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HAVE  completed  our  labors  in  writing  and  compiling  the   Portrait  and  Bio- 
..iGRAPHiCAL  Album  of  this  county,  and  wish,  in  presenting  it  to  our  patrons,  to  speak 
briefly  of  the  importance  of  local  works  of  this  nature.     It  is  certainly  the   duty 
of  the  present  to  commemorate  the  past,  to  perpetuatethe  names  of  the  pioneers, 
to  furnish  a  record  of  their  early  setdement,  and  to  relate  the  story  of  their  progress. 
The  civihzation  of  our  day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age,  and  this  solemn  duty  which 
men  of  the  present  time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  tlieir  lives  and  deeds  should  be  made.     In  local  history  is  found  a   power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to  enhven  the  mental  faculties,  and  to  waft  down  Ihe  river  of  tune  a.  safe 
vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the   people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  region  from  its 
prunitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly  the  noble  men,  who  in  their  vigor  and  prime 
came   early  to  the  county  and  claimed   the    virgin    soil   as    their  heritage,  are  passing    to  their 
graves.     The  number  remaining  who  can    relate   the    history  of  the    first    days  of  settlement  if; 
becommg  small  indeed,  so  that  an  actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  his- 
torical matter  without  delay,  before  the  settlers  of  the  wilderness  are  cut  down  by  time.     Not  only 
is  It  of  the  greatest  importance  to  render  history  of  pioneer  times  full  and  accurate,  but  it  is  also  essen- 
tial that  the  history  of  the  county,  from  its  settlement  to  the  present  day,  should  be  treated  through  its  various 
phases,  so  that  a  record,  complete  and  im[)artial,  may  be  handed  down  to  the  future.     The  present  the  age 
of  progress,  is  reviewed,  standing  out  in  bold  relief  over  the  quiet,  unostentatious  olden  times;  it  is  abrillinnt 
record,  which  is  destined  to  Hve  in  the    future;  the  good  works  of  men,  their  magnificent  enterprises,  dieii 
lives,  whether  commercial  or  military,  do  not  sink  into  oblivion,  l)ut,  on  the  contrary,  grow  brighter  with  age, 
and  contribute  to  build  up  a  record  which  carries  with  it  precedents  and  principles  that  will  be  advanced  and 
observed  when  the  acts  of  soulless  men  will  be  forgotten  and  their  very  names  hidden  in  obscurity. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  personal  sketches  contained  in  this  volume,  unusual  care  and  pains  were 
taken  to  have  them  accurate,  even  in  the  smallest  detail.  Indeed,  nothing  was  i)assed  lightly  over  or  treated 
indifferently;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  accurate  works  of  its  nature  ever  pubHshed. 
As  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  this  work,  we  present  the  portraits  of  numerous  reprei,ent- 
ative  citizens.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  have  the  prominent  men  of  to-day,  as  well  as  the  pioneers,  represented 
in  this  department;  and  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  uniformly  high  character  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
portraits  we  present.  They  are  in  the  strictest  sense  representative  men,  and  are  selected  from' all  the  call- 
ings and  professions  worthy  to  be  given.  There  are  others,  it  is  true,  who  claim  equal  prominence  with 
those  given  ;  but  of  course  it  was  impospible  for  us  to  give  portraits  of  all  the  leading  men  and  pioneers 
of  the  county.  We  are  under  great  obligation  to  many  of  the  noble  and  generous  p,eople  of  this  county 
for  kindly  and  material  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Album. 


Chicago,  April,  1888. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
^  planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  •  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when    he    received    private    instruction    m 


r 


mathematics,    ;Hi§    spelling  was  rather  defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  miUtia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George, 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.    Tbg 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  pf  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelino;  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  ^\t  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
CO  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
*if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  ever}*  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  -with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  hi§ 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7 89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owmgto  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  parUsan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
.  ordinate  officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  Avas  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  j  2,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  h's  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wi»h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operadons  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  wil) 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan;  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  conimanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  §eripu§  without  being  dull 
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OHN    ADAMS,    the    second 
President  and  the   first   Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was   born   in  Braintree    ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
'  miles   from   Boston,    Oct.    19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,   emigrated   from    England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
\  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents   of  John   were   John    and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.     His 
father   was   a    farmer    of   limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.     He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
i  tion    at   Harvard    College.      John 

graduated  in  i755>and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.      This  he  found  but   a 
**  school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.     For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.    He 
had  thought    seriously   of    the    clerical    profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  **the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature, ' 
of  tiie  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.      He  was  well  fitted  for  the   legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.     He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.     Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.     He  took  initial 


^.  H  .^-.^ 


Steps  toward  holding  a  tQwn  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popular 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated  the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  batding  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  aftei:  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  proj^hecy.  "  Yesterday,"  he  says, ''  the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  *  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God,    It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pmp,  show^. 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond- 
ing, he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  fobt,he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was?  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  ^  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus, soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  w^ere  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  ^nd  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
^vvell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  e^ipensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences,that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise  only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latm  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  pohtical  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shad  well,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abifities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  \x\yo\\  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  an3  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.    What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man—what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
boverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  J,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  tht; 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framen 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
djiy,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation, — 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 
Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  fight,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  fife  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discemable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models'pf  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  16,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   be   called   to   his   eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent  zeal ;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177 1,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf  ■ 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  ^  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the   Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;   and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  litde  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress..  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  ^no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitudon  for  the  United  States,  to  tcike  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was- 
te be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
^jentatives  in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  iis  tp  the  verge  of  war. 


British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  Tgr 3,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
18  r 3,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladen s- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at.  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  i8i5,thetreatyof  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849, 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
^President of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
,  of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufificiendy  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  jomed  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 
,^l^_ ^ «.__™,««.««««.^ ^ ^      - 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Mqnroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag ; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
«,«. ^ b •► 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United'  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
"Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate ;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  tlie  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  ^  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  Httle  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the   "  Monroe  doctrine.'' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  **  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.^  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempring  to  sub- 
due  ix)rtions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sendment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his   honored   father, 
John  Adams,  in  Qaincy,  Mass., 
on  the  nth  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during  the  almost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When   but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration  of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  17  81,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.     This   long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 

f       winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  tlie  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
£fnd  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deHberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Brilian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the  s 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined.  ^ 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  soHcited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  f^m  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
frpm  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  famihar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  Jt  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  18 19,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine ;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one ;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;,  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
.elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  abave  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle'  for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination ; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  praj  er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  ;'\\\txi  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  "/  am  content. ''  These  were  the 
last   words  of    the    grand    "Old    Man    Eloquent." 


-•►-B  -< 


i 


a 


«i#iN. 


SEVENTH  PRESIDENT. 


43 


*%i|^:        ^^^ ^-  ^^  ^\^T^  ^t' 


I 


NDREW     JACKSON,     the 

seventh    President    of     the 
United    States,  was  born   in 
VVaxhaw  settlement,  N.    C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.    His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from    Ireland,   and  took   up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly;   and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,    made  visible,  which  was   at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desj)erate 
blow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in   obtaining   their  exchange, 
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and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitcr  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  17  91,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  th8  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 
Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
**  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison' occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  Old  Hickory." 
Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
arrny  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  i8r4.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.^  The 
ix)wer  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terrifiic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  caiue  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  tli€  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  vyill 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  httle  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 
Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  A^hich  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  r829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affiiction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack 
son's  life  were  that  of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 

eiRhth     President     of     the 

United  States,  was  bom  at 

Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 

1782.     He  died  at  the  same 

place,  July    24,    1862.      His 

body  rests  in  the  cemetery 

at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 

a  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 

high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 

about  half  way  up  on   one   face. 

The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 

or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Tliough  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earhest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
1  r     spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his   native  village, 
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he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th^: 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years , 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the., 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  t8i  2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  18 15,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
•in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate*;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning -a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
*' State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to.  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused   to   ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 
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home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  p^lrty,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  uiX)n  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  bom 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9, 1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  w  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
-  then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  ig  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  b\it  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  ^'Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
iX)inted  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  ^^as  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  uix)n  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  |)opulation.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians,  About 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "  The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds«  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went- 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,  and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accom pained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
Dus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them^    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 
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Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1 81 9,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 
In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren 's  term,  he  was  re -nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
^  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
""  He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high   social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  WilUam 
and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great   assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern^ 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.^  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utiHty.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  sue- 
cessful  one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  suo^eed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress,— a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  cplit  in  th^  D<?r^iQCtatig 


##-■-#«- 


i 


-»•^-^^-^ 


JOHN  TYLER, 


party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  pUi.ced  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opix)sed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  nlan,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own.**  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccomm ended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
bis  veto.      H^  suscgested,  however*  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  atthe  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  w^hole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments.^ 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to* introduce. 
^  When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he   was  taken  sick  and  soon  died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
r  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were    Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1S06,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huls, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
'  gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 

he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation   for   him   behind   the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disapix)intment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  soHcitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  181 8,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  FeUx  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  ^  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished   morals,   genial  and 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  jo}  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him,— a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued.in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  countryin  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "  invasion,"was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

n^o  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
'money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to'the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera— that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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TWELFTH  PRESIDENT. 


ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
^was  bom  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.     His 
father,    Colonel    Taylor,     was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.     When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,    a    few 
miles  from  Louisville.     Li  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its   refinements,   young  Zachary 
could  enjoy   but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages.   When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter     He  was  strong,  feailess  and   self-reliant,    and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.     There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in    the   United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.     Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a   young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 12,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison^on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 
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company  of  infantry  numbering    fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  uix)n  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  Septembfer,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down ;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  tiien,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war.  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
1   best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  hi 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  EstabUshing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  giiard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which,was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  briUiant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  nanie 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  batdes  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
ihQ  sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Ttie  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose  name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, ''  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer.  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphandy  elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  Mttle 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  ''  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — **  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
phcity  was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
*  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt  for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveUness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  \\ith 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate ; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en^ 
kindled  in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  a.bility  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  repHed,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halls 
Hnd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill,— Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degn  e  the  resp;ect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  w^as 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  hmi  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of   the  State. 
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Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying- cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
^soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth   President  of  the 
g^  United  States,  was  born  ni 
Hillsborough,   N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a   liome   in   the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
vel6ping  any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  ]X)pular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  quahties  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
polidcal  career  into  which  Judge  W^oodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nkting  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoied.  Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  bom  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce  s  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier- general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'* 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pieice 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on   the  4th  of  March,    1853. 
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His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
^teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,   was  born   in   a   small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the   Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  17  91.  The  place 
where   the  humble   cabin   of  his 
father   stood   was     called     Stony 
Batter.     It  was    a   wild    and  ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly   all    around.      His    father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little   property 'save   his 
own  strong  arms.     Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,   plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,   opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to   per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.    In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where   James  was  born,  he   remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.     When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was    placed    at   school,  and   commenced    a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and   Greek.      His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at   the  age  of  fourteen,   he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carhsle.      Here  he  de- 
veloped  remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.     His  application 
\Q  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers   en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  181 2,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some '  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severein  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived 114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March  4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institudons  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 
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ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidenrial  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved ! " 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston:  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,   June    i,    1868, 
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BRAHAM    LINCOLN,    the 
sixteenth    President     of    the 
^United   States,   was   born    in 
Hardin    Co.,  Ky.,    Feb.     12, 
1 809.     About  the  year  1 7  80,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into   the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and   two 
girls.     Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age   at  his 
father  s  death.      This   Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President    of    the    United    States 
whose  name  must   henceforth    fo-ever  be    enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course   no  record  has  been   kept   of  the   life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.     He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.     His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-c-abin;  his  food  the  coarsest   and   the   meanest 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.     As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin   of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.      He  hired  him- 
sellout,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty.eight  years  of  age  he  buill  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Then- 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
*'  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  " I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 
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cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
communitv  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  m  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  III. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing^ 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  ^  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  wodd  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  rum 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  m 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thv  God  in  vain ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 
In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jack«on  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 
In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
•In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
ihe  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  '*The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplaceinthe  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  v^as  poured  upon  this   good 
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and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  "  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  BalUmore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 
In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  vicdm 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable  to  decide   which  is   the  greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
^States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  1808, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  appUed  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gende- 
man  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.     The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on- 
ward laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos- 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resi)onsible  posi^ 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abiU 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  ^^  ^^^  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  lo  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  i860,  he 
wras  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  186 1,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
ern Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  ioijonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the   trial   began   March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  im potently, 
his  conflict  with 'Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  nam.e,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSSES     S.    GRANT,    the 
eighteenth   President  of  the 
1  United  States,  was   born  on 
the  29th   of  April,    1822,   of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
'  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his   father  moved   to    George- 
town.  Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re~ 
mote  frontier   hamlet,   Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation.    At  the  age   of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he   entered 
the    Military    Academy    at    West 
Point.     Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man   of  fair  abiUties,   and   of 
sturdy,  honest  character.     He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.     In  June,  1 843.  ^e  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  m- 
fantry  to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.     Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond   and   exasperatmg 

Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  e^ibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition.  A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 


side  of  the  anir^al,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant   re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to   Fort  Dallas,^  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants.    Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.   He  had  but 
little  skill  as    a  farmer.      Finding  his    toil   not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  mto 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at   Ga- 
lena, III.     This  was  in  the  year  i860.   As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of    Capt.   Grant  in    his   counting-room,   he   said,— 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.   I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  mipressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  m  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  m  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government     On  the  15th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
iistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies*  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  cotidition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 


•►'  m.^,^z 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
whichmet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  ujxjn  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 
the    nineteenth  President    of 
^the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three    months   after   the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.      His    ancestry   on  ■  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter.    It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains,  fighting   side    by   side   with 
Baliol,  WilHam  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned    extensive    estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.     Misfor- 
tune overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.     His  son 
George  was  born   in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.     Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
triage  until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.     Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith   and  tavern-keeper.       He  emigrated   to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.     Here   his  son   Ruth- 


erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 
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born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious^ 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me. 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stocks 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  Were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver^ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  ''You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe ;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members!  suck  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  w^as 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  m  1866. 

Id  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  admiiriatration  was  an  average  one.. 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    bom   Nov.    19, 
183 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His   par- 
ents  were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)   Garfield,  both  of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
ly,   lies  well  known  in  the  early  his- 
f\  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
was  about  20'x  30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be^ 
tween  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
hard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
their  four  children—Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biothers 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  fathers  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  niost  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he-  ^tm^gles  to  keep  the  little  family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  vears,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He^  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
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"President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  *wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  *  who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 
Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  it,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl.  ^ 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  ini  85  6, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell  s  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 
The  military  b'story  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says :  '*  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Uix)n  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work,  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  WilHams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  ^  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons— how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 


r 


•«i»|b»"-® 


i 


i 


TWEJ^TY^FIRST  PRESWENT. 


99 


HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    PresiCwiu   of  the 

^United   States,    was    born    in 

Franklin  Cour.ty,  Vermont,  on 

the fifthofOdober,  1830,  andis 

the  oldest   of  a   family    of  two 

sons  and   five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  aBaptistd.fgyman,whc> 

emigrated  to  tb'.s  country  from 

the  county  Antrim,  Ireland,   in 

his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  ix)cket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from   the   start.     General   Arthur 


soon  afterward  iwrred  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
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Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at. 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination   to   the   Vice    Presidency,    leaving  two 

children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon. 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to-  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs. 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  Genera] 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  ^  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa^ 
ny  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hmi  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-Gen &ral.  In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  t88o.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  momenta  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  yi^lage  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.     To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.     Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become    self-supporting    by    the    quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in   Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store^  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.   Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.     Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.     Otherwise  he  did  not  e^i- 
hibit  as  yet  any  particular  ''  flashes  of   genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.     He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high   school.     Here    he    industriously  pursued    his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  50a  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.     At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.     This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.     He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
nsk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
the  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  Willie  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none— yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pedal  reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 
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in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract :  "  This  is  a  time  fbr 
plain  speech,  and  ray  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos';  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than'  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
ir,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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TEPHEN  T.    MASON,    the 

first  Governor  of  Michigan,  was 
^a  son  of  Gen.  John  T.  Mason, 
of  Kentucky,  but  was  born  in 
Virginia,  in  1812.  At  the  age 
of  19  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  Michigan  Territory,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  George  B. 
Porter.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Porter,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Governor.  In  October,  1835,  he 
was  elected  Governor  under  the  St  ate 
organization,  and  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  yet  admitted  into  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  position,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  career,  was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  aline 
running  east  across  the  peninsula  from  the  extreme 
southern  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
Lake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  Une.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right— a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
the  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  States,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress— the  United  States  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  as  far  as  affected  by  their   provisions,  on   the 


Other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  the  prior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary. 

Ohio,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  ^  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late the  boundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio  having  described  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  State 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  the  line  in  dispute.  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  Ohio  at 
some  periods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary.  Accordingly,  we  find  that,  in 
18 1 2,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  to  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
run  till  1 8x8.  In  1820,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  by  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Michigan.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan ;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  and  the  question 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 
ernment. 

•  The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  five  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
by  Michigan  was  known  as  the  "  Fulton  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the"  Harris  line," 
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from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  where  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  within  its  limits  The  town 
originally  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the   State   over 
the   territory   in   question;     erected  townships    and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.     It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucus  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  commence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing  it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  that  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.     Accordingly,  on  the    12th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it   a 
criminal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  fine,   or  im- 
prisonment, for  any  one  to  attempt   to   exercise   any 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture   of  any  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  or  the  United 
States.  On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in    command  of  the    Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  at 
Perrysburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveymg 
the  Harris  line.     He  was  accompanied   by  General 
Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  about  600   men.      This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.     The  force  then  went  into  camp  at   Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  800  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown*s  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J.  UUman,  of  Con- 
stantine,  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Fekh,of  Monroe,  Aids-de- 
camp. When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and  took  note 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border.*' 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  peace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proposi- 
tions for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  possession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however.  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 
Governor  Lucus  now  supposed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime.  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  upon  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  posse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  portion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lucas  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  some  time 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties ;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
in  return  the  Northern   Peninsula,   which   she   did. 
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ILLIAM      WOODBRIDGE, 
^second  Governor  of  Michigan, 
was  born    at  Norwich,  Conn., 
Aug.   20,    1780,     and  died  at 
Detroit    Oct.    20,    1861.     He 
was  of  a  family  of  three  brothers 
and    two     sisters.      His    father, 
Dudley  Woodbridge,  removed  to 
Marietta,  Ohio,  about  1790.    The 
life  of  Wm.  Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
Lauman,  from  which  this  sketch 
is  largely  compiled,  mentions  noth- 
ing concerning  his  early  education 
beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
was  afforded  by  the  average  school 
of  the  time,  except  a  year  with  the 
French     colonists     at     GaUipoUs, 
where  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
the   French  language.     It   should 
be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
home  education  at  that  time  was 
an  indispensable    feature    in   the 
training  of  the  young.     To  this  and 
and  to  a  few  studies  well  mastered, 
is  due  that  strong  mental  discipline  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  many  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
adorned  and  helped  to  make  our  National   history. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  studied  law  at  Marietta,  having 
as  a   fellow  student  an  intimate  personal  friend,  a 
young  man  subsequently  distinguished,  but  known 
at  that  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.     He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
nearly  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at  Marietta 
in  1 806.    In  June,  1 806,  he  married,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut,  Juleanna,  daughter  of   John  Trumbell,  a 
distinguished  author  and  judge ;  and  author  of  the 
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peom  McFingal,  which,  during  a  dark  period  of  the 
Revolution,  wrought  such  a  magic  change  upon  the 
spirits  of  the  colonists.  He  was  happy  in  his  domes « 
tic  relations  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.,  Feb.  2, 19,  i860. 
Our  written  biographies  necessarily  speak  more 
fully  of  men,  because  of  their  active  participation  in 
public  affairs,  but  human  actions  are  stamped  upon 
the  page  of  time  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  upon  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known.  Mrs.  W.  en- 
joyed the  best  means  of  early  education  that  the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  to  improve  her  advantages.  During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,  she  manifested  a  keen  intdlectuality  that 
formed  the  crown  of  a  faultless  character.  She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  large  number  of  fine 
verses,  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  a  printed 
memorial  essay  written  upon  the  occasion  of  her 
death.  In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her  "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  gave 
her  the  highest  satisfaction."  She  was  an  invalid 
during  the  latter  portion  of  her  life,  but  was  patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end. 

In  1807,  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  in  1809  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  continuing  a  member  by  re-election  until 
his  removal  from  the  State.  He  also  held,  by  ai> 
pointment,  during  the  time  the  office  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  his  county.  He  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  1812  drew  up  a  declaration  and 
resolutions,  which  passed  the  two  houses  unaminously 
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and  attracted  great  attention,  endorsing,  in  strongest 
and  most  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent Madison.     During  the  period  from  1804  to  18 14 
the  two  law  students,  Woodbridge  and  Cass,  had  be- 
come widely  separated.    The  latter  was  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  under  the  historic  '^Governor 
and  Judges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Territorry.     This  latter  position  was, 
in  1814,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendered  to 
Mr.  W.     He  accepted  the  position  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  upon  its  duties  as  soon  as  he  could 
make  the  necessary   arrangements  for  leaving  Ohio. 
The  office  of  Secretary  involved  also  the  duties   of 
coUectorof  customs  at  the  port  of  Detroit,  and  during 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  Governor,  the  discharge  of 
of  his  duties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.     Mr.  W.  officiated  as  Governor  for 
about  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  he  held  the 
office  of  Secretary    Under  the  administration  of  "Gov- 
ernor and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  delegate 
in  Congress.     Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  people,  by  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  to 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an   act  was 
passedin Congressin  i8i9authorizingone  tobechosen. 
Under  this  act  Mr.  W.  was  elected  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  parties.    His  first  action  in  Congress  was  to  secure 
the  passage  of  a  bill  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
old  French  land  titles  in  the  Territory  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  through  the  "black 
swamps"  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan.    He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Government  roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.     The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country    around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, projected  by  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  foot 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr.  W.     While  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintained  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  strip 
of  territory  now  forming  the  northern  boundary  of 
Ohio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into   the   Union.     Re   served 
but     one     term    as     delegate     to     Congress,     de- 
clining further  service    on    account  of  personal  and 
family  considerations.     Mr.  W.  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Territory  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  the  "second  grade." 

In    1824,  he   was   appointed   one  of  a  board    of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private  land  claims  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  1828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Governor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon.  James  With- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judge  of  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  "Supreme  Court"  of  the  Territory. 
This  court  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  the  Terri- 
torial Court,  under  the  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 
Judges"  system.  Although  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territory,  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  very  general  character. 

In  1832,  the  term  of  his  appointment  as  Judge  ex- 
piring. President  Jackson  appointed  a  successor,  it  is 
supposed  on  political  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feeling  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  its  people  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  lines  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  1835,  which  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  1837  he  was  elected  amember  of  the  State  Senate. 
This  sketch  has  purposely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
with  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earlier  career, 
because  it  is  closely  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  development  of  its  ix)liti- 
cal  system.  Since  the  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  1839,  under  a  popular  impression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  nomination  for  Vice 
President  in  1848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
short  distance  below  what  was  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications,  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion. Judge  W.  was  a  Congregationalist.  His  opinions 
on  all  subjects  were  decided ;  he  was  earnest  and 
energetic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibited a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive because  not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surface.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  a  deep  and 
earnest  affection  not' only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  his  adoption  and  for  friends  and  family. 
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OHN    STEWARD    BARRY, 

.Governor    of   Michigan   from 
Jan.  3,  1842,  to  Jan.  5,   1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  to  Jan. 
I,  1852,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  29,  1802.  His  par- 
ents, John  and   Ellen    (Steward) 
Barry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
ham, Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
father's    farm,    and    pursuing     his 
studies  at  the  same  tinve.     He  mar- 
ried Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 
and  in   1824  went  to  Georgia,  Vt,, 
where  he  had  charge  of  an  academy 
for   two  years,  meanwhile  studying 
law.     He  afterward  practiced  law  in 
that  State.  While  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewhat  earlier  period 
was  Captain  of  a  company  of  State  militia.     In  1831 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  W. 
Willard. 

Four  years  after,  1834,  Mr.  Barry  removed  to  Con- 


stantine  and  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich., 
in  1831,  and  held  the  office  until  the  year  1835. 
Mr.  Barry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  framed  the  constitution  upon  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  important 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 

ordinary  ability. 

Upon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Mr.  Barry  was  chosen  State  Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  that  they  looked  to  him 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 
ticket  at  the  following  election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  Governor  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  assembled  in  convention.  He  was 
elected,  and  so  ix)pular  was  his  administration  that,  in 
1842,  he  was  again  elected.  During  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  by  great  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  it  was  through  his  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 
ment that  the  State  was  finally  placed  upon  a  solid 
financial  basis. 

During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  Barry's  first  term,  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  everywhere  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  reported  as  attending  the  public 
schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  a 
State  land  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  State.  In  1844,  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tax  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  ample  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
with  good  results  In  1845,  when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  population  of  the  State  was 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1850— the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry's  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  ^ith  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  "Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case  " 
was  tried.  This  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  depot 
at  Detroit,  in  1850. 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  185 1,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
crime  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.  The  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Arman,  James  A. 
Van  Dyke,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  D.  Fraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  The  defendants  were 
represented  by  six  members  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  months,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  the  defendants 
249  in  40  days.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution ;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  that  his 
clients  were*  the  victims  of  purchased  treachery, 
rather  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  "  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  9  o'clock 
p.  M.,  Sept.  25,  185 1.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonnient,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county :  Ammi 
Filley,  ten  years ;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years ;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eight 
years;  Eben  Farnham,  eight  years;  William  Coryin, 
eight  years;  Richard  Price,  eight  years;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  five  years;  Willard 
W.  Champlin,  five  years;  Erastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  five  years. 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,,  and  visited  Europe 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  *a  man  who,  throughout  life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
Slate  has  ever  had. 

Gov.  Barry  was  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
victions and  outspoken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  position  when  a  principle 
was  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.  As  a  speaker  he  was 
not  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
to  ix)litical  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  posi- 
tion. He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worth.  His  political  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  Republican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  his  wife's  death  having  occurred  a 
year  previous,  March  30,  1869.  They  left  no  children. 
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LPHEUS  FELCH,  the  third 
Governor    of    Michigan,    was 
^born  in  Limerick,  Maine,  Sep- 
tember 28,   1806.      His  grand- 
father, Abijah  Felch,  was  a  sol- 
dier in    the  Revolution ;    and 
when  a  young   man,  having  with 
others  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 
tween the  Great  and  Little  Ossipee 
i   Rivers,  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 
gion when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Felch  embarked  in 
mercantile  life  at  Limerick.     He  was 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
that  section,  and  continued   it    until 
his  death.     The  death  of  the  father, 
followed  within  a  year  by  the  death  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  care  of  relatives,  and  he  found   a 
home  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where   he  re- 
mained until  his  death.     Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and    a  neighboring 
academy.     In  182 1  he  became  a  student  at  Phillips 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subsequently,  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.     He  at 
once  began  the  study  of  law  and  was    admitted   to 
practice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1830. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  [833.  The  severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  change  of  climate. 
He  disposed  of  his  library  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home.     His  intention  was  to  join  his  friend, 


Sargent  S.  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on   his 
arrival    at   Cincinnati,  Mr.    Felch   was    attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had   recovered   sufficiently  to 
permit  of  his  traveUng,  found  that  the   danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down   the 
river.     He   therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan.    He  first  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe, where  he  continued  until  1843,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor.     He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla^ 
ture  in  1835,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  1836  and  1837.     While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  State  was  enact- 
ed, and  went  into  operation.     After  mature   delibera- 
tion, he  became  convinced  that  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it   would  result  in  still  further  embarrass- 
ment.    He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  to  follow  its  passage.     The  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenting  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  opposition  to  the  bill.     Early  in  1838,  he  was 
appointed   one   of  the  Bank   Commissioners  of  the 
State,  and  held  that  office  for  more  than  a  year.     Dur- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  to 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  banks. 
Almost  every  village  had  its  bank.     The  country  was 
flooded  with  depressed  "wild-cat"  money.     The  ex- 
aminations of  the   Bank  Commissioners  brought   to 
light  frauds  at  every  point,  which  were  fearlessly  re- 
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ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  closing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  re- 
signed. The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State ;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  January,  1843,  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year.  In  1847  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years ;  and  at  once  retired  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  1847,  when  his  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  for  four  years 
was  its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  position 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Felch 's  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
corporations, — the  Central  for  $2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  Detroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  18,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen.  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  March,  1853, 

Mr.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 

r    the  Commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in   California,   under  the 

treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purpose.  He  went  to  California  in 
May,  1853,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration ;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudications  of  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
to  a  close  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented.  Tlie  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  June  of  that  year.  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  piinci- 
pally  in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Governor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1875  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  the  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  th^  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States   Senator  from   the   State   of  Michigan. 


\ 


-♦*- 


■«►— n 


i 


•'^^#-« 


GO  VERNORS. 


I2X 


^^ 


^M 


4-sr 


I  WILLIAM  L,GIIEENL¥  ' 


ILLIAM      L.      GREENLY 

^Governor  of  Michigan  for  the 
year  1847,  was  born  at  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
18,1813.   He  graduated  at  Un- 
ion    College,     Schenectady,    in 
1 83 1,  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in   1834.     In 
1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, he  settled  in  Adrian,  where 
he  has   since   resided.     The   year 
following  his  arrival  in    Michigan 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until   1839. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  became  acting  Governor 
by  the  resignation  of  Gov,  Felch, 
who   was   elected    to   the   United 
States  Senate. 

The  war  with  Mexico  was  brought 
to  a  successful  termination  during  Gov.  Greenly *s 
administration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  the  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  well  are  points  conceded ;  but  their  names  and 
nativity   are   hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 


and  where  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  State  deserve  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K,  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos.  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  U.  S.  Inf. 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  one-third  their  original  num- 
ber. 

In  May,  i846,the  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  to 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.     At  his  sum- 
mons   13   independent  volunteer  companies,   11  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  line.     Of 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit,  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette, 
Scott  and  Brady   upon   their  banners.     Of  the   re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  two,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St.  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.     Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice.    In  addition  to  them  ten  companies,  making  the 
First   Regiment  of  Michigan   Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteers 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing.   This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded  by  orders  frbm  Government  to  the  seat  of  war. 
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HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 
'  Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.     In 
that  State  he  received  a  col- 
legiate education,  studied   law, 
and  was  admitted   to   the    bar. 
Removing    to   Michigan    about 
the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 
I  ability  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  in  1837  he  was  apiDointed  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1843  he 
was  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  which  office  he  re- 
tained until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  building  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
of  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
of  toil  and  industry. 

Mr.  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
term,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
statesmanlike  manner-  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  position  he  displayed  the   same   ability   that 

^^m— -— — ^ — .  '."': ^^ 


shone  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  as  Governor. 
He  held  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  policy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  he  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 

office. 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransom's  administration  as  follows :  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  establised,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  liberally  endowed  with  lands, 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind  amounted  to  $81,500.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1848,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  following  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture :  The  land  reported 
as  under  cultivation  in  1848  was  i,437»46o  acres;  of 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749»3oo  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels ;  wool,  1,645,75^  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds;  horses,  52,305;  cat- 
tle, 210,268;  swine,  152,541;  sheep,  610,534;  while 
the  flour  mills  numbered  228,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1847,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  Lansing,  and  tempo- 
rary buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  wereim- 
mediately  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450. 
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OBERT     McClelland, 

^Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan.  1, 185  2,  to  March  8,1853, 
was  born  at  Greencastle,  Frank- 
^  lin  Co.,  Penn.,  Aug.  i,  1807. 
Among  his  ancestors  were  several 
'  officers  of  rank  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  some  of  his  family  con- 
nections were  distinguished  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
His  father  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  •  who  studied  under  Dr. 
*  Benj.  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
practiced  his  profession  successfully 
until  six  months  before  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  84  years.  Although  Mr. 
McClelland's  family  had  been  in  good  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  17  years  old  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
liminary studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  the 
means,  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
his  class,  in  1829.  He  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
having  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  legal 
profession,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  in  1831.  Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 

year. 

In  1833,  Mr.  McClelland  removed  to  Monroe,   m 


the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination, he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan,, and  engaged  in  practice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason, 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
declined  both  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  to  his 
professional  duties. 

In  1838,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees.  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of  "  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr.  McClelland  stood  among  the 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  with  others  adopted  a  plan  to  regain  a  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  power  in  the  State, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  Mr. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  by  his 
election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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ROBERT  McClelland. 


ill  1843.  Down  to  this  time  Michigan  had  consti- 
tuted one  congressional  district.  The  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M,  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon,  Alpheus 
Felch  by  a  strong  majority ;  but,  in  1 843,  so  thoroughly 
liad  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  1840  that  Mr„  McClelland^  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, carried  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  of  about 
2,5000  Mr„  McClelland  soon  took  a  prominent  post 
lion  in  Congress  among  the  veterans  of  that  body^ 
During  his  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
were  known  as  the  "  Harbor  bills."  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
.  election  to  the  29th  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
favorably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
name  was  mentionedforSpeaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. He  declined  the  offer  in  favor  of  J.  W, 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  terni 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public,  attention.  The 
members  of  this  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
personal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
which  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
his  labors  in  Congress, 

In  1847,  Mn  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con^ 
gress,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
as  the  "  French  Spoliation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as  to  command  universal  approbation„  While  in 
Congress,  Mn  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 
right  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q„  Adams, 
when  the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
and  presented  in  the  proper  manner.  This  he  re- 
garded  as  the  citizens'constitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary  expe= 
diency.  He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings  s  bill  for  the  abolishing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Mr.  McClelland  was  one  of  the  few 
Democrats  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  "Wilmot 
Proviso,''  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  in  new  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by 
the  United  States.  He  and  Mr.  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
and  confidential  terms.  Mn  McClelland  was  in  sev° 
eral  National  conventions  and  in  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
in  1848,  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  the  elec- 
tion of  that  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
Congress,  in  1848,  Mr.  McClelland  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe,  In  1850  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise   the  State   constitutiono     He  was   elected    a 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders.  His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floor^  in  debate.  In  1850, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  convention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  support  of  Henry  Clay's 
famous  compromise  measures^  of  which  Mn  McClel- 
land was  a  strong  advocatCo  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  185  2,  and  in 
that  yearp  in  company  with  Gen..  Cass  and  Governor 
Felchj  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State. 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com- 
promise measures,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Gen.  Pierce 
to  the  Presidencyo 

In  1851,  the  new  State  constitution  took  effect  and 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governor  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum^  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  operation  under 
the  new  constitutioUo  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  years,  from  JaUo  i,  1853,  His  admin- 
istration was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a ' 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  high.  There  was  really 
no  opposition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous.  So  widely  and  favorably  had 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  on 
the  organization  of  the  cabinet  by  President  Pierce,  in 
March,  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  four 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration.  He  thoroughly 
re-organized  his  department  and  reduced  the  expend- 
itures. He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilization 
among  them.  During  his  administration  there  was 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  order 
and  system.  In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con- 
vention to  revise  the  State  constitution.  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi- 
ence made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leader.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im- 
pressive in  his  addresses  to  the  jury.  His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
1870  ha  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomates,  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers, 

Mr.  McClelland  married,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Sabin,  of  Williamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  children,  two  of  whom  now  survive. 
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NDREW  PARSONS,  Gover- 
nor of  Michigan  from  March 
%  1853  to  Jan.  3,  [855,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Hoosick, 
County  of  Rensselaer,  and 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  2  2d 
day  of  July,  1817,  and  died  June 
6,  1855,  at  the  early  age  of  38 
years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Parsons,  born  at  Newbury  port, 
(Mass.,  Oct.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 
sonof  Andrew  Parsons,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel  Parsons, 
a  descendant  of  Walter  Parsons,  born 
in  Ireland  in  1290. 
Of  this  name  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ago,  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
tion of  Camden's  Britannia:  "The  honorable  family 
of  Parsons  have  been  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Viscounts  and  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

The  following  are  descendants  of  these  families : 
Sir  John  Parsons,  born  i48i,was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
Robert  Parsons,  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Bridgewater, 
England.  He  was  educated  at  Ballial  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
Romish  faith.  He  established  an  English  College  at 
Rome  and  another  at  Valladolia.  Frances  Parsons, 
born  in  1556,  was  Vicar  of  Rothwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  1618,  was  another 
noted  member  of  the  family.  In  1 634,  Thomas  Parsons 
was  knighted  by  Charles  i.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
brothers,  were  born  in  Great  Torrington,  England, 
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and  accompanied  their  father  and  others  to  New 
England  about  1630.  Samuel  Parsons,  born  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N.  H.,Nov.  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Boston, 
Oct.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  82,  in 
the  53rd  year  of  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Mary 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  including  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found,  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedants  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  and  spent  the  first  summer  at  Lower  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  taught  school  which 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  of  men  of  sterling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  have  developed  its  wonderful 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union.  These  brave  men  came  to 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  strong 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  to  them  is  due  all  honor  for  the  labors 
so  nobly  performed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundation 
which   they  laid   of  a   great   Commonwealth. 
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In  the  fall  of  1835,  he  explored  the  Grand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
from  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  spent  the  following 
winter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasse  County,  then  with  Clinton  County,  and  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1840,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  1842,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  185 1,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
in  1853,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854,  and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
responsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business, 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  speaker  and  well 
calculated  to  make  friends  of  his  acquantances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  power- 
ful railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  that  purpose.  In  some  sections  the  resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words. 
In  other  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  beyond 
measure.  Fearing  that  all  these  influences  might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call  the  extra  session,  a  large 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  liberal  offers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he  returned  the  money  and  refused  to  receive 
any  favors,  whether  from  any  party  who  would  at- 
tempt to  corrupt  him  by  laudations,  liberal  ofl'ers,  or 
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by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  of 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance : 
"though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath. "  The  following  eulogium  from  a  politcal  op- 
ponent is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:  "Gov.  Parsons  was  a  politician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  politician  he 
was  candid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  and  reliable."  The 
highest  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Parsons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  State  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks  "  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  time,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  the  purpose  of  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise  "  (which 
limited  slavery  to  the  south  of  2)^^  30')  was-  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
This  was  repealed  by  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called  ''anti-Nebraska"  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,"  were  temporally  em- 
ployed to  designate  the  slavery  and  anti-slavery 
parties,  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  and  the  organization  of  the  new 
Democratic  and   Republican  parties  of  the  present. 
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INSLEY  S.  BINGHAM, 
.  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1855  to  1859,  and  United 
States  Senator,  was  born  in 
Camillus,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  16,  1808.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  his  own 
early  life  was  consequently  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages related  to  the  acquisition 
knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
he  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  State 
and  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Gen.  James  R.  Lawrence,  now  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1833,  he  married  an  estimable  lady 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  obeying  the  impulse  of  a 
naturally  enterprising  disposition, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  a  new  farm  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 
Worden,  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston  County.  Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
est, our  late  student  commenced  the  arduous  task  of 
preparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
ting up  buildings,  etc.,  at  such  a  rate  that  the  land 


chosen  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master under  the  Territorial  government,  and  was  the 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1836, 
when  Michigan  became  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  the 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elected,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  years. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Rep- 
resentative to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  in  that  body.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "  Wood's  Patent  Cast  Iron 
Plow  "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  1848,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

In  1854,  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  former 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  profits  of  his  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing. 

In  1859,  Governor  Bingham  was  elected  Senator  in 
Congress  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  stormy  cam- 
paign in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     He  wit- 
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nessed  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
paratively short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  5,  1861. 
The  most  noticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham  s 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  1852,  August  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  for  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1855,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars ;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were-  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College  owes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  purpose  of  carying  into  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  be  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  $15  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  argricultural  colleges  in  the  United  States. 
Until  the  spring  of  i86i,it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  under  the  management  of  the  State  Board 


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose. 

In  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings ;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-house,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  fine  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  about  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  ($80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprses  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  impos- 
ing building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  7  2,  48  by  7  2,  80  by  60,  5  2  by  7  2,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the  original  buildmg. 
The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
at  Lansing  in  1855,  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correction  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1859  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipHne,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the  . 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer 
than  under  the  more  rigid  regime  of  former  days. 
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OSES  WISNER,  Governor  of 
Michigan  from   1859  to    1861, 
was  born  in  Springport,  Cayu- 
ga Co.,  N    Y.,  June  3,    1815. 
His  early  education  was  only 
what  could  be  obtained    at  a 
^common  school.    Agricultural  labor 
and  frugality  of  his    parents   gave 
him  a  physical  constitution  of  unus- 
ivpual  strength  and  endurance,  which   ' 
\  was  ever  preserved  by  temperate  hab- 
_    its.     In  1837  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
J^  gan  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
^^^  County      It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
once  set  to  work  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.     He  labored  diligently  at   his 
task  for  two  years,  when  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  being  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
Oakland  Co.     Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  Wisner,  and 
Rufus  Hosmer.     In  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  estabhshed  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
village  of  Lapeer.     While  there  he  was  apppointed 
by  Gov.  Woodbridge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
and  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
tained in  the  profession.     He  remained  at  Lapeer  but 
a  short  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where   he  became 
a  member  of  a   firm    and    entered  fully   upon  the 
practice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
of  the  Henry  Clay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
slaver)' bias.     His   practice  becoming  extensive,   he 


took  little  part  in  politics  until  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pierce  to  the  Presidency  in  1852,  when  he  took  an 
active  part  against  slavery.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  mere  book 
learning  than  upon  his  native  good  sense.  Liberal 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escaped  his  attention  or  his 
memory  which  bore  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  friend 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  conducting  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  eloquence  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  powerful.  His  fancies  supplied  the  most 
original,  the  most  pointed  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  battling  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  qualities,  and  his  powers  as  a 
popular  orator  were  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  and  opening 
the  Territories  to  slavery,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
in  Michigan  to  denounce  the  shamful  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  popular  gathering  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
1854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Repubhcan  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  United  States.  At  this  meeting  the 
name  "  Repubhcan  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
the  new  party  consisting  of  Anti-slavery,  Whigs, 
Liberty  men.  Free  Soil  Democrats  and  all  others  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  favorable  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  W.  was  urged  to 
accept  the  nomination  for  Attorney  General  of  the 
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State,  but  declined.  An  entire  State  ticket  was  nom- 
inated and  at  the  annual  election  in  November  was 
elected  by  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  support  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
his  views  he  was  bold  and  radical.  He  beUeved  from 
the  beginning  that  the  political  power  of  the  slave- 
holders would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
canvass  of  1856  he  supported  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majority.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  i,  1859, 
to  Jan.  I,  1861.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature 
was  an  able  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  policy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  i,  1861,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  all 
such  temporizing  expedients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
legislation  he  resoh  ed  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  2 2d 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to  Kentucky   and  quartered   at 


Camp  Wallace.     He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  military  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pHne  was  rigid.     He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had   he   lived  he  would 
no    doubt  have    distinguished    himself    as  a  good 
officer.     He  was   impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.     But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,   and 
his  incessant  labors,  coupled   with   that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  his  health.     He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  near 
Lexington.     Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  dehrious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciplining his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ing the  Rebellion.     But  the  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant griet  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand    encounter  with    the   "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  W. 
was  no  more.     The  malady  bafiled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.     His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they   rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  W.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.     He  went  to  the  war 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.     Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.     He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,   of  Flint,  and  four  children   to 
mourn  his  loss.     Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.     Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.     He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like   thousands   of  others    he 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  country. 
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USTIN     BLAIR,     Governor 
of    Michigan    from    Jan.     2, 
,^r86i,    to   Jan.  4,   1865,    and 
kown  as  the  War  Governor,  is 
and  illustration  of  the  benifi- 
cent  influence  of  republican  in- 
stitutions, having  inherited  neith- 
er fortune  nor  fame.  He  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kins Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.   8,    1818. 
His  ancestors   came   from  Scot- 
land in  the  time  of  George  I,  and 
for  many   generations   followed   the 
pursuit  of  agriculture.      His   father, 
George   Blair,  settled   in   Tompkins 
County  in  1809,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county.     The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score vears  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that  spot.     He 
married  Rhoda  Beackman,  who  now  sleeps  with  hmi 
in  the  soil  of  the  old  homestead.    The  first  17   years 
of  Mr.  Blair's  life  were  spent   there,   rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  upon  the  farm.      He   then 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  pre- 
paring  for   college;    entered   Hamilton   College,   m 
Clinton,  prosecuted  his  studies  until  the   middle   of 
the  junior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  fame  of   Dr. 
Nott,  he  changed  to  Union  College,  from  which   he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1839.      Upon  leaving   col- 
lege Mr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
&''Davis,  Oswego,  N  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
ini84i,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  locat- 


ing in  Jackson.     During   a  temporary   residence   in 
Eaton  Rapids,  in  1842,  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  Eaton 
County.  At  the  close  of  the  official  term  he  returned  to 
Jackson,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Henry  Clay  in  the  campaign  of  1844-  He  was  chosen 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  in  1845,  at  which 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
eral statutes  ;  also  made  an  able  support  m  favor  of 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active  m 
securing  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  In  1848 
Mr  Blair  refused  longer  to  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  refusial  to  endorse  in  convention 
any  anti-slavery  sentiment.    He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate   to  their  convention 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  for  President  that  year. 
Upon  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coaUtion  of  the  Whig  and   Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  with   the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Platform.     He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  ini852  ;  was  chosen  State  Senator 
two  years  later,  taking  his  seat  with  the  incoming  Re- 
publican administration  of   1855,  and    holding   the 
position  of  parliamentary  leader  in  the  Senate.     He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention   which 
nominated   Abraham    Lincoln  in    i860.     Mr.   Blair 
was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  i860,  and  re- 
elected in  1862,  faithfully  and  honorably  discharging 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  during  that  mostmo- 
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mentous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation's  life.  Gov. 
Blair  possessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial   career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor." down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificiently 
subUme  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in  1861  the  coming  struggle  cast  its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.  After  a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and  slave  States  of  the 
Republic,  saying:  "  While  we  arecitizensof  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted  to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.  We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.  In  whatever  concerns  the  honor,  the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great  Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.  Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity ;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.  Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will  not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.  But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its  integrity 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."  The  final  para- 
graph being : 

*'  I  recommend  you  at  an  early  day  "to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm  !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — *  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever.*" 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,111  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  upon  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  21,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,  in  February,  [849. 
Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  law 
partner  of  A.  J.  Gould ;  Charles  A.,  a  law  partner  with 
hir  father,  and  Fred.  J.  and  Austin  T.  Blair,  at  home. 
Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  by  the  Republican  party,  but  was  defeated. 
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ENRY  ROWLAND  CRAPO, 

Governor   of    Michigan   from 
^1865  to  1869,  was  born  May 
24,  1804,  at  Dartmouth,  Bris- 
tol   Co,,    Mass.,  and   died    at 
Flint,    Mich.,   July  22,    1869. 
He   was  the    eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and    Phoebe     (Howland)     Crapo. 
His  father  was  of  French  descent 
and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
^family  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
Dartmouth    township,  which  yielded 
)  nothing   beyond    a    mere    Hvelihood. 
His  early  hfe  was  consequently  one 
of  toil  and  devoid  of  advantages  for 
intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.     The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  no  charm  for  him ;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.     His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  and 
persevering.     He    became    an    ardent    student    and 
worker  from  his  boyhood,  though  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  his   studies   were   exceedingly   limited.     He 
sorely  felt  the  need  of  a  dictionary;  and,  neither  having 
money  wherewith  to   purchase  it,  nor  being  able  to 
procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  out  to  compile 
one  for  himself.     In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  EngUsh  language,  he  copied  into  a  book  every 
word  whose  meaning  he  did  not   comprehend,  and 
upon  meeting  the  same  word  again  in  the  newspapers 
and  books,  which   came   into   his   hands,   from    the 


context,  would  then  record  the  definition.  Whenever 
unable  otherwise  to  obtain  the  signification  of  a  word 
in  which  he  had  become  interested  he  would  walk 
from  Dartmouth  to  New  Bedford  for  that  purpose 
alone,  and  after  referring  to  the  books  at  the  library 
and  satisfying  himself  thoroughly  as  to  its  definition, 
would  walk  back,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles, 
the  same  night.  This  was  no  unusual  circumstance. 
Under  such  difficulties  and  in  this  manner  he  com- 
piled  quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscript 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  book  upon  surveying,  and  applying  himself 
diUgently  to  its  study  became  famifiar  with  this  art, 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.     The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase   one.     A   compass,  however,   he 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.     Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  took  charge  of  the  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.     When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der the  pressure  of  law,  a  high  school  was  to  be 
opened,  he  passed  a  successful  examination  for  its 
principalship  and  received  the  appointment.     To  do 
this  was  no  small  task.     The  law  required  a  rigid 
examination  in  various  subjects,  which  necessitated 
days  and  nights  of  study.     One  evening,  after  con- 
cluding his  day's  labor  of  teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
to   New  Bedford,  some  seven  or  eight  miles,  called 
upon  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  passed 
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a  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  that 
he  was  quaUfied,  he  walked  back  to  his  home  the 
same  night,  highly  elated  in  being  possessed  of  the 
acquirements  and  requirements  of  a  master  of  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surveyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  this  place,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, — when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford ;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  report  upon  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
rocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
he  started  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular  contributorto  the  New 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reputation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  after  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
"H.  H.  Crapo"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  took  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Bristol 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  New 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment he  compiled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  ^^'^  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory,  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1856,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  1837  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  lip  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 
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gaged  largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Fentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R,  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  corporation  nniil  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.  Company. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  five  cr  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  1869, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  operation  was  per- 
formed which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  too  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  a  relapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died  July 
ZZ^  1869. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life,  Gov.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1825,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  years.  .  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  performing  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  Wm.  W.  Crapo,  of  New  Bedford,  is  now  an 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  First 
Congressional   District   of  Massachusetts, 
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ENRY  P.  BALDWIN,  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  from  Jan. 
^4,  1869,  to  Jan.  I,  1873,  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
iel Baldwin,  a  Puritan,  of  Buck- 
'  inghamshire,  England,  who  set- 
tled at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639. 
His  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. He  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1826.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
Moses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  in  1757,  and  the 
first  who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  honored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  in  1813,  where  for  more  than  50 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governor  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
tor  21  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregationalist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  1814.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-school  education  until  the  age  of 
12  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He  re- 
mained there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  20  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
1837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spnng  of  1838.  Here  he  established  a  mercantile 
house  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
the  present  time.   Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
State  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  library  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  beHef,  he  has  been 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
John,  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  who 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  improvements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B.'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Michigan  State  Bank  until  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  during  the  years  of  i86i-'2  he 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporations, 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  of 
Sault  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  elected 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re-elected  in  1870,  serving 
from  1869  to  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  to  say  that  Governor  B.'s  happy  faculty  of  es- 
timating the  necessary  means  to  an  end — the  knowing 
of  how  much  effort  or  attention  to  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in  hand,  has  been  the  secret  of  the  uniform 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.     The  same  industry  and  accuracy  that  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor   was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears   in    all   things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure.     During  his    administration   marked   improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State   House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
message  of  1873.     The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.     The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire    work   let    under   this    administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at  different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  as   would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  Thelawof  1869,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities    to    vote     aid   toward   the    construc- 
tion of  railroads  was,  in   1870,  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme    Court.     Many  of  the  munici- 
paUties  having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith.    Governor  B.  felt  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.     His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  the  submission  to  the  people  a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  the  hands   of  bona^ 
fide  holders.     In  his  special  message  he  says  :     *'The 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  can  not  afford,  and  I  trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations."     A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1872,  principally  for 
the  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
A  number  of  other  important  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  and   as  an  evidence  of  the  Governor  s  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  financial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  Governor  B.'s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  187 1. 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes.  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  than 
$700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  about 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,  and  announcing  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Europe 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Steamer  Arill,  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,  1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.  The  following  estimate  of 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:  "The  retiring  message 
of  Governor  B.,  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesses  the  lucid 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,  which 
have  been  marked  features  ofall  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.  Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.  For  many  years  eminent  and  capable  men 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and  in  practical 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself  to  be 
the  peer  of  any  or  all  of  them.  The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
the  times.  The  retiring  Governor  has  fully  earned 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  to-day 
possesses  to  such  remarkable  degree. " 
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OHN  JUDSON  BAGLEY, 
Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1873  to  1877,  was  born  in 
Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  24, 1832.  His  father,  John 
Bagley,  was  a  native  of  New 
lampshire,  his  mother,  Mary  M. 
Bagley,  of  Connecticut.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  until  he  was  eight  years 
old,  at  which  time  his  father  moved 
to  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  that 
village.  His  early  experience  was 
like  that  of  many  country  boys  whose 
parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
to  the  newer  portion  of  the  West. 
His  father  being  in  very  poor  circum- 
W[]  stances,  Mr.  B.  was  obliged  to  work 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
Leaving  school  when  13  years  of  age 
he  entered  a  country  store  in  Constan- 
tine as  clerk.  His  father  then  re- 
moved toOwosso,  Mich.,andhe  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  From 
early  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
and  devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
such  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
his  reach.  In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  tobacco  manufactory  and 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 

In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  man- 
ufacturing of  tobacco.     His  establishment  has  become 


one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  the 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1865  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  retiring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  committee. 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  hear  and  consider  any  new 
thought,from  whatever  source  itmay  come,but  was  not 
bound  by  any  religious  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  respect  all  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system   of    education.     It    was    principally 
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t>,rough  his  exertions  that  the  State  University  was 
founded.  Mr.  B/s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 
As  Governor  his  administration  was  charac- 
terized by  several  important  features,  chief  among 
which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  State  by  increasing 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studies,by  strengthening  the  hold 
of  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  change  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
otfiers  were  an  almost  complete  revolution  in  the 
management  of  the  penal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  law, taking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers  through  county  agents,  which  has  proved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  uix)n  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the  record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "  attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opportunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  able  and 
cultured  brain,  the  will  and  the  power  to  do,  he 
asked  his  fellow  citizen  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
labor  for  them.     Self  entered  not  into  the  calculation. 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others ;  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papers  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions,  and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him : 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  about 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year.^" 
He  turned  at  once  and  said:  "  I  do  not  know,  sir;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  I  hope  I  gave  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  more 
next  year  than  I  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  free 
and  spontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  best  authors.  Biog- 
raphy was  his  delight;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Work  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business  or  public  affairs  he 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
the  nut  in  the  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  than 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  what 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  value 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
his  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
to  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome.  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Claus.  Every  Christmas 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking 
the  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Christmas  story, 
closing  the  entertainment  with  "The  Night  Before 
Christmas,"  or  Dickens's  "  Christmas  Carol." 
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HARLES  M.  CROSWELL, 
Governor  of    Michigan   from 
Jan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.    i,   i88t, 
was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1825. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  John  and 
Sallie    (Hicks)   Croswell.     His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction,  was  a  paper-maker, 
and  carried  on  business  in  New 
York  City.     His   ancestors   on 
his  mother's  side  were  of  Knicker- 
bocker   descent.      The      Croswell 
family    may    be   found   connected 
with  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
tence of  the  Republic.    Harry  Cros- 
well,  during  the  administration  of 
President  Jefferson,  published  a  pa- 
per  called   the   Balance^  and    was 
prosecuted  for  libeling  the  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
He  was  defended  by  the  celebrated 
Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
i<yf,  )i  the  case  establised  the  important  ruling  that 
thfc  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.     Another 
member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
ous editor  of  the  Albany  Argus;  also,  Rev.  William 
Croswell,  noted  as  a  divine  and  poet. 

When  Charles  M.  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
his  father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Hudson 
River,  at  Newburg  ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
ing that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died, — 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
family,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon  the  death 


of  his  father  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
1837,  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diligently  for 
four  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du- 
ties qf  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1852.  In  1854,  he  took  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  at  Jack- 
son in  that  year,  which  put  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican State  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  present  Chief- Jus- 
tice Cooley,  which  continued  until  the  removal  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croswell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  the  spring  of  the  same  year ;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  to  represent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  1866,  during  each  term  filling  the  posi- 
tions above  mentioned.  Among  various  reports  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
death  penalty,  and  another  against  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coin, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  may 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instrument  ratified  by  Michigan. 
In  1863,  from  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  in  favor  of  the  Proclama- 
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tion  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proposed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1872,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years. 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi- 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  practical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Governor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
by  acclamation,  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor ;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  have  ever 
distinguished  him, both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 
-*ii^ ^^n*^^^^^^-^ 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care ;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  **  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life.  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.  In  February,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities.  She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  1868,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Governor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
business  difficulties,  for  which  his  unfailing  pru- 
dence and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Gov- 
ernor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  of 
like  political  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  who 
differ  from  him  in  this  regard. 

During  Gov.  Croswell's  administration  the  public 
debt  was  greatly  reduced ;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations ;  laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribrery  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  opened, 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building.  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  by  his  promptness  that  great  distruction  of 
both  life  and  property  was    prevented   at  that  time. 
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DAVID  H.  JEROME,  Gover- 
hRor  of  from  Jan.  i,  1881,  to 
Jan.  I,  1883,  was  born  at  De- 
troit, Mich.,  Nov.  17,  1829. 
His  parents  emigrated  to 
Michigan  from  Trumansburg, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1828, 
locating  at  Detroit.  His  father 
died  March  30,  1831,  leaving 
nine  children.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  and  four  of  the 
children  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring of  his  first  union.  Of  the 
five  children  by  his  second  marriage,  David  H.  was 
the  youngest.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome  s  death,  his 
widow  moved  back  to  New  York  and  settled  in 
Onondaga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1834,  the  four  sons  by  the  first  wife 
continuing  their  residence  in  Michigan.  In  the  fall 
of  1834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to  Michigan, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  St.  Clair  County.  Here  the 
Governor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
ling integrity  that  have  been  so  characteristic  of  the 
man  in  the  active  duties  of  life.  He  was  sent  to  the 
district  school,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teachers,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.  In  the  meantime  he  did  chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  heart 
and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.  The 
heavy  labor  of  the  farm  was  carried  on  by  his  two 
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older  brothers,  Timothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother  s  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  Hved  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  While  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  gubernatorial  convention  in  1880.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fall  of  his  i6th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
in  hauling  logs  in  the  pine  woods.  The  next  summer 
he  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  H.  Miles  being  Clerk  in  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  1848-49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  employers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  1 849-^50,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
his  brother  "Tiff"  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  "Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and  freight  traffic  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  "latter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  known  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  over  which 
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vessels  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  conceived  the  idea  of  towing  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men, — 
among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  80,000 
bushels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,"  a  vessel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  the 
spring  of  185 1,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Franklin  Moore"  and  "Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  "Prince- 
ton," running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  owners,  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  planned  and  put  a  tunnel  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  dry 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  his  absence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  and  in 
1854  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  brothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1855  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  l¥as  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  When  the  Repub- 
iican  party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  David  H. 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members.*'  In  1862,  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Gov.  Austin  Blair  to  raise  one  of  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  at  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  the  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renominated  and  elected  both  rimes  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defeating  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
Home  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  1865  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  In  1873,  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
a  new  State  Constitution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  I876  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  commission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  the 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  exisring  difficulries.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho, 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.  His  opponent  was  Freder- 
ick M.  Holloway,  of  Hillsdale  County,  who  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties. 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  of 
elecrion  day,  it  was  found  that  David  H.  Jerome  had 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  to 
occupy   the   highest   position   within   their   gift. 
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OSIAH    W.    BEGOLE,    the 

present  (1883),  Governor  of 
Michigan  was  born  in  Living- 
ston, County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  20, 
1815.  His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  and  settled  at 
an  early  period  in  the  State  of 
Maryland.  His  grandfather,  Capt. 
^'4.  Bolles,  of  that  State,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  American  army  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About 
i  y  the  beginning  of  the  present  cent- 
'^^  ury  both  his  grandparents,  having 
become  dissatisfied  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  although  slave- 
holders themselves,  emigrated  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  then 
a  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
number  of  their  former  slaves,  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  them. 
His  father  was  an  officer  in  the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  181 2. 
Mr.  B.  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
Academy,  at  Geneseo,  N.  Y.  Being  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  whose  parents  were  in  moder- 
ate though  comfortable  circumstances,  he  was  early 
taught  habits  .of  industry,  and  when  2 1  years  of  age, 
being  ambitious  to  better  his  condition  in  life,  he  re- 
SQlved  to  s^ek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  a§  it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1836,  he  left  the  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ^ 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  city  of  Flint.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  this  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  as  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one, 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  his  youth,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com- 
petence, Mr.  Begole  ascribes  largely  his  success  in 
life.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  ^^^  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was^ 
in  1856,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiting 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers'  families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by  a  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  was  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  latei:  he  was  g.  member  in  Congress. 
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Gov.  Begole  voted  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  Hoiise 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same.  ' 

In  1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  body  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.  He  took  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  view  of  the  importance  of  a  new  capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted  the  bill  for  the 
same  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1872,  and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  and  inform  Gen.  Grant  and  Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.  It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish  of  his  many 
friends,  he  was  induced  to  offer  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  after  competing  for 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.  In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.  Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and.  upon  the 
only  subject  recommended  by  the  President  in  his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;  he  took  an  efficient  though  an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remonetization  of 
silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
policy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacker." 

In  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  1882,  Mr.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  154,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,  Hon.  David  H.  Jerome, 


receiving  149,697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Flint  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican paper  m  Gov.  Begole  s  own  county,  and  it, 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign, 
which  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth : 

"  So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  hispur-r 
pose  nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.  He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies.  He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  making  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man  s  character  than  words.  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  State  where 
Mr.  Begole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  to 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that  he 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  prove  a 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
crats and  Greenbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
to  the  action'  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  rime  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  such  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarrehng  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  to  an  agent  in  the  "-burnt  district"  a  letter,  from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence : 
"  Until  the  differences  between  the  two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.  Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money/'     This  displays  his    tru^    character, 
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^USSELL  A.ALGER,Governor 
of  Michigan  for  the  term  com- 
mencing   Jan.    1,   1885,   was 
born  in  Lafayette  Township, 
Medina  Co.,   Ohio,  Feb.    27, 
'  1836.     Having   lived  a  tem- 
perate life,  he  is  a  comparative 
young  man  in  appearance,  and  pos- 
sesses those  mental  faculties  that  are 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
robust,  mature  and  educated  man- 
hood.    When  11  years  of  age  both 
his  parents  died,  leaving  him  with  a 
younger  brother  and  sister  to  sup- 
port and  without  any  of  the  substan- 
tial m^'eans  of  existence.    Lacking  the  opportunity  of 
better  employment,  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  Richfield, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  the  succeedmg 
seven  years,  saving  money  enough  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses at  Richfield  Academy    during   the    winter 
terms.    He  obtained  a  very  good  English  education, 
and  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
quent winters.     In  1857  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  Wolcott  &  Upson  at  Akron,  re- 
maining until  March,  1859,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  the  Ohio  Supreme  Court.     He  then 
removed  to  Cleveland,  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
Otis    &  Coffinbury,    where    he    remained    several 
months.     Here  he  continued  his  studies  with  in- 
creased zeal,  and  did  much  general  reading.     Hard 
study  and  close  confinement  to  office  work,  however, 
began  to  tell  on  his  constitution,  and  failing  health 
warned  him  that  he  must  seek  other  occupation. 
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He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  law  and  re- 
moved to  Graml  Rapids,  Mich.,  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops 
for  the  war,  Mr.  Alger  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mich. 
Cav.  and   was  mustered  into  the   service   of   the 
United  States  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.     His  record  as 
a  cavalry  officer   was   brilliant   and  honorable   to 
himself  and  his  company.     He  participated  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the   rebellion   and   was 
twice  wounded.     His  first  injury  was  received  in 
the    battle    of   Booneville,    Miss.,    July    2,  1862. 
His  conduct    in   this   engagement    was   so  distin- 
guished  that   he    was   promoted    to   the   rank   of 
Major.     On  the   same    occasion   his  Colonel,   the 
gallant  Phil.  Sheridan,  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General.     A  few  months  later,  on  the 
16th  of  October,  Major  Alger  became  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Sixth  Mich.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
with  his  regiment  to  the  Army  of   the  Potomac. 
After  marked  service  in  the  early  campaign  of  1863, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  June  2  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Mich.  Cav.  His 
regiment  at  this  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan cavalry  brigade.     On  the  6th  of  July  occurred 
the  battle  of  Boonesboro,  Md.     In  this  conflict  he 
was  again  wounded.     His  health  received  a  more 
than  temporary  impairment,  and  in  October,  1864, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the   service.     His 
career  as  a  soldier  included  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contests  of  the  war.     He  was  an  active  charac- 
ter in  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  the 
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Potomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
land by  Gen.  Lee  in  1863,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occurred  while  he  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  66  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  ''gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  dut}^,  Gen.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  armies  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  & 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Manistique  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  &  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  the  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried oflflce.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  has 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  his  country. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  a  busy  man  of  affairs.  His  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  army  life,  and  although 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a  fine  forehead,  rather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
gray  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
attired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high  buttoned  cutaway 


frock  coat,  with  the  predominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel.  He  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  best  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how  busy  he  may  be,  he  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  always  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  always  at  his 
oflSce  promptly  in  the  morning  and  staj^s  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
business  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  all 
his  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits.  Gen.  Alger  has  yet  found  time  for 
general  culture.  He  owns  a  large  library  and  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  has  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
of  bays  are  perhaps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  family.  His  wife 
was  Annette  H.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  married 
April  2,  1 861.  She  is  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  children.  Fay, 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tall 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  a  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  the  past  year 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  11 ;  Fred,  aged  9,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  All  are 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  3tr^et,  at  the  corner  of  First  street,  Detroit. 
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YRUS  GRAY  LUCE,  the 
present  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, combines  in  his  charac- 
ter the  substantial  traits  of 
the  New  England  ancestry 
of  his  father,  and  the  chival- 
rous and  hospitable  elements 
peculiar  to  the  Southerners,  which 
came  to  him  from  his  mother's  side  of 
the  house.  The  New  Englanders,  act- 
ive in  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
after  this  desired  result  was  accom- 
plished, turned  their  attention  to  the 
growth  and  development  of  the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constituted  independent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  up  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  the  subject  of  this  history, 
are  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  Luce  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Northern  Ohio.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va. 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  the  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomforta- 
ble as  an  abiding-place  at  that  time,  and  accord- 
ingly, with  his  wife  and  family  of  young  children, 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio.  There  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1819, 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  continued  residents  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  1836.  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons,  Cyrus  G.  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov.  Luce  were 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  farms  in  that  new  country.  He  was 
taught  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and  to  make  himself  useful  around  the  pioneer 
homestead.  When  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.  This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  privations  which  the 
family  experienced,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  but  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scarce,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  ill  com- 
mon with  other  boys,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  log  school-house,  and  in  summer  as- 
sisted in  clearing  away  the  forests,  fencing  the 
fields  and  raising  crops  after  the  land  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  terms  an  academy  located  at  On- 
tario, Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observation 
added  essentially  to  his  limited  school  privileges. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth-dressing  and  wool-carding 
establishment,  where  Cyrus  G.  acquired  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  had 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  become  interested  in  local 
politics,  in  which  he  displayed  rare  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,  in 
1848,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
for  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
made  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  defeated  by  eleven 
majority.  This  incident  was  but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of  his  life,  and  that  same  year 
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Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  entered  upon,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  1849,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  .modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  five  children,  one  now  deceased. 

In  November,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Thompson,  of  Bron- 
son,  this  State.  He  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  had  been 
considerably  extended,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  1 852  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
two  years  later,  in  1 854,  was  elected  Representative  to 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.  He  served  his  township  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1860.  In  1864  he  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1866.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.  To  the  duties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  his  name  appears 
upon  every  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  State  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  re-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 
and  one-half  years.  In  the  management  of  the 
duties  of  this  office  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  was  not  sought  by  him,  but  the  Governor 


urged  him  to  accept  it,  claiming  that  the  office  was 
the  most  difficult  he  had  to  fill,  and  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  ability.  He  organized 
the  State  into  districts,  appointed  an  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  nearly  one-half,  and  in  every  way  managed 
the  afi'airs  of  the  office  so  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
$32,000.49. 

In  August  of  the  year  1886  Mr.  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  of 
Michigan  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  L.  Yaple.  In 
1874  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
ers' organization  known  as  the  Grange.  Believing 
as  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the  education  and  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing this  result.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
was  Master  of  the  State  Grange  but  resigned  the 
position  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agricultural  or 
affairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his  chief  characteristics.  As  a  farmer,  legislator, 
executive  officer,  and  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  affairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen, 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success. 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit  in 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  &ense.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally,  Gov.  Cyrus  G.  Luce  is  high-minded, 
intellectual  and  affable,  the  object  of  many 
and  warm  friendships,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  fitting  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duty  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  seen, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  State  and  Nation. 
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OME  of  the  fairest  and  most 
productive  counties  of  the 
great  Wolverine  State  are  to 
be  fonnd  in  what  is  known  as 
Southern  Michigan,  and  the 
chiefest  among  these  is  Lena- 
wee County.  Though  settlers  came 
into  this  county  as  early  as  1824,  j^et 
the  commencement  of  its  rapid 
growth  was  not  until  many  years 
later.  It  was  the  railroad  that  did 
so  much  toward  the  encouragement 
of  sturdy  tillers  of  the  soil  to  come 
to  this  fair  and  fertile  region.  Since 
then  the  county  has  enjoyed  a  steady 
growth,  until  to-day  it  stands  among  the  foremost 
counties  of  the  great  Northwest.  In  the  growth  and 
development  of  her  vast  resources,  in  her  agricult- 
ure and  stock-raising,  in  all  the  departments  of 
labor  in  which  busy  man  is  engaged ;  in  her  churches 
and  schools,  in  civilization  and  culture,  Lenawee 
County  has  taken  a  front  rank.  Well  may  her  peo- 
ple be  proud  of  their  product ;  well  may  her  pioneers 
turn  with  pride  to  their  achievements.  Within 
half  a  century  a  wilderness  has  been  subdued  and 
converted  into  beautiful  farms  and  thriving,  popu- 
lous cities,  and  a  community  established  command- 
ing the  admiration  of  the  country. 


Adrian  College. 

DRIAN  COLLEGE  was  organized   March 
{(0/U\    22,    1859.      Originally    it    was    under    the 

|pj|  control  of  the  Wesley  an  Methodist  denom- 
ination, but  in  February,  1867,  it  passed 
into  the  control  of  a  corporation  known  as  the  Col- 
legiate Association  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  Its  affairs  are  controlled  by  a  Board  of 
Trustees,  thirty  in  number.  Of  these,  six  are 
elected  b}^  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  college, 
two  being  chosen  annually  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
The  alumni  were  allowed  this  representation  in  the 
board  in  1876. 

The  college  campus  contains  twent}^  acres,  a  por- 
tion of  it  being  beautifully  laid  out  and  kept.  The 
buildings  are  four  in  number,  all  of  brick,  and 
fronting  the  east.  A  fifth,  or  central  building,  is 
contemplated  in  the  plan,  but  has  not  yet  been 
erected. 

North  Hall  is  85x108  feet,  and,  if  seen  at  night 
with  its  three  tiers  of  gleaming  lights,  one  above 
the  other,  presents  an  imposing  picture.  Here  is 
the  office  of  the  President,  the  library  and  the  dor- 
mitories for  young  men.  South  Hall  is  the  same 
size.  It  also  has  reception  and  assembly  rooms, 
the  departments  of  music  and  painting,  and  dormi- 
tories for  young  ladies,  under  the  care  of  a  resident 
preceptress.     Between  these  two  extremes  are  two 
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two-story  buildings,  each  60x80  feet.  Id  one  are 
the  chapel,  large  enough  to  seat  600,  and  halls  for  the 
literary  societies;  in  the  other  are  the  museum  and 
chemical  and  physical  laboratories. 

The  collection  in  the  museum  is  both  interesting 
and  valuable,  costing  $20,000 ;  the  zoological  col- 
lection alone,  15,000.  Upon  entering  one  comes 
face  to  face  with  the  African  lion,  which  seems 
something  more  than  a  dead  and  stuffed  animal. 
Just  back  of  him  stands  an  elephant,  hardly  as  large 
as  Barnum's  homely  specimen,  while  near  at  hand 
are  a  giraffe,  a  zebra,  an  elk  from  the  Rock}^  Mount- 
ains, and  various  other  animals,  the  whole  forming 
a  "menagerie"  which  proves  attractive  to  thousands 
of  visitors  every  year.  Over  a  dozen  large  cases 
of  birds  and  small  animals  are  also  among  the 
zoological  collections.  The  collection  of  birds  in- 
cludes nearly  all  that  visit  Ohio  and  Michigan.  The 
cases  of  Arctic  and  tropical  specimens  are  especially 
line.  The  mineralogical  collection  includes  gold, 
silver,  zinc  and  other  ores,  and  numerous  specimens  ■ 
which  are  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  students  in 
receiving  their  lessons  from  nature.  He  who  would 
study  geology  may  examine  many  specimens  from 
the  various  formations  all  the  way  from  the  lower 
Silurian  to  tertiary.  Or  he  may  feast  his  eyes  on  a 
large  Ichthyosaur  or  try  to  take  in  the  cast  of  a 
Plesiosaur  made  by  Dr.  John  Kost,  long  curator  of 
the  museum.  The  skeleton  of  a  mastodon,  that 
nnist  have  stood  nearly  twelve  feet  high,  and  that 
was  found  in  Lenawee  County,  has  been  mounted 
and  is  nearly  complete.  In  the  archaeological  de- 
partment the  Indians  and  mound  builders  are  well 
represented  by  various  articles  of  old-time  use,  and 
by  specimens  of  rare  work  of  those  early  days. 
For  the  benefit  of  the  comparative  anatomists  a 
collection  of  skulls  has  been  secured,  while  a  human 
skeleton  permits  one  to  make  satisfactory  investi- 
gation of  truths  which  it  discloses.  In  the  physical 
laboratory  students  are  put  through  a  course  of 
experimental  manipulation  by  which  they  are 
brought  face  to  face  with  Nature's  truths.  The 
chemical  laboratory  is  also  fitted  up  for  work  in 
this  direction. 

The  institution  is  divided  into  six  distinct  schools 
w^hich  classify  and  perfect  the  organization  of  its 
work  to  a  beautiful  system.     These  are:     1.  The 
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College  of  Literature  and  Arts.  2.  The  School  of 
Music.  3.  The  School  of  Theology.  4.  The  Nor- 
mal School.  5.  The  Preparatory  School.  6.  Thf^ 
School  of  Commerce. 

With  reference  to  its  President  and  facult}^  many 
good  things  may  be  said.  It  is  proverbial  that  our 
most  vigorous  institutions  are  presided  over  by 
comparatively  young  men,  and  President  D.  S. 
Stephens,  of  Adrian,  has  not  yet  reached  forty,  yet 
has  had  time  to  pursue  courses  of  study  in  two 
institutions  on  this  side  of  the  water,  at  Adrian  and 
Harvard,  and  one  on  the  other  side,  Edinburgh 
University,  w4iile  his  position  as  President  of  a 
leading  institution  shows  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  by  the  Trustees  and  friends  of  Adrian 
College.  As  for  the  other  men.  Dr.  G.  B.  McElroy, 
of  the  Department  of  Mathematics,  has  had  thirty 
years'  experience,  and  ranks  among  the  leading 
mathematicians  of  the  West,  and  his  assistant.  Prof. 
J.  F.  McCulloch,  who  is  an  alumnus  of  the  college, 
has  also  taken  a  special  course  in  mathematics  at 
Johns'  Hopkins'  University,  Baltimore.  Prof.  C. 
E.  Wilbur,  of  History  and  English  Literature,  is  an 
alumnus  of  the  college,  and  has  earned  a  degree  at 
Yale.  Prof.  Wilbert  Ferguson,  Greek,  graduated 
at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  and  is  w^ell  known  as 
one  of  the  popular  instructors  of  the  Lake  Side 
Summer  School  of  Languages.  Prof.  J.  FI.  D.  Cor- 
nelius, Latin,  is  a  graduate  of  Michigan  University, 
and  a  teacher  of  twenty  years'  experience.  Prof. 
W.  H.  Howard,  Chemistry  and  Physics,  graduated 
at  Adrian  and  supplemented  this  by  a  laborator^^ 
course  at  Harvard.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Dotson,  Preceptress, 
graduated  at  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  and  Prof. 
W.  H.  Carrier,  of  the  School  of  Commerce,  at  the 
Bloomington  (III)  Commercial  College.  These, 
with  other  lecturers  and  instructors,  constitute  the 
corps  of  teachers.  But  the  whole  policy  and  work 
of  the  institution  have  taken  shape  and  coloring 
from  the  ideas  and  purposes  of  one  man  more  than 
any  other,  its  President:  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
his  conception  of  education  and  its  end — the  up- 
building of  character — has  placed  Adrian  College 
on  the  most  advanced  ground  of  any  institution  in 
the  land.  And  this  is  a  subject  worthy  the  study  of 
parents  and  young  people. 

One  of  the  leading  features  in  the  management 
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of  the  college  is  the  evident  and  steadfast  purpose 
to  make  the  formation  of  right  character  in  its  stu- 
dents the  supreme  end  of  all  effort.  The  develop- 
ment in  the  student  of  a  power  of  self-control, 
illuminated  by  a  disciplined  intellect  and  a  well- 
informed  mind,  is  the  aim  which  dominates  the 
methods  of  instruction,  and  the  whole  administra- 
tion of  the  institution.  It  is  held  by  the  President 
that  character  is  established  only  when  the  habit 
of  self-regulated  activity  is  developed.  Hence  he 
endeavors  to  so  shape  all  the  work  of  the  college 
that  a  spirit  of  manly  self-reliance  shall  be  awakened 
among  the  students.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  discipline 
of  the  institution  to  encourage  the  growth  of  self- 
regulated  control  among  students.  It  is  desired  to 
rely  upon  the  developed  love  of  the  good  and  the 
awakened  sense  of  justice  in  students  as  more  potent 
safeguards  to  discipline  than  [i  multiplication  of 
rules  and  regulations.  The  student,  whenever  it 
can  be  done  with  safety,  is  entrusted  with  activ- 
ities that  will  awaken  a  sense  of  responsibility. 
This  is  seen  both  in  the  discipline  and  government 
of  the  students  and  in  the  courses  and  methods  of 
instruction.  In  the  former  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
President  and  Faculty  to  recognize  the  students  as 
members  of  a  community,  sharing,  to  some  degree, 
the  responsibility  of  its  management. 

The  system  of  elective  studies,  so  fully  recog- 
nized now  by  Harvard,  Michigan  University,  and 
other  institutions,  is  here  applied  under  conditions 
that,  it  is  believed,  secure  the  greatest  advantages, 
without  some  of  the  defects  that  grow  out  of  the 
system.  This  institution  was  among  the  first  to 
adopt  a  consistent  and  conservative  application  of 
this  idea.  While  it  was  conceded  that  the  student 
should  be  granted  the  greatest  liberty  in  the  selec- 
tion and  order  of  studies,  consistent  with  thorough- 
ness, yet  it  was  kept  in  mind  that  there  was  a 
logical  sequence  of  studies  which  could  not  be 
violated  without  loss;  and  also,  that  while  the 
greatest  latitude  in  the  range  of  studies  should  be 
permitted,  so  that  the  individual  aptitudes  and 
purposes  of  each  student  might  be  met,  yet  it  was 
recognized  that  there  should  be  a  coherence  of 
studies  throughout  the  course,  and  a  concentration 
of  attention  to  at  knist  one  of  the  leading  depart- 


ments of  knowledge  to  a  degree  approaching  com- 
pleteness. 

To  preserve  the  first  of  these  requisites,  each 
study  of  the  course  requires,  as  condition  for  en- 
trance, the  completion  of  ^'preliminary  studies," 
comprising  all  those  branches  that  logically  lead  up 
to,  and  prepare  for  success  in  the  study  desired. 
The  student  thus,  while  freed  from  all  arbitrary 
and  artificial  restrictions  in  the  selection  of  his 
studies,  is  still  obliged  to  observe  that  natural  order 
of  studies  which  grows  out  of  the  logical  connec- 
tion and  character  of  the  studies  themselves. 

In  the  second  place,  to  secure  unity  in  the 
courses  of  study  pursued  by  those  graduating  and 
to  give  ap{)roximate  significance  to  the  degrees 
conferred,  it  is  provided  that  to  attain  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  750  hours  of  college  work  in 
the  departments  of  Latin  and  Greek  should  be  re- 
quired, and  enough  additional  in  other  departments 
to  make  in  all  2,200  hours'  work.  For  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science,  750  hours  of  work  are  re- 
quired in  the  departments  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Sciences,  with  enough  additional  from 
other  departments  to  make  in  all  2,200  hours'  work. 
The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  is  given 
when  750  hours  of  required  work  are  completed  in 
the  department  of  the  Political  and  Philosophical 
Sciences,  together  with  a  sufficient  number  of  hours 
from  other  departments  to  make  2,200  hours' 
work  in  all. 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  this  important  educa- 
tional reform  w^as  introduced  in  this  college,  and 
its  successful  operation,  the  desirable  results  ob- 
tained, the  adoption  of  similar  plans  by  other  in- 
stitutions, all  go  to  show  that  the  step  taken  was  in 
the  right  direction,  and  one  that  the  wants  of  the 
time  demanded. 

One  other  important  measure  bearing  on  the 
formation  of  character  is  a  course  of  instruction 
directly  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  character- 
building. 

Adrian  College  aims  to  reproduce,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  on  a  larger  scale,  the  elements  of  home 
life.  Hence,  with  many  other  institutions,  it  has 
dormitories  for  its  students.  This  does  not  mean 
small,  unventilated  rooms.  They  are  pleasant, 
j    well    lighted,    ventilated     and    heated.     They    are 
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cheerful,  and  some  handsomely  furnished.  The 
rooms  are  mostly  hi  suites  of  a  study  room  and  bed- 
room attached.  As  cleanliness  in  surroundings  is 
made  easy  by  the  absence  of  fuel  and  ashes  from 
the  rooms,  so  cleanliness  of  person  is  ministered  to 
by  convenient,  steam-heated  bath  rooms. 

While  all  these  conveniences  are  supplied,  the 
expenses  are  remarkably  low.  The  expense  for 
rooms  varies  from  $6  to  |8  per  term  for  each 
student,  including  the  heating  of  the  room.  For 
$4  or  $5  additional  a  room  may  be  fitted  up  in 
comfortable  style.  The  total  expense  for  a  year, 
including  tuition,  board — everything — varies  from 
190  to  $150,  according  to  the  manner  of  living. 
That  these  estimates  are  not  too  low  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  the  college  actually  offers,  in  cases 
where  parents  or  students  do  not  care  to  be  troubled 
about  the  arrangement  of  details,  to  supply  every- 
thing: board,  room,  heating,  tuition  and  incidental 
charges  in  literary  department  for  $150  per  year, 
payable  in  advance  \n  term  installments. 

The  following  is  an  itemized  statement  of  cost: 

College  charges,  one  year $28.50  to  $28.50 

Board,  one  year 40.00  to    90.00 

Room  rent  and  fuel,  one  year  15.00  to  40.00 
Washing  and  light,  one  year .  .  8.00  to  1 2.00 
Books,  one  year 4.00  to    12.00 


Total $95.50     $182.50 

With  reference  to  the  special  lines  of  study, 
there  is  not  a  better  equipped  school  of  music  in 
the  West.     Prof.  Rupp,  who  has  charge,  was  for 


some  time  at  the  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Stutt- 
gart, Germany;  and  New  York  teachers  to  whom 
his  graduates  have  gone  have  been  candid  enough 
to  own  they  could  do  little  for  them,  so  thorough 
had  been  their  training.  For  turning  out  music 
teachers  this  school  has  unusual  facilities  and  a 
splendid  reputation,  as  a  glance  at  its  alumni  record 
will  show.  Students  completing  either  of  the 
courses — instrumental  or  vocal — and  passing  n 
satisfactory  examination,  will  receive  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Music.  To  one  expecting  to  teach 
the  science,  it  is  money  well  invested  that  brings 
the  facilities  for  earning  such  a  certificate  of  thor- 
ough musical  culture. 

The  Normal  School  gives  a  diploma  and  pre- 
pares teachers  in  the  best  principles  and  methods  of 
teaching. 

The  School  of  Theology  embraces  in  its  course 
of  three  years  all  that  is  usually  taught  in  theolog- 
ical seminaries,  conferring  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Divinity  upon  those  who  complete  the  course, 
having  first  taken  a  literary  course  and  graduated 
in  some  college. 

The  School  of  Commerce  educates  for  business. 
Bookkeeping,  penmanship,  stenograph}^  with  type- 
writing, are  taught  by  experts,  besides  the  students 
have  the  privilege  of  attending  any  of  the  College 
or  Normal  School  classes,  and  the  benefits  of  literary 
societies  and  the  college  library  and  reading-room, 
without  extra  charge. 
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AMP:8   WHITNEY,  born  in  War- 
wick, Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,    10   Feb., 
|j;^.r.i   1783;  dwelt  there  until  he  was 
about  eighteen  years  old,  when 
on  foot  and  alone,  he  journeyed 
to     Romulus,    N.     Y.,    passing 
through    the  ^4)eech  woods"  in 
the  northeast  part  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, where  there  was  scarcely  a 
house  for  forty  miles.     He  mar- 
ried at  Romulus,  9  Nov.,   1806, 
with    Mary    Frisbie.       He    was 
drawn  for  service  in  the  War  of 
1812,  but  it  being  dillicult  for 
him  to  leave  home  he  provided 
a  substitute.      In   1813  he  pur- 
chased 200  acres  of  land  from  the   Holland    Land 
Company,  in  Shelby,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  which 
he  settled   with  his   family   in  the   spring  of  1814. 
While  in  Shelby  he  was  Captain  of  a  military  com- 
pany for  several  years.     In  the  fall  of  1 827  he  went 
to  Michigan  to  look  for  a  new  home,  and  on  the  23d 
of  October,  1827,  he  bought  the  south  half  of  sec- 
tion 34,  and  the  east  half  of  the   northeast  quarter 
of  the  same  section,  all  now  within  the  bounds  of 
the  city   of   Adrian,   which    then   contained    about 
half  a  dozen    buildings.       In   the    spring  of  1828 
he    removed    his    family    to    Adrian,    where    he 
arrived  8  June,    1828,  and  settkvl  where  tlie    Hait 


house  now  stands,  on  West  Mauraee  street,  west 
of  which  there  was  then  no  road  cut.  After 
a  residence  of  five  years  in  Adrian,  he  sold  his 
farm  G  June,  1833,  to  James  Wheeler,  and  moved 
to  Nottawa,  St.  Joseph  County,  and  purchased  800 
acres  of  land  at  Sand  Lake,  where  he  dwelt  until  1 839, 
then  removed  to  Moulton,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
he  died  11  Aug.,  1851.  His  wife  died  28  Aug., 
1851.  They  were  buried  m  the  cemetery  at  Ft. 
Amanda,  Ohio.  His  journey  was  noticed  on  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  arrival,  in  the  Adrian 
Times  and  Expositor  of  8  June,  1878,  and  again  in 
the  ^^llistory  and  Biographical  Record  of  Lenawee 
Ccmnty,"  page  86,  as  follows: 

'VHalf  a  Century.  In  the  fall  of  1827,  Capt. 
James  Whitney,  an  early  settler  of  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  sold  his  farm  and  soon  after  started  for  the  then 
far-away  and  wilderness  Territory  of  Michigan,  in 
search  of  a  new  home.  After  visiting  several  sec- 
tions he  came  to  Adrian,  before  any  surveying  or 
platting  of  lots  had  been  done,  and  purchased  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Raisin  400  acres  of  heavy  tim- 
bered land,  and  in  May,  1828,  started  with  his  fam- 
ily by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  thence 
by  steamer  ''Niagara,"  Capt.  William  L.  Pease  com- 
mander, for  Detroit,  thence  by  schooner,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Luther  Harvey,  to  Monroe,  where  he  pur- 
chased teams  (having  brought  wagons  with  him) 
I   and  again  took  up  his  march  for  Adrian,  which  at 
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that  time  was  as  far  west  as  any  road  had  been 
opened  east  of  the  Mississippi,  or  any  settlement 
made  with  the  exception  of  military  and  mission- 
ary stations,  the  whole  western  country  being  in 
possession  of  the  Indians.  After  a  tedious  journey 
through  mud,  woods  and  Avaters,  he  arrived  at  his 
destination,  the  then  embryo  city  of  Adrian,  with 
his  wife  and  eight  children,  two  of  whom  were 
Abel  and  William  A.  Whitney,  who  for  the  first 
time  fifty  years  ago  to-day,  saw  the  place  where 
at  this  time  there  are  nearly  10,000  inhabitants,  and 
they  the  two  oldest  male  residents  within  its  cor- 
porate limits.  So  much  for  time  and  progress  in 
the  space  of  fifty  years." 

Children  of  James  and  Mary  (Frisbie)  Whitney. 

I.  Marian  Whitney,  b.  at  Romulus,  N.  Y.,  1 
July,  1808;  married  18  Nov.,  1829,  with  Asher 
Stevens,  who  died  18  Nov.,  1847.  She  died  7  March, 
1863.     They  were  buried  at  Ft.  Amanda,  Ohio. 

II.  Russell  Whitney,  b.  at  Romulus,  N.  Y.,  30 
Aug.,  1810;  married  16  Nov.,  1831,  with  Angeline 
Rogers,  and  settled  in  Rome,  Mich. 

III.  Abel  Whitney,  who  will  be  noticed  below. 

IV.  Rebecca  Whitney,  b.  at  Shelby,  N.  Y.,  22 
July,  1815;  married  1  March,  1833,  with  Edmund 
Burris  Brown.  He  died  17  Nov.,  1850,  and  she 
married  (2d)  with  Cornelius  Cline,  and  settled  at 
Nottawa,  Mich. 

V.  James  Whitney,  b.  at  Shelby,  N.  Y.,  30  elan., 
1818,  and  died  in  1850,  unmarried. 

VI.  William  Augustus  Whitney,  of  whom  a  no- 
tice will  follow. 

VII.  Benjamin  Whitney,  b.  at  Shelby,  N.  Y., 
10  Aug.,  1822;  married  5  Nov.,  1845,  with  Mi- 
nerva Daniels,  who  died  17  May,  1856,  and  he  mar- 
ried (2d)  1  March,  1857,  with  Margaret  Josephine 
Armstrong,  and  resided  at  Duchauquet,  Ohio.  She 
died.  He  died  14  April,  1883,  and  was  buried  in 
Shawnee  Cemetery,  Ohio. 

VIII.  Sarah  Whitney,  b.  at  Shelby,  N,  Y.,  17 
May,  1825;  married  1  May,  1851,  with  William  V. 
R.  M.  Layton,  and  settled  at  Wapakoneta,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  in  1879. 

Abel  Whitney  left  his  birthplace  with  his  parents 
before  he  was  a  year  old,  and  lived  in  Shelby,  Or- 
leans Co.,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of  1  828  he  moved 
with  his  father's   family  to  Michigan,  arriving  at 


their  new  home  8  June,  1828.  This  home  was  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Raisin  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent city  of  Adrian,  which  then  contained  five 
or  six  buildings,  and  from  that  small  beginning 
he  has  seen  the  entire  development  of  the  city  and 
its  business  to  the  present  time.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness life  when  only  eighteen  years  old,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  the  year  1831,  when,  in  company  with 
Asher  Stevens,  his  brother-in-law,  and  Richard  M. 
Lewis,  he  visited  Ohio  and  bought  a  drove  of  about 
200  cattle.  At  that  time  the  settlements  extended 
only  about  three  miles  south  of  Adrian.  They  went 
in  a  southwesterly  course,  striking  Bean  Creek  a 
few  miles  above  the  site  of  Morenci,  followed  that 
stream  to  the  Maumee  River,  which  they  crossed  at 
Defiance,  and  then  up  the  Auglaize  River  through 
a  wilderness  to  Wapakoneta,  St.  Mary's  and  Green- 
ville. Returning,  they  swam  their  stock  across  the 
Maumee  and  other  streams  on  the  wa3\  In  readi- 
ness to  "do  the  next  thing,"  in  the  fall  of  1831  he 
took  a  place  as  clerk  in  the  general  country  store 
of  Messrs.  Finch  and  Skeels,  where  he  made  himself 
useful  until  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  in  1832, 
when  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  partners,  Mr. 
Asahel  Finch,  he  made  preparation  for  opening  a 
grocery  store,  cutting  and  hauling  to  mill  the  logs 
for  lumber  to  build  his  place  of  business,  in  the 
winter  of  1832-33,  and  was  ready  to  commence 
business  in  the  summer  of  1833.  This  building  is 
now  owned  by  Joseph  C.  Jones,  and  is  standing 
nearly  opposite  the  Masonic  Temple.  The  upper 
story  of  it  was  his  observatorj^  while  viewing  the 
heavenly  wonders  of  the  great  meteoric  shower  of 
14  Nov.,  1833.  In  1834  he  sold  his  place  and  busi- 
ness to  Mr.  Anson  Clark  (who  came  to  Adrian 
from  Monroe),  and  in  1835,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Asahel  Finch,  erected  the  building  in  after  years 
known  as  the  Hance  school  building,  in  which  they 
opened  the  first  drug-store  in  Adrian.  His  inter- 
est in  this  business  he  sold  to  his  partner,  and  be- 
gan to  buy  and  sell  land,  and  finding  some  leisure 
time  on  his  hands,  arranged  a  matrimonial  partner- 
ship with  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Budlong,  with  whom  he 
married  27  Oct.,  1836,  and  the  partnership  still  hap- 
pily continues,  after  more  than  fifty-one  years.  A 
notice  of  Mrs.  Whitney  will  be  given  below.  In 
the  spring   of  1837  he   formed  a  partnership    with 
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his  brother-in-law,  Alfred  W.  Biidlong,  in  the  dry- 
goods  trade,  and  early  in  the  season,  went  to  New 
York  to  buy  goods,  traveling  by  stage  from  Toledo    j 
through    Cleveland    to   Beaver,   and  steamboat   to 
Pittsburgh,  thence  by  canal  and  short  sections  of 
railroad  to  Philadelphia,  and  from  there  by  steam- 
boat and  stage.     Returning,  he  went  to  Albany  by 
a  Hudson  River  steamboat,  to  Schenectady  by  rail- 
road, to  Buffalo  by  the  Erie  Canal,  thence  by  stage 
to  Erie,  Penn.,  by  steamboat  to  Toledo,  and  by  the 
Erie  &  Kalamazoo  Railroad  to  Adrian,  having  taken 
about  six  weeks  in  making  the  trip.     His  interest  in 
this  business  he  sold  to  liis  partner  the   same   year. 
The  project   of  building    the    Michigan    Southern 
Railroad  opened  to  his  view  a  broader  field  of  en- 
terprise, and  in  company  with  Silas  Crane,  he  made 
a  contract  with  Gen.  Levi  S.   Humphrey,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  "a  State 
enterprise,"   to   furnish  the  superstructure  for  two 
miles  of  the  road,  which  was  the  first  work  done  on 
the  road  west  of  the  city  of  Monroe.     In  the  spring 
of  1838,  with  the  same  partner,  he  contracted  with 
the  Commissioner  to  build   the   road   from   Leroy 
Bridge   to   Adrian,   including   the  clearing  of  the 
ground,  building  bridges  and  culverts,   and  laying 
the  iron.     They  opened    a  grocery  and   provision 
store  in  connection  with  their  railroad   work,   sent 
men  as  far  as   Springfield,  111.,  to  buy  hogs,  which 
were    driven    to  Adrian    and    killed    on    what     is 
at  present  known  as  Lawrence  Park  to  supply  their 
laborers  and  the  citizens  generally  with  meat.  After 
fulfilling  his  contract  on  the  railroad  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  Henry  Hart,  in  the  dry-goods 
trade,  continuing  until  1842,  when  he  sold  his  inter- 
est to  Mr.  Hart.     In  184o  he   was  appointed  Post- 
master of  Adrian,  and  held   the   office  until   1849, 
during  which  time   he   formed   a   partnership   with 
Mr.  Hart  in  the  foundry  business,  which  continued 
several  years.     In  1849  he  was  in   company  with 
Mr.  Hiram  Dawes,  in  the  forwarding  and  commis- 
sion business  on   the    Michigan   Southern  Railroad 
until  the  company  began  providing  their  own  ware- 
houses,   when   he   engaged    in   buying  and   selling 
grain,  which  he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1857. 
He  was  an  active  and   infiuential   member  of   the 
Democratic  party  from  1843  to  1854,  during  which 
time  he  was  a  delegate  in  nearly  every  State,  county 


and  congressional  convention,  but  having  no  per- 
sonal political    ambition,   never  presented   himself 
as  a  candidate  for    office   or  favors  from  his  party, 
and  though  asked  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  as  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,   Mayor   of  the  city, 
and  Supervisor,  has  uniformly  declined  any  propo- 
sitions of  that  kind,   as   he   had   no  aspirations  for 
such  honors,  and  preferred  to  work  for   the   public 
interest  in  an  individual  way.     In   1852  he  was  a 
member  of   the    Democratic  National  Convention 
at  Baltimore,  which  nominated  Franklin  Pierce  for 
the  Presidency,  but  becoming  dissatisfied   with  the 
position  of  his  paity  on  the  question  of  slavery,  he 
ceased  to  be  active  in  its  behalf.     In  18G0    he  was 
in    favor    of    Douglas,    and    without    his   previous 
knowledge,  was  nominated  by  the  party  for  the  of- 
fice of  Sheriff  of  Lenawee  County,  but  the  Repub- 
licans having  a  large  majority  in  the  county,  no  one 
on  his  ticket  was  elected.     He  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  at  his  second  election,  in    1864,  and   since 
that    time    has    acted    with    the    Republican  parly. 
During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion   he  worked    effi- 
ciently with  the  friends  of  the  Union,  aiding  largely 
with  his  means  in  filling  the  several  quotas  of  men 
for  the  army,  and  assisting  the  aid   society   in  for- 
warding supplies  to  the  soldiers   in   the  field.     He 
was  treasurer  of  the  soldiers'  bounty    fund   for   the 
city,  spending  his  time  without  compensation,  and 
contributing  means  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  a 
draft.     When  many  seemed   almost  without   hope 
that  the  friends  of  the  Government  would  be  able 
to  subdue  the  rebellion,  he  loaned  to  the   city   of 
Adrian  a  large  sum   of  money,  advancing  114,000 
at  one  time,  at  what  was  then  alow  rate  of  interest, 
in  order  that  men  might  be  found  and  paid  to  fight 
the  enemies  of  freedom  and  save  the  Nation's  life, 
being  determined  that  no  resident  of  the  city  should 
be  forced  from  his  home  by  a  draft   while   money 
could  be  found  to  pay  those   who   were    willing  to 
serve. 

Mr.  Whitney's  interest  in  education  was  always 
active,  and  from  1859  to  1868  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  public  schools  of 
Adrian,  having  been  three  times  elected  its  Presi- 
dent, and  aided  largely,  with  his  time  and  expe- 
rience, in  erecting  three  of  the  best  school  build- 
ings in  the  State,  and  in  systematizing  the  schools, 
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serving  without  compensation,  and  devoting  a  large 
^hare  of  his  time  to  the  work,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
aiding  in  the  successful  arrangement  and  permanent 
establishment  of  a  school  system  which  should  be  well 
calculated  to  benefit  the  children  of  this  and  future 
generations,  and  prepare  them  for  usefulness. 

In   1840  the  Presbyterian  society   selected    Mr. 
Whitney  to  solicit  and   collect  funds,  and   contract 
for    materials    and    labor    for   the    erection    of  the 
church  edifice  which  they  still  occupy,  which  he  did, 
superintending  the  work  as  if  it  had  been  his  own 
private  enterprise.     In  1854  the  society  authorized 
him  to  add  thirty  feet  to  the  length  of  the  church, 
all  of   which    was    done   under    his  personal  direc- 
tion, and  promoted    by    large    outlays    of  his  own 
means.     Although  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  church 
he  has  for  fifty  years   contributed    liberally    to    its 
treasury,  and   served   for  many  years  as   an  active 
member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees.     He  was,  for  a 
long  time,  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Adrian  College,  and 
contributed  largely  to  its  material  prosperity,  hav- 
ing on  two  occasions  given  it  as  much  as  $500  at  a 
time.     He  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  its  trans- 
fer from  the  Wesleyan  to  the  Protestant   Methodist 
denomination,  by  which  means  it  was  relieved  from 
serious  embarrassment,  and  its  prosperity   and  use- 
fulness greatly  enlarged. 

In  company  with  Mr.  Henry  Hart,  he  originated 
the  movement  for  providing  a  suitable  resting- 
place  for  the  dead  of  the  city,  which  resulted 
in  the  purchase  by  him  of  twenty-two  acres  of  land, 
in  the  winter  of  1847-48,  of  Mr.  Addison  J.  Com- 
stock.  Additions  have  been  made  to  this  until 
Oakwood  Cemetery  now  contains  over  ninety  acres, 
and  is  the  pride  and  boast  of  the  citizens  of  Adrian, 
as  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the  State.  He  has  de- 
voted a  large  amount  of  time  and  thought  to  en- 
larging, improving  and  beautifying  the  grounds. 
He  has  had  tlie  supervision  of  its  interests  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  and  continues  in  office  as  Treas- 
urer and  Trustee.  He  has  been  a  stockholder  and 
Director  in  the  Michigan  State  Insurance  Company, 
the  oldest  stock  company  in  the  State,  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  its  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Whitney  raised  the  subscription  to  the  stock 
of  the  First  National  P>ank  in  1872,  and  is  a  stock- 
holder, Director  and  its  Vice  President.     He  was  a 


stockholder,  Director  and  President  of  the  Union 
Hall  Association,  and  was  a  stockholder.  Director 
and  Vice  President  of  the  State  Savings  Bank.  He 
has  bought  and  sold  large  amounts  of  real  estate  in 
Adrian  and  other  places,  and  done  a  considerable 
amount  of  building  in  Adrian,  and  aided  in  the 
general  improvement  and  beautifying  of  the  city. 

A  lover  of  progress  and  good  order,  a  friend  to 
the  worthy  and  unfortunate,  an  enemy  to  all 
schemes  of  fraud  or  dishonesty  in  public  officials, 
or  those  in  positions  of  trust,  individual  or  other- 
wise, of  any  kind  or  nature,  always  seeking  and 
working  to  improve  the  condition  of  mankind, 
he  has  been  as  ready  to  use  his  means  to  benefit 
others  as  to  save  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  his 
own  wealth;  and  it  may  safely  and  properly  be  said 
that  no  man  ever  lived  in  Adrian  who  has  contrib- 
uted more  from  his  time  and  resources  for  the 
general    prosperity    of    the    place    than   has    Abel 

Wliitney. 

Mrs.    Sarah   Ann    (Budlong)    Wliitney,   wife  of 
Abel  Whitney,  was   born   21   Feb.,   1812,  at  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  where  her  father,  Daniel  Budlong,  built  th(^ 
first  brick  house  in  the  place,  which  he  sold  to  Gov. 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  for  a  banking  house.     When 
she  was  about  three  years  old  her  pafents  moved  to 
Tully,  N.  Y.,  where  her  father  had  bought  a  farm 
of    600    acres,    which    he   soon  sold,    and    moved 
to  Cortland   Village,   N.  Y.       In  July,   1834,  she 
came  to  Adrian  with  her    brother,  Alfred    Wells 
Budlong,    who  opened  a   dry-goods  store,  and   he 
being  then  unmarried,  she  began  housekeeping  for 
him\i  the   fall  of   that   year,  in  the  same   house 
where  she  now  lives,  which  her  husband   bought  a 
few  years  after  their  marriage.      When  about  four- 
teen years  old  she  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at   Cortland  Village,    N.   Y.,   and  afterward  by   a 
letter     of    dismission,  became   a    member    of    the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Genoa,  N.  Y.,  from  which 
she    received    a    letter    of    dismission,    on    which 
she  joined  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Adrian, 
13  Dec,  1835,  and  is  now  the  only  person  remaining 
in   the  cluu-ch  who   was  a  member  at  that  time,  al- 
ways active  and  ready  to  do  a  liberal  share  of  church 
work,  and  contribute  freely  from  her  resources  to 
its  support.     In   1835,  the  Synod  of  Michigan  met 
at  Adrian,    and  a  pul)lic  reception    was  given    its 
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members  at  her  house.  Having  been  a  subscriber 
and  constant  reader  of  the  New  York  Evangelist  fov 
more  than  thirty  years,  she  has  come  to  j)lace  a 
high  value  on  its  weekly  visits. 

Augustus  Harvey  Whitney,  the  only  child  of  Abel 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Budlong)  AVhitney,  was  born  at 
Adrian  4  Jan.,  1841  ;  a  youth  of  rare  promise,  whose 
early  death  doomed  many  ardent  hopes  to  end  in 
sad  regrets.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Adrian  and  helped  in  his  father's  business  until  he 
was  thirteen  years  old,  when  he  was  sent  to  attend 
a  select  school  for  boys  at  Beardsley's  Place,  in 
Monroe,  Conn.,  after  which  he  studied  and  grad- 
uated at  Bell's  Commercial  College,  Chicago,  111. 
From  1855  to  1857  he  was  clerk  in  the  banking 
house  of  D.  K.  Underwood  &  Co.,  at  Adrian,  of 
which  his  .father  was  a  partner.  In  1857,  he  was 
receiving  and  paying  teller  in  the  banking  house  of 
Messrs.  Taylor  &  Kreigh,  Chicago,  Til.,  where  he 
was  attacked  by  typhoid  fever,  followed  by  ab- 
scesses, and  after  an  illness  of  fourteen  months  he 
died  at  Adrian,  10  May,  1859,  and  was  buried  in 
Oakwood  Cemetery. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  above,  reference  has 
been  had  and  free  use  made  of  the  genealogical 
records  of  the  Whitney  family  of  Connecticut,  and 
the  ^'History  and  Biographical  Record  of  Lenawee 
County." 

WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  WHITNEY,  b.  in 
Shelby,  N.  Y^.  21  April,  1820;  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Adrian  in  June,  1  828, 
and  when  eighteen  years  old  he  went  to  Attica,  N. 
Y.,  in  the  service  of  Elias  T.  Stanton  and  David 
Scott  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store.  After  two 
and  a  half  years  he  returned  to  Adrian,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  same  business  till  the  fall  of  1847. 
He  married  14  Sept.,  1847,  with  Miss  Ellen  Maria 
Bixby,  who  was  born  at  Albion,  N.  Y.,  G  April, 
1825,  and  came  to  Adrian  in  the  fall  of  1827,  with 
her  parents,  David  and  Laura  (Foster)  Bixby.  In 
December,  1847,  he  opened  the  New  Franklin 
Hotel,  which  he  kept  about  one  year,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  it  and  returned  to  the  mercantile  business, 
in  which  he  continued  most  of  the  time  till  1858. 


In  the  spring  of  1859,  in  which  year  the  first 
stone  pavement  was  laid  in  Adrian,  he  was  elected 
City  Recorder;  was  again  elected  in  18G0,  and  held 
the  office  till  April,  18G1.  In  the  fall  of  18G2  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  of  Lenawee  County; 
again  elected  two  years  later,  and  served  till  1  Jan., 
18G7.  He  then  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Michigan  State  Insurance  Company,  where  he 
continued  till  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  of  Adrian,  which  office  he  held 
from  17  May,  18G9,  to  17  May,  1873.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  printing  business,  and  founded  the 
Adrian  Daily  and  Weekly  Press,  which  he  pub- 
lished for  nearly  five  years,  and  sold  out  5  April, 
1878. 

As  one  of  the  very  early  inhabitants  of  Adrian, 
he  always  felt  an  honest  pride  and  manifested  a 
genuine  interest  in  everything  that  could  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  city,  as  well  as  that  of  the  whole 
county  of  Lenawee.  In  November,  1867,  he  wrote, 
for  his  paper,  the  early  history  of  Adrian,  from 
1825  to  1835;  and  on  the  17th  of  February,  1875, 
he  wrote  the  first  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Lenawee  County,  which  meeting,  held 
27  Feb.,  1875,  organized  the  Lenawee  County  Pio- 
neer Society,  of  which  he  was  chosen  the  first 
Secretary. 

In  1879,  in  company  vvith  Mr.  Richard  I.  Bon- 
ner, he  canvassed  the  county  of  Lenawee,  gathering 
materials  for  a  series  of  biographical  sketches,  which 
they  published  in  two  handsome  volumes,  under 
the  title,  ^'History  and  Biographical  Record  of 
Lenawee  County,  Michigan,"  a  very  valuable  work, 
which  will  preserve  the  memory  of  its  authors  in 
the  minds  of  a  grateful  people  for  ages  to  comf>. 

Mr.  AYhitney  died  23  January,  1884,  and  was 
buried  in  Oakwoi)d  Cemetery. 

Children  of  William  Augustus  and  Ellen  Maria 
(Bixby)  Whitney : 

I.  Dwight  Avery  Whitney,  b.  at  Adrian,  21 
June,  1848;  married  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  25 
Jan.,  1870,  with  Marian  Celia  Lawrence,  who  was 
born  at  Rochester,  N.  Y^,  15  May,  1848,  daughter 
of  Willis  Thompson  and  Marian  (Wadsworth)  Law- 
rence. Their  daughter,  Lena  B.  Whitney,  was  born 
at  Adrian,  21  April,  1873. 

II.  Fanny  Lee  Whitney,  b.  at  Adrian,  16  July, 
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1859;  married  18  Dec,  1878,  with  O.  F.  Berdan, 
a  violinist,  composer  and  music  publisher,  at  the 
time  of  their  marriage  a  resident  of  Adrian,  but  at 
this  date  of  Detroit. 
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'  NDREA¥    HOOD.     Upon  the  principle  that 
•'a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,"  the  sub- 

Pject  of  this  biography  remains  at  the  home- 
^i^^  stead,    tlie  land   which  his   father  secured 

from  the  Government  over  fifty  years  ago.  William 
Hood,  who  was  born  in  Romulus,  Seneca  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Dec.  27,  1805.  came  to  Southern  Michigan  when 
a  young  man  thirt}^  years  of  age  and  selected  his  Jo- 
cation.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  State  and 
worked  two  more  years,  in  order  to  earn  money  for 
the  removal  of  his  family. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  with  his  wife  and  three 
children,  landed  in  Adrian  the  second  time  on  the 
20th  of  September,  1837,  and  the  same  day  he 
found  his  way  through  the  woods  to  his  property  on 
section  26,  Rome  Township.  While  being  sheltered 
a  few  days  in  the  house  of  Seth  At  wood,  he  put  up 
a  shanty  without  windows  or  doors,  and  occupied 
this  with  his  family  about  six  weeks,  until  he  could 
put  up  a  good  log  house.  When  this  structure  was 
completed  and  the  goods  moved  in,  Mrs.  Hood  was 
so  homesick  that  she  objected  to  having  her  goods 
unpacked,  especially  her  bureau,  declaring  she  w^as 
going  back  to  York  State,  as  she  "  could  not  stand 
it  here  in  the  w^oods."  The  house,  however,  proved 
to  be  very  comfortable,  and  the  mother  became  rec- 
onciled, and  finally  content  to  regard  it  as  her  home. 
She  never  returned  to  her  native  State. 

John  Hood,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Sunbury,  Northumberland  Co., 
Pa.,  whence  with  three  brothers  he  removed  into 
Seneca  County,  and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land 
between  the  lakes.  The  brothers  continued  in  that 
region  about  eighteen  years,  cultivating  the  soil, 
erecting  good  buildings,  i)lanting  orchards,  laying 
off  roads,  building  bridges,  etc.,  and  after  the  labor 
of  all  these  years  found  out  that  their  titles  were  de- 
fective, and  the  man  of  whom  they  purc-hased  a 
swindler.  The  entire  tract  was  set  oft'  by  the  Gov- 
ernment into  soldiers'  claims,  and  the  Hood  brothers 
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not  only  lost  their  purchase  money,  but  eighteen 
years  of  hard  labor.  John  Hood  fought  for  his 
rights,  but  the  United  States  Court  at  Albany  de- 
cided against  him ;  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  Romulus,  dying  there  in  1832.  His  wife, 
Lucinda  (Moody)  Hood,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
town  as  her  husband,  and  after  his  death  joined  her 
daughter  in  Michigan,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Rome 
Township  in  1862.  William  Hood  never  owned  a 
farm  until  he  came  to  Michigan.  The  expense  of 
testing  the  claim  of  the  Hoods  to  their  land  com- 
pletely ruined  them  financially,  and  after  the  deatli 
of  his  father,  William  turned  his  eyes  toward  the 
western  country.  His  mother,  who  had  suffered  so 
much  from  hardship  and  anxiety,  lived  to  see  her 
son  the  possessor  of  a  good  farm  free  from  incum- 
brance, and  with  him  her  old  age  was  ])assed  in 
ease  and  plenty. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Catherine 
Bartlett,  of  Romulus,  N.  Y".,  and  was  born  there 
April  26,  1812.  She  became  the  wife  of  William 
Hood  on  the  1st  of  December,  1831,  and  of  this 
union  there  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  three 
were  born  in  Romulus:  Hannah  B.  was  born  Nov. 
8,  1832,  and  is  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Beers,  of  Adrian 
Township;  Mary  was  born  July  14,  1834,  and  mar- 
ried Stephen  Beers,  of  Adrian  Township,  now  of 
Nebraska;  Andrew  was  born  April  20,  1836,  and  is 
the  third  child ;  Caroline  was  born  after  the  removal 
of  the  famil}^  to  Michigan,  in  Rome  Township, 
March  27,  1838,  and  died  Jan.  6,  1851  ;  Lewis  was 
born  July  21,  1840,  and  is  a  resident  of  Ithaca,  this 
State;  Nancy  was  born  April  29,  1842,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Franklin  Jerrells,  of  Grand  Traverse;  Har- 
riet A.  was  born  Aug.  22,  1848,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1868;  Emma  K.  was  born  Aug.  15,  1852, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Smith,  of  Adrian  Town- 
ship; William  H.  was  born  Jan.  19,  1856,  and  is  in 
Rome  Township. 

Andrew  Hood  made  his  home  at  the  old  place 
until  about  1877,  working  first  with  his  father,  then 
rented  the  homestead ;  in  1876  he  had  purchased  a 
tract  of  forty-five  acres,  one-half  mile  west.  At  the 
same  time  he  had  his  present  farm  on  section  26 
under  process  of  cultivation.  When  twenty-four 
years  of  age  he  was  first  married,  Oct.  16,    1860,  to 


t 


-l  -^^- 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


189 


Miss  Melissa,  daughter  of  Edward  Ilalsted,  of  Rome  i 
Township.  This  lady  was  born  on  the  6th  of  No-  \ 
vember,  1838,  and  died  a  few  months  after  her  | 
marriage,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1861. 

Mr.  Hood  was  married  a  second  time,  Sept.  30,  I 
1863,  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  George  D.  and 
Sarah  8.  (Taylor)  Bascom,  natives  of  Vermont,  wlio  ; 
were  married  in  Raisin  Township,  this  county.  May  \ 
1,  1836.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hood  have  one  son,  George 
L.,  who  was  l)orn  Sept.  2,  1  866,  and  is  now  a  prom-  \ 
ising  young  man,  and  has  a  teacher's  certificate.  ; 
Mrs.  Andrew  Hood  attended  both  the  district  and  | 
a  private  school  in  Adrian,  and  developed  into  a  j 
teacher,   which  profession,  she  followed  nine  terms.    | 

Mr.  Hood  has  taken  very  little  interest  in  poll-  j 
tics,  but  upon  occasions  of  general  elections  votes  | 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  a  regular  at-  \ 
tendant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  j 
farm  operations  are  carried  on  after  the  most  ap- 
proved  methods,  and  the  home  is  in  all  respects  the  ' 
picture  of  comfort  and  plenty. 


'  LBERT  SOUTHWORTH  was  a  pioneer  of 
{(mM.  Lenawee  County,  of  the  log  cabin  days, 
where  he  resided,  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen,  for  many  years,  and  departed  this 
life  on  tlie  24th  of  May,  1886.  He  was  born  in 
Edmestou,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  1,5,  1817,  while 
his  father,  Joseph  Southworth,  was  born  in  Mans- 
field, Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  Jan.  30,  1788,  but  when 
young  removed  with  his  parents,  Joseph  and  Lydia 
Southworth,  to  Edmestou,  where  they  died. 

Joseph  Southworth,  Jr.,  was  brought  up  a  farmer, 
and  owned  a  farm  in  Otsego  County,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  1832.  In  the  spring  of  1831  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and  purchased  of  John  Penning- 
ton 160  acres  of  land  on  section  23,  Raisin  Town- 
ship, then,  returning  to  Otsego  County,  sold  his 
farm  there,  and  moved  liis  family  to  Michigan, 
settling  on  his  land  in  the  spring  of  1832.  There 
was  a  log  house,  and  small  improvements  had  been 
made  on  the  farm.  His  nearest  neighbor  on  the 
north  was  Mr.  Derbyshire,  who  lived  over  a  mile 
distant,  and  on  the  south  was  Darius  Comstock,  one 
and  one-half  miles  distant.       That  fall  he   sowed  a 


few  jicres  of  wheat,  which  yielded   a  good  crop  the 
following  summer,  and  furnished  food  for  the  fam- 
ily, which  otherwise  must  have  suffered.   He  cleared 
up   the  entire  160  acres,  and   afterward   purchased 
160  acres  inore  adjoining,  and  cleared  up  the  most 
of  it.     This  excellent  tract  of   land   has   been  sub- 
divided, and  now  consists  of  four  good  farms.     He 
also  owned  a  farm  on  section  18,  Raisin   Township, 
and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  township,  and 
was  elected  one  of  the  first  Assessors.     For  many 
years  he  was  one  of  the  active  men  of  the  township, 
and  performed  his  share  of  the  work  in  organizing 
and  establishing  schools  and  churches.     He  was  so- 
cial and   genial,  a  good  neighbor  and  kind  friend, 
and   a  man  of  strong  character  and  strict  integrity, 
sagacious,  prompt  and  ambitious.       He  was   a  life- 
long Democrat,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  party 
in   Lenawee   County  after   Michigan  was   admitted 
into   the   Union.       On   the    18th  of  October,  1810, 
Joseph   Southworth   married   Hannah,  daughter   of 
Low  White,  of  Sherburne,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  Albert  being  the  second 
son  and  third  child.     Mrs.  Hannah  Southworth  was 
born   in   Orwell,  Yt.,    May    23,  1785,  and   died   in 
Raisin    Township,    Sept.    13,    1849,    while    Joseph 
Southworth  died  in   the  same  township,  Sept.    14, 

1873. 

Albert  Southworth  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  in  1832,  and  was  brought  up  a  farmer,  liv- 
ing on  the  homestead  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  assisted  his  father  in  cle&.ring  up  the 
farm.  In  1843  he  went  to  Galena,  III.,  and  oper- 
ated in  the  lead  mines  of  that  locality  for  three 
years,  but  in  1848  he  purchased  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Raisin  Township,  upon  which  he  re- 
sided  until  his  death. 

September  12,  1848,  Albert  Southworth  was 
married  to  Antoinette  Southworth,  who  was  born 
in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  on  the  24th  of  December, 
1831.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Elsie 
Southworth,  residents  of  Pittsford,  Hillsdale  Co., 
Mich.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Southworth  were  born 
eight  children,  recorded  as  follows:  Marie  Antoin- 
ette was  born  Aug.  11,  1849,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year;  Lydia  L.  was  born  Oct.  3,  1851,  and 
married  William  Montague,  of  Raisin  Township; 
Lunetta  C.  was  born   Dec.  11,  1854;  Albert  J.  was 
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born  Dec.  20,  1856,  and  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  Herbert  W.  was  born  Feb.  22,  1859;  Kate 
L.,  May  4,  1862;  Arthur  W.  Dee.  19,  1863,  ond 
Alexander  P.,  April  4,  1869. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Southworth 
has  superintended  the  management  of  the  home 
place,  which  consists  of  108  acres  of  highly  im- 
proved land.  She,  as  well  as  her  husband,  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  they  were  active 
and  earnest.  Mrs.  Southworth  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  education,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  her. 

UILLIAM  MONTAGUE  is  a  general  farmer, 
and  has  achieved  considerable  reputation 
W^  ^s  a  grower  of  small  fruits  and  vegetables, 
in  which  business  he  has  been  unusually  successful. 
He  is  pleasantlj'  located  on  section  17,  Raisin 
Township,  where  he  owns  and  cultivates  sixty  acres 
of  land.  Being  located  so  near  to  the  city  of 
Adrian,  he  finds  a  ready  and  profitable  market  for 
all  his  fruits  and  vegetables. 

The  father  of  our  subject  having  died  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  the  mother  concluded  to  move  to  the 
West,  and  our  subject  accompanied  her  when  she 
came  to  Michigan.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  Oct.  1,  1808.  During 
his  life  he  engaged  in  farming  and  running  a  boat 
on  the  canal.  At  his  death  he  left  a  wife  and  four 
children,  the  latter  all  living,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  John,  who  is  a  mechanic  in  Danville,  Pa., 
and  married  Amanda  Efland ;  William,  our  subject; 
James,  now  a  resident  of  Tecumseh  Township,  who 
married  Alice  Payne,  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Daniel  H.  Chase,  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Te- 
cumseh. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Christiana  Scout,  a  native  of  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated. 
She  came  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  her 
grandfather,  William  Scout,  having  been  an  officer 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  he  saw 
much  active  service.  During  these  dangerous  times 
he  often  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy,  and  was 
at  one  time  driven  from  his  home  in  the  night  by 


the  Tories,  and  compelled  to  leave  before  he  could 
dress  himself,  and  had  to  lie  in  the  brush  and 
woods  during  the  night.  Mrs.  Montague  now  re- 
sides with  her  children  in  Raisin  Township,  and 
though  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  is  in  posses- 
sion of  her  physical  and  mental  faculties.  Mr. 
Montague,  our  subject,  was  reared  at  home  under 
the  care  of  his  mother  until  he  was  almost  a  man 
in  stature  and  years,  working  at  various  occupa- 
tions and  for  different  persons,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  able  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  and  not 
be  a  tax  upon  his  mother. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1869,  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, William  Montague  married  Miss  [Lydia  L. 
Southworth,  who  was  a  native  of  this  township, 
and  was  born  on  the  3d  of  October,  1851.  She 
grew  to  womanhood  in  this  township,  and  received 
her  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  the  Raisin 
Yalle}^  Seminary.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montague  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Paul  A.,  who  was 
born  on  the  6th  of  May,  1872,  and  J.  Herbert,  on 
the  12th  of  November,  1877.  They  live  at  home 
with  their  parents,  and  attend  the  public  schools 
and  the  seminary  of  Raisin  X'alle}^ 

In  1870  Mr.  Montague  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  he  resides  and  where  he  has  erected  good 
buildings,  and  made  other  substantial  improve- 
ments. On  this  farm  they  have  resided  ever  since 
their  marriage  and  have  prosecuted  their  business 
with  good  success.  Mr.  Montague  has  been  a  Dem- 
ocrat all  his  life  and  upon  all  occasions  contributes 
his   vote  to  the  success  of  the  party  of  his  choice. 
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TLLIAM  HOOD.  One  of  the  finest  farms 
Rome  Township  was  purchased  by  the 
subject  of  this  biography  twelve  years 
ago,  and  he  has  since  given  it  his  undivided  at- 
tention, enhancing  its  beauty  and  value.  He  has 
spent  his  entire  life  in  this  county,  having  been 
born  in  Adrian  Township,  Aug.  3,1839.  The  Hood 
family  became  residents  of  New  York  State  during 
its  early  settlement.  The  parents  of  our  subject, 
John  and  Olive  Hood,  were  natives  of  that  State 
and  migrated  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day. 

William  Hood  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
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until  reaching  manhood  and  was  married,  Jan.  7, 
1863,  to  Miss  Emily,  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Car- 
oline Hicks.  Her  father  died  in  November,  18()7, 
and  her  mother  Sept.  19,  1863.  Mrs.  Hood  was 
born  in  Rome  Township,  Sept.  22,  1844,  and  is  the 
child  of  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Lewanee 
County.  Of  this  union  there  were  two  children : 
Henry  P.,  who  was  born  May  22,  1868,  and  Carrie, 
E.,  May  27,  1873.  The  former  is  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  the  latter  is  attending 
school. 

The  Hood  family,  religiously,  have  been  largely 
represented  in  the  Baptist  Church  for  generations. 
Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  late  war  and  served  ten 
months,  until  the  close;  he  received  no  wound  but 
his  health  was  greatly  impaired.  His  property 
comprises  seventy-three  acres  of  land,  with  first- 
class  buildings,  a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock, 
and  all  the  machinery  for  carrying  on  agriculture 
after  the  most  approved  methods.  Mr.  Hood,  so- 
cially and  financially,  ranks  among  the  most  hon- 
ored men  of  Rome  Township,  and  is  full  worthy  of 
representation  in  this  work.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican. 
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f)  OHN  M.  CARY  is  a  citizen  who  has  great 
faith  in  the  healthfulness  and  salubriousness 
of  the  climate  of  Lenawee  County.  In  his 
earlier  life  his  healtli  became  impaired  and 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  travel.  Accompanied 
by  a  physician,  in  search  of  a  more  healthful  loca- 
tion than  the  section  of  country  where  he  was  born 
and  reared  to  manhood,  he  went  to  various  sections 
of  the  East,  South  and  West,  first  settling  near 
Racine,  Wis.,  then  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
but  in  1864  finally  found  that  the  most  agreeable 
locality  for  him  was  Lenawee  County,  and  although 
he  has  resided  in  other  places  since  he  settled  here 
originally,  he  is  thoroughly  wedded  to  this  county, 
where  he  is  now  located  on  section  1 1  of  Madison 
Tow^nship. 

Mr.  Cary  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y^.,  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1810.  His  mother  died  when 
he  was  thirteen  years  old,  and  he  was  then  bound 
out  to  his  uncle,  to  remain  until  he  was  twenty-one 


years  of  age.  When  he  was  nineteen  years  old 
he  became  dissatisfied  with  his  home  at  liis  uncle's 
and  ran  away.  Near  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  he  found  em- 
ployment at  cutting  wood,  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
cord,  and  for  the  next  four  years  he  was  variously 
engaged,  in  wood-chopping,  working  in  a  meat  mar- 
ket, and  upon  a  farm  by  the  month.  As  he  had 
left  his  uncle  before  he  became  of  age,  under  the 
law  and  conditions  of  his  indenture  he  was  bound 
to  pay  the  latter  for  the  unexpired  time,  and  this 
would  take  all  the  money  he  had  earned  during  the 
first  two  years  if  his  uncle  exacted  it.  But  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one,  instead  of  having  $80,  and 
regretting  that  he  had  left  his  uncle,  as  the  lat- 
ter had  predicted,  he  had  |170  and  a  fair  start 
in  life;  the  highest  wages  he  had  received  was 
$10  per  month. 

When  he    was  twenty-three    years  of    age,  Mr. 
Cary   was  married,  in    Cayuga  County,  N.   Y.,  to 
Miss  Fannie,  daughter  of    Ira  Hopkins,  who  was 
a  wealthy  farmer   in  that  locality.      Mrs.  Cary  wns 
one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County.      After  their    marriage  they  went 
to    Lysander,    Onondaga    County,    N.     Y.,     and 
bought  a  farm  of  Mrs.  Cary's  father,  consisting  of 
100  acres,  thirty  of  which  had  been   cleared,  and 
on    which   was  located  a    log   house  of    but    one 
room.     Here  Mr.  Cary  began  the  struggle   of  life 
in  earnest,  and    lived    for    thirteen    years,   during 
which  time  he  made  valuable  improvements  in  the 
way  of  buildings  and  fences,  and  planted  a  fine  or- 
chard.    On  account  of  the   arduous  labor  required 
to  accomplish  this,  his  health  became  impaired,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  sell  the  farm,  getting  for  it  $4,000. 
In  company  with  Dr.  Adams  he  then  started  for  a 
trip  to   Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  witli  a  carriage   and  two 
horses,    and    traveled    through    Pennsylvania    and 
Maryland  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  thence  to  Vir- 
oinia.     They  visited  various  sections  of  that  State, 
but  not  finding  things  as  they  expected,  they  re- 
turned to  AYashington,  from  wiiich  place  they  pro- 
ceeded   to    Wheeling,    W.    Ya.     After   remaining 
there  a  short  time  they   went  to   Columbus,  Ohio, 
from  there  to  Toledo,  and  thence  to  Adrian,  Mich., 
and  on  into  the   western   part  of   the  State.     Here 
they  left  their  team,  and  proceeded   by  the  way  of 
Lake  Michigan   to  Chicago,  thence  by  steamer  to 


t^-^l 


I 


-m-^^ 


-#-  m 


192 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


^: 


Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  from  there  they  traveled  to 
Racine  on  foot.  Being  so  much  pleased  with  that 
country,  they  made  up  their  minds  to  settle  near 
Racine,  and  returned  to  their  homes  for  their  fam- 
ilies. It  required  three  weeks  to  make  the  trip  with 
their  families  from  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  to  Racine,  Wis., 
the  route  being  by  water,  by  the  way  of  the  Straits 
of  Mackinaw. 

At  Racine  Mr.  Cary  bought  a  house  and  lot,  in 
which  he  and  his  family  resided  for  three  years, 
during  which  time  he  invested  money  in  lands 
within  a  short  distance  of  Racine,  and  which  he  sold 
at  a  profit.  In  185G  he  received  a  sunstroke,  and 
in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  took  his  wife  and  made 
a  trip  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  through  Kentucky, 
returning  to  Racine  with  his  health  considerably 
improved.  He  then  sold  his  property  and  removed 
to  a  point  twelve  miles  from  Cincinnati,  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  business 
of  nursery  and  fruit  farming,  in  which  he  engaged 
for  nine  years  successfully,  then  sold  out  to  good 
advantage  and  removed  to  Cobden,  forty  miles 
from  Cairo,  111.  Finding  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try to  be  unhealthy,  he  sold  his  possessions  there, 
and  in  1864  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  purchased 
a  farm  in  Madison  Township,  where  he  resided  eleven 
years.  He  rented  his  farm  in  Madison  Township, 
and  removed  to  near  Rome,  Ga.,  where  he  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land,  but  at  the  end  of  about  eight 
years  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Madison  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  resided.  This  farm  is  a 
small  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  only  twenty-four 
acres,  but  it  is  very  valuable  property. 

By  Mr.  Cary's  first  marriage  there  were  born  two 
children — Ira  and  Elizabeth.  Ira  lives  in  Nebraska, 
and  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Latham,  and 
resides  in  Moville,  Iowa.  His  second  and  present 
wife  is  Louisa  M.,  daughter  of  Philo  and  Betsy 
(Hopkins)  Baldwin,  and  by  this  marriage  two  chil- 
dren were  born,  one  of  whom,  Bessie  M.,  survives. 
When  a  young  man,  Mr.  Cary  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  has  always  been 
a  consistent  and  active  member.  He  is  a  very 
strong  advocate  of  the  doctrines  of  Prohibition,  and 
expends  quite  a  sum  of  money  every  year  in  pur- 
chasing and  distributing  temperance  literature.  He 
is  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  and  on  the  question 


of  temperance  he  is  ver}^  decided  in  his  views.  Mr. 
Cary  began  life  a  poor  boy,  as  indicated  in  the 
opening  of  this  sketch,  and  has  been  successful,  for 
which  he  is  thankful  to  a  kind  Providence.  He 
and  his  wife  have  endeared  themselves  by  their 
many  acts  of  benevolence  to  all  the  people  by 
whom  they  are  surrounded.  Mr.  Cary  has  led  an 
exemplary,  temperate  life,  never  having  used  any 
intoxicating  drinks  or  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  to- 
day the  result  is  manifest  in  the  health  and  vigor 
that  characterize  his  seventy-eighth  year,  while  his 
comfortable  home  is  indicative  of  the  financial  re- 
sults of  a  temperate  life. 

HARLES  E.  COLLINS  occupies  the  old 
homestead  left  him  by  his  father,  Isaac  Col- 
lins, and  of  which  he  came  into  possession  in 
the  spring  of  1880.  It  lies  on  section  2  in  Macon 
Township  and  embraces  200  acres  of  valuable  land, 
mostly  under  cultivation,  eighty  acres  of  which  be- 
long exclusively  to  our  subject.  Here  he  was  born 
Sept.  20,  1848,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm,  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  district  school.  Here 
his  childhood  and  youth  were  spent,  and  he  has  no 
greater  ambition  than  to  continue  the  work  which 
his  honored  father  began,  and  which  is  well  worthy 
the  best  efforts  of  any  honest  man. 

Mr.  Collins  is  the  fourth  child  and  third  son  of 
his  parents.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
accordance  with  the  strict  principles  of  his  New 
England  ancestry  and  the  old  simple  Quaker  faith. 
He  came  to  Michigan  when  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years,  provided  with  only  moderate  means,  and 
taking  up  a  tract  of  Government  land,  paid  for  it  in 
work  by  the  day,  being  employed  by  Gabriel  Mills, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Macon  Township.  Mr.  Col- 
lins, as  soon  as  he  had  secured  the  warranty  deed 
of  his  land,  began  to  make  improvements  and 
also  to  prepare  a  home  for  the  maiden  whom  he  had 
chosen  as  his  future  wife.  This  was  Miss  Mary  A. 
Allen,  a  native  o^  Prince  Edward  Island,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  parents  when  a  young 
girl,  and  located  in  Macon  Township,  this  county. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  the  mother  of  our 
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siibjeet  was  iiicMrriod  to  Andrew  Wilson,  n  nntlve  of 
New  Y^ork  State,  and  now  a  retired  farmer  of  ample 
means  who  makes  liis  home  in  Tecumseh.  The 
parental  househokl  inchided  six  chiklren,  who  are 
all  living  and  married,  and  mostly  residents  of  this 
eonnty. 

Charles  E.  Collins  has  conducted  the  farm  suc- 
cessfully for  the  last  ten  years  and  is  keeping  up  its 
reputation  in  a  creditable  manner.  He  and  all  his 
brothers,  like  their  father  before  them,  are  solid 
Republicans,  politically,  and  are  numbered  among 
the  representative  men  of  Lenawee  County. 


Vf/OHN  COLVIN,  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  was  born  in 
Madison  Township,  April  2,  1834.  His  par- 
ents were  Isaac  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Crane) 
Ciofvin,  who  emigrated  from  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  to 
this  county,  settling  first  in  Madison  Township. 
IMience  they  removed  to  Hillsdale  County  about 
1837,  and  in  1847  they  returned  to  this  county  and 
located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Palmyra  Township, 
where  they  remained  until  1851,  engaged  in  mill- 
ing. Then,  being  quite  well  advanced  in  years,  the 
father  abandoned  active  labor,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Adrian,  where  he  lived  for  a  time.  The 
mother  had  died  in  Hudson.  Isaac  Colvin  was 
subsequently  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Tucker,  who 
mIso  died  in  Hudson,  in  1884. 

Our  subject  continued  with  his  father  until  a 
youtli  of  eighteen  years.  The  father  then  left 
Adrian  for  the  West,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi, 
was  never  afterward  heard  from.  It  was  believed 
that  he  had  been  foully  dealt  with,  but  the  most 
diligent  search  failed  to  discover  what  had  become 
of  him.  The  family  then  broke  up,  and  our  sub- 
ject, in  company  with  his  brother  George,  went  to 
Palmyra  and  put  up  a  steam  sawmill,  which  they 
operated  about  five  years.  In  1860  John  Colvin 
crossed  the  plains  to  Pike's  Peak,  and  remained  in 
that  region  about  seven  months,  when  he  returned 
to  this  county.  He  then  engaged  in  milling,  with 
Arthur  Kellogg.  They  built  a  portable  sawmill  and 
continued  together  about  three  years.  Mr.  Colvin, 
in  1874,  formed  a  partnership  Avith  George  Liyesay, 


and  the  firm  of  Livesay  &r  Colvin  existed  for  a  pe- 
riod of  eleven  years.  In  1885  Mr.  C.  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner  in  the  business  and  has  since 
carried  it  on  alone. 

Mr.  Colvin  was  married  in  the  city  of  Adrian, 
Nov.  17,  1864,  to  iNIiss  Ellen  M.  Livesay,  the  sis- 
ter of  liis  old  partner,  and  daughter  of  James  Live- 
say. Mrs.  Colvin  was  born  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Nov.  23,  1842.  Her  parents,  James  and  Amelia 
(Salsbuiy)  Livesay,  were  natives  of  New  York,  and 
came  to  this  county  in  the  pioneer  days.  They 
spent  their  last  years  in  Fairfield  Township,  the 
mother  dying  in  1860,  and  the  father  in  1885. 
Mr.  and  JNIrs.  Colvin  have  a  son  and  daughter: 
James  II.,  born  Sept.  15.  1866,  and  Bessie  D.,  May 
17,  1873.  They  are  now  at  home.  Mr.  Colvin 
has  officiated  as  Township  Clerk,  and  held  the 
office  of  Treasurer  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  225,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  with  his  estimable  lady  is  a  member  of 
Fairfield  Grange.  Politically,  he  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket.  He  is  a  gentleman  attentive 
to  his  business,  and  holds  no  unimportant  place 
among  the  intelligent  people  of  his  town. 


If 


EVI    HAWLEY    is    a    native    of    Lenawee 
County,  having  been  born  in  Adrian  Town- 

ship,  Dec.  30,  1838.       He  has  lived    in  this 

county  ever  since  his  birth,  except  what  time  he 
passed  in  the  service  of  the  Government  during  the 
late  Civil  War,  when  he  was  luimbered  among  the 
brave  and  gallant  defenders  of  our  National  life. 
He  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  A.  (Thomas) 
Ilawley,  who  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  region.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  whence  he  came  to  this 
State,  and  followed  the  business  of  farming  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  this  county  in  1870, 
after  he  attained  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His 
estimable  wife  died  in  1873,  also  in  this  county. 

The  subject    of    this    sketch    remained   at    home 

with  his  parents,  helping  to  develop  the  farm,  and 

received  his  education  at  the  district  schools,  which 

even  at  that  early  period    were  instituted   in    this 

I   county.      When  he  had   attained   his  majority  he 
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rented  a  piece  of  land  in  Rome  Township  and 
brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  re- 
mained on  this  farm  until  1863,  and  then  removed 
to  his  present  home.  During  the  summer  of  1864 
strong  appeals  were  made  by  the  Government  for 
men  to  fill  up  the  depleted  regiments  then  in  the 
front.  His  patriotism  being  brought  to  a  test  in 
this  moment  of  his  country's  need,  he  left  his  wife 
and  home,  and  on  the  26th  of  August,  1864,  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  11th  Michigan  Cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Bowen.  He  remained  in 
this  regiment  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  during 
which  time  that  gallant  body  of  men  was  largely 
employed  in  Virginia,  Tennessee  and  North  Caro- 
lina, destroying  bridges,  railroad  tracks,  salt  works 
and  other  public  property.  He  participated  with 
the  regiment  in  the  engagements  at  Henry  Court 
House,  Salisbury,  High  Point,  States ville,  Newton 
and  others.  After  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Joseph 
Johnston,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  at  which  point  he  was  mustered  out  and  dis- 
charged June  16,  1865.  A  brave  member  of  a 
gallant  regiment,  he  was  always  ready  to  face  any 
danger  in  the  line  of  his  duty.  At  the  termination 
of  his  term  of  service  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Rome  Tow^nship. 

Charles  Hawley,  a  brother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  young  and  gallant  hero,  suffered  a  more 
unfortunate  fate.  He  enbsted  in  Company  F, 
4th  Michigan  Cavalry,  in  1861  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  but  after  two  years  of  gallant  service 
he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels  at  the  sanguin- 
ary battle  of  Chickamauga,  Sept.  19,  1863,  where 
the  tide  of  battle  w^as  so  fiercely  contested  by  that 
noble  hero,  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas.  Young 
Hawley,  in  company  with  many  others,  was  cast  in- 
to the  rebel  prison  pen  at  Anderson  ville.  Suffer- 
ing the  pangs  of  hunger  and  enduring  all  manner 
of  privations,  he  lived  but  one  year,  dying  on  the 
19th  of  September,  1864,  when  but  twenty-three 
3^ears  of  age.  A  young  man  with  scarcely  the 
bloom  of  youth  bronzed  on  his  cheek,  laying  down 
his  life  for  his  country,  he  had  not  even  the  satis- 
faction of  offering  it  up  in  the  battle's  red  front, 
where  heroic  deeds  warm  up  the  blood.  Instead  of 
that  his  life  passed  away  among  the  horrible  scenes 
'  of  the  foulest  prison  the  world  has  ever  seen,  a  dis- 


grace to  the  nineteenth  century.  His  fate  deserves 
commiseration,  and  all  true  patriots  can  sincerely 
say,  "God  rest  his  soul." 

Levi  Hawley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
Miss  Mariam  Hood  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Rome  Township,  Oct.  23,  1863.  She  is  a  native  of 
that  township,  where  she  was  born  Nov.  24, 1 840,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Moses  G.  and  Adelia  (Knowles) 
Hood.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
was  born  Dec.  6,  1807;  her  mother  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1804. 

Mr.  Hawley  is  now  in  possession  of  a  fine  and 
highly  cultivated  farm,  on  w4iich  he  has  a  handsome 
residence  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of 
a  pleasant  home.  Here  he  proposes  to  pass  his 
declining  years,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  diligence 
and  industry,  and  adding  to  his  present  possessions. 
He  is  a  model  citizen  and  justly  stands  high  in  the 
estimation  of  his  friends  and  neighbors. 
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/^  HARLES  E.  BOWERMAN  is  a  worthy  rep- 
(■(  p  resentative  of  the  intelligence,  the  integrity 
^^^  and  the  moral  worth  of  the  people  of  Raisin 
Township.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  its  borders  and  imiversall}^  spoken  of 
with  respect  and  esteem.  Too  much  credit  cannot 
be  given  to  the  men  who  have  been  leaders  in  the 
foundation  of  a  new  settlement,  and  have  without 
question  figured  largely  in  shaping  its  destinj^ 
Mr.  Bowerman,  although  exceedingly  modest  in 
his  demeanor  and  totally  guiltless  of  assuming  any 
virtue  which  he  does  not  possess,  should  derive 
much  satisfaction  in  contemplation  of  the  part 
w^hich  he  has  played  in  life,  and  which  has  been  one 
of  which  his  descendants  will  speak  with  pride  in 
after  years. 

The  property  of  our  subject  includes  ninety-four 
acres  of  land  on  section  32,  which  has  been  brought 
to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  upon  wliich  stands 
a  neat  and  tasteful  set  of  farm  buildings.  The  fields 
are  conveniently  laid  off  and  inclosed  with  good 
fences,  and  everything  about  the  premises  indicates 
the  system  and  good  order  which  have  been  one  of 
the  ruling  characteristics  of  the  proprietor.  Mr. 
Bowerman  for  several  years  has  given  his  attention 
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mostly  to  the  growing  of  fruit  and  vegetnbleH,  for 
Avhich  he  finds  a  ready  market  in  the  city  of  Adrian, 
and  which  yiekis  him  annually  a  handsome  income. 
His  success  in  this  department  of  agriculture  has 
been  largely  owing  to  his  habit  of  observation,  and 
the  course  of  reading  which  he  has  pursued  for 
many  years.  He  keeps  himself  well  posted  in  re- 
gard to  his  business  and  upon  all  other  matters  of 
general  interest,  so  that  in  conversing  eithei-  with 
friends  or  strangers,  he  is  at  home  upon  the  general 
topics  of  the  day. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  of 
his  parents  on  section  o3,  in  Raisin  Township  Aug. 
27,  1845.  His  father,  Samuel  Bowerman,  was  a 
native  of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  w^here  he  spent 
the  larger  part  of  his  early  life,  alternately  with  a 
residence  at  times  in  Niagara  County.  About  1 832 
he  migrated  to  Michigan,  and  not  long  afterward, 
becoming  a  resident  of  Lenawee  County  formed 
the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Dorcas,  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah Westgate,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  the 
spring  of  1833.  The  Westgates  were  also  natives 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  after  coming  to  this 
county  the  ])arents  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days  in  Raisin  Township.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowerman  located  upon  a  tract  of 
land  in  Raisin  Township  where  they  built  up  a 
good  home,  wdiere  their  children  were  born,  and 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The 
mother  preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent  land  some 
years,  her  death  taking  place  April  11,  1865,  when 
she  was  but  forty-nine  years  of  age.  The  father 
survived  several  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  in  1880.  In  early  manhood  he  had  identified 
himself  with  the  old  Whig  party,  but  upon  its 
abandonment  cordially  endorsed  Republican  princi- 
ples. Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  possessed  the  correct  and  gentle  char- 
acteristics of  that  peculiar  and  conscientious  peo- 
ple. 

Charles  E.  Bowerman  was  the  eighth  of  eleven 
children  born  to  his  parents,  and  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters  pursued  his  earl}^  studies  in  the  primary 
schools.  He  took  kindly  to  his  books,  and  wlien 
sufficiently  advanced  entered  Valley  Seminary  at 
Raisin.  Nothing  pleased  him,  however,  better  than 
the   free  and  independent  life  of  a  farmer,  and  so 


he  chose  this  rather  than  one  of  the  professions, 
which  it  was  often  suggested  he  was  eminently  fitted 
for.  In  setting  about  the  establishment  of  a  home 
and  domestic  ties  of  his  own  one  of  the  first  im- 
portant steps  was  his  marriage,  which  occurred  Oct. 
13,  1864,  his  chosen  bride  being  Miss  Frances  A. 
Wilson,  a  native  of  Palmyra  Township,  and  born 
May  23,  1844.  Mrs.  Bowerman  is  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Lydia  B.  (Hoag)  Wilson,  both  now 
deceased.  Thomas  Wilson  died  Dec.  5,  1882, 
aged  seventy-three  years,  and  Lydia  B.  AYilson 
died  Aug.  31,1863.  Thomas  Wilson  was  of  En- 
glish birth  and  ancestry,  and  emigrated  to  America 
when  a  young  man,  coming  directly  to  Michigan 
and  locating  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Raisin  Towmship 
where,  with  his  excellent  wife,  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  both 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
son was  a  preacher  in  that  faith  and  spent  much  of 
her  time  in  traveling  in  the  interest  of  that  church. 
The  parental  household  included  two  children,  and 
both  received  the  advantages  of  a  good  common- 
school  education.  Mrs.  Bowerman  is  a  lady  re- 
spected for  amiability  and  intelligence,  and  is  the 
faithful  encourager  of  her  husband  in  all  his  worthy 
ambitions.  Both  are  public-spirited  and  hospitable, 
and  make  it  the  rule  of  their  lives  to  do  good  as 
they  have  opportunity.  Their  family  includes  four' 
interesting  children,  namely :  Alma  L.,  born  May 
3,  1870;  Harvey  E.,  Sept.  11,  1872;  Harry  A.,  F'eb. 
7,  1881,  and  Bessie  L.,  Aug.  19,  1884. 


THOMAS  J.  HARRIS.  He  who  has  no 
regard  for  the  record  of  the  past,  and  no 
anxiety  to  be  remembered  in  the  future,  is 
scarcely  worthy  to  be  chronicled  among  the  lives  of 
men.  Such  persons,  however,  are  few,  and  the 
facilities  for  preserving  the  names  and  deeds  of 
good  men  to  their  posterity  have  never  been  so 
easy  as  at  the  present  time ;  neither  have  men  here- 
tofore realized  so  deeply  the  importance  and  wis- 
dom of  preserving  the  family  record  in  a  manner 
which  should  be  easy  of  access. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  history,  a  gentleman  in 
the   prime  of  life,  passed  his  early  years  in   this 
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State,  and  after  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
arm}^,  took  up  his  residence  in  this  county,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  mostly  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  March  7,  1839,  in  Homer, 
Calhoun  County,  and  is  the  son  of  Walter  Harris, 
whose  father,  Isaac  Harris,  was  a  native  of  England. 
The  latter  emigrated  to  America  when  quite  a 
youth,  locating  in  New  York  State,  and  carried  on 
farming  there  until  resting"  from  his  earthly  labors 
when  well  stricken  in  years. 

Walter  Harris  vvas  born  in  Shaftsbury,  Vt.,  in 
1803,  and  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  county 
until  a  youth  of  nineteen  years.  He  was  soon 
afterward  married  to  Miss  Thankful,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Look,  a  whaler  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  w^as  born  in  1800,  on  the 
island  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  The  parents  con- 
tinued in  Vermont  until  1835,  then  made  their  way 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  locating  near  Hanover, 
where  the  father  cultivated  the  soil  and  built  up  a 
good  homestead  from  land  which  the  mother  had 
taken  up  from  the  Government.  They  subse- 
quently removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  of  which 
they  w^ere  residents  five  years,  then  returned  to 
Michigan  and  spent  their  last  years  in  Coldwater. 
The  father  died  when  fifty-seven  years  of  age, 
while  the  mother  survived  several  years,  and  was 
seventy-four  at  the  time  of  her  death.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  years,  but  of  whom  only  three  are  living. 
George  W.,  during  the  late  war  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  Battery  D,  and  after  his  discharge  from 
the  army  settled  in  Georgia,  where  he  now  lives. 

Our  subject  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  and  soon 
after  the  first  call  for  troops  enlisted,  April  23, 
1861.  The  troops  were  soon  afterward  ordered 
South,  and  yoimg  Harris  saw  the  smoke  of  battle 
first  at  Rich  Mountain,  in  Virginia,  and  subsequently 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Elk  Water, 
Greenbrier,  Perryville,  Bridgeport,  Chickamauga, 
Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge,  besides 
meeting  the  enemy  in  various  minor  engagements 
and  skirmishes.  Toward  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  detailed  for  garrison  duty  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  and  was  severely  injured  by  the  discharge 
of  a  cannon,  which,  although  not   producing   any 
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flesh  wound,  was  tlie  occasion  of  a  terrible  shock  to 
his  system,  and  from  which  he  has  never  entirely 
recovered.  He  is  assured  bj^  those  who  know  that 
he  is  thus  entitled  to  a  pension  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  will  probably  receive  one  in  due  time. 

Aside  from  this  injnrj'  Mr.  Harris  returned  com- 
paratively unharmed  from  the  army,  receiving  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  Jul}'^  28, 
1865.  liis  army  experience  was  one  of  thrilling 
interest;  upon  one  occasion,  the  batter}^  while  at 
Chickamauga  was  completely  demoralized,  only 
one  soldier  who  had  engaged  there  escaping  injury. 
Mr.  Harris  at  this  time  was  Sergeant  of  No.  3,  and 
while  busy  leveling  his  piece  at  the  rebels,  paid  no 
attention  to  what  vvas  going  on  in  the  rear  until  he 
found  himself  surrounded  by  the  enemy.  He 
determined,  however,  to  have  one  more  good  shot 
at  them,  and  then  with  three  cannoneers  he  started 
for  the  rear.  They  were  too  few,  however,  to 
succeed;  one  of  the  comrades  of  Mr.  Harris  fell  at 
his  side,  but  preserved  consciousness  enough  to  hand 
his  pocket-book  to  Sergt.  Harris.  Tliere  was  in 
it  $100  in  bills,  which  had  already  been  sprinkled 
with  the  life  blood  of  the  dying  man.  Our  subject 
succeeded  in  making  his  escape  with  the  money, 
which  he  transferred  to  the  liands  of  his  Lieutenant, 
and  it  was  finally  delivered  safely  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Van  Pelt,  the  widow  of  the  fallen  soldier.  Mr. 
Harris,  in  the  meantime,  had  assisted  the  horses  to 
pull  the  guns,  and  necessarily  assumed  connnand, 
as  those  who  had  occupied  this  post  were  either 
killed  or  disabled  from  their  wounds. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  array  Mr.  Harris 
employed  himself  as  a  carpenter  until  the  spring  of 
1867,  and  then  located  his  future  home  in  Adrian 
Township.  In  August  of  that  same  year,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Alma,  daughter  of  Levi  Fowler,  a 
native  of  Steuben,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to 
Michigan  to  prospect  for  land  in  1834.  Two 
years  later  Mr.  Fowler  brought  his  family  to  Adrian 
Township,  before  there  was  a  locomotive  west  of 
Buffalo.  The  cars  were  drawn  l)y  horses  and  were 
nearly  all  day  in  making  the  trip  from  Toledo  to 
Adrian.  The  Fowlers  lived  in  a  '^shanty"  the 
first  winter,  and  then  on  account  of  sickness 
returned  to  New  York,  to  wait  until  Southern 
Michigan  should  have  become  more  fully  developed. 
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Mr.  Fowler  again  came  to  this  State  in  1846,  and 
spent  bis  last  years  in  Adrian  Township,  this  county, 
his  death  taking  place  Nov.  G,  1886.  His  wife, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Sally  Ives,  lives  at 
the  homestead  where  they  first  settled  over  fifty 
years  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris,  after  marriage,  at  once 
repaired  to  the  farm  which  they  now  occupy,  but 
which  then  presented  a  far  different  appearance 
from  tliat  of  the  present.  Here  their  five  children 
were  born.  The  eldest,  Eugene  F..  came  to  the 
household  May  17,  1868,  and  is  now  a  promising 
youth  completing  liis  studies  in  Raisin  Valley  Semi- 
nary; Elmer  T.  was  born  Dec.  1  5,  1869,  is  also  a, 
lad  of  studious  habits,  and  the  companion  of  his 
brother  at  the  same  institution  of  learning;  George 
N.  was  born  Feb.  16,  1875,  and  still  attends  the 
district  school ;  Frank  J.  was  born  Oct.  8,  1877, 
upon  the  anruversary  of  the  battle  of  Perryville, 
Ky.,  which  wjis  the  scene  of  one  of  the  first  engage- 
ments of  his  father  with  the  enemies  of  the  Union; 
tlie  ''  baby"  was  born  April  16,  1886. 

Mr.  Harris  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  in  November,  1860,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Repul)lican  party.  He  has  always  taken  a  warm 
interest  in  political  matters,  usually  being  present 
at  the  town  caucuses  and  the  county  conventions, 
and  giving  nuich  time  to  liis  party  interests.  He  is 
a  man  whose  judgment  is  usually  correct,  and  one 
whose  opiru'on  is  held  in  the  highest  respect. 


J)AM  H.  ULOTH  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising farmers  of  Ogden  Tow^nship.       Al- 
though lie    is    still    a    young  man    he    has 
W  attained  marked  success  in  his  chosen  call- 

ing. He  is  a  native  of  the  great  Oernian  Empire, 
as  was  also  his  father,  George  Uloth.  The  latter 
ha'l  the  advantages  of  an  education  in  the  fine  pub- 
lic schools  of  (icrmany,  which  he  attended  until 
he  was  foui'teen  years  old,  in  accordance  with  the 
stringent  educational  laws  of  that  country.  He 
was  then  at)[)renticed  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  after  serving  his  apprenticeship   he  did  journey 


work  for  some  years,  though   he  was  occasionally 
employed  in  farming. 

In  the  year  1856,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
two  children,  George  Uloth  embarked  for  America, 
as  a  land  promising  richer  returns  for  his  labor. 
He  first  located  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  there 
commenced  his  life  as  a  farmer  on  rented  land,  be- 
ing then  too  poor  to  purchase  a  farm.  In  a  few 
years  his  farming  ventures  proved  so  successful 
that  he  had  accumulated  money  enough  to  buy 
some  land,  and  as  he  often  had  heard  of  the  cheaj) 
lands  in  Southern  Michigan  he  resolved  to  invest 
Ins  money  liere.  Accordingly  in  1864  he  came 
with  his  family  t<j  Ogden  Township,  where,  finding 
the  price  of  real  estate  here  within  his  means,  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  27, 
of  this  township.  This  township  is  partly  within 
the  district  formerly  known  as  the  Cottonwood 
Swamp,  and  though  the  land  was  very  fertile,  yet, 
owing  to  its  swampy  character,  it  was  populated 
very  slowly.  Mr.  Uloth's  first  work  was  to  fell  the 
trees  to  make  room  for  a  dwelling.  After  cutting 
the  trees  and  drawing  them  together  there  came  a 
freshet,  and  he  had  to  remove  the  logs  to  another 
spot.  He  finally  completed  his  log  cabin  suflficiently 
for  the  occupancy  of  his  family,  who  in  the  mean- 
time had  been  boarding.  He  had  not  the  means 
to  improve  his  land  at  once,  but  had  to  work  out 
by  the  day  to  support  his  family.  When  not  thus 
employed  he  worked  hard  at  clearing  his  land,  fell- 
ing the  trees  and  digging  out  the  stumps,  until  he 
had  enough  cleared  to  cultivate  it  profitably  with- 
out working  for  others.  All  his  farm  work  and 
marketing  was  done  with  oxen  for  some  years,  but 
he  was  very  industrious,  Avorking  early  and  late  to 
improve  his  farm,  and  had  succeeded  in  clearing- 
fifteen  acres  and  had  it  well  improved  when  his 
useful  career  was  cut  short  in  the  prime  of  life 
by  his  accidental  death,  Oct.  22,  1871,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight.  His  death  was  caused  by  a  falling 
tree  crushing  him. 

After  this  sad  event  the  care  of  the  family  de- 
volved on  the  mother,  and  well  did  she  perform 
her  part;  she  was  a  woman  of  much  spirit,  and  was 
trained  to  self-reliant  habits.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Magdalena  Burk,  and  she  is  also  a  native  of 
(;ermanv   and  still  lives  on  the  homestead  with  her 
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two  youngest  children.  She  became  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  all  grown 
to  maturity,  and  recorded  as  follows:  Adam  H. ;  J. 
Henry  (see  sketch  of  J.  Henry  Uloth),  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Tiffany,  and  resides  in  Ogden 
Township;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Orrin  Rugg,  residing 
in  Kansas;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  James  Quinby,  of 
Lake  County,  Mich.,  and  Peter  and  Conrad,  who 
live  on  the  homestead. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  child  born  to  his 
parents,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  Feb.  2,  1852, 
and  was  but  four  years  old  when  he  came  with 
them  to  America,  and  twelve  years  old  when  they 
removed  to  this  county.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  he  vvas  seventeen  years  old,  assist- 
ing them  in  the  hard  labors  consequent  upon  set- 
tlement in  a  new  country,  and  in  the  year  1869  he 
started  out  in  the  world  to  begin  life  for  himself,  as 
by  tliat  time  the  younger  members  of  the  household 
were  large  enough  to  be  of  great  help,  and  his  as- 
sistance was  not  so  much  needed.  He  went  to 
Lorain  County,  Ohio,  where  he  had  lived  with  his 
parents  when  he  first  came  to  America,  and  soon 
engaged  himself  to  work  on  a  farm  by  the  3^ear, 
working  thus  for  some  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Ogden  Township  and  remained  on  the  homestead 
for  one  year,  taking  cliarge  of  his  mother's  farm.  He 
next  made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  buying  forty 
acres  in  Ogden  Township,  and  lived  on  it  for  a  year, 
when  he  went  to  Ohio  again,  and  rented  land  in 
Royal  ton  Township  for  four  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  this  State  and  bought  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides  on  section  31  of  Ogden  Township. 
This  farm  consists  of  120  acres  of  valuable  land, 
seventy -five  of  which  are  cleared.  He  has  erected 
a  fine,  commodious  frame  dwelling  with  all  the 
modern  conveniences,  a  large  barn,  and  other  build- 
ings, including  a  creamery,  which  he  leases  to  other 
parties;  these  buildings,  in  point  of  architecture, 
convenience  and  size,  rank  with  the  best  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Uloth  has  not  attained  this  prosperity  un- 
aided ;  a  part  of  his  success  is  due  to  the  aid  and 
encouragement  he  has  received  from  his  good  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  married  March  G,  1875.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  them — Milton  and  Floyd. 

Mrs.    Uloth,  whose   maiden  name   was  Abbie   J. 
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Santee,  was  born  in  Amboy  Township,  Fulton  Co., 
Ohio,  Feb.  25,  1859,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James 
G.  Santee.  Her  grandparents  were  George  and 
Calista  (Parent)  Santee,  the  former  born  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  while  his  father  was  a  native 
of  one  of  the  Eastern  States.  Some  years  after  his 
marriage  he  went  to  Ohio  and  became  a  pioneer  of 
Amherst  Township,  Lorain  County,  where  he 
erected  a  sawmill  in  connection  with  his  farm. 
About  1857  he  removed  to  Royalton  Township, 
Fulton  County,  in  the  same  State,  and  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  timber,  upon  which  he  lived 
until  his  death  a  few  years  afterward.  His  son, 
James  G.  Santee,  married  in  Fulton  County  and 
then  removed  to  Wood  County,  whence  he  returned 
in  a  few  years  and  settled  in  Amboy  Town- 
ship, where  he  still  resides.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Lorain  County,  Ohio,  while  her  father,  Benjamin 
Parent,  was  a  native  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  re- 
moved to  Ohio  in  the  early  settlement  of  Lorain 
County.  Thence  he  removed  to  Fulton  County 
and  was  an  early  settler  of  Royalton  Township, 
where  he  improved  a  farm,  and  there  died.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Betsy  Robb,  still  re- 
sides in  Royalton  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years. 

My.  Uloth  is  a  man  of  much  ability,  sound  judg- 
ment and  good  business  principles,  as  is  evinced  by 
his  early  success  in  life.  It  is  to  such  men  that  we 
look  to  sustain  the  present  prosperity  of  this  great 
State.  He  is  interested  in  the  political  affairs  of 
his  adopted  country,  and  works  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 
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OHN  G.  MASON  came  to  this  county  in 
1840  when  a  child  five  years  of  age,  and 
since  that  time  has  known  no  other  home. 
His  first  recollections  are  of  its  pioneer 
scenes,  amid  which  he  spent  his  early  years,  and 
afterward  watched  its  slow  but  sure  development 
into  a  section  of  countr}^  which  has  since  been 
sought  by  people  from  all  parts  of  New  England 
and  the  South.  The  interests  of  Lenawee  Count}' 
have  been  his  essentially,  and  he  has  taken  delight 
in  its  prosperity  and  advancement.      He  was  blessed 
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witli  a  g-ood  constitution,  and  the  habits  of  indus- 
try in  which  he  was  trained  by  his  excellent  parents 
have  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  valuable 
property,  including  200  acres  of  land,  a  good  set 
of  frame  and  brick  buildings,  with  all  the  machin- 
ery required  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  agri- 
culture. Mr.  Mason  makes  his  home  now  in  the 
city  of  Adrian,  where  he  has  a  fine  residence,  and 
is  surrounded  by  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts 
of  modern  life.  He  busies  himself  in  superintend- 
ing the  operations  of  his  farm,  in  which  he  takes 
great  satisfaction,  and  which,  in  addition  to  its 
other  fine  points,  is  well  stocked  with  Jersey  cattle, 
horses  and  sheep. 

Mr.  Mason  was  born  in  Richmond,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  July  9,  1835.  He  is  the  son  of  Gardner 
and  Olive  P.  Mason,  and  his  paternal  grandparents 
were  John  and  Sally  Mason,  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts. The  former  was  born  in  Swansea,  in  1767, 
and  died  in  Bristol,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  his  wife,  Sally, 
was  born  in  Dighton,  in  1771,  and  survived  her 
husband  twenty-four  years,  continuing  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  her  death  took  place  July  11, 
1  860.  John  ]Mason,  during  his  early  manhood,  was 
t\  seafaring  man,  and  part  owner  of  a  trading 
vessel,  which  plied  between  Boston  and  Newbern, 
N.  C.  Jn  1801  he  decided  to  locate  on  terra  firma, 
and  proceeding  to  New  York  State  took  up  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  wilderness  of  Ontario  County,  where 
he  cleared  a  farm,  and  with  his  estimable  wife  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Gardner  Mason,  the  father  of  our  sul)ject,  was 
born  at  the  farm  of  his  i)arents  near  Bristol,  On- 
tario Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  3,  1808,  and  was  the  sixth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children.  He  was  a  wide- 
awake and  energetic  youth,  and  when  eighteen 
years  old  purchased  his  time  of  his  father  and  set 
out  in  the  world  for  himself.  He  was  married  at 
about  the  time  of  reaching  his  majority,  and  after- 
ward, in  1831,  purchased  a  farm  not  far  from  the 
old  homestead.  He  finally  became  owner  of  three 
farms  in  Ontario  C-ounty,  all  of  which  he  bought 
within  a  space  of  five  years.  He  sold  his  property 
there  after  he  determined  to  emigrate  to  Michigan, 
and  upon  his  arrival  in  this  county  secured  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  Fairfield  Township,  which  was 
mostly   coviM'ed    with    heavy  timl)er.      He    cleared 


about  eighty  acres,  put  up  good  buildings,  and  lived 
upon  the  place  until  the  winter  of  1854-55.  The 
following  summer  he  sold  this  and  purchased  an 
improved  farm  in  Ogden  Township,  of  which  he 
took  possession,  and  where  his  death  occurred 
eleven  years  later,  Oct.  15,  1865.  The  name  of 
Gardner  Mason  is  recalled  as  that  of  a  man  pos- 
sessing many  virtues,  and  one  who  endeavored  in 
all  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen  to  follow  strictly 
the  precepts  of  the  Golden  Rule.  In  appear- 
ance he  was  of  portly  and  commanding  figure,  and 
in  his  young  manhood  was  distinguished  as  an 
athlete  of  imcommon  powers. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  before  her  mar- 
riage was  Miss  Olive  P.  West,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county  as  her  husband,  born  in  Richmond 
Township,  July  9,  1808.  Her  parents  were  Nathan 
and  Sally  West,  pioneers  of  Ontario  County.  Mrs. 
Mason  came  to  the  West  with  her  husband  and  sur- 
vived him  fourteen  years,  her  death  taking  place  in 
Adrian  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  John  G.,  Jan. 
3,  1880.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  pioneers  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  their  decease  took 
place  at  the  homestead  which  they  had  built  up 
from  the  wilderness. 

John  G.  Mason  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and 
completed  his  studies  in  the  fall  of  1855,  in  the 
pul)lic  schools  of  Adrian.  Afterward,  until  his 
marriage,  he  was  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Ogden 
Township,  remaining  there  until  1872.  During 
this  interval  he  filled  the  offices  of  Postmaster, 
School  Inspector  and  Township  Supervisor  three 
years,  was  Deputy  Sheriff  six  years,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1872  was  elected  Sheriff,  which  office  he  held 
two  vears.  He  was  then  renominated  b}^  acclama- 
tion, but  defeated  by  Col.  N.  B.  Eldredge. 

Mr.  Mason,   hi   January,  1873,  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in   Adrian,  and   two  years  later  engagad  in 
the  drug  business,  which  he  carried  on   until  the 
spring  of  1883.     He  then  sold  out  to  his  son-in- 
law,  Mr.  Alfred   Johnson,  and   resumed   the   more 
congenial  pursuits  of  farm  life.     He  has  been  prom- 
inently   identified    with    many    of  the    enterprises 
i    tending  to  elevate  the  people,  and  has  given  par- 
;    ticuhir  attention  to  the   management  of  the   public 
I    schools,  as  he  is  a  warm   friend  of  education  and  is 
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willing  to  make  sacrifices  that  the  young  may  have 
the  advantages  which  are  their  due  as  citizens  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  republic.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  cit}^  for  several  years,  five  of  which  he  has 
been  President,  and  still  holds  that  office.  Probably 
no  man  within  the  limits  of  Lenawee  County  is 
more  widely  or  more  favorably  known. 

Mr.  Mason,  on  the  3cl  of  February,  1856,  several 
months  before  reaching  his  majority,  assumed 
domestic  ties  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda 
D.  Carter,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Ogden.  Mrs.  Mason  is  the  daughter  of 
Norman  B.  and  Mentha  M.  Carter,  natives  of  New 
York  and  now  deceased.  She  was  born  in  Ashford, 
Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  10,  1834,  and  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents  when  a  child  two  years 
of  age.  She  grew  up  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  life 
in  a  new  country,  and  was  trained  by  her  excellent 
mother  to  all  those  virtues  and  employments  which 
constitute  the  model  wife  and  mother.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mason  became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Glendora  E.,  who  was  born  in  Ogden,  Aug.  20, 
1857,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Alfred  Johnson,  of 
Adrian,  and  Stella  D.,  who  was  born  Sept.  28, 1859, 
became  the  wife  of  G^eorge  L.  Bennett,  and  now 
resides  in  Adrian. 
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^ILLIAM  A.  TEA(  HOUT.  Among  the 
rising  young  men  of  i^enavvee  County  may 

/\}  l)e  nunibered  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 
given  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  having  been  born  in  Rome  Township, 
where  he  now  resides,  Aug.  27, 1856,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  W.  and  Harriet  Teachout. 

Young  Teachout  remained  at  home  until  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  fourteen  years,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  largely  dependent  upon  his  own  exer- 
tions for  his  advancement  in  life.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship, and  at  the  High  School  at  Adrian,  where  he 
spent  some  time.  Since  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibilities  of  life  he  has  been  variously  em- 
ployed. Like  many  others  who  depend  upon  their 
own  exertions,  be  has  not   been   enabled   to   chose 
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that  species  of  employment  most  congenial  to  him. 
Filling  the  position  of  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Adrian, 
car  lying  the  mail  for  four  years,  with  a  fair  share 
of  fnrming,  he  has  filled  up  his  life  to  the  present 
moment.  On  the  8th  of  February,  1880,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  L.  Christman, 
who  was  born  Dec.  20,  1861,  in  Rome  Township, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Ilenrj?^  C.  and  Susan  E. 
(  H ines)  Christman . 

Mr.  Christman  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  2,  1830.  When  he  was  but  five  years  of 
age  the  family  removed  to  Ohio,  but  after  dwelling 
there  three  years,  in  1838  thej^  removed  to  VYj^sIi- 
tenaw  County,  Mich.  In  1868  his  father,  John 
Christman,  removed  to  (jratiot  Count3%  Mich., 
where  he  is  still  living,  having  attained  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Jane  (DeCow) 
Christman,  the  mother  of  Henry,  was  a  native  of 
Canada,  where  she  was  born  in  1812,  and  died  in 
188(;.  Henry  remained  at  home  until  he  was  eight- 
een years  old,  sometimes  working  on  a  farm  but 
oftener  at  liis  trade,  which  was  that  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner.  About  1849  he  w^as  appointed  station 
keeper  on  the  New  York  &  Erie  Canal,  which 
position  he  filled  for  some  time,  after  which  he 
ciime  to  Adrian,  Lenawee  County,  where  for  sev- 
eral years  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade,  and  in  1860 
removed  to  Rome  Township.  While  peacefully 
carrying  out  his  business  pursuits,  the  cloud  of  war 
broke  over  our  devoted  country,  and  tlie  Govern- 
ment kept  calling  for  men  to  put  down  the  unhol}^ 
rebellion.  Fired  with  a  natural  patriotism,  on  the 
7th  of  November,  1863,  Henry  Christman  enlisted 
in  Company  M,  1st  Regiment  of  Engineers  and 
Mechanics,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Capt. 
Edson  P.  Gifi:'ord.  After  spending  a  week  in  cainp 
at  Detroit,  the  company  was  taken  to  Bridgeport, 
Ala.,  and  in  that  and  the  surrounding  country  they 
passed  their  time  until  March,  1865,  when  they  were 
ordered  to  join  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman's  army,  at 
Goldsboro,  N.  C.  After  attaining  that  point  they 
marched  to  Raleigh,  in  the  same  State,  where 
they  remained  until  after  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Jose|)h  Johnston.  Marching  then  to  Washington 
with  his  company,  Mr.  Christman  participated  in 
the  grand  review  which  took  place  in  that  city; 
proceeding  then  to  Nashville  by  way  of  Louisville, 
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he  there   received   his  discharge,    Sept.    22,    1865. 
He  had  acted  as  Sergeant  throughout  all  his  time  of    ; 
service,  haviug  been  promoted  to  that  position   at 
tlie  date  of  his  muster  in. 

After  receiving  his  discharge  Mr.  Christman  re- 
turned to  Rome  I'ownship.  and  resuming  his  trade, 
has  carried  it  on  until  the  present  moment.  He 
was  married,  Dec.  1,  1852,  to  Miss  Adelina  Allen, 
whose  [)arents  were  early  settlers  of  this  coiuit3\ 
Their  married  life  was,  however,  of  short  duration, 
as  she  died  on  the  22d  of  August,  1853.  Feeling 
that  it  was  not  well  for  man  to  dwell  alone,  on  the 
23d  of  June,  1855,  he  was  again  united  in  marriage, 
this  time  with  Miss  Susan  E.  Hines.  She  is  a 
native  of  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born 
Feb.  29,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Sophia  (Maine)  ilines,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  George  Ilines  died  in  Cambridge 
Township,  this  county,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
two  years,  and  his  wife  followed  him  in  death,  from 
the  residence  of  Henry  Christman,  when  sixty- 
seven  years  old.  Mrs.  Christman  was  one  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  and  are  married  and  sur- 
rounded by  families. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christman  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Mary  L.,  the  wife  of  William  A.  Teach- 
out,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Christman 
is  now  engaged  in  operating  in  general  carpentry, 
having  a  general  repair  sliop  in  this  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Teachout  are  the  hai)py 
parents  of  two  interesting  children:  Zeda  L.,  who 
was  born  Jan.  27,1881,  and  Clare  W.,  Dec.  11, 
1886. 


i^  ON.  P^ERNANDO  C.  BEAMAN  was  born 
^^  in  Chester  County,  Vt.,  Jnne  28,  1814,  and 
departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  the  city  of 
uvg)j  Adrian,  Sept.  27,  1882.  He  had  a  long  and 
wearisome  struggle  with  infirm  health,  and  as  a  man 
whose  public  career  was  well  known  througliout  the 
Northwest,  and  whose  services  had  been  great,  he 
was  universally  mourned. 

Mr.  Beaman  was  the  offspring  of  parents  in 
modest  circumstances,  and  removed  with  them  from 
liis  native  State  to  Franklin  County,  N.  Y".,  when  a 


child  five  years  of  age.  He  obtained  a  common- 
school  education  in  his  youth,  and  was  a  classmate 
of  William  A.  Wheeler,  late  Vice  President  of  the 
Fluted  States.  In  1836  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  and  three  years 
later,  after  having  been  a  resident  of  Michigan 
some  months,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  com- 
menced practice  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  in  1843 
was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Lenawee 
County,  by  Gov.  Barry,  and  consequently  became 
a  resident  of  Adrian,  where  he  subsequently  made 
his  home.  He  pursued  his  law  practice^continu- 
ously,  having  for  his  partners  some  of  the  most 
eminent  jurists  of  the  State,  and  in  1856  was  elected 
Probate  Judge,  serving  his  term,  and  in  1871  was 
ap[)ointed  to  the  same  office  which  had  been  made 
vacant  by  the  death  of  his  former  i)artner  and 
friend,  Hon.  Robert  R.  Beecher.  In  1879  he  was 
api)ointed,  by  Gov.  Croswell,  United  States  Senator 
to  succeed  Hon.  Zachariali  Chandler,  deceased. 

Aside    from    being  generally    interested    in    tlie 
affairs  of  the  county  and  district  Mr.  Beaman  served 
as  City  Attorney  and  Mayor  of  Adrian,  and  about 
that  time,  in  185(5,  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  Presi- 
dential Electors  on  the  Fremont  ticket.     Until  1845 
he   had   been  a   Democrat,   but   this  year   adopted 
Free-Soil    principles,  and   in   1854   assisted  at   the 
birth  of  the  Republican  l)arty  under  the  traditional 
oaks  of  Jackson.      His  course  had  been  marked  by 
such  rare   discrc^tion  and   good   judgment    that   m 
US 60  he  was  noraintited  for  Congress  by  the  Repub- 
licans,   the    district   comprising     the     counties    of 
Grant,   Cass,    St.    Joseph,    Hillsdale,   Uenawee  and 
Moin-oe.    Mr.  Beaman's  majority  over  his  op}>onent, 
the  Hon.  S.   C.   Coffin   Berry,   of    St.  Joseph,  was 
6,474.     Two  years  later,  after  the  rcrdistricting  of 
the  State,  he  was  once    more  pitted  against  a  very 
popular  man,   the  Hon.  E.  J.  Pennington,  of  Ply- 
i    mouth,  Wayne  County,  but  was  again  elected,  and 
i    afterward   served  as  Senator  until  1872.     He  now 
I    declined  to  be  a  candidate    for  further  honors,  pre- 
I    ferring   to  resume   his   law  practice  in  Adrian  and 
I    vicinity. 

I  Hon.  Fernando  C.  Beaman  served  Michigan  in 
i  Congress  during  the  terrible  years  of  the  Civil  War, 
i  a  conflict  in  which  he  was  vitally  interested,  not 
I    from  any  selfish   motives,  but   from  his  inborn  pat- 
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riotism,  and  the  voice  of  conscience  which  would 
only  allow  him  to  act  in  consonance  with  his  view^s. 
Under  the  terrible  mental  strain  his  health  gave 
way,  and  never  since  his  voluntary  retirement  from 
the  Congressional  arena  had  there  been  a  day  in 
which  he  did  not  suffer  from  the  effects  of  the 
labors  of  those  historic  j^ears.  At  that  time  he  was 
the  friend  and  close  associate  of  Sumner,  Stevens, 
Washburne,  Lincoln,  Wilson,  Chandler,  Howard, 
and  the  other  noble  men  whose  works  and  words 
brightened  that  dark  page  of  the  nation's  history'. 
In  the  intelligent  position  which  he  took  upon  the 
question  of  reconstruction  he  was  w^armly  com- 
mended by  such  men  as  Charles  Sumner,  Salmon 
P.  Chase,  Thaddeus  Stevens  and  other  statesmen, 
and  his  opinions  were  sought  for  and  listened  to 
with  that  serious  attention  which  indicated  that 
they  carried  conviction  with  them. 

As  an  attorney  and  counselor  Judge  Beaman 
w^as  admirably  equipped,  both  by  nature  and  train- 
ing, for  the  duties  involved  in  a  constant  succes- 
sion of  intricate  questions.  At  the  bar  he  was  the 
peer  of  any  attorney  in  the  State,  and  had  a 
thorough  contempt  for  the  arts  of  the  pettifogger 
and  the  professional  politician.  He  was  particu- 
larly courteous  w-ith  the  younger  members  of  the 
profession,  remembering  his  own  early  efforts,  and 
that  eminence  could  only  be  attained  by  steady  and 
resolute  persistence.  He  was  conscientious  in  his 
practice,  never  taking  a  case  of  whose  justice  he 
w^as  not  fully  convinced. 

The  marriage  of  Fernando  C.  Beaman  and  Miss 
Mary  Goodrich  w^as  celebrated  in  Brockport,  N.  Y., 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1841.  Mrs.  B.  is  the  daughter 
of  Ira  and  Fear  (Potter)  Goodrich,  natives  of  New 
York  State,  in  which  both  families  had  been  repre- 
sented for  several  generations.  They  were  mostly 
farmers  by  occupation,  but  Mr.  Goodrich,  during 
the  later  years  of  his  life,  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  at 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  his  excellent  wife  spent  her 
last  years  at  Brockport.  Mrs.  Beaman  was  w^ell 
educated,  and  moved  in  the  best  society  of  her 
native  State,  being  an  own  cousin  of  Senator  Piatt. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  were  born 
three  children,  namely:  Mary  A.,  born  in  this 
county  March  4,  1842,  and  now  the  wife  of  Rienzi 
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H.  Baker;  Edward  C,  born  March  12,  1845,  in 
Adrian,  died  July  5,  1846;  Roscoe  W.,  born  in 
Adrian,  July  18,  1847,  died  in  Chicago,  Aug. 
31,  1877. 

Mrs.  Beaman  w^as  well  fitted,  both  by  nature  and 
training,  to  be  the  companion  of  such  a  man  as  her 
husband.  She  stood  by  his  side  during  sunshine 
and  storm,  proving  his  most  faithful  counselor  and 
sympathizer.  She  is  still  living  in  Adrian  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health,  honored  and  respected 
hy  all  who  know  her. 

Fernando  C.  Beaman  was  the  son  of  Joshua  and 
Hannah  (Olcott)  Beaman,  natives  respectively  of 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  and  Windsor  County,  Vt.  Joshua 
Beaman  was  a  descendant  of  Gamaliel  Beaman, 
whose  parents  settled  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  when 
Gamaliel  was  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age.  The  latter 
was  married  in  early  manhood,  and  became  the 
father  of  eight  children.  His  grandson,  Elijah, 
married  Miss  Thankful  Nichols,  in  1859,  and  they 
w^ere  the  grandparents  of  Fernando  C.  Beaman. 

Joshua  Beaman  lived  in  Lancaster,  Mass.,  until 
1787,  when  he  was  called  out  by  the  Government 
to  assist  in  quelling  Shay's  Rebellion;  this  accom- 
plished he  took  up  his  abode  in  Chester,  Vt.,  whence 
he  removed  in  1819  to  Chautauqua,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  married  Miss  Hannah  Olcott  in  1791. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Hannah 
(Chandler)  Olcott,  and  of  this  union  there  were 
born  fourteen  children,  of  whom  Fernando  C.  was 
the  sixth  son  and  twelfth  child. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Beaman  was  born  in  1773,  and  died 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y., 
March  19,  1829. 


5$E0RGE  LANE  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Blissfield  Township,  Lenawee  County,  on 
_  the  27th  of  March,  1827.  Jacob  Lane,  his 
father,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  In  that 
State  he  learned  the  trade  of  blacks mithing,  and 
coming  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1825,  worked  at 
his  trade  in  Monroe  County.  In  1820  he  was 
married  to  Louisa,  a  daughter  of   Gen.   Giles,   and 
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afterward  came  to  Lenawee  County,  the  removal 
l)eing  made  with  teams,  for  which  he  had  to  cut 
part  of  the  way  through  the  forest. 

elacob  Lane  entered  land  in  what  is  now  Blissfield 
Township,  built  a  log  house,  and  erected  a  shop  in 
which  he  divided  his  time  with  his  agricultural 
labors.  After  three  or  four  years  he  removed  to 
Monroe,  where  lie  worked  at  his  trade  three  years, 
and  then  returned  to  Blissfield  and  began  keeping 
hotel.  In  1836  his  wife  died,  and  abandoning  the 
hotel  business  Mr.  Lane  went  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  remained  three  years  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  machinist.  He  then  went  to  Detroit 
and  worked  in  the  railroad  shops  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Monroe,  where  he  pro- 
cured the  position  of  foreman  in  the  railroad  shops. 
In  1847  he  met  his  death  by  accident,  being  killed 
by  the  cars.  His  family  consisted  of  five  children: 
George;  John,  who  died  in  1833;  William,  who 
lives  in  Quincy,  111.;  Charles,  who  served  in  an 
Ohio  regiment  in  the  late  war,  and  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Atlanta,  in  July,  1864;  and  one 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  nine  years  of 
age  when  his  mother  died,  and  he  went  to  make  his 
home  with  his  maternal  grandparents.  During  his 
boyhood  he  attended  the  pioneer  schools  and 
assisted  his  grandfather  in  the  work  upon  the  farm. 
Ui)  to  fifteen  years  of  age  his  life  was  spent  with 
his  grandfather  and  uncles,  but  at  that  age  he  con- 
cluded to  care  for  himself,  and  engaged  in  work 
upon  the  farm,  first  receiving  |3  per  month,  and 
later  $9,  For  three  years  he  continued  at  farm 
work,  and  then  procured  the  situation  as  foreman 
on  the  Michigan  Southern  &  Indiana  Railway,  and 
remained  in  the  employ  of  that  company  for  eighteen 
months,  when  he  went  to  Ohio  and  secured  em- 
ployment with  the  Mad  River  Railroad  Company, 
where  he  remained  five  years  and  then  returned  to 
Lenawee  County.  During  these  various  employ- 
ments he  had  saved  sufficient  money  with  which  to 
buy  114acres  of  land,  forty  of  which  were  cleared. 
Upon  his  return  to  Lenawee  County  he  lived  upon 
this  farm  for  four  years,  when  he  went  back  to 
Ohio  and  again  engaged  in  raUroad  work  for  three 
y(Mirs,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
lilisslield  and  resumed  farming.     Soon  after  this  he 
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purchased  his  present  farm  near  the  village  of  Bliss- 
field, on  which  he  has  erected  a  splendid  house  in 
which  he  lives  in  ease  and  comfort. 

On  the  2uth  of  January,  1850,  Mr.  Lane  was 
married  to  Sarah  A.  Elsey,  who  was  born  on  Staten 
Island,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  Elsey,  a  native 
of  England.  They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Charles  lives  in  Gentry  County,  Mo.; 
Leona  is  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Hazard,  and  lives  in 
Florida ;  William  and  George  live  in  Gentry  County, 
Mo. ;  Mary  married  William  R.  Edgar,  and  lives  in 
Lima,  Ohio;  Clara,  wife  of  Charles  E.  Bird,  lives  in 
Blissfield;  Bradford,  Anna  Belle,  John  and  Jennie 
are  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  organization  they  con- 
tribute time  and  means.  In  his  politics  Mr.  Lane 
is  decidedly  partial  to  the  Republican  party,  with 
which  he  has  always  affiliated.  He  is  the  son  of 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  was  himself  born  before  the  township  in  which 
he  now  resides  was  surveyed  or  named.  He  has 
been  a  participant  in  all  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life  in  Michigan,  and  is  thoroughly 
a  self-made  man,  having  been  left  without  parental 
care  and  protection  when  a  mere  boy.  How  well 
he  has  fought  the  battle  of  life  is  best  evidenced  by 
his  present  possessions,  for  he  is  considered  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  Blissfield  Township. 


OHN  T.  COLEGROYE  came  to  Medina 
Township  when  a  single  man,  arriving  here 
_  on  the  1st  of  October,  1842.  He  was  with- 
(j^Jl/  out  capital,  and  for  three  years  employed 
himself  as  a  farm  laborer,  managing  in  the  mean- 
time to  save  each  year  something  from  his  earnings, 
and  in  1843  purchased  a  tract  of  land  embracing 
eighty-six  acres  on  section  2.  Upon  this  there  had 
been  very  little  attempt  at  improvement,  and  un- 
der great  difficulties  he  connnenced  clearing  the 
land  and  preparing  the  soil  for  cultivation.  There 
was  little  to  encourage  him  the  first  and  second  sea- 
sons, although  he  gained  a  little  headway  each  year, 
and  in  due  time  began  to  realize  that  his  labors 
w^ere    not   to  be  in  vain.     He  has  now  one  of  the 
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best  appointed  homesteads  in  the  township,  with  a 
beautiful  residence  and  substantial  out-buildings, 
and  has  added  to  his  first  purchase  to  the  amount 
of  seventy-nine  acres,  lying  on  section  4;  he  has 
also  an  interest  in  eighty  acres  on  section  25.  He  is 
known  among  his  neighbors  as  an  honest,  upright 
man  of  good  principles,  conscientious  in  his  be- 
liefs, and  in  all  respects  a  model  citizen.  He  votes 
the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  has  represented 
his  township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
four  terms,  besides  serving  as  Highway  Commis- 
sioner. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  township  of  Nor- 
wich, McKean  Co.,  Pa.,  May  22,  1820,  and  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Lucy  (Garlic)  Colegrove,  the 
former  born  in  Plainfield,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
the  latter  in  Lanesboro,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.  They 
were  married  about  1814,  and  soon  afterward 
started  for  Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  had  pur- 
chased land.  They  set  out  with  a  sleigh  and  a  team 
of  horses,  but  when  they  arrived  at  Norwich,  Che- 
nango Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  snow  had  left  the  ground,  and 
it  not  being  convenient  to  procure  a  wheeled  ve- 
hicle, the  father  decided  to  stay  there  until  he  could 
proceed  on  his  journey,  and  accordingly'  rented  a 
farm  for  the  season.  In  the  winter  following,  when 
th(^  snow  came  on,  they  resumed  their  journey,  and 
arrived  safel}^  at  their  destination.  They  continued 
in  McKean  County,  Pa.,  twenty-eight  years  there- 
after, and  there  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  still  living,  namely:  Avan- 
der  H.,  Mary  A.,  Henry  G.,  John  T.,  Alonzo  B.  and 
Nnomi  G.  One  son,  Truman  D.,  enlisted  during 
the  late  Rebellion  in  the  Bucktail  Regiment  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  1862.  8oonafter  entering  the  serv- 
ice he  contracted  a  severe  cold  which  developed 
into  typhoid  fever,  from  which  he  died  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  The  mother  died  at  the  homestead 
in  McKean  County,  m  October,  1847. 

In  1842  the  four  eldest  sons  of  Benjamin  Cole- 
grove  left  the  Keystone  State  and  came  to  this 
county,  among  them  John  T.,  of  our  sketch.  The 
father  six  years  later  followed  them  with  his  two 
remaining  children,  and  continued  a  resident  of 
Medina  Township  fifteen  years,  when  he  moved  to 
Morenci,  where  his  death  took  place  on  the  4th  of 
April,  i87r>.   He  was  an  industrious  and  hard-work- 


ing man,  and  as  the  result  of  good    habits  attained 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

John    T.  Colegrove  received    a    common-school 
education,    and    has    all    his  life   been    engaged   in 
farming  pursuits.      A  few  years  after  taking  up    his 
residence   in  Medina    Township,    and   after  he  had 
prepared    a    suitable   home  for   the  maiden  of  his 
choice,  he  was  married,  on  the  2r)th  of  August,  1846, 
to  Miss  S.    Hortensa,  daughter   of   Benjamin    and 
IMary  C.  Holmes,  natives  respectively  of  New  York 
State  and  Massachusetts.     Mr.  Holmes  was  b(»rn  in 
1797,  and  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  T.  Holmes,  who 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  July  20, 17('»0.     The  lat- 
ter served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  was  an   intimate  friend  of  Washington.     l)en- 
jamin  T.  Flolmes  learned  the  trade  of  a   shoemaker 
Avhen  a  young  man,  and  later  engaged  i n  farming. 
I    He  came  to  this  county    with  his  family   in    1 836, 
I   and  established  himself  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Medina 
Townshi]),    where  he   continued   to    live    until    his 
death,  in  March,  1881.   His  wife  had  died  six  3^ ears 
I    previously,  on  the  3d  of  iVugust,  1875.     Their  four 
I    children  were  named   respectively:  Albina   S.,  Ar- 
I    thur  M.,  S.  Hortensa  and  James  L. 
j        Mrs.  Colegrove  was  born  Jan.  19,  1827,  in  Wayni* 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  nine  years  of  age  when  her 
parents  came  to  this  county.     She  received  her  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  school,  and  continued  under 
i    the  (-areful  training  of  her  mother   until  her    mar- 
riage.     Her  union   with  our  subject  resulted  in  the 
I    birth  of  three  children — Ottis,  Benjamin  M.,  and  an 
I    infant  deceased.   Ottis  married  Miss  Rosa  E.  Ba,rker, 
'    and  resides  on  the  old  homestead;   they   have    two 
children — Vining  B.    and    Viola   H.      Benjamin   M. 
married  Miss  Frances  J,   Rice,  and   is    farming   in 
I    Medina  Township;  they  have  three  children — Clark 
I    E.,  Sylvanus  J.  and  Phillip. 
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EV.  DAVH)  STUBERT  STEPHENS,  M.  A., 

President  of  Adrian  College,  one  of  the 
4  \\l  finest  educational  institutions  in  tlie  great 
))West,  was  born  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  May 
12.  1847,  and  is  therefore  filling  his  most  responsi- 
ble position  at  the  comparatively  youthful  age  of 
forty  years.     For  this,  however,  he   is    admirably 
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littod  both  by  iiuturo  nnd  e(Uication.  He  is  a  geii- 
tlemiin  of  superior  birth  mikI  parentage,  his  father,  : 
Oliver  Ferry  Stephens,  having  been- a  minister  in 
the  Ohio  Conference  of  tlie  Methodist  Trotesttint 
Church,  and  his  mother,  Mary  Anna  (Biddie)  Ste- 
phens, a  lady  of  literary  culture  and  ability,  and  a 
frequent  contributor  to  various  periodicals  of  the 
day. 

After  completing  his  primary  course  of  study  in 
the    common   school,  our  subject   entered    Witten- 
berg College   at  Springfield,  Oliio,  where    he  spent 
about  three  years,  and  afterward  came  to  the  West, 
entering  Adrian  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated under  the    Presidency  of  Asa    Mahan,    D.  1). 
He  was  remarkably  ambitious  to  excel  in  learning,    ! 
and  after  leaving  Adrian  College   crossed    the  At- 
lantic and  entered  Edinburgh  University  in  Scot- 
land, where   he  couipleted   the   required    studies  in 
philosophy  for   the   degree  of  M.   A.,  obtaining   a    ; 
prize    for  an    English   p]ssay   under    Prof.  Masson,    : 
also  in  Moral  Philosophy  under  Prof.  Calderwood, 
and  in  Metaphysics  under  Prof.  Frazer. 

Upon  returning  to  America  jMr.  Stephens  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  instructor  in  Natural  Sciences 
in  Adrian  College.  He  yet  saw  before  him  great 
possibilities  for  still  further  knowledge,  and  was 
iilled  with  the  laudable  ambition  to  avail  himself  of 
every  opportiuiity  to  secure  it.  Accordingly,  in 
the  fall  of  1873,  he  obtained  a  leave  of  absence, 
and  going  East  entered  Harvard  College  in  order 
t<.)  pursue  a  special  line  of  study,  which  he  mastered 
the  following  year  and  returned  to  his  former  posi- 
tion in  the  College  at  Adrian,  as  Professor  of  Mcm- 
tal  Science  and  Logic. 

The  course  of  Prof.  Stephens,  which  had  always 
been  steadily  onward,  in  1882  commended  him  as 
a  lit  incumbent  of  his  present  position,,  to  which  he 
was  elected  and  which  he  has  since  held  in  a  man- 
ner befitting  its  character  and  responsibilities.  The 
college  was  founded  and  has  been  conducted  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  Prof.  Stephens  was 
editor  of  the  church  magazine,  while  he  has  been 
a  constant  contributor  to  various  other  periodicals 
and  the  author  of  several  pamphlets.  Much  of  his 
pulpit  w^ork  has  been  incidental  to  the  work  of 
teaching,  although  he  is  an    ordained    minister  of 


the  Ohio  Conference,  which  conferred  upon  him 
this  honor  in  1880.  He  supplied  the  church  at 
Adrian,  in  connection  with  others,  for  a  season  when 
it  was  without  a  regular  pastor,  and  frequently 
preaches  in  the  churches  of  other  denominations  in 
the  city.  His  style  generally  inclines  toward  the 
metapliysical,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  deeply 
spiritual  and  always  clearly  and  aptly  illustrated. 
His  language  is  vigorous  and  forcible,  and  seldom 
fails  to  carry  conviction  with  it.  He  is  broad  and 
liberal  in  his  views,  a  man  of  deep  sympathies  with 
humanity,  and  although  he  might  become  a  leader 
in  ecclesiastical  affairs,  he  seems  to  be  imi)ressed 
witli  the  idea  that  he  can  be  more  useful  as  a 
modern  educator  and  in  assisting  to  form  the  minds 
and  characters  of  the  youth  around  him. 

President  Stephens  since  his  connection  with 
Adrian  College  has  introduced  many  new  features 
in  its  various  departments,  and  possesses  the  happy 
medium  between  sentiment  and  practicality,  which 
enables  him  to  exert  a  wx4ghty  influence  for  good 
and  introduce  into  the  usual  dull  routine  of  study 
the  elements  which  tend  to  make  it  interesting  and 
attractive.  He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  by 
setting  his  mark  high,  forms  an  example  for  those 
with  whom  he  associates  in  daily  life  which  cannot 
I    l)ut  result  in  great  benefit  to  all  concerned. 

^ILLIAM  O REG G,  well  known  among  the 
11  solid  people  of  Macon  Township,  is  the 
^J^  scion  of  an  excellent  old  Scotch  family, 
whose  descendants  removed  to  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, where  our  subject  was  born  in  County  Antrim, 
in  1832.  His  father  carried  on  farming  in  a  mod- 
est way  and  WiUiam  was  there  reared  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits  until  1854,  when  he  was  married  to  a 
maiden  of  his  own  locality.  Miss  Margaret  Stewart, 
who  was  born  in  1835,  and  was  also  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry. Soon  afterward  the  young  people  located 
on  a  small  piece  of  ground  in  County  Antrim, 
where  they  lived  until  1866,  and  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children. 

Our  subject  labored  a  good  many  years  upon  his 
native  soil,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  his  condition 
or  his  prospects,  now  determined  to  seek  the  New 
World.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  gathered  to- 
gether his  family  and  personal  effects,  and  embarked 
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oil  a  sailing-vessel  from  the  port  of  Liverpool. 
After  a  favorable  voyage  of  thirteen  days  they 
landed  in  New  York,  whence  they  shortl}^  afterward 
proceeded  westward,  and  Mr.  Gregg  rented  a  farm 
in  Macon  Township,  this  county,  npon  which  he  con- 
tinued until  purchasing  his  present  homestead. 
Here  he  has  160  acres  of  good  land  on  section  25, 
of  which  he  took  possession  in  1873.  He  has  been 
fairly  prosperous  in  his  labors  and  given  considera- 
ble attention  to  stock-raising. 

The  household  circle  was  completed  by  the  birth 
of  six  children,  of  whom  one  is  deceased,  namely. 
Angle,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Nec- 
tell,  of  Canada,  and  died  in  1886,  leaving  one 
child,  a  daughter,  who  bears  her  mother's  name. 
Robert  J.  is  at  home  with  his  parents;  Andrew 
married  Miss  Annie  Gasten,  and  assists  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  homestead ;  Samuel,  Thomas  and 
William  also  remain  under  the  parental  roof.  The 
family  all  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Mr.  Gregg  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 
Mrs.  Gregg  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  of  Macon  Township. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Andrew  and  Nancy 
(Linton)  Gregg,  departed  this  life  at  their  home  in 
County  Antrim,  the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years  and  the  mother  when  seventy -four.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Gregg,  Samuel  and  Ellen  (Linton) 
Stewart,  spent  their  entire  lives  on  the  farm  where 
they  were  born.  The}^  were  Presbyterians  in  re- 
ligion, and  were  descendants  of  substantial  Scotch 
ancestry. 


/AMES    R.  TERPENEY.      The  natural  ad- 
vantages of  Woodstock  Township  as  a  stock- 
raising  region,  and  its  settlement  by  an  unus- 
ual number  of  intelligent  men,  have  singled 
it  out  for  special   mention  among   the   affairs  of 
Lenawee   County.      Its  fine  horses  and   cattle  are 
proverbial,  and  to  this  industry  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  given  a  decided  impetus,  being  one  of 
the  most  noticeable  of  those  engaged  in  this  busi- 
ness.    His  attention  has  been  chiefly  given  to  tlie 
breeding  of  first-class  roadsters  and   draft  horses, 
for  which  he  finds  a  ready  market  and  the  highest 
price.      In   connection   with    this,    Mr.    Terpeney 
carries  on  general  farming,  and  has  built  up  one  of 


the     most     complete     country   homesteads    in    the 
northwest  portion  of  Lenawee  County. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  the    Empire  State,  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  Feb.  19,   1838,  and  is  the 
son  of  Peter   S.  and  Lydia  (Hannibal)  Terpeney, 
natives    of  the    same   county    as  their  son.     They 
continued  there  after  their  marriage  until  1843,  and 
then   the   father  of  our  subject  determined  to  go 
further  west.     He  came  first  to  Eaton  County,  this 
State,   but  a   few   days  later  made   his  way  to  the 
vicinity  of  Adrian,  this  county,  and  for  two  years 
thereafter  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer.     Subse- 
quently he  worked  land  on  shares,  and  then  rented 
land  in  Rollin  Township  five  years.     He  was  a  resi- 
dent successively  of  Hillsdale  County,    ^V^oodstock 
Township,    this    county,    and    lastly    of   Addison, 
where  he  spent  his  last  days,  his  death  taking  place 
when  he  was  forty-four  years  of  age.     The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Hannibal,  survived 
her  husband  until  1884,  and  passed  away  on  the  1st 
of  May,  aged  seventy-seven  years.     They  were  the 
parents  of  ten   children,   eight  of   whom  are  still 
living.     One  brother  has  been  in  California  for  the 
last  thirty-five  years;  three  are  living  in   Illinois, 
and  the  others  in  Michigan.     Mr.  Terpeney,  of  our 
sketch,  was  thrown  upon  his   own  resources  at  an 
early  age,  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  when  a  lad 
of  ten  years,  and  since  that  time  has  "  paddled  his 
own   canoe,"    against    adverse    winds    often,    but 
usually  managing  to  keep  his  head  above   water. 
He  worked  the  first  summer  for  a  bushel  of  apples 
a  day,  for  which  he  usually  found   sale,  and  after- 
ward was  employed  by  the  month  among  the  people 
of  his  neighborhood  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
war.     He  enlisted,  Aug.  19,  1862,  in   Company  I, 
1st  Michigan  Battery  Light  Artillery,  and  with  his 
comrades    marched    to    the  scene   of   conflict,  and 
traveled  in  this  manner  mostl}^  through  the  Southern 
States,  meeting   the  rebels  in  many  engagements 
and    skirmishes,    enduring   his   share  of    sickness, 
hardship  and   privation.      Fortunately   he  escaped 
wounds  and  capture,  and  after  visiting  the  National 
capital,  he  received    his   honorable  discharge  and 
was  mustered  out. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Terpenej^ 
sought  his  old  haunts  in  Woodstock  Township,  and 
resumed  his  former  labors.     The  year  following, 
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Dec.  20,  18GG,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Loretta  Pel- 
ham,  of  this  township.  In  1874  Mr.  Terpeney 
secured  possession  of  his  present  farm.  He  has 
always  maintained  an  intelligent  interest  in  town- 
ship affairs,  and  been  accorded  recognition  as  a 
valued  citizen  by  election  to  the  various  township 
offices,  servmg  as  Treasurer  and  School  Director, 
and  often  being  called  into  counsel  upon  matters 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  people  at  large. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  April  18,  1837, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Richard  C.  and  Abbie 
(Every)  Pelhara.  To  them  there  have  been  born 
four  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those 
surviving  are:  Maria  vS.,  who  was  born  in  Wood- 
stock, Jan.  27,  1868,  and  was  educated  in  the 
Brooklyn  School;  and  Claude  D.,  who  was  born 
near  Addison,  May  26,  1878,  and  is  now  attending 
school  in  his  own  district. 

Mr.  Terpeney  uniformly  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  work- 
ing for  his  party  as  opportunity  occurs,  and  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  principles  in  which  he  hon- 
estly believes,  and  in  support  of  which  he  is  always 
willing  to  make  all  needful  sacrifices.  He  is  a 
member  of  Addison  Post  No.  277,  of  which  he  is 
(Quartermaster. 


ILLIAM  DE  MOTT  is  a  prominent  and  en- 
tizen  of  Lenawee  County,  and 
has  been  an  important  factor  in 
building  up  its  business  interests.  He  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  having  been  born  in  Lodi,  Seneca 
County,  in  1832,  and  was  the  youngest  of  the  four 
children  born  to  Abram  and  Jane  (Hogarth)  De 
Mott  that  attained  maturity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Mott 
moved  with  their  family  from  Seneca  County  to 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in  the  spring  of  1844, 
locating  in  the  village  of  Ridge  way.  There  Mr. 
De  Mott  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
also  became  an  extensive  land-owner.  He  finally 
sold  out  his  business  and  returned  to  the  East. 

William  De  Mott  was  a  boy  of  twelve  years  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  State.  He  received 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  under  the  tutelage 
of  Prof.  Robert  Harriot,  a  noted  teacher,  formerly 
of  New  York.     After  attaining  manhood  he  returned 
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to  liis  native  State  to  complete  the  education  so  well 
begun.  He  attended  Ovid  Academy,  Genesee  Col- 
lege, and  other  institutions  of  learning,  in  all  of 
which  he  maintained  a  high  rank  in  scholarship. 
After  completing  his  education,  he  remained  in  the 
East  for  awhile,  soon  entering  the  store  of  Gen. 
John  De  Mott,  of  Lodi,  N.  Y.,  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk.  He  remained  with  him  for  some  time,  but 
finally  returned  to  Michigan,  and  became  employed 
with  his  father  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  Township, 
where  he  continued  for  two  years.  He  next  came 
to  Tecumseh,  and  entered  the  store  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some  years, 
rendering  him  efficient  service.  He  then  entered 
the  drug-store  of  his  brother.  Dr.  Charles  De  Mott, 
as  his  clerk,  continuing  in  that  capacity  until  his 
brother  sold  out  liis  establishment.  He  then  re- 
solved to  study  law,  and  entered  the  office  of  Messrs. 
Bills  &  Baxter  for  that  purpose.  He  read  law  with 
them  until  the  year  of  1859,  when  he  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 
He  continued  his  studies  there  until  1861,  when  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  turned  his  attention  from 
his  studies  to  the  affairs  of  his  country,  and  as  soon 
as  he  could  make  arrangement  to  do  so,  enlisted  in 
her  defense. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  our  subject  became  a  member 
of  Company  K,  3d  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  went 
with  his  regiment  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis.  In 
1862  he  entered  upon  the  campaign  of  the  South 
and  West,  traveling  with  the  army  over  the  States 
of  Missouri,  Georgia  and  Tennessee.  He  was  at 
the  battles  of  New  Madrid,  luka,  seige  of  Corinth, 
and  skirmishes  and  other  important  engagements. 
In  1863  he  returned  on  a  veteran's  furlough  to  his 
regiment  at  Detroit,  Mich.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
furlough  he  reported  for  service  at  St.  Louis,  where 
his  regiment  was  remounted,  and  ordered  to  DeviFs 
Bluffs  in  the  Department  of  Arkansas,  under  Gen. 
Steele.  They  were  for  some  time  engaged  in  guard- 
ing the  Memphis  &  Little  Rock  Railway  at  that 
point. 

Mr.  De  Mott  served  out  his  term  of  enlistment^ 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Boone ville,  now 
known  as  Michigan  City.  He  then  returned  to  De- 
troit, where  he  entered  the  Provost  Marshal's  office 
as  clerk,  under  Gen.  Mark  Flannagan.     He  retained 
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tluit  position  until  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  He 
returned  to  his  home  in  Tecumseh,  and  took  sev- 
eral agencies, -and  in  1867  established  an  insurance 
agency,  representing  several  Eastern  companies  in 
connection  with  the  Northwestern  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Milwaukee.  In  1886  he  sold  out  that 
branch  of  his  business  relating  to  fire  insurance, 
still  retaining  his  agency  in  the  life  insurance  com- 
pany. On  the  organization  of  theTecumseh  Celery 
Company,  Mr.  De  Mott,  as  one  of  the  principal  orig- 
inators of  that  enterprise,  was  made  its  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  company  has  a  tract  of  seventy-five 
acres  of  land  situated  three  miles  south  of  Tecumseh. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  promising  enterprises  of 
Tecumseh.  He  is  also  one  of  the  Directors  of  tlie 
Ohio  and  Michigan  Coal  Manufacturing  Company, 
in  Tecumseh. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  men  who  used  his  in- 
fluence, and  was  instrumentarin  raising  the  money 
for  the  purpose  of  building  the  Toledo  &  Milwau- 
kee Railway,  now  the  Cincinnati,  Jackson  &  Macki- 
naw Railway.  He  raised  in  all  some  135,000. 
This  he  did  for  the  public  good  without  any  com- 
pensation whatever. 

Mr.  De  Mott  is  a  member  of  Tecumseh  Lodge 
No.  69,  F.  &  A.  M.;  he  is  also  a  member  of  Beers 
Post  No.  140,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  always  gives  his  hearty  sympathy  and 
co-operation  to  any  movement  to  advance  tiie  in- 
terests of  the  county  or  township  in  which  he  lives. 
His  good  knowledge  of  law  has  been  of  great  bene- 
fit to  him  in  his  business  life.  He  is  widely  known 
in  business  circles,  and  wherever  known  is  regarded 
as  a  man  of  ability  and  undoubted  integrity  of 
character.  His  residence  is  on  Adams  street,  near 
the  business  part  of  the  cit3^ 

NDREW  J.  VAN  SICKLE  struck  the  first 
blow  on  the  land  which  he  now  occupies, 
and  which  has  been  transformed  from  a 
wilderness  into  a  beautiful  and  valuable 
He  has  wisely  clung  to  his  first  purchase, 
from  J.  H.  Cleveland,  and  labored  and  watched 
while  it  slowly  advanced  in  value  until  it  is  now 
the  source  of  a  comfortable  income.  The  farm  em- 
braces 128:^  acres  on  sections  21  and  22,  in   Seneca 
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Township,  and  is  noticeable  for  its  finely  cultivated 
fields,  its  good  buildings,  and  the  general  air  of 
thrift  and  prosperity  which  surrounds  it. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Chemung  County,  N. 
Y.,  Jan.  22,  1834,  and  is  the  eldest  of  the  three 
children  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Cox)  A'an  Sickle,  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  Their  ancestors  crossed  the  watei 
from  Holland  and  Scotland  in  the  Colonial  days, 
and  the  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Isaac  and  his  wife  soon  after  their  marriage  re- 
moved to  New  York  State,  and  from  there  to  Ohio, 
whence  after  an  eight  years'  residence  they  returned 
to  New  Y'ork.  They  afterward  w^ent  back  to  Ohio, 
and  from  there,  in  1847,  came  to  this  county,  where 
the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Dover 
Township,  which  he  still  owns.  He  has  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  and  makes 
his  home  with  his  son,  Andrew  J.;  the  mother  died 
in  Dover  Township,  in  1878,  aged  sixty-one  years. 
Their  children  we^e  all  boys,  and  the  other  living 
brother  of  our  subject  resides  in  Seneca  Township. 

Mr.  Van  Sickle,  of  this  history,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan, and  upon  reaching  his  majority  w^as  married,  in 
1855,  to  Miss  Matilda,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mercy  A.  (Amington)  Chittenden,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  died  when  forty  years  of  age;  the  mother  sub- 
sequently came  to  Michigan,  settling  near  Adrian, 
and  surviving  her  husband  many  years,  died  a  widow 
on  the  13th  of  May,  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years. 

Mrs.  A^an  Sickle  was  born  in  Michigan,  April  20, 
1836,  and  continued  with  her  mother  until  her  mar- 
riage, receiving  her  education  in  the  district  school 
and  becoming  skilled  in  all  household  duties.  She 
w^as  the  third  of  seven  children — two  sons  and  five 
daughters — four  of  whom  are  now  living  and  resi- 
dents of  Michigan  and  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Sickle  for  the  last  thirty  years  have  been  among 
the  most  highly  respected  residents  of  Sene(;a 
Township,  w^here  their  thrift  and  industry,  their  hos- 
pitality and  kindness  of  heart,  have  secured  for 
them  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends.  Mr.  Van  Sickle 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket  politically,  although 
having  very  little  to  do  with  public  affairs. 
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^OSIAH  J.  PUTNAM,  the  proprietoi"  of  the 
Lake  Park  House,  a  prominent  summer  re- 
sort which  he  has  conducted  for  the  last  five 
(^Jj  years  at  Sand  Lake,  this  county,  was  born  in 
Chesterfieki,  Vt.,  about  forty  miles  from  Boston, 
on  the  20th  of  December,  182<S.  The  i)arents  of 
our  subject,  Silas  and  Martha  (Jordan)  Putnam, 
were  married  in  1823,  and  migrated  from  Vermont 
to  Lenawee  County,  locating  on  a  farm  in  the  town- 
ship of  Madison,  where  the  father  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  until  his  demise  in  1849,  leav- 
ing a  wife  and  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five 
daughters,  who  all  lived  to  maturity.  Only  five 
are  now  living. 

Mr.  Putnam  is  the  third  of  the  family,  and  was 
about  three  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to 
this  county.  He  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  remained  witli  his  parents  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  when  he  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  own  account.  He  afterward  bought  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1876, 
when  he  came  to  Adrian,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided in  winter,  while  in  summer  he  removes  to  his 
pleasant  hotel  at  the  lake.  He  built  this  fine  hotel 
in  1882,  and  opened  it  to  the  public  July  4  of  that 
year.  The  structure  is  built  upon  a  good  stone 
foundation,  and  is  three  stories  in  height.  Mr.  Put- 
nam still  retains  his  farm  in  Madison  Township, 
consisting  at  present  of  238  acres  of  land  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  and  containing  a  good 
brick  dwelling-house  and  out-buildings,  which  he 
rents.  His  residence  in  Adrian  is  a  fine  brick  edi- 
fice on  Winter  street. 

Mr.  Putnam  was  united  in  marriage,  in  October, 
1858,  with  Miss  Catherine,  the  fifth  daughter  and 
seventh  child  of  Garrett  and  Hannah  (Gannon) 
Tenbrook,  the  former  born  in  Chemung  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1803,  and  the  latter  in  Orange  County.  The 
parents  were  united  in  marriage  about  1826,  and 
removed  to  this  county  in  1831,  being  two  months 
in  reaching  their  destination.  Mr.  Tenbrook  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Madison  Township.  He 
went  to  Mississippi  during  the  war  to  aid  an 
adopted  son  who  had  enlisted,  but  was  too  late  to 
be  of  any  service,  while  his  own  system  became 
charged  with  malaria,  and  he  died  in  1868,  his  wife 
surviving  him   but   one  week.     They    became  the 


parents  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  survive. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Putnam  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  Elmer 
E.,  who  lives  at  home. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Putnam  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
fearless  in  the  advocacy  of  his  principles,  while  he 
enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  of  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  The  portrait  of  Mr. 
Putnam,  as  being  that  of  a  representative  citizen  of 
Lenawee  County,  forms  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
collection  presented  in  this  volume,  and  the  pub- 
lishers take  pleasure  in  placing  it  on  an  accompa- 
nying page. 


i 
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ZIAII  ASH,  the  son  of  a  highly  respected 
English  farmer  who  settled  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship fifty-four  years  ago,  is  the  proprietor 
(^'  of  a  small  but  well-improved  tract  of  land 

on  section  34.  Here  he  is  operating  after  the  theory 
of  Horace  Greeley,  that  a  moderate  area  of  land 
carefully  cultivated  yields  better  results  than  a 
larger  extent  partially  neglected.  The  property  of 
our  subject  forms  a  snug  home,  and  he  is  in  the  en- 
J03'ment  of  a  comfortable  income  by  which  he  has 
been  enabled  to  surround  himself  and  his  family 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

William  Ash,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Yorkshire,  England,  from  which  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1831,  landing  in 
New  York  City  on  the  3d  of  May.  Thence  shortly 
afterward  he  proceeded  to  Buffalo,  and  on  to  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  from  which  place  he  walked  over  the 
old  Indian  trail  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  After  a 
brief  stay  at  that  point,  which  was  then  but  an  em- 
bryo village,  he  came  to  this  county,  locating  first 
in  Adrian  Township,  near  the  site  of  the  present 
city.  It  then  boasted  but  a  few  settlers,  and  Mr. 
Ash  took  up  his  abode  with  Urias  Comstock,  not 
far  away,  in  Raisin  Township.  A  few  weeks  later, 
however,  he  went  back  east  as  far  as  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
and  entered  the  employ  of  an  old  Quaker,  Jesse  P. 
Hems  by  name,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  year, 
at  the  end  of  which  he  received  $100,  out  of  which 
he  was  obliged  to  pay  a  moderate  sum  for  his  wash- 
ing. He  remained  in  that  vicinity  until  1833,  and 
then  returned  to  Michigan  and  invested  ^his  small 
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capital  in  a  tract  of  Government  land  on  section  34, 
in  Raisin  Township.  The  papers  which  indicated 
his  ownership  of  this  property  bore  the  signatnre  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  who  was  tlien  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  location  which  Mr.  Ash  had  chosen  proved 
to  be  an  extremely  fortunate  one  and  the  soil  ex- 
ceedingly tillable.  He '  retained  possession  of  this, 
and  subsequently  extended  his  landed  interests  un- 
til he  became  the  owner  of  220  acres,  the  most  of 
which  he  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  also  erected  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  and 
surrounded  himself  and  family  with  all  the  comforts 
of  life.  His  death  took  place  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1881.  He  was  recognized  in  the  community  where 
he  had  lived  and  labored  so  long  as  a  man  of  un- 
impeachable moral  character  and  correct  business 
habits,  and  he  has  left  to  his  children  a  record  of 
which  they  ma}^  well  be  proud. 

William  Ash  was  three  times  married ;  first  to 
Miss  Esther,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Westgate,  who 
is  familiarly  remembered  as  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Raisin  Township.  He  came  from  Royalton 
Township,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  about  1832,  and 
brought  with  him  those  substantial  traits  of  char- 
acter which  distinguished  him  as  one  of  the  most 
valued  members  of  a  community  struggling  into 
life.  He  is  now  deceased.  Esther  Ash,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Royalton  Township,  N. 
Y.,  where  she  was  reared  to  womanhood  and  after- 
ward came  West  with  her  parents.  Of  her  marriage 
with  William  Ash  there  were  born  five  children,  of 
whom  Aziah,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest.  The 
mother  passed  away  while  still  a  young  woman,  her 
death  taking  place  at  the  homestead  in  Raisin 
Township,  Dec.  14,  1843. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  at  his  father's 
homestead  in  Raisin  Township  on  th^  12th  of 
March,  1836.  He  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  in 
the  meantime  acquiring  a  fair  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  remained  a  member  of  the  paren- 
tal household  until  alter  reaching  his  twenty-fifth 
birthday,  and  was  then  married  in  Raisin  Township, 
to  Miss  Lucinda  Kneeland.  This  lady  was  a  native 
of  Paper-Mill  Village,  N.  H.,  and  when  a  maiden 
of  eighteen  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents, 
Abner  and  Lucinda  (Flanders)  Kneeland,  who  lo- 


cated in  Raisin  Township,  but  subsequently  re- 
turned to  the  Old  Granite  State,  where  they  are 
now  living.  Of  this  vmion  there  were  born  two 
children,  and  the  mother  died  Aug.  10,  1866;  the 
infant  daughter,  who  was  named  Emma,  followed 
two  weeks  later.  The  other,  named  Frank,  died 
two  years  before  the  death  of  his  mother. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Ash  married  Miss  Eme- 
line  Johnson,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  Rollin  Township,  Aug.  10,  1872. 
Mrs.  P^meline  Ash  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N. 
Y.,  Jan.  26,  1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Lucy  (Moore)  Johnson,  natives  of  New  York, 
where  the  former  spent  his  last  years  in  Allegany 
Countj^,  dying  at  an  advanced  age ;  the  mother  had 
died  in  Steuben  County  when  over  seventy  years 
old.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  and 
Emeline,  with  the  others,  received  a  good  education, 
and  taught  school  several  years  before  her  marriage, 
both  in  New  York  and  this  county. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living,  namely : 
Frank  O.,  born  Oct.  3,  1873,  and  Freddie  E.,  April 
15,  1879.  Cora  died  when  nine  years  of  age,  and 
Orra  I.,  when  ten  weeks  old.  Mr.  Ash  politically 
is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  and  with  his  es- 
timable lady,  in  religious  matters,  attends  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends. 

0~  ON  RAD  HOLMES.     The  gentleman  whose 
^  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is 
^     successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 

on  his  pleasant  farm  on  section  4,  Dover  Township. 
His  parents  were  Isaac  and  Mary  (Brown)  Holmes, 
natives  respectively  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
and  Ireland.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Clarkson,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  resided 
for  several  years.  In  the  fall  of  1834  they  followed 
the  tide  of  emigration,  which  was  then  at  its  height, 
to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  locating  in  Pitts- 
field,  where  they  remained  some  time,  then  re- 
moved to  Matamoras,  Ohio.  After  a  few  years' 
residence  they  returned  to  Washtenaw  County  and 
thence  removed  to  Ingham,  from  which  they  came 
to  Lenawee  County,  and  made  their  home  with 
their  son   Conrad,  our  subject,   until  their  death. 
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The  mother  departed  this  life  March  20,  1863, 
while  the  father  survived  lier  fourteen  years,  pass- 
ing away  April  15,  1877.  They  had  a  family  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  Conrad  was  the  fourth. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Clarkson,  Monroe  Co., 
N.  Y.,  March  25, 181 4,  and  resided  there  until  1834, 
when  he  preceded  his  parents  to  Pittsfield,  Mich. 
He  was  married  in  January,  1838,  to  Miss  Julia 
Dix,  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Deming)  Dix, 
both  natives  of  Connecticut.  From  that  State  they 
moved  to  New  York  State,  and  thence  to  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.,  where  they  spent  the 
greater  part  of  their  remaining  years,  though  they 
both  died  at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Holmes,  in  Dover  Township. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  lived 
in  Pittsfield  until  1841,  when  the}^  removed  to 
Dover  Township,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year  spent  in  Washtenaw  County,  have  resided 
here  ever  since.  Mrs.  Holmes  died  at  her  home  in 
this  township  Oct.  28,  1885,  aged  seventy  years, 
seven  months  and  five  days.  She  lived  a  conscien- 
tious Christian  life,  and  was  an  esteemed  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes 
were  born  two  children:  WiUiam  J.  and  Charles  I., 
the  former  of  whom  died  in  Dover  Township  in 
1863,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  Charles  I. 
was  born  in  Dover  Township,  June  12,  1850,  and 
has  always  lived  at  the  old  homestead.  In  Adrian, 
Mich.,  April  10,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida,  daughter  of  Edwin  J.  and  Nanc}'^  (DeWitt) 
Wilcox.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  lived  in  Hudson 
Township,  this  county,  about  eight  years  after  their 
marriage,  when  they  removed  to  Adrian,  where 
Mrs.  Wilcox  died  in  1866.  Mr.  Wilcox  spent  his 
last  days  in  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  dying  there  in 
October,  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, Ida  and  Eliza.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  John 
Jacobs,  of  Branch  Count}^ Mich.;  Ida, Mrs.  Holmes, 
was  born  in  Hudson  Township,  July  21,  1856.  She 
is  the  mother  of  three  sons — Willie  E.,  Arthur  M. 
and  Freddie  E. 

Conrad  Holmes  has  a  fine  farm  of  105  acres, 
which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
erected  substantial  and  commodious  buildings,  and 
has  all  necessary  appliances  for  carrying  on  farming 


satisfactorily.  Here,  in  his  comfortable  home,  he 
is  enjoying  his  declining  years  in  the  companion- 
ship of  his  son,  with  his  wife  and  their  three  merry 
children,  who  keep  alive  the  spark  of  youthfulness 
in  the  heart  of  their  grandfather.  In  politics  Mr. 
Holmes  is  a  Kepul)lican  and  faithfully  endorses  the 
{principles  of  that  party. 


/^^  HRISTIAN  SCHN 
if  intelligent  represer 

^^^y    ulation,  living  in 


HRISTIAN  SCHNEIRLA  is  a  prominent  and 
resentative  of  our  German  pop- 
Clinton  Township,  where 
he  owns  and  manages  a  large  farm  on  section  3.  His 
indomitable  energy  and  ability  have  brought  more 
than  usual  success  in  his  calling.  His  farm  com- 
prises 264  acres,  forty  of  which  are  in  Bridge  water 
Township,  Washtenaw  County.  The  most  of  it  is 
well  drained  and  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
He  has  a  tine  residence  and  first-class  farm  buildings, 
everything  around  showing  marked  evidence  of 
care  and  thrift. 

Mr.  Schneirla  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, May  22^  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
Schneirla,  who  owned  a  small  farm  there,  and  was 
a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  his  native  country  nearly  all 
the  days  of  his  life.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Barbara  Fry,  also  a  native  of  Germany.  Four 
sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  them.  The 
father  died  in  the  land  of  his  nativity  when  his  son 
Christian,  of  this  sketch,  was  about  six  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  lived  with  his  mother  and  her  second 
husband,  for  she  had  married  again,  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Shoemaker.  They  came 
to  Ann  Arbor,  Washtenaw  County,  where  our  sub- 
ject was  variousl}^  employed  for  eight  years.  He 
then,  in  1861,  resolved  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Cali- 
fornia ''The  Golden."  He  was  young  and  full  of 
ambition,  and  started  on  the  long  journey  to  that 
distant  State  with  high  hopes,  and  a  determination 
to  make  some  of  its  vast  wealth  his  own.  He  jour- 
neyed b}^  the  water  route,  and  after  his  arrival  lo- 
cated in  San  Jose,  where  he  became  employed  on  a 
railway  about  a  year.  During  the  four  succeeding 
years  he  worked  at  different  employments,  and  ac- 
cumulated a  good  deal   of    money.     He   then   left 
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California  and  returned  to  visit  the  old  home  of  his 
birth  across  the  water,  after  which  he  recrossed  the 
ocean  and  came  once  more  to  Michigan,  where  at 
the  end  of  two  years  he  finally  bought  the  land 
where  he  has  since  established  his  home. 

In  1868  Mr.  Schneirla  was  married  in  Washtenaw 
County,  to  Miss  Regina  Walter,  like  himself  a  na- 
tive of  Wurtemberg,  where  she  was  born  in  April, 
1842.  She  came  with  her  parents,  in  1861,  to  the 
United  States,  and  lived  with  them  in  Washtenaw 
County  until  her  marriage.  She  has  ably  seconded 
her  husband  in  his  efforts  to  acquire  wealth,  and 
their  marked  success  in  this  direction  is  in  no  small 
degree  due  to  her  prudence  and  wise  management. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneirla  have  been  born  twelve 
children,  namely :  Anna,  Jacob,  Christian,  Pauline, 
Eddie,  Regina,  Charles,  William,  Clara,  Walter, 
Clarence  and  Emma.  To  these  children  their 
parents  are  giving  every  advantage  for  a  good 
education,  besides  carefully  training  them  in  the 
practical  every-day  duties  of  life. 

Although  Mr.  Schneirla  possesses  great  acquisi- 
tive powers,  yet  he  does  not  hoard  his  mone3%  or 
spend  it  merely  for  his  own  gratification,  but  the 
poor  and  needy  find  in  him  a  benefactor,  and  he  is 
ever  ready  to  respond  with  a  generous  donation  to 
all  worthy  objects  of  charity.  He  is  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  and  his  prosperity  has  benefited  the 
township  in  which  he  has  made  his  home.  In  poli- 
tics our  subject  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

^J^E'LLY  S.  BEALS.     The  city  of  Adrian   is 
;^Lx^      noted    for    its  enterprising    business    men, 

/im  and  as  a  class  they  have  given  the  city 
^^)an  enviable  standing  in  the  commercial 
world.  One  of  the  most  prominent,  as  well  as  sub- 
stantial merchants  of  Adrian,  is  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  provision 
business.  Mr.  Beals  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  was  born  on  a  farm  on  Green  Mountain,  that 
State,  April  17,  1812. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Caleb  Beals,  a  New 
England  farmer,  who  was  born  in  the  same  State, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.     The  maiden  name  of 


our  subject's  mother  was  Lydia  Sherman,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  and  daughter  of  Kelly  Sherman. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beals  moved  to 
Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  resided  sixteen 
years,  when  they  removed  to  Western  New  York, 
and  after  a  short  time  spent  in  that  section  changed 
their  residence  to  Lenawee  County,  in  1835,  locat- 
ing in  the  village  of  Adrian,  where  the  father  passed 
most  of  his  days  and  died  in  1851.  The  mother 
survived  him  until  1854.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  six  of  w^hom  lived  to  the  age  of 
maturity.  Of  the  children  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  the  eldest,  and  he  was  four  years  of  age  when 
the  parents  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1886,  Mr.  Beals  married 
Miss  Adeline  M.  Hathaway,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, w^ho  was  born  on  the  26th  of  November,  1806, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Jeptha  and  Na«cy  Hathaway. 
In  the  year  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Beals  removed  to 
Adrian,  where  he  found  employment  in;a  cabinet- 
shop,  and  engaged  in  that  occupation  four  years. 
He  then  purchased  a  piece  of  timber  land,  which  he 
at  once  commenced  improving,  and  erected  a  house 
w4th  the  intention  of  adopting  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  He  remained  on  this  farm  five  years  and 
then  returning  to  Adrian,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  David  Wheeler  in  the  manufacture  of  cabinet- 
ware  and  chairs,  in  which  he  continued  three  years. 
He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Reuben  Wheeler, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  grocery  business, 
and  after  being  thus  engaged  successfully  for  one 
year,  his  partner  died.  The  business  was  continued 
by  Mr.  Beals,  who  has  had  several  partners,  but  at 
the  present  time  is  conducting  the  business  alone, 
having  purchased  the  interest  owned  by  his  late 
partner.  The  location  of  the  store  is  at  No.  14 
Main  street,  where  he  keeps  on  hand  a  full  stock  of 
all  classes  of  goods  to  be  found  in  a  completely 
furnished  grocery.  In  addition  to  a  general  line  of 
groceries  he  makes  a  specialty  of  meats  and  handles 
a  large  amount  annually. 

Mr.  Beals  is  now  in  his  seventy- sixth  year,  and  is 
active  in  both  mind  and  body.  He  devotes  his 
entire  time  to  the  prosecution  of  his  business,  in 
which  he  has  been  successfully  engaged.     In  early 
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life  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  but  since  the  extinc- 
tion of  that  party,  and  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  he  has  enthusiastically  co-operated 
with  the  latter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beals  have  had  born 
to  them  three  children,  vvlio  died  in  early  life,  the 
eldest,  William  Henry,  living  to  be  five  years  and 
five  months  old. 


f 


IfkM  ^tiTlN   P.    STOCKVV^ELL.      One    of    the 
most  beautiful  and  valuable  farms  in   Len- 
awee County  is  the  property  of  the  subject 
of  this  history,  and    is  located    on  section 
^     15,  Dover  Township.     It  bears  about  it  all  the  evi- 
]     deuces  of  thrift  and  prosperity,  forming  one  of  the 
•     attractive  features  of  the  landscape  of  that  section. 
The  residence  is  commodious  and    substantial,  the 
barns  and  out-buildings  are  in  first-class  condition, 
and  the  proprietor  is  one    of  the    most  prominent 
men  in  that  section  of  country,  to  which   he  came 
when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  with  a  cash  capital 
of  six  cents  in  his  pocket. 

The  history  of  Mr.  Stock  well  is  one  of  absorbing 
interest,  and  illustrates  the  remarkable  energy  and 
resolution  with  which  nature  endowed  him.  Early  i 
in  life  he  had  been  made  acquainted  with  toil  and  i 
privation,  and  as  soon  as  he  began  to  think  he  de- 
termined that  whenever  the  opportunity  offered  he 
would  escape  from  the  thraldom  which  there  beset 
him,  and  become  a  man  among  men,  with  a  home 
and  property  of  his  own.  In  order  to  more  fully 
understand  the  circumstances  of  his  childhood  days 
it  will  be  proper  to  mention  those  from  whom  he 
derives  his  origin. 

Mr.  Stockwell  was  born  in  Cato,  Ca^aiga  Co.,  N. 
v.,  Feb.  11,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Eliathah  Stock- 
well,  a  native  of  Whitehall,  N.    Y.,   where    he  was 
born  May  19,  1791.     The  father   remained   a  resi- 
;     dent  of  his  native  town  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
and  then  removed  with  his  parents  to  Cato.     Dec. 
^     8,  1814,  he  was  married  in  Ira,  N.  Y.,  to   Miss  Es- 
i     ther,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Hannah  Perkins, 
'     and  after  a  residence  of  several  years  in  Ira  and  vi- 
cinity, he  removed  to  Java,  Wyoming  County,  and 
I    in  1837  came  with  his  family  to  Michigan,  settling 
near  the  center  of  Adrian  Township;  from  there,  in 


1849,  they  removed  to  Dover  Township.  Mrs.  Es- 
ther Stockwell  was  born  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  July  8, 
1799.  and  died  in  Dover,  this  county.  May  18, 1856. 
The  father  survived  his  wife  several  years,  his  death 
occurring  Feb.  23,  1867.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  Martin  P.  being  the  second  child  and 
eldest  son.  The  eldest  daughter,  Betsey  C,  was 
born  Nov.  1,  1815,  became  the  wife  of  Peleg  Var- 
nold,  and  died  in  Fulton  County,  HI.;  Catherine E. 
was  born  March  1,  1821,  and  is  the  wife  of  Aaron 
M.  Phillips,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Dover  Township; 
Levi  L.  was  born  July  18,  1823,  and  is  farming  in 
Medina  Township;  Ezilda  was  born  Oct.  23,  1825, 
and  is  the  wife  of  D.  S.  Galloway,  of  Dundee,  this 
State ;  Hannah  A.,  JMrs.  William  Wildman,  was  born 
April  5,  1828,  and  is  a  resident  of  Cold  water;  Chris- 
topher P.  was  born  Jan.  20,  1831,  and  is  farming  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Mississipi)i ;  Benjamin  F.  was 
born  April  9,  1833,  and  died  in  New  York  State 
when  a  child,  July  1,  1835;  Henrietta  L.  was  born 
Nov.  13,  1835,  married  Stillwell  Palmer,  and  died 
in  Dover  Township,  June  12,  1864. 

Mr.  Stockwell  spent  his  boyhood  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  no  school  advantages  whatever, 
and  by  his  labor  assisted  his  parents,  who  were  peo- 
ple of  exceedingly  modest  means.  About  1835, 
when  seventeen  years  old,  he  determined  to  visit 
the  western  country,  of  which  he  had  heard  so  much, 
and  gained  the  reluctant  consent  of  his  father.  His 
outfit  had  necessarily  to  be  of  the  cheapest  descrip- 
tion, and  the  total  amount  of  money  which  he  could 
raise  to  start  with  was  $3.50.  At  his  request  his 
mother  had  made  him  a  knapsack  and  prepared 
some  provisions  with  which  to  fill  it,  and  after  a 
very  brief  preparation,  he  began  his  journey  in  the 
month  of  May,  on  foot  and  alone,  for  the  wilds  of 
Micliigan  Territory.  The  first  day  he  reached  Buf- 
falo, a  distance  of  thirty-three  miles.  He  stepped 
upon  the  wharf  about  sundown,  and  there  he  met  a 
man  who  was  engaged  as  a  ''  runner  "  for  a  boat, 
and  engaged  deck  passage  to  Detroit  for  12.50.  Af- 
ter the  fares  were  collected  the  surly  captain  came 
around  a  second  time  and  obliged  young  Stockwell 
to  pay  another  half  dollar,  which  left  him  but  fifty 
cents  in  his  purse.  It  is  probable  that  something  in 
the  boy's  demeanor  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
captain,  as  after   the   young  inan   had  breakfasted 
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from  his  knapsack,  he  again  came  around,  and  be- 
ginning to  interview  him,  accused  him  of  running 
away  from  home.  To  this  charge  young  Stockwell 
made  such  an  energetic  reply  that  the  man  was  con- 
vinced he  was  telling  him  the  truth  and  became 
quite  friendly.  He  advised  him  to  get  off  at  To- 
ledo instead  of  going  to  Detroit,  as  it  would  save 
him  a  good  many  miles  in  his  journey  to  Adrian. 
Our  traveler,  taking  his  advice,  about  midnight 
found  himself  in  that  rising\young  town,  which  bore 
little  resemblance  to  its  present  condition.  He  en- 
gaged lodging  at  a  "  tavern, "  sleeping  on  the  floor, 
with  the  luxury  of  a  carpet  under  him,  in  company 
with  about  twenty  men.  After  paying  for  his  lodg- 
ing next  morning  he  had  just  twenty-five  cents  left. 
His  host  cheerfully  assured  him  that  he  could  not 
get  to  Adrian  on  account  of  the  sw^amps,  but  young 
Stockwell  replied  that  "•  he  should  get  there."  One 
said  "You  can't,"  and  the  other  said  '•  I  can  and  I 
will."  The  man,  turning  to  bystanders,  remarked 
''  He  is  a  gritty  little  cuss,  isn't  he?  "  and  with  this 
remark  to  cheer  him  on,  the  traveler  started  out  in 
the  midst  of  a  furious  rainstorm  for  Adrian. 

The  knapsack  and  provisions  which  the  careful 
mother  of  our  hero  had  prepared  with  many  tears 
and  misgivings,  were  soaked  with  rain,  and  after 
marching  about  eight  miles  he  then  threw  the  food 
away,  as  it  had  become  offensive;  had  she  then 
known  the  condition  of  her  boy,  her  grief  would 
have  been  tenfold.  The  son,  however,  trudged  on, 
happy  in  the  thought  that  his  mother  was  spared 
this  knowledge,  and  in  due  time  encountered  the 
swamp  of  which  his  friend  at  the  "  tavern  "  had 
warned  him.  He  waded  in,  however,  up  to  his 
waist  in  many  places,  but  always  managed  to  keep 
his  head  above  water,  and  at  sunset  of  that  day 
proudly  marched  into  the  hamlet  of  Adrian. 

Mr.  Stockwell  here  found  a  public  place  of  enter- 
tainment, conducted  by  the  well-known  Isaac 
French,  where  he  remained  over  night,  paying  twelve 
cents  for  his  lodging ;  his  supper  consisted  of  crack- 
ers and  dried  venison,  for  which  he  paid  six  cents. 
In  the  morning,  bright  and  early,  he  started  for  the 
home  of  his  uncle,  Moses  Perkins,  who  lived  upon 
the  place  which  now  belongs  to  the  estate  of  Na- 
than Meyer,  and  which,  it  is  needless  to  say,  has  un- 
dergone many  changes  since   that  time,     He  made 


his  home  with  his  uncle  that  summer,  and  worked 
out  by  the  day.  He  had  promised  his  parents  that 
he  would  return  to  New  York  State  inside  of  three 
months,  and  bring  with  him  his  earnings.  He  faith- 
fully kept  his  promise,  and  proudly  presented  his 
father  with  the  |48  he  had  left  after  paying  his  ex- 
penses. 

The  remainder  of  that  year  and  a  part  of  the 
next  Mr.  Stockwell  spent  in  his  native  State,  still 
working  and  handing  over  his  wages  to  his  father, 
so  that  he  could  pay  his  debts  and  they  might  all 
take  up  their  future  abode  in  M  ichigan.  In  the  spring 
of  1837  Martin  returned  to  this  county  and  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  for  his  father  in  Adrian 
Township,  working  out,  as  before,  to  pay  for  it. 
In  the  winter  of  18o8-31)  he  attended  school,  and 
in  the  spring  following,  being  twenty  years  old,  he 
engaged  to  work  seven  months  for  $100.  Of  this 
he  paid  $25  to  his  father  for  his  time  until  he 
should  become  of  age,  and  when  that  auspicious 
day  dawned  upon  him  he  had  $100  of  his  own  be- 
sides. He  continued  to  work  out  by  the  month  at 
whatever  he  could  find  to  do  for  three  more  j^ears, 
and  was  then  married,  and  purchased  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  in  Dover  Township,  which  formed*the 
nucleus  of  his  present  farm.  His  career  from  this 
time  was  one  of  uniform  prosperity,  and  the  day 
soon  came  when  he  felt  richly  rewarded  for  his  toil 
and  sacrifices. 

The  Stockwell  residence  is  considered  one  of  the 
finest  in  Dover  Township.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  that  the  youth  who  had  exhibited  such  de- 
termination and  perseverance  was  recognized  as  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  community,  and  he  was 
soon  called  upon  to  serve  in  the  various  local  of- 
fices. He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  eight  years,  rep- 
resented his  township  in  the  County  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors two  terms,  was  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for 
a  period  of  eight  years,  and  in  1867  was  a  member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention.  Politically,  he 
has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  and  in  re- 
ligion is,  with  his  excellent  wife,  a  Free-Will 
Baptist. 

Probabl}^  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  im- 
portant events  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Stockwell  was  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  Aug.  11,  1841,  his  bride 
being  Miss  Louisa,  daughter   of  Joseph  and  Olive 
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(Burgess)  Baley.  Mrs.  Stockwell  was  born  in  Rom- 
ulus, Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1823,  and  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  father  in  1837.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1793,  and  died  in  Do- 
ver, this  county,  Nov.  4,  1844.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Newburg,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  June, 
1795,  and  died  in  Romulus,  that  State,  Feb.  10, 
1836,  before  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Michi- 
gan. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stockwell  began  life  together 
in  a  little  log  house  on  the  new  farm,  and  in  due 
time  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children.  Their 
eldest  daughter,  Olive,  was  born  July  11,  1842,  and 
became  the  wife  of  Byron  L.  Shaw,  of  Adrian;  Cin- 
derella was  born  Feb.  15,  1844,  married  I.  R.  Gale, 
of  Barnerville,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Dover  Township, 
April  15,  1884;  Agnes  L.  was  born  Feb.  26,  1846, 
and  married  Aaron  VanOstrand,  of  Dover;  Joseph 
B.  was  born  June  5,  1848,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  Dover  Township ;  Zarefa 
was  born  Sept.  20,  1850,  and  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
F.  Pouley,  of  Florida;  Anna  P.  was  born  Oct.  12, 
1852,  is  finely  educated,  and  is  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Alice  M.  was  born 
Nov.  7,  1854,  and  died  Feb.  8,  1864;  Esther  M. 
was  born  Dec.  14,  1858,  and  died  March  26,  1864; 
Elmer  E.  was  born  Oct.  20,  1860,  and  died  Oct.  5, 
1863:  Minnie  E.  was  born  July  14,  1864,  and  M. 
Lcmise,  Jul}^  26,  1866;  these  two  are  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

The  home  farm  includes  290  acres  of  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  which  is  a  beau- 
tiful residence,  erected  in  1856.  In  1869  Mr. 
Stockwell  established  on  his  farm  the  Dover  Center 
Cheese  Factory,  which  he  operated  until  about  1883, 
and  in  which  he  still  has  a  controlling  interest. 

In  the  life  of  Mr.  Stockwell  we  find  an  excellent 
example  for  young  men  embarking  in  the  field  of 
active  life,  and  who  are  necessarily  dependent  upon 
their  own  resources.  There  must  be  infinite  satis- 
faction in  the  reflection  that  he  is  indebted  to  no 
man  for  his  position  socially  and  financially,  except 
that  his  fellow-citizens  have  generousl}^  acknowl- 
edged his  worthy  ambition  to  succeed,  and  en- 
couraged him  by  their  esteem  and  confidence,  which 
is  unquestionably  ample  reward  for  his  exertions 
and  self-denial.  Not  only  has  Mr.  Stockwell  been 
successful  in  the  sense  of  accumulating  wealth,  but 


he  has  proved  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  busi- 
ness and  agricultural  interests  of  Lenawee  (Jounty. 
He  has  strictlj^  observed  that  most  important  ele- 
ment in  the  public  or  business  life  of  any  man, 
namely,  honesty,  being  careful  and  conscientious  in 
his  dealings,  and  his  record  open  at  all  time  to  in- 
spection. He  has  esteemed  himself  happy  in  being 
able  to  give  to  his  children  those  advantages  of 
which  he  himself  was  deprived  in  his  youth,  and  in 
having  been  able  to  smooth  the  pathway  of  his  hon- 
ored parents  as  they  journeyed  down  the  sunset 
hill  of  life.  The  dutiful  son  could  scarcely  have 
become  otherwise  than  the  worthy  member  of  a 
communit}^,  and  as  such  Mr.  Stockwell  stands  sec- 
ond to  no  man  in  this  count}*. 


GEORGE  CONGER.  The  name  that  heads 
this  article  is  one  representing  character  and 
business  standing  of  an  enviable  order.  A 
native  of  New  York,  with  its  best  ideas  of  char- 
acter, integrity,  probity  and  honor,  deeply  implanted 
in  his  organism,  the  principles  that  go  to  make  up 
the  successful  man  find  their  exponent  in  George 
Conger,  of  Clinton  Township. 

Mr.  Conger  resides  on  his  farm  of  138  acres  on 
section  7,  lying  one  mile  from  Clinton.  The  im- 
provements are  good,  as  one  might  expect  when  it 
is  remembered  that  Mr.  Conger  settled  here  in  1861. 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  was  a  home  for  his  parents 
after  they  left  Rutland  County,  that  State,  taking 
their  son  George  along  with  them  at  ten  years  of 
age.  The  birthplace  of  George  was  in  Vermont, 
where  his  father, 'David,  was  also  born,  and  married 
Rachel  Wilber,  who  too  was  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  like  her  husband,  descended 
from  New  England  parents  of  English  ancestry. 
After  the  birth  of  the  eight  children  at  their  home 
in  Vermont,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  became  their  home. 
Although  the  country  was  then  poorly  improved,  it 
was  conducive  to  the  development  of  a  thrifty  and 
enterprising  spirit  in  its  inhabitants,  by  the  conflict 
they  had  with  nature  to  secure  subsistence.  The 
father  and  mother  died  on  the  Erie  County  farm, 
where  the  former  passed  away  in  1823,  at  the  age 
of  forty-five.     His  wife  followed  in  1855,  living  to 
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a  ripe  old  age.  They  were  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  the  father  was  a  Whig 
in  his  political  affiliations.  After  the  death  of  his 
father,  George  continued  to  live  with  his  mother 
until  his  marriage. 

Mr.  Conger  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Eliza  Hoag,  who  was  born  in  York  State,  and  lived 
to  accompany  her  husband  to  his  home  in  Michigan, 
where  she  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  forty -five 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  one  child,  named 
Stephen,  who  married  and  died  in  Teeumseh.  His 
wife  was  Mary  E.  Miser,  of  Franklin  Township,  now 
the  wife  of  Norman  Mattison,  a  farmer  of  Teeumseh 
Township.  Four  children  were  born  to  Stephen — 
George  S.,  Frank  H.,  Ada  E.  and  Noel  E.  George 
S.  married  Anna  Staiger,  of  Clinton,  and  lives  with 
his  grandfather,  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The 
other  three  live  with  their  mother.  While  in  New 
York  State  Mr.  Conger  kept  a  dairy  for  twent} - 
five  years. 

Mr.  Conger's  second  marriage  took  place  in  1864 
in  Clinton  Township,  to  Mrs.  Frances  Mallard, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Richardson.  She  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1820;  her  father  was  an  English- 
man, her  mother  a  French  lady.  They  both  died 
when  Frances  was  a  small  child,  and  it  was  her  mis- 
fortune in  consequence  to  be  reared  by  strangers,  un- 
til her  first  marriage,  by  which  she  had  no  offspring. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Conger  gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic 
party. 


fflOMAS  B.  EDDY,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Dover  Township,  is  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Temperance  (Cooke)  Eddy,  the  former  a  Penn- 
sylvanian  by  birth  and  the  latter  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  Mr.  Eddy 
settled  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  subsequently 
removed  to  Perrinton  Township,  Monroe  County, 
where  Mr.  Eddy  cleared  a  farm  and  lived  on  it 
for  several  years.  He  finally  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty in  Perrinton,  and  removing  to  Pittsford  in 
the  same  county,  he  purchased  another  farm,  on 
which  he  lived  four  or  five  years.     At  the  expiration 
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of  that  time  Mr.  Eddy  concluded  to  sell  out  again 
and  take  up  his  residence  in  Ohio;  he  accordinglj^ 
did  so,  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Milan,  Erie 
County,  where  he  and  his  wife  made  their  home  till 
death.  Mrs.  P]ddy  passed  away  in  1863,  and  Mr. 
ICddy  survived  his  estimable  wife  six  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity,  as  follows :  George  C.  was  a  farmer 
and  died  in  Milan,  Ohio,  of  a  disease  contracted 
during  the  late  war  while  serving  as  a  Corporal  in 
the  184th  Ohio  Infantry ;  Samuel  M.,an  attorney  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Rebel- 
lion under  Capt.  Hitchcock,  who  was  President  of 
Hudson  College;  William  H.  was  a  Sergeant  in 
Company  F,  1 84th  Ohio  Regiment,  and  also  gave 
up  his  life  for  his  country,  dying  at  Arlington 
Heights  in  1865,  of  measles  and  typhoid  fever. 

Thomas  B.  Eddy  was  the  third  child  of  his  par- 
ents, and  his  birth  occurred  in  Perrinton,  Monroe 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  21,  1839.  The  years  of  his  boy- 
hood were  passed  on  a  farm,  where  he  learned  many 
a  lesson  that  has  been  of  practical  benefit  to  him  in 
his  contact  with  the  world  since  he  left  his  parental 
home.  He  was  educated  not  only  in  the  common 
schools,  but  received  an  excellent  mental  training 
from  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  obtained  at 
a  Normal  School.  He  was  thirteen  years  old  when 
he'accompanied  his  parents  to  Milan,  Ohio,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  with  them  until  he  became  a 
man.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  rented  a  farm 
in  Milan,  and  continued  to  reside  there  for  several 
years,  a  part  of  the  time  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  for  two  years  engaged  as  contractor 
on  the  Nickel  Plate  Railway,  which  wa.s  then  known 
as  the  New  York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Railway. 

During  his  residence  in  Milan  Mr.  Eddy  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hathaway,  their  wedding 
occurring  on  the  27th  of  December,  1859.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Prudence  D.  (Craw) 
Hathaway,  the  former  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  the  latter  of  Vermont.  After  marriage  they 
settled  in  Milan,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Hathaway  died ; 
his  widow  now  lives  in  Dover  Township  with  our 
subject.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy ;  Edward,  Joseph 
and  one  unnamed.  Mrs.  Eddy  was  born  in  Milan, 
Ohio,  Feb,  15,  1838,  and  receiving  a  good  educa 
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tion,  engaged  very  successfully  in  teaching  before 
her  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  IMrs.  P^ddy  have  been 
born  eight  children  :  Walter  H.,  Frances  E.,  Deckie 
M.,  Clara  E.,  Alice  S.,  Anna  L.,  Elsie  E.  and  Thomas 
H.  Thomas  H.  and  Frances  E.  are  deceased ;  Wal- 
ter married  Alice  C.  Bartow,  and  lives  in  Rome 
Township,  while  Deckie  is  a  teacher  in  Lenawee 
County. 

In  1883  Mr.  Eddy  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
family,  and  was  engaged  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  a  position  for  which  he  was 
eminently  qualified  by  his  rare  mental  endowments. 
At  the  expiration  of  tvvo  years  he  resigned  that 
office  to  turn  his  attention  once  more  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  bought  140  acres  in  Dover  Township, 
and  since  that  time  has  given  his  entire  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  land.  He  brings  a  clear  and 
well-cultivated  intellect  to  bear  on  all  questions  of 
the  day,  and  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  intelligent 
agricultural  population  of  this  community.  He  and 
his  good  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  do  much  to  uphold  the  cause  of  religion  and 
morality  wherever  they  may  be.  In  politics  Mr. 
Eddy  is  a  stanch  Prohibitionist. 


/p^EORGE  L.  HOXSIE,  proprietor  of  the  Hoi- 
III  loway  Foundry,  is  one   of  the   wide-awake 

^^Sl  '"^^^  enterprising  business  men  of  Lenawee 
County,  prominently  identifying  his  interests  with 
those  of  the  young  town  of  Holloway  since  its  in- 
ception, and,  although  a  young  man,  has  already 
obtained  high  rank  among  the  inventors  of  this 
State. 

Mr.  Hoxsie  is  a  native  of  this  State,  where  he  was 
born  in  Palmyra  Township  May  26^  1855,  and  is  the 
son  of  Ezra  Hoxsie,  who  first  came  to  Palmyra 
Township  from  liis  native  State,  New  York,  in  1  83;). 
He  afterward  left  Palmyra  to  learn  tlie  trade  of  a 
machinist,  in  Adrian  and  Tecumseh,  and  after  he 
had^mastered  every  detail,  he  did  business  in  various 
towns  in  this  county,  a  part  of  the  time  in  partner- 
ship with  his  son  George.  In  1886  he  retired  to 
his  native  State,  where  he  now  resides  in  Mapleton, 
Ca3aiga  County.  Some  time  after  his  coming  to 
Michigan,   he  was   wedded  to  Miss  Susan  Kelley, 


who  came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan  when  quite 
young  from  her  native  State,  New  York,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Holloway,  Oct.  30,  1885,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoxsie  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Albert,  Ellen, 
Eliznbeth  (deceased),  George  L.  and  Vernon. 

Our  subject  early  displayed  that  genius  for  me- 
chanics which  has  resulted  in  the  present  business 
enteiprise.  When  a  lad  of  fourteen  he  began  to 
learn  the  machinist's  trade  under  the  tutelage  of 
his  father,  and  after  he  had  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business,  he  and  his  father  estab- 
lished a  foundry  at  Acme,  Mich.,  whence  after  ten 
years  the}^  removed  to  Blissfield,  where  they  re- 
mained in  business  for  three  years.  In  the  year 
1882  they  came  from  Blissfield  to  Holloway,  and 
Mr.  Hoxsie  bought  his  father's  share  in  the  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  since  conducted  alone.  He  has 
recently  enlarged  his  establishment  to  twice  its 
former  capacity  by  the  erection  of  a  building  50x70 
feet  in  dimensions,  and  is  now  enabled  to  cast  pieces 
weighing  four  tons  if  desired.  His  shops  are  well 
equii)ped  and  he  employs  a  working  force  of  fifteen 
men  most  of  the  time. 

During  these  few  busy  years  Mr.  Hoxsie's  invent- 
ive talent  has  not  lain  dormant,  and,  as  the  result  of 
careful  study,  combined  with  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  principles  governing  mechanics,  he  has 
placed  before  the  world  a  number  of  useful  inven- 
tions upon  which  he  has  secured  patents,  noticeable 
among  which  is  a  miniature  sawmill,  which  he  now 
manufactures,  used  extensively  in  the  manufacture 
of  pickets,  laths,  etc.  He  also  has  an  active  inter- 
est in  other  inventions  besides  his  own. 

Mr.  Hoxsie  was  married  in  Blissfield,  Aug.  31, 
1882,  to  Miss  Alma  Barrett,  a  native  of  Michigan, 
where  she  was  born  in  Blissfield,  Oct.  17,  1853.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Caroline  (Watson) 
Barrett,  natives  of  New  York,  wlio  came  to  this 
State  when  young,  and  were  married  in  Adrian 
July  14,  1851.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  deceased,  namely :  Herbert, 
Seymour  and  Anna;  those  living  are  Alma,  Sey- 
mour (2d)  and  Laura.  The  father  was  instantly 
killed  in  Ohio,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  a  railway  engineer,  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  across 
the  engine  while  it  was  in  motion.     After  his  death 
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Mrs.  Hoxsie  was  carefully  trained  by  her  mother 
and  educated  under  her  supervision;  the  mother 
now  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  H.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hoxsie  has  been  born  one  child,  Glenn,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  months. 

Mr.  Hoxsie's  busy  life  does  not  allow  him  to  take 
an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  yet  his  influence  as 
a  man  of  talent  and  great  business  ability  can  not 
but  be  felt  in  the  place  he  has  chosen  as  his  home 
and  the  seat  of  his  work ;  his  prosperity  means  the 
prosperity  of  the  town.  In  politics  the  Republican 
party  finds  in  him  an  ardent  advocate  by  voice  and 
vote. 

(i^\  TEPHEN  GALEA  WAY  is  a  gentleman  who 
^^^  has  been,  at  tlie  time  of  the  writing  of  this 
]u/_^)  sketch,  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
for  half  a  century,  lacking  only  one  year^ 
and  is  one  of  the  men  who  can  personally  testify  to 
the  progress  made  by  the  section  of  Michigan  in 
which  he  resides.  During  his  long  residence  he  has 
borne  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  opening  and 
developing  the  country,  and  in  establishing  the  in- 
stitutions which  have  supplied  facilities  for  religious 
and  moral  training.  His  first  settlement  in  Raisin 
Township  was  in  1839,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  one  of  the  successful  general  farmers  of  the 
township.  Fie  is  now  holding  the  position  of  Post- 
master at  Raisin  Centre,  and  has  been  an  incum- 
bent of  the  office  since  its  establishment  in  1868. 
His  farm  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  excellent  land, 
all  of  which  is  under  good  cultivation. 

Mr.  Gallaway  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  8,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
Gallaway,  a  native  of  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  on  the  8th  of  April,  1775.  He 
was  the  son  of  Thomas  Gallawaj^  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, a  man  of  considerable  education  and  a  teacher 
by  profession,  who  came  to  the  United  States  after 
his  marriage  and  settled  in  Washington  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  William 
Gallaway,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
chiefly  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
there  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Haxton,  and  his  second  was  Martha  MacCom- 


ber;  they  both  died  in  Washington  County.  The 
third  wife  was  Jemima  Bowerman,  and  by  the  three 
marriages  there  were  fourteen  children  born,  three 
by  the  first,  nine  by  the  second  and  two  by  the  last. 
Our  subject  was  the  youngest  child,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
when  Stephen  was  but  fifteen  months  old,  his 
mother  came  to  Michigan,  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  her  life,  dying  at  the  home  of  our  subject  in 
January,  1856,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
When  Stephen  grew  to  manhood  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  on  the  eighty  acres  of  land  that  had 
been  taken  up  by  his  mother  in  1833. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1846,  Mr.  Gallaway 
was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Hoag,  who  was  born  on 
the  17th  of  December,  1821,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Abner  I.  and  Lucinda  (Barrager)  Hoag,  who 
came  from  New  York  and  settled  in  Lenawee 
County  in  1844,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gallaway  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs. 
Gallaway  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  in 
which  she  stands  very  high.  Mr.  Gallaway  is  a 
Prohibitionist  in  politics,  and  upon  all  proper  oc- 
casions manifests  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
that  party.  He  is  an  estimable  citizen,  and  thor- 
oughly committed  to  all  movements  calculated  to 
further  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

Abner  Gallaway,  one  of  the  sons  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stephen  Gallaway,  is  one  of  the  successful  general 
farmers  of  Raisin  Township.  His  farm,  consisting 
of  ninet3^-five  acres,  is  located  on  section  33,  and  is 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  while  the  im- 
provements are  all  first  class.  He  is  a  native  of 
Raisin  Township,  where  he  was  born  on  the  29th  of 
December,  1 848.  He  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm 
and  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  township.  On  the  9  th  of  February, 
1870,  Mr.  Gallaway  was  married  to  Miss  Emeline, 
a  daughter  of  William  Ash,  who  was  a  native  of 
Lincolnshire,  Englancl,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Lenawee  County.  He  was  married  in  the  county 
to  Miss  Harriet  Houghtby ;  both  are  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Gallaway  was  born  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1850,  in  Raisin  Township,  and  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood on  the  old  Ash  homestead,  receiving  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools,     Mr,  an(l 
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Mrs.  Abner  Gallaway  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren:  Mattie,  who  was  born  Oct.  12,  1875,  and 
Harvey,  June  4,  1886. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Gallaway  is  a  Prohibitionist 
in  politics,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs,  generally  participating  with  much  enthusiasm 
in  the  campaigns  when  the  interests  of  his  party  are 
at  stake.  He  is  a  young  man  of  much  energy  and 
enterprise,  and  whatever  he  engages  in  is  prosecuted 
with  enthusiasm  and  determination.  He  is  one  of 
the  coming  men  of  Lenawee  Count}^  and  the  fu- 
ture evidently  has  much  in  store  for  him. 
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ATHEW  H.  KERR.  This  gentleman  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  bringing  about 
the  prosperity  of  Lenawee  County.  He  has 
a  beautiful  home  and  a  fine  farm  on  section 
4,  Dover  Township,  which  have  become  his  by  sheer 
pluck,  persistent  industry  and  good  judgment. 

Mr.  Kerr's  parents  were  Robert  and  Mary  (Hen- 
ry) Kerr,  natives  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  where 
the  former  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  a  store- 
keejier  during  many  years  of  his  life.  They  re- 
mained life-long  residents  of  their  native  place  and 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  John, 
Mathew  H.,  Robert,  David,  William  J.,  Nancy  and 
Mary. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  child  born  to  his 
parents,  and  first  saw  the  light  in  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  Nov.  18,  1880.  He  lived  in  his  native 
count}^^  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  and  then 
came  to  this  land,  which  has  been  the  Mecca  of  his 
compatriots  for  so  many  years.  He  landed  in  New 
York  City,  and  thence  made  his  way  to  Cincinnati, 
and  on  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to 
New  Orleans,  where  he  obtained  employment  in  a 
commission  warehouse.  At  the  end  of  about  five 
months  he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  whence  he  came 
to  Lenawee  County  in  November,  1850.  He 
worked  on  a  farm  about  two  months  after  his  ar- 
rival, and  then  going  back  to  Cincinnati,  he  re- 
mained a  short  time,  and  in  the  spring  of  1851 
returned  to  Lenawee  County,  where  he  obtained 
work  at  wliatever  his  hands  found  to  do.  He  was 
very  energetic  and  capable,  and  had  but  little  diffi- 
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culty  in  obtaining  employment;  he  was  engaged 
most  of  the  time  in  Adrian  at  the  carpenter's  trade. 
Mr.  Kerr  in  1868  took  ninety-five  men  South,  and 
had  charge  of  them  in  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, building  bridges,  laying  railroad  tracks,  and 
doing  other  carpenter  work  such  as  would  come 
before  them. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1852,  Mr.  Kerr  was  mar- 
ried in  Adrian  to  Miss  Susan  Lang,  who  was  born 
in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  March  25,  1826. 
In  1849  she  came  to  America  with  her  parents,  John 
and  Mary  (Liscoe)  Lang,  who  located  in  Canada, 
and  there  died.  In  the  year  of  his  marriage  Mr. 
Kerr  bought  a  farm  about  two  miles  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Palmyra,  of  which  he  cleared  about  twenty 
acres  and  then  disposed  of  it  at  an  advance.  He 
then  bought  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, which  has  since  been  his  residence,  and  he  has 
paid  exclusive  attention  to  farming  in  its  various 
branches.  He  has  cleared  100  acres  of  his  land, 
and  from  time  to  time  has  increased  the  extent  of 
his  farm,  until  at  one  time  he  owned  a  tract  of  860 
acres  in  Lenawee  Count}^  He  has  since  disposed 
of  some  of  his  land,  but  he  still  owns  240  acres,  which 
may  be  considered  a  model  farm.  In  1888  he  built 
a  fine  brick  house  on  this  place,  and  has  erected 
good  barns  and  other  buildings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerr  are  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  William  J.,  John  R.,  David,  George, 
Mathew  and  Mar}^  E.  William  married  Miss  Tillie 
VanSyckle  and  resides  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.; 
John  married  Miss  Eveline  Clemensen,  and  lives  in 
Dover  Township,  as  also  does  David,  who  married 
Miss  AddieFurman;  George  died  near  Jack  Fish 
Bay,  in  British  America,  while  Mathew  and  Mary 
live  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kerr  well  maintains  the  interests 
of  the  Democratic  part}^  in  this  township.  He  has 
held  the  oflfice  of  Highway  Commissioner  for  man}' 
years,  and  has  also  done  good  service  as  a  mem})er 
of  the  School  Board  in  furthering  the  educational 
advantages  of  the. town.  He  is  a  member  of  Adrian 
Lodge  No.  19,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in  his  religious 
faith  is  a  Presbyterian.  Mrs.  Kerr  is  a  Methodist 
and  is  a  woman  of  great  worth,  while  she  makes 
their  home  pleasant  to  her  family,  and  to  the  large 
circle  of  friends  who  are  often  welcomed  to  their 
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hospitable  board.  Though  Mr.  Kerr  has  become  a 
prosperous  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  still  has 
a  warm  spot  in  his  heart  for  the  land  of  his  birth, 
and  in  1881,  accompanied  by  his  brother  John,  he 
returned  to  the  Emerald  Isle  to  revisit  the  scenes  of 
his  youth. 


OLIVER  ALLEN  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  widely  known  in  Lenawee  Coun- 
ty as  a  shrewd  man  of  business,  whose  industry, 
wise  economy,  and  undoubted  integrity  of  character, 
have  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  those  men 
who  have  won  wealth  by  attention  to  agriculture 
in  its  various  branches.  Mr.  Allen  is  at  present 
living  in  retirement  from  the  active  labors  of  life 
in  his  home,  which  he  shares  with  his  sister  in  Clin- 
ton Township.  He  located  on  this  farm  in  1857, 
which  at  that  time  was  mostly  unimproved,  and  he 
now  has  a  fine  tract  of  111  acres,  nearly  all  of  which 
is  under  tillage.  He  has  also  been  very  successful 
financially,  and  his  success  in  life  is  due  entirely  to 
his  own  unaided  efforts,  directed  by  good  judgment. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Bethany  Township,  Gen- 
esee Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  17,  1817,  and  is  the  son  of 
Israel  Allen,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Connecticut. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  cooper  by  trade,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Massachusetts  and  there 
married  Miss  Margaret  Barker,  a  native  of  that  State. 
They  lived  in  Connecticut  for  some  years  after 
marriage,  and  then  left  their  New  England  home  and 
went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  Mr.  Allen  bought  a 
farm  which  he  partially  improved.  After  the  War 
of  1812  he  disposed  of  his  property  in  Pennsylvania 
and  removed  with  his  family  to  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  pursued  his  trade  for  some  time. 
In  1857  he  came  with  his  wife  and  son  Oliver  to 
Michigan,  and  they  located  on  the  farm  which 
belongs  to  our  subject,  and  here  ended  their  days, 
at  the  ages,  respectively,  of  eighty-seven  and  sev- 
enty-five years.  They  were  people  who  led  honor- 
able and  useful  lives,  and  were  held  in  high  respect 
by  all.  They  were  for  many  years  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr. 
Allen  was  in  politics  a  stanch  adherent  to  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


the  family  of  eight  children  born  to  his  parents.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State  and  con- 
tinued to  live  there  until  1857,  when,  as  before 
stated,  he  became  a  citizen  of  this  State,  and  has 
ever  since  lived  on  the  farm  on  which  he  then  located 
with  his  parents.  He  has  never  married,  but  lives 
with  his  sister  Auorilla,  who,  like  himself,  has  pre- 
ferred a  life  of  single  blessedness.  She  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  has  been  an  enterprising, 
energetic,  hard-working  woman,  possessing  sound 
common  sense,  and  has  amassed  much  wealth. 
Their  only  surviving  brother,  Reuben  Allen,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Leet,  and  is  a  farmer  living  in  Alle- 
gan County,  this  State. 

Mr.  Allen  of  this  sketch  is  Republican  in  politics, 
and  does  much  to  promote  the  interests  of  that 
party  in  his  township.  He  is  valued  as  a  good  cit- 
izen, with  an  honorable  record  of  fair  dealings  with 
his  fellowmen,  and  is  held  in  respect  by  all  in 
the  community  with  whose  interests  his  own  have 
been  identified  for  many  years. 
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y^^  HARLES  M.  TOBIAS  is  actively  engaged  in 
jlf  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Dover  Town- 

^^7  ship.  Mr.  Tobias  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
as  were  also  his  parents,  Moses  and  Jane  (Manning) 
Tobias,  the  former  born  in  Ulster  County  and  the 
latter  in  Dutchess  County.  After  marriage  they  first 
settled  in  Tompkins  County,  whence  they  removed 
to  Ontario  County,  and  in  the  spring  of  1851  they 
left  their  native  State  and  came  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling in  Branch  County.  From  there  they  removed 
to  Calhoun  County,  and  thence  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
where  they  finall}^  settled  in  White  Pigeon,  and 
there  these  good  people  closed  their  earthly  pil- 
grimage. Of  their  union  seven  children  had  been 
born,  two  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Charles  M.  Tobias  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest 
child  of  his  parents,  and  was  born  in  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  5,  1827.  He  was  seven  years 
old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Ontario  County, 
and  there  he  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm,  and  re- 
ceived an  education  in  the  common  schools  of  that 
State.     In  1851  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michi- 
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Oliver  Alien,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  fifth  child  of   1  gan,  and  soon  after  commenced  a  long  course  of 
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employment  in  different  capacities  as  a  railroad 
man.  He  was  thus  employed  in  several  States  to- 
near  ly  twenty  years.  In  1867  he  purchased  103 
acres  of  land  in  Dover  Township,  but  he  still  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  a  railroad  company  nearly 
two  years  longer.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted 
his  attention  entirely  to  the  care  of  his  farm.  He 
now  owns  133  acres  of  valuable  land,  on  which  he 
has  erected  a  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings,  and 
has  every  convenience  for  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  his  work.  He  engages  in  mixed  husbandry, 
giving  much  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock  as 
well  as  to  other  branches  of  agriculture. 

In  all  these  years  of  labor  Mr.  Tobias  has  the  as- 
sistance of  a  prudent,  caretaking  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  married  Feb.  9,  1859.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Angelina  McLouth,  and  she  is  a  native  of  Dover 
Township.  To  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
namely:  Arthur  W.,  Ernest  E.,  Burton  E.  and 
Ella  F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tobias  have  given  their 
children  all  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  from  a 
good  education.  The  sons  have  been  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  Arthur  W.  is  at  present  engaged  with 
a  Boston  firm  as  a  commercial  traveler.  Mr.  Tobias 
is  a  prominent  Democrat  in  his  township. 
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>^^  YLVANUS  KINNEY  looked  upon  the  face 
^^^  of  the  country  in  Michigan  at  a  time  when 
Ijl^^  the  development  of  her  resources  had 
—  scarcely  begun.  Coming  here  in  the  strength 
of  his  youth  and  energy  intent  upon  carving  out 
his  fortune,  he  was  prepared  for  whatever  might 
arise  amid  the  difficulties  of  settlement  in  a  wild 
and  new  region,  from  which  Indians  had  not  long 
departed  and  where  wild  game  was  still  abundant. 
He  is  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  birth  took  place  at  the  homestead  of  his  parents, 
Joel  and  Betsey  (Holmes)  Kinney,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1809. 

Joel  Kinney,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  learned 
the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  early  in  life,  and  after  his 
marriage  migrated  with  his  bride  to  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  latter  became  a  mother, 
and  died  when  her  son  Sylvanus  was  but  two  years 
of  age ;  Mrs.  Kinney  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and 
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came  of  excellent  family.  After  the  death  of  his 
mother  our  subject  was  taken  into  the  home  of  his 
cousin,  at  Richmond,  Ontario  County,  where  he 
remained  probably  eight  years.  He  was  then  bound 
out  to  a  neighboring  farmer,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  working  hard  and 
receiving  little  pay  and  less  kindness.  Upon  reach- 
ing his  majority,  however,  he  received  $100,  and 
started  out  for  himself  as  a  farm  laborer,  which 
occupation  he  followed  singly  until  1835.  He  still 
continued  a  resident  of  Richmond,  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  mentioned  he  married  one  of  his  child- 
hood friends,  Miss  Hannah  Crane,  who  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  but  came  to  New  York  with  her  par- 
ents when  a  young  child. 

Young  Kinney,  not  being  satisfied  with  his  con- 
dition  or  his  prospects  in  the  Empire  State,  joined 
the  caravan  moving  toward  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan, and  upon  reaching  this  county  took  up  his 
abode  on  a  tract  of  160  acres  in  Cambridge  Town- 
ship, where  he  settled  down  in  the  woods  on  section 
35,  and  at  once  commenced  its  improvement.  This 
land  he  occupied  for  a  period  of  thirty-one  years, 
and  in  the  meantime  had  transformed  a  portion  of 
the  wilderness  into  a  valuable  and  productive  farm. 
In  the  course  of  time  he  erected  good  buildings,  and 
viewed  with  satisfaction  the  spectacle  of  the  land 
around  him  being  gradually  developed  and  occupied 
by  a  class  of  thrifty  and  intelligent  people.  Here 
he  was  content  to  live  until  advancing  years  admon- 
ished  him  it  would  be  wise  to  retire  from  active 
labor,  and  accordingly,  selling  his  farm  he  moved  to 
the  city  of  Adrian,  in  1866,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  The  wife  of  his  youth  died  in  April, 
1849,  leaving  six  children,  all  sons,  namely:  John 
C,  now^  a  resident  of  Cambridge;  William  C,  a 
real-estate  dealer  of  Chicago;  Joel  F.,  a  Govern- 
ment claim  agent  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Joshua  P.,  a 
farmer  of  Polk  County,  Mo.;  Julius,  who  died  in 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
S.  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at 
Kansas  City.  Mr.  Kinney  for  his  second  wife  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Crain,  and  two  and  one-half  years 
later  she  also  passed  to  her  long  home;  of  this  union 
there  were  no  children. 

Mr.  Kinney  was  married  the  third  time,  to  Miss 
Abigail  Briggs,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who 
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became  the  mother  of  three  children,  namely:  Ver- 
non, who  is  engaged  in  dairying  in  Milwaukee 
County,  Wis.;  DeWitt,  a  resident  of  North  Spring- 
field, Mo.,  and  Clara  E.,  a  teacher,  who  makes  her 
home  with  her  father.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  at  the  family  residence  in  the  city  of 
Adrian,  Aug.  1,  1867.  The  present  wife  of  our 
subject,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1867,  was  form- 
erly Mrs.  Abbie  (Foote)  Moore,  a  native  of  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  who  for  her  first  husband  mar- 
ried Alonzo  Moore,  of  New  York.  Her  father  was 
Milton  Foote,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  spent 
his  last  years  in  Rome,  Mich.  Of  this  marriage 
there  were  no  children.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lois  Bisco,  spent  her  last  years  in  Adrian 
and  died  in  the  ninety-first  year  of  her  age.  Three 
of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Kinney  served  as  soldiers  in  the 
late  war,  and  Joel  F.  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
received  a  wound  in  the  right  shoulder. 

Mr.  Kinney  is  a  man  who  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  State  and  National  affairs,  and  in  early  life 
identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  Later 
he  wheeled  over  into  the  Republican  ranks,  but  is 
now  an  active  Prohibitionist.  A  history  of  the 
scenes  he  has  witnessed,  the  trials  he  has  passed 
through,  and  the  labors  involved  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  homestead  and  the  successful  cultivation 
of  the  primitive  soil,  would  form  an  interesting  vol- 
ume and  prove  the  correctness  of  the  adage  ''truth 
is  stranger  than  fiction."  He  is  looked  upon  in  his 
community  with  the  peculiar  veneration  and  respect 
accorded  the  old  pioneers,  while  the  personal  char- 
acter of  the  man  has  been  such  as  to  secure  him  the 
unalloyed  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 


/^EORGE  L.  WAITF:,  son  of  one  of  the  early 
III  <^w}  pi^*^^^^^'^  ^^^  Palmyra  Township,  occupies  his 
^^5!  father's  old  homestead  on  section  6,  where 
his  birth  took  place  Sept.  17,  1852.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  he  is  comparatively  a  young  man.  He 
comes  of  a  good  family,  has  received  a  fair  educa- 
tion, and  thus  far  in  life  has  deported  himself  as  a 
conscientious  and  useful  citizen,  an  industrious  and 
skillful  farmer,  and  is  already  established  in  the  good- 
will and  confidence  of  the  people  who  have  watched 


him  from  his  earliest  youth,  and  predicted  that  he 
would  worthily  bear  the  mantle  of  his  honored  sire. 

Henry  Waite,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Rochester,  N.  Y^.,  near  where  he  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  and  afterward  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carriage  and  house  painter.  He  removed  from  the 
F^mpire  State  to  this  county  while  a  young  man, 
and  during  the  earl}^  settlement  of  Palmyra  Town- 
ship. Fie  first  purchased  property  near  the  young 
city  of  Adrian,  where  he  followed  his  trade  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  then  invested  his  surplus  capital 
in  a  tract  of  timber  land  on  section  6,  where  in  due 
time  he  established  a  permanent  home,  which  be- 
came the  abiding-place  of  his  family,  and  where  his 
son  George  L.  at  present  resides.  Mr.  Waite, 
after  the  purchase  of  this  land,  still  continued  at  his 
trade,  hiring  men  to  fell  the  trees  and  prepare  the 
soil  for  cultivation,  and  for  several  years  thereafter 
to  sow  and  harvest  the  crops.  About  1852,  having 
erected  a  good  residence,  he  took  up  his  abode  with 
his  family  on  the  farm,  where  he  spent  his  last 
years,  and  departed  this  life  Dec.  10,  1877.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  had  passed  to  her  long  rest 
twenty  years  before,  and  Henry  Waite  had  married 
the  second  time. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Waite  of  our  sketch  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Adeline  Lusk.  She  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Waite  about  1 850,  while  they  were  residents  of  their 
native  State.  She  is  remembered  as  an  affectionate 
wife  and  mother,  but  passed  away  while  still  a 
young  woman.  Of  her  children,  four  in  number, 
the  eldest  died  in  infancy;  William  A.  is  occupied 
in  farming  in  Eaton  County,  Mich.;  George  L.,  of 
our  sketch,  was  next  to  the  youngest;  Jerome  B.  is 
farming  in  Palmyra  Township. 

Our  subject  passed  his  youth  mostly  on  the  farm, 
pursuing  his  early  studies  in  the  district  school,  and 
afterward  attending  a  graded  school  at  Adrian.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  solely  to  farming,  it  being 
understood  that  he  would  retain  the  homestead. 
To  this  he  brought  a  bride  in  the  early  part  of  1882, 
having  been  married,  January  4  of  that  year,  to 
Miss  Ida  J.  Kayner.  This  lady  was  born  in  Hills- 
dale, Mich.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Phebe  (Haviland)  Kayner.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  are  two  children:  Charles,  who  was 
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born  April  26,  1883,  and  Corinne,  June  9,  1884. 
Mr.  Waite  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket;  and 
takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  moral  and  educa- 
tional welfare  of  the  people  of  his  locality. 

Charles  Kayner,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Waite,  a 
native  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  Aug.  27,  1873,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Raisin  Township,  and  now  owns  a  good  farm  on 
section  29,  comprising  seventy  acres  of  fertile  land, 
supplied  with  good  buildings  and  all  the  other  ap- 
purtenances of  a  modern  homestead.  His  father, 
Dr.  George  Kayner,  a  practicing  physician  of  Niag- 
ara County,  died  when  his  son  Charles  was  but 
eighteen  months  old.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Dorcas  Bowman,  was  subsequently  mar- 
ried to  Jeremiah  Westgate,  of  New  York,  and  they 
afterward  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in  Raisin 
Township,  where  they  secured  a  comfortable  home. 
The  mother  died  about  1851,  and  Mr.  Westgate 
more  than  twenty  years  later,  in  1873.  They  were 
estimable  citizens  and  conscientious  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Of  the  first  marriage  there 
were  born  but  two  children,  Charles,  and  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  Haviland,  who  resides  with  her  husband 
on  a  farm  in  Raisin  Township. 

Mr.  Kayner  remained  with  his  mother  and  was 
reared  mainly  in  Raisin  Township,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  fair  education,  and  became  familiar  with 
farm  pursuits.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Phebe  A.  Haviland, 
who  was  born  in  New  Y^ork  State,  and  came  to  this 
county  with  her  parents  in  her  youth.  She  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  namely:  Chester, 
now  a  farmer  of  Raisin  Township;  Ida  J.;  Edwin, 
who  is  farming  in  Medina  Township ;  and  Bertha 
M.,  who  remains  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  at  her  home  in  Raisin  Township, 
July  21,  1880.  Mr.  Kayner  exercised  much  care 
in  the  training  and  education  of  his  children,  and 
they  now  occupy  a  good  position  among  the  intelli- 
gent members  of  their  community. 

The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Kayner  was  formerly 
Mrs.  Ann  M.  (Brittain)  Kent,  who  was  born  in 
Adrian  Dec.  12,  1843,  where  she  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  Her  parents  were 
A.  W.  and  Harriet  (Crane)  Brittain,  early  settlers 
1^^  of  this  county,  who  died  several  years  ago,     Mr. 
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Brittain  Avas  engaged  in  farnu'ng,  and  nccumulated 
a  good  property.  The  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Kayner  were  named  Jessie  and  Nellie. 
Mr.  K.  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
his  township,  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  three 
terms,  and  officiating  as  Township  Treasurer  and 
Commissioner  of  Highways.  He  is  independent  in 
])olitics. 


<^^> 


Sf,  OHN  W.  DAVIS,  the  Avell-known  florist  and 
horticulturist  of  Adrian,  is  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  where  he  was  born  at 
Amsterdam,  Montgomery  County,  Sept.  5, 
1843.  He  is  the  second  son  and  third  child  of  Ra- 
mus and  Harriet  (Wemple)  Davis,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New  York;  the  father,  John  Parson 
Davis,  having  been  born  on  Long  Island;  the  fa- 
ther was  of  Welsh,  and  the  mother  of  Holland 
descent.  After  marriage  Ramus  Davis  moved  to 
Indiana,  locating  at  Mishavvaka,  near  South  Bend, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  ten 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Onondaga  County,  in  the 
same  State.  In  June,  1863,  he  removed  to  Lena- 
wee County  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Palmyra, 
where  he  died  in  1876.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
enjoying  fair  health  for  one  of  her  age ;  there  are 
three  of  the  children  yet  living. 

John  W.  Davis  was  educated  in  his  native  county^ 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools  first,  and 
afterward  received  an  academical  education.  Af- 
ter he  removed  to  Lenawee  County  he  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years.  He  volunteered  his  services  in  main- 
tenance of  the  Union,  but  was  rejected ;  toward  the 
close  of  the  war,  however,  he  was  drafted  into  the 
army,  and  this  time  was  accepted  and  went  to  the 
front,  serving  only  ten  days  previous  to  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee.  After  that  event  he  was  sent 
home,  and  was  finally  discharged.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Palmyra,  and  engaged  in  work  on  the 
farm  for  a  time,  after  which  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  R.  B.  Davis,  and  engaged  in 
sawing  lumber  in  Adrian.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
his  sawmill  burned  down,  and  he  rebuilt  on  the  same 
lot,  but  afterward  removed  the  mill  to  Riga  Town- 
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ship,  and,  after  operating  it  for  two  years,  he  sold 
his  interest  to  his  brother,  and  for  several  years 
thereafter  he  was  variously  engaged  in  business. 

In  1875  Mr.  Davis  removed  to  his  present  home, 
in  the  northern  part  of  Adrian,  and  began  the  busi- 
ness of  florist  and  horticulturist,  which  he  has  suc- 
cessfully conducted  for  the  past  nine  years.  Upon 
the  little  farm  he  has  erected  witli  his  own  hands 
all  the  principal  buildings,  and  has  otherwise  im- 
proved and  beautified  his  place.  During  the  sum- 
mer months  the  greater  part  of  his  time  is  spent  at 
Sand  Lake,  a  health  resort,  where  he  has  a  neat  cot- 
tage, for  the  benefit  of  his  wife's  health. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1868,  xMr.  Davis  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  F.  Brouwer,  of  New  York 
City,  daughter  of  Jacob  Brouwer,  President  of  the 
yEtna  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York.  She  is 
the  youngest  child  of  her  parents'  family.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davis  have  had  two  children,  both  of  wliom 
are  deceased.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  take 
an  active  interest  in  all  church  matters. 

_^ ^^ -^ 


'LPHEUS  F.  HAAS,  Superintendent  of  the 
(@y^{     Adrian   Water- Works,  is  one  of  the  most 

//fill  skillful  civil  engineers  of  the  West,  possess- 
ing a  thorough  understanding  of  machinery, 
and  eminently  fitted  for  the  duties  of  his  responsi- 
ble position.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
been  born  in  what  is  now  the  village  of  Brooklyn, 
Jackson  County,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1845.  His 
father,  John  Haas,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
the  mother,  formerly  Miss  Sarah  Croman,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  Both  parents  came  to  Michigan 
early  in  life,  and  were  married  in  Washtenaw  County, 
where  they  settled  and  resided  about  ten  years. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Jackson  County,  of  which 
they  were  residents  six  3'ears. 

In  1851  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Len- 
awee County,  and  located  near  the  city  of  Hudson, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  in  the  following 
year.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  John  Haas 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  located  at  Fremont, 
Neb.,  in   1869,  where   he  continued  until  his  death 


in  the  spring  of  1888.  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  the  fourth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  received  his  early  education  at 
Hudson,  Lenawee  County,  where  he  remained  until 
reaching  manhood.  In  the  meantime  he  had  spent 
three  years  on  the  farm,  and  one  year  he  was  em- 
ployed at  the  carpenter  trade.  The  Civil  War  had 
now  been  in  progress  some  time,  and  as  there 
seemed  little  prospect  of  an  immediate  cessation  of 
hostilities,  young  Haas,  in  November,  1864,  en- 
tered the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Company  G-, 
30th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  with  his  comrades  was 
assigned  to  the  military  department  of  the  Muster- 
ing and  Disbursing  District  of  the  Lakes,  where  he 
officiated  as  clerk  in  the  Paymaster's  office  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  After  being  mustered  out  he  re- 
turned to  Hudson  and  engaged  as  clerk  in  his 
father's  store  for  a  period  of  three  years.  In  the 
early  part  of  1871  he  engaged  as  a  workman  in  a 
sash  and  blind  factory  in  Hudson,  and  later  in  that 
year  migrated  to  Adrian  and  was  given  a  position 
in  the  car  works,  which  he  retained  until  the  shop 
were  closed. 

Mr.  Haas,  in  1880,  being  now  experienced  in 
machinery,  returned  to  Adrian  and  assumed  charge 
of  the  wood -working  machine  department  of  the 
Peninsula  Car  Works,  which  position  he  held  until 
the  removal  of  the  shops  to  Detroit.  The  year  fol- 
lowing he  was  variously  occupied,  and  in  1885  was 
appointed  to  his  present  position.  The  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  this  he  has  discharged  with 
credit,  and  has  distinguished  himself  as  being  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place. 

While  a  resident  of  Hudson,  Mr.  Haas  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Tolchard,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Oct.  15, 
1868.  Mrs.  Haas  is  of  English  ancestry,  and  is  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  where  she  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Geneva,  in  1848.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  is  one  child  only,  a  son,  Louis  T., 
who  was  born  in  Adrian  in  1 873,  and  is  now  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haas  took  up  their  residence  in 
Hudson,  and  settled  permanently  in  Adrian  in  1880. 
Our  subject  has  since  been  largely  identified  with 
local  affairs,  and  served  the  First  Ward  of  the  city 
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of  Adrian  in  the  Connty  Board  of  Supervisors  three 
terms.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Adrian  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  G.  A.  R., 
being  a  member  of  Woodbury  Post  No.  45.  He  has  a 
fair  amount  of  good  property,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  representative  men  of  the  community. 


-.^V- 
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II.  SCHREDER.  Prominent  among  the  worthy 
and  intelligent  citizens  of  Clinton  Township  is 
_  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  His  farm,  consisting  of  160  acres  on 
section  10,  and  forty  acres  on  section  11,  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  county,  and  here  Mr.  Schreder  has 
been  successfully  engaged  many  years.  In  April, 
1887,  he  lost  his  large  and  valuable  barn  by  an  in- 
cendiary fire,  the  loss  sustained  being  about  $3,000, 
but  he  has  since  replaced  it  by  a  fine  building,  very 
commodious  and  conveniently  arranged.  The 
house  and  the  barn  are  situated  on  an  elevation, 
commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  the  surrounding 
country,  and  in  turn  presenting  a  fine  appearance 
as  seen  from  some  distant  point. 

Mr.  Schreder  settled  here  in  1856,  purchasing  first 
eighty  acres  of  mostly  unbroken  timber  land,  and 
making  his  home  in  a  small  shell  of  a  house.  He 
afterward  added  120  acres  of  partially  improved 
land,  and  now  has  it  all  w^ell  improved  and  in  a 
highly  productive  state.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
the  township  of  Moreland,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa., 
Dec.  5,  1819,  and  was  the  second  child  and  oldest 
son  of  his  parents.  His  early  life  was  passed  in  at- 
tendance at  school  and  in  the  labors  of  the  farm, 
which  were  not  then  lightened  by  the  machinery 
used  by  the  modern  farmer. 

John  F.  Schreder,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  in  early 
life  a  miller,  and  when  a  young  man  he  went  to 
Pennsylvania  and  was  there  married  to  Susan  Wam- 
bold,  who  was  of  Dutch  parentage.  After  the 
birth  of  four  children  they  came  across  the  country 
with  teams  to  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Schreder  entered 
Government  land  in  Ridgeway  Township  in  June, 
1831.  He  then  resumed  his  employment  of  miller, 
in  which  he  engaged  for  some  time  in  Tecumseh, 
managing  the  first  mill  that  was  ever  built  in  the 
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county,  on  the  banks  of  the  Raisin  River.  He 
afterward  commenced  the  improvement  of  his  land, 
and  made  his  home  on  it  until  four  years  before 
his  death,  which  time  he  spent  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Arner,  at  Ridgeway.  His  useful  life  was  pro- 
longed much  beyond  the  usual  number  of  years 
that  generally  fall  to  man,  his  death  occurring  Nov. 
26,  1882,  at  the  age  of  nearly  ninety-five  years.  In 
his  day  he  was  a  strong  Democrat.  His  wife  died 
May  24,  1842,  on  the  farm  in  Ridgeway  Township. 

I.  H.  Schreder  was  first  married  in  Tecumseh  to 
Ansah  Florence,  who  was  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  came  to  the  State  of  Michigan  when 
a  small  child.  She  died  at  their  home  in  Raisin 
Township  two  years  after  her  marriage ;  she  was  a 
kind,  true-hearted  woman,  and  left  a  pleasant  mem- 
ory in  the  hearts  of  her  friends.  Mr.  Schreder's 
second  marriage,  which  took  place  in  what  is  now 
Clinton  Township  on  the  4th  of  July,  1841,  was 
with  Miss  Margaret  Gillespie,  a  native  of  Sparta, 
Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  her  birth  occurred 
March  22,  1820.  She  is  the  eldest  of  the  six  chil- 
dren born  to  her  parents,  Richard  B.  and  Clarinda 
(Roberts)  Gillespie.  (See  sketch  of  R.  B.  Gillespie). 
Her  father  came  to  the  United  States  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a 
small  child,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  the  township 
of  Sparta,  N.  Y.  Here  he  married  for  his  second 
wife  Clarinda  Roberts,  and  after  the  birth  of  two 
children  they  came  to  Michigan  and  took  up  land 
in  the  woods  on  section  15,  in  what  is  now  Clinton 
Township.  They  built  a  log  cabin  with  a  stick 
chimney  and  remained  in  this  home  until  death. 
Like  all  pioneers  they  used  the  ox-team  to  break 
their  land,  and  to  convey  them  to  church  and  all 
social  gatherings.  They  were  well  known  and 
loved  for  their  kind  hearts  and  genial  hospitality. 

Mrs.  Schreder,  of  this  sketch,  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  is  a  sensible,  capable  woman, 
who  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  her  husband  in 
his  hard  labors  to  build  up  and  beautify  their  home. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom 
the  following  is  the  record  :  Eliza  M.  died  in  infancy ; 
Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  Casper  Cook,  a  farmer  of 
Milan  Township,  Monroe  County:  John  F.  mar- 
ried Jennie  Stephenson,  and  manages  a  large  farm 
in  Clinton  Township;  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Dwight  A. 
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Goodrich,  of  Mendon,  St.  Joseph  County,  where 
he  is  employed  as  a  carpenter;  Willis  G.  married 
Melvina  Patterson,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Clinton 
Township;  Emma  J.  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  M.  Wal- 
dron;  R.  Grant,  the  youngest  child,  is  still  at  home 
with  his  parents.  The  last  two  children  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schreder  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Tecumseh. 

Mr.  Schreder  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  has 
been  Highway  Commissioner  for  his  township,  and 
has  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  public  in  that 
capacity.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 


S-^E» 


ON.  MINER  T.  COLE,  who  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  this  section  of  country 
as  a  fine  representative  of  its  intelligence 
and  energy,  and  who  is  numbered  among  its 
self-made  men,  forms  the  subject  of  an  interesting 
history  which  in  its  main  points  is  as  follows.  He 
was  born  in  Spencer  Township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio, 
July  3,  1839,  and  comes  of  an  excellent  family. 
His  father  was  Aaron  H.  Cole,  a  native  of  the  town 
of  Covert,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took 
place  Feb.  26,  1813. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Daniel  Cole  by 
name,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  cleared 
a  farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  JHis 
life  companion  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Sarah  Hop- 
kins, who  bravely  endured  the  vicissitudes  of  life  in 
a  new  country  and  passed  away  on  the  old  home- 
stead some  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
Their  son,  Aaron  H.,  continued  a  resident  of  his 
native  county,  and  early  in  life  developed  a  love 
for  book  learning,  which  he  turned  to  such  good 
account  that  he  commenced  teaching  while  quite 
young.  He  made  a  trip  to  the  West  before  his 
marriage,  and  taught  school  in  Ohio  and  Indiana. 
At  the  close  of  his  last  term  in  the  latter  State  he 
purchased  a  horse  upon  which  he  rode  back  to  New 
York,  to  fulfill  a  pledge  which  he  had  made  to  a 
young  lady  there  before  journeying  to  the  West. 
This  pleasant  task  accomplished  he,  a  few  months 
later,  in  June,  1835,  in  company  with  his  bride, 
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started  for  Ohio  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Spencer 
Township.  He  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land, 
where  he  put  up  a  log  cabin  which  remained  the 
home  of  the  family  several  j^ears  and  in  which  our 
subject  was  born. 

Aaron  Cole,  after  years  of  persistent  industry, 
found  himself  the  possessor  of  a  fine  farm  of  200 
acres,  which  he  had  cleared  from  the  wilderness,  and 
upon  which  he  had  put  up  the  first  frame  barn  in 
ths  township  and  the  third  frame  house;  the  lumber 
for  these  was  sawed  by  hand  with  a  whip-saw.  The 
father  of  our  subject  occupied  this  property  until 
1849,  when  he  rented  his  land  and  removed  to 
Maumee  City,  where  his  children  could  receive  bet- 
ter educational  advantages.  This  object  being  ac- 
complished he  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  lived 
until  1856,  and  then  renting  it  again  he  came  to 
Genesee  County,  this  State,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead. In  1866  he  once  more  abandoned  country 
life,  and  removing  to  Adrian,  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  wedge  trace  buckle,  of  which  he  was 
the  inventor.  There  he  remained  the  balance  of 
his  life,  his  death  taking  place  Oct.  27,  1867.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Lydia  Rappleye.  She  was  born  in  Covert,  Seneca 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  18,  1817,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Barbara  (Swick)  Rappleye,  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  where  they  spent  their  youth  and  child- 
hood, and  where  their  marriage  took  place.  Thence 
they  removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  during  its 
early  settlement,  where  Mr.  R.  cleared  a  farm  and 
both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
The  parental  household  included  six  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Harriet  C.  married  Rev.  H.  B.  Taft,  and 
died  at  Salem,  Washtenaw  County,  in  1868;  Will- 
iam R.  is  a  resident  of  Dallas,  Tex. ;  Miner  T.,  of 
our  sketch,  was  the. third  child;  Adoniram  J.  died 
in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  when  seventeen  years  of 
age;  Frank  M.  and  Ralph  T.  are  residents  of  Mo- 
bee  tie,  Tex.,  while  George  I.  is  engaged  in  a  tele- 
graph office  at  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  son  and  third  child 
of  his  parents,  and  spent  his  childhood  and  youth 
amid  the  quiet  scenes  of  farm  life,  attending  the 
district  school.  After  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Maumee  City,  he  pursued  his  studies  there  and  sub- 
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sequently  at  Kalamazoo  College.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  1861,  and  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  late  Rebellion  enlisted  on  the  26th  of  August 
of  that  year  in  Company  F,  14th  Ohio  Infantry, 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Steadman.  He  served 
as  a  Union  soldier  four  years  and  three  months,  and 
was  in  many  of  the  important  battles  of  the  war, 
including  Chickaraauga,  Mission  Ridge  and  Jones- 
boro,  and  was  in  the  streets  of  Atlanta  while  the 
city  was  burning.  After  it  was  taken  possession  of 
by  the  Union  troops  he  Avas  placed  in  charge  of  a 
squad  of  foragers  and  started  on  the  memorable 
campaign  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  Cole  marched  with  Sherman's  command 
through  South  Carolina  to  Goldsboro,  where  he  was 
commissioned  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  D, 
22d  U.  S.  C.  T.,  joining  his  command  at  Peters- 
burg. He  participated  with  his  regiment  in  the 
memorial  services  after  tlie  death  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  they  were  afterward  detailed  to  go  to 
Maryland  in  search  of  the  assassin  Booth.  Subse- 
quently, the  war  being  now  practically  ended,  they 
set  out  for  Washington,  where  they  were  present  at 
the  grand  review.  They  were  then  ordered  to 
Texas  where  they  remained  until  October,  and  then 
returned  East  as  far  as  Philadelphia,  where  they 
were  mustered  out  in  November,  1865.  Lieut. 
Cole  returned  home  and  the  following  spring  en- 
gaged in  business  with  his  father  at  Adrian  and  con- 
tinued two  years.  He  then  purchased  thirty-seven 
and  one-half  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  17, 
Palmyra  Township,  which  he  settled  upon  in  April, 
and  commenced  the  pleasant  routine  of  farm  life. 
He  subsequently  added  to  his  first  purchase  until 
now  he  has  a  farm  of  140  acres,  the  most  of  which 
has  been  cleared  and  brought  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  This  has  been  no  light  task,  as  in  order 
to  thoroughly  drain  the  land,  it  has  been  underlaid 
with  2,000  rods  of  tiling.  Mr.  Cole  has  added  im- 
provements as  time  pased  and  his  means  justified, 
and  now  the  passing  traveler  views  with  admiring 
eye  the  handsome  frame  buildings  which  are  both 
shapely  and  substantial.  There  is  a  goodly  assort- 
ment of  live  stock  and  the  machinery  is  after  the 
most  approved  pattern. 

Mr.  Cole,  after  serving  in  various  prominent 
positions  in  his  township,  was  elected  to  represent 
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his  county  in  the  State  Legislature  in  the  fall  of 
1886,  with  which  body  he  is  still  connected.  He 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket  and  uniformly 
gives  his  support  to  the  principles  of  his  party. 
His  influence  in  the  General  Assembly  is  sensibly 
felt,  and  he  gives  his  conscientious  support  to  those 
measures  which  he  believes  will  tend  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  his  State.  He  is  quiet 
and  unobtrusive  in  his  public  career,  as  well  as  at 
home  among  his  friends,  but  keeps  close  to  the 
undercurrent  of  uprightness  and  morality,  the 
influence  of  which,  although  perhaps  not  largely  ap- 
parent at  the  time,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  weight  in 
the  social  and  political  circles  which  are  largely 
made  up  of  the  intelligence  of  the  present  day. 

The  lady  who  has  been  the  faithful  friend  and 
companion  of  our  subject  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
was  formerl}^  Miss  Mary  J.  Taylor,  and  became  his 
wife  on  the  30th  of  May,  1867.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  four  children,  all  living,  namely  : 
Hattie,  Harley  L.,  Florence  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Cole 
is  an  amiable  and  intelligent  lady  and  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Adrian.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Cole  were  William  and  Mary  (Cor- 
son) Taylor.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Lycoming 
County,  Pa.,  and  the  son  of  Robert  Taylor,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Lycoming  County,  where  he 
improved  a  farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

William  Taylor  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  married,  and  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1835,  locating  near  Spencer,  Lucas  County. 
The  entire  journey  from  Pennsylvania  was  made 
overland  with  a  horse  and  wagon.  The  country 
was  then  thinly  settled  and  there  was  not  even  a 
common  highway  laid  out,  so  that  they  were  guided 
on  a  part  of  their  journey  merely  by  an  Indian  trail. 
Upon  their  arrival  in  Spencer  Township,  they  found 
but  two  families.  Mr.  Taylor  purchased  a  tract  of 
Government  land  and  put  up  a  log  cabin,  which  he 
furnished  with  home-made  chairs,  bedstead  and 
table*  In  this  humble  dwelling  with  its  lowly  sur- 
roundings Mrs.  Cole  was  born,  Sept.  14,  1842,  and 
she  still  remembers  the  rigid  economy  her  parents 
practiced  and  the  industry  with  which  they  labored 
to  build  up  a  home  for  their  children.     Their  efforts 
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in  this  direction  met  with  success.  Mr.  Taylor  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  a  large  farm,  upon  which  he 
erected  good  buildings,  and  lived  to  see  the  country 
around  him  settled  up  with  an  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising people.  There  he  passed  his  Jiast  days  in 
ease  and  comfort,  his  death  taking  place  on  the  18th 
of  November,  1884,  in  the  city  of  Toledo;  the 
mother  had  died  Dec.  29,  1882. 


i= 


^^^EORGrE  W.  ALLEN,  a  general  farmer  whose 
//[  home  is  on  section  14,  Franklin  Township, 

^^K  was  born  on  his  father's  homestead  in  that 
township,  Nov.  20,  1840.  Here  he  remained  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  when  he  set  out  on  his  own 
account  a  little  later  and  purchased  forty  acres  of 
improved  land,  which  he  has  made  his  home  ever 
since.  He  now  owns  170  acres  of  well-improved 
land  on  sections  14  and  15  of  this  township. 

December  23,  1870,  Mr.  Allen  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Cynthia  McClure,  who  was 
born  in  London,  Canada,  July  6,  1854.  When  a 
small  child  her  parents  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  for  some  time  in  Gratiot  County,  this  State, 
where  the  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Fannie 
Canburr,  died.  After  spending  some  time  there  the 
father  and  children  came  to  Branch  County.  The 
father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  but  gave  up  his 
occupation  for  that  of  a  farmer,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty -three  years.  From  childhood  Mrs.  Allen 
earned  her  own  livelihood  principally.  She  is  the 
mother  of  four  children — Irena  F.,  Leon  R.,  Nina 
A.  and  Earle  R..  Since  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen  have  always  lived  at  their  present  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  also  George  W.  Allen, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  came  to  Michigan 
when  a  young  man,  in  1832.  He  afterward  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  Government  land  on  section 
14,  which  he  improved  and  made  his  home  until  his 
decease  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  In 
1834  he  was  married  in  this  township  to  Miss  Irena 
Whelan,  who  was  born  in  1811  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  came  here  with  her  people  in  the  early 
part  of  the  thirties.  Her  death  occurred  at  the  age 
of  fifty-six,  in  1867.  Mr.  Whelan  was  Republican 
'^  


in  politics.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  intelligent  and 
estimable  people,  and  their  united  efforts  in  life 
have  been  crowned  with  a  large  measure  of  success. 

t)HERON  L.  BURR  located  upon  his  present 
farm  in  Adrian  Township  twenty-two  years 
ago,  and  has  effected  most  of  the  improve- 
ments which  are  seen  there  to-day.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman still  in  his  prime,  having  been  born  Feb.  11, 
1840,  and  is  a  native  of  Palmyra  Township,  this 
county.  The  family  is  of  English  descent,  and 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  Allen  Burr,  whose  father. 
Linden,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island.  The  first 
representatives  of  the  family  in  this  country  were 
three  brothers,  who  came  over  from  England  during 
the  Colonial  days  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island, 
where  they  followed  farming.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a  teamster  in  early  life, 
but  died  upon  a  farm  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  He  had  married 
a  Miss  Allen,  who  was  a  distant  relative  of  the 
famous  Gen.  Ethan  Allen.  Grandmother  Burr 
died  in  Wayne  County  several  years  before  the  de- 
cease of  her  husband. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Browns- 
ville, Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  22,  1810,  and  lived 
there  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  was  crippled 
by  an  accident  while  a  boy,  and  learned  the  harness 
trade  and  also  studied  medicine.  He  preferred 
farm  life,  however,  and  when  twenty-one  years  old 
came  to  Michigan  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land, 
upon  which  he  located  in  the  fall  of  1832.  Then 
returning  to  his  native  State  he  was  married,  and  at 
once  set  out  with  his  bride  for  their  new  home  in 
the  West.  They  located  on  his  land  in  Palmyra 
Township,  but  their  plans  in  life  were  suddenly  cut 
short  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Burr,  who  was  fatally 
injured  by  a  sawlog  rolling  on  him.  He  lived  only 
twenty -four  hours  after  the  accident,  breathing  his 
last  on  the  17th  of  February,  1850.  He  was  an 
old-line  Whig  politically,  and  a  man  of  much  force 
of  character,  who  would  have  made  his  mark  in 
life  had  he  been  permitted  to  live. 

The  first  wife  of  Allen  Burr  was  Miss  Phena 
At  well,  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  she  died  two 
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years  after  coming  to  Michigan  in  1834,  leaving  one 
child,  a  son,  Caleb,  who  survived  his  mother  only 
two  years,  dying  in  September,  1836.  Mr.  Burr 
subsequently  married  Miss  Eliza  C,  daughter  of 
William  Parker,  of  Rhode  Island.  Of  this  union 
there  were  six  children,  of  whom  Theron  L.,  our 
subject,  was  the  second  son  and  second  child;  Ben- 
jamin F.  died  Feb.  18,  1841,  when  not  quite  three 
years  old;  Charles  A.  is  carrying  on  the  dairy 
business  in  Missouri;  Rena  E.  is  also  a  resident  of 
Missouri,  and  the  wife  of  Marvin  Saxton;  Orlando, 
during  the  late  war,  enlisted  in  the  20th  Michigan 
Infantr}^  and  after  being  in  a  number  of  hard- 
fought  battles  was  captured  by  the  rebels  and  con- 
fined in  Libby  Prison ;  after  being  paroled  a  year 
later  he  died  on  his  way  home.  Charles  served  in 
the  26th  Michigan  Infantry  three  years,  being 
mostly  assigned  to  guard  duty.  He  is  now  in 
Neosho,  Mo.;  Betsy  is  the  wife  of  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Newton  County,  Mo. 

With  the  exception  of  five  years  spent  upon  the 
farm  with  his  uncle  our  subject  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage.  This  most  important 
and  interesting  event  in  his  life  took  place  on  the 
11th  of  February,  1864,  his  chosen  bride  being  Miss 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Cornelius  Wilson,  of  New 
York  State.  Mrs.  Burr  was  born  Feb.  13,  1839, 
and  came  West  with  her  uncle  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burr  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children:  Allen  A.  V.  was  born  in 
February,  1865,  and  is  now  clerking  in  Nebraska; 
Mattie  L.  was  born  May  11,  1866,  and  is  teaching 
in  Hudson,  Mich.;  Anna  E.  was  born  Sept.  6, 
1868;  Homer  O.,  Oct.  3,  1869;  Charles  E.,  Oct.  12, 
1872;  Delphine,  Oct.  11,  1875,  and  Ada  A.,  May 
13,  1879;  these  five  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Burr  is  a  Republican  politically,  but  has  little 
to  do  with  public  affairs,  preferring  to  give  his  at- 
tention to  his  farming  interests.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burr  are  members  of  the  Conffref^ational  Church. 
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^  OHN  MORTON,  over  whose  head  have  passed 
the  snows  of  eighty -five  winters,  has  for  the 
last  fifty  years  been  a  familiar  figure  among 

, ,      the  honored    pioneers  of  this  county.     He 

has  done  his  part  in  life  as  an  industrious  man  and 
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a  good  citizen,  and  is  passing  his  declining  years  in 
ease  and  comfort  at  a  pleasant  home  in  Adrian. 
The  essential  points  in  a  history  more  than  usually 
interesting  are  as  follows : 

Mr.  Morton  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  29,  1802.  His  father,  also  John  Morton,  was 
a  native  of  Vermont,  where  he  was  born  April  7, 
1777,  and  removed  from  the  Green  Mountain  State 
to  New  York,  putting  up  the  first  saw  and  grist 
mills  in  Oswego  County.  He  also  became  an  exten- 
sive land-owner  in  that  section,  where  he  lived  for  a 
period  of  thirty  years;  then,  in  1832,  disposing  of 
all  his  property  in  the  Empire  State  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  in 
Cambridge  Township,  this  county.  He  was  the  first 
to  cultivate  the  soil  of  his  new  purchase,  upon  which 
there  was  only  a  small  shanty  for  the  shelter  of  his 
family.  He  was  a  man  of  determination  and  per- 
severance, however,  and  in  due  time  built  up  a  com- 
fortable home,  and  died  there  when  sixty-seven 
years  of  age,  leaving  a  wife  and  seven  children.  He 
had  married  in  early  manhood,  and  while  a  resident 
of  his  native  State,  Miss  P^unice  Aldrich,  whose 
parents  removed  from  Canada  to  New  York  State 
and  there  spent  their  last  years.  Mrs.  Morton  came 
to  the  West  with  her  husband  and  survived  him  sev- 
eral years,  dying  at  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  Of  the  parental  family  two  are 
now  living,  residents  of  Adrian,  and  Pittsford,  Hills- 
dale County. 

John  Morton,  Jr.,  continued  under  the  home  roof 
until  twenty -three  years  of  age,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  came  with  the  family 
to  this  State  and  located  upon  a  tract  of  land  near 
his  father,  which  he  sold  a  year  later  at  a  profit  of 
$1,000.  He  possessed  in  a  marked  degree  the  en- 
ergy and  enterprise  of  his  sire,  and  put  up  the  first 
sawmill  in  Adrian  Township.  He  operated  his 
farm  and  the  mill  a  few  years,  then  sold  out  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  the  homestead,  which  he 
assisted  his  father  in  managing  until  the  death  of  the 
latter.  In  the  meantime  father  and  son  had  pur- 
chased together  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  our  sub- 
ject bought  out  the  heirs  and  located  upon  the  farm 
of  160  acres,  which  he  occupied  nearly  thirty  years. 
About  1874  he  sold  off  everything,  determined  to 
retire  from  active  labor,  and  secured  possession  of 
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his  present  home  in  Adrian.  He  knows  all  about 
the  hardships  and  difficulties  of  pioneer  life,  and  in 
common  with  the  men  about  him,  who  settled  in  the 
wilderness  fifty  years  ago,  has  watched  with  pride 
and  satisfaction  the  growth  of  his  adopted  State. 

The  lady  who  for  a  period  of  over  sixty  years 
has  been  the  faithful  and  affectionate  companion  of 
our  subject,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Polly  C. 
Davis,  and  was  married  to  John  Morton  July  28, 
1824.  Mrs.  Morton  is  the  daughter  of  Asa  and 
Polly  Davis,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  whence  they 
removed  to  New  York  State  in  1802.  The  father 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated,  and 
also  carried  on  blacksmithing,  and  here  with  his 
estimable  wife  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Mrs.  Morton  is  a  year  younger  than  her  husband, 
having  been  born  Oct.  1 8,  1803.  She  stood  bravely 
by  her  husband  during  the  pioneer  days,  and  bore 
with  him  uncomplainingly  the  hardships  and  trials 
of  fifty  years  ago  when,  in  their  lonely  cabin  on  the 
prairie,  they  labored  and  hoped  for  better  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  have  no  children  of  their  own, 
but  have  performed  the  part  of  parents  to  several 
others  who  are  now  married  and  settled  in  comfort- 
able homes  of  their  own.  Their  adopted  daughter, 
Mrs.  Hester  Fitch,  will  receive  the  property  of  her 
kind  foster-parents  when  they  shall  have  been  taken 
to  "  the  house  not  made  with  hands." 

^1?  ENRY  NICHOLS  is  a  veteran  farmer  of 
^*"  Dover  Township,  who,  by  well-directed  in- 
dustry and  enterprise,  has  become  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  fine  farm  on  sections  9  and  10. 
His^  parents  were  Russel  and  Margaret  (Fraver) 
Nichols,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the 
latter  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  settled  in  Western  New  York,  and  re- 
mained in  that  State  for  some  years.  In  1836  Mr. 
Nichols  came  to  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  tak- 
ing up  a  tract  of  Government  land,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  that  count}'^  in  1845,  and  made 
it  their  home  till  death.  They  had  six  children — 
Palmer,  Mary,  Henry,  Nancy,  Eliza  and  William. 

Our  subject  was  bred  on  a  farm,  and  received  the 
good  common-sense    training    of   a  farmer's   son, 
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early  acquiring  habits  of  activity  and  usefulness. 
Though  such  a  life  may  have  been  a  hard  school, 
yet  we  question  if,  after  all,  a  better  substitute  has 
been  found  for  training  a  hardy,  healthy  lad  to  a 
practical,  energetic  manhood.  In  those  days  school 
privileges  were  exceedingly  limited,  but  our  subject 
made  the  best  of  those  that  fell  to  his  share.  At 
twenty  years  of  age  he  left  his  home  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  and  continued  in  the  em- 
ploy of  others  in  his  native  State  until  the  fall  of 
1840,  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  worked 
about  three  months  in  Washtenaw  County,  and 
then  came  to  Lenawee  County,  where  he  obtained 
employment  of  the  late  Stephen  Allen,  of  Madison 
Township,  remaining  with  him  for  over  a  year.  In 
the  meantime  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Ing- 
ham County,  also  purchasing  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Dover  Township,  this  county.  He  settled 
on  his  land  in  this  township  in  1843,  and  has  ever 
since  made  it  his  home.  His  farm  now  comprises 
130  acres  of  land,  ninety  of  which  is  on  section  9^ 
and  forty  on  section  10.  Nearly  all  of  it  is  under 
cultivation,  and  upon  it  he  has  made  many  substan- 
tial improvements,  carefully  draining,  and  other- 
wise adding  to  its  fertility,  and  erecting  good  farm 
buildings. 

Mr.  Nichols  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  took  place  in  Washtenaw  County,  April 
7,  1842,  with  Miss  Rebecca  Wilson,  who  bore  him 
two  children — Orrin  and  Edwin.  Orrin  died  at  the 
age  of  six  j^ears,  while  Edwin  married  Harriet 
Demming  and  resides  in  Palmyra.  Mr.  Nichols' 
estimable  wife  departed  this  life  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, Oct.  28,  1851,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years 
eight  months  and  three  days. 

Mr.  Nichols'  second  marriage  occurred  in  Dover 
Township  on  the  22d  of  Februarj^,  1852,  with  Miss 
Caroline,  daughter  of  Gardner  and  Catherine  (Ter- 
williger)  Robb,  natives  of  New  York.  After  their 
marriage  they  lived  for  some  years  in  Ontario, 
Wayne  County,  that  State,  and  in  1832  they  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Dover  Township.  Mr. 
Robb  afterward  sold  his  farm  there  and  removed 
to  Clayton,  where  his  death  occurred  May  12, 
1879;  his  wife  is  still  spared  to  her  children.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Mary 
S.,  Caroline  M.,  James  W.,  Catherine  A.,  Polly  A., 
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Julia  G.  and  Jane.  Caroline  was  born  in  Ontario, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  11,  1830,  and  engaging  in 
teaching  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  she  success- 
fully prosecuted  that  vocation  until  her  marriage. 
Her  aptitude  for  teaching  seems  to  have  descended 
to  her  children,  three  of  whom,  Estelle,  William  and 
Ida,  have  been  engaged  in  that  profession. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  the  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols:  Estelle  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Dutcher,  and  lives  in  Dover  Township,  as 
also  does  William  H.,  wiio  married  Frances  Bodine; 
Ida  P.  is  the  wife  of^Charles  Keeber,  and  lives  in 
Palmyra;  Clarence  and  John  live  at  home. 

Mr.  Nichols,  having  so  many  teachers  in  his  own 
family,  is  naturally  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters, and  he  has  held  the  different  official  positions 
of  the  School  Board  of  this  township  very  accepta- 
bly to  his  fellow-townsmen.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  there  is  not  a  more  earnest  and 
consistent  member  of  that  party  in  the  State,  while 
Mrs.  Nichols  and  her  sons  are  Democrats. 

<|l  j^ILLIAM  P.  SILVERS.  The  name  of  this 
\r\jl  late  highly  esteemed  resident  of  Clinton 
^\^  Township  is  familiar  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county  as  one  who  came  here  in  the 
strength  of  his  young  manhood,  and  cast  his  lot 
with  those  who  had  left  their  childhood's  home  to 
seek  their  fortunes  in  the  great  West.  Like  a  large 
majority  of  those  who  located  on  the  northern  line 
of  the  county,  Mr.  Silvers  was  an  emanation  of  the 
Empire  State,  where  he  was  born,  in  Seneca  County, 
Nov.  3,  1832.  He  performed  his  part  creditably  in 
life  as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  and  passed  peacefully 
away  at  his  home  on  the  12th  of  August,  1887. 

Mr.  Silvers  came  to  this  section  of  country  while 
Michigan  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  early  in  life  was 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  econom}^  making 
himself  useful  about  the  homestead,  and  receiving  a 
practical  education  in  the  pioneer  school.  While 
still  a  youth  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  at  an 
early  period  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count, having  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  home 
and  domestic  ties.  He  married  Miss  Charlotte  C. 
Vandemark,  who  was  a  native  of  Phelps  Township, 


Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  born  April  7,  1835.  Mrs. 
Silvers  is  the  only  living  daughter  of  Orson  and 
Jane  G.  (Brooks)  Vandemark,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1845,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  Town- 
ship. The  father  died  in  1872,  and  the  mother  in 
1848.  Mr.  Vandemark  was  a  skillful  farmer,  a 
worthy  man  in  all  respects,  and  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Mrs.  Silvers,  in  common  with  her  brothers  and 
sisters,  received  a  practical  education,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  before  her  marriage.  Her  union 
with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one,  Marcia  J.,  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years,  Jan.  27,  1864.  Altie  E.  is  the  wife  of 
W.  D.  Van  Tuyle,  who  is  connected  with  the  Ex- 
change Bank  at  Clinton ;  William  O.  carries  on  the 
home  farm,  and  Charles  L.  assists  the  last-named 
brother.  Mr.  Silvers  was  a  liberal-minded  and 
public-spirited  gentleman,  warmly  interested  in  the 
affairs  of  his  township,  and  a  life-long  member  of 
the  Democratic  part3\  He  had  held  most  of  the 
local  offices,  and  for  three  years  before  his  decease 
was  a  partner  in  the  Exchange  Bank  at  Clinton. 

John  P.  Silvers,  the  father  of  our   subject,  w^as 
born  in  Sussex,  N.  J.,  April  14,  1803,  and  was  the 
son  of  Benjamin  Silvers,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
who  removed  thence  in   1806,  to  Eayette,  Seneca 
Co.,  N.  Y.,   where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land. 
One  day  in  the  winter  of  1818,  being  in  the  woods 
with  his  team  and  his  horses  floundering  in  the  deep 
snow,  he  went  to  their  heads  to  lead  them  through, 
when  he  was  caught  between  the  end  of  the  tongue 
and  a  tree,  and  instantly  killed.     His  wife,  Johanna, 
died  in  Tyre,  N.  Y.,  in  1829.     Their  son  John    P. 
worked  the  old  farm  in  Seneca  County   until   the 
spring  of  1833,  when  he  sold  out  and  started   for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  with  his  team,  driving  the 
entire  distance  to  this  county,   and  purchased  264 
acres  of  land  in  Clinton  Township.     The  greater 
part  of  this  was  heavy  timber,  about  100  acres  being 
"openings."     That  same  spring  he  set  out  fifty  ap- 
ple trees,    most  of    which  are  now  alive  and    in 
good  bearing  condition.     He  was  remarkably  active 
and  industrious,  and  it  was  a  favorite  remark   of 
his,  that  his   farm  had  ''produced  everything  but  a 
mortgage."     He  had  married,  in  March,  1823,  Miss 
Jeanette  Hooper,  a  maiden  of  his  own  county   in 
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New  York,  and  of  the  eight  children  born  to  them, 
William  P.  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest.  Mrs. 
Jeanette  Silvers  died  in  Clinton  Township,  this 
county,  in  1839,  and  Mr.  S.  was  subsequently  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Marcia  Hurlburt,  of  Saline,  Washtenaw 
County.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, and  this  lady  died  in  Clinton,  in  1856. 
John  P.  Silvers  married  for  his  third  wife  Mrs. 
Sophia  Burroughs,  who  was  the  mother  of  four  sons 
by  her  first  husband.  She  also  was  a  native  of 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Nellie  Huff. 

;ILLrAM  E.  DOTY  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  when  a  child  four  years  of 
age,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  contin- 
uous resident.  He  developed  into  manhood  with 
the  growing  country,  and  has  been  an  interested 
witness  of  the  changes  passing  before  his  eyes  like  a 
panorama,  and  which,  as  he  looks  back  over  a  pe- 
riod of  fifty  years,  seem  very  much  like  a  dream 
of  the  night.  These  years,  however,  have  by  no 
means  been  spent  in  dreaming,  as  he  has  been  one 
of  the  most  industrious  laborers  in  the  building  up 
of  a  homestead  for  himself  and  in  assisting  to  de- 
velop the  resources  of  Southeastern  Michigan.  The 
present  homestead  of  Mr.  Doty,  of  which  the  father 
took  possession  in  1835,  lies  on  section  26,  Raisin 
Township.  The  substantial  points  in  his  family 
history  are  as  follows : 

Alvan  Doty,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  came  of  old  New  En- 
gland stock,  strongly  tinctured  with  Puritanism, 
and  one  generation  after  another  belonging  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  married  in  Durham,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to 
which  place  Alvan  Doty  had  moved  with  his  par- 
ents when  eleven  years  old.  The  mother  was  in 
her  girlhood,  Miss  Malinda  Vergil,  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware County,  and  after  their  marriage,  Nov.  11, 
1807,  they  settled  among  the  rocks  of  the  Catskill 
Mountains,  where  he  accumulated  a  good  property. 
The  father  followed  farming  under  many  difficul- 
ties, and  after  the  birth  of  nine  children,  resolving 
upon  a  change  of  location,  he  set  out  with  his  fam- 


ily  in  1835  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They 
made  the  journey  via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake,  to 
Detroit,  thence  overland  by  teams  to  this  county, 
locating  on  section  26  in  Raisin  Township.  Upon 
this  place  there  was  only  a  log  cabin,  of  which  the 
family  took  possession  and  made  themselves  as 
comfortable  as  possible.  The  father  lived  to  build 
up  a  good  homestead  and  to  note  the  development 
of  the  country  around  him,  rejoicing  in  its  pros- 
perity. He  became  the  owner  of  100  acres  of  land, 
which  he  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
departed  from  the  scenes  of  his  earthly  labors  Dec. 
3,  1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The 
wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband  about  four- 
teen years,  her  death  taking  place  at  the  old  home- 
stead July  20,  1880,  when  she  was  nearly  ninety- 
two  years  old.  They  were  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  in  which  the  father  had  officiated  as 
Deacon  for  many  years.  He  was  a  Republican, 
politically,  and  was  quite  prominent  in  township 
affairs,  serving  as  Treasurer  three  years,  and  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor  for  a  long  period,  when  the  office 
was  abolished. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subjec^t  was  Ben- 
jamin Doty,  and  the  maternal  grandfather,  Asel 
Vergil.  Both  served  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  the  latter  was  seriously  wounded  in 
the  battle  at  Columbia  Heights,  N.  Y. ;  he  was  a 
clothier  by  trade,  and  died  in  New  England. 
Grandfather  Dot}''  removed  to  Greene  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  his  death  took  place  in  Durham  Town- 
ship; both  were  well  stricken  in  years. 

William  E.  Doty  was  born  in  Greene  County,  N. 
Y.,  Dec.  17,  1830,  and  accompanying  his  parents  to 
this  State,  pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  pioneer 
schools  of  Raisin  Township.  He  remained  at  the 
homestead  until  the  decease  of  his  parents,  and  then 
succeeded  to  the  property.  This  comprises  146 
acres  of  choice  and  well-improved  land,  on  which 
are  commodious  and  substantial  buildings,  well 
suited  to  the  purposes  of  the  modern  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Doty  upon  reaching  manhood,  was  married 
to  one  of  the  maidens  of  Raisin  Township,  Miss 
Caroline  M.  Raymond,  who  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  29,  1829,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  her  parents  when  a  child  four  years  of 
age.     They   settled   in  Raisin   Township,  labored 
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after  the  manner  of  pioneers,  and  spent  their  last 
days  upon  the  homestead  which  they  had  built  up 
by  years  of  toil  and  frugality.  Mrs.  Doty  was 
reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  where  she  made  such  progress, 
that  at  the  age  of  fifteen  she  engaged  in  teaching, 
which  she  continued  until  she  was  twenty-six  years 
old.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  were 
born  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  de- 
ceased, namely:  Henry,  Willie  R.  and  Linnie  S. 
Of  the  others,  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  George  G.  Has- 
kell, who  operates  a  planing-mill  in  Ludington; 
Carrie  is  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  parents,  while  Stanley  E.  and 
Eva,  the  youngest,  are  also  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doty  soon  after  their  marriage 
settled  upon  the  old  homestead,  and  have  been  uni- 
formly prosperous  in  their  labors.  They  are  active 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Doty  is  serving  as  Elder,  and  occupy  a  good  posi- 
tion in  their  community.  Mr.  Doty  has  always 
been  a  cheerful  and  liberal  giver  to  religious  and 
educational  institutions,  and  is  a  singer  of  no  mean 
talents,  having  led  the  choir  in  his  church  for  a  pe- 
riod of  twent}^  years. 


ilL^  ON.  BRACKLEY  SHAW.  Among  the  men 
of  note  in  Lenawee  County,  no  name  is 
more  highly  honored  than  that  of  the  Hon. 
\f^  Brackley  Shaw.  He  comes  of  good  English 
ancestry,  who,  at  some  early  period  in  the  Colonial 
history  of  this  country,  settled  in  Massachusetts. 
His  parents  were  Brackley  and  Lydia  (Pool)  Shaw, 
natives  of  Abington,  Plymouth  Co.,  Mass.,  where 
the  birth  of  the  father  occurred  in  April,  1790,  and 
that  of  the  mother  April  20,  1791.  They  closed 
their  earthly  lives  in  Dover  Township.  Mr.  Shaw 
(lied  on  the  2d  of  May,  1869,  and  in  his  death  Len- 
awee County  lost  a  valuable  and  venerated  citizen. 
Mrs.  Shaw  survived  the  death  of  her  husband,  and 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years  on  the 
23d  of  May,  1881. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  eight 
children,  namely:  Lydia  L.,  Brackley,  Harriet  A., 
Horatio  W.,  Fidelia  A.,  Mary  M.,  Charles  I.,  and 
Betsy  Ann  who  died  in  infancy.     Lydia  was  the 


wife  of  Orlin  Phelps,  to  whom  she  was  married  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. ;  they  came  to  Lenawee 
County  in  the  fall  of  1834,  and  settled  in  Dover 
Township;  she  died  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Harriet  is 
the  widow  of  Russell  Skeels,  and  resides  in  Rome 
Township;  Horatio  W.  is  a  Congregational  minis- 
ter, of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ;  he  was  graduated  from 
the  university  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  afterward  from 
the  theological  department  of  Princeton  College. 
He  then  went  to  India,  and  took  charge  of  the  col- 
lege at  Allahabad,  where  he  remained  six  years,  and 
then  returned  to  America.  Fidelia  is  the  wife  of 
W.  J.  Wllber,  of  Dover  Township;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  S.  P.  Perkins,  of  the  same  place ;  Charles  is 
a  farmer,  and  has  lately  moved  to  Louisiana  from 
Towk. 

Brackle}^  Shaw,  Sr.,  was  Lieutenant  of  a  company 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  had  charge  of  a  battery  of 
an  island  near  Boston  in  defense  of  that  city. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  settled  in  Plainfield, 
Mass.,  and  in  1825  moved  with  his  family  to  Ira, 
Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1835  they  migrated  to 
Michigan,  and  became  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County. 
They  came  to  Michigan  by  way  of  Lake  Erie,  dis- 
embarking at  Port  Lawrence  (now  Toledo),  Ohio. 
On  making  the  dock,  the  owners  thereof  proposed 
to  charge  what  Mr.  Shaw,  Sr.,  considered  an  exor- 
bitant price  for  the  storage  of  his  goods  over  night, 
and  he  determined  not  to  submit  to  their  unjust 
charges,  but  to  let  the  goods  remain  on  the  dock. 
He  said  to  his  son  Brackley,  as  he  handed  him  a 
rifle  which  he  had  taken  from  a  pile  of  goods,  ''You 
stand  here  and  watch  these  goods  to-night."  Dur- 
ing the  night  a  terrible  thunderstorm  arose;  the 
heavens  were  rent  by  continual  flashes  of  lightning, 
and  loud  peals  of  thunder  constantly  reverberated 
through  the  air.  Notwithstanding  that  fearful 
nocturnal  spectacle,  and  the  pelting  rain  which  ac- 
companied it,  the  youth  stood  his  ground  a  faithful 
sentinel  until  morning,  when  he  was  released  from 
his  charge,  and  the  goods  were  loaded  onto  wagons 
drawn  by  oxen.  Their  trip,  which  consumed  two 
days,  through  swamps  and  dense  forests  to  Adrian, 
was  anything  but  pleasant. 

These  early  pioneers  had  but  few  pleasures  to 
lighten  their  pathway  in  life,  which  was  one  of  toil 
and  hardship,  patiently  and  courageously  endured. 
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They  had  to  hew  out  homes  for  their  families  by 
the  work  of  their  hands,  settlements  were  made  in 
lonely  places,  and  their  ears  were  often  assailed  at 
night  by  the  howling  of  the  wolverines,  which,  as 
some  one  has  facetiously  said,  was  their  chief  music. 
But  it  is  owing  to  the  faithful  labors  of  these  pio- 
neers in  subduing  the  forest,  that  the  generation 
of  to-day  can  proudly  boast  that  Lenawee  County 
stands  second  to  none  in  the  State.  And  after  all, 
their  life  had  some  compensations ;  those  earlj^  set- 
tlers led  a  life  of  freedom  and  independence  near  to 
Nature's  heart,  and  what  they  possessed  was  theirs 
by  the  divine  right  of  labor. 

''  Oft  did  the  harvest  to  their  sickle  yield, 

Their  furrow  oft  the  stubborn  giebe  has  broke. 
How  jocund  did  they  drive  their  team  atield! 
How  bowed  the  woods  beneath  their  sturdy  stroke  I 

''Far  from  the  madding  crowd's  ignoble  strife, 
Their  sober  wishes  never  learned  to  stray; 
Along  the  cool,  sequestered  vale  of  life 
They  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  way." 

Though  the  above  lines  were  descriptive  of  far 
other  scenes  in  the  early  home  of  Mr.  Shaw's  En- 
glish ancestry,  yet  they  are,  in  a  degree  at  least, 
appropriate  as  describing  the  life  of  their  descend- 
ants in  this  new  western  world.  Mr.  Shaw  says 
that  he  looks  back  upon  those  early  days  as  a  bright 
spot  in  his  lifetime,  and  surely  the  remembrance  of 
them  must  enhance  his  enjoyment  of  the  luxuries 
and  comforts  with  which  he  is  now  surrounded. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Plainfield, 
Hampshire  Co.,  Mass.,  May  21,  1818,  and  is  a  self- 
made  and  a  self-educated  man.  He  was  a  studious 
lad,  applying  himself  diligently  at  the  district 
school,  and  in  the  long  winter  evenings,  by  the 
light  of  the  fire  in  the  old  fireplace,  he  read  such 
books  as  he  could  obtain,  and  gleaned  the  knowl- 
edge and  wisdom  from  them  and  from  those  with 
whom  he  associated  that  has  made  him  prominent 
in  the  councils  of  his  adopted  State.  We  have  al- 
iea.dj  spoken  of  his  early  settlement  in  this  countj^^; 
his  energy  and  business  capacity  have  made  him  one 
of  the  most  successful  farmers  in  this  community. 
He  has  a  fine  farm  of  145  acres,  on  which  he  has 
built  one  of  the  most  beautiful  residences  in  the 
county;  heat  one  time  owned  400  acres  in  this 
township. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Shaw  with  Miss  Elvira  M. 
Graves,  was  solemnized  in  Dover  Township,  July 


7,  1 842,  and  she  has  been  to  him  an  eflScient  help- 
meet, nobly  assisting  and  encouraging  him  in  his 
life  work.  She  was  born  in  Harrington.  Conn., 
Oct.  18,  1821,  and  is  the  daughter  of  S.  Wells  and 
Rhoda  (Clark)  Graves,  natives  of  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  where  the  former  was  born  in  Harrington  in 
1791,  and  the  latter  in  Burlington  in  1793.  At 
some  time  of  their  married  life  they  lived  in  Cay- 
uga County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  summer  of  1835 
came  from  there  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  Clayton.  It  was  then  a  dense  forest,  and  they 
were  among  the  first  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
county.  Soon  after  their  arrival  Mrs.  Graves  died, 
her  death  occurrmg  Feb.  28,  1837,  in  Dover  Town- 
ship; it  was  probably  hastened  by  exposure  and 
other  hardships  incidental  to  a  pioneer  life.  Mr. 
Graves  died  in  Dover  Township,  Aug.  2,  1854;  he 
was  much  celebrated  for  his  musical  abilities,  and 
w^hile  living  in  New  York  long  held  the  position  of 
drum  major.  He  was  quite  noted  as  a  skillful 
hunter  and  trapper  during  his  residence  in  Michi- 
gan. They  were  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Lucinda,  Lorenzo  and  P^lvira  M.  Lucinda  was  the 
wife  of  George  W.  Merrick,  and  died  in  Adrian, 
Mich.,  in  Ma}^,  1882;  Lorenzo  was  a  farmer  and 
died  in  Clayton,  Mich.,  Jan.  9,  1849. 

Mrs.  Shaw  was  but  thirteen  when  she  came 
with  her  parents  to  Lenawee  County.  Her  union 
with  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
sons — Byron  L.  and  Horatio  W.  Byron  L.  married 
Miss  Olive  Stockwell,  of  Dover  Township ;  they  re- 
side in  Adrian,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  drug 
business,  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hart  & 
Shaw.  Horatio  married  Miss  Susie  Y,  Shaw;  they 
reside  in  Dover.  He  is  an  artist  by  profession,  hav- 
ing much  natural  talent. 

Mr.  Shaw  has  taken  an  active  part  in  State  and 
county  affairs ;  although  he  has  never  sought  office, 
yet  he  has  often  commanded  the  suffrage  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens on  account  of  his  w^ell-known  talent 
and  ability.  In  1868  he  was  elected  to  the  Michi- 
gan Legislature,  and  served  two  years.  In  1880  he 
was  chosen  State  Senator  for  the  Sixth  District;  in 
1882  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  serving  in 
all  four  years.  He  was  President  of  the  Farmer's 
Association  of  Lenawee  and  Hillsdale  Counties  for 
two  years. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  are  active  and  influential  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
they  have  been  worthy  communicants  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  an  Elder  in  that  denom- 
ination for  nearly  forty  years;  he  has  also  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  over  thirty 
years.  He  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  by  the  Pres- 
bytery to  represent  it  at  the  General  Assemblies 
held  at  different  times  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

In  their  pleasant  home  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  are 
tranquilly  and  peacefully  awaiting  the  end  of  life 
on  earth,  w^hich  means  to  them  the  beginning  of  a 
more  glorious  life  hereafter.  Mr.  Shaw  was  a 
Whig  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  since  which  time  he  has  supported  that  party. 
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<^|p^  LEAZER  HOLDRIDGE  was  born  in  Onon- 
lU)  daga  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14,  1814.  He 
jl~^j  was  the  son  of  Felix  and  Deborah  (Slocum) 
Holdridge,  who  were  farmers  of  Onondaga  County. 
Eleazer  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was  married, 
and  was  reared  a  farmer.  Considering  the  advan- 
tages offered  in  those  days,  he  received  a  very  fair 
education,  to  which  he  added  by  study  after  leav- 
ing school,  thus  fitting  himself  for  teaching,  which 
occupation  he  followed  during  several  winters.  The 
greater  portion  of  his  life,  prior  to  marriage,  was 
spent  ;in  Royalton,  Niagara  County,  whither  his 
parents  had  removed  when  he  was  six  years  of  age. 
In  the  fall  of  1837  Mr.  Holdridge  came  to  Mich- 
igan, and  settled  in  Raisin  Township,  Lenawee 
County,  where  he  and  his  father,  who  came  with 
him,  purchased  200  acres  of  land  on  sections  22 
and  23.  This  entire  tract  he  cleared  up,  built  a 
large  brick  house  and  barn,  and  planted  an  orchard. 
The  first  purchase  was  added  to  until  he  at  one  time 
owned  340  acres  of  valuable  land.  Immediately 
after  his  settlement  in  Raisin  he  became  active  and 
energetic  in  all  public  matters.  He  was  largely  in- 
terested in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  county 
and  lent  every  energy  to  its  development.  Being 
a  man  of  good  intelligence  and  education  he  soon 
held  a  prominent  position  in  society,  and  during  the 
first  year  of  his  settlement  was  made  School  In- 


spector. He  always  took  an  active  part  in  public 
meetings,  and  discussed  questions  with  terseness  and 
intelligence.  He  was  quite  a  politician,  and  his  ac- 
tions were  swayed  solely  by  conviction.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  served  several 
years,  while  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  many 
times  for  other  and  more  important  offices.  He 
resided  in  Raisin  Township,  on  his  original  purchase, 
until  1867,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Adrian, 
purchasing  a  good  home,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  May,  1873. 
Mrs.  Mehitable  Holdridge  survived  her  husband  sev- 
eral years,  dying  in  Adrian  in  1884,  aged  seventy- 
two  years.  She  had  been  a  resident  of  Lenawee 
County  forty -eight  years,  never  having  returned  to 
her  old  home  in  New  York  after  her  marriage.  Her 
wedding  tour  consisted  of  a  two  weeks'  journey,  in 
a  wagon  through  the  woods  and  mud,  from  New 
York  to  Michigan. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1836,  Mr.  Holdridge 
married  Mehitable,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Mercy 
Stone,  of  Royalton,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  the  result 
of  this  union  was  eight  children,  all  born  on  the 
old  farm  in  Raisin  Township,  who  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Warren  J.  was  born  Aug.  1,  1838,  is  a 
farmer  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead ;  Horace  . 
was  born  Aug.  28,  1840,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Raisin 
Township;  Eliza  E.  was  born  Dec.  14,  1842,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Harmon  Camburn,  a  resident  of  Adrian; 
Thomas  J.  was  born  Aug.  13,  1844,  and  is  a  miller 
of  Anthony,  Kan.;  Hannah  E.  was  born  May  2, 
1846,  and  is  the  wife  of  Amos  Graves,  a  farmer  of 
Williamstowii,  Ingham  Co.,  Mich. ;  Spencer  was  born 
Feb.  2,  1849,  and  died  the  same  year;  Mary  M.  was 
born  Aug.  4,  1850,  and  is  the  wife  of  G.  Olin 
Green,  of  Adrian;  Eleazer  S.  was  born  Sept.  11, 
1854,  and  resides  at  Adrian,  this  county. 

Mrs.  Mehitable  Holdridge  was  born  in  Bradford, 
Orange  Co.,  Vt.,  Nov.  8,  1812.  Her  father,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  went  to  Vermont  in  his  boy- 
hood, where  he  lived  until  1818,  and  then  removed 
to  Royalton,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased 
a  farm,  where  he  resided  until  1835.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  purchased  a 
farm  in  Liberty  Tow^nship,  where  he  died  Dec.  2, 
1843,  aged  fifty-eight.  He  married  Mercy  Sawyer, 
who  was  born  in  Bradford,  Yt.,  and  they  had  eleven 
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children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Holdridge  was  the  second 
daughter  and  fourth  child.  Mrs.  Mercy  Stone  died 
in  Marion,  Linn  Co.,  Iowa,  March  14,  1860,  aged 
seventy-seven  years. 

Felix  and  Deborah  Hold  ridge,  parents  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  Michigan  in  1837, 
as  above  stated.  Felix  was  a  sturdy  man  of  the 
New  England  type,  honest,  industrious  and  worthy. 
He  was  a  pioneer  in  every  sense,  and  did  his  utmost 
in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement  to  develop  the 
country.  One  of  the  saddest  catastrophes  in  the 
settlement  of  Lenawee  County  occurred  in  his 
family;  one  day  in  October,  1839,  his  wife  went 
into  the  woods  to  gather  rushes,  and  was  never  seen 
again  alive.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  she  was 
lost,  the  alarm  was  given,  and  a  general  and  sys- 
tematic search  was  made  by  all  the  inhabitants  far 
and  near,  which  was  continued  for  two  weeks,  and 
finally  abandoned  by  all  except  Mr.  Hold  ridge, 
who  still  persisted,  and,  at  the  end  of  about  six 
weeks  her  body  was  discovered  in  an  Indian  hut 
in  the  township  of  Dundee,  Monroe  County,  and 
about  seven  miles  from  her  home.  Felix  Holdridge 
died  in  Eaisin  Township  in  about  1855.  Elizabeth 
Holdridge,  sister  of  Eleazer,  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  13,  1803,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  the  family.  She  married  first  Uriel  Spen- 
cer, of  Maumee  City,  Ohio,  who  died  in  Raisin 
Township,  and  her  second  husband  was  Lewis  Hor- 
ton,  of  Royalton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  owned  a  farm 
and  where  she  died  in  1872. 


ENRY  H.  OSGOOD.     Among  the  enterpris- 
ing business  men  of    Holloway,  not  one    is 
more   favorably  known  than  the  subject  of 
SPJ     this  sketch,    Mr.   H.  H.  Osgood,  who  is  the 
leading  general  merchant  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Osgood  was  born  in  Seneca  Township,  this 
county,  Oct.  23,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Cornelius 
Osgood,  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1813,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  In 
1 834  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  settling  in  Canan- 
daigua,  a  part  of  Seneca  Township,  he  plied  his 
trade  of  a  tailor,  and  met  and  married  Miss  Phoebe  A. 
Tayer,  who  was  born  in  1820,  and  was  the  daughter 


of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  children — Henry  H.,  Perry, 
Tunis  C.  and  Eliza  Jane.  Some  years  after  his 
marriage  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and 
in  1861  he  went  to  Colorado,  where  he  mined  for 
some  time  in  Central  City,  with  varying  success, 
and  finally  returned  to  Michigan.  In  the  year 
1866  he  went  again  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
engaged  in  mining  in  Caribou,  Boulder  Co.,  Col., 
and  was  there  deprived  of  his  life  in  August,  1868, 
by  one  of  those  accidents  so  common  in  the  mines. 
As  he  was  employed  in  sinking  a  shaft,  a  bank  of 
earth  fell  on  him,  killing  him  instantly.  He  was 
much  respected  for  his  many  good  qualities,  and  in 
his  death  the  Republican  party  of  this  community 
lost  a  faithful  supporter.  His  wife  survives  him, 
living  on  the  old  homestead  near  the  city  of  Adrian. 

Our  subject  was  well  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  where  he  ranked  well  as  a  scholar,  excelling 
particularly  in  penmanship.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  obtained  employment  from  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  beginning  with  the  lowest  position,  that 
of  water  boy  on  the  trains,  he  rose  rapidly  to  posi- 
tions of  responsibility.  His  intelligence  and  capa- 
bilities attracted  the  attention  of  the  railway  offi- 
cials, and  he  was  promoted  to  a  place  of  trust  in  the 
supply  office,  having  headquarters  at  Adrian.  This 
post  he  retained  nine  years,  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  such  fidelity  and  efficiency  as  to  gain 
the  full  confidence  of  his  employers.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  they  promoted  him  to  the  clerkship  of  the 
civil  engineer's  department,  w^hich  position  he  re- 
tained for  fourteen  years,  and  then  retired  from  the 
employ  of  the  company,  after  a  service  of  twenty- 
five  years ;  his  retirement  was  much  regretted  by  the 
officials.  He  established  himself  in  his  present  busi- 
ness in  1884,  succeeding  Kelley,  Hoxsie  <fe  Co.  He 
carries  a  fine  class  of  goods  for  country  trade,  and 
by  close  application  and  skillful  management,  has 
succeeded  in  firmly  establishing  his  business  on  a 
paying  basis. 

Mr.  Osgood  was  married  in  the  township  of 
Macon,  Nov.  23,  1868,  to  Miss  Sarah  L.,  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Sarah  (Huff)  Miller.  She  was  born 
in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  Nov.  8, 1847,  and  is  the 
youngest  of   her  mother's  five  children — Dan  B., 
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Jane  A.,  Tunis  H.,  Ellen  E.  and  Sarah  L.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her 
mother  died  in  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich., 
when  this  daughter  was  eighteen  months  old.  The 
father  married  again,  taking  as  his  wife  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Yanduzen  nee  Schofield,  and  they  now  live 
near  Ridge  way,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
After  the  death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Osgood  went 
to  reside  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  under  the  charge 
of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Osgood,  and  remained  in 
New  York  till  eighteen  years  of  age,  receiving  a 
good  education.  She  then  returned  to  her  old 
home  as  a  teacher,  which  vocation  she  followed  suc- 
cessfully for  three  years  prior  to  her  marriage. 
Her  union  with  her  husband  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children— Manson  P.  and  Harry  C. 
Mr.  Osgood's  genial  manners  and  ready  tact  make 
him  quite  popular.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  town  affairs ;  he  was 
elected  Township  Clerk.  Mrs.  Osgood  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

ENRY  N.  SKEELS,   a   native  of  Vermont, 

i^  has  been  for  the  last  twenty-five  years   one 

of  the  most  prominent   citizens  of  Adrian 

(m  Township,  taking  an  active  part  in  its  various 
interests,  and  is  a  man  generally  respected  by  the 
community.  He  was  born  Nov.  27,  1822,  and  is 
the  son  of  Russell  and  Mary  (Felton)  Skeels,  of 
New  England  birth  and  parentage,  though  the  father 
was  of  Welsh  descent. 

The  first  representatives  of  the  Skeels  family  in 
America  were  three  brothers  who  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  the  Colonial  days  and  located  in  Connecti- 
cut, where  they  carried  on  farming  and  rounded  up 
good  and  honest  lives  as  citizens  and  business  men. 
The  ipaternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  died  in  that 
State  at  an  advanced  age.  His  son,  Russell,  was 
born  near  the  town  of  Woodbury  and  reared  to 
farming  pursuits.  His  education  was  extremely 
limited,  being  confined  to  three  months'  schooling, 
but  he  was  intelligent  and  fond  of  reading,  and 
gained  by  his  own  efforts  a  useful  fund  of  informa- 
tion.    Early  in  life  he  was  made   acquainted   with 


its  toils  and  struggles,  working  away  from  home  at 
very  small  wages  and  living  4n  the  most  frugal 
manner. 

Russell  Skeels  was  born  Aug.  6,  1782,  and  when 
twenty  years  of  age  removed  from  Connecticut  to 
Vermont,  where  he  located  100  acres  of  wild  land 
in  what  was  afterward  Rutland  County.  Upon  the 
theory  that  '*  a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,"  he 
remained  in  possession  of  this  purchase  the  balance 
of  his  life,  embracing  a  period  of  fifty-five  years. 
His  death  took  place  Nov.  24,  1857,  when  he  was 
over  seventy-four  years  of  age.  He  built  up  a  com- 
fortable homestead  and  reared  his  children  after 
the  strict  principles  of  the  Puritans.  He  had  mar- 
ried, in  early  manhood.  Miss  Mary  Pollard,  a  native 
of  his  own  county,  and  to  them  were  born  six  chil- 
dren. After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Russell 
Skeels  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Miss  Mary 
P\ilton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the  daughter  of 
William  Fulton,  a  well-to-do  Massachusetts  farmer. 
Grandfather  Fulton  possessed  all  the  qualities  of  an 
honest  man  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  His 
daughter  Mary,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  March  9,  1779,  and  died  in  Vermont,  Sept.  30, 
1849.  The  parental  household  included  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Henry  N.  was  the  seventh  son. 
There  was  one  daughter  only,  and  of  this  family 
but  two  are  living,  our  subject,  and  his  brother  Sam- 
uel who  resides  in  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  about  eighteen 
miles  from  the  place  of  his  birth. 

Henry  N.  Skeels  visited  the  West  when  quite 
young,  and  in  1862  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Palmyra  Township,  which  he  sold  in  1867,  and  com- 
menced speculating  in  blooded  stock.  In  connec 
tion  with  others  he  dealt  mostly  in  sheep  and  horses, 
and  being  the  pioneers  of  the  business  in  this  section 
they  were  enabled  to  realize  handsome  profits  by 
fair  dealing  and  good  management. 

in  1873  Mr.  Skeels  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead and  erected  thereon  the  residence  which  they 
now  occupy.  The  land  originally  comprised  the 
old  Wheeler  farm,  which  was  opened  up  by  Carey 
Rogers,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county,  and  was 
subsequently  the  property  of  a  man  named  Hager- 
man,  which  name  the  farm  takes. 

Mr.  Skeels,  in  1846,  while  a  resident  of  Ver- 
mont, was   united   in   marriage  with  Miss  Marie, 
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daughter  of  Everett  P.  and  Charlotte  Parmlee, 
natives  of  Vermont,  who  spent  their  entire  lives 
upon  their  native  soil  and  died  there  at  a  good  old 
age.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  marriage, 
namely:  Ella  M.,  who  died  in  1850;  Evelyn,  who 
passed  away  in  1865,  when  an  interesting  girl  of 
twelve  years,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  Nov.  19,  1861,  at  her 
home  in  Brandon,  Yt. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Mrs. 
Diana  F.  (Russ)  Crego,  was  born  in  Pultney, 
Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  23,  1829,  and  was  the 
widow  of  Solomon  G.  Crego,  who  died  Sept.  28, 
1866.  Mr.  Crego  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.,  July  10,  1826,  and  was  the  son  of  Richard 
J.  and  Martha  (Gallop)  Crego,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  were  married  June  6,  1813.  They  remained 
in  New  York  until  Solomon  was  ten  years  old  and 
then  came  to  Michigan,  where  they  purchased  Gov- 
ernment land  on  which  they  lived  and  died.  Solo- 
mon Crego  combined  farming  with  the  nursery 
business  in  Jackson  County,  Mich. 

There  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crego  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  dead :  Levi  H.  was  born  Sept. 
3,  1850,  and  died  when  a  babe  of  three  months; 
Frances  A.  was  born  Oct.  17,  1852,  and  died  July 
18,  1868;  Cora  A.  was  born  Aug.  16,  1855,  and 
died  Nov.  7,  1879;  Clara  A.  was  born  March  7, 
1859,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1876,  and  H.  C.  was  born 
Feb.  7,  1864,  and  died  Sept.  12,  1866. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Skeels,  Nathaniel  Russ,  a 
millwright  by  trade,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
while  his  wife.  Miss  Clarissa  Tomer,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  Mr.  Russ,  in  addition  to  millwright- 
ing  also  followed  cabinet-making,  and  was  a  natural 
mechanic  of  much  skill.  He  only  lived  to  be  mid- 
dle aged,  his  death  taking  place  when  his  daughter 
Diana  was  about  ten  years  old.  Mrs.  Skeels  on 
her  mother's  side  is  of  English  ancestry,  her  paternal 
grandfather  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  Colo- 
nial days.  He  reared  a  large  family  of  children, 
and  with  his  excellent  wife,  lived  to  an  advanced 
age.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Skeels  left  New 
England  and  came  to  the  West  about  1887,  during 
the  early  settlement  of  Lenawee  County.  They 
made  their  final  location  at  Cambridge,  and  the 
father  employed  himself  mostly  at  his  trades  and 
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spent  his  last  days  at  Plymouth,  his  decease  occur- 
ring in  1839 ;  they  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 
The  mother  was  born  March  17,  1801,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Cambridge,  July  14,  1866;  she  was  a 
second  time  married  to  a  Mr.  Rogers. 
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^Sr^OBERT  GILLILAND  is  the  senior  proprie- 
li;^  tor  of  the  Gilliland  Electric  Company,  in 
/li  wi  the  city  of  Adrian,  which  was  established  in 
^^1882.  He  first  established  this  business  in 
the  city  of  Hudson,  this  county,  in  the  fall  of  1871, 
upon  a  small  scale,  and  enlarged  his  facilities  as  the 
demand  required.  The  articles  which  are  manu- 
factured b}^  this  company  are  telegraph  insulators, 
pins  and  brackets,  and  while  at  Hudson  the  entire 
products  of  his  factor}^  were  sold  on  contracts  to 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  The  busi- 
ness was  continued  nine  years  in  that  city,  and  then 
he  removed  his  works  to  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years. 

In  1882  Mr.  Gilliland  came  to  Adrian  and  estab 
lished  his  present  works,  manufacturing  himself  the 
machinery  with  which  the  establishment  was  sup- 
plied. He  made  valuable  additions  from  time  to 
time,  until  1887,  when  he  added  new  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  telegraph  and  electric  light  sup- 
plies. Much  of  this  valuable  machinery  was  invented 
and  perfected  by  Mr.  Gilliland,  and  the  amount 
of  labor  saved  can  be  realized,  when  it  is  known 
that  a  single  machine  will  perform  the  work  which 
formerly  required  ten  men.  He  has  recently  in- 
vented a  machine  for  the  manufacture  of  telegraph 
pins,  which  makes,  when  it  is  run  to  its  fullest  capac- 
ity, 5,200  pins  per  day,  and  the  products  of  the 
establishment  are  still  taken  by  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company.  The  company  was  at  one 
time  behind  its  orders  837,000  pins,  while  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August  there  were  shipped  560,- 
000.  When  he  first  commenced  the  business,  the 
annual  output  was  200,000,  while  in  1887  it  ran  to 
2,000,000  pins.  The  establishment  is  located  on 
three  acres  of  ground,  and  consists  of  four  separate 
buildings,  besides  five  dry  houses.  The  main  build- 
ing is  of  brick,  and  is  two  stories  in  height.  Steam 
power  is  used,  50-horse  power  engines  being  em- 
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ployed.  The  present  company,  formed  in  the  spring 
of  1887,  is  composed  of  Robert  Giliiland  and  his 
two  sons,  E.  T.  and  J.  F.  Giililand,  and  is  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  the  State. 

E.  T.  Giililand  is  in  company  with  Thomas  A. 
Edison,  the  famous  electric  light  man,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  electrical  apparatus,  at  Orange,  N.  J., 
but  Mr.  Giililand  resides  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  Adrian  Company's  works  are  located  near  the 
Wabash  Depot,  on  Dean  street,  near  Maumee,  where 
they  are  afforded  the  best  of  shipping  facilities. 

Robert  Giililand  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  1,  1822.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall 
of  1863,  and  located  at  Hudson,  this  county. 


eHARLES  D.  HALL,  wholesale  dealer  in  poul- 
try, eggs  and  other  provisions  of  the  kind, 
is  the  successor  of  Hall  &  Adams,  who  estab- 
lished the  business  here  in  the  spring  of  1880. 
They  built  up  an  extensive  trade,  and  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1885,  when  our  subject  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  has  continued  alone 
since  that  time.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  good  busi- 
ness qualifications,  industrious  and  enterprising, 
straightforward  in  his  transactions,  and  in  short  has 
the  elements  of  character  essential  to  success  in  life. 

Our  subject  is  in  his  prime,  having  been  born 
Nov.  3,  1851,  and  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
where  his  birth  took  place  in  Lorain  County  at  the 
modest  homestead  of  his  parents,  Matthias  and 
Sophia  (Hopkins)  Hall,  whose  household  included 
eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  young- 
est. Matthias  Hall  and  his  estimable  wife  were  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  State,  where  they  were  reared 
and  married,  and  whence  they  removed  to  Ohio 
several  years  later.  The  mother  died  at  the  home- 
stead in  Lorain  Count}'^  about  1857.  The  father 
subsequently  came  to  Michigan  and  died  at  Lans- 
ing in  1875,  when  about  seventy-eight  years  of  age. 
Of  their  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  seven  are 
still  living,  all  married  and  settled  in  comfortable 
homes. 

Charles  D.  Hall  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  during 
the  last  terms  of  his  attendance  worked  night  and 
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morning  for  his  board,  making  his  home  with  Abram 
Fuller.  His  first  experience  in  the  business  at  which 
he  is  now  engaged,  commenced  in  his  native  county, 
through  which  he  traveled  as  a  purchaser  of  eggs 
and  butter,  which  he  shipped  to  Cleveland,  and  met 
with  such  success  at  the  commencement  that  he  con- 
tinued his  labors  in  this  direction  for  a  period  of 
six  years.  He  then  determined  upon  a  change  of 
location,  being  desirous  of  seeing  something  be- 
yond the  confines  of  the  Buckeye  State. 

In  the  fall  of  1873  Mr.  Hall  made  his  way  to 
Southeastern  Michigan,  and  pitching  his  tent  within 
the  city  limits  of  Adrian,  engaged  as  clerk  with  the 
firm  of  McLouth  &  Hall.  After  two  years  he  was 
admitted  to  partnership,  and  upon  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  McLouth  continued  the  business  in  company 
with  his  brother  for  about  three  years.  He  then 
purchased  the  interest  of  the  latter,  and  adding 
groceries  to  the  stock  of  merchandise,  continued 
alone  until  1880.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  John  Q.  Adams,  and  the 
firm  of  Hall  &  Adams  dealt  principally  in  groceries 
for  about  twelve  months,  when  the  business  was 
closed  out.  Messrs.  Hall  &  Adams  then  engaged 
in  the  general  produce  business,  the  partnership  be- 
ing limited  to  five  years,  after  which  Mr.  Adams  re- 
tired, and  Mr.  Hall  has  since  continued  alone.  The 
business  is  located  on  Railroad  street,  west  of  the 
court  house,  in  a  building  that  was  at  one  time 
occupied  by  a  canning  company,  and  is  well  adapted 
to  its  present  purpose.  In  1886  Mr.  Hall  shipped 
110  tons  of  poultry,  and  a  large  amount  of  eggs; 
the  report  for  1887,  when  made  up,  will  probably 
double  this  amount.  This  is  an  admirable  illustra- 
tion of  the  results  of  good  judgment  in  purchasing 
and  fair  dealing  in  selling. 

In  1875,  while  a  resident  of  Adrian,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  AlIIcc  A.,  second 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Mary  L.  McLouth,  of  Adrian^ 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
and  being  the  occasion  upon  which  met  together  a 
goodly  number  of  friends  of  both  parties,  who  cele- 
brated in  a  suitable  manner  the  important  event. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  are  now  the  parents  of  three 
bright  children,  namely :  Loisia  Belle,  who  was  born 
May  13, 1880;  Charles  Arthur,  Feb.  21,  1882,  and 
Edwin  M.,  Oct.  29,  1885.     The  residence  is   pleas- 
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antly  located  on  Main  street,  and  our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Hall,  politically,  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  but  gives  little  attention  to  poli- 
tics, preferring  to  devote  his  time  mostly  to  his 
business  and  domestic  interests. 


J  I  AMES  HALLADAY,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  is  located  on  section  5^ 
Clinton  Township,  where  he  owns  an  excel- 
lent farm  of  eighty  acres,  a  part  of  which  is 
within  the  village  limits.  He  purchased  this  farm 
upon  his  arrival  in  Lenawee  County  in  1873,  where 
he  has  been  a  resident  ever  since. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Man- 
chester Township,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2 2d 
of  January,  1832.  His  father,  James  Halladay,  was 
also  a  native  of  Ontario  County,  where  he  grew  up, 
and  was  married  in  Manchester  Township,  to  Pa- 
melia  Biglow,  who  is  still  living  on  the  farm  in 
Bridgewater  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  She 
is  eighty-three  years  of  age  and  vigorous  in  mind 
and  body.  Her  husband  was  a  farmer  and  died  in 
Bridgewater  Township,  Dec.  28,  1880,  at  the  age  of 
eighty -two  years.  He  was  successful  as  a  farmer 
and  in  politics  was  a  Republican,  while  they  were 
both  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  township  of  his 
nativity,  and  came  to  Michigan  after  he  had  grown 
to  manhood.  He  purchased  a  farm  and  then  took 
an  important  step  toward  housekeeping.  On  the 
19th  of  February,  1873,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Clinton  Township  with  Miss  Sarah  Richmond, 
born  in  this  township,  Feb.  7,  1852,  and  daughter 
of  Levi  C.  and  Sarah  (Warner)  Richmond,  the 
former  of  whom  died  Jan.  7,  1887,  at  his  home  in 
Clinton  Township,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  He 
was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  reared 
and  educated  there  till  he  had  reached  his  majority, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  after  living  in  Pon- 
tiac  one  year,  removed  to  Bridgewater.  Twelve 
years  later  he  came  to  Clinton  Township,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  On  his  arrival  here  he 
obtained  Government  land,  on  which  he  labored 
energetically,  and  brought  it  under  a  high  state  of 
eultivation.     He  was   a  conscientious,  straightfor- 
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ward  man,  and  a  member  for  many  years  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  held  office 
almost  constantly  during  his  connection  with  that 
denomination.  He  was  known  among  the  people 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  held  a  high  place 
in  the  affections  of  his  community,  with  which  he 
was  so  closely  connected  as  a  pioneer.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  was  also  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  even  a 
longer  term  of  years,  and  is  yet  living  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  consists  of  121  acres  of  land  of  a 
very  superior  quality,  and  well  supplied  with  good 
farm  buildings. 

Mrs.  Halladay  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  was  reared  at  home, 
receiving  her  education  in  Clinton.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  children — Alice  and  Ralph  A.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Halladay  are  very  energetic,  progressive 
people,  and  take  an  active  interest  in  all  measures 
calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live.  They  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  H. 
is  a  Trustee.  Mr.  Halladay  identifies  himself  with 
the  Republican  party. 


eW.  LUCE  is  one  of  the  thrifty  and  success- 
ful farmers  of  this  county,  owning  ninety- 
six  acres  of  highly  improved  land  on  section 
25,  Franklin  Township,  where  he  made  his  home  in 
1879.  Mr.  Luce  was  born  in  Manchester  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County,  Aug.  21,  1846.  His  fa- 
ther, Henry  T.  Luce,  was  an  early  settler  of  Man- 
chester Township,  where  he  lived  until  1858,  and 
then  removed  to  Napoleon  Township,  Jackson 
County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  lived  for 
some  time,  when  he  finally  removed  to  Tecumseh, 
where  his  death  occurred  June  25,  1886.  He  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  Jan.  6,  1811,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  was  married  in  Clermont, 
N.  Y.,  to  Lucia  O.  Fisher,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  is  now,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-four years,  living  in  Tecumseh.  The  father 
was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
Methodists. 

The  subject  of  our  notice  is  the  youngest  of  six 
children,    three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all   of 
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whom  are  living,  and  three  sons  and  one  (hmghter 
are  married.  Mr.  Lnce  lived  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  in  Napoleon  Township,  Jackson  County, 
Feb.  2,  1870,  to  Miss  Kate  E.  EnEarl,  who  was  born 
in  Raisin  Township,  Lenawee  County,  June  9,  1850, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  James  L.  and  Almot  J. 
(Comstoek)  EnEarl,  natives  of  York  State.  They 
were  married  in  the  township  of  Franklin,  remov- 
ing thence  to  Raisin  Township,  where  the  father 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  for  some  years, 
and  where  the  mother  died  when  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Luce,  was  only  three  years  of  age.  Thence 
the  father  removed  to  Franklin  Township,  next  to 
Albion,  and  finally  to  Jackson  City,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged at  his  trade;  he  is  now  the  husband  of  his 
third  wife. 

After  the  death  of  her  mother  Mrs.  Luce  lived 
with  her  father  until  her  marriage.  She  is  the 
mother  of  five  children — Irving  C,  Alma  J.,  Henry 
D.,  James  L.  and  Howard.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luce  located  in  Napoleon  Township, 
Jackson  County,  on  a  farm  of  fifty-six  acres,  and 
lived  there  until  he  came  to  his  present  home  in 
1879.  They  belong  to  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
L.  is  a  Republican,  and  is  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
Highway  Commissioner. 


EMMON  COWEN.  The  beautiful  farm  of 
eighty  acres  which  occupies  a  part  of  sec- 
tion 12  in  Ridgeway  Township,  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  condition  mainly  by 
the  industry  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  commenced  in  life 
comparatively  without  means,  and  has  worked  his 
way  up  to  a  good  position  socially  and  financially. 
His  early  labors  and  struggles  are  things  of  the 
past,  which  he  mostly  keeps  within  the  recesses  of 
his  own  breast.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  were  of 
a  character  which  would  have  dismayed  many  men 
and  caused  them  to  sink  with  discouragement.  Our 
subject,  however,  rose  nobly  above  them  all,  and 
presents  an  illustration  of  the  self-made  man,  whose 
career  may  well  be  imitated  by  the  rising  genera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Cowen  was  born    near  St.    Thomas,  Upper 
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(-anada,  March  13,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses 
Cowen,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  locality,  and 
died  there  when  his  son  Demmon  was  an  infant. 
The  mother  was  formerly  Miss  Jane  Rice,  and  after 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  she  w^as  married  to 
Mr.  John  Barnett,  and  in  the  year  1851  the  family 
all  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Dundee  Town- 
ship, Monroe  County.  Mr.  Barnett  only  lived  a 
few  years  afterward.  The  mother  continued  with 
her  children  on  the  land  which  her  husband  had 
purchased,  and  where  she  still  makes  her  home. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  3^ears  with  his  mother, 
but  after  coming  to  Michigan  commenced  earning 
his  own  living  by  employing  himself  at  whatever 
he  could  find  to  do.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  late 
Rebellion  he  was  among  the  first  to  respond  to  the 
call  for  troops,  and  enlisted  in  Company  K,  11th 
Michigan  Infantry,  going  soon  afterward  with  his 
regiment  to  Louisville,  Ky.^  being  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  West.  He  met  the  enemy  in  various 
engagements  and  skirmishes,  but  escaped  serious 
injury,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlistment, 
three  years  later,  received  his  honorable  discharge 
Sept.  30,  1864.  After  being  mustered  out  he  re- 
turned to  Dundee  Township,  where  he  remained 
for  a  time,  and  in  August,  1865,  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Friedt,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
German  parentage.  Mrs.  Cowen  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  her  parents  when  a  young  child,  and  was 
reared  to  womanhood  in  Monroe  County.  Of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
three  children,  namely :  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Frayor,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Ridgeway 
Township ;  Susan  and  John  H.  are  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Cowen  left  Monroe  County  in  1857,  and 
purchased  the  land  which  he  has  built  up  into  the 
present  valuable  farm.  It  had  been  then  but  in- 
differently cultivated,  and  the  now  fertile  soil  has 
been  made  so  only  by  the  most  tireless  industry 
and  the  exercise  of  excellent  judgment.  Much  of 
it  was  low  and  damp,  but  by  a  thorough  process  of 
drainage  and  other  wise  treatment  it  now  yields  in 
abundance  the  finest  crops  of  this  section.  Mr. 
Cowen  still  owns  twenty  acres  of  woodland  in  Dun- 
dee Township,  which  he  purchased  in  1876.  He 
has  had  little  to  do  with  political  or  public  affairs, 
preferring  to  give  his  attention  to  his  farm  and  the 
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comfort  of  his  family.  He  keeps  himself  informed, 
however,  upon  matters  of  general  interest,  and 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 

We  are  pleased  to  present  on  an  adjoining  page 
of  this  Album  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Cowen,  although 
neither '^ storied  urn  nor  animated  bust"  is  neces- 
sary to  keep  his  memory  green  in  the  hearts  of  his 
friends. 
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EACON  NORMAN  H.  THURBER,  a  re- 
H  tired  farmer,  residing  on  section  25,  Dover 
Township,  is  of  Welsh  extraction.  His 
grandfather,  8am  uel  W.  Thurber,  was  born 
in  Wales,  and  with  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Chase,  he  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in 
New  Hampshire.  His  son  Samuel  H.,  the  youngest 
of  his  five  children,  and  father  of  Norman,  was  born 
and  reared  in  New  Hampshire,  and  there  married 
Miss  Sally,  daughter  of  John  Gage.  They  first 
made  their  home  in  Unity,  Cheshire  Co.,  N.  H.,  and 
in  1820  they  migrated  from  there  to  Canandaigua, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  their  last 
years.  Mrs.  Thurber  died  Sept.  5,  1821,  and  Mr. 
Thurber  March  5,  1887.  They  had  nine  children- 
Jefferson  G.,  Almira,  Robert  G.,  Horace  C,  Mary 
G.,  Joshua  W.,  Norman  H.,  Betsey  G.  and  vSarah  D. 
Norman  Thurber  was  born  in  Unity,  N.  H..  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1816,  and  was  four  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  New  York.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  Ontario  County,  receiving  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  a  good  training  as  a 
farmer.  He  had  the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  his 
mother  when  he  was  but  five  years  old,  but  he  was 
a  manly  lad,  and  from  the  time  he  was  twelve  years 
of  age  he  has  supported  himself.  Oct.  5,  1834,  he 
left}  Ontario  County,  and  turning  his  face  westward, 
came  to  Michigan.  During  the  first  five  years  of 
his  residence  in  this  State,  he  lived  principally  in 
Fairfield  Township,  but  in  1839  he  went  to  Seneca 
Township,  and  bought  160  acres  of  land  on  sections 
28  and  24. 

The  next  important  event  in  Deacon  Thurber's 
life  was  his  marriage  with  Eunice  N.  Carpenter,  in 
Fairfield  Township,  April  6,  1843.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Thurber  was  Joshua  Carpenter, 


and  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Bert. 
Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Moses  and  Fhebe 
(Perkins)  Cook,  the  former  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Mrs.  Thurber's  parents,  John  H.  and  Elizabeth 
(Cook)  Carpenter,  after  their  marriage  estabhshed 
their  home  in  New  York,  where  the  city  of  Elmira 
now  stands.  Thence  they  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
month  of  May,  1831,  where  they  located  in  Lenawee 
County,  on  the  present  site  of  Madison  Township. 
They  finally  removed  to  Fairfield  Township,  where 
they  died,  Mrs.  Carpenter's  death  occurring  in 
June,  1866,  and  Mr.  Carpenter's  on  the  3d  of  July, 
1874.  They  had  eight  children — Rasset,  Phebe, 
Eunice  N.,  Charles  H.,  Daniel  B.,  Aaron  W.,  Elsie 
A.  and  Martha  W.  Eunice  N.,  Mrs.  Thurber,  was 
the  third  child  of  her  parents,  and  was  born  on 
the  present  site  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1822; 
she  was  nine  years  old  when  she  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  Michigan. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thurber  made 
their  home  in  Seneca  Township  until  1853,  when 
they  sold  their  land,  which  they  had  partially  im- 
proved, and  returned  to  Fairfield,  where  they 
bought  a  farm,  on  which  they  resided  three  years, 
employed  in  improving  it.  In  1853  Mr.  Thurber 
disposed  of  that  property  very  advantageously,  and 
removed  with  his  family  to  Dover  Township,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  on  section  25,  and  has  ever  since 
been  a  resident  of  this  township.  The  Deacon  has 
been  a  powerful  man  in  his  day,  and  still  possesses 
much  vigor  and  energy.  By  untiring  industry  he 
has  cleaj-ed  and  greatly  improved  his  land.  He  has 
felled  the  trees  from  over  160  acres  of  land,  and  has 
extensively  engaged  in  logging. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thurber  have  one  child,  Sarah  D., 
who  was  born  in  Seneca  Township,  March  8,  1844. 
She  was  married  in  Medina,  Mich.,  Jan.  1,  1862,  to 
Ezra  Abbott,  son  of  Ezra  and  Emily  (Tuttle)  Ab- 
bott. They  made  their  home  in  Dover  Township, 
where  he  died  Dec.  20,  1886.  Mrs.  Abbott  became 
the  mother  of  three  children  by  that  marriage, 
namely:  Dora  L.,  Norman  D.  and  Lora  B.  Dora 
and  Norman  died  when  quite  young  of  lung  fever. 
Their  death  occurred  just  seven  days  apart. 

Deacon  Thurber,  his  wife  and  daughter  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  where  Mr. 
Thurber  has  filled  the  office  of  Deacon  for  many 
_«.. ^ -«^ 


J 


■«^#* 


i 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


249 


-L. 


\  years.  He  has  always  been  exceedingly  active  in 
■  the  establishment  of  religious  edifices  in  Lenawee 
^  County,  and  in  other  ways  has  done  much  to  ad- 
vance the  moral  interests  of  the  county.  He  lias 
assisted  in  organizing  and  building  up  five  different 
churches  in  Fairfield  and  Dover  Townships,  and  con- 
siders that  "religion  and  education  are  inseparable." 
His  example  as  a  conscientious,  upright  man,  walk- 
ing in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  peace,  is  worth  much 
to  the  community.  In  this  age  of  litigation,  it  is 
his  pride  that  he  has  never  sued  a  man,  or  been  sued 
himself;  he  has  never  wilfully  wronged  anyone. 

<^/ AMES  UPDIKE,  Jr.  The  finely  appointed 
little  farm  of  eighty  acres  which  occupies  a 
portion  of  section  13,  Franklin  Township, 
/  became  the  property  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  in  1875,  and  he  has  since  bent  his  energies  to 
its  improvement  and  cultivation,  with  most  admir- 
able results.  The  proprietor  is  a  gentleman  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  good  taste,  and  while 
having  a  proper  respect  for  the  wherewithal  to  make 
life  comfortable,  has  embellished  his  homestead  with 
the  various  features  which  render  it  one  of  the  most 
attractive  spots  in  the  township.  The  buildings 
are  of  modern  style,  the  fields  are  fenced  in  a  neat 
and  substantial  manner,  and  everything  about  the 
premises  is  kept  in  first-class  order,  nothing  allowed 
to  go  to  waste  or  become  an  offense  to  the  eye. 
Around  the  residence  are  fruit  and  shade  trees  with 
a  fine  orchard  in  the  rear,  while  the  live  stock  and 
machinery  give  evidence  of  the  care  and  thought- 
fulness  of  the  proprietor. 

Our  subject,  the  son  of  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  this  county,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
in  the  primitive  log  cabin,  which  was  the  first 
dwelling  of  his  parents  in  Tecumseh  Township,  and 
which  was  located  upon  land  which  had  been  but 
slightly  cultivated  before  his  father  took  possession 
of  it.  The  latter,  also  James  Updike,  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  married  Miss  Belinda  Hause,  whose 
birthplace  was  not  far  from  the  early  home  of  her 
husband.  They  continued  in  the  Empire  State  until 
after  the  birth  of  three  children,  when  they  came  to 
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Michigan  and  located  upon  the  land  which  they 
occupied  until  retiring  from  active  labor. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  this  county 
prepared  to  meet  hardships  and  difficulties,  and 
proved  themselves  equal  to  the  emergency.  They 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  comfortable  home,  oc- 
cupying the  log  cabin  but  a  few  years  and  then  re- 
moving into  a  good  frame  dwelling.  The  father 
was  a  man  of  excellent  judgment,  kind  and  generous 
as  a  neighbor  and  friend,  and  became  known  as  one 
of  the  most  thorough  and  successful  farmers  of 
Tecumseh  Township.  He  is  still  living,  and  makes 
his  home  with  his  son  Martin  Gr.,  a  resident  of 
Tecumseh  Township.  He  is  now  over  eightj^-four 
years  of  age,  having  been  born  Oct.  1, 1803.  During 
his  residence  of  over  forty  years  in  this  countj^  he 
has  made  many  warm  friends,  and  has  abundant 
reason  to  feel  that  his  life  and  labors  have  not  been 
in  vain.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  at 
the  homestead  Nov.  30,  1873,  when  about  sixty-five 
years  old.  Both  parents  were  devoted  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  days  of  their 
youth  and  strength,  and  the  father  is  still  identified 
with  the  old  societ}^ 

James  Updike,  Jr.,  was  the  eighth  in  a  family  of 
ten  children,  four  sons  and  six  daughters.  Of 
these,  three  sons  and  two  daughters  are  living  and 
residents  of  this  county.  James,  in  common  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  remained  under  the  home 
roof  and  availed  himself  of  the  instruction  afforded 
at  the  district  school.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he 
was  married,  April  2,  1873,  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Tecumseh  Township,  to  Miss  Atlanta  A.,  daughter 
of  John  T.  and  Caroline  H.  (Thompson)  Bates.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bates  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and 
were  married  in  Cortland  County,  where  their  three 
children  were  born,  the  wife  of  on?'  subject  being 
the  youngest  of  the  family.  Her  birth  took  place 
Nov.  5,  1853,  and  she  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when 
her  father  came  to  Michigan  and  located  on  a  farm 
in  Tecumseh  Township.  The  mother  had  died  in 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1863,  at  the  age  of 
thirty -seven  years.  Mr.  Bates  subsequently  married 
Miss  Salina  Coyle,  who  accompanied  him  to  the 
West  and  remained  here  until  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Bates,  which  took  place  in  the  village  of  Tecum- 
seh, July  31,  1877,  when  he  was  sixty-three  years  of 
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age;  Mrs.  B.  then  returned  to  New  York  and  is.now 
a  resident  of  Homer,  that  State.  Mr.Bates  was  a 
man  of  much  force  of  character,  and  became  quite 
prominent  in  the  politics  of  the  county.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party  and  with  his  estimable 
wife,  was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  continued  with  her  father 
until  her  marriage,  in  the  meantime  receiving  a 
good  education  and  developing  those  elements  of 
character  which  have  constituted  her  a  true  wife  and 
mother.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Updike  there  have 
been  born  two  sons— Earl  B.,  Dec.  7,  1876,  and 
Lucius  C,  Dec.  29,  1878.  Mr.  Updike,  politically, 
uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  By  good 
management  and  industry  he  has  accumulated  a 
competence  and  has  something  laid  by  for  a  rainy 
day. 


OBERT  B.  SUTTON,  a  farmer,  residing  on 
section  16,  Dover  Township,  is  the  son  of 
Pharis  and  Hannah  Sutton,  of  that  town- 
ship (see  sketch  of  Pharis  Sutton  for  par- 
ental history),  and  is  a  native  of  this  State,  where  he 
was  born  in  Hillsdale  County,  Sept.  22,  1841. 
When  he  w^as  scarcely  two  years  old,  his  parents 
came  to  Rome  Township  in  this  county,  where  his 
boyhood  was  passed  on  a  farm,  and  in  the  public 
schools,  where  he  received  a  good  education,  which 
was  supplemented  by  two  terms  of  instruction  in  the 
excellent  college  at  Adrian.  In  1858  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Dover  Township,  which  since  that 
time  has  been  his  home. 

When  Mr.  Sutton  grew  to  manhood  he  preferred 
the  healthful,  free  life  of  a  farmer  to  the  routine 
and  confinement  of  office  work,  and  he  has  ever  since 
paid  close  attention  to  tilling  the  soil.  Bringing  to 
his  work  an  intelligent  and  practical  knowledge  of 
the  principles  that  govern  agriculture,  he  has  been 
particularly  successful  in  their  application.  His 
farm  comprises  138  acres  of  land,  most  of  which 
is  well  improved  and  very  productive. 

Mr.  Sutton  has  a  pleasant  home,  over  which  his 
wife  presides  with  grace  and  hospitality.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Alice  C.  Pontius,  and  she  is  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Cordelia  (Bryant)  Pontius. 


(See  sketch  of  I).  Pontius).  She  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  2,  1851,  and  was  united  in 
marriage  with  our  subject  March  29,  1871.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children — 
Maggie  A.  and  Florence  A. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  their  daily  life 
they  show  that  theirs  is  not  a  meaningless  creed. 
They  are  active  in  whatever  promotes  the  best  in- 
terests, socially  or  morally,  of  the  township  in  which 
they  reside. 


JHARIS  SUTTON,  a  veteran  farmer  of 
)  Dover  Township,  is  one  of  the  few  men 
^    ,         still  living  in  our  midst,  who,  in  days  long 

I  \  gone  by,  were  among  the  brave  and  hard}^ 
pioneers  who  opened  up  Lenawee  County  for  settle- 
ment. His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah  (Blaine) 
Sutton,  natives  of  New  Jersey^  where,  after  their 
marriage,  they  first  settled  Thence  they  removed 
to  New  York,  where  they  spent  the  most  of  their 
w^edded  life,  living  in  the  following  counties,  at 
different  times:  Onondaga,  Wayne  and  Seneca,  in 
the  latter  of  which  they  died.  They  were  worthy 
people,  of  frugal,  honest  habits,  und  they  trained 
their  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  to  fol- 
low in  their  footsteps. 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  child  in  t tie  parental 
family,  and  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N. 
Y.,  Oct.  18,  1800.  In  the  days  of  his  youth  no 
idle  hands  were  allowed  in  the  household,  and  our 
subject  was  early  initiated  in  the  best  ways  of  mf»k. 
ing  himself  useful  in  farm  labors.  When  sixteei, 
years  of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  and  after  he  had  mastered  its  details,  he 
went  to  Chautauqua  County,  where  he  put  it  in 
practice  for  some  years. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1828,  Mr.  Sutton  married 
in  that  court}',  Miss  Hannah  M.,  daughter  of  Mil- 
ton and  Lois  (Briscoe)  Foote,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut. In  1830  Mrs.  Sutton's  parents  left  their  home 
in  New  York  and  came  to  Lenawee  County,  in  this 
State,  settling  on  a  farm  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  J.  A.  Townsend  in  Madison  Township,  where 
they  lived  until  1835.  They  then  disposed  of  that 
property,  and  removed  to  Hillsdale  County,  where 
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Mr.  Foote  died  in  1843.  Mrs.  Foote  survived  the 
death  of  her  husband  forty  years,  dying  in  Adrian 
Township  in  the  year  1883,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years.  They  had  ten  children,  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Sutton  was  the  eldest; 
she  was  born  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  Dec.  18,  1809. 

In  1830  Mr.  kSutton  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
wife  and  one  chihl,  performing  the  entire  journey 
with  horses  and  wagons,  and  occupying  sixteen  days 
to  reach  his  destination.  The}^  settled  in  what  is 
now  the  city  of  Adrian,  where  Mr.  Sutton  bought 
140  acres  of  land.  The  roundhouse  of  the  Lake 
Sli(n*e  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  is  now  located 
on  land  that  once  formed  a  part  of  his  farm.  Mr. 
Sutton  remained  in  Adrian  engaged  in  carpentering, 
and  established  quite  a  flourishing  business.  He 
erected  a  number  of  buildings  not  only  in  the  city 
of  Adrian,  but  he  also  built  nearly  all  the  houses 
between  that  city  and  Deerfield  that  were  erected 
l)rior  to  the  year  1833.  In  1837  he  removed  to 
Hillsdale,  where  he  lived  until  1843,  farming,  and 
also  engaging  at  his  trade.  His  next  move  was  to 
Rome  Township,  this  county,  where  he  remained 
until  1858,  continuing  in  his  former  occupations. 
In  March,  1858,  he  came  to  Dover  Township  and 
bought  about  100  acres  of  land  on  sections  9  and  IG, 
where  he  lias  since  made  his  home.  Mr.  Sutton  has 
made  many  valuable  improvements  on  his  farm; 
he  has  erected  commodious  and  comfortable  build- 
ings, and  his  fertile,  well-tilled  acres  show  evidences 
of  thrift,  industry,  and  intelligent  judgment  on  the 
part  of  the  owner. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sutton,  two  of  whom,  Sarah  A.  and  Julia  A.,  died 
in  infancy.  The  following  is  the  record  of  those 
livuig:  Lois  B.  is  the  wife  of  H.  M.  Hoxter,  and 
Deborah,  of  Jacob  Gam  bee;  Milton  F.  married 
Charlotte  E.  Barkley,  and  lives  in  Hillsdale  County, 
wiiile  Robert  B.  married  Miss  Alice  C.  Pontius,  and 
lives  in  Dover  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  have  long  since  passed  tlie 
golden  mile-stone  which  marked  the  half  century  of 
their  wedded  life.  This  unusuall}^  long  period  of 
wedlock  has  been  productive  of  much  good  and 
l)leasure;  and  the  cares  and  troubles  of  life,  from 
which  no  mortal  is  free,  have  but  served  to 
strengthen  the  tie  thatl)inds  them  together.     Their 


advanced  age  is  attributable  to  the  active,  tem- 
perate lives  that  they  have  led.  They  have  always 
earnestly  striven  by  practice  and  precept  to  uphold 
the  cause  of  religion ;  and  for  upward  of  sixty 
years  they  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Sutton  has 
formerly  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  hopes  to 
cast  his  next  vote  for  Prohibition. 

^p^EORGE  H.  CURTLS  came  to  Michigan  in 
111  ^7  1^51,  and  engaged  in  farming  near  the  city 
^^^1  of  Adrian  in  the  fall  of  1885.  He  served 
in  the  Union  army  as  First  Lieutenant,  and  for  four 
years  was  connected  with  the  United  States  Express 
Company  route  from  Toledo  to  Chicago.  Thence 
he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Rome  Township,  which 
he  operated  until  locating  in  his  present  home. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  born  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y., 
March  23,  1835,  while  his  father,  Elijah,  Jr.,  and  his 
grandfather,  Elijah  Curtis,  Sr.,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut: the  family  is  of  English  descent.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  near 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  in  1760,  and  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  among  the  troops 
raised  by  Benedict  Arnold,  and  was  at  the  siege  of 
Boston  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Upon  the  re- 
organization of  the  army,  he  was  detailed  in  the  Col. 
John  Morgan  Ritlemen,  and  was  with  them  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  the  series  of 
battles  at  Stillwater,  Bemis  Heights,  and  other  places 
resulting  in  the  capture  of  Burgojaie's  army.  After 
this  he  was  transferred  to  the  Southern  States,  and 
was  in  the  battle  of  Cowpens,  S.  C.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  the  Government  granted  every  soldier  a 
section  of  land,  and  he  located  his  in  the  town  of 
(jlalway,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  spent  his  last 
years  at  Saratoga  Springs,  dying  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  acquired  a  comfortable  property. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was  Capt.  Icha- 
bod  Chamberlain,  of  Revolutionary  memory.  Elijah 
^V.  Curtis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  migrated  from 
New  York  to  Michigan  in  1851,  and  located  in 
Adrian,  where  his  death  took  place  a  few  months 
later.     After  the   death  of  his  father,  George  H. 
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continued  with  liis  mother  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  old,  and  was  afterward  employed  in  railroad- 
ing until  sixty-one.  Aftei*  the  outbreak  of  the  late 
war,  he  entered  the  Quartermaster'8  Department  of 
the  army,  and  near  the  close  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  2d  New  Jersey  Infantry,  as  First  Lieutenant. 
He  went  to  Richmond  with  his  company,  and  at  the 
termination  of  the  war,  eight  months  after  ward,  was 
honorably  discharged. 

Mr.  Curtis,  while  a  resident  of  Adrian,  was  mar- 
ried, Feb.  13, 1866,  to  Miss  Harriet  E.,  daughter  of 
William  Dutton,  a  native  of  Lyndeboro,  Hills- 
boro  Co.,  N.  H.,  who  emigrated  to  Michigan  dur- 
ing the  early  settlement  of  Adrian  Township, 
and  accumulating  a  large  fortune,  died  Nov.  30, 
1884.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Curtis  was  formerly 
Miss  Harriet  Thomas,  and  passed  away  July  12, 
1843,  at  her  home  in  Adrian.  Mrs.  Curtis  was  born 
June  15,  1843,  in  Adrian,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  have  been  born  seven  children,  all 
living — Fanny  L.,  Mamie,  William  Wheeler,  George 
Oscar,  James  E.,  ICva  and  Ethel.  The  three  eldest 
of  them  have  been  in  attendance  at  St.  Mary's  and 
Notre  Dame  Colleges,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  whilst  the 
others  attend  the  public  schools  of  Adrian. 

Besides  his  handsome  residence  near  town,  a 
dwelling  finely  finished  and  furnished,  and  an  orna- 
ment to  the  county,  Mr.  Curtis  retains  possession 
of  his  farm,  which  is  operated  by  a  tenant.  He  is  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  community,  one  of  its 
solid  business  men,  and  a  most  reliable  citizen.  He 
commenced  in  life  with  comparatively  little  means, 
but  was  blessed  with  good  judgment,  and  the  resolu- 
tion and  perseverance  which  are  always  necessary  to 
success. 

W.  LOVE.  Few  persons  remain  long  in 
Franklin  Township  without  hearing  some- 
thing of  this  gentleman,  who  has  been 
Supervisor  for  the  last  seven  years.  He 
carries  on  farming  and  stock-raising  quite  exten- 
sively on  section  9,  dealing  principally  in  high-grade 
animals,  embracing  Merino  sheep,  thoroughbred 
Poland-China  hogs,  with  good  horses  and  cattle. 
The  farm  comprises  ninety  acres  of  land  under  fine 
cultivation,   vvitli  modern  buildings,  first-class  ma- 
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chinery,  and  all  the  other  adjuncts  of  the  skillful 
agriculturist. 

Mr.  Love  came  to  this  farm  in  the  spring  of  1862, 
and  has  effected  most  of  the  improvements  upon  it, 
as  it  had  been  but  indifferently  cultivated  and  there 
were  upon  it  no  buildings.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  and  was  born  Oct.  22,  1836,  at  the 
homestead  of  his  father,  Austin  Love,  who  came  to 
Michigan  from  New^  York  in  1834.  The  latter  w^as 
born  in  what  was  then  Barry  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  the  youngest  son  of  William  Love,  whose  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Scotland.  They  emigrated  to 
America,  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Barry 
County,  where  Grandfather  Love  carried  on  farming 
and  spent  his  last  days.  William  Love  passed  his  en- 
tiie  life  in  his  native  county,  and  like  his  father  before 
him  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Clara  A., 
daughter  of  William  Bradley,  who  vvas  married  in 
his  native  county,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1834, 
locating  in  Franklin  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bradley  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
dying  within  a  few  months  of  each  other,  and  both 
being  eighty-two  years  old.  They  were  excellent 
people,  highly  respected,  and  devoted  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  William  Bradley  was 
formerly  a  Democrat,  but  after  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  identified  himself  with 
that  organization. 

Austin  Love  continued  a  resident  of  his  native 
county  until  after  his  marriage  and  the  birth  of 
three  children.  In  the  spring  of  1834  he  disposed 
of  his  interests  in  the  Empire  State,  and  made  his 
way,  via  lake  and  canal,  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan. The  latter  part  of  their  journey  was  effected 
by  means  of  teams,  and  they  located  first  in  Monroe 
County.  From  there  shortly  afterward  they  moved 
into  Franklin  Township,  this  county,  and  the  elder 
Love  secured  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land, 
located  on  sections  21  and  27,  near  what  is  now  the 
old  turnpike.  His  first  residence  was  built  of  logs 
and  covered  with  swamp-elm  bark.  Under  this 
humble  roof  D.  W.  of  our  sketch  was  born.  A  few 
years  later  he  put  up  a  hotel,  where  he  resided  with 
his  family  and  dispensed  hospitality  to  travelers. 
He  conducted  his  house  strictly  upon  the  temper- 
ance plan  and  it  became  a  great  success  financially, 
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and  popular  with  the  people.  About  1840  he 
started  the  town  of  Franklin  Center,  and  erected  a 
residence  there,  where  his  death  took  place  about 
1872.  The  parents  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  mother  survived  her 
husband  nearly  two  years,  dying  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1874,  when  sixty-six  years  of  age. 

I).  W.  Love  was  the  third  son  and  fourth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  received  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  also  became  familiar  with  the 
various  employments  of  the  farm,  upon  which  he 
Inbored  in  summer,  and  when  becoming  of  suitable 
a^e  employed  himself  as  a  teacher  in  the  winter. 
He  was  married,  Sept.  22,  1858,  to  a  maiden  of  his 
own  township,  Miss  Delia  A.  Fisher,  wlio  was  born 
in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  April  15,  1834.  She  re- 
mained the  companion  of  her  husband  only  eight 
short  years,  dying  Nov.  1,  1866,  at  the  homestead 
in  Franklin  Township.  Her  father,  Pliny  Fisher, 
Esq.,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  married  Miss  Lovisa 
(Tates,  of  Pennsylvania.  Soon  afterward  they  came 
to  Michigan,  and  located  in  Franklin  Township, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  be- 
ing quite  aged  at  the  time  of  their  decease.  Mrs. 
Love  continued  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage, 
and  b}^  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Addie  L.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Fremont  Leonard,  a  successful  farmer  of  Rome 
Township;  they  have  three  children — Delia  E., 
Bertha  L.  and  Hiram  W. 

Mr.  Love  was  again  married,  Dec.  '1^^  1868,  to 
Ah's.  Mary  E.  (Smith)  Edwards,  daughter  of  Robert 
nnd  Emeline  (Langdon)  Smith,  and  widow  of 
Charles  Edwards.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried, and  whence  in  early  manhood  he  emigrated  to 
America,  settling  in  this  State.  His  first  wife  died 
a  few  years  later,  and  he  was  then  married  to  Miss 
Langdon,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Love.  They  are  now 
living  on  a,  farm  in  Franklin  Township,  and  by 
their  sterhng  worth  of  character,  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality, have  gathered  around  thetn  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Love  was  born  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship, this  county,  Sept.  24,  1839,  and  in  1857  was 
married  to  Charles  Edwards,  l)y  whom  she  became 
the  mother  of  two  children:    Archie,  born  July  G, 


1858,  and  Libby,  Nov.  19,  1860;  Mr.  Edwards  died 
Jan.  16,  1863.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Love  have  four  chil- 
dren—Flora M.,  Leon  A.,  Lulu  E.  and  Norah  J., 
all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Love,  politi- 
cally, affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  his 
estimable  lady  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  has  officiated  as  High- 
way Commissioner  three  years,  and  occupied  the 
various  other  local  offices,  being  a  gentleman  in 
whom  the  people  have  entire  confidence,  and  pos- 
sessing the  good  judgment  which  enables  him  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  in  a  manner  cred- 
itable to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  the  people. 
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^I^PHRAIM  HALL.  In  1836  what  is  now 
llUj  Deerfield  was  called  ''  Kedzie's  Grove." 
J' — ^  One  evening,  upon  agreement,  three  of  the 
five  heads  of  families  who  made  up  the  most  im- 
portant portion  of  the  population,  met  at  the  post- 
office  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  name  of  the 
hamlet.  On  account  of  the  abundance  of  deer  dur- 
ing its  first  settlement,  Ephraim  Hall  suggested  that 
the  future  name  be  Deerfield,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly changed  to  the  name  by  which  it  has  since  been 
known.  Mr.  Hall  came  to  this  county  in  1836, 
and  first  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  becoming 
junior  member  of  the  mill  firm  of  Clark  &  Hall. 
He  built  and  owned  the  first  dam  and  sawmill  at 
Deerfield,  which  subsequently  became  the  property 
of  Jason  Hemenway.  Three  years  after  embarking 
in  this  venture  he  concluded  to  take  up  farming, 
and  purchased  a  part  of  the  Kedzie  farm  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  where  he  afterward  built  his 
home.  Another  reason  for  his  preference  for  the 
name  of  Deerfield  was,  that  it  reminded  him  of  the 
home  of  relatives  in  Massachusetts  to  whom  he  was 
much  attached. 

Ephraim  Hall  was  born  in  Sudbury,  Rutland  Co., 
Vt.,  Jan.  20,  1810.  His  father,  Abner  Hall,  a  na- 
tive of  Dedham,  Mass.,  was  born  about  1755,  and 
served  first  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revoluti(mary  War 
and  subsequently  as  Captain  in  the  Vermont  Militia. 
He  owned  a  farm  in  Sudbury,  where  his  death  took 
place  in  1841.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  form- 
erly Miss  Mary  Jackson,  of  Newton,  Mass,,  became 
^ — m^ 
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the  wife  of  Capt.  Hall  in  1775,  and  their  family 
included  seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  Ephraim 
being  the  eleventh  child  and  sixth  son.  He  is  the 
only  one  now  living.  Mrs.  Mar\^  Hall  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Sudbury  several  years  before  the  death 
of  her  husband. 

Ephraim  Hall  continued  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State  until  a  young  man  twenty-three  years  of  age 
then  made  his  way  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,, 
landing  in  Detroit  in  May,  1833.  He  erected  the 
first  frame  house  in  the  village  of  Deerfield,  and  was 
foremost  in  many  of  the  enterprises  which  helped 
to  place  the  struggling  hamlet  upon  its  feet  and 
encourage  within  its  limits  the  settlement  of  an 
enterprishig  and  intelligent  class  of  people. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1837,  Ephraim  Hall 
took  to  wife  Miss  Mary  A.  Smith,  one  of  the  play- 
mates of  his  childhood,  and  who  was  also  born  in 
Sudbury,  Vt.,  Dec.  30,  1818.  The  wedding  was 
celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Middle  port, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  young  people  shortly  afterward  set 
out  for  their  new  home  in  this  county.  Mrs.  Hall 
was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Smith,  natives 
respectively  of  Sudbury,  Vt.,  and  Troy,  N.  Y. 
After  marriage  they  removed  to  lioyalton,  in  the 
latter  State,  where  the  death  of  Daniel  Smith  took 
place  in  1871.  His  wife,  Sarah,  died  in  1886,  aged 
ninety-three  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  conmienced  life  in  the  pioneer 
fashion,  laboring  industriously  to  build  up  the  home, 
and  became  the  parents  of  six  children.  Their 
eldest,  Mary  PI,  was  born  Dec.  27,  1838,  and  died 
in  infancy;  Walter  G.,  born  Aug.  9,  1840,  also  died 
in  early  childhood;  Helen  J.  was  born  Sept.  16, 
1841,  and  married  A.  B.  Burnham,  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  who  died  July  24,  1887;  his  family  are  now 
residing  in  Denver,  Col.  Ada  A.  was  born  Oct. 
27,  1845,  became  the  wife  of  Neal  McQuarie,  of 
Deerfield,  and  died  Dec.  12,  1879;  Hervey  G.  was 
born  Dec.  27,  1854,  and  is  a  resident  of  Louisville, 
Ky. ;  Florence  A.  was  born  Aug.  19,  1858,  and  is 
at  home  with  her  father.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Hall  died 
on  the  30th  of  August,  1881,  in  Denver,  Col,  to 
which  place  she  had  journeyed  a  few  weeks  previ- 
ously in  the  hope  of  regaining  her  health.  She  was  a 
lady  of  many  estimable  qualities  and  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  all  who  knew  her, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  became  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Blissfield  about  1858,  and  sub- 
sequently transferred  their  membership  to  Deerfield. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Democrat. 
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\f^  ENRY  H.  'I'ABOR,  a  retired  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Lenawee  County,  by  3^ears 
of  patient  labor,  coupled  with  shrewd  busi- 
ness management,  has  accumulated  suflficient 
means  to  enable  him  to  spend  his  declining  3^ears  in 
the  enjoyment  of  well-earned  leisure.  Mr.  Tabor  was 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  March  29,  1815. 
His  parents,  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Humphrey) 
Tabor,  were  natives  of  New  England,  and  after  their 
marriage  settled  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  on  a 
farm,  although  Mr.  Tabor  was  a  cooper  by  trade. 
They  resided  in  Herkimer  for  several  years,  then 
removed  to  a  farm  in  Wayne  County,  the  same 
State,  and  there  made  their  home  for  some  3^ears. 
There  also  the  mother's  death  took  place.  In  1844 
the  father  removed  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich., 
and  settled  on  a  farm  with  his  youngest  son,  Benja- 
min F.  Tabor,  Jr.,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
his  death,  Ma}^  11,  1857,  aged  eighty-two  years, 
one  month  and  twenty-five  days.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  children,  ^ve  daughtei*s  and  three 
sons,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity ;  they  were 
named  as  follows:  Pamelia,  Sarah  A.,  Gaylord  G., 
Calistia,  Henry  H.,  Elizabeth,  Harriet  and  Benja- 
min, Jr.  Our  subject  is  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  the  family. 

The  youth  of  Henr}^  H.  Tabor  was  passed  in  his 
native  State  in  attendance  at  the  common  schools. 
He  was  early  trained  to  those  habits  of  industry 
and  frugality  which  helped  him  to  attain  prosperity 
in  later  life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to 
Pittsford,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  to  the  tinner's  trade.  He  then  returned  home 
and  actively  engaged  in  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm  for  some  years. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1839,  Mr.  Tabor  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Lucy  B.  Upton,  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Mary  (Marsh)  Upton.  She  was  born  Oct.  28, 
1816,  in  Victor,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.     She  was  care- 
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fully  trained  in  home  duties,  and  received  a  good 
education,  which  enabled  her  to  teach  school.  After 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tabor  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Wayne  County,  where  they  lived  three  years,  or 
until  the  spring  of  1842,  when  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  in  Washtenaw  County,  remaining 
six  months.  They  then  removed  to  Hillsdale 
County  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Wheatland,  where 
they  lived  until  1865.  In  that  year  Mr.  Tabor 
bought  200  acres  of  choice  land  on  sections  26  and 
27,  in  Adrian  Township,  Lenawee  County,  which 
they  moved  upon  and  made  their  home,  and  with 
indomitable  energy  and  perseverance  Mr.  Tabor  at 
once  set  to  work  to  make  this  a  model  farm.  Be- 
sides attending  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  lie 
paid'  great  attention  to  the  rearing  of  choice  blooded 
stock.  In  this  venture  he  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess, and  secured  a  number  of  iirst-class  premiums 
for  his  fine  cattle  at  State  fairs.  In  the  year  1  887 
Mr.  Tabor  retired  from  active  labor,  and  now  makes 
his  home  in  the  city  of  Adrian.  After  retirement 
he  sold  a  part  of  his  farm,  and  rents  the  remaining 
113  acres  to  his.  son. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tabor  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Norman  B. ;  Mary  E.,  who  died 
when  eighteen  months  old;  Adelbert,  who  married 
Ella  Cxunsolus,  and  is  now  deceased,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Lena  M.;  Henry  IL,  Jr.,  residing  on  tlie 
farm.  For  forty-nine  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tabor 
have  shared  life's  joys  and  sorrows  together.  They 
enjoy  the  full  confidence  and  esteem  of  their  neigh- 
bors and  friends.  Mr.  Tabor's  busy  life  has  not 
permitted  him  to  mingle  much  in  public  affairs,  3^et 
betakes  an  interest  in  them,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican. 
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Vf7  0HN  A.  HAWKS,  in  former  years  a  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of 
Adrian  Township,  rested  from  his  earthly 
labors  on  the  31st  of  March,  1865.  He  was 
born  in  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  in  July,  1809,  and 
came  to  the  West  in  1833.  On  the  2d  of  May  of 
that  year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  La- 
vina  Smead,  one  of  the  playmates  of  his  childhood, 
and  born  in  the  same  county,  May  21,  1812.     Mrs. 
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Hawks  is  the  daughter  of  Rufus  Smead,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  emigrated  from  the  Bay  State  to 
Michigan  in  1834,  and  located  with  his  family  near 
the  present  home  of  his  daughter,  where  he  lived 
and  labored  many  years,  and  passed  away  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  The  mother  sur- 
vived her  husband  several  years,  dying  when  nine- 
ty-four years  of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  Aaron 
Hawks,  who  with  his  wife,  came  to  this  section  of 
country  in  1837,  and  died  in  Adrian  Township 
when  sixty  years  of  age.  His  wife  was  married  a 
second  time,  and  lived  to  be  seventy-two  years 
old.  Their  son,  John  A.,  had  preceded  them  to 
Michigan  in  1833,  and  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Adrian  Township,  where  he  put  up  a  log  house 
and  remained  for  a  period  of  twenty-three  years, 
when  he  secured  possession  of  the  farm  which  his 
widow  now  occupies.  He  was  a  man  greatly  re- 
spected by  his  neighbors,  kind  and  hospitable,  and 
one  who  had  scarcel}^  an  enemy  in  the  world.  He 
performed  his  duties  as  a  hu;iband,  father  and  mem- 
ber of  the  conmmnity  in  a  most  praiseworthy  man- 
ner, and  at  his  death  was  universally  mourned. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawks,  five  in 
number,  are  recorded  as  follows:  Erastus  Sheldon, 
Electa  F.,  Frederick  A.,  Alvin  A.,  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  Erastus  S.  was  born  March  9,  1836;  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  early  manhood,  and 
during  the  progress  t)f  the  late  war,  enlisted  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  in  Company  F,  4th  Michigan  Cavalry, 
under  command  of  Capt.  Robbins.  In  the  battle  at 
Lovejoy's  Station  he  received  a  serious  wound, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  his  discharge  in  March, 
1865.  Previous  to  this,  however,  he  had  been 
quite  ill,  and  was  confined  in  the  hospitals  at  Nash- 
ville and  Louisville  eight  months.  Upon  return- 
ing home,  he  resumed  his  labors  on  the  home  farm 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  22^  1887. 
He  was  first  married  to  Miss  Hawley,  of  Rome 
Township,  who  bore  him  two  children — John  H. 
and  Estella  M.— and  died  in  1876.  Sept.  30,  1883^ 
he  married  his  second  wife.  Miss  Jane  J.,  daughter 
of  John  Fleming,  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to 
this  county  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  is  now,  with 
his  estimable  wife,  deceased,  at  the  ages  of  seventy- 
six  and  seventy-one  years  respectively.     Electa  F, 
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Hawks  was  born  April  30,  1838,  and  died  Nov.  1, 
1863;  Frederick  A.  was  born  March  27,  1841,  and 
died  May  27,  1884;  he  also  served  in  the  Union 
army,  being  in  the  same  company  with  his  brother, 
and  mostly  in  the  transportation  service ;  he  escaped 
unharmed,  and  died  at  home  surrounded  by  his 
friends  and  family.  He  had  been  married,  and  his 
wife  had  died  eight  years  previous  to  the  death  of 
her  husband.  Alvin  A.  w^as  born  April  19,  1847, 
and  for  the  last  sixteen  years  has  been  a  resident  of 
Wy om  i ng  Territory. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawks  early  in  life  identified  them- 
selves with  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
the  latter,  with  her  son's  wife,  still  continues  a 
member.  During  the  lifetime  of  her  husband,  Mrs. 
H.  proved  a  worthy  helpmeet  and  \^ompanion,  and 
since  his  decease,  has  endeavored  to  train  her  chil- 
dren to  emulate  his  virtues  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 
Both  the  brothers,  Erastus  and  Frederick,  were  faith- 
ful and  earnest  members  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
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ailDGEMAN  J.  WELLS.  This  name  is 
familiar  to  all  the  old  and  many  of  the 
^||i  younger  residents  of  Franklin  Township, 
being  that  of  a  man  who  came  to  this  section 
of  country  during  its  earliest  settlement,  and  who 
proved  one  of  its  most  efficient  and  praiseworthy 
citizens.  P'or  a  period  of  fifty-two  years  he  has 
gone  in  and  out  among  the  people  of  this  county, 
and  presented  before  them  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation.  As  the  result  of  a  temperate  life  and 
correct  habits,  he  is  of  remarkably  strong  and 
vigorous  constitution,  and  always  ready  to  put  his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  whenever  assistance  is  needed 
in  building  up  the  various  interests  of  the  county, 
to  which  he  gave  his  attention  and  his  affections 
as  being  his  abiding- place  for  over  half  a  century. 
The  early  home  of  Mr.  Wells  was  in  the  town- 
ship of  Richmond,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
birth  took  place  June  16,  1829.  His  father,  James 
B.  Wells,  was  the  son  of  Cyrus  Wells,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Vermont  and  was  of  New  En- 
gland ancestry.  His  parents  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  where 


the  father  met  his  death  at  the  hands  of  an  Indian, 
who  shot  him.  Cyrus  Wells  married  a  lady  of  Rut- 
land County,  and  followed  his  trade  of  carpenter  in 
his  native  State  until  after  the  birth  of  several  chil- 
dren, of  whom  James  B.  was  the  second.  The 
family  then  removed  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
locating  in  Richmond  Township  when  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  soil  had  been  disturbed  by  the  plow- 
share. Here  Cj^'us  Wells  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  after  he  had 
arrived  at  an  advanced  age.  The  mother  subse- 
quently came  to  this  State,  and  died  at  tlie  home  of 
her  son  James  B.,  in  Franklin  Township,  being  also 
quite  aged. 

James  B.  Wells  was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Yt., 
Sept.  21,  1798,  and  when  a  young  man  I'emoved 
with  his  father's  family  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  married,  Jan.  24,  1822,  in  Richmond  Town- 
ship, that  county,  to  Miss  Sally  Harmon,  Rev. 
Warren  Day,  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  officiating.  Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  Rich- 
mond Township,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1799,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  She  remained  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage  and  the  young  peo- 
ple located  in  Richmond  Township,  where  they  re- 
mained until  after  the  birth  of  eight  children. 
These  were  named  respectively:  L.  C,  Emily  G., 
Mehitabel  D.,  Loam  is,  Bridgeman  J.,  Elizabeth  L., 
Nathaniel  H.,  and  Cyrus,  who  died  when  an  infant. 
After  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  this  county  five 
more  children  were  added  to  the  household,  namely  : 
Cyrus  W.,  Julia  H.,  James  B.,  Amelia  B.  and  Samuel 
P. ;  eight  of  the  thirteen  children  are  yet  living,  and 
residents  mostly  of  this  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  landed  with  his  family 
in  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1 835,  and  took  up 
a  tract  mostly  of  wild  land  in  Franklin  Township. 
They  all  labored  after  the  fashion  of  the  people  of 
those  days,  putting  forth  their  most  strenuous  ef- 
forts in  order  to  cultivate  the  soil  and  build  up  a 
comfortable  homestead.  James  B.  Wells,  Sr.,  was 
a  man  of  excellent  judgment  and  forethought,  and 
was  greatly  x>rospered  in  his  labors.  As  time  passed 
on  he  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  land  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  600  acres  lying  in  one  body 
in  Franklin  and  Tecumseh  Townships.  Here  he 
continued  until  resting   from   his   earthly    labors, 
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Dec.  16, 1864.  The  wife  and  mother,  who  had 
been  in  all  respects  the  suitable  companion  of  her 
husband,  survived  him  seven  years,  her  death 
taking  place  at  the  homestead  Sept.  8,  1871.  The 
parents  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  old-school 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  some  years  before  their 
death  had  identified  themselves  with  the  Congrega- 
tionalists.  The  stern  and  sturdy  traits  of  their  New 
England  ancestry  had  been  transmitted  to  them  in 
M  marked  degree,  and  they  reared  their  children  in 
a  manner  strongly  similar  to  the  stern  precepts  of 
the  old  Puritans.  They  adhered  strictly  to  tem- 
perance principles,  and  ever  advocated  that  high 
morality  which  is  the  basis  of  all  true  citizenship, 
and  without  which  the  fabric  of  a  commimity  is 
liable  at  any  time  to  degenerate  into  something 
more  unworthy.  James  B.  Wells,  politically,  was 
in  early  life  a  Whig,  but  upon  the  abandonment  of 
the  old  party  allied  himself  with  the  Republicans, 
Avhose  principles  he  advocated  and  supported  with 
all  the  strength  of  his  convictions.  He  took  con- 
siderable interest  in  local  politics  and  was  a  man 
whose  opinion  was  generally  respected.  During 
the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  he  had  suffered  much 
from  asthma.  He  officiated  as  Deacon  in  his  church 
and  was  numbered  among  its  most  cheerful  and  lib- 
eral supporters. 

L.  C.  Wells,  the  eldest  brother  of  our  subject, 
married  Miss  Clara  R.  Allen,  and  is  farming  in 
Franklin  Township.  Emily  G.  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Estarbrook,  and  died  Oct.  13,  1859,  at  Ypsi- 
lanti,  Mich. ;  Mr.  E.  is  now  President  of  Albion 
College  and  State  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Me- 
hitabel  is  the  wife  of  Robert  C.  McCollum,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Franklin  Township;  Nathaniel  H. 
married  Miss  Sarah  Hemphill,  and  is  connected  with 
the  management  of  a  college  at  Manchester;  Loom  is 
married  Miss  Emily  C.  Gregg  and  died  Jan.  12, 
1860;  his  widow  is  a  resident  of  Ypsilanti.  Amelia 
B.  is  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Reed,  who  is  farming  in 
Richmond  Township,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
man  of  considerable  property,  while  James  B.,  Jr., 
married  Miss  Addie  M.  Vandemark,  and  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  largely  interested  in  real 
estate;  Cyrus  W.  married  Miss  Mattie  C.  Howard, 
of  Kewanee,  111.,  and  is  a  successful  dealer  in  real 
estate  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.     Besides  Cyrus  (Ist)^ 
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who  died  in  infancy,  Elizabeth  died  at  the  home  of 
her  parents,  Aug.  5,  1850,  when  an  interesting 
young  lady  of  nineteen  years.  Samuel  P.  married 
Grace  A.  E.  Marshall,  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  Jan. 
11,  1872;  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Our  subject  spent  his  time  after  tlie  i^ianner  of 
most  sons  of  pioneer  farmers,  receiving  a  limited 
education  and  making  himself  useful  about  the 
homestead  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  married, 
in  Tecumseh  Township,  April  16,  1856,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth M.  Owen,  a  native  of  Clinton,  this  county, 
where  she  was  born  May  23,  1837.  The  wedding 
took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Clinton 
Township,  Rev.  J.  S.  Estarbrook  officiating.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  A.  (King) 
Owen,  of  Herkimer  Cotmty,  N.  Y.,  and  Hartford, 
Conn.,  respectively,  who  came  to  Michigan  when 
young,  and  were  married  in  Clinton,  in  July,  1836. 
Their  first  home  was  in  a  log  cabin  on  an  unbroken 
tract  of  land,  and  they  took  up  the  battle  of  life 
witli  the  same  courage  that  actuated  the  people 
around  them,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  years 
found  themselves  in  possession  of  a  comfortable 
home.  The  liousehold  circle  was  completed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Wells  was  the 
elder;  her  brother,  Henry  C,  is  farming  in  Clinton 
Township.  The  parents  continued  upon  the  farm 
which  the  father  had  built  up  from  the  wilderness 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  Aug.  1,  1880, 
when  he  was  seventy -six  years  of  age,  lie  having 
been  born  March  17,  1804.  The  mother,  who  was 
born  July  1 2,  1 807,  survived  her  husband  a  few  days 
over  a  year,  her  death  occurring  Aug.  17,  1881. 
They,  like  the  Wells  family,  were  Congregational- 
ists  at  the  time  of  their  death,  and  the  father,  for- 
merly a  Whig,  subsequently  identified  himself  with 
the  Republican  party. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  carefully  reared,  re- 
ceived a  gx>od  education,  and  employed  herself  as  a 
teacher  some  time  before  her  marriage.  Soon  after- 
wiu'd  they  located  upon  their  present  homestead,  and 
in  due  time  became  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Ella 
K.,  who  is  the  only  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.,  like 
their  respective  parents,  are  proniinently  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church,  attending  services 
at  Clinton,  where  our  subject  has  been  a  leader  of 
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the  choir  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years.  Polit- 
ically, as  may  be  supposed,  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
Mean.  The  farm  of  Mr.  Wells  includes  eighty -five 
acres  of  choice  land  with  a  neat  and  substantial 
residence  and  other  o^ood  buildings. 


4 


Vi^RKDERICK  W.  WICK  WIRE.  The  men- 
— ](g)  tion  of  this  name  invariably  recalls  among 
S  the  old  settlers  of  Lenawee  County  many 
thrilling  incidents  of  the  days  that  are  past  and 
gone.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  then  a  young 
man,  and  had  made  a  long  journey  with  his  newly 
wedded  and  courageous  wife  from  Litchfield,  Conn., 
to  the  wilds  of  Michigan  Territory.  Here  he  acted 
well  his  part  in  reclaiming  from  the  ^'  forest  prime- 
val "  those  homesteads  which  have  become  the  pride 
of  their  owners  and  the  admiration  of  the  passer-by. 
On  the  23d  of  December,  1887,  he  sank  under  his 
burden  of  fourscore  years,  and  was  laid  to  his  final 
rest. 

On  their  journey  to  this  State,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wickwire  made  the  first  100  miles  by  team  from 
their  home  to  the  city  of  Albany,  and  from  there  by 
canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  the  old  boat  "  William 
Penn "  to  Detroit,  at  which  they  arrived  in  the 
night.  The  wife  was  then  worn  out  with  illness  and 
fatigue,  and  they  tarried  six  days  for  her  to  recuper- 
ate, and  upon  again  setting  out  she  took  a  stage  to 
Tecumseh.  Mr.  W.  purchased  a  3^oke  of  oxen  in 
Toledo,  by  which  means  their  personal  effects, 
packed  in  two  casks,  were  conveyed  in  a  small  wagon 
which  they  had  shipped  from  their  home  in  New 
York.  They  finally  landed  in  Raisin  Township, 
where  Mr.  Wickwire  purchased  forty  acres  of  wild 
land  in  the  woods,  and  they  there  began  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  home  which  they  occupied  for  a 
period  of  fifty -six  years. 

Mr.  Wickwire,  upon  leaving  Connecticut,  had  a 
capital  of  1800  and  of  this,  after  they  had  com- 
pleted their  journey  and  made  their  investment  in 
land,  there  was  but  very  little  left.  The  wife  of 
our  subject,  although  (jomparatively  young  in  years, 
had  already  given  evidence  of  being  a  mostremark- 


able  woman.  She  possessed  great  force  of  character, 
a  resolute  will  and  a  splendid  constitution,  and  in  all 
the  undertakings  of  her  husband  was  his  mai-nstaj^ 
and  wise  counselor.  She  encouraged  him  in  the  midst 
of  difficulties  that  would  have  dismayed  tiie  most 
stout-hearted,  and  held  up  his  hands  in  his  efforts  at 
clearing  the  wilderness  and  preparing  the  soil  for 
cultivation.  When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wickwire  came  to 
this  county,  the  settlers  were  few  and  far  between, 
and  each  man  was  dependent  upon  his  own  resources. 
There  was  no  dwelling  ready  for  their  reception, 
not  even  the  rudest  cabin  of  those  times,  and  Mr. 
W.  was  compelled  to  put  up  their  first  shelter  in  the 
best  manner  possible,  with  indifferent  tools,  and  in 
the  erection  of  which  his  wife  proved,  as  usual,  an 
able  assistant.  This,  as  ma}^  be  supposed,  was  a 
very  rude  structure,  being  simply  a  hut  with  a  mud 
and  stick  chimney.  Mrs.  Wickwire  the  first  year 
did  her  cooking  by  the  side  of  a  stump  and  after- 
wai'd  by  a  fireplace  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Although  there  was  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
bread-stuff's  when  they  first  came  to  this  county, 
our  subject  and  his  wife  were  alwaj^s  supplied  with 
rare  wild  meats  in  the  shape  of  deer,  turkeys  and 
other  choice  game,  which  roamed  unrestrained 
through  the  forest.  Mr.  W.  was  fairly  prospered 
in  his  first  efforts  at  tilling  the  soil,  and  in  ISo.*) 
purchased  eighty  acres  additional  on  section  34, 
adjoining  his  first  possessions,  and  which  was  of  the 
same  quality  of  land,  being  an  unbroken  forest.  In 
1838,  having  made  still  further  headway,  he  added 
to  his  possessions  until  he  became  the  owner  of  154 
acres,  100  of  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

The  Wickwires  advanced  steadily,  financially,  un- 
til the  breaking  up  of  the  ^'  wild-cat "  banks,  which 
practically  left  them  stranded  and  distressed  like* 
scores  of  their  neighbors.  The  pioneers,  however, 
were  always  ready  for  an  emergency,  and  our  sul)- 
ject,  like  his  neighbors,  did  not  allow  this  calamity  to 
discourage  him,  but  in  due  time  vvas  on  the  old  foot- 
ing. The  scenes  and  incidents  which  transpired 
during  the  first  twent}^  years  of  their  residence  in 
this  county,  as  related  by  Mrs.  W.  in  her  quaint 
and  interesting  style,  would  make  a  good-sized 
volume.  This  Indy  possesses  a  remarkable  memory 
and  is  gifted   by    nature  with    fine  conversational 


«##^«-^ 


f 


-m-^*- 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


259 


i 


powers,  being  ennbled  to  [nuut  in  the  most  vivid 
colors  the  experiences  of  herself  and  her  family 
during  those  trying  times. 

Frederick  W.  Wickwire  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  March  7,  1807,  and  is  the  son  of  Grant 
Wickwire,  who  was  born  in  Colchester,  that  State. 
The  latter  settled  in  Litchfield  County  in  1788, 
where  he  became  possessor  of  a  fine  farm  and  was 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  that  section.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  all  through  the  Revolutionary 
War,  engaging  in  most  of  the  important  battles  of 
that  great  struggle,  and  for  his  services  received  a 
pension  from  the  Goverment.  He  married,  in  1  789, 
Miss  Sarah  Throop,  and  became  the  father  of  thir- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  lived  to  be  men  and 
women.  He  died  in  Connecticut  in  1847,  and  his 
wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  had  died  twent}^- 
six  years  before,  in  1821. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  remained  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  until  reaching  his  majority.  He 
then  worked  his  father's  farm  on  shares  until  the 
spring  of  1832,  soon  afterward  starting  for  the 
West.  In  the  meantime,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1830, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  A.,  daughter  of 
David  C.  and  Rebecca  (Reynolds)  King,  of  Litch- 
field, Coim.  Their  eldest  child,  Charlotte  M.,  w^as 
born  in  Litchfield,  Jan.  2,  1831,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Edwin  S.  Mudgett,  a  lawyer  of  Vallejo,  Cal. 
After  coming  to  this  county  the  little  household 
was  increased  by  the  birth  of  four  more  children: 
Henry  G.  was  born  in  Raisin  Township,  Sept.  25, 
1832,  and  is  now  farming  near  Duvall's  Bluff,  Ark.; 
Mary  E.  was  born  March  5,  1835,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Homer  E.  Wilson,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Raisin 
Township;  William  K.  was  born  June  14,  1838, 
and  is  farming  in  Hudson  Township;  Susan  J.  was 
born  Feb.  11,  1847,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  W. 
Niles,  a  merchant  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Susan  A.  Wickwire  was  born  in  Bethlehem, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  w^hich  was  also  the  birthplace 
of  her  parents.  David  C.  King,  her  father,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  soon  after  its 
close;  the  mother  survived  several  years,  her  death 
taking  place  in  1821.  The  King  family  was  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  New  England  as 
one  combining  all  the  essential  qualities  of   good 


citizenship.  They  were  uniformly  i)eople  of  means 
and  standing,  well  educated,  public-spirited,  and  in 
all  respects  reputable  citizens.  The  family  is  of 
English  ancestry,  and  the  first  representatives  came 
to  this  country  in  the  Colonial  days.  Mrs.  Wick- 
wire has  inherited  largely  the  qualities  of  her  fam- 
ily, and  her  name  is  familiar  in  a  large  proportion  of 
the  households  of  Lenawee  County,  where  she  is 
known  for  her  kindly  deeds  during  a  long  and  act- 
ive life.  Although  now  quite  well  advanced  in 
years,  her  days  of  usefulness  are  by  no  means  over, 
and  her  counsels  are  still  sought  among  her  friends 
as  those  of  a  woman  of  rich  experience,  who  has 
made  good  use  of  her  opportunities  and  learned 
w^ell  the  lesson  of  life. 

^f  AMES  FARRAR,  who  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  has  been  engaged  in  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  pursuits,  is  now  the  owner  of 
valuable  property,  and  is  living  in  a  pleasant 
home  at  Adrian.  His  childhood  and  youth  were 
spent  among  the  New  Hampshire  hills,  where  his 
birth  took  place  in  Troy,  Cheshire  County,  on  the 
21)th  of  June,  1820.  His  father,  Daniel  Farrar  by 
name,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Granite  State, 
and  was  born  in  November,  1783.  He  married  in 
early  manhood  Miss  Sena  Mellen,  of  Fitzwilliam, 
N.  H.,  and  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Mellen,  who  was 
of  English  birth  and  parentage.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  journeyed  to  the  vicinity  of  Troy,  Ches- 
hire Co.,  N.  H.,  and  located  upon  a  farm,  upon 
which  they  brought  about  excellent  improvements 
and  which  remained  their  home  the  balance  of  their 
days.  Here  their  children,  seven  in  number,  were 
born  and  reared,  and  included  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  six  lived  to  mature  years. 

James  Farrar  was  the  sixth  child  of  his  parents 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools,  which  he  attended  during  the  winter  season 
until  eighteen  years  of  age.  Then,  like  many  other 
young  people  brought  up  in  the  country,  he  became 
anxious  to  make  the  experiment  of  life  in  the  town  ^ 
and  accordingly  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods 
store  in  Boston.  He  found,  however,  that  ''there 
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is  no  place  like  home,"  and  a  few  months  found  him 
on  the  old   stamping  grounds.     His   next  venture 
was  nearer  home,  where  he  entered  a  store  at  Fitz- 
williara,  but  a  year  later  he   repaired  once  more  to 
Massachusetts  and  became  clerk  for  a  firm  at  Roy- 
alston.     After  two  or  three  more   changes  he  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  a  firm  by  which  he  had  been 
employed,    and    in  company   w^th    a   partner,    Mr. 
Damon,  carried  on  general  merchandising,  and   had 
a  large    trade,  especially  in   wooden  ware.     At  the 
end  of  two  years  tliey  sold  out,  and  coming  to  Mich- 
igan in  1853,  they  located  in   Adrian,  and  opening   \ 
up  a  stock  of  dry-goods,  and  a   branch  boot  and    | 
shoe  store  conducted  by  a  brother  of  Mr.   Damon,    I 
operated  together  five  more   years.     In  1855   Mr.    : 
Farrar  erected  a  nice  residence  on  the  corner  of  Main    [ 
and  Merrit  streets,   which   he   occupied  as  a  home    \ 
for  thirteen  years.     Mr.  Damon  continued  the  dry-    ; 
goods  business  and  Mr.  Farrar,  in  1860,  purchased 
part  of  the   hardware   business  of   H.   J.    Buck,  in 
which  trade  he  continued  ten  years. 

In  1868-69  Mr.  Farrar  and  Mr.  Damon  erected  a  : 
fine  double  residence  on  Maumee  street,  and  in 
1870  Mr.  Farrar  sold  out  his  interest  with  Mr.  Buck 
and  purchased  what  was  known  as  the  Loom  is 
machine-shops  on  South  Winter  street,  and  in  part- 
nership with  John  Dodge  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  blacksmith  and  foundry  supplies,  giving 
employment  sometimes  to  fortj-five  men.  The  | 
buildings  include  a  general  machine-shop  and  a  j 
pattern  and  molding  room.  This  work  was  carried 
on  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  when  Mr.  Farrar  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  his  partner,  a  part  of  which 
he  transferred  to  Messrs.  McKenzie  and  Knapp,  and 
the  three  continued  in  business  together  several 
years,  in  the  meantime  adding  to  their  operations 
the  manufacture  of  brick  tile,  machine  and  clay 
crushers.  In  1883  the  works  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  the  firm  then  purchased  a  piece  of  ground 
and  put  up  the  buildings  now  occupied  by  McKin- 
sey,  Knapp  &  Co.  Mr.  Farrar  the  year  following, 
considering  that  he  had  been  in  the  harness  long 
enough,  sold  out  his  interest  to  William  Humphrey, 
and  since  that  time  has  lived  retired  from  active 
business.  In  1884  he  invested  a  portion  of  his 
surplus  capital  in  what  is  known  as  the  Armory 
Block,  which  occupies  the  old  site  of  their  factor3\ 


This  building  is  60x75  feet  in  area,  constructed  of 
brick,  and  three  stories  in  height,  besides  a  base- 
ment. It  is  employed  by  various  business  firms 
and  yields  to  its  owner  a  handsome  income  in 
rentals. 

Mr.  Farrar  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Clara  Brown  on  New  Year's  Day,  1852.  Mrs. 
Farrar  is  a  native  of  Warwick,  Mass.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Russell  and  Clara  Brown,  who  were 
also  born  in  the  Bay  State.  The  father  spent  his 
last  years  in  Warwick,  and  the  mother  is  now  living 
with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Farrar  after  their  marriage  located  in  a  modest 
home  at  Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.,  and  always  made  it  a 
point  to  live  within  their  income.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  daughters,  of  whom  two  died 
in  infancy.  Their  only  living  child,  Ida  R.,  is  the 
wife  of  T.  M.  McFarland,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  at  Cambridge,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farrar  occupy  a  handsome  and 
comfortable  dwelling  on  Maumee  street,  and  are 
held  in  the  highest  respect  by  the  friends  who  have 
known  them  so  lons"  and  well. 


^ETER  B.  SUTFIN  is  a  native-born  citizen 
of  Clinton  Township,  this  county,  his  birth 
occurring  here  Sept.  18,  1845.  Here  the 
years  of  his  boyhood  were  passed,  and  here, 
since  he  grew  to  manhood,  he  has  followed  the  vo- 
cation of  a  farmer,  and  has  by  diligence,  energy 
and  shrewd  management,  prosecuted  it  to  a  success- 
ful issue.  His  farm  of  172  acres  is  in  fine  condi- 
tion, yielding  abundant  harvests,  and  is  supplied 
with  first-class  buildings. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  William 
Sutfin,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  there  married  Almira  Bennett,  also  a 
native  of  that  State.  The}^  came  to  Michigan 
about  the  year  1832,  and  located  in  an  unsettled 
part  of  this  county,  where  there  were  no  roads  but 
the  trails  of  Indians.  Mr.  Sutfin,  with  the  aid  of 
his  good  wife,  accomplished  the  hard  task  of  im- 
proving a  farm  in  the  wilderness.  They  were  good, 
intelligent  and  energetic  citizens,  occupying  a  warm 
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place  in  the  hearts  of  the  early  pioneers,  whom 
they  were  ever  ready  to  help  in  time  of  trouble. 
The  mother  died  in  this  townshi]),  and  the  fathei'  in 
California. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  but  two  of  the  uine 
children  born  to  his  parents,  three  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  He  was  reared  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his 
parents,  receiving  from  them  the  thorough  training 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm  which  has  since  made 
him  successful  in  life.  In  1872  he  established  a 
home  for  himself,  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Service  on  the  28d  of  June.  His  wife  is,  like  him- 
self, a  native  of  Clinton  Township,  where  she  was 
))orn  Aug.  20,  1852.  She  is  the  youngest  child  of 
David  and  Margaret  (Gamble)  Service,  natives  of 
(iroveland  Township,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  wei'e  reared  and  married.  They  afterward 
came  to  Michigan  in  1882,  and  located  on  Govern- 
ment land  on  section  2,  Clinton  Township,  which 
was  then  Tecumseh.  Mr.  Service  improved  a  large 
farm  embracing  nearly  a  section  of  land,  and  made 
it  his  home  until  his  death,  June  20,  1867,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine.  He  was  an  energetic,  thrifty 
man,  and  his  efforts  to  build  up  a  home  in  the  for- 
est of  Michigan  met  with  success.  His  good  wife, 
now  seventy-five  years  of  age,  is  living  with  her 
daughter,  Ann  Gragg,  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Clinton  Township.  Mrs.  Sutfin  was  trained  to  hab- 
its of  industry  and  economy  by  her  good  parents, 
and  is  a  woman  of  much  force  of  character  and 
capability.  She  is  a  wise  manager,  and  looks  well 
to  the  w^ays  of  her  household,  and  to  her  valuable 
assistance  Mr.  Sutlln  is  greatly  indebted  in  his  ef- 
forts to  establish  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home; 
she  owns  ninety -tw^o  acres  of  land  in  her  own  right. 

Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutfin  have 
lived  on  the  farm  which  they  now  occupy,  and  have 
become  the  parents  of  three  children — Bertha  M., 
Ina  M.  and  Iva  M.  Mr.  Sutfin  is  a  leading  Demo- 
crat of  this  place,  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  pub- 
lic and  political  affairs. 


r^RANKLlN  OSBORN,   a   representative    of 

\r^,  the  well-known  family  of  that  name  in  this 

i\         county,  for  many  years  carried  on  farming 

successfully  in  Franklin  Township,  and   was  num- 


bered among  its  most  reliable  and  substantial  citi- 
zens. He  was  a  native  of  Ovid,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  took  place  Aug.  16,  1820.  His 
father,  James  Osborn,  a  native  of  Colerain,  Mass., 
was  of  New  England  parentage,  and  in  his  youth 
emigrated  to  the  Empire  State,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Betsey  Longcore,  the  wedding  taking 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Seneca  County. 
Mrs.  Osborn  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  as  were 
also  her  parents,  but  when  slie  was  only  an  infant 
they  removed  to  New  York  and  settled  in  Seneca 
County,  where  they  remained  until  after  her  mar- 
riage, then,  with  their  newdy  made  son-in-law,  they 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship, this  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn,  the  paternal  grandparents 
of  our  subject,  only  lived  about  ten  years  after 
coming  to  this  State,  the  death  of  both  taking 
place  in  Franklin  Township,  when  they  were  quite 
well  advanced  in  years.  Our  subject  had  been 
reared  to  farming  pursuits,  and  remained  a  resident 
of  his  native  State  until  after  his  marriage.  This 
interesting  change  in  his  life  occurred  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1845,  his  bride  being  Miss  Alice  D.,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Isabelle  (Clayton)  Grove,  who 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  New  Jersey. 
They  remained  in  their  native  State  until  after  the 
birth  of  their  children,  then  became  residents  of 
Ovid,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.  There  the  wife  of  our 
subject  was  born  March  24,  1820.  The  parents 
remained  residents  of  New  York  until  their  de- 
cease, the  mother  dying  in  1  863,  and  the  father  ten 
years  later. 

Franklin  Osborn  and  his  wife  migrated  to  Michi- 
gan in  the  spring  of  1845,  taking  up  their  residence 
in  Franklin  Township  about  the  middle  of  April. 
Here  he  carried  on  farming,  and  lived  until  the 
winter  of  1876,  when  in  the  month  of  December  he 
set  out  on  a  journey  to  New  York,  and  was  one  of 
the  victims  in  the  terrible  railroad  disaster  near 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  where  a  train  of  eleven  cars  went 
through  a  bridge,  and  a  large  number  of  people 
were  either  killed  outright  or  met  their  death  by 
burning.  The  body  of  Richard  Osborn,  a  brother, 
was  never  recovered,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been 
entirely  destroyed.  Franklin  Osborn  was  with  him, 
and  just  escaped  with  his  life,  being  terribly  man- 
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gled,  and  receiving  such  a  shock  to  his  system  that 
he  never  fully  recovered,  and  died  Feb.  6,  1881. 
The  wife  still  resides  on  the  old  home.  The  fam- 
ily consists  of  five  children,  of  whom  only  one 
daughter  remains  at  home. 


^^  OHN  VAN  YLEET.  The  Van  Vleet  family 
came  originally  from  Holland  and  settled  in 
New  Jersey,  w  here  in  time  there  grew  up  a 
large  number  of  representatives  who  were 
uniformly  noted  for  their  excellent  qualities  as  citi- 
zens and  business  men.  One  generation  after  an- 
other came  into  existence  and  passed  away,  occupy- 
ing homesteads  mostly  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
until  the  early  development  of  the  great  West  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  New  Englanders,  and 
sent  many  abroad  to  discover  for  themselves  what 
lay  beyond  in  the  new  countr}^  Among  these  was 
Peter  Van  Vleet,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  came 
to  Macon  Township,  this  county,  in  the  spring  of 
1832. 

Peter  Van  Vleet,  like  the  majority  of  the  ad- 
venturous emigrants  of  those  days,  had  started  out 
with  little  means,  trusting  to  his  strong  hands  and 
resolute  disposition  to  carve  his  fortune  from  the 
undeveloped  soil,  and  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
months  was  obliged  to  content  himself  with  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farm  laborer.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land  on  section  31,  in 
Ridge  way  Tow^nship,  and  from  that  humble  begin- 
ning in  the  wilderness  of  Lenawee  County  there 
sprang  the  foundations  of  the  present  valuable  and 
comfortable  homestead  now  occupied  by  his  son 
John,  our  subject. 

The  parents  of  Peter  Van  Vleet,  in  the  early 
years  of  their  married  life,  left  their  native  State  of 
New  Jersey,  and  settled  in  the  wilds  of  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.  There  they  reared  a  large  family  of 
children,  of  whom  Peter  P.  was  the  fifth  child  and 
son,  there  being  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  become  men  and  women.  Peter 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Seneca  County,  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Lois  Swarthout,  who  was  born 
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and  reared  not  far  from  the  home  of    her  husband. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  them  before  their  im- 
migration to  this  part  of  the  country.     They  made 
I   the  journey  in  a  slow  and  tedious  manner,  via  canal 
I   and  lake  to    Detroit  and  from  there    overland  by 
!   horse  or  ox  teams.     The  father  first  took  up    320 
I   acres  of  land  in  Macon  Township,  and' thence  re- 
moved to  Ridge  way  Township,  in  1834.     The  loca- 
ti(m  of  his  land  in  this  towaiship  pleased  him  much 
better  than  that  of  the  first,  and  he  was  content   to 
remain,  and  give  his  best  efforts  to  the  building  up 
of  a  homestead.     He  w^as  permitted  to    realize  his 
hopes  and  here  spent  his  declining  years  in    ease 
and  comfort,  passing  away  on  the  31st  of  June,  1 879. 
The  mother  followed  her  husband  a  few  days  later, 
her  death  taking  place  in    July  of   the  same  year. 
They  were  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  Peter  Van  Vleet   had 
been  quite  prominent  in  township  affairs,  serving  as 
i   the  first  Road  Commissioner  and  discharging  credit- 
ably the  duties  of  the  various  other   local   offices. 
He  laid  out  the  old  Ridge  road,  and   was  promi- 
nently identified  with  most  of  the  early  institutions 
of  the  kind. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
thirteen  children,  seven  sons  and  six  daughters,  of 
whom  John  was  next  to  the  youngest.  With  the 
exception  of  one  son,  the}'-  are  all  living  and  num- 
bered among  the  most  reputable  citizens  of  Lena- 
w^ee  County.  John,  in  common  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  and 
at  an  early  age  began  to  make  himself  useful  about 
the  homestead.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  fully 
understood  the  art  of  successfully  managing  a  farm, 
and  continued  in  single  blessedness  until  Dec.  12, 
1867,  when  he  was  married,  in  Rome  Township,  to 
Miss  Sarah  1.  Luce,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
Feb.  9,  1843.  Her  parents,  Samuel  H.  and  Eliza 
(Peebles)  Luce,  were  natives  of  New  York  State, 
and  married  in  Onondaga  County.  After  the  birth 
of  one  child  they  came,  in  1837,  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  the  wilderness  of  Rome  Township. 
Their  efforts  at  building  up  a  home  were  crowned 
with  success,  and  after  years  of  persevering  indus- 
try they  were  enabled  to  pass  their  last  days  in  ease 
and  comfort.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in 
September,  1862,  and  the  father  survived  until  the 
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1st  of  Mjij,  1886.  He  was  a  Universal ist,  relig- 
iously, and  during  his  later  life  a  stanch  member  of 
the  Republican  party. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  woman- 
hood in  Rome  Township,  and  made  the  most  of  her 
advantages  in  the  district  schools,  developing  into 
an  intelligent  young  lady  of  sound,  practical  com- 
mon sense,  and  one  destined  for  much  usefulness. 
She  is  the  mother  of  one  child  only,  a  son,  elared, 
who,  when  not  attending  school  in  Tecumseh  assists 
in  the  labors  on  the  farm.  Our  subject,  besides  the 
property  which  he  occupies,  owns  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  Ridge  way  Township,  and  forty-five  in  ]\Ia- 
con  Township.  The  family  residence  is  a  shapely 
and  convenient  structure  and  the  other  buildings 
fulfill  all  the  requirements  of  the  modern  agricultur- 
ist. Mr.  Van  V.  has  for  some  years  officiated  as 
School  Director,  and  politically,  is  a  solid  Dem- 
ocrat. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Peter 
Van  Vleet,  Jr.,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  New 
flersey,  during  his  early  manhood  served  as  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  after  the  Colonists  had 
established  their  independence,  he  left  his  native 
State  for  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  the 
balance  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
He  had  married  Miss  Mar}^  Blue,  who  was  also  born 
in  New  Jersey,  and  who  died  in  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  at  an  advanced  age. 


/^  OL.  HARRISON  H.  JEFFORDS  was  born 
(((  r  "^  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  21,1834, 
^^/  and  came  with  his  father  to  Michigan  when 
a  youth  of  seventeen  years  of  age.  Upon  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army,  and  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  in  a  hand- 
to-hand  encounter  with  a  company  of  rebel  infantry, 
was  overpowered  by  superior  numbers,  and  re- 
(;eived  injuries  which  terminated  fatally  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  July  8,  1863. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Solomon  Jeffords,  was 
also  a  native  of  Monroe  Connty,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
emigrated  as  before  stated  to  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan, and  located  with  his  family  in  Washtenaw 
County.     The  son,  Harrison  H.,  after  a  brief  time 


spent  in  the  common  branches  of  study,  entered  the 
Union  School  of  his  native  town,  and  in  the  mean- 
time lived  at  the  homestead  in  Monroe  County. 
After  the  removal  of  the  family  to  this  State  he  en- 
tered the  law  department  of  Michigan  University 
at  Ann  Arbor,  which  was  then  imder  the  supervis- 
ion of  Judge  Cooley.  He  was  graduated  with 
honors  in  1861,  and  on  the  24th  of  March  following 
opened  a  law  oflfice  at  Dexter,  Washtenaw  County, 
and  had  just  inaugurated  a  successful  practice  when 
the  attack  upon  Ft.  Sumter  compelled  a  call  to 
arms.  Young  Jeffords  was  one  of  the  first  to  re- 
spond, enlisting  upon  the  4th  of  May  in  the  4th 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  being  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K,  which  he  assisted  to  organize. 

Before  the  compan}^  moved  to  the  front,  our 
subject  was  elected  First  Lieutenant,  and  was  mus- 
tered under  command  of  Capt.  John  Randolph  on 
the  25th  of  June  following.  The  regiment  was  or- 
dered to  Washington,  and  the  young  Lieutenant 
assisted  his  Captain  in  leading  the  company  in  the 
engagements  at  Bull  Run,  Gainesville  and  Harrison's 
Landing.  On  account  of  his  bravery  in  these 
charges  he  was  promoted  Captain  of  Company  D, 
in  the  same  regiment,  and  subsequently  received 
the  commission  of  Colonel.  He  was  afterward  pres- 
ent at  Antietam,  Shepherdstown,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  and  finally  at  Gettysburg,  where 
he  received  his  death  wounds.  In  this  encounter 
he  had  made  a  desperate  effort  to  maintain  the 
colors,  while  his  comrades  were  falling  around  him. 
The  remains  of  the  flag  in  which  he  wrapped  him- 
self when  shot  are  preserved  as  a  sacred  relic  of  the 
past.  His  remains  were  brought  home  and  laid  to 
rest  with  military  honors,  amid  the  tears  and  sor- 
row of  a  large  concourse  of  people — the  friends  who 
had  known  him  long  and  intimately,  and  those  who, 
at  a  distance,  had  watched  his  career,  and  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  he  per- 
formed his  duties  as  a  soldier  and  patriot. 

Solomon  eleffords  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Fhojbe  Houghtaling,  the  wedding  being  solemnized 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Henrietta,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
J.  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  Houghtaling,  and  of 
her  union  with  Mr.  Jeffords'  there  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  being  Col.  Harrison  H. ;  Carrie  C, 
Mrs.  F.  Werner,  lives  in  Chicago;  Helen  M.  is  the 
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wife  of  H.  C.  Cooper,  of  Adrian;  J.  Etta  married 
Edwin  M.  Lawn,  of  Cliicago,  and  Rose  N.  is  the 
wife  of  J.  F.  Steck,  of  Kingman,  Kan.;  Ida  M. 
died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Jeffords  died  April  8,  1878,  at  her  home  in 
Leslie,  Ingham  Co.,  Mich.,  and  was  buried  with  the 
remains  of  her  son  in  Dexter,  Washtenaw  Co.,  Mich. 

'  ARON  NORCROSS  is  a  veteran  of  Frank- 
lin Township,  having  settled  there  in 
'*^  1855.  He  now  lives  on  section  27,  where 
he  owns  a  farm  of  130  acres,  mostly  well 
improved,  where  he  has  lived  many  years.  His 
grandfather  was  John  Norcross,  by  birth  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  by  trade  a  hatter.  He  enlisted, 
and  was  an  active  participant  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  At  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  he  was  shot 
through  the  shoulder  and  neck  by  the  British,  but 
he  recovered  and  remained  in  the  army  through  the 
struggle.  In  the  early  settlement  of  Pennsylvania 
he  experienced  all  the  perils  and  vicissitudes  inci- 
dent to  those  times,  and  was  frequently  obliged  to 
conceal  his  wife  and  children  from  the  scalping 
knife  of  the  Indian  while  he  was  away  in  search  of 
the  British  and  Indians. 

After  the  war  John  Norcross  went  to  Geneseo, 
Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  had 
married  Mary  Solomon,  by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Aaron,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
Livingston  County,  among  the  first  of  its  native 
population.  Aaron  there  grew  to  manhood,  learn- 
ing the  trade  of  his  father.  He  married  Mary 
Kelly,  the  daughter  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
Daniel  Kell}^,  who  fought  as  a  private  through  the 
war,  and  came  out  without  a  scar.  During  these 
troublous  times  his  family  were  in  constant  peril 
from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Kelly 
was  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  of  the  old 
Presbyterian  stock,  and  died  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  He 
was  for  forty  years  Deacon  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  on  a  farm  in 
the  township  of  Grover,  Livingston  County,  and 
in  1832,  after  the  birth  of  their  family  of  six  chil- 


dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  third,  came  o 
Michigan  and  located  at  Sulphur  Springs  in  Monr<  e 
County.  At  the  end  of  one  year  they  came  lo 
Tecumseh  Township,  where  they  purchased  a  larre 
tract  of  land,  most  of  which  was  obtained  from  tl  e 
Government.  On  this  the  father  resided  until  h  s 
death,  which  occurred  in  January,  1840,  at  the  ace 
of  sixty-six  years.  He  had  lost  his  wife  short  y 
after  his  removal  to  Monroe  County. 

The  subject  of  our  notice  was  born  April  2  5, 
1812.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  parents,  where  he  was  afterward  married 
in  Tecumseh  to  Miss  Helen  Allen,  a  native  of  Yc- 
mont,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Ethan  Allen.  SI  e 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  Ethan  ai|d 
Cynthia  (Blanden)  Allen,  who  located  on  a  f ar  n 
in  Tecumseh  Township,  where  they  died  at  about 
the  same  time.  Mrs.  Norcross  was  gifted  by  natu  e 
with  a  retentive  memory  and  remarkable  intelli- 
gence. She  was  the  mother  of  two  children-  - 
Eugene  and  Frank.  Eugene  was  educated  in  Te- 
cumseh and  at  Ann    Arbor    IJniversitv,  and  nolv 

i 
lives  on  a  farm   m  Franklin  Township;  he  marridd 

Miss  Alice  Lacy,  of  Wisconsin.  Frank  married  Mils 
Lettie  Bradley,  and  they  also  live  in  Frankl 
Township.  In  the  midst  of  her  usefulness  Mi|. 
Norcross  died  at  her  home  in  Franklin  Townshi  ), 
July  22,  1876,  aged  fifty  .years.  She  belonged  |o 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Norcross  is  a  Jackson  Democrit 
of  a  strong  type.  He  comes  of  fine  Puritanical  bloo'  I, 
as  did  also  his  wife,  and  is  proud  of  his  ancestip- 
and  their  war  record  during  the  Revolution.  I 
is  a  man  of  great  good  humor,  and  his  large  f uii  d 
of  incidents  in  the  early  history  of  Lenawee 
County  makes  him  very  entertaining.  Although 
seventy-five  years  of  age  he  is  hale  and  vigorous, 
and  bids  fair  to  see  a  ripe  old  age. 


ESSE  H.  WARREN.     Among  the  influenti 
farmers  of  Dover  Township  the  subject  (|f 
this  notice  occupies  an  honorable  positio 
His  father,  Samuel  Warren,  was  a  native    (  f 
New  Jersey,  and  a  descendant  of  that  brave  patno 
Gen.  Joseph  Warren,  who   nobly  surrendered  1 
life  for  his  country  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
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the  veiy  early  part  of  the  ReA^olutiori.  Samuel 
Warren  married  Lucinda  Dewey,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, of  Scotch  descent.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  in  Farmington,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.  He 
was  engaged  in  agricnltural  pursuits  there  until 
1834,  when  he  decided  to  emigrate  to  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  Oil  May  28  of  that  year,  he  and  his 
family  arrived  in  Dover  Township  and  located  on 
section  24.  Liking  the  country,  he  purchased  400 
acres  of  land  on  sections  24  and  25,  and  this  they 
made  their  permanent  home,  Mr.  Warren  dying- 
there  in  January,  1858,  and  Mrs.  Warren  May  11, 
1880.  They  had  a  family  of  seven  children — Isaac, 
Matilda,  Jra,  Minerva,  Jesse  H.,  Allen  and  Austin 
A.  Isaac  died  in  Dover  Tow^iship,  Feb.  11,  1883; 
Matilda  was  drowned  in  Demings  Lake  in  the  latter 
township,  April  23,  1835;  Jra  died  in  Dover  ToAvn- 
ship  many  years  ago;  Minerva  resides  in  Medina 
Township;  Allen  in  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  and  Austin 
A.  in  Madison  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Farming- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  May  5,  1822,  and  was  twelve  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Dover  Township  with  his  parents. 
He  remained  at  home,  and  prepared  himself  for  the 
position  of  a  teacher,  the  duties  of  which  position 
he  assumed  wlien  eighteen  years  of  age.  This  pro- 
fession he  successfully  followed  the  ensuing  eight 
years.  On  the;  Gth  of  May,  1  848,  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Lucinda  Hutchinson  was  celebrated  in  Madison 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  commenced  their 
wedded  life  in  Dover  Township,  whore  they  settled 
on  section  24  in  the  home  which  they  now  occui)y. 
The  years  intervening  between  1867  and  1886  were, 
however,  spent  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Warren 
owns  considerable  property.  His  fine  farm  in 
Dover  Township  embraces  1 22  acres  of  well-tilled 
land.  Mrs.  Warren  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
July  26,  1826.  Her  parents  were  Chester  and 
Rachel  (Childs)  Hutchinson,  both  natives  of  the 
same  State,  who  lived  in  Genesee  County  until  1831, 
when  they  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Madison 
Township,  where  Mr.  Hutchinson  died  in  1844. 
Mrs.  Hutchinson   died  in  Dover  Township  in  1862. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  have  one  child  only, 
Evelj^n  G.,  who  married  Robert  Carpenter,  of  Dover 
Township,  and  is  now  the  mother  of  two  children — 


with  the  interests  of  his  township,  and  in  the  gene  'al 
affairs  of  the  county.  He  is  a  thorough  busin 
man,  honest  and  upright  in  all  his  transactions,  aid 
of  excellent  judgment.  These  qualities  have  ma  de 
him  a  desirable  candidate  for  town  and  county  of- 
fices, many  of  which  he  has  filled  with  credit  aid 
honor.  During  1863  and  1864  Mr.  Warren  v  as 
Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Dover  ToTfn 
ship.  He  was  Drain  Commissioner  for  four  or  five 
years,  when  he  resigned.  He  has  also  held  fhe 
various  school  offices  in  the  township.  While 
Adrian  he  was  Supervisor  of  the  Fourth  Ward 
six  years.  He  vvas  also  a  member  of  the  commit 
of  three  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
Lenawee  County  to  examine  the  valuations  of 
the  land  in  the  count}^  This  was  an  importj 
office,  and  he  performed  his  part  to  the  satisfacti  on 
of  the  citizens  of  the  county.  Oct.  2,1879,  wt  eii 
the  grand  stand  fell  at  Adrian,  Mr.  Warren  was  (ne 
of  the  victims  of  the  disaster,  his  right  leg  being 
broken,  which  crippled  him  for  life.  In  politics  J  [r. 
Warren  uniformly  casts  his  vote  with  the  Repi  b- 
lican  party. 
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^p^  YLVESTER  KEMP  was  one    of    the   s|c 
^^^    cessful  agriculturists    and    stock-raisers 
\\L^->3)  ^^^'^  county,  located  on  section  33,  Frank  in 

Township,  where  he  owned  at  the  time 
his  death.  May  17,  1857,  105  acres  of  land  unc  er 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Kemp  was  a  i  a- 
tive  of  New  York  State,  where  his  birth  took  ph  ce 
Jan.  25,  1826.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Elias 
Kemp,  and  came  with  him,  at  the  age  of  nine  yea  's, 
to  Michigan,  where  the  father  located  on  secti  m 
33,  Franklin  Township,  in  1835.  Here  our  sabj<  cfc^ 
grew  to  manhood,  and  was  first  married  to  Elizabeth 
Morfelt,  who  died  a  few  years  after  marriage. 

Mr.  Kemp  was  a  second  time  married,  in  RidJe- 
way  Township,  this  county,  Dec.  14,  1867,  to  M 
Julia  (Morsman)  DeLapp,  who  was  born  on  tie 
27th  of  April,  1831,  and  daughter  of  Herman  a  iql 
Mary  A.  (Zibble)  Morsman,  who  afterward  cai  le 
with  their  family  to  Michigan.  Mrs.  Kemp  vi  as 
first  married  to  Richard  DeLapp,  who  also  came^  ?0 
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at  which  pbice  Mr.  Morsiiian  engaged  at  his  trade 
of  wagon-making.  Mr.  Morsnian  afterward  re- 
moved to  Ridgeway  where  he  established  a  shop, 
and  later  went  to  Janesville,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich., 
at  which  place  he  now  lives  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two  years ;  his  wife  is  abont  the  same  age. 
Mrs.  Kemp  is  the  second  daughter  of  her  parents' 
family.  She  and  her  first  hnsband,  Mr.  DeLapp, 
after  their  arrival  here,  lived  in  Blissfield  for  some 
time,  and  here  Mr.  DeLapp  died,  leaving  one  son, 
Irving  T.,  a  telegraph  operator  now  living  at 
Auburn,  Ind. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp  located 
on  their  farm  on  section  33  of  Franklin  Township, 
where  his  death  occurred  as  before  stated.  He  was 
a  worthy  and  progressive  citizen,  and  an  npright 
man  ;  in  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  Since  their 
bereavement  Mrs.  K.  and  her  sons  have  managed  the 
farm,  which  is  well  located,  and  supplied  with  first- 
class  buildings.  She  has  by  her  last  marriage  three 
children — Charles,  Delia  and  Minnie.  Charles  took 
to  wife  Josephine  M.  Bntrick,  of  Franklin  Town- 
ship, and  they  live  there  on  a  farm;  Delia,  Mrs. 
Charles  Pentecost,  lives  near  Napoleon,  Jackson 
County,  while  Minnie  is  at  home;  they  are  worthy 
and  intelligent  children.  Charles  Kemp,  like  his 
father  before  him,  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 


^Wsr^ 


/^^  ONRAD  ICKLER  is  a  native  born    citizen 
/If  ^     of  Riga  Township,  and  an  intelligent  repre- 


sentative  of  the  young  men  of  Lenawee 
County  who  are  coming  to  the  front  to  take  their 
share  in  maintaining  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  county.  He  possesses  in  a  large  measure  those 
admirable  traits  of  character  which  distinguished 
his  ancestors,  and  has  the  promise  of  a  bright 
future. 

J.  Conrad  Ickler,  father  of  our  subject,  wns  born 
in  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany.  He  attended  school 
quite  regularly  during  his  youth,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  education  learned  the  tailor's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  his  native  land. 
In  1851  he  came  with  his  bride  to  make  their  home 
in  this  country,  and    located   in  Vermillion,  Ohio, 


where  he  was  employed  at  the  iron  furnaces  for  the 
following  two  years.  He  then  decided  to  turn  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  coming  to  this  county,  he 
bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  on  section  15,  Riga 
Township.  He  then  set  resolutely  to  work  to  clear 
and  drain  his  land,  which  was  in  the  Cottonwood 
Swamp  district,  and  by  his  energy  and  perseverance 
he  not  only  cleared  his  farm,  but  earned  enough 
from  it  to  buy  more  adjoining,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  Sept.  8,  1881,  had  a  fine  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  sixty-five  of  which  were  well  improved. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Barbara  Smith;  she  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassel,  and 
died  in  the  home  in  this  county  which  she  had  aided 
her  husband  to  build  up.  Six  sons  were  born  to 
her,  five  of  whom  are  still  living — Adam,  John, 
David,  Henry  and  Conrad. 

Conrad  Ickler  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  Nov.  20,  1860,  in  the  humble 
log  cabin  in  which  they  first  made  their  home 
when  they  came  to  Riga  Township,  in  the  days  when 
that  part  of  Riga  was  a  swampy  wilderness.  In 
that  home  he  learned  from  his  good  parents  many 
a  lesson  of  thrift,  honesty  and  industry,  which  has 
since  guided  him  to  success.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  and  acquired  quite  a  good  education  as 
he  was  a  bright  scholar.  At  an  early  age  he  was 
deprived  of  the  care  and  counsel  of  his  mother,  and 
he  remained  with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  assisting  him  in  the  clearing  of  his  land  and 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil.-  He  then  found  employ- 
ment in  other  places  for  three  years,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  bought  the  farm  where  he  has 
since  resided,  and  here  by  strict  attention  to  busi- 
ness, shrewd  management,  and  a  good  knowledge 
of  the  laws  governing  agriculture,  he  is  fast  acquir- 
ing success  in  his  chosen  calling. 

Mr.  Ickler  married,  April  28,  1885,  Miss  Ella 
Dings,  like  himself  a  native  of  Riga  Township, 
where  her  birth  occurred  July  5,  1856.  Her  grand- 
father, Peter  Dings,  was,  it  is  thought,  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  where  he  passed  the  most  of 
his  life,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in 
Lenawee  County.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Ickler,  John 
Dings,  grew  to  manhood  and  married  in  New  York, 
his  native  State.  He  came  to  this  township  about 
the  year  1850,  and  located  on  section  33,  on  a  tract 
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of  timber  land,  which  by  persistent  toil  he  con- 
verted into  a  fine  farm,  which  remained  his  home 
until  his  death,  April  17,  1884.  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  Ickler's  mother  was  Elizabeth  Rockafeller; 
she  was  born  in  Columbia,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Teal  Rockafeller,  a  native  of  the  same 
State;  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  with  his 
daughter  in  Riga  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ickler  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  those  around  them.  Mr.  Ickler  is  a  well- 
read  man,  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  all 
topics  of  general  interest. 


^^EORGE  GRI8W0LD  is  a  farmer  of  Tecum- 
|i[  ^^  seh  Township,  and  a  representative  of  one 
^^(|j  of  the  earliest  pioneer  families  of  Lenawee 
County.  He  is  not  only  the  son  of  a  pioneer,  but 
is  also  the  grandson  of  a  pioneer  of  another  and 
older  State,  his  grandfather,  David  Oris  wold,  being 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Southport,  Chemung 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  went  in  1778  from  his  native 
State,  Connecticut.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War. 

Thomas  Griswold,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Feb.  22,  1790,  on  his  father's  homestead  in 
Southport.  Like  his  father,  he  did  good  service 
for  his  country  as  a  soldier,  taking  part  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  married  Betsy,  daughtei'  of  John 
Wier,  Esq.,  and  born  in  Southport  in  171)8.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  in  their  native  town, 
where  Mr.  Griswold  followed  the  occupations  of 
farmer  and  miller  for  some  years.  In  July,  1825, 
concluding  to  seek  a  new  home  in  the  forests  of 
Michigan,  they  came  to  Lenawee  County  and  pro- 
cured a  tract  of  160  acres  of  land  in  Tecumseh 
Township,  on  section  21.  They  were  among  the 
very  earliest  settlers  in  this  part  of  Lenawee  County, 
as  only  two  families  had  preceded  them.  Mr. 
Griswold's  land  was  heavily  timbered,  with  no  im- 
provements except  a  rude  mill  which  had  been 
built  by  a  Mr.  Brown  and  a  Mr.  Evans.  The  mill, 
however,  was  not  in  running  order,  as  the  miller 
who  had  been  sent  for  to  (complete  the  arrange- 
ments for  grinding  wheat  and  corn,  became  sick 
and  could   not  come.      It    was   (piite   important  to 


get  it  in  working  order  as  soon  as  possible,  and  Mr. 
Griswold  volunteering  to  prepare  the  stone,  the 
owner  very  gladly  availed  himself  of  his  skill.  He 
soon  had  everything  in  readiness,  and  from  the  first 
grist  ground  fine  wheat  cakes  were  made  to  cele- 
brate the  Fourth  of  July  in  the  year  1826. 

Thomas  Griswold  immediatelj^  after  he  was  fairly 
settled  commenced  the  improvement  of  his  farm, 
and  built  the  first  frame  house  that  was  ever  erected 
in  this  county,  into  which  he  and  his  family  re- 
moved in  November,  1825,  the  autumn  following 
their  arrival.  He  soon  became  a  prominent  figure 
in  the  early  annals  of  this  county,  doing  much 
toward  opening  it  up  for  settlement,  while  he  gave 
much  valuable  assistance  to  new  settlers  as  they 
came  in,  and  gave  them  sucli  information  in  regard 
to  the  land  .Ind  resources  of  the  country  as  would 
be  beneficial  to  them  in  their  selection  of  a  home. 
In  1829  he  was  appointed  C(jmmissioner  of  Lena- 
wee County,  l)y  the  Territorial  Governor,  Gen. 
Cass,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
office,  did  very  efficient  service  for  the  Govern- 
ment.- In  his  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  15,  1836, 
the  county  lost  a  public  benefactor,  and  liis  neigh- 
bors a  kind  tViend,  who  was  ever  ready  to  help 
them  in  time  of  trouble.  His  widow,  a  true  type 
of  the  hardy,  self-reliant  pioneer  women  of  the 
early  days  of  this  country,  energetically  took  up 
the  burden  of  supporting  their  children,  which  her 
husband's  lamented  death  liad  left  wholly  under  her 
care,  and  nobly  did  she  discharge  her  duties  as  a 
mother,  keeping  them  with  her  until  they  haxl  grown 
up,  and  no  longer  needed  her  care  and  protection. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  though  onl}^ 
four  of  them  survived  her;  her  death  occurred  in 
December,  1871. 

(icorge  Griswold  was  the  third  child  of  his  par- 
ents,  and  was  born  on  his  grandfather's  homestead, 
in  the  same  house  where  his  father  was  born,  in 
Southport,  Chemung  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  ol,  1822. 
He  was  not  three  years  of  age  when  brought  by 
his  parents  to  this  county,  and  when  he  became  old 
enough  he  was  sent  to  the  pioneer  school  of  Te- 
cumseh, which  had  then  been  recently  established. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  assisted  his  mother 
in  carrying  on  the   farm,  and   reniained   with  her, 
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aflb  ding  her  great  assistance,  until  his  marriage, 
whi  ^h  occurred  in  his  twenty-seventh  year,  to  Miss 
Hel  m  M.,  daughter  of  Thomas  FitzSimmons,  Esq. 
Ait  jr  his  marriage  Mr.  Griswold  settled  near  the 
old  homestead,  and  began  farming  for  himself,  and 
af  ;c  r  the  division  of  his  parents'  estate,  he  settled 
on  he  property  that  had  fallen  to  his  share.  From 
tiilif  to  time  he  has  added  to  the  acreage  of  his 
until  he  now  owns  ninety-eight  acres  of 
ce  land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  on  which 
las  erected  a  good  dwelling-house,  two  good 
s  and  other  convenient  farm  buildings.  Mr. 
wold  has  conducted  mixed  husbandry,  deem- 
more  profitable  and  reliable  than  to  depend 
ely  on  one  branch  of  agriculture ;  he  has  some 
graded  stock. 

'.  and  Mrs.  Griswold  became  the  parents  of 
daughters,  namely:  Hattie  Estelle,  who  died 
at  tlie  age  of  four  years ;  Isabel,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iatn  Waldron,  a  farmer,  and  Alice  E.,  who  is  at 
hc|n  e.  All  the  family  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist episcopal  Church,  in  the  affairs  of  which  Mr. 
Gvi  iwold  is  very  prominent,  having  held  the  offices 
o^  '  >ustee  and  Steward  for  many  years. 

politics,  our  subject  is  rather  conservative, 
y  independently  in  matters  of  local  interest, 
[lis  upright  character  and  in  his  lionorable  deal- 
with  his  fellowmen,  he  shows  himself  a  worthy 
jcndant  of  his  honored  parents.  For  several 
's  the  state  of  Mr.  Griswold's  health  did  not  per- 
him  to  transact  much  business,  or  to  take  a  very 
adtlve  part  in  affairs  in  general;  he  was  constantly 
uijii  er  the  care  of  a  physician,  but  his  health  is  now 
g^e  itly  improved. 

%  R8.  HARRIET  (WEMPLE)  DAVIS,  a 
resident  of  Palmyra  Tow^nship,  was  born  in 
Florida  Township,  Montgomery  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  loth  of  September,  1807,  and  is 
in  her  eighty-first  year,  but  still  h^le  and 
h^rty.  She  inherited  a  strong  constitution,  has 
al^  ays  been  of  a  lively  disposition,  not  given  to  bor- 
tig  trouble,  and  is  now  better  preserved,  both 
delitally  and  physically,  than  many  people  twenty 
y^i  rs  younger.     Her  father,  eJohn  Wemple,  was  born 


in  Florida  Township,  when  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Ne  w  York  was  known  as  Tyrone  County.  His  father, 
Ephraim  Wemple,  had  a  patent  to  a  tract  of  900  acres 
of  land  in  Florida  Township,  and  engaged  in  farming 
there  until  his  death.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Davis  was 
also  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
township.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Jane  An- 
thony, and  she  was  born  on  Manhattan  Island.  Her 
father,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Davis,  was  an  earlj^ 
settler  of  Manhattan  Island,  and  once  owned  a  large 
tract  of  land  upon  which  a  portion  of  the  city  of 
New  York  is  now  built. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to  Ramus 
Davis  on  the  27th  of  December,  1837.  He  was 
born  in  that  part  of  Fulton  County  now  known  as 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1807.  His  father,  John  P.  Davis,  was  born  on 
Long  Island,  and  his  father  was  a  commissioned 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  while  in  a 
British  prison  was  poisoned.  John  P.  Davis  was  a 
farmer,  and  removed  to  Montgomery  County  in  the 
days  of  its  early  settlement,  where  he  cleared  a  farm, 
on  which  he  lived  until  his  death.  Ramus  Davis 
grew  to  manhood  in  the  latter-named  county,  and 
was  reared  upon  the  farm.  His  father  gave  him 
thirty  acres  of  land  in  Amsterdam  Township,  and 
he  added  thirty  more  acres  to  it  by  purchase.  In 
1838,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he  went  to  Indiana, 
going  bjT^  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  through  Utica,  the 
railroad  to  Buffalo,  the  Lakes  to  Detroit,  and  then 
by  railroad  to  Ypsilanti,  where  he  employed  men 
with  teams  to  take  them  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich., 
Where  Mrs.  Davis  stopped  with  friends,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  with  his  team,  proceeded  to  Indiana  and 
bought  a  farm  near  Mishawaka.  He  then  hired  a 
team  and  returned  to  Michigan  for  his  wife,  whom 
he  brought  to  the  farm  in  Indiana.  Here  his  health 
failed  two  years  later,  and  he  returned  to  New  York 
and  settled  on  the  land  which  his  father  had  given 
him,  where  he  resided  until  1850,  when  he  moved  to 
Onondaga  County,  and  bought  land  in  Eldridge 
Township.  He  lived  there  until  1863,  when  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  bought  the 
place  on  wliich  Mrs.  Davis  now  resides.  There 
were  but  a  few  acres  o\  this  land  cleared,  the  bal- 
ance being  timber  and  stump  land.  He  devoted  all 
his  energies  to  the  clearing  of   his  iand,  and    sqc. 
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caerled  in  making  of  it  a  most  excellent  farm,  where 
hi  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
2|st  of  July,  1877. 

jMrs.  Davis  became  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Sfsie  J.,  Ramus  B.,  John  W.  and  Tlieophilus  A. 
Si|sie  J.,  tiie  only  daughter,  died  in  1871,at  the  age 
oil  thirty-three  years;  Ramus  B.,  the  oldest  son,  en- 
iis|ted  in  1862  in  Company  G,  122d  New  York  In- 
fnl^try,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war;  he 
tiin  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Adrian, 
w|ere  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  a  few 
ydn-s,  and  then  moved  to  Riga  Township,  where  he 
oiigaged  in  the  same  business;  he  now  operates  a 
fl(iur  and  grist  mill  at  Dundee,  Monroe  County. 
,]ii}m  W.  entered  the  army  in  1864  as  a  member  of 
Ih^^  Michigan  Volunteers,  and  served  until  the  close 
of;  the  war,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident 
of  1  Adrian;  Theophilus  A.  now  manages  the  home- 
Ntc^ad ;  he  was  born  in  Montgomery  County.  N.  Y., 
Feb.  7,  1849,  and  was  married  to  Chu-a  Tooker,  Feb. 
s.  1874;  she  was  born  in  Palmyra  Township,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Ira  Tooker;  they  have  four  children 
— ^Minnie  A.,  Ramus  T.,  Ella  M.  and  Theophilus. 

jMrs.  Davis  is  a  very  clear-minded  old  lady,  and 
of  i-emarkable  memory.  During  Mier  lifetime  the 
most  remarkable  events  in  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try have  occiuTcd,  and  she  retains  in  memory  the 
(Idails  of  most  of  them,  and  readily  recalls  the  stir- 
ring events  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of 
-Michigan  and  Indiana.  She  is  blessed  with  ex- 
cellent health,  and  is  not  the  victim  of  those  afflic- 
tiijns  which  generally  befall  those  who  reach  her 
'^'X^.  She  is  universally  esteemed  and  respected, 
au^l  is  living  happily  and  contentedly. 

EDWARD  F.   UNDERWOOD.     Everywhere 
in  Lenawee  County  are  evidences  of  thrift, 
:  wisdom  and  enterprise,  and  on  section   18. 

Pdmyra  Township,  is  comfortably  located  the 
fa  m  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  prosecuting 
lu|  chosen  calling  with  success.  He  has  been  a 
'v^ident  of  the  township  since  his  birth,  and  lives 
<>i|a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  which  is  a  farm  of 
liu^ly  cultivated  land,  with  a  tasteful  and  substan- 
tia dwelling,  a  good  barn,  and  all  the  accessories  of 


the  intelligent  and  progressive  farmer.  Here  he 
spends  his  time  as  an  industrious  and  law-abiding 
citizen,  enjoying  the  respect  of  his  neighbors,  and 
fulfilling  the  obligations  incident  to  his  station  as  a 
substantial  member  of  the  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Palmyra  Township  on 
the  2d  of  November,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  Underwood,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
'  County,  N.  Y.  His  grandfather  was  Edward  Un- 
j  derwood,  who  was  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N. 
I  Y.,  and  moved  from  there  to  Wayne  County,  where 
I  he  bought  a  farm,  and  made  his  home  there  until 
I  836.  In  that  year  he  sold  out,  and  accompanied 
I  by  his  family  of  wife  and  four  children,  started  for 
!  the  State  of  IMichigan,  coming  by  way  of  the  Erie 
\  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to  Toledo.  At  the  latter 
'  place  they  started  with  teams  and  came  overland  to 
i  Lenawee  County,  where  they  settled  in  Palmyra 
Township,  and  bought  land  on  section  19.  A  large 
i  proportion  of  this  land  was  heavily  timbered,  but 
!  Mr.  LTnderwood  went  to  work  at  once  clearing  away 
'  the  timber,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  had  most 
\  of  it  under  cultivation.  During  his  occupancy  of 
I  the  farm  he  built  a  brick  dwelling-house.  The 
'  father  of  our  subject  was  but  a  boy  when  he  came 
I  to  this  county  with  his  parents.  Here  he  grew  to 
I  manhood  and  married  Mary  Comstock.  who  was  a 
I  native  of  New  York.  He  bought  a  farm  on  section 
i  18,  which  he  occupied  for  many  years,  but  now  re- 
\    sides  on  a  i)art  of  the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  lived  nearly  all  his 
I    life   in  Palmyra  Township,  where  he.  grew  to  man- 
hood and  in  whose  schools  he  secured  his  first  educa- 
tion.    He  took  a  short  course  in  Adrian    College, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  teaching  school, 
I    following  that  occupation  during  the  winter  months 
!   and  working  upon   the   farm    the  remainder  of  the 
I    year.     Afterward  he  was  engaged   in  Evans'  Com- 
i    mercial  College  in  Adrian.  Subsequently  he  rented 
;    his  uncle's  farm  in  Raisin  Township,  which  he  man- 
'   aged    for  one  year,  and  then   located  on  the  old 
\    homestead,  of  which  he  bought  a  portion  after  his 
I    grandfather's  death. 

In  1875  Mr.  Underwood  was  married  to  Miss 
Alice  Wade,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Hillsdale 
Co.,  Mich.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  three 
children — Annie  C,  Hattie  and  Metta.     Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Underwood  are  both  highly  esteemed  members 
of  society.  In  politics  Mr.  Underwood  acts  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  township  in  which  he 
resides.  He  is  not  what  might  be  called  an  active 
politician,  but  he  endeavors  on  all  occasions  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  which  devolve  upon  good  citizens. 

)  E\^  JOSEPH  ATKINSON  THOMPSON  is 
an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  a  descendant 
of  an  old  Lincolnshire  family.  His  great- 
^^  grandfather,  Joseph  Thompson,  was  a  land- 
holder in  Lincolnshire,  England.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Job  Thompson,  was  born  in  Lin- 
colnshire, inherited  his  father's  estates,  and  spent 
his  entire  life  in  the  place  of  his  nativity. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Josepli  Thompson,  was 
born  and  reared  in  that  ancestral  home,  and  mar- 
ried in  his  native  shire,  Betsy  Atkinson.  He  was 
an  itinerant  preacher  in  the  Primitive  Methodist 
Church,  and  was  considered  quite  a  power  in  that 
denomination.  He  preached  in  Lincolnshire,  York- 
shire, Leicestershire,  Shropshire  and  in  Wales. 
During  his  sojourn  in  Lincolnshire  as  a  preacher, 
his  wife  died  and  left  a  family  of  six  children.  In 
1838  he  came  to  America  unaccompanied  by  any 
of  his  children,  and  preached  in  several  places  in 
New  York  State,  finally  identifying  himself  with 
the  Baptists  and  becoming  a  minister  in  that  de- 
nomination ;  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
Pleasant  Valley,  N.  Y. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Thompson  was  born  in  Halifax, 
Yorkshire,  England,  March  16,  1821).  .  He  attended 
school  quite  regularly  during  his  youth,  and  ac- 
quired a  very  good  education.  In  1853  he  came 
to  America,  and  is  the  only  one  of  his  father's 
children  who  ever  came  to  this  country.  He  lo- 
cated in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  prac- 
ticed the  profession  of  a  veterinary  surgeon  for  a 
few  years.  Then  he  traveled  in  the  South  and 
West  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  practicing  his 
profession  in  the  most  important  places.  He  sub- 
sequently located  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  for  a 
time,  afterward  removing  thence  to  Lucas  County. 
In  1873  he  left  Ohio  and  came  to  this  State,  where 
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he  bought  a  farm  on  section  3  of  the  fractional 
part  of  this  township.  Since  then  he  has  made 
four  or  five  changes,  settling  on  his  present  farm  in 
1885.  He  has  forty  acres  of  land,  twenty  acres  of 
which  are  under  good  tillage,  and  has  substantial 
buildings. 

While  Mr.  Thompson  has  paid  the  necessary  at- 
tention to  his  worldly  interests,  he  has  also  been 
engaged  for  many  years,  in  the  various  communi- 
ties of  which  he  has  been  a  member,  in  earnest 
work  for  the  spiritual  and  moral  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  commenced  to  preach  when  quite  young, 
and  was  ordained  as  a  preacher  in  the  Church  of 
God  while  a  resident  of  Lucas  County,  Ohio.  He 
has  been  quite  successful  in  his  chosen  work,  and  is 
an  influence  for  good  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  been  twice  married,  the  first 
time  to  Helen  Ironside,  who  was  born  near  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander 
Fronside,  who  passed  his  entire  life  in  that  country. 
His  daughter  came  to  America  when  she  was  twen- 
ty-tw^o  years  old,  and  her  death  took  place  April 
11,  1883.  She  was  a  faithful  wife,  and  a  true 
mother  to  the  three  children  born  to  our  subject 
and  recorded  as  follows:  Caroline  is  the  wife  of 
Peter  Gillette,  of  Riga  Township;  Joseph  is  living 
in  Cloud  County,  Kan.,  and  Ellen  is  the  wife  of 
Albert  Sanderson,  of  Lucas  County,  Ohio. 

IMr.  Thompson's  second  marriage  occurred  Jan. 
7,  1H86,  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Nora 
Jones.  She  was  born  in  Anderson  Township,  Ham- 
ilton Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  Jones, 
who  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C.  His  father, 
Robert  Jones,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  who  when 
a  young  man  went  to  North  Carolina  and  married 
there.  After  residing  in  that  State  a  few  years, 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  and  was  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Clermont  County,  where  he 
afterward  died.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Thompson  was 
reared  in  Rowan  County,  his  native  place,  and 
there  married  Eleanor  M.  Austin,  also  a  native  of 
that  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia 
(Railsback)  Austin.  In  1828  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones 
moved  with  the  family  of  the  former  to  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  a  few  years  in  Clermont  County, 
and  then  removed  to  Hamilton  County.  Mr. 
Jones  was  a   blacksmith   by  trade,   and  bought  a 
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home  ill  Anderson  Township,  and  pursued  his  call- 
ing there  until  his  death  in  1859.  His  widow  lived 
in  Anderson  until  1870,  when  she  removed  to  Ken- 
ton County,  Ky.,  and  resided  there  until  her  death, 
Sept.  6,  1882.  Mrs.  Thompson  lived  with  her 
mother  until  the  death  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  Thompson  is,  as  every  good  citizen  should 
be,  much  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation, 
and  believing  that  the  principles  promulgated  by 
the  Republican  party  are  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  he  loyally  supports  that  party.  Mrs. 
Thompson  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 
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eROWELL  EDDY,  a  wealthy  and  prominent 
farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  is  the  owner 
of  200  acres  of  finely  improved  land,  which 
he  has  acquired  by  the  exercise  of  his  own  industry 
and  perseverance.  He  commenced  in  life  for  him- 
self comparatively  without  means,  and  became  a 
resident  of  this  county  in  1845,  soon  afterward 
making  his  first  purchase  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  12,  to  which  he  afterward  added  as  his 
means  permitted.  The  family  residence  is  a  sub- 
stantial stone  building,  and  considered  one  of  the 
best  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It  con- 
sists of  two  stories  and  a  basement,  finely  arranged, 
combining  both  beauty  and  convenience.  The 
barns  and  out-buildings  are  neat  and  substantial, 
and  the  farm  stock  and  machinery  are  in  keeping 
with  the  general  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity  which 
is  apparent  upon  all  sides.  No  man  perhaps  in 
Lenawee  County  is  better  entitled  to  representa- 
tion in  a  work  of  this  kind  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Mr.  Eddy  has  made  a  science  of  farming  and 
stock-raising,  dealing  largely  in  Durham  cattle  and 
Merino  sheep,  and  lias  obtained  an  enviable  repu- 
tation in  this  section  of  country  on  account  of  his 
skill  and  knowledge  in  this  department  of  agricult- 
ure. He  migrated  from  far  New  England  to  estab- 
lish his  permanent  home,  having  l)een  born  in  Mor- 
ristown,  N.  J.,  April  (>,  1811.  His  father,  John 
Eddy,  Esq.,  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  was  of 
New  England    parentage  and  English  descent.     He 


married  a  lady  of  his  own  State,  Miss  Catherine 
Crain,  who  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  they  resided 
near  Morristown,  N.  J.,  until  after  the  birth  of  six 
children,  when  they  removed  to  Schuyler  County, 
N.  Y.  The  father  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Read- 
ing Township  during  its  early  settlement,  and 
opened  up  a  fine  farm  of  150  acres,  which  in  due 
time  became  very  valuable. 

John  P^idy  was  a  thorough  and  skillful  agricult- 
urist, and  availed  himself  of  the  progressive  meth- 
ods b}^  which  only  success  could  be  obtained.  He 
was  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  Schuy- 
ler County  as  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  well- 
to-do  citizens.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  community,  and  was  among  the  first  to 
encourage  the  various  enterprises  tending  to  the 
development  of  a  new  country.  He  retained  pos- 
session of  his  first  purchase  until  his  decease,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 
After  their  removal  to  New  York,  five  more  chil- 
dren were  added  to  the  household  circle,  which  now 
included  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  All  of 
them  with  one  exception  are  now  living,  and  the 
brother  deceased  had  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-eight  3^ears;  the  eldest  surviving  is  eightj^- 
four  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest  is  sixty.  The 
wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband  a  number  of 
years,  and  died  at  the  homestead  in  Schuyler 
County  when  eighty  years  of  age.  She  was  a  good 
mother  in  every  sense  that  the  word  inplies,  and  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
John  Edd}^,  politically,  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
maintained  his  principles  with  all  the  earnestness  of 
his  decided  and  energetic  nature. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  then 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
his  native  county.  Upon  leaving  New  York  he 
migrated  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  for  nine  years 
following  pursued  his  trade  in  Milan  Township. 
Meantime  he  was  married,  June  .'5,  1836,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Spears,  the  daughter  of  a  well-to-do  far- 
mer who  had  emigrated  from  Penfield,  N.  Y.,  to 
Ohio  in  the  pioneer  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spears 
were  most  excellent  people  and  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them.  They 
\YQve  of  New  England  birth  and  parentage,  and  were 
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r(  sidents   of   Erie    County  probably  thirty  years, 
w  lere  they  labored  to  build   up  a  good  home,  and 
iq  ent  their  last  days  in  peace  and  comfort,  depart- 
t  g  this  life  at  an  advanced  age. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was   born    in    Monroe 
C  )unty,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  3,  1817,  and  spent  her  child- 
Jn  od  and  youth  under  the  home  roof,  receiving  a 
0(  mmon-school   education,    and    being   trained    in 
1  ose  employments  which  have  so  much  to  do  with 
it  e  happiness  of  a  home.     Of  her   union  with  our 
m  bject  there  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  two 
^i  3  deceased.     Charles  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
v,v  o,  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  while  on  his  way 
t(  me  from  the  army ;  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
hi  enlisted  in  the   18th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  at 
A  hens,  Ga.,  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  who  held 
$i  n  some   time   in  confinement.     The  other  child 
id   March    6,    1857,  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 
f  i  ve  of  the  eight  living  children  are  married  and 
tied  in  comfortable  homes  of  their  own,  and  four 
the  sQus — Henry  H.,  George  W.,  Horace  G.  and 
t|alnes   C. — are  in  business  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  con- 
(Pi|cting  a  large  dry -goods  house;  John  J.  is  farm- 
near   Akron,  Col.;  Edwin  A.    is  a  successful 
mer  in  Manchester  Township,  Washtenaw^  Coun- 
the  two  daughters,   Libbie  8.  and   Catherine, 
(iolitinue  at  home  with  their  father.     Mrs.  Eddy  de- 
pafted  this  life  at  her  home  in  Franklin  Township, 
March,  1885,    when    sixty-eight  years  of  age. 
$[]  B  was  a  lady  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  people 
her  neighborhood,  energetic,  intelligent  and  of 
dly  disposition,  and  a  devoted   member  of  the 
Clngregational  Church.     Mr.   Eddy,  religiously,  is 
Universalist.     Politically,   he  affiliates   with  the 
R(  publican  party,  and  has  served  his  township  as 
R(  ad  Commissioner  and  Treasurer  for  some  years, 
an  1  also  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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^1      JpILLIAM  E.  WI8NER  first  opened  his  eyes 

I  Ml  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^"  ^^^  ^^'"^  ^"  Franklin  Town- 
V  ^  ship  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  He 
ixj(  eived  a  good  education,  and  being  naturally 
l:|r  ght  and  ambitious  made  the  most  of  his  oppoV- 
tu  lities.  He  engaged  in  teaching  before  reaching 
l^i^ ,  majority,  spending  his  time  thus   during  the 


winter  and  in  the  summer  employing  himself  on 
the  farm.  We  can  scarcely  conceive  of  a  more 
pleasant  life  or  one  from  which  more  thorough  en- 
joyment can  be  extracted.  The  emancipation  from 
the  close  housing  of  the  winter  season  to  the  broad 
fields  of  the  country  in  spring,  must  be  one  of  the 
most  grateful  changes  that  can  be  imagined.  Amid 
these  quiet  scenes  our  subject  has  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  and  with  the  pure  country  air  im- 
bibed those  principles  which  have  constituted  him 
a  man  among  men,  well-bred,  and  filling  his  niche 
in  life  in  an  unostentatious,  but  thoroughly  worthy 
and  useful  manner. 

Our  subject  was  born  Jan.  14,  1889,  and  is  the 
son  of  Abraham  Wisner,  a  native  of  Phelps,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.  The  latter  was  born  in  1799,  of  an- 
cestry who  came  originally  from  Holland,  and  was 
the  son  of  Rev.  Jehiel  Wisner,  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  w^ho  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits, 
but  in  early  years  distinguished  himself  as  of  a 
deeply  pious  temperament,  and  when  but  a  youth 
began  preaching  the  Baptist  faith,  whose  doctrines 
he  upheld  in  this  manner  for  a  period  of  forty  years. 
Subsequently  he  left  New  York  State  and  joined 
his  son  Abraham,  in  this  county,  at  whose  home  his 
death  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1839.  He  had  mar- 
ried in  early  manhood  Miss  Luanna  Chandler,  a 
near  relative  of  the  well-known  Zach  Chandler  of 
this  State.  Grandmother  Wisner  accompanied  her 
husband  to  Michigan,  and  died  at  the  home  of  their 
son  in  Franklin  Township. 

Abraham  Wisner  w^as  reared  on  the  farm  and  while 
a  resident  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  w\as  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Wisner,  a  distant  relative.  They  con- 
tinued in  the  Empire  State  until  after  the  birth  of 
six  children,  and  in  the  spring  of  1833  set  out  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  viar  the  Canada  route, 
making  the  journey  overland  with  teams,  camping 
and  cooking  by  the  wayside,  and  landing  in  the 
woods  of  Franklin  Township  several  weeks  later. 
The  land  in  that  locality  was  still  owned  mostly  by 
the  Government,  and  Abraham  Wisner  purchased 
from  '^Uncle  Sam"  240  acres  on  section  1 1 ,  Frank- 
lin Township.  Standing  upon  his  new  purchase 
Abraham  Wisner  could  scarcely  discern  at  either 
point  of  the  compass  the  cabin  of  a  settler.  The 
Indians  bad  scarcely  left  this  locality  and  wiid  apj* 
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roamed  in  unrestrained  freedom  through  the 
foT^ts  and  over  the  unbroken  country.  There  lay 
gi  3at  task  before  the  pioneer  and  his  family,  but 
for  which  they  were  amply  prepared.  As  soon 
as  h2  could  put  up  a  shelter  for  themselves  and 
household  goods  he  commenced  cultivating 
50il  around  him,  and  after  years  of  steady  in- 
ry  began  to  reap  his  reward.  In  due  time  there 
iipp  iared  substantial  fences  to  mark  the  outline  of 
his  )OSsessions,  and  one  building  after  another  grew 
up  on  the  homestead,  so  that  before  his  death  the 
fatter  of  our  subject  had  ample  time  to  survey  his 
possessions  and  relax  the  fatiguing  labors  to  which 
he  pad  first  been  necessarily  devoted.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  had  shared  with  her  husband  his 
tria  s  and  successes,  passed  to  her  long  home  in  the 
sprilig  of  1866,  and  Mr.  Wisner  followed  in  the  fall 


1867. 
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llhe  parents  of  our  subject  possessed  all  the 
(nullities  of  the  earlv  pioneers  who  made  of  their 
venture  a  complete  success.  Abraham  Wisner  in- 
tcrdted  himself  in  the  development  of  his  adopted 
coupty  and  contributed  as  far  as  able  toward  its 
prog-ress  and  prosperity.  He  was  instrumental  in 
the  k)rganization  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Clinton, 
in  vthich  he  officiated  as  Deacon  many  years,  and  in 
whifch  his  devoted  wife  stood  by  his  side  also  as  a 
woilthy  and  consistent  member,  The  parental 
household  included  twelve  children,  of  whom  Will- 
iam E.  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth. 

William  Wisner,  during  his  boyhood  and  youth 
assisted  in  building  up  the  homestead  and  made  the 
moit  of  his  advantages,  tirst  in  the  subscription  and 
lat4-  in  the  district  schools.  When  twenty-one 
ye^s  of  age  he  began  teaching  in  Wayne  County, 
whire  he  made  his  reputation  as  an  instructor,  and 
suliequently  taught  in  Franklin. Count}^  until  about 
18f2.  He  was  married,  Jan.  1,  1862,  to  Miss 
Enceline,  daughter  of  William  and  Emily  (Joslin) 
Wl  elan,  natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to 
thtl Territory  of  Michigan  in  1888.  The  father 
entered  a  tract  of  Government  land  on  section  15, 
Frf  nklin  Township,  where  the  parents  have  con- 
tin  led  to  reside  for  the  long  period  of  fifty-four 
ypivs.  They  also  labored  industriously  to  improve 
tlie  r  farm  and  establish  a  comfortable  home,  and 
^^^j  fJ^^^  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle 


of  friends  and  acquaintances,  both  among  the  oldl 
and  young.  Father  Whelan  and  father  Wisner- 
both  belonged  originally  to  the  old  Whig  party,  and! 
upon  its  abandonment  cordially  endorsed  Repub- 
lican principles,  taking'a  warm  interest  in  National! 
and  State  affairs. 

Mrs.  Wisner  was  born  in  Franklin  Township,, 
IMarch  19,  1842,  and  likelier  husband  obtained  her- 
education  in  the  common  schools.  She  was  trained' 
by  her  excellent  mother  in  all  those  domestic  duties 
which  have  such  an  influence  upon  the  happiness  of 
a  household,  and  remained  with  her  parents  until 
her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  nine  children,  one  of  whom,  Maude,, 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  months.  Those  surviving, 
are  Ernest,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Logan  County,, 
Neb.;  Owen,  who  makes  his  home  and  works  with 
his  brother  in  Nebraska;  Grace,a  teacher  and  living 
with  her  parents;  Minnie,  also  a  teacher:  Stella,. 
Dewey,  Emily  and  Scott. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wisner  after  their  maniage  began 
life  together  at  the  Wisner  homestead,  where  their 
children  were  born,  and  whei'e  they  purpose  to  re- 
main. Our  subject  keeps  up  the  reputation  of  the 
estate  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner,  and  from 
year  to  year  adds  the  embellishments  in  favor  with 
the  modern  agriculturist.  He  has  held  the  various 
township  offices,  and  like  his  father  before  him,  is  a 
solid  Republican.  His  amiable  and  excellent  wife 
stands  by  his  side  in  all  his  worthy  labors  and  am- 
bitions, and  the  family  is  considered  indispensable 
to  the  social  circles  of  their  community. 


(OSEPH  H.  BLAIN,  Alderman  of  the  Second 
I  Ward,  Adrian,  and  book-keeper  for  the  Lake 
j  Shore  <k  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Com- 
'  pany,  is  a  gentleman  of  good  business  ability, 
worthily  filling  a  responsible  position  and  numbered 
among  the  reliable  citizens  who  go  to  make  up  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  a  community.  His  early  home 
was  in  the  city  of  Liverpool,  England,  where  his 
birth  took  place  on  the  26th  of  February,  1824. 
He  emigrated  to  America  when  a  mere  boy  with  his 
parents,  eToseph  and  Agnes  (McTntyre)  Blain,  who 
settled  in  Montreal,  Canada,  in  1832,     The  father 
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died  there  of  cholera  the  same  year;  the  mother 
survived  her  husband  until  1872,  spending  her  last 
years  in  the  city  of  Toronto. 

Mr.  Blain  received  his  education  in  the  city  of 
Montreal,  and  when  of  suitable  age  entered  a  dry- 
goods  store  there  as  clerk,  being  in  the  employ  of  one 
firm  several  years.  He  then  began  railroading,  and 
in  the  course  of  time  was  given  the  position  of  Pay- 
master on  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad,  which  he 
held  three  years.  During  the  ten  years  following- 
he  was  employed  mostly  upon  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  running  from  the  suspension  bridge  at 
Niagara  Falls  to  Windsor,  Canada. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Blain  made  his  way  to 
Michigan  as  the  employe  of  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  rail- 
road construction,  has  held  continuously  his  present 
position.  While  a  resident  of  St.  Catherines  he 
was  married,  in  1857,  to  Miss  Catherine  YanEvery, 
who  was  a  resident  of  Lincoln  County,  near  Niagara 
Falls.  Their  first  modest^home  was  at  Toronto, 
where  two  of  their  children  were  born.  Of  the  six 
children  who  completed  the  household  circle,  four 
are  still  living:  Joseph  M.  is  operating  in  the 
vicinity  of  Puget  Sound  as  the  employe  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad ;  Abraham  L.  is  Track- 
master  on  the  Ft.  Wayne  Division  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern ;  Agnes  M.  and  Katie 
L.  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Blain  politically  is  Democratic.  He  was 
elected  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  in  the  spring 
of  1886,  and  is  nearing  the  close  of  his  first  term. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent  judgment  and  fre- 
quently presides  at  the  meetings  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  having  been  elected 
President  pro  tern  of  the  council. 


l/ESSIAH  WESTERMAN  is  one  of  the  solid, 

I 

i  reliable  citizens  of  Riga  Township,  where  he 
1  carries  on  his  occupation  of  a  farmer.  In 
^^  connection  with  this  brief  sketch  of  the  life 
of  Mr.  Westerman  we  are  pleased  to  give  a  brief 
account  of  his  father,  James  Westerman,  who  was 
a  man  of  much  ability  and   wUlv  experience.     The 


grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  James  Westerman, 
was  a  native  of  England,  where  he  married,  and 
reared  a  family.  He  finally  left  the  land  of  his  na- 
tivity and  came  with  his  family  to  America,  where 
he  spent  the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  Butler 
County,  Pa. 

James  Westerman,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Manchester,  England,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  and  became  a  skillful  coppersmith.  When 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  came  to  America 
and  first  lived  in  Baltimore,  pursuing  his  trade  of  a 
coppersmith.  He  there  met  Elizabeth  Wilson,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  who  afterward  became  his 
wife.  From  Baltimore  he  went  to  Lowell,  Mass., 
and  there  plied  his  calling  until  his  removal  to 
Pennsylvania.  After  a  few  years'  residence  in 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  City  he  removed  in 
1840  to  Butler  County,  in  the  same  State,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  and  became  actively  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  In  1852  he  left  Pennsylvania 
and  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of 
224  acres  in  Riga  Township,  this  county,  forty  acres 
of  which  were  cleared,  and  included  a  frame 
house  and  a  log  barn.  Tw'O  years  after  he  bought 
the  place  the  dwelling-house  was  burned  with  all 
•its  contents.  Mr.  Westerman  then  built  a  com- 
fortable log  house,  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived 
till  after  the  war.  He  then  sold  his  farm  in  Riga 
Township,  where  he  had  been  much  prospered,  and 
removing  to  Adrian  he  lived  in  retirement. 

Not  long  after  the  completion  of  the  Central  Pa- 
cific Railway  James  Westerman  took  a  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  soon  after  his  return  from  that  journey 
he  sold  his  property  in  Adrian,  and  moved  to 
Blissfield ;  he  subsequently  spent  a  winter  in  Florida. 
During  the  many  years  of  his  long  life  spent  in  the 
United  States  he  visted  many  parts  of  it,  and  be- 
came well  acquainted  with  the  many  and  varied 
resources  of  this  magnificent  country.  After  his 
return  from  Florida  Mr.  Westerman  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  sight,  and  during  the  last  years 
of  his  life  he  made  his  home  with  his  children,  dy- 
ing at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Detroit,  in  1882. 
He  had  long  been  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  oldest  representa- 
tive of  that  order  in  Michigan.  Flis  wife  did  not 
long  survive  him,  as  she  died  the  following  year  at 
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the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  grew 
to  maturit}^ 

Jessiah  Westerman,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born 
in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  Aug.  8,  1837.  He  was  fif- 
teen years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, and  he  can  remember  well  when  deer  and 
other  wild  animals  roamed  through  the  forests 
of  Lenawee  County  at  will.  He  attended  the  pio- 
neer schools  of  Riga  Township,  and  when  school 
was  not  in  session,  he  had  to  perform  his  share 
of  work  on  the  farm.  While  he  was  at  home 
assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  the  war  broke 
out,  and  on  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  he  was 
enrolled  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  14th  Ohio 
Infantry,  which  regiment  soon  went  to  the  front 
and  did  good  service  as  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  Mr.  Westerman  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Wild  Cat  Mountain  and  Chickamauga,  and 
in  December,  1863,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as 
Gen.  Palmer's  bodyguard,  and  efficiently  served 
in  that  capacity  until  the  latter  was  superseded  by 
Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  whom  he  served  in  the 
same  capacity.  He  was  in  Sherman's  campaign 
from  Chattanooga,  under  Gen.  Palmer,  and  with 
Gen.  Davis  at  Jonesboro.  He  was  detained  in 
service  at  Atlanta  three  months  after  his  term  of 
enlistment  expired,  and  then  received  an  honorable 
discharge  and  returned  home. 

The  spring  following  his  return  from  the  seat  of 
war  Mr.  Westerman  was  married  to  Miss  Bel  tie 
M.  Grover,  the  date  of  their  marriage  being  April 
23,  1865  She  was  born  in  Richfield  Township, 
Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Leonard 
Grover,  who  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  After  he 
grew  to  manhood  he  went  to  New  York  to  live 
and  there  married.  He  afterward  removed  to  Lo- 
rain County,  Ohio,  and  thence,  in  1837,  to  Lucas 
County,  and  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Richfield  Township,  where  he  bought  timber  land, 
and  built  a  log  house  for  the  residence  of  his  fam- 
ily, and  in  that  house  Mrs.  Westerman  was  born. 
He  had  a  well-improved  farm  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  May  15,  1861.  His  widow  married  again, 
ind  now  resides  in  Riga  Township. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  bought  the  north- 
east forty  acres  of   land    on    section  33  of   Riga 


Township.  There  were  then  ten  acres  cleared,  and 
he  built  a  small  frame  house  and  lived  there  seven 
years,  clearing  twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  meantime. 
He  then  sold  that  farm,  and  moved  to  the  place 
he  now  owns  and  occupies.  This  farm  is  much 
larger  than  his  first,  containing  120  acres  of  land, 
eighty  of  which  are  well  improved,  with  comforta- 
ble, commodious  buildings.  On  another  page  of 
this  work  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Westerman's 
residence  with  its  surroundings.  Mr.  Westerman 
is  a  systematic,  practical  farmer,  and  has  been 
blessed  with  a  good  wife,  who  has  done  mnch  to 
further  their  united  interests.  Their  home  has 
been  made  pleasant  by  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Alberta,  wife  of  George  L.  Bell,  of  Riga  Township; 
Allie  Dell,  Maud  and  May. 

The  same  patriotism  which  caused  Mr.  Wester- 
man to  enlist  in  his  country's  defense  twenty-six 
years  ago  makes  him  a  good  citizen  to-day.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party  of  this  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brint 
and  McBride  Post  No.  225,  G.  A.  R. 


^TLLIAM  J.  ANDREWS,  whose  early  home 
^'    was   on   the   other  side    of    the    Atlantic, 


''/^'  was  born  in  Leicestershire,  England,  June 
12,  1827,  and  came  to  America  in  1850,  when 
a  young  man  twenty -three  years  of  age.  Soon 
afterward  he  sought  a  home  among  the  pioneers  of 
Ridgeway  Township  and  has  since  been  one  of  its 
most  honored  and  valued  citizens.  Like  many  of 
his  brethren  when  landing  upon  American  soil,  he 
possessed  little  means  and  was  obliged  to  commence 
at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  a 
home  and  secure  a  competence.  The  voyage 
across  the  water  had  been  long  and  tedious,  occu- 
pying seven  weeks,  during  which  time  Mr.  An- 
drews nearly  expired  from  sea  sickness;  but  he  had 
a  remarkably  strong  constitution  and  survived  this 
and  his  later  troubles,  eventually  finding  himself  on 
the  road  to  prosperity. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Andrews  died  in  England  in 
early  life,  and  the  mother  when  quite  aged ;  their 
household  included  six  children.  \¥illiam  J.,  hav- 
ing parted   from  his  mother  early  in  life,   did  not 
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realize  the  importance  and  pleasure  it  would  be  to 
him  in  later  years  to  obtain  and  preserve  their  fam- 
ily record,  and  consequently  can  only  trace  his  his- 
torj^  from  his  childhood  days.  These  were  spent 
after  the  manner  of  children  whose  parents  pos- 
sessed but  modest  means,  and  he  was  in  early  life 
required  to  make  himself  useful  in  assisting  his  par- 
ents to  provide  for  their  family.  He  thus  acquired 
the  habit  of  self-sacrifice  and  persistence,  which  has 
served  him  so  well  in  his  later  years. 

Mr.  Andrews  after  coming  to  this  county  em- 
ployed himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  and 
lived  in  the  most  frugal  manner.  In  this  way  he 
managed  to  save  something  from  his  earnings,  and 
the  prospect  of  a  home  in  the  future  lent  a  stimulus 
to  his  exertions.  He  had  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  a  most  attractive  young  woman  in  Ridge  way 
Township,  namely.  Miss  Elizabeth  Pilbeam,  who 
was  also  of  English  birth  and  parentage,  and  they 
were  united  in  marriage  Oct.  24,  1855.  Mrs.  An- 
drews was  the  daughter  of  excellent  parents,  who 
upon  their  arrival  in  this  country  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  located  in  Ridgeway  Township  during  its 
early  settlement;  they  are  now  dead. 

Mrs.  Andrews  only  lived  four  years  after  her 
marriage,  and  proved  herself  a  most  worthy  wife 
and  helpmeet,  who  assisted  her  husband  during  his 
early  struggles  and  was  always  the  same  cheerful 
companion  and  kindly  counselor,  endearing  her- 
self to  him  in  a  thousand  ways.  The  tie  between 
them  was  strengthened  by  the  birth  of  two  children, 
one  of  whom,  Amanda  M.,  died  when  an  interest- 
ing maiden  of  sixteen  years;  the  other  daughter, 
Mary  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Jackson,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Wilmington,  Will  Co.,  III.,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children — William  S.,  Charles  and 
a  babe  unnamed. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  March  19,  1860,  was  formerly  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  John  and  IDlizabeth  (Horton)  Bur- 
nett, natives  of  Yorkshire,  England,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married.  There  also  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Andrews  was  born,  in  September,  1822.  Her  par- 
ents came  to  the  United  States  about  1850,  and  Mrs. 
A.  joined  them  here  five  years  later,  after  a  brief 
stay  in  Canada  with  her  brother.  Both  the  Horton 
^^      and  the  Burnett  families  were  people  of  prominence 


in  their  native  county  and  well-to-do  financial  y. 
Most  of  them  were  agriculturists  and  the  p  d- 
prietors  of  extensive  tracts  of  land  in  Yorkshi:*©. 
Upon  coming  to  this  county  the  parents  of  Mrs.  A. 
located  in  Macon  Township  wiiere  their  decei  se 
took  place  some  years  ago. 

By  this  later  marriage  Mr.  Andrews  became  1  he 
father  of  two  children — Orin  P.,  w^ho  died  wl  eh 
three  months  old,  and  William  J.,  an  intelligent  a  ifl 
industrious  young  man  who  assists  in  the  mana^;^- 
ment  of  his  father's  farm  and  possesses  the  sa  nje 
energy  and  industry  which  have  made  our  subject  sio 
successful  in  life.  Soon  after  his  marriage  B  i^. 
Andrews  located  upon  his  present  farm,  which  co  li- 
prises  sixty-eight  acres  under  a  fine  state  of  culti^  a- 
tion,  and  lies  on  section  5.  In  addition  to  this  lie 
owns  174  acres  in  another  part  of  thG  township  a  id 


considerable  village  property.     He  has  been,  in 


all 


respects,  the  architect  of  his  ovvn  fortune,  and  diqs 
not  regret  the  experience  which  called  out  the 
strongest  points  in  his  character. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  memb  its 
in  good  standing  of  the  First  Methodist  Episco  )al 
Church  of  Ridgeway  Township.  Upon  becomi  ng 
a  naturalized  citizen  Mr.  Andrews  cast  his  fi  c^ 
Presidential  vote  for  Pierce,  but  is  usually  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  preferring  to  support  the  ci  n- 
didate  whom  he  considers  most  worthy  to  serve  he 
interests  of  the  people. 

y^ILLIAM  C.  MORAN,  Treasurer  of  Lei  a- 
wee  County  and  a  gentleman  now  in  Ihe 
prime  of  life,  was  born  near  Hudson,  t  i|s 
county,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1848.  He  ]  ajs 
since  been  a  resident  of  this  section,  and  the  peo  )l|e 
among  whom  he  has  lived  so  long  and  before  wh<  rii 
acquitted  himself  so  creditably,  have  learned  ti) 
respect  him  for  his  excellent  traits  of  charact  jr, 
which  combine  uprightness  and  integrity  withgoji 
business  capacities.  He  was  elected  to  his  pres(  n|t 
office  in  1886,  and  is  discharging  its  duties  in  ah 
efficient  and  praiseworthy  manner. 

Michael  Moran,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wa|  a 
native  of   Ireland,    where   he    was  born    in   1 
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place  of  his  imtivity,  and  from  there  he  iinini grated 
to  this  country  when  a  young  man  nineteen  years 
of  age.  He  first  located  iu  New  York  wliere  he  re- 
mained until  1835,  when  he  cast  his  lot  with  the 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  locating  upon  the  tract  of 
land  where  he  continued  to  live  until  called  hence^ 
His  death  occurred  on  the  9th  of  May,  1881,  when 
sixty -eight  years  of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  man  wdio  had 
traveled  extensively,  and  had  been  keenly  observ- 
ant of  what  he  had  seen  during  his  wanderings- 
He  visited  California  in  1850,  remaining  upon  the 
Pacific  Coast  two  years,  and  upon  his  return  traveled 
over  many  of  the  new  States  and  Territories  of  the 
West.  As  a  father,  husband  and  citizen,  he  was 
held  in  the  highest  regard,  and  found  to  be  uni- 
formly upright  and  straightforward  in  his  business 
affairs.  He  was  a  great  sufferer  during  his  last 
brief  illness,  having  typhoid-pneumonia,  but  bore 
his  affliction  with  great  patience  and  retahied 
full  consciousness  until  quietly  breathing  his  last. 
His  death  was  the  occasion  of  universal  regret  in 
the  community  wdiich  had  known  him  so  long  and 
learned  to  respect  him  for  his  personal  w^orth. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Lucy 
Andrews,  vvas  married  to  Michael  Moran,  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  in  1844.  She  accompanied  her  husband  to 
this  county,  sharing  with  him  the  trials  and  difficul- 
ties of  life  in  a  pioneer  settlement.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  William  C,  our 
subject,  was  the  eldest  son;  Matthew  C.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Warsaw,  Ind.;  Julia  E.,  the  eldest  daughter 
and  child,  married  B.  F.  Richardson;  Mary  F.  and 
Addison  B.,  all  reside  in  Warsaw,  Ind.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  is  now  a  resident  of  Hudson,  and  has 
reached  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  tow^n- 
ship,  which  was  supplemented  upon  his  approaching 
manhood,  by  attendance  at  Oak  Grove  Seminary. 
He  then  returned  to  the  farm  and  continued  act- 
ively engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the 
meantime  his  warm  interest  in  public  affairs  and  a 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  had  attracted  the 
attention  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  commended  him 
to  them  as  one  worthy  of  preferment.  He  was  ac- 
coi-dingly  elected  County  Treasurer,  and  assumed 


the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  1st  of  January,  18^7, 
As  the  conservator  of  important  interests  he  is 
looked  upon  with  confidence  and  esteem,  and  is 
proving  himself  worthy  of  these  in  a  marked  da* 
gree. 

Mr.  Moran,  March  18,  1874,  was  united  in  mi  r* 
riage  with  Miss  Rachel  McCarty,  one  of  his  chill- 
hood  associates,  and  who  was  born  in  his  own  town^ 
Feb.  26,  1850.  She  was  also  reared  to  womai- 
hood  there  and  remained  with  her  parents,  H.  ;  ^ 
and  Regina  (Unangst)  McCarty,  until  becomii  g 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCar  ,y 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  subject  and  1  is 
wife  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  so  i$ 
I  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Gertie  C,  Bertha  1  ^ 
Charles  Frederick,  Jerome  N.,  William  M.  ai  4 
Benjamin  R.  j 

During  his  residence  on  the  farm  Mr.  Mor  4 
served  five  years  as  Commissioner  of  Draina^  e[ 
Politically  he  has  always  voted  the  straight  Repu  )f 
lican  ticket.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masor  ie 
fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Clayton  Lodge  N  :)j 
278.  He  is  genial  in  his  manner  and  popular  as  4 
citizen  and  occupies  a  snug  home  in  Adrian,  svhh^ 
is  the  resort  of  the  cultivated  people  of  his  a  3-| 
quaintance. 

Prominent  among  the  well-known  and  high 
respected  citizens  of  Lenawee  County,  wdio  enjo; 
the  confidence  of  its  best  citizens,  stands  Mr.  Mora  ij 
and  as  such  we  gladly  present  his  portrait  in  tl  is 
volume. 

OHN  H.  VAN   PELT,    a  prosperous  farmli] 
living  in  Riga  Township,  was  born  in  Hig 
land  County,  Ohio,  July  20,  1837,  and  is 
(^j/j    German-English    origin.     His    great-gran( 
parents  on   the  Van  Pelt  side  of   the  house  we  e 
natives  of  Germany,  and  were  there  reared  and  ma  •■ 
ried.     After  they    had    been    married    for   seven! 
years,  they  came,  sometime  away  back  in  the  eigh 
eenth  century,  with  their  children  to  this  countr 
and  made  their  new  home  in  the  wilds  of  the  Sta 
of  Pennsylvania.     There  their  son,  the  grandfath 
of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  marrie* 
and  made  his  home  in  that  State  the  rest  of  his  li 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  manhood    an 
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was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Elizabeth  Taylor, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  English  descent.  In 
the  year  1828  they  left  the  State  of  their  nativity, 
and  removed  to  Highland  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Van 
Felt  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  followed  his 
calling  here,  in  the  village  of  New  Petersburg, 
where  he  bought  land  and  built  a  home.  In  the 
3^ear  1850  he  sold  his  property  in  New  Petersbui-g, 
and  accompanied  by  his  family,  pushed  on  further 
West,  having  resolved  to  engage  in  agriculture  in 
the  State  of  Iowa.  There  were  then  no  railwaj^s  be- 
yond Chicago,  and  they  made  the  entire  journ€\Y 
with  teams,  walking  a  part  of  the  time,  and  camp- 
ing by  the  vvay  at  night  for  needed  rest,  and  to  pre- 
pare food;  the}^  located  in  Mt.  Pleasant.  They 
seemed  to  have  chosen  a  particularly  unfortunate 
year  for  their  new  venture,  as  the  summer  of  1851 
was  a  very  wet  season,  and  there  were  frequent 
freshets  in  the  rivers.  At  one  time  the  father  and 
one  of  his  sons  went  to  Keokuk.  While  they  were 
away  it  rained,  and  the  river  which  they  had  to  cross 
near  their  home  rose  during  their  absence  very 
rapidly,  so  that  on  their  return  to  its  banks  it  was 
almost  unfordable;  but  they  pushed  boldly  into  the 
stream.  The  son  was  riding  one  of  the  oxen,  when 
the  wagon  uncoupled  and  floated  down  the  stream 
with  the  father  in  it.  The  son  arrived  at  the  op- 
posite bank  all  right,  and  then  succeeded  in  getting 
the  wagon  ashore  and  rescuing  his  father  from  his 
perilous  position.  Their  fare  while  in  that  country 
was  very  much  restricted,  as  no  wheat  was  procur- 
able, nor  many  of  the  other  things  which  are  to- 
day considered  indispensable  articles  of  diet.  The 
settlers  were  so  far  from  a  mill  that  often  they 
could  not  get  their  corn  ground,  so  they  used  to 
boil  it  and  make  hominy,  which  was  their  chief 
food.  Their  prospects  in  low^a  were  so  discourag- 
ing that  the  family  returned  to  Ohio.  They  located 
near  Sylvania,  Lucas  County,  where  Mr:  Van  Pelt 
bought  a  farm,  on  which  he  and  his  wife  spent  their 
remaining  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, who  grew  to  maturit3^  The  family  record  is 
as  follows:  Isaac  died  in  1887;  Sarah  Jane  is  the 
wife  of  Aaron  Cleveland,  of  Clermont  County, 
Ohio;  Lewis,  George  and  Thomas  are  residents  of 
Ohio,  and  John  H.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Our  subject  was  thirteen  years  old  when  the  family 
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removed  to  Iowa,  and  remembers  well  the  exciting 
incidents  of  their  journey  to  and  from  there,  and 
the  experiences  of  their  settlement  in  that  place. 
As  a  boy  his  days  of  labor  on  the  farm  were  varied 
by  attendance  at  the  district  school  in  his  native 
place,  and  after  his  return  from  Iowa,  in  a  district 
school  in  Sylvania.  He  was  sixteen  when  his  father's 
death  occurred,  and  he  continued  to  reside  at  home, 
assisting  his  mother,  until  he  was  twenty  years  of 
age,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  car- 
penter and  joiner. 

In  1 860  Mr.  Van  Pelt  married  Celestia  Mersereau, 
a  native  of  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was 
born  March  10,  1848.  Her  grandfather,  Daniel 
Mersereau,  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  story  is  told  of  his 
wife,  who  was  born  while  Pennsylvania  was  yet  an 
P^nglish  colon}^,  and  was  ten  years  old  when  the 
Revolutionary  War  broke  out,  that  she  narrowly 
escaped  capture  during  an  Indian  raid,  in  which  her 
father's  house  was  burned.  Fortunately  the  house 
was  near  a  fort,  and  the  family  managed  to  escape 
to  it  and  were  saved. 

Mrs.  Van  Pelt's  father,  Cornelius  Mersereau,  was 
a  woolen  manufacturer,  and  when  he  was  a  young 
man  he  came  West  and  located  in  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  taking  up  a  tract  of  land  now  included  in  To- 
ledo. He  married  there  Sarah  Phillips,  of  Ger- 
man antecedents,  though  born  in  America.  Shortly 
after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Mersereau  sold  his  property 
in  Ohio,  and  returned  with  his  wife  to  New  York, 
the  entire  journey  being  made  with  a  horse  and 
sleigh.  He  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods  in  Owego  until  1847.  In  that  year  he  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  S^^lvania,  where  he 
improved  a  farm.  He  is  still  living  in  Lucas  County 
with  one  of  his  sons,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  The  death  of  his  wife  occurred  some 
years  ago  in  Sylvania. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Van  Pelt  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter  till  1866,  when  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  to 
which  he  had  been  bred.  He  came  to  this  county 
and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  is  still  living,  con- 
sisting of  eighty  acres  of  timber  land.  His  first 
work  was  to  build  a  log  house  for  the  home  of  him- 
self and  family,  and  he  then  set  diligently  to   work 
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to  clear  his  land.  He  now  has  forty -five  acres 
cleared  and  well  tilled,  and  he  has  exchanged  the 
log  house  for  a  more  commodious  and  convenient 
frame  dwelling,  while  he  has  a  good  set  of  farm 
buildings.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Pelt 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children, 
namel}-  :  Alice,  who  married  Henry  Gull,  of  Kiga 
Township;  Louis,  living  in  Lima,  Ohio ;  and  George, 
Arthur,  Ernest,  John,  Charles,  and  a  babe  unnamed, 
deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Pelt  are  well  regarded  by  the 
people  in  this  community  for  their  sterling  worth, 
and  they  are  devoted  members  of  the  Church  of 
God.  Mr.  Van  Pelt  is  a  man  of  earnest  convictions. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  but, 
although  still  believing  in  the  principles  of  that 
party,  being  much  interested  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance, he  has  now  liecome  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Prohibition  movement. 


r^^HOMAS  S.  WETER,  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
dents and  most  successful  agriculturists  of 
Palmja-a  Township,  was  born  in  Flo3^d, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  M  of  March,  1821,  nnd 
is  the  son  of  Josephus  Weter,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  State  and  was  a  farmer  of  Oneida  Count}^  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  it  is  believed,  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his 
life  in  Oneida  County,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-five  years.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
farmer,  and  also  a  boatman  on  the  Erie  Canal,  and 
engaged  extensively  in  the  transportation  business. 
He  followed  the  canal  from  1820  to  1840,  after 
which  he  devoted  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  remained  in  Oneida 
County  until  1849,  in  which  year  he  removed  to 
Lenawee  County  and  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land 
in  Blissfield  Township,  upon  which  he  lived  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  about  1877,  when  he  was 
in  his  eighty- third  year.  About  the  year  1815 
Josephus  Weter,  the  father  of  our  subject,  married 
Miss  Annie  Buckley,  a  daughter  of  John  Buckley, 
who  came  from  England  in  1777  and  settled  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  New  York.  Josephus  and 
Annie  Weter  had  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two 


daughters,  our  subject  being  the  second  son  and 
third  child.  Only  one  of  the  family  is  now  living, 
Thomas  S. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  during 
his  youth,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  eleven 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  out  to  work  in  order  to 
earn  his  own  living.  The  first  two  years  he  re- 
ceived in  the  way  of  compensation  simply  his  board 
and  clothes,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  commanded 
$11  per  month,  which  in  those  days  was  considered 
good  wages.  He  continued  on  a  farm,  working  by 
the  month,  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  undertook  to  learn  the  trade  of  wagon- 
maker.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  in  1841,  he  went  to 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  and  leased  a  farm  for  four 
years,  paying  his  rent  with  a  portion  of  the  grain 
raised.  In  1845  he  removed  from  Ohio  to  Michi- 
gan, and  purchased  forty  acres  of  wild  land  on  sec- 
tion 3,  in  Palmyra  Township,  for  which  he  paid 
17.50  per  acre.  He  immediatelj?^  began  clearing  the 
timber  off  this  land  and  making  permanent  improve- 
ments, and  at  the  same  time  rentc^d  an  improved 
farm  adjoining,  which  he  farmed  for  a  couple  of 
years. 

In  1852  Mr.  Weter  went  to  California  by  wf)y  of 
New  York  and  the  Isthmus,  landing  in  San  Fran- 
cisco in  thirty-one  days  from  the  time  he  started. 
After  arriving  in  California  he  procured  work  at  |4 
per  day,  at  which  he  continued  for  sixteen  days, 
when  the  rainy  season  set  in  and  stopped  his  work. 
He  then  engaged  at  mining  at  $6  per  day,  until  the 
water  supply  gave  out,  and  that  was  discontinued. 
For  two  months  he  devoted  his  time  to  prospecting 
with  varied  success,  during  which  time  he  spent  the 
greater  portion  of  his  earnings.  At  this  time  he 
engaged  to  build  a  flume  on  the  American  River, 
and  when  the  flume  was  completed  he,  with  two 
others,  purchased  the  claim,  and  worked  it  for 
eighteen  weeks  vvith  good  success.  Our  subject  then 
sold  his  interest  in  the  claim  and  went  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  from  there  to  his  home  in  Michigan.  It 
was  his  intention  to  return  to  California,  but  soon 
after  arriving  in  Lenawee  County  he  was  prostrated 
by  severe  sickness  which  prevented  it.  He  then 
purchased  twenty  more  acres  at  $7.50  per  acre,  and 
five  years  later  paid  for  the  farm  he  now  occupies, 
containing  160  acres  of  fine  land,  which  has  good 
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buildings  and  other  first-class  improvements.  In 
1873  Mr.  Weter  was  attacked  with  sciatic  rheu- 
matism, and  in  the  fall  of  1875,  with  the  hope  that, 
his  health  might  be  benefited,  he  went  to  California, 
and  remained  there  until  the  following  spring 
Since  that  time  he  has  visited  nearly  all  the  cele- 
brated springs  in  the  country,  including  the  Ar- 
kansas Hot  Springs  and  the  different  magnetic 
springs  in  Michigan,  none  of  which,  however,  have 
afforded  him  permanent  relief. 

On  the  5th  of  November.   1843,   Mr.   Weter  was 
married    to    Mary    Pooley,    daughter   of    Edward 
Pooley,  of  Marion,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs. 
Weter  was  also  born,  July  17,  1824.     Of  this  union 
there  were  born  two  children — Ann   Maria,  born  in 
Jackson  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  5,  1845,  now  the  wife 
of  Wayne  Roberts,  of  Palmyra,  and  Edward,  born 
in  Palmyra,  Aug.  29,  1849,  and  who  died  in  August, 
1851.    Mrs.  Mary  Weter  died  in  Palmyra  in  August, 
1851.     On   the   27th   of   March,    1853,   Mr.  Weter 
married  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Wood,  daughter  of  David 
and  Mary  Upton,  of  Roland,  Lenawee  County,  by 
whom  he  has  had  six  children,  all  born  in  Palmyra, 
as  follows:  Shepherd,  born  Jan.  4,  1854,  is  married 
and  resides  in  Pennsylvania;  Arabell,  born  July  1(5, 
1855,  married  Harrop  Freeman,  of  Ridge  way,  Ma- 
comb   Co.,     Mich.,    and    after  his    death   married 
Thomas  Fanning,  of  the   same   county;  James  E., 
born  April  9,  1858,  lives  in  Macomb  County  ;  Nel- 
son C,  born  April  1,  1861,  was  graduated  from  the 
Adrian  College  and  is  now^  practicing  law  in  Antrim 
County,  Mich.;  David  Fl  was  born  Nov.  16,  1863; 
Cora  M.,  born  March  4,  1865,  married  George  Isley, 
and  they  live  on  the  old  homestead.     Mrs.   Mary 
Ann  Weter  was  born  in  Ontario,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y., 
March   27,  1825,  and  came   to   Michigan   with  her 
parents  in    1846,   settling  in   Wheatland,    Elillsdale 
County.     She  was  married  to  Nelson  Wood  in  Sep- 
tember, 1847,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  who  died 
in  infancy.     Mr.  Wood  died  Sept.  16, 1849.  David 
Upton,  her  father,  was  born  in  Charlemont,  Mass., 
and  died  in  RoUin,  this  county,  in  1859.     He  mar- 
ried Mary   Marsh,  by   whom  he  had  ten  children, 
three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  Mrs.   Weter  being 
the  eighth  child  and  fifth  daughter.     David   Upton 
came  from  Puritan  stock  and  represented  the  sixth 
generation. 


Mr.  Weter  has  been  a  successful  farmer  during 
his  residence  in  Lenawee  County,  and  has  estab- 
lished for  himself  and  family  a  home  which  is  com- 
fortable in  all  its  surroundings.  As  a  citizen  of  the 
county  and  township  he  stands  high  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
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(^f  LONZO  MITCHELL.  The  preservation  of 
j^Oj  facts  making  up  the  lives  of  prominent  and 
ll\  useful  men  is  not  only  a  great  source  of 
gratification  to  personal  friends,  but  serves 
alan  incentive  to  those  who  would  achieve  fortune 
or  distinction  in  something  a  little  above  the  ordin- 
ary walks  of  life.  Upon  sketching  the  biography 
of  a  man  who  has  l)een  successful  and  earned  the 
respect  of  his  fellowmen,  it  is  but  natural  to  revert 
to  the  beginning  of  his  career,  and  note  in  what 
manner  he  commenced  in  life  and  what  were  the 
difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend.  The 
early  pioneers  of  the  West  were  noted  for  their  cor- 
rect moral  principles  and  their  wonderful  energy. 
They  endured  hardships  which  are  unknown  to  their 
children,  and  persevered  through  difficulties  that 
would  dismay  the  spirits  of  the  present  day  who 
have  been  aided  by  the  light  of  an  advanced  civil- 
ization. The  least  that  posterity  can  du  for  them 
is  to  preserve  the  history  of  their  lives,  and  imbue 
their  cliildren  with  the  principles  which  guided 
those  lives  and  which  have  rendered  this  age  w^hat 
it  is  to-day.  As  one  of  the  important  factors  who 
assisted  in  bringing  about  the  era  of  piety  and  intel- 
ligence in  the  Northwest,  we  strive  to  give  as  near 
as  possible  the  main  points  in  the  history  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  and 
was  born  in  Cummington,  Hampshire  County,  March 
28,  1807.  His  father,  William  Mitchell,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  town,  and  born  Dec.  10,  1782.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Bridge  water, 
Mass.,  where  he  farmed  during  his  early  life  and 
removed  thence  to  Hampshire  County.  The  country 
was  then  but  a  wilderness,  and  he  took  his  station 
in  the  forest,  where  he  felled  the  trees  around  him 
and  in  due  time  had  cleared  a  farm  and  built  up  a 


•►HJH*^- 


m 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


285 


comfortable  homestead,  which  he  occupied  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  children,  twelve  in  num- 
ber, all  grew  to  mature  years,  were  married  and 
reared  families  of  their  own. 

William  Mitchell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  not 
quite  content  with  farm  life,  learned  the  trade  of 
tanner,  and  locating  at  Cummington,  followed  his 
trade  there  until  1833.  He  then  sold  out  his  busi- 
ness, and  migrating  to  Michigan,  located  in  Pal- 
myra Township  on  section  19,  where  he  erected  a 
frame  house  and  afterward  put  up  a  tannery,  where 
he  carried  on  business  until  resting  from  his  earthly 
labors,  his  death  taking  place  July  17,  1856.  Me 
had  married  in  his  native  State  Miss  Clarissa  Bisbee, 
who  w^as  born  in  Plainfield,  Mass.,  June  6,  1788. 
She  came  to  the  West  with  hei*  husband,  endured 
cheerfully  the  inconveniences  and  hardships  of  life 
in  a  new  country,  and  passed  away  just  one  month 
previous  to  the  death  of  her  husband,  her  death 
taking  place  June  17,  1856.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  twelve  children,  seven  sons  and  five 
daughters,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
but  only  three  are  now  living. 

Alonzo  Mitchell  was  the  second  child  of  his  par- 
ents, and  in  common  with  his  brothers  and  sisters 
commenced  going  to  school  at  an  early  age,  and 
continued  his  studies  until  fifteen  years  old.  After- 
ward his  services  were  utilized  in  the  tanner}',  in 
the  details  of  which  he  became  thoroughly  posted, 
and  remained  a  member  of  his  father's  household 
until  1820.  He  then  proceeded  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  w^orked  a  few  months  as  a  carpenter,  but 
returned  to  Massachusetts  and  engaged  in  a  tannery 
at  Cummington  for  tw^o  years  following.  He  was 
not  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his  prospects  in 
the  East,  and  accordingly,  in  the  month  of  A})ril, 
1831,  accompanied  by  John  Bryant,  brother  of  the 
poet,  William  Cullen  Bryant,  started  for  the  great 
West.  They  proceeded  by  wagon  to  Troy,  N.  Y., 
where  they  took  passage  on  a  canal  boat  to  Buffalo, 
thence  by  the  lake  to  Monroe,  Mich.,  and  from  there 
on  foot  to  ^Adrian,  about  forty-five  miles  distant. 
They  landed  in  what  was  then  but  the  beginning  of 
a  town  on  the  4th  of  May,  after  sixteen  days' 
travel.  The  post-office  at  Adrian  was  then  in  a  log 
house  and  the  country  around  was  but  thinly  set- 
tled.    Mr.  Mitchell  entered  a  tract  of  Government 


land  on  section  22,  in  Palmyra  Township,  and  a 
part  of  which  is  now  included  in  the  village.  Hav- 
ing a  good  opportunit}^  to  sell  he  parted  with  this 
soon  afterward  and  entered  another  tract  on  the 
same  section.  Having  now  taken  the  first  steps 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  future  home  he  re- 
turned to  Massachusetts  to  fulfill  a  pledge  made  to 
a  young  lady  there,  was  married,  and  two  weeks- 
later  started  with  his  bride  again  for  the  West. 
Their  journey  was  made  in  much  the  same  manner 
as  had  been  that  of  Mr.  Mitchell  before,  and  upon 
arriving  in  Palmyra  Towmship  he  rented  a  small 
house  adjacent  to  his  land,  which  the  j^oung  people 
occupied  a  little  more  than  a  year,  then  went  into 
the  new  log  dwelling  on  their  own  land. 

In  the  embryo  town  of  Adrian  there  was  fortu- 
nately a  saw  and  grist  mill,  which  proved  a  great 
convenience  to  the  early  settlers.  The  country 
around,  however,  abounded  with  all  kinds  of  ani- 
mals, including  deer^  wolves,  bears,  wild  turkeys  and 
wild-cats.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  a  good  marksman  and 
kept  the  family  supplied  with  choice  meats.  The 
howling  of  the  wolves  vvas  a  serenade  they  would 
willingly  have  dispensed  with,  but  it  gave  way  in 
time  as  the  country  became  settled  and  the  rifles  of 
the  pioneers  caused  these  animals,  with  the  others, 
to  disappear. 

Mr.  Mitchell  from  his  early  training  and  natural 
gifts  vvas  at  once  recognized  as  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability,  and  destined  to  become  a  useful 
member  of  the  community.  He  was  foremost  in 
those  enterprises  calculated  to  develop  the  resources 
of  the  country  and  improve  the  condition  of  the 
})eople.  He  encouraged  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  schools  and  was  one  of  the  seven 
original  members  who  organized  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Adrian.  Later  he  assisted  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  church  edifice  at  Palmyra,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  liberal  and  cheerful  contributors  to  the 
support  of  the  society  there.  He  labored  early  and 
late,  both  on  his  farm  and  in  behalf  of  the  interests 
outside,  and  was  prominent  in  local  and  political, 
as  well  as  religious  affairs.  He  assisted  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Republican  party  in  this  section,  and 
has  since  been  one  of  its  most  faithful  adherents. 
He  served  as  Assessor  and  Highway  Commissioner 
and  in  his  district  as  School  Director  and  Trustee. 
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He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  still  connected  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Palmyra,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  Trustee  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Mitchell 
became  identified  with  the  Congregationalists  in  her 
native  State  when  a  yonng  girl. 

Notwithstanding  his  incessant  and  arduous  labors 
and  the  toil  and  care  involved  in  building  up  the 
comfortable  homestead  he  now^  enjoys,  Mr.  Mitchell, 
rather  than  failing  in  bodily  health,  has  seemed  to 
derive  strength  from  what  he  has  accomplished,  and 
preserves  his  physical  and  mental  povvers  in  a  re- 
markable degree,  considering  the  fact  that  he  is  now 
over  eighty  years  of  age.  He  converses  with  all 
the  vigor  and  intelligence  of  his  youth,  of  which  he 
can  relate  many  interesting  incidents,  and  has 
learned  to  look  with  a  philosophical  eye  upon  the 
changeful  life  which  it  has  been  his  to  witness.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he  is  regarded  with 
the  utmost  reverence  and  respect  by  all  who  know 
him.  His  life  has  been  worthy  of  imitation.  Dur- 
ing the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1831-32,  Mr.  Mitchell 
campaigned  seventeen  days. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  was  before  her  marriage  Miss 
Lyanda  Shaw.  She  was  born  in  Worthington,  Hamp- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  in  March,  1813,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Polly  Shaw,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  who  passed  to  their  long  home  in 
their  native  State  many  years  ago.  She  became  the 
wife  of  Alonzo  Mitchell  Aug.  16,  1831,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  the  home  of  her  uncle  in  Cum- 
mington.  She  has  since  remained  his  faithful  and 
affectionate  helpmeet,  and  enjoys  with  him  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  a  laro^e  circle  of  friends. 


^^    J.  BARTHOLOMEW,  who  has  been  suc- 

^^^   cessfully  engaged    in  agricultural  pursuits 

(u/^j  on  his  present  farm  in  Riga  Township  since 

1880,  is  a  native  of  Madison  County,  Y.  Y., 

his  birth  occurring   June    22,    1840.     His    father, 

Albert  J.  Bartholomew^  was  also  a  native   of  that 

county,  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  and  there 

married    Miss  Nancy   Smith,   of    Hartford,    Conn. 

They  continued  to  reside  in  Madison  County  for 

some  years  after  marriage,  and  in  1854  removed  to 

Jefferson  County,   Wis.,   where   Mr.    Bartholomew 


bought  a  farm,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  with  much  success  until  his  death  in 
18()8.  His  widow  died  Jan.  24,  1888,  in  White- 
water, Wis.  They  were  eminently  worthy  of  the 
respect  of  the  people  among  whom  they  settled. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  practical 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  place 
and  of  Jefferson  County,  and  was  also  well  trained 
in  the  duties  pertaining  to  farm  life.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  the  fall  of  1862,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  21st  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
and  went  with  his  regiment  to  Kentucky.  He  w^as 
afterward  taken  sick,  and  at  the  end  of  five  months' 
service  discharged  on  account  of  disability,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Wisconsin  to  recruit  his 
health.  In  1864  he  enlisted  a  second  time,  and  be- 
came a  member  of  Company  H,  1st  Wisconsin 
Heavy  Artillery.  He  did  good  service  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  Avas  honorably  discharged  in 
June,  1865,  when  he  returned  home  and  resumed 
the  occupation  he  had  left  to  go  forth  in  the 
interests  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Bartholomew  w^as  married,  July  6,  1870,  to 
Miss  Emily  Morrison,  a  native  of  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  her  birth  occurring  there  Aug.  6,  1844.  She 
is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence  and  ability.  She  was 
well  educated,  and  commenced  teaching  at  the  early 
age  of  sixteen.  After  her  mother's  death  she  w^ent 
to  Wisconsin  and  taught  school  there.  Her  father, 
Orrin  Morrison,  was  a  native  of  Colerain,  IMass., 
but  when  a  boy  went  from  there  to  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Miss 
Laura  Barrett,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Her  father, 
Gaius  Barrett,  was'also  a  native  of  the  latter  State, 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Stillwater, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  aged  over  ninety 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrison  continued  to  make 
their  home  in  Oneida  County  until  their  death,  his 
occurring  in  1861,  and  hers  in  1863.    ^ 

In  the  year  1873  our  subject  and  his  family  went 
to  Iowa  to  try  farming  in  that  State.  He  bought 
a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Pottwattamie  County, 
and  there  improved  a  farm,  on  which  he  resided 
till  1880,  when  he  sold  his  property  in  low^a  and 
returned  to  this  part  of  the  country.  He  spent  the 
winter  in  Blissfield,  this  county,  and  then  bought  a 
farm,  where  he  and  his  family  have  since  made  their 
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home.  He  has  fifty-four  acres  of  land,  the  greater 
part  of  which  is  cleared,  under  good  improvement, 
and  capable  of  producing  rich  harvests;  he  also  has 
good,  convenient  buildings,  and  is  very  pleasantly 
situated. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bartholomew  have  been  born 
two  children — John  C.  and  Louisa  W.  Mr.  Bar- 
tholomew is  a  member  of  Brint  and  McBride  Post 
No.  225,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a  good  citizen  and  a  man 
of  uj^right  character,  and  though  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  tliis  community  but  a  few  years,  he  has 
already  gained  the  respect  of  its  best  people. 

"\Tp^  W.  GOIIEEN  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  is  tlie 
1-^  eldest  son  of  John  Gioheen,  whose  fatlier, 
Ij^^)  Edward  Goheen,  was  a  native  of  Wales,  but 
came  with  his  parents  to  America  when  he  was  a 
young  cliihl,  about  the  time  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. They  located  in  Pennsylvania  or  New 
York,  where  Edward  grew  to  manhood,  and  mar- 
ried Christiana  Roup,  who  was  of  German  descent, 
and  some  of  whose  ancestors  were  earlj^  settlers  in 
New  York  State.  They  spent  the  first  few  years  of 
their  married  life  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa., 
where  Mr.  Golieen  followed  the  trade  of  hand 
weaver.  Thc\Y  afterward  removed  to  Groveland 
Township,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  occupation  of  a  weaver  until  his  death  at 
the  age  of  thirty-six.  His  widow  survived  him 
mau}^  years,  and  lived  to  come  to  Michigan  with 
her  son,  and  died  here  in  1845. 

Jolin  Goheen,  fatlier  of  our  subject  and  the  eld- 
est of  eight  children  in  the  parental  family,  was  born 
in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  in  the  year  1796. 
In  his  boyhood  he  went  to  (4roveIand  Township,. 
N.  Y.,  with  his  parents,  and  there  met  and  after- 
ward married  Elizabetli  Headly,  who  was  bom  in 
1797,  and  was  reared  by  the  Roup  famil\'.  After 
marriage  he  engaged  in  farming  in  (Troveland 
Township,  and  there  continued  to  live  until  after 
the  birth  of  four  children,  when  he  and  his  family 
came  to  Michigan.  They  first  went  to  Detroit  by 
the  way  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Detroit  River,  and 
thence  came  across  the  country  to  this  county,  oc- 
cupying four  days  in  coming  from   Detroit,  a  di&- 


tance  of  sixty  miles.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  160 
acres  of  Government  land  in  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  13  of  what  is  now  Clinton  Township.  It 
lay  in  an  unbroken  wilderness;  the  Indians  still 
made  their  home  in  that  primeval  forest,  where 
their  fathers  had  dwelt  from  time  immemorial; 
wild  game  abounded,  and  our  subject,  who  was  a 
small  boy,  has  a  vivid  remembrance  of  hearing 
many  thrilling  stories  of  encounters  vvith  bears  near 
tlie  settlements.  John  Goheen  and  his  wife  lived 
to  see  the  land  vvhich  tliey  obtained  from  ''Uncle 
Sam"  wlien  it  was  in  a  wild  and  uncultivated  con- 
dition developed  into  a  good  farm.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  18()(),  and  his  wife  survived  him  until 
1881 ;  they  were  both  stanch  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Mr.  Goheen  was  a  Whig,  and 
later,  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
joined  that  organization.  They  were  good,  honest 
and  iudustrious  people,  and  they  have  left  a  pleas- 
ant memory  l)ehind  them  of  many  acts  of  kindness 
toward  their  neighl)ors  and  others  less  fortunate 
llian  themselves.  Their  old  homestead  was  trans- 
ferred to  one  of  their  sons  and  is  still  in  the  family. 

E.  W.  Goheen,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Grove- 
land,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  IG,  1822.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and  being  an  intel- 
ligent lad,  eagerly  took  advantage  of  his  chances 
for  attending  school.  When  he  was  nineteen 
years  old  he  spent  one  winter  in  school,  where  he 
I  made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies  and  was  fitted 
for  teaching,  wliich  vocation  he  pursued  for  awhile 
before  his  marriage.  That  important  event  in  his 
life  occurred  in  Saline,  Washtenaw  Coimty,  on  the 
loth  of  March,  1859,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss 
Cliarlotte,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Harri- 
son) Niblack.  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Niblack  were  married  in  Sparta, 
Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they*  lived  for  many 
years,  and  had  born  to  them  ten  children,  Mrs. 
Golieen,  of  this  notice,  being  the  youngest.  She 
was  born  Aug.  16,  1826,  and  was  a  child  when  her 
parents  came  with  their  family  to  Michigan  in  the 
year  1833,  and  located  in  the  township  of  Saline, 
Washtenaw  County,  on  a  tract  of  Government 
land,  vvhich  they  made  their  home  the  rest  of  their 
active  lives.  The  mother  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead in   1859,  and  after   her   death  the   father  re- 
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tired  to  Tecnmseh  Village,  where  he  died  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Arvilla  Davis,  in  1862, 
having  reached  the  Scriptural  limit  of  human  life, 
''threescore  years  and  ten."  Mrs.  Goheen  re- 
mained in  the  home  of  her  parents  until  her  mar- 
riage. She  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  following  is  the 
record  of  those  living:  Frank  is  an  engineer  and 
mechanic,  and  lives  in  the  West;  Fremont  married 
Sophia  Talbot,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Ingham 
County,  while  Patience,  Lillie  and  Fred  live  at 
home. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Goheen  established  his  home 
on  the  farm  on  section  14,  Clinton  Township,  where 
he  still  lives.  It  then  contained  seventy-three  acres, 
to  which  he  has  added  forty  acres  more  by  purchase, 
and  it  is  all  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Goheen  are  people  whose  daily  lives  are 
guided  by  principles  of  truth  and  honesty  in  all 
their  dealings,  and  they  are  held  in  high  esteem  by 
their  neighbors  and  numerous  other  friends.  They 
are  attendants  at  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics 
Mr.  Goheen  is  a  Republican  of  long  standing. 
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^AMES  R.  CAIRNS,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
1  and  influential  men  of  Raisin  Township,  as 
j  well  as  one  of  the  successful  farmers  and 
(j^/;  stock-raisers,  has  occupied  a  prominent  place 
in  the  history  of  Lenawee  County  since  1838,  in 
which  year  he  first  located  in  the  township  of  Te- 
cumseh.  coming  here  with  his  father  when  he  was 
but  six  years  of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Cairns,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  native  of  the  State 
of  New^  York.  He  was  the  second  son  and  third 
child  of  Robert  Cairns,  who  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth Wood,  May  11,  1786.  Robert  Cairns  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  who  probably  came  to  this  coun- 
tr^^  when  quite  a  young  man,  and  died  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  about  1797.  He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful man,  and  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  8,  1812;  they  were  both  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian   Church.       Their  children  were  seven  in 


number,  all  of  whom  married  and  are  now  deceased. 
John  was  born  in  1787;  Nellie,  in  1789;  William, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  in  1791;  Mary  W.,  in 
1793;  Jennette,  in  1796,  and  Robert  in  1798. 
Nellie,  Robert  and  William  died  in  Michigan  ;  John 
was  killed  in  Pennsylvania  by  falling  from  a  tree. 
William  was  reared  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Abigail  Wilson,  on 
the  26th  of  January,  1815.  She  was  born  near 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  June  1,  1795.  After  the  birth  of 
eleven  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  Seneca 
County,  William  Cairns  and  his  family  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  year  1836,  and  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Monroe  County.  He  finally  came 
to  Lenawee  County,  and  located  in  Tecumseh 
Township  in  1838,  where  he  died  in  1840,  before 
he  had  been  able  to  accomplish  much  in  the  way  of 
im[)rovements.  The  mother  of  our  subject  re- 
mained unmarried  after  she  lost  her  husband,  and 
devoted  her  time  to  rearing  her  family.  She  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Seekell, 
at  White  Pigeon,  Mich.,  Jan.  29,  1878,  at  the  age 
of  eighty- three  years.  Four  of  her  children  are  yet 
living. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  28th  of  August, 
1832,  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  father  remained  with  his  mother  and  brother 
until  1846,  when  he  set  out  to  learn  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  joiner,  whicii  he  soon  succeeded  in 
mastering,  and  follow^ed  as  his  occupation  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  On  the  3d  of  November, 
1862,  he  entered  the  army  as  First  Lieutenant  of 
Company  B,  9th  Michigan  Cavalry,  which  was  un- 
der the  command  of  Col.  James  I.  David.  The 
company  was  raised  in  Lenawee  County,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  where  it  was  en- 
gaged in  resisting  the  raid  of  John  Morgan  through 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  and  c^me  in  contact 
with  that  command  at  Buffington  Island,  where  the 
9th  Cavalry  assisted  in  capturing  most  of  Morgan's 
men.  The  regiment  then  joined  Burnside,  and 
w^ent  to  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  and  later  was  at  the 
capture  of  Gen.  Eraser  and  men  at  Cumberland 
Gap.  He  was  in  other  minor  engagements,  and 
remained  doing  good  and  faithful  service,  until  he 
was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  Fairmount  Hospital, 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  which  place  he  received  his 
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honorable  discharge  on  account  of  disability.  Re- 
Inrning  home,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
h^eating  in  the  township  of  Franklin,  where  he 
owned  a  good  property.  In  1876  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  and  held  the  ofiice  two  terms 
of  two  years,  which  was  the  limit  allowed  by  the 
law  of  Michigan.  After  quitting  the  Sheriff's  office, 
he  resumed  farming  in  Franklin  Township,  where 
he  held  tlie  office  of  Township  Clerk  for  seven 
years.  In  1882  he  sold  his  property  in  that  town- 
ship, and  bought  120  acres  of  land  on  section  9, 
Raisin  Township,  which  he  has  transformed  into  a 
pleasant  home,  by  making  considerable  improve- 
ments, including  a  good  and  snbstantial  brick  resi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Claims  was  married,  in  Jackson  County, 
Mich.,  on  the  19th  of  August,  1855,  to  Miss  Emily 
A.  Greenleaf,  who  was  l)orn  in  Cambridge  Town- 
ship, this  county,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1838.  She 
is  the  youngest  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  (Aver- 
ill)  Greenleaf,  natives  of  New  York  and  (Connecti- 
cut respectively.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
l^aris,  N.  Y.,  and  came  West  in  183(),  seeking  a  lo- 
cation in  Cambridge  Township,  this  county,  where 
they  made  for  themselves  a  good  home,  nnd  re- 
sided nntil  their  death.  The  father  died  in  May, 
1872,  and  the  mother  Feb.  1  1,  1857;  they  were  in- 
dustrious and  economical  people,  and  succeeded  in 
their  undertaking  in  Lenawee  County.  They  were 
both  earnest  and  devoted  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  for  many  years  preced- 
ing their  death  evinced  much  interest  in  religions 
matters. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cairns  became  tlie  parents  of  eight 
children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows:  Jennie  is  the 
wife  of  R.  S.  Wilson,  Station  Agent  at  Flowertield, 
Mich.;  Ellsworth  W.  is  the  representative  of  the 
Gail  Agricultural  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Al- 
bion, Mich.;  Dora  B.  and  Noia  I),  (twins),  reside 
with  their  parents,  and  are  highly  educated  and  in- 
telligent young  ladies;  Sadie  U.  is  also  at  home  at- 
tending school.  The  deceased  were  Arthur,  Flor- 
ence H.  and  an  infant.  Mr.  Claims  with  his  family 
attends  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  politically, 
he  is  a  Republican  in  all  that  the  name  imi)lies. 
Previous  to  his  election  to  the  office  of  Sheriff",  he 
had  served  eight  years  as  Deputy  Sheritf.     Ut^  is  a 
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man  who  takes  a  lively  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and  has  done  much  to  give  the  county  the  standing 
it  enjoys  among  the  counties  of  Michigan. 

TLLIAM    H.     McDowell    is    numbered 

'!  among  the  most  comfortable  homesteaders 
in  Palmyra  Township,  and  is  situated  on 
section  19.  He  became  the  possessor  of  the  farm 
on  which  he  resides  in  1864.  The  family  resi- 
dence, which  is  eligibly  located,  is  a  neat  and  com- 
fortable one.  and  the  barns  and  other  farm  build- 
ings are  commodious  and  substantial  structures, 
calculated  alike  for  beauty  and  utility.  The  fences 
and  farm  machinery  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and 
the  stock  and  other  accessories  of  the  estate  testify 
in  a  silent  but  forcible  manner  to  the  intelligent 
industry  and  enterprise  of  the  proprietor,  who  pos- 
sesses all  the  go-ahead  characteristics  of  the  natives 
of  New  York,  a  class  of  men  who  have  been  largely 
instrumental  in  developing  the  great  West,  and 
utilizing  its  vast  resources  of  soil  and  mine. 

Mr.  INIcDowell  was  born  in  Cohocton,  Steuben 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2(;th  of  April,  1838.  His  father, 
Charles  J.  McDowell,  was  born  in  Broome  County, 
N.  Y..  where  he  wr  s  reared  and  educated  for  the 
profession  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Rochester,  and  later  practiced  at  Cohocton;  he 
continued  in  that  profession  during  his  life.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  was  aft'orded  facilities  for  obtaining  a 
o'ood  education,  which  he  availed  himself  of  to  the 
best  advantage.  Just  about  the  time  he  was  en- 
tering manhood,  the  troubles  between  the  North 
and  South  culminated  in  the  secession  of  the  South 
from  the  Union,  and  a  declaration  of  war  on  the 
part  of  the  (government.  Following  his  patriotic 
imi)ulses,  he  tendered  his  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  May,  1861,  and  was  accepted  as  a  member 
of  Comi)any  F,  35th  New  York  Infantry,  the  term 
of  enlistment  being  for  two  years,  and  he  served 
the  whole  term  and  a  few  days  over.  Among  a 
few  of  the  more  important  engagements  in  which 
he  participated  were  Cedar  Mountain,  Antietam, 
Second  Bull  Run,  first  and  second  battles  of  Fred- 
ericksbui'g,  first  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  many 
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smaller  engagements.  Soon  after  his  return  from 
the  army  he  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  settled 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  married,  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust, 1  867,  to  Catherine  W.  Moore,  who  was  born 
in  Cohocton,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have 
had  one  child — Fred  C.  McDowell.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McDowell  are  very  comfortably  situated,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  members  of  the  society  in  which 
they  move. 


=^\  AMUEL  E.  HAKT  has  been  a  citizen  of 
Lenawee  County  for  forty  years,  and  has 
been  longer  engaged  continuously  in  the 
drug  business  than  any  other  man  in  the 
county.  He  has  always  enjoyed  a  large  trade,  and 
has  an  excellent  standing  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  busi- 
ness man,  always  paying  100  cents  on  the  dollar. 

Mr.  Hart  was  born  in  Albion,  Orleans  Co.,N.  Y., 
Aug.  13,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Deacon  Joseph 
Hart,  who  was  born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  Nov.  20, 
1773,  and  remained  there  until  1779,  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  upon  their  removal  to  Dur- 
ham, Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  lived  in  that  county 
until  1812,  when  he  removed  to  Orleans  County, 
and  erected  a  log  cabin  in  the  wilderness,  where 
now  stands  the  village  of  Albion.  He  located  364 
acres  of  land  from  the  Government,  at  11.25  per 
acre,  a  portion  of  which  has  since  been  sold  at  1800 
per  acre.  His  son  and  grandson  still  own  and  oc- 
cupy a  large  portion  of  the  purchase.  He  was  a 
Deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  the 
founder  and  promoter  of  the  first  church  of  that 
denomination  established  in  Albion,  the  first  meeting 
being  held  in  his  barn,  at  which  time  and  place  an 
organization  was  effected.  During  his  long  life  he 
was  a  worthy,  honorable,  prominent  man,  and  en- 
joyed the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  the  people 
who  knew  or  came  in  contact  with  him.  He  died 
at  his  old  homestead  in  Albion,  July  22, 1853.  On 
May  3,  1798,  Deacon  Hart  married  Miss  Lucy  Kirt- 
land,  of  Say  brook.  Conn.,  and  they  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  j^oungest.  Mrs.  Lucy 
(Kirtland)  Hart  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  Nov. 
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11,  1778,  and  died  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Berry,  Jan.  4, 
1867. 

Samuel  E.  Hart,  our  subject,  remained  with  his 
parents  on  the  farm  until  he  was  nearly  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  then,  through  the  solicitation  of 
his  brother-in-law,  L.  G.  Berry,  became  to  Adrian, 
Mich.,  in  May,  1840.  For  three  years  after  his 
arrival  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  in  Mr. 
Berry's  dry-goods  store.  During  these  three  years 
he  was  the  only  clerk  in]the  store,  and  for  two  years 
kept  the  books,  but  all  this  time  was  entirely  igno- 
rant of  what  his  salary  was  to  be.  Finally,  w^hen 
his  time  expired,  he  was  informed  that  he  was  to 
have  no  pay  for  the  first  year,  $5  per  month 
for  the  second,  and  |10  per  month  for  the  third 
year.  After  becoming  possessed  of  this  money 
he  returned  to  Albion,  N.  Y.,  on  a  visit  to  his  par- 
ents, where  he  remained  for  a  short  time,  recuper- 
ating from  the  three  years'  work.  He  then  went  to 
Alton,  111.,  and  secured  employment  as  a  clerk  in 
the  drug-store  of  his  brother,  Dr.  B.  K.  Hart,  and 
remained  with  him  a  little  over  two  years,  when 
owing  to  impaired  health  he  was  obliged  to  make  a 
journey  to  the  South  and  East.  During  this  trip 
he  took  occasion  to  again  visit  his  parents,  with 
whom  he  spent  some  time.  On  his  return  to  Alton 
he  stopped  at  Adrian,  to  visit  his  sisters,  Mrs.  O. 
M.  Roode,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Berry  and  Mrs.  L.  G.  Berry, 
and  was  persuaded  to  go  into  business  with  the 
Berry  Brothers,  employing  a  small  capital  which 
had  been  presented  him  by  his  father.  He  remained 
with  them  for  a  period  of  one  year,  at  a  profit  of 
$500,  which  he  gave  to  the  Berrys  for  permitting 
him  to  retire  from  the  business,  and  immediately 
purchased  Dr.  D.  K.  Underwood's  interest  in  the 
drug  firm  of  Raymond  &  Underwood,  where  he  re- 
mained two  and  one-half  years.  .In  1848  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  in  the  business  to  Caleb  Wood- 
bury, and  having  disposed  of  all  his  interests  in 
Adrian,  returned  to  Alton,  111.,  for  the  purpose  of 
joining  his  brother  in  going  to  Chicago,  where  it 
was  intended  to  purchase  property  and  locate  per- 
manently ;  but  owing  to  some  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  value  of  Chicago  real  estate  at  that 
time  Samuel  E.,  after  about  six  weeks,  returned  to 
Adrian,  and  purchased  the  store  he  now  occupies, 
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and  in  which  he  has  remained  in  the  drug  business 
ever  since. 

October  7,  1852,  at  Astoria,  L.  L,  Mr.  Hart  was 
married  to  Miss  Annie  D.,  daughter  of  E.  A.  Crissey, 
and  to  them  two  children  were  born :  Otho  8.,  Jan. 
9,  1856,  and  Kate  Elizabeth,  Aug.  21,  1861,  both 
born  in  Adrian.  Mr.  Hart  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, at  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  to  Mrs.  Harriet  G.  King. 
March  11,  1872.  She  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y., 
May  20,  1841,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Aruba  Galloway.  By  the  second  marriage  one 
child,  Charles  G.,  was  born  in  Adrian,  June  6, 
1873. 

Since  Mr.  Hart's  return  to  Adrian  in  1848,  for 
permanent  residence,  he  has  been  one  of  the  city's 
most  honored  and  prosperous  business  men,  and  has 
added  as  much  to  its  reputation  as  an  honest  busi- 
ness center  as  any  man  in  the  city.  There  is  not  a 
blemish  against  him  as  a  business  man,  being  an 
honest,  fair  dealer,  prompt  in  paying  bills  and  meet- 
ing all  obligations,  and  his  guarantee  is  sufficient  in 
all  matters  of  business  with  any  man  in  Lenawee 
(jounty.  He  has  served  the  city  as  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  was  Treasurer  of  Lena- 
wee County  Agricultural  Society  for  several  years. 
He  assisted  in  erecting  the  Presbyterian  C'hurch,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  member  since  1845,  and  has 
filled  all  the  offices  of  the  church.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  all  enterprises  for  the  upbuilding  of 
his  city  and  county,  and  particularly  distinguished 
himself  in  the  interest  he  took  in  the  location,  erec- 
tion and  construction  of  the  State  Reform  School  for 
girls,  and  the  Detroit  &  Butler  Railroad. 


«-s9*^*-^5**^ 


»^^f«S?-*<^^:-^? 


^^  L.  LOWE,  Supervisor  of  Ridgeway  Town- 
iii  r  ship,  owns  a  fine  tract  of  land  within  its 
^^  limits,  comprising  300  acres  on  sections  5, 
7  and  8.  The  residence  is  located  on  section  7, 
and  is  a  substantial  and  commodious  building, 
flanked  by  a  good  barn  and  all  the  other  structures 
required  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storing  of 
grain.  The  land  is  finely  located,  lying  partly  on 
the  ridge,  near  the  old  Ridge  road,  and  was  pur- 
chased from  the  Government  by  John  Palmer 
about  fifty-five  years  ago.     Mr.  Lowe  purchased 


the  property  in  1870,  and  removed  here  from 
Ridgeway  Township  where  he  had  settled  on  sec- 
tion 36  soon  after  his  marriage. 

Mr.  Lowe  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Michigan, 
having  been  born  June  25,  1838,  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, a  little  over  a  year  after  the  Territory  had  be- 
come a  State.  Of  his  father,  Justus  Lowe,  a  sketch 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  Aleifm.  He  received  a 
better  education  than  most  boys  of  that  day,  being 
the  pupil  of  Prof.  Esterbrook,  at  Ypsilanti,  for  some  ^ 
time.  His  tastes,  however,  confined  him  to  farm- 
hvx  pursuits,  and  upon  returning  home  from  school, 
he  settled  down  contentedly,  and  prepared  to  fol- 
low in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father. 

While  a  student  at  Ypsilanti,  young  Love  had 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Emma  Smith,  to 
whom  he  was  married  Oct.  29,  1859,  at  that  city, 
Pi'of.  Esterbrook  officiating  at  the  ceremony.  Mrs. 
Lowe  is  a  native  of  England,  having  been  born 
near  the  city  of  Leeds,  Eeb.  26,  1839.  Her  par- 
ents, (Hiarles  H.  and  Mary  (Clayton)  Smith,  were 
also  of  English  birth  and  parentage,  the  father  a 
tailor  by  trade,  who  followed  his  occupation  in  his 
native  town  until  coming  to  the  CJnitcd  States,  in 
1842.  Soon  after  his  arrival  upon  American  soil, 
he  sought  the  western  country,  and  located  at  the 
littk^  town  of  Ridgeway,  in  this  county,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  a  few  years.  Farming,  however, 
at  that  day,  was  probably  more  lucrative  than  tai- 
loring, and  Mr.  Smith  finally  purchased  a  tract  of 
timber  land  on  section  4,  Ridgeway  Township,  of 
which  he  took  possession,  felled  the  trees  and  cul- 
tivated a  portion  of  the  soil,  and  there,  with  his  ex- 
cellent wife,  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His 
death  occurred  about  1872,  and  the  mother  surviv- 
ini^  about  one  year  and  a  half,  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daugiiter,  Mrs.  Lowe. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  ^ve 
children  comprising  the  household  of  her  parents, 
four  daughters  and  one  son.  One  daughter  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  The  other  children  are  all 
married  and  settled  in  comfortable  homes  of  their 
own.  They  all  received  a  fair  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  remained  mostly  under  the  home 
roof  until  taking  their  life  partners.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lowe  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Jessie^ 
the  wife  of  William  Birdsell,  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
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who  is  at  present  assisting  in  the  management  of 
the  Lowe  homestead,  and  Charles  C,  who  remains 
at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowe  are  Free  Methodists, 
religiously.  Mr.  Lowe  has  represented  Ridgeway 
Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  for 
a  period  of  twelve  years,  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
sixteen  years,  and  Road  Commissioner  nine  years. 
Politically,  he  is  Democratic. 
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JOHN  M.  PAYNE  is  a  respected  and  worthy 
farmer  of  Dover  Township,  whose  home 
is  pleasantly  situated  on  section  17.  Mr. 
Payne  is  of  honorable  lineage  and  is  the 
son  of  Deacon  John  Payne,  who  was  born  in 
Greenbush,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N  .  Y.  After  marriage 
he  settled  in  Schodack,  N.  Y.,  and  there  lived 
till  his  death,  Ang.  28,  1838.  He  was  a  man  of 
high  moral  character,  who  wielded  great  influence 
for  good.  We  quote  the  following  words  from 
the  obituary  notice,  which  was  published  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  as  illustrative  of  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held  :  "  The  deceased  was  an 
energetic  man,  a  consistent  Christian,  a  determined 
enemy  of  vice,  and  a  uniform  advocate  and  pro- 
moter of  religion."  His  wife,  who  survived  him 
many  years,  came  to  Lenawee  County  in  1862,  and 
died  in  Dover  Township,  Oct.  9,  1872.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Jane  Van  Buren,  and  she  came  of  a  long 
line  of  ancestry  who,  as  the  name  indicates,  were  of 
Dutch  origin,  and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants 
from  Holland  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  Notable 
among  the  descendants  of  that  family,  and  one  des- 
tined to  make  the  name  illustrious  in  America,  was 
Martin  Van  Buren,  the  eighth  President  of  the 
United  States.  To  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Payne  were 
born  six  children — Flarmon  Van  Buren,  Nathaniel, 
James  H.,  John  M.,  Catherine  S.  and  Chauncey  S. 

John  M.  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents; 
he  was  born  in  Schodack,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  3,  1829, 
and  reared  in  that  atmosphere  of  rectitude  and  hon- 
esty which  so  characterized  his  parents.  His  edu- 
cation was  conducted  in  the  common  schools,  and 
he  lived  at  home  about  eight  years  after  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  engaged  in  farming.  In  De- 
cember, 1858,  he  left  his  native  town  and  came    to 


Lenawee  County,  having  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  could  pursue  his  chosen  occupation  moie 
advantageously  and  profitably  in  Michigan  than  in 
New  York.  He  bought  seventy  acres  of  land  on 
sections  16  and  17,  and  locating  on  the  latter  section, 
h^is  ever  since  made  it  his  home.  His  land  is  quite 
productive  and  undei  the  best  cultivation,  his  farm 
buildings  are  neat  ind  well  kept,  and  everything 
about  his  farm  shows  evidences  of  his  thrift  and 
care. 

Mr.  Payne  was  married  in  East  Schodack,  N. 
Y.,  April  6,  1850,  to  Miss  Clarissa,  daughter  of 
James  and  Christina  (Ham)  Winters,  both  natives 
of  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  also 
began  their  married  life;  they  afterward  removed 
to  Schenectady  County,  which  they  have  since  made 
their  home.  They  are  the  parents  of  nine  children — 
Ann,  Daniel,  Clarissa,  Seneca,  William,  Sarah,  Jud- 
son,  Theodocia,  and  Abby.  Mrs.  Payne  was  born 
in  Schenectady  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  11,  1831, 
and  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Payne  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children — Spencer,  John  N. 
and  Ida.  Spencer  married  Ellen  Dutcher,  and  they 
live  in  ]:)over  Township;  John  married  Augusta 
Lawrence,  and  they  live  in  Chicago,  III.,  while  Ida 
is  the  wife  of  William  Sanborn,  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  are  attendants  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Payne  worthily  bears  the 
mantle  of  his  father,  and  is  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  a  man.  He  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  works  for  the 
interests  of  that  organization. 

.-.^>y ..o4o..@;/;>^^-o^o.. -V— 

/y^  HARLES  H.  ADAM,  of  Adrian,  is  proprietor 
of  a  livery  and  hack  line,  and  occupies  a  fair 
position  among  the  business  men  of  the  city. 
He  is  the  scion  of  an  excellent  family,  being  the  son 
of  John  J.  Adam,  an  old  resident  and  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Lenawee  County.  The  latter  was 
a  resident  of  Detroit  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in 
that  city  Charles  H.  was  born,  on  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1844,  and  was  the  only  son. 

John  J.  Adam,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wim 
born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  whence  he  emigrated 
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early  in  life  to  the  United  States,  and  took  up  his  res- 
idence first  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  married  MIbs  Ar- 
menia Bradley,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  Bradley,  who  emigrated  to 
Lenawee  County  when  his  daughter  was  a  little 
girl.  Mr.  Adam  came  here  in  1827,  when  its  devel- 
opment was  just  begun,  and  is  one  of  those  who  have 
looked  upon  the  building  up  of  a  rich  section  of 
country  with  the  pride  and  satisfaction  which  every 
true  citizen  experiences.  He  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  in  Franklin  Township,  upon  which  he  labored 
for  a  number  of  years,  effecting  good  improvements, 
and  brought  the  soil  to  a  high  state  of  cultivatior. 
He  is  now  iu  Tecumseh. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  about  ten  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  removed  from  Franklin  to 
Tecumseh,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  Upon  setting 
out  for  himself  he  first  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  at  Tecumseh,  and  afterward  for  a 
time  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Clinton. 
Later  he  repaired  to  Sand  Lake,  where  he  put  up 
what  was  subsequently  known  as  the  ''Sand 
Lake  Hotel,  "  and  where  he  operated  as  "  mine  host " 
successfully  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  This 
property  he  finally  exchanged  for  the  liver}^  barn 
and  stock  which  he  now  controls,  and  which  was 
the  Col.  Eldridge  property.  The  business  in  which 
Mr.  Adam  has  since  operated  is  located  at  No.  1 7 
South  Main  street,  where  he  keeps  a  fine  assort- 
ment of  horses  and  vehicles,  and  his  establishment 
is   patronized    by  the  leading  residents  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Adam  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Miss  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Asil  Redfield,  of  Adrian.  She  was 
born  Aug.  29,  1844,  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  their 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children — 
John  H.  and  Minnie.  The  wife  and  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  September,  1885,  and  the  son  and 
daughter  remain  with  their  father,  occupying  a  com- 
fortable home. 
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:f^  UDSON  W.  CONKLING  is  a  member  of 
\\r^  the  firm  of  H.  Brewer  &  Co.,  manufacturers 
i^S^  <^>f  ^^I'ick  and  tile  machinery,  and  conductors 
(^^  of  a  general  machinery  business  and  foun- 
dry at  Tecumseh,  Mich.  Mr.    Conklingisa  native  of 


Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born 
Dec.  24,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Conkling, 
also  a  native  of  New  York,  born  April  1 1,  1797. 

The  father  of  our  subject  married  Julia  A.  Cor- 
vin,  who  was  born  in  1800,  and  was  reared  by  an 
uncle,  her  parents  having  died  when  she  was  quite 
young.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Or- 
ange Count}^  where  he  carried  on  his  vocation  of  a 
farmer.  In  1833  he  came  with  his  family  to  Mich- 
igan and  located  on  section  11,  in  Raisin  Township, 
where  he  passed  most  of  his  days  after  coming 
U)  Michigan.  Quite  late  in  life  he  removed  to  Te- 
cumseh, where  he  died  Dec.  9,  1883.  His  wife's 
death  occurred  some  years  prior  to  his  own,  in  the 
year  1876.  They  were  worthy  people,  of  indus- 
trious, frugal  habits,  and  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  five  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of 
the  latter  of  whom  four  died  in  infancy;  only  five 
of  the  family  are  now  living,  four  brothers  and 
one  sister. 

Hudson  W.  Conkling,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  was  in  his  twelfth 
year  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan. 
He  attended  school  in  the  old  log  school-house  in 
Raisin  Township,  and  remained  in  the  home  of  his 
pni-ents  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  learned  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade  of 
Alonzo  Murray,  of  Tecumseh,  and  afterward  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  until  he  became  a  journe}^- 
man  in  the  shop  of  Anderson  &  Brewer,  continuing 
in  theii'  employ  until  he  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  in  the  fall  of  1871,  no  change  being  made  iu 
the  style  of  the  firm ;  his  work  was  to  oversee  the 
shops.  The  firm  does  a  large  business,  which  is  in- 
creasing every  year,  manufacturing  principally 
brick  and  tile  machinery,  and  sending  it  to  all  parts 
of  the  country,  indeed  their  machinery  is  sent  to 
every  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Conkling  was  married,  in  December,  1842, 
to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Mary  (Sin- 
clair) Gray.  She  is  a  woman  of  much  character, 
whose  kindly  influence  is  felt  by  all  about  her.  Her 
union  with  Mr.  Conkling  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Frances  E.,  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Blood,  of 
Lansing,  Mich.,  and  Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Van 
!   Ness. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conkling  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Wherever  he  is  known  Mr. 
Conkling  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  marked  ability, 
and  one  who  is  strictly  honorable  in  all  business 
transactions.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. 


ELOS  M.  BAKER,  prominent  in  the  lum- 
ber and  coal  business  in  the  city  of 
Adrian,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
having  been  born  in  Buffalo,  May  26, 
His  father,  Albert  M.  Baker,  was  a  promi- 
nent attorney  of  this  State  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Eden.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  town,  and  came  to  the  West  in  the  fall  of 
1838,  arriving  in  Adrian  on  the  27th  of  November. 
He  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of  law,  in  which 
he  actively  engaged  until  life's  labors  for  him  were 
over.     His  death  took  place  July  20,  1 860. 

Albert  M.  Baker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life  and  de- 
veloped a  manhood  of  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
Not  long  after  coining  to  this  State  he  was  engaged 
as  the  attorney  of  what  is  now  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  R.  R.  Co.,  in  whose  employ  he 
continued  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  took  an 
active  interest  in  political  affairs,  although  never 
ambitious  of  office,  and  devoted  his  efforts  to  the 
election  of  his  friends.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Republican  party  since  its  organization.  Before 
coming  to  Michigan  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Keeler,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  August, 
1837. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  elder  of  his 
father's  family  of  two  children,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Adrian.  His  mercan- 
tile experience  began  as  a  clerk  in  the  hardware 
store  of  W.  S.  Wilcox,  in  whose  employ  he  re- 
mained for  a  period  of  four  years.  Upon  severing 
his  connection  with  this  house,  he  started  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  becoming  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Bury  &  Baker,  dealers  in  lumber,  and  con- 
tinued vvith  them  seven  years,  until  1873.  The 
firm  was  then  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  Mr. 
Bury  retiring  and  Mr.  Baker  continuing  alone. 


In  the  fall  of  1883  our  subject  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  banking  firm  of  T.  J.  Tobey  &  Co.,  con- 
tinuing however  only  until  the  following  year,  when 
he  withdrew  his  interests  from  this  concern  and  de- 
voted his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  lumber 
trade.  In  1877  he  added  the  coal  trade  to  his 
other  transactions,  and  now  commands  an  extensive 
patronage  from  the  leading  men  of  the  city,  operat- 
ing two  lumber-yards  and  handling  probably  600 
carloads  of  coal  in  a  season. 

Mr.  Baker  was  first  married,  Jan.  27,  1863,  to 
Miss  Julia  E.  Blount,  of  Milwaukee;  she  died  at  her 
home  in  Adrian  in  1881,  leaving  no  children.  The 
present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  18.  1885,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  K. 
Goodman,  of  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter 
of  Eleazer  and  Mahala  Goodman,  natives  of  that 
State.  Of  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  child, 
a  son,  Albert  G.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Adrian,  in  which  Mr.  Baker  officiates  as  Trustee  and 
is  one  of  its  chief  pillars.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
fine  business  capacities,  held  in  high  esteem  among 
his  associates,  and  a  valued  factor  in  the  business 
community. 

Mrs.  Sarah  K.  Baker,  the  aged  mother  of  our 
subject  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
son,  being  now  seventy. one  years  of  age.  She  re- 
tains in  a  remarkable  manner  her  old-time  health 
and  activity,  and  can  relate  many  interesting  inci- 
dents of  life  in  the  early  days. 

ACOB  C.  WINNE,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  promising  young  lawyers  practic- 
ing at  the  Adrian  bar,  is  a  native  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  where  he  was  born  at  Cherry 
Valley,  Otsego  County,  on  the  28th  of  January, 
1855.  His  father,  John  W.  Winne,  was  born  in  the 
same  county  and  w^as  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
w^as  an  extensive  grower  of  hops,  and  was  among 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  industry  in  New  York,  an 
industr}^  which  has  since  grown  to  such  large  pro- 
portions on  account  of  the  vast  increase  in  the  brew- 
ing interests  of  the  country. 

Our    subject's     father    married    Miss     Barbara 
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Croiinse,  whose  great-grandfather  was  a  Polish  noble- 
man. She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hen- 
rietta (VanValkenbnrg)  Cronnse,  the  former  of 
whom  came  into  possession  of  large  property  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Schoharie  Count3% 
N.  Y.  She  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  four  brothers  became  eminent  physicians. 
The  father,  after  marriage,  settled  in  Otsego  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  upon  his  farm  until 
his  removal  with  his  family  to  Lenawee  County  in 
1870,  where  he  settled  upon  a  farm  three  miles  west 
of  the  city  of  Adrian.  On  this  farm  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  hops,  shipping  his  prod- 
ucts to  the  city  of  New  York,  which  at  that  time 
was  the  best  market  the  country  afforded.  In  this 
business  he  continued  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  22d  of  August,  1887.  The  wife  and 
five  children,  two  boys  and  three  girls,  survived 
him.  The  names  of  the  children  are  as  follows: 
Addie,  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Hibbard,  residing  in  De- 
troit; Hattie,  who  is  at  home;  David,  Jacob  C.  and 
Edwin. 

Jacob  C.  Winne  passed  his  early  boyhood  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  until  he  was  old  enough  to  take  a  more  ad- 
vanced course,  and  then  went  two  yeavs  to  the  Ames 
Academy  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  He  then 
came  to  Lenawee  Count}^,  Mich.,  wn'th  his  parents, 
and  entered  the  Adrian  school,  pursuing  his  studies 
for  a  time,  and  then  began  teaching  school,  in  which 
he  engaged  for  three  winters.  Concluding  to  adopt 
the  law-  as  the  profession  of  his  life,  he  then  entered 
the  office  of  Stacey  &  Underwood,  of  Adrian,  in  the 
spring  of  1877,  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  the  pre- 
liminary studies,  and  afterward  attended  the  law^ 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  for  one  year.  Upon  his  return  from  the 
University  he  in  June,  1879,  passed  a  rigid  examm- 
ation  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  prac- 
tice. For  a  young  man  he  has  grown  rapidly  into 
a  good  practice  and  is  fast  pushing  to  the  front 
ranks  in  his  profession. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1885,  Mr.  Winne  was 
married  to  Miss  Gertrude  Talman,  a  native  of  Fair- 
port,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winne 
has  been  born  one  daughter,  named  Beatrice,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  the  14th  of  February,  1887.  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Winne  occupy  a  pleasant  position  in  the 
society  of  Adrian,  and  engage  heartily  in  all  pro- 
jects that  have  a  tendency  to  elevate  and  improve 
the  society  of  the  place. 


ORENZO  TABOR,  late  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent attorneys  of  Adrian,  was  born  in  Brad- 
ford, Vt.,  Feb.  23,  1815,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  this  city  on  the  28th  of  April,  1882.  From 
early  life  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  politics, 
and  was  a  stanch  Union  Democrat  at  a  time  when 
it  was  prudent  in  some  portions  of  the  country  for 
a  man  to  be  chary  in  expressing  his  opinions.  He 
supported  Mr.  Lincoln  during  his  candidacy  for 
the  Presidency  and  no  man  rejoiced  more  when  the 
era  of  peace  dawned  upon  the  nation.  He  sup- 
ported the  Republicans  until  after  the  second  term  of 
Gen.  Grant  and  then  returned  to  his  old  party. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Abigail  (Drew)  Tabor,  who  were  both  of  New^ 
England  birth  and  parentage.  They  left  the  Green 
Mountain  State  in  1838,  and  coming  to  Southern 
Michigan,  settled  in  Adrian  Township,  where  the 
father  carried  on  farming  many  years.  Subse- 
quently the  family  removed  to  Hudson  where  the 
parents  spent  their  last  years;  their  remains  were 
taken  to  Adrian  for  burial. 

Lorenzo  Tabor  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  town,  where  he  studied  law^  and  was,  admitted 
to  the  bar,  commencing  practice  among  the  people 
wlio  had  known  him  during  his  boyhood  and  youth. 
A  year  later,  in  1839,  in  common  with  scores  of 
other  young  men  of  that  region,  he  decided  to  cast 
his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  the  West,  and  coming  to 
Southern  Michigan  entered  into  partnership  with 
W.  L.  Greeley,  at  Adrian.  Six  years  later  the 
firm  of  Greeley  &  Tabor  was  dissolved  by  mutual 
consent,  and  Mr.  Tabor  tlien  associated  himself  with 
Josiah  L.  Ward,  with  whom  he  continued  until  the 
removal  of  the  latter  to  California.  Not  long  after- 
ward Mr.  Tabor  w^as  elected  Alderman  of  the  city, 
the  duties  of  which  office  he  discharged  in  a  suit- 
able manner,  and  later  began  dealing  largely  in 
real  estate  in  connection  with  his  practice.  He  ac- 
quired a  handsome  property,  and  at  his  death  left  a 


•►nt- 


f 


4•- 

290 


"•^»«" 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


wife  and  one  daughter.  The  latter,  Miss  Maria  S. 
Tabor,  is  a  highly  accomplished  yonng  lady  and  an 
efficient  teacher  in  the  city  schools. 

The  marriage  of  Lorenzo  Tabor  and  Miss  Maria 
Ormsby  took  place  at  Springfield,  Vt.,  May  1 3, 1 839. 
The  result  of  this  union  was  the  birth  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  recorded  as  follows :  Thomas  W. 
died  when  three  years  old ;  Lorenzo  O.  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years,  and  Clarence  L.  at  six;  Maria  S. 
resides  vvith  her  mother. 


-^^ 


AMUEL  BRYAN  is  the  scion  of  an  old 
Connecticut  family,  and  was  himself  born 
near  the  town  of  Waterbury,  that  State, 
Aug.  3,  1815.  A  year  later  his  parents 
removed  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  near  the  town 
of  Tioga  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  and  thence, 
two  years  latei',  went  into  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y. 
After  a  residence  there  of  twelve  years,  in  the 
month  of  August,  1830,  thej^  came  to  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Michigan  Territory,  locating  on  a 
tract  of  wild  land,  which  for  a  longtime  was  known 
as  the  Gilmore  farm  and  was  situated  on  the  north 
line  of  Raisin  Township.  The  father  subsequently 
established  the  first  crockery  store  in  the  young 
town  of  Adrian,  but  in  the  meantime  retained  pos- 
session of  his  farm  wdiere  his  family  remained.  He 
carried  on  a  store  until  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  retire,  and  he  died  in  the  cit}^  of  Adrian  in 
the  summer  of  1860. 

Oideon  Bryan,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  near  the  town  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  and  in  early  manhood  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  married  Miss  Malinda 
Warner,  a  native  of  the  same  State.  They  became 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters,  one  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood 
and  ten  were  living  at  the  time  of  the  father's 
death.  Of  these  the  record  is  as  follows :  Samuel 
of  our  sketch  was  the  eldest  born ;  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  Elroy  Sisson,  of  Raisin  Township,  and 
died  when  a  young  woman,  leaving  a  family  of 
children;  Warner  died  when  about  forty-five  years 


of  age;  Nelson  and  Gilbert  are  residents  of  Neosho 
and  Brown  Counties,  Kan.;  Tillottson  is  a  resident 
of  Hillsdale,  Mich.;  Almira  became  the  wife  of 
Cyrus  Briggs,  of  Michigan,  and  died  several  years 
ago;  Clarissa  is  the  wife  of  David  Slayton,  a  well- 
known  farmer  of  Franklin  Township;  Edwin  died 
j  when  forty  years  of  age,  and  George  is  a  well-to-do 
I    farmer  of  Macon  Township. 

Our  subject  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  when  he 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  after  the  ordinary 
course  of  study  in  the  common  schools  began  to  lay 
his  plans  for  the  future,  his  intention  being  to  have 
a  farm  of  his  own  just  as  soon  as  possible.  Upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  set  out  on  his  ow^n  account 
and  purchased  200  acres  of  land.  This  he  sold  not 
long  afterward  and  purchased  his  father's  old 
homestead,  which  he  occupied  six  years,  and  then 
sold  it  back  to  its  original  possessor.  He  subse- 
quently became  the  employe  of  Judge  Stacy,  and  in 
the  meantime  had  been  married,  in  1844,  to  Miss 
Laura,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Voletta  Smith,  of 
Tecumseh  Township.  The  young  people  not  long 
afterward  removed  to  the  farm  of  Mr.  Smith,  who 
was  the  proprietor  of  200  acres  of  good  land,  and 
subsequently  purchased  this  property. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryan  became  the  parents  of  ^ve 
children,  and  the  mother  departed  this  life  at  the 
homestead  where  she  had  spent  her  childhood  years, 
in  the  spring  of  1856.  Their  eldest  son,  New^ton, 
is  now  a  resident  of  Raisin;  Oscar  is  in  Kansas; 
Delilah  is  the  wife  of  O.  V.  Finch,  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship; Wallace  is  farming  in  Kansas,  and  Laura  is 
the  wife  of  William  Schofield.  Mr.  Bryan  was  a 
second  time  married,  in  the  spring  of  1858,  to  Miss 
Maria  Scout,  who  was  then  a  resident  of  Raisin 
Township,  but  a  native  of  Columbia  ^County,  Pa. 
She  was  the  third  <iaughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Stine)  Scout,  who  removed  from  the  Keystone 
State  to  Michigan  in  1856,  and  are  now  deceased. 

The  present  farm  of  Mr.  Bryan  comprises  120 
acres  of  valuable  land  with  a  neat  and  commodious 
residence  and  other  good  buildings;  he  also  has 
eighty  acres  adjacent  to  the  town  limits  of  Raisin. 
He  commenced  in  life  with  modest  means  and  has 
been  remarkably  fortunate  in  his  investments. 
Upon  first  becoming  a  voter  he  identified  himself 
with  the  Democratic  part}^  but  his  warm  interest 
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in  the  temperance  movement  has  now  constrained 
him  to  support  the  Prohibitionists.  His  estimable 
lady  is  a  member  and  regular  attendant  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 

^^ ^^ ^ 


PHILIP  KP:HC)P:  is  a  very  successful  farmer 
)  and   breeder  of  thoroughbred   cattle,  and 
is  well  located  on  section  24,  Clinton  Town- 

j  \  ship.  He  owns  490  acres  of  land,  part  of 
which  is  in  Clinton  Township  and  the  remainder  in 
Tecumseh  Township;  the  most  of  it  is  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  paid  special  attention 
to  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle,  and  has  met 
with  marked  success  in  that  line.  The  head  of  his 
herd  is  "Garfield,"  a  fine,  well  proportioned  animal, 
very  well  known  to  stock-l)reeders  in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Kehoe  was  born  in  County  Wexford,  Ire- 
land, May  4,  1833.  His  father,  Patrick  Kehoe, 
came  of  pure  Celtic  blood,  and  was  a  farmer  and 
stonemason,  which  latter  occupation  he  followed 
some  time  after  coming  to  this  country.  He  mar- 
ried Ann  Marali,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Wex- 
fordshire,  and  came  of  good  stock,  being  of  the 
family  of  M.  P.  Marah,  who,  for  his  eloquent  and 
skillful  defense  of  liis  country  and  countrymen,  was 
expelled  from  England.  The  father  of  Patrick  Ke- 
hoe, Philip  Kehoe,  was  a  large  land-owner  and 
farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in  County  Wexford, 
Ireland.  He  married  an  Irish  lady  of  good  family, 
who  also  died  at  their  home  in  Ireland;  they  botli 
lived  to  be  very  old.  After  the  birth  of  his  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  Patrick  Ke- 
hoe, father  of  our  subject,  came  alone  to  the  United 
States  to  make  a  home  for  his  family  in  this  country, 
and  located  in  Howard  County,  Md.  A  year  later 
he  sent  for  his  eldest  son,  Philip,  and  the  following 
year,  1851,  he  sent  for  the  rest  of  his  family.  They 
continued  to  make  their  home  in  Howard  County 
for  some  time. 

In  1855  Philip  Kehoe,  of  whom  we  write,  came 
to  Michigan,  and  after  working  for  two  years  by 
the  month  in  the  employ  of  others,  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  which  forms  part  of  his 
present  farm.  In  1856  his  parents  and  the  other 
six  children  came  to  Michigan,  and  our  subject 
gave  his  father  and  mother  ten  acres  of   land  near 


his  own  home,  where  they  were  kindly  cared 
for  by  their  son.  The  father  died  Nov.  U,  1881, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  while  the  mother  is  living 
at  the  age  of  eighty -five,  and  still  retains  to  a  re- 
markable degree  the  ability  and  activity  which 
characterized  her  in  her  younger  days. 

Mr.  Kehoe  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he 
landed  in  this  country,  and  had  received  a  good, 
practical  education,  which  well  fitted  him  for  the 
duties  of  life.  He  was  first  married,  in  Virginia,  to 
Miss  Mary  M alone,  who  was  born  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  where  her  father,  Henry  Malone,  a  devout 
Catholic,  died  when  she  was  a  small  child;  her 
mother  died  some  years  after  in  her  native  Ireland. 
Mary  Malone  was  reared  by  an  uncle,  a  Catholic 
priest,  with  whom  she  came  to  America  when  she 
was  twenty  years  of  age.  She  died  at  her  home  in 
Clinton  Township  in  18()1,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight,  leaving  two  children:  Elizabeth  A.,  who  was 
well  educated,  and  is  a  seamstress  in  Adrian,  and 
Mary,  who  received  a  good  education,  and  is  a  sis- 
ter and  a  teacher  in  the  convent  at  Monroe. 

Mr.  Kehoe  was  a  second  time  married,  in  1864, 
i  in  Macon  Township,  to  Miss  Mary  McGovern.  She 
\  was  born  in  New  York  State,  March  3,  1835,  and 
in  1 840  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  who 
are  now  deceased,  having  died  in  Macon  Township, 
;  where  they  located  on  their  arrival.  By  this  mar- 
:  riage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kehoe  have  become  the  parents 
!  of  eight  children — Agnes  A.,  Catherine,  Frances 
i  M.,  Martha  T.,  Andrew  D.,  Patrick  L.,  Margaret 
I  C.  and  Pollen,  all  living  in  the  home  of  their  parents, 
i    Mr.  Kehoe  and  the  family  are  all  Catholics. 

Our  subject  is  a   man  of  much    intelligence  and 

shrewd  business  tact,  which  make  him    a  valuable 

I    citizen  as  well  as  a  successful  man,  and  this  has  been 

j    demonstrated  by    his   filling    several  of    the  minor 

;    offices  of   the   township  to    the  satisfaction    of  the 

people  whom  he  has  served.     In    politics  he    is  a 

stalwart  Democrat. 


ICHARD  KENT  has  been  a  citizen  of  Lena- 
wee  County  for    over  fifty    years,  during 
i\       which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricult- 
|[@  ural  pursuits  and  surveying.     He  now  re- 
sides in  the  city  of  Adrian,   partially   retired  from 
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business,  his  large  farm  being  cultivated  by  hired 
help.  During  his  long  residence  in  the  county  he 
has  established  for  himself  the  reputation  of  one  of 
its  most  solid  and  substantial  citizens.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was  born 
in  Derry,  Rockingham  County,  on  the  3d  of  Au- 
gust, 1825.  He  continued  to  reside  in  that  county 
with  his  parents,  who  were  farmers  by  occupation, 
until  the  fall  of  1835,  in  which  year  they  came  to 
Michigan,  and  settled  in  Logan,  now  Adrian  Town- 
ship, on  section  33,  about  two  miles  west  of  the 
center  of  the  city  of  Adrian.  The  land  was  origi- 
nally  located  by  a  man  named  Woodruff,  in  1829, 
who  sold  it  to  Alfred  Budlong,  who  in  1835  sold  it 
to  Richard  Kent,  8r.  Richard,  Jr.,  assisted  his  fa- 
ther in  clearing  up  the  farm,  which  has  always  been 
his  home.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  homestead  and 
still  owns  it.  In  1864  he  purchased  a  house  and 
lot  on  West  Maumee  street,  in  Adrian,  where  for 
many  years  he  passed  his  winters  in  order  to  be  the 
better  able  to  educate  his  children. 

When  our  subject  was  about  twenty  years  of  age 
he  commenced  teaching  school,  and  during  seven 
years  he  taught  in  Woodstock,  Dover,  Madison  and 
Adrian.  He  had  also  studied  civil  engineering, 
and  had  considerable  experience  in  assisting  his  fa- 
ther, who  was  an  engineer.  He  has  followed  sur- 
veying more  or  less  ever  since.  He  has  been  a  can- 
didate several  times  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for 
County  Surveyor,  but  was  beaten  by  his  brother 
Burton,  who  was  a  Republican,  and  that  party  was 
largely  in  the  majority  in  the  county.  In  the  spring 
of  1868  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Adrian  Town- 
ship, and  was  re-elected  the  following  spring.  He 
also  held  the  office  of  School  Inspector  for  about 
ten  years. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1859,  Richard  Kent 
married  Miss  Ellen  M.  Reynolds,  daughter  of  Ste- 
phen and  Sallie  Reynolds,  of  Derry,  N.  H.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  both  born  in  Adrian 
and  living  at  home — Lucy  M.,  born  July  5,  1861, 
and  Louise  S.,  Jan.  2,  1864.  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Kent 
was  born  in  Derry,  N.  H.,  July  15,  1828.  Her  fa- 
ther was  born  in  Derry,  in  1767,  and  died  there  on 
his  farm  in  1848.  He  was  the  son  of  Gen.  Daniel 
f    Reynolds,  who  was   also  a   native  of    Derry,  and 


served  as  a  commanding  officer  through  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  Stephen  Reynolds  married  Sallie 
Ela,  daughter  of  Samuel  F.  Ela,  of  Derry,  N.  H., 
by  whom  he  had  eiglit  children,  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Kent 
being  the  youngest.  Mrs.  Sallie  Reynolds  was  born 
in  Derry,  June  2,  1786,  and  died  there  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861. 

Our  subject's  father,  Hon.  Richard  Kent,  was 
born  in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  Oct.  30,  1786,  and 
was  the  son  of  Mariner  and  Sarah  Kent,  of  New- 
buryport, Mass.  The  former  was  the  son  of  Rich- 
ard Kent,  Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Richard  Kent,  Sr., 
of  P^ngland.  Mariner  Kent  was  born  Aug.  14, 
1757,  and  in  1798  moved  to  Londonderry,  N.  H., 
where  he  died  Dec.  7,  1843.  His  wife,  Sarah  Kent, 
died  there  the  same  year.  Richard  Kent,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  1710,  and  married  Miss  Hannah  Norton,  of 
Boston,  in  1734,  and  died  in  Newburyport,  Mass., 
in  1794.     His  wife  died  in  1790. 

Hon.  Richard  Kent  was  brought  up  a  farmer,  but 
received  a  good  education,  being  a  graduate  of  the 
Londonderry  Academy.  He  taught  a  school  for 
several  years,  and  practiced  surveying  at  times.  He 
owned  a  farm  about  two  miles  east  of  the  village  of 
Londonderry,  where  he  brought  up  his  family. 
Richard  Kent  lived  on  his  farm  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship until  his  death,  in  August,  1867.  He  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  township,  and  represented 
Lenawee  County  in  the  State  Senate  about  the  years 
1852-53.  He  was  twice  elected  Supervisor  of  his 
township,  and  for  several  years  Township  School 
Inspector. 

About  the  year  1809  Richard  Kent  married  Miss 
Lois  Ela,  daughter  of  David  and  Nancy  Ela,  of 
Londonderry,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and  one 
daughter,  our  subject  being  the  fifth  child.  Mrs. 
Lois  Kent  was  born  in  Londonderry,  April  1, 1788, 
and  died  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  Jan.  7,  1876.  Her  fa- 
tlier,  David  FAii^  was  a  natiVe  of  the  same  place. 
Her  mother,  Mrs.  Nancy  Ela,  was  the  daughter  of 
Deacon  Samuel  Fisher,  who  came  to  this  country 
in  1740,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  of  Scottish  de- 
scent. The  ship  in  which  he  came  to  this  country 
was  usually  spoken  of  as  the  "Starved  Ship."  The 
vessel  was  so  scantily  supplied  with  provisions  that 
long  before  the  voyage  was  completed  one  pint  of 
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oatmeal  for  each  individual  on  board,  and  a  pro- 
portionate allowance  of  water,  wasall  that  remained. 
Mr.  Fisher  once  went  to  the  mate  with  a  tablespoon 
to  obtain  some  water,  which  was  refused  him,  there 
being  but  two-thirds  of  a  junk  bottle  full  on  board. 
Mr.  Fisher's  custom  was  to  take  a  tablespoonful  of 
meal  daily,  and  having  moistened  it  with  saltwater, 
to  eat  it  raw.  The  passengers  and  crew  having 
subsisted  in  this  manner  for  fourteen  days,  were  at 
length  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  eating  the  bodies 
of  those  who  died.  Even  this  resource  failed  them, 
and  at  length  Mr.  Fisher  was  selected  to  give  ui) 
his  life  to. preserve  the  lives  of  the  rest.  Provi- 
dentially, however,  a  vessel  hove  in  sight,  and  their 
signals  of  distress  being  observed,  they  obtained 
relief  and  were  saved.  So  deep  an  impression  did 
the  horrors  of  that  passage  make  upon  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Fisher,  that  in  after  life  he  could  never  see  with- 
out pain  the  least  morsel  of  food  wasted,  or  a  pail 
of  water  carelessly  thrown  upon  the  ground. 

Mr.  Kent  has  arrived  at  that  period  of  life  at 
which  men  retire  from  the  active  cares  of  business, 
and  devote  their  remaining  days  to  ease  and  com- 
fort. During  his  prime  and  vigorous  manhood,  by 
industry  and  good  management,  he  so  situated  him- 
self that  he  is  enabled  now  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  labors.  In  his  business  intercourse  through  life 
he  made  and  maintained  a  record  for  the  strictest 
integrity,  and  now  enjoys  the  full  confidence  of  all 
who  know  him. 


M.  CAMBURN,  Town  Clerk,  and  a  success- 
ful farmer  and  stock -raiser,  is  now  pleasantly 
located  on  section  21,  Franklin  Townfehip, 
where  he  owns  sixty-four  acres  of  land,  part  of  the 
homestead  of  160  acres  obtained  from  the  Govern- 
ment by  his  father.  Mr.  Camburn  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives  Sept.  6,  1885,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  Camburn,  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
who  was  born  not  far  from  Barnegat  Bay,  and  was 
the  eldest  chihl  of  Levi  Camburn,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  of  Scotch  ancestry. 

T^evi  Camburn  married  a  New  Jersey  lady,  and 
during  the  boyhood  of  their  son  William  went  to 
New  York  and  located  at  Lockport,  where  the  father, 
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a  miuister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was 
engaged  in  ministerial  services  for  some  years.  He 
afterward  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  Hills- 
dale County  in  1842,  at  eighty  years  of  age.  His 
wife  had  departed  this  life  some  time  before  in 
New  York  State.  William  Camburn,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  reared  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
married  Miss  Sobrina  Hill,  also  of  Lockport,  Niag- 
ara County,  whose  parents  were  also  York  State 
I)eople.  William  Camburn  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  did  service  as  a  private,  and  was  also 
on  guard  duty  on  the  frontier  at  Niagara.  He  came 
to  Michigan  by  the  Lake  route  in  1831,  then  ob- 
taining an  ox-team  at  Detroit,  he  drove  across  the 
country  to  Tecumseh,  where  he  located  near  the 
village,  but  not  liking  the  situation,  he  sold  and 
came  into  Franklin  Township,  where  he  purchased 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  21.  This  was  on 
the  line  of  the  old  Chicago  turnpike,  which  was  then 
being  laid  out  and  built,  and  on  this  road,  which 
passed  diagonally  through  his  farm,  almost  all  the 
travel  of  the  State  was  conducted.  Here  he  built  a 
double-log  cabin,  and  conducted  a  tavern  or  public 
house  for  some  years. 

William  Camburn  came  here  before  the  town- 
ship was  organized,  and  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  was  made  Postmaster  of 
Tipton,  which  office  he  held  for  about  thirty-six 
years.  He  also  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  till  his  death,  April  7,  1872,  at  seventy-nine 
years  of  age.  His  wife  had  died  about  1849,  at  the 
age  of  fifty -two.  The  father  had  been  a  Repub- 
lican from  the  beginning  of  the  party  in  1856.  He 
was  a  successful  man  and  practical  farmer,  and  was 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  community.  They 
were  the  parents  of  sixteen  children.  Of  this  family 
there  were  two  births  of  twins  and  one  of  triplets; 
one  pair  of  twins  and  the  triplets  are  all  married 
and  have  families. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  the  youngest 
members  of  the  family,  and  w^as  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Franklin  Township.  He  has  a  taste  for 
reading  and  study,  and  keeps  well  abreast  of  this 
progressive  age.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  Repub- 
lican politics,  and  was  elected  Supervisor  in  1871, 
which  oflBce  he  held  seven  years.  Two  years  after 
he  was  elected  Town  Clerk,  and  has  held  the    oflSce 
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ever  since.  Mr.  Camburn  was  married  in  the  town- 
ship of  Franklin,  April  3,  1860,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
B.  Mills,  who  was  born  in  Franklin,  this  county. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  E.  Gr.  and  Ann  (Breers) 
Mills,  the  former  of  whom  is  now  deceased,  while 
the  latter  is  living  in  Franklin,  aged  seventy-six 
years.  They  were  natives  of  York  State  and  En- 
gland, respectively,  and  were  married  in  Franklin 
Township,  where  they  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Cam  burn  has  two  chil- 
dren— William  E.  and  Elma  S.  William  E.  took 
to  wife  Nancy  Crane,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in 
Franklin  ;  Elma  S.  is  at  home.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  April  5,  1875. 

Mr.  Camburn  was  a  second  time  married  in 
Franklin  Township,  Sept.  28,  1876,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Mills,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  a  native  of 
Franklin  Township,  where  she  was  born  Dec.  25, 
1845,  and  was  reared  and  educated.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Camburn  and  daughter  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  of  which  Mr.  C.  is  Treasurer. 
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J~/  OHN  W.  BENEDICT  is  one  of  the  many  citi- 
zens of  Lenawee  County  who  are  profitably 
engaged  in  farming,  and  is  a  much  respected 
'  resident  of  Tecumseh  Township,  where  he 
owns  and  occupies  a  good  farm  on  section  24.  Mr. 
Benedict  was  born  in  Warwick,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  26,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Phebe 
(Taylor)  Benedict,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
Dec.  7,  1787,  in  the  township  of  Warwick,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  near  where  the  birth  of  his  son  John 
also  occurred.  The  mother  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, Oct.  23,  1792.  They  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom 
all  lived  to  maturity,  and  seven  are  still  living. 

John  Benedict,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  fourth 
child  born  to  his  parents,  and  was  about  seventeen 
years  of  age  when  they  removed  from  their  home 
in  Orange  County  to  Steuben  County,  where  they 
resided  for  nearly  eighteen  years.  He  engaged  in 
farming,  and  was  married  in  that  county  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1847,  to  Miss  Laurinda  Wolcott,  a 
native  of  that  county,  where  she  was  born  Jan.  27, 
1825.     She  is  the  daughter  of  Kalep  and   lihoda 
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(Hedges)  Wolcott,  formerly  of  Long  Island,  but 
who  finally  settled  in  Steuben  County.  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Benedict  still  continued  to  reside 
with  his  parents  for  some  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1852  the  subject  of  this  biography 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  to  find  a  suitable 
place  to  locate,  and  his  father  came  two  years  later, 
having  determined  to  become  residents  of  this  State, 
and  receive  the  benefits  of  its  superior  agricultural^ 
resources.  Our  subject  obtained  some  land  in 
Raisin  Township,  where  the  father  also  located,  and 
in  the  following  year  the  rest  of  the  family  came. 
In  1862  the  father,  a  man  of  much  worth,  died  and 
was  buried  in  Raisin  Township;  the  mother's  death 
occurred  in  October,  1875.  Our  subject  actively 
took  up  the  work  of  improving  his  farm  in  connec- 
tion with  carpenter  work,  in  which  he  was  skillful, 
and  continued  thus  employed  in  Raisin  Township 
ten  years.  In  1864  he  sold  his  property  there  and 
removed  to  his  present  home  in  Tecumseh  Town- 
ship. This  farm  is  the  one  formerly  owned  by  his 
father,  but  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  Mr.  Bene- 
dict bought  out  the  other  heirs,  and  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  whole,  amounting  to  130  acres.  It 
had  been  partly  improved  during  his  father's  own- 
ership, and  some  buildings  had  been  erected,  but 
Mr.  Benedict  has  brought  it  to  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  has  replaced  or  remodeled  the  old 
buildings  so  that  now  they  are  among  the  best  in 
the  township.  During  the  last  twenty  years  he  has 
confined  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
has  also  paid  much  attention  to  sheep-raising,  which 
has  resulted  very  profitably  to  him ;  he  has  a  fine 
flock  of  well-graded  animals. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  have  been  born  four 
children,  as  follows:  George  J.  was  born  Nov.  4, 
1851,  and  lives  in  Harper,  Kan.;  Charles  M.  was 
born  Sept.  23,  1854,  and  lives  in  Tecumseh  Town- 
ship; Frank  H.  was  borji  June  26,  1858,  and  also 
resides  in  Harper,  Kan. ;  Rhoda  M.  was  born  Oct. 
14,  1867,  and  lives  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bene- 
dict often  extend  the  hospitalities  of  their  pleasant 
home  to  numerous  friends,  among  whom  they  are 
held  in  deservedly  high  repute  for  their  many  good 
qualities.  Mr.  Benedict  is  now  serving^liis  second 
term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  Highway 
Commissioner  for  several  years.     He  is  a  promi- 
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nent  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  sturdily  ad- 
vocating* the  various  measures  of  that  organization 
by  voice  and  vote.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benedict  have 
long  been  earnest  and  devoted  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  organization  Mr.  Bene- 
dict has  been  a  Trustee  for  twenty-five  years. 


HOMAS  BOYD.  Erin's  Green  Isle  has  given 
to  the  United  States  some  of  her  worthiest 
and  most  energetic  citizens.  They  have 
been  mostly  men  who  commenced  in  life  at  the 
very  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  by  a  course  of  energy 
and  perseverance  worked  their  way  up  to  the  top- 
most round.  To  these  scarcely  credit  enough  can 
be  given,  as  none  but  themselves  can  realize  what 
difficulties  and  discouragements  they  encountered, 
overcomiing  the  peculiarities  of  a  new  and  strange 
country,  a  foreign  tongue,  and  at  times,  the  indif- 
ference of  a  people  who  did  not  realize  the  strength 
that  lay  within  them. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  the  North 
of  Ireland,  was  born  in  County  Antrim  about  the 
year  1830,  and  continued  on  his  native  soil  until  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years.  He  received  a  limited 
education,  his  parents,  William  and  Jane  (Preston) 
Boyd,  having  been  people  of  very  modest  means, 
whose  chief  concern  had  necessarily  been  the  pro- 
viding their  children  with  the  mere  creature  com- 
forts. Young  Thomas  had  always  been  a  bright 
and  ambitious  lad,  thoughtful  beyond  his  years, 
and  at  an  early  age  he  made  up  his  mind  to  escape 
from  the  beaten  path  which  his  father  before  him 
had  trodden  so  wearily  and  with  such  unsatisfactory 
results.  At  the  age  mentioned  he  bade  adieu  to 
his  childhood  friends  and  early  associations,  and 
boarding  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool,  found  him- 
self six  weeks  later  on  the  soil  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  and  in  the  city  of  Quebec.  Thence  he 
crossed  into  th'3  State  of  Vermont,  and  not  long 
afterward  made  his  way  to  Livingston  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  for  a  period 
of  four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1851  he  Joined  the 
caravan  migrating  to  the  young  State  of  Michigan, 
and  for  a  period  of  six  years  thereafter  was  an  em- 
ploye on  the  farm  of  Pearley  Bills.     Afterward  he 


worked  one  year  for  Peter  Adams,  and  had  now 
saved  up  a  little  sum  of  money  which  he  invested 
in  eighty  acres  of  land  in  that  township,  and  proudly 
commenced  farming  on  his  own  account. 

Mr.  Boyd,  however,  four  weeks  after  commenc- 
ing work  on  this  land,  not  satisfied  with  the  out- 
look, traded  it  for  160  acres  in  Raisin  Township. 
This  he  occupied  six  years,  and  then  sold  out  for 
the  sum  of  $5,000,  feeling  well  repaid  for  his  labor 
and  the  improvements  which  he  had  put  upon  it. 
His  next  purchase  was  a  farm  three  miles  west  of 
the  village  of  Tecumseh,  for  which  he  paid  |7,280, 
and  which  he  operated  five  years;  this  he  still  owns. 
He  subsequently  purchased  ninety-two  acres  which 
was  familiarly  known  as  the  Fuller  farm,  and  which 
he  now  occupies,  and  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  has  remodeled  the  residence  and 
added  a  good  barn  and  other  outhouses.  Mr.  Boyd 
has  been  an  apt  scholar  in  the  school  of  experience. 
He  landed  in  America  with  a  cash  capital  of  $1,  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  and  the  fact  that  he  is 
now  numbered  among  the  wealthy  and  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Lenawee  County,  is  indicative  in  no 
small  measure  of  the  resolution  and  energy  which 
have  marked  his  footsteps. 

After  he  had  laid  the  foundations  for  a  future 
home  and  a  competence,  Mr.  Boyd,  when  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  took  to  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmeet.  Miss  Margaret  Calhoun,  one  of  his  own 
countrywomen,  but  who  at  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage, Nov.  22,  1855,  was  a  resident  of  Tecumseh 
Village.  Mrs.  Boyd  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Esther  Calhoun,  the  former  of  whom  died  when  she 
was  but  a  little  girl.  The  mother  subsequently 
came  to  the  United  States,  where  she  died  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Boyd  in  November,  1874.  Mrs.  Boyd 
became  a  resident  of  this  county  about  1848,  and 
was  considered  one  of  the  most  estimable  young 
ladies  of  her  township.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject there  have  been  born  four  daughters  and  one 
son.  The  eldest  child,  Esther  A.,  is  the  wife  of 
Wallace  Tilden,  and  resides  in  Tecumseh  Township; 
Fanny  married  Chester  A.  Haynes,  of  Tecumseh 
Village;  Maggie  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Hattie, 
Mrs.  Arthur  Dibble,  lives  in  Adrian,  while  Wallace 
Lavern  continues  under  the  home  roof. 

Mr.  Boyd,  upon  becoming  a  naturalized  American 
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citizen,  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic 
party,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  warm  supporter. 
Personally  he  is  a  fine  representative  of  his  warm- 
hearted Irish  ancestry,  liberal  and  public-spirited, 
always  willing  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  in 
carrying  forward  the  enterprises  calculated  for  the 
general  good  of  mankind. 


S.  DEPUY  is  a  worthy  and  honored  citizen 
of  the  township  of  Clinton,  where  he  has 
owned  and  occupied  a  farm  since  the  year 
1854.  It  comprises  105  acres  on  section 
12,  and  eighty  on  section  13.  He  has  highl}^  im- 
proved it,  and  greatly  increased  its  value  since  it 
came  into  his  possession.  That  part  of  it  lying  on  sec- 
tion 12  he  purchased  when  he  first  came  to  this 
State  in  1854,  and  in  18G2  he  bonght  the  remaining 
eighty  acres  on  section  13.  He  is  a  careful  manager, 
endowed  with  much  energy  and  sound  judgment, 
and  tills  his  land  to  the  best  advantage,  receiving 
in  return  abundant  harvests. 

Mr.  Depuy  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  was  born  in  Owasco  Township,  Cayuga 
Connty,  Nov.  21,  1817.  His  father,  Philip  De- 
puy, was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  his  birtli  oc- 
curring April  24,  1774.  He  was  bred  to  the  life  of 
a  farmer,  and  married,  in  Orange  County,  Sally 
Comfort,  who  was  born  Aug.  2,  1778,  and  reared  in 
the  county  in  which  she  was  wedded.  After  mar- 
riage they  settled  in  Owasco  Township,  Cayuga 
County,  and  were  among  its  pioneers.  Mr.  Depuy 
bought  and  improved  a  farm  in  the  timber,  on 
which  they  continued  to  reside  till  after^'the  birth 
of  their  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  youngest  but  one,  wiiile  he  and  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Smith,  of  York  State,  are  the 
sole  survivors.  In  1831  Philip  Depuy  moved  with 
his  wife  and  children  to  Mt.  Morris  Township,  Liv- 
ingston Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  bought  a  farm,  on 
which  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  make  their 
residence  till  death.  The  latter's  occurred  Oct. 
5,  1837,  while  the  former  died  two  years  later,  on 
the  8th  of  October,  1839.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Depuy  was  a  Democrat. 


Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  State.  He  was  first  married  Dec.  31, 
1837,  in  Mt.  Morris,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Smith,  a  native 
of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  She  went  to  Livingston 
County  to  live  when  a  young  woman,  where  she  was 
wedded  and  passed  her  married  life  at  Mt.  Morris. 
She  died  June  29,  1844,  and  left  tw^o  children,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Eliza  was  the  wife  of 
William  Butler,  and  died  in  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
after  the  birth  of  five  children;  Harrison  at  a  very 
youthful  age  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
as  a  member  of  Company  D,  3d  Michigan  Cavalry, 
under  Capt.  Kellogg,  and  after  taking  part  in  several 
engagements,  died  of  an  illness  contracted  on  South- 
ern battle-fields,  his  death  occurring  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  June  13,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

Mr.  Depuy's  second  marriage  took  place  in  Nunda, 
Livingston  Co.,  N.   Y.,  Feb.  26,  1845,  to  Milancc}^ 
Chandler,  a  distant  relative  of  Senator  Zach  Chand- 
ler.     She  was  born   in   Coventry  Township,   Che- 
nango Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  29,1820,  and  is  the  daugh- 
i    ter  of  Henry  and  Sally   (Munger)    Chandler.     The 
\    father  died   in  New   York  State   in   1869,  and  the 
!    mother  afterward  came  to  Michigaii  and  died  at  the 
I    home  of  her  daughter,  in  1875,  aged  eighty  years. 
I    They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  oc- 
I    cupied  a  high  social  position   in  the  town  in  which 
they  lived.     He  was  a  man  of  much  ability,  and  a 
j   successful  farmer.     Mrs.  Depuy  received  a  public- 
i    school  education,  and  remained  in  the  home  of  her 
parents  until  her  marriage. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Depuj^  lived  in  Mt. 
Morris  until  they  removed  to  their  present  home. 
To  them  have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  the  record:  Josephine  is  the  wife  of 
John  Hendershott,  of  Tecumseh  Township;  Fay- 
ette married  Miss  Carrie  Updike,  of  Franklin  Town- 
ship;  Wellington  married  Miss  Ella  Reynolds,  of 
Eagle,  Eaton  County,  ahd  they  now  live  in  Alle- 
gan County;  he  is  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Cora  is  at  home;  the  youngest  living  is  Rose,  wife 
of  Thomas  Taber,  of  Madison,  Wis. ;  Emma  was  the 
wife  of  Ozen  Keith,  and  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Depuy  have  given  their  children  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  education.  Wellington,  Cora,  Rose 
and  Emma,  were  educated  principally  in  Hillsdale 
College,  and  hold  or  have  held  high  rank  as  teachers. 


•MlHi*: 


•n 


t 


il-4«- 


4 


.IfA^-.,,,,.,  IP  --^a^ift 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


308 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Depuy  are  prominent  members  of 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  are  much  hon- 
ored and  esteemed  as  useful  members  of  society, 
who  have  assisted  in  promoting  the  moral  eleva- 
tion of  the  community  where  they  have  long- 
been  residents.  In  politics  Mr.  Depuy  is  a  strong 
Democrat. 
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08EPH  F.  BAKER,  one  of  the  most  active 
and  enterprising  men  of  Lenawee  County, 
came  to  Southeastern  Michigan  with  his  fa- 
ther when  a  lad  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
is^now  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable  farm  of  192 
acres  of  land  in  Adrian  Township.  He  in  former 
years  dealt  quite  largely  in  stock,  but  finally  be- 
came convinced  that  mixed  farming  in  this  section 
of  country  was  the  most  profitable,  and  this  he  has 
accordingly  followed.  He  has  been  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  although  never  an  othce-seeker,  and 
aside  from  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Road 
Commissioner  of  his  township,  has  preferred  that 
others  should  bear  the  responsibilities  of  more 
weighty  positions.  He  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  j^o- 
litically,  and  has  often  been  sent  as  a  delegate  to 
the  county  and  State  conventions. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  in  Manchester,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  June  LS,  LS19,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  M. 
Baker,  who  in  turn  was  tlie  son  of  Joseph  Baker, 
which  name  has  been  given  to  a  son  of  each  family 
for  several  generations.  They  trace  their  geneal- 
ogy back  to  Joseph  Baker,  of  Narragansett  Bay, 
IGSO.  He  was  drowned  in  the  bay  near  his  home, 
and  left  two  sons,  David  and  Joseph,  who  married 
sisters  by  the  name  of  Chase.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  although  fond  of  rural  life,  and  owned  a 
small  farm  ni  Rutland  County,  Vt.  He  married 
Miss  Experience  Martin,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
Bay  State,  as  were  also  his  father  and  great-grand- 
father. Grandfather  Baker  died  in  Rutland  County, 
Vt.,  when  nearly  sixty  years  of  age.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  and  the  fathtu'  of  our  subject  was  a 
son  by  the  first  wife. 

Joseph    M.    Baker    was   born  in   North    Adams, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  Feb.  19,  1780.     He  remained 
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at  home  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  then  tak- 
ing his  worldly  possessions,  which  consisted  of  a 
small  package  of  clothing,  he  walked  to  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  by  the  day  or  month  for 
three  years  following.  On  the  27th  of  December, 
1801,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sallie,  daughter  of 
John  and  Betsey  Cruthers,  of  Phelps,  Ontario 
County,  and  they  located  upon  a  farm  there,  where 
they  continued  until  the  spring  of  1833.  In  the 
meantime,  IMr.  Baker,  not  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
his  labors,  had  decided  to  look  over  the  Western 
country,  and  coming  to  Monroe  County,  this  State, 
located  240  acres  in  what  was  afterward  Bedford 
Townshii).  Returning  to  New  York  he  gathered 
togetlier  his  household  goods,  and  brought  them  to 
the  new  h(^me  which  he  had  selected,  and  where 
they  arrived  on  the  Ath  of  July,  1833.  The  jour- 
ney was  a  tedious  one,  the  facilities  for  travel  at 
that  day  bearing  littk'  comparison  with  those  of  the 
l)resent. 

Besides  the  children  of  the  father  of  our  subject, 
they  were   accompanied    by  several  grandchildren, 
making  altogether  a  family  of  foiu^teen.     No  house 
in  that  vicinity  would  accommodate  them,  and  they 
accordingly  moved  into  a  barn    until  better   quar- 
ters conld  be  provided.     Mr.  Baker  finally  decided 
to  locate  in  Rome  Township,  and  on  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust,   1833,  they   moved    into   a  log  house  there, 
wiiich  was  without  doors  or  wdndows,  and   only  a 
portion  of  which  was  provided  with  a  floor.     They 
made  themselves  reasonably  comfortable,  however, 
and  occupied  that  dwelling  five  years.     Mr.  Baker 
then  i)ut  up  a  frame  house,  which  he  occupied  until 
LS()3,  and  in  that  year  moved  into  the  second  new 
frame  house  which  he  built  and  where  he  spent  his 
last  years,  his  life  terminating  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three,  in  the  spring  of  1873.     He  was  a 
man  of    excellent   qualities,    who    never    had    any 
trouble  with  his  neighbors,  and  was  never  involved 
in  a  lav  suit;  the   mother  died   in   1851.     The  par- 
ents, religiously,  were  Universalists,  and  politically, 
Joseph  M.  Baker  was  a  Democrat. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  his  early 
education  in  the  subscription  schools,  pursuing  his 
studies  mostly  during  the  winter  season,  and  in  the 
summer  making  himself  useful  around  the  new 
farm.     His  school  days  ended  when  he  was  less  than 
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fourteen  years  old,  but  he  remained  under  the  par- 
ental roof,  and  finally  came  into  possession  of  the 
homestead,  living  there  until  about  1865.  He  then 
purchased  a  farm  about  two  and  a  half  miles  west  of 
the  city  of  Adrian,  where  he  now  lives,  and  upon 
which  he  has  effected  fine  improvements. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Oct.  17,  1845,  was  Miss  Cynthia  M.,  daughter 
of  Col.  Edmond  B.  and  Sarah  (Cooper)  Dewey,  of 
Manchester,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  elan.  29,  1828, 
and  died  in  Rome,  this  county,  Oct.  15,  1857.  To 
them  were  born  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Ed- 
mond, is  living  on  the  homestead  with  his  father. 
Mr.  Baker,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1858,  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Anna  D.  Teachout,  the  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Cynthia  JoAnna,  who  was  born  in 
Adrian,  Jan.  10,  1866,  and  died  Feb.  17,  1875. 
Mrs.  Anna  D.  Baker  was  formerly  the  widow  of 
Alonzo  Teachout,  and  was  born  Dec.  19,  1822. 
Of  her  first  marriage,  there  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: Oscar  L.,  a  resident  of  Denison,  Tex.;  Sarah 
A.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Gambee,  of  Rome,  and 
who  died  Nov.  21,  1870,  and  Frank  D.,  who  is 
farming  in  Rome  Township.  A  son  of  Mrs.  Baker 
served  in  the  late  Civil  War,  in  the  28th  New  York 
Infantry,  two  years. 

Alonzo  Teachout  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  19,  1819,  and  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Rachel  (Curtis)  Teachout,  a  descendant  of  May 
Wiley,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  To  Jacob  and  Ra- 
chel Teachout  were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom 
Alonzo  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  mar- 
ried the  eldest  daughter  of  Col.  E.  B.  Dewey,  in 
1840.  In  1855,  he  died  in  Manchester,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.  Of  his  brothers,  one,  O.  L.  Teachout,  served 
in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  for  the  last  five  3^ears  has 
been  Postal  Clerk  at  Denison,  Tex. 


EBENEZER  G.  PRICE,  The  sons  of  the  pio- 
neers are  largely  taking  up  the  mantles  of 
their  fathers  before  them,  and  carrying  on 
the  agricultural  pursuits  in  which  their  elders  en- 
gaged, although  under  vastly  different  circum- 
stances. The  latter  were  obliged  to  contend  with  the 
difliculties  of  which  their  sons  have  comparatively 


little  knowledge.  Many  of  the  earl}^  settlers  located 
upon  tracts  of  timber  land,  from  which  the  forests 
must  be  cleared  before  the  ground  could  be  culti- 
vated, and  thus  experienced,  in  addition  to  labor- 
ing upon  a  new  soil,  the  added  toil  of  removing 
and  destroying  these  trees  and  their  roots.  We 
can  imagine  the  fields  filled  with  the  blue  smoke  of 
the  burning  stump-fires,  and  how  perhaps  this  labor 
would  consume  a  whole  season,  and  the  pioneer  must 
wait  another  year  before  he  could   put  in  his  crop. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  one  of 
those  men  who  came  to  Michigan  over  thirty  years 
ago,  and  located  upon  land  in  Tecumseh  Township. 
Here  he  remained  until  1877,  laboring  diligently  to 
secure  a  home  and  a  competency,  and  his  efforts 
were  fairly  rewarded.  He  is  still  living  to  tell  the 
tale  of  his  labors  and  hopes,  and  in  a  comfortable 
home  at  Tecumseh  is  spending  his  last  days  enjoy- 
ing the  rest  to  which  he  is  so  amply  entitled. 

George  Price,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Wales,  where  he  remained  engaged  in 
farming  until  thirty  years  of  age.  He  married,  not 
far  from  his  birthplace,  one  of  his  own  country- 
women. Miss  Mary  Walker,  and  after  the  birth  of 
five  children,  being  anxious  to  better  their  condi- 
tion on  account  of  their  little  family,  they  deter- 
mined to  cross  the  Atlantic.  They  took  passage  at 
Liverpool  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  sixteen  weeks,  set  foot  upon  American 
soil  and  proceeded  directly  to  this  State.  Mr.  Price 
employed  himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do, 
being  without  capital — in  fact  $30  in  debt — and  at 
first  it  required  all  his  efforts  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family.  In  time,  however,  he  obtained  a 
foothold  and  was  enabled  to  save  something  from 
his  limited  earnings.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was 
the  half  of  section  2,  in  Ridge  way  Township,  which 
is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  our  subject. 
He  was  blessed  with  a  sensible  and  industrious  wife, 
and  while  she  managed  their  domestic  affairs  in  a 
judicious  manner,  Mr.  Price  carried  on  his  farming 
operations  and  soon  found  himself  on  the  high  road 
to  prosperity.  His  straightforward  honesty  drew 
around  him  scores  of  friends,  and  no  man  is  more 
highly  respected  in  Lenawee  County  than  George 
Price. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  born  in  Tecum- 
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sell  Township,  Feb.  10,  1855,  but  was  reared  in 
Ridgeway  and  remained  under  the  home  roof  until 
beginning  in  life  for  himself.  When  his  father  left 
the  farm  Ebenezer  took  possession  of  it,  and  has 
since  operated  it  in  the  old-time  successful  manner 
with  which  it  has  been  managed  since  it  became 
known  as  a  possession  of  the  Prices.  On  the  21st 
of  March,  1878,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
Dubois,  and  soon  afterward  brought  to  his  home 
the  lady  who  still  presides  over  his  household  affairs. 
Mrs.  Price  is  the  daughter  of  John  Dubois,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album. 
She  was  born  in  1860,  in  Ridge  way  Township,  but 
early  in  life  was  deprived  of  the  care  of  the  devoted 
mother,  and  was  then  reared  by  her  father. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  have  two  children,  only— Lydia, 
born  Jan.  17,  1881,  and  George  W.,  Jan.  7,  1883. 
Our  subject  politically  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  religiously,  with  his  estimable 
lady,  is  a  member  of  the  First  Christian  Church 
at  Ridgeway.  In  addition  to  general  farming  he 
raises  thoroughbred  horses  and  Short-horn    cattle. 


ENRY  J.  WILDER,  of  Adrian  Township, 
occupies  the  old  well-known  Marshall  home- 
stead, of  which  he  took  possession  in  the  fall 
of  1880,  soon  after  the  death  of  the  worthy 
pioneer  who  had  built  it  up  from  the  wilderness, 
and  whose  daughter  had  just  become  the  bride  of 
our  subject.  Since  that  time  Mr.  W.  has  looked 
after  the  property  and  cultivated  the  soil  in  a  judi- 
cious and  profitable  manner.  He  is  comparatively 
a  young  man  and  is  numbered  among  the  responsi- 
ble and  reliable  citizens  of  his  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Bristol,  Ontario  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Feb.  7,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Ephraim  Wilder, 
a  native  of  the  same  locality.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, John  O.  Wilder,  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  a  native  of  New  York,  was  born  in  1798,  and 
with  his  excellent  wife  spent  his  last  years  in  the 
town  of  Bristol,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three  years.  Grandmother  Wilder  survived  her 
husband  some  years.  Their  son  Ephraim,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  September,  1814,  nnd 
died   at   Adrian,   in    1869.     He  was  married    when 
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about  twenty-two  years  old  to  Miss  Catharine  Case, 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  the  daughter 
of  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Ontario  County.  Of  this 
marriage  there  were  born  four  children:  Martha, 
the  eldest,  wife  of  T.  J.  Batterson,  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y. ;  Henry  J.  of  our  sketch  was  the  second  born. 
The  others  were  Erastus  M.  and  Ozro,  the  latter  of 
whom  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Wilder  continued  a  resident  of  his  native 
county  until  reaching  his  majority,  in  the  meantime 
being  variously  employed.  He  came  to  Michigan  in 
1863,  locating  first  in  Lenawee  County,  where  he 
lived  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  Aug.  24, 
1880.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Josephine 
P.  Marshall,  who  was  born  in  this  county,  Feb.  18, 
1847.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children :  Mary  L., 
born  July  15,  1882,  and  a  child  unnamed,  born  Oct. 
14,  1887. 

Charles  M.  Marshall,  the  father  of  Mrs.    Wilder, 
and    a   gentleman    well    known    throughout    this 
section,  was  born  in    Connecticut,  May  10,   1806, 
and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship, Sept.  5,  1880.     He  was  first  married,  Oct.  14, 
1833,  to  Miss  Harriet  Osborn,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of   two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy.   The  other,  Jane  M.,  was  born  Aug.  4,  1834, 
and  became  the  wife  of  Theodore  Nash,  who  is  now 
deceased;  they  had  four  children,  two  of  whom  are 
livino-.     Mrs.   Harriet   Marshall   died  at  the  home- 
stead Dec.  19,  1838,  and  Mr.  Marshall  was  a  second 
I    time  married,  to  Miss  Mary  Pruden,  May  19,  1840. 
I    This  lady   is    the  daughter    of    Daniel  and  Eliza- 
I    beth  Pruden,  of  Morris  Township,  N.  J.,  and  her 
i    union  with  Mr.  Marshall  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five 
I    children,  as  follows:  Frederick  1).  was  born  June  4, 
1841,  is  married,  and  is  now  a  successful  practicing 
j    physician   of    Chicago;  he  attended  the   Michigan 
University   at    Ann    Arbor  and   was  subsequently 
I    crraduated  from  a  medical   college   in    New    York 
!    City.     Mary  E.  was  born  May  15,  1843,  and  mar- 
\   ried  Jefferson  Scoonover,  who  was  graduated  from 
\    the  same  college  as  his  brother-in-law,  and  is  practic- 
ing   medicine    in  Texas.     Both    these    gentlemen 
served  as  soldiers  in  the  Union  army  during  the  late 
war,  being  members  of  Michigan  regiments;  Fred- 
erick Marshall  served  three  years  and  made  a  fine 
I    record,     Caroline  A,  Marshall  was  born  M?irch  10, 
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1845,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Adrian  Township  on 
the  24th  of  June,  1859;  Josephine,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  the  fourth  child ;  Charles  H.  was  born 
Aug.  1,  1850,  and  died  Dec.  12,  1858.  Charles  M. 
Marshall  w^as  a  man  of  much  force  of  character 
and  was  quite  prominent  in  the  political  affairs  of 
Lenawee  County.  He  was  an  earnest  supporter  of 
Republican  principles,  and  while  no  office-seeker, 
contributed  largely  to  the  popularity  of  his  party  in 
this  district,  and  was  frequently  entrusted  with  im- 
portant matters  connected  therewith.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Wilder,  was  a  very  excellent  lady 
and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  her  grandfather  was  Deacon  for  a  period 
of  forty  years. 

Mr.  Wilder  is  keeping  up  the  homestead  after  its 
old-time  reputation  and  votes  the  straight  Re- 
publican ticket.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Church,  while  his  wife  in  religion  is  a  Congrega- 
tionalist. 


W  YSANDER  0RM8BY,  Notary  Public  and 
I  ^  conveyancer,  has  for  many  years  been  act- 
/I^Yv.  ive  in  that  line  of  business  which,  properl}' 
carried  on,  contributes  largely  to  the  prr^sp^rity  of 
growing  cities  and  towns,  and  the  country  in  general. 
Mr.  Ormsby  is  eligibly  located  on  Carey  street  in  the 
ambitious  little  town  of  Deerfield,  and  from  an  am- 
ple experience  in  his  line  of  business  he  has  d(»ne 
some  excellent  work,  has  built  up  a  good  busi- 
ness and  enjoys  a' comfortable  income. 

The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was  in  the  town  of 
Westhampton,  Hampshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  the  date 
thereof  July  5, 1815.  The  family  is  an  old  one  in  New 
England,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Nathaniel 
Ormsby,  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  England 
to  America  in  the  Colonial  days.  Grandfather 
Ormsby  settled  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Perkins,  and  they  owned 
a  home  at  that  place.  They  resided  there  until 
1776,  when  they  removed  to  what  was  then  called 
th^  *'Far  West"  and  was  the  part  of  Hampshire 
County  which  is  now  included  in  the  town  of  Hunt- 
ington.    Here  they  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers, 


^^ 


and  the  year  after  their  arrival  the  young  husband 
was  called  upon  to  volunteer  in  the  Continental 
Army  and  assist  the  Colonists  in  their  tight  for  in- 
dependence. Upon  this  errand  he  w^ent  most 
cheerfully,  but  was  only  permitted  to  serve  a  short 
time,  his  death  taking  place  that  same  year  at 
Albany  while  in  the  service. 

Among  the  children  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth 
Ormsby  was  Samuel,  who  was  born  in  Norwich, 
Conn.,  in  1775,  and  who  became  the  father  of  our 
subject.  He  was  but  an  iflfant  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Massachusetts,  and  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  his  mother  was  married  to  Deacon  Miller, 
a  farmer  of  Norwich,  where  she  spent  the  remain- 
der of  her  life.  Samuel,  wiien  quite  young,  went 
to  Springfield  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  saddler,  which 
he  followed  thereafter  in  Westhampton  and  Chester, 
and  died  in  the  latter  place  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1853.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  Miss  Rachel  Day,  and  was  born  in  Chester, 
April  1,  1785,  and  died  near  there  Oct.  15,  1830. 
The  parental  famil}'  included  twelve  children,  of 
whom  eleven  grew  to  mature  years,  our  subject 
being  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

Young  Ormsby  received  a  good  schooling,  com- 
l)leting  his  studies  in  an  advanced  class  at  West- 
hampton. He  resided  in  his  native  State  until  in 
April,  1837,  when,  resolving  to  see  something  of  the 
great  West,  he  started  out,  making  his  way  by  team 
to  Albau}^,  the  nearest  point  to  the  Erie  Canal,  and 
tlience  by  canal  to  Buffalo.  At  this  point  he  was 
obliged  to  wait  two  weeks  for  the  ice  to  break  up, 
and  then  hiring  a  team  to  Dunkirk,  he  there  took  a 
steamer  for  Toledo,  which  was  then  a  small  village. 
Thence  he  made  his  way  to  Blissfield,  this  county, 
\  ia  the  Erie  &  Kalamazoo  Railroad,  which  had  just 
been  completed  to  Adrian ;  the  cars  were  drawn  by 
horses  over  wooden  rails. 

Mr.  Ormsby  spent  the  summer  following  in  Bliss- 
field  and  then  removed  to  Somerfield  Township  in 
Monroe  County,  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Deer- 
field,  where  he  purchased  thirty-five  acres  of  timber 
land  and  ])ut  up  a  log  house.  He  had  in  the  meantime 
been  married,  and  under  this  humble  roof  he  and 
his  young  wife  commenced  life  together  and  labored 
to  build  up  a  home.  In  due  time  a  large  proportion 
of  the  soil  was   under  a  good  state  of  cultivation 
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and  a  substantial  frame  dwelling  took  the  place  of 
the  log  cabin.  Fifteen  years  later  they  removed  to 
Deerfield,  giving  up  farming,  and  here  Mr.  Ormsby 
has  since  resided.  While  residing  in  Monroe 
County,  he  was  School  Inspector  nine  consecutive 
years  and  also  taught  school  one  term;  he  was  also 
Assessor  and  Highway  Commissioner  of  his  town- 
ship. 

Our  subject  upon  leaving  his  little  farm,  engaged 
as  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Jason  Ilamenway 
two  years,  and  then  set  up  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  connection  with  his  merchandising,  in 
which  he  was  occupied  many  years,  he  bought  a 
stave  mill  in  company  with  Fordyce  Hunter,  whicli 
they  operated  a  few  years,  and  then  Mr.  O.  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  subsequently 
took  his  brother,  E.  D.  Ormsby,  into  business  with 
him.  A  few  years  later  they  sold  out,  and  Mr. 
Ormsby  erected  a  building  and  opened  a  grocery 
store,  which  he  operated  a  few  years  by  himself  and 
then  associated  with  him  Charles  F.  Bliven  as  part- 
ner. This  firm  dissolved  about  1877,  and  Mr. 
Ormsby  thereafter  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
to  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  had  been  appointed 
Notary  Public  in  1855,  and  received  the  appoint- 
ment each  four  years  after  that  until  the  present 
time.  He  served  as  Postmaster  of  Deerfield  for  a 
period  of  ten  years  and  has  been  Village  Attorney 
since  1880.  No  man  has  been  more  actively  inter- 
ested in  the  growing  town  since  its  establishment 
than  Mr.  Ormsby. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Feb.  27,  1840,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Olive  C. 
Burnham,  a  native  of  Montague,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass., 
and  born  Dec.  29,  1821.  Mrs.  O.  is  the  daughter 
of  Calvin  and  Lucinda  (Bliss)  Burnham,  and  her 
uiion  with  our  subject  resulted  i  :  the  biith  of  six 
children,  recorded  as  folows:  Eliza  C.  died  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age;  Edwin  S.  is  a  resident  of 
Emmetsburg.  low^a;  he  is  Vice  President  and  Eastern 
agent  of  the  American  Investment  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Emmetsburg.  Alvin  C.  resdes  in 
New  York  City;  HatJe  A.  died  when  a  child  of 
six  years;  Lilly  C.  married  Charles  F.  Bliven,  now 
of  Emmetsburg,  lowi.,  and  Treasurer  of  the  county; 
EttaB.  was  the  wife  of  William  Federman,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Deerfield,  in  March,    1884.     Mrs. 


Olive  C.  Ormsby  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
Deerfield,  July  28,  1884. 

Mr.  Ormsby,  on  the  24th  of  February,  1 887,  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Masters,  who  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  Masters,  a  native  of  the  same  county. 
Nathaniel  Ormsby,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  accompanied  to  America  by  his  two  brothers, 
Amos  and  Ephraim.  One  of  these  settled  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  other  was  soon  lost  sight  of,  his 
whereabouts  being  afterward  unknown  to  his  rela- 
tives. 

Mr.  Ormsby  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Martin  Van  Buren,  and  sui)ported  the  Democratic 
party  until  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
when  he  became  a  Republican,  which  he  has  since 
remained.  Religiously  he  is  a  believer  in  Spiritual- 
ism. 


^§|^= 
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^^EORGE  L.  OLIVER.  One  of  the  finest 
!#[  ^^^^  farms  in  Ridgeway  Township  consists  of  1  20 
^^^j!  acres  pleasantly  located  on  section  36,  and 
came  into  possession  of  the  sidjject  of  this  biog- 
raphy in  the  spring  of  1801.  Here  he  has  since 
made  his  home  and  devoted  his  time  to  its  improve- 
ment and  embellishment.  In  addition  to  general 
farming  he  has  made  a  special t\^  of  sheep-raising,  a 
department  of  agriculture  which  receives  compara- 
tively little  attention  in  the  Prairie  State,  but  of 
which  Mr.  Oliver  has  made  a  success. 

Besides  being  a  thorough  and' skillful  farmer,  Mr. 
Oliver  possesses  excellent  business  capacities  and  is 
quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  township.  As 
one  of  the  i)illars  of  the  Christian  Church  he  oflfici- 
ates  as  Deacon  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  and  is  one  of  the  most  liberal  supporters  of 
the  church  in  this  place.  He  is  a  decided  Demo- 
crat, politically,  has  represented  the  township  in  the 
Count}^  Board  of  Sui)er visors,  and  served  as  Road 
Commissioner  and  Treasurei*.  Briefly  stated,  he  is 
one  of  those  men  who  cannot  be  very  well  spared 
in  his  community. 

George  L.  Oliver  is  a  native  of  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y^.,  and  was  born  April  9,  1832.  His  father, 
Simon  Oliver,  was  born  and   reared  in  the  sam^     w 
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county  as  his  son  and  lived  there  until  reaching 
manhood.  He  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Albany 
County,  and  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Wright,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  lat- 
ter county  and  whose  first  child  was  George  L.,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  whose  birth  took  place  after 
their  removal  to  Tompkins  County.  When  the  lat- 
ter was  a  lad  about  thirteen  years  of  age  and  there 
had  been  born  to  the  parents  six  more  children, 
all  set  out  for  the  young  State  of  Michigan,  where 
the  father  hoped  to  better  his  financial  condition. 
The  Journey  was  made  overland  with  teams,  and  as 
was  customary  with  the  travelers  of  those  days,  they 
carried  with  them  their  household  goods  and  pro- 
visions, camping  and  cooking  by  the  wayside.  The 
journey  occupied  twenty-six  days,  and  although  in 
some  respects  it  was  tedious,  upon  the  whole  they 
rather  enjoyed  the  experience. 

Upon  leaving  New  York  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject had  determined  to  locate  in  Lenawee  County, 
and  they  landed  in  Rome  Township  July  6,  1844, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  at  once 
commenced  its  cultivation.  Upon  it  stood  a  rude 
frame  dwelling,  which  was  put  in  as  good  repair  as 
possible,  and  which  the  family  occupied  until  they 
could  do  better.  Four  years  later  Mr.  Oliver  dis- 
posed of  this  property  and  secured  land  in  Tecum- 
seh  Township,  which  he  operated  on  shares  six 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  in  Ridgeway  Township  on  section  35, 
which  became  their  permanent  homestead  and 
where  they  now  live.  They  are  quite  aged,  the 
father  having  passed  his  eighty-first  birthday  and 
the  mother  her  seventy-seventh.  They  are  spend- 
ing their  last  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  com- 
forts which  they  so  amply  deserve,  and  are  sur- 
rounded by  scores  of  friends  who  long  ago  learned 
to  value  them  for  their  kindly  Christian  character 
and  their  sterling  worth.  They  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  twelve  are  now  living, 
and  four  are  residents  of  this  county,  while  the 
others  reside  in  Colorado,  Kansas  and  Mexico. 
Simon  Oliver  upon  coming  to  this  county  at  once 
identified  himself  with  its  various  interests,  rejoic- 
ing in  its  growth  and  prosperity,  and  aiding,  as  he 
had  opportunity,  the  enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people.     He  is  a  stanch  Dem- 
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ocrat  politically,  conscientious  in  his  views  and  tem- 
perate in  the  expression  of  them. 

George  L.  Oliver  remembers  many  of  the  inter- 
esting events  connected  with  the  journey  from  his 
native  State  to  Michigan.  He  assisted  his  father 
in  building  up  the  homestead,  and  remained  a  mem- 
ber of  the  parental  household  until  reaching  his 
majority.  He  then  started  out  for  himself,  employ- 
ing his  hands  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  and 
on  the  3d  of  January,  1856,  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  and  helpmeet.  Miss  Mary  Wy rill,  their  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  the  city  of 
Adrian.  Mrs.  Oliver  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  En- 
gland, Dec.  5,  1833,  and  at  an  early  age  was  de- 
prived of  a  mother's  care  by  death.  She  remained 
with  her  father  until  reaching  womanhood  and  came 
with  him  to  the  United  States.  Proceeding  west- 
ward immediately  upon  their  arrival,  they  located  in 
Tecumseh  Township.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  settled  at  their  present  home- 
stead and  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  but  three  areliving,  namely:  Olive  E.,  who 
was  born  Nov.  19.  1865;  Cora  B.,  Jan.  14,  1868, 
and  Ernest  H.,  Jan.  7,  1870;  these  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  The  deceased  were  Anna,  Nancy  M., 
George  W.,  and  a  babe  who  died  unnamed. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  First  Christian  Church,  in  which 
Mr.  Oliver  is  Deacon  and  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  He  has  served  as  Supervisor,  Road 
Commissioner  and  Township  Treasurer. 


(^UGUSTUS  W.  BRADISH.  The  honored 
(^7/%  name  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  will  be 
H  remembered  long  after  he  and  those  who 
(^j  are  personally  acquainted  with  him  have 
passed  away.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lena- 
wee County,  a  man  of  great  energy  and  force  of 
character.  His  parents  were  Calvin  and  Nancy 
(Post)  Bradish,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and  supposed  to  have 
been  of  English  extraction.  After  marriage  they 
first  settled  in  W^ayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  lived 
there  quite  a  number  of  years.  In  June,  1831, 
they  moved  with  their  family  to  Lenawee  County^ 
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Mich.,  and  settled  in  Madison   Township  on    sec- 
tion 23. 

Three  years  prior  to  this  time   Mr.   Bradish   had 
bonght  a  tract  of  240  acres  of  land  from  the   Gov- 
ernment, and  afterward  became  possessor    of  1 ,600 
acres  in  Lenawee  and  Hillsdale  Counties.     He   be- 
came actively  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  took  a 
prominent  part  in  aiding  the  future    growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  town  and  county.     Realizing  that 
raihvays  form  one  of  tlie  most  important  factors  in 
the  building  up  of  new  countries,  and  are  most  po- 
tential in  the  advancement  of  our   civilization,  he 
ardently  advocated  the  building  of  the  Erie  &  Kal- 
amazoo Railway,  and  contributed  $1,000  to  further 
the  enterprise ;  it  now  forms  a    part  of   the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railway.     In   1834  he 
erected  substantial  farm  buildings,  wdiich  are    now 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation.     Here  he   and  his 
good  wife  passed  their  declining  years,    her  death 
occurring  in  1839,  and  his,  Sept.    17,    1851.     They 
left  behind  them  an  honorable  record  of  good  deeds, 
and  their  admirable  traits  of  character  still  endure 
in  their  posterity.     Mr.  Bradish  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Madison  Township  for  several  years.  They 
w^ere  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  namely:  Men- 
tha M.,  Curran,  Nelson,  Sarah,  Lnther,  Calvin,  John, 
Hannah,  Augustus  W.,  Amanda  G.,  Myron  W.  and 
Norman    F.      Of  these    only    three    survive:  Au- 
gustus W. ;  Amanda,  wife  of  Melvin  T.   Nickerson, 
and  Norman  F.,  all  residents  of  Madison  Township. 
Our  subject  was  the  ninth   child  of   this  family 
and  was  born  in  Macedon,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
24,  1815.     He  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  when  he 
came  with  the  family  to  Lenawee  County,  and  has 
been  a  resident  of  Madison  Township    ever  since. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  has  alw^ays  been  act- 
ively   engaged   in  agricultural    pursuits.     He  now 
owns  300  acres  of  land  in  Lenawee  County,  and  in 
improving  his  farm  he  has  spared  no  expense,  cul- 
tivating it  with  intelligent  judgment,   while  he  has 
largely    utilized   the  experience   of  others.     Some 
years  after  the  death  of  his  mother  he  married,  and 
took  possession  of  the    old  homestead,    his  father 
living  with  him  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  marriage  of  A.  W.  Bradish  with  Elsie  M. 
Appleby  was  solemnized  in  Madison  Towniship, 
April    13,    1847,      She   is  the  daughter   of  Jacob 


and  Mary  (Peck)  Appleby,  natives  of  New  Jersey 
and  Massachusetts  respectively,  and  both  supposed 
to  be  of  English  ancestry.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  they  made 
their  permanent  home.  They  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  namely:  Elsie  M.,  Rosetta,  Nancy, 
William,  John  and  Julius.  Nancy  is  deceased;  El- 
sie M.  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  18,  1825. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradish  eight  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  Caroline  A.,  Clarence  M.,  Herbert 
IL,  Carroll  E.,  William  R.,  Josephine  E.,  Frank  A. 
and  Mary  E.  Herbert  married  Ella  Appleby,  and 
resides  in  F'airfield  Township;  Carroll  married  Ad- 
die  Spaulding,  and  resides  in  Madison  Township; 
William  and  Josephine  are  living  at  home;  Frank 
A.  married  Miss  Alice  Harwood,  and  resides  on  the 
homestead  with  his  parents;  Caroline,  Clarence  and 
Mary  are  dead. 

Mr.  Bradish  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  town,  county  and  State.  His  large 
experience,  progressive  mind  and  energetic  spirit 
have  had  a  salutary  influence  on  the  community. 
He  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Poor  two  years, 
Township  Treasurer  one  term,  Town  Clerk  twenty 
years,  and  has  been  one  of  the  Supervisors  of  Mad- 
ison Township  six  terms.  He  is  now  serving  his 
tenth  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  will  make 
forty  consecutive  years  of  service  in  this  office. 
For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a  Director  of  the  Lena- 
wee County  JMutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Bradish  is  a  val- 
ued member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  socially, 
she  and  Mr.  B.  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  a 
lar«e  circle  of  friends  among  their  contemporaries 
and  the  rising  generation. 
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V.   HORTON  is  a  gentleman  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  Clinton  Township,  and 
a  practical    general    farmer,    pleasantly   lo- 
on section   15,  where  he  owns  160  acres  of 
m proved    land.       He   first   purchased    eighty 
of  it  in  1864,  but  did  not  make  his  home  on  it 
the  next  year.     He  bought  the  other  eighty 
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acres  in  1881  and  1882,  buying  forty  acres  each 
year.  Since  settling  here  he  has  made  steady  and 
rapid  progress  in  attaining  a  competency  in  his 
chosen  calling.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Lenawee 
County  since  he  came  here  in  1831,  in  the  early 
days  of  its  settlement,  when  he  was  himself  but  a 
few  years  old,  as  he  was  born  in  Orange  County,  in 
the  township  of  Middletown,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  14,  1826. 

Richard  8.  Horton,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
wagon-maker,  and  a  very  skillful  workerat  his  trade. 
He  was  born  and  reared  in  Orange  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  he  married  the  maiden  of  his  choice. 
Miss  Keziah  Valentine,  of  German  ancestr}'.  In 
1830  Mr.  Horton  came  to  Michigan  to  purcluise 
some  Government  land  for  himself,  and  was  also  en- 
trusted with  money  to  make  a  like  purchase  for  two 
neighbors.  He  bought  160  acres  for  himself  on 
section  13,  Raisin  Township,  and  two  tracts  of  tlie 
same  number  of  acres  for  his  neighbors  in  the  same 
township.  He  then  went  back  to  New  York,  and 
in  1831  returned  to  Michigan  with  his  wife  and 
their  five  children,  two  daughters  and  three  sons, 
who  had  been  born  to  them  in  their  old  home. 
They  came  via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  to  Detroit, 
where  Mr.  Horton  purchased  an  ox-team,  and  with 
a  wagon  laden  with  their  household  goods  pro- 
ceeded toward  their  destination.  After  the  first 
day's  journey  the  oxen  were  stolen,  and  more  had 
to  be  procured  before  they  could  complete  their 
journey  to  Tecumseh,  whence  they  went  soon  after 
to  locate  on  their  land  in  Raisin  Township.  The 
father  many  years  afterward  closed  a  long  and  use- 
ful life  on  his  farm  in  that  township,  where  he  had 
built  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  his  death  occurring 
in  January,  1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy -three  years. 
He  was  passionately  fond  of  the  chase,  and  had 
killed  as  many  bears,  wolves  and  deer  as  any  of  the 
settlers  who  were  not  professional  hunters.  He 
supplied  his  own  table  with  game,  and  many  a  deer 
and  wild  fowl  that  had  been  brought  down  by  his 
unerring  aim  found  its  way  to  his  neighbor's  larders. 
He  was  very  popular  among  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
was  known  far  and  wide  as  ''Uncle  Dick,"  and  re- 
spected wherever  known  as  an  honest  man.  His 
good  wife,  who  was  held  in  like  estimation,  died  in 
1867  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  yeaxs. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  born  to  his  par- 
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ents,  and  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  them  to  this  State.  Here  he  was  bred  on  a  farm 
to  the  occupation  which  he  has  followed  since  attain- 
ing manhood.  He  was  married  in  Eaton  Rapids, 
Mich.,  May  14,  1850,  to  Miss  Cornelia  8.  Long, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama  Township,  Genesee  Co., 
N.  Y.,  March  30,  1825.  She  was  the  second 
daughter  of  the  family  of  eleven  children  born  to 
Appolosand  Sarah  (Green)  Long,  who  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  and  of  New  England  parentage. 
Immediately  after  marriage  they  went  to  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  on  a  new  farm 
in  Caledonia  Township,  where  they  encountered  the 
trials  incidental  to  pioneer  life.  They  later  went  to 
Genesee  County,  but  afterward  returned  to  Living- 
ston County,  where  the  father  died  in  1845,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five  years.  Soon  after  the  death  of  the 
father  the  mother  and  children  came  to  Michigan 
and  made  their  home  in  Raisin  Township.  A  few 
years  later  the  mother  and  a  part  of  her  family  re- 
moved to  Eaton  Rapids,  where  her  death  occurred 
at  the  home  of  one  of  her  sons  in  1863,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years. 

Mrs.  Horton  was  well  trained  to  the  practical 
duties  of  life,  and  received  a  good  education,  vvhich 
enabled  her  to  successfully  follow  the  vocation  of 
teacher  before  her  marriage.  After  marriage  Mr. 
Horton  owned  and  managed  a  sawmill  in  Raisin 
Township,  which  after  two  years  he  exchanged 
for  a  farm  in  Tecumseh.  He  afterward  sold  his 
property  in  that  township,  and  removing  to  La- 
grange, Ind.,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and 
lived  there  four  years;  he  then  disposed  of  his 
property  there,  came  to  Clinton  Township,  and 
settled  on  his  present  farm.  To  him  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  two  sons,  Frederick  A.  and  Henry 
L  ,  both  of  whom  live  at  home  with  their  parents, 
Frederick  married  Miss  Hattie  I.  Long,  of  Eaton 
County,  where  she  was  born  and  grew  to  woman- 
hood. 

Mr.  Horton  and  his  sons  are  Democrats,  and  Mr. 
Horton  has  ably  filled  the  offices  of  Township 
Treasurer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  some  years. 
Mrs.  Horton  is  a  much  esteemed  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Tecumseh,  and  the  family  stand 
deservedly  high  in  the  community  on  account  of 
their  inherent  worth  and  ability. 
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^4l  I^ILLIAM  R.  WILSON,  one  of  the  repre- 
1/W  ^^^1^^*^^^^^^  "^^"  ^"^"^  successful  agricultur- 
V^  i^ts  of  the  township  of  Ridgeway,  has  lived 
in  this  township  a  hunger  time  than  any  other  man 
living  here.  He  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
and  is  the  son  of  Robert  Wilson,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  was  reared  partly  in  Wayne  County, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  in  Genesee  County  with 
Miss  Phcebe  Robertson,  a  native  also  of  the  Empire 
State.  Mr.  Wilson  came  of  German  ancestry, 
his  wife  of  Scotch  and  Irish.  After  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Wilson  lived  in  Genesee  County 
for  a  few  years,  and  during  this  time  tlieir  only 
child,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  born. 

When  Robert  Wilson  left  New  York  for  the  pur-  i 
pose  of  establishing  for  himself  a  home  in  Southern  ; 
Michigan,  he  started  with  a  team  and  wagon  and  ; 
$300  in  money.  He  went  by  the  canal  to  Buffalo, 
thence  by  Lake  to  Detroit,  where  he  loaded  all  his 
earthly  possessions  on  the  wagon,  and  followed  the 
trail  to  Lenawee  County,  stopping  at  Tecumseh, 
where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  came  to 
Ridgeway  Township,  and  invested  |200  of  his 
money  for  160  acres  of  land,  where  he  settled  and 
on  which  our  subject  now  lives.  He  obtained  his 
land  of  Uncle  Sam,  and  the  purchase  papers  were 
signed  by  President  Jackson.  On  this  place,  on 
section  32  of  what  was  then  called  Macon  Town- 
ship (now  Ridgeway),  he  built  his  primitive  cabin, 
a  pleasant  little  log  house,  which  became  his  home 
for  some  time.  In  course  of  time  this  gave  place  ' 
to  a  larger  and  finer  residence,  one  of  the  best  then  ; 
in  the  township,  and  now  the  home  of  the  only 
child.  The  father  lived  to  see  almost  all  the  farm 
well  improved,  and  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death 
nearly  200  acres.  Mr.  Wilson  lost  his  first  wife, 
the  mother  of  William  R.,  in  1855.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  an 
esteemed  member  of  society.  He  married  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Hannah  E.  Van  Nostrand,  and  died  Oct. 
8,  1866 ;  the  widow  is  now  living  in  Clinton  Town- 
ship. He  was  an  old-line  Whig,  casting  one  of 
the  first  four  Whig  votes  cast  in  the  township,  and 
later  a  solid  Republican.  He  was  an  active,  ener- 
getic man,  and  accomplished  a  great  deal  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  township  and  county. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated  at  Te- 


cumseh, and  has  always  lived  on  the  homestead 
which  he  inherited  from  his  father.  On  the  5th  of 
May,  1852,  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Raisin 
Township  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Kelley,  who  was  born 
in  the  township  of  Sidney,  Kennebec  Co.,  Me., 
March  26,  1831.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Wayne  and 
Anne  (Varner)  Kelley,  natives  of  Maine,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married.  The  father  for  some 
years  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  connec- 
tion with  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in  Maine  till 
1839,  when  the  family  came  via  canal  and  Lakes  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Tecumseh  by  the 
''  horse-car  railroad,"  where  they  located  in  Raisin 
Township,  securing  a  farm  which  they  made  their 
home  until  their  death,  the  father  dying  Feb.  19, 
1854,  the  mother  Dec.  1,  1886.  They  belonged  to 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  in  politics  the  father 
was  a  Whig. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Julia  E.,  who  was  l)orn  Dec.  12,  1862, 
and  died  Aug.  30,  1864;  Henry  C,  who  took  to 
wife  Agnes  Willett,  of  Blissfield,  Mich.,  and  lives  at 
Constantine,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  a  teacher  by 
profession,  a  graduate  from  the  schools  at  Tecumseh 
and  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and  Superintendent  and  Prin- 
cipal of  the  High  School  at  Constantine;  and 
P^ugene  A.,  who  married  Miss  Kittie  E.  Fessenden, 
and  lives  in  Petoskey,  Emmet  Co.,  Mich.  Both 
are  teachers,  and  Mr.  W.  is  a  graduate  from  the 
schools  at  J^ecumseh  and  Ypsilanti,  and  is  Principal  ^ 

i   of  the  High  School  where  he  lives. 

Mr.    and    Mrs.   Wilson  and    their  children     are 

I   members  of  the   Methodist   Church  at  Ridgeway. 

!    Mr.  W.  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  Township 
Clerk. 

GRACE  BREWER.     During  the  year  1837, 
when  the  young  township  of  Tecumseh  was 
struggling  to  assert  itself,  foremost  among 
^      the  energetic   and   enterprising  spirits  who 
pitched  their  tents  in  the  wilderness  was  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.     He  was  then  in  the  strength 
and    vigor  of    early    manhood,  eager  to    put   his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  was  soon  acknowledged 
as  a  leading  spirit  among  the  various  interests  which 
resulted  in  the  growth  and  progress  of    the   com- 
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m  unity.  As  years  passed  by,  he  was  am  ply  blessed 
ill  the  result  of  his  labors,  and  until  tlie  close  of  a 
long  and  useful  life  occupied  an  enviable  position 
among  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Brewer,  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  was 
born  Aug.  13, 1816,  and  closed  his  eyes  upon  earthly 
scenes  at  his  home  in  Tecuraseh,  Dec.  11,  1881.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and  before  reaching 
his  majority  became  an  expert  carpenter  and  joiner, 
in  which  he  engaged  some  time  after  coming  to  the 
West.  His  first  work  in  Lenawee  County  was  on 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  here  met  with  an 
accident  which  came  very  near  putting  an  end  to  a 
useful  and  successful  career.  While  upon  the  roof 
with  a  bundle  of  shingles,  he  missed  his  footing  and 
fell  to  the  ground,  receiving  injuries  which  it  was 
supposed  at  the  time  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
fatal.  His  excellent  constitution,  however,  survived 
the  shock,  while  his  extraordinary  will-power  assisted 
greatly  in  his  recovery.  The  following  morning  he 
got  up  from  his  bed  and  rode  with  Judge  Stacy  to 
Adrian. 

Mr.  Brewer  continued  at  his  trade  some  years, 
and  among  other  important  buildings  put  up  the 
first  steam  sawmill  in  the  county,  located  in  Ridge- 
way  Township.  This  was  his  own  enterprise,  and 
he  operated  it  successfully  for  a  number  of  years, 
when  he  subsequently  engaged  in  the  same  business 
at  Toledo,  Ohio.  In  1848  he  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  Tecumseh  Foundry  and  Machine-Shops,  of 
'which  in  time  he  became  sole  proprietor,  and  oper- 
ated alone  until  his  son  Albert  had  grown  to  years  of 
discretion,  when  he  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Conkling  were 
taken  into  partnership,  the  firm  name  becoming  H. 
Brewer  <fe  Co.  From  a  very  small  beginning  this 
enterprise  grew  to  a  large  and  lucrative  business.- 
Mr.  Brewer  was  a  natural  mechanic,  possessing  an 
ingenious  hand  and  a  correct  eye,  and  whatever 
enterprise  he  undertook  he  insisted  upon  having  it 
carried  out  in  the  best  manner.  He  was  a  man  at- 
tentive to  his  business,  straightforward  in  his  trans- 
actions, honored  and  beloved  by  all.  The  univer- 
sal testimony  summed  up  was  that  *'Every  man 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  whether  in  the  busi- 
ness or  social  circle,  was  his  friend."  A  large  con- 
course of  people  attended  his  funeral,  and  among 
the  most  sincere  mourners  were  his  force  of    em- 


ployes, to  whom  he   had  ever  been  a  kind  and  con- 
siderate friend  and  benefactor. 

Mr.  Brewer  was  married,  Nov.  4,  1841,  in  Tecum- 
seh Township,  to  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Ketcham.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  there  were 
born  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Albert 
L,  is  the  only  survivor.  Mrs.  Maria  Brewer  died  at 
the  family  residence  in  Tecumseh,  June  25,  1884,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  She  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  born  March  18,  1817.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 
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f  OHN  DUBOIS.  The  old  adage,  '^His  word 
is  as  good  as  his  bond,"  is  sometimes  used  in 
connection  with  the  names  of  men  of  well- 
known  honesty,  but  never  in  reference  to  a 
man  who  enters  into  an  obligfition  without  seriously 
contemplating  its  discharge  when  the  time  mentioned 
arrives.  Lenawee  County  is  generally  peopled 
with  admirable  citizens,  whose  good  qualities  are 
known  far  and  wide,  and  of  those  who  live  in 
Ridge  way  Township  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
stands  prominent.  He  is  a  good  citizen  and  suc- 
cessful farmer,  whose  home  is  located  on  section  34, 
of  the  fractional  part  of  the  township.  He  first  set- 
tled on  this  farm  about  the  year  1845,  and  has  since 
made  his  home  here. 

Mr.  Dubois  was  born  in  Count}^  Antrim,  Ireland, 
in  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Alexander  Dubois,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county,  and  Susan  Grier,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Ireland.  After  the  birth  of  six 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest, 
the  parents  came  to  America,  landing  at  Quebec, 
and  afterward  came  to  the  United  States,  where 
they  began  life  on  forty  acres  of  wild  land  seven 
miles  south  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  where  they  re- 
mained until  their  death  at  a  ripe  old  age;  the  farm 
is  still  owned  by  one  of  the  children.  The  parents 
were  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land people.  Our  subject  was  only  one  year  old 
when  his  parents  landed  in  this  country,  and  he 
lived  at  home  with  them  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  to  earn  his  own  living.  From  New 
York  he  came  to  Michigan,  where  he   learned  the 
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trade  of    a  carpenter,  but  that  business  not  suiting 
his  taste,  he  only  followed   it  for  a  few  years,  when    I 
he  changed  his  occupation  for  that  of  a  fanner.    He 
purchased  the  land  he  now  owns,  and  soon  after- 
ward married,  in  Ridge  way.  Miss  Mary  Osterhout, 
who  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and    came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  John  and  Sallie  (Bai- 
ley) Osterhout,  when  she  was   very  young.     Mrs.    ; 
Osterhout  was  the  mother  of    four  children:  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  G.  W.  Smith;  Eva,  wife  of  Joseph  Cone, 
now  of  Cone's  Station,    Monroe  County;    Emma,    ! 
wife  of  E.  Price,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  this  town- 
ship, and  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth    is    | 
now  deceased. 

Mr.   Dubois  was  again  married,  in  Mooreville,    | 
Washtenaw    County,  to     Mrs.    Johanna    Denison,    | 
who  came  from  Westport,  N.  Y.,    when  a  young   j 
woman,  marrying  David  Denison  in  Monroe  County.    | 
He  died,  leaving  her  two  children — Jane,  now  de-    | 
ceased,  and  Carrie  E.     This  wife  died  at  her  home   ; 
in  this  township,  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years.     She  bore   Mr.  Dubois  two   children— Ollie 
and  Fred.     Ollie  married  Oliver  Curry,  and  they 
now  reside  on  a  farm  in  Milan  Township,  Monroe 
County.     Mr.  Dubois'  third  wife   was    Miss  Maria 
McFall,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  on 
the  23d  of  November,  1841.     She  was  the  daughter 
of  Cornelius  and  Catherine  (Denison)  McFall,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased,  and  was  reared  in  Mon- 
roe County.     She  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Floyd 
by  name. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dubois  both  belong  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  are  active  participants  in  all  its 
undertakings.  In  politics  Mr.  Dubois  is  an  ad- 
herent of  the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  is  an 
active  and  effective  worker.  They  both  occupy  a 
creditable  position  in  the  neighborhood  in  which 
thev  reside,  and  are  universally  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. 

eLARK  W.  DECKER.     The  building  inter- 
ests of  Adrian,  as  may  naturally  be   sup- 
posed, have  formed  one  of  its  most  impor- 
tant features,  and  the  general  aspect  of   the  town 
denotes  with  what  skill  and  good  judgment  these 
have   been   conducted.     Among  the  builders  and 
f     contractors  who  have  been  kept  busy  for  a  long 


period  of  years  and  whose  works  have  been  the  best 
exponent  of  their  ability,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
occupies  an  enviable  position. 

Mr.  Decker  has  spent  his  entire  life  amid  the 
scenes  of  his  present  labors,  having  been  born  in 
Adrian  Township  on  the  17th  of  May,  1838.  His 
parents  were  Uriah  and  Experience  (Baker)  Decker, 
natives  respectively  of  Columbia  and  Ontario 
Counties,  N.  Y.;the  former  was  born  Oct.  24,  1805. 
The  mother,  whose  early  home  was  near  the  town 
of  Manchester,  was  born  about  1808.  They  were 
married  in  the  Empire  State  and  came  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  in  the  summer  of  1833,  locating 
on  section  7,  in  Adrian  Township,  where  the  father 
opened  up  a  good  farm,  cultivating  the  soil  and 
erecting  a  substantial  set  of  frame  buildings.  Here 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  rested  from 
his  earthly  labors  in  December,  1885. 

The  parental  family  included  four  spns  and  four 
daughters,  all  living,  married  and  settled  in  com- 
fortable homes  of  their  own;  the  mother  occupies 
the  old  homestead.  Our  subject  was  the  third  son 
and  fifth  child  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  a 
youth  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  chose  a  sailor's  life, 
which  he  followed  on  the  Lakes  two  years  there- 
after, making  trips  principally  from  Chicago  to 
Buffalo,  employed  by  parties  dealing  in  grain. 
When  taking  up  his  abode  upon  terra  firma  again, 
in  the  spring  of  1855,  he  commenced  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade  in  Adrian.  That  fall  he  repaired 
to  South  Haven,  where  he  spent  the  following  winter 
working  at  his  trade,  and  in  the  spring  engaged 
with  a  party  of  surveyors  l)Ound  for  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  He  was  employed  thereafter  in  assisting  to 
make  the  Government  survey,  at  which  business  he 
continued  until  'he  severe  winter  weather  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  their  labors. 

Mr.  Decker,  in  the  spring  of  1856,  returned  to 
Adrian  and  was  idle  for  some  time  on  account  of 
an  attack  of  measles.  Upon  his  recovery  he  re- 
sumed work  at  his  trade  in  the  town  of  Rome  and 
other  points  throughout  the  county,  following  car- 
pentering until  the  spring  of  1861.  The  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion  broke  in  upon  his  plans  as  upon 
the  plans  of  thousands  of  other  men,  and  he,  in 
common  with  them,  considered  it  his  duty  to  assist 
in  the  preservation  of  the  Union.     He  accordingly 
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enlisted,  soon  after  the  first  call  for  troops,  in  Com- 
pany K,  1st  Michigan  three-months  men,  and  took 
part  in  the  first  battle  of  Bnll  Run.  In  August 
following,  his  time  having  expired,  he  returned  to 
Adrian  and  commenced  work  at  his  trade,  under 
the  supposition  with  many  others,  that  the  Rebell- 
ion was  a  comparatively  slight  disturbance  which 
would  soon  be  quelled.  In  the  winter  of  1862, 
however,  finding  that  tlie  conflict  seemed  no  nearer 
its  close,  he  turned  his  attention  again  to  his 
country's  need  and  assisted  in  raising  Company  H, 
nth  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  which  he  was  at  once 
commissioned  Second  Lieutenant.  He  marched  to 
the  front  with  his  regiment,  and  in  December  the}^ 
found  themselves  in  Kentucky  under  command  of 
Gens.  Stoneman,  Burbridge  and  Schofield,  and 
took  part  in  all  the  skirmishes  and  more  serious  en- 
gagements with  the  enemy  in  that  region. 

In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Decker  was  promoted  to 
First  Lieutenant,  with  which  rank  he  was  mustered 
out  in  October,  I860.  Upon  his  return  to  Adrian 
he  was  married  to  the  maiden  who  had  been  watch- 
ing the  results  of  the  war  with  extreme  anxiety, 
and  in  common  with  others  had  nerved  herself  to 
meet  the  worst,  if  necessary.  This  was  Miss 
Enlma  Halsted,  of  Rome  Township,  and  the  wed- 
ding was  celebrated  Oct.  14,  1865.  After  marriage 
the  young  people  took  up  their  abode  in  a  modest 
home  in  the  town  of  Rome,  where  they  resided  two 
years  during  which  Lieut.  Decker  followed  his 
trade.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  traded 
his  property  there  for  a  house  and  lot  in  Adrian,  to 
which  they  removed  in  June,  1868.  This  has  been 
their  home  since  that  time,  and  one  to  which  they 
have  given  much  time  and  thought  in  embellishing 
it  and  contributing  to  its  value,  so  that  it  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  in   the  cit3^ 

Lieut.  Decker  branched  out  as  a  builder  and 
contractor  soon  after  his  marriage,  .in  which  he  has 
since  been  engaged  with  the  exception  of  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  foreman  of  the 
Adrian  Car  Manufacturing  Company.  He  is  a 
first-class  workman,  possessing  much  natural  genius, 
and  has  been  concerned  in  the  erection  of  some  of 
the  best  buildings  in  the  city,  including  the  Rowley 
<fe  Farrar  block,  besides  various  stores  and  some  of 
the  best  residences. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.*  Decker  are  the  parents  of  two 
children  only,  Zoe  L.  and  Leon  E.  The  father  of 
our  subject  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Adrian 
Township  continuously  for  a  period  of  sixteen 
years,  during  which  time  among  other  duties  he 
joined  in  marriage  a  large  number  of  the  young 
people  of  that  locality.  Clark  W.  takes  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  is  conservative  in  his  ideas, 
reserving  the  right  to  support  the  candidate  whom 
he  considers  the  best  qualified  for  office.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  Adrian  Lodge  No.  8,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  K.  O.  T.  M.  and  the  G.  A.  R. 


17  LBERT  G.  BURTON.  The  subject  of  this 
'(0ful\  sketch  belongs  to  that  large  class  of  cult- 
ured, intelligent  and  enterprising  people 
who  came  into  Michigan  from  the  Empire 
State  during  its  pioneer  period,  and  became  such 
important  factors  in  developing  the  resources  with 
which  nature  has  so  generously  provided  it.  This 
element  of  Michigan's  population  has  not  only  con- 
tributed vastly  to  the  cultivation  of  a  naturally 
rich  soil  and  establishing  its  reputation  as  one  of 
the  first  gi-ain -producing  sections  of  the  Northwest, 
but  has  stood  as  a  champion  of  enlarged  educa- 
tional facilities  and  the  encouragement  of  those 
genial,  social  qualities  without  which  no  community 
can  attain  to  its  highest  degree  of  perfection. 

These  thoughts  naturally  spring  to  the  surface  in 
reflecting  upon  the  character  of  such  a  man  as  Mr. 
Burton,  the  nature  of  which  the  biographer  has 
gathered  from  the  involuntary  expressions  of 
those  who  have  known  him  for  a  long  period  of 
years.  His  early  home  was  in  the  township  of 
Yernon,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took 
place  on  the  9th  of  May,  1824.  His  father,  Cxeorge 
Burton,  a  native  of  Norwich,  Yt.,  was  born  near 
the  town  of  Hanover,  and  when  a  single  man,  in  the 
year  1812,  made  his  way  to  New  York  vState,  set- 
tling first  in  Madison  County.  Thence  he  removed 
to  Oneida  County,  where,  under  the  instruction  of 
his  brother  Minor,  who  had  located  in  Clinton,  N. 
Y.,  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  and  married 
Miss  Charlotte  Lockwood,  who  had  been  born  and 
reared  in  Madison  County.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
George  Burton  put  into  operation  a  mill  for  grinding 
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plaster,  but  after  a  time  it  was  swept  away  by  a  flood, 
and  he  then  removed  to  Clinton  and  established  a 
shop  where  he  carried  on  general  blacksniithing  and 
carriage-making.  He  also  built  at  Vernon  tlie  first 
elliptic  spring  buggy  in  Oneida  County,  and  which 
for  a  long  time  was  used  to  convey  the  United 
.States  mail  between  important  points. 

In  1835  George  liurton  sold  out  his  interests  in 
the  Empire  State,  and  gathering  together  his  per- 
sonal effects  started  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four  children.  They 
made  the  journey  via  canal  to  Buffalo  and  thence 
by  steamer  to  Detroit,  where  they  hired^teams,  and 
completed  the  joimiey  to  the  northern  part  of  this 
county  over  a  corduroy  road,  arriving  in  Clinton 
Township  on  the  2 2d  of  June,  where  Mr.  Burton  at 
once  engaged  at  his  trade  of  blacksmith  with  a  Mr. 
Foreman.  Later,  in  company  with  John  Nicholas,  he 
established  a  foundry  which  they  operated  together 
three  years.  During  the  financial  crisis  of  1857, 
which  resulted  in  the  breaking  u\)  of  the  ''wildcat" 
banks,  Mr.  Burton  was  financially  ruined  and 
obliged  to  suspend  business.  Subsequently,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  son,  our  subject,  he  liquidated  his 
indebtedness  and  spent  his  last  years  amid  the  com- 
forts of  a  good  home.  George  Burton  was  born  in 
1797,  and  departed  this  life  in  Clinton  Village  in 
the  spring  of  1873.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1883,  dying  after  summing  up  her  fourscore  years. 
Both  were  devoted  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  the  father  officiated  as  Dea(M)n  for  a  long 
period. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  child  of  his  parents, 
whose  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Of  these,  Albert  G.  and  three  sisters  are  yet 
living.  Mr.  Burton  learned  blacksmithing  and 
carriage-making  in  the  shop  of  his  father,  with  whom 
he  commenced  regular  work  in  1831),  and  continued 
with  him  until  reaching  his  majority.  Upon  the 
failure  of  his  father  the  son  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  much  of  the  time  has  given  employment 
to  as  many  as  ten  men.  Of  late  years,  however,  he 
has  reduced  this  number  considerably,  but  still 
carries  on  an  extensive  business. 

Mr.  Burton  was  first  married  in  Clinton,  in  1852, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Seymour,  who  became  tlie  mother 
of  one  child  and  died  about  three  years  after  be- 


coming a  bride.  This  child,  (ieorge,  is  married 
and  makes  his  home  in  Chicago,  being  employed  as 
an  engineer  on  the  Michigan  (  entral  Railroad.  The 
second  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1857,  was  formerly  Miss  Jane  E.  Roland, 
and  tliey  became  the  parents  of  two  children — Hat- 
tie  and  Katie,  both  now  married.  Mrs  Jane  E. 
Burton  died  in  1863.  She  was  a  remarkably  intelli- 
gent lady,  and  fulfilled  her  duties  as  wife  and  mother 
in  a  most  praiseworthy  manner. 

The  third  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  180 4,  was  Miss  Margaret  C.  Smith,  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  this  county 
vvhen  a  young  lady  and  died  at  her  home  in  Clin- 
ton, Feb.  22,  1881.  She  had  become  the  mother  of 
four  children,  thi'ee  of  whom  live  to  bless  her  mem- 
ory. The  eldest,  Carlton  S.,  is  a  teacher  of  instru- 
mental music  and  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Jll. ;  Julia 
died  in  1 884  when  seventeen  years  of  age ;  Christine 
and  William  are  at  home  with  their  father.  Mr. 
Burton,  politically,  is  a  straight  Republican. 


D  ATI! AN  (tANUN  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
/  prising  and  successful  citizens  of  Palmyra 
_  )  ToNvnship,  where  for  several  years  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber, and  more  recently  has  become  an  extensive 
land-owner  and  farmer.  He  is  a  native  of  Putnam 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  occurred  Sept.  15, 
1836.  His  father,  Lewis  Ganun,  was  also  a  native 
of  Putnam  County,  and  there  his  father,  Jeremiah 
(ianun,  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  passed  his  entire  life  there.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  there 
married  Mar}^  Z.  Kniffin,  likewise  a  native  of  Put- 
nam (V^unty.  Her  father,  Sylvanus  Kniffin,  was  a 
native  of  the  adjoining  county  of  AYestchester,  and 
was  a  farmer.  Shortl}"  after  his  marriage  Lewis 
Ganun  bought  a  farm  one-half  mile  distant  from 
his  father's  homestead,  and  four  miles  from  the 
town  of  Carmel.  He  lived  there  for  a  few  years 
when  he  sold  his  property  and  crossed  the  border 
into  the  State  of  Connecticut.  There,  in  Fairfield 
County  he  bought  a  fann,  where  he  and  his   wife 
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spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Belinda  and 
Emilinda  (twins),  Nathan  and  Newman.  Emilinda 
married  Newman  Worden,  and  lives  on  her  father's 
old  homestead  in  Connecticut;  Belinda  and  New- 
man are  deceased. 

Nathan  Ganun,  of  whom  we  write,  grew  to  man- 
hood in  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  in  assisting  his 
father  in  theiabors  of  the  farm  gained  the  knowl- 
edge of  how  to  work  to  the  best  advantage  and 
how  to  make  himself  useful  in  whatever  position  he 
might  be  placed.  This  schooling  has  been  of 
inestimable  value  in  shaping  his  fortunes  since 
thrown  on  his  own  resources.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
and  devoted  three  years  to  obtaining  a  thorough 
mastery  of  the  business  in  all  its  details.  The  first 
year  he  received  |25  for  his  services,  the  second 
year  $50,  and  the  third  year  |75.  By  careful  econ- 
omy he  managed  to  save  |25  out  of  the  sum  of  his 
three  years'  wages.  He  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
journeyman  until  1863. 

Mr  Ganun  was  married  in  Westchester  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  23,  1857,  to  Jane  A.  Reynolds,  daugh- 
ter of  Jared  and  Jane  (Worden)  Reynolds.  The 
Reynolds  were  old  residents  of  Westchester  County, 
as  also  were  the  Wordens.  They  were  farmers  and 
highly  respected.  Mrs.  Ganun's  mother  died  when 
she  was  nine 'years  of  age  and  her  father  when  she 
was  only  fourteen ;  thus  it  will  be  seen  she  was  left 
an  orphan  at  an  early  age.  She  was  born  Feb.  16, 
1837. 

Mr.  Canun  removed  to  Berea,  Ohio,  and  lived 
there  until  1866,  then  came  to  this  State  and 
bought  five  acres  of  land  on  section  12,  Palmyra 
Township  and  section  7  of  Blissfield  Township.  He 
removed  a  steam  sawmill  from  Ohio  to  this  county 
and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  He 
was  very  successful  in  this  venture,  to  which  he 
confined  himself  entirely  until  1878.  He  then 
branched  out  in  other  directions,  investing  in  land 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  adding  farming  to  his 
previous  occupation.  In  this  undertaking  he  has 
also  been  greatly  prospered.  He  now  owns  285 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  substantial 
set  of  farm  buildings,  admirably  suited  to  the  re- 
quirements of  a  large  farm,  and  his  commodious 


dwelling  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township.  A 
fine  picture  of  his  residence  and  its  beautiful  sur- 
roundings will  be  found  on  an  adjoining  page  of 
this  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ganun  have  had  born  to  them  four 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  Francis  L., 
who  was  born  Nov.  13,  1858,  married  Carrie  S. 
lJean,and  they  have  four  children — Mabel  L.,  Lillie 
M.,  Oliver  D.  and  Elsie.  Addison,  the  second  child, 
was  born  March  3,  1861,  married  Clara  Bancroft, 
and  they  have  three  chiklren — William  L.,  Ethel 
and  Eleazer  FI.  Newman  J.  was  born  March  7, 
1863,  and  married  Ella  Jones;  Malvina  A.  was  born 
July  7,  1865.  The  two  elder  sons  live  in  Blissfield 
Township  and  the  youngest  in  Palmyra  Township, 
and  all  close  to  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Ganun 
gave  his  sons  the  benefits  of  a  good  common-school 
education,  while  their  daughter  was  graduated  by 
the  college  at  Adrian. 

Mr.  Ganun's  life  since  he  left  the  home  of  his 
parents  has  been  a  busy  one.  The  practical  lessons 
that  he  learned  in  his  P^astern  home  have  been  of 
much  use  to  him  since  he  became  a  citizen  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  to  them,  together  with  his 
business  ability  and  persistent  labor,  he  owes  his 
present  prosperity.  In  the  prosecution  of  his  varied 
business  interests  Mr.  Ganun  has  promoted  the  in- 
terests of  this  town.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  present  to  their 
many  friends  fine  lithographic  portraits  of  Mr. 
Ganun  and  his  wife  in  connection  with  this  brief 
sketch. 


OSES  BOWERMAN,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Lenawee  County,  established  himself  in 
Raisin  Township  in  the  fall  of  1832.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  brave  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  settlement,  and 
bears  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  most  use- 
ful members  of  a  community  to  which  he  came 
when  it  was  just  struggling  into  existence.  Amid 
the  vicissitudes  of  a  long  and  changeful  life  he  has 
acquitted  himself  in  a  most  creditable  manner, 
having  been  enterprising,  industrious,  liberal- 
minded,  and  in  all  respects  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen.     He  contributed  his  full  quota  toward 
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the  development  of  the  resources  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship, and  enjoys  the  universal  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  his  some- 
what lengthy  journe}^  of  life  he  has  been  accom- 
panied by  one  of  the  most  excellent  of  women,  who 
has  proved  to  him  a  faithful  wife  and  helpmeet,  been 
his  wise  counselor  in  times  of  toil  and  difficulty, 
and  is  now  the  honored  sharer  of  his  latter  suc- 
cesses and  the  comfortable  home  which  they  have 
jointly  built  up  from  the  wilderness. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Providence  Township, 
Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  27,1811.  His  father, 
also  Moses,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  was 
twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Eunice 
Dexter,  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject.  The 
latter  was  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents  mi- 
grated from  Saratoga  to  Wayne  County  and  located 
in  Ontario  Townshii),  where  the  death  of  the  father 
took  place  eight  years  later.  The  mother  with  her 
cliildren  then  took  u})  her  residence  in  Niagara 
County,  where  they  remained  until  18o2,and  where 
our  subject  developed  into  manhood.  Soon  after 
reaching  his  nineteenth  birthday  he  was  married, 
and  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  a  number  of 
families,  mainly  his  relatives,  started  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan.  Jliey  all  took  up  their  abode 
upon  a  portion  of  the  uncultivated  land  in  Raisin 
Township,  and  Mr.  Bowerman  was  the  pioneer  of 
the  timber  tract,  taking  tlie  lead  in  exploring  its 
wilds  and  entering  eighty  acres  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Their  first  dwelhng  consisted  of  a  shanty 
with  a  shake  roof,  and  here  the  young  couple  com- 
menced life  together.  Wild  game  was  plentiful,  and 
tiieir  larder  contained  some  of  the  choicest  meats  to 
l)e  found  then  or  now.  It  is  i)robal)ie  that  the)" 
were  far  more  contented  and  happy  than  mau}^  of 
the  households  established  to-day  with  more  luxur- 
ious surroundings;  they  had  more  labor  and  more 
real,  substantial  comfort.  They  can  remeniber  at 
least  how  glad  they  were  to  find  a  resting-place,  as 
the  journey  from  New  York  had  been  accomplished 
laboriousl}^,  first  by  canal  to  Buff. 'do,  thence  by  Lake 
to  Detroit,  and  from  there  witli  ox-teams. 

When  Mr.  Bowerman  started  out  with  his  young 
wife  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  West  he  possessed  a 
capital  of  |170.  After  he  had  purchased  his  land 
and  a  cow,  he  had  nothing  left,  and   began  to  work 


for  his  neighbors  by  the  day  or  month  as  he  could 
secure  employment.  The  people  about  him  re- 
spected him  for  his  determination  and  industry. 
The  pioneers  made  it  a  ride  to  help  those  who  had 
a  disposition  to  help  themselves,  and  though  many 
of  them  were  in  the  same  condition  as  our  subject, 
where  there  was  a  will  there  was  a  way,  and  if  they 
could  not  give  money  they  frequently  bestowed  its 
equivalent,  and  with  a  mutual  interest  all  worked 
together,  usually  with  the  happiest  results. 

Young  Bowerman  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way,  undismayed  by  hardships  and  difficulties,  and 
in  due  time  began  to  realize  the  reward  of  his 
labors.  lie  felled  the  trees  around  his  pioneer 
dwelling,  and  as  time  passed  by  gradually  brought 
the  land  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Not  many 
years  later  the  wilderness  was  transformed  into  smil- 
ing fields  with  growing  grain,  and  the  shanty  on  sec- 
tion 3')  was  superseded  by  a  substantial  brick  dwell- 
ing on  secti(m  2G.  Adjacent  to  this  there  soon 
ai)})eared  a  good  l)arn  and  various  other  out-build- 
ings, and  the  homestead  is  now  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable in  Raisin  Township.  The  property  includes 
120  acres  of  land,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowerman  in 
their  declining  years  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their 
industry,  l)lessed  with  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  a 
host  of  friends.  There  is  a  snug  bank  account  and 
plenty  to  supply  them  with  every  comfort  as  long- 
as  they  live. 

Mr.  Bowerman  was  reared  by  his  excellent  par- 
ents in  the  (Quaker  faith,  to  which  the  grandparents 
on  the  father's  side  had  rigidly  adhered.  These 
latter  possessed  the  simple  and  honest  attributes  of 
that  peculiar  people,  and  were  widely  known  and 
greatly  respected  in  tlie  Empire  State.  Moses 
Bowerman,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Friends  in  Raisin  Township,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
most  faithful  rei)resentatives  of  the  faith  in  this 
section,  giving  liberall}^  of  his  time  and  means  to 
establish  and  maintain  it. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Royal  ton  Township,  Niagara  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  I),  1831,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Zilpha 
Ha vi land,  a  native  of  tliat  county,  and  born  in 
Providence  Township,  Jan.  1),  1812.  Her  father, 
Charles  Ilaviland,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  carried  on  farming  and  also  ofBci- 
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ated  as  a  minister  of  the  Quaker  Church.  He  mar- 
ried  in  early  manlxood,  Miss  Esther  Mosher,  also  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  and  a  bright  light  in  the 
Society  of  Friends,  in  which  she  was  also  a  talented 
speaker.  Mr.  Havihmd  and  his  wife  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1833,  and  located  in 
Raisin  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  mother  passed  away  on  the  10th 
of  January,  1840,  and  the  father,  surviving  seven- 
teen years,  died  Dec.  17, 1 856.  Their  household  in- 
cluded twelve  children,  of  whom  Zilpha  was  the 
tenth. 

Mrs.  Bowerman  was  carefully  trained  in  all 
housewifely  duties  by  her  excellent  mother  and  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  seven  are  deceased, 
namely:  Eunice,  who  died  in  infancy;  Martha,  when 
twenty-two  years  old;  Eunice,  (2d),  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  Daniel  when  one  year  old;  Cordelia  Ann 
at  the  age  of  three  years;  Rosalinda  at  forty -five 
years,  and  Mary  at  forty-three  years.  Esther,  the 
eldest  daughter  living,  is  the  wife  of  Solomon  Dye, 
a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  Moses  is  married  and  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  Summit  City,  this 
State;  Nancy,  who  married  James  Kennedy,  is 
living  at  home  with  her  parents;  Louisa  is  the  wife 
of  James  Starm,  and  a  resident  of  Raisin  Township; 
Sarah  married  Charles  Widne}^,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Louisiana,  while  Ellen  J.  married  Orlando  West- 
gate,  and  lives  in  Raisin  Township. 

The  picture  of  this  excellent  old  couple,  passing 
their  last  years  together  in  the  home  built  up  by  so 
many  years  of  labor  and  patience,  and  wiiich  is  now 
replete  with  comfort,  is  one  eminently  pleasing  to 
contemplate.  They  have  lived  long  and  worthily, 
and  their  names  will  be  held  in  kindly  remembrance 
years  after  the  places  that  now  know  them  shall 
know  them  no  more. 


ETER  KLSHPAUGH.  This  gentleman  rep- 
resents the  grain  and  farm  produce  trade 
in  Clinton  Township,  with  whose  business 
and  agricultural  interests  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated for  many  years.  Upon  first  coming  to  this 
section  of  country  he  located  in  Franklin  Township, 


and  going  over  the  line  subsequently  secured  a 
tract  of  land  on  section  35,  in  Manchester  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County.  A  large  portion  of  his 
life  has  been  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  his 
home  is  now  in  the  village  of  Clinton,  where  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  September,  1882.  He 
possesses  excellent  business  qualifications  and  has 
secured  a  competence  for  his  old  age. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.? 
June  3,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonas  Kishpaugh, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Warren  County,  N.  J. 
The  family  was  originally  from  Germany  and  has 
been  largely  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
generations.  Jonas  Kishpaugh  removed  to  Sussex 
County  when  a  young  man,  and  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Rachel  Ousted,  a  New  Jersey  lady,  also 
reared  in  Sussex  County.  After  the  birth  of  six 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  parents 
left  their  home  on  the  New  England  coast  and 
sought  the  wilds  of  Southeastern  Michigan.  They 
landed  in  Adrian  Township,  this  county,  in  1849, 
but  later  removed  to  Tecumseh  Township,  where 
the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  on  which  both 
parents  continued  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The 
father  of  our  subject  became  an  extensive  land- 
owner, having  at  one  time  a  clear  title  to  500  acres. 
The  mother  departed  this  life  about  1869,  and 
Jonas  Kishpaugh  followed  his  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate companion  four  years  later,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  February,  1873,  when  he  was  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age.  The  parents  had  for  many 
years  been  devoted  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  the  father,  politically,  was  independent. 

Peter  Kishpaugh  continued  under  the  home  roof 
until  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Dundee 
Township,  Monroe  Co.,  Mich.,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Ann  E.  Lambert,  who  was  born  in  Palmyra,  this 
county,  Sept.  18,  1840.  Her  parents,  Ansel  C.  and 
Sarah  (Dillingham)  Lambert,  were  natives  of  New 
York  State,  where  they  were  reared  and  married. 
They  came  to  Michigan  in  1833,  while  it  was  still 
a  Territory,  and  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  in 
Palmyra  Township.  The  father  subsequently  re- 
moved  to  Lambert  Village,  in  Monroe  County,  and 
thence  to  a  farm  in  Dundee  Township,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  several 
years.     Upon  retiring  from  active  labor  he  took  up 
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his  residence  in  the  village  of  Dnndee,  where  liis 
death  took  place  Oct.  5,  1882,  when  he  was  seventy- 
three  years  old.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Re- 
pnblican  party  since  its  organization  and  was  a 
man  of  standing  in  his  community,  liolding  most 
of  the  township  offices.  The  mother  is  yet  living, 
making  her  home  with  her  children,  and  is  seventy- 
four  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Kishpaugh  received  her  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  her  native  township,  and  at  home 
became  familiar  with  all  housewifely  duties.  Of 
her  marriage  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  one  daughter  died  when 
nine  years  of  age.  John  L.  married  Miss  Carrie 
Brown,  and  is  operating  his  father's  farm  in  Man- 
chester Township,  Washtenaw  County;  George  W., 
a  graduate  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Michigan 
State  University,  is  a  practicing  physician ;  Sarah 
is  the  wife  of  W.  II.  Dorr,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Franklin  Township,  this  county;  Mary  E.  is  a 
teacher  b}^  profession  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents;  Ansel  J.  is  the  assistant  of  his  father  in 
the  extensive  business  affairs  of  the  latter;  Albert 
F.  continues  under  the  home  roof.  Mr.  Kishpaugh, 
politically,  is  a  decided  Democrat,  and  both  he  and 
his  most  estimable  lady  are  regular  attendants  of 
the  p]piscopal  Church  at  Clinton. 

(OHN  BECKLEY  occupies  a  good  farm  lying 
on  the  Ridge  road,  on  section  28,  Macon 
Township,  which  he  purchased  in  the  fall  of 
1861.  The  land,  under  a  good  process  of 
cultivation,  yields  in  abundance  the  choicest  crops 
of  this  section  of  country,  and  the  present  proprie- 
tor has  effected  the  improvements,  which  are  viewed 
by  the  passing  traveler  with  unmixed  admiration. 
Mr.  Beckley  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Oct. 
25,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Christopher  and  ICliza- 
beth  (Bigle)  Beckley,  who  were  of  German  parent- 
age and  born  and  reared  in  the  Fatherland.  They 
were  married  not  far  from  the  place  of  their  birth, 
in  Baden,  where  they  remained  until  after  the  birth 
of  three  children,  and  then  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  where  the  elder  Beckley  pursued  his  occu- 
pation as  a  gardener  some  years.     Our  subject  con- 


tinned  with  his  parents  in  the  Empire  State  until 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  this 
county,  and  was  subsequently  joined  by  them,  and 
they  made  their  home  with  him  until  their  decease. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years,  while  the  father  survived  his  wife 
three  years,  and  died  at  almost  eighty-nine  years  of 
age.  They  are  remembered  as  people  of  sterling- 
worth  and  integrity,  and  were  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They 
possessed  in  a  marked  degree  the  reliable  and  sub- 
stantial traits  of  their  excellent  German  ancestors, 
which  they  transmitted  to  their  children,  whom  they 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  principles  of 
honer. 

Mr.  Beckley,  before  leaving  the  m.etropolis,  was 
married,  July  15,  1851,  to  Miss  Margaret  Schreyer, 
who  was  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage,  her 
childhood  home  being  in  the  little  Kingdom  of  Ba- 
varia, where  she  was  born  March  24,  1833.  She 
came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents,  Fred- 
erick J.  and  Kunigunda  (Martin)  Schreyer,  when  a 
child  eight  A^ears  of  age.  They  located  in  New 
York  City,  where  the  father  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  and  also  carried  on  the  manufacture 
of  matches  for  a  good  many  years.  In  1862  they 
joined  their  children  in  this  county,  locating  on  a 
farm  in  Macon  Township,  where  the  father  died 
Oct.  9,  1871.  The  mother  subsequently  made 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Beckley,  where 
her  death  took  place  in  April,  1879,  after  she  had 
passed  her  eightieth  birthday.  Mr.  Beckley,  like 
his  father  before  him,  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  politic- 
ally, and  although  taking  an  interest  in  the  general 
welfare  of  his  township,  is  no  office-seeker,  prefer- 
ring to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  his  private 
interests. 


^^^  COVEL   C.  STACY  is  a  Lenaw^ee  County 
^^^   man,  and  proprietor  of  the  Tecumseh  Jler- 
Vv^-Jj)  a/d,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  since 
November,  1874.     He  was  born  in  Tecum- 
seh Village,  Aug.  2,  1841,  and  has  continued  a  res- 
ident of  his  native  town  his  entire  life.     His  boy- 
hood was  spent  in  school  and  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  had  completed 
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a  full  course  of  study  in  the  Tecumseli  High  School. 
In  September,  1860,  he  entered  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Ann  Arbor,  took  the  regular  classical  course, 
and  was  graduated  in  June,  1864,  prepared  for  the 
more  serious  business  of  life. 

Upon  his  return  from  college,  young  Stacy  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  his  father,  act- 
ing at  the  same  time  as  clerk,  until  October,  1867. 
He  then  returned  to  his  Alma  Mater,  and  took  a 
six  months'  course  in  the  law  department  of  the 
university.  During  his  first  attendance  there,  he 
ranked  well  in  his  class,  excelling  in  the  languages 
and  rhetorical  studies.  In  his  senior  year  he  was 
considered  one  of  the  best  debators  in  the  college. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  '^  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
Secret  Society,"  and  in  his  senior  year  he  joined 
"The  Owls."  Upon  entering  the  law  department 
he  at  once  took  an  advanced  position,  became  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Webster  Society,  and 
ranked  as  one  of  the  most  fluent  speakers  in  that 
department.  Mr.  Stacy  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  courts  of  Lenawee  County,  May  29,  1868, 
and  to  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Detroit, 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1870.  While  yet  a  student 
in  his  father's  office,  he  had  begun  trying  cases  in 
Justice's  Courts,  and  acted  as  attorney  in  over 
thirty  such  trials,  before  his  admission  to   the   bar. 

Mr.  Stacy  commenced  his  regular  practice  in 
partnership  with  his  honored  father,  the  firm  being 
C.  A.  &  S.  C.  Stacy,  and  continued  until  Novem- 
ber, 1874.  He  had  been  considerably  interested  in 
newspaper  work  for  some  time,  and  now  purchased 
the  Tecumseh  J3era^d,  for  a  consideration  of  $1,200. 
At  this  date,  November,  1887,  the  office  re{>resents 
an  investment  of  $9,000,  and  from  a  circulation  of 
700,  the  present  proprietor  has  brought  the  sub- 
scription list  up  to  1,500.  In  August,  1885,  Mr. 
Stacy  purchased  the  plant  of  the  Addison  Gmirier^ 
and  in  October,  1887,  added  the  outfit  of  the  Brit- 
ton  Eagle,  He  still  continues  the  proprietorship 
and  publication  of  both,  employing  Mr.  A.  J. 
Kempton  as  local  manager  of  the  Courier^  while 
Mr.  M.  S.  Hendershott  holds  the  same  position  in 
connection  with  the  Eagle. 

Mr.  Stacy  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  pol- 
itics, and  uniformly  works  with  the  Democratic 
party,  of  which  his  paternal  ancestors  have  been 


adherents  since  Jefferson's  time.  At  the  town  meet- 
ing in  April,  1866,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  township  of  Tecumseh,  his  term  be- 
ginning on  the  following  4th  of  July  and  continu- 
ing four  years.  During  the  ensuing  ten  years,  he 
ran  twice  for  member  of  the  Lo^^er  House  in  the 
Legislature,  and  twice  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Lenawee  County,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
was  handsomely  beaten  in  all  four  contests.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  state  that  he  was  on  the  minor- 
ity side,  but  upon  each  occasion  he  polled  more 
votes  than  the  straight  party  ticket. 

In  September,  1869,  Mr.  Stacy  was  chosen  a 
School  Trustee  in  the  Union  District,  comprising 
the  village  of  Tecumseh,  and  was  elected  Director, 
in  which  position  he  served  until  resigning  to  enter 
upon  his  law  practice  at  Adrian.  He  returned  to 
Tecumseh  in  the  spring  of  1871,  and  in  September, 
1872,  was  again  chosen  School  Trustee,  and  filled 
the  position  of  Director  of  the  Board  for  twelve 
successive  years,  retiring  in  1884,  when  he  declined 
a  re-election.  The  present  reputation  of  the  Te- 
cumseh Union  School  is  largely  due  to  the  labors 
and  zeal  of  Mr.  Stacy  during  these  years.  In  April, 
1871,  Mr.  Stacy  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Tecum- 
seh Township,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  although 
the  township  gave  a  normal  Republican  majority 
of  nearly  100,  and  discharged  his  duties  so  satisfac- 
torily that  he  was  re-elected  in  the  spring  of  1872. 
In  April,  1873,  he  was  defeated  for  the  same  office 
by  Alfred  D.  Hall,  Republican,  by  a  majority  of 
two,  and  was  afterward  twice  defeated  by  the  same 
gentleman.  He  goes,  however,  upon  the  principle 
that  all  is  fair  in  a  war  of  this  kind,  and  takes  his 
defeat  in  the  best  manner  possible.  After  the  Dem- 
ocratic administration  came  into  power,  and  the 
term  of  Frederick  Rosecrans,  the  Republican  Post- 
master at  Tecumseh,  was  about  to  expire,  S.  C.  Stacy 
was  one  of  the  prominent  candidates  for  that  office, 
but  his  father.  Judge  Stacy,  carried  off  the  prize. 

Mr.  Stacy  has  been  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  Universalist  Church  of  Tecumseh.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  twenty 
years,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  parish 
Trustees  for  about  the  same  length  of  time,  most  of 
the  time  acting  as  Clerk  of  the  board.  Mr.  Stacy 
suffers  somewhat  from  the  infirmity  of  partial  deaf- 
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iiess,  and  it  was  on  account  of  this  that  he  retired 
from  his  law  practice  and  entered  upon  the  profes- 
sion of  journalism.  With  the  exception  of  T.  S. 
Applegate,  of  the  Adrian  Times ^  he  is  now  the  old- 
est editor  in  continuous  service  in  Lenawee  County. 
He  wields  a  read}^  pen,  is  an  enthusiastic  lover  of 
his  profession,  and  is  recognized  by  his  brethren  of 
the  craft  as  one  of  the  leading  journalists  of  South- 
ern Michigan. 


^^ROF.  L.  S.  BROWN,   Principal   and    pro- 

Jj)  prietor   of    Brown's   Business    Universit3% 

(j^  ^^   one    of    the     vvell-knoAvn     institutions    of 

J  \  Adrian,  has  contributed  largel}^  to  the  ed- 
ucational facilities  of  the  city  in  having  established 
one  of  the  best  colleges  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  It 
comprises  a  thorough  and  complete  course  of  prac- 
tical education,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  use  to 
men  in  all  departments  of  trade,  and  is  fully  of  as 
much  advantage  to  the  artisan,  mechanic  and 
farmer,  who  often  labor  at  a  disadvantage  because 
of  their  limited  knowledge  of  the  rules  which  gov- 
ern general  business  transactions,  as  to  those  con- 
fined principaUy  to  commercial  transactions. 

Mr.  Brown  has  the  advantage  of  being  well  known 
in  this  section  of  the  country,  where  he  has  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  is  the  son  of  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Raisin  Tow-nship,  and  was  born  at 
the  homestead,  north  of  the  city,  on  the  26th  of 
October,  1860.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Rhoda 
(Knapp)  Brown,  were  natives  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
and  came  to  Michigan  with  their  parents  early  in 
life.  The  Knapp  family  settled  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship, and  the  young  people  after  their  marriage  be- 
gan life  together  on  a  farm  in  Raisin  Township. 
They  are  now  numbered  among  the  most  highlj^ 
respected  residents  of  this  tow^nship,  where  they  oc- 
cupy a  comfortable  homestead  and  are  spending 
their  later  years  in  peace  and  comfort. 

Prof.  Brown  pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  completed  his  literary  course  in 
Raisin  Valley  Seminary.  For  a  more  practical  ed- 
ucation he  entered  the  Detroit  Business  University, 
where  he  took  a  full  course,  and  soon  afterward  put 
his  acquirements  to  the  test  by  engaging  as  book- 


keeper for  the  firm  of  O.  B.  Cook  &  Co.,  of  De- 
troit. His  next  change  of  residence  was  a  return 
to  Adrian,  wiiere  he  assumed  duties  more  congenial 
to  his  tastes,  l)ecoming  Principal  of  the  Commer- 
cial Department  of  the  High  School,  which  position 
he  held  three  3^ears.  For  some  time  he  had  had  in 
view  the  establishment  of  an  institution  which 
should  vary  in  some  particulars  from  anything  of 
the  kind  heretofore  projected,  and  he  commenced 
operations  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Wheeler  Block, 
at  the  corner  of  Maumee  and  Winter  streets.  From 
that  modest  beginning  has  grown  the  university 
which  is  now  attracting  favorable  attention  from 
both  educators  and  students.  The  course  includes 
double  and  single  entiy  book-keeping,  actual  busi- 
ness practice  and  correspondence,  banking,  com- 
mercial law,  penmanship,  political  economy,  busi- 
ness arithmetic  and  spelling.  The  pupil  who  mas- 
ters these  in  this  institution  will  be  indeed  finely 
equipped  for  the  ordinary  business  of  life  in  com- 
mercial circles. 

The  university  started  in  December,  1884,  with 
a  class  of  five  students,  and  in  December,  1887,  i 
there  w^as  a  regular  attendance  of  over  100.  F'ur-  | 
ther  comment  is  scarcely  necessary,  and  another  | 
year  will  probably  report  a  still  more  generous  ap-  | 
preciation  of  one  of  the  most  laudable  undertakings  | 
in  the  citv.  | 

^    OOP    ^  I 
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\f7  EMUEL  McCORMICK,  a  prosperous  farmer 
I  (®  ^^^  Riga  Tow^nship,  may  w^ell  be  considered 
JILaV  j:^  pioneer  of  this  county,  as  the  farm  which 
he  now^  owns  was  covered  with  the  primeval  forest 
wlien  it  came  into  his  possession,  and  he  had  to  un- 
dergo all  the  toils  and  privations  of  the  early  pio- 
neers in  clearing  it  and  rendering  it  fit  for  cultiva- 
tion. This  part  of  the  county  was  settled  more 
slowly  than  some  other  portions,  owing,  doubtless, 
to  the  swampy  character  of  some  of  the  land, 
though  wiien  it  was  cleared  and  drained  it  was 
found  to  be   rich  and  productive. 

Mr.  McCormick  was  1)orn  in  Butler  County, 
Pa.,  March  21,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Margaret  McCormick.  (For  their  parental 
history  see  the  sketch  of  M.  McCormick).  His 
early   training  was  such  as   to  make  him    manly, 
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self-reliant  and  iiuliistiious,  iinich  beyond  his 
years.  After  an  attendance  of  a  f<^w  years  at  a 
public  school  he  was  sent  out  to  work  to  assist  in 
the  support  of  the  family,  and  rendered  this  service 
to  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when 
the  younger  members  of  the  family  were  old  enough 
to  work,  and  the  parents'  burdens  were  lightened. 
He  then  started  out  into  the  world  beyond  his  na- 
tive State  to  make  a  home  for  himself,  and  came 
directly  to  Riga  Township.  Here  he  procured 
work  ^t  farming,  receiving  $10  per  month  for  his 
services.  He  carefully  saved  his  earnings  until  he 
had  enough  to  buy  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  then  he 
rented  land,  doing  the  most  of  his  farm  w^ork  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  marketing  for  several  years  with 
cattle.  In  the  year  1854  Mr.  McCormick's  parents 
and  their  family  came  to  Riga  and  settled  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  township.  The  father  con- 
tracted for  a  tract  of  land,  but  died  before  his  plans 
were  matured  for  the  removal  of  his  family. 

When  our  subject  first  settled  on  the  place  he 
now  owns  it  was  heavily  timbered,  and  for  some 
years  after  he  continued  to  rent  land  until  he  had 
enough  of  his  own  cleared  for  profitable  cultivation. 
He  now^  owns  100  acres  of  land,  sixty-five  of  which 
are  cleared  and  under  good  tillage,  while  he  has 
erected  good  frame  buildings,  well  adapted  to  farm- 
ing purposes. 

Mr.  McCormick  was  united  in  marriage,  July  1, 
1877,  with  Miss  Sarah  Hamilton,  a  native  of  But- 
ler County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Hamilton.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
came  to  America  when  a  young  man,  locating  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  met  and  married  Mary 
Gibson,  also  a  native  of  Ireland.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  made  their  home  in  Butler  County,  Pa., 
and  there  the  father  died  Jan.  29,  1852.  Some 
years  later  the  mother  removed  to  Riga  Township, 
where  she  spent  her  last  years,  dying  Nov.  16, 
1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick's  marriage  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  George  E., 
Nov.  10,  1878. 

The  hard  years  of  toil  have  early  brought  their 
reward  to  Mr.  McCormick,  who  is  scarcely  past  the 
prime  of  life.  Thirty-three  years  have  passed 
since  he  left  his  Pennsylvania  home,  with  little  if 
any  capital,  except  youthful  energy  and  a  deter- 


mimition  to  mnke  his  own  way  in.  the  world,  to 
make  a  place  and  a  home  for  himself.  He  is  now  a 
citizen  of  a  community  to  whose  prosperity  he  has 
contributed  much,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm  and  a  pleasant  home,  where,  with  the  attend- 
ant blessings  of  a  good  wife  and  child,  he  may  pass 
the  years  in  comfort  and  enjoyment  before  old  age 
comes.  Mr.  McCormick  is  an  active  and  hearty 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 


f^^  OLOMON  BROWN  is  at  present  represent- 
^^^  ing  several  insui-ance  companies,  among 
(u/^J  which  are  the  Hartford,  Phoenix,  Connecti- 
cut,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  the  U.  S. 
Mutual  Accident  Association,  besides  some  others. 
Mr.  Brown  is  an  attorney  and  has  been  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  some  time;  he  has  also  a  collecting 
agenc}^  He  came  to  Clinton  more  than  fifty  years 
ago,  and  has  transacted  business  here  for  twenty 
years,  and  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1824,  and  is  the 
son  of  K.  N.  Brown,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Mon- 
roe County,  wiiere  he  operated  a  distillery  and 
conducted  a  hotel.  He  was  there  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Smith  of  that  county,  and 
remained  until  after  the  birth  of  seven  children. 
They  then  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Bridge- 
water  Township,  Washtenaw  County,  where  Mr. 
Brown  resided  until  his  death,  which  occiu'red  in 
1874, at  the  age  of  seventy-four;  his  wife  died  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  son  and  second  child 
of  the  parental  family.  He  came  to  this  State  with 
his  parents,  and  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
in  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  with  Miss  Sarah  Mcllwain, 
a  native  of  that  State.  Earl}^  in  life  her  parents 
came  from  South  Carolina,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Fayette  County,  where  they  resided  most  of 
their  lives.  Mrs.  Brown  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  died  at  her  home  in  Clinton  in 
1879,  leaving  five  children — Calista,  Francis  E., 
Lou  A.,  Ida  and  Carrie.  Calista  was  formerly  a 
teacher  and  lives  at  home;  Francis  E.  is  engaged  in 
the  hardware  trade  in  Clinton;  Lou  A.  is  a  teacher 
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I  and  resides   at  home,   ns   does   also  her  sister  Ida; 

I  Carrie  is   the   wife  of  John  L.  Kishbangh,  and  has 

f  one  child,  Ralph;  Mr.  Kishbangh  is  a  farmer. 

I  Our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  in  Clin- 

I  ton,  to  Miss  Jane  A.  Liddell,  a  native  of  New  York 

t  State.     Mr.  Brown  was   engaged   in   the   hardware 

t  business  here  six  years,   and   operated  the  Bridge- 

l  water    mill  near   Clinton  for  six  years.     Mr.  and 

■  Mrs.  B.  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

I  In  politics  he  is  a   Democrat,   and    has  been  Presi- 

:  dent  of  the  Village  Council  for  some  time. 


'<3= 


1 i_ 


_i i- 


B^ 


^  AMUEL  UNDERWOOD.  Among  the  well- 
known  families  of  Lenawee  County  that  of 
the  Underwoods  occupies  a  prominent  and 
honorable  place.  John  Underwood,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers, 
became  a  well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen, 
and  was  a  most  excellent  man.  He  was  one  of  the 
hardy  and  industrious  pioneers  of  this  section  of 
the  West,  and  during  his  life  chopped  and  logged 
more  than  200  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land,  thus 
helping  to  prepare  a  rich  and  pleasant  heritage  for 
the  younger  generation  who  should  come  after  him. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Ridgeway  Township  of  par- 
alysis, Nov.  13,  1886,  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  child  of  his  parents, 
and  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Ridgeway  Township,  Sept.  2,  1845.  He  was 
reared  at  home  and  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  a  year  before  his  marriage,  when  he  went 
to  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  purchased  a  piece  of 
wild  land.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  outlook 
there,  however,  and  sold  out  and  returned  to  the 
county  of  his  birth  on  foot.  Soon  afterward, 
May  30,  1868,  in  Clinton,  Mich.,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Millson,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Michigan,  where  she  was  born  at  Bridge- 
water,  Washtenaw  County,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Ann  (Guiett)  Millson,  both  now  de- 
ceased. They  were  natives  of  England,  the  father 
being  of  Yorkshire  and  the  mother  of  Leicester- 
shire. They  came  to  this  country  and  were  mar- 
ried in   Detroit,  and  settled  in  the  then  unbroken 
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forest,  in  l^ridgc water  To wnshij),  Washtenaw  Coun- 
ty, being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  section* 
Heie,  by  indefatigable  industry,  they  eliminated 
from  the  wilderness  a  good  farm,  which  continued 
to  be  their  home  until  their  death.  The  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty  two  and  the  father  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Tbey  were  honest, 
hard-working  people,  and  exemplary  in  all  their 
habits. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  six 
children  born  to  her  mother  by  her  marriage 
with  John  Millson,  who  was  her  second  husband. 
She  had  formerly  been  married  to  a  Mr.  Pierce,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  both  of  whom  died 
young.  Mrs.  Underwood,  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  at  the  parental  home  in  l>ridge water  Town- 
ship, where  she  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  became 
the  mother  of  two  children — Webster  S.  and  War- 
ren H. 

About  the  time  of  his  marriage  our  subject  pur- 
chased the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  upon 
which  he  has  continued  to  live  ever  since.  He  now 
has  a  fine  body  of  140  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
which  is  drained  b}^  more  than  seven  miles  of  un- 
derground tile  drainage,  making  it  well  suited  to 
the  production  of  all  kinds  of  cereals  and  other 
farm  products.  The  land  is  exceedingly  fertile,  hav- 
ing produced  as  high  as  100  bushels  of  oats  to  the 
acre,  and  other  crops  in  proportion.  There  is  a 
good  set  of  farm  buildings  and  all  other  appliances 
necessary  to  the  modern  agriculturist.  Mr.  Under- 
wood is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
been  Township  Treasurer  two  years.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  69,  in  Tecumseh, 
of  which  he  is  Junior  Warden,  and  belongs  to  the 
Chapter  in  Council  No.  25,  in  Clinton,  and  to 
Adrian  Commandery  No.  4,  and  is  the  first  Knight 
Templar  ever  made  in  Ridgeway. 


pD) 
1^  u 


EDWARD  P.  ALLIS.     The  people  of  to-day 
who  are  enjoying  all  the  comforts  of  civil- 
ized life  in  the  West,  seldom  pause  to  con- 
sider how   the   present   state    of   affairs   has   been 
brought  about.     If  they  give  a  glance  backward  to 
the  pioneer  days,  the  past  seems  more  like  a  dream 
-~~— ^^ — n^ 
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than  M  reality,  whose  scenes  and  incidents  can  by  no 
means  be  appreciated  by  the  present  generation,  and 
which,  even  to  those  who  participated  in  the  events 
of  that  time,  seem  more  like  a  fable  of  another 
sphere  than  anything  connected  even  remotely  with 
the  present.  A  large  majority  of  the  men  who 
came  to  this  section  in  the  forties,  arrived  here 
forewarned  and  forearmed,  not  with  gold  or  imple- 
ments of  agricnltnre,  but  with  strong  hands  and 
brave  hearts.  Necessity  made  them  fertile  in  ex- 
pedient and  prepared  them  for  every  emergency. 
They  did  not  expect  lives  of  ease,  or  couches  of 
down,  but  bravely  camped  out  under  a  tent  or  in 
their  wagons,  if  necessary,  until  they  could  prepare 
a  more  suitable  habitation. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  in  nowise  be- 
hind those  of  his  compeers  who  were  willing  to 
make  sacrifices  and  endure  hardships  for  the  sake  of 
their  posterity.  He  emigrated  from  a  comfortable 
and  well-appointed  home  in  New  England,  where  he 
spent  his  early  life  and  where  his  birth  took  place  in 
Franklin  County,  Mass.,  Feb.  9,  1819.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  in  1844  set 
out  for  the  great  West.  Although  intending  to 
eventually  become  a  tiller  of  the  soil  he  could  not 
at  once  enter  upon  a  career  which  he  had  marked 
out  for  himself,  but  wisely  chose  that  which  appeared 
most  expedient,  and  first  engaged  in  running  a  saw- 
mill. He  was  thus  occupied  for  two  or  three  years, 
until  he  had  enough  dollars  in  his  pocket  to  secure 
for  himself  a  tract  of  land.  He  located  first  in  Rome 
Township,  where  he  lived  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  and  whence  he  removed,  in  1864,  to  Mad- 
ison Township,  locating  on  section  8,  where  he  built 
up  a  good  homestead  and  has  since  remained.  His 
property  embraces  seventy-two  and  one-half  acres 
of  land,  which  by  his  perseverance  and  industry  is 
now  valuable,  and  he  has  a  snug  dwelling,  tasteful 
within  and  without,  a  good  barn,  and  other  improve- 
ments necessary  to  the  comfort  of  the  modern 
farmer. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Hudson  Township, 
April  2,  1851,  to  Miss  Hannah  Jennings,  who  has 
now  been  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  for  a 
period  of  thirty-seven  years.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  Elliott  W.,    still  remains  with  his  parents 
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under  the  home  roof;  Lucius  F.  married  Miss  8a- 
mantha  Gander,  and  is  farming  in  Madison  Town- 
ship; he  was  born  in  Rome  Township,  eJuly  11, 
1857,  and  his  wife  April  26,  1859;  they  have  two 
children— Edward  D.  and  Arthur  L.  Miss  Mary 
Allis,  the  only  daughter  of  our  subject,  re- 
mains at  home  with  her  parents.  Mrs.  Allis  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  Aug.  6,  1821,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Zera  and  Polly  (Whaley)  Jennings, 
natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
York.  They  spent  the  latter  part  of  their  lives  in 
the  Empire  State,  where  their  remains  are  buried. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Solomon  and  Anna 
B.  (Dickinson)  Allis,  were  natives  of  Franklin 
County,  Mass.,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives, 
the  mother  dying  about  1863,  and  the  father  about 
1823.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  are  regular  attendants  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  they  give  their 
support  and  influence,  and  our  subject,  in  politics, 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  held 
some  of  the  minor  offices  of  the  township,  and  is 
distinguished  as  a  law-abiding  and  order-loving  cit- 
izen, who  is  always  willing  to  make  sacrifices  for  the 
good  of  those  around  him.  He  has  inherited  in  a 
large  degree  the  substantial  traits  of  his  New  En- 
gland ancestry,  who  were  of  Scotch  and  English  de- 
scent, and  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Lucius  Allis,  located  in  Franklin 
County  in  1764,  where  he  beca,me  a  wealthy  and 
prominent  man,  serving  as  Selectman  of  the  town 
of  Conway,  while  he  was  also  Captain  of  the  militia, 
and  later,  represented  his  county  in  the  Legislature 
of  the  Bay  State. 


^^EORGE  EXELBY.  Under  the  modern 
llj  method  of  conducting  business  the  volume 

^^H  of  travel  in  all  sections  of  the  country  is 
much  increased.  The  time  was  when  the  merchant 
went  once  or  twice  a  year  to  the  market,  but  now 
the  market,  through  its  thousands  of  representatives, 
visits  the  merchants  half  a  dozen  times  a  year,  and 
thus  there  is  a  constant  stream  of  travel  up  and 
down  the  land.     Like  begets  like,   it  is  said,  and 
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this  g'oiiTg"  ^^^^^  eoniing'  of  business  men  hns 
had  its  effect  upon  the  general  public,  and  the}^ 
travel  more  than  the^-  did  before  the  means  of 
transportation  was  so  ample.  This  migratory  habit 
of  the  people  has  called  into  existence  in  every  city i 
village,  town  and  hamlet  in  the  country,  houses  of 
public  entertainment,  and  the  bnsiness  of  a  hotel- 
keeper  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
in  the  country,  for  his  relations  with  the  public  are 
very  intimate. 

Mr.  Exelby,  who  was  formerly  one  of  the  well- 
known  general  farmers  of  Ridgeway  Township,  where 
his  home  was  on  section  9,  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
the  Exelby  House  in  the  town  of  Britton.  Besides 
120  acres  of  land  on  section  9  he  owns  160  acres  on 
section  14,  and  80  on  section  15,  and  180  acres  of 
the  various  tracts  are  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  Exelby  was  born  on  the  8th  of  March,  1 836, 
at  the  old  homestead  on  section  9,  and  is  the  son  of 
George  Exelby,  who  came  from  England  in  183K 
and  immediatel}^  located  on  a  new  and  unbroken 
farm  on  section  3,  in  Ridgeway  Township.  After- 
ward he  removed  to  section  9,  and  purchased  what 
is  now  known  as  the  old  homestead,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  April  18,  1861,  which  was 
occasioned  by  being  thrown  from  a  wagon  by  a 
runaway.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary 
Thackray,  who  was  born  and  reared  to  womanhood 
in  Yorkshire,  England.  She  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  1880.  The  parents  were  both  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  during  his 
life  the  father  held  nearly  all  the  local  offices  of  the 
township  in  which  he  lived. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
spent  at  home  with  his  parents,  where  he  engaged 
at  work  upon  the  farm  during  summer  and  attended 
the  district  schools  during  the  winter  months.  In 
the  fall  of  1862  Mr.  Exelby  was  married  in  Ridge- 
way Township  to  Miss  Ann,  daughter  of  Fenner 
Palmer,  an  old  and  respected  citizen  of  Lenawee 
County.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Exelby 
settled  on  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  October,  1887,  when  they 
came  to  Britton  and  took  possession  of  the  hotel 
which  now  bears  their  name.  On  account  of  his 
genial  and  sociable  nature  there  is  no  doubt  that 
Mr.  Exelby  will  prove  to  be  an  excellent  landlord. 


while  his  wife  is  equally  good  as  a  landlady,  be- 
cause of  the  methodical  manner  in  which  she  man- 
ages the  affairs  of  the  household. 

iNIr.  and  Mrs.  Exelby  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  recorded  as  follows:  Walter  married  Jane 
(ribson,  and  they  reside  in  the  hotel  with  their 
parents,  and  have  one  child,  named  Allen;  Edgar 
married  Phenie  Underwood,  and  they  live  on  the 
old  Exelby  homestead,  while  Ella  lives  at  home 
with  her  parents.  Mrs.  Exelby  was  born  on  the 
old  Palmer  homestead  on  the  4th  of  August,  1841. 
She  was  educated  at  Ridgeway  and  resided  at  home 
with  her  parents  until  she  became  the  wife  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Li  politics  Mr.  Exelby  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  labors  for  the  success  of  his 
party  upon  all  proper  occasions.  He  has  filled  the 
office  of  Township  Treasurer,  the  duties  of  which 
he  discharged  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  In 
his  new  calling  Mr.  Exelby  will  receive  the  en- 
couragement and  good  wishes  of  all  his  friends,  and 
the  time  is  not  very  far  distant  when  his  house  will 
become  very  popuhr  with  the  traveling  public. 

,  ICHARD  CADMUS.     Among  the  intelligent 


ilL^;  men  of  Macon  Township,  who  have  been 
/K  \V\  largely  identified  with  its  business  and  agri- 
wj@  cultural  interests,  none  occupy  a  more  hon- 
orable position  than  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
He  is  a  gentleman  by  birth  and  breeding,  high 
minded  and  honorable,  and  one  who  in  the  many 
years  he  has  spent  among  the  people  of  Lenawee 
County,  has  never  deviated  from  the  path  of  recti- 
tude or  been  led  to  perpetrate  a  mean  action.  To 
the  best  of  his  ability  he  has  dealt  justly  with  his 
fellowmen,  and  enjo,ys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Cadmus  came  to  Lenaw^ee  County  more  than 
fifty  years  ago,  arriving  here  in  the  fall  of  1833, 
when  a  lad  ten  years  of  age,  with  his  father,  Abra- 
ham Cadmus,  who  had  made  the  removal  from  Lodi 
Township,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.  There  our  subject 
was  born  Aug.  27,  1823,  and  his  first  recollections 
are  of  farm  life  and  his  early  pursuit  of  knowledge 
in  the  district  school.  Abraham  Cadmus  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Jersey,  and   was  the  son  of  Richard 
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Cadmus,  Sr.,  who  was  also  boni  and  married  in  that 
State.  The  first  representatives  of  the  family  in 
this  country  emigrated  from  Holland  during  the 
Colonial  days,  and  most  of  them  were  tillers  of  the 

soil. 

Richard  Cadmus  and  his  wife  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  of 
whom  Abraham,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
second  child.  They  left  New  Jersey  and  located 
in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  the  children  all  being 
reared  in  Lodi  Township.  Abraham  Cadmus  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Johanna  VanVleet,  who  was 
of  the  same  ancestry  as  her  husband,  but  a  native 
of  New  Y^)rk  State,  it  is  believed.  They  took  up 
their  abode  at  the  old  homestead  and  in  due  time 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Mary  A.,  who 
married  J.  M.  Miller,  and  died  in  Clinton  County, 
Mich.,  in  1886,  leaving  two  children;  Peter,  who 
died  when  a  young  man  in  Macon  Township;  Rich- 
ard, of  our  sketch,  and  John,  who  is  married  and 
one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Raisin  Township. 

In  1833,  Abraham  Cadmus,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  started  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in 
the  hopes  that  in  due  time  he  would  improve  his 
condition  financially.  They  made  the  journey  via 
canal  and  lake  to  Detroit  and  thence  by  ox-team  to 
Macon  Township,  this  county.  They  traveled 
laboriously  over  a  rough  road,  in  many  places 
scarcely  marked  out  of  the  heavy  timber.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  present  day  who  journey  in  their  palace 
cars  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  discomforts  to 
which  the  early  emigrants  were  subjected,  and  the 
heroic  courage  required  in  their  undertakings.  We 
read,  however,  of  few  who  turned  back  discouraged 
at  the  prospect,  for  they  were  men  and  women  of 
undaunted  resolution  and  admitted  no  such  word 
as  ''  fail." 

The  Cadmus  family  located  on  section  32,  upon 
a  tract  of  land  which  had  scarcely  been  visited  by 
white  men,  and  upon  which  there  was  not  even  a 
path  from  the  main  thoroughfare,  wdiich  for  want 
of  a  more  snitable  name  the  settlers  dignified  as  a 
"road."  The  father  secured  eighty  acres  from  the 
Government,  and  moved  his  family  into  the  log 
house  which  had  been  erected  for  their  accommo- 
dation. They  made  themselves  as  comfortable  as 
possible  and  formed  their  plans  for  the  future,  whicii 
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were  destined,  however,  to  grievous  disappointment 
l)y  the  death  of  the  father  a  few  months  later,  which 
occurred  under  the  most  distressing  circumstances. 
He  had  occasion  to  visit  Tecumseh,  and  during  his 
absence  the  weather  turned  extremely  cold.  Upon 
his  return  he  became  so  chilled  and  benumbed  that 
he  was  unable  to  reach  home,  and  froze  to  death 
within  a  half  mile  of  those  who,  had  they  known 
his  condition,  could  quickly  have  rescued  him. 

The  widoAved  mother,  after  this  calamity,  kept 
her  children  together  and  provided  for  them  as  well 
as  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  they  in 
turn  assisted  her  in  supiilying  their  common  wants. 
She  w^as  subsequently  married  to  Simeon  Davidson, 
whom  she  survived  a  few  years,  and  spent  her  last 
days  with  her  daughter  in  Clinton  County,  her 
death  occurring  after  she  was  seventy  years  of  age. 
A  few  years  after  the  arrival  of  Abraham  Cadmus 
in  this  county,  his  father,  Richard  Cadmus,  with  his 
wife,  also  journeyed  to  Michigan,  where  they  spent 
the  last  years  of  their  lives  in  Macon  Township, 
dying  at  a  ripe  old  age. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  mother  until  reach- 
ing his  majority,  and  then  received  as  his  portion  of 
the  estate  forty  acres  of  the  old  homestead,  upon 
which  he  put  up  a  house  and  began  to  make  other 
improvements  necessary  to  a  complete  home.  He 
subsequently  added  to  his  landed  area,  and  has  now 
15()  acres  under  good  cultivation  and  with  suitable 
buildings.  He  was  married  in  Ridgeway  Township, 
Aug.  12,  1845,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Asa 
and  Lydia  Russell,  who  came  to  this  county  in  1834. 
The  father  spent  his  last  years  in  Raisin  Township; 
the  mother  is  still  living,  being  now  eighty-six 
years  of  age,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
Asa,  of  Macon  Township. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cadmus  was  born  in  Plainfield, 
N.  H.,  Aug.  15,  1824,  and  came  with  her  father  to 
Michigan  when  a  child  ten  years  of  age.  She  was 
the  eldest  of  the  family  and  the  offspring  of  Chris- 
tian parents  who  reared  their  sons  and  daughters  to 
those  principles  which  rendered  them  desirable  and 
valued  members  of  society.  Mrs.  C.  continued 
under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage  with  our 
subject,  and  by  this  union  became  the  mother  of 
three  children,  two  now  living.  The  mother  died 
on  the  26th  of  March,  1875,  at  her  home  in  Macon 
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Township.  The  eldest  son,  Wallace  P.,  is  operat- 
ing the  homestead ;  he  married  Miss  Mary  Haight, 
a  native  of  Canisteo,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  came 
with  her  parents  to  Michigan,  where  they  located  in 
Ridgeway  Township.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Polly  Green,  died  in  Cass  County  ;  the 
father,  Stephen  P.  Haight,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  is 
still  living  and  a  resident  of  Ridgeway  Township, 
AVallace  P.  and  his  wife  Mary  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  a  son,  Herbert  R.,  and  are  living  in  Ma- 
con Township.  The  deceased  daughter,  Hannah 
A.  Cadmus,  became  the  wife  of  G.  P.  Waring,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; Mr.  Waring  subsequently  married  Helen  A. 
Cadmus. 

Our  subject  and  wife  were  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Cadmus 
is  Class-Leader  and  Trustee.  Politically,  he  and 
his  son  vote  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  The 
homestead  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  well  ap- 
pointed in  the  township,  and  indicates  on  all  sides 
the  hand  of  taste  and  the  exercise  of  good  judgment 
in  its  operations.  Mr.  Cadmus  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  his  township,  and  his  opinions 
are  held  in  universal  respect. 


\fl  OHN  CAIN  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
Fairfield  Township,  who  has  won  prosperity 
solely  by  the  exercise  of  an  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance.  He  was  born 
April  2,  1819,  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
the  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Cain.  Our  subject 
was  a  lad  of  more  than  usual  pluck  and  energy,  and 
at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  spiritedly  determined 
to  go  out  into  the  world  to  see  life  for  himself,  and 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  great  West.  Accordingly 
he  turned  toward  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  though 
he  had  only  money  enough  to  pay  his  fare  half  of 
the  way.  He  was  obliged  to  perform  the  rest  of 
his  journey  on  foot,  working  his  way  along,  and  a 
whole  year  was  thus  consumed  in  this  eventful  jour- 
ney. At  length,  weary  and  footsore,  with  his  pack 
on  his  back,  he  entered  the  town  of  Adrian,  which 


^^»"- 


S^««^«« 


must  have  been  a  small,  struggling  village  with  but 
few  inhabitants,  presenting  a  very  diffei-ent  appear- 
ance from  the  thriving  city  of  to-day  of  over  8,000 
inhabitants,  with  its  large  business  blocks,  numer- 
ous manufacturing  interests,  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, and  the  multitudinous  things  that  go  to  make 
up  a  prosperous  and  busy  city.  The  night  of  his 
arrival  in  that  town  he  spent  in  French's  tavern, 
and  after  paying  his  bill  in  the  morning  he  had  but 
fifteen  cents  left.  With  this  small  sum  in  his 
pocket,  he  sturdily  trudged  on  to  Rollin,a  distance 
of  eighteen  miles,  and  was  obliged  to  go  without 
his  dinner  as  he  had  not  money  enough  to  pay  for 
it.  That  night  he  staid  at  the  house  of  Orson 
Green.  He  soon  procured  work  in  Roll  in,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  he  had  enough  mone}^  saved  to 
enable  him  to  take  up  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of 
good  land.  But  he  continued  to  work  out  three 
years  longer,  and  then  settled  on  his  ovvn  land  in 
the  midst  of  a  dense  forest,  which  then  covered  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  county. 

Then  commenced  for  Mr.  Cain  those  years  of  un- 
remitting toil  which  only  the  early  settlers  of  a 
countr}^  can  know,  who  have  forests  to  fell,  stumps 
to  uproot,  and  sometimes  swamps  to  drain,  before 
the  soil  is  even  fit  for  the  plow,  and  he  must  be 
possessed  of  splendid  courage,  great  power  of  en- 
durance, and  must  not  be  lacking  in  patience,  who 
would  accomplish  this  herculean  task.  Our  subject 
lacked  none  of  these  essentials  of  success.  He  af- 
terward traded  the  land  he  had  taken  up  for  an- 
other eighty  acres  on  section  16  of  tlie  same  town- 
ship. After  living  in  Rollin  ten  years,  he  exchanged 
his  land  tliere,  twenty  acres  of  which  he  had  cleared, 
for  eighty  acres  on  section  19  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, which  forms  a  part  of  his  present  farm.  This 
he  cleared  with  his  own  hands,  and  prepared  it  for 
culture.  He  has  since  added  fifty  acres,  and  now 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  130  acres,  100  of  which  is 
highly  improved,  and  on  whicli  he  has  erected  a 
fine  lot  of  buildings,  which  are  convenient  and  com- 
modious. He  may  well  think  with  pride  of  the  suc- 
cess he  has  achieved  since  starting  out  a  mere  boy 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  w^orld,  his  only  capital 
consisting  of  a  stout  heart,  strong  hands  and  a 
steady  brain.  His  success  in  life  shows  what  cour- 
age, perseverance,  and  honest  purpose  will  accom- 


i 


n 


•►Hi--* 


t 


«#^ 


nu 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


plish,  and  his  is  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed 
by  the  youth  of  the  present  generation. 

Mr.  Cain  has  been  married  three  times,  his  first 
marriage  taking  place  in  Rollin  Township,  with 
Sophia  Marlott,  in  November,  1842.  She  was  born 
in  1823,  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Marlott.  She  bore  Mr.  Cain  two 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Charles, 
the  surviving  child,  was  born  in  Fairfield  Township, 
and  still  resides  here,  where  he  has  married  Mar- 
garet Stnck,  and  has  one  son,  John.  Mrs.  Cain 
died  in  Fairfield  Township,  about  1857,  aged  thir- 
ty-four years.  Mr.  Cain's  second  marriage  oc- 
curred in  1858,  in  Fairfield  Township,  with  Miss 
Ann  Scoville,  who  bore  him  one  child,  who  died 
in  infancy;  the  mother  died  in  1859.  Mr.  Cain 
was  again  married  in  Fairfield  Township,  to  Miss 
Patience  Spragne,  June  17,  1860.  She  was  born  in 
Schuyler  County,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1844,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Amasa  and  Mary  Sprague.  She  came 
to  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  in  1847,  and  in  1860 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  where  she  was  married 
to  onr  subject. 

Mr.  Cain  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  advancement  of  the  town,  and  in  his 
administration  of  several  minor  ofiaces  to  which  he 
has  been  elected  by  his  iellow-townsmen,  he  has 
done  all  in  his  power  to  further  the  cause  of  good 
government,  and  to  insure  the  prosperity  of  the 
town. 


EBENEZER  FLSK.     The  name  of  this  gentle- 
tleman    is    widely    and     favorably    known 
^^ /  throughout  this  county,  as  he  was  one  of  its 

early  settlers,  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in 
assisting  to  bring  it  to  its  present  importance.  He 
was  endowed  by  nature  with  those  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  which  naturally  inclined  him  to  liberality 
and  benevolence,  and  has  never  been  backward  in 
contributing  of  his  time  and  means  to  the  projects 
set  on  foot  for  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
this  section  of  country.  He  was  brought  up  a  Con- 
ofreofationalist,  and  rendered  material  assistance  in 
erecting  the  church  of  this  denomination  in  West 
Adrian,  and  since  that  time  has  })een  active  in  keep- 
ing the  society  together,  and  raising   the   nece>sary 
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nieans  to  sustain  it.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  in  business  has  been  uniformly  suc- 
cessful. 

Mr.  Fisk  is  a  New  Englander  b}^  birth,  having 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  Aug.  28,  1815.  His  father  and  his  grand- 
father were  both  named  Ebenezer,  and  both  were 
natives  of  the  same  county  as  our  subject.  The  lat- 
ter has  had  in  his  possession  since  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years,  a  cane  which  was  then  300  years  old,  and 
which,  as  may  be  supposed,  is  held  as  a  priceless 
relic  of  the  past.  Ebenezer,  the  third,  like  his 
father  and  grandsire,  was  bred  to  farm  pursuits. 
Both  his  father  and  grandfather  learned  the  coop- 
er's trade,  and  his  grandfather  spent  his  last  years 
in  Franklin  County,  where  his  death  took  place  at 
the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  He  had  survived  his 
excellent  wife  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The  latter, 
before  her  marriage,  was  a  Miss  Barnard,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Franklin  County,  Mass.  The  great  mission- 
ary laborer,  Miss  Fidelia  Fisk,  was  a  cousin  of  our 
subject,  and  pursued  her  pious  labors  until  her 
death,  July  26,  1864,  when  she  was  forty-eiglit  years 
of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  married,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five.  Miss  Hannah  Terrell,  who  was  born  in 
Abington,  Mass.,  and  was  of  New  England  parent- 
age. They  settled  upon  a  farm  near  the  old  Fisk 
homestead  in  Franklin  County,  where  they  remained 
until  1822.  Mr.  Fisk  then  purchased  200  acres  of 
land  in  the  same  county,  and  there  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days,  dying  in  1 847,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years,  and  leaving  a  large  property  for  those  days. 
The  mother  continued  at  the  homestead,  remaining 
a  widow  until  her  death,  and  living  to  l)e  eighty- 
two  years  of  age.  The  parental  household  included 
nine  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of 
these  four  are  living  besides  our  subject,  and  re- 
corded as  follows:  Daniel,  the  eldest,  is  a  minister  of 
tlie  Congregational  Church  at  Newburyport,  Mass. ; 
Isaac  lives  on  the  homestead;  Frank,  Mrs.  Mather, 
lives  in  Painesville,  Ohio;  Charlotte,  Mrs.  Slate,  in 
Massachusetts. 

Our  subject  contiiuied  athome  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  receiving  a  limited  education,  and 
working  on  the  farm  and  in  a  sawmill  until  the  fall 
of  183<s.     Then,  determining  to  c-ome   to  the  West 
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and  grow  up  with  the  country,  he  made  the  journey 
mostly  overland,  after  leaving  the  Lakes,  and  after 
reaching  Michigan,  only  remained  twenty-four 
hours,  going  back  the  next  day  to  Toledo.  In  the 
fall  of  1839,  he  returned  and  located  on  property 
which  his  brother  had  secured  two  years  previously, 
but  after  a  ^^ear's  residence  here  returned  to  Massa- 
chusetts and  remained  until  1 841 .  He  had  not,  how- 
ever, given  up  his  western  speculation,  and  return- 
ing, again  purchased  the  property  which  he  had  be- 
fore occupied,  upon  which  was  only  a  log  house. 
Upon  his  marriage,  Nov.  18,  1841,  he  and  his  . 
bride  took  possession  of  their  humble  residence,  and 
proceeded  to  establish  a  home.  In  1842  Mr.  Fisk 
erected  a  modest  frame  building,  which  sufficed 
until  1870,  when  the  present  modern  and  comfort- 
able dwelling  was  erected. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Smead,  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Anna  Smead, 
who  came  to  this  county  in  1834  while  Michigan 
was  a  Territory,  making  the  long  journej^  from  their 
birthplace,  Shelburne,  Mass.  Mr.  Smead  came  of  a 
fnmih^of  farmers,  and  in  common  with  his  brother 
pioneers  vigorously  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
tlie  soil.  He  and  his  estimable  wife,  as  the  result 
of  temperate  habits  and  good  morals,  lived  to  an 
advanced  age,  Mr.  Smead  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven,  and  his  wife  when  ninety-four  years  old. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  January,  1817.  She  was  married  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  and  became  the  mother  of  five 
children:  The  eldest  son,  liufus  H.,  was  born  Aug. 
17,  1844,  married  Miss  Eliza  Cordelia  Harder,  of 
New  York,  and  has  three  children ;  he  is  carrying 
on  farming  in  Adrian  Township.  Ebenezer  was 
born  in  1846,  and  died  in  1849;  Edward  P.  was 
born  Nov.  15,  1848,  married  Miss  Frances  P., 
daughter  of  Abraham  Poucher,  of  Seneca,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Anna  Laura,  now  three 
years  of  age;  this  son  remains  on  the  homestead. 
Herman  S.  was  born  Aug.  3,  1853,  and  is  a  car- 
penter and  joiner;  Anna  E.  was  born  Sept.  19, 1856, 
and  is  the  w  ife  of  Clarence  Frost,  of  Adrian. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of  deep  piety, 
and  w^as  particularly  active  in  church  and  Sunday- 
school  work.     Indeed  this  seems  to  have  been   a 


characteristic  of  the  Fisk  family.  Rev.  Pliny  -Fisk, 
an  uncle  of  our  subject,  was  a  missionary  to  Smyrna, 
and  a  brother  has  been  in  the  ministry  for  the  last 
forty  years.  He  has  attempted  to  withdraw,  but 
his  congregation  would  not  accept  his  resignation. 


^>  S.  APPLEGATE,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  daily  and  weekly  Times  and  Expositor^ 
of  Adrian,  was  born  in  England,  June  8, 
1 838,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents 
when  he  was  eleven  years  old.  They  landed  in 
New  York,  Jan.  2,  1849,  and  in  the  summer  of  that 
year  moved  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  our  subject  at- 
tended the  public  schools.  When  the  School  Trus- 
tees of  Utica  organized  a  free  academy  he  was  one 
of  the  first  draft  of  scholars  selected.  Soon  after- 
ward his  parents  removed  to  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  that 
ended  his  attendance  at  school.  Since  then  he  has 
pursued  his  studies  in  that  broader  field,  the  print- 
ing-office. 

In  June,  1855,  young  Applegate  entered  the  office 
of  the  Rome  Dally  Sentinel^  and  served  a  four  years' 
apprenticeship,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  went 
to  New  York,  and  worked  at  the  case,  doing  an 
occasional  job  at  reporting.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  President  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  I860.  The 
work  on  whicli  he  was  engaged  in  New  York  was 
interrupted  by  the  riots  of  1863,  and  he  went  to 
his  home  in  Rome.  While  there,  learning  that  the 
Adrian  WaicJi  Tower  was  for  sale,  he  visited  the 
city,  pui'chased  an  interest  in  the  paper,  and  took 
editorial  charge  of  it  in  the  last  week  in  October, 
1863.  In  September,  1865,  Gen.  IIun)phrey  having 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  Watch  Tower,  that 
paper  was  superseded  b}'  the  Times,  the  first  num- 
ber of  which  made  its  appearance  Sept.  11,  1865. 
A  consolidation  \vas  effected  Jan.  1,  1867,  with  the 
Expositor,  and  the  publication  has  since  been  carried 
on  under  the  name  of  the  Times  and  Expositor,  and 
the  Watch  Tower  suspended  publication.  Mr.  Ap- 
plegate has  continued  his  editorial  connection  since 
he  first  assumed  it. 

Mr.  Applegate  has  never  aspired  to  the  holding 
of  any  public  office.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the    Republican    State    C-entral    Couunittee,    when 
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Zachariah'  Chandler    was    Chairman,   and   was  ap- 
pointed  by  him  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  that  body.     When  James  McMillan  was 
chosen  Chairman  of  that  committee,  Mr.  Applegate 
was    also  a    member,    and   was  again  appointed   a 
member  of   the  Executive   C^ommittee,  which  posi-   : 
tion  he  holds  at  this  writing  (November,    1887). 
He  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Croswell,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  locate  and  estabbsh 
a  State  school  for  the  blind.     When  that  board  had    1 
concluded  its   labors,  he  was  appointed    by  Gov. 
Alger,  a  Trustee  of  the  instit  tion   for  a  term  ot    . 
six^'years,  which  position  he  now  holds.     On  the  1st 
of  July,  1886,  Mr.  Applegate  purchased  his  partner's    ; 
interest  in  the  Times  and  Expositor,  and  has  since 
been  its  sole  proprietor. 

This  paper    occupies  an  enviable   position  m  the    ^ 
annals  of    Michigan   journalism,  and   as   an  expo- 
nent of  political  thought  and  policy,  stands  among 
the  foremost  of  the  Republican  papers  in  the  State^    | 
Its  pacres  are  clean  and  its  arguments  dignified  and    | 
convincing,  while  it  wields  an  influence  within   the 
region  of  its  circulation   second  to  none.     Mr.  Ap- 
plegate, its  proprietor,  deserves  credit  for  the  emi- 
nent position  in  which  he  has  placed  the  paper. 

-^^  TEPHEN  ALLEN.  This  gentleman,  late 
^^  a  resident  of  Madison  Township,  was  born 
not  far  from  the  Atlantic  coast,  in  Morris- 
town,  N.  J.,  where  he  spent  his  early  life 
up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  He  was  born  Dec. 
21,  1795,  and  in  1836  set  out  for  the  young  State 
of  Michigan,  during  its  early  settlement  and  but  a 
short  time  after  Lenawee  County  had  been  ex- 
plored. He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  eight 
children,  and  his  outfit  consisted  of  two  covered 
wagons  drawn  by  horses,  and  containiug  the  liouse- 
hold  goods  and  provisions.  They  traveled  after 
the  inlnner  of  the  emigrants  of  those  days,  camping 
and  cooking  by  the  wayside  and  sleeping  in  the 
public  houses  along  the  road,  furnishing   their  own 

bed. 

The  winter  of  1836  was  begun  at  Lodi,  Washte- 
naw County,  and  in  the  meantime  Mr.  Allen  had 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Dover  Township,  this 


county,!  where  there  was  a  log  house  and  small  barn, 
and  taking  possession  later,  he  lived  there  with  his 
family  from  Eebruary  until  June.  Then  finding  a 
more  desirable  location  in  Madison  Township,  on 
sections  4  and  9,  he  secured  possession  and  at  once 
began  the  building  up  of  a  homestead,  which  he  oc- 
cupied until  called  from  his  earthly  labors,  on  the 
9th  of  March,  1880.  The  first  purchase  of  Mr.  Al- 
len in  Madison  Township  was  320  acres,  for  which 
he  was  to  pay  115  per  acre.  He  cleared  the  entire 
tract,  and  erected  a  brick  house  and  other  sub- 
stantial buildings.  His  farming  operations  were 
conducted  with  uniform  good  judgment,  and  the 
estate  in  due  time  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Allen  was  married,  while  a  resident  of   Sen- 
eca County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss   Deborah    Sutton,  who 
was  born  Oct.  27,  1796,  and   was  the    daughter  of 
Benjamin    and  Mary    Sutton,  of   Scotch- Irish  de- 
scent and  natives  of  New  Jersey,  whence  they  re- 
moved,   after  their    marriage,  to    Seneca    County, 
"during   its   early    settlement.     The    nine   children 
born  to  Stephen  and  Deborah  Allen  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Benjamin   S   is    married,  and    farming  in 
Madison  Township;  Mary  is  the  wife   of  Elihu  B. 
Fond,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. ;  Esther  was   first  mar- 
ried to  C.  D.  Y.  Alexander,  who  died   in  Madison 
Township  in  1860,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  James 
'   A.  Bayless,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Silas  L.   is  farm- 
I    ing  in  Hudson  Township;  John  W.  is  farming  on 
I   section  9,  in  Madison  Township;  Gilbert   T.   died 
July  20,  1858,  when   twenty -seven  years    of  age; 
Louisa  C.  married  James  Bayless,  and    crossed  the 
Mississippi  into  Missouri,  where  she  resided  a   few 
years  and  where  her  death  took  place  in  1874 ;  Lewis 
T.  died  in  infancy  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. ;  FhcBbe 
M.     died    at    the   parental  homestead    in  Madison 
Township  in  February,  1854,  when    an  interesting 
maiden  of  seventeen  years.     The  wife   and   mother 
departed  this  life  at  the  homestead,  April   6,   1877. 
She  was  a  true  type  of  a  pioneer  matron,  and   was 
in  all  respects  the  suitable  comi)anion   of  her   hus- 
l)and,  enduring  bravely  with  him   the   early  strug- 
gles and  the^toils  incident  to  building  up  a  home  in 
a  new  country. 

Mr.  Allen  served  as  Justice  of   the  Feace    for  a 
number  of  yw^  ^nd  fo)'  sc^veral  years  was    (Jounty 
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Superintendent  of  the  Pooi".  He  possessed  those 
peculiar  ideas  of  human  liberty  which  set  him  in 
bitter  opposition  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  which 
he  fought  with  his  voice  and  his  influence  as  long 
as  there  was  any  necessity  for  battling  against  this 
monstrous  wrong.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  State 
Convention  that  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  in  Jackson  County,  in  1856,  and 
is  credited  with  the  honor  of  having  given  the  name 
to  the  organization.  He  was  liberal  and  public- 
spirited,  and  often  contributed  to  the  wants  of  the 
poor  and  needy  from  his  own  private  purse.  It 
was  of  ten  remarked  that  the  unfortunate  were  never 
turned  empty-handed  from  his  door.  Of  such  a 
record  as  this  his  children  may  well  be  proud.  His 
descendants  years  hence,  when  they  peruse  this  im- 
perfect record  of  his  life,  will  point  with  pride  to 
one  whose  name  is  held  in  affectionate  remem- 
.  brance  throughout  Lenawee  Count}^ 

\f^SAAC  N.  PILBEAM  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
and  well-known  farmers  of  Ridgeway  Town- 
/li  ship,  residing  on  section  17,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  1867,  which  he  has  since  owned 
and  cultivated.  He  has  eighty  acres  of  fine  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  well  stocked  with 
good  farm  animals,  and  supplied  with  a  comfort- 
able residence  and  commodious  out-buildings. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Joseph  Pilbeani, 
who  was  born  in  Kent  County,  England,  and  came 
a\  me  to  the  United  States  when  eighteen  years  of 
a^e.  He  landed  in  New  York,  and  after  living  in 
th'it  State  for  a  short  time  emigrated  to  Michigan, 
locating  in  Tecumseh.  He  did  not  remain  there 
long,  however,  but  removed  to  Ridgeway  Town- 
ship, and  after  living  for  a  year  with  a  Mr.  Lam- 
bertson,  who  was  the  first  settler  in  the  township, 
entered  a  tract  of  timber  land  on  section  9,  where 
he  proceeded  to  laboriously  clear  a  farm,  and 
whe  e  he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1862.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Sarah  Bolton,  who  became  the  mother 
of  six  children,  and  then  departed  this  life.  After- 
ward Mr.  Pilbeam  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bodkin, 
formerly  Frampton,   who  was  a  native  of  England, 


whence  she  came  to  the  United  States  alone  when  a 
young  woman.  She  is  still  living  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Margaret  Caswell,  of  Milan  Township, 
Monroe  Co.,  Mich.,  at  a  good  old  age.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Pilbeam  she  became  the  mother  of 
five  children,   of  whom   our  subject  was  the  eldest. 

Isaac  N.  Pilbeam  was  born  Feb.  8,  1846,  and 
spent  his  early  life  under  the  home  roof,  assisting  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm  and  attending  the  neigh- 
boring school  as  opportunity  offered.  Sept.  1, 
1864,  he  enlisted  as  a  landsman  in  the  United  States 
Navy  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and  joined  the 
forces  at  Cairo,  111.  He  went  to  the  front  and  was 
engaged  in  guard  duty  at  various  ports  along  the 
river.  The  only  injury  he  received  in  the  service 
was  the  impairment  of  his  health  by  the  various 
hardships  and  exposures  of  army  life.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  and 
upon  returning  home  began  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count. 

Feeling  now  settled  in  life  Mr.  Pilbeam  deemed  it 
time  to  select  a  partner,  and  was  accordingly 
married  in  Clinton  County,  Mich.,  in  1867,  to  Miss 
Arietta  Holden,  who  is  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
and  came  when  a  young  woman  with  her  parents  to 
Michigan.  Her  father,  Samuel  Holden,  still  lives 
in  Tecumseh;  her  mother  died  in  Blissfield,  Mich. 
Our  subject's  household  contains  five  children — 
Chester,  Lavinia,  Gertrude,  Irene  and  Sylva.  In 
politics  Mr.  Pilbeam  is  a  Republican.  He  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  reliable  men  of  the  township, 
and  is  a  progressive    and   successful  agriculturist. 
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^  08EPH  S.  KIES,  prominently  connected  with 
the  Clinton  Woolen  Mills,  is  one  of  the  old- 
est settlers  of  the  township,  and  is  at  present 
^^'  representing  this  industry  in  the  various 
States  adjacent,  a  position  for  which  he  is  eminently 
qualified  by  his  general  knowledge  of  men  and 
things,  and  his  naturally  fine  business  capacities. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  since  the 
spring  of  1829,  when  his  parents  made  the  long- 
journey  from  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  to  seek  their 
fortunes  in  the  western  country. 

Our  subject  was  born  July   13,  1820,  in  Cayuga 
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County,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State. 
The  joiirne}^  was  made  via  canal  from  Buffalo,  and 
thence  they  started  by  the  lake  steamer  *'  William 
Penn  "  to  Detroit.  This  boat  was  commanded  by 
Capt.  Hoyt,  an  old  friend  of  Alpheus  Kies,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  and  after  they  had  been  ont 
two  days  it  became  disabled  and  they  were  obliged 
to  put  in  at  Dunkirk.  From  there  they  took  the 
steamer  '^  Enterprise,"  and  arriying  in  Detroit  six 
days  later  secured  a  team,  and  loading  their  effects 
upon  a  lumber  wagon  they  and  the  goods  were  by 
this  means  conveyed  to  their  destination.  Their 
route  was  scarcely  marked  by  a  wagon  track,  and 
in  some  places  almost  impassable.  Upon  their  ar- 
rival within  the  limits  of  Clinton  Township  they 
found  there  one  building,  a  "shanty,"  near  the  site 
of  the  present  town  and  standing  in  the  woods 
between  what  is  now  Clinton  and  Saline.  Alpheus 
Kies  took  up  a  tract  of  Government  land,  240  acres 
in  extent,  lying  on  sections  4  and  5,  Clinton  Town- 
ship, and  embracing  the  greater  part  of  the  present 
corporation  of  Clinton  Village.  Mr.  Kies  donated 
from  this  a  lot  of  one  acre  each  to  a  carpenter  and 
a  blacksmith,  to  encourage  them  in  establishing 
their  business.  This  was  in  keeping  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  man  all  the  way  through;  he  took  a 
heart-felt  interest  in  the  progress  and  development 
of  his  adopted  county,  and  employed  the  best  means 
in  his  power  to  assist  in  bringing  about  this  result. 
The  place  upon  which  the  village  of  Clinton  now 
stands  was  then  known  as  Oak  Plains.  Here  the 
elder  Kies  put  up  the  first  house,  and  there  was  but 
one  building  within  forty  miles  on  what  is  now 
the  Chicago  Turnpike.  The  log  house  which  Mr. 
K.  put  up  for  the  use  of  his  family  in  time  became 
the  stopping-place  for  many  a  traveler  through  that 
section.  As  time  passed  on  he  began  dealing  in 
real  estate,  and  was  permitted  to  behold  the  trans- 
formation of  the  wilderness  into  smiling  farms  and 
valuable  homesteads.  Mr.  Kies  named  the  town  of 
Clinton  in  honor  of  DeWitt  Clinton,  an  early  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York  State,  and  at  one  time  a  candi- 
date for  Vice  President  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
which  Mr.  Kies  uniformly  voted.  The  death  of 
this  early  pioneer  and  thoroughly  good  man  took 
place  at  the  homestead  of  his  son  eJoseph,  after 
many  years*  labor,  in  October,  1864. 


The  subject  of  our  sketch  spent  his  early  years 
under  the  home  roof,  and  after  starting  out  for 
himself  engaged  in  farming  for  a  time,  and  also 
carried  on  a  nursery  for  some  yearsi  He  early  gave 
evidence  that  he  had  inherited  the  capabilities  of 
his  honored  father,  was  wide-awake,  ambitious,  and 
never  idle.  He  became  the  owner  of  considerable 
real  estate  and  was  foremost  in  the  organization  of 
the  industry  with  which  he  is  at  present  connected. 
This  enterprise  was  inaugurated  under  many  diffi- 
culties and  discouragements,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  determined  man  at  its  head,  would  soon 
have  succumbed  to  the  pressure.  The  buildings 
were  put  up  in  1  867,  and  the  following  year  Mr. 
Kies  was  made  President  of  the  company,  and  had 
the  general  supervision  of  its  affairs  until  1886. 
The  Clinton  Woolen  Mills  are  now  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  manufactories  of  the  kind  in  Michigan, 
averaging  now  1,300  yards  per  day,  and  have  been 
kept  in  operation  since  the  wheels  were  first  put  in 
motion.  This  can  be  said  of  only  one  other  insti- 
tution of  the  kind  in  the  State,  and. speaks  well  for 
him  who  has  been  the  moving  spirit  and  kept  them 
going  when  many  a  man  would  have  been  dismayed 
at  the  prospect  and  given  up  in  discouragement. 
The  machinery  of  the  Clinton  Mills  is  of  the  most 
modern  and  improved  pattern.  The  building  is  a 
substantial  brick  structure  with  four  stories  and 
basement,  besides  its  office  adjacent.  Their  product 
is  shipped  to  many  of  the  Eastern  and  Western 
States,  and  the  company  gives  employment  to 
nearly  100  hands.  A  fire  on  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1887,  did  great  damage,  entailing  a  loss  of 
several  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Kies,  besides  his  responsible  duties  in  con- 
nection with  these  mills,  has  been  quite  prominent 
in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  besides  filling  various  other  oflfices  in  the 
township.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  politically,  and  with  his  estima- 
ble wife,  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Blue  Lodge 
No.  175,  A.  F.  (fe  A.  M.  His  residence  is  one  of 
the  attractive  features  of  the  town,  and  he  numbers 
his  friends  by  the  score  on  the  northern  line  of  Lena- 
wee County.  r 

Mr.  Kies  was  marrted  in  Clinton  Towniship,  Sept. 
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28,  1846,  to  Miss  Frances  E.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Lucretia  Parks,  natives  respectively  of  Salisbury 
and  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  early  pioneers  of  this 
county.  James  Parks  died  in  Clinton  in  1859,  and 
his  widow  survived  him  until  Nov.  9,  1883.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kies  there  were  born  five  children, 
namely:  James  A.,  who  died  in  1863;  Mary  Ida, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Samuel  Chandler,  of  Washtenaw 
County  ;  George  A.,  of  Elkhart,  Ind. ;  Kate,  the  wife 
of  Fred  Field,  editor  of  the  Tecumseh  JSfetf^s^  of  Man- 
chester, and  Willie  J.,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.  Mrs.  Kies 
was  born  in  Meadville,  Pa.,  Oct.  19,  1823,  and  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents  when  a  child  of  seven 
years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Elizabeth 
Lazell,  of  the  old  town  of  Sempronius,  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  who  were  the  parents  of  six  children.  She 
was  born  in  Ashfield,  N.  11.,  Oct.  16,  1790,  and  died 
in  Clinton,  Dec.  20,  1877.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject had  two  brothers  who  were  in  the  Frencdi  and 
Indian  War,  in  which  the  elder  was  killed ;  another 
died  of  smallpox.  Joseph  P.,  Sr.,  also  enlisted, 
subsequently  serving  under  Gen.  Montgomery,  and 
was  at  the  siege  of  Quebec.  One  of  the  brothers 
had  a  very  nice  powder  horn  which  has  been  pre- 
served now  nearly  100  years,  and  is  in  possession 
of  our  subject,  being  prized  by  him  as  a  memento 
of  the  old  Colonial  days,  and  the  great  struggle  for 
liberty  and  nationality  in  which  his  ancestors  took 
l)art. 
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ELCOME  V.  FISK,  a  pioneer  farmer  now 
residing  in  quiet  retirement  at  his  palatijd 
home  in  Clinton,  where  he  has  lived  for 
nearly  sixty  3^ears,  came  here  with  his  father  May 
24,  1830.  He  was  born  in  York  Township,  Liv- 
ingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  29th  of  June,  1823. 

The  parents  of  our  subject' were  Benjamin  B.  and 
Lydia  (Aldrich)  Fisk,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
of  New  England  parentage.  Benjamin  Fisk  was 
reared  in  his  native  county  and  there  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith.  They  were  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1816,  and  after  the  birth  of  two  children, 
Cyrus  B.  and  Leander,  they  removed  to  the  town- 
ship of   York,    Livingston  Co.,   N.    Y.,    where  the 


fathei"  followed  his  trade  for  sometime,  during  which 
three  more  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Welcome  V.,  Horace  and  Gen.  Clinton  B.  In  1830 
the  family  came  across  the  Lake  in  the  ''  Peacock," 
which  had  a  very  stormy  voyage,  landing  in  De- 
troit at  the  end  of  eight  days.  When  the  family 
arrived  in  what  is  now  the  village  of  Clinton,  the 
father  had  about  1 1.50,  and  in  order  to  secure  a  lot 
on  which  to  erect  a  shop,  the  first  in  the  place,  he 
had  to  trade  some  cloth  and  bedding,  and  had  only 
got  a  fair  start  in  life  in  this  new  country  when 
death  called  him  to  his  final  reward,  his  demise  oc- 
curring from  typhoid  fever  Sept.  28,  1832.  He 
was  an  honest  and  upright  man,  a  Universalist  in 
religion,  and  in  politics  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Democratic  part3\  He  was  the  first  of  the  early 
settlers  buried  in  this  place. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  1st 
of  April,  1796.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Fisk  she 
was  a  second  time  married,  in  1  841,  to  Deacon  Will- 
iam Smith,  of  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  who  died  in 
1844.  In  1846  she  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Rob- 
ert Powell,  with  whom  she  lived  for  about  thirty 
years,  and  survived  him  four  years,  making  her 
home  with  her  son,  Horace  A.  Fisk,  whose  family 
made  her  declining  years  quiet  and  peaceful.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  She  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section, 
nobly  discharging  the  onerous  duties  that  fell  to 
the  lot  of  those  who  braved  the  hardships  of  this 
country  at  an  early  day.  She  was  a  consistent 
Christian,  quiet  in  her  deportment  and  yet  strong 
in  the  hour  of  affliction.  The  community  honored 
her  and  Christians  reverence  her  name,  while  she 
has  left  to  her  descendants  an  example  worthy  of 
their  emulation.  Mrs.  Fisk  became  the  mother  of 
one  child  after  her  arrival  in  Clinton,  Benjamin 
W.,  who  died  young  in  1840.  The  eldest  son, 
Cyrus  B.,  died  in  1846,  three  years  after  his  mar- 
riage; his  wife  and  child  had  died  before.  Leander 
took  to  wife  Mrs.  Fannie  (Ellis)  Wilson,  and  is  a 
merchant  in  Oakland,  Cal.  He  was  for  years  con- 
nected with  the  Fargo  Express  Company.  Horace 
A.  married  Jane  Brown,  and  owns  a  good  farm  in 
Bridge  water  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  Gen. 
Clinton  B.  Fisk,  now  in  Sea  Bright,  N.  J.,  is  a  well- 
known  temperance  advocate  and  a  prospective  can- 
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didate  for  the  Presidency.  He  was  married  Feb. 
13,  1850,  in  Coldwater,  Mich.,  to  Jenetta  C.  Crip- 
pin. 

Our  subject  lost  his  father  early  in  life  and  had 
only  limited  opportunities,  earning  his  own  living 
since  ten  years  of  age.  When  a  boy  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  mason,  though  he  never  followed  it 
much,  as  his  inclinations  led  in  other  directions. 
While  in  Detroit  on  their  way  to  this  county,  he 
had  an  experience  which  nearly  proved  fatal.  While 
crossing  the  stream  near  the  landing  to  see  a  bear 
show,  he  accidentally  fell  in,  and  remained  for  some 
time  before  he  could  be  rescued.  He  was  removed 
to  the  hotel,  and  with  proper  treatment  was  with 
difficulty  resuscitated.  He  remembers  to-day  as 
distinctly  as  if  it  occurred  yesterday,  the  feeling 
experienced  by  a  drowning  man.  This  adventure 
has  been  a  constant  reminder  to  Mr.  F.  that  life  is 
uncertain.  He  was  on  another  occasion  since  com- 
ing to  Clinton  nearly  drowned  while  bathing,  since 
which  he  has  learned  the  art  of  swimming,  and 
thinks  it  a  duty  of  parents  to  teach  their  children  to 
swim.  Mr.  Fisk  was  actively  engaged  in  business 
for  forty  years  in  Clinton.  During  twelve  years 
he  was  connected  with  E.  G.  Cook,  who  is  now 
doing  business  in  Tecumseh,  and  during  this  time 
they  bought  largely  of  wool  and  all  articles  of  farm 
produce.  Prior  to  this  he  had  been  engaged  with 
his  brother,  Gen.  Clinton  B.,  for  several  years,  con- 
ducting a  general  store.  He  is  now,  in  company  with 
an  extensive  firm  of  stock-raisers,  carrying  a  ranch  of 
1,600  acres  of  land  in  what  is  known  as  North  Park, 
Col.  They  have  a  fine  herd  of  nearly  2,000  head 
of  cattle. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1850,  Mr.  Fisk  was  mar- 
ried in  Clinton  to  Miss  Amanda  M.  Vaughn,  a  na- 
tive of  Varysburg,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  Michigan 
with  her  mother  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  She  re- 
ceived a  good  education  and  followed  the  profes- 
sion of  a  teacher  for  some  years ;  her  death  took 
place  March  13,  1866.  She  became  the  nlother  of 
four  children,  two  of  w^hom  are  living,  Frank  and 
Grace.  Frank  married  Nellie  Meyer,  of  Newton, 
Iowa,  where  he  makes  his  home,  and  travels  for  a 
Chicago  house;  Grace  is  the  wife  of  Porter  C. 
Smith,  who  conducts  the  meat  market  in  Clinton, 
and  they  have  three  children — Eva  B.,  Leander  V. 


and  Willie  P.  The  name  of  Mr.  Fisk's  deceased 
children  were,  Leander  D.,  the  first  born,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  months,  and  a  second  son  of 
that  name  who  died  in  April,  1884.  He  had  mar- 
ried, in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Miss  Almeda  Ross,  who 
is  yet  living  in  that  State. 

Mr.  Fisk  was  a  second  time  married,  in  Clinton, 
toward  the  end  of  1866,  to  Mrs.  Mary  C.  (Felton) 
Vaughn.  She  was  born  Jan.  2,  1830,  and  came 
from  Clarence  Hollow,  near  Buffalo,  York  State. 
She  died  at  her  home  in  Clinton,  this  county,  June 
18,  1887.  By  her  former  marriage  she  had  two 
daughters — Mary  E.  and  Eva  C.  The  former  mar- 
ried Willis  G.  Mann,  and  resides  in  Newton,  Iowa, 
where  he  owns  a  wagon  factory.  The  latter  mar- 
ried Charles  M.  Hinsdale,  also  of  Newton,  Iowa; 
Mr.  Hinsdale  travels  for  a  Chicago  furnishing 
house.  Mr.  Fisk  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Clinton,  as  was  also  his  last  wife;  he 
is  a  life-long  Democrat. 
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(|1  j^ILLIAM  TAYLOR 
\w/l  ^^^"^'  excellent  m( 
^p      mers  of  Ridgeway 


TAYLOR,  one  of  the  good  cit. 
men,  and  successful  far- 
Township,  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  whose  land  lies  on  sections  10  and  11, 
where  he  owns  seventy-one  acres,  nearly  all  of 
which  is  well  improved.  He  is  a  native  of  York- 
shire, England,  where  he  was  born  in  1820,  and 
was  the  son  of  John  Taylor,  a  farm  laborer,  who 
spent  his  entire  life  in  that  county,  where  he  died 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety -six  years.  He  mar- 
ried Ann  Harrison,  also  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
where  she  died  at  the  age  of  fifty.  They  were  of 
pure  English  descent,  and  were  members  of  the 
Primitive  Methodist  Church.  They  were  exem- 
plary, religious  people,  and  led  moral  and  upright 
lives. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  his  native 
country,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  as  a  far- 
mer's son.  When  the  proper  time  came  for  him  to 
choose  a  wife  and  begin  the  work  of  establishing  a 
home  of  his  own,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Mary 
Todd,  also  an  English  woman,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Yorkshire.  In  due  time  they  became  the 
Darc^nts  of  three  children,  all  born  in  England.  Our 
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subject  then  becoming  dissatisfied  with  his  prospects 
at  home,  concluded  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  to  which  so  many  people  from  his  country 
were  then  emigrating.  He  accordingly  came  to  this 
country  with  his  wife  and  children,. landing  in  New 
York,  and  soon  afterward  migrated  to  the  State 
of  Michigan,  where  they  located  in  Ridgeway 
Township,  Lenawee  County,  where,  three  years 
later,  he  bought  the  property  on  which  he  now 
resides.  When  he  bought  this  land  it  Was  nearly 
all  in  its  primitive  condition  of  unbroken  prai- 
rie, but  he  at  once  set  about  preparing  it  for 
cultivation,  and  by  his  untiring  industry  in  the 
course  of  3^ears  has  made  of  it  an  excellent  farm. 
He  has  also  erected  good  farm  buildings,  equipped 
it  with  agricultural  machinery,  and  stocked  it  with 
an  excellent  class  of  cattle  and  other  farm  animals. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Robert  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Lister,  and  Faith  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Loebster;  they  reside  in  Ridgeway  Town- 
ship, engaged  in  farming.  Francis  chose  for  his 
wife  Helen  Wilson,  and  they  are  also  residing  on  a 
farm  not  far  from  the  homestead ;  John  is  now  in 
Florida.  While  they  lived  in  the  old  country  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Taylor  were  members  of  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Church,  as  their  parents  were  before 
them,  while  in  politics  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  stalwart 
Democrat. 

^^EN.  WILLIAM  HUMPHREY,  one  of  the 
(II  ^^-_,  most  prominent  citizens  of  Lenawee  County, 
^^Jj  and  whose  history  will  be  [)erused  with  in- 
terest b}^  a  large  proportion  of  its  (»ld  residents  and 
intelligent  people,  was  born  June  12,  1828,  in 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  His  father,  John  Humphrey, 
Esq.,  was  a  native  of  Hopewell,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N. 
J.,  and  born  in  May,  1798.  John  Humphrey  left 
home  when  a  youth  of  seventeen,  and  going  to 
G-eneva,  N.  Y.,  commenced,  vSept.  20,  1815,  to  learn 
the  blacksmith^s  trade  of  Moses  Hall. 

In  1825  Mr.  Humphrey  married  Miss  Jane,  a 
daughter  of  Moses  Hall,  and  in  the  winter  of  1828 
he  went  to  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  established 
a  foundry  and   machine-shop,   which  he  conducted 


about  ten  years.  Then  selling  out  he,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1888,  migrated  to  Michigan,  which  had  lately 
been  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  State.  He  located 
in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  had  previously  taken 
up  a  chum  of  160  acres  of  timber  land,  and  upon 
this  he  now  located,  bringing  with  him  his  family. 
Upon  this  land  was  a  rudely  constructed  shanty, 
built  of  split  logs,  and  exactl}^  one  rod  square, 
which,  with  tlie  five  acres  that  had  been  broken, 
constituted  tlie  improvements.  John  Humphrey 
[Hit  the  shanty  in  repair  and  made  it  as  comfortable 
J18  possible  for  his  family,  and  they  occupied  it 
three  or  four  years.  He  then  put  up  a  large  log 
cabin,  which  at  that  time  was  considered  quite  a 
l)retentious  structure,  and  in  which  the  father  dwelt 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed  away  on  the 
1 6th  of  October,  1 870,  being  over  seventy-two  years 
of  age. 

John  Humphrey  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter, and  became  prominent  in  township  and  county 
affairs.  He  kept  himself  well  posted  upon  matters 
of  general  interest,  and  besides  holding  various 
local  offices,  was  in  1845  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  The  maternal  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  John  Hall,  the  tenth  and  youngest 
child  of  Richard  Hall,  who  was  the  second  child  of 
John  Hall,  Sr.,  the  first  settler  of  Basking  Ridge,  N. 
J.,  in  the  valley  of  the  Passaic.  The  Hall  family 
was  of  English  descent,  and  these  records  are  the 
earliest  of  its  history  in  America.  Mrs.  Jane  (Hall) 
Humphrey  was  born  April  25,  1809,  and  is  now 
deceased.  Her  son  Willianl,  our  subject,  passed 
his  childhood  and  youth  after  the  manner  of  most 
farmers'  sons  of  that  day,  making  himself  useful 
about  the  homestead,  and  attending  the  district 
school  until  1848.  He  subsequently  spent  two  win- 
ters at  school  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  the  learning  he 
received  only  stimulating  him  to  desire  more,  and 
lie  afterward  attended  the  Commercial  College  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  returned 
to  IMichigan  and  became  clerk  in  a  store  at  Adrian, 
liolding  the  position  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late 
Rebellion. 

On  the  first  call  for  troops  Mr.  Humphrey  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  2d  Michigan  Infantry,  being  mus- 
tered in  as  Captain  at  Ft.  Wayne,  on  the  25th  of 
May,  1861,     He  spent  the  winter  with  his  regiment 
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at  Washington  and  in  the  following  spring,  being 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  they  marched 
to  the  front,  and  took  part  in  the  Peninsular  cam- 
paign. Capt.  Humphrey  was  in  the  battles  of 
the  2d  Infantry,  the  history  of  which  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  recall,  as  they  are  familiar  to  all  readers 
of  the  history  of  the  Rebellion.  In  1 863  he  received 
the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  the  year  following  was 
made  a  Brigadier  General  by  brevet,  and  had  com- 
mand of  a  brigade  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  faithful  to  his  duties  as  soldier  and  coinmander, 
and  is  content  that  his  record  should  remain  practi- 
cally unwritten,  like  that  of  hundreds  of  other  brave 
officers  and  men,  who  did  their  whole  dut}-  and 
expected  no  other  reward  than  the  approval  of 
their  own  consciences. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  arni}^  Gen.  Hum- 
phre}^  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Adrian  Watch 
Tower^  a  Democratic  paper,  which  he  changed  to  a 
Republican,  and  became  one  of  its  editors.  In  1866 
he  was  elected  Auditor  General  of  the  State,  and 
the  duties  of  that  office  compelled  him  to  abandon 
his  journalistic  career.  He  filled  this  position  four 
successive  terms,  and  in  1875  was  appointed  War- 
den of  the  penitentiary  at  Jackson,  occupying  this 
position  also  four  terms,  and  giving  general  satis- 
faction. Gen.  Humphrey,  in  1883,  invested  a  part 
of  his  surplus  capital  in  the  Adrian  Brick  and  Tile 
Machine  Company,  an  enterprise  which  has  been 
highly  appreciated  by  the  people  of  this  section, 
and  accordingly  yielding  handsome  proceeds. 

The  marriage  of  Gen.  William  Humphrey  and 
Miss  Mary  E.  Sinclair  was  celebrated  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  Adrian  on  the  9th  of  October,  1867. 
Mrs.  Humphrey  is  the  daughter  of  an  old  and  well- 
known  resident  of  this  county,  Daniel  D.  Sinclair,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Al- 
bum. The  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  located 
on  Winter  street,  and  in  all  its  appointments  indi- 
cates the  exercise  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample 
means.  There  is  but  one  child  in  the  household, 
Kate,  who  was  born  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  Dec.  31, 
1872,  and  is  now  an  interesting  young  lady  of  fif- 
teen years.  She  is  now  being  trained  and  educated 
in  accordance  with  her  destined  position  in  society, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  is  the  joy  of  her 
parents*  hearts. 


R.  A.  F.  TUTTLE,  late  of  Clinton,  this 
county,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  physicians  of  the  county. 
He  was  a  native  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  Aug.  9,  1827,  of  New  England 
parentage,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Clinton  or  the 
8th  of  January,  1884.  His  father,  William  J.  Tut- 
tle,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  at  the  same  time 
an  educated  man.  The  mother's  maiden  name  was 
JNIary  A.  Cleveland. 

William  J.  Tuttle  came  with  his  family  to  Michi- 
gui,  and  settled  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  well 
and  favorably  known,  and  occupied  many  positions 
of  trust,  being  a  man  of  ability'  and  integrity.  He 
and  his  wife  were  active  workers  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  that  place,  and  also  in  Clinton  after  their 
removal  here.  In  advanced  life  they  came  to  Clin- 
ton and.inade  their  home  with  their  son,  oiu'  subject, 
for  the  last  ten  years  before  their  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  ages  of  seventy-six  and  sixty 
respectively. 

Dr.  A.  F.  Tuttle  was  the  second  child  in  the  \isi- 
rental  family.  His  elder  brother.  Dr.  Henry  D.  C. 
Tuttle,  was  for  some  years  connected  with  the  regu- 
lar army  as  Assistant  Surgeon,  and  in  the  Rebellion 
as  First  Surgeon;  he  died  at  Silver  Lake,  Kan.,  in 
1883.  Our  subject  came  with  his  parents  to  Ann 
Arbor  in  his  childhood,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educited  in  the  public  schools.  When  fifteen  years 
of  age,  he  was  lequested  by  his  father  to  select  a 
profession,  and  he  chose  the  practice  of  medicine. 
He  at  once  connected  himself  with  Drs.  Sager, 
Douglas  and  Gunn,  and  was  with  them  three  years 
bef(»re  the  college  of  Ann  Arbor  was  organized. 
He  was  graduated  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  which  then 
contained  one  of  the  principal  medical  schools  of 
tlie  country,  and  also  took  a  course  of  lectures  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

After  graduating  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  our 
subject  located  in  Clinton  in  1850.  He  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  when  there  were  but  few  ad- 
vantages for  a  physician.  The  country  was  sparsely 
settled  and  many  of  the  people  were  in  debt,  while 
he  himself  was  in  poor  circumstances.  He  was  not 
easily  discouraged,  however,  and  he  proved  to  be 
very  successful  in  his  practice.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  in  Clinton,  Dr.  Tuttle  was  united  in  marriage 
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with  Miss  Lauiy  L.  Clark,  who  had  come  here 
some  time  before.  For  some  year ^  before  the  Doc- 
tor's death  they  were  members  of  tlie  Episcopal 
Churcli,  while  in  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
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HANCY  R.  FULLER,  after  a  long  and  act- 
ive  life  spent  mostly  in  agricultural  pur- 
Siiits,  is  now  Hying  comparatively  retired  in 
the  village  of  Clinton,  where  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  1885.  He  owns  forty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  is  supplied  with  first-class  buildings, 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  Lenawee  County  since 
the  spring  of  1861. 

Mr.  Fuller  when  first  pitching  his  tent  within  the 
confines  of  Clinton  Township,  engaged  first  as  an 
agent  for  the  Singer  sewing-machine,  and  subse- 
quently operated  a  planing-mill  for  several  years. 
Fie  then  repaired  to  the  city  of  Detroit  and  for 
fourteen  months  resumed  work  for  the  Singer.  He 
still  retained  a  fancy  for  thib  part  of  the  State,  and 
accordingly,  returning  here  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Clinton  Township,  upon  which  he  settled 
and  which  he  occupied  until  his  removal  to  the 
village.  Whatever  he  has  attempted  has  been  well 
done,  and  his  home  and  its  surroundings  display 
good  taste  and  industry,  while  he  has  always  been  a 
peaceable  and  la^v-abiding  citizen  and  a  valued 
member  of  the  community. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  was  Springfield, 
Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  N<>v.  15,  1834. 
He  is  the  eldest  child  of  Alvah  and  Susan  (Drury) 
Fuller,  natives  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  wliere 
they  were  reared  to  mature  years  and  whence  they 
both  removed  to  P]rie  County,  Pa.,  before  theii- 
marriage.  In  the  latter  place  their  lives  and  fort- 
unes were  united,  and  they  settled  contentedly 
down  upon  the  farm.  Tlie  father  only  lived  to  be 
middle-aged,  his  deatli  occurring  about  1  855 ;  the 
mother  is  still  living  and  a  resident  of  Edinboro, 
She  is  seventy -six  years  of  age,  and  for  a  long 
period  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
c>dist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and 
upon  reaching  manhood    was  united  in    marriage. 


July  3,  1855,  with  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Betsey  (Deck)  Fabrique,  of  French  and 
German  ancestry.  Mrs.  Fabrique  died  in  1839; 
Mr.  Fabrique  was  subsequently  married  and  [is  a 
resident  of  Clinton,  being  seventy-seven  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  Fuller  was  born  in  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  13,  1836,  and  was  the  only  child  of 
her  mother,  at  whose  death  she  was  but  three  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Fabrique  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
which  he  carried  on  in  both  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania during  his  early  manhood.  Mrs.  Fuller 
was  but  a  child  when  the  family  removed  from  the 
Empire  State,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Edinboro,  Pa.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
there  has  been  born  one  child  only,  a  daughter, 
Clara  A.,  who  resides  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  came  to  the  West  a  few 
years  after  their  marriage,  and  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  have  since  been  residents  of  this 
county.  Mr.  Fuller  is  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  deal- 
ing little  with  public  affairs,  but  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket. 


'^  ^  ATHIAS  L.  DAVIS.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a  farmer,  residing  on  section  30, 
in  Dover  Township.  His  parents  were 
Phineas  and  Elizabeth  (Lane)  Davis,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Vermont  and  New  Jersey. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Da- 
vis, was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Valley  Forge  and  other 
important  engagements.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
Mathias  Lane,  also  served  in  the  Revolution,  being 
an  officer  in  the  dragoons. 

After  their  marriage,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  in  New  York,  and  during  the  War  of  1812 
the  father  served  as  a  soldier.  They  relnained  in 
New  York  until  1829,  when  they  emigrated  to  Me- 
dina County,  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  June, 
1843.  Mrs.  Davis  remained  in  Ohio  until  1856,  at 
which  time  she  moved  to  Morenci,  Mich.,  spending 
her  remaining  years  witli  her  son  Mathias  L.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
nine  girls  and  one  boy. 

Mathias  L.,  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
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this  sketch,  was  born  in  Spencer,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio, 
May  19,  1833.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
district  school,  and  during  his  youthful  years  he  re- 
mained at  home  assisting  on  the  farm  out  of  school 
hours.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade  in  his  native  town,  and  followed 
that  occupation  there  for  a  few  years.  In  1854  he 
removed  to  Williams  County,  Ohio,  and  pursued 
the  same  occupation  until  1855,  when  in  February 
of  that  year  he  ctmie  to  Lenawee  County  and  set- 
tled in  Morenci,  where  he  carried  on  his  trade  with 
considerable  profit. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  in  Morenci,  March  23, 
1856,  to  Jane  Hause,  who  was  born  in  Greenville, 
Mercer  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  28,  1835,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Anna  (Trexler)  Hause.  Her  par- 
ents removed  from  Greenville,  Pa.,  to  Seneca 
Township,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich.,  in  1852,  where  Mr. 
Hause  died  in  1873;  Mrs.  Hause  is  still  living. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  1864,  Mr.  Davis,  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and  grand- 
fathers, became  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. He  enlisted  in  Company  F,  4th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  served  as  Sergeant  of  his  company  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  At  Murfreesboro  he  was 
stricken  down  with  the  typhoid  fever,  which  seri- 
ously impaired  his  health,  but  he  remained  with  his 
regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
Houston,  Tex.,  which  place  it  had  reached  on  its 
way  to  drive  Maximilian  out  of  Mexico.  The  ex- 
ecution of  the  Austrian  rendered  further  effort  un- 
necessary, and  Mr.  Davis  returned  to  Morenci,  and 
resumed  his  former  occupation  of  shoemaking,  en- 
gaging in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade  until  1869,  when 
he  sold  out.  He  took  this  step  partly  on  account 
of  ill-health,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  'duties 
attendant  on  his  position  as  Deputy  Sheriff,  to 
which  office  he  had  l)een  previously  appointed. 
He  continued  to  live  in  Morenci  until  the  fall  of 
1875,  when  he  removed  to  Dover  Township,  and 
settled  on  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  30,  which 
he  had  received  in  exchange  for  property  in  Mo- 
renci, and  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home, 
giving  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  six  children,  of  whom  the  record  is 
as  follows:  Alonzo  died  at  the  age  of  three  years 
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and  four  months;  Frank  married  Amanda  Deline, 
and  resides  in  Gratiot  County,  Mich.;  Cora  died  in 
1865,  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Preston  S.,  Ulysses 
S.  and  Cary  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  valued 
residents,  not  only  of  Dover  Township,  but  of 
Lenawee  County,  where  they  are  much  esteemed  for 
their  sterling  traits  of  character.  They  are  both 
conscientious  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  where  Mr.  Davis  has  performed  the  duties 
of  Steward  for  many  years. 

Politically,  Mr.  Davis  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  Avith  which  he  intelligently 
casts  his  vote.  He  held  the  office  of  Deputy  Sher- 
iff for  several  years,  while  for  three  years  he  was 
Marshal  of  Morenci,  and  has  been  Constable  besides 
lilling  other  minor  offices.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Rowley  Post  No.  258,  G.  A.  R. ;  he  also  be- 
longs to  Masonic  Lodge  No.  95,  of  Morenci,  and  is 
likewise  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  73,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  of  the  Camp. 


1  OHN  FORBES,  a  prosperous  farmer  residing 
on  his  comfortable  homestead  on  section  6, 
Dover  Township,  was  born  near  Palatine 
Church,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1808.  His  father, 
Alexander  Forbes,  was  born  in  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  that  county  spent  his  entire  life.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Betsy  Kessler,  also  a 
native  of  New  York,  whose  last  days  were  spent  in 
Cayuga  County,  that  State.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  child  of  his  parents 
in  order  of  birth,  and  grew  to  manhood  and  mar- 
ried in  his  native  county.  After  marriage  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  the  same  county  until  the  spring 
of  1835,  when  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  comprising  145  acres,  on  section 
7,  Dover  Township.  The  clearing  of  this  tract  of 
wild  land  seemed  a  formidable  attempt,  but  he  set 
to  work  with  a  brave  heart  and  willing  hands;  his 
courage  overcame  all  obstacles,  and  he  succeeded 
in  clearing  a  farm,  on  which  he  erected  good  build- 
ings, and  made  othei*  substantial  improvements.  He 
resided  on  this  farm  until  1882,  when,  having  an 
opportunity  to  sell  at  a  pecuniary  profit,  he  did  so, 
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and  afterward  bought  120  acres  of  laud  on  section 
6,  which  he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  Forbes  has  been  three  times  married.  His 
first  marriage  took  place  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  was  united  to  Angeline  Crim.  She  bore 
him  ten  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Richard  McKenzie,  of  Hud- 
son Township;  Timothy  married  Mary  E.  Jones, 
and  resides  in  Clayton ;  Daniel  married  Martha 
Brown,  and  lives  in  Dundee,  Mich.;  Alvira  is  the 
wife  of  AYilliam  W.  Herron,  of  Ohio;  Polly  is  the 
wife  of  Eugene  Terwilliger,  of  AYexford,  Mich.; 
Angeline  died  when  about  twenty  years  of  age; 
Mary  J.  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Ruloff,  and  died  in 
Hudson  Township;  William  J.  was  a  member  of 
the  1  Ith  Heavy  Artillery  of  Michigan,  and  died  of 
typhoid  fever  at  Vicksburg;  John  W.  died  when 
about  six  years  old ;  John  E.  married  Celia  Darb}', 
and  resides  in  Hudson,  Mich.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  in  Dover  Township.  July  16,  1867, 
Mr.  Forbes'  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Mary  Perkins, 
widow^  of  John  T.  Perkins,  and  she  died  in  Hudson 
Township.  Mr.  F.  again  married,  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cerrow,  a  native  of  New  Ro- 
chelle,  N.  Y.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Deborah  (Ireland)  Letferts,  and  widow  of  Ransom 
Cerrow,  who  died  in  186G. 

During  his  residence  here  of  over  half  a  century 
Mr.  Forbes  has  witnessed  the  wonderful  growth  of 
this  township  from  a  mere  settlement  in  the  wilder- 
ness to  its  present  condition.  He  should  be  held 
in  the  highest  respect  and  veneration  as  one  of  the 
very  few  brave  pioneers  of  the  township  in  its  in- 
fancy still  left  among  us.  He  is  a  valued  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  while  in  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican. 


\I/  ENRY  P.  DOWNS  is  a  pronn'nent  and  re- 
spected resident  of  Clinton,  this  count}, 
where  he  has  resided  since  May,  1831,  with 
^1  the  exception  of  one  or  two  years  spent  at 
Pike's  Peak,  Col.,  about  thirty  years  ago.  Coming 
thus  early  to  this  part  of  the  country  he  has  wit- 
nessed, and  after  he  I'eached  a  suitable  age,  assisted 
in  bringing  about  those  improvements  which  place 


Lenawee  County  among  the  foremost  of  the  State. 
Mr.  13owns  was  born  on  the  Holland    Purchase, 
in    Ripley  Township,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov. 
1,    1821).     His    father,    Reuben,    was    a    native    of 
Dutchess  County,  that  State,  and  there  grew  up  to 
boyhood,  when  he  was  deprived  by  death  of   the 
care  of  an  indulgent  father,  and    was  fostered  by  a 
man  in  Oneida  County.     The   treatment    he   here 
I'cceived   from  his  foster-father   was  such  that  the 
township  authorities  had    him    removed    from    his 
tyrannical  master.     He  then  learned  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  was 
mnrried  in  the  township  of  Augusta,  Oneida  Coun- 
ty, to  Miss  Sophronia  Wakely,  a  native  of  Benning- 
ton County,  Vt.,  who  went  to  Oneida  County  when 
a  child.     After  their  marriage,  the   parents  of  our 
subject  went  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  then  to  the 
Holland   Purchase,  where    Mr.  Downs  engaged  for 
sometime  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  at  agriculture. 
He  soon  sold  out,  and  in  June,  1831,  came  to  Michi- 
gan and    secured  a   tract   of   Government  land  in 
Bridge  water     Township,    Washtenaw     County,    of 
which  county  he  soon  after  became  Deputy  Sheriff, 
and  held  the  olTice  until  his  death,  four  years  later. 
It  was  he  who  organized  the  Baptist  Church  at  Clin- 
ton, by  getting  together  some  six  or  seven   Chris- 
tians, and  meeting  in  a  log  tavern  in  what  is   now 
Clinton.     He  was  not  only-  a  charter  member,  but 
also  first    Clerk  and    J3eacon  of   the   church.      He 
secured  the  first  minister  to   preach  the  (iospel   to 
them,   his    warm    friend,  old    Elder    Powell.     Mr. 
Downs  died  one  of  the  happiest  of   Christians,  as 
was  evinced   by  his  faith  and    resignation    on    his 
death  bed.     The  widow  of  Mr.  Downs  was  again 
married,  to  a  Mr.  Ward,  and  later  she  became   the 
wife  of  diaries  Morgan,  and  died  in  Macon  Town- 
ship at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  member  of  a  fam- 
ily of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Mary  E.  became  the  wife  of  Sanuiel  St.  John,  and 
is  now  a  widow  living  in  Jaclvson  County,  this 
State,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Our  subject  lost 
his  father  when  he  was  six  years  old.  At  ten  years 
of  age  he  went  to  live  with  his  father's  old  friend, 
Rev.  Robert  Powell,  where  he  remained  four  years, 
and  then  lived  with  his  step-father,  Jacob  Ward, 
two  years,  after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
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shoemaker,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Anson 
Roff,  of  Clinton,  and  also  worked  at  the  spinning 
trade  live  years  in  this  town. 

Mr.  Downs  was  first  married,  in  Macon  Township, 
to  Miss  Calista  M.,  daughter  of  Deacon  Charles 
Morgan,  and  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  She 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  when  a  child, 
and  was  reared  in  Macon  Township.  She  died  at 
her  home  in  Clinton,  Dec.  1,  1881.^  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Downs  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  only 
one  of  w^hom  is  now  living,  P>ank  E.,  who  is  en- 
gaged as  a  weaver  in  the  woolen-mills  at  Clinton. 
The  deceased  w^ere  Flora  S.,  Jennie  M.,  AVillie  H. 
and  Harry  M;  all  died  young.  Our  subject  was. a 
second  time  married,  lo  Mrs.  Frances  M.  (Shaw) 
Witham,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lynn,  Mass., 
where  she  married  her  first  husband,  who  died  in 
Boston.  She  afterward  came  to  Michigan,  where 
she  married  Mr.  Downs.  By  her  first  marriage  she 
has  one  child,  Emmie,  the  wife  of  Frank  Prebble, 
of  Lynn,  Mass. 

Mr.  Downs  owns  a  comfortable  home  in  Clinton. 
He  has  been  Deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church  twenty- 
four  years  and  has  held  other  olficial  positions.  He 
is  also  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  while  he 
and  Mrs.  Downs  are  active  members  of  the  church. 
In  politics  Mr  D.  is  a  Republican  and  an  advocate 
of  temperance  principles. 


^^j;  W.  ELLIS.  The  subject  of  this  history  was 
(^O      one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Southeastern 

7/nfc  Michigan,  and  (.'ame  to  this  country  when 
^  the  land  was  mostly  the  property  of  ''Un- 

cle Sam."  He  is  a  native  of  Benton  Center,  Yates 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took  place  Nov.  7, 1821, 
and  is  the  son  of  Charles  Ellis,  a  native  of  the  same 
State,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  who  all  his  life 
followed  farming  pursuits.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Ellis,  a  native  of  Ireland,  spent  his 
last  3^ears  at  Benton  Center,  where  his  remains  were 
laid  to  rest.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Jemima  Fen- 
ton,  of  vScotch  descent,  and  they  reared  a  familj^  of 
sons  and  daughters. 

Charles  Ellis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  upon 
reaching  manhood  was  married   to  Miss  Charlotte 

.^B ^ 


Coleburn,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  New  York 
State,  and  traced  her  descendants  back  to  Holland. 
After  the  birth  of  eight  children,  they  started 
for  the  young  State  of  Michigan  in  the  spring  of 
1840,  and  after  a  tedious  journey  made  by  way  of 
canal,  lake,  and  overland  by  means  of  ox-teams, 
located  in  what  is  now  Clinton  Township.  Here 
the  father  took  up  an  unbroken  tract  of  land,  upon 
which  he  effected  some  improvements  and  resided 
for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  The  death  of  the 
wife  and  mother  then  broke  up  the  household,  and 
the  elder  Ellis  took  up  his  abode  with  his  son,  our 
subject,  in  Macon  Township,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  the  spring  of  1865.  Charles  Ellis  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  politically,  and  both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church. 

A.  W,  P]llis  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  State,  and  after  the  family  came  to  Michigan 
made  himself  useful  in  assisting  to  build  up  the 
primitive  homestead  which  subsequently  became 
his  property.  In  January,  1 844,  having  formed  hi=^ 
plans  for  the  future,  he  secured  a  wife  and  help- 
meet in  the  person  of  Miss  Margaret  Aten,  whom 
he  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Tecumseh 
Township.  Mrs.  Ellis  is  the  daughter  of  Garrett 
and  Elizabeth  (Hendershott)  Aten,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  the}^  were  reared  and  married, 
being  at  the  time  of  this  interesting  event  resi- 
dents of  the  town  of  Jersey.  Not  long  afterward 
they  removed  to  New  York  State,  settling  on  a 
farm  in  Groveland  Township,  Livingston  County, 
which  became  the  birthplace  of  their  eight  children. 
Tliese  included  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Ellis  was  the  sixth  child  and  third 
daughter.  When  she  was  eight  years  of  age  Mr. 
Aten  resolved  to  change  his  location  and  seek  a 
home  among  the  wilds  of  Michigan.  There  was 
little  at  that  time  to  attract  the  emigrant,  but  from 
the  location  and  the  quality  of  the  soil  it  was  pre- 
dicted that  in  time,  by  the  exercise  of  industry  and 
enterprise,  there  would  grow  up  a  State  rich  in 
resources  and  well  worthy  the  efforts  of  men  of  res- 
olution and  energy.  The  journey  to  Southern 
Mi(;higau  was  effected  laboriously  via  the  canal  and 
lakes,  and  overland  by  ox-teams,  and  at  nearly 
every  season  of  the  year  there  might  be  seen  scores 
of  emigrants,  with  their    families,    plodding    their 
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way  to  the  untried  territory.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Ellis  in  nowise  lacked  the  qualities  required  to  make 
this  venture  a  success.  He  pitched  his  tent  amid 
the  forest  of  what  was  afterward  Macon  Township, 
first  put  up  a  log  cabin,  then  felled  the  trees  around 
it,  and  after  the  lapse  of  years  had  brought  eighty 
acres  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  lie  lived  to 
rejoice  in  the  advance  of  civilization  and  to  see 
the  opening  up  of  valuable  farms  around  him,  and 
finally  closed  his  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  eartli  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  yeai-s. 

Mrs.  Ellis  was  reared  among  the  pioneer  scenes 
of  Southern  Michigan,  and  became  familiar  with  the 
housewifely  duties  in  which  the  maidens  of  those 
days  were  wisely  and  thoroughly  trained.  She  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage,  and 
by  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  two,  Huldah  and  Carrie, 
died  when  quite  young.  Tlie  eldest  son,  Clayton, 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Lightfall,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  prosperous  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pennington  Corners;  Almeda,  the  wife  of  John 
Sones,  is  living  with  her  husband  on  a  farm  in  Ma- 
con Township;  Libby,  who  married  William  Ester- 
brook,  resides  on  a  farm  in  Eranklin  Township; 
Charles  married  Miss  Mary  Ebbitt,  and  they  occupy 
a  home  with  his  parents ;  Garrett  D.  married  Miss 
Elfa  Thomas,  and  is  operating  the  homestead ;  Mar- 
tha became  the  wife  of  C.  Hendershott,  of  Clinton 
Township,  and  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Ellis  and  his 
sons  vote  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  with 
his  excellent  wife  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Macon  Corners. 
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]  DGAR  R.  WELLS,  who  is  familiarly  known 
throughout  Ridgeway  Township  as  one  of 
^  its  most  successful  farmers  and  reliable  busi- 
ness men,  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  early  in 
life,  and  has  played  his  part  bravely  and  manfully 
in  the  rnidst  of  many  obstacles.  He  is  now  the 
possessor  of  a  good  property,  and  will  be  able  to 
pass  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  comfort  and 
without  anxiety  as  to  the  means  of  his  maintenance. 
His  present  residence  is  near  Britton  Station,  to 
which  he  came  in  1 884,  after  retiring  from  the  act- 


ive  labors  of  the  farm,  w^hich  still  remains  in  his 
possession  and  is  now  operated  by  a  tenant.  His 
village  residence  is  probably  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
place,  and  he  is  there  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  while  the  friendship  of  the  men  who 
have  known  him  so  long  and  so  well  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  a  pleasure  and  a  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Wells,  in  1863,  soon  after  his  marriage,  came 
with  his  young  wife  to  Ridgeway  Townsliip  and  lo- 
cated on  a  tract  of  unbroken  timber  land  on  section 
17.  They  faced  theWk  before  them  with  bravery 
and  resolution,  expecting  nothing  for  a  few  years 
but  liard  labor  and  many  privations.  They  were 
fortunately  blessed  with  good  health  and  strength, 
and  in  due  time  began  to  realize  that  tliey  were  not 
laboring  in  vain.  The  soil  under  a  faithful  process 
of  cultivation  began  to  yield  bountifully,  and  one 
improvement  after  another  appeared  upon  the  home- 
stead. The  first  rude  dwelling  was  superseded  by 
a  more  modern  residence  and  the  rude  sheds  gave 
way  to  convenient  barns  and  other  buildings.  Mr. 
Wells  was  fully  appreciated  by  his  fellow-townsmen, 
and  at  an  early  day  was  invited  to  serve  as  Clerk 
and  Highway  Commissioner,  the  duties  of  which 
offices  he  discliarged  in  a  faithful  and  efficient 
maimer. 

Mr.  Wells  is  a  native  of  Petersburg,  Monroe 
County,  this  State,  and  was  born  Jan.  28,  1840.  His 
father,  Russell  Wells,  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  when  a  young  man  came  to  Michigan, 
where  not  long  afterward  he  was  married,  in  Ridge- 
way Tow^nship,  to  Miss  Delilah  Linn,  a  native  also 
of  the  Enjpire  State,  who  came  west  with  lier  par- 
ents after  reaching  womanhood.  She  only  lived  a 
few  years  after  her  marriage,  her  death  taking  place 
Avhen  her  son,  Edgar  R.,  was  a  child  two  years  of 
age.  Mr.  Wells  survived  his  wife  until  1851  ; 
both  died  at  their  home  in  the  city  of  Adrian. 

Our  subject  wris  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  and 
being  left  an  orphan  when  a  little  over  ten  years  of 
age,  was  taken  into  the  home  of  his  uncle,  John 
Linn,  of  Ridgewa}^  Township,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  reaching  his  majority.  Not  long  after- 
ward he  was  married  in  Ridgeway  Township,  on 
the  12th  of  August,  1868,  to  Miss  Sarah  Exelby,  a 
native  of  this  township  and  born  Jan.  4, 1844.  Mrs. 
Wells  continued  under  the  home  roof  until  her  njar- 
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riage,  receiving  a  good  education  at  the  common 
schools  and  being  trained  in  all  the  housewifely 
duties.  She  is  a  lady  of  many  excellent  qualities 
and  has  proved  in  all  respects  the  worthy  helpmeet 
of  her  husband. 


HESTER  J.  CORBETT,  late  a  resident  of 
almyra  Township,  was  born  July  16,  1833, 
and  closed  his  eyes  upon  earthly  scenes  at 
his  home  on  section  20,  May  9,  1883.  His  father^ 
Clark  E.  Corbett,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County.  He 
took  up  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  Palmyra 
Township,  and  spent  many  years  in  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation,  building  up  a  good  home 
where  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  ease  and 
comfort. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  a  child  when 
he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  w^iere  he 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  was  a  bright  and 
intelligent  lad,  and  during  the  gold  excitement  of 
California  was  one  of  the  first  from  this  section  to 
join  the  caravan  on  a  tour  of  exploration  among 
the  mining  regions  of  the  Golden  State.  The  entire 
journey  was  made  overland  with  teams,  and  upon 
his  arrival  there  young  Corbett  engaged  for  a  time 
in  mining.  A  few  months  of  this  occupation  suf- 
ficed him  and  he  retraced  his  steps  homeward,  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  in  Palmyra  Township.  Here  he 
was  married,  April  16,  1861,  to  Miss  Almena  J. 
Bird,  and  the  young  people  took  up  their  residence 
on  a  56-acre  tract  of  land  on  section  16,  and  began 
the  building  up  of  a  home.  Their  plans,  however, 
were  interrupted  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion, 
Mr.  Corbett  considering  it  his  duty  to  assist  in  pre- 
serving the  Union.  In  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  18th 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  a 
soldier  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  received 
his  honorable  discharge  and  returned  home. 

Mr.  Corbett  now  resumed  his  farming  opera- 
tions on  his  first  purchase,  which  he  subsequently 
added  to  and  in  the  course  of  time  built  up  a  fine 
farm,  provided  witli  a  handsome  and  substantial 
house  and  barn,  besides  the  various  other  structures 
required  for  the  convenience  of  the  progressive  ag- 
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riculturist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbett  became  the  par- 
ents of  one  child  only,  a  son,  Clark  W.,  who  was 
born  Sept.  8,  1873,  and  is  now  at  home. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Corbett  has 
superintended  the  management  of  the  farm,  and  is 
keeping  up  its  old-time  reputation  as  one  of  the 
most  valuable  estates  in  Palmyra  Township.  She 
is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence  and  well  fitted  for 
her  responsible  duties.  Her  parents,  William  and 
Lucretia  (Stanton)  Bird,  were  natives  of  New  York 
State,  whence  they  emigrated  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  at  a  time  when  they  had  to  cut  a  part  of 
their  way  through  the  heavy  timber.  Mr.  Bird 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  on  section  22,  in  Palmyra 
Township,  and  for  a  number  of  years  carried  on 
farming  and  carpentering.  He  finally  opened  a 
grocery  store  in  Palmyra,  which  he  conducted  until 
no  longer  able  to  look  after  it  by  reason  of  the 
serious  illness  which  terminated  in  his  death,  Feb. 
9,  1846. 

Mrs.  Lucretia  Bird  survived  her  luisband  many 
years,  her  death  taking  place  in  Jul}^  1875.  She 
was  a  native  of  New  York  and  born  July  29,  1802. 
Of  her  marriage  with  William  Bird  there  were  born 
six  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years 
and  whom  the  mother  nobly  kept  together  and  edu- 
cated after  the  death  of  her  husband.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Corbett  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  early  in  life,  of  which  the  former  remained 
a  member  until  his  death  and  with  which  the  latter 
is  still  connected.  The  family  rank  among  the 
first  in  Palmyra  Township,  and  are  noted  for  their 
high  moral  and  religious  principles  and  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence. 


EV.  LEVI  C.  CHASE  has  been  one  of  the 
7  familiar  figures  of  Raisin  Township  and 
vicinity  for  the  last  forty-four  years.  He 
is  recognized  as  a  gentleman  highly  gifted 
by  nature,  and  one  who  has  made  good  use  of  his 
0])portunities  of  reading  and  study,  so  that  he  is 
numbered  among  the  best  biblical  scholars  and  most 
intelligent  men  of  Lenawee  County.  The  larger 
part  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  Christian 
ministry,  in  which  he  has  labored  as  a  faithful  stew- 
ard, exerting  a  good  influence,  and   setting   an   ex- 
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ample  worth}^  of  imitation.  The  main  points  in  t\ 
history  of  inuisnal  interest  are  substantially  as  fol- 
lows : 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Levi  H.  Chase, 
who  was  born  in  the  township  of  Providence,  Sara- 
toga Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1806.  He  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  the  Empire  State,  and  although  trained  and 
educated  amid  the  manifold  employments  of  farm 
life,  acquired  a  large  fund  of  useful  information, 
while  he  vvas  of  that  thoughtful  and  studious  nature 
which  enabled  him  to  reflect  deeply,  and  to  retain 
what  he  had  learned.  His  ancestors  for  many  gen- 
erations were  Americans,  but  the  family  originated 
in  England,  and  were  distinguished  as  remarkable  in 
both  strength  of  body  and  mind.  Their  temperate 
and  correct  habits  had  served  to  build  up  the  physi- 
cal frame,  while  by  this  means  their  mental  capaci- 
ties were  beyond  the  average. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  after  reaching  man- 
hood and  forming. his  plans  for  the  future,  w^as 
united  in  marriage  with  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
and  worthy  young  women  of  his  neighborhood, 
namely.  Miss  Anna  Haviland,  who  had  been  one  of 
the  childhood  associates  of  her  husband.  She  also  was 
of  American  parentage  and  English  ancestry,  but 
unlike  her  husband,  was  slight  in  stature.  She  was 
great,  however,  in  kindness  of  heart,  and  all  those 
virtues  which  cast  such  lustre  upon  the  character 
of  a  wife  and  mother.  The  marriage  of  this  talented 
and  worthy  pair  was  celebrated  in  Niagara  County, 
Oct.  24,  1826.  Soon  afterward  they  located  on  a 
farm  in  that  county,  where  they  continued  seven 
years,  and  then  concluded  to  cast  their  lot  with  the 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  Mich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase  arrived  in  this  county  in  Sep- 
tember, 1833,  making  the  journey  by  lake  and  teams, 
and  settled  in  Raisin  Township,  where  the  father 
secured  a  large  tract  of  land  on  sections  28  and  3  3. 
It  was  then  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  no  neigh- 
bors nearer  than  tw^o  or  three  miles.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chase,  however,  w^ere  young  and  strong  in  hope 
and  prepared  for  every  emergency.  They  set  to 
work  with  a  will  to  establish  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  succeeded  beyond  their  expectations. 
This  was  only  brought  about  by  the  strictest  econ- 
omy and  the  most  incessant  industry,  but  notwith- 
standing the  outlay  of  manual  labor  required,  Mr. 
■^^^-m-^^ — »— — ^ ^ ^ — 


Chase  kept  steadily  in  view  the  fact  that  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  mind  was  fully  as  important  as  the 
tilling  of  the  soil.  He  liad  brought  with  him  a 
goodly  number  of  books,  and  added  to  his  store  as 
time  and  opportunity  afforded,  and  he  employed  his 
leisure  hours  and  the  long  winter  evenings  in  ac- 
quiring a  fund  of  useful  knowledge,  in  which  lauda- 
ble ambition  he  was  ably  seconded  by  his  excellent 
wife.  He  made  the  Bible  one  of  his  text  books  and 
obtained  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures. 
His  memory  was  something  remarkable;  he  could 
repeat  passage  after  passage,  and  was  seldom  at 
fault  in  liis  theories  or  statements.  He  had  been 
reared  in  the  Quaker  faith,  but  finally  joined  the 
Eree-Will  Baptists,  and  on  account  of  his  singular 
ability,  was  soon  afterward  chosen  and  ordained  a 
minister  in  that  church. 

Mr.  Chase,  however,  would  not  be  bound  by  any 
creed,  but  became  in  effect  a  reformer,  and  taught 
the  Scriptures  after  the  simplest  manner,  and  as 
near  as  he  understood  them  in  their  literal  sense. 
He  was  careful  and  conscientious  in  all  his  ways, 
and  found  many  who  sympathized  with  him  in  his 
peculiar  ideas.  I'hey  banded  together  and  estab- 
lished what  they  denominated  the  Christian  Church, 
whose  doctrinal  points  were  based  as  nearly  as  the}^ 
understood  upon  the  Scriptures.  Mr.  Chase  was  an 
earnest  follower  of  the  precepts  taught  by  the  Apos- 
tles, and  believed  in  baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins.  He  believed  also  that  the  world 
was  to  be  purified  by  fire,  and  eternal  life  and  the 
presence  of  Christ  were  only  to  be  known  to  the 
faithful  followers  of  the  Messiah.  The  sincerity  of 
Mr.  Chase  in  his  beliefs  was  never  for  a  moment 
questioned.  In  these  he  closely  trained  his  chil- 
dren, and  his  son,  our  subject,  was  one  of  his  most 
cheerful  and  affectionate  pupils.  Rev.  Levi  H. 
Chase  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, Oct.  5,  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy^one  years 
and  six  months.  His  excellent  wife  still  survives, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  Franklin  N.,  who 
is  farming  on  a  part  of  the  original  homestead  in 
Raisin  Township.  The  aged  and  revered  mother 
has  now  passed  her  eightieth  year,  but  is  still  active 
and  in  good  health,  and  bids  fair  to  live  another 
decade. 

The  subject  of  this  history  first  opened  his  eyes 
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to  the  light  at  the  homestead  of  his  parents  in  Raisin 
Township,  July  17,  1843.  At  an  early  age  it  was 
discovered  that  he  had  inherited  largely  of  the 
talents  of  his  father  and  the  virtues  of  his  mother. 
He  was  of  a  serious  and  deeply  religions  turn  of 
mind,  and  in  early  youth  was  recognized  as  a  lit 
subject  to  bear  the  mantle  of  his  sire  iii  future 
years.  To  this  end  both  parents  and  son  labored, 
and  the  result  has  been  one  which  the  father  before 
his  death  viewed  with  satisfaction,  and  in  which  the 
living  mother  now  rejoices.  After  completing  his 
primary  studies,  he  took  a  course  at  Raisin  Institute, 
and  subsequently  was  called  to  the  ministry  and 
took  charge  of  the  church  of  his  father  in  Raisin 
Township.  The  Christian  Church  at  this  point  em- 
braces eighty-three  members,  and  besides  conduct- 
ing weekly  services,  Mr.  Chase  labors  elsewhere  in 
the  State  and  beyond  its  borders.  He  is  a  fluent 
speaker,  and  possesses  a  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures 
which  enables  him  to  use  those  unanswerable  argu- 
ments which  serve  to  convince  the  most  skeptical. 
He  was  reared  amid  the  qniet  pursuits  of  farm  life, 
which  he  has  alwa3's  loved,  and  which  now  serve  as 
a  recreation  from  his  more  toilsome  and  responsible 
duties. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  most  intelligent  and 
acconiplished  lady.  She  was  formerl}^  Miss  Sarah 
A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Demund)  Cod- 
dington,  and  assumed  the  name  of  Chase  on  the  13th 
of  March,  1864.  The  wedding  was  celebrated  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Adrian  Township,  and  was 
an  event  over  which  the  principals  received  the 
congratulations  of  friends,  both  far  and  near,  as  it 
was  the  establishment  of  a  household  founded  upon 
the  highest  moral  character  and  more  than  ordinary 
intellect.  The  young  people  commenced  life  in 
Seneca  Township,  where  they  lived  two  years-,  and 
then  removed  to  Adrian  Tow^nship.  where  they  spent 
seven  years,  and  from  there  to  their  present  home. 
They  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people 
who  have  known  them  so  long  and  well,  and  who 
bespeak  for  them  a  continuation  of  their  happy  and 
prosperous  life. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Chase  were  born  and  reared 
in  New  York  State,  whence  they  emigrated  to  the 
young  State  of  Michigan  the  year  after  its  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.     The  father  entered  a  tract   of 


land  in  Lenawee  County,  where  he  built  up  a  good 
homestead,  including  136  acres,  and  where  his  death 
took  place  in  1852.  The  property  is  now  in  posses- 
sion of  their  only  son,  Peter  Coddington.  The 
aged  and  revered  mother  is  yet  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  children,  and  is  in  the  eighty-first 
year  of  her  age.  Mrs.  Chase  was  the  only  daughter 
of  the  parental  household,  and  was  born  in  Seneca 
Township,  this  county,  Feb.  26^  1844,  She  received 
a  thorough  education,  and  for  some  time  before  her 
marriage  was  employed  as  a  teacher.  The  only  son 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Elbert  J.  by  name,  was 
born  May  26,  1871,  and  is  a  bright  and  promising- 
youth  now  pursuing  his  studies  in  Raisin  Yalley 
Seminary.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Chase,  as  ma}^  be  sup- 
posed, have  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  temperance  movement,  and  are  avow^ed  Pro- 
hibitionists. 


•►HIH^ 


^Y^)  DWIN  COOK.  One  of  the  representative 
^  men  of  the  township  of  Franklin,  as  well  as 
^^^^1  one  of  the  thrifty  and  successful  farmers  and 
stock-raisers,  is  Mr.  Cook,  who  came  to  the  county 
in  May,  1851,  and  first  purchased  land  on  section  3, 
Franklin  Township.  After  making  considerable  im- 
provements he  sold  this  farm,  and  purchased  sixty- 
five  acres  in  the  same  township,  and  ten  acres  near 
by  on  the  same  section.  He  now  lives  on  section 
19,  where  he  owns  a  good  propert3^ 

Mr.  Cook  is  by  birth  a  native  of  Had  ley,  Mass., 
where  he  was  born  Nov*  30,  1812,  and  is  the  son  of 
Job  Cook,  who  also  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and 
reared  in  Hadley.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  married  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Hannah  Camp- 
bell, who  came  of  Scottish  ancestry.  For  some 
3^ears  after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Job  Cook  were 
engaged  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  where  they  were  among 
the  active  society  people.  The  father  died  of  con- 
sumption at  Hadley,  at  the  age  of  forty  years;  his 
wife  survived  him  some  years,  and  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Martha  D.  Turner,  of  Frank- 
lin Township,  where  she  was  visiting,  at  the  age  of 
about  sixty  years. 

At  the  death  of  his  father  the  subject  of  this 
biography  was  but  eight  years  old,  but  he  then  be- 
gan to  earn  his  own  living,    working  for    Sylvanus 
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Dickinson,  of  Iladley,  Mass.,  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  ap;e,  during  this  time  learning  the  shoe- 
maker's trade.  On  the  4th  of  February,  1834,  Mr. 
Cook  was  luiited  in  marriage,  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  with 
Miss  Lovica  C.  Seymour,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Hadley,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Horace  C. 
and  Mary  (Standish)  Seymour,  who  sprang  from 
prominent  families,  of  which  old  Capt.  Miles 
Standish,  of  Puritan  fame,  was  a  grandsire.  Mr. 
Seymour  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in  Had- 
ley, Mass.,  where  his  wife  also  died,  both  ripe  in 
years.  Mrs.  Cook  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  four  daughters,  and  was  born  at  Hadley, 
Jan.  6,  1814.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Franklin 
Township,  Oct.  10,  1875. 

After  Mr.  Cook's  marriage,  he  removed  to  West 
Avon  Township,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
engaged  in  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  boots  and 
shoes.  At  the  end  of  thirteen  years  spent  in  this 
place,  he  traded  his  property  for  a  farm  in  Kendall 
Township,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  began  to 
farm  on  his  own  account.  Some  tim.e  after  he  sold 
this  farm,  and  purchased  a  warehouse  at  Holley,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  grain, 
etc.,  for  two  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  came  to 
this  township,  which  he  has  made  his  home  ever 
since.    Mr.  Cook  was  a  second  time  married,  Nov. 

12,  1879,  in  Franklin  Township,  to  Mrs.  Charlotte, 
widow  of  Richard  Osborn,  who  was  born  in  Ovid 
Township,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  18,1816,  where 
he  was  reared,  and  in  December,  1842,  was  married 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Tillyar,  also  born  in  Ovid,  Seneca 
County,  Aug.  24,  1819,  and  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Gray)  Tillyar.  Her  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  New  York,  and  afterward  settled  in  Seneca 
County,  where  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their 
days  on  a  farm  in  Ovid  Township,  at  which  place 
they  were  active  citizens.   The  father  was  born  Oct. 

13,  1779,  and  died  Aug.  11,  1833;  the  mother  was 
born  Nov.  22,  1782,  and  died  Jan,  17,  1836. 

After  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborn  had  been  some  time 
engaged  in  Seneca  Count}^,  they  came  to  Findlay, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  and  thence,  in  1863,  to  Michi- 
gan, where  they  purchased  land  in  the  township  of 
Tecumseh,  which  he  sold  some  years  later,  and  com- 
ing to  Franklin  Township,   purchased   ninety -three 
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acres  on  section  19,  where  he  was  engaged  until  his 
death.  In  connection  with  his  brother  Frank  he 
had  been  engaged  in  the  poultry  trade,  and  in 
December  had  gone  with  a  large  lot  of  dressed  poul- 
try to  New  York  City.  On  his  return  trip  he  vvas 
killed  in  the  most  disastrous  railway  accident  of  the 
age,  the  terrible  Ashtabula  (Ohio)  disaster.  His 
body  was  never  recovered  from  the  burning  wreck. 
Mr.  Cook  had  by  his  first  marriage  four  children, 
one  now  living,  Edwin  Clarence,  who  took  to  wife 
Effie  L.  Pawsen,  of  Franklin  Township;  they  now 
occupy  the  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Cook.  The  de- 
ceased were  Sarah  S.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ed- 
win W.  Turner,  now  deceased,  and  afterward  of  J. 
F.  Smith,  now  of  Franklin ;  she  was  born  March 
16,  1837,  and  died  Nov.  1, 1868;  one  child  survives. 
Susan  R.,  who  was  born  May  3,  1839,  and  died 
April  2,  1857;  Henrj^  I).,  who  was  born  Nov.  13, 
1842,  and  died  May  22,  1844,  and  Clarence,  who 
was  born  March  19,  1855.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Cook 
is  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  politics  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 

7RANCIS  H.  WHITING,  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  Macon  Township,  is 
_  one  of  its  most  skillful  and  successful  far- 

mers, and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  for  over 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  His  fine  farm  of  167  acres 
is  pleasantly  located  on  section  12,  near  the  old 
Ridge  road,  where  it  attracts  general  attention  from 
the  passerby  as  indicating  the  homestead  of  a  well- 
to-do  citizen  and  a  man  of  good  standing  in  the 
community. 

Mr.  Whiting  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
been  born  in  Monroe,  Aug.  27,  1837.  His  father, 
George  Whiting,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Monroe  County,  locating  there  at  a  time  when  the 
cabins  of  white  men  were  few  and  far  between.  He 
was  born  in  Penn  Yan,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  his  childhood  and  youth,  and  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Spalding.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  Vermont  lady  of  excellent  old  New  En- 
gland stock,  from  which  sprang  many  eminent  man 
and  lovely  women.  George  Whiting,  upon  leaving 
his  native  State,   proceeded  directly    westward  to 
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Monroe  County,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  fir^t  as  a 
dry-goods  clerk,  and  later  in  merchandising  on  his 
own  account.  He  had  built  up  a  profitable  trade 
and  was  very  prosperous  until  the  breaking  up  of 
the  "wild-cat"  banks,  at  wliich  time  many  business 
men  were  financially  ruined. 

In  1849,  George  Whiting  crossed  the  plains  to 
the  Pacific  Slope,  and  until  1852  engaged  in  mining 
in  California.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  returned, 
via  the  Isthmus,  to  his  old  home  in  Michigan,  and 
soon  afterward  settled  in  Washtenaw  County,  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  York  Township.  He  built 
up  a  comfortable  home  once  more,  and  there  his 
death  took  place,  in  1873,  when  he  was  sixtj^-three 
years  of  age.  He  had  suffered  considerably  from 
ill-health  some  time  before  his  death,  and  his  finan- 
cial troubles,  it  is  believed,  hastened  this  sad  event. 
Politically,  he  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  took  an  interest  in  all  the  leading- 
questions  of  the  day.  The  mother  is  yet  living,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Fidelia 
Burham,  of  Milan  Township,  Monroe  County,  and 
is  no>v  aged  about  seventy  years. 

Our  subject  w^as  the  eldest  of  the  parental  family, 
and  remained  under  the  home  roof  during  his  child- 
hood and  youth,  receiving  a  common-school  educa- 
tion. After  passing  his  twenty-second  birthday,  he 
started  out  for  himself,  and  coming  to  this  county, 
located  in  Macon  Township.  Here  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Viana  Berdan,  the  wedding  taking  place 
in  Tecumseh,  Dec.  29,  1859.  Mrs.  Whiting  was 
born  upon  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  her  hus- 
band, June  11,  1833.  Her  father,  David  Berdan,  a 
native  of  New  Y^ork  State,  came  to  Michigan  after 
his  marriage,  and  took  up  a  tract  of  Government 
land  on  section  12,  in  Macon  Township,  where  he 
established  a  comfortable  home,  and  where  hisdeatli 
took  place  Oct.  3,  1881,  when  he  was  seventy-four 
years  old.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  W.,  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Harriet  Cannon;  she  preceded 
her  husband  to  the  silent  land  in  1874.  They  came 
to  this  section  of  country  in  the  pioneer  days,  and 
endured  in  common  with  the  early  settlers  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  life  in  the  undeveloped  West. 
They  were  known  as  hard-working,  honest  people, 
who  had  a  thorough  contempt  for  a  mean  action, 
and  trained  their  children  to  habits  of  industry  and 
■«»— ; ■ — 


those  moral  principles   which  would  enable  them  to 
take  their  place  among  good  and  worthy  people. 

Mrs.  Whiting  was  reared  and  educated  in  Macon 
Township,  and  remained  under  the  home  roof  until 
her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  three  children :  W^illiam  W.,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Pratt,  Kan.,  and  Ella  and  Roy  J.,  who  are 
living  at  home.  Oui*  subject  and  his  wife  located 
first  at  Saline,  whence  they  removed  to  Tecumseh, 
and  frou)  there  came  to  the  farm  of  which  our  sub- 
ject now  has  the  management.  Mr.  Whiting,  politi- 
cally, is  a  National  Green  backer,  and  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Washtenaw  County  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff 
two  terms. 

IRAM  B.  ABBOTT.  Being  a  representative 
1^  citizen  of  Lenawee  County,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  prosperous  farmers  and  large  land- 
owners of  Franklin  Township,  we  take  pleas- 
ure in  presenting  to  his  friends  this  brief  review  of 
the  life  of  Hiram  B.  Abbott,  together  with  the  ac- 
companying portrait.  Coming  to  this  State  when 
in  the  vigor  of  early  manhood,  scarcely  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  Mr.  Abbott,  though  barely  past  the 
prime  of  life,  may  well  take  pride  in  what  he  has  ac- 
complished in  his  adopted  State. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Niles,  Cayuga  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Dec.  27,  1830,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  fairlj^  well  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
but  in  the  great  school  of  experience  he  gained  that 
practical  knowledge  by  which  he  has  achieved  his 
successes.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm, 
where  he  imbibed  a  taste  for  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  so  chose  farming  for  his  life  work.  His  par- 
ents were  Daniel  C.  and  Catherine  (Burch)  Abbott, 
who  were  born  in  the  same  place  as  our  subject. 
After  marriage  they  made  their  home  in  their  na- 
tive county  until  their  removal  to  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, this  county,  where  they  spent  their  declining 
yeais,  the  mother  dj^ing  Oct.  8,  1868,  and  the 
father  in  October,  1880.  They  had  seven  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Lovina,  the  wife  of 
Philander  Savage,  residing  in  Adrian  Township; 
H.  B.,  and  Orrin  L.,  who  resides  near  Addison,  this 
county. 

In  the  fall  of  1851,  attracted  by  the  glow^ing  re- 
ports of   the  wonderful  agricultural    resources    of 
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Michigan,  our  subject,  with  his  parents  and  one 
brother,  left  their  home  in  Cayuga  Count} ,  and 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  settling  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship. With  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
Dover  Township,  Mr.  Abbott  has  since  resided  }wve. 
With  untiring  industry,  backed  by  sound  common 
sense  and  good  judgment,  he  has  become  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  largest  farms  in  the  township,  embrac- 
ing nearly  330  acres  of  well-tilled  soil,  on  which  he 
has  erected  a  neat  dwelling  and  good  farm  build- 
ings. 

In  the  accumulation  of  this  property,  Mr.  Abbott 
has  not  lacked  the  assistance  of  a  good  wife,  as  ejirly 
in  manhood  lie  wedded  Miss  Juliette  A\^ood,  the 
marriage  taking  place  in  Royalton,  Ohio,  Dec.  14, 
1854.  She  was  also  a  native  of  New  York  State,, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  David  and  Eliza  (Briggs) 
Wood,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  New^ 
England.  Some  years  after  marriage,  her  parents 
removed  to  Ohio,  settling  first  in  Lake  County, 
whence  the}^  afterward  removed  to  Fulton  County, 
where  the  mother  died,  June  26,  1882;  the  father 
is  still  living.  They  had  seven  children,  namely: 
Juliette;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Ferry  Hamlin,  residing 
in  Morenci;  Minerva  A.,  deceased;  John  B.,  who 
resides  in  Ohio;  Susan  A.,  the  wife  of  S.  Clarke,  re- 
siding in  Ohio;  George,  deceased,  and  Jerome,  who 
resides  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  have  had  two  children — 
Sellick  G.  and  Dorliska  S.  Sellick  G.  was  born  Sept. 
27,  1855,  and  lives  with  his  parents.  With  the  joys 
of  parentage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  have  also  suf- 
fered its  sorrows  in  the  death  of  their  beloved 
daughter,  Dorliska  S.,  wife  of  Franklin  Fox,  of 
Fairfield  Township,  Sept.  13,  1884,  aged  twentj^-live 
years.  Mr.  Abbott  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Though  not  aspiring  to  oitice, 
betakes  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  votes  with 
the  Republican  party. 


j^^  TEFHEN  CARFENTER.     The  gentleman 

^^^    whose    name    stands    at   the   head    of   this 

sM^  sketch  came  to  Lenawee  County  fift}^  years 

ago  when  a  boy  ten  years  of  age,  and  since 

that  time  has  resided    within  its  limits.     He  is  of 


tlial  firm  and  upright  character  which  has  been  the 
means  of  secnring  the  friendship  of  most  men  with 
whom  he  has  had  to  deal,  and  was  a  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  little  colony  that  first  ventured  into  the 
Western  wilds,  and  set  a})out  the  establishment  of 
homes  for  themselves  and  their  children.  Mr. 
Carpenter  has  labored  industriously,  always  willing 
to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  has  been 
wisel}^  content  with  the  share  of  this  world's  goods 
which  Frovidence  allotted  him.  His  acres,  though 
not  so  broad  in  extent,  perhaps,  as  some  of  his 
neighbors  possess,  are  highly  cultivated,  and  are 
undoubtedly  fully  as  valuable.  He  owns  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  28,  Madison  Township, 
has  good  farm  buildings,  a  fair  assortment  of  live 
stock,  and  the  implements  required  for  carrying  on 
his  operations  successfully  and  profitably. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  in  Starksboro,  Addison 
Co.,  Vt.,  April  7,  1827.  Eight  years  later  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
there  in  1837,  to  this  State.  They  located  upon  a 
tract  of  land  in  Raisin  Township,  which  the  father 
of  our  subject  transformed  into  a  good  farm,  and 
where  Stephen  resided  with  his  parents  until  the 
spring  of  1875.  He  then  i-emoved  to  his  present 
homestead  in  Madison  Township.  He  has  all  his 
life  been  familiar  with  farming  pursuits,  which  have 
satisfied  his  sensible  ambition,  as  he  is  quiet  and 
unostentatious  in  his  habits,  preferring  the  society 
of  his  family  and  content  with  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  neighbors.  He  has  filled  the  various 
minor  ofl^ices  of  his  township,  and  during  the  early 
days,  when  the  counsels  of  sensible  men  were  most 
needed,  he  was  quite  prominent  in  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  general  welfare. 

A  few  months  before  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his 
age  Mr.  Carpenter  was  married  in  Adrian,  Jan.  28, 
1852,  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Bradish,  who  was  born  in 
Madis  )n  Township,  this  county,  Sept.  22,  1830, 
and  was  the  first  female  child  born  in  the  town- 
ship. Her  parents,  Curren  and  Rhody  S.  (Com- 
stock)  Bradish,  were  natives  of  Wayne  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  came  to  Lenawee  county  sofm  after  it  was 
opened  for  settlement.  They  located  in  what  is 
now  Madison  Township,  probably  before  its  or- 
ganization, and  became  familiar  with  all  the  hard- 
ships and  difliculties  of  pioneer  life.     There  was  not 
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a  cabin  in  sight  of  tlu^  place  wliore  th(\y  pitched 
their  tent,  and  they  lived  to  watch  the  settling  up 
of  the  country  arourd  them,  and  to  rejoice  in  its 
prosperity.  Upon  retiring  from  active  labor  tliey 
moved  to  the  city  of  Adrian,  where  the  death  of 
the  father  took  place  in  1 869,  and  that  of  the  mother 
in  1 870. 

Mrs.  Carpenter  was  the  eldest  child  of  her  par- 
ents, whose  household  included  four  sons  and  four 
daughters.  She  and  Mr.  Carpenter  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  but  four  are  jiv- 
ing. The  five  deceased  died  when  young.  The 
son,  Stephen  E.,  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carpenter  are  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  in  politics,  Mr.  C.  is  a  Republican  and 
a  Prohibitionist.  His  parents,  Elihu  and  Anna 
(Varney)  Carpenter,  like  himself,  were  natives  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  Stephen  was  their 
youngest  child. 


i-^ 


J^  OSEPH  C.  NEWELL,  of  Deerfield  Township, 
is  comfortably  located  on  section  3(),  town- 
ship 7  south,  range  5,  where  he  owns  sixty 
acres  of  good  land,  fifty  acres  of  which  is 
cleared  and  contains  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings. 
Of  this  he  took  possession  in  the  spring  of  1866, 
when  there  had  been  but  little  attempt  at  improve- 
ment. He  has  made  a  liitle  headway  each  year,  and 
has  surrounded  himself  and  his  family  with  everj^- 
thing  necessary  for  their  well-being  and  comfort. 

A  large  number  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lenawee 
County  claim  their  birthplace  in  the  Empire  State. 
Among  them  is  our  subject,  who  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  in  Edinburg,  Saratoga  County, 
July  14,  1823.  This  also  was  the  birthplace  of  his 
father,  Lowry  Newell,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  married.  In  the  spring  of  1846  he  re- 
moved to  Jefferson  County,  and  from  there  to  a 
point  near  the  town  of  Pamelia,  where  he  carried 
on  agriculture  in  a  moderate  manner  a  few  years, 
and  then  removed  to  Alexandria  where  he  spent 
the  last  days  of  his  life.  He  married,  in  early  man- 
hood, Miss  Hannah  Chapman,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Saratoga  County,  and  who  died  in  Alexandria 
some  years  before  the  decease  of  her  husband. 
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Eleven  of  the  twelve  children  born  to  Lowry  and 
Hannah  Newell  lived  to  mature  years.  Joseph  C, 
in  common  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  attended 
school  when  a  boy  during  the  summer  season,  and 
as  soon  as  old  enough  to  be  of  some  assistance  on 
the  farm,  was  introduced  to  its  various  employ- 
ments, in  which  he  was  engaged  until  reaching  his 
seventeenth  year.  He  then  went  to  Watertown  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  but  iive  or  six 
months  later  was  taken  ill,  and  returned  home. 
Upon  his  recovery  he  went  to  Sackett's  Harbor, 
where  he  commenced  learning  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  followed  this  calling  in  that  vicinity  several 
years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Dexter,  and  es- 
tablished a  door  and  sash  factory,  which  he  carried 
on  until  1854. 

Mr.  Newell,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  mentioned, 
resolved  upon  a  change  of  location,  and  coming  to 
Michigan  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Somerfield  Township,  Monroe  County.  He  put  up 
a  log  house,  which  he  occupied  with  his  family 
until  the  year  following,  and  then  removed  to  the 
town  of  Monroe,  and  took  up  his  old  business  as  a 
manufacturer  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds.  He  con- 
tinued at  this  three  and  one-half  years,  when  he 
returned  to  his  land,  and  began  in  earnest  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation.  H^e  sold  out  in  1861, 
and  during  the  following  five  years  was  engaged  as 
before  in  his  old  factory.  In  1867  he  purchased 
his  present  property,  and  settled  here  in  May  of  that 
year. 

Mr.  Newell  while  a  resident  of  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  was  married  on  the  8th  of  November,  1847, 
to  Miss  Susan  Marsh,  who  was  born  in  Hounsfield, 
Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1822.  Her  father, 
Moses  Marsh,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  among 
the  earliest  pioneers  of  Jefferson  County.  He  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  timber  land,  where  he  felled  the 
trees  and  opened  up  a  good  farm,  upon  which  he 
remained  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  Then 
he  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  but  before  his 
death  returned  to  Jefferson  County,  and  spent  his 
last  years  in  the  town  of  Hounsfield.  The  mother 
of  Mrs.  Newell  was,  before  her  marriage.  Miss  Sarah 
Butterfield,  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y. ; 
she  died  at  her  home  in  February,  1834.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Newell  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Edwin, 
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who  married  Miss  Mary  Carpenter,  of  Deer  field 
Township,  and  resides  at  the  homestead,  and  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Gersham  Hull,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Howell  County,  Mo. 

Mr.  Newell  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
John  P.  Hale  in  1852,  and  joined  the  Republican 
party,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1886,  since 
which  time  he  has  voted  independently.  He  has 
served  as  Higinvay  Commissioner  two  terms  and 
as  School  Director  in  his  district  for  the  past  six 
years. 


V 


<!  |)ILLIAM  C.  FISHER,  M.  D.  This  late 
eminent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Tecum- 
seh  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  act- 
ive members  of  the  profession,  and  a  citizen  held 
in  the  highest  esteem.  His  infant  years  were  spent 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  he  having  been 
born  in  England,  Jan.  7,  1830.  When  a  child  four 
years  of  age,  his  parents,  William  and  Sarah  (Higgs) 
Fisher,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  not 
long  after  setting  foot  upon  American  soil  made 
their  way  to  Michigan,  taking  up  their  abode  in  the 
cit}^  of  Tecumseh  in  the  spring  of  1840.  They  re- 
mained residents  there  until  their  decease,  dying 
within  a  month  of  each  other,  the  father  first,  in 
1875. 

The  primary  education  of  Dr.  Fisher  was  con- 
ducted in  the  schools  of  Tecumseh,  and  after  going 
through  the  High  School  he  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  Hamilton,  under  whose  instruction  he  read  medi- 
cine for  several  months  and  then  entered  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  the  medical  de- 
partment of  which  he  was  graduated.  Soon  after- 
ward he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Tecumseh,  in  wdiich  he  continued  activelj^  en- 
gaged until  his  fatal  illness;  his  death  occurred  on 
the  10th  of  May,  1879.  In  addition  to  his  exten- 
sive practice  he  held  a  half  interest  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness of  Fisher  &  Hendryx,  and  later,  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Dr.  H.  Baker.  The  firm  of  Fisher 
&  Baker  was  a  very  flourishing  one  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  Fisher. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  William  C.  Fisher  and  Miss 
Abbie  Murray  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  in  Tecumseh,  Jan.  1,  1860.     Mrs.  Fisher  is  a 


lady  of  gi'eat  culture  and  refinement,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  A.  Murray,  a  native  of  Vermont,  where  he 
lived  until  after  the  birth  of  his  daughter  Abbie, 
which  occurred  Sept.  14,  1838;  her  parents  are  no w^ 
deceased.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Fisher  had  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  adopted  a  little  girl,  w  ho  still  re- 
mains with  Mrs.  F.  The  family  residence,  a  hand- 
some and  commodious  brick  structure,  is  pleasantly 
located  on  Chicago  street,  and  considered  one  of  the 
most  attractive  features  of  the  tow^n. 

Dr.  Fisher  took  a  genuine  interest  in  the  building 
up  of  Tecumseh  and  the  prosperity  of  its  people, 
and  left  a  large  estate.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  influential  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,-  of  which  he  was  a  Trustee  for  many  years 
and  a  leader  of  the  choir;  he  also  officiated  as  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  He  served  on 
the  School  Board  as  Moderator  and  Director  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  particularly  interested  in 
educational  institutions,  aiding  by  his  means  and 
influence  the  establishment  of  schools  and  the  other 
means  adopted  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple both  young  and  old.  Politically,  he  was  in- 
clined to  be  conservative,  but  usually  voted  the 
Republican  ticket. 

ANIEL  KETCHUM,  conductor  on  the  De- 
troit division  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railroad,  is  one  of  the  vet- 
erans of  the  train  service  in  the  West,  be- 
ginning his  career  as  a  railroad  man  over  forty-five 
years  ago.  In  reward  for  his  long  term  of  faithful 
service  he  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  one  of 
the  most  skillful  and  reliable  men  engaged  in  that 
calling,  and  not  onl}^  numbers  a  host  of  warm 
friends  among  the  men  of  his  calling,  but  as  a  long- 
time resident  of  the  city  of  Adrian,  enjoys  the  es- 
teem and  coufidence  of  its  best  citizens. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Oct. 
19,  1828,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Daniel  and  Elea- 
nor (Barhydt)  Ketchum,  natives  respectively  of 
Winsted,  Conn.,  and  Schenectady,  N.  Y.^  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Jerome  Barhydt,  was  a  descend- 
ant of  an  excellent  old  family,  which  emigrated 
from  Holland  to  America  in  the  Colonial  days, 
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Avhile  tlie  Ketchiims  were  of  English  descent.  Dan- 
iel Ketchiim  and  his  wife,  soon  after  their  marriage, 
settled  in  a  modest  home  in  the  city  of  Schenectady, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  railroading,  and  where 
both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
])ublic  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  began  his  ca- 
reer as  a  railroad  man  with  the  Schenectady  &  Sar- 
atoga Railroad  Company,  where  he  was  employed 
in  switching  cars.  His  first  promotion  was  to  the 
position  of  fireman,  in  which  he  was  employed  dur- 
ing the  summer  season,  as  the  company  suspended 
operations  in  the  winter.  From  there  he  w^ent  into 
the  employ  of  the  Troy  &  Schenectady  Railroad 
Company,  entering  the^  office  at  Schenectady,  which 
he  kept  in  order  and  did  what  little  writing  there 
was  to  be  done.  His  next  step  upward  was  to  the 
position  of  baggage-master,  receiving  a  salary  of 
$25,  and  boarded  himself.  Mr.  Ketchum  next 
engaged  as  fireman  on  the  Troy  &  Saratoga  Rail- 
road, and  subsequently  entered  the  shops  in  Troy, 
where  he  became  an  expert  machinist,  and  before 
reaching  his  twenty-first  year  was  running  the  night 
engine  on  the  Troy  &  Schenectady  line.  His  next 
removal  was  to  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  for  a  year 
he  was  similarly  engaged,  and  he  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Buffalo  &  Erie  Railroad  Company, 
with  which  he  was  engaged  until  making  up  his 
mind  to  come  West. 

Mr.  Ketchum,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Adrian,  in 
the  spring  of  1855,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  as  engineer  of 
a  passenger  train  running  between  Adrian  and 
White  Pigeon,  but  some  months  later  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  the  work  on  account  of  failing  health, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  drug  business 
at  Adrian.  His  old  tastes,  however,  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  be  content  with  this  mode  of  life,  and  a 
year  later  found  him  back  at  his  old  business,  but  a 
step  higher  up,  as  he  had  been  promoted  to  passen- 
ger conductor,  which  position  he  has  held  now  for 
a  period  of  twenty-two  years. 

Mr.  Ketchum,  while  a  resident  of  Schenectady, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  E.   Rich- 
ards, the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home    of  the 
bride  on  the  5th  of  March,  1853.     Mrs.  Ketchum  is 
^    the  daughter  of  Ellis  and  Emeline  Richards,  natives 


of  Ashland,  Mass.  Mrs.  Ketchum  was  born  in 
Northboro,  that  State,  March  30,  1834,  and  her 
union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six 
children,  four  of  whom  found  early  graves.  Those 
surviving  are  Mrs.  W.  H.  Crane  and  Fannie  C. 

p  ON.  C0NSH:)ER  a.  STACY.  This  aged 
f^^  and  honored  citizen  of  Tecumseh  came  to 
Lenawee  County  the  year  before  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  was  admitted  into  the 
UrTion  as  a  State,  and  continued  the  pursuit  of  his 
law  studies,  which  he  completed  the  following  year. 
In  April,  1837,  he  was  admitted  to  practice,  and 
since  that  time  lias  been  a  bright  and  shining  light 
in  the  legal  profession  of  Southeastern  Michigan. 
He  is  the  offspring  of  an  old  and  honorable  family, 
which  settled  in  New  England  during  the  Colonial 
days  and  became  widely  and  favorably  known,  es- 
pecially throughout  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
His  father.  Dr.  Consider  H.  Stacy,  was  a  native  of 
New  Salem,  and  was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm 
which  had  been  in  possession  of  his  ancestors  for 
several  generations.  In  1814,  when  a  young  man, 
he  migrated  to  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  taught 
school  several  years  and  in  the  meantime  pursued 
the  study  of  medicine  with  the  noted  Dr.  Havens. 
The  father  of  our  subject  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  followed  it 
successfully  until  his  death,  in  1840.  The  year 
succeeding  his  arrival  in  Madison  County,  he  was 
married,  Aug.  21,  1815,  to  a  most  estimable  lady. 
Miss  Polly,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Polly  Bass,  of 
Hamilton,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  Consider  A.,  our  subject,  was 
the  eldest.  Mrs.  Polly  Stacy  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  in  1795,  and  departed  this  life  at  her  home 
in  Tecumseh,  in  1876. 

The  first  representative  of  the  Stacy  family  in 
this  country  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  Lincolnshire, 
England,  making  a  settlement  on  Cape  Ann,  Mass. 
The  male  members  of  the  family  were  largely  en- 
gaged as  sailors  and  farmers,  and  the  eldest  son  for 
generations  was  named  Consider,  after  the  custom 
of  the  old  Puritans  from  whom  they  sprang.  The 
Stacys  and  the  sons  and  brothers  of  the  Bass  family 
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served  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  army, 
Grandfather  Rufus  Stacy  fighting  directly  under 
Gen.  Stark  at  the  battle  of  Bennington.  He  was 
stationed  for  several  months  at  Ft.  Stanwix,  in  the 
wilderness,  where  the  city  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  is  now 
located.  The  great-grandfather,  eTonathan  Bass, 
served  with  the  Massachusetts  minute  men  at  Lex- 
ington and  Bunker  Hill,  and  subsequently  as  a  reg- 
ular in  the  Continental  army.  He  was  one  of  the 
'^forkjrn  hope"  under  Col.  Alexander  Hamilton, 
who  stormed  one  of  the  British  redoubts  at  York- 
town,  and  was  thus  instrumental  in  forcing  the  sur- 
render of  Lord  Cornwallis,  closing  his  services  in 
the  war  with  the  rank  of  Captain. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Hamilton, 
Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  elan.  6,  1H17,  and  had  only 
meager  opportunities  for  obtaining  an  education, 
l)ut  those  few  opportunities  were  improved  to  the 
utmost.  He  attended  the  ordinary  district  school 
until  he  was  eleven  years  old  and  was  then  admitted 
to  Hamilton  Academy,  where  he  continued  four 
years.  During  these  years  he  spent  his  spare  mo- 
ments mixing  pills  hi  his  father's  drug-store  and 
attending  the  post-office.  Dr.  Stacy  being  at  that 
time  Postmaster  under  Gen.  Jackson,  was  known 
as  a  ''buck-tail"  Democrat. 

Young  Stacy,  in  March,  1834,  when  seventeen 
years  of  age,  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Peter  Morey,  who  then  lived  at  Eaton,  N.  Y., 
whence  he  removed  in  1835,  to  Tecumseh,  this 
county.  In  August,  183G,  at  the  solicitation  of 
his  old  preceptor,  he  joined  him  here,  and  has  now 
been  familiarly  known  to  the  people  of  this  region 
for  over  fifty  years.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he 
entered  Mr.  Morey 's  office,  where  he  completed 
his  law  studies  and  subsecpient^y  became  the  part- 
ner of  Mr.  M.,  who  had  then  been  appointed  At- 
torney General  of  the  State. 

The  evident  talent  and  studious  habits  of  the 
young  attorne^y  secured  hiin  a  ready  passport  to  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  this  section. 
In  1838  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serv- 
ing in  this  office  four  years.  In  183!)  he  became 
the  partner  of  Fernando  C.  Beaman,  who  is  widely 
known  throughout  Southeastern  Michigan,  and  con- 
tinued with  him  until  the  latter  removed  to  Adrian. 
In  1844  Mr.  Stacy  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Pro- 


bate  Court  of  Lenawee  County,  and  was  twice  re- 
elected, serving  in  that  capacity  three  full  terms, 
or  twelve  years.  In  1845  he  formed  a  partnershij) 
with  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  now  President  of  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Commission,  which  continued 
three  years.  In  1849  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Ransom,  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Lenawee  County, 
nnd  held  this  office  until  the  new  constitution 
of  1850  came  into  force.  In  the  latter  year  he 
was  a[)pointed  by  Gov.  McClelland,  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  and  rendered 
efficient  service  in  organizing  the  State  Normal 
School  and   erecting   the   first  building  for  its  use. 

Mr.  Stacy  served  on  the  School  Board  of  Tecum- 
seh twenty -six  successive  years,  filling  the  positions 
at  different  times  of  Moderator  and  Director.  The 
consolidation  of  three  separate  school  districts  in  the 
village  into  the  present  Union  District  was  accom- 
plished tiirough  his  efforts.  In  1852  he  entered 
into  a  law  j)artnership  with  Edwin  B.  Wood,  of 
Tecumseli,  which  continued  twenty  years.  In  the 
meantime,  in  1858,  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee 
for  Congress  in  this  Congressional  district,  but  was 
defeated  by  Henry  Waldron,  of  Hillsdale,  the  Re- 
publican candidate.  In  18G7,  Scovel  C.  Stacy, 
the  son  of  our  subject,  having  been  admitted  to  the 
bar,  father  and  son  formed  a  partnership  under  the 
linn  name  of  C.  A.  &  S.  C.  Stacy,  and  in  January, 
1870,  the  firm  removed  its  office  to  Adrian,  still 
continuing  to  reside,  however,  at  Tecumseh.  The 
following  year  the  son  returned  to  Tecumseh  £.nd 
established  a  l)ranch  law  office,  the  management  of 
which  he  continued  until  in  November,  1874,  when, 
l)ecoming  interested  in  the  newspaper  business,  he 
})urchased  the  Tecumseh  Herald^  with  which  he  is 
now  connected. 

Judge  Stacy  continued  his  Adrian  law  office  un- 
til 1872,  and  then  became  the  partner  of  William 
A.  Underwood,  with  whom  he  continued  about 
seven  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  his 
younger  son,  James  A.,  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  father  and  brother,  had  been  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  father  and  son  formed  a  partnership 
which  continued  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in 
April,  1881.  James  A.  at  this  time  was  also  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Adrian. 
Judge  Stacy  in  the  winter  of   1883-84v deeming  it 
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wise  to  concentrate  his  business,  closed  up  the 
office  at  Adrian  and  gave  his  whole  attention  to  his 
practice  in  Tecumseh.  In  June,  1886,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  Frederick  Rosecrans,  as 
Postmaster,  the  name  of  Judge  Stacy  was  sent  to 
the  President  with  the  recommendation  of  Con- 
gressman Eldredge,  and  the  appointment  promptly 
endorsed  by  President  Cleveland  was  as  promptly 
confirmed  by  the  Senate.  Judge  Stacy  assumed 
control  of  the  office  on  the  1st  of  August,  1886, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

Judge  Stacy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  M.  Walker,  of  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
19,  1838,  and  a  few  daj^s  afterward  started  with  his 
bride  for  his  new  home  in  Michigan.  Mrs.  Stacy 
is  the  daughter  of  David  Shapley  and  Lois  Walker, 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom  but  three  are 
living,  namely:  Scovel  C,  proprietor  of  the  Tecum- 
seh Herald\  L.  Loana,  who  is  principal  assistant  in 
the  Tecumseh  post-office,  and  George  N.,  who  holds 
an  important  position  in  the  office  of  the  News  and 
Advocate  at  Elgin,  111.  One  son,  Alphonso  D., 
was  killed  by  the  cars  in  Tecumseh,  Dec,  16,  1876, 
when  twenty- six  years  of  age.  James  A.,  as  al- 
ready stated,  died  April  9,  1881,  while  Mayor  of 
Adrian,  and  two  little  girls  died  in  infancy. 

Although  Judge  vStacy  has  more  than  counted  his 
threescore  years  and  ten,  he  enjoys  good  health  and 
his  mental  faculties  are  unimpaired.  His  life  has 
been  a  remarkably  active  and  busy  one,  and  he  has 
hosts  of  friends  all  over  the  county,  who  will  pray 
that  time  may  continue  to  deal  gently  with  him 
while  he  passes  down  tlie  sunset  hill  of  life.  The 
Judge's  family  are  mostly  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church  at  Tecumseh. 


UGUSTUS  F.  DANIELS,  the  proprietor  of 
O  a  fine  farm  with  good  improvements,  has 
ll\  been  a  resident  of  Madison  Township  for 
the  last  forty-four  years.  He  has  by  his 
enterprise  and  industry  established  himself  in  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  this  section 
and  is  regard(^d  by  all  as  a  most  worthy  and  useful 
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citizen.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  among 
the  hills  of  the  Old  Granite  State,  where  he  was 
born  March  12,  1815,  in  Hillsboro  County.  From 
there,  w^hen  a  young  man  twenty  years  of  age,  he 
migrated  to  Rensselaer,  N.  Y.,  and  occupied  him- 
self as  a  cooper,  which  trade  he  had  learned  from 
his  father  in  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Daniels,  however,  about  1838  believed  that 
he  could  better  his  condition  by  removing  farther 
westward,  and  accordingly  left  the  Empire  State 
and  came  to  Michigan,  locating  first  in  Medina 
Township,  in  the  extreme  southwestern  part  of  this 
count3%  where  he  followed  farming  and  coopering 
for  a  i)eriod  of  four  years.  Thence  he  removed  to 
Madison,  spending  three  years  in  the  latter  place, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Adrian  and  engaged  in 
carpentering,  to  which  he  seemed  naturally  adapted. 
He  was  remarkably  handy  with  tools  and  without 
serving  a  very  lengthy  apprenticeship  became  a 
skilled  mechanic.  He  put  up  as  many  as  twenty 
houses  in  Adrian  and  then,  deciding  upon  another 
change  of  occupation,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
in  Madison  Township,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Here  he  has  labored  with  his 
usual  good  judgment,  and  he  at  least  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  results. 

Mr.  Daniels,  before  leaving  New  England,  was 
married  first  to  Miss  Mary  Ranney,  a  native  of 
Ashfield,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  where  the  wedding- 
took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  three  children,  namely:  Martha, 
now  the  wife  of  Tunis  J.  Carter,  of  Seneca  Town- 
ship; George,  who  married  Mrs.  I^ouisa  Taylor,  and 
lives  in  Morenci;  and  Frendino  E.,  who  married 
Miss  Mary  Riter,  and  is  engaged  at  masonry  in 
Cambridge  Township.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Madison 
Township,  in  January,  1878. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1880,  our  subject  was 
a  second  time  married,  to  Mrs.  Loretta  L., 
daughter  of  Francis  and  Betsey  E.  (Carpenter) 
Howard,  and  widow  of  John  F.  Sammons,  who  died 
in  Rome  Township,  May  19,  1879.  Mrs.  Daniels 
was  born  in  Starkey,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  15, 
1833.  Her  parents  came  to  Lenawee  County  in 
1837,  settling  in  Rome  Township,  where  the  father 
died  May  29,  1884;  the  mother  is  still  living  and 
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has  arrived  at  an  advanced  age.  The  parental 
family  included  five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Daniels 
is  the  eldest.  The  father  of  John  F.  Sammons, 
Sampson  Sammons  b}^  name,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  county  and  established  one  of  the  first  hotels 
at  Adrian,  where  he  officiated  as  •'  mine  host"  for 
a  period  of  forty  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  George  and 
Nancy  (Smith)  Daniels,  natives  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  after  their  marriage  settled  in  Hillsboro 
County,  N.  11.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  elder  Daniels  followed  the  coop- 
er's trade,  the  most  of  his  life,  although  the 
possessor  of  a  farm  upon  which  he  lived  and  super- 
intended its  cultivation.  The  parental  household 
included  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
ture years,  but  are  now  all  deceased   except  three. 
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^  AMES  MORELAND,  a  retired  foundryman 
and  machinist  of  Adrian,  who  now  holds  the 
position  of  resident  engineer  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  steam  and  water  supply,  at 
the  State  Reform  School  for  Girls,  is  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  was  born  on  the  14tli  of  February, 
1816,  in  County  Down,  Ireland.  His  father,  also 
James  Moreland,  was  born  in  the  same  place, 
where  he  was  a  farmer,  and  owned  and  operated  a 
farm,  where  his  father,  also  of  the  same  name,  lived 
and  died. 

The  wife  of  James  Moreland  (1st)  was  Ann 
Scott,  who  was  born  in  the  same  count}'  as  her 
husband.  The  ancestors  of  the  Moreland  family 
came  from  Scotland,  during  the  time  of  the  relig- 
ious persecution,  and  the  name  was  taken  from  the 
moorland  in  the  loAvlands  of  tliat  country.  James 
Moreland  (2d)  married  INIiss  Margaret  Curr}'. 
about  the  year  1788,  by  whom  he  had  six  children. 
His  first  wife  died  about  the  year  1804,  and  about 
two  years  afterward  he  married  Miss  Fannie  Magee, 
by  whom  he  had  six  chihlren,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  James,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  being 
the  third  son  and  fifth  child.  Mrs.  Fannie  More- 
land  was  born  in  County  Antrim  in  1 780,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Magee,  of  Scotch  extraction.  Her 
ancestors  were  among  the  first  to  fiee  from  persecu- 


tion in  Scotland,  and  they  settled  on  an  island  upon 
the  coast  of  Ireland,  called  Island  Magee,  but  it  is 
not  known  whether  the  family  named  the  island,  or 
the  island  named  the  family.  Her  mother  was  Miss 
Anuabella  Salton,  also  of  Scotch  ancestry.  James 
Moreland  (2d)  died  on  his  farm  where  he  was  born, 
in  1828,  while  his  wife  died  in  the  same  place  in 
1842. 

Our  subject  Uved  at  home  until  he  was  about 
fourteen  years  old,  when  he  was  bound  out  to  learn 
the  linen- weaver's  trade  with  a  relative  and  name- 
sake, in  his  native  county.  He  followed  weaving 
about  two  years,  and  in  1837  went  to  the  histor- 
ical town  of  Ft.  Patrick,  on  the  coast  of  Scotland, 
where  for  nearly  two  years  he  worked  upon  the 
improvements  the  Government  was  then  making 
in  the  harbor.  In  the  fall  of  1831)  he  returned  to 
Ireland,  and  remained  until  the  following  spring, 
when  he  went  back  to  Scotland  and  worked  in  a 
large  iron  foundry,  where  smelting  machinery  was 
manufactured. 

Mr.  "Moreland  came  to  the  United  States  in  1841, 
and  to  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1843,  stopping  first 
in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  remained  one  year, 
and   then  came   to    Adrian,   where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a   wheelwright,   and  later  that  of    wagon 
and  carriage  making.     After  completing  his  trade 
he  formed  a   partnership   with   William  Nixon,  for 
the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  carriages  in  Adrian. 
At  the  end  of  four  years  this  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  Mr.  Moreland   then  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing hub-boring  and    mortising   machines,  of 
which  he   was   the  patentee.     After  continuing  in 
this  business  a  long  time  he  formed  a  joint  stock 
company  for  the   manufacture  of  these  goods,  but 
owing  to  bad  management  the  company  was  com- 
pelled to  close  its   works  and  go  out  of  existence. 
After  this  Mr.  Moreland  engaged  as  a  machinist  in 
the    shops    of  the   Michigan   Southern    &    Indiana 
Rjulway  which  were  located   in   Adrian,   and  con- 
tinued in  its  service  two  years.     He  then  formed  a 
partnership   with   Samuel  Stephenson,  of    Hudson, 
and   bought  a  foundry  and   machine-shop  in  that 
village  in  1863.     There  they  manufactured  station- 
ary engines  and  agricultural  implements,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  business  about  three  years,  when  the 
establislunent  was  transfonne(l  into  a  gristmill,  of 
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which  Stephenson  &  Moreland  continued  the  pro- 
prietors. In  1881  Mr.  Moreland  leased  his  inter- 
est in  the  mill  to  Mr.  Stephenson,  who  is  conduct- 
ing the  business  at  the  present  time.  In  the  month 
of  August,  1881,  Mr.  Moreland  secured  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  steam  heating  and  water 
supply,  at  the  State  Reform  School  for  Girls,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  holds  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of 
this  sketch. 

May  30,  1849,  Mr.  Moreland  was  married  to 
Miss  Ann,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  (Small) 
Stephenson,  of»  County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  and 
they  have  had  four  children,  as  follows:  Fannie 
Jane,  born  in  Adrian,  April  21,  1850;  Robert  S., 
born  Feb.  8,  1854;  James  H.,  Feb.  19,  1857,  and 
William  T.,  born  in  Hudson,  July  7,  1864.  Mrs. 
Ann  Moreland  was  born  in  County  Monaghan, 
Ireland,  in  1829,  and  died  in  Hudson,  this  county, 
in  1871.  She  was  a  sister  of  Dr.  R.  and  John 
Stephenson,  of  Adrian,  and  came  to  America  with 
her  brother  John  in  1847.  She  was  a  good  wife  and 
kind  mother,  and  her  children  cherish  her  memory, 
while  her  good  counsel  and  watchful,  tender  care 
are  still  remembered  by  them  all.  On  the  14th  of 
May,  1873,  Mr.  Moreland  was  again  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Yund,  of 
Moscow,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Olive  Strong,  of  Lansingburg,  N.  Y. 
She  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1832,  and 
settled  in  Washtenaw  Count}^ 

y;ILLIAM  F.  KING.  The  names  of  those 
men  who  lent  their  aid  in  the  building  up 
^Jf^  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Adrian  will  be  re- 
membered by  a  grateful  posterity  long  after  their 
clay  tenements  have  crumbled  into  dust.  No  man 
can  count  his  life  as  having  been  in  vain  who  has 
established  a  business  upon  a  firm  basis,  and  contrib- 
uted to  the  advancement  of  a  city  by  erecting 
buildings  which  will  remain  as  a  monument  to  his 
industry  and  enterprise  long  after  he  has  passed 
away.  These  thoughts  are  naturally  suggested  in 
contemplating  the  career  of  the  honored  citizen 
whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and 
who  was  born  and  reared   among  the  Scottish    hills 
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in  the  county  of  Stirling,  where  he  began  life  Sept. 
11,  1832.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Christina  (Archi- 
bald) King,  people  of  blameless  lives  and  modest 
means,  were  also  of  Scottish  birth  and  parentage, 
and  spent  their  entire  lives  on  their  native  soil. 
The  father  was  principally  engaged  as  a  general 
merchant  and  died  in  1836,  while  the  mother  passed 
away  in  1853. 

Young  King  completed  his  common -school  edu- 
cation at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  then  re- 
paired to  the  cit}^  of  Stirling  to  learn  the  watch- 
maker's trade.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper 
and  interesting  to  note  his  surroundings  during  the 
six  years  which  he  spent  in  this  famous  old  cit}^ 
Stirling,  in  the  beauty  of  its  site,  rivals  Edinburgh, 
being  located  at  the  declivity  of  an  abrupt  hill 
where  a  spacious  main  street  leads  to  the  castle  which 
was  the  favorite  residence  of  James  V.,  and  con- 
tains the  palace  and  parliament  house  built  by  him. 
From  this  castle  is  obtained  a  view  unequaled  for 
beauty  in  all  Britain.  Among  other  consi)icuous 
structures  is  the  church  in  which  James  YI.,  the  son 
of  Mary  Stuart,  was  crowned,  together  with  the 
remains  of  various  ancient  ecclesiastical  edifices, 
and  old  walls  and  bridges  of  historic  fame.  Not 
far  from  Stirling  was  fought,  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1314,  the  famous  battle  of  Bannockburn. 

After  leaving  Stirling,  where  he  had  worked  a 
yeai'  as  a  journeyman  after  completing  his  appren- 
ticeship, Mr.  King  went  to  Grennock  on  the  Clyde, 
and  was  employed  there  at  his  trade  nearly  three 
years.  In  1856  he  resolved  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
and  seek  in  the  New  World  a  fulfillment  of  those 
ambitions  which  he  seemed  little  likely  to  realize 
upon  his  native  soil.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
country,  he  made  his  way  directly  westward  to  this 
county,  and  at  once  found  employment  with  a  Mr. 
J.  J.  Newell,  of  Adrian,  with  whom  he  remained  as 
assistant  until  the  fall  of  1861,  and  was  then  taken 
into  partnership  by  his  employer. 

Tlie  firm  of  Newell  &  King  continued  until 
May,  1863,  when  the  junior  partner  withdrew,  and 
in  company  with  James  Thompson,  embarked  in  the 
jewelry  and  watch-making  business,  continuing  un- 
til in  December,  1871.  In  the  meantime  they  had 
erected  the  fine  brick  store  on  the  south  side  of 
Maumee  street,  and  upon  the  dissolution  of  the 
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partnership,  Mr.  King  opened  a  jewelry  and  book 
store,  which  he  carried  on  until  1878,  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  principally  to  the  jewehy  busi- 
ness. In  188G  he  made  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in 
Scotland,  which,  asrnay  naturally  be  supposed,  had 
during  the  period  of  his  thirty  years'  absence  greatly 
changed,  many  of  his  old  friends  having  passed 
away,  while  strangers  filled  their  places.  There  was 
a  satisfaction,  however,  in  wandering  over  the  old 
tramping  gronnd,  and  he  returned  with  a  sense  of 
melancholy  pleasure  which  can  only  be  appreciated 
by  those  who  are  placed   in  similar   circnmstances. 

Tlie  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Pegler,  a  native  of  London,  Ontario,  Can- 
ada, wliere  her  birth  took  place  Oct.  21,  18^)4. 
AVhile  still  an  infant  her  parents  came  to  Monroe 
Connty,  this  State,  bnt  subsequently  removed  to 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where  the}^  lived  until  184U, 
and  then  returned  to  Michigan  and  died  in  the  city 
of  Monroe.  Tlieir  daughter,  Sarah  M.,  continued 
with  them  until  her  marriage  with  our  subject, 
which  was  celebrated  in  Adrian,  June  4,  1860. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children, 
namely:  S.  Helen,  William  F.,  Charles  E.  and  Jes- 
sie L  The  King  residence  is  one  of  the  old  land- 
marks of  the  city,  a  handsome  and  substantial 
building,  with  attractive  surroundings  and  all  the 
appliances  of  refinement  and  ample  means. 

Mr.  King  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs 
and  uniformly  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  An 
ample  proportion  of  his  capital  has  been  expended 
in  the  erection  of  several  valuable  buildings  in  the 
city,  which  are  mostly  occupied  by  business  firms. 


ICHARD  C.  FULLER.  Among  the  men 
1^^  who  have  fallen  into  what  appeared  their 
L\  v|  natural  niche  in  life,  the  subject  of  this  his- 
^@)  to ry  is  an  admirable  and  worthy  example. 
For  many  years  he  has  represented  the  saw  and  grist 
mill  interests  of  Fairfield  and  vicinity,  and  has  a 
thorough  understanding  of  his  business  and  the 
natural  qualifications  necessary  for  its  successful 
prosecution. 

Mr.  Fiilh^r  came  to  this  point  from  Toledo,  Ohio, 
in  1871,  to  settle  permanently,  and  put  up  the  build- 


ings in  which  he  is  now  carrying  on  business.  As- 
sociated Avith  him  at  that  time  was  Robert  Seger, 
whose  interest  he  afterward  purchased  and  has  since 
Carried  on  the  business  alone.  At  this  he  has  had  a 
thorough  experience,  beginning  when  a  young  man 
the  operation  of  a  mill  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y. 
At  the  same  time  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and 
continued  there  until  the  fall  of  1853,  when  he  made 
his  way  to  the  West,  and  first  set  foot  in  Lenawee 
County.  He  first  followed  bridge  building  for  a 
few  months,  and  then  returned  east  as  far  as  Vigo 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  sawmill 
about  a  year,  after  which  he  made  his  permanent 
residence  in  this  count3^  In  the  meantime  he  had 
visited  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, Utah,  Idaho  and  Montana,  engaging  in  min- 
ing considerably,  and  gaining  a  useful  experience 
while  noting  the  different  manners  and  customs 
of  i)eople  from  various  portions  of  the  globe. 

Richard  C.  Fuller  was  the  youngest  of  eleven 
children,  the  offspring  of  Martin  and  Martha  (Law- 
rence) Fuller,  natives  of  New  York  State.  After 
marriage  they  crossed  over  into  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  where  Martin  Fuller  engaged  in  farming, 
and  with  his  estimable  wife,  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Cramahe,  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario,  April  16,  1833,  and  spent  his  early 
years  at  the  farm  of  his  father.  Upon  reaching  the 
twenty-first  year  of  his  age,  he  made  his  way  to  the 
Empire  State,  and  locating  in  Orleans  County,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  milling  until  setting  out  for 
Southeastern  Michigan. 

Mr.  Fuller  was  married  first  in  Vigo  County,  Ind., 
to  Miss  Mary  Sho waiter,  a  native  of  that  State,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  a  daughter,  Katie  M.  T.,who  is 
now  engaged  in  the  photograph  business  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.  Mrs.  Mary  Fuller  departed  this  life 
at  the  home  of  her  husband  in  Medina  Township  in 
1(S63.  Mr.  Fuller  was  married  the  second  time,  in 
Adrian,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Collins,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  this 
county  in  185^4.  She  remained  with  the  latter 
until  her  marriage,  receiving  a  fair  education,  and 
becoming  familiar  with  the  duties  that  would  fit  her 
for  a  worthy  wife  and  mother.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  have  been  born  five  children, 
namely:  Martin  A.,  Francis  A.,  Carrie,  Martha  and 
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Elgin.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Fuller  were  natives  of 
New  York,  and  the  father  now  lives  at  Adrian. 
The  mother  died  in  February,  1886. 

Mr.  Fuller,  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  politically,  a  Republican.  He  has 
little  to  do  with  public  affairs,  however,  preferring 
to  give  his  attention  to  his  business  and  his  family. 


'  ACOB  C.  GAMBEE,  farmer  and  carpenter, 
residing  on  section  16,  Dover  Township,  is 
the  son  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  (Kaiser)  Gam- 
bee,  both  of  vvhom  are  natives  of  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.  They  were  reared  and  married  in 
their  native  county,  and  after  marriage  lived  there 
for  awhile,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Reed  Town- 
ship, Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they  resided  until  the 
death  of  the  husband  and  father,  which  occurred 
March  29,  1884.  Mrs.  Oambee  is  now  living  in 
Ionia,  Mich.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  names  of 
the  children  are:  Mary,  Jacob  C,  Charles,  Sarah  A., 
Samuel  and  Christina  A. 

J.  C.  Gambee,  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  30,  1838,  and  was  only 
two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  Ohio. 
He  there  attended  the  public  schools,  and  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm,  remaining  at  home  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then  apprenticed  him- 
self to  a  carpenter  for  a  term  of  thi  ee  years.  Soon 
after  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship,  the  late 
Rebellion  broke  out,  and  in  September,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  what  was  known  as  Hoffman's  Battalion, 
and  was  employed  in  garrison  duty  on  Johnston 
Island,  Ohio,  for  two  years,  after  which  the  battal- 
ion was  absorbed  in  Company  D,  128th  Ohio  In- 
fantry. He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  in  June,  1865.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  John 
L.  Shirey,  and  carried  on  the  business  of  cabinet- 
making  for  a  short  time,  when  he  sold  out.  In 
April,  1866,  he  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  worked 
by  the  day,  carpentering  or  farming,  for  nearly  two 
years. 

Mr.  Gambee  was  married  in  Dover  Township  in 
-«#i — ^ — ^ 


1868,  December  31,  to  Miss  Deborah  Sutton,  the 
daughter  of  Pharis  and  Hannah  (Foote)  Sutton,  of 
whom  a  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Mrs.  Gambee  was  born  in  North  Adams  Township, 
Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  July  6,  1838. 

Mr.  Gambee,  after  his  marriage,  purchased  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres  on  section  16,  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  erected  a 
good  residence  and  other  buildings,  and  has  a  pleas- 
ant and  comfortable  home.  He  followed  his  trade 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  after  coming  to  Dover 
until  the  spring  of  1886,  but  since  then  has  devoted 
his  attention  entirely  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gambee  are  most  excellent  people, 
possessing  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  their  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintances.  Socially,  Mr.  Gambee  is  a 
member  of  Clayton  Lodge  No.  278,  A.  F.  <k  A.  M., 
and  of  Rowley  Post  No.  358,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Clayton. 
Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  votes  uniformly 
and  conscientioMsly  with  that  party. 


^^  HARLES  F.  SMITH  is  the  owner  of  a  well- 
ill  improved  farm  of  120  acres  on  section  16, 
"^^y  of  Ridgeway  Township.  In  1843,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  settled  on  his  farm,  which 
was  then  an  unbroken  wilderness.  At  the  time  of 
purchase  he  could  pay  only  |50,  but  he  has  since 
improved  his  land,  paid  every  dollar  on  it,  and  has 
also  bought  good  property  in  Tecumseh.  Mr.  Smith 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1821.  His  par- 
ents were  John  and  Alice  (Flockton)  Smith,  the 
former,  a  farmer  in  Yorkshire  all  his  life,  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  His  wife  afterward 
came  to  tliis  country,  and  died  at  the  home  of  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  or  Church  of 
England. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  Charles  began  to 
earn  his  own  living  at  agricultural  labor.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  coming  westward  to  this  State, 
located  at  once  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  in  Ridge- 
way Township,  which  was  a  portion  of  the  school 
section,  and  bought  by  hira  when  those  lands  camo 
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into  the  market.  He  was  married,  in  Ridge  way,  to 
Miss  Ellen  Liipton,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Cooper)  Lupton,  who  had  come  to  America  from 
England,  their  native  home,  when  Ellen  was  but 
two  years  old,  and  first  located  in  Detroit,  where 
her  father  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  Later 
her  parents  came  to  Ridge  way,  purchased  land,  and 
made  it  their  home  until  their  death.  Mrs.  fSmith 
lived  at  home  until  attaining  womanhood,  receiving 
her  education  in  the  district  schools  of  this  country. 
She  is  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  as  follows: 
Mary,  wife  of  Meeker  Hines,  who  is  living  in  Ridge- 
way;  Albert,  who  took  to  wife  Miss  Tilda  Miller, 
and  is  residing  on  a  farm  in  Ridgeway ;  Horace, 
who  married  Miss  Nettie  Larabee,  and  is  living  on 
a  farm  in  this  township;  and  Darius,  Lena  and 
Charlie,  who  are  at  home;  the  other  five  are  dead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Smith  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  S.  is  a  Prohibi- 
tionist, feeling  that  in  the  total  suppression  of  the 
liquor  traflfic  lies  the  only  salvation  for  many  of  his 
unfortunate  fellowmen,  whose  appetites  are  destroy- 
ing them. 

Vf  /  OIIN  LANDON  set  out  for  the  West  in  the 
spring  of  1848,  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  com- 
ing  into  this  county  located  in  the  w^oods 
(^//  upon  ground  which  was  afterward  included 
in  Rowland  Township,  where  he  lived  for  a  period 
of  forty  years.  He  reclaimed  200  acres  from  the 
wilderness,  brought  the  soil  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  in  the  course  of  time  provided  himself 
with  all  the  modern  conveniences  for  farming. 

Mr.  Land  on  possessed  in  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  the  resolution  and  industry  required  to  make 
pioneer  life  a  success,  and  has  become  the  owner  of 
a  fine  proy^erty  which  enables  him  to  spend  his  de- 
clining years  in  the  midst  of  ease  and  plenty.  He 
was  located  near  the  banks  of  Round  Lake,  and 
after  the  country  was  settled  up,  provided  boats  to 
ply  thereon  for  the  convenience  of  picnic  parties 
and  other  excursionists.  He  was  then  married  and 
with  his  estimable  wife  had  his  full  sliare  of  the 
trials  and  hardships  of  life  in  a  new  settlement, 
The  women  of  those  days  possessed  the  brave  and 
intrepid    spirits   of   their    husbands,  and    labored 


equally  with  them  in  building  up  the  homestead  and 
providing  themselves  with  the  necessaries  of  life. 
Mrs.  Landon,  in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  would 
often  by  the  aid  of  her  dog  chase  a  deer  into  the 
lake  and  keep  it  there  until  Mr.  L.  came  home  to 
complete  its  capture  and  prepare  it  for  the  future 
consumption  of  the  family. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  29,  1811,  and  is  the  son 
of  Silas  Landon,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  whose 
father,  John  Landon,  removed  from  that  State  to 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  had  been 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family,  and  Grand- 
mother Landon  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  about 
the  same  age  as  her  husband.  Their  son  Silas  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  and  later  in  life  re- 
moved to  Tompkins  County,  where  he  spent  his  last 
years,  dying  Sept.  5,  1830,  at  the  age  of  about 
forty  years. 

Young  Landon  continued  wn'th  his  parents  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  was  then  married  to  Miss 
Lucretia,  daughter  of  Michael  Handy,  of  Vermont, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in  farming 
[)ursuits.  Mrs.  Lucretia  Landon  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, March  11,  1810,  and  died  at  her  home  in  this 
county,  Jan.  27,  1874.  She  had  become  the  mother 
of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Silas  was  born  Aug.  3,  1833,  is  married  and  the 
father  of  five  children  living,  and  lives  in  Clayton; 
Wealthy  was  born  April  13,  1835,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 23  following;  Wealthy  (2d)  w^as  born  April  20, 
1837,  and  is  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Griffin,  of  Ohio, 
and  the  mother  of  six  children;  Cornelia  was  born 
March  2,  1842,  became  the  wife  of  H.  Crandall,  of 
Round  Lake,  and  died  April  29,  1876;  Lewis  was 
l)orn  July  30,  1847,  is  married  and  a  resident  of 
Addison.  Mr.  Landon  was  a  second  time  married, 
in  1874,  to  Mrs  Jane  (Grandy)  Crane,  daughter  of 
Edmund  Grandy,  and  widow  of  Amos  R.  Crane, 
who  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  and  subsequently 
removed  to  New  York  State.  Her  parents  came 
to  this  county  in  1848,  locating  in  Raisin  Township, 
where  they  died  when  about  seventy-four  years  of 
age.  Their  household  included  a  family  of  fifteen 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living  and  Mrs. 
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Land  on  is  next  to  the  youngest.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Amos  R.  Crane  in  Raisin  Township, 
and  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children — Charles  H., 
Dorcas  J.  and  Mattie  A.  Charles  H.  Avas  born  in 
Adrian,  Nov.  28,  1853,  and  is  now  married  and  the 
father  of  one  child;  Dorcas  J.  was  born  Jan.  14, 
1856,  and  is  the  wife  of  R.  G.  Gidley,  a  farmer  of 
Gratiot  County,  and  the  mother  of  one  son,  John 
G.;  Mattie  A.  was  born  Nov.  30,  1869,  and  is  liv- 
ing at  home. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Nancy  Beadle.  She  was  born  in  Delaware 
Count}^,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Rollin  Township,  this 
county,  in  1873,  aged  about  seventy  years.  Her 
father,  Abraham  Beadle,  was  a  New  Yorker  by  birth, 
and  conducted  a  hotel  at  Middleton,  where  he  died 
when  ninety-two  years  of  age.  His  wife  also  died 
at  an  advanced  age.  Mrs.  Landon's  mother  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Dorcas  Dean,  of  New  York,  who 
died  in  Raisin  aged  about  seventy-four  years.  Mr. 
Land  on  is  an  old-school  Jackson  Democrat  in 
politics. 


,^^v^ 


^1^- 


^5*;^ 


[U      tiers 
JL^  Lem 


=5^^]DAYARD  F.  MUIR,  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
rs  of  the  town  of  Clinton  and  this  part  of 
IfCnawee  County,  is  by  birth  a  native  of 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  on  the  30th  of  March,  1828.  He 
was  reared  amid  the  quiet  scenes  of  farm  life,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  after 
which  he  learned  the  trade  of  distiller,  whicli  he  fol- 
lowed some  years.  In  1854,  during  the  California 
gold  excitement,  he  started,  via  the  L^thmus,  for 
that  land  of  promise,  and  upon  arriving  there  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  brewing  business  and  followed 
it  for  eighteen  months.  This  experience  satisfied 
him  in  regard  to  that  section  of  country,  and  he  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  took  up  farming,  in  whicli 
he  was  occupied  for  the  three  years  following.  He 
then  abandoned  agriculture  and  established  himself 
in  the  meat  trade,  in  which  he  accumulated  a  small 
fortune,  dealing  mostly  with  local  orders.  He  in- 
vested the  greater  portion  of  his  capital  in  village 
property,  and  is  consequently  one  of   the  leading 
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men,  and  intimately  connected  with  its  various  in- 
terests. His  residence  is  one  of  the  handsomest 
and  most  valuable  in  the  town,  and  comprises  a 
home  replete  with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Muir,  Oct.  5,  1852,  was  married,  in  Clinton, 
to  Miss  Lucy  Corey,  who  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  came  to  this  county  with  her  par- 
ents when  but  a  child.  Of  this  union  there  have 
been  born  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  early 
childhood.  Arthur  W.  is  successfully  operating  the 
business  of  his  father  at  the  old  stand ;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Etta  Stan  field,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren— Frank  and  Blanche.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of 
C.  W.  Johnson,  a  resident  of  Detroit,  and  an  agent 
for  the '' Associated  Press;"  they  have  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Nina.  Mina  L.  is  [at  home  with  her 
parents.  Mrs.  Muir,  with  her  two  daughters,  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
M.,  politically,  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat. 
During  the  Mexican  War  he  enlisted  in  the  1st 
Michigan  Lifantry,  but  saw  no  active  service,  being 
in  ill-health  much  of  the  time. 

Mrs.  Muir  was  born  in  the  town  of  Alcott,  Niagara 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  1,  1829.  She  is  the  sixth  child 
and  second  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary  (Coats) 
Corey,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  this  county  when 
her  daughter  Lucy  was  a  child  seven  years  of  age. 
She  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  of  New  England  par- 
entage, and  a  lady  of  deep  piety,  being  the  greater 
part  of  her  life  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Her  parents'  household  included  six  sons 
and  two  daughters.  The  Corey  family  came  to 
Michigan  in  1836,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Frank- 
lin Township,  where  the  wife  and  mother  died  the 
followhig  year.  Levi  Corey  was  the  second  time 
married,  making  an  alliance  with  Miss  Mary  Rich- 
ardson, by  which  they  became  the  parents  of  one 
son  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  and 
residents  of  this  county. 

After  a  residence  of  Hve  years  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship, Mr.  Corey  took  up  his  residence  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Clinton,  where  he  established  a  brickyard, 
which  was  probably  the  second  institution  of  its 
kind  in  that  locality.  He  lived  to  an  advanced 
age,  retaining  his  activity  and  energy  in  a  remark- 
able manner,  and  died  in  March,  1874,  when  eighty- 

mmmi^mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 


f 


^.^♦« 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


360 


i 


six  years  old.     Mrs.  Mary  Corey  is  still  liviiio-,  ;uul 
makes  her  home  with  a  daughter  in  Clinton. 

Mrs.  Muir  was  seven  years  old  when  she  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents.  She  took  kindly  to  her 
books  and  acquired  an  excellent  education,  and  for 
several  years  before  her  marriage  was  engaged  as 
a  teacher. 


I  DMUND  R.  SMITH.  The  farm  belonging  to 
this  gentleman,  one  of  the  best  conducted 
^  and  most  attractive  in  Ridgeway  Township, 
became  his  property  nearl}^  twenty  years  ago,  and 
the  indications  are  that  he  has  made  excellent  use 
of  his  time.  The  fields  are  conveniently  laid  off 
and  neatly  fenced,  and  the  residence  and  out-build- 
ings, of  the  best  description,  are  put  up  in  a  tasty 
and  substantial  manner,  combining  beauty  and  util- 
ity in  the  most  attractive  form.  The  homestead 
includes  eighty  acres  of  land,  fairly  stocked  with 
good  grades  of  domestic  animals,  and,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say,  provided  with  all  the  implements 
for  carrying  on  agriculture  after  the  most  approved 
methods.  Mr.  Smith,  besides  this  property  on  sec- 
tion 35,  owais  forty  acres  on  section  2,  and  ninety 
acres  on  section  1,  in  Ridgeway  Township. 

Our  subject  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country,  having  been  born  on  the  homestead 
wiiich  he  now^  occupies,  April  16,  1842.  His  par- 
ents, James  and  Amelia  (Walley)  Smith,  were  na- 
tives of  England,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
pioneer  days  and  endured,  in  common  with  the  peo- 
ple about  them,  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of 
life  in  a  new  settlement.  A  sketch  of  James  Smith 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Edmund 
l)assed  his  early  years  after  the  manner  of  most  far- 
mer's sons  and  availed  himself  of  the  instruction 
given  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  married  in 
the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  Feb.  23^  1870,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Hoagland,  who  was  born  in  Macon  Town- 
ship, this  county,  Sept.  8,  1847.  Her  parents,  John 
V.  and  Anna  (Doremus)  Floagland,  were  natives  of 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared  and 
married.  They  came  to  Michigan  on  their  wedding- 
trip,  journeying  after  the  manner  of  those  days,  by 
canal,  lake,  and  overland  with  teams.  Mr.  Hoag- 
land located  a  tract  of  land  in  Macon  Township, 


where  he  built  up  a  comfortable  homestead,  and  with 
his  estimable  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Both  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Her  father,  politically,  w^as  a  strong  Republican,  and 
was  quite  prominently  identified  with  local  politics. 
They  labored  industriously  for  many  years,  and 
w^ere  greatly  respected  by  the  people  around  them. 
The  homestead  of  120  acres  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  members  of  the  familj^ 

Mrs.  Smith  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  was  educated,  like  her  hus- 
band, in  the  district  schools.  She  is  an  amiable  and 
pleasant  lady,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject, 
became  the  mother  of  a  son  and  daughter:  Ar- 
thur, born  June  12,  1872,  and  Anna,  June  25,  1876. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  located  on  the  farm  which 
they  now  occupy  immediately  after  their  marriage. 
Mr.  Smith  possessed  some  means  at  that  time,  and 
has  been  uniformly  fortunate  in  his  labors  and  in 
his  investments.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he  is 
a  solid  Democrat,  politically,  finding  in  that  party 
the  nearest  approach  to  his  ideas  of  popular  govern- 
ment. Throughout  his  life  he  has  always  been  a 
public-spirited  gentlemen,  and  takes  a  warm  inter- 
est in  the  oeneral  w^elfare  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 
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IHLO  C.  SEAGER  settled  on  the  farm  in 
Riga  Township  where  he  now^  lives  in 
1874.  It  was  then  a  tract  of  woodland 
embraced  in  the  district  known  as  Cotton- 
wood Swamp.  There  was  a  log  house  on  the  place, 
and  about  five  acres  of  it  had  been  cleared  of  the 
timber.  He  now  has  the  entire  forty  acres  of  it 
cleared  and  well  tilled,  and  has  erected  a  good 
frame  barn  and  a  comfortable  dwelling. 

Mr.  Seager  is  a  native  of  Rierpont  Township, 
Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  April  8, 
1836.  His  father,  Cornelius  D.  Seager,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Phelps,  N.  Y.  His  father,  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  of  re- 
mote Holland  ancestry.  The  latter  removed  to 
Crawford  County,  Pa.,  in  the  early  settlement  of 
that  county,  and  there  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
about    three    miles    from    the   line  of   Ashtabula 
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County,  Ohio,  and  improved  a  farm  on  which  he  i 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about  1866.  | 
He  lived  to  see  the  county  where  he  had  located 
well  developed,  and  grow  from  a  wikierness  to  a 
flourishing  section  of  the  State.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  homestead  in 
Crawford  County,  and  there  married  Miss  Mary 
Turner.  She  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  the  old 
Bay  State,  and  lier  father,  Carrai  Turner,  a  native 
of  the  same  commonwealth,  was  a  pioneer  of  Fier- 
pont  Township,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio. 

A  few  years  after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seager, 
the  parents  of  Philo,  removed  to  Pierpont,  Ohio, 
where  he  bought  a  small  tract  of  land  comprised  of 
thirteen  acres,  on  which  he  built  a  small  log  house. 
A  few  years  later  he  erected  a  frame  house  at 
the  crossing  of  two  roads,  over  which  stage  lines 
passed,  and  there  he  opened  a  hotel  for  the  accom- 
modation of  travelers.  He  afterward  sold  his 
property  there  and  bought  twenty-five  acres  in 
Richmond  Township,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He 
remained  there  until  1846,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
property  and  removed  to  Sylvania  Township,  Lucas 
County,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  wil- 
derness, on  which  he  first  built  a  log  house.  He  re- 
mained a  resident  of  that  township  until  his  death 
in  1864.  He  had  in  the  meantime  cleared  nearly 
one-half  of  his  land  and  put  up  substantial  frame 
buildings.  His  wife  also  died  in  their  home  in  Syl- 
vania. 

In  the  little  log  house  which  his  father  first  built 
on  his  removal  to  Ohio,  Fhilo  Seager,  of  whom  we 
write,  first  saw  the  light  of  day.  He  was  ten  years 
old  when  his  father  moved  to  Lucas  County.  Deer 
and  wild  turkeys  were  then  very  plentiful  in  that 
locality,  and  occasionally  a  bear  put  in  an  appear- 
ance. Our  subject  was  educated  at  the  pioneer 
schools,  and  in  the  intervals  of  attending  those  edu- 
cational institutions  assisted  in  clearing  the  land 
and  tilling  the  soil,  and  was  thus  employed  at  the 
home  of  his  parents  until  his  enlistment,  Dec.  3, 
1861,  in  Company  K,  3d  Ohio  Cavalry.  His  regi- 
ment was  attached  to  the  2d  Brigade,  2d  Divis- 
ion, 1st  Cavalry  Corps,  which  became  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  veteranized  in  1864, 
and  served  until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  taking 
part  in  many  important  battles,  among  which  may 
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be  mentioned  the  following:  Shiloh,  Pittsburg 
Landing,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Lookout 
Mountain,  was  with  Kilpatrick  in  his  raid  around 
Atlanta  and  Jonesboro,  and  in  the  battles  of  Frank- 
lin and  Nashville.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
with  his  regiment  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  August, 
1865,  and  returned  home.  He  had  fought  in  the 
States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia. 

Before  going  into  the  army  Mr.  S.  had  bought  forty 
acres  of  wild  land  in  Sylvania  Township,  upon 
which  he  settled  after  his  marriage  in  1866,  and  he 
and  his  wife  commenced  their  wedded  life  in  a  log 
house  which  he  had  previously  built,  and  there 
made  their  home  until  1872.  In  that  year  they  re- 
moved to  Malvern,  Mills  Co.,  Iowa,  where  Mr. 
Seager  engaged  in  railroading  for  a  year.  In  1873 
they  removed  to  Riga  Township,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing spring  they  settled  on  the  farm  where  they  now 
live. 

Mrs.  Seager's  riaiden  name  was  Anna  J.  Vick- 
ery;she  was  born  in  Richfield,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio, 
May  1,  1839.  Her  father,  Nathan  Vickery,  was 
born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son 
of  Eli  Vickery,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  from  that  country  when  a  young  man.  Eli 
bought  a  large  farm  in  Rensselaer  County,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Seager,  Nathan  Vickery,  was  reared  in  his 
native  county,  and  there  married  Miss  Juliana 
Rusk,  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia  (Husted) 
Rusk,  natives  respectively  of  Ireland  and  New 
York.  In  1838  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vickery  removed  to 
Ohio  and  made  a  settlement  in  Richfield  Township, 
Lucas  County,  among  the  earl}^  pioneers  of  that  re- 
gion. They  lived  in  a  small  log  house  on  a  tract  of 
timbered  land  which  Mr.  Vickery  had  previously 
purchased.  In  that  little  cabin  Mrs.  Seager  was 
born.  Her  parents  continued  to  reside  there  until 
within  a  few  years  of  their  death,  spending  the  last 
few  years  of  their  lives  in  Riga  Township,  Lenawee 
County,  where  Mr.  Vickery  died  July  27,  1882,  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Roberts ;  his 
wife  died  in  the  same  place  Aug.  7,  1887.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Seager  have  been  born  two  children — 
William  E.  and  Charles  D. 

Our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  have  gained  the 
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respect  and  good-will  of  all  in  the  commiinity 
where  they  now  make  their  home.  Mr.  Seager  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Scott  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Blissfield. 

eALVlN  CRANE,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
citizen  of  Adrian,  comes  of  New  York  stock, 
and  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  near  Pal- 
myra, on  the  25th  of  December,  1816.  His  father, 
C4eorge  Crane,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
was  born  March  31,  1783.  The  mother,  Charity 
Lincoln,  was  born  in  Bristol,  Mass.,  Aug.  7,  1782, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(White)  Lincoln,  of  English  ancestry. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Mass- 
achusetts, and  soon  afterward  became  pioneer  set- 
tlers in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  their  removal  to  Michigan  in  May, 
1833.  Upon  their  arrival  in  Lenawee  County,  they 
located  on  section  18  in  what  is  now  the  township 
of  Palmyra,  where  they  entered  upon  and  cleared 
the  farm  upon  which  they  resided  until  the  death 
of  the  father,  April  17,  1856;  the  mother  survived 
him  until  Sept.  21,  1863.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  four  girls  and  three  boys,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  excepting 
the  first  born.  The  names  of  these  children  are  as 
follow^s:  Phila  P.,  Elizabeth  W.,  Rowena  C,  George 
L.,  Benjamin  L.,  Calvin  and  Clarissa  P. 

Calvin  Crane  passed  his  early  Jboyhood  in  his 
native  county,  where  his  opportunity  for  an  educa- 
tion was  only  that  of  the  common  or  district  school. 
When  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Lenawee  County 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  after  that  time  he 
was  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  even  a  district 
school  education,  but  was  sent  three  months  to  a 
select  school  in  the  town  of  Raisin.  In  the  fall  of 
1836  he  was  allowed  to  return  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  to  spend  the  winter  in  the  completion  of 
his  school  education,  and  returning  he  remained  on 
the  farm  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  During  this  time  his  father  was 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  county,  and  after- 
ward served  as  Supervisor  and  'represented  the 
county  one  term  in  the  Legislature.  He  took  an 
active    part    in   building    up  his   county,  and    was 


known  everywhere  as  ^' Uncle  George  Crane." 
He  was  one  of  the  commissioners  who  took  part  in 
locating  the  Erie  &  Kalamazoo  Railroad,  which 
was  the  pioneer  road  west  from  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  one  of  the  Directors  of  that  road  until  his 
death.  For  some  years  he  acted  as  President  of 
the  company,  and  also  was  civil  engineer  in  build- 
ing the  road. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1844,  Calvin  Crane  was 
married  to  Deborah  Power,  of  Oakland  County, 
Mich.,  but  formerly  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
She  was  born  on  the  19th  of  November,  1820,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Mary  (Dilling- 
ham) Power.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Crane  set- 
tied  on  section  18,  Palmyra  Township,  on  a  part  of 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  was  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming,  and  also  turned  his  attention  to  sur- 
veying, at  the  time  his  father  was  connected  with 
the  railroad.  In  1850  he  was  chosen  as  assistant 
resident  engineer,  and  had  charge  of  the  rebuilding 
of  the  "  Kalamazoo"  now  known  as  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad.  He  also  assisted  in  surveying  and  con- 
structing the  Michigan  Southern  Road,  running 
from  Monroe  to  Adi'ian.  His  position  as  assistant 
resident  engineer  on  the  Michigan  Southern  contin- 
ued about  a  year,  and  he  also  occupied  the  position 
of  resident  engineer  at  Toledo  Station  for  sec- 
tion of  the  road  known  as  the  ''  Air  Line  Divis- 
ion" of  what  is  now  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  Road,  from  its  conception  to  its  comple- 
tion. After  completing  the  construction  part  of 
the  work  he  was  appointed  purchasing  agent,  and 
it  was  made  his  duty  to  buy  supplies  for  the  vari- 
ous departments.  After  serving  a  considerable 
time  in  this  capacity  he  was  compelled  to  resign  on 
account  of  failing  health,  and  he  returned  to  the 
farm,  upon  which  he  remained  until  1804.  In  1867 
he  was  appointed  Civil  Engineer  for  the  city  of 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  held  that  position  until  1872, 
when  he  resigned  and  returned  to  Adrian,  where  he 
has  since  resided. 

Since  his  return  to  Adrian,  Mr.  Crane  has  almost 
i  wholly  retired  from  active  business  and  his  farm  is 
;  cultivated  by  tenants.  His  farm  in  Palmyra  Town- 
1  ship  comprises  300  acres,  which  is  well  improved 
j  and  contains  good  buildings,  while  he  also  owns  a 
i    farm  in  Ogden  Township  consisting  of    220  acres. 
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He  erected  the  brick  residence  in  which  he  resides, 
on  the  corner  of  Manmee  and  Locust  streets,  in 
1805. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  have  one  son,  Arthur  T., 
who  was  born  on  the  7th  of  July,  1846.  He  en- 
tered Yale  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1870,  after  which  he  took  a  two  years'  conrse  at 
the  Columbia  Law^  School  in  New  York  City.  In 
1872,  after  completing  his  law  studies,  he  went  to 
Germany  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  the  German  language,  and  spent  one  year  in 
Heidelberg  College,  and  attended  lectures  on  the 
old  Roman  law.  He  returned  from  Germany  in 
1874,  since  which  time  he  has  been  practicing  his 
l)rofession  in  the  city  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Mr.  Cal- 
vin Crane  has  held  various  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  having  been  Supervisor  one  term.  Assessor 
and  Highway  Commissioner  several  terms. 


^'  AMES  J.  SNEDEKER,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Lenawee  Countj^  was  born  not  far  from 
the  sand}^,  sea-beaten  coast  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  June 
29,  1802,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in 
Adrian  Towaiship,  Feb.  10,  1874.  He  is  remem- 
bered as  being  the  possessor  of  all  Christian  and 
manly  virtues,  and  his  name  is  held  in  kindly  remem- 
brance by  the  associates  of  his  own  age,  who  still 
survive,  and  by  numbers  of  the  present  generation. 
JMrs.  Snedeker,  who  still  survives  him,  became  his 
wife  Feb.  14,  1837. 

Mr.  Snedeker  came  to  Michigan  in  1829,  and  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land  in  Adrian  Township,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  This  was  six 
years  before  the  admission  of  the  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  As  may  be  supposed,  the  land  in 
this  vicinity  was  still  mostly  in  a  wild  and  unculti- 
vated condition.  Mr.  Snedeker  the  first  year  cleared 
a  small  portion  of  his  purchase,  and  the  year  follow- 
ing put  up  a  shanty,  in  which  he  kept  bachelor's 
hall  until  his  marriage.  His  chosen  bride.  Miss 
Phoebe  Vanaken,  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  H. 
and  Rachel  Vanaken,  natives  respectively  of  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents  had  emi- 
grated from  their  home  to  the  West  in  1821,  and 
•^.^ ^ ^ 


located  first  near  the  young  city  of  Detroit,  then 
in  its  infancy  and  giving  little  indication  of  its 
future  importance.  A  few  years  later  they  removed 
10  Fairfield  Township,  this  county,  but  later  took 
up  their  abode  in  Hillsdale,  where  both  parents  died 
at  an  advanced  age.  Their  daughter  Phoebe  Avas 
born  Feb.  14,  1814. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snedeker  became  the  parents  of 
four  children.  Their  eldest  daughter,  Emeline  A., 
now  Mrs.  Jonatlian  Howland,  of  Adrian,  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1838,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children; 
Adeline  A.,  Mrs.  Reuben  Sayers,  was  born  Oct.  5, 
1839,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child;  1) wight  and 
Duane  (twins)  were  born  Nov.  17,  1845;  Duane 
died  March  4,  1869.  Dwight  Snedeker  was  reared 
after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  and  received 
an  excellent  education,  having  attended  Adrian 
College  for  several  terms.  As  a  lad,  he  was  bright 
and  ambitious  to  excel,  and  has  always  kept  up  a 
course  of  reading,  by  which  means  he  is  well  posted 
upon  matters  of  general  interest.  He  has  been  con- 
tent with  farm  life  as  an  occupation,  and  remains 
upon  the  old  homestead  where  he  was  born.  He 
was  married,  Dec.  26,  1867,  to  Miss  Adelaide,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Bogert,  of  Adrian  Township,  and  born 
in  Adrian,  Jan.  3,  1850.  Her  father  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  and  a  native 
of  New  Jersey.  Her  family  is  of  German  ancestry, 
and  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Snedeker  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  time  to  serve  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
They  were  people  of  prominence,  wherever  located, 
and  invariably  made  their  mark  in  their  commu- 
nity. Dwight  Snedeker  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  named  as  follows:  Maud  E.,born 
June  24,  1871,  and  Florence  M.,  Aug.  17,  1874. 
Maud  E.  is  a  natural  artist  of  fine  capacities. 
The  male  members  of  the  family  for  generations 
have  been  Democratic,  politically,  and  have  exerted 
a  marked  influence  upon  the  party  in  this   secticm. 

James  J.  Snedeker  distinguished  himself  as  one 
of  the  most  valued  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County, 
and  during  his  ^^ounger  years  was  prominent  in  ad- 
justing landed  interests  for  his  neighbors,  and  other 
people  in  the  county.  He  was  known  as  a  man  up- 
right and  honest  in  his  transactions,  and  one  in 
whom  tlie  community  reposed  great  confidence. 
His  wife,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Snedeker,  was  well  fitted  to 
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be  the  companion  of  her  husband,- and  endured  with 
heroism  the  trials  and  difficulties  of  a  pioneer  wife 
and  mother. 
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EVl  C.  RICHMOND.  This  late  resident  of 
Clinton  Township  was  widely  and  favor- 
bly  know^n  as  one  of  its  most  successful 
general  farmers,  and  besides  his  fine  estate  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  this  county,  owned  a  valuable 
tract  of  land  in  Bridgewater  Township,  Washtenaw 
County.  He  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  11,  1809,  and  closed  his  eyes  upon  earthly 
scenes  at  his  home  in  Clinton  Township,  this  county, 
Jan.  7,  1887. 

Mr.  Richmond  was  the  son  of  a  farmer  of  modest 
means  in  the  Empire  State,  where  he  w^as  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  remained  until  reaching 
his  majority.  In  contemplation  of  his  plans  for  tlie 
future,  he  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers 
of  Southeastern  Michigan,  and  came  to  this  county 
in  the  fall  of  1830,  locating  in  Pontiac  Township. 
Thence,  not  long  afterward,  he  removed  to  Wash- 
tenaw County,  and  was  there  married,  March  2, 
1837,  to  Miss  Sarah  Warner,  of  Freedom  Township. 
Mrs.  R.  was  born  in  Groveland,  Livingston  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Dec.  9,  1817,  and  was  the  fourth  child  of  a 
family  of  six,  the  offspring  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
Warner.  She  was  a  maiden  of  sixteen  years  when 
her  parents  left  the  Empire  State  and  came  to 
Michigan.  They  located  in  Freedom  Township, 
Washtenaw  County,  and  built  up  a  good  home  from 
the  wilderness.  There  the  parents  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days,  Samuel  Warner  departing 
this  life  Oct.  8,  1840,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  some 
years  later.  Both  were  well  advanced  in  yeais. 
They  were  most  excellent  and  worthy  people,  and 
held  in  the  warmest  regard  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richmond  began  life  together  on  a 
farm  in  Washtenaw  County,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  twelve  years,  and  then  coming  to  this 
county,  located  in  Clinton  Township,  where  they 
were  soon  numbered  among  its  highly  respected 
citizens.  They  labored  together  for  many  years  as 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Richmond,  for  a  long  period, 
officiated  as  Trustee,  and  occupied  otli<}r  responsible 
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offices  in  connection  with  church  matters.  He  was 
liberal-minded  and  public-spirited,  assisting  accord- 
ing to  his  means  those  enterprises  which  were  cal- 
culated to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 
He  was  a  Democrat,  politically,  with  decided  views, 
and  ever  fearless  in  support  of  what  he  believed  to 
be  right. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richmond  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  were  born  in  Wash- 
tenaw County.  Their  eldest  son.  Mason,  married 
Miss  Delia  Crawford,  and  is  engaged  in  milling  in 
Jackson  County;  Jerome,  also  a  miller,  is  a  resident 
of  the  same  county,  and  married  Miss  Ophelia  Bro- 
craw;  Samuel  W.  is  at  present  in  Arizona;  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Lathram  Miller,  a  foundryman  at 
Chelsea,  this  State;  Sarah  married  James  Halladay, 
of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  Album  ; 
Charles  is  carrying  on  the  livery  business  in  Oregon; 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Tompkins,  of  Dallas,  that 
State;  W^illiam  is  the  only  child  remaining  at  home 
with  his  mother,  and  is  still  unmarried. 


R.  JOHN  L.  TUTTLE,  a  prominent  man 
and  leading  physician  and  surgeon  of  Clin- 
ton, is  a  good  representative  of  the  regular 
school  of  physicians.  He  received  his  med- 
ical education  in  the  Michigan  State  University,  of 
Ann  Arbor,  and  was  graduated  by  that  institution 
March  29,  1871. 

Dr.  Tuttle  at  once  located  in  Clinton,  and  began 
a  career  of  successful  practice,  at  first  with  his 
cousin,  J)r.  A.  F.  Tuttle,  now  deceased,  but  form- 
erly an  early  physician  at  this  place.  For  about 
two  years  our  subject  practiced  with  his  partner, 
l)ut  since  that  time  has  conducted  the  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  is  by  birth  a  native  of  Green 
Oak,  Livingston  Co.,  Mich.,  where  he  was  born 
March  25,  1849.  His  father,  John  L.  Tuttle,  had 
settled  on  apiece  of  Government  land  in  Green  Oak 
Township,  having  come  there  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  which  State  he  was  born  Feb.  8,  1807.  He 
was  there  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation, of  which  he  made  use  in  after  life  in 
teaching  school.     He  came  to  this  State  in  1832, 
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and  after  locating,  was  married  at  Ami  Arbor,  July 
19,  1834,  to  Miss  Delia  J.  Cleveland,  a  daughter  of 
David  Cleveland  and  a  descendant  of  Moses  Cleve- 
land, who  came  to  America  on  the  dear  old  May- 
flower. Miss  Cleveland  was  born  in  the  Province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1807,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  with  her  father  in  her 
girlhood.  The  family  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  where 
the  father  worked  at  his  trade  of  millwright.  His 
wife  had  died  in  Ontario  previous  to  their  coming 
here,  and  he  departed  this  life  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  in 
the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  The  paternal 
grandfather- of  Dr.  Tuttle  was  John  Tuttle,  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire,  where  he  died  when  his  son  of 
the  same  name  was  a  child. 

After  his  marriage,  the  father  of  onr  subject  lo- 
cated on  his  new  homestead,  on  which  he  lived  and 
which  he  had  brought  to  a  high  state  of  improve- 
ment at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  I860.  He  was 
a  solid  Republican  and  took  an  active  part  in  local 
politics,  and  for  years  held  most  of  the  principal 
township  offices.  His  wife  died  at  the  home  of  our 
subject,  June  18,  1878.  They  were  both  consistent 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  two 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  one  only  is  living 
besides  our  subject,  Eleanor  C,  who  married  Orrin 
P.  Hafiford,  a  druggist  of  Flint,  Mich.  Dr.  Tuttle 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  good  common- 
school  education,  and  two  years  after  the  death  of 
his  father  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  managed  it 
successfully  until  he  completed  his  education  at  Ann 
Arbor. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1873,  Dr.  Tuttle  was 
married,  in  Flint,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Jennie  E.  Safford, 
who  was  born  in  that  place  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1851,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Orrin  Safford,  Sr.,  w^ho 
is  now  ninety-two  years  of  age,  and  lives  with  his 
son  Orrin  P.,  in  Flint.  He  came  from  Woodstock, 
Vt.,  to  Flint,  Mich.,  when  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old,  and  unmarried,  and  early  became  connected 
with  the  public  affairs  of  the  county  of  Genesee, 
where  he  held  both  county  and  township  offices. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  last  wife  being  Abigail 
Jennings,  who  died  leaving  two  children:  Orrin  P., 
a  druggist  at  Flint,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Tuttle  of  this 
notice.     B3'  his  former  marriage  he  had  one  child, 


«i»- 


Cliarles    Safford,    a    teacher,   now    in  the  State    of 
California. 

Mrs.  Tuttle  was  reared  at  the  home  of  her  par- 
ents and  received  a  liberal  education.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  children — John  L.  and  Ella  J.  The 
Doctor  has  met  with  considerable  pecuniary  success 
since  coming  here  and  owns  two  nice  properties  in 
Clinton.  He  and  his  wife  are  Methodists  in  their 
religion,  and  sincere  and  active  Christians.  In  pol- 
itics, the  Doctor  is  a  Republican  of  the  strictest  type 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Village  Council  and  School 
Board. 

\f^  AVID  B.  OSTERHOUT  was  formerly  a  suc- 
j  ])]  cessful  farmer  on  section  34,  of  the  frac- 
^^Jj^  tional  part  of  Ridgeway  Township.  He 
^==^  was  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  Lenawee 
County,  becoming  a  citizen  in  1842.  He  was  born 
in  Lodi  Township,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  of 
January,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Bailey)  Osterhout,  who  were  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  which  commonwealth  they  lived,  but 
did  not  become  citizens  of  Seneca  County  until 
after  their  marriage.  After  the  birth  of  all  their 
children  in  the  latter  county,  they,  with  a  portion 
of  the  family,  came  to  Michigan  in  1842,  and  at 
once  settled  on  the  farm  on  section  33  of  the  frac- 
tional part  of  Ridgeway  Township,  which  at  the 
time  of  their  settlement  was  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness. John  Osterhout  and  his  wife  lived  here  until 
they  both  died  at  an  advanced  age.  They  were 
both  pleasant  people,  and  valuable  members  of  so- 
ciety. Mrs.  Osterhout  was  a  sincere  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  Mr.  Osterhout  was  an  influential  member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  with  whom  he  always  affili- 
ated. Their  son,  David  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage. 

Mr.  Osterhout  was  married,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1850,  to  Wilmina  Hoagland,  who  was  born  in  the 
township  of  Romulus,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
13th  of  January,  1828  (for  history  of  her  parents 
see  sketch  of  Thomas  V.  Hoagland.)  Mrs.  Oster- 
hout was  about  six  years  of  age  when  her  father 
landed  in  Michigan,  and  always  lived  at  home  and 
received    an   excellent   common- school    education. 
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After  her  marriage  to  Davirl  B.  Osterhoiit  they  set- 
tled on  a  farm  of  ninety  acres  on  section  34,  all  of 
which  were  in  Ridgeway  Township,  ex(3eptiiig 
twenty  acres  wliich  la}^  in  Macon  Township.  Here 
Mr.  Osterhout  succeeded  in  managing  the  farm  to 
the  best  advantage  until  he  died  on  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  his  death  being  caused  by  consump- 
tion. He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  as  such 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Road  (Commissioner. 
In  every  and  all  respects  he  was  a  good  citizen,  and 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  death 
w^as  mourned  by  a  large  number  of  friends  and 
neighbors. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Osterhout 
has  managed  the  farm  skillfully,  successfully  and 
profitably.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  three 
of  whom  are  deceased.  The  names  of  the  living 
are :  Lavern,  who  married  Nannie  McCarby,  Sept. 
5,  1884,  but  she  died  shortly  after,  and  her  husband 
then  married  Hattie  Bee  vers,  and  is  now  living  on 
a  50-acre  farm  in  Ridgeway  Township;  and  Grant 
H.,  who  resides  at  home.  The  names  of  the  deceased 
children  are:  Mary  PL,  who  was  the  wife  of  Stephen 
V.  Dibble,  and  died  July  26,  1882;  Clara,  who 
died  Sept.  8,  1880,  aged  eighteen  years;  and  Henry 
B.,  who  died  April  5,  1858,  aged  three  years  and  five 
months.  Mrs.  Osterhout  is  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  devotes  much  of  her  time  to  such 
work  as  will  enhance  the  interests  of  the  church. 
She  is  a  considerate  neighbor,  and  her  influence  for 
good  and  benevolence  is  felt  throughout  the  neigh- 
borhood. It  would  be  but  proper  to  add  that  Mr. 
Osterhout  enlisted  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and 
served  his  country  for  eighteen  months  in  that  land 
of  chapparal. 
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ON.  WILLIAM  CORBIN  is  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Lam  by  &  Corbin, 
canners  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  composing 
the  Adrian  Packing  Company,  with  which 
he  has  been  connected  for  the  last  ten  years.  He  is 
at  present  resident  member  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol, receiving  his  appointment  from  Gov.  Ik^gole 
for  a  period  of  six  years,  and  lias  now  held  the 
position  four  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  first  saw  the  light  in 
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Nichols,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1825,  and  lived 
at  home  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  receiving 
onl}^  a  common-school  education.  At  that  age  he 
went  to  Burlington  Flats,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to 
learn  wagon-making,  but  being  dissatisfied  with  the 
treatment  he  received  he  remained  only  one  year, 
when  he  went  to  Chittenango,  where  he  worked  for 
his  board  during  one  winter  and  attended  school. 
In  the  spring  of  1843  he  went  to  Buffalo,  and 
thence  by  steamer  to  Detroit,  where  he  landed 
about  the  1st  of  July.  From  Detroit  he  went  to 
Dundee,  Monroe  County,  where  Mr.  Dunham,  a 
brother  of  his  step-father,  resided,  and  engaged  at 
farm  labor.  He  afterward  worked  on  the  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railroad  for  some  time,  and  then  we 
find  him  running  a  grist  and  saw  mill  which  he 
had  leased  and  was  operating  successfully  at  Dun- 
dee. In  1847  he  entei'ed  the  mercantile  business, 
opening  a  general  store  ,at  Petersburg,  and  con- 
tinued at  merchandising  for  about  fifteen  years. 
While  here,  he  bought  the  water-power  and  mill 
propert}^  at  Petersburg,  in  company  with  John  W. 
Conlogue,  and  operated  it  for  several  years.  He 
was  also  Postmaster  for  twelve  years  at  Petersburg, 
receiving  his  appointment  from  President  Pierce. 
He  at  one  time  owned  about  2,000  acres  of  land  in 
Monroe  County,  a  part  of  which  consisted  of  valu- 
able farms.  He  was  the  first  Station  Agent  appobited 
at  Petersl)urg  by  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
Company,  and  held  the  position  about  fifteen  years. 
He  was  Township  Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
twelve  years,  and  Supervisor  three  terms.  He 
was  elected  State  Senator  in  1863,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention  in  1867. 
He  lived  in  Petersburg  until  1872,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  city  of  Adrian,  where  he  has  since 
resided  in  an  elegant  and  commodious  house,  with 
beautiful  surroundings. 

Horace  Corbin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Charlestown,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  H.,  and  learned 
carpentering.  On  the  8th  of  January,  1824,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  E'rances,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sallie  (Murphy)  Wright,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children — William  and  Horace.  Horace  is 
now  a  lawyer  of  Plymouth,  Ind.,  and  has  been 
Judge  of  the  court  there  and  member  of  the  State 
Senate.  Mrs.  Horace  Corbin  was  born  March  13, 
^.^.^,^.^.^ ^^^......^ , ,,^|^. 
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1806,  at  Nichols,  N.  Y.  The  father  died  March 
31,  18-28,  and  Mrs.  Corbin  was  married  a  second 
time,  April  19,  1829,  to  Eben  Dunham,  with  whom 
she  lived  over  fifty  years.  They  came  to  Michigan 
in  the  spring  of  1863,  and  settled  in  Petersburg, 
Monroe  County,  where  she  died  in  March,  1 886,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  Mr.  Dunham  died  Sept.  4, 
1879.  To  her  second  husband  she  bore  six  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom  are  living:  James  W.,  a 
merchant  of  Petersburg,  and  Ellen  J.,  the  wife  of 
David  A.  Cintis,  a  Methodist  preacher,  now  super- 
annuated. One  son,  Edwin  A?.,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  died  in  the  service. 

An  important  event  in  the  life^of  the  subject  of 
this  biography  occurred  on  the  20th  of  December, 
1849,  when  he  was  United  in  marriage  with  the 
lady  of  his  choice,  Miss  Eliza  Ann,  daughter  of 
William  and  Margaret  Drew,  of  Dundee.  Mrs. 
Corbin  was  born  in  Clarkson,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y., 
March  10,  1827,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1831,  settling  in  Sonferfield,  Monroe 
County,  where  she  taught  school  seven  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Dundee.^  Her  mother  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  Dundee,  but  at  present  is 
staying  with  our  subject  and  is  in  her  eighty-sev- 
enth year.  Mrs.  Corbin  is  a  lady  of  natural  ability 
and  refined  and  cultivated  tastes,  and  adorns  the 
society  in  which  she  and  her  husband  are  distin- 
guished members.  Mr.  Corbin  also  is  a  gentleman 
of  fine  presence  and  pleasing  manners.  They  have 
been  blessed  with  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  namely  :  Mary  M.,  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Douglas, 
of  Houghton,  Lake  Superior;  Alice  E.,  who  married 
R.  P.  Humphrey,  and  lives  in  Sioux  Falls,  Dak.,  and 
Edward  A.,  who  is  a  lawj^er  of  Chicago,  111. 

Since  his  residence  in  Adrian,  Mr.  Corbin  has 
been  identified  with  many  important  enterprises. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  incorporators  of  the 
Adrian  Paper  Mill  Company,  and  was  its  Presi- 
dent seven  years.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business,' and  finally  became  a  member  of 
the  Adrian  Packing  Company.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  nine  years, 
three  years  of  which  he  was  Secretary.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  1880  from  the  Second  District  of  Lenawee 
County,   which  is  strongly  Republican,   he  being 


the  only  Democrat  elected  for  at  least  twenty 
years.  Mr.  Corbin  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
of  Adrian  in  1883,  and  again  in  1884.  He  is  a 
member  of  Adrian  Lodge  No,  19,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  while  he  has  also  taken 
all  the  degrees  in  Masonry,  including  the  thirty- 
third,  which  is  the  Scottish  rite;  he  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 


^->^-^^^>i^^e^y^^f<-- 


\\  ANUEL  McCORMICK  is  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen  and  an  early  settler  of  Riga 
Township.  He  is  well  regarded  in  the 
community  as  a  kind  neighbor  and  good 
citizen,  possessed  of  sound  judgment  and  good 
common  sense.  He  is  much  interested  in  the  polit- 
ical affairs  of  the  nation,  and  always  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Republican  party. 

In  the  year  1854,  William  McCormick,  the  father 

of  our  subject,  a  worthy  citizen  of   Butler  County, 

I   Pa.,  left  his   old  home  in  that  county,  and  with  his 

I    wife    and  children    came  to   Riga    Township,    this 

I    county,  where    an    elder  sou   had  preceded  them. 

i    They  moved  into  a  vacant  log  cabin   in   the  south- 

I    ern  part  of   the  township,  and  the  father  soon  con- 

I    tracted  for  land  on  section  33   of   the  same  town- 

j   ship.     The  negotiations    were   completed   satisfac- 

I    torily,  but  before  his  plans  were  matured   for  the 

i   removal  of  his  family,  his  death  occurred,  Oct.  20, 

1855.     Thus  in  only  one  year  after  their  removal 

into  a  new   country,  his  family  were  deprived   of 

the  care  of   their  natural  protector   and   coiinseloi. 

He  was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  w^here 

he  was   also   reared,   and  after   his  marriage   with 

Margaret  Gray,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  they 

I   made,  their  home  in   Butler   County   in   the  same 

I   State.     Her  death  occurred   in  Riga  Township  in 

j    1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.     Her  father, 

I   James   Gray,  was  also  a  native   of  the  Keystone 

I   State,   but  spent  his  last  years  near    Portsmouth, 

I   Ohio.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick  were  born  the 

j    following-named  children:  Lemuel,  Manuel,  Will- 

!   iam  O.,    James,   Mary  E.,  Margaret  J.,  Peterson, 

\   Henry  C,  Christina  and  George  W 

I        Manuel  McCormick  was  born  in  Butler  County, 

1   Pa.,  March  21,  1834,  and  grew  to  manhood  in, his 
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native  town,  attend i no-  the  public*  school  and  assist- 
ing in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  was  twenty 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
this  State,  and  the  sudden  death  of  the  father 
threw  greater  responsibilities  on  the  other  members 
of  the  family.  They  were  soon  settled  on  the  land 
for  which  the  father  had  contracted,  and  our  sub- 
ject and  his  brothers  set  vigorously  to  work  to  fell 
tlie  trees,  remove  the  stumps  and  drain  the  land, 
preparing  it  for  tillage;  in  this  hard  work  they  had 
the  encouragement  and  counsel  of  their  good  mother. 
After  assisting  in  clearing  this  land,  Mr.  McCor- 
mick  bought  land  adjoining  the  homestead,  which 
he  still  owns  and  occupies.  When  he  first  settled 
thereon,  it  contained  a  log  cabin,  and  five  or  six 
acres  were  partially  cleared.  As  the  result  of  these 
years  of  energetic  toil,  he  now  has  forty  acres  of 
fine  plow  land,  and  twenty  acres  of  the  remaining 
forty  are  partially  cleared,  while  he  has  good,  sub- 
stantial farm  buildings,  all  showing  evidences  of 
care  and  thrift  on  the  part  of  the  owner.  Mi\  ^Ic- 
Cormick  has  never  married,  but  although  he  keeps 
a  bacheJor's  establishment,  his  rooms  are  neat  and 
homelike. 


^/pic^  AMUEL  KNIFEEN.  The  State  of  Michi- 
gan is  the  great  lumber  producing  district 
of  the  country,  and  her  pineries  furnish 
lumber  for  every  section  of  the  North,  East 
and  West.  The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  this 
industry  is  simply  fabulous,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
great  sources  of  the  wealth  of  the  Stale.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  belongs  to  that  arm}'  of  lumber 
producers  that  has  made  Michigan  so  famous  m 
mill  products.  Our  subject  is  th'?  well-known  and 
successful  sawmill  man  of  Britton's  Station,  Ridge- 
way  Township,  where  he  conunenced  in  1882.  His 
establishment  is  an  extensive  one,  and  has  a  capacity 
of  10,000  feet  per  day.  He  was  formerly  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  another  part  of  the 
township,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  business  con- 
tinuously since  1872.  Since  coming  to  Britton's 
Station  he  has  increased  the  capacity  of  his  mills 
very  materially. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  old  Knitfen  home- 
stead, located   on  section  34,   in   Ridge  way   Town- 


shif),  on  the  6th  of  March,  1849.  He  is  the  second 
son  and  fourth  child  born  to  Isaac  L.  and  Elizabeth 
(Fowle)  Kniffen,  who  were  natives  of  New  York, 
and  were  reared  to  maturity  in  Seneca  County,  that 
State.  The  father  was  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade, 
and  while  living  in  New  York  State  followed  that 
occupation  for  a  time,  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  About  the  year  1840  he  came  to 
Michigan,  journeying  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and 
the  Lakes  to  Monroe,  and  then  across  the  country 
by  team,  and  purchased  timber  land  in  the  town- 
shii)  of  Macon.  A  year  later  he  came  to  section 
34,  Ridgewav  Township,  and  purchased  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  which  he  improved  and  lived  upon  for 
some  3'ears.  Afterward  he  changed  his  location  to 
section  11,  in  Ridgeway  Township,  where  he  bought 
220  acres  of  land.  About  the  same  time  he  pur- 
chased a  sawmill,  wliich  he  operated  several  years, 
and  then  transferred  it  to  his  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketcli.  After  quitting  the  mill  business  he  en- 
gaged in  farm.ing  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  5th  of  September,  1881,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  His  wife  still  occupies  the  farm,  and 
under  her  supervision  it  is  successfully  managed. 

Mr.  Kniffen  lived  at  home  in  this  township,  and 
received  what  education  he  has  in  Tecumseh.  On 
the  13th  of  February,  1877,  in  Ridgeway  Township, 
lie  was  mari'ied  to  Miss  Angle,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Amanda  (Goddard)  Hoagland.  (For 
history  of  family  see  sketch  of  Thomas  V.  Hoag- 
land.) Mrs.  Amanda  Hoagland  was  the  daughter  of 
Lyman  (ioddard,  who  died  of  yellow  fever  while 
in  the  service  during  the  War  of  1812.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband  and  married  Samuel  Willis; 
they  are  now  both  dead.  Mrs.  Kniffen  was  born  in 
the  township  of  Ridgeway  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1845.  She  was  deprived  of  the  care  of  her  father 
at  the  age  of  six  years,  and  remained  with  her 
mother  until  her  marriage.  She  was  well  educated 
at  Tecumseh,  and  when  quite  young  began  teaching, 
which  occupation  she  followed  for  twelve  years 
preceding  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kniffen 
have  two  children,  Blanche  and  an  infant  unnamed. 

Mr.  Kniffen  owns  120  acres  of  good  land  in 
Ridgeway  Township,  a  good  residence  and  lot  in 
Britton,  and  the  mill  property  which  he  operates. 
In   the   way   of  official  positions  he  has  filled   the 
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office  of  Township  Clerk,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  office  promptly  and  satisfactorily.  He  is  a 
true  blue  Republican,  and  can  be  depended  upon 
at  all  times  to  render  valuable  and  efficient  service 
to  that  party.  Mrs.  Kniffen  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  she  is  a  faithful  worker 
and  constant  attendant. 
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^HITE  CLEVELAND,  a  well-known  rep- 
resentative of  the  farming  interests  of  Te- 
cumseh  Township,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Groveland,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  8,  1826. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Almira  (Loom is)  Cleve- 
land, the  former  a  native  of  the  same  8tate  as  him- 
self, and  the  latter  of  Bedford  County,  Pa. 

John  Cleveland  and  Almira  Loom  is  were  married 
in  Livingston  County,  and  there  passed  the  first 
few  years  of  their  married  life.  In  1830  they  de- 
termined to  migrate  to  Michigan  Territory  and  tr}^ 
their  chances  in  that  more  newly  settled  country, 
which  was  even  then  regarded  as  a  Territory  des- 
tined to  become  a  great  State,  noted  for  its  varied 
resources.  After  coming  here  they  settled  in  Rai- 
sin Township,  three  miles  from  Tecumseh,  in  the 
green  woods,  where  Mr.  Cleveland  improved  a  farm 
on  which  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
In  1842  the  father  died,  leaving  his  wife  with  six 
children  to  care  for;  two  children  had  died  before 
he  passed  away,  while  the  other  six  are  still  living. 
The  good  mother,  assisted  by  her  elder  children, 
faithfully  provided  for  her  family  until  they  were 
able  to  care  for  themselves.  She  was  spared  to 
them  many  years,  dying  in  1884,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-three. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  White  Cleveland 
remained  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one 
^years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to  obtain  work 
elsewhere,  beginning  those  years  of  hird  and  unre- 
mitting labor  which  have  resulted  so  much  to  his 
advantage  from  a  worldly  point  of  view.  He  may 
be  said  to  have  begun  at  the  lowest  round  of  fort- 
une's ladder  and  to  have  worked  his  way  up  stead- 
ily until  prosperity  is  his.  He  worked  in  the  em- 
ploy of  others  for  seventeen  years,  prudently  sav- 
ing his  hard-earned  money,  and  then  bought  a  farm 


for  himself,  which  contained  sixty-three  acres;  this 
proved  to  be  a  fine  investment  as  he  afterward  sold 
it  for  double  the  purchase  price.  He  then  bought 
another  fairly  well-improved  farm  of  ninety-nine 
acres  in  Tecumseh,  and  has  since  torn  down  the 
original  buildings  and  replaced  them  with  better 
and  more  substantial  ones,  until  his  farm  is  one  of 
the  neatest  in  the  neighborhood,  and  contains  three 
barns,  one  large  and  conveniently^  arranged  for  his 
stock.  He  has  increased  the  acreage  of  his  farm 
by  further  purchase,  until  he  now  owns  132  acres 
of  land.  He  has  been  engaged  in  mixed  husbandry, 
and  at  one  time  handled  sheep  on  which  he  realized 
good  profits.  He  has  been  a  good  cattle  feeder, 
selling  each  spring  $800  to  $900  worth,  and  has  also 
dealt  largely  in  hogs. 

Mr.  Cleveland  w^as  married,  in  October,  1863,  to 
Mrs.  Harriet  Lembarger,  a  widow,  whose  husband 
was  a  soldier  and  died  during  the  early  part  of  the 
late  war.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Cleveland,  she  was  residing  in  Tecumseh,  and  had 
one  daughter  by  her  first  marriage,  Eva,  now  the 
wife  of  John  T.  Byce.  Mrs.  Cleveland's  parents 
were  Robert  and  Phebe  Plank,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  some  years  ago,  while  the  father  is  still  living 
and  makes  his  home  in  Franklin  Tow^nship.  Mrs. 
Cleveland  has  been  an  active  and  efficient  helpmeet 
to  her  husband,  and  three  children  have  been  born 
of  their  union :  Grant  and  Brant  O.,  twins,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Don  Carlton,  who 
is  now  attending  school. 

Mr.  Cleveland  has  never  held  office,  but  has  at- 
tended strictly  to  his  business.  He  is  keen  and 
shrewd  in  his  dealings,  and  is  possessed  of  more 
than  ordinary  judgment. 


-€-*-? 


^f/OHN  H.  ZELUFF,  one  of  the  prosperous 
and  successful  younger  farmers  of  Ridge- 
way  Township,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  now  owns  132  acres  of  fine  land  on  sec- 
tion 2,  which  is  supplied  with  first-class  farm  l)uild- 
ings,  and  is  well  furnished  with  excellent  live  stock. 
Our  subject  was  born  Sept.  12,  1844,  at  Dundee, 
Monroe  Co.,  Mich.  His  father,  David  ZelufP, 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
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hood,  and  from  there,  in  common  with  so  many  other 
residents  of  New  England  and  the  Middle  States, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  and  was  married  in 
Monroe  County  to  Miss  Loiza  Russell,  who  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State.  The  parents  are  still 
living  in  Tecumseh,  and  are  engaged  in  running  a 
small  farm. 

When  our  subject  was  a  child  of  six  years  his 
parents  went  to  Utica,  Mich.,  where  they  settled, 
and  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and 
received  his  education.  When  he  was  about  twenty 
years  old  his  family  returned  to  Ridgeway  Town- 
ship, and  it  was  here  that  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
on  the  21st  of  March,  1867,  with  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Pocklington.  She  is  a  native  of  Enghmd,  where 
she  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  Jan.  24,  1837,  but 
while  still  an  infant  her  parents  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  subsequently  settling  in  Michigan. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  (Uock- 
land)  Pocklington,  who  are  still  living,  and  cultivate 
a  50-acre  farm  in  Ridgeway  Township.  After  his 
marriage  our  subject  settled  on  section  II,  Ridge- 
way Township,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  1875, 
when  he  bought  the  homestead  upon  which  he  has 
since  resided.  This  he  has  cultivated  in  a  very 
skillful  and  successful  manner,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  an  excellent  farm,  which  he  has  acquired  solely 
as  the  result  of  his  hard  work  and  habits  of  thrift 
and  economy. 

Our  subject's  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  six  children,  as  follows:  Eugene,  Serene,  Cass, 
Frank,  Flora  and  Linas.  In  politics  Mr.  Zeluff  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  filled  the  office  of  lligliway  Com- 
missioner. His  estimable  wife  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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^1^^  AN  FORD  TENANT  was  brought  by  his 
Ij)  parents  to  this  county  when  an  infant, 
about  forty-seven  years  ago,  and  in  Deer- 
field  Township  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
living  there  continuously  with  the  exception  of 
three  years,  in  which  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army.  He  was  born  in  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  14,  1841,  and   a   few   months    later  his 


father,  Joseph  C.  Tenant,  decided  to  cast  his  lot 
with  the  pioneers  of  the  3^oung  State  of  Michigan, 
lie  settled,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  in 
what  was  then  a  part  of  Blissfield  Township,  but 
now  in  Deerfield,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of 
heavil}^  timbered  land.  His  first  work  was  to  select 
the  most  desirable  location  for  a  cabin  and  then  cut 
down  the  trees  in  order  to  make  room  for  the 
structure,  which  was  put  up  after  the  primitive 
fashion  of  those  days.  It  was  about  ten  feet  square, 
with  a  fiat  roof  covered  with  bark  underneath  and 
outside  with  boards.  This  structure  the  family  oc- 
cupied for  a  number  of  years,  and  until  the  father 
could  put  up  a  good  log  house.  Subsequently  he 
erected  a  set  of  frame  buildings,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  good 
land  and  a  comfortable  home.  He  rested  from  his 
earthly  labors  in  July,   1874. 

Joseph  C.  Tenant  was  born  inEdinburg,  Saratoga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  Constant  Tenant,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  latter,  while  a  young  man,  removed  to 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y,,  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Josej)h  C.  learned  the  trades 
of  blacksmith  and  gunsmith,  which  he  carried  on 
in  his  ufvtive  count}'  until  his  removal  to  this  State. 
He  had  married,  in  Saratoga  County,  Miss  Phcebe 
Armstrong,  who  became  the  mother  of  six  children, 
and  died  at  their  home  in  Deerfield  Township  on 
the  27th  of  May,  1857.  The  eldest  son,  Seymour, 
lives  in  Deerfield  Township;  William  died  when  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years  of  age;  Harriet  C.  married 
Asa  Diver,  of  Deerfield  Township;  Theodore  died 
at  the  homestead  when  nineteen  years  old,  and  Eu- 
gene is  a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  this  State. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  amid 
the  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  he  remembers 
when  the  woods  abounded  in  wild  game;  when  the 
wolves  howled  around  their  cabin  door  and  the  few 
Indians  who  yet  remained  often  came  and  peered 
among  the  trees  at  the  abode  of  the  intruding  white 
man.  He  continued  with  his  parents  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  but  before  he  had  reached  his  major- 
ity there  came  the  first  call  for  volunteer  troops  to 
assist  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion.  He  enlisted 
Sept.  I,  1861,  in  Company  K,  11th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  served  until    the  30th    of  September, 
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1864.  He  endured  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
of  life  in  the  army,  experienced  many  hairbreadth 
escapes,  and  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war.  H.e  was  present  in  the  conflicts 
at  Stone  River,  Chickamauga  and  Mission  Ridge, 
and  marched  with  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman  from 
Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  was  engaged  in  the  va- 
rious battles  of  that  campaign,  including  the  siege 
of  the  latter  city.  He  met  the  enemy  in  many 
other  engagements  and  skirmishes  during  his  term 
of  service  as  a  member  of  the  gallant  regiment,  the 
famous  nth  Michigan.  He  fortunately  escaped 
wounds,  imprisonment  or  serious  illness,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  time  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge. 

Mr.  Tenant,  after  laying  aside  the  accouterments 
of  war,  returned  to  his  peaceful  home  in  Deerfleld 
Township,  and  the  first  winter  occupied  his  time  in 
chopping  wood.  Afterward  he  was  engaged  in  a 
steam  sawmill  until  1871.  The  spring  of  that  year 
he  rented  a  tract  of  land  in  Deerfield  Township, 
upon  which  he  worked  four  and  one-half  years,  and 
saved  up  a  snug  sum  of  money,  which  enabled  him 
to  secure  the  land  upon  which  he  now  resides.  This 
consists  of  forty  acres  and  lies  on  section  35,  and 
was  formerly  a  part  of  Ridgeway  Township.  The 
excellent  group  of  frame  buildings,  which  add  to 
its  value  and  which  serve  all  the  purposes  of  the 
moderate  farmer,  were  erected  by  Mr.  Tenant  and 
are  the  result  of  several  years'  labor.  He  keeps  a 
small  head  of  cattle  and  the  horses  required  for  his 
farm  work,  and  lives  comfortably,  without  being 
harassed  by  hard  labor  or  an  undue  amount  of 
care  or  anxiety. 

Mr.  Tenant,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1871,  Justin  time 
to  celebrate  the  ''  glorious  Fourth,"  took  unto  him- 
self a  wife  and  helpmeet.  Miss  Sarah  Diver,  who 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  April  1,  1851.  Her 
father,  John  Diver,  was  also  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  and  the  son  of  Andrew  Diver,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  and  came  to  this  section  of  coun- 
try when  Michigan  was  a  Territory.  He  made  his 
home  in  Monroe  County,  and  there  spent  his  last 
years.  John  Diver  married  Miss  Nancy  Chamber- 
lain, w^ho  began  life  not  far  from  his  own  birth- 
place. They  lived  in  Monroe  County  until  1864, 
when  the^^  came  to  Deerfield  Township,  where  they 


now  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tenant  have  two  chil- 
dren living — Hattie  and  Clarence,  aged  thirteen 
and  eight  years  respectively.  Their  little  son  Per- 
ley  died  when  nineteen  months  old. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Tenant  has  been  accumu- 
lated through  his  own  industry,  as  he  had  no  capi- 
tal whatever  to  begin  with.  He  may  be  properly 
classed  among  the  self-made  men  of  Lenawee 
County,  where  he  has  arisen  to  a  good  position  so- 
cially and  financially,  and  ranks  among  the  best 
elements  of  this  section. 


NDREW  A.  RUSSELL,  son  of  one  of  the 
early  pioneers   of  Lenawee  County,  came 

|f  ik  to  Southern  Michigan  wiien  a  lad  of  four- 
th' teen  years,  from  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  took  place  April  24,  1820,  and  where 
his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent.  He  has  since 
that  time  been  a  resident  of  Fairfield  Township, 
and  is  the  owner  of  forty-two  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 30.  His  residence  and  the  adjacent  buildings 
are  commodious  structures  in  good  repair,  and  his 
home  with  its  surroundings  indicates  the  supervis- 
ion of  a  well-to-do  and  responsible  citizen. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Samuel  and  Betsey 
(Sprague)  Russell,  were  natives  of  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  Andrew  was  the  sixth  child  in  a  family 
of  ten.  The  father  engaged  in  farming  pursuits 
his  entire  life,  the  last  years  of  which  he  spent  in 
Fairfield  Township.  A  sketch  of  his  brother, 
Charles  C,  a  well-do-do  farmer  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Young  Russell  continued  under  the  home  roof, 
learning  to  plow,  sow  and  reap,  and  becoming  fa- 
miliar with  the  various  other  duties  of  farm  life. 
Upon  reaching  manhood,  he  chose  for  his  wife  one 
of  the  maidens  of  Fairfield  Township,  Miss  Clarinda 
Edwards,  and  they  began  life  together  in  a  little 
home  on  section  30.  The  young  wife  only  lived 
eight  months  after  her  marriage,  and  Mr.  Russell 
was  married  the  second  time,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Salsbury,  who  died  at  her  home  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship about  1869.  His  present  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Jennie  Barnes,  was  born  Aug.  19,  1839,  and  spent 
lier  early  years  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  Sen- 
eca Township.     Mr.  Russell  is  the  father  of  one 
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Residence  of  Levi  B.Ford, Sec. S.(Tr9-s.)  Riga  Township. 


Residence  OF  Thos.  C.  Isley,  Sec.1.  Palmyra  Township. 
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Residence  OF  Cornelius  Gilson, Sec. 15. Deerfi  eld  Township 
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child  only,  a  daughter,  Annie  L.,  the  child  of  the 
present  Mrs.  Russell.  Besides  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  the  soil  of  which  is  very  fertile,  he  is  en- 
gaged in  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Russell  meddles  very  little  with  public  af- 
fnirs,  but  since  reaching  his  majority  has  uniformly 
voted  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  a  man 
who  attends  strictly  to  his  own  concerns,  and  finds 
his  greatest  satisfaction  in  the  matters  pertaining 
to  his  little  farm  and  family. 
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cw|USTU8  LOWE.  Tiie  sul)ject  of  this  sketch 
I  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  and  promhient  citi- 
zens of  Ridge  way  Township,  where  he  has 
resided  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  has 
been  chosen  to  fill  a  number  of  local  offices,  having 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eleven  years,  High- 
way Commissioner,  Town  Assessor,  Supervisor,  and 
Drain  Commissioner  for  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  born  Nov.  10,  1815,  in  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  John  Lowe,  born  in 
1790,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  When  the  latter 
was  still  a  child  his  father,  Daniel  Lowe,  removed  to 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  and  subsequently  to  Onondaga 
County,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  re- 
gion. He  went  ten  miles  to  attend  the  raising  of 
the  first  house  erected  in  Syracuse.  In  the  spring 
of  1827  he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  selecting  a  claim 
where  the  town  of  Raisin  now  stands,  where  he 
erected  a  log  house.  This  place  he  sold  in  1836, 
and  moved  to  Jackson  County,  where  he  liv(  d  for 
seven  or  eight  3^ears,  and  then  went  to  Barr}'  County^ 
where  he  remained  with  one  of  his  sons  until  his 
death  in  1858. 

In  1812  the  father  of  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Skutt,  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. 
This  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children, 
four  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  oldest.  His  mothei',  a  native  of  New  York^ 
was  born  in  1799,  and  died  in  Brooklyn,  Mich.,  in 
1838.  Our  subject  was  reared  by  his  grandmother, 
Mrs.  Jane  Lowe,  from  the  age  of  nine  months  unti} 
he  was  thirteen  years  old,  and  received  but  a  very 
meagre  schooling.  In  1833  he  came  with  his  grand- 
mother  to   Michigan,   reaching   Tecumseh    aft(M"  a 

"«» ■"■"■—■■ " ■ «-'^»'«^^'«^^^^ —""""- 


journey  of  seven  days  on  the  Erie  Canal,  fourteen 
days  on  Lake  Erie  and  five  days  overland  from  De- 
tr«)it.  At  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  Justus 
Lowe  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  work- 
ing for  a  time  by  the  month  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do.  By  unremitting  industry  and  careful 
saving  of  his  earnings  he  was  enabled  to  gradually 
accumulate  some  capital,  which  he  invested  from 
time  to  time  in  land,  of  which  he  at  one  time 
owned  785  acres. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1837,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Lamberson, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Lydia  Lamber- 
son, of  Ridge  way  Township.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  nine  grew 
to  maturity.  The}'  are  recorded  as  follows:  Conrad 
L.,  ])orn  June  25,  1838,  is  farming  in  Ridgeway 
Township:  John  W.,  born  Nov.  11,  1842,  was  an 
artist  and  died  in  Trinidad,  British  West  Indies, 
Aug.  21,  1867;  Adelia  M.,  born  Oct.  11,  1844, 
is  the  wife  of  James  L.  Mclntyre,  a  farmer  of 
Raisin  Township;  Jay  J.,  born  Ai)ril  23,  1847, 
is  farming  in  Ridgeway  Township;  Ma  belle,  born 
Aug.  12,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  DePuy,  a 
farmer  livuig  in  Saline,  Washtenaw  Countj^;  Elea- 
nor C.,  born  Nov.  2,  1853,  is  the  wife  of  F.  M. 
Henry,  of  Lowville,  Lewis  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  Logier  L., 
born  Ai)ril  7,  1856,  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
engaged  in  agriculture;  Amiable,  born  Dec.  23, 
1857,  is  at  home;  Eldridge  L.,  born  Sept.  10,  1860, 
is  at  school  at  Janesville,  Wis.;  a  son  and  daughter 
died  in  infancy.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born 
at  Camillus,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  28,  1820.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  her  mother  of  New 
York;  the  former,  born  in  1787,  died  in  Ridge- 
way  Township  in  1867,  and  the  latter  born  in  1791, 
!    died  at  Camillus,  N.  Y.,  in  1823. 

Our    subject  is  a   man  of  remarkable  powers  in 

many  respects,  and  has  been  an  extensive  writer  for 

the  newspapers,  as  well  as  a  public  speaker.    He  has 

written  an  interesting  and  valuable  account  of  the 

early  history  of  Ridgeway  Township  and  its  first 

I   settlers.     He  has  a  most  wonderful  fund  of  facts 

j   and  incidents  connected  with  the  pioneer  days,  and 

j   always  takes  a  prominent  part  at  the  old  settlers' 

I   meeting.     He  has  been  closely  identified  with  the 

:   political,  religious  and  social  movements  of  his  time 
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and  section,  and  has  borne  an  active  part  in  all  en- 
terprises tending  to  the  benefit  of  the  community 
and  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  to  all  of  which 
he  has  been  a  liberal  contributor.  As  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  he  has  assisted  in  making  the  roads 
of  t-:e  township,  and  has  been  active  in  every  w^ay 
for  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  this  section 
of  the  State.  Although  now  past  the  allotted  period 
of  threescore  years  and  ten,  Mr.  Lowe  is  still  a  re- 
markable man,  both  in  his  physical  powers  and 
mental  faculties.  He  has  been  an  extensive  trav- 
eler, and  his  habits  of  close  observation  have  given 
him  a  fund  of  information  which  makes  him 
a  most  entertaining  companion.  He  has  excellent 
conversational  powers,  frequently  rising  to  genuine 
eloquence,  and  at  times,  in  matters  of  a  sympathetic 
nature,  is  able  to  melt  to  tears. 

In  July,  1887,  our  subject  and  his  wife  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding.  It  was  a  most  interesting 
and  delightful  occasion,  being  attended  by  scores 
of  relatives  and  old  friends,  and  the  aged  couple 
received  many  tokens  of  remembrance.  Much  of 
Mr.  Lowe's  success  in  life  is  due  to  the  good  man- 
agement and  wise  counsel  of  his  most  estimable 
wife,  who  continues  to  be  his  sjan pathetic  friend 
and  helpmeet. 

C/^  HARLE8  G.  ST0WER8,  of  the  firm  of  Stow- 
ers  &  Fitzgerald,  grocers  of  Adrian,  estab- 
^^  lished  himself  in  business  at  this  point  in 
1878,  and  in  company  with  his  able  partner,  com- 
mands a  lucrative  and  steadily  increasing  patron- 
age. Although  qnite  well  advanced  in  years,  he 
retains  his  old-time  vigor  and  activity,  and  from 
his  long  residence  here  stands  very  high  in  the  con* 
fidence  and  esteem  of  the  people. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  a  native  of 
Chester  Count}',  Vt,  and  was  born  Dec..  21,  1812, 
during  the  progress  of  the  war  of  that  period. 
His  father,  John  Stowers,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  where  he  was  born  in  1785, 
and  was  the  son  of  one  of  its  earliest  pioneers. 
John  Stowers  followed  mercantile  business,  and  in 
early  manhood  married  Miss  Sarah  Morris,  a  native 
of    Vermont,  born   in   1778,    and   the  daughter  of 
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Uriah  and  Sarah  Morris.  After  their  marriage, 
the  young  people  repaired  to  Pennsylvania,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  New  York  State,  and  lo- 
cated in  Jefferson  County  on  a  farm.  In  their  de- 
clining years  they  repaired  to  Watertown,  where 
they  died,  the  father  in  184  4,  and  the  mother 
in  1875.  A  remarkable  fact  was  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stowers  were  both  twins  in  their  respective 
families. 

Charles  G.  Stowers  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
five  children  born  to  his  parents.  His  brothers  are 
all  deceased,  and  the  remaining  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  S. 
Mann,  is  a  resident  of  Watertown, N.  Y.  Our  sub- 
ject was  a  mere  boy  w^hen  his  parents  settled  finally 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  his  childhood  and 
youth  were  spent  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers' 
sons.  After  having  come  to  years  of  discretion,  he 
engaged  in  manufacturing  confectionery  at  Water- 
town  on  his  own  account,  but  subsequently  removed 
to  Great  Bend,  Pa.,  where  he  carried  on  a  trade  in 
dry-goods  until  coming  to  Michigan,  in  1855. 
Upon  his  arrival  here  he  at  once  opened  up  a  gro- 
cery store  in  the  city  of  Adrian.  He  had  at  that 
time  a  capital  of  $25,  and  investing  this  as  judi- 
ciously as  possible,  located  on  Main  street,  and  in 
due  time,  by  close  application  to  business,  built  up 
a  flourishing  trade.  He  was  finally  obliged  to  en- 
large his  facilities,  and  removed  to  his  pre&ent 
stand  in  the  spring  of  1884.  The  business  is  now 
located  on  South  Main  street,  and  since  1879  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm,  assum- 
ing the  more  active  cares  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Stowers,  in  the  spring  of  1844,  took  to  him- 
self a  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Clara 
Allen,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  April 
15,  1822.  Her  father,  Elisha  Allen,  was  one  of  the 
best-known  citizens  of  Jefferson  County,  and  there 
spent  his  declining  years.  He  was  a  native  of 
Charleston,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
June  26,  1786.  His  wife's  birth  occurred  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1785.  Elisha  died  April  13,  1873; 
Elizabeth  died  Oct.  20,  1865.  They  had  a  family 
of   ten  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stowers  contiiuied  in  the  Empire 
State  until  1855,  and  became  the  parents  of  two 
sons,  one  of   whom   died   in   infancy,  the   other  at 

Subsequently,  with  a 
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the  age  of  eighteen   years, 
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desire  to  replace  as  far  as  possible  the  lost  ones, 
they  adopted  two  little  girls,  who  remained  with 
them  niitil  reaching  womanhood.  Julia  A.  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  H.  Miller,  of  Wyandotte,  Kan., 
and  Alice  married  Franklin  Smith,  and  is  living 
near  Adrian. 

Mr.  Stowers  started  out  in  politics  as  an  old-line 
Whig,  but  later  identified  himself  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  to  which  he  has  ever  been  true.  His 
substantial  and  comfortable  dwelling  is  located  at 
the  corner  of  Comstock  and  Front  streets,  where 
he  and  his  amiable  wife  live  in  ease  and  plenty,  and 
where  the  frequent  visits  of  their  old  friends  prove 
to  them  a  never-failing  sonrce  of  pleasure.  Here 
in  this  home  they  have  lived  nearly  thirty  years. 


^^ -^- 

^^  IIARLES  A.  FOCKLINGTON.  It  is  pecu- 
(l[  ^^  liarly  gratifying  to  the  thoughtful  and  ob- 
^^/  servant  individual,  to  note  in  how  many  in- 
stances, in  this  county  especially,  the  property  that 
was  gathered  together  so  laboriously  by  the  early 
pioneers,  is  being  carefully  preserved  in  the  family 
by  their  sons.  The  subject  of  this  biography,  like 
many  of  his  neighbors,  is  the  possessor  of  his 
father's  homestead  in  Ridgeway  Township,  where 
he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  28th  of 
Mai'ch,  1853.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits, 
and  being  naturall}^  industrious  and  ambitious,  is 
now  numbered  among  the  most  enterprising  and 
snccessful  agriculturists  of  his  township.  His  pro[)- 
erty  includes  140  acres  of  choice  land  lying  on  sec- 
tions 17  and  18,  and  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
growth  of  the  various  cereals.  This  portion  of 
Ridgeway  Township  is  in  all  respects  very  desira- 
ble, being  highly  productive  and  (Easily  tilled. 

John  Pocklington,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  England  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  a  young  man,  selecting  his  residence  in 
Raisin  Township  during  its  first  settlement.  Later 
he  was  constrained  to  change  his  location,  and  took 
up  the  land  which,  under  his  skillful  management, 
was  transformed  into  the  valuable  farm  of  to-day. 
Not  long  after  coming  to  this  county,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Julia  A.  Allen,  a  native  of  New  York 
State,   whert^  she   was   reared  to   womanhood,  and 
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i  whence  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan,  re- 
maining with  them  in  their  home  in  Ridgeway 
Township  until  her  marriage  with  John  Pockling- 
ton. Her  parents  died  in  Ridgeway  Township  in 
middle  life. 

After  their  marriage,  John  Pocklington  and  his 
wife  settled  on  the  unbroken  tract  of  land  which 
I  their  son  now  occupies,  and  which  has  been  so 
I  greatly  changed  from  its  primitive  condition.  They 
remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when,  feel- 
ing that  they  had  labored  sufficiently,  they  turned 
over  the  property  to  their  son,  and  purchased  a 
small  farm  of  sixteen  acres  in  the  same  township, 
where  they  are  now  spending  their  declining  years 
in  ease  and  quiet.  The  father  is  about  sixty  years 
of  age,  and  the  mother  sixty-two.  Although  not 
connected  with  any  church  organization,  they  have 
lived  truly  Christian  lives,  doing  good  as  they  had 
opportunity,  and  seeking  to  set  a  blameless  exam- 
ple before  the  rising  generation.  John  Pockling- 
ton cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Horatio  Sey- 
mour, in  1868,  and  since  that  time  has  been  an  un- 
;    compromising  Democrat. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  child  and 

I   second  son  in  the  parental  family,  which  included 

!   seven    children.       He    continued  with   his  parents 

I    until  reaching  his   majority,  when   they  transferred 

!    the  homestead  to  him  and  retired  from  active  labor. 

I   This  he  has  kept  up  in  the  old-time   fashion,  and 

i    bids  fair  to  operate  in  the  same  successful  manner 

I    ns  did  his  father  before  him.     He  brought  a  bride 

I   to  the  old  place  in  the  spring  of  1878,  having  been 

married,  February  7  of  that  year,  to  Miss  Sarah   J. 

Travis,  a  native  of  Macon  Township,  who  was  born 

June  28,  1854. 

Mrs.  Pocklington  is  the  daughter  of  Jerome  E. 
and  Matilda  (Harriott)  Travis,  natives  respectively 
of  New  York  and  Michigan.  Her  father  emigrated 
from  the  Empire  State  to  this  county  when  a  young 
man,  and  here  met  the  lady  who  subsequently  be- 
came his  wife.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Ma- 
con Township,  and  improved  a  good  farm,  which 
he  occupied  with  his  estimable  partner  until  the}^ 
were  both  called  to  their  long  home,  neither  living 
beyond  middle  age.  Mr.  Travis  was  a  good  citizen 
and  a  well-educated  man,  and  for  some  years  was 
engaged  in  teaching.     Fie  was  Democratic  in  poll- 
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tics,  and  filled  the  various  local  offices  of  Macon 
Township.  Both  parents  were  members  of  tlie 
Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  completed  her  educa- 
tion in  the  Clinton  schools,  and  like  her  father,  de- 
veloped into  an  intelligent  and  competent  teacher, 
which  profession  she  followed  for  some  time  before 
her  marriage.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Guy 
T.,  who  vvas  born  Jan.  7,  1879,  and  is  now  an  in- 
telligent lad  nine  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P. 
are  general  favorites  in  the  social  circles  of  Ridge- 
way  Township,  and  Mr.  Pocklington,  politically, 
gives  his  support  to  the  Prohibition  party. 
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01 JN  8.  KINNEY,  undertaker,  and  dealer  in 
furniture,  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  is  of  New  En- 
gland origin,  and  was  born  in  Alford,  Mass., 
Nov.  14, 1827.  His  father,  Thomas  Kinne}^, 
was  a  farmer  and  wagon-maker,  and  the  maiden 
name  of  his  mother  was  Lucretia  Dodge;  both  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  After  marriage,  they 
settled  in  Berkshire  County,  in  the  western  part  of 
the  Bay  State,  and  remained  there  many  years. 
Late  in  life  they  removed  to  Allegany  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  spent  their  last  days.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, who  all  lived  to  maturity,  though  but  two  now 
survive,  the  daughter  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 
The  early  life  of  J.  S.  Kinney  was  passed  in 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  wdiither  he  had  gone  with 
his  parents  when  very  young,  and  the  educational 
advantages  enjoyed  by  him  were  those  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  county.  When  he  was  eight- 
een years  of  age  his  father  died,  and  our  subject 
then  started  out  to  seek  his  own  living  and  estab- 
lish for  himself  a  home.  He  worked  at  anything 
he  found  to  do,  being  variously  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  other  occupations. 

Mr.  Kinney's  marriage  with  Miss  Clarissa  Bresie, 
of  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  occurred  in  1847. 
They  continued  to  reside  in  that  county  until  18G I, 
when  they  removed  with  their  family  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  Mr.  Kinney  engaged  in  the  carpenter 
and  joiner's  trade,  becoming  a  successful  contractor 


and  builder.  He  afterward  received  a  flattering 
offer,  which  he  accepted,  to  become  Superintendent 
of  a  vineyard  comprising  eighty  acres  of  land, 
owned  and  conducted  by  a  stock  company,  and 
held  this  lucrative  position  thirteen  years.  Com- 
ing to  Michigan,  subsequently,  he  invested  a  part 
of  his  capital  in  Tecumseh  Township,  purchasing 
the  place  now  known  as  the  Gilmore  farm,  lying 
west  of  the  city  of  Tecumseh,  and  after  securing  a 
desirable  tenant,  went  back  to  Ohio.  Six  years 
later  he  returned  to  Michigan,  this  time  bringing 
his  family  with  him,  and  took  possession  of  his  farm 
in  this  township,  which  he  managed  for  himself 
until  1882,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  into  the 
village  of  Tecumseh.  In  1883  he  embarked  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business  on  the  corner 
of  Chicago  and  Railroad  streets.  He  moved  to 
his  present  stand  in  October,  1886,  occupying  the 
building  known  as  the  Agricultural  Building,  which 
was  formerly  used  as  a  manufactory  for  farm  im- 
plements. Here  Mr.  Kinney  has  a  full  line  of  all 
kinds  of  furniture,  and  a  large  assortment  of  under- 
taking goods.  He  has  a  good  hearse  and  is  ready 
for  all  calls  at  short  notice. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  The  death  of 
AYilliam  L.,  the  eldest  son,  occurred  while  the  fam- 
ily were  living  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  accidentally 
shot  while  out  hunting.  Alma  F.  is  the  wife  of 
(George  H.  Tansley,  of  Tecumseh,  and  Walter  S.  is 
in  the  store  with  his  father.  The  enterprise  and 
business  capacity  of  Mr.  Kinney  make  him  a  val- 
ued citizen  of  Tecumseh.  He  is  a  member  of  Bige- 
low  Lodge,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
likewise  of  Chapter  Thatcher. 

\j!  AMMS  SMITH.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  accomplished, 
much  in  life,  as  the  sketch  below  will  show. 
They  have  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
ei'ty  and  have  surrounded  themselves  with  all  the 
material  comforts  of  life,  but  that  which  gives 
them  the  most  comfort  in  their  declining  years  is 
that  they  have  given  the  world  a  family  of  children 
who  are  a  credit  and  honor  to  them,  and  the  com- 
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niiinity  is  made  better  for  their  liv^es.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  have  obeyed  implicitly  the  injunction 
to  "bring  up  the  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and 
in  after  years  he  will  not  depart  from  it,"  and  in 
this  they  have  a  happy  subject  for  their  contem- 
plation. 

Mr.  Smith  and  his  wife  now  live  in  retirement 
on  his  farm  of  120  acres  of  well-improved  land,  on 
section  35,  in  the  fractional  part  of  Ridge wa}^  Town- 
ship, the  line  between  Macon  and  Ridgeway  Town- 
ships passing  through  his  house.  He  is  a  native  oi 
Yorkshire,  England,  born  on  the  9th  of  May,  1<S02, 
and  w\as  reared  and  educated  in  that  county.  In 
1830,  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  bade  good- 
bye to  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  his  native 
land  and  sailed  for  the  United  States,  and  after  an 
exceedingly  rough  and  tempestuous  voyage,  landed 
in  New  York  on  the  9th  of  November.  He  lived 
in  the  State  of  New  York  about  three  ^^ears  engaged 
in  gardening  on  Van  Skike's  Island,  in  the  Hudson 
River,  near  Troy.  In  the  fall  of  1833  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  was  employed  as  a  common  laborer 
for  three  years,  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  on  section  9,  in  Ridgeway  Township.  He 
improved  that  farm  and  then  sold  it  and  came  to 
his  present  location,  buying  the  farm  where  he  has 
lived  since  1854. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Tecuraseh  Township, 
on  the  8th  of  November,  1836,  to  Miss  Amelia 
Whalley,  who  was  born  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  Ireland.  She  came  to  the  United  States 
with  a  sister,  before  she  was  nineteen  years  of  age, 
and  at  once  settled  in  this  county.  She  is  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased. 
The  surviving  children  are:  Hannah,  the  wife  of 
Abe  Herrington,  who  is  living  on  a  farm  in  Macon 
Township;  George  W.,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given 
in  another  place  in  this  volume;  Edmund,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Hoagiand,  is  a  resident  of  Ridgeway 
Township,  on  a  farm;  Solomon,  who  lives  with  his 
father;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  Thomas  V.  Hoagiand, 
of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  elsewhere;  Sophia,  de- 
ceased;  Gilbert,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Brown, 
and  is  living  on  a  farm  in  Ridgeway  Township,  and 
Albert,  who  married  Miss  ''Tib"  Auten,  and  is  resid- 
ing on  a  farm  in  Milan  Township,  Monroe  County. 
Mrs.  Smith  belongs  to  the  Society   of  Friends,  but 


her  husbjind  is  a  memlxn*  of  the  E[)iscopal  Church. 
They  are  both  highly  respected  and  much  esteemed 
by  all  tlieir  neighliors  and  the  community  in  gen- 
eral, for  their  excellent  qualities  and  benevolent 
dispositions.  JMr.  Smith  is  an  unswerving  i)emo- 
ciat,  and  by  l)otli  work  and  speech  has  for  many 
years  proved  his  devotion  and  fidelity  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  i)arty.  The  children  they  have 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood  are  all  well 
settled  in  life  and  are  all  married  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Solomon.  The  homes  of  none  of  them  are 
very  distant  from  the  old  homestead,  and  the  visits 
of  all  of  them  to  the  father  and  mother  are  fre- 
quent and  heartily  welcome. 

^^  HARLES  R.  Dubois,  one  of  the  successful 


.  young  farmei*; 
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s  on  section  3,  Ridgeway  Town- 
p,  owns  sixty  acres  of  good  land,  adaj^ted 
to  the  groAvth  of  fine  grain.  He  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Ridgeway  Township,  on  the  12th  of 
November,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  John  DuBois, 
who  yet  occupies  the  original  homestead,  which  was 
purchased  by  him  at  a  very  early  date  in  the  set- 
tlement of  Michigan.  Our  subject  spent  his  early 
life  at  home,  where  he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  which  event  occurred  in  Raisin  Township 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1871.  The  lady  with  whom 
he  entered  into  this  contract  was  Miss  Sarah  Bee- 
vers,  who  was  born  in  Raisin  Township  on  the  6th 
of  May,  1851.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  (Lee)  Bee  vers,  natives  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  who  were  reared  and  married  in  that 
country,  and  emigrated  to  America,  becoming  early 
settlers  of  Raisin  Township,  where  they  have-always 
resided. 

To  the  parents  of  Mrs.  DuBois  were  born  twelve 
children,  of  whom  three  died  in  infanc3^  The}^ 
were  born  as  follows:  William,  Nov.  5,  1846;  Ann 
Elizabeth,  eluly  18,  1849;  Sarah,  May  6,  1851; 
Anna,  eJan.  10,  1855;  George,  Aug.  23,  1856; 
Jane,  July  16,  1857;  Capitola,  April  13,  1859; 
Harriet  E.,  July  8,  1862,  and  Leona,  Nov.  15, 
1869.  William  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  p]ngland, 
the  others  in  Raisin  Township,  this  county.  Mrs. 
DuBois  was  reared  to  w^oraanhood  at  the  home   of 
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her  i)arents,  and  was  educated  in  the  Higli  School 
at  Tecnmseh.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  chihlren 
— Elrnest  and  Mary  Elizabetli.  Since  their  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  DiiBois  have  lived  on  tlie  farm 
which  they  now  occupy  with  the  exception  of  three 
years,  and  through  their  joint  efforts  have  earned 
the  money  with  which  to  pay  for  it.  In  their  busi- 
ness affairs  there  has  been  tlie  greatest  harmou}^ 
between  them,  and  whatever  efforts  the  husband  has 
made  have  been  ably  seconded  by  the  wife. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  DuBois  are  active  and  energetic 
young  people,  and  in  their  social  relations  occupy 
an  enviable  position.  They  are  active  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  in  which  Mrs.  DuBois  fills 
the  position  of  organist.  Mr.  DnBois  has  been 
Township  Treasurer  two  years,  and  handled  the 
funds  of  the  township  judiciously  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  people.  He  is  a  Democrat,  first,  last 
and  all  the  time,  and  contributes  liberally  of  his 
time  to  the  maintenance  of  that  party. 
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|OHN  PATTERSON  is  a  retired  farmer  and 
I  resides  in  the  city  of  Adrian.  He  is  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age,  and  has  spent  over  half 
a  century  in  this  locality,  having  first  come 
to  Lenawee  Connty  fifty-six  years  ago.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson was  born  in  Ireland  on  the  15th  day  of 
December,  1810.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
he  emigrated  to  America,  accompanying  an  older 
brother,  and  landed  at  the  city  of  New  York. 
From  there  he  went  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  two  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1831  he  came  to  Lenawee  Connty, 
and  stopped  in  Adrian,  near  which  he  obtained 
work  upon  a  farm  and  at  a  sawmill.  Soon  after- 
ward he  went  to  Hillsdale  Connty,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  piece  of  land  consisting  of  160  acres, 
upon  which  he  made  improvements  and  cleared  off' 
a  portion  of  the  timber.  On  this  farm  he  began 
raising  wheat,  and  in  this  branch  of  agriculture 
attained  considerable  success,  raising  in  one  year 
1,000  bushels,  the  quality  of  which  was  very  fine, 
and  which  received  the  admiration  of  all  the  far- 
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mers  in  the  neighborhood.  After  remaining  on  this 
farm  for  nine  years  he  made  a  return  trip  to  his 
native  country  for  the  purpose  of  recuperating  his 
health,  and  upon  his  return  to  Michigan  he  ex- 
changed his  160  acres  in  Hillsdale  County  for  forty 
acres  lying  near  Adrian,  receiving  the  difference  in 
value  between  the  two  farms  in  money.  He  im- 
proved these  forty  acres  and  resided  there  for  two 
years,  and  then  i)urchased  100  acres  on  the  River 
Raisin,  and  added  to  them  until  he  had  200  acres  in 
that  locality.  This  farm  he  began  vigorously  to 
improve,  clearing  the  timl)er  from  it,  erecting  a 
good  brick  residence  and  two  commodious  barns. 
He  continued  to  make  his  home  on  this  farm  until 
he  removed  to  Adrian  in  1866,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  disposed  of  his  200 -acre  farm,  which 
lay  in  and  near  the  town  of  Palmyra,  for  $11,000, 
and  purchased  a  farm  of  110  acres  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship, which  he  still  owns,  but  leases  to  other  parties. 
On  this  farm  there  is  a  good  house  and  barn. 

On  the  10th  day  of  January,  1841,  Mr.  Patterson 
was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Far  rah,  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship, this  count}^  She  was  born  in  England,  in 
which  country  she  lived  until  fifteen  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  she  accompanied  her  parents  to 
America.  Her  family  were  early  settlers  in  Lena- 
wee County.  Her  parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Temple)  Farrah,  who  both  died  in  this  county, 
the  father  on  the  20th  day  of  January,  1852,  and 
the  mother  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1872.  Mrs. 
Patterson  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  children 
who  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Her  par- 
ents became  settlers  of  Lenawee  County  in  the 
year  1838,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  their 
death  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  have  but  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Mary  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lindley  R. 
Harkness,  now  a  resident  of  Elkhart,  Ind.  She  has 
two  children,  named  Freddie  L.  and  Jennie  E.  Mr. 
Patterson  erected  his  present  residence,  which  is  a 
commodious  frame  structure,  in  1878,  and  since 
that  time  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
beautif3dng  and  making  pleasant  its  surroundings. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  have  so  arranged  their 
affairs  that  they  may  live  in  comfort  and  ease  the 
balance  of  their  days,  and  they  enjoy  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  the  people  of  Adrian  and  of  the 
[   portions  of  Lenawee   County   in  which  they  have 
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resided.  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  strong  adherent  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  always  votes 
that  ticket.  He  was  brought  up  in  the  P^piscopal 
faith,  whilst  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  noble 
Society  of  Friends. 

zp^EORGE  F.  CHANDLER.  Among  the  suc- 
jlj  cessful  agriculturists  and  prominent  citizens 

^^Jl  of  Lenawee  County,  is  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice,  who  is  engaged  in  his  inde- 
pendent calling  on  section  86,  Riga  Township. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Chandler  were  Thomas  and  Re- 
becca (Baker)  Chandler,  for  parental  history  of 
whom  see  sketch  of  T.  G.  Chandler. 

George  Chandler  was  born  in  East  Kent,  En- 
gland, Dec.  9,  1836.  His  opportunities  for  acquir- 
ing an  education  in  his  native  country  were  very 
meager,  for  while  the  school  privileges  of  England 
were  very  limited  at  that  time,  he  being  the  eldest 
son  of  his  parents  was  obliged  to  work  as  soon  as 
large  enough  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1854  in  the 
sailing-vessel  "Christiana,"  and  arriving  in  New  York 
City  on  July  6,  proceeded  at  once  to  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.  As  soon  as  he  conveniently  could  after  lo- 
cating there,  our  subject  commenced  attending 
school  to  make  up  for  the  deficiencies  of  his  neglected 
education,  attending  first  the  district  schools  for  two 
winters,  where  he  made  such  rapid  progress  that  he 
was  then  enabled  to  enter  Macedon  Academy,  in 
which  he  pursued  his  studies  until  1858.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  attended 
a  select  school  at  Morey's  Corners  through  the  win- 
ter term,  and  the  following  summer  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Richfield  Township.  In  breaking  up 
new  land  which  was  supposed  to  have  been  an  In- 
dian camping  ground,  he  plowed  up  a  copper  medal 
with  Admiral  Boscanen's  name  inscribed  on  it,  and 
bearing  date  July  26,  1758.  Subsequently  he 
taught  school  in  winter,  and  farmed  in  summer 
until  1861,  when  he  returned  to  Macedon,  N.  Y., 
and  attended  school  until  October,  ^vhen  he  again 
removed  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  following  winter  taught 
near  Sylvania,  Lucas  County,  that  State. 

In  August,  1862,  during  the  trying  days  of   the 
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Into  Rebc^llion,  Mr.  Chandler  gladly  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  adopted  country,  l)ecoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  1  1 1th  Ohio  Infantry.  The  most  important 
battles  in  which  he  partici[)nted  were  Stone  River, 
Cam|)beirs  Station,  and  the  siege  of  Knoxville. 
After  the  last  mentioned  siege  he  was  employed  in 
the  office  of  purveyor  of  medicine,  and  while  there 
liis  sight  began  to  fail,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
wns  sent  to  the  hospital.  Shortly  after,  he  was 
granted  a  sixty -days  leave  of  al)sence,  and  at  the 
ex[)ir{ition  of  his  furlough  he  was  ordered  to  report 
at  the  de[)artment  [)ost  hospital  in  Detroit,  and 
in  1864  he  was  transferred  to  Company  C,  2d 
Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.  He  never  joined 
the  regiment,  however,  as  he  was  immediately  de- 
tailed to  do  duty  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
post  hospital  in  Detroit,  and  here  he  served  until 
he  received  his  discharge  Sept.  5,  1865.  He  has 
suffered  much  with  his  eyes  ever  since,  and  at  times 
he  can  use  them  but  little.  Finally  he  was  obliged 
to  relinquish  his  pedagogical  duties,  which  he  had 
resumed  after  his  discharge,  and  pursued  some 
seven  or  eight  years. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  married,  Feb.  18, 1865,  to  Miss 
Augusta  Dolph,  who  was  born  in  Sylvania,  Lucas 
Co.,  Ohio,  March  7,  1848.  Her  father,  Abda  Dolph, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  pioneer  of  Lucas 
County,  where  he  settled  in  1846.  He  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  adjacent  to  the  village  of  Sylvania, 
where  he  cleared  a  farm  and  lived  until  1875;  he 
is  now  living  in  retirement  in  Toledo.  The  maiden 
name  of  Mrs.  Chandler's  mother  was  Amelia  Porter, 
and  she  was  also  anativ^eof  New  York;  she  died  in 
Sylvania,  in  March,  1879. 

The  household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chandler 
has  been  completed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Clinton  C,  Alberta  R.,  Millie  R.,  Bernard 
W.,  Frank  G.,  Charles  D.,  Merle  H.  and  Kenneth 
O.  Millie  R.  was  married,  Nov.  24,  1881,  to  Will- 
iam H.  Gibbs,  of  Sylvania,  Ohio,  and  now  living 
on  a  farm  in  Sylvania  Township.  AY.  H.  Gibbs  is 
a  son  of  Thomas  Gibbs.  Mr.  Chandler  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  while  his 
intelligence,  ability,  and  excellent  judgment  make 
him  an  important  factor  in  the  government  of  the 
town,  and  he  is  frequently  called  upon  to  serve  in 
various  official  capacities.     For  four  years  he  was 
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Drain  Commissioner;  he   served 
l\»ace  four  years,  and  Highway  ( 
years ;  he  is  now  Chairman  of  the 
Mr.     Cliaiidleris  a  member  of 
No.  287,  F.   &  A.   M.,  and  also 
473,  G .  A.  R.     In  politics  he  is  a 
and  Mrs.  Chandler  are   pleasant, 
and  have  greatly  aided  the  social 
the  town. 


as  Justice  of  the 
Commissioner  fonr 
School  Board. 

Sylvan ia  Lodge 
of  Page  Post  No. 
Republican.  Mr. 
agreeable   people^ 

development    of 
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ICHAEL  HENDERSHOTT,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best-known  settlers  of  Lenawee 
County,  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  results 
of  industry  and  energy,  having  by  his  own 
unaided  efforts  accumnlated  a  valuable  property; 
indeed  he  is  credited  with  being  the  wealthiest  man 
in  Southeastern  Michigan.  He  owns  600  acres  of 
valuable  land  on  section  7,  in  Macon  Township, 
which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  where  he  has  established  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable homesteads  in  the  State.  Everything  about 
the  premises  wears  the  aspect  of  solidity,  the  build- 
ings being  of  first-class  description,  plain  but  thor- 
oughly well  built,  and  constructed  of  the  best  ma- 
terials. The  family  residence  is  commodious  and 
substantial,  set  in  the  midst  of  well-kept  grounds, 
and  the  barns  adjacent,  together  with  all  the  other 
accommodations  for  grain  and  stock,  combine  all  the 
conveniences  required  by  the  modern  and  progres- 
sive farmer.  Mr.  Hendershott  knows  all  about  the 
difticidties  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  and  what  it 
is  to  begin  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder.  His  career  is 
a  striking  example  of  what  ma,y  be  accomplished 
by  industry  and  determination,  and  furnishes  a  nar- 
rative from  which  the  present  generation  might  re- 
ceive a  most  excellent  lesson. 

Mr.  Hendershott  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  River,  in  Jersey  Township,  Columbia 
Co.,  Pa.,  June  8,  1805.  His  parents,  William  and 
Mary  (Kitchen)  Hendershott,  were  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State,  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing many  years,  but  finally  joined  his  son  in  Michi- 
gan, where  both  parents  died  at  the  home  of  our 
subject.  The  mother  received  fatal  injuries  by  be- 
ing thrown  from  a  buggy  while  the  horse  was  run- 
ning away,  and  met  her  death  under  these  distress- 


ing  circumstances  after  she  had  arrived  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty  years;  the  father  survived 
some  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  the  fourth 
child  of  his  parents,  with  whom  he  remained  in  his 
native  State  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years.  Upon 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  repaired  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm 
laborer  some  time,  and  then  came  to  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  locating  in  Tecumseh  about  1830.  He 
subsequently  engaged  as  a  stage  driver,  principall}^ 
between  Saline  and  Tecumseh,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed five  years  at  the  munificent  salary  of  $12 
per  month.  But  notwithstanding  this,  by  a  course 
of  frugality  and  rigid  economy,  he  managed  to  save 
each  year  something  from  his  earnings,  and  in  1835 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  eighty  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  the  sum  of  $200.  He  subsequently 
sold  this  for  $500,  and  after  this  first  fortunate 
speculation,  began  buying  land  in  large  quantities, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  selling,  but  for  cultivation. 
By  this  means,  he  not  only  secured  for  himself  the 
basis  of  a  fortune,  but  furnished  employment  to 
numbers  of  men,  thus  proving  a  true  benefactor  to 
many  in  need.  He  finally  decided  to  locate  his 
homestead  here,  where  he  has  his  land  in  one  body, 
and  has  spent  many  years  in  bringing  it  to  its  pres- 
ent condition. 

The  lady  who  with  dignity  and  amiability  pre- 
sided over  the  household  affairs  of  our  subject  for 
a  period  of  thirty-four  years,  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Rosina  Collier,  and  became  his  wife  in  July, 
1 834.  Mrs.  Hendershott  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1817,  of  parents  who  were  na- 
tives of  that  State  and  whose  ancestors  were  origi- 
nally from  Holland.  She  was  but  a  child  when  hei* 
parents  removed  from  the  Empire  State  and  located 
in  Macon  Township,  this  county,  where  she  was 
reai-ed  to  womanhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hendershott 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  and  the  wife 
and  mother  died  at  her  home  in  Macon  Township 
when  about  fifty  years  of  age. 

IMiss  Louisa  Hendershott,  the  second  daughter  of 
our  subject,  was  married  in  1869  to  Cassius  M. 
Mills,  who  is  carrying  on  farming  in  Macon  Town- 
ship; William  is  married  and  carries  on  farming  in 
Leslie  Township,  Ingham  County;  John  is  married 
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and  farms  in  Teciuiiseh  Township,  while  Jesse  con- 
tinues at  home  with  his  father;  Catherine  is  the 
wife  of  Martin  llendershott,  of  Macon  Township; 
George  is  married  and  is  also  farming  in  this  town- 
ship; Eva  is  married  and  a  resident  of  Dunkirk, 
Ohio;  Michael  lives  in  Minnesota,  and  Elmer  E.  is 
a  practicing  physician  of  Dunkirk,  Ohio. 

Mr.  llendershott  upon  reaching  manhood  identi- 
iied  himself  with  the  old  A\'hig  l)arty,  but  upon  its 
abandoiunent  cordially  endorsed  Republican  |)rin- 
ciples,  to  which  he  has  since  given  his  undivided 
support.  The  necessity  for  toil  and  anxiety  with 
him  has  passed  away,  and  now,  surrounded  b}  liie 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  life  and  the  respect  of 
fi'iends,  he  is  passing  his  declining  years  in  the  ease 
and  comfort  which  ai*e  his  just  due.  He  has  seen  the 
wilderness  transformed  into  smiling  fields  and  beau- 
tiful cities,  and  would  not  pnrt  with  his  long  i\m\ 
rich  experience  in  life,  for  it  is  that  wdiich  made  of 
him  a  man  among  men  and  contributed  to  the  suc- 
cess with  which  he  lias  been  so  amph'  rewarded. 
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ENRY  A.  ANOELI^,  for  many  years  one  of 
the  most  active  and  enterprising  manufact- 
urers of  the  city  of  Adrijin,  wns  engag(;d 
in  manufacturing  all  kinds  of  iron  castings, 
car- wheels,  etc.,  and  in  building  railwaj'  cars,  l)ut  is 
now  living  in  retirement.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Newport,  Herkimei'  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  14th  of 
September,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Ezekiel  .Mud 
Cjaithia  (Brown)  Angell,  the  father  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  mother  of  i\I  a  ssach  use  Us. 
who  had  settled  in  Hei'kimer  County,  N.  Y.,  some 
time  after  their  marriage.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Angell  was 
born  in  1800,  and  died  in  188G.  and  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 
Henry  A.,  the  subject  of  our  personal  memoir,  was 
the  second  son,  and  his  youth  was  passed  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity,  where  he  attended  a  district 
school,  in  wdiich  he  obtained  a  fair  English  educa- 
tion. At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  and  learned  the  foundry  and  car- wheel 
business,  at  wdiich  lie  worked  some  ten  years  faith- 
fully, and  during  which  time  he  accumulated  suf- 


ficient   capital    with    which   to   begin    business    for 
himself. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  Mr.  Angell  came  to  Adrian 
and  immediately  erected  a  foundry,  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  car- wheels  and  castings.  A  co- 
partnership was  shortly  after  entered  into  by  Mr. 
Angell  with  B.  E.  Russell,  and  the  business  was  car- 
ried on  successfully  l)y  this  firm  for  about  ten 
years,  after  which,  Mr.  Angell  having  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner,  continued  to  carry  on  the 
factory  under  the  nanu'  of  the  Adrian  Car  Manu- 
facturing Company.  Mr.  Angell  enlarged  and  ex- 
pended his  trade  to  such  dimensions  that  the 
employment  of  800  men  became  necessary,  and 
his  nn)n Lilly  [)ay-roll  swelled  to  over  120,000  per 
montli.  Tlie  product  of  the  establishment,  for  a 
considerable  time,  was  wholly  taken  by  the  North- 
ern I*acitic  Railroad  Companj^  and  one  contract 
entered  into  with  tiiat  com|)any  amounted  to 
.i^  1,000,000.  In  1873,  during  the  great  financial  de- 
pression and  the  falling  off  of  business  consequent 
upoii  the  panic  of  that  year,  Mr.  Angell  was  com- 
pelled to  close  down  his  \vorks,  for  want  of  work  to 
keei)  the  men  employed,  and  they  were  afterward 
sold.  Tlie  })urchaser  was  the  Peninsular  Car  Com- 
pany, w1h(  h  operated  some  three  years,  and  then 
moved  the  works  to  Detroit,  Mich. 

In  1  88;>  Mr.  Angell  purchased  some  stock  in  the 
company  known  as  Alger.  Smith  &.  Co.,  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  lumlier  lu.isiness.  At  that  time  the 
company  was  the  owner  of  over  ()0,000  acres  of 
timber  land,  but  to  this  vast  tract  they  have  -nade 
large  additions  in  the  last  four  or  five  yea-  s  and  at 
tlie  }:>resent  time  the  [possessions  of  the  company 
amount  to  over  90,000  acres,  ail  of  which  is  in  the 
State  of  Micliigan.  The  business  of  this  company 
has  grown  to  immense  proportions,  and  from  his  in- 
vestment in  it  Mr.  Angell  derives  a  very  handsome 
revenue.  On  the  24th  of  February,  1868,  Mr. 
Angell's  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
He  had  been  a  veiy  industrious  man,  and  during 
almost  his  entire  life  w^orked  at  the  blacksmith 
trade,  and  had  been  measurably  successful  in  the 
business  in  a  financial  point  of  view. 

October  4,  1849,  Mr.  Angell  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Adelia  S.  Sizer,  a  native  of  Shef- 
field,   Mass.,    who  w^as  born  on  the  27th    of  Au- 
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gTist,  1880,  jukI  was  the  daughter  of  Aiuandas 
and  Elizabeth  M.  (Collins)  8izer,  fornierly  of  Ches- 
ter, Mass.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell  were  horn 
three  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  They 
have  one  adopted  danghter,  upon  whom  tlie}'  con- 
ferred the  name  of  Maggie  Angell,  who  is  the  wife 
of  E.  Russell,  and  is  a  resident  of  Chicago. 

The  residence  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  on 
East  Maumee  street,  is  one  of  the  most  l)eautiful 
and  imposing  dwellings  in  the  city.  It  is  large  in 
size  and  built  of  brick,  and  is  most  commodious. 
The  ornamentation  and  architectural  design  are 
both  elaborate,  and  not  even  in  the  slightest  degree 
has  anything  been  omitted  in  its  construction  that 
can  add  to  the  beauty  of  its  ai)pearance  or  the 
comfort  of  the  occupants.  The  surroundings  are 
in  keeping  with  the  edifice,  and  are  exceedingly 
lovely. 

In  politics  Mr.  Angell  is,  and  has  always  been,  a 
stanch  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  although  no  aspirant  for  the  duties  or 
emoluments  of  public  office.  During  the  late  war, 
when  the  (xeneral  (Tovernment  was  in  need  of  both 
men  and  mone3%  Mr.  Angell  with  rare  patriotism 
opened  his  purse  and  contributed  the  sum  of  |10,- 
000  to  aid  in  procuring  volunteers  for  the  army, 
thus  avoiding  a  draft  in  the  ward  of  the  city  which 
is  honored  by  his  residence.  Mr.  Angell  has  served 
as  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Adrian  one  term,  and  has 
always  closely  identified  himself  witli  the  city's 
material  interests. 

The  publishers  of  this  Album  present  the  por- 
trait of  this  eminent  gentlemen  to  their  patrons,  on 
an  adjoining  page,  as  one  of  the  leading  represent- 
ative men  of  this  section  of  the  State,  and  one 
who  has  been  so  long  and  so  largel}^  instrumental  in 
the  development  and  growth  of  Adrian  and  Lena- 
wee County. 

^^  OHN  H.  N YLAND.  The  early  years  of  this 
gentleman  were  spent  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  where  his  birth  took  place  in 
the  Province  of  Gilderland,  Holland,  June 
o,  1829.  After  completing  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  land  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  shoemaker's  trade  under  the 


instruction  of  his  father,  with  whom  lie  remained 
until  reaching  manhood. 

Our  subject,  in  18r)4,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
found  himself  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whence  not 
long  afterward  he  migrated  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
soon  secured  employment  at  his  trade,  continuing 
with  one  firm  for  six  years.  In  tlie  spring  of  18o9 
lie  left  the  Buckeye  State,  and  coming  into  this 
county,  established  his  pi'esent  business  in  Tecum- 
seh  as  a  dealer  in  boots  and  slioes.  The  first  year 
he  worked  at  tlie  bench,  as  usual,  but  the  second, 
his  business  having  gi-eatly  enlarged,  he  turned  his 
whole  attention  to  the  trade,  and  in  1864,  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother-in-law,  George  Heesen,  he 
[)urchased  a  store  building  in  which  he  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1879.  From  there  he  was  com- 
pelled to  remove  at  that  time,  and  he  took  posses- 
sion of  his  present  quarters,  on  the  south  side  of 
Chicago  street,  where  he  has  done  business  ever 
since.  He  supplies  a  large  list  of  customers  with 
the  best  boots  and  shoes  from  Eastern  manufact- 
urers and  from  his  known  upright  business  methods, 
is  regarded  with  entire  confidence  by  a  host  of 
friends  and  patrons. 

Mr.  Nyland,  while  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
was  married  in  April,  1858,  to  Miss  Ilandrena 
lleesen,  a  native  of  his  ow^n  country,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  when  a  little  girl  ten  years  of  age, 
with  her  father's  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nyland  are 
the  parents  of  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  recorded  as  follows:  Nellie  is  a  clerk  in 
her  father's  store;  Jennie  A.  is  a  teacher  at  Orang(^ 
City,  Iowa;  Frank  is  at  school  in  Tecinuseh,  whih^ 
Angeline  is  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  deaf  and 
dumb  scliool  at  Flint,  Mich.,  and  John  R.  remains 
with  his  parents. 

The  Nyland  famil}^  residence  is  a  neat  and  com- 
fortable structure,  handsomely  furnished  and  re- 
plete with  the  evidences  of  refined  tastes  and  ample 
means.  For  a  man  wdio  landed  in  this  country  with 
a  cash  capital  of  |4,  no  one  will  deny  that  Mr. 
Nyland  has  made"  good  use  of  his  time.  He  still 
has  in  his  possession  that  identical  money  in  gold, 
as  a  reminder  of  other  days.  Mr.  Nyland  owns  a 
good  farm  in  Raisin  Township  of  160  acres,  sup- 
plied, with  the  necessary  buildings  and  under  a  fine 
state    of   cultivation.     This     is    superintended    b}^ 
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himself  and    worked  \)\  liii-ed    linnds,  and  its  prod- 
ucts add  liaiidsonK^ly  to  liis  incM)in(\ 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Frederick  nnd  Jnnn.'i 
T.  (Vaar-werk)  Nyland,  were  also  natives  of  Hol- 
land, where  the  mother  died  while  ^till  a  .young 
woman,  and  before  her  son  John  H.  came  to  this 
country.     The  father  is  still  living  there. 


^ ^H^ ^ 

^p^  HARLES  C.  BRADISH,  a  gentleman  in  tlu^ 
{■(^1  prime  of  life,  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
^^^  Madison  Township.  His  parents  were  Cnl- 
vin  and  Mary  A.  (Jennings)  Bradisli,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Wa^nie  and  Cortland  Counties,  N. 
Y.  The  parents  of  Calvin  Bradisli  Avere  Calvin 
and  Nancy  (Post)  J^radish,  who  emigrated  to 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in  1881,  and  settled  in 
Madison  Township.  They  had  twelve  children,  of 
whom  Calvin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth. 

Calvin  Bradish,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  27,  1808,  and  in  1833  he  came  to  Len- 
awee County,  and  settled  in  Madison  Township 
where  he  took  up  1  60  acres  of  Government  land, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  more.  In  Madison 
Township  he  married  Miss  Mary  Jennings,  and  set- 
tled in  the  same  township.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Bradish  were  Daniel  and  Polly  (Clark)  Jennings, 
the  former  a  native  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  latter  of  Colerain,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.  They 
married  and  settled  first  in  Cortland  County,  N. 
Y.,  but  afterward  removed  to  Wayne  County  in 
the  same  State,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  The  mother  died  July  25,  18(31,  and 
the  father  survived  her  until  Oct.  G,  1868.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
Mary  A.,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth.  She  was  bom  in  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  25,  1814,  and  to  her  and  Calvin  Bra- 
dish were  born  three  children — Horace  C,  Orin  11. 
and  Charles  C. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  child  in  the  par- 
ental family,  and  was  born  in  Madison  Townshii), 
Sept.  28,  1845.  He  passed  his  early  years  in  the 
manner  common  to  most  farmers'  boys,  engaged  in 
the  lighter  work  about  the  farm  and  attending  the 


public  schools,  but  being  a  studious  youth  he  made 
good  progress  in  his  studies,  and  showed  a  marked 
aptitude  for  mntluMUfitics.  This  elementary  course 
at  the  di^ti'ict  school  was  supplemented  by  one 
term's  study  at  Hillsdale  College,  which  he  entered 
when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  l)y  a  course 
of  three  terms  at  Adrian  College.  He  subsequently 
took  a  complete  course  at  Oberlin  (kJlege,  Ohio, 
and  Avas  graduated  from  the  commercial  department 
of  that  institution  in  1 8(;6.  After  finishing  his 
studies  Mr.  Brfidish  remained  at  home  for  n  few 
months  and  then  worked  out  for  a  short  time.  Sub- 
sequently he  entered  Kind)airs  crockery  store  at 
Adrian,  but  only  remained  there  about  three 
months,  being  then  called  home  by  tlie  death  of  his 
father.  He  at  once  assumed  charge  of  the  farm, 
and  lias  since  been  engaged  in  agricnltural  pur- 
suits; he  is  pro[)rietor  of  eight}^  aci'es  of  land.  Mr. 
Bradish  was  first  married  in  Madison  Township, 
Feb.  23,  1871,  to  Miss  Eliza  W.  English,  who  died 
June  13,  1874.  He  was  a  s(H*ond  time  married,  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  17,  1876,  to  Miss 
Chloe  Sanford,  wdio  died  F'eb.  2,  1877.  He  was 
again  married,  June  28,  1882,  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Carrie  Sanford.  To  them  have  been 
born  two  children — Edith  M.  and  Stanley  S. 

Mr.  Bradish  is  an  important  factor  in  a  pros- 
perous and  intelligent  connnunity,  and  has  prom- 
inently identified  himself  Avitli  the  bnsiness  and 
social  interests  of  his  native  town.  He  has  held  the 
ollice  of  Supervisor  of  Madison  Township  four 
terms,  and  served  as  Town  Clerk  eight  terms;  in 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


1/  LIKE  T.  SCOT' 
I  (^  freight  train  o 
iL^  gan     Southern 


LIKE  T.   SCOTT,    conductor   of  a  through 
on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 

Railroad,    and     having    his 

headquarters  at  Adrian,  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  capable  young  men  on  the  road.  He  has 
chosen  a  calling  to  which  he  seems  especially 
adapted,  and  in  which  he  has  gained  much  knowl- 
edge and  capacity  by  an  experience  of  several 
years.  Although  of  a  prudent  and  retiring  disposi- 
tion, he  is  actively  alive  to  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities im])Osed  upon  him,  and  is  considered  one  of 
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the  most  reliable  men  in  the  employ  of  thih  great 
company. 

Mr.  Scott  has  made  his  home  in  this  county  dur- 
ing his  entire  life.  He  was  born  in  Ridgeway 
Township,  May  25,  1852,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
John  and  li^mily  (Taylor)  Scott,  both  of  whom  are 
natives  of  England,  who  emigrated  to  America  in 
1849.  John  Scott  was  born  in  Yorkshire.  June  11, 
1826,  and  was  the  son  of  Luke  and  Mary  (John- 
son) Scott,  who  were  also  of  p]nglish  birth  and  par- 
entage. The  father  of  the  subject  of  our  personal 
memoir  was  reared  in  the  agricultural  districts  of 
his  native  county,  and  was  married,  Nov.  1 1, 1846, 
to  Miss  Emily  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  and 
Mary  Taylor.  Three  years  later,  with  a  laudable 
desire  to  better  his  fortune,  he  sailed  with  his  little 
family  for  the  New  World,  and  on  arrival  came 
West,  and  settled  shortly  afterward  in  Lenawee 
County.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Ridge- 
way  Township,  which  he  occupied  five  j^ears,  and 
then  selling  out  purchased  another  not  far  from  it, 
where  he  remained  until  retiring  fronj  the  more 
arduous  duties  of  life.  He  removed  to  Adrian, 
where,  with  his  estimable  wife,  he  still  resides.  His 
dwelling  is  a  handsome  frame  structure,  known  as 
No.  45  Frank  street,  and  bears  every  indication  of 
being  the  home  of  a  well-to-do  citizen  in  comfort- 
able circumstances. 

Luke  T.  Scott  began  his  railroad  career  when  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years,  in  1867,  as  a  section  hand  on 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  It 
was  at  once  observed  that  he  was  a  lad  who  kept 
his  eyes  open  to  what  was  going  on  around  him, 
and  would  soon  be  capable  of  filling  a  better  posi- 
tion. In  1870  he  entered  the  train  service  as  a 
brakeman,  and  two  years  later  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  conductor,  which  situation  he  has  since 
held.  He  is  unmarried  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
parents. 

.EV.  THOMAS  J.  LEWIS.  Among  the 
early  settlers  of  Riga  Tow^nship  was  Abial 
,^lC\V  Lewis,  father  of  Thomas  J.  He  was  a  na- 
l^tive  of  Otsego  County,  N,  Y.,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Wayne  County,  in  that  State, 
and   there   married   Iley    Belcher.     He     had    been 
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reared  on  a  farm,  nnd  on  his  rem<jval  to  Wayne 
County  he  bought  land  in  Butler  ToAvnship,  and 
there  lived,  pursuing  his  occupation  as  a  farmer  for 
several  years.  In  1  849,  with  his  wife  and  six  children, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  via  the  Erie  Canal  and 
Lake  Erie  to  Toledo,  thence  by  railway  to  Sylvania, 
and  from  there  by  team  to  Monroe  ('ounty,  wliere 
a  brother  of  his  resided.  From  the  latter  he  rented 
a  farm  for  two  vears.  In  the  meantime  he  bought 
the  laud  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  which  was  heavily  covered  with  timber 
at  the  time.  He  erected  a  log  hoiise  and  settled  on 
the  place  in  1851,  and  remained  there  for  several 
years,  clearing  about  forty  acres  of  his  land.  About 
the  close  of  the  war  his  buildings  were  burned, 
after  which  he  l)Oiight  a  place  in  Monroe  County, 
on  the  State  line,  and  lived  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Feb.  14,  187<s.  His  wife's  death 
occurred  several  years  prior  to  his  own,  dying  in 
Riga  Tow^nship,  July  11,  1864. 

Thomas  Lewis  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in 
Butler,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  7,  1837,  and  was 
twelve  years  of  age  wlien  lie  came  to  Riga  Town- 
ship with  his  parents.  He  may  well  be  considered 
a  pioneer,  though  a  veiy  youthful  one,  as  he  ren- 
dered his  father  much  assistance  in  reclaiming  his 
land  from  the  primeval  forest.  At  the  date  of 
their  settlement  the  township  had  settled  up  very 
slowly,  and  there  were  still  many  indications  of  its 
original  wildness;  dense  forests  environed  them, 
haunte<l  by  deer,  wolves,  and  other  wild  animals, 
and  settlements  w^ere  scattered  so  that  there  were 
no  near  neighbors.  There  are  few,  if  any,  now  liv- 
ing in  the  township  who  were  here  before  our  sub- 
ject. There  was  no  school  in  the  district  when  h(^ 
first  came  here,  l)ut  a  pioneer  one  was  soon  after 
established,  which  he  attended  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, the  rest  of  the  year  assisting  his  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm,  clearing  the  land,  tilling  the 
soil,  and  in  the  many  other  duties  of  such  a  life. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  and  then  commenced  wn^rking  by 
the  month  on  a  neighboring  farm,  and  continued  to 
be  thus  employed  for  six  3^ears.  He  then  bought 
his  father's  homestead,  where  so  many  of  his  youth- 
ful days  w^ere  passed,  and  in  1871  located  there 
and  has  made  it  his  home  ever  since,   with   the  ex- 
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eeptioii  of  one  year,  when  he  leased  the  farm  to  a 
tenant.  He  has  been  highly  successful  in  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  hfis  a  well  tilled  and  thor- 
oughly cultivated  proi)erty. 

Mr.  Lewis,  besides  attending  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm,  has  for  several  years  been  engaged 
heart  and  soid  in  dispensing  the  Gospel  as  taught 
by  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Cod,  of  which 
denomination  lie  is  a  licensed  i)reacher.  He  is  an 
able  expounder  of  tlie  beliefs  of  tlie  sect  which  he 
represents,  and  a  forcible  and  Huent  speaker. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  married,  Feb.  21,  LS7G,  to  Miss 
Sarah  lAL  I^oe,  a  native  of  West  \Vheeling,  Ohio. 
Her  grandfather,  Robert  Loe,  was  a  farmer,  and 
s])ent  the  Inst  years  of  his  life,  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Lewis.  John  liOe.  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Fa.,  and  nnirried,  in  W^est 
Wheeling,  Miss  L.  Mar^-  Hurless.  a  uative  of  Har- 
rison County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  (Snyder)  Hnrless.  Mr.  Hurless  was  a  brick- 
layer, and  followed  his  calling  for  many  years.  In 
IS;")?  he  bouglit  a  farm  iu  Wood  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  has  lived  ever  since,  and  where  his  wife 
died  in  March,  ]^()D.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis'  wedded 
life  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  cliildren — 
John  (t.  and  Ardie. 

Mrs.  Lewis  is  a  faithful  member  of  tlie  same 
church  as  her  husl)and,  and  heartily  sympathizes 
with  him  in  his  good  work.  They  are  much  re- 
>I)ected  in  the  community  for  the  siiuHM'ity  of  their 
piety  and  for  their  good  works. 
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L-fj^^HOMAS  KAKDOLPH,  son  of  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  Lenawee  (Vnnity,  first 
opened  his  eye^  to  the  light  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship, March  H),  1841.  His  parents  are  Cornelius 
S.  and  Margaret  C.  (Barber)  lvan(h)lpli.  the  former 
a  native  of  Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  a,nd  born  Nov. 
14,  1811.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  wlieiicc  he 
came  to  Michigan  in  middle  life  and  spent  his  last 
years  in  Lenawee  County.  His  son,  Cornelius  S., 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age  when  coming  to  this 
State,  and  a  particularly  l)right  and  active  young 
man.      He    had,  by    his   own   eff(>rts.  secured   a  fair 


education,  and  at  intervals  for  a  period  of  thirteen 
years,  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  Lenawee  County.  In 
tlie  meantime,  however,  he  had  by  no  means  aban- 
doned farming  pursuits,  to  which  he  had  been  reared 
and  which  he  loved,  and  later  in  life  devoted  him- 
self exclusively  to  rural  emploj'ments.  He  remained 
a  resident  of  Lenawee  Country  until  the  fall  of  1882, 
when  lemoving  to  (xratiot  County,  this  State,  he 
located  in  Pine  Kiver  Township,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  a  resident.  Although  now  over  seventy 
years  of  age  he  is  quite  strong  and  active,  and  finds 
his  chief  pleasure  in  making  himself  useful  as  his 
strength  permits. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Margaret  C.  Barber,  was  born  Dec.  13, 
IS08,  in  Cathn,  Chemung  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  became 
the  wife  of  Cornelius  S.  Randolph  ou  the  10th  of 
June,  ISoH,  after  the  removal  of  each  from  the  Em- 
|)ire  State  to  this  county.  Of  this  congenial  union 
there  were  born  six  children,  namely  :  Silas,  Thomas, 
Martha,  James,  Cornelius  and  Henry.  Their  off- 
spring were  carefully  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
juid  principles  of  honin*,  and  early  in  life  were  im- 
bued vvith  those  pious  sentiments  which  the  parents 
liave  made  the  rule  of  their  lives.  The  latter  identified 
themselves  with  the  Baptist  Church  earl}^  in  life,  of 
whicli  they  still  I'emain  devoted  and  consistent 
members. 

Thomas  Randolph  was  a  little  lad  ten  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Madison  Town- 
ship and  afterward  went  with  them  to  Palmyra 
Township.  They  resided  there  ten  years,  and  then 
returned  to  Madison,  from  which  place  they  re- 
mov(Hl  to  (iratiot  County.  Our  subject  continued 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age  and 
then,  being  married,  took  possession  of  his  present 
homestead.  He  is  now  tin*  proprietor  of  fifty  acres 
of  land  on  section  34,  Madison  Township,  where  he 
has  carefully  cultivated  the  soil  and  put  up  neat  and 
substantial  farm  buildings.  He  has  pursued  the  even 
tenor  of  his  way  as  a  conscientious  and  reliable  citi- 
zen and  is  held  in  respect  accordingly. 

The  marriage  of  Thomas  Randolph  and  Miss 
Alice  Hinsdale  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  in  Madison  TowiKshi}),  Dec.  26,  18(J7,  Mrs. 
Randolph  is  the  daugliter  of  Klisha  and  Elizabeth 
(l)olph)  Hins<lale.  who  came   to  this  section   from 
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Summit  County,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1853.  They 
located  in  Madison  Township,  where  the  father 
commenced  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  home, 
but  was  cut  down  in  his  prime,  his  death  occurring 
two  years  later,  in  1855;  his  widow  survives  and  is 
a  resident  of  Madison  Township.  Their  family 
consisted  of  two  children  onl3^  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  Randolph,  the  elder  child,  was  born  in 
Summit  County,  Aug.  9,  1851,  and  was  conse- 
quently not  two  yeju's  of  age  when  coining  to  this 
county,  and  not  four  years  old  when  her  father 
died.  She  remained  with  her  mother  and  brother 
in  Madison  Township  until  her  marriage,  and  is  now 
the  mother  of  two  children — LeElla  and  Carrie. 

Mr.  Randolph,  filthough  giving  his  attention 
mainly  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  and  the  em- 
bellishment of  his  homestead,  still  finds  time  to  con- 
tinue his  support  of  the  Democratic  party,  with 
which  he  became  identified  in  1862.  He  is  re- 
garded as  a  praiseworthy  and  reliable  citizen  who 
takes  great  satisfaction  in  the  progress  and  welfare 
of  his  community  and  advocates  those  measures 
tending  to  this  end.  He  has  served  as  Treasurer  of 
Madison  Township,  but  aside  from  this  has  declined 
becoming-  an  office-holder. 
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AMUEL  M.  HAMILTON,  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  this  State,  came  to  Lenawee 
County  in  the  spring  of  1835,  lo(^ating  for 
a  time  in  Madison.  In  1845  he  removed 
to  Whiteside  County,  111.,  but  in  February,  1847, 
he  returned  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Ogden  Town- 
ship, where  he  was  variously  emploj^ed  until  in 
August,  1853.  He  then  purchased  100  acres  of 
land  on  section  18,  in  Ogden  Township,  of  Benjamin 
F.  Butler,  who,  at  one  time,  owned  a  large  tract  in 
this  township. 

Mr.  Hamilton  occupied  this  land  for  a  [)eriod  of 
thirteen  years,  in  the  meantime  erecting  good  build- 
ings, setting  out  an  orchard,  and  instituting  various 
other  improvements  by  which  he  greatlj^  increased 
its  value.  This  remained  his  home  until  1865, 
when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  on  section  7.  In 
the  meantime,  during  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  served  three  years  in  the  6th  Unitec]  States  Cav- 
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airy,  being  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Although 
taking  part  in  over  fifty  battles  and  skirmishes,  he 
never  received  a  scratch  and  was  never  in  the  hos- 
pital. His  career  as  a  soldier  was  highly  creditable, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  received  an  honor- 
able discharge. 

In  1869  Mr.  Hamilton  sold  his  farm  in  Ogden 
Township,  and  removed  across  the  Mississippi  into 
Kansas,  where  he  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Saline  County.  He  was  in  that  State  during  the 
terrible  drouth  of  1 870,  and  the  grasshopper  scourge 
four  years  later.  He  felt  after  this  that  he  would 
rather  take  iiis  chances  in  the  regular  army  than  in 
Kansas,  and  in  November,  1877,  lie  returned  to  the 
old  reliable  State  of  Michigan,  and  purchased  the 
Jesse  Stretcli  farm  in  Palmyra  Township,  where  he 
has  since  remained  and  carried  on  general  agricult- 
ure and  fruit-growing  in  a  highly  successful  man- 
ner. In  the  latter  venture  he  has  been  especially 
fortunate,  and  has  an  orchard  of  200  trees,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  yield  him  a  handsome  income  an- 
nually. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Perrinton, 
Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  24,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  L.  and  Matilda  (I)urk(;es)  Hamilton,  who  were 
natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  Ncav 
York.  The  father  was  born  in  Cheshire  County, 
June  1,  1797,  and  came  from  an  excellent  old 
family  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  spent  his  early  years 
in  the  Bay  State,  and  upon  reaching  manliood 
emigrated  to  New  York  State  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  timber  land  in  Orleans  County,  and  made  it  his 
first  business  to  put  up  a  shelter  for  himself  and  his 
young  wife.  Then  \w  proceeded  with  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  the  new  farm,  but  was 
destined  to  a  great  atfiiction  in  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
whose  death  occurred  on  the  28th  of  June,  1832, 
after  she  liad  borne  her  husband  three  children. 
They  were  married  'Oct.  16,  1824,  and  she  conse- 
quently had  been  the  companion  of  her  husband  not 
quite  eigrt  years. 

In  1884,  John  L.  Hamilton  removed  to  Ohio,  set- 
tling near  Akron,  in  Summit  County,  where  he  was 
again  married,  and  migrated  to  this  county  in  the 
fall  of  1887.  Three  years  later  he  removed  to  In- 
diana, locating  near  Colum])ia,  in  Whitley  County, 
where  he  purchased  land  enough  to  make  two  good' 
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sized  farms.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  disposed  of  this 
[>ropert3^  and  returning  to  tliis  county,  located  in 
Seneca  Township,  and  purchased  wdd  land  near 
Morenci.  A  few  3^ears  later  he  retired  from  active 
labor,  and  spent  his  last  years  with  our  sul)ject,  his 
death  taking  place  July  25,  18()(). 

Our  subject,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1853,  and 
about  the  time  of  his  first  purchase  of  land  in  this 
count3S  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy,  daughter  of 
Samuel  ami  Sarah  IVI.  (Becker)  Nasli,  of  IMadison. 
Their  first  child,  Nathan  A.  S.,  was  born  in  Ogden, 
Aug.  1,  1854;  their  second  bom,  Evdyn  S.,  May 
18,  1859,  and  their  youngest  and  last  child,  Jna  S., 
May  20,  186();  they  are  residents  of  this  (*ounty. 
Mrs.  Nancy  Hamilton  was  born  near  Hamilton, 
Canada,  Oct.  10,  1884,  and  canu^  with  her  parents 
to  Michigan  in  1837.  Her  father,  Samuel  Nash, 
was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  April  10,  1805,  and 
learned  the  cloth- weaver's  trade,  which  he  followed 
several  years,  but  finally  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  He  vvas  tlie  son  of  Nathan  Nash,  also  a 
native  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  who  came  West  during 
the  early  settlement  of  Michigan,  and  lived  witli 
his  children  until  called  home  l)y  death.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  in  lier  girllKjod  .Miss 
Sarah  M.  Becker,  and  was  born  in  New  Yoi-k  Sttite 
in  1809;  she  became  the  wife  of  Sanuiel  Nash  on 
the  6tli  of  Jamiary,  1  828,  and  came  with  lier  hus- 
band to  this  county,  where  she  died  in  Madison, 
June  22.  1863.  Samuel  Nash  came  to  the  ^Vest 
with  little  means,  but  l)y  the  exercise  of  economy 
and  good  management,  acquired  a  good  property. 

When  Mr.  Hamilton  came  to  this  county,  deer, 
bears,  wolves  and  wild  turk(\ys  were  plentiful,  and 
as  far  as  meat  was  concerned,  he  and  his  family 
lived  upon  the  fat  of  the  land.  He  has  watclied 
with  the  deepest  interest  the  development  of  the 
rich  country  around  him,  and  during  Ids  young 
manhood  was  active  in  all  tliose  enterprises  calcu- 
lated to  be  of  beneiil  to  his  adopted  county.  He 
may  feel  that  he  has  contributed  in  the  fullest  meas- 
ure to  its  prosperity,  and  is  tacitly  accorded  that 
reverence  and  respect  due  those  w4u>  ventured  into 
the  western  wilds,  and  cast  their  lot  with  the  early 
pioneers. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Obadiah 
Hamilton,  was  born  in  Pelham,  i\Iass.,  and  married 
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Miss  Lusariah  Richardson,  of  Cummington.  They 
settled  in  the  latter  place  and  lived  there  until  1818, 
and  then  made  the  journey  in  primitive  stjde  from 
tlie  Bay  State  to  Monroe  Couuty,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr. 
II.  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and  commenced  its 
im[)rovement  and  cultivation.  He  only  lived,  how- 
ever, about  ten  years,  liis  death  taking  place  in 
1828.  Grandmother  Hamilton  subsequently  joined 
her  chihlren  in  this  county,  and  spent  her  last  years 
in  the  home  of  her  son.  Dr.  I.  S.,  now  a  resident  of 
Tecumseh.  As  th(^  widow  of  a  Revolutionary  sol 
dier,  she  was  always  an  object  of  interest,  as  Oba- 
diah Ilandlton  had  assisted  in  the  struggle  of  the 
Colonists  for  their  independence. 


'-^^^^^i^k^^y^^^ 


f  OIIN  LEWIS.  Probably  no  man  in  the  city 
of  Adrian  is  held  in  higher  respect  than  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  came  here  in  the 
fall  of  1837,  during  the  pioneer  days.  He 
was  then  a  lad  eleven  years  of  age,  and  has  re- 
mained among  the  peoj)le  of  this  county  since  that 
time.  His  has  been  a  career  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest.  He  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
early  in  life  and  struggled  against  many  adverse 
circumstances,  and  the  fact  that  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  caj)italists  and  able  business  men  of 
Lennwee  County,  holding  a  good  social  position,  is 
suflicient  evidence  of  the  industiy  with  which  he  has 
labored,  and  his  upright  course  in  life,  without 
which  lie  would  riever  have  attained  to  his  present 
standing. 

]Mr.  I^ewis  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
iu  March,  1826,  and  in  that  portion  of  the  Empire 
State  acquired  the  first  rudiments  of  an  education 
whi(^h  was  completed  in  the  public  schools  of 
Adrian.  His  parents,  John  and  Margaret  Lewis, 
spent  their  last  years  in  Adrian.  John,  Jr.,  made 
good  use  of  his  time  among  his  books,  and  his  nat- 
ural intelligence  and  some  experience  assisted  him 
greatly  in  acquiring  a  general  knowledge  of  busi- 
ness methods.  The  first  position  which  offered  upon 
his  leaving  school  was  as  cook  on  a  steamboat, 
which  position  he  held  several  years,  and  until  1853. 
Early  in  life  he  laid  the  foundation  of  an  honest  and 
industrious  nmn,  and   the  e(*onomy  with  whicli   he 
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lived  enabled  him  to  save  each  year  a  part  of  his 
earnings.  At  the  date  mentioned,  on  leaving  the 
river,  he  returned  to  Adrian  and  was  employed  in 
the  restaurant  of  Mr.  Bailess,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  enabled  to  purchase  the  business  of 
his  employer.  This  once  in  his  possession  he  soon 
found  himself  upon  the  highway  to  a  competency, 
and  wisely  invested  his  accumulating  capital  in  city 
propert}'.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  several  business 
houses,  the  rentals  of  which  yield  him  a  handsome 
revenue. 

Mr  Lewis  votes  the  Republican  ticket  and  watches 
with  intelligent  interest  the  progress  of  State  and 
National  affairs.  He  has  uiu'formly  [)erformed  all 
the  duties  of  a  good  citizen,  witli  the  exception  th^it 
he  still  remains  a  bachelor  and  is  now  about  sixty- 
one  years  of  age.  His  form  is  a  familiar  one  in  the 
streets  and  universally  commands  i'es[)ect. 

y^  OL.  RICHARD  B.  ROBBINS,  a  well-known 
(if^L,  solicitor  of  patents,  pension  attorney,  and 
^^/  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  the  city  of  Adrian, 
is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  was 
born  April  27,  1832.  From  the  time  he  was  old 
enough  to  hold  the  i)low  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
he  worked  on  a  farm,  and  at  that  age  was  appren- 
ticed to  a  blacksnuth  and  learned  his  trade. 

Believing  that  the  West  was  the  place  for  a  young 
man,  young  Robbins  strapped  his  worldh^  effects  on 
his  back  and  started  on  foot  and  alone  for  the  then 
distant  State  of  Ohio.  Having  been  deprived  of 
the  advantages  of  an  education,  being  at  that  time 
unable  to  read  or  write,  and  keenly  appreciating  his 
need,  he  entered  the  school  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Bis- 
sell,  at  Twinsburg,  Ohio,  at  wliich  place  he  spent 
about  five  years,  paying  his  way  by  his  own  manual 
labor.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  landed  in  the  village 
of  Palmyra,  where  he  spent  the  winter  in  teaching, 
writing  and  reading  Blackstone.  The  spring  fol- 
lowing he  went  to  Tecumseh,  and  entered  the  office 
of  Stacy  &  VV^ood,  making  his  home  with  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton, and  doing  chores  to  pay  for  his  board.  Sub- 
sequently he  moved  to  the  city,  and  for  some  time 
wrote  in  the  probate  office  of  the  Hon.  C.  A.  Stacy, 
then  Judge.  The  Hon.  F.  C.  Beaman  succeeding  Mr. 


Stacy  ns  Judge  of  Probate,  Mr.  Robbins  remained 
in  the  offic<^  ns  clerk,  devoting  all  his  spare  time  to 
hi^  legal  studies,  and  was  finally  admitted  to  the 
bar  as  attorne3%  May  2.  1859. 

In  1860  Mr.  Robbins  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Adrian,  and  was  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  when  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out.  Believing  tliat  the  countiy  needed  his  serv- 
ices, he  obtained  a  Second  Lieutenant's  commis- 
sion from  GoV.  Blair,  with  authority  to  raise  a  com- 
pany for  the  J^th  Michigan  Cavalry  then  organizing. 
He  raised  his  company,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  as  Captain  Aug.  IH,  1862,  go- 
ing at  once  with  the  regiment  to  the  front.  He 
participated  in  over  sixty  engagements  and  skirm- 
ishes, including  the  hard-fought  battles  of  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga  and  Mission  Ridge.  At  Shel- 
by ville,  wiiile  leading  a  charge,  he  had  his  horse 
shot  under  him,  and  was  (complimented  in  general 
orders  for  gallant  conduct.  He  w^as  promoted  to 
Major  Aug.  2o,  1868,  and  continued  on  duty  with 
his  regiment  until  INI  ay  18,  1864,  when,  at  the  head 
of  his  battalion,  in  an  engagement  near  Kingston, 
Ga.,  his  left  arm  was  shattered  and  rendered  useless 
by  a  miuie  l)all.  Being  at  the  time  some  three 
miles  in  advance  of  the  main  line  of  battle,  and  be- 
coming weak  from  loss  of  blood,  it  was  with  the 
greatest  difficnlty  that  he  reached  the  point  of  safety 
within  the  Union  lines.  After  spending  some  time 
in  the  hospital,  and  being  permanently  disabled 
from  active  duty,  he  was  detailed  as  member  of  the 
general  court-martial,  then  sitting  at  Jackson,  in 
this  State,  and  was  subsequenth^  made  commander 
of  the  cam[)  in  that  city,  where  he  remained  on  duty 
until  tlie  war  was  over.  On  the  13th  of  March, 
18(")5,  he  was  made  Lieutenant  Colonel  by  brevet, 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  action 
near  Kingston,  Ga. 

While  at  Jackson,  Col.  Robbins  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Adrian,  serving  two  terms, 
his  last  term  expiring  July  4,  1878.  In  1873 
he  was  elected  Mayor  by  a  fair  majority,  in  one  of 
the  liottest  campaigns  ever  held  in  this  city.  He 
was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
State  Legislature  for  1875-76,  and  re-elected  in 
1877.  In  1871)  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  and 
in    1881    he    received  the  appointment  of  United 
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States  Consul  at  Ottawa,  Canada,  where  he  re- 
mained until  relieved  by  the  Cleveland  administra- 
tion. Having  previously  served  two  terms  acjeept- 
ably  as  Chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Com- 
mittee, lie  was  again  chosen  Chairman,  and  success- 
fully conducted  the  campaign;  he  holds  the  posi- 
tion of  Chairman  at  this  time.  He  was  also,  in  the 
spring  of  1  886,  again  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
the  city  of  Adrian.  While  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  he  was  ti  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  State  Affairs,  and  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Liquor  I'rathc,  and  advocated  the  tax 
and  restraining  law  as  the  best  system  that  could  be 
obtained  in  the  cause  of  t(^mperance. 

Besides  discharging  the  duties  of  the  oflice  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Col.  Robl)ins  is  engaged  as  a 
solicitor  of  patents  and  pension  attorney.  In  all  the 
various  positions  of  trust  which  he  has  held,  he  has 
always  discharged  his  duties  faithfully  and  honestly. 
Being  educated  to  hard  labor,  his  S3nn[)athies  have 
always  been  with  the  l;d)oring  classes,  and  he  has 
spent  much  time  and  money  in  inventing  and  intro- 
ducing labor-saving  machines,  some  of  wiiicli  are  al- 
ready familiar  to  the  farmers  of  Lenawee   Count}^ 
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(|  J^ILLIAM  UNDERWOOi),  a  thrifty,  suc- 
\/\//l  ^^ssful  farmer  and  stock-dealer,  located  on 
^^/  section  10,  Ridgeway  Township,  has  a  well- 
improved  farm  of  190  acres,  one  of  the  best  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  It  is  an  ideal  farm  to  work,  as 
it  is  neither  too  dry  nor  too  wet,  and  produces  well 
all  the  cereals  of  this  latitude.  He  purchased  it  in 
1871,  and  has  erected  thereon  a  line  residence  and 
farm  buildings. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  born  on  his  father's  old 
homestead  on  section  8,  of  this  township,  Aug.  8. 
1843.  His  father,  Jolm  Underwood,  a  native  of 
Leicestershire,  England,  where  he  wa^  i-eared  to 
manhood,  serving  a  seven  years'  apprenticeship  to 
the  business  of  a  millei*.  was  married  to  Miss  Uliza- 
beth  IMner.  Miss  Piner  was  also  a  native  of  the 
same  shire,  and  they  botli  came  of  pur-e  English 
ancestry.  After  th(^  birtli  of  two  children,  Charles 
and  Ann,  they  came  to  th(^  United  States  in  1830, 
requiring  nine  weeks  to  make  the  ocean  voyage  on 


an  old-time  sailing-vessel.  They  came  directly  to 
Toledo.  Ohio,  where  he  worked  on  the  canal  for 
some  months,  when  they  came  to  Michigan  and 
])urchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  8,  Ridge- 
way Township,  in  the  timbered  portion  of  the 
county.  He  had  to  get  to  his  land  by  a  trail,  walk- 
ing on  logs  part  of  the  way  to  keep  out  of  the 
water.  It  was  here  he  pitched  his  tent,  and  lived 
until  his  demise,  which  occurred  Oct.  13,  188().  He 
had  become  tlie  owner  of  more  than  200  acres 
of  good  land,  and  was  one  of  the  successful  and 
practical  farmers  of  the  township,  while  his  citizen- 
shii)  was  that  of  a  worthy  and  respected  man.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  wife,  who  died 
in  October,  187G,  was  a  good  woman,  a  kind  and 
loving  mother,  and  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Church  for  some  years. 

After  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
good  connnon-school  education,  he  was  first  mar- 
ried, in  Ridgeway  Township,  to  Eliza  J.  Getty, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  at  the  age  of  five 
years  came  to  America  with  her  parents,  James  and 
Mattie  M.  (iett3%  who  settled  in  the  township  of 
Ridgeway,  and  here  improved  a,  farm  on  which 
they  lived  for  many  years.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife  Mr.  (ictty  went  to  Deerfield  Township,  this 
county,  where  lie  died,  ripe  in  years.  Their 
d.'Uighter,  Eliza  J.,  lived  at  home  until  lier  marriage 
with  our  subje(*t,  and  died  in  this  township,  Aug. 
21,  1881.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
recorded  as  follows:  Charles  W.  took  to  wife  Nellie 
C.ary,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  this  township;  Ar- 
thur J.  mai'ried  Mamie  Boyce,  of  Macon  Township, 
lives  on  a  farm  in  this  township,  and  operates  a  part 
of  his  father's  farm;  Addie  is  tlie  wife  of  La  ban 
I^alx'ock,  and  resides  in  Britton;  Sophrina,  wife  of 
Edgar  Exelby,  lives  on  the  Exelby  homestead; 
Jolm,  Lovia,  Amos,  Claybon  and  Clarence  live  at 
home. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  married  a  second  time,  at 
his  own  home,  to  Mrs.  Adelaide  J.,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  A.  Pilbeam.  (Eor  their  liistory 
see  sketch  of  Isaac  N.  Pilbeam).  Mrs.  Underwood 
was  born  in  this  township,  Jan.  18,  1855,  where  she 
^\as  reared  and  ed negated  and  married  her  first  hus- 
band, Michael  Underwood,  brother  of  our  subject, 
who  died  in  this  township,  Sept.  22,  1881.     He  left 
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his  wife  the  mother  of  four  children:  I'ressie,  who 
died  aged  two  j^ears,  and  Libbie,  Gleiiii  J.  and 
Clifford  I.,  now  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Underwood  has  been  Highway  Commissioner 
for  some  years.  He  raises  thorougiibred  sw  iiie,  and 
has  bonght  stock  since  about  1872  in  connection 
with  his  farming,  while  he  has  bought  wool  in  large 
quantities  throughout  the  county.  His  flue  farm  is 
drained  by  ov^er  seven  miles  of  tile.  In  politics 
Mr.  Underwood  is  a  Democrat;. he  and  his  wife  are 
among  the  well-known  people  of  Ridge  way. 
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^ LIVER  QUINC Y  JONES.  There  are  among 
the  young  physicians  of  Lenawee  County 
many  men  of  unquestioned  talent,  vyho  are 
fully  alive  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  their 
position,  holding  as  they  do  in  manj^  cases,  the  lives 
and  interests  of  a  goodly  portion  of  the  community 
in  their  hands.  There  is  probably  no  profession  in 
life  calling  for  the  exercise  of  more  skill  and  judg- 
ment and  in  which  these  qualities  are  of  such  vital 
importance.  Young  Dr.  Jones  is  regarded  as  a  man 
well  posted  upon  the  various  questions  arising  in  the 
profession  to  w^hich  he  has  devoted  himself  for  the 
last  sixteen  years,  and  in  which  he  has  a  worthy  ambi- 
tion to  excel. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earh^  settlers  of 
Michigan,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Camden,  Hills- 
dale County,  April  24,1851.  His  father,  Dr.  Leoni- 
das  M.  Jones,  a  native  of  Ohio,  w^as  born  in  Paines- 
ville  in  1821,  and  after  a  thorough  course  of  study 
was  graduated  with  lionors  from  the  Cleveland 
Homeopathic  College.  He  commenced  practice  while 
a  young  man  in  Hillsdale  County,  where  for  many 
years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  lights,  and  built  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  About  18(H,  he 
removed  from  Camden  to  Brooklyn,  and  there  minis- 
ters to  the  wants  of  his  old  i)atrons  while  at  the 
same  time  taking  life  comparatively  easy. 

Dr.  lA^onidas  M.  Jones,  after  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Hillsdale  County,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  the  daughter  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  residents,  Miss  Charlotte  A., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Holcomb,   who  came  to  this 


section  of  countrj^  during  its  early  settlement.  The 
parental  household  included  three  children,  and  the 
mother  died  at  her  home  in  Brooklyn  in  the  spring 
of  1888.  The  eldest  daughter,  Ella,  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  House,  and  departed  this  life  in  1882, 
leaving  two  sons;  Susan  C.  died  at  the  home  of 
her  parents  in  Brooklyn  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age. 

The  paternal  grandfatlier  of  our  subject,  a  native 
of  Painesville,  was  of  Welsh  ancestry,  and  upon 
coming  to  the  West,  about  1828,  he  settled  near 
the  site  of  a  little  hamlet  which  was  subsequently 
named  after  him,  and  followed  his  calling  of  civil 
engineer  for  many  j^ears.  He  had  serv^ed  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  was  invested  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel.  He  was  a  man  of  much  force  of  character, 
possessing  fine  business  qualifications,  and  died  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years,  leaving  a  large 
estate.  His  wife  Lois  survived  him  a  short  time 
and  died  in  Brooklyn  at  thci  age  of  eighty-four 
years. 

Oliver  Q.  Jones  passed  his  early  bo\hood  in 
Central  Texas,  of  wdiich  State  his  parents  were  resi- 
dents for  a  period  of  six  years  and  to  which  the}^ 
had  removed  from  Hillsdale  County.  Upon  their 
return  to  Michigan  and  location  in  Brooklyn,  the 
boy  attended  school  there  until  a  youth  of  seven- 
teen. He  conmienced  the  study  of  medicine  under 
the  instruction  of  his  father,  and  subsequently^ 
entered  the  Homeopathic  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  He  then  returned  to  Brooklyn  and  commenced 
|)ractice  with  his  father,  continuing  with  the  latter 
two  years.  From  Brooklyn  he  removed  to  Han- 
over, Jackson  County,  where  during  a  period  of 
seven  years  lie  was  called  upon  so  incessantly  in  the 
duties  of  his  profession  that  his  health  became  seri- 
ously impaired  and  he  was  obliged  for  a  time  to 
retire.  Ui)on  regaining  his  health  he  formed  a 
partnershii)  with  his  brother-in-law,  R.  B.  House,  of 
Tecumseh,  which  continued  nearly  three  years,  and 
then  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Dr.  Jones 
opened  his  present  office  in  the  Bidwx^U  Block,  on 
the  corner  of  Chicago  and  Railroad  streets,  in  Sep- 
tember', 188  4.  It  is  lifted  up  handsomely  and  con- 
veniently, and  there  is  every  prospect  tliat,  like  his 
father  before  liim.  Dr.  »lones  will  before  niany  years 
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assume  a  position  in  the  medical  fraternity  equal 
to  that  of  his  honored  father,  whose  instruction  has 
been  of  so  much  service  to  him. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Feb.  ID,  1874,  to  Miss 
Delia  Sanford,  of  Jackson  County,  Mich.  Mrs. 
Jones  was  born  April  5,  1852,  and  is  tlie  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Maranda  Sanford,  natives  of  ^lichi- 
gan;  the  mother  died  in  1883.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  pleasantly  located  and  the  little  household 
includes  one  child  only,  Leonidas  M.,  now  thirteen 
years  of  age.  J)r.  Jones  is  a  membei"  of  the  State 
Homeopathic  Society,  the  Hahnemann  Society,  the 
Thayer  Homeopathic  Society,  and  besides  tlie  degree 
of.  M.  1).,  he  also  had  that  of  M.  II.  S.  conferred 
upon  him.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  a  Knight  Templar  of  the  Adrian  Com- 
mandery.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  c<mnected 
with  the  Friends'  Church  of  Tecumseh. 


LIAB  l^ARK  was  born  in  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1817,  and  is  the 

i^'  son  of  Erastus,  and  grandson  of  Amos  Park, 
The  latter  was  the  son  of  Ilezekiah,  and  grandson 
of  Robert,  whose  father's  name  was  Thomas,  who  in 
turn  was  the  son  of  Robert  Park.  This  isal)out  all 
that  is  known  of  the  early  record  of  the  Park  family, 
except  that  the  first  ancestor  in  this  county  came  to 
America  in  1630.  Amos,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  an  old  army  surgeon,  and  died  in  New 
York,  aged  about  eighty-five  years.  He  was  twice 
married;  the  first  wife  was  the  mother  of  Erastus, 
our  subject's  father,  and  she  died  in  New  York,  as 
did  also  his  second  wife. 

Erastus  Park,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
roving  kind  of  man,  and  spent  nuich  of  his  time  upon 
the  water.  He  owned  and  ran  vessels  to  Oswego, 
and  down  the  Niagara  River,  and  at  one  time  he 
owned  and  operated  a  still-house,  and  was  always 
more  or  less  engaged  in  agricultural  i)ursuits.  He 
was  l)orn  in  New  York,  and  at  an  early  age  left  the 
parental  roof  and  started  out  on  his  own  account. 
He  was  first  married  to  Lucretia  Van  Meek,  a  na- 
tive of  Holland,  whose  people  were  among  the  first 
settlers  on  an  Indian  Reservation  lying  along  Onon- 
daga Lake,  N,  V.     At  the  time  of  her  marriage  with 


Erastus  Park,  Lucretia  Van  Vlex^k  was  the  widow  of 
one  1).  Mayo.  Erastus  and  his  wife  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1835,  locating  near  our  subject's  present 
home,  and  turned  their  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Tlie  husband  returned  to  New  York  in 
1862,  and  died  in  Walworth,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years;  the  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Mich- 
igan at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  The  parental  house- 
hold contained  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  still 
living, 

Eliab  Park. worked  at  home  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  lived  out  for  a  time, 
and  had  scant  opportunity  for  attending  school,  but 
making  the  most  of  such  chances  as  he  had,  and 
utilizing  the  long  winter  evenings  for  purposes  of 
reading  and  study,  his  persistent  efforts  to  gain 
knowledge  were  rewarded,  and  he  is  now  a  fairly 
well-educated  man.  When  he  was  twenty-four 
years  old,  he  took  up  a  small  claim  of  mineral  land 
in  Wisconsin,  which  he  afterward  sold  and  went  to 
New  York  in  1847  on  a  visit.  The  same  year  he 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  purchasing 
eighty  acres  of  land,  he  cultivated  it  for  five  years, 
then  sold  it,  and  afterw^ard  bought  fifty  aci'cs  where 
he  now  lives.  The  latter  purchase  was  made  in 
1857,  and  he  moved  onto  it  the  following  year;  it 
was  all  cultivable  land,  and  is  now  an  excellent 
stock  farm. 

In  1849  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Alpha  A.,  daughter  of  Anson  Howell,  who  located  in 
this  county  in  1827.  She  Avas  twenty-five  years  old 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Adrian  Township,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Suffolk  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
13,  1786,  and  when  twenty  years  old,  moved  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his  trades 
of  millwright  and  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  the  fall 
of  1827  he  migrated  to  Michigan,  and  located  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  28,  in  Adrian  Township, 
where  he  brought  his  wife  and  eight  children,  and 
continued  to  live  until  his  death,  wliich  occurred 
Oct.  8,  1873.  His  wife  was  Charlotte  Rockwood, 
to  whom  he  was  married  about  1820,  in  New  York, 
and  by  whom  he  had  ten  children.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  of  Puritan  stock,  and 
her  husband  was  of  English  descent;  she  died  in 
Adrian,  Mich,,  Aug.  28,   1845.     Our  subject  has 
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four  children,  recorded  as  follows:  Lucretia,  Mrs. 
John  J.  Hornby,  has  always  lived  at  home,  and  her 
husband  cultivates  the  homestead;  they  have  five 
children,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  Nov.  18,  1887,  of 
scarlet  fever.  Ella  married  Charles  C.  Potter,  of 
Dundee,  Mich.,  who  is  engaged  in  dairying,  and  has 
a  son  by  a  former  wife;  Francis  is  a  widower,  and 
is  farming  in  Dakota,  while  Mary  is  a  widow,  and 
resides  iu  California. 

In  politics  Mr.  Park  is  a  thorough  Democrat,  and 
his  party  has  houored  him  with  a  number  of  local 
otiices.  In  1 864  he  was  elected  Township  Treasurer, 
holding  the  office  one  year,  and  subsequently  filled 
it  during  the  years  of  1867-68.  In  1869  lie  was 
elected  Supervisor,  which  situation  he  held  four 
years,  aud  aftervvard  for  three  years  more:  he  was 
also  Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years,  aud  has  held 
other  minor  offices.  Socially  Mr.  Park  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternit}^  being  connected  with  Lodge 
No.  19,  of  Adrian,  in  which  he  is  a  [)romiuent  and 
highly  respected  member;  he  has  been  a  JMason 
since  the  war.  Mr.  Park  is  naturall}'  of  a  mechani- 
cal turn  of  mind,  aud  is  an  excellent  surveyor,  the 
result  of  his  own  study  and  self-education. 
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\f/OHN  F.  JENKINS,  M.  D.,  a  gentleman  of 
talent  and  education,  occupies  an  enviable 
position  as  a  physician,  and  is  a  general  fa- 
vorite, both  in  the  luisinessaud  social  circles 
of  Tecumseh.  Lie  has  ])eeu  a  close  student  and  an 
extensive  reader  iu  all  matters  pertaining  to  his 
l)i'ofession,  and  lias  built  u|)  a  large  and  profitable 
practice  in  this  count}^  As  a  financier  he  has  fjeen 
a  success,  having  acquired  a  competence,  and  occu- 
pies one  of  the  handsomest  homes  in  the  village. 
The  residence  is  a  fine  brick  structure  set  in  th(^ 
midst  of  well-kept  grounds,  and  bearing  within  and 
without  the  evidence  of  cultivated  tastes  and  am- 
ple means.  Few  men  have  ai-rived  at  the  success- 
ful point  in  life  without  struggles  and  sacrifices, 
and  although  perhaps  oiu-  subject  has  had  as  few  as 
any,  there  has  been  ample  room  for  the  exercise  of 
his  natural  energy  and  perseverance. 

Dr.  Jenkins  was  born  Sept.  10,  18o6,  in  the  town 
of  Napanee,  Lennox  County,  Ontario,  Canada,  and 
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is  the  son  of  Edward  Jenkins,  who  was  of  Welsh 
descent  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  spent  the 
Inst  years  of  his  life  in  Canada,  and  died  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  The  mother  was 
formerly  Miss  Eliza  Embury,  a  descendant  of 
l^hilip  Embury,  well  known  to  readers  of  early  his- 
tory as  the  first  Methodist  minister  in  America. 
Slie  passed  away  several  years  before  the  decease  of 
her  husband,  her  death  taking  place  Feb.  5,  1852. 
The  family  circle  included  nine  children,  of  whom 
all  are  living,  with  the  exception  of  one  who  died 
in  childhood. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  sul)ject  were  si)ent  on 
the  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  district  school, 
and  when  he  had  made  sufficient  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  entered  the  grammar  school  at  Napanee. 
After  several  terms  in  this  institution,  he  entered 
Newburg  Academy,  which  at  that  time  l)ore  a  rep- 
utati(ni  of  being  the  best  school  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  teach- 
ing, whicli  he  followed  several  years,  in  the  mean- 
time fortifying  himself  further  for  his  duties  by  at- 
tendance at  the  Normal  School  at  Toronto,  whence 
he  was  graduated  in  1858.  The  intervening  time 
from  the  above  date  until  1862  was  spent  in  teach- 
ing, and  young  Jenkins  then  began  the  study  of 
ujedicine.  He  had  already  determined  to  locate  in 
the  West,  and  as  soon  as  convenient,  came  to  this 
county,  and  entered  the  Lhiiversit}^  of  Michigan. 
After  a  full  course  of  study  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment, lie  received  his  diploma  and  commenced  the 
})ractice  of  his  profession  in  Orland,  Ind.  In  June 
following  he  was  luiited  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Susan  McQueen,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  daughter 
of  Col.  James  McQueen,  of  the  Province  of  Onta- 
lio.  Col.  McCJueen  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  for  his  bravery  and  fidelity  to  duty  was  pro- 
moted from  a  private  to  the  rank  which  he  held 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  His 
wife,  tlie  mother  of  Mrs.  J.,  survived  her  luisband. 
and  was  eighty-eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
(U^ath. 

In  October,  1869,  Di'.  Jenkins  went  to  New  York 
City  and  attended  clinical  lectures  in  the  large  hos- 
j)itals  of  the  metro|)olis,  including  Bellevue  and  the 
College  of  Phj'sicians  and  Surgeons.  Upon  return- 
ing to  the  West    in  the   s[)ring  of   1870,  he  locate(l 
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ill  Detroit,  wliei't^  lie  practiced  for  i\  time,  tun]  tiien 
removed  to  Teenmseh,  where  he  has  become  one  of 
the  most  popular  meml)ers  of  the  profession  in  this 
vicinity.  He  keeps  himself  thorouohjy  posted  upon 
the  new  methods  of -treatment  wliich  are  constantly 
being  submitted  by  thc^  men  of  his  calling,  and  hns 
built  up  an  extensive  practice  among  the  best  [)eo- 
ple  of  this  section.  He  is  Vice  President  of  tlie 
Southern  Michigan  Medical  Society,  and  a  inemljcr 
of  the  Michigan,  State  and  the  American  Medical 
Associations,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ninth  Inter- 
national Medical  Congress,  being  i)resent  and  partici- 
pating in  its  meeting  which  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Washington  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  Sef)tem- 
l)er,  1887,  and  which  was  opened  by  President 
Cleveland  in  person.  During  his  trip  to  the  Na- 
tional capital,  Dr.  Jenkins  visited  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal battle-fields  of  Virginia,  as  w'ell  as  the  city  of 
Richmond,  also  taking  in  Newport,  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, and  Fortress  Monroe. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  became  the  i)ai'ents  of  five 
children,  four  daughters  and  one  son.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Eda  Bell,  died  May  7.  1878,  at  tlie  age 
of  thirteen  years;  Augusta,  the  third  eldest,  died 
Avig.  10.  1875,  when  but  two  years  of  age.  Those 
surviving  are  named  respectively,  Mabel,  Milton 
and  Florence,  and  continue  at  home  witli  their  par- 
ents. 
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ESTER  OSGOOD.  This  pioneer  settler  of 
Southeastern  Michigan  came  to  Macon 
ownship,  this  county,  Oct.  1 5,  1 845,  and  se- 
lected a  finely  located  farm  on  section  2S,  which  he 
stills  occupies.  It  embraces  IIG  acres  of  land  and 
gives  evidence  of  having  been  under  the  careful 
supervision  of  a  skillful  and  industrious  agricult- 
urist. 

Mr.  Osgood,  like  many  of  his  compeers,  who  at 
an  earl}^  period  in  their  lives  migrated  from  the 
Empire  State  to  this  county,  was  born  in  Lodi,  Sen- 
eca Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  26,  1829,  and  there  spent  his 
childhood  and  youth,  fitting  himself  for  the  duties 
and  struggles  of  a  life  which  he  had  decided  when 
quite  young  should  be  practicallj'  commenced  in  the 
far    West.     The  Osgood    family  is  of   English   de- 
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scent,  the  father  of  our  subjec^t  being  /lolin,  the  son 
of  W^illiam  Osgood,  and  the  latter  the  son  of 
llnbbard  Osgood,  who  was  a  native  of  Connect- 
icut, where  he  followed  farming  and  it  is  supposed 
S})ent  his  entire  life.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
having  passed  his  one  hundred  and  fourth  birthday, 
and  it  is  said  that  in  that  year  he  split  100  rails 
from  a  tree.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  jnen  of  that 
localit}'  and  time,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  sa}^ 
was  the  object  of  much  notice.  I^ittle  is  known  of 
the  lady  whom  he  married,  although  it  is  supposed 
that  she  also  was  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State. 

William  Osgood  \vas  reared  and  educated  in 
Connecticut,  wlience  he  emigrated  while  still  un- 
married to  New  York  State,  and  located  in  Ovid 
Townslii[),  Seneca  Couiit}^  during  its  first  settle- 
ment. He  married  IIku'c  Miss  Maggie  Covert, 
whose  ancestors  were  originally  from  Holland,  and 
the  young  people  settled  down  in  a  modest  home 
at  Lodi,  and  Mr.  O.  I>ecame  i)roprietor  of  a  small 
farm  which  he  improved  and  where  he  spent  his 
last  days,  dying  when  about  forty-five  years  of  age. 
The  mother  survived  many  years,  remaining  a 
widow,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -six.  The 
farm  taken  up  by  William  Osgood  in  his  early  man- 
hood is  yet  in  i)ossession  of  the  family.  He  had 
two  brothers  who  were  ministers  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

There  were  born  to  William  and  Maggie  Osgood 
a  large  family  of  children,  of  wlu)m  John,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  the  third  son;  all  lived  to  ma- 
ture years,  and  with  one  exception,  were  all  married. 
John  remained  under  the  parental  roof  in  Lodi 
Township  until  reaching  manhood,  and  married 
Miss  IMartlia  Van  Vleet,  a  native  of  his  own  county, 
wliere  she  was  born  May  17,  1807.  They  contin- 
ued residents  of  Lodi  Township,  where  the  father 
died  in  1841,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  he  hav- 
ing been  born  in  1 800.  Religiously  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  [)olitically  was  a 
decided  Democrat.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  (Vorhees) 
Van  Vleet,  natives  of  New  England,  whose  ancestors 
came  from  Holland  in  the  Colonial  days.  George 
Van  Vleet  was  married  in  New  Jersey,  and  after  the 
birth  of  two  children  removed  with  his  family  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  two  more  little  ones  were 
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added  to  the  hoiKsehold  circle.  Thence  tlie}^  re- 
moved to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  purchasino*  a 
tract  of  wild  land,  brought  it  to  a  fair  state  of  cul- 
tivation juid  there  spent  their  last  days,  thc^  mothei" 
djn'ng  when  fifty  years  of  age  and  the  father  after 
passing  his  seventieth  l)irthday. 

Mrs.  Martha  Osgood  was  reared  in  Lodi  Town- 
ship, N.  Y.,  where  she  remained  until  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  by  whose  decease  she  was 
left  with  six  child reji,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
eldest.  He  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  they 
started  for  Michigan,  and  they  made  their  way  in  a 
tedious  manner  by  canal,  lake,  and  overland  with 
teams.  They  located  first  upon  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres,  and  the  mother,  with  the  assistance  of  hei' 
sons,  was  enabled  to  build  up  a  good  homestead  and 
surround  her  family  with  the  comforts  of  life.  She 
was  a  lady  of  much  force  of  character,  remark- 
ably active  and  blessed  with  good  health,  and  labored 
early  and  late  for  the  good  of  those  she  loved.  She 
is  still  living,  active  and  intelligent  as  of  old,  al- 
though having  passed  her  eightieth  birthday.  She 
makes  her  home  with  her  son,  our  subject,  and  en- 
joys the  warm  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances.* 

Lester  Osgood,  being  the  eldest  member  of  his 
mother's  family,  was  at  an  early  period  of  his  life, 
by  the  death  of  his  father,  invested  with  serious 
responsibilities  which  he  discharged  in  a  highly 
creditable  manner.  He  continued  with  his  widowed 
mother  until  after  reaching  the  thirty-fourth  year 
of  his  age,  and  was  then  married,  Oct.  21,  1863,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Hoagland,  a  sketch  of  whose  parents 
will  be  found  in  the  biographj^  of  Thomas  V.  Hoag- 
land, published  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  O. 
was  born  in  Romulus  Township,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  2,  1832,  and  was  but  two  years  old  when  her 
parents  came  lo  this  State,  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Ridgevvay  Township.  She  knows  all  about 
l)ioneerlife  in  Southeastern  Michigan,  and  the  efforts 
required  to  build  up  a  home  from  the  wilderness. 
She  continued  with  her  parents  until  their  death, 
being  trained  in  all  housewifely  duties,  and  acquir- 
ing a  limited  education  in  the  common  schools. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osgood  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  M.  and  Jennie  H.,  who  continue  at 
home  with  their  parents.     The  daughters  and  their 
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mother  are  prominently  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Osgood,  politically, 
was  formerly  a.  Democrat  but  now  votes  with  the 
Proliil)itionists.  He  has  officiated  as  Treasurer  and 
Clerk  of  Macon  Township,  and  ranks  among  its 
most  worthv  citizens. 


\¥|OHN  B.  DOWLING.  In  the  year  1838,  at 
!  three  years  of  age,  ]\Ir.  Howling  was  brought 
^^^^  I  by  his  parents  from  Somersetshire,  England, 
{^g//  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Cambridge  in 
May  of  that  year.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  Oct.  2,  1835,  in  Somersetshire,  where  his 
father,  Robert  L  Howling,  was  engaged  as  a  general 
tradesman  for  several  years.  The  latterDwas  the 
son  of  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
had  received  a  superior  education.  His  father  had 
charge  of  a  very  prcmiinent  parish  and  filled  the 
place  of  Rector  for  many  years,  until  his  health 
failed  him.  Robert  1.,  the  father  of  John  B.,  was 
married  in  England  to  Miss  Mary  Bridge,  who  was 
the  descendant  of  a  good  family,  and  a  native  of 
tho  same  shire  as  her  husband. 

After  the  l)irth  of  three  children,  one  son,  our 
subject,  and  two  daughters,  the  parents  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  made  their  home  in  Cambridge 
Township,  this  county,  on  a  partly  improved  farm, 
to  wliicli  Robert  I.  devoted  his  energies.  He  lo- 
cated on  section  13,  in  the  township  of  Cambridge, 
where  he  took  up  160  acres  of  good  land,  and  made 
that  place  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Sept.  18,  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventj- -six.  His  wife 
had  died  Dec.  25,  1873.  They  were  most  excellent 
Christian  people,  and  were  worthy  and  respected 
members  of  society.  They  were  mourned  and  re- 
gretted b}-^  the  entire  community,  when  they  were 
called  to  pass  from  the  scenes  of  this  world. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  was  initiated 
into  all  kinds  of  farm  labor.  On  the  15th  of 
October,  1861,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Adrian, 
Mich.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bridge,  born  in  Cambridge, 
Aug.  27,  1841,  and  daughter  of  William  and  Abi- 
gail (Clark)  Bridge,  natives  of  England  and  Ver- 
mont r(vspectively.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
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Cnmbridoe  Townslnj),  whori^  thov  IIvcmI  nnd  died, 
having  readied  the  age  of  threeseori^  years.  Mrs. 
J)owling  was  reared  to  woniaiihood  l)eii(\M,lh  tlic 
parental  roof  and  secured  her  education  in  tlie  dis- 
trict schools.  She  is  the  mother  of  live  children, 
one  of  whom  is  dead — Willis  R.,  Eugene  R.,  Ira  IL, 
Perley  and  Alba. 

After  marriage  Mr.  ])owling  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  improved  land  in  South  Eranklin  Town- 
ship, which  he  afterward  sold,  and  bought  ninety- 
seven  acres  where  he  now  lives,  and  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cidtivation.  In  j)olitic.<, 
Mr.  Dowling  is  a  member  of  that  rapidly  growing 
party,  the  independent  voters,  who  without  regai'd 
for  party  or  part}^  lines,  support  the  best  men  and 
the  noblest  principles  wherever  they  may  find  them. 

^^EORGE  8.  TIFFANY,  known  throughout 
III  ^^__,  Southern  Michigan  as  the  possessor  of  rare 
^^5)  inventive  genius,  is  the  son  of  Judge  Alex- 
ander Tiffany,  who  was  born  in  Niagara,  Canada. 
Oct.  16,  1796,  and  made  his  way  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1832.  He  settled  in  Pal- 
myra, this  county,  which  it  was  then  believed  would 
eventually  become  a  large  city.  Two  years  later 
he  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Lena- 
wee County,  and  in  1836  he  was  elected  Judge  of 
the  Probate  Court,  which  office  he  held  eight  years 
and  of  which  he  was  second  incumbent;  he  was  also 
Judge  of  the  County  Court  two  terms. 

Judge  Tiffany  was  a  man  of  giant  intellect,  a 
learned  lawyer  and  a  conscientious  attorney;  he 
became  prominent  in  the  politics  of  Southern 
Michigan  and  was  a  member  of  the  Constitntional 
Convention  of  1850.  Five  years  later  he  was 
elected  to  the  Michigan  Legislature  and  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  He  wrote 
and  studied  beyond  his  strength,  and  during  those 
memorable  years  wrote  and  published  ''  Tiffany's 
Justice  Guide "  and  ''  Tiffany's  Criminal  Law,'' 
which  are  to-day  considered  of  great  practical  value 
in  Justice's  Courts,  and  to  practicing  attorneys 
generally  in  the  State.  Personally  he  possessed  all 
the  elements  of  a  true  and  noble  manhood,  being 
honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  in   the   various  rela- 


tioiis  of  life  (^xhil)itiug  a  conscientious  regard  for 
duty.  lie  never  enjoyed  robust  health,  owing 
])robably  to  his  unremitting  labors,  and  died  at 
Palmyra.  Jan.  11,  LSCS.  when  seventy-two  years 
(»ld. 

Hiere  is  a  tradition  among  the  Tiffany  family 
that  their  ancestors  came  from  Italy  about  400 
yc^ars  ago  and  settled  in  England.  They  were  ex- 
pert as  silk  weavers,  and  the  patronymic  undoubt- 
edly originated  from  their  occupation,  as  the  trans- 
lation of  the  word  Tiffany  is,  according  to  Webster, 
a  species  of  gauze  or  very  thin  silk.  The  paternal 
great-grandparents  of  our  subject.  Dr.  Gideon  and 
Sarah  (Dean)  Tiffany,  cann^  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Norton,  Mass.,  whence  they  removed  a 
few  years  later  to  New  Hampshire,  in  order  to  con- 
duct properly  the  education  of  their  sons,  who  be- 
came studcnits  of  Dartmoutli  College.  About  1792, 
these  sons  repaired  to  Canada,  and  published  the 
jfirst  newspaper  at  Niagara  under  the  patronage  of 
Gov.  Simcoe.  Sylvester  Tiffany  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ralston,  who  was  of  English-Scotch  par- 
entage, and  settled  near  the  present  city  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  to  Canandaigua, 
which  was  then  the  center  of  political  and  social 
intluence  in  Western  New  York.  Here  Sylvester 
Tiffany  established  a  newspaper  and  his  son,  Alex- 
ander, the  father  of  our  subject,  when  but  a  little 
boy  sat  on  a  high  stool  as  a  compositor.  A  few 
years  ago  a  copy  of  the  Canadian  Constellation^ 
estaV)lislied  by  Tiffany  Bros.,  was  exhibited  in  the 
(Canadian  l^arlianient  by  William  Lyon  McKenzie, 
as  a  valuable  relic. 

Alexander  Tiffany,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1823, 
was  married  to  Miss  Abigail  B.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Gain  and  Chloe  Robinson,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y^.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children.  George 
S.,  of  our  sketch,  was  born  after  the  removal  of 
his  parents  to  this  State  in  Palmyra,  this  county, 
July  7,  1834,  and  at  an  early  age  it  was  apparent 
that  he  inherited  much  of  the  talent  of  his  honored 
father.  Upon  leaving  the  primary  schools  he  en- 
tered Hillsdale  College,  where  he  completed  his 
studies  in  1857.  His  inventive  genius  began  to 
develop  before  he  had  reached  his  majority,  and 
besides  other  productions  of  his  brain  he  is  the 
successfnl  patentee  of  a  tile   machine  w^hich  bears 
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hi?^  uaiiie  and  which  \u\s  beci^ine  jihiiost  iiH]is])eii- 
sable  to  the  niamifaeturers  of  this  coinmodit\',  in 
Michigan  especially.  Mr.  Tiffany  established  severnl 
manufactories  for  sewer  i)ipe  and  drain  tile  in  this 
country.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  under- 
oTound  drainage  in  Southern  Michigan,  and  is 
generall}^  recognized  as  authority  in  matters  of 
this  kind.  His  face  is  a  familiar  one  at  State 
Drainage  Conventions,  and  his  opinions  receive  the 
attention  due  those  of  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
and     well-informed     members    of    the    association. 

Our  subject  was  jnarried,  ill  December,  1863,  to 
Miss  Addie,  daughter  of  Fred.  K.  Tiffany,  of  Can- 
ada, who  carried  on  farming  in  the  Dominion  and 
died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven  years.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  T.  was,  in  her  girlhood,  Miss  Chor- 
ity  Decker,  daughter  of  John  Decker,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
largely  interested  in  the  milling  business.  Tht? 
Deckers  were  well  known  throughout  the  Ke3^stone 
State,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of  its 
farming  operations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  S.  I'if- 
fany  became  the  pnrents  of  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Frederick  was  born  in  Jackson,  Oct.  12, 
1867;  Abbie  G.,  April  27,  1873,  and  George  H., 
Aug.  12,  1874.  The  daughter  died  when  five  weeks 
old. 

Mr.  Tiffany,  socially,  belongs  to  the  Masons,  and 
has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  Lenawee  County  and,  as  one  of  its  most  useful 
citizens,  is  widely  and  favorably  known.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  erection  of  the  Jackson  Fire- 
Clay  Works.  His  machines  have  been  on  exhibition 
nt  all  the  fairs  in  this  countr3%  and  he  receives 
orders  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  from 
Sidney,  Australia. 


•Mh-^- 


^/  OSHUA  W.  THURBER,  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  ar- 
rived within  its  boundaries  over  Mty  years 
ago.  He  came  here,  as  did  many  of  his 
neghbors,  with  no  capital  but  strong  hands  and  a 
resolute  spirit,  and  determined  to  establish  a  home 
for  himself  and  secure  a  good  position  among  his 
fellow  men.     He  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer 


until  1843,  in  the  meantime  exercising  the  greatest 
ecionomy,  and  in  due  time  found  himself  enabled  to 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  which  he  had  selected  on 
section  '^2  in  Madison  Township.  lJj)on  this  there 
had  been  no  improvements  whatever,  but  he  began 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  enclosed  one  fi(*ld 
after  another,  finnlly  putting  u^)  a  modest  dvvelling, 
to  which  he  brought  a  bride  on  tlie  21st  of  April, 
1841.  Thus  armed  and  equipped  for  the  further 
battle  of  life,  he  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  upon  the  same  [)lace  for  over  forty  yeai's, 
when  in  the  spring  of  188  1,  he  wiselj^  retired  from 
active  lal)or  and  moved  into  the  town  which  now 
bears  his  name  and  the  site  of  which  he  once 
owned. 

Mr.  Thurber  was  born  April  11,  1814,  and  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Sally  (Gage)  Thurber,  natives 
of  New  York,  where  they  spent  their  last  years 
near  Canandaigua.  The  parental  household  included 
nine  children,  and  Joshua  W.,  in  common  with  the 
others,  received  but  a  limited  education,  but  was 
carefully  trained  to  those  habits  of  industry  and 
principles  of  integrity  which  became  the  secret  of 
his  later  success  in  life,  and  contributed  to  his  value 
as  a  citizen  and  member  of  society.  The  family 
were  of  Welsh  descent  and  it  is  supposed  crossed 
the  Atlantic  during  the  Colonial  days. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was,  in  her  girlhood,  Miss 
Rebeccji,  daughter  of  Jabez  and  Catharine  Fisk, 
natives  of  Nevv  York,  where  she  was  born  in  Tioga 
County,  Aug.  19,  1822,  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  i)a rents  when  n  small  girl.  She  was  thoroughly 
trained  in  all  domestic  duties  and  those  arts  which 
conduce  so  much  to  the  comforts  of  a  home,  and 
endured  clieerfully,  with  her  husl)and,  tlie  priva- 
tions to  which  they  were  subjected  during  tluMr 
early  life  together.  They  became  the  parents  of 
four  bright  children  and  have  been  called  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  all.  The  eldest  daughter,  Gertrude  (x., 
became  the  wife  of  Dr.  George  W.  Bo  wen,  surgeon 
of  the  5th  Illinois  Colored  Cavahy,  and  died  in 
Arkansas  in  1865;  her  remains  were  brought  home 
and  interrt^d  in  the  cemetery  at  Madison.  Mary  J. 
became  the  second  wife  of  Dr.  Bowen,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1880;  Isabella  married  Stephen  P.  Richardson,  a 
farmer  of  Madison  Township,  and   passed  away  in 


4 


t 


•*»  ■  ^ 


i^ 


LENAWEE  CX)UNTY. 


409 


¥ 


the  fall  of  1870;  Amos,  the  youugest  child  and 
only  son,  met  his  death  by  drowning  in  Raisin 
River  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thnrber  in  their  deep  affliction  have  had  the 
sympathy  of  the  entire  community;  their  loss  is  to 
them  irreparable  bnt  they  do  not  mourn  as  those 
without  hope. 

Mr.  Thurber  has  watched  with  deep  interest  the 
development  and  growth  of  Lenawee  County,  and 
in  his  prime  was  (me  of  the  leading  men  of  this 
township.  lie  was  public-spirited  and  liberal,  ever 
ready  to  assist  those  in  need,  and  did  all  in  his 
power  to  encourage  the  settling  up  of  this  section 
by  an  enterprising  and  intelligent  class  of  people. 
He  exerted  his  influence  to  encourage  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  schools,  and  ever  gave 
his  voice  and  vote  in  support  of  those  measures 
calculated  to  build  up  the  community,  socially'  and 
financially.  He  served  as  Overseer  of  Highways 
and  was  also  connected  with  tlie  School  Board.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Jackson,  and  has 
since  been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 


-^ -HH- K§J^  :[:^y§>^  ^^  .^ 


^fp^LEMFNG  McMATII.     From  its  earliest  his- 
is^Gi'  tc>ry    Mr.     McMath  has    been   a  prominent 
,J^  factor    in   promoting,    by   his  untiring   and 

zealous  labors,  the  development  and  growtli  of 
Dover  Township,  where  his  homestead  is  located,  on 
section  2.  In  the  earl}^  days  of  this  county  he  was 
much  looked  to  for  advice  and  counsel,  and  he  has 
taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  government  of  the 
county  and  township.  For  three  or  four  years  he 
was  County  Superintendent  of  the  Pooi',  ;uid  wjis 
Supervisor  of  Dovei*  Township  for  two  terms, 
while  he  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Notary 
Public  for  many  years.  In  the  administration  of 
these  various  offices,  he  showed  the  ability  and 
sound  judgment  which  have  characterized  his  course 
in  life. 

Mr.  McMath  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  14,  1808,  and  is  the  son  of  Col.  Samuel  Mc- 
Math, a  gallant  officer  of  the  War  of  1812,  in  which 
he  held  a  Captain's  commission.  He  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  married  Miss  Mary  Jack- 
son,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  and  settled  in   Sen- 


eca County,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of  1826,  Col. 
McMath  came  to  Michigan  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  farm,  and  selected  a  tract  of  wild,  un- 
broken land  in  Washtenaw  County.  He  remained 
to  clear  it  and  prepare  a  home  for  his  family,  while 
his  son  Fleming,  of  this  sketch,  who  had  come  with 
him  to  Michigan,  returned  to  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  to  harvest  their  crops.  In  the  following  year, 
during-the  absence  of  his  son,  the  Colonel  was  taken 
sick,  and  soon  the  usefid  career  of  that  brave  and 
honest  man  was  closed  by  death.  In  October  fol- 
lowing the  sad  death  of  the  father,  the  mother  came 
to  Washtenaw  County  with  our  subject  and  six 
children,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Niles,  xMich.  After  the  death  of  Col.  McMath,  his 
property  had  been  divided,  and  our  subject  con- 
tinued to  live  in  Washtenaw  County  for  several 
years. 

In  the  spring  of  1829  Mr.  McMath  made  a  mem- 
orable journey  to  his  old  home  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  bride  in  the  person  of  an  old  friend.  Miss 
Eliza  Pruden.  He  performed  the  entire  journey 
on  horseback  through  Canada,  and  was  united  to 
the  lady  of  his  choice  April  2L  1821).  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  E.  Pruden,  and  w^as 
born  March  10,  1801).  Mr.  McMath  returned  with 
his  bride  to  liis  home  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  in 
1835  they  came  to  Lenawee  County  and  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  Dover  Township,  on  section  2, 
where  they  established  a  new  home,  and  thus  be- 
came pioneers  of  this  township.  Mr.  McMath  has 
cleared  his  farm,  erected  good  buildings,  and  made 
many  other  substantial  improvements.  He  in- 
creased the  original  acreage  of  his  property  to  200 
acres,  by  the  purchase  of  an  80-acre  tract,  but  he 
afterward  disposed  of  a  like  amount. 

Seven  children  were  born  of  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McMath,  namely:  Francis,  Roxanna, 
Elizabeth,  Eliza,  Laura  A.,  Fleming  and  Esther. 
Francis  married  Mary  E.  Wait,  and  Roxanna  is  the 
wife  of  James  H.  Shepherd ;  Elizabeth  married  S. 
D.  Vaughn,  and  died  in  Dover  Township,  Jan.  26, 
1857;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Charles  I.  Shaw,  and 
Laura  is  the  second  wife  of  S.  D.  Vaughn,  while 
Fleming  married  Julia  Deming,  and  Esther  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Gilbert.  Mrs.  McMath,  the  devoted 
and   faithful  Avife  and    mother,  passed  away  on  the 
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3d  of  December,  1887,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
seventy -eight  3^ears.  She  was  a  devout  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  where 
she  had  been  a  communicant  since  she  was  fifteen 
years  pf  age. 

Mr.  McMath  is  held  in  much  reverence  among 
the  citizens  of  this  community,  as  one  of  the  oKiest 
residents  and  as  one  of  the  few  pioneers  still  left 
here.  He  has  been  a  stanch  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  since  1826,  a  period  of  sixty- 
two  years,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Dover. 


JAMES  H.  SHEPHERD.  As  a  representative 
of  the  intelligent  and  progressive  agricultur- 
ists of  Lenawee  County,  and  a  worthy  de- 
scendant of  a  noble  and  honored  sire,  we 
take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  biographical  sketch  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  liead  of 
this  notice.  His  father.  Rev.  Paul  Shepherd,  was 
born  near  Penn  Yan,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1804, 
and  was  of  (merman  and  Scotch  ancestry.  Asenath 
Mack,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  of  Scotcli  ori- 
gin, and  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1810.  Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Shepherd 
was  solemnized  there  in  1826,  and  they  first  settled 
near  Penn  Yan  on  a  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Shepherd's 
father.  After  remaining  there  a  short  time  they 
removed  to  Allegany  County,  in  the  same  State, 
where  they  lived  about  two  years. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Shepherd  had  taken  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  had  fitted  himself  to  enter 
upon  the  practice  of  that  profession,  but  while  at- 
tending a  protracted  meeting  at  Angelica  he  was 
converted,  and  then  determined  to  change  his  pro- 
fession and  enter  the  ministry.  He  relinquished 
the  further  study  of  medicine,  and  with  his  family 
removed  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  the 
theological  department  of  Oberlin  College.  He 
was  already  well  versed  in  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages,  and  after  two  years'  study  was  graduated 
from  that  college.  In  1885  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  was  induced  to  go  to  Allegan  County,  near 
Saugatuck,  and  take  charge  of  the  colony  which 
had  been  established  in  that  place.  He  also  assumed 
-m ' ■'"" ' '" ' ' ' ' ' ■ "•"■ " """"" ■"""' "'■' ^'''-'->-^^^''—'—- 


charge  of  tlie  Singapore  Mi»i()n,  which  was  com- 
posed of  the  Ottawa  and  Pottawatomie  Indians, 
and  became  well  versed  in  their  languages.  He  re- 
mained in  charge  of  the  colony  and  mission  two 
years,  and  then  removing  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
he  preached  both  in  Comstock  and  Cxalesburg,  be- 
ing ordained  at  the  latter  place.  He  afterward  set- 
tled in  Plain  well,  Allegan  County,  and  from  there 
was  called  to  Constantine  to  settle  his  father's  es- 
tate, after  which  he  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and 
in  1841  commenced  a  six  years'  pastorate  in  Me- 
dina Centre.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
came  to  Dover  Townsliip,  and  was  here  engaged 
in  the  ministry  the  following  ten  years. 

Rev.  Paul  Sheplierd  was  a  stanch  Abolitionist 
and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  slaves,  pleading  in 
their  behalf  with  learning,  eloquence,  and  spiritual 
unction,  and  making  his  moral  force  felt  wherever 
he  was  known.  Aftei*  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compr(miise,  he  went  to  Kansas  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  bloody  struggle  between  freedom  and 
shivery  that  was  enacted  on  that  soil,  and  which 
finally  resulted  in  the  admission  of  Kansas  into  the 
Union  as  a  free  State.  He  was  Chaplain  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  and  was  a  member  of  that 
body  which  drew  up  the  noted  Topeka  Constitu- 
tion. He  was  a  'close  friend  of  John  Brown,  and 
two  of  the  men  who  took  part  in  the  raid  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  had  often  found  shelter  and  protection 
under  his  roof.  He  was  fearless  in  expressing  his 
views  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  but 
received  no  bodily  injuries.  In  1859  he  returned 
with  his  family  to  Dover  Township,  and  remained 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  November, 
1860;  he  died  in  the  harness,  preaching  until  the 
time  of  his  decease.  His  name  will  long  be  re- 
membered in  connection  with  those  illustrious 
friends  of  the  oppressed,  William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
Wendell  Phillips,  Charles  Burleigh,  John  Brown, 
and  other  leaders  of  reform.  His  widow  was  after- 
ward married  to  E.  W.  Waite,  a  cousin  of  Chief 
Justice  Waite,  and  died  in  Dover  Township,  this 
county.  Of  her  union  with  the  Rev.  P.  Shepherd 
six  children  were  born,  of  whom  the  following  is 
the  record:  Jane  E.  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Benham, 
of  Dover  Township,  and  died  in  Kansas  in  1858 
James  H. ;  Martha  is  the  widow  of  Rev.  H.  P.  Rob- 
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irisoii;  Sanders  K.  resides  in  Leavenwurtlu  Kan.; 
Asenath  died  in  infanc,y;  William  M.  resides  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  being  bnsiness  manager  of  the  St. 
Josei)h  Herald. 

I1)e  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Angelica. 
Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  I^ec.  1  ;^  1829.  Ht  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  pnrenls  when  six  years  old,  and 
remnined  with  them  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  at- 
tending the  comuion  schools,  where  by  diligent 
application  he  acquired  a  substantial  education.  He 
then  entered  the  employ  of  Ashley  «nd  Penninuui 
at  Canandaigua,  Lenawee  County,  being  foreman 
in  their  mill  and  store,  and  remained  with  theiii 
eleven  years,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Dover  Township,  hi  1 859,  feeling  that 
more  active  out-door  work  was  needed  to  restore 
his  partially  failing  health,  \w  became  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  nnd  has  since  continued  tlu^ 
two  occu[)ations,  farming  and  milling.  He  owns 
sixty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  good 
buildings  and  madc^  other  substantial  improve- 
ments. 

Mr.  Shepherd  w^as  married  in  Dover  Township, 
April  7,  I8f)2,  to  Miss  Roxanna  McMath,  a  native 
of  Ypsilanti,  Mich..  whiM-e  she  was  born  .lune  l/». 
1834.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Fleming  and  Eliza 
(Pruden)  Mc-'Mnth.  of  whom  n  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  Into  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shepherd  have  been  boi"n  six  children — Frank,  Eliza, 
Eddie  J.,  Ida  J..  William  F.  and  Otis  H.  Frank 
married  Susie  MciVlillan,  and  resides  in  Cheboygan 
County,  Mich.,  of  which  he  is  eludge  of  Probate : 
Eliza  died  in  infancy,  and  Eddie  married  Lena 
Ano'el,  and  is  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in 
Adrian,  being  a  member  of  the  tirm  ot  Wagner  and 
Shei^herd;  Ida  J.  is  the  wife  of  John  M.  Abbott,  of 
Dover  Township;  William  J.  married  EmmaBovee. 
and  resides  in  the  same  township,  and  Otis  H.  is 
attending  the  High  School  at  Adrian. 

Mr.  Shei)herd  is  a  man  of  note  in  his  community; 
his  ojnnions  are  highly  valued,  and  his  influence  is 
exerted  to  promote  the  moral  and  social  interests  of 
the  townshi])  and  the  country  at  large.  He  was  lirst 
elected  Supervisor  of  Dovei'  Township  in  1876.  and 
served  continuously  the  ensuing  ten  years,  for  one 
year  being  Chairman  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Shepherd 
is  a  member  of  Clavton  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in 


politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  believing,  hon- 
estly and  sincerely,  in  the  principles  put  forth  by 
that  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepherd  are  consistent 
and  worthy  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  Shepherd  is  an  Elder;  he  is  also  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sundav-school. 
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EN  JAM  IN   P.    EMERY.     Adrian  Township     | 
was  particulail}'  fortunate  in  being  settled  by     I 
^^   an  intelligent  and  enterprising  class  of   peo-     ^ 
pie,  many  of  whom  came   from    the  Empire 
State.     They  brought  with  them   their   strict,   old- 
fashioned  notions  of  industry  and   integrity,    which 
they   carried    with  them    in  their    daily  lives    and 
transmitted  to  tlieir  children.      The  subject  of  this 
biograi)hy.  a  native  of  that  section  of    country,  is 
an  admirable  example  of  perseverance   and  resolu- 
tion, which  only  those  wdio  have  watched  his  career 
for  tlie  last  thirty  years  can   appreciate.     Suffice   it 
to  say  that  he  has  made  his  mark  in  the  community 
which  has  known  liim  so  long  and  well,  and  in  w^hich 
he  will  be  remembered  generations  hence. 

Mr.  Emery  is  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  U3,  1828,  and  is  the 
son  of  Jesluirun  and  Elizabeth  (Pierson)  Emery, 
natives  of  Maine  and  New  .Jersey  respectively.  The 
father  was  born  in  Kennebec.  Jan.  2,  1788,  and  de- 
|)arted  this  life  at  the  present  homestead  of  his  son. 
May  6,  1848;  the  parents  were  married  in  1822. 
llie  mother  passed  away  many  years  after  her  hus- 
l)and,  her  death  taking  place  also  at  the  homestead, 
June  14,  187:1  The  i)aternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Ezekiel  Emery,  was  also  a  native  of  Maine, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  and  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty  years.  He  had  served  five 
years  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Corporal.  He  married  a  widow  and 
reared  a  family  of  children,  of  whom  Jeshurun,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  continued  under  the  home 
roof  until  reaching  his  majority;  this  lady  passed 
aw^ay  some  years  before  the  death  of  her  husband. 

In  1818  the  father  of  our  subject  migrated  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  employed  himself 
as  a  farm  laborer,  and  saved  money  enough  to  buy 
sixty  acres  of  land.     This  he  sold  three  years  later, 
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and  purchased  a  farm  in  Cattriraiiu'us  (Joimty,  which 
he  occupied  until  the  summer  of  1830.  The  Terri- 
tory of  Micliigan  was  then  attraetiuo-  hirge  numbers 
of  adventurous  spirits,  ahd  young  Emery  decided 
to  cast  his  fortune  with  the  [)ioneers  of  this  section. 
lie  journej'ed  from  Detroit  by  menus  of  an  ox-team 
and  took  up  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  near  the  present 
homestead  of  his  son,  three  acres  of  which  was 
cleared  from  the  timber,  but  upon  which  there  were 
no  buildings.  He  put  up  a  log  house  the  first  year, 
and  began  gradually  to  extend  the  clearing  and  cul- 
tivate the  soil.  He  was  remarkably  active  and  en- 
terprising and  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  settling 
up  of  the  countrv.  doing  everything  in  his  power 
to  encourage  the  immigration  of  an  intelligent  and 
useful  class  of  people.  He  assisted  them  in  locat- 
ing their  homes,  and  was  foremost  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  pioneer  schools  and  churches.  In  early 
manhood  he  had  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  later  became  a  Whig,  and  upon 
the  abandonment  of  the  old  party  cordially  en- 
dorsed Republican  principles. 

The  father  of  oiu-  subject  continued  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  first  purchase  until  1834,  when  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  what  was  then  ijOgan,  but 
now  Rome  Township,  where  he  purchased  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land  and  put  up  a  log  house,  which 
hfe  occupied  with  his  family  until  1 836.  In  due 
time  this  also  was  turned  over  to  other  hands,  and 
he  purchased  the  land  included  in  the  present  liome- 
stead  of  our  subject.  Upon  this  there  were  no 
improvements  of  any  kind,  and  Mr.  Emery  pro- 
ceeded as  before,  building  his  third  log  house,  and 
which  continued  his  abode  until  his  death.  His 
efforts  in  the  building-up  of  this  portion  of  Lena- 
wee County  were  fully  appreciated  by  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  man,  who  had  learned  to  esteem 
him  at  his  just  value.  He  was  kindly  and  hospita- 
ble in  manner,  possessed  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence, and  built  up  a  record  of  which  his  de- 
scendants may  justly  be  proud.  It  may  be  truly 
said  of  him  that  his  life  was  not  in  vain,  and  his 
name  is  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Lenawee  County.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Henry  Pierson,  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  whence  he  removed  while  a  young 
man  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.     He  had  served  an 


apprenticeshij)  at  the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier, 
and  at  one  time  o])erated  quite  exteifsively  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  as  a  contractor.  He  was  born  May 
16,  1762.  and  died  in  Ontario  County  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years ;  his  wife  had  died  some  years  pre- 
viously, in  1830.  He  was  the  son  of  an  English- 
man, who  was  l)orn  May  1,  1690,  and  who  emi- 
grated to  Amei'ica  tnany  years  prior  to  tlie  Revo- 
lutionary War. 

Benjamin  P.  Emery  was  but  a  child  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  tliis  county,  where  he  pursued  his  first 
studies  in  the  subscription  schools,  and  later  at- 
tended a  select  or  private  school.  His  training  was 
carefully  watched  over  l)y  his  father,  and  being  nat- 
urall}^  fond  of  books,  he  became  more  than  ordinarily 
well  informed.  At  the  deatli  of  his  lamented  parent, 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  six  heirs,  and  made 
[)reparations  to  continue  on  the  homestead,  to  which 
he  brought  a  bride  in  the  spring  of  1852.  The 
maiden  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Catharine,  daughter 
of  William  Miles,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  died 
in  this  county  in  the  prime  of  life,  aged  forty-five 
years.  Mr.  Miles  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Dover 
Townsliip,  and  an  expert  hunter  and  trapper.  Mrs. 
Catharine  Emery  was  born  Sept.  12,  1834,  and 
departed  this  life  on  the  oth  of  Febrnary,  1864, 
when  but  thirty  years  of  age.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  were  born  six  children,  as  follows: 
Lydia  was  born  Feb.  26,  1853,  and  is  now  in  Jack- 
son; William  J.  was  born  Feb.  2,  1855,  is  married 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Ottawa  County;  Jer- 
main  B.  was  born  Jan..  4,  1857,  is  married  and  a 
resident  of  Washtenaw  County;  Bertha  E.  was  born 
Oct.  12,  1858,  and  is  the  wife  of  C.  1).  Baker,  of 
Adrian  Township,  while  Ida  M.  was  born  Jan.  18, 
1862,  and  continues  at  home  with  her  father;  Miles 
died  when  eight  months  old. 

Mr.  Emery  was  married  a  second  time,  in  1864, 
to  Miss  Emily  M.  Miles,  whose  father,  Ira  L.,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  her  mother  of  Germany. 
Mrs.  Emery  was  born  in  Adrian,  May  27,  1836. 
Her  paternal  grandfather,  Nahum  Miles,  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Jackson  County,  this  State,  and  died 
there  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Her  father 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  was  fond  of  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  became  possessor  of  a  small  farm 
in  Jackson  County,  where  his  death  also  took  place      \  r 
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when  of  the  same  age  as  his  father;  his  wife  had  died 
in  middle  life,  when  thirt3^-five  years  of  age.  The 
children  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Emily  M.  Emery  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Beamen  was  born  Jan.  21, 
1866;  Benjamin  P.,  Dec.  28,  1867;  Kittie  M.,  Sept. 
18,  1868;  Eleanor  A.,  Feb.  8,  1871;  Gertrnde  M., 
Sept.  27,  1878,  and  Alice  iM.,  March  1,  1875;  they 
are  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 


^DGAR  E.  UNDERWOOD,  a  well-to-do 
^  farmer  of  Falmyra  Township,  has  passed  his 
L-4  entire  life  not  far  from  his  birthplace,   which 


was  on  section  28,  in  this  township,  Nov.  9,  1847. 
He  was  reared  to  tlie  various  employments  of  farm 
life,  which  he  follows  from  choice,  and  to  whicli  he 
seems  specially  adapted.  Me  carries  on  agricultnre 
in  the  sensible  and  straightforward  manner  certain 
to  insure  success,  and  as  a  man  and  citizen  pos- 
sesses the  qualities  most  highly  esteemed  by  sub- 
stantial and  reliable  men. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Edwin  and  Charlotte 
I\L  (Comstock)  Underwood,  natives  res[)ectively  of 
Wayne  and  Harmony,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.  His 
maternal  grandfatlier,  Thomas  Comstock',  was  born 
in  Sunderland,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt..  Oct.  6),  17110,  and 
was  the  son  of  Jason  Comsto(.'k,  of  the  same  place, 
wjio  followed  farming  therefor  a  time,  and  later 
remov,ed  to  Burlington.  He  lived  in  the  pioneer 
days  of  the  (ireen  JNIountain  State,  when  his  near- 
est market  was  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  to  and  from  which 
[)laces  he  went  with  a  team,  and  died  while  making- 
one  of  these  journe3^s.  His  son  Thomas  was  tlie 
eldest  of  five  children,  and  at  the  time  of  his  fa- 
ther's death  was  a  lad  nine  years  of  age.  He  resided 
Avith  his  mother  five  years  hjnger,  then  took  up  his 
abode  with  his  paternal  grandmother  in  Cambridge, 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until 
reaching  his  majority.  He  then  returned  to  Bur- 
lington to  take  possession  of  his  share  of  his  father's 
farm,  and  resided  there  until  about  1816.  In  the 
winter  season,  while  the  snow  lay  thick  upon  the 
ground,  he  started  out  with  a  sleigh  for  Cliautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  contemplated  making  his 
future  home.  This  was  during  the  early  settlement 
of  that  region,    and    he   secured  a   tract  of  timber 


land  from  the  Holland  Purchase  Company,  where 
he  put  up  a  log  house,  and  in  which  his  daughter, 
Charlotte  M.,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born. 
He  felled  the  trees  from  quite  a  large  area,  and 
cultivated  the  soil  until  1834,  when  he  resolved  to 
l)ush  further  westward. 

With  his  wife  and  three  children,  and  an  outfit 
consisting  of  a  pair  of  oxen,  a  team  of  horses  and 
three  (h>ws,  Thomas  Comstock  started  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  jMichigan,  and  after  a  journey  of  seven- 
teen days  landed  in  Lenavvee  County.  Within  a 
short  time  he  had  entered  a  tract  of  120  acres  of 
Govermnent  land  on  section  30,  Falmyra  Town- 
shii),  where  he  put  up  a  log  cabin,  and  after  his 
family  \vas  comfortaV)ly  estal)lished,  set  liimself  in- 
dustriously at  work  to  clear  away  the  timber  and 
[)re[)are  the  soil  for  cultivation.  Their  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between,  and  at  night  the  wolves 
howled  close  to  the  door.  Upon  one  occasion  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  the  husband  and  father,  a  bear 
clind)ed  into  the  pig-i)en  and  was  making  away 
w  ith  one  of  its  inmates  when  the  mother,  with  the 
courage  peculiar  to  the  wives  of  the  pioneers, 
marched  out  and  succeeded  in  driving  the  intruder 
away.  Thoiiias  Comstock  labored  industriously  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  then  retired  to  the  home  of 
his  daughter  CMnrlotte,  wliere  his  decease  occurred 
about  1872.  The  maternal  grandmother  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Lucy  Smith,  and  her  marriage 
with  Thomas  Comstock  took  place  on  the  5th  of 
February,  1814.  She  w^as  born  in  Cambridge,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  13,  1793,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Sanford  and  Friscilla  ( VVhippo)  Smith ; 
she  <lied  at  the  homestead  in  Falmyra  Township. 
They  were  the  parents  of  tw^o  cliildren  besides  Char- 
l()tte  M. — Sanford  S.,  who  died  in  Falmyra  Town- 
ship in  1835,  and  Seneca  T.,  whose  death  took 
place  in  the  same  locality  the  same  year. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  remained  with  her 
parents  during  her  childhood  and  youth,  and  be- 
came proficient  in  all  those  arts  in  which  the  pio- 
neer maidens  took  pride.  She  learned  to  spin  and 
weave,  tmd  when  of  suitable  age,  being  fond  of  her 
Ijooks,  was  considered  quite  equal  to  the  task  of 
teaching  the  youth  of  her  neighborhood,  her  first 
duties  in  this  direction  being  in  Lenawee  Junction 
District.     She    was  united  in   marriage^  April    22, 
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1841.  with  Edwin  Underwood,  a  native  of  De 
Rnyter,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took 
place  May  Ti,  1817.  His  father,  John  Underwood, 
was  a  native,  it  is  supposed,  of  Albany  County, 
whence  he  removed  to  Madison  County  in  early 
life,  and  from  there  to  Monroe  County,  settling  in 
Williamson  Township,  where  he  continued  until 
1833.  Then,  coming  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
he  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  Ogden 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  lived  two  years, 
and  then  removing  to  Adrian  for  three  years 
he  operated  the  only  tlonring-mill  there.  Thence 
he  returned  to  his  farm,  which  he  occupied  eleven 
years,  and  subsequently  exchanged  it  for  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  30,  in  Palmyra  Township,  where  he 
carried  on  agriculture  until  resting  from  his  earthly 

labors. 

Edwin  Underwood  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  .until  his  marriage. 
Afterward  lie  operated  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in- 
law  three  years,  and  thence  removed  to  Palmyra 
and  took  charge  of  a  tlouring-mill,  which  he  con- 
ducted eight  years.  The  year  following  he  was  in 
the  same  business  in  Raisin  Township.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  purchased  ninety-seven  acres  of 
land  on  section  30,  where  he  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  continued  until  his  death  in  May,  1881. 
Edwin  and  Charlotte  M.  Underwood  became  the 
parents  of  three  children,  lecorded  as  follows :  Lucy 
C.  was  born  April  6,  1843,  nnd  became  the  wife  of 
James  R.  Steele,  who  was  engaged  in  farming  at 
Palmyra,  where  she  died  Nov.  10,  1873;  Edgar  E.. 
of  our  sketch,  was  the  second  child;  John  T.  was 
born  Jan.  23,  1857,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm. 
He  completed  his  education  in  Raisin  Valley  Sem- 
inary, and  married  Miss  Anna  Martin,  of  Elissfield  ; 
he  departed  this  life  Feb.  7,  1887.  His  wife  is  a 
native  of  Butler  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Margarette  (Hammel)   Martin. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  district  school, 
after  which  he  entered  Raisin  Valley  Seminary  and 
completed  his  studies.  The  farm  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies is  a  part  of  the  original  tract  entered  from 
the  Government  by  his  maternal  grandfather.  This 
has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 


supplied  with  the  necessary  and   convenient  build- 
ings required  by  the   modern  agriculturist. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  1867,  was  formerly  Emma  J,,  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Elizabeth  (Harvey)  Butler,  and  a  native  of 
New  York  State;  she  was  born  in  Genesee  County  in 
1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Underwood  have  one  child 
only,  a  daughter,  Clara  C,  born  in  1874,  who  (con- 
tinues witli  her  parents.  Our  subject  gives  his 
[)rincipal  attention  to  his  farming  interests,  though 
he  is  suMiciently  interested  in  politics  to  cast  his 
vote  at  general  elections,  and  uniformly  votes  the 
Republican  ticket. 


^i^^^^(^ 
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)()HN  C.  HARVEY  is  the  son  of  Stimpson 
and  Polly  (Crane*.)  Harvey,  who  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  where  the  father  was  born 
April  30,  1780,  and  the  mother  April  17, 
1787.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  that 
State,  but  desiring  to  better  their  condition,  they 
moved  in  a  short  time  to  Farmington,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.  Here  the  father  died  March  2,  1  828,  and  the 
mother  remained  until  the  fall  of  1833,  when  she 
migrated  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.  With  her 
came  lier  four  sons — (ieorge  C'.,  Barzilla,  David  S. 
and  John  C. ;  another  son,  Harrison,  died  in  New 
York  when  quite  young.  Of  this  family  two  only 
are  now  living:  George  C.  residing  in  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  and  John  C.  After  coming  to 
Michigan  the  family  lived  a  year  or  more  in  Pal- 
myra Township,  when  the  mother  purchased  Gov- 
ernment land  in  Madison  Township,  sections  13  and 
24,  on  which  they  settled  and  continued  to  live 
until  the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
11,  1845. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  tlie  parental 
family,  and  was  born  Oct.  22,  1820,  in  Farmington, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  whence  at  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  removed  with  his  mother  and  brothers  to 
Lenawee  Coimty,  Mich.  Reared  on  a  farm,  and 
with  school  privileges  necessarily  limited,  he  im- 
proA^ed  all  his  opportunities  for  accumulating  inform- 
ation, and  a  perusal  of  this  brief  sketch  will  show 
what  may    be  accomplished  by  industry,  frugality' 
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and  perseverance,  in  the  brief  space  of  a  lifetime. 
With  the  courao-e  and  ambition  of  youth,  and  a 
discerning  judgment  and  wisdom  worthy  of  ma- 
turer  years,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  he  toolv  the 
sole  charge  of  his  mother's  farm.  By  his  good  \ 
management,  ec(jnomy  and  thrift,  he  made  a  grand  i 
success  in  his  agricultural  venture,  nnd  now  owns 
this  same  farm  of  172  acres.  He  has  erected  ample 
and  convenient  buildings  for  carrying  on  his  work, 
and  here  he  resides  in  comfort;  he  is  a  self-made 
man  in  every  sense  implied  by  that  term. 

In  all  his  works  our  subject  has  been  assisted  by 
his  faithful  coadjutor,  Mrs.  Harvey,  and  to  lier 
counsel  and  efforis  he  is  largely  indebted  for  liis 
success.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Mary  A. 
Underwood,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Anna  C.  (Mitchell)  Underwood,  both  natives  <»f 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  They  were  married  in 
Madison  County,  that  State,  and  at  once  removed 
to  Wayne  County,  where  they  were  engaged  in 
farming  for  several  years,  miey,  with  their  four 
children,  emigrated  to  this  county  in  IS3(),  and 
settled  in  Palmyra.  l\)wnship,  where  they  passed 
their  remaining  days,  Mrs.  Underwood  dying 
Feb.  20,  186 1,  and  Mr.  Underwood.  May  IS.  187H. 
Their  children  were  Mary  A.;  Thomas,  now  resid- 
ing in  Palmyra  Township:  Lydia  and  Cornelius, 
now  deceased.  Mary  A.  Undc^'wood  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Williamson,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June 
29,  182(5,  and  was  therefore,  ten  yeai-s  old  when 
her  parents  moved  to  Eenawee  County.  Her  mar- 
ria<>-e  vvitli  Mr.  Harvey  was  celebrated  in  Palmyra 
Township,  A}>ril  29,  ISio.  To  them  hav(^  been 
born  five  children,  but  three  of  this  baud—David 
J.,  Mary  L.  and  (Uara  E. — died  in  early  life.  The 
twosurvivhigare  An?»a  Maria  and  (/ornelia  P..  who 
still  brighten  the  home  of  their  parents. 

Mr.  Harvey  is  an  u|)right  and  conscientious  citi- 
zen, and  enjoys  the  respex-t  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  and  friends.  He  is  a  gc^iial  companion 
at  all  times,  takes  delight  in  hunting,  and  is  as  de- 
voted to  the  piscatorial  art  as  ever  tlu^  renowned 
angler  Izaak  Walton  was.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  conscientiously  endorses  the 
principles  of  that  i)arty.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
were  brought  up  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  the 
i)eaceful     tenets    of    that  se(;t    are    exemplified    in 


their  daily  lives.  Their  home  is  the  center  of  a 
generous  hospitality  which  is  freely  dispensed  to 
their  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances.  Their 
names  will  long  be  cherished  among  those  of  the 
worthy  pioneers  who  assisted  in  establishing  Madi- 
son Township,  and  in  df^veloping  its  resources. 


.^^t^- 
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VJSAAC  JUDGE,  contractor,  stone  and  brick  ma- 
son and  plasterer,  is  among  the  prominent  resi- 
dents of  Adrian  Township.  He  is  a  native 
of  England,  where  he  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Wisbech,  on  tlie  Isle  of  Ely,  Cambridgeshire,  on  the 
l.sth  of  ()ctol)er,   1829. 

The  i)arents  of  our  sul)ject  were  Moses  and  Han- 
nah (Bonos)  Judge,  who  were  married   in   England 
and  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  foiu-  daughters,  of  whom    Isaac  was    the   third. 
He  was  reared  at  home   and   received  a  good   edu- 
cation from  his  fatliei',  who  was  a  line  scholar,  and 
by  reading  and  studying  good  books.      He  engaged 
in  farm  work  with  different  employers    until  1854, 
when,  with  a  desire  to  the  betterment  of  his  fortune, 
he  l)ade  adieu  to  liis  native  land  and  embarked  for 
America,  landing  at  New  York  City  on  the  20th  of 
:May,  that  year.      He  came  at  once  to  Adrian,  Mich., 
arriving  on   the    2Gth   of  May,  and  engaged   as   a 
laborer.      He  tlieii  learned  the  trade  of  a  stone  and 
brick  mason  and  plasterer,  with  E.  C.  Perkins,  with 
whom  he  worked  eight  years,  and   since   that   time 
has  continued    contracting  and   l)uilding.      He    was 
connected  in  business  with  Gilbert  Clark  some  five 
years,  and  is  now  in  partnership  with  M.  M.  Thomp- 
son, the  style  of  the  firm,  which  was  established  in 
1872,  being  Thompson  &  Judge.     They  have  built 
many   of   the   finest   structures   in    Adrian,   among 
which  are  the  Industrial  Home,  the  college,  jail,  and 
many  fine  residences  and  other  buildings. 

Previous  to  leaving  his  home  in  '-white  cliffed 
Albion,"  on  the  2Gth  of  February,  1854,  Mr.  Judge 
led  to  the  altar  Miss  Eliza  James,  a  native  of 
March,  Cambridgeshire,  England,  with  whom  he 
came  to  the  United  States.  Their  union  has  been 
,  blessed  with  a  family  of  eleven  children,  nine  of 
whom    survive — Sarah    E.,    William    A.,  Isaac    J., 
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Henry  M.,  Mary  A.,  Berta  Grant,  Walter  E.,  Eva 
A.  and  Nettie  M.  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  J. 
Wethers;  William  A.  married  Miss  Ida  Bnrch,  and 
is  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Adrian. 

Mr.  Judge  has  a  eomniodious  residence  on  Bud- 
long  street  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  Comforts  of 
life.  He  enjoys  the  confidence  and  and  esteem  of 
the  community,  and  is  entitled  to  credit  for  the 
position  to  which  he  has  attained.  Erom  a  humble 
beginning,  he  has  risen  by  his  own  industry  and 
business  tact  to  a  position  of  easy  competence  and 
influence,  and  sets  before  the  rising  generation  a 
bright  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished  b}^ 
hard  work  and  economy. 


ENRY  L.  HIJRLBUT  is  a  resident  of  sec- 
tion 25,  Fairfield  Township,  where  he  owns 
a  fine  farm  of  180  acres,  on  which  are  good, 
\^j  comfortable  buildings  and  fine  improve- 
ments generally.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
Henry  and  Elmira  (Jennings)  Hurlbut,  the  father 
born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  in  Nor  walk. 
Conn.  In  the  summer  of  1818  the  fatlier  removed 
to  Ohio,  over  the  Alleghany  Mountains  with  teams, 
spending  from  May  until  July  on  the  journey,  and 
settling  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  where  he  assisted  in 
building  the  first  house  in  that  city,  which  he  after- 
ward occupied.  The  mother  did  not  make  the 
journey  with  her  husband,  but  joined  him  the  fol- 
lowing spring.  There  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  his  death  occurring  in  the  fall  of  1851, 
and  hers  in  1885.  To  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren,* five  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The.  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  the 
parental  family.  He  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn., 
Feb.  2,  1818.  and  was  an  infant  in  his  mother's, 
arms  when  they  came  to  Ohio,  where  his  life  was 
passed  to  the  age  of  fifty  years.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  calling  he  followed  un- 
til he  came  to  Michigan,  in  December,  1867.  Mr. 
Hurlbut  was  first  married,  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  to 
Nancy,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Stewart) 
Carter,  the  former  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
the  mother  in  New  York  State.     They   first  settled 

m " 


in  York  State,  in  what  is  known   as  the   •'  Holland 
Purchase,"  and  afterward   went  to   Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  whence  they  subsequently  removed    to   Nor- 
walk, in  the  same  State.     After  living  in  different 
I    l)laces  in  Ohio,  the  mother  died  in  Lorain  Count}, 
I   and  the  father  died  in  Michigan,  to  which  place  he 
I    IukI  removed. 

I        Nancy  Carter,  the  first  wife  of  our  subject,    was 
I   born  in  what  was  known  as  the  ''  Holland  Purchase," 
I    N.  Y.,  and  by   her  marriage    with  our  subject  be- 
came   the  mother  of    three    children — Charles  L., 
Mary   E.  and   William  H.     Charles    married  Julia 
I    Fuller,  and  resides  in  Adrian;  Maiy  E.   died   when 
I   twenty  years   of  age,'  in    Erie  County,    Ohio,  and 
I    William  was  drowned,  while  on  an   excursion   from 
I   Toledo  to  Put-in-Bay,  June  24,  1867.     Mrs.    Hurl- 
i   but  died  in   Norwalk,    Ohio,  on   the  6th    of  May, 
I    1848,  and  Mr.  Hurlbut  was  a  second  time  married, 
Oct.  21,  1849,  to  Matilda,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Jane  Gurle3%  natives  of  Ireland.     They  emigrated 
to  America  when  Matilda  was  a  child,  and  lived   in 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  about  two  years,  when  they  came  to 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  they  died,  the   mother 
in  January,  1868,  and  the  father   in  the    spring  of 
1S72.     They  had  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five 
daughters,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  maturity. 

i\L's.  Hurlbut,  the  eldest  of  the  parental  family, 
was  born  in  L'eland,  Dec.  18,  1821.  By^  her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  there  were  born  two  children 
—  Frederick  T.  and  George  E.  Frederick  T.  mar- 
ri(Hl  Ada  Vaughn,  and  resides  in  Fairfield;  George 
E.  married  Alice  Coah,  and  lives  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 
In  politics  Mr.  Hurlbut  is  a  I)(nnocrat. 


_^  RCIIIE  R.  BOYD  is  one  of  Michigan's*  most 
W  11    Pi't>mJsing  young  farmers  and  stock-raisers. 

if  iM  He  is  an  active,  thrifty  and  practical  young 
^  man,   bringing  a   well-trained    intellect  to 

bear  on  the  great  agricultural  problem  of  the  day, 
how  to  till  the  earth  so  as  to  produce  the  best  re- 
sults without  impoverishing  the  soil. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Raisin  Township,  this 
county,  Aug.  10,  1858,  in  the  home  that  his  father 
had  built  when  the  town  was  in  its  infancy.  He 
was  carefully   reared   under  the  parental  roof,  re« 


Residence  or  Mr5.  AiNN  5.  Harsh   Sec.  30.  Ogden  Township. 


"  Evergreen  Hedge  Farm  "    Res.ofH  .W. Maynard,  Sec.S.Dover  Township. 


'^^i^^^^^M^MM^^^^^^^^^^^f^^^.  

Residence  of  N,  A.  Bailey,  Sec.  3.  Adrian  Township, 
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ceiviijg  the  advantages  of  the  fine  educational  sys- 
tem of  his  native  State,  and  finished  b^^  attending 
the  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  and  aft(»rward  Adrian 
College.  After  leaving  the  latter  institution  he 
worked  atiiome  on  the  farm  until  his  father's  death. 
He  now  owns  the  old  homesteail,  which  contains 
some  240  acres  of  fine  arable  land,  on  section  15, 
and  keeps  the  farm  up  to  the  same  high  state  of 
cultivation  to  which  his  father  liad  brought  it. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  married  in  this  township  at  the 
residence  of  the  bride's  parents,  Jan.  1,  1882,  to 
Miss  Ella  Holdridge,  the  daughter  of  Horace  and 
Adeline  (Hollaway)  Holdridge,  a  history  of  whom 
appears  in  this  Aliujm.  The  Ijride  was  born  in 
Raisin  Township,  Sept.  5,  1863,  and  here  received 
a  part  of  her  education,  which  was  completed  by  a 
course  in  the  Tecumseh  schools.  She  is  an  active 
and  influential  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  a  good,  consistent  Christian  woman.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Boyd  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Law- 
rence and  Carroll,  botli  bright  and  interesting  little 
ones,  who  are  the  pride  of  their  father  and  mother. 

Mr.  Boyd  is  earnestly  interested  in  the  political 
questions  of  the  day,  and  holdhig  the  same  views 
that  his  father  did  concerning  the  great  principles 
that  underlie  the  (xovernment  of  this  country,  sup- 
ports the  tenets  of  the  Democratic  party.  Although 
a  .young  man,  he  merits  and  retains  the  res])ect  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  connii unity,  who  regard  him 
as  one  of  their  best  farmers  and  most  upright  and 
honorable  citizens. 


t- 


'I  )|;ESLEY  B.  KEYSER.  14ie  subject  of  this 
\/\///  ^^^ogni\}\ucA\\  sketch  resides  on  a  tract  of 
Vt^  135  acres  of  land  in  Clinton  Townshi[),  sec- 
tion 17,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  vigorous 
young  farmers  who  discover  and  diffuse  new  ideas 
among  the  thoughtful  who  follow  agricultural  pur- 
suits. His  beautiful  home,  from  which  an  enchant- 
ing view  of  the  surrounding  country  may  be  had, 
is  named  ''Maple  Hill  Stock  Farm,"  the  euphonious 
title  of  a  beautiful  and  valuable  [)roperty.  Mr. 
Keyser  makes  a  specialty  of  stock- raising,  and  his 
farm  is  well  supplied  with  buildings  ada])ted  to  that 
calling.     He  located  here  in  1883. 

The  subject*  of  this    sketch     was    born     on    his 


father's  farm  in  Tecumseh  Township,  on  the  8tli  of 
February,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Rufus  and  Charity 
(Updike)    Keyser,  the  former   a    successful   stock- 
dealer  and  farmer.  The  grandfather,  who  was  named 
Henry,  emigrated  to  Michigan   in  1830,  where  he 
bought  land  in  Tecumseh  Township,  now  the  town- 
i    ship  of  Clinton,  on  which  he  lived  until  a  few  years 
I    before  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  same  towii- 
I    ship  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.     His 
I    wife,  whose   maiden   name    was  Sallie  Conner,  had 
I    i)receded  him  to  h'er  eternal  rest  a  few  years  before, 
I    in  about  the  eightieth  year  of  her  age. 
^        Rufus  Keyser  was  but  a  boy  when   he  came  with 
I    his  father  to  Micliigan,  and  assisted  in   the  arduous 
I    labors  (jf  building  up  a  home,  which  he  shared  with 
his  father   until  his   majority,    learning  to  be  reso- 
I    lute,  frugal  and  industrious.    Finally,  after  working 
the  homestead  two  years,  he  secured  a  title  to  forty 
acres  of  land    in  Tecumseh  Township,  to  which  he 
added    until  he    owmed   at   his   death   290   acres  of 
well-improved   land.     Soon   after  this  jMu-chase,   he 
was  united   in   marriage   with  Aliss  Charity  Lpdike, 
wiio  died  at  the  birth  of  twin  children:  our  subject, 
and  a    sister   Matihia,  who  died    at   the    age  of   six 
months.      Refus  Keyser  was  a  second  time  married, 
to  Esther   Updike,   a  sister  of  his  first  wife.     They 
lived  together   twenty-two  years  and    became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  Milburn,  the  only 
surviving  child,    is  attending   school  at  Tecumseh. 
Air.  Keyser  was  again  married,  to  P]lizabeth  Shafer, 
and  died  at   his   home  in    1878,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
Iwo  years.      Intelligence,   good   judgment  and  tact 
were  qualities  that  went  to  make  up  the  successful 
buyer  and  seller  of  stock  he    proved  himself  to  be. 
A   life-long   Democrat,    unswerving   in  his   convic- 
tions,  he    merited   and    enjoyed    the  confidence    of 
those    who   knew   him.      He    was    Commissioner  of 
Highways   for   several   years,   the    duties  of   which 
office  he  faithfully  performed. 

We  now  return  to  the  one  whose  name  adorns  the 
head  of  this  article.  Reared  at  home,  surrounded 
with  home  love,  with  educational  facilities,  eagerly 
taken  advantage  of,  coupled  with  a  fertile  rnind, 
we  have  here  a  practical,  strong  man,  with  a  well 
rounded  character.  In  his  early  life  school  teach- 
ing engaged  his  attention  for  several  years.  He  se- 
lected as  a  bride  Miss  Emma  Welch,  wdio  was  born 
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iu  Franklin  Township,  Dec.  19,  1853,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  Welch,  now  living  in  Clinton. 
Her  father  was  fQrnierlj  a  successful  farmer  in 
Franklin,  where  his  wife  died  several  years  ago. 
Mr.  Keyser  first  owned  a  farm  of  fifty -seven  acres 
in  Franklin  Township  and  located  there  in  1874. 
He  removed  from  there  to  the  old  homestead  after 
the  death  of  his  father  and  remained  until  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  home  in  1883. 

Mrs.  Keyser  was  reared  and  married  in  Franklin 
Township,  and  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
one  of  whom  is  deceased.  The  others  are  named 
Leora  E.,  Leon  K.  and  Ethel  May.  Mi\  and  Mrs. 
Keyser  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Tecumseh,  and  Mr.  Keyser  is  now  bearing  the  hon- 
ors of  School  Inspector  and  Justice  of  tlie  Peace, 
while  he  has  held  other  positions  of  trust,  always 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a  progressive,  intelligent  and  po^m- 
lar  young  man.  Democratic  in  politics,  but  able  to 
see  in  political  principles  more  than  partyism 
means. 
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eHRLSTlAN  KUNEY,  one  of  the  successful 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  this  community, 
is  a  native  of  Fayette,  Seneca  (Jo.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  June  5,  1816.  Here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  here,  when  but  a  very  young  man, 
being  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  Nov.  29,  1835,  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Cham- 
ber, who  was  of  the  same  youthful  age.  Mr. 
Kuney's  parents  were  Henry  and  Susan  (Brown) 
Kuney,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  who  settled  iu 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  many  yenvs 
of  their  wedded  life,  and  where  they  died,  the  father 
in  June,  1863,  and  the  mother  about  1832.  They 
had  eleven  children,  namely:  Samuel,  Catherine, 
Margaret,  Jacob,  Hen r}-,  Joseph,  Christian,  Abram, 
Susan,  Levi  and  Martin. 

Mrs.  Kuney's  })arents  were  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Warner)  Gamber,  and  they  were  likewise  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  settled  iu  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  made  their  home  for  many  years. 
They  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  Henry,  Mar- 
garet, Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Mary  A.,  John  and  George. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kune^^  began  their  married  life  in 
their  native  town,  building  up  a  home  there  and 
rearing  a  large  family  of  children,  two  of  whom 
died,  Abraham  when  four  years  old  and  Louisa  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  Those  living,  nine  in  number, 
are  recorded  as  follows:  John  A.  married  Sarali  A. 
Plate,  and  resides  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. ;  Perry 
married  Amelia  Bryant,  and  lives  in  Dover  Town- 
ship; James  married  Martha  Turner,  and  lives  in 
Madison  Township;  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  William 
Nothnagle,  and  resides  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. ; 
Luther  married  Alvilda  Mann,  and  they  are  living 
in  Madison  Township;  Harlan  married  Lucy  Wood, 
and  resides  in  Deerfield  Township;  Seymour  mar- 
ried Aurilla  Bates,  and  lives  in  Madison  Township, 
while  Elton  and  Leroy  live  with  their  parents. 

In  the  year  1863  Mr.  Kuney,  though  approach- 
ing middle  age,  being  then  forty-seven  years  old, 
with  the  energy  and  enterprise  that  had  always 
characterized  him,  made  a  new  start  in  life.  Leav- 
ing the  home  of  his  early  yopth  and  manhood, 
where  he  and  his  wife  had  passed  so  many  years  of 
their  wedded  life,  and  seen  their  children  growing 
up  around  them,  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  here  in 
Madison  Township,  Lenawee  County,  lie  purchased 
240  acres  of  land  on  sections  6  and  7,  whereon  the 
latter  section  he  founded  his  new  home.  His  fine, 
well-cultivated  farm,  with  its  comfortable  dwelling 
and  other  snbstantial  farm  buildings,  shows  the  re- 
sults of  his  untiring  industry,  guided  by  good  judg- 
ment. Now,  in  life's  decline,  Mr.  Kuney  may  well 
look  back  with  pride  on  what  he  has  accomplished 
in  both  his  native  and  his  adopted  States.  A  busy 
life  has  left  Mr.  Kuney  but  little  time  to  take  part 
in  the  political  aifairs  of  his  country,  but  when  oc 
casion  offers  he  votes  witli  the  Democratic  party. 
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ON.  WILLIAM  H.  OSBORNE  became  a resi- 
I  ,-,  dent  of  Tecumseh  about  1881,  and  is  num- 
^S^^  bered  among  its  most  prominent  and  well- 
\^}  to-do  citizens.  He  came  to  this  section  of 
countr}^  in  the  i)ioneer  days,  assisted  in  subduing 
the  primitive  soil,  and  for  a  period  of  probably 
forty  years  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  in- 
terests of  Lenawee  C'ounty.      In  186^  he  was  elected 
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a  member  of  the  Michigan  Legislature,  re-elected 
to  the  position  in  1866,  and  served  on  several  im- 
portant committees.  Diu'ing  the  late  Rebellion 
and  before,  he  was  a  decided  anti-slavery  man.  and 
was  actively  interested  in  the  cause  of  human  free- 
dom. He  attended  the  convention  at  Pittsburgh, 
when  John  P.  Hale  was  nominated  for  President, 
and  stood  bravely  up  under  the  stigma  of  being 
called  an  Abolitionist,  casting  one  of  the  first  three 
votes  polled  in  Macon  Township  against  the  perpet- 
uation of  human  bondage.  Subsequently  he  became 
a  Free-soiler,  and  finally  a  Republican,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  party  he  has  upheld  through  sunshine 
and  storm  for  a  period  of  over  tliirty  years.  In 
the  building  np  and  improvement  of  Macon  Town- 
ship, there  are  few  men  who  have  been  more  active, 
and  whose  labors  have  resulted  in  more  real  benefit 
to  this  cause  in  Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  Osborne  was  born  in  Ovid,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  29,  1814,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Thomas  Osborne,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  born  in  1784, 
and  reared  to  manhood.  He  tlien  migrated  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  cast  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neers of  Seneca  Comity.  Taking  up  a  tract  of 
land  in  Ovid  Township,  he  lived  there  until  about 
1848,  during  which  time  he  had  become  the  owner 
of  300  acres  of  land,  and  then  selling  out  he  pro- 
ceeded once  more  westward  and  took  u\)  liis  abode 
in  Lenawee  County.  During  his  later  years  he 
made  his  home  with  his  son  William  H.,  at  whose 
residence  his  death  occurrcMl  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1854.  The  mother  of  our  subject.  Miss  Mary  Ho- 
garth, of  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  was  married  to  Thomas  Os- 
borne about  1802.  She  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1783,  and  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents, 
John  and  Jane  Hogarth,  when  a  child  of  seven 
years.  They  located  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  spent  their  last  years.  Mrs.  Osl)orne  came  to 
the  West  with  her  husband,  and  died  in  Franklin, 
this  county,  in  1850. 

Mr.  Osborne  received  a  good  education,  i)ursu- 
ing  his  studies  at  Ovid  Academy,  and  Lima  and 
Casenovia  Seminaries.  Although  deteiinined  from 
the  first  to  be  a  farmer,  he  was  bright  enough  to 
realize  that  the  educated  man,  whatever  might  be 
his  station  in  life,  always  had  an  advantage  over 
the  ignorant  one,  and  he  availed  himself  of  every 


opportunity  to  acquire  useful  information.  He  em- 
ployed his  leisure  hours  in  the  perusal  of  instruct- 
ive books,  and  after  leaving  school  was  engaged  as 
a  teacher  three  winters  in  his  native  State,  one 
winter  in  Maumee,  Ohio,  and  one  winter  after  com- 
ing to  this  county. 

'Vhe  father  of  our  subject  upon  coming  to  Michi- 
gan in  1830,  located  on  the  south  half  of  section  20, 
in  Macon  Township,  w4iich  he  operated  nine  years, 
and  in  1839  turned  it  over  to  William  H..  who  re- 
tained possession  of  it  until  his  removal  to  his  vil- 
lage home.  In  the  meantime  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved 220  acres,  and  erected  a  large  frame  house 
with  two  or  three  commodious  barijs  besides  two 
tenement  houses;  he  also  purchased  another  farm 
on  section  21.  In  addition  to  the  labor  and  re- 
sponsibility involved  in  looking  after  these  exten- 
sive interests,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  townsmen 
he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  School  Inspector, 
Highway  Commissioner  and  Town  Clerk.  The 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  these 
various  positions,  naturally  resulted  in  his  election 
to  the  higher  oiiice  of  a  State  Legislator. 

The  marriage  of  H.  William  H.  Osborne  and 
Miss  Arm  Hex  Woodward,  was  celeljrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  April  26,  1836,  while  our  sub- 
ject was  a  resident  of  Ovid,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Ann  H. 
Osborne  wns  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Wood- 
ward, of  Hector,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
born  in  London,  England,  in  1820;  she  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  and  died  in  Macon,  this 
county,  Dec.  24,  1  840.  Their  daughter,  Mary  Eliz- 
abeth, was  born  in  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  16,  1839,  and 
is  the  wife  of  John  F.  Hicks,  of  Tecumseh.  March 
:)0,  1842,  Mr.  Osborne  married  for  his  second  wife. 
Miss  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
Foote,  of  Ovid,  N.  Y.  The  seven  children  of  this 
marriage  are  recorded  as  follows:  Anna  Hex  was 
born  April  19,  1843,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  J. 
Hagerman,  a  |)rominent  railroad  man  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Cohn-ado  Springs;  Sophia  M.  was  born 
April  10,  1845,  became  the  wife  of  George  L. 
(J raves,  of  Milwaukee.  Wis.,  and  died  at  her  home 
there  March  25,  1884;  Thomas  was  born  Feb.  22, 
1847,  and  operates  the  home  farm;  Rebecca  J.  w^as 
born  Jime  29,  1849,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry  C. 
Lowe,  of  Detroit;  Joseph  W.,  twin  brother  of  Re- 
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becca,  is  farming  in  Maeon  Township;  Irving  S. 
was  born  June  21,  1851,  and  is  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  and  also  in  farming  in  Tecumseh 
Township;  William  H.  was  born  Oct.  16,  1853,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  iron  business  in  Milwaukee. 

Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Osborne  was  born  in  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.,  May.  12,  1820,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Mary  Foote,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
emigrated  to  America  in  1798,  and  located  in  Ovid, 
N.  Y.,  wiiere  the  mother  died  in  1851  and  the  father 
in  1855.  Mrs.  Osborne  is  a  highly  intelligent  and 
cultivated  lady,  and  greatly  respected  in  the  social 
circles  of  Tecumseh. 
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ARTIN  ODELL,  a  gentleman  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances, is  comfortably  located  on  a 
good  farm  in  Fairfield  Township,  among 
wdiose  people  he  has  si)ent  his  entire  life. 
He  was  born  at  the  homestead  of  his  fattier,  Dec.  5, 
1842,  and  received  a  more  than  ordinarily  good 
education,  attending  Adrian  College  and  taking  a 
course  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  at 
J3etroit.  From  the  latter  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  honors,  and  fully  armed  for  the  further 
business  of  life.  He  has  always  been  fond  of  rural 
pursuits  and  has  wisely  decided  to  follow  the  occu- 
pation of  his  father  before  him. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  C.  and  Mary  A. 
(Geringer)  Odell,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and  tlie  State  of  Maryland. 
The  Geringer  family  removed  from  Maryland  to 
the  Empire  State  at  an  early  period,  where  John  C. 
Odell  was  married,  and  not  long  afterwai'd  came  with 
his  young  wife  to  Fairfield  Township,  this  county. 
Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  the  mother  passing  away  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1884,  and  the  father  Oct.  23,  1885.  Their 
family  included  one  son  and  live  daughters,  of 
whom  two  are  livhig  and  have  families  of  their 
own. 

Martin  Odell  was  the  eldest  of  the  parental  fam- 
ily, and  not  long  after  completing  his  college  course, 
began  to   make  arrangements  for  the  establishment 
of  a  home  of  his  own.     He  was  married  in  Madison 
-^■~--"-~ ■ ■ " ■ " - - " «-~^^^^^^^^^^^ 


ToAvnship,  March  28,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  F.,  daugh- 
ter of  Israel  and  Amanda  (Olds)  Hale.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hale  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  in  which 
State  they  remained  for  several  years  after  their 
marriage.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1866,  settling 
first  in  Shiawassee  County,  but  removing,  however, 
a  few  months  later,  east  as  far  as  Ohio.  They  con- 
tinued in  the  Buckeye  State  until  the  spring  of 
1881,  and  then  returned  to  the  West  and  located 
in  Senec.'a  Township,  this  county,  w4iere  they  now 
reside.  Mrs.  Odell,  who  was  the  third  of  their  foiu* 
children,  was  born  in  Norwic^h,  Mass.,  Dec.  7, 
1848,  and  continued  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  became  the  parents  of  five 
children — F]lmer  S.,  Leroy  M.,  Burton  H.,  Mary  E. 
and  John  C.  The  last  named  died  in  infancy  and 
the  otliers  are  at  home  witli  their  parents.  Our 
sul)ject  and  Iris  w^ife  are  among  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  Fairfield  Grange  No.  278,  containing  at  the 
[)resent  time  about  sevent}^  members.  Mr.  Odell, 
politically,  is  a  decided  Democrat  and  a  strong 
temperance  man,  while  religiously,  he  is  a  Univer- 
salist,  belonging  to  the  association  at  Fairfield ;  Mrs. 
Odell  is  i)rominentl3^  connected  with  the  iMethodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

\f/RA  S.  NICKERSON.      One    of    the  most   at- 

!  I  . 

I  j    tractive   homesteads   in    Madison    Township  is 

ll[  pleasantly  located  on  section  1 4,  and  comprises 
130  acres  of  valuable  land,  with  a  handsome  mod- 
ern residence  and  substantial  out-buildings.  The 
farm  stock  and  machinery  are  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion, and  everything  about  the  premises  indicates 
the  exercise  of  cultivated  tastes,  and  ample  means. 
Mr.  Nickerson,  the  owner  of  this  property,  not  long 
ago  passed  his  sixty -second  birthday,  and  as  the  result 
of  a  worthy  life  and  temperate  habits,  retains  a 
large  proportion  of  liis  youthful  energy  and  indus- 
ti'y.  He  has  l)een  a  resident  of  this  county  since  a 
child  four  years  of  age,  when  he  came  from  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  with  his  parents,  Lewis  and  Betsey 
( Bl ood )  N  ickerson . 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1826,  and  spent  the  first  four  years  of  his  life  in 
-— «-~--— — -^ « ,~ _«— .^ ^♦►.^ 
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his  n^itivo  county,  siiiee^  wliicli  he  hns  hccn  a  resi- 
dent of  IMndison  I'ownship,  tin's  county.  Here  he 
j)ursne(l  his  primary  studies  in  the  pioneer  schools, 
and  as  soon  as  ohl  enough,  his  services  were  util- 
ized in  assistinii' to  develop  the  soil  and  l)uild  up 
the  homestead.  One  of  the  tii'st  important  steps 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  home  for  liimself  was 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Pittsford,  Hills- 
dale Co.,  Mich.,  Oct.  5,  I80G.  His  chosen  bride* 
was  Miss  Sarah  E.,  daughter  of  E.  T.  and  Mari<*»  F. 
(Floxie)  Watson.  The  latter  w^ere  natives  respect- 
ively of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  nnd  came 
to  Lenawee  County  in  1888,  locating  in  Madison 
Township,  where  they  spent  the  last  yeai's  of  their 
long  and  excellent  lives.  The  deatli  of  the  fathei- 
took  place  on  the  olst  of  January,  1882,  and  that 
of  the  mother  on  the  12th  of  February  of  the  same* 
year.  The  household  circle  consisted  of  four  chil- 
dren: Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  Nickerson;  Susan  M.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Laura  M.,  the  wife  of  Curren  Wil- 
son, of  Dakota,  and  Sylvester  E.,  who  died  in  I\Ladi- 
son  Township  abont  1841),  when  three  years  of  age. 
The  parents  removed  first  from  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y^.,  to  Ohio,  where  they  remained  a  short  time  and 
then  came  to  this  county.  They  were  people  highly 
respected  by  those  who  knew  them,  and  were  wel- 
comed to  the  new  State  as  a  valued  acquisition  to 
its  intelligence  and  res[)ectability. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nickerson  are  the  parents  of  one 
child  onl}^,  a  daughter,  Ida  V.,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Robert  Savage,  a  farmer  of  Madison  Township; 
they  have  one  child,  a  son,  Fred  N.,  born  Aug.  24. 
1885.  Mr.  N.  has  held  the  office  of  Townshi}) 
Treasurer,  and  politically,  gives  his  entire  sup[)ort 
to  the  Prohibition  movement.  He  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

^ ^^ <^^ 


ARWIN  H.  WARREN.  Prominent  among 
the  agricnlturists  of  Dover  Townshi}) 
stands  the  name  of  the  gentleman  whose 
biography  is  briefly  given  in  this  sketch. 
His  parents  were  Isaac  and  Delia  (Vail)  Warren, 
the  former  born  in  Farmington,  Ontario  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  11,  1812.  He  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  in  1834,  and   his   marriage    with    Delia   A. 


Vail  took  place  March  7,  1  8:i8,  in  Madison  Town- 
shi|).  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Dover 
Fownsliip  on  section  82,  and  resided  tliere  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  his  death  occurring  F'eb.  1 1, 
1883.  Mrs.  Isaac  Wai'ren  was  l)orn  in  Armenia, 
Dutcliess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  4,  1812,  and  came  with 
her  father's  family  to  Michigan  in  1836,  where  she 
lived  in  Madison  Township  until  her  marriage. 
She  was  an  e.'U'uest,  Christian  woman,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  March  (],  18<S7,  was  President  of 
the  South  Dover  Women's  Foreign  Mission  Society, 
whicli  [)osition  she  had  held  for  eight  years.  She 
was  a  woman  of  rarc^  loveliness  of  character,  be- 
loved l)y  all  who  knew  her,  and  '"  her  children  rise 
up  and  call  her  blessed." 

The  father  of  our  snbject  was  of  (Quaker  antece- 
dents, but  later  in  life  he  departed  from  the  faith 
of  his  fathers,  becoming  a  convert  to  Methodism. 
In  1843  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  many  long  years  was  an  active 
worker  in  that  society.  He  was  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  for  several  j^ears,  and  Class- 
Leader  for  about  twenty-five  years.  He  was 
an  affectionate  hnsband  and  father;  and  at 
his  death  the  poor  and  needy  lost  a  sincere 
friend,  for  his  charity  and  benevolence  were  un- 
bounded. He  had  l)een  Supervisor  of  the  town- 
ship, and  held  other  offices.  To  him  and  his  vvife 
were  born  five  children — Darwin  H.,  Homer,  Har- 
riet L.,  Isaac  Newton  and  Melvin  E.  Homer  was  a 
member  of  Company  I,  18th  Michigan  Infantry, 
and  ^vas  taken  prisoner  JMarch  24,  1863,  at  Dan- 
ville, K}^  He  was  paroled  and  sent  to  Camp  Chase, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  April  7.  Harriet  L.  is  the  wife 
of  IMilo  Bovee.  of  Dover  Township;  Isaac  N.  mar- 
ried Nanc3^  Ilalstead,  and  resides  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, while  Melvin  was  a  teacher  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship, and  died  there  Dec.  26,    1871. 

Darwin  H.  Warren  was  born  on  section  32  of 
Dover  Township,  May  21,  1839,  and  was  reared  on 
his  father's  farm.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  and  the  Oak  Grove  Academ}^  at  Medina, 
and  after  completing  his  studies  he  taught  two 
terms.  At  that  time  came  a  call  for  more  volun- 
teers to  assist  in  suppressing  the  late  Rebellion,  to 
which  he  promptly  responded  by  enlistingAug.il, 
1862,  in  Compan}^  I,  18th  Michigan  Infantry.      He 


-m-^m- 


!f     424 


f 


-'#^-B 


LENAWEE  (X)IJNTY. 


took  part  in  uumerous  engagements,  and  served  as    \ 
Sergeant  of  his  company  nntil  it  was  mustered  out 
of  service  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  July  26,  1865.  After 
his  discharge  in  1865.  he  returned  to  Dover  Town- 
ship, and  bonght  100  acres  of  land   on   secticm    ol,    ' 
where  he  has  since  lived.     On  this  he  has  erected  a    : 
fine  brick  house,  which  is  replete  with  all  the  con- 
veniences of  modern  life,  and  has  made  many  other 
good  improvements,  while  he  has  increased  its  area    ^ 
by  a  further  purchase  of  140  acres.  | 

Mr.   Warren   was  married  in    Dover    Township,    i 
Sept.    5,  1865,  to  Miss  Ann  M.,   daughter  of  Jona-    ; 
than   W.  and  Lydia  (Moore)    Austin,  the  former  a    \ 
native  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  the  latter  of  Bradford, 
Yt.     The  parents  were  married  in  Bradford,  where 
they  lived  five  or  six  years,  and  then  in  18*30  came    \ 
to  Lenawee  County  in  the  very  earliest  days  of  its    ; 
settlement,  taking  up  the  first  land  that  was  settled    | 
in  Fairfield  Township;  they  then  returned  to   their    | 
home  in  Vermont,  where  they  continued  to  live  for   ; 
some  years,  and  then  came  back  to   Michigan  and    | 
occupied   the  land   which  Mr.  Austin  had  taken  up    ^ 
in  1830.     After  living  there  about  two   years   they    ; 
removed   to  Seneca  Township,  and  settled  on  the    i 
present  site  of  North  Morenci,  whence  two  or  three 
years  later  they  came  to  Dover  Township  and  set- 
tled on  section   31,  where  they  died.     Mr.  Austin's 
death   occurred  Sept.   9,   1864,   while  Mrs.   Austin 
passed  away  July  30,  1871.     They  were  the  parents    \ 
of  six  children,  three    of   whom  lived  to   maturity.    , 
Louisa,  Roswell  M.,  and   one   unnamed  died  in  in-    j 
fancy.   Lydia  E.  married  A.  F.  Brown,  of   Chicago;    ; 
Adeline   is  the  wife  of   Hiram  Bovee,  and  lives  in    I 
Gratiot  County,   this  State.     Ann  M.,  wife  of  our    , 
subject,  was  born  in  Dover  Township  on  section  31, 
Aug.    18,    1840,  and   taught  school   five  years  pre-    \ 
vious  to  her  marriage.     Of  her  union  with  Mr.  War-    ; 
ren   three  children  have  been  born,  namely:     Eva    ; 
E.,  the  wife  of  Levi  J.  Deline,  of  Dover  Township.    | 
Harriet  E.  and  Delia  L. 

Mr.  Warren  has  been  School  Director  and  In- 
spector, and  has  filled  the  office  of  Drain  Commis- 
sioner. He  is  Secretary  of  the  1 8th  Michigan  In- 
fantry Association,  and  is  also  a  member  of  | 
Rowley  Post  No.  358,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  Senior  Vice 
Commander  of  that  post.  Camp  No.  121,  Sons  of  : 
Veterans,  organized  in  January,  1888,  was  named  in    ; 
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honor  of  our  subject,  1).  II.  Warren  Camp.  He  has 
l)een  crop  correspondent  for  Dover  Township  ever 
since  the  enactment  of  the  law  authorizing  such  a 
correspondent,  and  is  one  of  the  County  Committee 
for  Dovei-  Township  for  the  burial  of  indigent  de- 
ceased soldiers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wari'cn  are  active 
members  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Chiu-ch,  while 
Mr.  Warren  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school, 
and  has  held  the  position  of  Class- Leader  since  the 
death  of  his  father.  In  politics  he  is  a  Prohibition- 
ist, and  in  the  fall  of  1886  he  was  candidate  for  the 
Ijegisloture  on  the  Prohibition  ticket. 
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HILLIP  II.  KELLS.  The  bone  and  sinew 
forming  the  l)usiness  portion  of  a  locality^ 
ai"e  made  up  largely  of  its  manufactories 
which,  as  a  section  of  country  develops,  be- 
come a  necessity  to  its  existence  as  well  as  its  prog- 
ress. Without  them  it  invariably  retrogrades,  as 
we  often  see  in  the  example  of  towns  from  which  a 
factory  or  a  railroad  depot  has  been  withdrawn. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  those  wdio  have 
risked  their  capital  and  their  time  to  establish  an  in- 
dustry which,  perhaps,  in  the  changes  of  the  world 
may  bring  more  profit  to  others  than  to  its  projectors 
or  its  legitimate  heirs.  These  thoughts  are  sug- 
gested in  looking  upon  the  flourishing  industry 
which  was  established  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  is  now  carried  on  by  himself  and  his  sons,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Kells  &,  Sons.  The  necessit}^ 
for  brick  and  tile  developed  a  necessity  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  machinery  required  to  carry  it 
on,  and  Mr.  Kells  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this 
business,  to  which  has  been  also  added  the  repairing 
of  engines  and  boilers. 

Mr.  Kells  established  his  present  works  in  1871, 
near  the  Lake  Shore  depot,  where  he  wisely  began 
operating  on  a  modest  scale.  Lie  associated  first 
with  Henry  Angell,  who  continued  with  him  three 
years,  when  the  works  were  removed  to  No.  82 
North  Main  street,  where  the  firm  of  Fair  &  Dodges 
were  operating  a  foundry,  and  were  employed  by 
Mr.  Kells  in  making  his  castings.  After  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Angell,  Mr.  K.  associated  himself  with 
with  John  I.  Napp,  but  the  partnership   continued 
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only  twelve  months.  In  the  ineantinie,  the  sons  of 
onr  snbject,  who  were  bright  nnd  intelligent  youiig 
men,  had  gained  a  good  insight  into  their  fatluM'V 
business,  and  as  his  next  best  choice  he  took  them 
into  partnership  in  August,  1882,  and  removed  the 
works  to  North  Main  street,  near  the  court-house. 
The  machine-shop  occupies  an  area  of  ;)8x64  feet, 
the  foundry  84x3()  feet,  and  the  blacksmitli-shoi) 
16x26  feet.  They  usually  give  emi)loyment  to 
twelve  men,  and  the  factory  has  become  one  of  the 
important  features  among  the  industries  of  the  city, 
proving  a  source  of  profit  to  its  projector  as  well  as 
a  benefit  to  numbei's  of  the  laboring  classes.  Mr. 
Kells  has  been  continuously  advancing  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  business,  and  has  developed  consider- 
able inventive  talent,  being  the  patentee  of  the 
combined  auger,  brick  and  tile  machine  which  has 
come  into  very  general  use.  It  embraces  strength, 
durability  and  speed,  and  is  now  turned  out  in  large 
numbers,  orders  being  received  fr(»m  all  over  the 
United  States,  from  Maine  to  California. 

Mr.  Kells  is  a  native  of  Columbia  Couuty,  N.  Y.. 
where  his  birth  took  place  April  4,  1813.  His 
father,  Abraham  Kells,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  and  the  mother  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss 
Zuba  Thornton,  the  daughter  of  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  after  the  close  of  his  military  career, 
settled  in  Columbia  County,  where  Mrs.  K.  was 
born.  Abraham  Kells  and  his  wife  after  their  mar- 
riage settled  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
reared  their  family,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  Their  son,  Phillip  li.,  continued  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  and 
early  in  life  developed  the  tastes  and  talents  which 
have  since  made  of  him  a  successful  business  man. 
Leaving  tlie  farm,  he  learned  miilwrighting,  at 
which  he  worked  seven  years,  when  he  entered  a 
machine-shop  at  Hudson,  Columbia  County,  and 
steadily  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  became  an 
expert  as  a  machinist,  and  commanded  the  best 
wages  given  at  that  time.  In  1852,  he  patented 
the  second  successful  mower  ever  made  in  the 
United  States,  and  five  years  later  he  left  his  native 
State,  and  going  to  New  Alban3%  Ind.,  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  reaping  and  threshing  machines. 

After  gaining  a  good  foothold,  and  feeling  justi- 
fied  in  taking    upon   himself   the    responsibility  of 


maintaining  a  family,  M\\  Kells  was  married  to 
Miss  Charlotte  Sheldon,  a  native  of  l^ivingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  in  1816.  She  is 
the  daugliter  of  Job  and  Maria  (Brazee)  Sheldon, 
natives  of  New  York,  with  wliom  she  remained  until 
her  marriage.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  life 
togethei'  in  a  nu^dest  way,  and  made  it  a  point  to 
live  within  their  income.  In  due  time  the  house- 
hold circle  was  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
of  whom  three  sons  and  two  daughters  are  living. 
The}'  w^ere  named  resi)ectively,  Abraham,  Jacob 
M.,  I*hillip,  Maria,  and  Catherine,  now  the  wife  of 
A.  C.  Clark,  of  I\^toskey,  Mich.;  all  the  boys  are 
in  the  shop  vvith  their  father. 

The  famil}'  residence  is  a  dwelling  pleasant  to 
look  upon,  having  about  it  an  air  of  comfort  and 
plenty,  and  all  the  evidences  of  a  home  built  up 
tlu'ough  the  exercise  of  refined  and  cultivated  tastes. 
Mr.  Kells  has  meddled  very  little  in  political  mat- 
ters, Init  at  the  time  of  important  elections,  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Repul)lican   party. 
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R.   JAMES   H.    REYNOLDS,  one   of    the 

leading  [)hysicians  and  surgeons  of  Lena- 
wee County,  is  a  resident  of  Adrian.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  was 
l)orn  in  South  Amherst,  Lorain  County,  May  14, 
1845.  His  parents  were  Madison  and  Augusta 
(Moon)  Reynolds,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  having  been  born  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Champlain.  His  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Ludwig  Moon,  and  was  born  in  Avon, 
Lorain  Co.,  Ohio.  She  was  married  in  her  native 
county,  and  remained  there  until  1850-,  when  the 
family  moved  to  Somerfield,  Monroe  Co.,  Mich., 
where  she  died  in  1886,  and  where  the  balance  of 
the  family  still  reside. 

James  H.  Reynolds,  our  subject,  is  the  third  in  a 
family  of  four  children,  and  accompanied  his  par- 
ents, at  the  age  of  five  years,  when  they  moved  to 
Monroe  County,  Mich.,  where  he  attended  the 
graded  schools  at  Petersburg  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  entered  the  seminary  at 
Y'psilanti,  and  in  that  institution  pursued  his  stud- 
ies for  nearly  four  years.  During  this  period  he 
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attempted  to  enlist  in  the  army  tvviee,  bnt  was  re- 
jected both  times  on  account  of  size  and  age.  Still 
persevering,  however,  he  afterward  enlisted  and 
was  acce})te<l  in  the  ()th  Michigan  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  he  served  in  the  medical  department,  as  hos[)i- 
tal  steward,  and  in  compounding  prescriptions, 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  on 
the  Dth  of  May,  l<S6r),  After  his  return  from  the 
armjMie  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  I).  W.  I^oree.  at 
Ridgewjiy.  After  remaining  with  him  for  a  while 
he  matriculated  in  tlie  medical  department  of  the 
Michigan  University,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Detroit  Medical  College  in  187J. 
He  located  in  Palmyra  in  the  year  18H8,  where 
he  resided  and  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession for  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  During  this 
time  he  w-as  elected  Tow^nship  Clerk  and  served 
two  years,  and  also  served  two  years  as  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1869,  J)r.  Reynolds 
was  married  to  Margaretta  V.  Steele,  of  Palmyra, 
who  was  born  on  the  27th  day  of  January,  181:5. 
She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Laura  (Downey)  Steele,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  have  been  l)orn 
two  daughters — Bertha  L.  and  Florence  A.  In 
1883  Dr.  Reynolds  moved  to  the  city  of  Adrian, 
where  he  has  continued  his  practice  and  built  up  a 
good  business.  He  was  Master  of  Palmyra  Lodge, 
A.  F.  (t  A.  M.,  several  years,  and  High  Priest  of 
Blissfield  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  for  five  years,  in  1884 
he  was  appointed  as  United  States  Examining  Sur- 
geon for  pensions,  which  position  he  still  holds,  and 
is  also  the  surgeon  for  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad. 
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EDWIN  A.  KNOWLES.  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  is  the  proprietor  of  1 2()- 
acres  of  land  on  section  20,  in  Adrian 
Township,  where  he  has  carried  on  farming  for  the 
last  thirty  years.  His  life  has  been  simple  and  une- 
ventful, marked  by  industry  and  honesty,  and  he 
has  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  being 
"^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ — «-..-,««.«.. ^ — _«»^,..^ 


intrusted  by  them  with  the  various  local  offices  and 
otherwise  receiving  evidences  of  the  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held. 

Mr.  Knowles  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  25,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Bets}'^  (Davis)  Knowles,  wdio  were  natives  of 
Middleton,  N.  H.  The  father  w^as  born  April  15, 
1791,  and  died  Aug.  G,  1851;  the  mother  was  born 
Jan.  25,  171)2,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1851;  his  grand- 
l)arents,  Jonathan  and  Sally  Knowles,  were  also 
natives  of  New^  Hami)shire.  Jonathan  Knowles 
owned  a  moderately  sized  farm  in  Wayne  County, 
whence  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1847,  locating  in 
Adrian  Township,  this  county,  and  here  our  sub- 
ject spent  his  younger  years,  studying  in  the  dis- 
trict school  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  summer 
making  himself  useful  about  the  homestead.  He 
remained  under  the  home  roof  until  his  parents 
were  called  hence,  and  no  more  required  his  filial 
care.  The  parental  family  included  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  all  still  living  and  residing  in 
this  county:  David  D.,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; Calista  A.,  the  wife  of  Almon  Galloway; 
Branaird  C,  born  in  Vermont;  Edwin  A.,  and 
Cassius  R.,  a  native  of  New  York.  In  1851  our 
subject  started  out  for  himself,  employing  his  hands 
at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  He  was  em- 
ployed here  as  a  farm  hand  until  1858,  and  then 
made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  selecting  thirty-five 
acres  which  is  now  included  in  his  present  home- 
stead. Here  he  has  labored  industriously  and  has 
been  fairly  prospered  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  in  his  investments. 

Mr.  Knowles,  while  a  resident  of  Adrian,  was 
married,  April  20,  1 854,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Aleuda  (Drake)  Galloway,  of  Mon- 
roe County,  Mich.  They  were  natives  of  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Michigan  about  1820, 
locating  near  Pontiac,  Oakland  County;  they  subse- 
quently removed  to  Monroe  County,  where  they 
both  died.  John  Galloway  was  the  son  of  Capt. 
James  Galloway,  of  Palmyra,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Knowles  was  born  Aug.  11,  1833,  near  Pontiac, 
Oakland  County,  this  State,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  are  three  children :  Cullan  E. 
was  born  Sept.  4,  1856,  married  Miss  Emma  Cook, 
of   Adrian,    and     they     have    four    children,   two 
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bo.ys  and  two  giiis;  CmitoII  A.  was    bom  April  G,    j 
1858,   married     JMlss    Eva,    daughter    of     Edward    , 
Knight,  Olio   of    the    pioneer    settku's  of    Lenawee    ' 
County,  and  is  on  the  farm  with  his  father;  Cassius 
iM.  w.'is  horn  Oct.  11,  1 860,  and  married  Miss  Jessie, 
daughter  of  rhicob  A.  Ilardner,  a  sketcli  of    whom 
will  be   found  on  another  page  in  tliis   Albi;ai;    he 
is  farming  in    Mclntosli   County,  Dnk.,  and   is   the 
father  of  one  child,  a  daughter. 

The  male  members  of  the  Knowles  family  hav^e 
for  several  generations  voted  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  been  quite  prominent  in  politics. 
Edwin  A.  has  held  the  various  local  ofiices  of  Adrinn 
Township,  and  his  estimable  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church. 


^URTONS.  BARNES  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Adrian  Furniture  Manufactory,  which 
was  established  by  that  gentleman  in  the 
//  spring  of  187o.  This  institution  manufnct- 
ures  all  kinds  of  hardwood  furniture,  for  which  it 
finds  a  ready  market,  not  only  at  home,  but  in  vn- 
rions  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  size  of  the 
main  building  in  which  his  business  is  carried  on  is 
44x125  feet,  three  stories  in  height  with  basement 
underneath,  and  an  L  40x120  feet,  three  stories 
high,  which  also  has  a  basement.  The  dry  kiln  and 
engine-house,  with  machinery  rooms,  is  another  nn- 
nex  of  ()OxlOO  feet.  This  imposing  structure  is 
composed  of  brick,  and  is  made  practicalh^  lire 
proof,  and  contains  all  the  latest  and  most  im- 
proved machinery  used  in  furniture  manufacturing. 
The  number  of  men  employed  varies  from  100 
to  200,  the  latter  number  l)eing  the  full  force 
when  the  factory  is  running  at  its  full  capacity. 
The  men  employed  in  tliis  establishment  are  the 
most  skillful  that  can  be  procured  by  the  payment 
of  good  wages.  The  products  of  this  manufactory 
are  disposed  of  to  the  trade  and  to  many  of 
the  country  merchants  of  Michigan.  The  Adrinn 
Furniture  Manufactory  has  made  a  reputation  sec- 
ond to  no  other  establishment  in  the  West,  not  only 
on  account  of  volume  of  product,  but  in  the  ster- 
ling quality  of  the  goods  manufactured. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 


and  w;is  born  in  Lapeer  County,  on  the  19th  day 
of  Sei)teniber,  1844.  He  is  the  son  of  Harmon  and 
Emeline  I>arnes,  who  were  natives  of  the  State  of 
\'ermont.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed  in  his  na- 
tive county,  where  he  obtained  a  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  After  arriving  at  the 
proper  age  lie  entered  the  State  University  of  Michi- 
gan at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  diligently  pursued  his 
studies  for  several  terms.  Upon  leaving  school  he 
engaged  in  tlie  manufacturing  business,  making  a 
specialty  of  furniture.  In  1871  he  came  to  Adrian, 
and  initiated  the  enterprise  which  has  grown  into  the 
Adrian  Furniture  Manufactory,  in  what  was  known 
as  the  ''  Old  Comstock  Building,"  commencing  on  a 
small  scale,  and  in  tliat  modest  manner  carried  on 
business  for  about  ten  yenrs.  B}^  this  time  his 
business  had  grown  to  such  proportions  that  larger 
and  more  commodious  quarters  were  demanded, 
and  he  constructed  the  Iniildings  in  whichheisnow 
located,  and  which  arc  near  the  the  tracks  of  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  thus 
affording  the  best  shipping  facilities  possible.  The 
power  used  in  this  establishment  is  steam,  and  the 
engine  and  boilers  are  models  of  mechanism.  In 
June,  1886,  the  present  plant  was  merged  into  a 
stock  company,  with  Mr.  Barnes  as  President,  and 
W.  E.  Barker,  of  Detroit,  Treasurer;  nnd  Victor 
Cuelebroeck,  Secretary. 

On  the  14th  day  of  Februaiy,  1867,  Mr.  Barnes 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  M.  Gil- 
bert, a  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  Gilbert,  of 
Tecamseh,  this  county,  who  was  born  on  the  9th 
of  July,  1844.  Unto  them  have  been  born  three 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Bertie  G., 
Nettie  and  Louis  S. 

Although  no  politician,  nor  an  aspirant  for  any 
political  preferment,  Mr.  Barnes  has  twice  been 
elected  to  represent  his  ward  in  the  City  Council, 
and  notwithstanding  his  natural  disinclination  to 
hold  any  office,  cmild  not  help  being  pleased  at  the 
appreciation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. He  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor 
to  his  constituency,  giving  the  same  attention  to 
the  business  of  the  city  that  he  bestows  upon  his 
own  affairs.  *       ^ 

As  a  respected  and  successful  business  man  of 
Adrian,  and  one  of  the  leading  representative  cit- 
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izens,  the  publishers  of  this  vohinie  take  <^vo'M 
pleasure  in  presenting  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Barnes  in 
connection  with  this  sketch,  as  one  of  the  men  who 
has  been  so  largely  connected  with  the  business 
life  and  development  of  the  resources  of  Lenawee 
Count}^ 

>|>-     :@> — <X^' 

EDWIN  SMITH,  a  farmer  residing  on  sectiim 
28,  Fairfield  Township,  is  the  son  of  Simeon 
and  Abigail  (Mosher)  Smith,  natives  of 
York  State,  and  of  New  England  and  English  ances- 
try. After  marriage  tliey  settled  in  Tioga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  later  removed  to  Huron  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  died,  after  a  residence  of  seven 
years.  After  his  death  the  family  came  to  Lenawee 
County  and  settled  in  Fairfield  Township,  where 
the  mother  died.  They  had  ten  children,  six  girls 
and  four  boys,  of  whom  our  subject  and  Edward, 
twins,  were  the  youngest.  They  are  the  only  sur- 
viving members  of  the  family,  and  Edward  resides 
at  Lyons,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  13,  1882.  He  accompanied 
the  family  to  Ohio  and  subsequently  came  to  Fair- 
field Township  with  his  mother  in  1853,  where  he 
has  lived  most  of  the  time  since.  Jn  1861  he  left 
for  California,  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  and  engaged  in  raining  for 
two  and  one-half  years.  When  a  young  man  he 
was  engaged  in  teaching,  and  he  is  quite  noted  from 
the  fact  that  he  has  the  longest  beard  of  any  man 
in  the  United  States;  it  measures  almost  eight  feet. 
He  was  engaged  with  F.  T.  Barnum  one  season, 
and  has  been  connected  with  museums  in  different 
parts  of  the*  country,  and  has  visited  nearly  all  the 
principal  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Jan.  1,  1860,  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  James  Green, 
of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in  another  part  of  this 
Album.  'Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  Fairfield  Township,  Aug.  19,  1871.  She 
became  the  mother  of  three  children — George 
E.,  Francenia  and  Edwin.  George  married  Eva 
Schomp,  and  resides  in  Fairfield  Township;  France- 
nia, Mrs.  Seth  Seward,  lives  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio, 
while  Edwin  is  at  home.     Mr.  Smith  was  a  second 
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time  mfirried.  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  to  Anna  C.nt- 
lin.and  she  died  Dec.  21,  1877.  He  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  Williiinis  County,  Ohio,  May  24,  1886,  to 
Fannie,  dnughter  of  Michael  and  Martha  (Camp- 
bell) Fiser,  and  widow  of  Joseph  Garwood,  by  Avhom 
she  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  who  died 
in  infanc^y.  She  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  5,  1844.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Smith  died  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  in  1851,  while  the  father  is 
still  living.  They  became  the  i)arents  of  four  chil- 
dren, three  girls  and  one  boy,  of  whom  Mrs.  Smith 
was  the  second.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  Fair- 
field Lodge  No.  125,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in  politics  he 
is  a  Republican. 
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WILLIAM  P.  EMONS,  a  successful  general 
rmer  of  Macon  Township,  owns  and  occu- 
pies a  small,  but  welLinrproved  tract  of 
land  of  sixty  acres  on  section  34.  This  homestead 
is  doubly  valuable  to  him  on  account  of  its  associa- 
tions, being  his  birthplace  and  the  homestead  of  his 
parents.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  March 
12,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Emons,  who  was 
born  in  Farmersville,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y..  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Covert,  a  native  of 
the  same  county.  The  father  of  our  subject  served 
a  regular  apprenticeship  at  blacksniithing  and  l)e- 
came  a  skilled  mechanic.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Southern  Michigan,  coming  to  this  coun- 
t}^  about  1835,  and  taking  up  a  tract  of  Govern- 
ment land,  from  which  he  built  up  the  present  com- 
fortable homestead,  and  where  his  death  occurred 
Dec.  20,  1867. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  upon  first  coming  to 
this  section  of  country  purchased  160  acres  of  land, 
and  in  connection  with  its  improvement  and  culti- 
vation, followed  his  trade  for  some  years,  working 
a  portion  of  the  time  in  the  villnge  of  Ridgeway. 
He  w^asa  man  of  kindly  and  generous  impulses,  and 
enjoyed  in  the  highest  degree  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  his  neighbors.  The  mother  only  survived 
her  husband  ten  weeks,  dying  also  at  the  homestead 
in  Macon  Township.  The  parental  family  included 
two    sons    and    four    daughters,   who    are    all  liv- 
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in«^,  and  married,  nnd  the  youngest  of   whom  i-^  our 
subject,  William  P. 

Mr.  Emous  was  educated  in  the  district  school, 
and  when  becoming  of  marriageable  age  went  over 
into  Ridge  way  Townshi})  for  his  bride,  Miss  Sophia 
Smith,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1879.  Mrs. 
Emons  is  the  daughter  of  James  Smith,  of  Ridge- 
way  Township,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  this  work.  She  Avas  born  at  the 
well-known  Smith  homestead,  in  1  853,  and  reniain(Ml 
under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage.  Soon 
afterward  the  young  people  commenced  life  together 
at  their  present  homestead,  which  Mr.  Emons  has 
operated  successfully,  and  continues  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  community.  Politically,  he  is  an  uncom- 
promising Democrat,  and  his  estimable  wife  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church. 

_ ^^ -^ 


Vf/ AIRUS  P.  SLAYTON.  after  an  active  busi- 
ness career  of  forty  years  or  more,  has  wisely 
retired,  and  in  a  pleasant  home  in  the  village 
of  Tecumseh,  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a 
well-spent  life  and  a  consciousness  of  having  per- 
formed his  part  well  in  the  great  drama  where  so 
many  fail.  His  early  years  were  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  subsequently  he  engaged  in 
merchandising,  his  first  efforts  in  this  line  being  in 
the  town  where  he  has  since  continued  a  resident 
and  to  which  he  came  in  the  spring  of  1861. 

Mr.  Slayton  upon  locating  in  Tecumseli  began 
buying  and  shipping  grain  and  other  farm  produce 
to  the  markers  at  Detroit  and  Toledo,  and  gradualh^ 
branching  out  he  introduced  agricultural  imple- 
ments, including  the  general  machinery  of  the  farm, 
taking  first  the  smaller  articles  and  finally  reaping 
and  mowing  machines  and  binders.  Upon  finding 
it  necessary  to  increase  his  facilities,  he  erected  a 
large  brick  storehouse  embracing  an  area  of  70x 
130  feet,  and  two  stories  in  height,  located  along 
the  tracks  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad.  Mr.  Slayton  continued  the  active  over- 
sight of  his  business  until  the  spring  of  1885,  and 
was  then  succeeded  by  his  son,  Charles  A.,  who 
had  been   his  partner  since  reaching  his  majority. 
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This  son  has  inherited  largely  the  business  capaci- 
ties of  his  father,  and  is  thoroughly  posted  in  every 
department  pertaining  to  his  calling. 

Our  subject  w^as  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
March  1,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Reuben  ami  Esther 
(Watkins)  Sla3'ton,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  His 
parents  removed  from  the  Bay  State  to  Yates 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  improved  a  farm 
from  the  wilderness  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  his  death  taking  place  al)out  1845,  when  he  was 
seventy -six  years  old ;  the  mother  survived  her 
husband  about  ten  years,  also  dying  at  the  old 
homestead.  Of  the  tw^elve  children  comprising  the 
parental  household,  seven  lived  to  mature  years, 
but  Jairus  P.  is  now  the  sole  survivor  of  the  family* 
The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were  spent 
in  Yates  and  Ontario  Counties,  N.  Y.,  and  his 
studies  were  completed  in  Canandaigua  and  Rush- 
ville.  He  then  occupied  himself  in  teaching  for  a 
time  and  subsequently  was  emploj^ed  as  a  clerk  in  a 
dry.goods  store.  He  commenced  business  for  him- 
self as  a  genera]  merchant  in  1844,  but  three  yt^ars 
later  he  abandoned  the  town  for  the  country,  locat- 
ing on  a  farm  near  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  he 
occupied  for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  After  dis- 
posing of  this  j)roperty  he  came  to  the  West  and 
his  subsequent  course  we  have  already  indicated. 

Mr.  Slayton,  while  a  resident  of  his  native  State 
was  married,  in  January,  1843,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Powder,  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in 
June,  1819,  and  was  the  daughter  of  A.  and  Lydia 
(Guild)  Eowler,  natives  of  New  York  and  long 
since  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slayton  spent  the 
first  few^  years  of  their  married  life  in  the  Empire 
State  and  became  the  parents  of  three  children: 
August  W.,  wdio  is  now  a  prosperous  wholesale 
lumber  dealer  of  Tecumseh;  Charles  A.,  who  has 
already  been  mentioned,  and  Mary  F.,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Waring,  engaged  as  a  salesman  at  Tecumseh. 

Our  subject  while  always  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  politics,  has  worked  for  others  father  than 
himself,  and  with  the  exception  of  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  Deput}"  Sheriff,  has  uniformly  declined  to 
become  an  office-holder.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party  since  its  organization,  and 
during  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  question,  fear- 
lessly expressed  his  opposition  to  holding  any  por- 
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tion  of  mankind  in  bondaoe.  Ho  luis  wntchcM!  with 
satisfaction  the  growth  and  development  of  Lena- 
wee County  and  has  contributed  his  full  quota  to 
the  progress  and  importance  of  the  township. 

(|  )^ ALTER  ROBINSON,  the  subject  of  this 
\rJ//     sketch,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 

W^  Dec.  17,  181S,  and  is  the  sou  of  Bartlett 
Robinson.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  Massacliusetts,  wiiere  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  born  March  12,  1776;  he  died 
in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  25,  1H51.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  Sept. 
2d,  1781,  and  also  died  in  Palmyra,  Sept.  18,  1  85o. 

Walter  Robinson  started  out  for  himself  in  life 
nt  the  age  of  thirteen,  clerking  in  a  store  until  he 
was  twenty-three  years  old,  and  ol)tained  his  educa- 
tion by  attending  school  out  of  office  hours.  After 
his  marriage  he  w^orked  his  father-in-law's  farm 
three  years,  when  in  1 846  he  struck  out  foi*  the 
great  West,  and  coming  to  the  city  of  Adrian,  Mich., 
was  engaged  in  the  livery  business  eight  or  nine 
years,  during  which  time  he  also  operated  a  United 
States  Mail  route.  He  then  opened  a  liook  and 
jewelry  store,  which  he  carried  on  four  years,  and 
then  in  1858  traded  for  his  present  home,  consisting 
of  160  acres  of  land  in  Adrian  Township,  Lenawee 
County.  Twenty-four  hours  after  he  had  made  the 
trade  he  was  ready  to  move  upon  his  farm,  and  on 
this  place  his  children  were  born,  and  he  has  made 
it  his  home  continuously  ever  since. 

Mr.  Robinson  is,  politically,  an  ardent  Republican, 
and  has  always  been  an  active  w^orker  in  the  inter- 
ests of  his  part3^  In  1867  he  served  one  term  as 
a  member  of  the  Michigan  Legislature,  and  for 
years  he  has  been  prominent  in  the  various  meet- 
ings and  conventions  of  his  party.  He  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  throughout  his  State,  having  traveled 
one  year  with  the  Michigan  State  Insurance  Com- 
pany. He  was  Deputy  Revenue  Collector  during 
1868  and  1864.  His  farm  consists  of  a  fine  body 
of  land  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  produces  a 
diversity  of  grain  and  stock.  It  is  well  equipped 
with  buildings  and  agricultural    machinerj^ 


'l\\r  wife  of  our  siibjcrt  w;is  M  i>s  Charlotte  !)., 
daughter  of  Robert  Johnston,  the  son  of  William 
Johnston,  \yho  was  a  native  of  New^  York  City, 
and  a  farmer,  harness-maker  and  currier,  whose 
father  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  New  York  City, 
and  w^as  by  trade  a  barber;  in  religion  he  was  a 
strict  Presbyterian.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Rol)inson  died  in  Dutchess  Coimty,  N.  Y.,  while  her 
great-grandmother  was  of  German  descent  and  had 
large  |)ossessions  in  New  York.  William  Johnston 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Newburg  without  having  received  pay- 
ment for  his  services.  Tlie  father  of  Mrs.  R.  came 
to  Michigan  in  1859,  and  his  w^ife  one  year  later. 
They  both  died  in  this  State,  the  mother  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years,  and  the  father  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight.  Rol)ert  Johnston  was  a  farmer  and 
mercliant  in  early  life,  and  was  for  many  yenvs  an 
Ekler  in  the  church.  In  politics  he  was  an  old-line 
Whig  of  strong  convicticms.  The  family  were  all 
excellent  and  highly  respected  people.  The  house- 
hold included  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  now 
living.  Charlotte  1).  w^as  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1838.  Tlie  family  on  the  mother's 
side  was  of   Welsh  descent. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  to  Elizabeth  O. 
Johnston,  who  was  a  sister  of  his  present  wife,  and 
w^as  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  25,  1820. 
She  died  July  80,  1856,  in  Adrian,  Mich.  The 
children  of  the  first  marriage  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Ann  B.,  Mrs.  Jarvilla  Chaffee,  was  born  May 
20,  1851,  and  has  five  children;  Walter  B.  was 
born  Dec  2,  1858,  and  is  working  in  a  bakery  in 
GencA^a,  N.  Y.,  as  an  engineer;  Eber  J.  was  born 
May  4,  1856,  and  married  Miss  Adella  Chaffee.  The 
children  by  the  second  wife  are  thus  recorded: 
Charlotte  E.  was  born  April  (>,  1858,  and  is  at  home 
with  her  parents;  Lucius  O.  was  born  May  18,  1860, 
and  has  been  for  five  years  in  the  drug-store  of 
Hart  (fe  Shaw,  in  Adrian ;  William  L.  was  born 
March  12,  1862,  is  a  natural  musician  and  artist, 
and  is  no^v  in  California  for  his  health;  he  attended 
Adrian  College  and  has  an  excellent  education. 
Meta  K.  was  born  May  28,1864,  and  is  clerking 
in  a  dry-goods  establishment  in  Adrian;  Mabel  was 
born  June  28,  1866,  and  died  Aug.  22,  1886;  Hat- 
tie  L.,  born  Aug.  2,  1868,  is  at  home,  and  is  study- 
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lug  iiuisic,  for  wliieh  she  has  natural  talent;  Lester 
F.  was  born  Sept.  16,  1870,  and  is  working  at  home 
with  his  father;  Clara  L.  was  born  Aug".  22,  1872, 
and  is  also  at  home  attending  the  district  school: 
Luther  B.  was  born  Feb.  o,  1875,  and  is  at  home, 
as  is  also  Cnllen  M.,  born  Nov.  1),  1877.  Mr.  R. 
lost  four  children  by  his  first   wife   in   infancy. 

Mrs.  Robinson,  an  estimable  lady,  is  a  member 
of  the  Presl)yterian  Church,  and  is  highly  respected 
l)y  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


ylLJ.IAM  KNIGHT,  a  i)ioneer  settler  of 
\\\A///  Michigan,  crossed  its  borders  before  it  had 
\yW  been  admitted  into  the  lhn'(.)n  fis  a  State. 
lie  had  made  the  journey  overland  and  by  tlie 
Lakes  from  tlie  State  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  Avas 
born  near  Northampton,  Jan.  17,  1807.  He  is  full}' 
acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  [)ioneer  life,  its 
dangers,  difficulties  and  privations,  and  has  done 
perhaps  as  much  as  any  other  man  who  assisted  in 
the  early  development  of  Lenawee  County.  He 
has  been  the  encourager  of  those  enterprises  cal- 
cnlated  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  peoi)le,  and 
has  assisted  both  bj'  his  means  and  inliuence  in  tlie 
establishment  of  religious  and  (Hbicational  institu- 
tions. He  is  now  nearly  eiglity-one  years  of  age, 
and  may  look  back  with  satisfaction  u[)on  the  rec- 
ord of  a  long  and  w^ell-s[)ent  life. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Erastiis  and  the  grand- 
son of  Joshua  Knight,  the  Latter  of  whom  was  the 
son  of  an  Englishman  wlio  crossed  the  Atlantic 
when  a  young  man  and  located  in  Connecticut, 
where  he  married  and  reared  his  famify.  His  son 
Joshua  was  born  in. Connecticut,  and  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age;  he  followed  farnying  and  also  caiTied 
on  shoemaking.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  for  iiis  bravery  and  lidelity  to  duty  was 
given  the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  Ephraini  Wright,  Esq.,  a.  prominent 
and  worthy  farmer  of  Massachusetts;  both  s])ent 
their  last  years  in  Chesterfield,  Mass.  Their  son 
F]rastus,  the  father  of  our  subject,  learned  the  trade 
of  tanner  and  shoemaker,  and  upon  reaching  nian- 
hood,  was  married  to  Miss  Polly  Little,  who  was 
of    Welsh    ancestry,  and    who    became  the   mother 


of  our  subject.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  Knight 
associated  himself  in  partnership  with  his  wife's 
brother  and  carried  on  shoemaking  in  Northampton 
until  tlie  yeai'  1819,  when  he  exchanged  his  prop- 
erty in  town  for  a  farm,  where  he  took  care  of 
his  aged  mother  until  her  death,  which  took  place 
about  1  H'2^). 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
and  the  male  members  of  the  Little  family  had  been 
agriculturists  for  generations.  She  died  in  1801), 
when  her  son  W^illiam  was  but  two  years  of  age. 
Erastus  Knight  subsequently  married  Miss  Lucy 
Smith,  of  Blandford,  Mass.,  and  she  died  in  Chester- 
field when  about  forty-five  years  of  age.  His  third 
wife  was  Miss  Theodora  Cushman,  a  native  of  Gro- 
ton,  Mass..  and  of  a  })rominent  famil}^  One  of  her 
brothers  was  a  missionary  among  the  Indians  in 
Kansas  for  a  number  of  years.  She  also  died  in 
Chesterfield,  and  Erastus  Kniglit  was  married  the 
fourth  time,  to  a  daughter  of  Sampson  Hill,  who  was 
a  miller  l)y  trade,  which  business  most  of  the  Hills 
in  that  section  of  country  had  followed  for  years. 
This  lady  came  to  her  death  by  drowning.  Near 
their  home  was  a  stream,  an  outlet  of  a  water  reser- 
voir, the  banks  of  whicli  gave  way,  ami  the  water 
rushing  down  swept  away  the  house  and  Mrs. 
Knight  with  it.  Several  others  lost  their  lives  by 
this  sad  accident,  which  happened  about  1877. 

William  Knight  remained  on  the  homestead  until 
about  twent}^  years  of  age,  availing  himself  of  the 
limited  education  afforded  by  the  district  schools, 
and  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  farming. 
At  this  age  he  started  out  for  himself,  working  by 
the  month  in  Ids  native  county,  and  *theii  migrated 
to  New  Jersey,  and  worked  on  the  Palisades  as  a 
shi[>  car[)enter  one  season.  He  then  returned  to 
IMassachusetts,  where  for  some  time  he  was  variousl}^ 
employed  for  about  three  years.  He  worked  on  the 
farm  of  his  uncle  near  Greenfield,  and  a  part  of  the 
time  carried  the  mail  a  distance  of  seventy  miles 
thiougli  ten  towns  of  Franklin  County,  while  he  was 
also  engaged  su[)er intending  the  farming  depart- 
ment of  a  self-supporting  school  called  Fallenburgh 
Academy. 

In  the  spring  of  1834,  Mr.  Knight  started  for  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  located  first  in  Rome 
Town^hi|),    this    county,    where   he    purchased    100 
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acres  of  land.  Later,  upon  a  visit  to  Adrian  Town- 
ship, he  determined  that  this  locality  would  suit 
him  better,  and  he  therefore  traded  his  first  pur- 
chase for  the  land  included  in  the  present  home- 
stead, which  he  has  occupied  since  that  time.  Rome 
Township  was  then  but  thinly  settled,  and  young- 
Knight  being  still  a  single  man  found  great  difR- 
cult}^  in  inding  a  convenient  place  to  board,  and 
this  also  assisted  him  in  his  determination  to  make 
a  change.  When  Mr.  Knight  took  possession  of  his 
land  in  Adrian  Township  there  were  upon  it  no 
improvements  whatever.  He  first  began  clearing 
off  the  heavy  timber,  and  during  the  summer  and 
fall  put  up  a  log  house,  having  in  view  the  establish- 
ment of  domestic  ties  a  few  months  later.  That 
humble  dwelling  remained  the  home  of  himself  and 
family  until  the  fall  of  1841,  when  they  moved  into 
a  more  pretentious  structure,  under  the  roof  of 
which  they  have  since  been  sheltered. 

Mr.  Knight  had  labored  industriously  through 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1834,  and  as  December  ap- 
proached, he  decided  to  indulge  himself  with  a 
choice  Christmas  gift;  accordingly  on  the  25th  of 
that  month  he  married  Miss  Anna  8.  Smead,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  Tecumseh.  They  took  up 
their  abode  in  the  new  log  house  and  in  due  time 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children.  Their  eldest 
daughter,  Mary  Sophia,  is  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Hood, 
n  prosperous  farmer  of  Adrian  Township;  Myra  A. 
was  born  Dec.  11,  1840,  and  became  the  wife  of  J. 
S.  Lane,  principal  of  the  Ejist  Side  High  School  at 
Jackson  City;, she  died  on  the  Tith  of  February, 
1874.  William  H. ;  Julia  E.  is  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Edwards,  who  is  farming  in  Adrian  Township; 
Margaret  was  born  Dec.  30,  1847,  and  died  on  the 
13th  of  May,  18G5;  Charles  A.  was  born  Sept.  8, 
1849,  and  died  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  Dec.  3,  1872; 
Herbert  E.  was  born  May  30,  1852,  and  is  working 
the  home  farm. 

Mrs.  Knight  was  the  daughter  of  Eufus  Smead, 
and  was  born  in  Bolton,  Warren  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
14,  1810.  She  was  twenty-four  years  old  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  and  died  at  the  homestead 
in  Adrian  Township,  July  4,  1885.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Montague,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1834;  he  lived 
to  be  eighty-three   years  of   age.      Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Knight,  early  in  life,  identified  themselves  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  with  two  of  their 
neighbors  took  the  first  steps  toward  organizing  the 
church,  which  is  now  composed  of  forty-seven  mem- 
bers. Their  house  of  worship  is  located  in  Adrian 
Township,  near  Mr.  Knight's  home.  The  edifice 
was  put  up  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  to  the 
task  of  keeping  it  in  repair  and  encouraging  those 
measures  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  society 
Mr.  Knight  has  been  a  (cheerful  and  liberal  contrib- 
utor. Upon  the  establishment  of  schools  in  this 
section  of  country  Mr.  Knight  was  appointed 
to  organize  his  district.  Indeed  he  has  been  fore- 
most in  all  good  works,  and  is  one  of  those  men  to 
whom  the  county  is  indebted  for  its  standing  and 
importance. 


\f  /  OHN  T.  WIGGINS,  a  native  of  this  county, 
and  one  of  its  most  industrious  and  enter- 
prising .young  farmers,  owns  forty  acres  of 
{^l'  choice  land  in  Macon  Township,  of  which  he 
took  possession  in  the  spring  of  1881.  Here  he  has 
good  improvements,  in  the  building  of  which  his 
own  ingenuity  and  industry  have  been  largely  exer- 
cised, for  besides  being  a  first-class  farmer,  he  is  a 
natural  mechanic,  and  has  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
carpenter  trade  at  which  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship in  his  earlier  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  son  and  child  of  Daniel 
Wiggins,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  He  was  born  at  the  homestead  of  his 
father  in  Ridgeway  Township,  Sept.  25,  1850, 
where  he  spent  his  childhood  and  youth,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  li id ge way 
and  Macon  Townships.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty -six  years  of  age,  and  was 
tlien  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Cheever, 
eldest  daughter  and  child  of  John  Cheever,  whose 
personal  biography  is  given  in  the  pages  of  this 
Album,  and  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Macon 
Township  for  over  thirty  years. 

Mrs.  Wiggins  was  born  in  Macon  Township,  Jan. 
19,  1852,  and  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  after 
the  manner  of  most  farmers'  daughters,  receiving 
her  education  in  the  district  schools,  and  a  careful 
home  training   in  all  useful  household  duties.     She 
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is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence,  and  is  tlie  mother  of 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Fanny  J.,  who  was  born 
March  24,  1877.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Wiggins  after  their 
marriage  continued  in  Ridgeway  Township  nntil 
taking  possession  of  their  present  homestead.  Mr. 
W.,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  with  his  estimable  wife  is  a  mendjer  in  good 
standing  of  the  First  Christian  Church  in  Ridgeway 
Tovvnship. 

FNRY  U.  4'ABER.  a  retired  farnier  and 
.-,  stock-raiser  of  Lenawee  County,  by  years 
'^  of  patient  labor,  coupled  with  shrewd  busi- 
ness management,  has  accumulated  sufllcient 
means  to  enable  him  to  spend  his  declining *years  in 
the  enjoyment  of  well-earned  leisure.  Mr.  Taber  was 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y..  March  21),  1815. 
His  parents,  F>enjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Humphrey) 
Taber,  were  natives  of  New  England,  and  after  their 
marriage  settled  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  on  a 
farm,  although  Mr.  Tal)er  was  a  cooper  by  trade. 
They  resided  in  Herkimer  several  y(;ars,  then  re- 
moved to  a  farm  in  Mauchester,  Ontario  County, 
and  there  made  their  home  sonie  years.  There  also 
the  mother's  death  took  place  Sept.  14,  1850.  In 
1851  the  father  removed  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich., 
and  settled  on  a  farm  with  his  youngest  son.  Benja- 
min F.  Taber,  Jr.,  with  whom  he  remaincHl  until 
his  death.  May  Fl,  1857,  aged  cMghty-two  years, 
one  month  and  twenty-five  days.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  children,  five  daughters  and  three 
sons,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity;  they  were 
named  as  follows:  Famelia,  Sarah  A.,  (i  ay  lord  G.. 
Calistia,  Henry  IL,  Elizal)eth,  Harriet  and  Benja- 
min, Jr.  Our  subject  is  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  the  family. 

The  youth  of  Henry  IF  I'aber  was  },>assed  in  his 
native  State  in  attendance  at  tlie  common  schools. 
He  was  early  trained  to  those  habits  of  industry 
and  frugality  which  hel[)ed  him  to  attain  prosperity 
in  later  life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to 
Pittsford,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  to  the  tinner's  trade.  He  then  returned  home 
and  actively  engaged  in  assisting  his  fathcu'  on  the 
farm  for  some  years. 

On  the  25th  of  April,    1831),  Mr.  Taber  was  mar- 


ried to  :\liss  Lucy  B.  Upton,  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Mary  (Marsh)  Upton.  She  was  born  Oct.  28, 
1816,  in  Victor,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  was  care- 
fully trained  in  home  duties,  and  received  a  good 
education,  which  enabled  her  to  teach  school.  After 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taber  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Ontario  County,  where  they  lived  three  years,  or 
until  the  spring  of  1842,  when  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  in  Washtenaw.  County,  remaining 
six  months.  They  then  removed  to  Flillsdale 
County  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Wheatland,  where 
they  lived  until  1865.  In  that  year  Mr.  Taber 
bought  200  acres  of  choice  land  on  sections  26  and 
27,  in  Adiian  Township,  Lenawee  County,  which 
they  moved  upon  and  made  their  home,  and  with 
indomitable  energy  and  perseverance  Mr.  Taber  at 
once  set  to  work  to  make  this  a  model  farm.  Be- 
sides attending  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  he 
paid  great  attention  to  the  rearing  of  choice  blooded 
stock.  In  this  venture  he  met  with  marked  suc- 
cess, anVl  secured  a  numl)er  of  first-class  premiums 
for  his  fine  cattle  at  State  fairs.  In  the  year  1887 
Mr.  Taber  retired  from  active  labor,  and  now  makes 
his  houic  in  the  city  of  Adrian.  After  retirement 
he  sold  a  i)art  of  his  farm,  and  rents  the  remaining 
1  lo  acres  to  his  son. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taber  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Norman  B. ;  Mary  E.,  who  died 
when  eighteen  months  old;  Adelbert,  who  married 
Ella  (Timsolus,  and  is  now  deceased,  leaving  one 
daughter.  Lena  M.;  Henry  H.,  Jr.,  residing  on  the 
farm  :  Sione,  the  youngest,  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen montiis.  For  forty-nine  years*  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Talxn-  have  shared  life's  joys  and  sorrows  together. 
They  enjoy  tlie  full  confidence  and  esteem  of  their 
neighbors  and  friends.  Mr.  Taber's  busy  life  has 
not  i)ermitted  him  to  mingle  much  in  public  affairs, 
yet  he  takes  an  interest  in  them,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican. 


ICHARH  ILLENDEN,  Jr.,  the  descendant 
of  an  old  English  family,  closely  allied  to 
\^i\  the  nol)ility,  was  born  in  Canterbury,  Kent 
Y^  County,  England,  July  8.  1824.  Six  years  la- 
ter liis  [)arents  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  father  shortly  afterward  purchased  a  farm  of  the 
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Holland  Land  Company,  in  Pembroke,  Genesee  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  lived  only  seven  years  thereafter,  his 
death  occnrring-  in  Febrnary,  1837.  The  mother 
survived  for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years,  during 
which  time  she  had  become  t\  resident  of  Michigan, 
wliere  she  died,  Jan.  29, 1  8(;6,  in  St.  Joseph  County  ; 
her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Oakwood  Cemetery. 
Their  son  Richard,  of  our  sketch,  remained  on  the 
farm  in  Pembroke  until  tlie  fall  of  1844,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  was  variously  employed  for 
the  following  ten  years.  lu  1854  he  puj-chased 
the  Amos  Aldridge  farm,  on  section  36  in  Adrian 
Township,  and  which  is  now  mostly  embraced  in 
Oakwood  Cemetery.  This  proi)erty  he  sold  in  1865, 
and  after  a  residence  of  nine  or  ten  years  on  a  large  | 
farm  in  St.  Joseph  County,  returned  to  Adrian  and  j 
purchased  the  old  Webster  farm  on  section  5,  Mad-  | 
ison  Township,  where  he  now  resides.  | 

Richard  Illenden,  the   father  of  our   subject,  was    | 
born  in  Woodchurch,  Kent,  England,  in  May,  1776^    | 
and  upon  reaching  manhood  became  the  owner  of  the    I 
famous  Shirk-oak  farm.     His  father,  John  Illenden, 
of   Northumberland,  was  a  land-owner  and    millei-, 
and  spent  his  early  years  in  the  town  of   Illenden,    | 
which  had  been  the  residence  of  the  family  for  sev-    i 
eral  generations   and   which  had    been    named    in    I 
honor  of  one  of  their  ancestors.     John  being  the  last   | 
male  representative  there  carried  all  its  history  with    I 
him  when  he  went  to  Woodchurch.   For  a  period  of    j 
150  years  there  were  but  three  male  representatives    i 
of   the  family,  which  was  a  very    old   and    wealthy 
one,  and   adopted  a  coat-of-arms,  consisting  of  a 
half  moon  and  sheaf  of  wheat  with  a  sickle  thrust  in. 
They  were  members  of  the  Church  of  England  un-    j 
til  the  advent  of  John  Wesley,  when  the  father  of    j 
our  subject  became  a  convert  to  Methodism.     On    ^ 
the  19th  of  September,  1805,  he  married  Miss  Sarah,    | 
daughter  of  Vincent  and   Johanna    Grant,   of    St.    I 
Nicholas,  Isle  of  Thanet,  Kent,  England,  and   they    | 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  the  record   of    \ 
whose  births  is  carefully  preserved.     All  these,  ex-    \ 
cept  Richard  of  our  sketch,  were    born   at  Wood- 
church. \ 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  at  St.  Nich- 
olas, Dec.  11,  1782,  and  her  father  was  the  descend- 
ant of  an  old  and  honored  family  who  traced   their    ! 
ancestry  back  to  Inverness,  Scotland,  in  the  twelfth    j 
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century;  he  was  a  large  manufacturer  and  accu- 
mulated aline  property.  Thomas  Grant,  a  near  rela- 
tive of  Mrs.  Illenden,  wns  tlie  tutor  and  constant 
companion  of  George  the  Fourth,  while  he  was 
Prince  of  Wah^s.  One  of  the  most  highly  educated 
ladies  of  I^ondon  was  formerly  a  Miss  (xrant.  She 
wjis  often  present  at  the  King's  levees  and  Court 
sittings,  and  for  many  years  an  inmate  of  Lord 
Cni'narvon's  house.  The  Grant  coat-of-arms  is  a 
shiekl  with  tlu-ee  prongs  guarded  by  two  nearly 
nude  sentinels  with  brittle  clubs;  the  crest  is  al)urn- 
ing  mountain,  and  the  motto  on  the  scroll  beneath, 
''  Stand  fast."  Gen.  Girant  claimed  relationship  with 
this  fnmily  and  adopted  the  same  coat-of-arms. 
Tiie  mother  of  INIrs.  Illenden,  formerly  Miss  Johanna 
Chapman,  listened  ^vith  interest  to  the  words  of 
Jolui  Wesley  and  became  one  of  his  converts,  in 
consequence  of  whicli  she  Avas  driven  from  home. 
Her  daughter  Sarah  subsequently  sat  on  the  knee 
of  the  great  Reformer,  and  upon  reaching  Avoman- 
hood  was  distinguished  by  the  rarest  and  sweetest 
virtues  of  a  noble  Christian  character.  She  became 
a  tower  of  strength  in  the  church  in  her  own 
county  in  England,  and  did  not  lose  her  enthusiasm 
after  crossing  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Illenden  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  under 
the  influence  of  his  pious  and  devoted  motlier, 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
sei'ved  it  with  fidelity  until  the  question  of  slavery 
culminated  in  a  division  in  its  ranks.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  convention  held  near  Lockpoi't,  N. 
Y,,  in  1843,  Avhich  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
the  Weslej^an  Methodist  Church.  The  new  denom- 
ination, however,  failed  to  develop  his  ideas  in  re- 
gard to  slavery  and  other  questions,  and  he  linally 
espoused  the  Garrisonian  movement.  After  the 
organization  of  the  Michigan  Anti-Slavery  Societ}^ 
he  was  appointed  its  Treasurer,  and  his  house  be- 
came the  rendezvous  of  many  of  the  noted  cham- 
pions of  abolition,  including  William  Lloyd  Garri- 
son, who  became  a  warm  admirer  of  his  Western  as- 
sociate. Mr.  Illenden,  as  may  be  supposed,  watched 
equally  with  Mr.  Garrison  the  struggle  over  the 
emancipation  question,  and  rejoiced  equally  with  the 
great  philanthropist  at  the  triumph  of  freedom. 

Mr.  Illenden,  while  a  resident  of  Adrian,  was 
married,  Sept.  28, 1853,  to  Miss  Mary  Aru],  daughter 
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of  Ephraim  and  Sarah  Kuloii,  of  Raisin  Township, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  fonr  children,  re- 
corded as  follows :  Johanna  was  born  May  23,  1 855, 
and  died  December  26  following;  Jessie  was  born 
Dec.  9,  1850,  and  died  April  15,  1<S65;  Albert  E. 
was  born  in  Adrian,  Nov.  15,  1  861,  and  Ephraim  II., 
in  Three  Rivers,  St.  Joseph  Connty,  this  State,  Jan. 
2,  1870;  these  boys  areatliome  with  their  parents. 
Mrs.  Mary  Ulenden  was  born  in  Richmond,  hid., 
Oct.  2,  1828,  and  came  to  this  county  with  her 
parents  in  1833.  Her  father,  Ephraim  Rnlon,  was 
a  native  of  Fairfield,  N.  J.,  and  a  descendant  of 
the  French  Huguenots.  The  genealogy  of  the  fam- 
ily shows  that  one  Rulon  came  from  France  in  a 
hogshead,  being  sent  as  merchandise  to  escape  death, 
and  landed  in  New  York  previous  to  1704.  From 
him  descended  the  family  of  that  name  in  this  coun- 
try. Ephraim  Rulon  died  June  3,  1886,  while  his 
wife  Sarah  died  in  Three  Rivers,  this  State.  Feb. 
20,  1871. 

Mr.  Ulenden  was  prospered  in  his  agricultural 
operations,  and  became  possessor  of  a  valuable  farm 
(jf  239  acres  in  Madison  Township,  containing  now 
a  handsome  and  substautial  set  of  brick  and  frame 
buildings.  B,y  his  course  as  a  public-spirited  and 
liberal-minded  citizen,  always  willing  to  contribute 
of  his  inlluence  and  means  to  public  enterprises. 
Mr.  Ulenden  has  fully  established  himself  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  of  Lenawee 
County. 

\¥/ASON  HEMENWAY.  At  the  close  of  a 
long  life,  although  a  man  may  have  been 
successful  in  accunudating  this  world's 
J  goods,  there  is  surely  no  greater  satisfaction 
than  the  knowledge  that  he  has  been  of  use  to  his 
fellowmen,  and  that  the  woi'ld  has  been  better  for 
his  having  lived  in  it.  The  record  of  this  old  and 
honored  pioneer  of  Lenawee  County  includes  this 
summing  up,  as  he  is  a  man  gifted  by  nature  with 
large  benevolence  that  would  not  content  itself  with 
simply  gathering  about  his  own  pathway  the  good 
things  of  life,  but  was  ever  anxious  that  those 
around  him  should  enjoy  the  same  blessings.  He 
made  his  way  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  the 
summer  of  1830,  and  within  a  short  time  it  was  evi- 


dent that  he  was  to  be  a  most  valuable  accession 
to  the  com m unit}.  There  were  then  but  few^  peo- 
ple around  him,  only  here  and  there  the  cabin  of 
an  adventurous  settler  hidden  among  the  forest 
trees.  In  common  with  the  other  sturdy  spirits  of 
that  period,  having  jnit  his  hand  to  the  plow  he 
never  looked  back,  but  pressed  his  way  onward  en- 
gaging in  the  labors  and  duties  of  the  pion(H»r,  and 
as  he  had  opportunity,  driving  a  stake  here  and 
there  in  the  advancement  and  well-being  of  the 
settlement.  Now,  at  the  close  of  a  long  and  useful 
life,  during  which  the  wilderness  has  been  trans- 
formed into  a  populous  and  prosperous  stretch  of 
country,  no  man  has  better  or  warmer  friends,  or  is 
more  highly  appreciated  for  his  labors.  He  occu- 
])ies  a  iJeasant  home  in  Deerfield  Village,  and  is  en- 
joying, as  he  deserves,  all  of  the  comforts  and  man}^ 
of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Seneca  Count}^  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  near  the  town  of  Ovid  on  the  8th  of 
Alay,  1811.  His  father.  Thomas  Hemenway,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Bay  State,  was  born  ten  miles  from  the 
city  of  Boston,  to  which  his  father,  Jason  Hemen- 
way, Sr.,  had  come  from  his  native  Wales.  Ac- 
companying the  latter  upon  his  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  were  his  two  brothers,  Aaron  and  Moses, 
who  also  settled  near  Boston  and  subsequently  be- 
came soldiers  in  the  Continental  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  doing  good  service  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill.  After  the  independence  of  the 
Colonists  had  been  established,  Jason  Hemenway, 
Sr.,  went  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  during  the  ear- 
liest settlement  of  that  localit3^  He  purcluvsed  a 
tract  of  timber  land,  and  opened  up  a  farm  from 
the  wilderness,  wliere  he  spent  his  last  years,  and 
near  which  the  town  of  Ovid  grew  up. 

Thomas  Hememvay  was  but  a  boy  when  his  par- 
ents removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.  He  learned  the  trade  of  clothier,  and  built  a 
earding  and  dressing  mill  in  Ovid  Township.  B}^ 
years  of  industry  he  accumulated  a  fine  fortune^ 
which  was  swept  away  by  his  going  security  for 
friends.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife,  the  mother  of  Jason,  Jr., 
being  Miss  Mercy  (xilbert,  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  who  removiHl  with  her  parents  to  New 
York,  where  her  marriage  took  place.     Later  her 
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father  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  Thomas  and  Mercy  Hemen- 
way  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years.  The  father  died  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  about  1853.  The  mother 
subsequently  came  to  the  home  of  her  son,  Jason, 
Jr.,  in  this  county,  and  died  in  Deerfield  about 
1865. 

Jason  Hemenway,  of  our  sketch,    was  the  third 
child  of  his  parents,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  com- 
menced to  earn  his  ow^n  living.     He  made  his  home 
with  his  parents  until  nineteen  years  of  age.     Tlie 
year  previously  he  had  purchased  his  time  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  being  a  natural  mechanic  borrowed  a  set 
of  carpenter's  tools  and  commenced  his  career  as  a 
builder.     His  first  undertaking  was  a  house  for  his 
father,  which  he  succeeded  in   putting  up  in  good 
shape,  and  received  the  admiring  approval   of  all 
the  people  around.     Upon  the  completion  of  this, 
he  decided  upon  a  change  of  location,  and   coming 
to  Michigan  Territory,  located  in  the  embryo  town 
of  Ogden  in  Monroe  County,  where  he  folhjwed  his   ; 
trade  continuously  for  a  period  of  five   years.      In    | 
the  meantime  he  had  purchased  an  a(^re  of  land  and    ! 
a  house    in  Ogden,   Init  in  1837  sold  this  property    j 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Summerfield,  Monroe    \ 
County.     There   he   bought  a  village  lot,  put  up  a   | 
house,  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  1 840.  j 

Mr.    Hemenway    now    traded  "his    Summerfield    ! 
property  for    a    half    interest  in  a  sawmill  in  Deer-    | 
field  Township  in  this  county,  to  which  he  removed    I 
and  where  he  has  since  resided.    He  rebuilt  the  mill    | 
three  different  times,  and  invested  his  surplus  cap-    ; 
ital  in   land   which   he  cleared  and  improved,   and    | 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming   with  success,    i 
In  1848,  he  established  the  first  mercantile  concern    I 
in  Deerfield.     At  the  time  of  his  coming  here  there   | 
was  bnt  one  frame  dwelling  in  the  town,  and  that  a    i 
very  insignificant  structure.      Deer,  wolves  and  pan-    ; 
thers  roamed  through  the  wilderness,  and  frequently    ; 
surrounded  the  little  hamlet.     Mr.  Hemenway   was 
a  man  naturally  looked  up  to  as  the   encom'ager   of 
the  enterprises  which  sprang  to  life  as    the   poi)ula- 
tion  increased,  and  never  failed  the  people  in  giving 
his  encouragement  and  substantial  support  to  what- 
ever tended  to  the  general   welfare.     It    is    hardly 
necessary    to    >i\y  that  he  has  watched  the  develop- 
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ment  of  Lenawee  County  with  the  most  gratified  in- 
terest, and  no  man  has  rejoiced  more  greatly  in  her 
prosperity. 

Jason  Hemenway  was  first  married,  Feb.  13,  1831, 
to  IVHss  Charlotte  Canie,  who  was  born  in  Pitts- 
field,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  her  home  in 
Deerfield  Township  in  October,  1840.  Of  this 
union  there  are  two  children  living — Jason,  a  resi- 
dent of  Deerfield,  and  Charlotte,  the  wife  of  Emery 
Burnham,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Hemenway  was  (cele- 
brated Oct.  17,  1843,  with  Miss  Nancy  Burnham, 
who  was  born  in  Montague,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass., 
and  died  at  her  home  in  Deerfield  Township  on  the 
3d  of  May,  1862.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  eight  children,  seven  deceased  and  only  one  now 
living,  a  daughter,  IMinnie,  now  the  wife  of  Edgar 
Miller,  of  Micliigan  City,  Ind.  Mr.  H.  was  mar- 
ried the  third  time  in  June,  1862,  to  Mrs.  Chris- 
tiana (Grosell)  Stone,  who  was  born  in  the  King- 
dom of  Wurtemberg,  Oermany,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  her  parents,  Charles  and  Mary  Grosell. 
She  was  first  married  to  George  Stone,  who  died  in 
1861,  in  Deerfield  Township.  Of  her  latter  mar- 
riage there  have  been  born  four  children.  The  eldest ' 
daughter,  Emma,  is  the  wife  of  John  Sisson,  a  resi- 
dent of  Deerfield  Township;  La  Salle  is  a  resident 
of  Deerfield;  Oscar  lives  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  and 
Charles  is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Hemenway  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Martin  Van  Buren,  but  of  late  years  has  been 
independent  in  politics.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemenway 
are  both  believers  in  Spiritualism,  and  .-u'e  followers 
of  tlie  doctrines  taught  by  that  sect. 

if/  ENRY  SMITH.  This  gentleman  is  an  ener- 
getic  and  enterprising  citizen  of  Tecumseh, 
and  proi)rietor  of  the  Tecumseh  Paper  Milk 
wlrich  is  located  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Raisin 
River  in  that  village.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  2, 
1830.  He  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion in  his  native  country,  acquiring  in  addition  a 
substantial  knowledge  of  Latin.  He  wa,s  a  youth 
of  determination  and  high  ambition,  and  not  being 
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satisfied  with  the  advantages  offered  him  in  his  na- 
tive countiy,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States. 

In  1847  Mr.  Smith  set  sail  for  the  New  World, 
landing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whence  he  jour- 
neyed westward  across  the  continent  until  he  reached 
the  Pacific  shore.  He  remained  in  California  three 
years,  profitably  engaged  in  mining  and  farming, 
and  tlien  returned  to  New  York  and  engaged  in  the 
furniture  business,  wdiich  he  followed  several  years. 
In  1857  Mr.  Smith  removed  to  Lenawee  Covuity, 
Mich.,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Macon  Township, 
where  he  carried  on  general  farming  very  success- 
fully for  ten  years.  In  L8()7  he  disposed  of  liis 
farmland  moved  to  the  village  of  Tecumseh,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture.  Two 
years  later  his  factory  was  destroyed  by  a  contta- 
gration,  and  being  l)ut  ligiitly  insured  his  loss  was 
heavy.  With  his  accustomed  energy  and  push,  he 
embarked  in  a  new  enterprise;  forming  a  partner- 
ship with  his  Ijrothei'  and  Mr.  Lovett,  they  estab- 
lished the  Tecumseh  Paper  Mill  in  1870.  Ihider 
the  firm  name  of  Smith  Brothers  &  Lovett,  the 
mills  were  operated  for  tW'O  years,  when  Mr.  Lovett 
retired,  and  the  Smith  Brothers  continued  the  busi- 
ness until  1878,  when  Henry  Smith  purchased  the 
entire  interest  of  his  brother,  and  has  since  carried 
on  the  business  as  sole  proprietor.  His  principal 
manufacture  is  w^-apping  paper,  which  's  of  a  su- 
perior quality,  ad  the  amount  manufactured  aver- 
ages three  tons  a  day.  Mr.  Smith  finds  a  i*eady  sale 
for  the  product  of  his  mills,  which  he  ships  in  large 
quantities  to  Toledo  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  while  smaller  lots  are  sold  in  places 
nearer  home.  The  mill  is  located  in  North  Tecum- 
seh, and  is  a  substantial  frame  building,  with  a  firm 
stone  foundation,  while  the  machinery  throughout 
is  of  the  latest  and  most  approved  kinds. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  Aug.  24,  185G,  to  Miss 
Christina  Schmidt,  and  their  family  includes  the 
following-named  children  :  Lizzie;  George  W.,  who 
is  married  and  engaged  in  the  paper  mill;  Emma 
C,  who  married  F.  G.  Klofienstein,  and  resides  at 
Fremont,  Ohio,  and  Maggie  E.,  who  resides  at  home. 
In  perusing  this  account  of  Mr.  Smith's  career  we 
find  an  excellent  example  for  young  men  just  era- 
barking  on  the  sea  of  active  life.      Conunencing  life 


for  himself  without  means,  through  habits  of  imlus- 
try.  combined  with  much  excellent  judgment,  he 
has  amassed  a  handsome  competence,  and  has  a 
pleasant  home  in  which  are  found  all  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
valued  citizen,  and  has  done  muich  to  promote  the 
business  interests  of  Tecumseh. 

!5^1E0HGE  PRICE.     The  career  of  this  gentle- 
^—j  man  has  been  one  characterized  by  energy 

^If  and  good  deeds,  and  is  one  in  which  he  has 
had  much  to  struggle  with,  especially  during  the 
earlier  years  of  his  life.  His  birth  took  place  July 
25,  1820,  in  Radnorshire.  Wales,  that  part  of  the 
country  chiefly  devoted  to  farming.  In  this  local- 
itv  he  was  reared  and  married,  and  continued  to 
live  until  after  he  had  become  the  father  of  five 
children.  Agriculture  in  Wales  seldom  yields 
wealth  or  independence,  mining  there  being  the 
chief  industry,  as  the  country  is  prolific  in  iron,  cop- 
])er,  silver,  slate  and  limestone.  Coal  is  also  mined 
in  large  quantities  and  used  for  smelting  both  Brit- 
ish and  foreigii  ores,  besides  being  extensively  ex- 
ported. The  Price  family,  however,  not  being  pro- 
vided with  capital  were  obhged  to  resort  to  agri- 
culture. 

Our  subject,  in  1851,  determined  to  change  his 
location  and  provide  something  better  for  his  chil- 
dren than  he  had  been  permitted  to  enjoy  in  his 
vounger  days.  He  accordingly  gathered  together 
his  family  and  personal  effects  and  set  sail  for  the 
United  States,  an'iving  in  New  York  after  a  safe 
although  somewhat  tedious  voyage  of  six  weeks. 
Shortly  afterward  he  set  out  for  the  West,  and  ar- 
rived in  this  county  vvith  a  capital  of  eighteen  cents 
in  his  pocket.  His  first  labor  here  w^as  as  a  gardener 
for  Dr.  Patterson,  but  he  soon  found  something 
more  to  his  liking  on  a  farm,  and  as  time  passed  on, 
established  a  reputation  for  skill  and  honesty  wdiich 
made  his  services  very  desirable,  and  enabled  him 
to  save  something  from  his  earnings.  When  he 
had  accumulated  |500,  he  made  the  first  payment 
on  200  acres  of  land  in  Ridgeway  Township,  of 
which  he  took  possession  and  where  he  remained 
until  187G.     In  the  meantime  he  added  from  time 
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to  time  to  his  real  estate  until  he  was  the  owner  of 
860  acres,  all  in  one  body,  which  he  brought  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  This  is  now  operated 
partly  by  his  only  son,  E.  G.  Price,  of  whom  a  more 
extended  notice  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  while  his  son-in-law,  James  Haight,  occupies 
forty  acres. 

Mr.  Price  from  early  youth  was  piously  inclined, 
and  after  the  necessity  for  incessant  labor  had 
passed  by  and  he  was  permitted  some  leisure  time, 
he  devoted  his  attention  to  religious  matters  and 
for  a  period  of  ten  years  was  a  minister  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  this  county.  He  expounded 
the  Word  in  different,  places  all  over  the  county, 
and  was  the  chief  instrument  in  erecting  the  par- 
sonage building  at  Ridgeway,  collecting  the  |800 
required  for  this  within  a  radius  of  two  miles.-  He 
never  received  a  collegiate  education,  but  from  his 
interest  in  the  work  seemed  always  to  haye*  words 
at  his  command,. and  maintains  that  he  received  his 
help  directly  from  the  I^ord,  whose  faithful  servant 
he  endeavored  at  all  times  to  be.  He  took  partic- 
ular interest  in  the  religious  training  of  the  young, 
working  in  the  Sunday-school  and  saying  a  word  for 
the  Master  upon  every  occasion  where  he  believed 
that  good  might  be  the  result.  In  looking  after  the 
welfare  of  the  people  around  lum  he  in  no  wise  neg- 
lected the  home  training  of  his  children,  but  im- 
planted in  them  those  principles  which  must  ne(*es- 
sarily  predominate  in  well  ordered  lives. 

Mr.  Price,  while  a  young  man  in  his  native  Wales, 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Jones,  one  of  the 
l)lay mates  of  his  childhood,  who  accompanied  him 
to  the  United  States  and  died  in  Tecumseh  in  1852; 
she  belonged  to  the  Welsh  Independent  Church,  and 
was  a  Christian  lady  of  many  amiable  qualities. 
Their  eldest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Allen  Kelley,  a  farmer  of  Raisin  Township;  Mary 
married  Clarence  Morrison,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  this  county,  and  is  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  one  of  whom  was  married  Oct.  1), 
1887;  Lydia  remains  at  home  and  presides  over 
the  domestic  affairs  of  lier  father,  while  Asenath  is 
carrying  on  dress-making  at  Tecumseh. 

Mr.  Price  was  married,  in  lH5o,  to  his  second  wife, 
who  was  formerly  Mrs  Mary  Hall,  and  of  this  union 
there  was  born   one  child,  a  son,  Edwin   (i.,  who 
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married  Miss  Emma  DuBois  and  occupies  the  home- 
stead. Mrs.  Mary  Price  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  a  lady  held  in  great  respect 
by  all  who  knew  her. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Price  by  name, 
carried  on  farming  in  Wales  and  there  spent  his 
entire  life.  Our  subject  took  a  trip  to  his  native 
land  five  years  ago  and  brought  home  with  him  his 
brother,  Thomas  Price,  ten  years  younger  than  him- 
self. The  two  are  the  only  members  of  the  par- 
ental family  who  came  to  this  country. 

THOMAS  J.  WYMAN,  a  liighly  respected  and 
esteemed  resident  of  J^enawee  County,  is  a 
native  of  Eairfield  Township,  and  a  son  of 
Sheldon  and  I^ydia  (Carpenter)  Wyman  (for 
parental  history  see  sketch  of  Sheldon  Wyman.) 
His  birth  occurred  June  26,  1837,  and  the  place  of 
his  nativity  has  been  his  home  the  greater  part  of 
his  life.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
received  an  excellent  common-school  education, 
which  was  later  sup[)leniented  by  an  attendance  of 
two  terms  at  tlie  seminary  in  Lyons,  Ohio.  After 
'leaving  school  he  spent  six  years  in  teaching.  He 
tfien  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  pursued 
this  vocation  solel}^  for  a  few^  years,  but  since 
1861),  besides  attending  to  the  necessary  duties  de- 
volving on  a  farmer,  he  has  been  a  conscientious 
laborer  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master,  earnestly  ex- 
pounding the  doctrines  of  the  Primitive  or  Old- 
School  Baptist  denomination,  and  his  genial  and 
kindly  Christian  character  has  made  him  conspicu- 
ous among  the  members  of  that  faith.  He  has  re- 
ceived no  regular  compensation  for  his  services,  but 
feels  amply  rewarded  in  faithfully  performing,  as 
far  as  in  his  j)Ower  lies,  the  work  to  which  he  seems 
peculiarly  adapted.  He  is  faithfully  aided  by  his 
good  wife,  whose  sympathy  inspires,  whose  ap- 
proval encourages,  and  whose  counsels  guide  him 
in  all  his  good  work. 

With  the  exception  of  four  years  spent  in  Newaygo 
County,  this  State,  preaching,  Mr.  Wyman  has  re- 
sided in  Eairfield  Township  all  his  life.  Here  he 
owns  110  acres  of  land  on  section  30,  on  which  he 
lias  made  many   and   valuable   improvements,   and 
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has  erecUMl  juiiple  .Mild  ('()inl'<)rtnl>l('  huildiniis.  On 
July  4,  I.SGO,  lie  was  nuirried  to  Miss  Celindii  Jnck- 
sou,  who  was  horn  in  Shelhy,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
1842.  Her  parents  were  Dnvid  P).  and  (  nroline 
(Whitney)  Jackson,  natives  of  New  York. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Jind  Mrs.  Wynian  has  been 
hlessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  inbmcy.  The  names  of  the  b>ur  living-  are 
Charles,  who  married  Miss  Ella  Gaum er,  and  resides 
in  Fairfield  Township;  Anoeline,  Lydia  and  AUena. 
Politically,  Mr.  Wyman  is  4)emocnitic,  and  a  stanch 
adherent  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  Thomns 
Jefferson.  Mrs.  Wyman  is  a  zealous  membei-  of 
the  same  church  as  her  husband,  and  socially  they 
are  both  well  maintainino-  their  position  as  useful 
members  of  society,  being  the  promoters  of  educa- 
tion and  the  highest  of  moral  principles. 


\|/  EONARD  BECK  is  a  builder  and  contractor 
I  ((S\  of  Adrian,  where  he  settled  soon  after  the 
ili^^  war,  and  takes  prominent  rank  among  the 
representative  men  of  the  county  for  liis  business 
ability  and  energy.  He  was  born  in  l^avaria,  Ger- 
many, Feb.  2,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Michael  and 
Barbara  (Reisig)  Beck,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1847,  landing  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  famil}^  came  to  Monroe  Count}^  this 
State,  where  they  settled  and  where  tlie  fatlier  died 
the  following  year.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
is  now  in  her  eighty-eighth  year.  To  them  were 
born  seven  children,  three  of  whom  survive. 

Leonard  Beck  was  the  fifth  of  the  parental  family, 
and  was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Monroe  County  with  his  parents.  He  attended  a 
private  German  school,  and  then  the  district  school, 
until  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  when  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  at  which  he  worked 
but  one  year,  and  then  went  to  work  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  1862. 
He  then  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  defense  of  his 
country,  and  was  enrolled  a  member  of  Company 
F,  4th  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  sent  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  w^as  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Buell,  w4io  was  in  charge  of  a  division  in  the  army 
of    Gen.  Rosecrans.     They  went  to  Tennessee,  and 


then  through  portions  of  the  States  of.  (Georgia, 
Alabama,  North  Carolina  and  Mississippi.  The 
regiment  partici[)ated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River 
and  Chickamaiiga,  and  many  other  imi)ortant  en- 
gagements, and  (ien.  Buell,  their  division  com- 
mander, had  two  horses  shot  under  Inm  within  four 
weeks.  Mr.  Beck  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
Captain,  and  attached  to  tlie  commissary  depart- 
ment, in  which  rank  he  served  until  mustered  out 
in  Jul}',  lHGr>,  at  Nashville,  Teiiii. 

Mr.  ]>eck  then  returned  to  Monroe  County,  and 
from  tluMice  to  Adrian,  this  county,  where  he 
worked  at  the  car[)enter's  trade  for  J.  C.  Kaumeier, 
a  builder  and  contractor,  with  whom  he  continued 
for  about  fourteen  years,  when  he  began  the  same 
business  on  liis  own  account  in  Adrian.  He  has 
erected  many  of  the  substantial  buildings  in  this 
city,  among  which  are  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  the  State  Industrial  School  Building  for  girls, 
the  engine  house,  the  city  hall,  aiid  a  number  of 
stores  and  fine  dwellings. 

In  October,  1866,  Mr.  Beck  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Augusta  Knapp,  a  native  of  Mon- 
roe County,  Mich.,  and  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Margaret  Knapp.  Their  home  has  been  gladdened 
by  the  advcMit  of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five 
daughters — Amelia,  Louise,  Frederick,  William, 
Edith,  Augusta  and  Emma.  Mr.  Beck  served  as 
Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  one  year,  and  then 
resigned.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R,,  and  of 
the  Working-men's  Benevolent  Association 


^^^^^ 


'^  ON.  WILLIAM  SEWARD  WILCOX,  of  the 
firm  of  Whitney  &  Wilcox,  of  the  Commer- 
ial  Exchange  Bank,  of  Adrian,  is  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  the  city,  and  is 
largely  identified  with  its  material  interests.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Adrian  he  has  been  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  city's  commercial  inter- 
ests, and  the  enterprises  with  which  he  has  been  as- 
sociated have  been  almost  universally  successful. 
Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent  taste,  which 
is  admirably  displayed  in  the  construction  of  his 
residence  and  the  beautiful  arrangement  of  its  sur- 
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roiuidings.  The  building  itself  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  external  appearance  in  the  city,  and  the  hedges 
and  lawns  about  it  are  arranged  after  the  latest  and 
most  exquisite  designs.  The  interior  of  the  house, 
to  the  minutest  detail  of  arrangement,  is  in  perfect 
harmony  with  its  exterior,  and  is  architectural!}'  a 
marvel.  The  bank,  of  which  he  is  a  joint  owner, 
was  founded  in  1880,  since  which  time  it  has  be- 
come firmly  established,  and  has  met  with  unusual 
success. 

Mr.  Wilcox  is  the  son  of  Austin  and  Clarissa 
Wilcox,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Riga,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1819.  When 
he  was  yet  a  child,  his  parents  moved  into  the  town 
of  Bergen,  Genesee  County,  that  State,  where  he 
lived  on  a  farm,  his  father  at  the  time  managing  a 
hotel,  stages,  post-ofiice,  etc.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  assisting  in  the  work.  In  the  year  1 83()  our 
subject  came  west  to  Milan,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
tered the  dry-gOods  store  of  Ira  Bidwell,  as  a  clerk, 
and  remained  for  a  short  time.  He  then  removed 
to  Adrian,  Mich.,  arriving  Sept.  18,  1836,  and 
where  he  was  still  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Bidwell, 
who  had  moved  his  goods  from  Milan  to  Adrian. 
He  remained  in  the  store  until  1840,  in  which  year 
he  became  a  partner  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  and  the  firm  of 
Bidwell  &  Wilcox  continued  until  January,  1844, 
when  the  latter  disposed  of  his  interest  to  the  for- 
mer. In  the  spring  of  that  year  Mr.  Wilcox  be- 
gan business  for  himself,  putting  upon  his  shelves 
and  counters  an  entire  new  stock  of  goods.  He 
continued  in  this  business  until  the  year  1855,  a 
portion  of  which  time  he  had  for  partners  J.  H. 
Bod  well  and  William  D.  Tolford.  In  that  year  he 
sold  his  goods  to  Bodwell,  Carey  &  Clay,  the  two 
latter  being  former  clerks.  In  1848  he  was  elected 
Village  Treasurer,  which  office  he  held  for  one  year. 
Soon  after  discontinuing  the  dry-goods  business  he 
started  a  hardware  store,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Wilcox  &  Chappell,  which  firm  continued  for  about 
eighteen  months,  after  which,  purchasing  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Chappell,  he  continued  the  business 
alone  until  1867,  when  his  brother  Henry  became 
his  partner.  This  firm  existed  for  five  years  under 
the  name  of  Wilcox  &  Bro.,  and  was  then  changed 
to  Wilcox,  Brother  &  Co.,  when  George  A.,  son  of 
W.  S.,  became  a  partner.  He  still  continues  his 
«^ , .. 


interest  in  the  hnrdwarc  business,  although  since 
1  880  his  brother  and  son  have  liad  its  management. 
In  that  yefir  he  became  one  of  the  owners  of  i\m 
Commercial  Exchange  Bank. 

In  1864  Mr.  Wilcox  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  and  held  that  office 
for  two  terms.  During  the  second  term  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
which  is  the  most  important  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  it  is  its  peculiar  function  to 
devise  the  ways  and  means  of  providing  the  rev- 
enues of  the  State  and  the  disbursement  of  the 
same,  through  Legislative  enactments.  In  the 
spring  of  1865  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Adrian, 
holding  the  office  for  one  3^ear.  In  the  fall  of  1870 
he  was  chosen  State  Senator,  and  held  the  office  for 
one  term,  during  which  time  he  was  the  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  in  this  capacity  was 
much  aided  bj^  his  experience  as  Chairman  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means.  In  1869 
he  was  appointed  State  Prison  Inspector  by  Gov. 
Baldwin,  and  was  immediately  chosen  President  of 
the  Board.  In  1866  he  was  elected  President  of 
the  Michigan  State  Insurance  Company,  which 
position  he  filled  for  seventeen  years.  He  is  now, 
and  has  been  for  many  years.  President  of  the  Oak- 
wood  Cemetery  Association.  He  became  an  active 
n;ember  of  the  Adrian  Fire  Department  in  1841, 
and  continued  in  the  same  until  the  paid  depart- 
ment was  organized,  having  served  for  twenty-one 
y^ears.  For  nearly  half  a  century  he  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Baptist  Sabbath-school,  and 
in   that  school  has  instructed  the  third  generation. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  first  married  at  Benton,  Ind.,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Frances  Clay,  daughter  of  Rev.  Brad- 
bury^ S.  Clay,  by  whom  three  children  were  born, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  George  A.,  the 
only  remaining  son,  who  was  named  above  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Wilcox,  Brother  &  Co.  The 
first  wife  died  on  the  Pith  of  February,  1852,  and 
the  second  marriage  took  place  on  the  17th  of  Au- 
gust, 1854.  On  that  day  he  was  united  with  Miss 
elosephine  Southworth,  daughter  of  Dr.  William 
South  worth,  of  Avon  Springs,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Wilcox 
has  been  one  of  Adrian's  most  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful business  men,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  sat- 
isfaction can   look  back  over  his  long  and   honora- 
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ble  eomniercinl  career.  Althoiij^li  now  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year,  he  is  comparatively  vii^oroiis,  and  his 
mind  is  as  clear  upon  all  l)iisiness  probleuisas  it  wns 
thirty-five  years  ago. 


-^^^%^^ 


ARRISON  HARWOOl),  a  native  of  this 
State,  came  to  Lenawee  County  in  1 870 
from  Washtenaw  County,  where  he  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Pittsfield,  Aug.  0,  1840.  He 
has  all  his  life  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  possesses  all  the  elements  necessary  to 
success.  He  is  regarded  as  a  most  worthy  and  use- 
ful member  of  society,  an  honest  man  and  a  con- 
scientious citizen,  who,  while  building  up  a  com- 
fortable homestead  of  his  own,  has  always  had  a 
care  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  around  him,  and 
borne  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  influence  of  one 
man  may  produce  great  results,  either  good  or  evil. 
Mr.  Harwood  early  in  life  was  trained  to  hal)its 
of  industry  and  economy  by  his  excellent  parents. 
William  W.  and  Polly  (Morris)  Harwood,  who  were 
of  English  descent,  and  natives  of  New  York  State. 
Harrison  was  the  eldest  of  their  six  children,  and 
when  quite  young  assumed  a  brotherly  oversight 
of  the  younger  members,  who  learned  to  look  up  to 
him  and  depend  upon  his  judgment  and  example. 
William  Harwood  came  to  Michigan  in  1823,  and 
w^as  married  in  Washtenaw  County,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  at  the 
old  homestead  in  the  fall  of  18G0.  The  mother  is 
living,  and  continues  at  the  home  which  she  and 
her  husband  built  up  by  their  united  efforts.  The 
three  remaining  members  of  tlie  family  are  resi- 
dents of  this  State. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  under 
the  parental  roof  and  before  reaching  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  age,  was  married,  July  4,  I860,  to  Miss 
Lydia  J.  Haynes,  who  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  this  State,  Nov.  G,  1842.  Her  parents, 
Lyman  and  Betsey  (Minor)  Haynes,  were  natives 
of  New  York,  whence  they  removed  to  Michigan 
in  1840,  and  spent  their  last  days  in  Shiawassee 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harwood,  after  their  mar- 
riage, remained  for  ten  years  residents  of  Washte- 
naw County,  and  upon  their  removal,  located  in 
"^ — • — ^ " 


.Madison  Township,  this  county.  Here  our  snbject 
has  a  (ine  farm  of  well-improved  land,  upon  which 
he  has  effected  fb-st-class  im])rovements,  and  sup- 
plied it  with  all  the  neccessary  machinery  and  other 
conveniences  for  carrying  on  agriculture  in  a  skill- 
ful and  [)rofitable  manner.  While  residents  of 
AA'ashtenaw  County,  there  were  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife  tluee  children — Harriet  J.,  Lyman  W. 
and  Alice  A.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
Lucius  L.  Knowles,  of  Adrian;  Alice  A.  married 
Frank  A.  Lradish,  and  is  a  resident  of  Madison 
Township,  while  Lyman  W.  is  at  home  with  his 
parents. 
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jf^  DMUND  B.  VAN  DOREN,  one  of  the  most 

■^-^         ■' -'-    and  energetic  farmers  of  Adrian 

ip,  IS  .pleasantly  located  on  se(;tion 
\i],  where  he  has  a  choice  tract  of  land,  and  every- 
thing peitaining  to  a  first-class  farm  estate.  He  is 
a  native  of  Shelby,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y^.,  and  was 
born  July  12,  1825.  His  parents,  Cornelius  and 
Nellie  (Hagerman)  A^an  Doren,  were  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  wdiere  the  father  followed  farming 
during  the  early  part  of  his  life;  later  the  family 
removed  to  the  Emi)ire  State,  where  they  continued 
until  1885.  In  that  year,  determining  to  try  his  fort- 
unes in  the  West,  he  came  to  this  county  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Adrian  Township, 
which  was  unimproved  otherwise  than  having  upon 
it  a  rude  log  cabin  an<l  a  clearing  of  about  ten  or 
fifteen  acres.  Of  the  former  he  took  possession  with 
liis  family,  and  commenced  the  improvement  of  his 
property,  remaining  upon  it  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  Aug.  14,  1857.  The  mother  survived 
him  twenty -five  years,  and  passed  aw^ay  to  her  rest 
on  the  2d  of  January,  1  882.  Cornelius  Van  Doren 
was  born  in  1785,  and  his  wife  Nellie,  April  27, 
1791.  They  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  one  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  grew^  to  maturity  and 
settled  iu  homes  of  their  own.  Of  these  there  are 
now  living  five  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Our  subject  left  home  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 

and  attended  school  for  a  time   and  subsequently 

engaged  in  teaching,  at  which  latter  profession  he 

continued  for  twenty-three  terms  in  the  townships 
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of  AdririO,  Madison,  Koine,  Woodstock  and  Frank- 
lin, and  in  the  city  of  Adrian.      He  also  served  an    i 
apprenticeship  of  one  year  at   tlie   carpenter  trade,    \ 
and  being  quite  a,  natural  mechanic  became  expert    ! 
in  the   handling  of  tools.     One   of   the  most  inter-    ; 
esting  and  important  ev^ents  of  his  life  occurred  on 
the  oth  of  Jnue,  1849,  this  being  his  marriage  vvitli    i 
Miss  Ahnij'a  E.  Warren,  a  native  of  Oneida  County^    i 
N.  Y.,  and  born   March  22,  18:51.     Mrs.  A  an  I),  is    [ 
the  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary  (Chase)   War- 
ren, natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York  respect- 
ively;  the  father  born  Sept.  9,  1797,  and  the  mother 
October  9  of  the  same  yeAiv.   Mr.  Warren  was  a  tanner 
by  trade,  which  he  followed  iu  the  East  until  188G, 
then  ejnigrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
locating  in  Adrian  Township,  followed  farming  until 
1  857.     Selling  out,  he  went  at  tlrst  to  Indiana,  and    ! 
from   there   to  l^ittsburg,   Kan.,    where    his   death    | 
took    place  in    1872,  at  the  age  of  sev<3nty-seven    I 
years.      He  liad  been  accompanied  in  his  travels  l)y    i 
his  excellent  wife,  who  survived  him  a  few  years,    I 
her  death  taking  place  when   she   was   eighty  years   j 
old.     Their  four  children  are  all   living,  the   three 
besides  Mrs.  Van  D.  being  located,  one  in   Kansas, 
one  in  Minnesota,  and  the  third  in  Indiana. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  became  the  wife  of  five    \ 
children;  their  eldest  daughter,  Mary  A.,  born  Aug. 
4,   1850,  is  the    wife  of  Cornelius   Van   Doren,  of 
Adrian,  and  the   mother    of  six    children;    Addie 
R.  was  born  Feb.  7,  1859,  and  died  March  26,  1  861  ; 
Horace    E.     was  born    March   4,    1862,   and    died   I 
Dec.  8,  1883  ;  Arthur  N.  was  born  July  6,  1864,  and    j 
died  Oct.  5,  1865  ;  and  Flora  L.,  who  was  born  Jan.  8,    ! 
1  872,  and  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  I 

Mr.  Van  Doren  had  a  little  property  at  the  time  | 
of  his  marriage,  which  enabled  him  to  start  in  life  I 
comfortably,  and  of  which  he  has  made  good  use  I 
and  greatly  increased  its  value.  In  addition  to  the  j 
home  farm  he  owns  land  near  by,  besides  some  good  I 
city  property.  He  has  given  considerable  attention  | 
to  the  raising  of  fine  stock  for  the  past  few  years,  I 
and  in  this  department  has  been  veiy  successful.  ; 
He  has  been  Notary  Public  since  1866,  and  served  ! 
as  Clerk  of  the  township  in  1856.  Mr.  Van  Doren  | 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  believing  in  that  party 
lie  the  principles  that  are  best  calculated  to  preserve 
the  form  of  popultjr  government.     With  his  most 


estimal)le  wife  he  is  a  sincere  and  consistent  Chris- 
tian, and  they  l)ot!i  are  members  oi'  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  take  great  interest  in  religions  work. 


sx  ALVIN  DAVENPORT.     In  the   early  part 
,  of     1857    the    subject    of    this    biography 

^i^  pitched  his  tent  in  the  wilds  of  Macon  Town- 
ship, where  he  piu'chased  120  acres  of  land.  After 
making  some  headway  toward  the  improvement  and 
cultvation  of  his  farm,  he  increased  his  real  estate 
by  forty  acres  additional,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  content  to  remain  in  this  place,  and  give  his 
best  efforts  to  the  building  up  of  a  permanent  home- 
stead. He  has  been  remarkably  industrious  and 
persevering,  and  is  recognized  far  and  wide  as  a 
reputable  citizen,  a  thorougli  and  skillful  farmer, 
and  a  valued  factor  in  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Macon  To wnsh  ip. 

Mr.  Davenport  began  life  a  poor  man,  and  has 
arrived  at  his  present  position,  financially,  through 
his  own  honest  efforts.  His  early  years  were  spent 
near  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Aug.  14,  1832.  His 
father,  Cornelius  Davenport,  was  a  farmer  of  modest 
means,  and  a  native  of  New  York  State.  He  traced 
liis  ancestr3^  back  to  Holland,  but  the  later  repre- 
sentatives of  the  family  were  mostly  residents  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  married  while  a  resident  of 
his  native  State,  to  Miss  Caroline  Decker,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  After  the 
birth  of  three  children,  Cornelius  Davenport  started 
with  his  family  for  the  West,  making  the  journey  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  via  the  canal  and  Lake 
Erie  to  Detroit,  and  thence  overland  to  Macon 
Township,  this  county.  Here  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  section  1,  in  1834,  in  the  midst  of  a  timber  tract, 
and  here  the  parents  continued  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  They  labored  industriously  for  years, 
and  succeeded  in  providing  themselves  and  their 
children  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  father 
closed  his  eyes  upon  earthly  scenes  about  the  3^ear 
1859,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  3^ears,  while  the 
mother  survived  some  years,  her  death  taking  place 
in  1875,  when  she  was  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

Calvin   Davenport  remained   a   member   of    the 
parental  household    until  reaching  manhood,  assist- 
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ing-  ill  the  building  up  of  the  [)ioneer  home,  and  ob- 
taining a  limited  education  in  the  subscription 
schools.  U})on  reaching  his  majority,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mahala,  daughtei'  of  John 
and  Fhel)e  (Augustus)  Allen,  who  were  natives 
respectively  of  Long  Island  and  Canada,  and  were 
married  in  Ontario,  Canada.  Mr.  Allen,  who  was 
a  mason  by  trade,  and  a  very  skillful  workman,  re- 
mained in  Canada  some  time  after  his  marriage,  and 
came  with  his  family  to  Michigan  while  a  large  part 
of  Macon  Township  was  open  and  waiting  for  the 
enterprising  emigrant  to  take  possession.  He  se- 
cured a  tract  of  land  upon  which  he  worked,  and  at 
the  same  time  followed  his  trade  as  opportunity 
offered.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  continued  on 
the  land  which  the}'  first  located,  and  passed  away 
when  ripe  in  years. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Macon 
Township,  this  county,  Mixy  15,  1835,  and  was 
reared  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  the  first  settlement 
of  Southern  Michigan.  Slie  received  the  same 
school  advantages  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  her  husband, 
and  was  trained  by  her  excellent  mother  in  those 
useful  household  duties  in  which  the  maidens  of 
those  days  were  ambitious  to  excell.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davenport  have  two  children — Milton  A.  and  Min- 
nie; the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Bradley  Scudder,  vvlio 
is  engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Pennington 
Corners.  Milton  A.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Lichard, 
and  they  occupy  the  homestead  with  our  subject, 
assisting  in  its  management  and  in  its  labors.  i^Ir. 
Davenport  is  a  Democrat  of  the  old  school,  a  man 
decided  in  his  views,  and  one  who  keeps  himself 
well  posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest. 
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1^  jy)llAAAM  SERVICE,  a  resident  on  section 
\w//  '^^  ^^^  Madison  Township  since  1842.  is  a 
^/^  native  of  Scotland,  where  he  was  born  in 
Lanarkshire  on  the  28d  of  Febrnary,  1807.  His 
father,  James  Service,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
place  in  1784,  was  brought  up  a  farmer  and  gar- 
dener, and  lived  in  Scotland  until  1816,  when  he  came 
to  America  and  lived  on  a  farm  near  Philadelphia 
for  about  two  years.  He  then  moved  to  Susque- 
hanna  County,  Pa.,  and  took  up  a  farm  and  lived 
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there  seven  years.  In  the  spring  of  1825  he  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Canandaigua,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  lived  there  until  about  1840,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  resided  in  this  county  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1867.  About  1806  he  married 
Miss  Jannett  Scott,  of  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  and 
they  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Will- 
iam is  the  oldest.  Mrs.  Jannett  Service  w\as  born  in 
Lanarkshire,  and  died  in  this  county. 

William  Service  lived  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  commenced 
life  for  himself,  engaging  to  work  for  »Iohn  Greig, 
of  Canandaigua,  in  whose  service  he  continued 
nineteen  years.  Mr.  Greig  was  a  Scotchman,  a 
wealthy  and  prominent  lawyer,  and  a  Whig  politi- 
cian who  was  once  elected  to  Congress.  In  June, 
1825,  Gen.  l^aFayette,  of  Revolutionar}'^  fame, 
passed  through  Canandaigua,  on  his  way  to  New 
York.  He  had  been  to  Cincinnati  and  other  places 
in  Ohio,  and  as  it  was  previous  to  the  present  won- 
derful railroad  system  of  our  country,  the  manner 
of  travel  was  somewhat  novel,  especially  to  the  peo- 
ple of  this  generation.  He  was  the  guest  of  every 
city,  village  and  hamlet  through  which  he  passed, 
the  populace  giving  him  the  entire  freedom  of  the 
country.  From  Buffalo  he  was  carried  in  state  by 
a  delegation  to  a  point  half  way  between  that  city 
and  Rochester,  where  he  was  met  by  the  Rochester 
delegation  and  carried  to  that  city.  From  Roches- 
ter he  was  conveyed  to  Victor  in  great  pomp,  where 
the  Canandaigua  delegation  received  him.  A  very 
(ine  equipage,  with  four  beautiful  gray  horses,  had 
been  sent  from  Canandaigua  to  convey  him  to  that 
place,  but  the  old  General  was  an  intimate  friend 
of  Mr.  Greig,  wlio  had  visited  him  at  his  home  in 
France,  and  excusing  himself  from  riding  in  the 
carriage  intended  for  liim,  rode  wdth  Mr.  Greig  in 
his  elegant  carriage,  William  Service  being  the 
coachman.  The  part}^  accompanying  the  General 
occupied  the  carriage  with  the  f«)ur  gray  horses, 
and  were  the  recipients  of  much  homage,  as  it  was 
supposed  that  LaFayette  was  among  them. 

In  1836  William  Service  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  160  acres  of  land  in  Fairfield  Township,  and 
eighty  acres  in  Seneca,  and  in  August,  1842,  re- 
moved his  family  from  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  and 
settled  on  section  32  in  Madison,  where  he  now  re- 
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sides.  It  was  entirely  new  when  he  purchased  it, 
but  he  has  cleared  the  land,  built  all  necessary 
buildings,  and  made  splendid  improvements.  On 
the  9th  of  July,  1830,  Mr.  vService  married  Ann 
Bulrecs,  who  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  N.  T.,  on 
the  10th  of  July,  1808,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Bulrees,  of  Canandaigua.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Serv- 
ice had  eight  children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Marian  was  born  June  6,  1831,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Eli  Sparhawk,  of  Madison  Township;  William  was 
born  April  17,  1  833,  and  died  Aug.  24,  1873;  Cla- 
rissa G.  (1st)  was  born  July  30,  1835,  and  died 
April  5,  1830;  Clarissa  G.  (2d)  was  born  April  25, 
1837,  and  died  Oct.  18,  1838;  James  B.  was  born 
March  25,  1840,  and  is  managing  the  home  farm; 
Ann  Eliza  was  born  May  29,  1842,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Gaumer,  residing  in  Madison  Township; 
Clarissa  G.  (3d)  was  born  Aug.  16,  1844,  and  died 
June  8,  1848;  Alexander  was  born  April  27,  1847, 
and  died  Feb.  28,  1878.  The  first  six  were  born  in 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  and  the  other  two  in  Madison 
Township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Ann  Service,  the  wife 
of  our  subject,  died  in  Madison  Township  on  the 
17th  of  February,  1869. 
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--^  ETII  P.  SHELDON  is  a  successful  general 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  now  occupying  a 
good  farm  on  section  17,  of  Clinton  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  resided  since  the  spring 
of  1883.  The  farm  comprises  eighty-seven  acres 
of  land,  which  is  mostly  under  cultivation  with  con- 
venient and  commodious  farm  buildings.  Mr.  Shel- 
don is  of  good  New  England  ancestry,  and  is  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  while  his  father,  Simeon  Sheldon, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  When  a  young  man 
the  latter  went  to  Vermont,  and  was  there  married 
in  Rupert,  Bennington  County,  to  Miss  Lois  East- 
man, who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  town.  After 
marriage  the  young  couple  settled  in  Rupert,  where 
Mr.  Sheldon  pursued  the  calling  of  a  farmer  for 
many  years,  and  in  that  Vermont  home  they  reared 
their  children  to  good  and  useful  lives.  Later  in 
life  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  went  to  Illinois  to  spend 
their  last  years  with  their  children.  They  lived  for 
some  years  at  Gibson  City,  and   there  the  father 


died  very  suddenly  while  seated  in  his  chair,  in  No- 
vember, 1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  He 
was  a  worthy  man  and  much  respected  for  his  sterl- 
ing integrity;  his  widow  is  living  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  O.  A.  Oliver,  at  Rock  Falls,  III.,  at 
the  age  of  eight}^ 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  foiuth  child  of  his  par- 
ents, was  born  Nov.  20,  1838,  in  the  pleasant  little 
town- of  Rupert,  and  in  tliat  town,  where  his  own 
good  mother  first  saw  the  light,  where  the  days  of 
her  girlhood  were  passed,  and  also  many  of  the 
pleasant  years  of  her  married  life,  he  liimself  grew 
to  a  strong  and  sturdy  manhood,  and  from  there 
w^ent  forth  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  14th  Vermont  Infantry,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Munson  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  Lie  engaged  in  no  active  battles, 
however,  as  he  was  disabled  on  account  of  sickness, 
and  was  finally  honorably  discharged  at  Brattleboro, 
\'t.  He  then  returned  home,  and  soon  after,  at  the 
age  of  twenty -seven,  went  to  Wyoming  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  bought  a  large  farm. 

The  next  year  after  settling  on  his  farm  in  New 
York  he  was  married,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1867, 
to  Miss  Ella  Stark,  who  was  born  in  Wyoming- 
County,  in  the  town  of  Middlebury,  Nov.  10, 
1845.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Lois 
A.  (Spring)  Stark,  and  was  of  notable  ancestry, 
being  a  descendant,  through  her  father,  of  Gen. 
John  Stark  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  in 
Le  Roy,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  wife  was 
born  and  reared.  His  wife's  parents  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  and  her  lather,  Amos  Spring,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  was  his  brother 
Denas,  who  was  killed  at  Buffalo,  N.  1".  Amos 
Spring  was  a  pioneer  of  Genesee  County,  and  where 
he  settled  there  was  nothing  but  woods  for  miles 
I  around,  it  being  then,  in  fact,  the  most  western  set- 
tlement in  the  State  of  New  York.  It  was  from 
that  pioneer  home  that  he  was  called  to  take  part  in 
the  AVar  of  1812.  In  advanced  bfe  he  went  to 
Hermitage,  Wyoming  County,  and  there  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy- one. 

John  J.  Stark,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sheldon,  was  a 
,  farmer  by  calling,  and  was  instantly  killed  in  asaw- 
1    mill  in  Wyoming  County,  June  30,  1869,  at  the 
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age  of  sixty-seven.  His  widow  is  a  woman  of  nuicli 
capability  and  enterprise,  and  since  the  death  of  lier 
husband  she  has  proved  up  two  and  one-fourth  sec- 
tions of  land  in  Dakota  Territory.  Mrs.  Sheldon 
was  reared  in  the  home  of  her  parents,  and  received 
exceptional  educational  advantages,  having  been 
graduated  from  the  High  School  at  Loekport,  N.  Y., 
and  also  taking  a  course  of  instruction  at  Middle- 
bury  Academy.  Mrs.  Starl^  is  now  residing  with 
her  children. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  nnd  Mrs.  Sheldon  set- 
tled on  the  farm  to  which  we  have  referred;  it  is 
l)eautifully  located  in  a  fertile  region,  and  com- 
prised 2o0  acres  of  land,  which  was  fairly  well  im- 
proved at  the  time  of  purchase.  During  the  six- 
teen years  that  they  made  their  home  there,  Mr- 
Sheldon  spent  much  money  and  labor  in  bringing 
the  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  in  188;^ 
he  disposed  of  his  property  in  New  York  and  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Michigan,  where  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm.  He  has  been  quite  pros- 
perous since  coming  here,  and  has  made  many  im- 
provements on  his  farm,  and  built  up  a  good  home. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sheldon,  namely:  Helen  L.,  who  was  educated  in 
Wyoming  County,  in  her  native  State,  and  in 
Tecumseh,  and  is  well  fitted  for  the  profession  of  a 
teacher  which  she  has  adopted,  and  Fred  S.  and 
Louis  S.,  vvho  are  at  home  with  their  parents:  all 
of  the  family  are  communicants  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Mr.  Sheldon  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  His 
course  through  life  has  been  characterized  by  hon- 
orable dealings  and  a  strict  fidelity  to  all  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  upon  him  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 
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ENRY  J.  CARLTON,  a  practical  and  pros- 
perous  general  farmer  of  Raisin  Township, 
was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y., 
March  20,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Leonard 
Carlton,  who  was  of  English  parentage,  and  was  also 
born  in  New  York  State.  Leonard  Carlton  married 
Diana  Howard,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  in 
1836,  a  few  years  after  his  marriage,  he   with   his 
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wife  and  two  small  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
wns  the  younger,  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Monroe  County. 

Leonard  Carlton  soon  found  employment  with 
Mr.  George  B.  Harlston,  who  was  at  one  time  one 
of  the  money  kings  of  Wall  street,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  had  made  one  of  those  sudden  fortunes  for 
which  that  street  is  so  famous.  He  came  to  Michi- 
gan, invested  largely  in  real  estate,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  ambitious  project  of  building  up  the  city  of 
Monroe.  Later  in  life  he  met  with  mtmy  misfort- 
unes, and  finally  lost  all;  and  we  have  the  not  un- 
usual instance  of  the  aforetime  patron  being  obliged 
to  ask  assistance  of  a  former  employe,  which  assist- 
ance no  doubt  was  gladly  rendered  by  Mr.  Carl- 
ton to  his  former  employer.  Soon  after  coming  to 
Monroe  Mr.  Carlton  purchased  the  property  now 
known  as  the  Monroe  Nursery,  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive in  the  State,  of  which,  however,  he  disposed 
in  1853,  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Raisin 
Township,  where  he  bought  1 60  acres  of  land  on 
sections  24  and  25.  With  the  help  of  his  sons  he 
improved  eighty  acres  of  this  land,  and  had  a  fine 
farm   well   cultivated  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Sept. 

!  8,  1878.  He  was  a  man  of  much  capability  and  en- 
ergy, and  was  resi)ected  by   his   neighbors   for   the 

i  prol)ity  of  his  character.  He  was  a  stanch  adher- 
ent of  the   Republican  party.      His  faithful  wife's 

I    death  occurred  April  4,  1878,  a  few  months  before 

i    his  own. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in    Raisin  Town- 

i  ship,  receiving  a  careful  training  in  the  parental 
home,  where  he  remained  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, actively  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  In 
May,  1853,  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  was  mar- 
ried on  the  1 7th  of  that  month  to  Miss  Sarah  E., 
daughter  of  George  and  Azubah  (Ransom)  VYood. 
Mrs.  C.  was  born  in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  19,  1836. 
M|'s.  Wood  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  and 
died  when  her  daughter  Sarah  was  but  four  years 
old.  After  his  wife's  death  Mr.  Wood  moved  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  there  continued  to  pursue  his 
calling  of  a  carpenter,  finally  returning  to  New 
York,  where  he  died  Dec.  7,  1884.  Mrs.  Carlton, 
who  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  parental 
family,  passed  the  years  of  her  girlhood  and  early 
womanhood  in  Toledo.     By  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
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Carlton    she   became   the   mother  of  one  child  who 
died  in  infancy. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Carlton  retnrned  to  the 
homestead  in  Raisin  Township  with  his  wife,  where 
hehved  for  a  few  years,  and  then  went  to  Wiscon- 
sin and  remained  two  years.  Then,  after  another 
residence  of  three  years  in  Raisin  Township,  they 
removed  to  Deerfieki  Township,  where  Mr.  Carlton 
was  engaged  in  agricnltnral  pursuits  for  seven 
years,  and  then  came  to  his  present  farm  in  Raisin 
Townshii).  This  farm  contains  forty  acres  of  well- 
improved  land,  pleasantly  located  on  section  25. 
These  well-tilled  acres,  neat  dweUing  and  good 
farm  buildings  show  evidences  of  Mr.  Carlton's 
thrift  and  energy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton  have  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  some  years,  and 
they  have  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
people  in  this  communit}^  where  they  have  made 
their  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Carlton  is  a  Demo- 
crat. 
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ELLIOT   GRAY,   son  of  one  of   the  earliest 
pioneers   of  Lenawee   County,  has  spent  all 
)  his  life  in  Southern  Michigan,  where  he  was 

born  m  Raisin  Township,  May  11,  1833.  His  early 
education  was  conducted  in  the  primitive  schools 
of  this  section  of  country,  and  when  becoming  of 
suitable  years  his  services  were  utilized  around  the 
homestead  which  his  father  built  up  fi'orn  the  nn- 
eultivated  soil,  and  which  became  one  of  the  most 
desirable  and  valuable  in  that  part  of  the  county. 

Joseph  W.  Gray,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  where  he  remained 
until  migrating  to  this  State,  which  was  then  a 
Territory.  Not  long  afterward  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nella  Kitcham,  of  Tecumseh 
Township,  and  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Kitcham, 
Esq.,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
came  to  this  section  of  country  during  its  early 
settlement.  Joseph  Gray  had  already  located 
eighty  acres  of  land,  where  he  kept  bachelor's  hall 
until  his  marriage  and  to  which  he  afterward 
brought  his  bride,  where  they  commenced  life  to- 
gether in  true  pioneer  style.     He  was  prospered  at 


his  labors  in  tilling  the  soil,  nnd  invested  his  span^ 
capital  in  additional  land  until  he  became  the  owner 
of  560  acres  in  different  tracts.  He  erected  a  fine 
brick  residence  in  1  845,  and  lived  to  reach  his  four- 
score and  two  years,  passing  away  at  tlie  homestead 
which  he  had  built  up  in  February,  1885.  The 
wife  of  his  youth  had  died  after  the  birth  of  six 
children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows:  Jane  died 
when  an  interesting  young  lady  of  sixteen  years; 
Frances  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Helm,  a  well-to- 
do  mechanic;  Elliot,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  third 
child;  Maria  married  Frederick  Gambol,  a  resident 
of  Tecumseh  Township;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Milton  Ross, 
lives  in  Addison,  Mich.,  and  Albert  died  in  child- 
hood. Joseph  Gray  for  his  second  wife  married 
Miss  Sarah  Cox,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of 
two  sons  tmd  one  daughter— Willard,  John  and 
Nellie;  the  daughter  is  married,  and  they  are  all 
residents  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Sarah  Gray  resides 
on  the  homestead. 

Our  subject  completed  his  studies  at  the  Tecum- 
seh High  School,   under  the   instruction   of  Joseph 
Esterbrook,  and   continued  to  make  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  June 
22,  1852.      He  chose  for  his  life  companion  one  of 
the   most    estimable    young    ladies    of    New    York 
State,  Miss   Ehza  Guthridge,   who  was  a  native  of 
Black  Rock,  N.   Y^,   and  of  Irish  ancestry.     In  the 
meantime  our   subject   had    secured    120    acres  of 
land  and  liad  already  a  comfortable  little  home,  to 
which  he    brought   his   bride  and  where  they  have 
since  lived.    The  residence  is  commodious  and  sub- 
\   stantial,  built  of  brick  in  modern  style,  and  the  barn 
and  other  out-buildings  are  in  keeping  with  the  gen- 
:    eral  aspect  of  thrift  and  prosperity  which  pervades 
!    the  homestead.  Mr.  Gray  became  largely  interested 
;    in  flour  and   built  up  a   flourishing  foreign  trade, 
\   negotiating  with  large  dealers  across  the  water,  and 
I    finally  became  associated  with  the  celebrated  firm 
I   of  C.  A.  Pillsbury  &  Co.,  and  other  firms,  millers 
!   at  Minneapolis,  who  gladly  employed  him  to  intro- 
I    duce  the  product  of  their  mills  in  Ireland. 
I        A  few  years   after  his  marriage  the  Civil   War 
I    came  on,  and  Mr.  Gray  esteemed  it  his  duty  to  lay 
I   aside  his  private  interests  and  give  his  services  to 
1    his  country.     In  May,   1862,  he  enlisted   in  Com- 
I   pany  B,  7th  Michigan  Cavalry,  in  the  organization 
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of  which  he  assisted  and  was  at  once  made  First 
Lieutenant.  He  commanded  the  company  at  the 
battle  of  (xettysburg-  and  subsequently  took  part 
in  thirty-six  general  engagements,  serving  two 
years  upon  the  staff  of  the  lamented  (t(mi.  Custer. 
At  the  close  of  the  war.  in  18()5,  he  received  his 
lumorable  discharge  and  returned  to  his  farm  pur- 
suits. In  186G,  Mr.  Gray,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  child,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  visited  Ireland, 
remaining  there  about  one  year.  He  then  returned 
to  Michigan,  and  in  1H77  commenced  as  a  Hour 
dealer  and  made  another  tri{)  to  Ireland,  continuing 
his  operations  in  this  direction  to  the  present,  and 
altogether  crossing  the  Atlantic,  back  and  forth, 
twenty-two  times,  lie  has  dealt  largely  in  real  es- 
tnte,  investing  much  of  his  capital  in  land,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  about  410  acres. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  the  parents  of  one  son  and 
three  daughters,  recorded  as  follows:  Joseph  E. 
married  Miss  Eva  Campbell,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Tecumseh  Township;  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Rynd,  of  Fairfield  Townshii>;  Mella  Ann 
and  Mary  E.  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
(iray  has  always  voted  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  meddles  very  little  with  politics,  liis  large  pro})- 
(M'ty  interests  emi)loying  the  most  of  his  time  and 
attention. 

^TP^  EX.  WILLIAM  P.  W ASTELL,  a  retired  min- 
l^  ister  of  the  Congregational  (4iurch,  has  been 
iJKM  a  resident  of  Clinton  Village  since  the  spring 
wQ){)f  1851.  He  presided  over  the  societ}^ 
there,  with  the  exception  of  some  years,  from  that 
date  until  1872,  and  during  the  time  of  his  ab'^ence 
was  still  at  work  for  the  Master,  traveling  through- 
out the  United  States.  He  is  of  English  birth  and 
l)arentage,  his  infant  years  having  been  passed  in 
the  city  of  London,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  17, 
1804. 

Henry  Wastell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
merchant  by  occupation,  and  died  in  London  when 
his  son,  William  P.,  was  but  a  lad.  Aside  from  be- 
luga man  of  more  than  ordinary  business  qualifica- 
tions, he  was  a  tine  musician,  and  was  received 
among  the  nobility  of  his  native  land.  Young  Was- 
tell received  excellent  educational  advantages,  and 


completed  his  theological  studies  at  Cambridge, 
England,  under  the  tutelage  of  the  eminent  Dr. 
Sturdevantand  Dr.  William  Day,  formerly  of  Ox- 
ford University.  His  classical  course  was  con- 
ducted at  Cambridge  University  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Dr.  George  CoUison,  Rev.  Samuel  Ransom 
and  Rev.  George  Darrington,  the  two  latter  espe- 
cially noted  for  their  excellence  as  tutors. 

IMr.  AVastell  commenced  his  clerical  studies  when 
nineteen  years  of  age,  and  was  soon  afterward  or- 
dained. He  was  given  charge  of  the  College 
Church  at  Ackney,  when  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
and  contiinied  his  [pastorate  there  for  a  period  of 
seven  years.  He  was  then  sent  across  the  Atlantic, 
by  th(^  London  Colonial  Missionary  Society,  to  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  and  located  at  Quebec,  and 
officiated  also  at  other  i)oints  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario.  During  the  nine  years  of  his  labors  there, 
he  was  chiefly  instiHimental  in  founding  the  Con- 
gregational College,  at  Toronto,  which  was  subse- 
quently moved  to  INIontreal.  His  last  work  in  Canada 
was  as  i)astor  in  the  city  of  St.  Gliomas,  \vhere  he  offi- 
ciated five  years. 

Mr.  W^astell  on  coming  over  into  the  States,  was 
first  stationed  at  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  where  he  remained 
five  yeai-s,  and  upon  removing  from  there,  was 
located  in  Port  Huron  for  a.  period  of  three  years. 
Thence  became  to  Clinton,  this  county,  as  pastor  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  had  married,  while 
in  England,  IVHss  Sarah  S.  Hrandey,  who  became  the 
mother  of  a  large  family,  eight  of  whom  are  still 
living'.  Mrs.  Sarah  Wastell  departed  this  life  at  St. 
Clair,  Mich.,  al)out  1870.  On  the  2(;th  of  January, 
187;5,  iNIr.  W.  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Polhemus)  Van  Tuyle.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  June  6,  1814,  and  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  fatlier,  Cornelius  Polhemus,  in 
LS.V2.  They  located  in  the  uid)roken  forest  of  Free- 
dom Township,  Washtenaw  County,  where  the 
father  secured  a  tract  of  Government  land,  a  large 
part  of  which  he  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
;  tion,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  lived  to  be  eighty-one  years  old,  and  died  in 
the  summer  of  1860.  His  wife  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Rebecca  Stevenson,  a  native  of  New  Jersey. 
She  survived  her  husband  four  years,  and  was  about 
eighty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.     Both 
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were  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Manchester,  to  the  support  of  which  they  liberally 
contributed  during  the  time  it  was  struggling  for  an 
existence.  Mr.  Polhemus  was  a  Democrat,  politi- 
cally. Their  household  included  nine  children, 
Mrs.  Wastell  being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  but  a  small  child 
when  her  parents  removed  from  New  Jersey  and 
located  in  New  York  State  before  coming  to  the 
West.  She  was  educated  there,  in  Cayuga  County, 
and  was  married  to  her  first  husband,  Adam  Van 
Tuyle,  at  Clinton  Village,  this  county.  Mr.  Van 
Tuyle  came  here  a  single  man  from  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  after  marriage  the  young  people  settled 
on  a  farm  of  200  acres  of  land  in  Manchester  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County.  Mr.  Van  T.  effected  fine 
improvements,  and  died  at  the  homestead  which  he 
had  built  up  in  the  spring  of  1870.  He  was  a  man 
of  good  business  capacities,  Democratic  in  politics, 
and  held  most  of  the  locnl  olilces.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  T.  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom 
two  are  now  deceased;  John  A.  married  Miss 
Annie  Best,  is  farming  in  Manchester  Township, 
and  is  the  parent  of  six  children ;  (xeorge  II.  mar- 
ried Miss  Frances  Sones,  and  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead ;  they  have  two  children.  Willard  D.  married 
Miss  Alta  Silvers,  and  is  carrying  on  banking  in 
Clinton. 

Mrs.  Wastell  was  left  with  a  good  property  in 
Clinton,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  desirable  home 
combining  all  the  comforts  of  life,  with  a  fair  share 
of  its  iuxu'ies.  She  has  been  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  long 
period  of  fifty  years. 
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yMLLIAM  H.  HERVEY,  a  native  of  this 
/  county,  was  born  at  his  father's  old  home- 
stead in  Adrian  Township,  Dec.  28,  1853. 
He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a  good  farm,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  enterprising  and  wide-awake 
young  citizens  of  Adrian  Township.  He  has  served 
a  full  apprenticeship  at  farm  pursuits  and  is  thor- 
oughly acquainted   with  the  methods  necessary  to 
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prosecute  his  calling  successfully,  and  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  the  well-being  of  the  peoj)le  around  him, 
encouraging  the  institutions  calculated  for  their 
advancement,  educationally,  socially  and  financially. 
Mr,  Hervey,  during  his  childhood  and  youth,  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  district  schools  in  winter  and 
worked  on  the  farm  in  summer.  He  completed  his 
education  at  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  and  has  been 
quite  prominent  in  local  affairs.  He  has  taken 
great  interest  in  the  success  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment, and  is  an  active  Prohibitionist,  having  atone 
time  been  the  candidate  of  that  part}^  for  some  of 
the  local  offices. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Russell  and  Lovisa 
(Read)  Hervey,  the  former  a  native  of  Durham, 
Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  born  Feb.  6,  1807.  He 
spent  his  last  years  in  Adrian,  passing  away  on  the 
29th  of  November,  1882,  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Hermon  Herve3^  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  22,  1783,  and  died 
Dec.  29,  1843.  He  was  the  son  of  Obed  Hervey, 
Jr..  who  was  born  Feb.  21,  1752,  and  died  in  Dur- 
ham County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  26,  1838.  The  great- 
great-grandfather,  Obed  Hervey,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
1722,  and  died  in  Durham,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  11,  1S08. 
He  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  served 
in  the  Master's  vineyard  until  placed  upon  the 
superannuated  list  He  had  married  in  early  man- 
hood Miss  Mercy  Sykes,  who  was  born  in  1731,  and 
died  in  February,  1814. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
like  his  father  before  him,  was  piously  inclined,  and 
was  a  Deacon  in  the  churcli  where  his  father 
preached ;  he  was  also  fond  of  agriculture,  and  car- 
ried on  a  farm  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Abigail  Bell,  of  that  county,  Jan.  10,  1758, 
and  departed  this  life  Aug.  11,  1817.  Hermon 
Hervey,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  bap- 
tised in  1802,  and  was  ordained  in  1808  pastor  of 
a  church  at  Durham,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
continued  twenty-one  years.  He  then  labored  in 
different  fields  until  quite  aged,  and  finally  returned 
to  Durham  to  spend  his  last  days.  He  had  a  remarka- 
ble knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  a  retentive 
memory  which  enabled  him  to  fortify  his  statements 
with  the  truths  which  were  always  at  his  command. 
He  also  was  fond  of  farm  life,  and  carried  on  agri- 
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eiilture  in  Greene  County,   where   he  accumulated 
a  line  property.     He  owned  about  700  acres  of  land 
and    had    an    interest   in    several   mills.     His    saw, 
rtouring  and  carding  mills  furnished  employment  to 
numbers  of  people  and  yielded  to  the  proprietor  a    \ 
handsome    income    aimually.      His    wife,     Hannah,    | 
daughter  of  David  Tyler,  was  born  March  24,  1784,    ; 
and  died  April  21,  1862. 

Russell  Hervey,  the  father  of  our  subject,   spent    | 
his  childhood  and  youth  after  the   manner  of   the    \ 
sons  of  pioneers,  becoming  familiar  both  with  mill-    i 
ing  and  agricultural  pursuits.    His  limited  education 
was  obtained  under  difticulties,  as  he  was  obliged  to 
walk   a  long  distance   to  the  subscription  schools.    : 
Being  fond  of  his  books,  however,    he   made   good    \ 
progress,    n,nd   commenced    teaching   when   twenty    ' 
years  of  age       He  had   inherited  the  religious  ten- 
dencies of  his  ancestors,  and  when  twenty-two  years 
of  age  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  his  na- 
tive  county.     Desirous   of   a   better   education    he 
attended    Hamilton   Seminary,   now    Madison    Uni- 
versity, and   at   the  age    of  twenty-seven   was   oi-- 
dained  as  a  minister  and  given  a  pastor's  charge  at 
Henderson,  N.  Y. 

The  first  w^ife  of  Russell  Hervey  was  the  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Miriam  (Barney)  Noyes;  she  died 
June  29,  1849.  JMr.  Hervey  was  married  a  second 
time,  Dec.  22,  1852,  to  Miss  Lovisa  Read,  a  native  ■ 
of  Albert  County,  N.  B.,  and  born  Nov.  10,  1828. 
Her  parents  were  William  and  Eunice  (Hoar)  Read, 
and  they  w^ere  married  April  29,  1819.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Rockingham,  Windham  Co.,  Vt., 
and  early  in  life  was  left  an  ori)han,  and  com[)elled 
to  provide  for  himself.  It  proved  a  good,  although 
a  severe  experience,  as  it  developed  the  self-reliance 
which  proved  the  basis  of  his  success  later  in  life. 
He  acquired  a  good  property,  and  died  March  25, 
1870,  when  eighty-two  years  of  age.  The  Read 
family  removed  from  New  Brunswick  to  Michigan 
in  1837.  Mrs.  Read  died  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, Eeb.  21,  1875,  and  was  seventy-nine  years  old. 
Russell  Hervey  was  instrumental  in  building  the 
first  church  in  Rome  Townshii),  and  has  officiated 
as  a  minister  in  this  county  for  a  period  of  forty- 
five  years.  During  this  time  he  has  officiated  at 
over  192  marriages  which  are  recorded,  besides 
(]uite  a  large  number  of  which  no  record  was  made. 


William  H.  Hervey  was  married  to  Miss  Ella, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Marsh,  Nov.  25,  1879. 
I'o  them  have  been  born  two  children — Leila,  March 
I,  1881,  and  Bertha  A.,  Nov.  23,  1882. 
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\¥  AMES  B.  DAY  is  proprietor  of  a  fine  estate 
in  Fairfield  Township,  including  300  acres 
of  valuable  land  on  section  31,  containing 
_  commodious  and  suitable  buildings,  costly 
farm  machinery  and  a  choice  assortment  of  live 
stock.  He  has  si)ent  his  entire  life  in  this  couLty, 
where  his  birth  took  place  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1844.  His  parents,  WiUiani  H.  and  Charity  E. 
(Briggs)  Day,  were  natives  of  New  York  State, 
and  after  their  marriage  came  to  tlie  Territory  of 
Michigan,  locating  in  Fairfield  Township  on  a  farm, 
wdiere  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
father  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree  in  1850,  while 
the  mother  survived  her  husband  eight  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  1858.  The  parental  household  included 
four  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  wdiom  James  B. 
was  tlie  third  in  ordi^r  of  birth. 

In  conunon  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  James 
Day  was  reared  at  the  liomestead,  attending  the 
district  school  in  winter  and  assisting  in  the  various 
farm  employments  during  the  season  of  sowing  and 
reaping.  After  i-eaching  the  twenty-fourth  year  of 
his  aiic  he  was  married,  in  Jacks(m  County,  this 
State,  Dec.  18,  i8r)8,  to  JMiss  Susan  E.,  daughter  of 
the  late  Samuel  W.  and  Eleanor  (Abbott)  Hager- 
man.  The  i)ai-ents  of  Mrs.  Day  were  natives  of 
Seneca.  County.  N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared  and 
married,  remaining  there  until  1835.  They  then 
came  to  this  county  and  resided  for  a  year  in  Fair- 
field Township,  when  they  returned  to  their  native 
State,  and  a  year  later  came  back  to  Michigan  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their  jour- 
neyings  to  and  from  the  Empire  State  were  made 
after  the  manner  of  those  days,  vvith  teams,  and 
their  lot  was  the  common  one  of  pioneers  in  a  new 
country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagerman  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  the  father  dying  Feb.  19,  1882,  and  the 
mother  Oct.  2,  1885.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children — John  8.,  Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Su- 
san E. 

The  wife    of  our  subject  was  born   in  Fairfield 
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Township,  Feb.  5,  1850,  and  passed  her  childhood 
and  youth  in  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner, 
under  her  father's  roof,  acquiring  her  education 
mostly  in  the  district  schools.  vShe  was  trained  by 
a  careful  mother  to  all  needful  housewifely  duties, 
and  is  a  fitting  companion  to  one  of  the  worthiest 
and  most  highly  respected  members  of  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Day  votes  the  straiglit  Democratic 
ticket,  but  meddles  very  little  with  politics.  He 
takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
people  around  him,  and  has  served  his  township  as 
Highway  Commissioner.  His  farm  is  conducted  in 
a  thorough  and  skillful  manner,  and  although  com- 
parativelj^  young  in  years  he  has  the  fine  prospect 
of  a  competence  in  his  old  age. 

<|i  JJ^ILBER  WE8T.  Foremost  among  the  skilled 
\/jJt  ^I'tisans  of  Lenawee  County  is  the  gentle- 
W^  m^^in  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch;  his  reputation  as  a  master  car[)enter  and 
joiner  extends  far  beyond  the  limits  of  this  town- 
ship. He  also  possesses  considerable  ability  as  an 
architect,  and  being  a  good  draughtsman,  is  ena- 
bled to  make  plans  for  any  kind  of  structure  that 
he  may  be  called  on  to  build. 

Mr.  West  was  l)orn  in  Norwich,  Oxford  County, 
Ontario,  Canada,  Feb.  2»),  18*27,  and  is  the  youngest 
but  one  of  his  parents'  Inrge  family  of  children. 
His  father,  Benjamin  West,  was  born  in  Dutchess 
Count3%  N.  Y.,  Nov.  14,  1782,  and  married,  Aug. 
14,  1806,  Miss  Polly  Disbrow,  a  native  of  New 
York.  After  marriage  Mi*.  West  Settled  in  his  na- 
tive county,  following  the  occupation  of  a  farmer, 
and  in  the  ^-ear  1823  he  removed  with  his  growing 
family  to  Oxford  County,  Ontario,  Canada.  After 
living  under  British  rule  twenty-one  years  he  re- 
turned with  his  family  to  tlie  United  States,  travel- 
ing by  slow  stages  in  an  emigrant  wagon,  and  at 
length  arriving  at  Adrian,  on  the  28th  of  Mcay, 
1844,  and  soon  after  settling  on  section  36  of  Raisin 
Township.  The  face  of  the  country  presented  a 
very  different  appearance  from  what  it  does  to-day, 
as  a  great  deal  of  the  land  was  unbroken,  and  large 
tracts  of  the  primitive  forest  were  still  standing, 
though  the  country  was  by  no  means   uninhabited. 


Here,  in  the  home  that  they  had  planted  in  the  wil- 
derness, the  father  and  mother  ended  their  days  of 
toil,  her  death  occurring  Jan.  81,  1849,  while  the 
husband  survived  until  Oct.  6,  1858.  In  religion, 
Mrs.  West  was  a  Baptist  and  Mr.  West  was  a  Qua- 
ker, while  in  politics  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
a  sturdy  advocate  of  the  policy  of  that  party.  They 
were  much  respected  in  the  community.  They  had 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  and  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Mary  married  Niles  Bowerman ;  Abraham  married 
Amanda  Westgate;  Briggs  married  Polly  Farling, 
who  died,  and  he  was  again  married,  to  Mrs;  Han- 
nah White;  Hulet  married  Eliza  Coftin;  and  Wilber; 
all  reside  in  this  township. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  in  his  native 
place,  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  educational  ad- 
vantages afforded  by  the  town,  and  at  seventeen 
3'ears  of  age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  land,  and  did 
other  farm  work  until  about  1850,  when  he  and  his 
bi'other  Hulet  bought  260  acres  of  unbroken  land, 
which  they  farmed  together  with  good  results  vnitil 
the  year  1870,  and  then  divided  it  and  discontinued 
the  partnership  which  had  continued  so  long  to  the 
advantage  of  both.  His  farm  contains  ninety  acres 
of  well-improved  land  <m  section  36  of  Raisin 
Township,  and  forty  acres  in  Blissfield  Township. 
Notwithstanding  the  demands  of  his  other  l)usiness, 
Mr.  West  has  not  neglected  the  cultivation  of  this 
farm,  whereon  he  has  erected  neat,  substantial  farm 
buildings  and  a  pleasant  dwelling. 

^¥hen  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  Mr.  West 
made  a  new  departure,  turning  his  attention  to  car- 
pentering, as  at  that  time  there  was  a  great  demand 
foi"  carpenters  and  other  artisans  in  the  county.  He 
possessed  a  natural  aptitude  foi'  mechanics,  and 
without  serving  an  apprenticeship,  he  soon  became 
quite  expert  in  his  new  calling,  becoming  in  time 
one  of  the  most  skilled  mechanics  in  the  county. 
His  services  were  always  in  great  demand,  and  he 
has  built  about  every  kind  of  structure  made  of 
timber.  From  1872  to  1878  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Chicago  (fe  West  Michigan  Railroad  (Jo.  as 
bridge  builder  and  constructor  of  stations,  tanks, 
etc.  He  finally  became  master  carpenter,  and  often 
had  several  men  in  his  employ.     Many  of  the   fine 
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Residence  or  Geo. RoHRBACK  ,  Sec.  28.  Ogden    Township. 


Residence  of  Geo.Garling,5ec.31.  Medina  Township. 


Residence  OF  J.  B.  Hood, Sec.  18.  Madison  Township. 
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residences  of  this  coiiiity  were  constructed  under 
his  supervision. 

Mr.  West  was  married,  July  3,  1847,  in  Raisin 
Township,  to  Miss  Comfort  C,  daughter  of  Johu 
S.  and  Deborah  (Green)  Wells,  natives  of  New 
York.  They  came  to  IMIchigan  in  1838,  and  lo- 
cated in  Raisin  Township,  where  Mr.  Wells  became 
actively  engaged  as  a  lumber  merchant  and  farmer. 
They  Avere  influential  mend)ers  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  are  now  deceased.  The  record  of  their 
children  is  as  follows:  Content  married  Reuhen 
Hall,  and  is  a  widow,  living  in  New  York;  James 
married  Mary  Ann  Patton,  and  lives  in  Adrian. 
Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  June 
t,  1830,  and  was  educated  under  her  |)arents'  super- 
vision, receiving  a  careful  home  training,  which 
well  fitted  her  for  the  duties  of  wife  and  mother. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West  have  been  boi'u  eight 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  liv- 
ing are:  Deborah,  wife  of  Ilenry  Fetterman,  resid- 
ing in  Blissfield;  James  A.,  who  married  Emilv 
Tarbell,  and  lives  in  Fremont,  Neb.;  Angelia,  the 
wife  of  E.  R.  Kamp,  living  in  Palmyra  Township 
on  a  farm;  Ida,  the  wife  of  David  Bornoir,  a  farmer 
of  Raisin  Township,  and  Adella  and  Alonzo,  who 
reside  at  home  witli  thc^r  parents. 

Mr,  West  has  served  two  terms  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  one  term  as  Highwa}^  Commissioner,  and  is 
now  serving  his  second  term  as  Drain  (Jommissioner. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


NDREW  J.  HOOD,  a  highly  respected 
(S^yul  member  of  the  farming  comnnuiity  of 
llfu^  Adrian  Township,  like  many  of  his  neigh- 
bors, came  from  the  Empire  State  when  a 
3Mjung  man,  and  assisted  in  the  development  of 
this  section  of  the  country.  He  was  born  in  Ridge- 
way,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  23,  18*2().  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Nancy  (P>eers)  Hood,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa., 
n  1782,  and  the  latter  in  M(n'ristown,  N.  J.,  in 
1792.  John  Hood,  tlie  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  son  of  George  Hood,  a  resident  of 
the  Keystone  State.    Mrs,  Nancy  Hood,  the  mother 


of  Andrew  J.,  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mar- 
garet (McMurty)  Beers,  who  were  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. Jolui  Hood  and  his  wife  spent  their  last 
years  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  whither  the  former 
had  gone  in  1810,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Western  New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  four  1)()ys  and  three  girls,  of  wdiom 
xVndrew.  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is  tlie  sixth  in 
order  of  birth.  John  Hood  died  Dec.  22.  1831, 
and  his  wife  in  Decendjer,  18G0.  They  were  among 
the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  community 
in  which  they  [)assed  the  most  of  their  lives. 

The    subject     of     this    i)ersonal    biography    was 
wiiviid    beneath    his  father's'  roof,  and  received   his 
primary    education    in    the    district    schools  of  his 
native  county,  which    wns   sui)plemented    by  an  at- 
tendance  at  the  Millviile  and  Albion  Academies,  in 
;    the  Emi)ire  State.     He  came  to  this  county  when  a 
voung   man  of   twenty-four  yeais  of  age,  and   here 
\    made  his  permanent  home.      He  had  i)reviously  vis- 
'    ited  the    State   in    184G,  but  returned  to  New  York 
!    State  to  comi)lete   his  prei)arations  for  his  removal. 
In  1850    he  took   possession   of  the  land    which   he 
r.ow    owns,   and   the  conditions   of    whicli    were   in 
i    marked  contrast   to    the    pieseut.      Upon  it  stood  a 
I    rude   cabin    built  of  logs   after  the  most  ja-imitive 
I    fashion,   but    Mr.    Hood,    not   long   after  his  settle- 
I    ment,    i)ut   up  a  substantial   stone   dwelling-house, 
!    and  added  other  improvements   as   tim(^   ])assed   on 
i    and  as  his  means  justified.      He  brought  his  land  to 
\    a  high   state   of  cultivation,  and  kei)t  pace  with  his 
i    neighbors,   and    was  finally    rewarded  with  a  hand- 
some income  as  the  result  of  his  labors. 

On    the    IDth   of  June,    185G,    our    subject    was 
I    united    in   marriage   with   IMiss   Mary    S.   Knight,  a 
I    daughter   of    William    Knight    of    this    county,    a 
sketch    of    whom   will   be    found    elsewhere   in    this 
volume.     The  3'oung  i)eo[)le  settled  down  comfort- 
ably  together  on   their   farm,  and  in  due  time  were 
:    the    happy   parents  of    six    children :  Their    eldest 
i    daughter,    Ella   H.,  married    Rev.  Lyman  E.  Davis, 
\    a  clergyman  of   the   Protestant  Methodist   Church, 
;    who  is  now   lo(3ated  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the 
mother  of  live  children,  of  whom  but  two  are  liv- 
ing; Charles  J.,   the    eldest   son   of   Mv,   and    Mrs. 
:    Hood,  received  a  fine  education,  and  is  now  a  prac- 
I    ticing-  physician;  he  attended  Adrian  College,   and    W 
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the  Business  College  of  Bryant  &  Sons,  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  completed  his  studies  in  the  raedicnl 
department  of  the  Michigan  State  University,  and 
is  a  post-graduate  of  the  class  of  1887.  William 
H.  Hood  is  also  a  practicing  physician,  a  graduate 
from  Adrian  College  and  the  Michigan  Stnte  Uni- 
versity, and  is  located  at  Battle  Mountain,  Nev. ; 
Herbert  N.  is  following  closely  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  brother,  being  studious  and  energetic;  he  is 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  family  homestead.  Bertie 
L.  is  attending  Adrian  College  and  preparing  for 
a  higher  course;  Arthur  eJ.,  the  youngest  child,  is 
still  attending  the  district  schools.  The  children 
form  an  unusually  bright  and  interesting  family 
group,  of  which  the  parents  may  justly  be  proud. 
Mr.  Hood  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Congregational  Church,  with 
which  they  have  been  identified  for  the  past  thirty 
years.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  IVIr.  Hood 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Knowles- 
ville,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  has  led  a  consistent 
Christian  life  ever  since.  The  farm  is  pleasantly 
located  and  with  its  beautiful  surroundings  forms 
one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  Adrian  Town- 


ship. 
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^^DDISON  P.  HALLADAY  is  too  well 
(((g/Lil|  known  in  the  section  where  he  resides  to 
li^-  need  special  introduction  on  our  part,  be- 
ing one  of  the  mau}^  successful  farmers 
characterizing  the  community  of  which  he  is  an  in- 
tegral part.  His  property  includes  116  acres  on 
section  6,  in  Clinton  Township,  and  lies  along  the 
Chicago  turnpike,  the  popular  and  most  extensively 
traveled  thoroughfare  of  that  region.  Most  of  the 
land  is  under  the  plow  and  in  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

Locating  here  in  1864,  time  enough  has  elapsed 
for  the  maturing  of  early  plans  in  building  up  a 
home  to  his  native  tastes  and  likings,  and  this  Mr. 
Hallada}'  has  accomplished  in  an  admirable  nuui- 
ner.  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  place  of  his 
birth,  which  occurred  Nov.  I,  1827.  His  father, 
James  Halladay,  was  also  a  Yonker  l)y  birth,  nnd  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  latter,  for  the  l|)artner 
of  his  joys  and  sharer  of  his  sorrows,  selected  Miss 


Pnrmelia  Bigelow,  who  also  first  saw  the  li<^ht  in 
;  old  Ontario  County.  'J'he  elder  Mr.  Halladay  de- 
\  pnrted  this  life  at  his  home,  Dec.  28,  1 880.  The 
i  mother  of  our  subject  still  survives.  Her  pi'esent 
i  home  is  with  her  daughter  in  Washtenaw  County, 
;  this  State,  aiid  she  has  now  arrived  at  the  advanced 
I    age  of  eighty-three  yeors. 

I  James  Halladay,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
personal  memoir,  came  to  Michigan  in  186^5,  and 
located  in  Washtenaw  County,  where  he  becanu; 
the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  Bridgewater  Township. 
He  was  a  Republican,  politically,  and  with  his  es- 
timable wife,  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Congregational  Churcli.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  Addison  was  the  eldest 
son  and  second  child.  One  daughter  died  Dec.  2;"), 
1858. 

Our  subject  was   reared   ui)on   a   farm,  and    was 
first  married  in  the  township  of  his  nativity  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Howland,  a  native  of  Massachusetts.     She 
came   to  ^Hcliigan    with    her  parents  when  a  cliild 
three  years  of  age,  and  all  located  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship, where  the  family  remained  until  near  the  time 
of    the    daughter's    marriage,  when    they   returned 
east  as  far  as  Manchester,  Ontario  Co.,N.  Y.,  where 
the  parents  spent  their  last  days.     Soon  after  their 
arrival  there,  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  wedded, 
and  after  making  their   home  temporarily  with  the 
latter's  i)arents.  until  the  death  of   both   father  and 
:    mother,    tw^o    years    later,    Mr.    Halladay    and    his 
•    wife  set  out  for  Michigan,  landing  first  in  Bi'ooklyn 
I    Township,  Jackson    Count}'.     They   I'emained  resi- 
!    dents  of  that  section  for  about  six   yeai-s,  and    then 
I    removed  to  their  present  location.     Of  their  union 
^    there  was  l)orn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halladay  one  child, 
I    a  son,  whom    they   named    Horace,  and    who,  after 
I    reaching  manhood,  sought   and    won    the   hand   of 
I    Miss  Lilla  Crane,  and  resides  in  Manchester  Town- 
shii),  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
hnsl)andry,  like  his  ancestors. 

Being  left  a  widow(»r-  in  early  life,  what  was  more 
natural  and  i)roi)er  than  that  the  fatlier  of  Horace 
Halladay  should  sehict  another  life  companion, 
which  he  did  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Rosetta  (Marks) 
Chamberlain.  Her  [)arents,  Nehemiah  and  Cla- 
rissa (Palineter)  Marks,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Connecticut   and    Vermont,  and    were  married   in 
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South  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They  engaged  there  in 
farming  pursuits  and  died  in  Cuyahoga  County. 
They  were  most  excellent  Christian  people,  and 
each  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
Their  daughter  Rosetta,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
continued  under  the  home  roof  until  her  first  mar- 
riage, with  Charles  Chamberlain,  in  Oliio.  After 
their  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  took  u}) 
their  residence  in  Dallas  County,  Iowa,  and  became 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Charles  1)..  who  married 
Miss  Estella  Tryon,  of  Bedford,  Ohio,  in  which 
place  he  is  now  engaged  with  the  Buckeye  Oil  Fac- 
tory. Mr.  Chamberlain  died  in  Iowa.  Jan.  6,  185G. 
INIr.  and  Mrs.  Halladay  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  all  sons:  Cebert  M.,  who  married  Miss  Ra- 
chel Post,  resides  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  Township, 
and  Oscar  H.  and  Herman,  wdio  are  efficient  teach- 
ers in  the  district  schools.  The  parents  are  sincere 
and  worthy  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
In  his  political  convictions,  jNIr.  Malladjiy  coincides 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  deposits  his  l)nllot 
for  the  candidates  offered  by  that  organization. 


^N 


f  AMES  H.  GREEN.  The  life  of  a  good  man 
I  sheds  its  infiuence  further  than  can  be  com- 
puted by  mere  time  and  distance.  We  may 
not  be  able  to  enumerate  his  nets  or  give  ex- 
presson  to  the  form  they  take,  but,  like  the  gentle 
summer  rains,  they  work  silently  and  with  dec]) 
effect.  The  subject  of  this  narrative,  although 
never  leading  an  army  to  battle,  or  storming  a  fort, 
has  labored  unostentatiously  and  with  a  purpose  in 
life,  and  the  people  among  whom  he  has  lived  have 
been  better  for  his  existence:  such  is  their  general 
verdict,  given  unsolicited. 

Mr.  Green  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life, 
having  been  born  Feb.  28,  1840,  in  F^airfield  Town- 
ship, and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Eliza  (McCon- 
nell)  Green,  of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  Aliutm.  He  was  reared  at  the  home- 
stead in  Fairfield  Township,  receiving  a  fair  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school,  and  continued  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Then, 
desiring  to  see  something  of  the  Western  country, 


he  started  for  Cahfornia,  via  the  Isthmus,  and 
ui)on  reaching  the  Pacific  Slope  engaged  in  mining 
for  about  two  and  one-half  years,  with  quite  satis- 
factory results. 

Mr.  Green,  upon  returning  to  Michigan,  invested 
a  part  of  his  capital  in  100  acres  of  land  on  section 
27.  Fairfield  Townsliip,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home  and  given  his  attention  to  its  improvement 
and  cultivation.  The  residence  is  a  handsome  and 
substantial  structure,  and  the  various  other  build- 
ings appertaining  to  the  farm  are  highly  creditable 
to  the  taste  and  good  sense  of  the  proprietor. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Green,  in  company  with  Henry  C. 
Pratt,  erected  a  cheese  factory  on  his  land,  which 
the  partners  have  since  operated  with  excellent  re- 
sults, turning  out  about  650  pounds  of  cheese  per 
day  during  the  season.  jMr.  Green  also  made  a 
further  purchase  of  land,  being  now  the  owner  of 
KM  acres,  twenty  of  which  is  valual)le  timber  land. 
His  farming  operations  have  l)een  conducted  in  a 
thorough  and  skillful  manner,  and  he  ranks  among 
the  solid  and  relial)le  men  of  Fairfield  Towniship. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  Fairfield  Township,  March  1,  1867,  was  formerly 
Miss  Clarissa,  daughter  of  I).  C.  and  Margaret 
(Force)  Salsbury,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came 
to  Southern  Michigan  in  1840.  They  arv  mm  de- 
ceased, the  father  dying  in  1847  and  the  mother  in 
1867.  Mr.  and  INIj'S.  (Treen  have  lived  upon  their 
jiresent  farm  since  their  marriage.  The  household 
circle  includes  five  interesting  and  intelligent  chil- 
dren, namely:  Hartie  E.,  Florence  C,  James  B., 
Bessie  and  l>urt.  .Air.  (xreen  i)olitically.  is  a  con- 
scientious Rei)ublican,  and  with  his  excellent  lady,  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church. 
When  we  say  that  his  word  is  considered  as  good 
as  his  bond  among  the  people  wdio  have  known  him 
all  his  life,  further  comment  is  unnecessary. 


-M-^i 
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AVID  (ZANDER,  late  a  resident  of  Madi- 
son Township,  where  he  was  favorably 
known  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
years,  was  born  in  F^ranklin  County,  Ohio, 
in  1818,  where  he  spent  the  years  of  his  early  man- 
hood, and  came  to  Michigan  in  April,  1866.    Helo- 
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eated  upon  a  tract  of  improver!  land  in  Madison 
Township,  where  he  spent  the  last  years  of  a  well 
ordered  and  praiseworthy  life,  his  decease  occurring 
July  7,   1880. 

When  twenty-four  years  of  age  Mr.  Gander  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susannah  Hampshire, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Putnam  County,  Ohio,  May  26,  1842.  Mrs. 
Gander  was  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  Stote, 
where  she  was  born  in  Perry  County,  June  22. 
1828.  Her  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  Hamp- 
shire, were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  subse- 
quently removed  to  Ohio,  where  they  spent  their 
last  years.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gander 
settled  in  Putnam  County,  whence  they  afterward 
removed  to  Allen  County,  and  from  there  to  the 
West.  Mrs.  Gander  bravely  stood  by  tlie  side  of 
her  husband  while  he  labored  to  secure  a  home  and 
a  comfortable  living  for  his  family.  The  tie  be- 
tween them  was  strengthened  by  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  eight  are  now  livingand  recorded 
as  follows:  Martha  E.,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of 
Ebenezer  Hunt,  and  a  resident  of  Cherokee  County, 
Kan.;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Edward  Reed,  resides  with  her 
husband  on  a  farm  in  Madison  Township;  Samuel 
married  INHss  Irene  Childs,  and  is  also  farming  in 
this  township;  Peter  W.  married  Miss  Sophia  Saun- 
ders, and  is  farming  in  Dover  Township;  Samantlia 
is  the  wife  of  Lucius  F.  Allis,  a  successful  agricult- 
urist of  Madison  Township,  who  is  referred  to  in 
the  sketch  of  E.  P.  Allis  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Maria  E. ;  Dorothy  E.,  Mrs.  George  F.  Smith,  is  the 
wife  of  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Dover  Township; 
and  Annie  A.  The  children  of  Mi\  Gander  were 
fairly  educated,  and  grew  up  in  possession  of  those 
qualities  which  have  constituted  them  worthy  and 
reputable  citizens. 

David  Gander  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way 
without  ostentation,  simply  performing  his  duties 
creditably  as  a  husband,  father  and  meml)er  of  the 
communit3^  He  was  uniformly  industrious,  up- 
right and  high-minded,  and  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a  comfortable  pro|)erty,  leaving  to  his  widow 

115  acres  of  valuable  land,  supplied  with  suitable 
farm  buildings  and  good  stock.  Mrs.  Gander  has 
been  in  all  respects  the  worthy  helpmeet  of  her  hus- 

)and,  assisting  him  in  building  up  the  homestead, 


and  encouraging  him  in  all  good  works  and  pur- 
poses. She  is  a  lady  greatly  respected  among  her 
neighbors,  and  has  been  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 


(X 
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ILLIAM  WHELAN  is  an  old  and  highly 
respected  settler,  and  a  very  successful  gen- 
eral farmer,  who  came  to  the  township  of 
Franklin,  Lenawee  County,  in  1833,  where  he  has 
since  lived  on  section  15,  buying  at  that  time  some 
sixty  acres  of  unbroken  land.  This  he  has  devel- 
oped into  a  valuable  farm,  and  placed  upon  it  a 
first-class  residence  and  farm  buildings. 

Mr.  Whelan  was  born  in  Verona  Township), 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  6,  18()(),  and  is  the  only 
child  living  of  a  family  of  ten,  seven  sons  and  threi^ 
daughters,  born  to  Eli  and  Desiah  (Bee]»e)  Whelan, 
natives  of  Vermont.  After  their  marriage,  his  par- 
ents settled  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  whence,  some 
time  later,  they  removed  to  Clarkson  l\)wnship, 
Monroe  County,  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
that  section  of  Western  Kew  York.  The  father  was 
drafted  durhig  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  the 
service  about  its  close.  His  wife  came  to  Michigan 
with  her  children,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son 
John,  in  Franklin  Township,  some  years  later,  at 
about  eighty  years  of  age.  Our  subject  was  quite 
young  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
afterward  earned  his  own  livelihood  among  stran- 
gers until  his  marriage  in  Clarkson,  Monroe  County, 
Jan.  1,  1828,  to  Miss  Emily  Joslyn,  who  was  born 
in  the  township  of  Sangersfield,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  8,  1809. 

Mrs.  Whelan  is  the  daughter  of  Peleg  and  Cyn- 
tliia  (Moore)  Joslyn,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  moved  to 
Monroe  County  in  1815,  where  they  improved  a 
new  farm  in  Clarkson  Townshiii.  The  mother  died 
in  that  townshi})  in  middle  life,  and  the  father  after- 
ward removed  to  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  there  died 
advanced  in  yi-ars.  Mrs.  Whelan  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Mrs.  W.  and  t4W0  brothers  are  the 
only  ones  now  living.  She  is  tlie  mother  of  seven 
children,  two  of   whom   are  deceased.     The   living 
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;n-e.  Eliza,  the  wife  of  neorae  Allen:  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Fiske  Beebe;  Nfincy.  the  wife  of  Francis 
Erskine;  Enieline,  the  wife  of  William  A.  Wisner; 
all  farnrers  of  Franklin  Township.  Hosetta  and  hei" 
hnsband,  Eorenzu  Billington.  reside  on  and  operate 
the  homestead  of  Mr.  W.  llie  deceased  are  Lettie 
and  Jane. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Whelan  is  a  Pr()hil»itionist.  He 
is  a  good,  upright  man,  and  with  his  wife  is  ])e- 
loved  and  resi)ected  by  all  who  know  them. 


-^"^#1' 


\f  AMES  GREEN  foi*  the  last  fifty  years  has 
been  pnrsning  the  even  tenor  of  his  Avay  as 
a  peaceable  and  industrious  citizen  of  Fair- 
i^l'  field  Township,  with  whose  people  he  cast  his 
lot  m  the  spring  of  18^8.  His  early  home  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  where  his  birth  took  place  in  1801).  He 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  upon  his  native  soil, 
engaged  in  farming  m  a  small  way,  and  was  there 
married.  May  3,  1  830,  to  one  of  his  own  country- 
women. His  write,  formerly  INHss  Eliza  iMcCormell, 
was  born  not  far  from  the  childhood  home  of  her 
h u  sb an  d ,  J u  n  e  26,  1 814. 

In  the  spring  of  1831,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  de- 
termined to  seek  their  fortunes  in  America,  and 
bidding  adieu  to  the  scenes  of  their  childhood  and 
the  friends  by  w4iom  they  had  been  surrounded 
since  their  birth,  they  gathered  together  their  per- 
sonal effects  and  boarded  a  sailing-vessel  bound 
from  Liverpool  to  tlie  city  of  (Quebec,  wdiere  they 
arrived  five  weeks  later.  They  crossed  the  borikn- 
and  settled  in  Clinton  County,  in  the  Empire  State, 
where  they  lived  six  years,  and  then  removed  to  a 
point  near  the  city  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  G. 
engaged  in  work  on  the  Erie  Canal.  This  venture 
not  proving  entirely  satisfactory,  a  year  later  they 
proceeded  farther  wx\stward,  and  coming  into  this 
county,  located  on  a  tract  of  land  on  section  33, 
Fairfield  To^vnship,  where  they  have  since  made 
their  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  had  much  to  contend  with 
during  the  first  years  of  their  residence  in  the 
young  State  of  Michigan,  but  they  had  come  to 
stay,    and    were    prepared    for   every    emei'gency. 


They  endured  cheerfully  their  enforced  hardhliips 
and  were  willing  to  labor  and  practice  economy  for 
the  sake  of  l)uilding  up  a  comfoi'table  home  for 
themselves  and  their  children.  The  household  cir- 
cle was  completed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  four  died  in  childhood,  namely:  Rachel, 
Jacob,  Robert  and  William.  Eliza  lived  to  years 
of  womanhood  luid  became  the  wife  of  Edwin 
Smith;  she  died  at  her  home  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Aug.  20,  1871.  Those  surviving  are:  James  H., 
Sylvester,  Rachel  S.,  W  illiam  E.  and  George. 

James  H.  married  Clarissa  Salsbnry:  Sylvester 
married  Miss  L.  Catlin,  who  died  Jan.  8,  1879,  after 
which  he  took  to  wife  Eliza  C^atlin,  a  sister  of  the 
first  wife,  who  also  died,  Sept.  6,  1887;  Rachel  be- 
came the  wife  of  Richard  Miller;  William  E.  mar- 
ried Amelia  Smith,  and  George  married  Fannie 
Allen,  all  living  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  with 
the  exception  of  Rachel,  who  lives  in  Tuscola 
County. 

iMr.  and  Mrs.  Green  early  in  life  identified  them- 
selves with  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  they 
have  long  been  honored  and  consistent  members; 
and  in  politics  Mr.  G.  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jacob  and 
Rachel  (Palmer)  Green,  were  of  Irish  birth  and 
parentage,  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  na- 
tive connty.  Mrs.  Green  w^as  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Eliza  (Farr)  McConnell,  who  were  born 
in  County  Antrim,  L-eland,and  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1831.  The  father  died  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  about 
LS38,  in  middle  life,  and  the  mother  subsequently 
came  to  her  daughter,  in  this  county,  and  died  in 
Palmyra  Township;  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  cemetery  at  Fairfield. 


^^^  HELDON  WYMAN.  This  gentleman,  a 
^^^^  little  past  the  prime  of  life,  has  retired 
"^l^^  from  active  labor,  and  is  now  enjoying  the 
^ —  fruits  of  his  early  industry.  He  began  to 
take  up  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  life  at  an 
early  age,  and  was  blessed  with  good  health  and 
strength  wdiich  are  preserved  in  a  remarkable  man- 
ner, and  finely  illustrate  the  correct  habits  of  life 
to  which  he  has  been  reared.  He  came  to  the 
southern  part  of  Lenawee  County  in  April,  1834, 
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vvlieii  a  young  man  twenty  year.<  of  age  and  ready 
to  enter  upon  his-  future  career.  Me  was  adapted 
to  farm  i)ursuits  both  by  nature  and  training,  and 
had  no  desire  for  other  than  a  country  life.  He 
has  availed  himself  of  all  the  advantages  to  culti- 
vate the  soil  and  carry  on  agriculture  by  the  most 
approved  methods,  and  the  result  is  a  comfortable 
home  and  a  competency. 

Mr.  Wyman  is  of  New  I^^ngland  birth  and  i)jirent- 
a«-e,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Rupert,  Ben-^ 
ninoton  Co.,  Vt.,  March  20,  1814.  While  a  lad 
his  parents  removed  to  New  York  State  and  locatcnl 
near  Shelby,  Orleans  County,  where  they  resided 
about  nine  years.  They  afterward  took  up  their 
residence  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  where  our  sidj- 
ject  remained  until  the  spring  of  1834,  and  before 
his  marriage  started  for  the  West.  Mis  wedding 
took  place  in  Fairfield  Township,  this  county,  on 
the  3d  of  November,  1836.  The  hidy  chosen  for 
his  life  companion  was  Miss  Lydia  Carpenter,  who 
was  born  in  Shelby,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  4, 
1817. 

Mr.  AVjanan  had  already  prepared  a  home  for  his 
bride,  having  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  20,  in  Fairfield  Township,  where  he  put  up 
a  log  house  and  began  to  clear  and  imjn'ove  his 
purchase.  His  head  was  pre-eminently  what  people 
now  denominate  '^  level,"  and  he  seemed  from  the 
first  to  do  just  what  was  best  at  the  right  time  and 
place.  Mis  course  was  marked  by  steady  progress, 
and  he  Wcas  soon  enabled  to  add  ninety  acres  to  his 
first  purchase  and,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  added 
180  acres  more  and  becanje  quite  an  extensive 
land-holder.  When,  however,  he  found  himself 
starting  down  the  hill  of  life  he  disposed  of  all  but 
108  acres  of  his  real  estate  and  began  taking  life 
easier,  with  less  care  and  lighter  labor.  Me  hns 
never  been  willing  to  leave  the  old  homestead, 
however,  and  takes  deep  satisfaction  in  superin- 
tending the  operations  and  labor  performed  by 
younger  hands.  He  has  served  in  his  township  jis 
Overseer  of  the  Poor  and,  with  his  estiinal)le  wife, 
has  materially  assisted  in  building  up  the  Old-School 
Baptist  Church  of  this  section,  of  which  they  were 
among  the  earliest  members  and  with  which  the}^ 
still  continue. 

The  living  children  of   Mr.  and   Mrs.    Wyman, 

.^ -« ^ , ^ 


with  one  exception,  are  residents  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, and  all  married  and  located  in  comfortable 
homes  of  their  own.  They  are  named  respectively, 
James  M.,  Thomas  J.,  Peter;  Candace,  now  the  wife 
of  D.  ^^^  Hickman,  and  a  resident  of  Delaware 
County,  Ind.;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  John  E.  Mason; 
Alonzo,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Isaiah  Reynolds. 
Two  others  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  \Yyman  came  with  her  parents  to  I^enawee 
County  in  1833,  the  year  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
her  husband.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Catharine  (Striker)  Carpenter,  natives  of  New 
York,  both  of  whom  passed  to  their  long  home 
years  ago.  She  shared  with  her  husband  his  toils 
and  labors,  and  equally  with  him  en  joys  the  respect 
of  all  who  know  her.  The  homestead  which  they 
have  occupied  so  many  years  is  an  object  of  great 
attachment  to  them,  as  may  be  supposed,  and  a 
place  which  has  always  been  a  pleasant  resort  for 
tlieir  children  and  the  scores  of  friends  whom  they 
have  gathered  around  them  during  a  long  and 
worthy  life. 

\f7  LIKE  N.  DAMON,  proprietor  of  a  millinery 
I  (@  '^"^^  fancy  goods  establishment  on  Maumee 
JLj^^  street,  Adrian,  is  contributing  his  quota  to 
the  industrial  and  trade  interests  of  the  city,  where 
he  began  business  in  the  winter  of  1853.  He  was 
the  pioneer  in  his  present  business,  and  during  the 
thirty-four  years  in  wdiich  he  has  had  dealings  with 
the  people  of  Adrian  he  has  gained  a  sure  foothold 
in  their  esteem  and  confidence.  He  commenced  in 
a  modest  way,  and  his  course  has  been  steadily  on- 
ward, nntil  he  now  commands  an  extensive  and 
profitable  trade,  find  has  secured  a  competence  for 
his  old  age. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  among 
the  hills  of  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  near  the  town 
of  Fitzwilliam,  where  his  birth  took  place  Feb.  19, 
1 822.  His  parents,  I^uther  and  Sybil  (Fisk)  Damon, 
w^ere  also  natives  of  the  Old  Granite  State,  where 
the  father  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life  w^as 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  cut  dow^i 
in  the  prime  of  life,  his  death  taking  place  at 
Fitzwilliam  when  he  was  forty-nine  years  of  age. 
The    mother   survived    her    husband    thirty-three 
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years,  her  death  taking  place  at  Dana,  jMmss.,  when 
she  was  eighty-i'onr  years  old.  Their  family  in- 
cluded eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters, 
of  whom  but  thr(ie  besides  our  subject  survive,  and 
are  residents,  two  of  New  Hampshire,  and  one  of 
Vermont. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  third  child  and 
eldest  son  of  his  parents,  and  in  early  years  gained 
a  good  knowdedge  of  mercantile  business.  While 
still  a  child  he  was  made  acquainted  with  the  hard- 
ships of  life,  beginning  the  struggle  in  earnest  when 
seven  years  old,  and  earning  wlnitever  he  could  at 
different  kinds  of  work.  When  ten  years  old  he 
entered  a  store  as  clerk,  and  continued  with  one 
employer  seven  years.  He  followed  this  occupa- 
tion until  reaching  his  majority,  in  the  meantime 
living  economically,  and  saving  what  he  could  of 
his  earnings.  He  then  set  up  a  country  store  for 
himself  in  his  mitive  town,  and  carried  on  business 
until  1853,  Avhen  he  determined  to  see  what  there 
was  for  him  in  the  West. 

Mr.  Damon  made  his  way  directly  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Michigan,  and  invested  his  capital  in 
a  stock  of  millinery,  opening  his  store  in  Adrian  on 
Maumee  street,  where  he  continued  five  years. 
Then,  being  obliged  to  enlarge  his  establishment  and 
bring  about  better  conveniences  for  his  increasing 
trade,  he  removed  to  his  present  location.  No.  2i) 
Maumee  street,  wdiere  for  fifteen  years  lie  has  pur- 
sued the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  each  season  adding 
to  his  list  of  patrons,  and  keeping  himself  well 
posted  upon  the  minor  details  which  affect  in  so 
great  a  manner  the  success  of  any  business.  He  is 
considered  thoroughly  reliable,  and  rightly  judges 
that  in  his  business,  as  in  most  others,  his  mode  of 
action  is  far  more  effective  than  words.  In  this 
respect  liis  record  is  unimpeachable,  and  his  word 
is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  carries  a 
well-selected  stock  of  everything  pertaining  to  his 
line  of  trade,  and  his  long  experience  has  given 
him  a  good  insight  into  the  needs  of  the  people. 
The  fixtures  are  of  first-class  description,  and  the 
store  in  all  its  appointments  bears  the  air  of  thrift 
and  prosperity,  and  furnishes  employment  for  five 
clerks. 

Mr.  Damon,  while  a  resident  of  New  Hampshire, 
was  united  in  marrriage  with  Miss  Esther  I.  Wales, 


the  we(hling  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
Nov.  lo,  1843.  Mrs.  Damon  is  the  daughter  of 
dacol)  and  Sylvia  A.  (Ramsdell)  Wales,  descendants 
of  old  iMassachusetts  families,  and  their  household 
included  four  children.  The  only  child  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Damon  is  a  daughter,  Edwina,  born  Jan. 
2S,  IS48,  and  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Ayers,  of  Adrian. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Adrian,  in 
which  Mr.  Damon  has  officiated  as  Trustee  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years  and  still  holds  the  offices  of 
Steward  and  l^reasurer.  He  has  always  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  the  progress  of  his  adopted  city, 
and  has  never  been  bfickward  in  contributing  his 
time,  means  and  infiuence  in  the  furtherance  of 
those  projects    calculated  to  insure  its    well-being. 


fl  OSEPH  EXELBY.  One  of  the  prettiest  vil- 
lage homes  in  Britton  is  occupied  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  erected  his  resi- 
1  deuce  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  has  since 
been  gradually  adding  the  embellishments  which 
have  made  it  so  valuable  and  attractive.  He  has, 
the  greater  part  of  liis  life,  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing pursuits,  but  at  the  date  mentioned  wisely  de- 
cided to  retire  from  active  labor.  He  accordingly 
left  the  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  community  in  which  he  is  held  in 
the  highest  regard.  His  farm  property  lies  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Ridge  way  Tow^nship,  and  includes  110  acres 
with  good  improvements.  He  occupied  it  for  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years,  during  which  time  his 
labors  were  prospered,  and  he  invested  a  part  of  his 
surplus  capital  in  the  east  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter,  and  the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  15,  which  is  also  well  cultivated  and  im- 
proved with  good  buildings.  This  last  mentioned 
property  was  purchased  by  himself  and  his  sons 
jointly,  and  they  unite  in  carrying  it  on  after  the 
most  approved  methods. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Exelby  by 
name,  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  located  in  Ridgeway  Township,  where  Jo- 
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se[)h  K.  wns  born  Oct.  14,  1  S:U.  The  fnthcr  was  h 
native  of  Yorksljire,  England,  of  pure  Englisli  an- 
cestry, and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  where  Iw  married  Miss  jVIarj^  Thackery. 
The  young-  people  for  their  wedding  tour  chose  an 
ocean  voyage  to  the  United  States,  which  consumed 
a  period  of  thirteen  weeks  on  a  rough  sea.  Upon 
landing  in  New  York  City  they  made  their  way  by 
canal  and  the  Lakes  to  Detroit,  and  from  there  to 
this  county  by  teams.  They  began  life  in  the  woods 
in  Ridge  way  Township,  the  father  having  purchased 
forty  acres  of  timber  land.  He  made  a  clearing, 
put  up  a  cabin  and  occupied  it  a  few  years,  then 
sold  out  and  |)urchased  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 1). 

This  later  purchase  involved  less  labor  in  its  de- 
velopment, and  the  valiant  pioneer  found  himself 
on  the  road  to  prosperity,  and  in  due  time  the 
owner  of  480  acres  of  land,  when  his  life  w^as  cut 
short  by  an  accident  in  the  spring  of  18G1.  This 
was  the  first  year  of  the  war,  and  tin?  school  chil- 
dren in  that  vicinity  had  been  provided  with  little 
flags  to  stimulate  their  patriotism.  Passing  by  the 
school-house  with  his  team,  the  horses  of  Mr.  Ex- 
elby  became  frightened,  and  dashing  forward  threw 
him  out  of  the  wagon  with  such  violence  that  he 
soon  expired.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
this  distressing  occurrence  was  a  great  shock  to  his 
wife  and  family,  from  which  it  took  a  long  time  to 
recover.  Ihe  mother  continued  upon  the  home- 
stead and  departed  this  life  about  nineteen  years 
after  the  death  of  her  liusband  in  1880.  She  had 
for  some  time  made  her  home  with  her  son  George, 
of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

George  and  Mary  Exelby  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  eJoseph  E.,  our  subject,  was 
the  second  child  and  eldest  son,  and  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Ridgeway  Township.  Lie  continued 
at  home,  working  on  the  farm  and  receiving  a  com- 
mon-school education,  until  reaching  manhood.  He 
was  then  married,  Nov.  18,  1854,  to  iNIiss  Letitia 
Linn,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Archie) 
Linn,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Her  parents 
came  to  Michigan  in  1838,  and  for  many  years  were 
residents  of  Ridgeway  Township.  The  father  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  died  upon  the  homestead  in 


18(j6,  The  mother,  now  nearly  eight3-two  3^ears 
old,  lives  with  her  son  John,  in  Ridgeway  Town- 
ship. 

Mrs.  Exelby  was  born  in  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  March  7, 
1  837,  and  was  only  twenty  months  old  when  her 
parents  came  to  Micliigan,  and  with  whom  she  re- 
mained until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our 
sidiject  there  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom 
two,  Edward  and  Eva,  died  at  the  ages  of  two  and 
three  years  respectively.  Cornelius  married  Miss 
Dora  Bemish,  and  became  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren. His  wife  died  in  1885.  His  little  daughter, 
Dora,  is  living  with  her  father  at  the  home  of  our 
subject.  Wesley  married  Miss  Ida  Wiggins,  and 
they  occup}^  the  farm  in  Ridgeway  Town&liip; 
Clarence,  Everett  and  Leonard  are  at  home  with 
their  pni'ents. 

Mr.  Exelby  is  a  solid  Democrat,  politically,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  Township  Treasurer,  besides 
being  c{uite  prominent  in  local  affairs.  Lie  is  well 
read  and  intelligent,  and  possesses  all  the  elements 
of  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  Besides  his 
farm  propert}^  and  his  residence  in  town,  which  is 
a  fine  brick  structure  handsomely  finished,  he  owns 
a  store  building,  where  he  carries  on  general  mer- 
chandising, taking  the  lead  in  this  brancli  of  busi- 
ness at  this  point. 

'k^  ICIIAEL  KARCHER,  well  known  as  one  of 
///^\\\    ^^^    most    successful    farmers    and    stock- 
11      li\  raisers  of   Macon  Township,  after  years  of 
'il  industry,  has  now  practically  retired    from 

active  labor  and  is  spending  his  declining  years  at 
the  pleasant  homestead  which  he  built  up  on  section 
22,  in  Macon  Township.  This  property  lies  on 
what  is  familiarly  known  as  the  ''Ridge  road,"  and 
includes  124  acres  with  good  buildings  and  modern 
improvements.  Mr.  K.  also  owns  forty  acres  in 
another  part  of  Macon  Township. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  Michigan  for 
a  period  of  twenty- seven  years,  having  come  to  this 
county  in  1861,  and  soon  afterward  purchased  a 
part  of  the  land  included  in  his  present  farm,  since 
which  time  he  has  given  to  it  that  careful  attention 
which  its  present  condition  indicates. 

Mr.  Karcher  is  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  born 
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ill  tlie  village  of  Spillbncli,  Jun.  2:'>,  lH2:i.  His 
father,  Christopher  Kareher,  was  also  of  (lernian 
birth  and  i)arentage,  and  followed  fanning  on  his 
native  soil  nntil  the  spring  of  IHGD.  In  the  mean- 
time his  son  Michael,  onr  snbjeel,  had  come  to 
America,  and  in  that  ,year  sent  for  his  father,  who 
joined  him  here  and  remained  with  him  nntil  his 
death,  in  February,  1  877,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  The  mother  had  died  in  her  native  Ger- 
many. 

Mr.  Karcher,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and 
customs  of  his  native  country,  was  placed  in  school 
at  an  early  age  and  continued  imder  instruction  un- 
til a  youth  of  sixteen,  in  the  meantime  he  hail 
kept  his  eyes  open  to  what  w^as  going  on  around 
him,  and  availed  himself  of  such  information  as 
could  l)e  obtained  in  relation  to  other  people  and 
countries.  There  seemed  little  to  encourage  his 
ambition  upon  his  native  soil,  and  ui)on  reaching 
his  seventeenth  year  lie  determined  to  find  out  if 
there  w^as  not  something  better  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water.  Repairing  to  the  city  of  Havre,  France, 
he  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel  bound  for  America, 
and  thirty-two  days  later  found  himself  in  the  great 
city  of  New  York.  Although  among  strangers  and 
penniless,  he  soon  secured  emplo^yment  as  a[)pr(Mi- 
tice  to  a  shoemaker,  which  sufliced  to  maintain  him 
until  he  had  learned  the  trade,  which  he  afterward 
followed  in  that  vicinity  for  some  years.  He  spent 
four  years  in  the  South,  and  in  1861  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  took  up  farming  as  his  future  vocation.  In 
this  his  natural  habit  of  observation  and  his  indus- 
try conspired  to  bring  about  his  success,  and  those 
who  know  him  admit  that  he  is  now  reaping  but 
the  just  rew^ard  of  his  industry  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Karcher,  while  a  resident  of  New^  York  City, 
was  married,  eTuly  8,  1852,  to  one  of  his  own  coun- 
trywomen, Miss  Anna  E.  Dingle,  who  was  born  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  March  26,  1826.  Mrs.  Karcher 
was  orphaned  by  tlie  death  of  both  parents  when  a 
litttle  girl  ten  years  of  age  and  early  in  life  w^as 
thrown  upon  her  own  resources.  !She  continued  in 
Germany  until  1850,  and  upon  crossing  the  water 
located  in  New  York  City,  where  she  met  her  future 
hnsband.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  six 
children,  of  whom  but  three  are  living,  namely: 
Emma,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Miller,  who  is  operat- 


ing tlu^  honu\stead  of  her  father;  Henry,  who  married 
Miss  Annie  C4.  Harold,  and  is  in  Addison,  and 
llieodora.  who  lives  with  her  brother  in  Addison. 
Hiose  deceased  are,  Michael,  who  died  aged  one 
year  and  twenty-six  days;  Edward,  who  died  aged 
nine  months  and  twenty-four  days,  and  Lesette,  who 
died  when  three  months  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church  and  are  good  Christian  i)eople.  Politically 
Mr.  Karcher  is  entirely  free  from  allegiance  to  any 
political  organization,  preferring  that  the  best  men 
should  be  elected  to  office,  and  is  quite  independent 
in  availing  himself  of  his  elective  franchise. 

ON.  JOHN  J.  ADAM,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  venerated  citizens  of  Tecumseh, 
fy  on  the  4th  of  July,  1826,  when  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years,  set  sail  from  his  native 
Scotland  in  a  brig  of  less  than  150  tons  burden,  and 
landed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  forty-six 
days  afterward,  having  been  forty-two  days  out  of 
sight  of  land.  He  has  since  been  one  of  the  most 
loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  given  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  to  the  estal)lishment  of  a 
home  and  a  position  in  this  county,  wdiile  at  the 
same  time  he  has  l)een  identified  with  many  of  its 
important  interests. 

Mr.  Adam  was  born  in  the  city  of  Paisley,  Scot- 
land, Oct.  30,  1807.  The  family  was  largely  rep- 
resented in  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  Robert  Adam, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  prominent  builder 
and  luml)er  dealer  of  Paisley,  and  traced  his  ances- 
try back  to  about  1600.  There  were  among  them 
men  prominent  in  literature  and  architecture,  in  the 
professions  and  the  trades  generally.  Robert  Adam 
departed  this  life  when  his  son,  John  J.,  was  a 
child  of  two  years,  and  the  latter  has  only  a  dim 
recollection  of  him  as  he  lay  upon  his  death  bed. 
The  mother  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Crichton,  a 
native  of  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  and  w^as  married 
to  Robert  Adam  in  about  1804.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband  she  left  Paisley,  and  returning  to 
her  native  county,  located  in  Closeburn  Parish  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  her  two  sons,  Thomas  C, 
now  a  successful  physician  of  this  county,  and  John 
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J.,  our  subject.  They  were  for  some  time  students 
at  the  celebrated  Wallace  Hall  Academy,  and  com- 
pleted their  studies  in  the  LJniversity  of  Glasgow, 
from  which  they  were  graduated  witli  honors.  Some 
years  since  John  J.  Adam  presented  his  diploma 
from  that  institution  as  Master  of  Arts  to  tlie  Uni- 
versity of  Blichigan. 

The  first  employment  of  Mr.  Adam  after  his  ar- 
rival in  this  country  was  that  of  a  teacher  of  hin- 
guages  and  mathematics  in  Meadville  Academy, 
Crawford  County,  Pa.  In  this  institution  (George 
W.  W.  Cullom,  of  the  United  States  army,  was  a 
student  under  Mr.  Adam,  and  went  from  there  to 
West  Point.  During  the  summer  of  1827  Thomas 
C.  Adam  joined  his  brother  in  this  country,  and 
subsequently  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
in  Canton,  Ohio.  In  the  meantime  both  brothers 
had  visited  Scotland  to  effect  the  final  settlement  of 
their  father's  estate.  Thomas  C,  being  the  elder, 
fell  heir  to  his  grandfather's  estate,  and  through 
the  solicitation  of  his  friends  dropped  his  medical 
studies  for  a  time  and  became  connected  with  the 
Repuhlican  Farmer^  a  weekly  paper  of  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1 8-)  1 . 
At  that  time  he  was  induced  to  come  to  the  West, 
and  took  up  land  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Franklin.  He  taught  the  first  school  organized  in 
Clinton  and  improved  his  leisure  time  by  working 
his  land,  upon  which  he  put  up  a  log  house.  Upon 
the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  he  became 
Lieutenant  of  a  company  raised  at  Franklin,  and 
was  subsequently  appointed  Division  Paymaster, 
with  the  rank  of  Major. 

Mr.  Adam  at  an  early  day  was  recognized  as  a 
valuable  accession  to  the  intelligent  and  able  com- 
pany of  men  who  had  cast  their  lot  among  the 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County.  Upon  the  calling 
together  of  the  convention  for  the  framing  of  the 
State  Constitution,  in  1835,  he  was  elected  one  of 
the  eight  delegates  from  this  county.  The  succeed- 
ing three  years  he  was  Secretary  of  the  State  Sen- 
ate, and  gathered  more  laurels  as  an  indefatigable 
worker  and  intelligent  and  active  officer. 

Mr.  Adam,  in  1839,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  Legislature,  serving  one  term  in  the 
House,  and  at  its  expiration  was  elected  to  the 
Senate.     In  January,   1 842,  he   was  elected  State 
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Treasurer,  which  position  he  held  four  years,  until 
his  resignation,  at  the  request  of  Gov.  Barry, 
to  accept  the  position  of  Auditor  General  to  com- 
|)lete  the  official  term  of  Mr.  Hammond,  deceased. 
After  serving  another  term  in  the  Legislature  he 
again  accepted  the  office  of  Auditor  General,  which 
he  held  until  1851.  He  had  lived  upon  his  farm 
during  these  years  and  until  1853,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  into  Tecumseh  Village. 

In  the  last  year  above  mentioned  Mr.  Adam  be- 
came connected  with  the  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road during  the  construction  of  the  Jackson  Branch 
and  the  Three  Rivers  Road,  acting  as  its  agent,  and 
was  subsequently  appointed  to  the  same  position 
for  the  Air  Line,  the  Detroit  and  the  Toledo*Roads, 
which  were  being  built  by  the  same  company.  At 
the  completion  of  these  he  was  appointed  auditor 
of  the  company,  which  position  he  held  until  his 
resignation,  in  1868.  The  people  during  this  time 
had  borne  in  mind  his  efficient  service  as  a  Legis- 
lator, and  in  1871-72  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  During  this  time  he 
introduced  many  important  measures,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  various  committees  overlooking  the 
interests  of  State  affairs. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  in  1837,  Mr.  Adam  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Board  of  Regents,  and  was  re-appointed  the 
following  year.  In  the  meantime  he  established  a 
branch  of  the  university  at  Tecumseh,  and  resigned 
his  place  in  the  regency  in  favor  of  Dr.  Patterson, 
who  resided  at  the  latter  place.  Probably  among 
all  the  men  who  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  a  great 
educational  institution  so  early  built  up  in  the 
young  State,  there  were  none  who  took  a  warmer 
interest  in  its  success  than  Mr.  Adam.  He  gave 
freely  of  his  valuable  time  to  work  for  its  success, 
and  contributed  of  his  means  in  establishing  it 
upon  a  firm  footing.  Among  the  names  which  are 
inscribed  upon  the  tablets  of  its  early  history  none 
are  more  worthy  of  remembrance  than  that  of  John 
J.  Adam. 

When  he  was  thirty-one  years  of  age  Mr.  Adam 
was  married,  in  August,  1838,  to  Miss  Armenia 
Bradley,  daughter  of  Deacon  William  Bradley,  of 
Franklin,  and  a  pioneer  of  Lenawee  County.  Mrs. 
Adam    was    born    in    Barre,    Orleans    Co.,  N.    Y., 
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March  7,  1817,  mikI  departed  this  life  at  lier  home 
in  Tecumseh,  July  8,  1870.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  children:  Charles  H.,  Oct.  31,  1844, 
and  Minnie  B.,  Nov.  25,  1846.  The  latter  is  now 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Adamson,  of  Tecumseh,  and 
the  former  is  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  at 
Tecumseh. 

For  a  second  time  Mr.  Adam  entered  into  a 
matrimonial  alliance,  appreciating  the  fact  that  '^it 
is  not  well  for  man  to  dwell  alone."  On  the  r)th  of 
November,  1873,  he  led  to  the  altar  Mrs.  Cornelia 
M.  Woimple  nee  Bradley,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
She  is  a  native  of  Barre,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y., 
was  born  March  8,  1822,  and  was  the  widow  of 
John  Woimple. 

As  one  of  Lenawee  County's  most  honored  and 
prominent  citizens;  as  one  of  the  men  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  State  who  have  filled  so  well  so  many 
public  positions,  and  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  the  publishers  of  this  Album  take  great 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  its  patrons  the  portrait  of 
John  J.  Adam. 


FREDERICK  MATTHE8.  Among  the 
,  and  sciences  of  which  man  is  master, 
is  none  more  noble  than  that  of  archi- 
tecture and  building,  and  in  this  profession  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  recognized  as  a  leading  light 
in  the  city  of  Adrian.  He  is  comparatively  young 
in  years,  and  was  born  and  reared  among  the  peoi)le 
who  were  prompt  to  recognize  his  talents  and  the 
fact  that  Lenawee  County  has  produced,  among 
many  other  men  of  ability,  one  who  has  risen  to  an 
eminent  place  in  tins  line  of  business.  As  a  drafts- 
man Mr.  Matthes  is  seldom  equaled  or  excelled. 
His  fertile  mind  enables  him  to  at  once  suggest  that 
which  will  be  most  proper  and  complete  for  the 
object  in  view,  and  his  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
gained  him  an  enviable  reputation. 

Mr.  Matthes  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  this 
State,  and  was  born  at  its  county  seat,  July  20, 
1854.  Flis  parents,  John  L.  and  Margaret  (Kaumeier) 
Matthes,  were  natives  of  Germany,  whence  they 
emigrated  to  America  and  shortly  afterward  made 
a  settlement  in  Monroe  County,  where  they  remained 


they   removed   to  Adrian, 


until  18G5.     That  year 
where  they  now  reside. 

Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  eight  are  living,  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, four  of  whom  continue  with  their  parents.  C. 
Frederick  was  the  second  son,  and  was  a  lad  of 
eleven  years  when  his  parents  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Adrian.  Here  he  completed  his  studies, 
and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  commenced  learn- 
ing the  carpenter  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  happily  chose  the  calling 
to  which  he  was  best  adapted,  but  determined  to 
enter  its  higher  branches.  With  this  end  in  view 
he  repaired  to  Detroit  and  placed  himself  under  the 
instruction  of  the  well-known  architects,  Carl 
Schmidt  and  Julius  Hess,  in  whose  oflSee  he  spent 
twelve  months,  w^ien  they  pronounced  him  compe- 
tent for  all  ordinary  business  in  this  line,  as  he  had 
developed  unusual  talent  for  it. 

Young  Matthes  now  returned  to  Adrian  and  com- 
menced business  with  his  father  as  contractor  and 
builder,  and  with  whom   he  subsequently  designed 
and  planned  some  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  city. 
They    have   now    the    contract,    as    designers   and 
draftsmen,  for  the  State  Reform  School  building,  for 
girls,    besides    other    important    structures    to   be 
erected  the  current  year  (1 888 ).     They  devote  their 
whole  time  to  their  art  and  take  pride  in  excelling. 
Mr.  Matthes,  Sept.  18,  1880,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  one  of  the  most  estimable  young  ladies  of 
Adrian,  Miss  Carrie,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Bar- 
bara  (Mennel)  Schwartz,  who,  like  the  parents  of 
her  husband,  were  of  German   ancestry.     Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  five  children,  namely: 
Clara,  Arthur,  Hermann,  Edwin  and  Harold.     The 
family  residence,  in  its  construction  and  surround- 
ings, gives  evidence  of  the  character  of  its   pro- 
prietor, being  handsomely  finished  and   furnished, 
and  indicating  in  all  its  appointments  the  existence 
of  comfort  and  plenty  with  most  of  the  refinements 
of  life. 


IfF^ICHARD  CLARKSON,  whose  name  is  fa- 
\jL^  miliar  to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
lE\  Lenawee  County,  came  wdth  his  parents 
^Ito  Michigan  in  1831,  when  a  child  eight 
years  of  age,  over  fifty-six  years  ago,  and  has  since 
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been  a  resident  mostly  of  Maeon  Townslii}).  His 
early  home  was  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  whence 
the  family  journeyed  with  their  household  goods, 
first  by  canal  and  lake,  and  then  by  ox-teams  to 
this  county.  The  latter  part  of  their  route  lay 
through  the  heavy  timber,  and  they  traveled  labor- 
iously by  ox-teams  over  a  narrow  and  almost  im- 
passable road.  The  country  at  that  time  was  vastly 
different  from  what  it  is  at  the  present  day,  the 
cabin  of  a  settler  being  a  rare  sight,  and  scarcely 
any  other  sign  of  civilization  to  mark  the  abode  of 
human  beings.  Now  the  smiling  cities,  the  grain 
fields,  and  the  beautiful  homesteads,  make  a  picture 
on  which  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in 
bringing  about  this  condition  of  things  may  look 
with  pardonable  pride,  while  the  railroads  and  other 
facilities  of  travel  render  a  thousand-mile  journey 
quite  pleasurable.  The  Clarkson  family,  however, 
were  not  unaware  that  there  would  be  danger  and 
difficulty  in  their  new  undertaking,  but  they  had 
counted  the  cost,  and  resolved  to  abide  by  the  re- 
sult. They  arrived  at  their  journey's  end  in  com- 
parative health  and  strength,  and  proceeded  to  es- 
tablish the  home,  which  after  the  lapse  of  years 
became  one  of  the  most  desirable  spots  in  Macon 
Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Lodi 
Township,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  28,  1823,  and 
being  so  young  when  leaving  his  birthplace,  has  lit- 
tle recollection  of  it.  He  was  reared  amid  the  pio- 
neer scenes  of  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  developing 
into  manhood  with  physical  strength  unimpaired, 
and  with  a  useful  experience  which  formed  the 
basis  of  his  future  success.  He  is  now  numbered 
among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Macon  Township, 
and  has  reaped  so  richly  from  his  industry,  that  he 
is  enabled  to  spend  the  sunset  of  an  active  life  re- 
tired from  labor,  and  enjoying  the  ease  and  com- 
fort which  he  has  justly  earned.  He  has  always 
been  fond  of  rural  pursuits,  and  clings  to  the  home 
which  he  established  during  his  young  manhood, 
and  which  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  21,  Ma- 
con Township. 

Daniel  Clarkson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Woodbridge  Township,  Middlesex  Co.,  N. 
J.,  and  was  of  New  England  ancestry  for  several 
generations.     His  childhood  and  youth  were  spent 
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in  his  native  State,  rmd  when  starting  out  for  liim- 
self  he  migrated  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  not 
long  afterwMrd  was  married  in  Lodi  Township,  to 
Miss  Deborah  Cadmus,  a  native  of  his  own  county 
in  New  Jersey.  Tlie  Cadmus  family  were  origin- 
ally from  Holland,  and  the  father  of  Mrs.  Clarkson, 
Richard  Cadnais,  removed  from  New  Jersey  and 
h>cated  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  during  its  early 
settlement,  where  he  spent  liis  last  years. 

After  the  birth  of  five  children,  Daniel  Clarkson 
started  with  his  family,  in  November,  18ol,  for  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  taking  with  them  their 
household  goods,  and  making  tlie  journey  via  the 
canal  and  lakes  to  Detroit-  At  that  city,  which 
was  then  in  its  infanc}^  they  secured  an  ox-team, 
by  means  of  which  they  made  their  way  to  this 
county,  along  nan-ow  roads  almost  impassable 
through  swamps  and  underbrush;  these  alone  were 
the  sights  and  scenes  by  which  the  tediousness  of 
the  journey  was  relieved.  They  pi'obably  traveled 
many  miles  without  passing  ti  human  habitation, 
and  finally  pitched  their  tent  in  the  woods  some 
distance  from  any  opening,  and  with  not  a  settler 
in  sight. 

Daniel  Clarkson  took  up  a  tract  of  Government 
land  on  section  19,  which  was  afterward  laid  oft' 
into  Macon  Township,  and  put  uj)  a  rude  log  cabin 
with  a  stick-and-mud  chimney  and  the  wide,  old- 
fashioned  fireplace,  before  whose  cheerful  blaze 
men,  women  and  children  sat  with  deep  content. 
They  passed  that  winter  under  many  difficulties, 
and  in  the  spring  the  father  commenced  clearing 
the  land  and  preparing  it  for  cultivation.  This  in- 
volved the  labor  of  years,  but  the  parents  lived  to 
see  a  finely  improved  farm  around  them,  and  their 
children  comfortably  settled  in  life.  Mr.  Clarkson, 
as  time  passed,  added  to  his  real  estate,  and  before 
his  death,  in  July,  1869,  when  about  seventy  years 
of  age,  was  the  owner  of  400  acres.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  energy  and  determination,  and  by 
prudence  and  economy  acquired  a  valuable  prop- 
erty. Politically,  he  was  an  active  Democrat,  fear- 
less in  the  expression  of  his  sentiments,  and  always 
ready  to  do  battle  for  what  he  believed  to  be  right. 
The  faithful  wife  and  mother,  who  had  sliared  with 
her  husband  and  children  the  vicissitudes  of  life  in 
a  new  settlement,  and  been   their  ever  affectionate 
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friend  and  counselor,  passed  away  the  January  fol- 
lowing the  death  of  her  husband,  and  wlieii  about 
sixty-two  years  old.  She  was  a  lady  of  deep  piety, 
and  had  been  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  to  which  she  remained  faithful  all 

her  life. 

Richard   Clarkson    continued    a    member   of    his 
father's  household  until  reaching  his    majority,  and 
was  married  in  Macon  Township,  Nov.  o,   1853,  to 
Miss  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  John  Osgood,  a  sketch 
of  whom  ai)pears  elsewhere   in   this   Album.      Mrs. 
CHarkson  is  a  native  of  the  same  coiuity  as  her  hus- 
band, and  was  born  in  Lodi  Township,  Jan.  1,  1833. 
She  was  thirteen  years  old  when  her  parents   came 
to  this  county,  and  remained   with   them   until   her 
marriage.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarkson  commenced  life 
together  at  their  present  homestead,  the  condition 
of  which  was  then  in  wide  contrast  with  its  appear- 
ance at  the  present  time.     In  due  time  their  house- 
hold was  increased  l)y  the  birth  of  four  children,  of 
whom  one  is  deceased,  Minnie   E.,  who   died   when 
two  weeks  old;  Margaret  J.  remains  at  home  with 
her  parents,    together   with    her   sister   Martha   E. ; 
Elln  S.  is  the  wife  of  John  M.   Pennington,  a  pros- 
l)erous  farmer  of  IMacon  Townsliip,  located  nt  what 
is  familiarly  known  ns  Pennington  Corners. 

Mr.    and    Mrs.   Clarkson,  about    1884,   identified 

themselves  with    the  Dutch   Reformed    Church  of 

Macon,  and  Mr.  C,  politically,  is  a  Prohibitionist. 

They    are    regarded    among    the   oldest    and   most 

i     highly    respected   residents    of    this    ciamty.  while 

\     tli^ir  kindness   and   hospitality  are   proverbial,  and 

I     they  have    never   turned   from  their  door  any  who 

I      were  friendless  or  in  need. 


\f7  EROY  MlilAD  was  born  in  North  Salem, 
I  (@  Westchester  (V>.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  4,  1831,  and 
\\Im[  departed   this    life    at  his   home  in    Macon 


Township,  this  county,  March  21,  1883,  being  a 
little  over  hfty-two  yc^ars  of  age.  lie  served  as  a 
Union  soldier  during  the  late  war,  coming  to  this 
county  just  in  time  to  enlist  in  one  of  the  hrst 
Michigan  regiments  that  went  to  do  battle  in  behalf 
of  the^'unitm.  His  Inbors  here  consequently  really 
f     commenced   at   the   close   of  the  wnr,  when   he  re- 


turned to  Macon  Township  and  proceeded  with  the 
plans  which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion. 

The  earlv  years  of  Mr.  Mead  were  spent  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  became  familiar  with  farm 
pursuits  and  received  a  common-school  education. 
His  parents.  Squire  and  Nancy   Mead,  were  natives 
of  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  and  spent  their  last 
years  in  N(u-th  Salem,  that  county.     Leroy  entered 
upon  his  military  duties  conscientiously  and  with  a 
full  ai)preciation  of  what  he  had   undertaken.      He 
beennie   a  member  of  Company  (i,  4th  Michigan 
Infantry,  enlisting  as  a  private,  and  marched  to  the 
front  with  his  comrades.     His  fidelity  to  duty,  and 
his    courage    and    endurance    soon    rendered    him 
noticeable,   and  at  an  early    date  he  was  promoted 
Eirst  Lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  participated 
with   his  regiment  in  some  of  the   most  important 
battles  of  the  war.      He  was  present  at  the  siege  of 
Yorktown  and  at  Mechanicsville,  the  battles  of  Mal- 
vern Hill  and  Antietruu,  and  was  one  of  those  who 
charged   across   the  Potomac  into   Eredericksburg. 
14iere  he  ^vas  wounded  by  a  gunsliot  in  the  shoul- 
der, which  for   the   time  disabled   him,   and    from 
which  he  never  afterward  fully  recovered. 

Eieut.    Mead    contimied    with  his  regiment  until 
the  surrender  of    Lee  at    Vicksburg,  and    received 
his  honorable  discharge  with  the  rank  to  which  he 
had  been  promoted.      His  services  received  hearty 
recognition    by   his  superior  officers  and    his  com- 
rades, and  he  was  presented    by  his  friends  in  New 
York   City  with  a  handsome  sword  and  a  silk  sash. 
These  relics  are  carefully  preserved   by  his  wife  as 
sacred  mementoes  of  the  past,  and  from  which  she 
would  not  willingly  part.      Lieut.  Mead,   after  his 
four  years'  service  in  the  army,  returned  to  Michi- 
gan   and    resumed    farming    in  Macon    Township. 
After  he  had  laid  the  foundations  for  a  future  home 
and  prepared  for  the  comfortable  mainteuance  of  a 
family,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josephine 
Clarkson,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Macon  Township,  Eeb.  19,  L867. 

Mrs.  Mead  was  born  in  Macon  Township,  April 
8,  1838,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Deborah 
C;iarkson,  a  history  of  whom  will  be  found  in  con- 
nection with  the  biography  of  Richard  Clarkson  on 
another   page   in  this  volume.     She  was  reared  to 
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womanhood  under  the  home  roof,  and  carefully 
instructed  in  all  household  duties,  being  amply 
qualified  to  reign  over  the  household  of  a  good 
man.  The  ties  of  affection  were  cemented  by  the 
birth  of  four  children,  two  of  whom,  Nettie  L.  and 
Marj^  E.,  died  at  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  three 
respectively.  Those  surviving  are  Blanche  and 
Camilla  D.,  bright  and  interesting  young  girls,  who 
remain  at  home  with  their  mother. 

Lieut.  Mead  was  a  solid  Republican,  politically, 
and  took  a  lively  interest  in  State  and  National 
affairs.  In  his  death  Macon  Township  lost  one  of 
its  most  public-spirited  citizens,  and  society  one  of 
its  most  valued  members. 

Mrs.  Mead  received  a  good  education,  and  for 
some  time  before  her  marriage  was  engaged  in 
teaching.  She  belongs  to  the  Reformed  Church 
and  is  a  lady  greatly  respected  by  her  neighbors. 
The  farm,  which  was  left  her  by  her  husband,  is 
quite  valuable,  comprising  120  acres  of  land  with 
suitable  buildings  and  machinery,  and  all  the  ap- 
pliances of  a  first-class  country  estate. 

eHARLES  HUMPHREY,  dealer  in  books  and 
stationery  in  the  city  of  Adrian,  came  to 
this  county  in  the  year  1861,  and  is  well  and 
favorabl}^  known  as  a  relial>le  business  man,  and  a 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen.  He  is  a  native 
of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  au<]  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Canandaigua,  Oct.  31,  1H84.  His  father,  John 
Humphrey,  w^s  a  native  of  Hunterdon  County,  N. 
J.,  and  was  born  March  21,  1798.  He  left  there 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged 
to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade.  This  occupation 
he  followed  several  years  in  different  places,  and 
finally  started  a  foundry  at  Canandaigua,  which  he 
operated  about  six  years. 

John  Humphrey  sold  his  property  in  New  York 
and  came  to  Michigan,  in  the  year  1837,  locating  on 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  township  of  Wheatland,  Hills- 
dale County,  the  only  improvement  on  which  was 
a  rude  shanty,  one  rod  square  and  built  of  slabs. 
This  structure  he  put  in  repair  and  occupied  with 
his  family  for  three  years  and  until  enabled  to  put 


T*- 


up  a  good  log  house;  he  remained  on  this  farm  un- 
til his  death,  Oct.  16,  1870.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
business  qualifications,  kind  as  a  neighbor  and  use- 
ful  as  a  citizen.  He  served  his  township  several 
terms  as  Supervisor,  and  represented  the  interests 
of  the  county  in  the  State  Legislature  in  the  session 
of  1845.  He  was  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  did 
everything  in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests  of 
his  adopted  county.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
formerly  Miss  Jane  Hall,  was  the  daughter  of  Moses 
Hall,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  migrated  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  when  a  young  man,  and 
was  there  occupied  in  the  foundry  business  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  acquired  a  good  property, 
and  I'etired  from  active  labor  several  years  before 
his  death,  which  took  place  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
in  Williamsport,  Pa.,  when  he  was  over  seventy 
years  of  age. 

Our  subject  remained  a  member  of  his  father's 
household  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  had  im- 
proved his  rather  limited  opportunities  for  obtain- 
ing an  education,  and  developed  into  a  school 
teacher,  following  his  profession  in  winter  and 
working  on  the  farm  the  remainder  of  the  year.  In 
the  spring  of  1856  he  spent  one  term  at  Hillsdale 
College,  when  his  studies  were  interrupted  on  ac- 
count of  an  affection  of  the  eyes.  Subsequently  he 
resumed  teaching  as  before,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1858  he  journeyed  southwest,  crossing  the  Missis- 
sippi into  Missouri,  where  he  taught  school  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war.  He  then  returned 
North,  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  Adrian 
until  the  following  year,  when  he  invested  his  cap- 
ital in  a  limited  stock  of  books  and  stationery. 

Mr.  Humphrey  was  married,  in  October,  1863,  to 
Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Amelia 
(Muller)  Riehl,  natives  of  France.  Mr.  Riehl  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man  and 
located  in  St.  Louis  County,  Mo.,  soon  after  his 
marriage,  where  his  daughter  Caroline  was  born. 
Mr.  Riehl  carried  on  the  business  of  a  florist  and 
nurseryman,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful,  and 
exhibited  rare  taste  and  art  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  his  calling;  he  died  at  his  home  in  Car- 
ondelet  mau}^  years  ago.  Mrs.  Riehl  survives,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Humphrey.  I 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children:  John    ¥ 
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C,  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  Caroline  A.,  an  inter- 
estinglittle  miss  of  thirteen;  <me  son,  Willis  L.,  died 
when  eight  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Humphrey  is  a  lady  of  many  estimable 
qualities  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church.  Mr.  Humphrey  is  Democratic  iu  poli- 
tics, like  his  father  before  him,  aud  was  an  Alder- 
man  oue  term.  He  has  never  l)een  an  office-seeker, 
but  prefers  to  devote  his  time  to  his  business  inter- 
ests and  his  home.  The  latter  is  pleasantly  located 
on  State  street,  and  is  the  frequent  resort  of  the 
intelligent  and  cultivated  peoi)le  of  the  connnunity. 


|/  EZEKIAH  W.  HOXTER.  Most  men,  be  it 
^^  said  to  their  credit,  prefer  to  make  the  his- 
tory of  their  parents  the  leading  feature  of 
l^Jj  their  biography,  and  accordingly  we  give 
at^once  the  names  of  those  from  whom  our  subject 
drew  his  origin,  namely:  AVilimm  and  Jannett 
(Knowles)  Hoxter,  natives  of  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  old  Haddam,  Conn.,  respectively.  Tlie 
father  was  born  Jan.  12,  1808,  and  the  mother  April 
13,  1813.  The  latter  removed  with  her  parents  to 
the  Empire  State  when  a  child  five  years  of  age,  and 
there  developed  into  womanhood,  and  met  her 
future  husband. 

The  parents  of  our  subject   continued   in   Seneca 
Coimty,  N.  Y.,six  years  after  their  marriage,  and  in 
May,  1836,  started  with  their  little    family    for  the 
Territory  of  Michigan.      William  Hoxter  purchased 
a  farm  in  Rome   Township,   which  he  subsequently 
exchanged  for  175  acres  of  huid  on   what  was  then 
the  Territorial  road,  seven  miles   west  of   Adrian. 
In  1841  he  entered  a  blacksmith's  shop,   which  for 
twenty -five  years   afterward    was  a  familiar    land- 
mark to  the  people  of  that  section  for  miles  around. 
Besides  running  his  shop  and  doing  all  the  work  for 
travelers  and  farmers  as  far  west  as  Coldwater,  IMr. 
Hoxter  cleared  aud  improved   eighty  acres  of  his 
land,  ninety-five  of  the   original   purchase  still   re- 
maining in  his  possession.      Mr.  and   Mrs.   William 
Hoxter  becanu;  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three   daughters,  of  whom    Hezekiah    W. 
was  the  eldest.   The  others  were  named  respectively, 
Susan,  now  the  wife  of  John    H.    Todd,    of   RoHin. 


Heman  and  William,  deceased ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Bertram  Skeels,  of  Rome  Township;  Josephine, 
deceased,  and  an  infant  son  wdio  died  unnamed. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  parental  family, 
and  was  born  in  Varick,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  24, 
1.S32.     He  was  a  little  lad  four  years  old   when  his 
parents  came  to  the  young   State  of  Michigan,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  at  the   pioneer   homestead. 
He  was  never  strong  in  his    childhood   and   conse- 
quently could  not  avail  himself  to  a  great  extent  of 
even  the  limited  advantages  of  the  district   school. 
In  time  he  began  to  assist  his  father   in   the  black- 
smith-shop,   finally   serving   an  apprenticeship     of 
tliree  years  in  Rome  Township,  and   followed   that 
trade  five  or  six   years  afterw^ard.      In   1866   here- 
moved  from  Rome  Township  to  13over  and  located 
on  the  land  included  in  his  present  homestead.    He 
abandoned  l)lacksmithing  about  that  time  and  gave 
his  entire  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits;  he  has 
now  a  fine  estate  of  ninety -five  acres,   with  a  set  of 
good  frame  buildings. 

Mv.  Hoxter,  when  a,  little  over  twenty-two  years 
of   aoc,    was    united    in    marriage    with  one   of  the 
maidens  of  Rome  Township,  Miss  Lois  B.   Sutton, 
(he  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
.March  14,  18;)4.      Mrs.  Hoxter  is  the  daughter  of 
IMiaris  and  Ihnmah  M.   (Foote)   Sutton,  natives  of 
]Sew  York  and  Connecticut  respectively,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  l)e  found  on  another  page  in  this  vol- 
ume.    Slie  was    tlie    second   in  a   family   of  seven 
cliildren  and  was  born  in  Adrian  Township,  March 
20,   1S33.     Mr.  and   Mrs.    Hoxter  have   one  child 
;    only,  a  daughter,  Ella  M.,  who  is  now  the    wife    of 
^    Edwin  P.  Gambee,  a  resident  of  Dover  Township, 
\    and  engaged  in  farming.     Our  subject,  politically, 
;    supports   Republican  principles,  and  he  and   his  es- 
:    timable  lady  are   members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


~^^^ 


GRACE  B.  E:AT0N  owns  and  occupies  a 
beautiful  farm  in  Tecumseh  Township, 
w  hich  was  once  a  part  of  the  old  homestead 
i^  of  Daniel  Waring,  om^  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  county,  and  the  land  of  which  has  been  brought 
to  a,  high  state  of  cultivation.     Mr,  E.  took  posses^ 
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sion  of  his  purchase  in  the  spring  of  1 882,  and  erected 
a  fine  residence  with  a  good  barn  and  numerous 
out-biiildings.  Here  he  has  sixty-seven  acres,  and 
also  has  a  controlh'ng  interest  in  the  old  homestead 
of  his  father  adjacent,  which  he  manages  and  which 
is  occupied  by  his  aged  mother. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  born  in  Raisin  Township,  this 
county,  at  the  old  homestead  near  the  Tecumseh 
line,  Oct.  9,  1843.  His  father,  James  C.  Eaton,  a 
native  of  Canandaigua,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  in  May,  1808,  and  was  the  son  of  James  Eaton, 
Sr.,  II  native  of  Massachusetts.  The  latter  married 
Miss  Mary  Brokelbank,  in  the  Bay  State,  whence 
soon  afterward  they  removed  to  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until  coming  to  this  county 
in  the  spring  of  1828.  James  Eaton,  Sr.,  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  on  section  1,  in  Raisin  Township,  upon 
which  he  lived  and  labored  many  years,  and  which 
eventuallj^  became  the  property  of  James  C,  the 
father  of  our  subject.  Upon  this  farm  Horace  B. 
was  born,  and  as  we  have  seen,  it  still  remains  the 
property  of  the  family. 

James  C.  Eaton  was  a  young  man  twenty  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents, 
Avith  whom  he  reniained  until  his  marriage.  This 
most  interesting  and  important  event  in  his  life  was 
celebrated  in  1  834,  his  bride  being  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Wheeler,  of  Raisin  Township,  and  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  (Rose)  Wheeler,  natives  of  New 
York.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Steu- 
ben County,  N.  Y.,  in  Jannnry  1818.  Her  parents 
came  to  Michigan  in  1831,  and  she  joined  them  the 
following  year.  After  their  marriage  James  C. 
Eaton  and  his  wife  located  on  section  1,  in  Raisin 
Township,  which  was  then  all  a  timber  tract.  The 
father  was  enterprising  and  industrious,  and  entered 
with  hope  and  courage  upon  a  worthy  career,  but 
was  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  his 
death  occurring  Nov.  18,  1853.  He  had  been 
prominent  in  the  local  affairs  of  his  community, 
filling  the  various  township  offices,  officiating  as 
School  Trustee  and  Commissioner  of  Highways,  and 
in  various  other  ways  making  himself  useful  to  the 
people  around  him. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  before  the  decease 
of  the  father.     James  W.,  the  eldest  son,  is  in  India ; 


•^t-^ 


Amanda  M.  became  the  wife  of  John  H.  Waring,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Tecitmseh  Township;  Charles 
H.  was  born  May  27,  1840,  and  died  nbout  1869; 
Horace  B.  of  our  sketch  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth;  Julia  D.  and  J.  Clement.  The  latter  died 
when  about  twenty-foiu-  years  of  age,  and  was  a 
young  man  of  great  promise,  fond  of  intellectual 
pursuits,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Michigan  State  Uni- 
versity. The  mother  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  retains  much  of  the  activity  other  earlier 
3^ears. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James 
Wheeler,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  n  man  noted  for  his  enterprise  and  in- 
telligence. Besides  filling  the  various  township 
offices,  including  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Super- 
visor, he  represented  this  county  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, aud  did  excellent  service  upon  various  im- 
portant committees.  He  possessed  a  remarkably 
strong  constitution,  and  was  a  nian  of  a  kindly  and 
generous  disposition,  which  endeared  him  to  all 
vvith  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Tecumseh  Township,  Feb.  28, 
1857,  being  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his  age.  His 
estimable  wife  survived  him  about  twenty  years, 
and  spent  her  last  days  in  Tecumseh.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  daughters  and  one  son,  all  of 
whom  are  living:  Philura,  the  wife  of  A.  Hood,  a 
prosperous  business  man  of  Detroit;  Betsey,  wlio 
married  Joseph  Collins,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Raisin 
Township;  Ruth,  Mrs.  James  Taylor,  residing  in 
the  town  of  Hart,  this  State;  and  James  IL,  who  is 
engaged, in  the  clothing  business  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago. 

Horace  B.  Eaton  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
ui)on  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  became  familiar 
with  its  various  employments,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches  of  study  in  the  district  school.  Later  he 
entered  the  State  Agricultiu'al  College  at  Lansing, 
h'O-a  which  he  was  graduated  in  186(5.  Then,  re- 
turning to  the  farm,  he  completed  his  jireparations 
for  the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own. 

Our  subject,  Nov.  11,  1869,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Harrison)  Waring,  of  Tecumseh  Township. 
Mrs.  Eaton  is  th(i  daughter  of  a  well-known  family     4 
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of  pioneers  who  were  prominent  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  this  connty,  people  of  enterprise  and  worth 
who  accumulated  a  good  propert3^  After  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  continued  for  a  period  of  eleven 
years  on  the  Eaton  honiestead,  and  until  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Daniel  Waring.  Mr.  Eaton  then  i)ur- 
chased  a  part  of  the  old  farm  of  the  latter,  to  which 
he  removed,  and  where  he  has  since  industriously 
labored  to  enhance  its  beauty  and  value.  The  lit- 
tle household  includes  three  bright  children,  one 
son  and  two  daughters — Joseph  ().,  Mary  A.  and 
Agnes  L.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco[)al 
Church,  and  are  sincere  and  consistent  Christian 
people.  Politically,  Mr.  E.  votes  tlie  Prohibition 
ticket,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles 
that  guide  that  party. 


^^RANVILLE  MILLS.  In  the  subject  of  the 
III  following  sketch   we  find   an  excellent    ex- 

^:^Jil  ample  for  young  men  just  embarking  in  the 
field  of  active  life,  of  what  may  be  accomi)lishedby 
a  man  beginning  with  little  means,  othervAdse  than 
his  strong  hands  and  resolute  will.  Early  in  life  he 
was  taught  habits  of  industry  and  econom}^,  and 
amidst  the  surroundings  of  pioneer  days,  developed 
in  mind  and  body,  growing  up  iH^althy  and  strong, 
and  well  equipped  for  the  struggle  before  him. 
The  work  of  few  men  more  forciljly  illustrates  the 
result  of  continued  labor  and  i)erseverance. 

The   beautiful    and    comfortable   home   of    Mr. 
Mills  is  ranked  among  the  most   valuable    property 
in  Macon  Township.     It    is  finely   located  on    sec- 
tions 3  and  10,  and  embraces  PJO  acres,  which  by  a   | 
thorough  process  of  cultivation  has  become  exceed-    ! 
ingly  fertile,  and  produces  in  abundance  the  richest 
crops  of    the    Wolverine  State.     The  residence    is    \ 
elegant  and    commodious,  and  the  adjacent    farm    \ 
buildings  are  of    first-class  description,   displaying   | 
upon  all  sides  the  existence  of  cultivated  tastes  and    I 
ample  means.     There  is  a  choice  assortment  of  live    \ 
stock  on  the  place,  the   farm  implements  are  of  the    j 
latest  approved  pnttern,  and  everything  about   the   i 


[)remises  is  well  cared  for,  nothing  being  allowed  to 
run  to  waste.  The  picture  of  the  complete  country 
home  is  fully  illustrated  in  the  Mills  farm. 

Mr.  Mills  was  born  at  his  father's  homestead  in 
Macon  Townslii[),  Eeb.  27,  1835,  nearly  two  years 
l)revious  to  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  Me  literally  grew  up  with  the 
country,  and  made  the  most  of  his  school  advan- 
tages, which  were,  as  may  be  supposed,  qiute  limited. 
He  was  genial  and  social  in  disposition,  and  was  the 
favorite  among  the  young  people  in  the  country 
around,  while  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  tlie  old.  These  qualities  were  greatly  to  his  ad- 
vantage, iis  his  father  died  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  old  and  he  Avas  then  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. Upon  reacliing  his  majority,  he  received 
the  portion  which  fell  to  him  fj'om  his  father's  large 
estate,  and  which  consisted  of  120  acres  of  land 
which  was  but  little  removed  from  its  primitive 
condition.  Young  Mills  at  once  began  to  improve 
his  property  and  prepare  a  home  for  his  prospective 
bride.  In  due  time  he  was  married,  Jan.  21),  1863, 
to  Miss  Maria  Eerguson,  tlie  wedding  taking  place 
in  Clinton  Township.  lie  was  peculiarly  fortunate 
in  the  selection  of  a  partner  and  helpmeet,  Jis  Mrs. 
JMills  is  widely  known  as  a  lady  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary intelligence,  and  the  etficient  helper  of  her 
husband  in  all  his  undertakings.  .  Slie  htis  presided 
with  grace  and  dignity  over  his  household,  and  min- 
istei'ed  t(,^  the  wants  of  her  family,  always  after  the 
fashion  of  t\  conscientious  wife  and  mother. 

Mrs.  Mills  was  born  in  Manchester,  England, 
Ai)ril  (),  1842,  where  her  father  carried  on  mer- 
chandising, but  died  while  comparatively  a  young 
man  not  far  from  the  place  of  his  birth.  The  mother 
then  came  with  her  children  to  the  United  States, 
and  Mrs.  Mills  received  a  practical  education, 
mostly  in  T(K'umseh,  this  county,  where  she  had 
lived  since  a  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  IMills  after  their 
marriage  located  upon  their  present  homestead, 
Avhich  at  that  time  bore  little  resemblance  to  its 
present  state.  It  has  required  the  exercise  of  great 
labor  and  wise  forethought  to  bring  the  farm  to  its 
present  condition,  as  one  of  the  most  desirable  home- 
steads in  Southern  Michigan.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral agriculture  Mr.  Mills  makes  a  specialty  of  sheep- 
raising,  handling  mostly  the  American  Merinos. 
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Gabriel  Mills,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
largely  interested  in  the  development  of  Macon 
Township,  was  born  in  what  is  now  Ocean  County, 
N.  J.,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  recog- 
nized as  a  youth  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  business  capacity.  Before  leaving  his  native 
State,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Collins,  of 
excellent  English  ancestry  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try during  the  Colonial  days.  Miss  Collins  was 
reared  to  womanhood  in  her  native  State  of  New  | 
Jersey,  and  proved  in  all  respects  a  most  suitable 
companion  for  her  husband,  being  active,  energetic, 
intelligent,  and  always  ambitious  for  the  welfare  of 
her  family.  Both  the  Mills  and  (Collins  families 
were  of  old  Quaker  stock,  and  Gabriel  Mills  and  his 
wife,  who  were  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  adhered  during  their  entire  life 
with  pious  devotion  to  the  faith  which  had  l)een 
taught  them  in  their  childhood. 

In  1834,  after  the  birth  of  three  children.  Gabriel 
Mills  and  his  wife  decided  to  seek  their   fortune  in 
the  undeveloped  Territory  of  Michigan.      Mr.   M., 
the  year    before,    furnished    means    and    sent    his 
brother  James  to  this  county  with  a  stock  of  goods, 
and  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  these,  he  erected 
a  small  sawmill  in  Macon  Township,  near  the  creek, 
which  was  the  first  structure  of  the  kind  in  this  part 
of    Lenawee  County.     This  institution  was   hailed 
with  delight  by  the   settlers,   and   for  years  aft(>r- 
ward  was  extensively  patronized,  it  being  difficult 
to  fill  the  orders  which  came  pouring  in.     The  store 
was  established    in  a  small  barn   belonging  to   Mr. 
Pennington,  another  pioneer,  and   from  this  were 
purchased  the  first  goods  brought  into  Macon  Town- 
ship to  sell.     When  Gabriel  Mills  joined  his  brother 
James,  his  first  business  was  to  put  up  a   small   log 
house  for  the  accommodation  of    his   family,  after 
which  he  superintended  the  operations  of  his    store 
and  mill,  and  was  greatly  prospered   in    his  labors. 
He  invested  his  surplus  capital  in   additional    land, 
and  before  his  death  had  become  the  owner  of  more 
than  800  acres.     The  homestead  of   UJO  acres  com- 
prised the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 9,  and  east  half  of  southeast  quarter  of  section 
8;  this  land  the  father  had  brought  to  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.     He  had  also  been   active  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  schools  and  churches,  and  religiously 


was  one  of  the  old-time  followers  of  Elias  Hick, 
while  politically  he  w^as  a  stanch  Whig.  He  died 
at  the  homestead  in  1857,  aged  fifty -eight  years, 
while  his  widow  is  yet  hving  there  and  has  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

14ie  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  jMiss  Maria 
Ferguson,  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Shuf- 
fiebotham)  Ferguson,  the  former  a  native  of  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  and  the  latter  of  Manchester,  En- 
gland. The  parents  were  married  in  the  lattej' city, 
whfu'e  the  father  conducted  the  business  of  a  cloth- 
ier from  that  time  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
Ai)ril  31,  1848,  when  he  was  thirty  years  of  age, 
leaving  his  wife  with  three  small  children— Emma, 
Maria  and  Frederick  A.  The  mother,  hi  1850  or 
1851,  accompanied  by  her  two  daughters,  came  to 
America,  and  at  once  sought  the  West  as  her  per- 
manent  home.  They  located  in  Tecumseh,  this 
county,  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  was  subsequently  mar- 
ried to  David  Hatch,  of  Macon  Township,  where  the 
death  of  botli  took  place  some  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Hatch  and  her  first  husband   were   members  of  the 

'    Church  of  England. 

ISL\  and  Mrs.  Mills  have  no  children  of  their  own, 

i  but  in  1881  adopted  a  little  boy,  the  son  of  parents 
bearing  their  own  name.  Gabriel,  as  they  named 
him.  is  a  bright  and   intelligent  lad,    and    a   great 

i  comfort  to  his  foster-parents.  Mr.  Mills  politically, 
uniformly  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and 
wherever  known  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
valued  residents  of  Lenawee  County. 

1/  YMAN  E.  HAUSE,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
I  I  /g)  old  resident  of  Ridgeway  Township,  resides 
I  I|lX  on  section  4,  where  he  owns  a  fine  i)roperty 
of  eighty  acres,  which  is  known  as  the  old  Hause 
homestead.  Mr.  Hause  became  the  owner  of  this 
property  in  1878,  since  which  time  his  skillful  man- 
ag(nnent  has  resulted  in  greatly  improving  it.  Al- 
though incurring  a  considerable  debt  at  the  time 
of  his  purchase,  his  energy  and  industry  will  soon 
enable  him  to  clear  it  of  all  incumbrance. 

Our  subject  was  born  where  he  now^  resides,  Dec, 

21,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Sanford  Hause,  who  was 

i    born  and  reared  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y„  where  be 
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grew  to  manhood  and  selected  Miss  Lydia  Swart- 
hout  for  his  companion  in  life.  She  had  been 
reared  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  surrounded 
by  similar  influences  as  her  husband.  The  parents 
continued  to  reside  on  a  farm  in  Seneca  County 
until  their  household  was  increased  by  the  birth  of 
four  children,  when,  feeling  the  necessity  for  better 
opportunities  to  use  the  limited  means  at  their  com- 
mand, they  decided  to  join  the  tide  of  emigration 
which  was  then  setting  toward  Southern  Michignn,  ' 
and  which  place  accordingly  became  their  home 
more  than  fifty  years  ago.  The  country  was  then 
in  its  primitive  condition,  and  the  settlement  below 
the  Ridge,  in  Ridgeway  l\_)wnship,  had  few  inhab- 
itants other  than  the  wikl  game  and  animals  wliich  , 
the  settlers  found  there  upon  their  arrival.  This 
section  was  then  very  low  and  flat,  being  thouglit 
by  many  to  have  originally  formed  a  part  of  Lake 
Erie.  The  land  was  exceedingly  wet  and  muddy, 
so  much  so  that  it  was  known  as  ''the  Muddy 
Swamp,"  and  was  greatly  dreaded  l)y  travelers. 

The  elder  liause  took  u^)  liis  home  on  this  flat 
land,  building  himself  a  log  hut  on  the  principal 
road.  When  travel  began  to  increase,  he  enlarged 
his  original  cabin  and  converted  it  into  a  public 
house,  known  in  those  times  as  a  tavern,  which  he 
operated  for  some  years  successfully  and  gained  the 
reputation  of  being  a  genial  landlord.  The  muddy 
condition  of  the  roads  contril)uted  to  his  prosper- 
ity, as  it  frequently  necessitated  delay  on  the  part 
of  travelers,  and  he  kept  many  of  his  guests  two 
nights.  Travelers  would  get  within  a  mile  or  so 
of  the  house,  and  leaving  their  wagons  in  the 
muddy  road,  would  proceed  to  the  tavern  and  put 
up,  in  order  to  give  their  worn-out  teams  a  chance 
to  recuperate.  The  next  day  they  would  not  get 
very  far  on  the  other  side  of  the  hotel,  and  would 
return  to  the  house  and  spend  another  night  of 
comfort  and  good  cheer. 

An  incident  told  by  one  of  the  guests  who  stopped 
at  this  wayside  inn  will  serve  to  illustrate  the 
condition  of  the  primitive  roads  in  that  section. 
The  author  of  the  story  was  a  real  Yankee,  and 
some  allowance  should  perhaps  be  made  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  imagination.  As  he  was  coming 
through  the  swamp,  so  he  says,  and  was  nearing  the 
tavern,  he  saw  a  liat,  as  he  supposed,  lying  on  the 
^^i-— -—"——— ^ ^ «— — 


ground.  He  reached  down  from  his  animal,  which 
was  sinking  deep  into  the  bog,  to  pick  up  the  hat, 
but  was  told  by  a  voice  from  under  it  to  let  it 
alone,  as  the  wearer  was  all  right,  since  he  had  a 
good  horse  under  himl  The  meat  supplied  for 
Father  Manse's  guests  consisted  chiefly  of  venison, 
which  was  prepared  by  the  landlord's  faithful  wife. 

Sanford  Hause  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  and  died 
Feb.  15,  1885.  He  fllled  the  office  of  Supervisor 
for  several  years,  and  was  many  times  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  being  known  for  many  years  by 
the  familiar  name  of  ^- Squire  Hause."  He  was  a 
charter  memljer  of  the  First  Christian  Church,  of 
Ridgeway,  of  which  his  wife,  who  still  survives,  is 
a  niembei',  as  was  also  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Coryell, 
of  Ridgeway,  who  is  now  deceased. 

The  only  (>p[)ortunities  for  education  which  our 
subject  enjoyed  were  those  derived  from  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  neighborhood,  enlarged  by  his 
own  observation  and  a  general  reading  of  good 
books  and  periodicals.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  late^ 
war,  having  enlisted  Aug.  12.  1862,  in  Comi)any  F, 
26th  Michigan  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Saviers,  which  b(K*ame  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Totomac.  Company  F,  however,  was  detached  and 
assigned  to  guard  dut}^  dirring  the  whol(»  three 
years  of  service,  at  Alexandria,  Va.  Oui'  subject 
thus  saw  little  fighting,  but  was  ex[)o.>ed  to  many 
physical  dangers  and  hardshii)S,  from  which  he  con- 
tracted a  fever  and  other  forms  of  <lisease,  which 
have  somewhat  impaired  his  health.  He  wa,s  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Jackson,  June  14,  1SG5,  and 
upon  his  i-eturn  home  he  resumed  his  agricultural 
pursuits,  in   which  he  has  been  engaged  ever  since. 

Mr.  Hause  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Emma  Focklington,  to  whom  he  was 
united  Feb.  17,  1866,  at  Ida  Station,  Monroe  Co., 
Mich.  She  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
l)orn  about  1846,  and  when  a  mere  child  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents,  who  settled  in  Ridge- 
way Township,  this  county,  where  they  are  still  liv- 
ing, on  a  pleasant  little  farm.  By  her  union  with 
our  subjec^t  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
(^i-en — William  S.,  Irva  and  Emma — all  of  whom  are 
still  living  at  home.  She  died  at  the  birth  of 
the  last  child,  Sept.  23,  1875.  Mr.  Hause  was 
married  a  second  time,  to  Miss  Caroline  Kniffen, 
«_._«._.« «_™« ..««,««™,_«~«.— ^^ 
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Avho  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  13, 
1889,  and  came  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  with 
her  parents  while  yet  a  child.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Isaac  L.  and  Eliza  (Fowle)  Kniffen,  who  were 
married  in  Seneca  County,  the  place  of  their  birth. 
They  came  to  Michigan  in  1843,  locating  on  a  farm 
in  Ridge  way  Township,  where  the  mother  is  still 
living  at  a  good  old  age.  She  was  deprived  of  her 
faithful  partner  in  the  year  1881.  Both  were  char- 
ter members  of  the  First  Christian  Church  of  Ridge- 
way. 

To  Lyman  and  Caroline  Ilause  one  child  has 
been  born,  a  son,  Clarence.  Our  subject  and  wife 
are  active  members  and  workers  in  the  Christian 
Church,  while  in  politics  Mr.  H.  is  a  Prohibitionist. 

(^  ARON  WHITACRE  is  a  well-to-do  farmer 

(^/u\\    of   many    years'  experience.     He   and   his 

good  wife  are  passing  their  declining  years 

on  their  farm,  w^hich  is   pleasantly   located 

on  section    16   of  Dover  Township,  and  are   in  the 

enjoyment  of  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  in  the 

neighborhood. 

Mr.  Whitacre  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Robert  Whitacre,  was  born 
Dec.  28,  1731),  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  as  was  his 
Avife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Winder,  who 
was  born  Oct.  18,  1740.  The  latter  was  a  relative 
of  Gen.  Winder.  Both  she  and  her  husband  died 
in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  of  English  and  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  His 
father,  Joseph  Whitacre,  was  born  in  Wakefield 
Township,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  28,  1772.  He  mar- 
ried Catharine  Adlum,  who  was  born  in  Little  York, 
York  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  29,  1770.  They  settled  in  Ly- 
coming County,  Pa.,  wdiere  they  continued  to  re- 
side until  their  death.  Mr.  Whitacre,  Sr.,  was  a 
man  of  much  practical  ability  and  experience,  and 
was  much  looked  up  to  b}'^  his  neighbors;  he  was  a 
farmer  and  surveyor  by  occupation.  He  died  May 
15,  1844,  and  his  wife  died  Jan.  31,  1851.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  his  parents' 
children.     He   was  born  in  Muncie  Township,  Ly- 


coming  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  15,  1814.  He  was  reared  to 
a  farmer's  life  on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  a 
sound,  common-sense  training  from  his  parents. 
He  lived  with  them  until  he  was  twenty-four  years 
of  age,  actively  assisting  his  father  in  carrying  on 
his  farm. 

Mr.  Whitacre's  marriage  to  Miss  Aiuia  Carson 
took  place  on  the  22d  of  February,  1838.  She  was 
born  in  Shrewsbury  Township,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pa,, 
Oct.  26, 1817.  After  his  marriage  he  rented  the  old 
homestead  <:)f  his  father,  and  commenced  farming 
for  himself.  He  continued  to  reside  on  that  place 
for  nearly  four  years,  and  then  concluded  to  leave 
his  native  State  and  try  farming  in  Ohio.  Accord- 
ingly he  removed  to  Lucas  County,  that  State, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  in  Spencer  Township. 
During  his  residence  there  the  wife,  who  had  ac- 
companied him  from  their  old  home,  and  had 
bravely  endured  with  him  the  discomforts  of  settle- 
ment in  a  new  country,  died  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1846,  leaving  him  with  a  family  of  four  small  chil- 
dren. The  following  is  the  record  of  their  chil- 
dren, all  of  w^hom  grew  to  maturity:  (jieorge,  who 
lives  in  Nebraska;  Jacob,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
1st  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  died  of  congestion  of  the 
brain  at  Augusta,  Ark.;  William,  wdio  resides  in 
Wichita  Count}^  Kan.,  and  Sarah  C,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Chester  C.  Van  Dorn,  of  Adrian  Township 

Mr.  Whitacre  was  again  married,  in  Lucas  County, 
in  January,  1847,  to  Rachel  Gardner,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Margaret  (Crawford)  Gardner.  Her 
parents,  after  their  marriage,  had  first  settled  in 
Columbia  County,  Pa.,  and  thence  removed  to 
Lycoming  County.  In  the  fall  of  1842  they  re- 
moved from  the  Keystone  State  to  what  was  then 
Williams  County,  Ohio.  This  county  was  after- 
ward divided,  and  the  part  in  which  tht^y  had  set- 
tled was  called  Defiance  County.  In  that  part  of 
the  Buckeye  State  they  made  tlieir  liome,  and  re- 
mained until  their  death.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  them,  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  Mrs.  Whit- 
acre was  the  sixth  child,  and  was  born  in  Columbia 
Count}^,  Pa.,  April  2,  1817. 

Mr.  Whitacre  lived  in  Spencer  Township  for  ten 
years,  busily  engaged  in  cultivating  his  farm,  on 
which  he  made  many  improvements,  but  afterward 
had  a  chance  to  dispose  of  his  farm  at  an  advance, 
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After  selling"  his  j^ropoiiy  he  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Springfield,  where  he  rented  a  farm  for  a, 
year.  In  I<sr)8  he  left  Ohio  and  came  to  Lenaw^ee 
County  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  farm,  and 
bought  1  20  acr(\s  of  land  in  Dover  Township,  on 
sections  IG  and  21.  Me  made  his  home  on  the  for- 
mer section,  and  encirgeticall}^  set  to  work  to  bring 
his  land  under  good  tillage.  He  now  has  eighty- 
five  acres  of  his  land  well  improved,  has  erected 
commodious  and  substantial  buildings,  and  other- 
wise greatly  increased  the  value  of  his  farm,  which 
may  be  classed  among  the  best  in  tlie  township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitacre  have  been  born  six 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Tfie  sur- 
viving children  are  Ann,  Erasmus  C,  Nancy  A. 
and  Joseph  G.  Ann  is  the  wn"fe  of  Jacob  Whek\ 
of  Franklin  Townsliip,  this  county;  Erasmus  mar- 
ried Miss  Elsie  Hamlin,  and  lives  in  Dover  Town- 
ship; Nancy  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  Allen,  of  Do- 
ver Township;  Joseph  married  Miss  Eimice  Hare, 
and  lives  in  Clayton,  Mich. 

Mr.  Whitacre  is  a  man  of  decided  character  and 
sound  judgment,  is  quite  capable  of  forming  opin- 
ions of  his  own,  and  does  not  fear  to  express  them 
when  occasion  offers.  In  politics  he  is  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  although  he  is  quite  in- 
dependent in  liis  views,  and  endeavors  to  vote  for 
the  best  men  and  measures. 
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\|]OHN  EXELBY,  formerly  an  old  resident  of 
Ridge  way  Township,  is  now^  a  citizen  of  De- 
troit, but  still  maintains  his  interest  and  his 
(^^J//  connection  with  Ridgeway  Township,  where 
he  was  born  March  1),  1840,  {.nd  reared  to  manhood 
at  the  homestead  of  his  father,  on  section  4.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  school,  and  continued 
a  member  of  his  father's  household  until  his  mar- 
riage, Nov.  21,  1860,  to  Miss  Mary  McCam,  of 
Ridgeway  Township. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  a  native  of  Canada, 
was  born  within  hearing  of  the  roar  of  Niagara 
Falls,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  June  4,  1843. 
Her  parents  w^ere  of  Irish  birth  and  ancestry,  and 
emigrated  to  Canada  in  their  youth.  The  father 
died   when  his  daughter  Mary  was  a  young  child. 
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but  she  continued  witli  lier  mother  until  her  mar- 
riage. In  the  spring  of  KSGO  the}'  left  the  Domin- 
ion for  Southeastern  Michigan,  where  Mrs.  E.  be- 
came acquainted  with  her  future  husband  and  was 
married  that  same  year.  This  union  resulted  in 
tlie  birth  of  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  de- 
ceased, namely:  Alphoria,  Henry  L.  and  Carrie, 
who  all  died  in  early  childhood.  The  survivors 
are,  Frederick,  Sullivan  and  Anna  M. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Exelby  soon  after  theii-  marriage, 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Ridgeway  Township,  but  a 
year  later  their  plans  vere  broken  iii  upon  by  the 
Rebellion,  as  Mr.  E.  was  impelled  by  patriotism  to 
respond  to  the  call  for  volunteers  to  assist  in  main- 
taining the  Union.  On  the  (Ith  of  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  26th  Michigan  Infantry, 
the  company  being  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Severs,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Ithaca,  Gratiot 
Co.,  Mich.  The  regiment  was  first  ordered  to 
Washington,  thence  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  where 
Company  F  was  detached  and  held  for  garrison 
duty.  Mr.  Exelby  was  detailed  for  duty  in  the 
Commissary  department,  in  which  he  remained  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war,  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  June  4,  1865.  Although  he  saw  no  act- 
ive service  in  the  field,  he  fulfilled  the  duties  as- 
signed him  in  a  creditable  manner,  and  never  missed 
a  day  in  reporting  for  duty. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Exelby  re- 
sumed farming  in  Ridgewa}^  Township  until  the 
spring  of  1866,  and  then  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Clinton  County  where  he  operated  a  farm  some 
eighteen  months,  and  thence  removed  back  to 
Ridgeway  Township,  this  county,  wdiere,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother  Jesse,  he  ran  a  sawmill  for 
four  years.  Upon  selling  out  his  interest  in  this,  in 
the  spring  of  1872,  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  and 
went  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  where  he  took  up 
1 60  acres  of  land  from  the  Government  near  the 
town  of  Juniata.  This  he  occupied  until  the  fall 
of  1876,  when  he  determined  to  return  to  the 
Wolverine  State.  He  drove  with  a  team  back  to 
Michigan,  arriving  just  in  time  to  become  one  of 
the  sufferers  in  the  grasshopper  scourge  of  that 
summer,  and  which  considerably  dampened  his  reso- 
lution to  remain  in  this  State.  Accordingly  in  the 
fall  of   1877,  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Nebraska, 
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traveling  in  the  same  manner  as  before,  with  teams. 
Mr.  Exelbj^  continued  in  Nebraska  this  time  un- 
til the  fall  of  1871),  and  then  returned  again  with 
teams  to  IMiehigan,  and  located  in  Ridge wa^^  Town- 
ship, where,  in  1S81  he  put  up  the  Forest  Hotel, 
located  in  Britton,  and  where  he  olllciated  as  "mine 
host"  until  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the  summer 
of  1887.  Mr.  Exelby  now  purposes  to  engage  in 
general  merchandising,  and  has  the  business  quali- 
ties necessary  to  success. 

l^^xEHEMJAII  IM.  SUTTON.  One  of  the  most 
I  jj  beautiful  homesteads  in  Tecumseh  Town- 
W^Mi)  ship  is  owned  and  occupied  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  It  comprises  a  line  body  of  land, 
and  a  handsome  and  commodious  two-story  dwell- 
ing, which  stands  nearl}^  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  main  road,  and  is  approached  by  a  beautiful 
avenue,  flanked  on  either  side  b}^  handsome  shade 
trees  and  ending  in  well-kept  grounds.  Every- 
thing about  tlie  premises  indicates  the  existence  of 
cultivated  and  refined  tastes,  and  the  family  are 
among  the  most  widely  known  and  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Lenawee  County. 

The  first  representative  of  this  name  in  America 
was  one  Joseph  Sutton,  whose  father  emigrated  from 
Lincolnshire,  England,  and  located  first  in  INTassa- 
chusetts.  The  son  subsequently  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  Long  Island,  where  he  died  betwcjcn  1765 
and  1770.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Sands,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  a  large  family,  among  whom 
was  Moses  Sutton,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
who  was  born  March  15,  1756,  and  married  JMiss 
Rebecca  Underhill.  Among  their  sons  was  Isaac 
Sutton,  who  was  born  May  3,  1789,  and  became  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  spent  his  earlj^  life  in 
New  York,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  married, 
in  October,  1810,  Miss  Sarah  Underhill,  who  was 
born  Feb.  6,  1790,  and  was  the  daughter  of  eJames 
and  Phebe  Underhill.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  30,  1861, 
while  the  mother  died  at  the  homestead  in  1872. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  21, 
1  829,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared 
until  seven  years  of  age.     He  then,  in  the  spring  of 


1836,  removed  with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  where 
they  located  on  a  farm  of  640  acres  which  the  father 
purchased  near  Battle  Creek.  Upon  first  reaching 
this  section  of  country,  Indians  were  more  numer- 
ous than  white  people,  but  the  elder  Sutton  was  a 
man  of  great  energy  and  resolution,  and  built  up  a 
good  home  from  the  wilderness,  spending  his  last 
dnys  in  ease  and  comfort.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  the  mother  came  to  Raisin  Township,  this 
county,  where  her  death  took  place  in  the  fall  of 
1871. 

The  children  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Underhill) 
Sutton,  nine  in  number,  included  eight  sons  and 
one  daughter,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years. 
Of  these,  Nehemiah  M.  was  the  youngest,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  pursuits,  in  the  meantime  receiving 
a  good  education  in  his  adopted  State.  He  con- 
tinued under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when,  desirous  of  a  change  of  occupa- 
tion, he  repaired  to  Detroit  and  learned  daguerreo- 
typing:  he  still  has  a  picture  which  he  made  of  his 
mother  after  the  old  fashion,  and  which  is  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation.  He  remained  in  Detroit  about 
five  years,  then  removed  to  Raisin  Township,  this 
county,  where  he  began  farming,  and  continued 
until  after  tlie  death  of  his  father.  He  then  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  homestead,  and  in  the 
meantime  purchased  the  property  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies in  the  vicinity  of  Tecumseh.  This  farm 
comprises  240  acres  of  land,  and  besides  the  resi- 
dence afread}^  spoken  of,  there  are  about  six  barns 
and  various  other  out-buildings  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sheltering  stock  and  storing  grain.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  j)roperty  he  has  another  farm  of  210 
acres  in  Franklin  Township,  with  an  equal  number 
of  barns,  and  all  the  other  buildings  necessary,  with 
the  latest  improved  machinery;  he  has  also  twenty 
acres  in  Raisin  Township.  As  a  stock-raiser  Mr. 
Sutton  has  obtained  an  enviable  reputation;  his 
stock  consists  mostly  of  horses  and  sheep,  although 
he  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
swine.  He  sows  about  200  acres  of  wheat  an- 
nually. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
March  13,  1854,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  E.  Sat- 
terthwaite,  a  native  of  this  State,  and  the  daughter 
of    Reuben    and    Rachel  Satterthwaite,   who  were 
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among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Lenawee  County. 
They  located  in  Raisin  Township,  where  they  were 
residents  for  a  short  time,  and  are  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Sutton  was  born  June  27, 1835,  and  was  reared 
at  the  home  of  her  uncle,  with  whom  she  continued 
until  her  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  there 
were  born  two  children:  Anna  R.,  now  the  wife  of 
Frederick  Stoepel,  of  the  firm  of  Bnrnham.  Stoepel 
&  Co.,  wholesale  dry-goods  merchants  of  Detroit; 
and  Mary  R.,  the  wife  of  James  S.  Wilson,  also  a 
member  of  the  above  firm. 

Mr.  Sutton  has  invested  most  of  his  capital  in 
Tecumseh  Township,  owning  nine-tenths  of  the 
Opera  House  stock  in  the  town,  besides  his  exten- 
sive farming  lands  adjacent,  which  altogether  in- 
clude about  470  acres.  Fie  is  one  of  the  solid  men 
of  his  community,  who  is  depended  upon  to  furtlier 
its  best  interests,  and  has  always  proved  himself 
equal  to  the  demands  upon  him ;  he  votes  the  straight 
Repubhcan  ticket. 

^OHN  MAWDSLEY,  City  Clerk  of  Adrian, 
has  for  many  years  enjoyed  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  those  who  have  watched  his 
J  career  with  interest  during  the  years  in 
which  he  has  been  prominent  among  the  people  of 
Adrian,  and  in  which  he  has  signalized  himself  as  a 
citizen  of  good  business  abilities  and  generally  in- 
terested in  the  welfare  of  his  communit3^  The 
settlement  of  this  count}^  was  largely  effected  from 
the  first  by  the  better  class  of  a  foreign-born  popu- 
lation, who  came  here  armed  principally  with  stout 
hands  and  resolute  wills,  and  were  numbered  among 
the  most  responsible  and  reliable  pioneers  of  the 
State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Manchester,  England,  Oct.  31,  1841,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Mawdsley, 
who  were  of  excellent  Scotch  ancestry.  William 
Mawdsley  spent  his  entire  life  on  his  native  soil, 
and  died  near  the  scenes  of  his  early  youth  and 
manhood  about  1869;  the  mother  is  still  living  and 
now  quite  aged.  The  parental  household  included 
eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  John   was   the    second    born.     He  acquired 


his  ('(hication  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city,  and  occupied  himself  as  a  teacher  one  year 
and  seven  mouths.  He  then  engaged  as  a  clerk 
iu  a  wholesaler  heather  establishment,  occupying  this 
position  five  years,  and  leaving  with  the  good-will 
of  his  employers  and  co-laborers.  In  the  spring  of 
1864  he  sailed  for  America,  landing  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  of  which  he  remained  a  resident  two 
years.  From  there  he  nrigrated  south  westward 
to  Louisiana,  and  was  occupied  as  a  painter  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  two  years. 

Mr.  Mawdsley  was  now  seized  with  a  strong  de- 
sire to  visit  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  youth, 
and  accordingly,  in  February,  1869,  he  set  sail  for 
the  shores  of  his  native  England.  After  a  safe  voy- 
age he  was  welcomed  uuder  the  old  roof  tree,  and 
spent  three  months  visiting  among  his  former 
friends  and  associates.  He  had  no  desire,  however 
to  remain  there  permanently,  and  at  the  end  of. that 
time  set  sail  again  for  the  United  States,  this  time 
making  Chicago  his  objective  point.  Here  he  en- 
gaged in  painting  until  December,  1870,  when  he 
made  his  way  to  this  county,  and  in  the  city  of 
Adrian  entered  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Manu- 
facturing Company,  in  which  he  continued  until 
the  destruction  of  the  works  by  fire.  About  this 
time,  hearing  of  a  good  opening  in  Cincinnati 
for  workmen,  he  repaired  thither,  but  only  staid 
about  three  months.  Returning  to  Adrian  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  he  became  an  employe  of 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
Co.,  with  which  he  remained  from  1877  to  1884^ 
when  he  became  interested  in  public  matters, 
and  evinced  such  good  judgment  and  ability  that 
he  was  elected  City  Recorder  !)y  a  majority  of 
ninety- two  votes.  At  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  in  this  office,  he  was  xe-elected  and  is  now 
serving  his  fourth  term.  He  proved  himself  a  most 
efficient  officer,  and  one  above  party  factions  and 
strife. 

Mr.  Mawdsley,  while  a  resident  of  Adrian,  made 
the  acquaintance  of  one  of  its  most  estimable  young 
ladies.  Miss  Mary  C.  Anthony,  of  Mendon,  N.  Y., 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  January,  1872.  This 
lady  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  Esther  E. 
and  Margaret,  and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
Adrian,  May   8,   1878.     The    present  wife   of  our 
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.siihjcHjt,  to  whom  he  wns  iiuirried  in  December,  1880, 
was  formerly  Miss  Alice  Nicholson,  a  native  of 
Hillsdale,  this  State,  and  was  born  March  5,  1845. 
Her  parents  are  at  the  present  time  residing  in 
Adrian.  The  family  residence  is  pleasantl}^  located 
at  No.  35  Bntler  street.  Mr.  M.,  politically,  is  a, 
stanch  Democrat,  and  socially  a  member  of  Adrian 
Lodge  No.  8,  L  O.  O.  F.;  he  also  belongs  to  Adrian 
Lodge  No.  19,  F.  iir  A.M. 

^ ^^ ^ 
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HARLE8  A.  CHALONER.  By  a  happy 
dispensation  of  nature  one  man  is  fitted  for 
one  station  in  life  and  another  for  another, 
and  hapi)y  is  he  wlio  possesses  the  wisdom  to  chose 
that  to  which  he  is  l)est  adapted.  The  subject  of 
this  narrative  is  carrying  on  a  business  wliich  affords 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  a  large  proportion  of 
citizens,  being  a  newsdealer  of  ripe  experience, 
with  a  fine  stock  of  literature  always  on  hand,  and 
also  commands  a  good  trade  in  tobacco  and  its 
natural  accompaniments.  He  is  located  in  a  hand- 
somely appointed  store  on  Maumee  street,  and  is 
mentioned  as  the  leader  in  this  department  of  busi- 
ness in  the  city  of  Adrian.  Politically  he  is  a 
prominent  Republican,  and  religiously,  an  active 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Socially  and 
financially  lie  occupies  an  enviable  position  among 
the  intelligent  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  towns  in  the  Wolverine  State. 

Mr.  Chaloner  was  born  in  the  city  of  London, 
England,  May  22,  1829,  of  parents  who  were  also  of 
English  birth  and  highly  educated,  both  following 
the  profession  of  teacher  for  many  3^ears  before  their 
marriage.  Charles  J.  and  Eliza  (Latham)  Chaloner 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  living,  and  of 
whom  Charles  A.  of  our  sketch  w^as  the  eldest. 
The  latter,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  received 
the  advantages  of  a  common-school  education,  sup- 
plemented by  a  careful  home  training.  He  was 
also  taught  habits  of  industry,  and  when  a  youth  of 
fifteen  years  began  serving  an  apprenticeship  at  tfie 
shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed  as  a  journey- 
man for  some  time  afterward. 

Young  Chaloner  remained  a  resident  of  his  native 
city  until  reaching  manhood,  and  three  years  after 


his  marriage,  which  took  place  Ma.y  Lj,  1855. 
His  bride  was  Miss  Diana  Moore,  of  Staffordshire, 
and  the  young  people  commenced  life  together  in 
a  modest  dwelling  in  Wolverhampton,  Stafford- 
shire. For  three  ^-ears  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Chal- 
oner continued  at  his  trade,  but  the  results  not  being 
entirely  satisfactory,  he  resolved  to  (change  his  loca- 
tion. He  accordingly  sailed  from  iJverpool  in 
January,  1858,  with  his  little  family,  and  eight 
weeks  later  found  himself  upon  American  soil,  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  From  there  he  went  over 
into  Canada,  but  after  a  short  time  returned  to  the 
States  and  made  his  way  westward,  coming  to 
Adrian  in  September,  1858.  Here  he  soon  secured 
employment  at  his  trade  and  was  thus  occupied 
about  eighteen  years. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Chaloner,  by  a  course  of 
industry  and  perseverance,  had  accumulated  a 
snug  little  capital,  and  Avith  this  opened  the  news 
and  tobacco  store  which  has  since  developed  into 
one  of  the  important  business  features  of  the  city. 
He  was  first  located  on  North  Main  street,  from 
which  he  removed  to  his  present  store  in  1880,  and 
commands  a  fine  patronage  from  the  best  residents 
of  the  city. 

The  little  household  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
includes  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters, 
viz.,  Annie  E.,  William  H.,  Rosa  E.  and  Laura  L. 
William  H.  is  the  efficient  assistant  of  his  father  in 
the  store.  Another  son,  Charles  eT,  died  in  1863, 
at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years.  Mrs.  Chal- 
oner is  a  lady  greatly  esteemed  in  the  community, 
and  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  C.  was  at  one  time  Chief  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment at  Adrian,  and  has  for  years  been  prominent 
in  city  affairs  and  is  well  knowji  to  a  large  propor- 
tion of  its  people. 

^^DOLF  WPffiELER,  of  the  firm  of  Wheeler 
(@p||    &  Aldrich,  dealers  in  boots  and    shoes  in 

Ifm  Adrian,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  business 
1^  men  of  the  city,  and  takes  a  lively  interest 

in  its  material  welfare.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  native  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Manchester,  Washtenaw  County,   March   22,   1842. 
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His  father  was  Prosper  »!.,  a  native  of  Comjeetieut, 
who  was  born  in  Middletown,  and  the  maiden  name 
of  his  mother,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N. 
Y.,  was  Zadia  B.  Ben  ham.  In  1831,  soon  after 
their  marriage,  the  parents  removed  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw^  County,  where 
they  remained  five  years,  and  then  removed  to  Na- 
])oleon,  Jackson  County,  where  they  purchased  a 
farm,  upon  which  they  lived  many  years,  engaged 
in  its  successful  cultivation.  Thence  they  removed 
t<j  Manchester,  Washtenaw  County,  and  subse- 
quently to  Lenawee  County,  where  the  father  died 
in  the  spring  of  1877,  leaving  a  wife  and  six  chil- 
dren. The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  in  the  city  of  Adrian. 

Adolf  Wheeler,  the  subject  of  this  sketcti,  is  next 
to  the  3^oungest  of  the  ciiildren  of  the  parental  fam- 
ily. His  boyhood  was  passed  in  Manchester,  his 
native  town,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
and  acquired  a  good  practical  education.  There, 
also,  he  began  his  mercantile  experience  by  enter- 
ing a  general  store  as  a  clerk,  and  soon  after  his  ar- 
rival in  Lenawee  County  he  was  employed  by  the 
firm  of  Comstock  &  Wheeler,  of  Adrian,  and  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  clerk  until  18()1.  In  that  year 
he  was  employed  by  J.  H.  Bod  well,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  whicli  oc- 
curred in  1864.  Soon  afterward  Mr.  Wheeler 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  DeFoe,  and  pur- 
chased the  stock  of  dry-goods  and  carpets  of  tlie  de- 
ceased, and  continued  the  business  until  1872,  at 
which  time  Mr.  Wheeler  disposed  of  his  interest  to 
his  partner.  After  this  he  was  variously  engaged 
until  1881,  when  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
Asa  W.  Aldrich,  and  embarked  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business  at  Nos.  10  and  12  East  Maumee  street, 
where  they  carry  a  full  and  complete  stock  of  boots 
and  shoes  of  eastern  manufacture;  both  partners 
are  well  known,  and  they  are  well  established  in 
their  business. 

On  the  2d  of  August,  1871,  Mr.  AV heeler  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Isabelle  H.  Hatheway, 
of  New  Baltimore,  Mich.,  where  she  was  born  on 
the  18th  of  January,  1851,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Grilbert  Hatheway,  a  well-known  and  popular  citi- 
zen of  New  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Wheeler  takes  an  active  interest  in  the   wel- 


fare of  the  city  of  his  residence,  and  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  advancing  its  interests  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Third  Ward  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. He  is  a  prominent  figure  in  fraternity  circles, 
and  is  a  member  of  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Adrian  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M.;  Adrian 
Council  No.  18,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Adrian  Commandery 
No.  4,  K.  T.,  and  Michigan  Southern  Consistory, 
3 2d  degree,  A.  ^  A.  Rite. 
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^(  OSEPH  THACKRA Y,  a  resident  of  Ridge- 
way  Township  for  the  last  forty -five  years, 
came  to  this  section  of  country  with  his  par- 
(^^|//  ents  when  a  little  lad  three  years  of  age. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Locke) 
Thackray,  natives  of  Yorksliire,  England,  and  was 
born  in  the  same  county  in  Albion  as  his  parents, 
July  17,  1839.  Three  years  later  the  latter  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  and  came  directly  to 
this  county,  Avhere  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  the  mother  passing  away  in  June,  1886, 
and  the  father  July  1,  1887,  at  the  ages  of  sixty- 
nine  and  seventy-two  years  respectively. 

William  Thackray  and  his  wife  were  most  excel- 
lent Christian  people,  and  among  the  early  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Christian  Church  at  Ridgeway. 
The  father  cleared  a  farm  from  the  primitive  soil 
and  built  up  a  comfortable  homestead,  enjoying  in 
the  meantime  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  him.  After  becoming  a  naturalized  Amer- 
ican citizen,  he  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic part}^,  of  which  he  remained  a  member  until 
the  day  of  his  death. 

The  Thackray  family  is  of  pure  English  ancestry, 
and  largely  represented  by  intelligent  and  wealthy 
men.  Joseph,  our  subject,  pursued  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  as  a  nat- 
ural result,  at  the  death  of  the  latter  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  homestead.  To  this  place  he  brought 
a  bride  in  the  spring  of  1859,  having  been  married 
April  19,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Flues,  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Laura  (Gifford)  Plues,  who  was  born  in 
Ridgeway  Township,  Feb.  22,  1840.  Mrs.  Thack- 
ray, like  her  husband,  is  of  pure  P^nglish  ancestry. 
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Her  father  came  to  the  ITiiited  States  when  a  young 
man,  and  located  in  New  York  State,  where  he  wns 
subsequently  married.  After  his  marriage  he  came 
directly  to  this  county,  and  the  parents  spent  their 
last  days  in  Ridgeway  Township.  Mrs.  Thackray 
was  their  eldest  child.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject there  have  been  born  two  children:  Mary  A., 
the  wife  of  Wesley  Lester,  who  is  farming  in  Ridge- 
way Township,  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Niverson,  who  is  engaged  in  carpentering  nt 
Britton  Station.  Mr.  Thackray  has  served  as  Town- 
ship Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  Highways, and, 
occupied  other  offices  of  trust.  He  was  reared  by 
his  honored  father  in  the  Democratic  faith,  to  which 
"he  still  solidly  adheres. 
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OHN  A.  HECK,  of  the  firm  of  Heck  Bros., 
proprietors  of  the  Tecumseh  Elouring  Mills, 
of  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  is  one  of  the  leading 
/  business  men  of  the  city.  These  mills  are 
oiTthe  banks  of  the  Raisin  River,  in  what  was  form- 
erl}^  Brownsville,  a  place  of  some  historic  interest 
as  having  been  a  mill-site  for  between  forty  and 
fifty  years.  Here  was  erected  the  first  gristmill  that 
was  built  in  this  part  of  the  county,  an  old-fash- 
ioned water-mill,  and  though  parts  of  it  have  been 
incorporated  into  other  mills  that  have  since  been 
built  on  the  same  spot,  none  of  it  is  recognizable  in 
the  present  structure.  That  mill  was  known  for 
hundreds  of  miles  in  all  directions,  and  the  first 
grist  was  ground  about  the  4th  of  eTuly,  1825,  from 
which  cake  was  made  to  celebrate  oik  National  holi- 
day. 

Mr.  Heck  was  born  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Aug.  16,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Mar- 
garet (Heagy)  Heck.  John  A.  is  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  and  received  a  good  educa- 
tion in  Carlisle,  in  his  native  State.  When  he  was 
quite  young  he  went  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  where  he 
lived  for  twenty  years,  employed  at  a  salary  in  the 
management  of  a  large  flouring-mill.  During  his 
residence  there  he  was  somewhat  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Assessor 
of  St.  Joseph  County,  which  he  held  for  eight  years, 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  that  responsible  position  with 


much  satisfaction  to  the  [X'ople.  From  South  Bend 
he  removed  to  Flowerfield,  Midi.,  where  he  and  his 
brother  purchased  the  Flowerfield  Mills  of  Mr.  A. 
Black,  and  operated  them  very  successfully  ff)r 
eight  years. 

In  1874  Jolui  Heck  came  to  Tecumseh,  and  i)ur- 
chasing  the  Tecumseh  Mills,  the  Heck  brothers  im- 
mediately began  to  repair  and  remodel  them 
throughout,  putting  in  a  con)[)lete  roller  system  and 
adding  all  the  att.'ichnients  and  improvements,  un- 
til everything  about  the  mills  is  in  perfect  order. 
They  have  spent  over  $20,000  on  the  mills,  and  are 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  and  prosperous 
business.  Much  of  the  flour,  which  is  of /i  superior 
grade,  is  shipped  to  many  of  the  important  towns 
and  cities  of  Ireland,  Cork  l)eing  one  of  the  princi- 
pal places  of  shipment.  The  capacity  of  the  mills, 
which  are  run  l\y  water  power,  is  250  barrels  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  Heck  brothers  are  prac- 
tical millers  of  long  experience  in  the  l)usiness, 
which  gives  them  great  advantage  over  inexperi- 
enced competitors. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Heck  was  in  early  life  a  Whig, 
and  later,  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
he  very  naturally  fell  into  the  ranks  of  that  organ- 
ization, and  has  ever  since  been  a  stanch  advocate 
of  that  party,  supporting  its  measures  and  voting 
for  its  candidates  for  office.  He  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  and  has  done  efficient  service 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 

^j^. O RM AN  J.  STRONG .  The  snug  homestead 
I  j)  of  this  gentleman  in  Madison  Township  is 
lls/ZL)  conspicuous  by  its  excellent  improvements 
and  the  air  of  comfort  within  and  around  the  dwell- 
ing, which  stands  in  the  midst  of  choice  fruit  and 
shade  trees,  and  otherwi'se  gives  evidence  of  the 
taste  and  industrj^  of  the  proprietor.  Here  he  has 
sixty  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land  and  has,  in  a 
great  measure,  closely  followed  the  theories  of 
Horace  Greeley,  that  a  moderate  area  well  culti- 
vated was  much  more  desirable  than  a  greater  ex- 
tent of  land  partially  neglected.  The  soil  in  this 
vicinity  is  remarkably  fertile  and  3ields  to  the 
hands   of  the   husbandman  good  results,  and    Mr. 
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Strong,   in    consequence,    enjojb   a  conifoi table  in- 
come. 

Onr  subject  Avas  born  in  West  Bloonifield,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1824,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
C'harles  and  Lorinda  (Fisher)  Strong,  the  father  a 
native  of  Connecticut  and  the  mother  of  New  York 
State.  They  located  in  Ontario  County  after  their 
marriage  and  thence,  in  1853,  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan, and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Tekonsha 
Township,  Calhonn  Count}^,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living  and  residents  of  New 
York,  Ohio  and  Michigan. 

Mr.  Strong  spent  his  boyhood  and  j^outh  after 
the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  acquiring  his  edu- 
cation mainly  during  the  winter  season,  while  in 
summer  he  assisted  in  plowing,  sowing  and  reaping. 
After  completing  his  studies,  he  engaged  for  a  time  in 
teaching  in  his  native  State,  which  occupation  he  also 
followed  after  coming  to  Michigan,  for  a  period  of 
nine  years.  He  had  no  sooner  set  foot  upon  Michi- 
gan soil  than  applications  came  for  him  to  teacli. 
He  was  engaged  as  Principal  of  Union  City  (Branch 
County)  High  School  for  a  time,  thence  went  to  Te- 
konsha Union  School,  and  in  1857  was  chosen  As- 
sistant Principal  of  Homer  Academy,  Calhoun 
County,  which  position  he  held  until  1860,  the 
year  of  his  marriage.  His  winter  evenings  wei-e 
mostly  spent  in  teachhig 'singing  school.  In  1866 
he  moved  to  Lenawee  County,  and  bought  his  farm 
in  Madison  Township  in  1868. 

Mr.  Strong  was  married  rather  late  in  life,  in 
Madison  Township,  this  county,  Oct.  18,  1860,  to 
Miss  Betsey  A.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Ann  D. 
(Dennis)  Mitchelb  who  removed  from  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y^.,  to  this  State,  the  mother  about  1827 
and  the  father  in  1836.  Mrs.  Strong  was  born  in 
Marengo,  Calhoun  Co.,  Mich.,  July  8,  1840,  and 
remained  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  when 
she  and  her  husband  located  on  a  farm  in  Calhoun 
County.  Mr.  Strong,  while  superintending  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  land,  taught  school  until  about  1865. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  seven 
children,  namely:  Charles  M.,  Emma  A.,  Dennis  F., 
Grace  M.,  Bennie,  Clara  and  Ralph  B.  The  two 
latter  are  deceased,  dying   when  about  three  and 


one-half  and  two  years  of  age,  respectively;  Charles 
M.  married  Miss  Ida  L.  A'alentine,  Sept.  14,  1887, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Madison  Township,  this  county; 
his  wife  is  the  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Evaline 
(Aldrich)  Valentine,  and  is  a  young  lady  of  high 
moral  qualities  and  winning  manners. 

Mr.  Strong,  altliough  mostly  engaged  with  the 
cultivation  of  his  land  and  meddling  very  little 
with  politics,  still  finds  time  to  attend  the  general 
elections,  where  he  usually  votes  the  straight  Re- 
publican ticket.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  Madison  Township  eight  years  and  has  also  held 
the  olfices  of  School  Director  and  Trustee,  and 
in  1875  was  elected  the  first  Superintendent  of 
Schools  in  the  township,  under  a  new  law  creating 
said  office.  For  several  years  he  was  Secretary  of 
Lenawee  Count}'  Farmers'  Club,  and  for  1887  the 
President  of  Lenawee  County  Horticultural  Society. 
For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  annually  elected 
chorister  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church  and  Sun- 
day-school in  Fairfield  Village.  He  has  been  for 
several  years  correspondent  of  a  county  paper  and 
a  few  State  papers.  Mrs.  Strong  also  occasionally  en- 
gages in  the  same  line  of  work.  It  will  be  seen  that 
time  is  not  wasted  in  idleness  at  the  Strong  home. 
He  united  with  the  Congregational  Church  at  East 
Bloomfield  in  about  l«50.  IMrs.  Strong  belongs  to 
the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church,  and  by  a  blameless 
life  sets  a  bright  example  to  the  rising  generation. 

^HOMAS  G.  CHANDLER.  When  the  sailing- 
vessel  ''Christiana"  left  London  in  May,  1854, 
it  had  on  board,  among  other  passengers, 
Thomas  Chandler,  his  wife,  and  four  of  his  family 
of  six  children,  among  whom  was  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  Thomas  G.  They  were  bound  for 
America,  upon  whose  soil  thej^  hoped  they  might 
establish  themselves  in  a  better  position  than  it 
would  be  possible  for  them  to  attain  in  their  native 
country.  They  were  nearly  two  months  making 
the  voyage,  landing  in  New  York  City  on  the  6th 
of  July.  They  proceeded  immediately  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y^.,  and  there  Mr.  Chandler  found  em- 
ployment for  himself  on  a  farm,  farming  being  the 
occupation  to  which  he  had  been   bred.     His   pros- 
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pects  were  encouraging;  work  was  plenty,  wages 
fairly  good,  and  he  was  enabled  to  give  his  children 
the  advantages  of  a  free  school  education.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1863,  when,  having  accumulated 
some  property,  and  desirous  of  owning  a  home,  he 
decided  that  Michigan  offered  greater  inducements 
to  one  wishing  to  invest  in  farming  lands  than  any 
other  State.  Accordingly,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  he  left  New  York  and  made  the  trip  to  tliis 
State  in  a  covered  wagon  drawn  by  one  horse.  He 
bought  forty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Riga 
Township,  and  at  once  built  a  house  and  commenced 
clearing  his  land,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since. 
He  was  born  in  County  Kent,  England,  Feb.  21, 
1807,  and  was  there  married  to  Rebecca  Baker,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Kent  County.  She  died  in 
Riga  Township,  June  1,  1886.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children :  Fanny,  who  married  Thomas 
West,  and  lives  in  Australia;  Charlotte,  who  mar- 
ried James  Appleton,  and  lives  in  Ramsgate,  En- 
gland; George  F.,  living  in  Riga  Township;  Thomas 
G.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Hannah  M.,  who 
married  John  Stiggins,  and  lives  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y. ;  and  Harriet,  who  married  Amos  P.  Albring, 
and  lives  in  Riga  Township. 

Thomas  G.  Chandler,  the  subject  of  oar  sketch, 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Chandler,  was  born 
in  Kent  County,  England,  Aug.  8,  1838,  and  was, 
therefore,  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  pai'ents.  His  opportunities 
for  acquiring  an  education  in  his  native  country 
were  very  limited.  As  soon  as  he  was  large  enough 
he  had  to  work,  performing  such  labor  as  a  boy 
could  do.  He  was  first  employed,  when  quite  small, 
in  keeping  the  crows  and  English  sparrows  from  the 
grain  tields,  and  later  led  the  horses  to  plow.  After 
settling  in  Wa^me  County,  N.  Y.,  he  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  later  the  Macedon  Academy. 
In  1857  he  commenced  teaching,  and  iu  1859  went 
to  Ohio  and  attended  a  select  school  at  Morey's 
Corner,  Fulton  County,  and  in  the  winter  he  taught 
in  Sylvania,  Lucas  County,  in  that  State.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  he  entered  Adrian  College  and  pur- 
sued his  studies  there  one  term.  Subsequently 
he  went  to  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  and  taught 
there  during  the  winter  seasons.  In  the  fall  of  1860 
he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Lenawee  County, 
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which  are  now  included  in  his  present  farm.  Being 
now  a  landed  proprietor,  possessor  of  a  good  educa- 
tion, he  felt  amply  able  to  support  a  family,  and 
Oct.  10,  1860,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Rose  E.  Comstock.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he 
rented  a  log  house  in  Riga  Township  and  com- 
menced clearing  his  land.  He  labored  very  success- 
fully at  this  until  Aug.  31,  1864,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  1 1th  Michigan  Infantry,  going  from 
Cleveland,  where  he  had  joined  his  regiment,  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.  During  the  battle  of  Nashville 
he  was  made  Acting  Commissary  Sergeant.  After 
that  engagement  he  went  with  the  regiment  to 
Chattanooga,  and  served  with  it  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  June^ 
1865.  During  his  absence  in  the  army  his  wife  had 
looked  well  after  the  home  interests,  and  had  added, 
by  purchase,  forty  acres  of  land  adjoining  that 
which  he  had  previously  bought.  After  his  return 
he  built  a  log  house  on  this  latter  acquisition  to 
their  farm,  in  which  they  have  resided  continuously 
ever  since.  He  has  since  added  to  these  purchases, 
and  now  owns  120  acres  of  land,  seventy -five  of 
which  are  in  an  excellent  tillable  condition,  and  has 
erected  good,  substantial  farm  buildings. 

Salmon  Comstock,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Chand- 
ler, was  born  in  1760,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Cooperstown,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  Here  his  son  Giles, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Chandler,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1817. 
The  latter  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  town 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then  came  West  as 
far  as  Toledo,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Sylvania,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio. 
There  he  married  and  soon  after  settled  in  White- 
ford,  Monroe  Co.,  Mich.,  and  was  one  of  the  brave 
pioneers  who  assisted  in  settling  that  place.  He 
bought  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land,  and  built 
a  log  house  in  which  there  were  neither  doors  nor 
windows,  where  the  family  resided  for  a  short  time, 
and  where  their  daughter  Rose,  now  Mrs.  Chandler, 
was  born  May  13,  1844.  He  has  his  farm  now  well 
improved,  and  has  erected  ample  and  convenient 
buildings,  and  still  resides  there.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Electa  E.  Vrooman,  sister  of 
Garret  Vrooman.  For  parental  history  see  the 
sketch  of  G.  Vrooman  elsewhere  in  this  Album. 
The  home   circle  of    Mr.  and  Mrs.    Chandler  has     ^  ^ 
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been    brightened  by  the  birth  of  three  children — 
Lottie  T.,  Dana  G.  and  Nam  a  R. 

Mr.  Chandler  is  a  well-educated,  intelligent  man. 
and  as  such  wields  a  benelicial  influence  in  the 
township  and  community.  He  is  a  great  reader, 
and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  current  topics  of 
the  day,  and  this,  combined  with  a  retentive  mem- 
ory, makes  him  good  authority  on  local  and  general 
matters.  He  sometimes  indulges  in  literary  work, 
and  occasionally  writes  for  the  local  newspapers. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  one 
term  of  four  years,  and  is  now  serving  the  second 
one  in  the  same  office.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board  most  of  the  time 
since  residing  in  the  place,  and  for  three  years  was 
Township  Superintendent  of  Schools.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 


I^  ENRY  H.  WILCOX,  of  the  firm  of  Wilcox 
^*X]  Brothers  cV.^  Co.,  dealers  in  hardware  and 
agricultural  implements,  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  Adrian  thirt}^ 
years,  and  during  that  time  has  earned  an  enviable 
reputation  for  enterprise  and  energy.  His  acquaint- 
ance with  the  people  extends  into  every  nook  and 
corner  of  the  county,  as  his  business  has  brought 
him  into  contact  with  almost  its  entn-e  population. 
The  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  is  the  oldest  in 
the  same  line  of  business  in  the  city  of  Adrian,  and 
the  storeroom  has  become  one  of  the  well-known 
landmarks  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bergen, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  28,  1822,  and  is  the  son 
of  Austin  and  Clarissa  (Nettleton)  Wilcox.  His 
father  was  born  in  Madison,  Conn.,  Aug.  2S,  1779, 
and  was  the  son  of  Edmund  nnd  Elizabeth  (Scran- 
ton)  Wilcox.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  farmer,  liotel- 
keeper,  and  Postmaster  in  the  town  of  Bergen, 
where  he  died  Aug.  18,  185() ;  the  mother  died  there 
June  10,  1829.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,    three    s(his    and    five    daughters:  Austin 


Scranton  is  deceased,  while  William  Seward  and 
Henry  Hamilton  reside  in  Adrian.  Of  the  five 
daughters,  all  are  now  dead,  excepting  Mrs.  Harriet, 
widow  of  Samuel  Church,  of  Bergen,  where  she 
now  resides. 

Henry  H.  Wilcox  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  be- 
came w^ell  skilled  in  all  the  duties  pertaining  to  that 
occupation,  receiving  at  the  same  time  an  education 
in  the  common  schools.  Upon  attaining  manhood, 
he  engaged  in  farming  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.^ 
where  he  remained  until  1843,  in  which  year  he 
cnnie  to  Adrian.  Soon  after  arriving  in  this  city 
he  became  a  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  George 
Bidwell,  and,  afterward  returned  to  his  home  in 
New  York.  He  again  came  to  Adrian  with  his 
family,  and  was  employed  by  W.  S.  Wilcox,  his 
brother,  as  clerk  in  his  hardware  store.  He  acted 
in  this  capacity  for  six  years,  when  he  was  taken 
into  the  business  as  a  partner,  and  the  firm  name 
ciianged  to  Wilcox  Brothers.  This  relation  was 
maintained  until  1874,  in  which  year  George  A., 
son  of  W.  S.  Wilcox,  was  taken  into  the  firm,  and 
it  has  stood  so  constituted  until  the  present  time. 
All  three  of  the  partnei'S  are  well  known  as  live  and 
energetic  business  men,  who  have  built  up  a  trade 
co-extensive  with  the  county.  Their  business  house 
is  located  at  No.  lo  Maumee  street,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  eligible  sites  in  the  city.  It  is  a  hand- 
some, three-story  brick  structure,  with  a  commodi- 
ous basement,  and  the  entire  building  is  occupied 
with  the  business  of  the  firm.  In  addition  to  the 
hnrdware  store  proper,  they  have  a  warehouse, 
which  is  22x80  feet,  for  the  storage  of  farm  imple- 
ments and  machinery,  and  this  branch  of  their  trade 
is  quite  extensive.  The  establishment  is  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  the  county,  and  would  do  credit  to  a 
city  of  much  larger  proportions. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1845,  Mr.  Wilco^  was 
married  to  Miss  Eunice  J.  Smith,  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  was  born  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1S25,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Hervey  Smith,  Esq., 
of  Northampton,  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox 
have  three  children  living,  viz:  Mary  E.,  the  wife 
of  Dr.  C.  W.  Butler,  of  Mont  Clair,  N.  J.;  Lillian 
E.,  at  home,  and  Austin,  an  active  young  man  who 
assists  his  father  in  the  store.  Mr.  Wilcox  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.     In   politics   he 
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is  a  Democrat,  very  pronounced  in  his  views,  and 
is  a  strong  supporter  of  Mr.  Cleveland's  administra- 
tion. 


IJSTIN  GILLETT.  Some  noted  man  has 
(@)£i|[  said,  ^'The  greatness  of  a  country  does  not 
Ik  depend  upon  the  extent  of  its  territory, 
but  on  the  character  of  its  people."  The 
pioneers  of  a  country  must  necessarily  be  charac- 
terized by  courage,  great  force  of  character,  and 
wonderful  powers  of  endurance,  to  enable  them  to 
face  the  dangers  and  endure  the  toils  and  hardships 
of  life  consequent  upon  settlement  in  a  new 
country.  We  can  well  believe  that  the  high  position 
which  Lenawee  County  occupies  among  the  counties 
of  Michigan  to-day,  is  in  great  part  due  to  these 
hardy  pioneer  virtues,  so  well  illustrated  in  her 
early  settlers,  and  it  is  well,  therefore,  to  perpetuate 
their  remembrance  and  hold  their  names  in  rever- 
ence. It  is  the  good  fortune  of  Lenawee  County 
that,  though  over  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since 
the  first  settlements  were  made  within  her  borders, 
yet  some  of  her  pioneers  are  still  living  in  her  midst, 
find  we  are  pleased  to  present  a  biographical  sketch 
of  one  of  these  to  her  citizens. 

Austin  Gillett  was  born  near  Auburn,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  1,  1816.  His  father,  John  Gillett 
by  name,  was  a  farmer  and  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
In  early  life  he  removed  to  New  York  State,  where 
he  married  Miss  Lois  Grifliii,  a  native  of  that  State. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  remained  there  for  several  years  on  a  farm  ; 
finally  they  removed  to  Monroe  County,  in  the 
same  State,  and  there  spent  their  declining  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  boys 
and  three  girls,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
Their  names  were  as  follows:  Daniel,  John,  Gilbert, 
Electa,  Lucy,  Austin,  Ephraim,  Chauncey,  Benjamin 
P.  and  DeWitt  C. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  son  and  sixth  child 
of  his  parents, and  received  the  good  practical  train- 
ing which  generally  falls  to  a  farmer's  lad,  whereby 
he  is  taught  to  keep  his  eyes  open  and  to  use  his 
common  sense  in  the  daily  affairs  of  life.  Coupled 
with  this  excellent  home  training  he  received  the 
advantaoes  of  an  education  at  the  district  school. 


He  remained  in  the  home  of  his  parents,  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm,  until  his  twenty-second  year. 
At  that  age  he  ambitiously  sought  newer  fields  of 
labor,  and  wisely  deeming  that  a  virgin  soil  would 
give  better  results  to  the  young  and  energetic 
farmer  than  ground  worn  out  by  long  years  of  cul- 
tivation, he  came  to  the  then  new  State  of  Michigaii 
and  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, Lenawee  County.  This  tract  was  in  the  un- 
broken wilderness  which  then  almost  covered  the 
entire  township  of  Home.  Mr.  Gillett,  witli  the 
energy  and  courage  of  youth,  entered  upon  those 
years  of  patient  toil  necessary  for  clearing  and 
draining  the  land  for  cultivation.  After  living  on 
this  farm  for  many  years,  bringing  it  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  erecting  substantial  farm  build- 
ings on  it,  he  exchanged  it  for  a  place  adjoining, 
and  there  made  his  home  for  several  years.  In  the 
montli  of  May,  1872,  he  removed  to  the  city  of 
Adrian  and  purchased  a  small  piece  of  land,  and 
afterward  added  to  this  purchase,  until  he  now  owns 
about  ten  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a 
convenient,  comfortable  residence,  a  good  barn  and 
other  buildings. 

Mr.  Gillett  was  married,  Oct.  11,  1846,  to  Miss 
Eliza  V^anauken,  of  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  who 
was  born  June  23,  1816.  Her  parents.  Lewis  and 
Jane  (Westfall)  Vanauken,  were  the  parents  of  six- 
teen children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillett's  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Emma  J., 
who  resides  in  the  home  of  her  parents.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gillett,  though  well  advanced  in  years,  at  the 
age  of  seventy -two  are  vigorous  and  healthy.  They 
have  attained  a  competency  l)y  their  own  unaided 
indiistr}^  and  now,  having  passed  the  prime  of  life, 
can  spend  their  beclining  years  in  comfort  and 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pleasant  home,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 

Mr.  Gillett  is  a  man  of  decided  views,  and  in  no 
way  does  he  more  forcibly  show  this  than  in  his 
tenacious  adherence  to  his  political  beliefs,  which 
are  those  formulated  by  the  Democratic  part}-.  He 
has  often  been  called  upon  to  serve  the  towns  in 
which  he  has  resided  in  various  official  capacities. 
He  was  School  Inspector  for  two  years,  and  at  vari- 
ous times  has  held  other  offices  of  the  School  Board ; 
he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Rome  Townshij)  for 
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eight  ycMi's;  served  as  Supervisor  for  three  years,  | 
and  as  Assessor  for  two  years.  In  the  faithful  dis-  i 
charge  of  the  duties  of  these  official  positions  he  ; 
has  always  exercised  a  benetlcial  influence  in  the  ; 
affairs  of  the  town.  i 


ARRY  1).  HULL,  M.  I).  The  medical  pro- 
fession is  probabl}'  as  worthily  represented 
in  Adrian  as  in  any  city  of  similar  preten- 
tions in  the  West.  It  has  been  ambitious 
in  man}^  directions,  and  not  the  least  among  those 
who  have  contributed  to  strengthen  this  ambition 
are  its  excellent  licensed  [)hysicians  and  surgeons. 
'•CJuacks,"  having  litttle  encouragement,  have  gen- 
erally given  tlie  city  a  wide  berth. 

Dr.  Harry  D.  Hull,  who  spent  most  of  the  years 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  among  the  })eople  wliere 
he  now  labors,  is  one  of  the  most  conscientious  and 
careful  i)ractitioners  of  which  the  city  boasts,  for 
he  has  the  good  sense  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that 
he  is  now  making  his  record,  being  yet  a  young 
man.  (3f  New  England  birth  and  i)arentage,  he 
began  life  among  the  Massachusetts  liills  in  the  town 
of  Westfield,  ILanipden  Count3%  on  the  23d  of  June, 
1854. 

Daniel  E.  Hull,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  married  to  Miss  Eliza  E.  Cam[)bell, 
w^hose  birth  occurred  not  far  from  the  early  home 
of  her  husband.  'i1iey  continued  in  Hampd(Mi 
County  a  short  time  after  their  marriage  and  then 
made  tlieir  way  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  thi'ce  years 
later  to  the  city  of  Dayton.  From  there,  in  1867, 
they  came  to  this  county,  locating  in  Adrian,  where 
they  now  I'eside.  The  fruit  of  their  union  was  one 
child  only,  Harry  D.,  of  our  sketch. 

Dr.  Hull  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  when  his 
parents  came  to  Adrian,  and  after  pursuing  his 
studies  two  years  in  the  college  in  this  place,  le- 
turned  east  as  far  as  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  and  became  a 
student  at  Hamilton  College,  fi'om  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1874.  Wishing  to  advance  in  the  art 
of  medicine,  he  avaiknl  himself  of  the  instruction 
afforded  in  Belle vue  College,  New  York  City,  from 
whl(*h  he  was  graduated  in    1877.      He   opened    his 
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first  office  among  the  people  who  have  known  him 
since  a  boy,  and  since,  that  time  he  has  labored  with 
more  than  ordinary  success,  and  fully  established 
himself  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  around  him. 
He  possesses  much  native  ability,  and  keeps  himself 
well  posted  upon  the  various  questions  constantly 
arising  in  coimection  with  the  medical  profession. 
He  served  as  City  Physician  three  years,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  Pension  Examiner,  and  has  offici- 
ated for  some  time  as  surgeon  in  the  employ  of  the 
W^abash  Railroad  Company.  Socially,  he  belongs 
to  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  the 
career  which  is  evidently  opening  before  him  he 
has  the  best  wishes  of  hosts  of  friends. 

AMUEL  HINKLEY,  a  New  Englander  by 
birth  and  parentage,  is  numbered  among 
the  old  and  honored  [)ioneers  of  Lenawee 
C'ounty,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident 
for  a  period  of  fifty-three  years.  He  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  among  the  hills  of  Worcester 
(  ounty,  i^Llss.,  near  the  town  of  Barre,  July  20, 
I  <sO;).  He  spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood  in 
his  native  State  and  married  a  lady  of  his  own 
county.  After  the  birth  of  two  children  they  re- 
solved upon  a  change  of  location,  and  made  their 
way  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived 
and  carried  on  farming  until  the  fall  of  1834.  In 
the  month  of  November,  that  year,  Mr.  Hinkley 
first  set  foot  in  this  county,  selecting  his  location 
in  Fairfield  Township,  then  called  Blissfield,  where 
he  has  since  remained. 

It  has  been  the  privilege  of  Mr.  Hinkley  to  look 
upon  the  face  of  nature  in  its  wildest  aspects  in 
this  section  of  country,  and  before  the  husbandman 
liMd  made  much  impression  upon  the  soil  of  South- 
ern Michigan.  Our  subject  possessed  the  industry 
and  resolution  which  distinguished  the  emigrants 
from  the  Bay  State,  and  while  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  building  up  of 
his  township  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  around 
him.  By  the  latter  he  has  always  been  recognized 
as  a  man  worthy  of  their  esteem  and  confidence, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  held  theoflfices  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Comniissioner  (>f  Highways.      He 
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is  conscientious,  politically,  as  in  all  olher  respects, 
and  clino's  to  the  party  of  his  early  choice,  namely, 
the  Democracy.  His  property  includes  eighty 
acres  of  land,  with  comfortable  farm  buildings,  and 
he  is  passing  his  last  years  in  an  easy  manner, 
receiving  the  solicitous  care  of  friends,  and  enjo}^- 
ing  those  things  in  life  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled 
by  long  years  of  industry  and  economy. 

Mr.  Hinkle}^  was  first  married  in  South  Hadley, 
Mass.,  to  Miss  Sarah  DeWitt,  Feb.  1,  1827.  This 
lad}^  was  born  not  far  from  the  childhood  home  of 
her  husband  and  bore  him  seven  children,  whom 
they  named  respectively,  Sarah  S.,  Sophia  eT.,  Sam- 
uel J.,  Francis  B.,  Fanny,  D wight  and  John  D.  The 
eldest  daughter,  Sarah,  died  at  her  home  in  Fair- 
field, Aug.  8,  1852,  and  Sophia,  the  second  child, 
died  in  Adrian,  May  20,  1864;  the  mother  subse- 
quently passed  away  at  the  homestead  in  Fairfield 
Township,  Sept.  2,  1876.  The  present  wife  of  our 
subject,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Weston,'«^this 
county,  Oct.  6,  1877,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  L. 
Reno,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  22,  1847.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
three  children — Mary  L.,  Clara  E.  and  Ida  B.,  who 
are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

The  snows  of  eighty-four  winters  have  passed 
over  the  head  of  Samuel  Hinkley,  and  during  this 
long  life  he  has  had  little  to  regret,  having  fulfilled 
his  obligations  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen, 
and  sought  to  do  good  to  those  around  him  as  he 
had  opportunity.  His  name  will  be  remembered 
by  coming  generations  years  hence  when  they  gather 
together  and  talk  of  the  men  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  its  early  days,  and  by  the  exercise  of  untiring- 
energy  judiciously  applied  succeeded  in  making  it 
what  it  is  to-dav. 


Vf^^^  AVID  WOODWARD,  of  the  firm  of  Wood- 
ward  &  Son,  manufacturers  of  the  Clin- 
ton Chilled  Plow  and  Patent  Jointer,  estab- 
lished his  foundry  in  1859,  and  has  since 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
these  plows.  They  have  a  good  patent,  one  that 
gives  satisfaction  wherever  it  is  used,  and  manu- 
facture annually  1 ,000  plows.  The  patent  jointer 
is   Mr.    Woodward's  own   invention.     Since  1878 


Mr.  Woodward  has  been  extensively  engnged  in 
small  fruitgrowing,  having  tvventy  acres  of  his  farm 
devoted  to  all  kinds  of  apples,  peaches,  pears  and 
small  fruits.  His  fruit  farm  is  located  in  Bridge- 
water  Townsln'p,  AVashtenaw  County,  five  miles 
north  of  Clinton.  He  raises  choice  fruits,  some  of 
tlu^  best  grown  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  has  a 
great  variety  of  small  fruits,  of  which  recently  he 
has  made  a  specialty,  while  his  son  Frank  L.  oper- 
ates the  foundry. 

Mr.  Woodward  first  came  to  this  county  with  his 
father,  Levvis,  in  1835,  locating  in  the  township  of 
Clinton,  where  the  latter  died  some  years  later. 
Lewis  Woodward  was  born  in  Vermont  and  in  the 
War  of  1812  was  a  private,  arid  later  a  non-com- 
missioned officer,  while  his  father,  Ebenezer,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont  and  was  a  private  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  Late  in  life  Ebenezer  Woodward 
removed  to  York  State,  and  died  in  Ontario  County 
about  1882.  His  wife  was  a  York  State  lady,  who 
lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  The  father  of  our  subject 
went  from  Vermont  to  Western  New  York  in  boy- 
hood, and  was  there  united  in  marriage.  After  the 
birth  of  their  four  children,  all  sons,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  eldest,  the  parents  came  to  Michi- 
gan l)y  the  Lake  route,  on  the  Government  steamer 
''Marcey,"  and  landed  in  Toledo  while  it  was  yet  a 
mere  hamlet.  They  then  took  the  road,  or  trail  as 
it  was  generally  called,  for  Clinton,  through  cotton - 
wood  swamps  and  over  corduroy  pike  on  foot,  and 
after  reaching  Adrian  they  found  it  necessary  to  go 
to  Palmyra  in  order  to  get  to  Clinton,  finally  land- 
ing, May  15,  1835,  in  what  is  now^  the  village  of 
Clinton.  It  was  a  beautiful  country  even  in  its 
primeval  condition,  and  sweetly  perfumed  with  wild 
flowers.  The}^  bought  160  acres  near  Clinton,  and 
on  this  the  father  of  our  subject  lived  for  some 
years.  He  was  an  active  Whig  and  later  a  Repub- 
lican, a  man  of  liberality  and  integrity,  and  alto- 
gether a  representative  citizen. 

Our  subject  was  well  reared,  and  remained  under 
the  home  roof  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when 
lie  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in  Grass  Lake, 
Mich.,  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  afterward  came  to  the 
town  of  Clinton  and  established  his  plow  works,  to 
which  he  gave  his  time  and  attention  until  recently, 
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when  he  began  the  cultivation  of  fruit.  Mr.  Wood- 
ward was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lois  Hemphale, 
who  came  from  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  with  her  parents, 
and  has  been  reared  principally  in  this  county.  Her 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  died  when  she  was  a  small 
child,  and  her  mothei"  is  also  dead.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodward  have  only  one  child,  Frank  L.,  who  now 
operates  the  foundry  with  success.  He  took  to  wife 
Carrie  Van  Tueyle,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Donna. 

Mr.  Woodward  has  l)een  President  of  the  Village 
Board  for  some  time,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  He  is  also  a  charter  member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge  No.  175,  Chapter  No.  40,  R.  A.  M., 
and  G.  M.  of  Clinton  Council  No.  26.;  Past  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Michigan  and  K. 
T.  Commandery  No.  4,  of  Adrian.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat. 
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CHARLES  W.  SELLECK.  Prominent  among 
the  younger  agriculturists  of  Adrian  Town- 
ship is  the  subject  of  this  biography,  who  is 
a  native  of  Lenawee  Count3%  where  he  was  born  on 
the  9th  of  March,  1848,  on  the  original  homestead 
which  his  father  took  up  in  Adrian  Township.  He 
is  the  son  of  Ebenezer  L.  Selleck,  whose  father, 
Peter  Selleck,  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Ebenezer  was  born  Sept.  19,  1796,  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y^.,  and  died  in  Adrian  in  February, 
188L  He  was  married  to  Nancy  Wetmore,  April 
3,  1822,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1836.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  seven  of  whom  are  living, 
and  named  as  follows:  Morris,  Nancy  Matdda, 
Mary  Louisa,  Charlotte,  Harriet  Irene,  Charles 
Wetmore  and  Homer  Elisha.  Those  wdio  have 
passed  away  are  Ruth,  Cynthia  E.  and  James.  Mr. 
Selleck  was  a  mason  by  trade,  but  followed  farming 
for  many  years. 

Ebenezer  Selleck  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  was  an  active  and  prominent 
figure,  and  was  grentl}^  devoted  to  the  work  of  his 
church,  to  which  he  gave  with  exceeding  liberality. 
He  never  failed  to  (contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
ministry  and  the  building  of  new  churches,  and  he 
was  also  earnest  and  active  in  the  work  of  the  Sun- 
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day-school.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
for  which  service  he  got  a  land  warrant,  which  he 
located  in  Barry  County. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  was  about 
twenty-five  years  old,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm  in  summer,  and  in  wdnter  attending  the  dis- 
trict school.  Later  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
the  Adrian  Union  School  for  three  or  foiu-  years, 
and  thus  acquired  a  very  fair  education.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  believing  that  the  time  had 
come  for  him  to  commence  a  career  in  life  for  him- 
self, he  purchased  a  farm  of  ninety-six  acres  near 
his  present  home,  upon  which  he  lived  for  the  next 
six  years,  and  greatly  improved  it  by  his  exertions 
and  good  management.  He  then  sold  this  farm  and 
went  to  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  140  acres,  upon  which  he  resided  one  year, 
and  which  he  then  traded  for  the  old  Teachout 
farm  of  140  acres.  Here  he  has  lived  ever  since, 
and  has  also  bought  sixty  acres  in  Rome  Township. 
All  the  improvements  on  this  land,  which  are  now 
of  excellent  quality,  have  been  made  by  the  present 
occupant  with  the  exception  of  the  house.  The 
farm  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  producing 
all  the  varied  grains  and  farm  products,  and  is  well 
supplied  with  live  stock  of  a  high  grade. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Jan.  23,  1867,  to  Miss 
Phcebe  J.,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Elizabeth  (Bramble) 
Kelley,  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y"^.  Of  this  union 
three  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Clara  I., 
Lotta  E.  and  Elbert  L.  Clara  I.  was  born  Sept.  20, 
1869,  and  is  now  at  home;  she  attended  Adrian 
College  until  compelled  by  failing  health  to  rest  for 
a  time  from  her  studies.  Lotta  E.  was  born  March 
27,  1872,  and  is  also  at  home;  she  has  attended  the 
Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  to  which  she  will  again  re- 
turn and  complete  her  education.  Elbert  L.  was 
born  Eeb.  7,  1875,  and  also  remains  at  h<mie  with 
his  parents. 

Mrs.  Selleck's  father  came  to  Michigan  in  1863, 
locating  in  this  county ;  he  was  a  farmer,  and  in 
early  life  was  engaged  in  boating  on  the  Erie  Ca- 
nal. He  died  at  his  daughter's  home  in  Lenawee 
County  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His 
widow  still  survives,  and  makes  her  home  with  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  Her  father,  Ira  Kelley,  was 
the  son  of  John  Kelley,  who  married  Miss  Charity 
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Covert,  and  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  family  of  the  Kelleys  were  principally  profes- 
sional men,  and  were  mostly  long-lived  people. 
Mrs.  S.'s  people  on  her  mother's  side  were  natives 
of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  Her  mother  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Clement  Bramble,  the  son  of  Moses  Bramble, 
and  her  grandmother  was  Elizabeth  Fringle,  of 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  whose  people  were  natives 
of  that  State. 

Politically  Mr.  Selleck  belongs  to  the  Democratic 
faith,  and  votes  the  ticket  of  this  party  on  National 
issues,  but  is  somewhat  independent  in  local  con- 
tests, being  disposed  to  favor  the  best  men.  That 
he  has  been  active  in  politics  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  he  filled  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  seven- 
teen years  ago,  and  has  been  selected  as  a  candidate 
for  other  local  offices.  He  has  been  active  in  edu- 
cational affairs  also,  and  for  ten  years  filled  the  of- 
fices of  School  Director  and  School  Treasurer  in 
District  No.  1,  of  Adrian  Township.  In  the  spring 
of  1885,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
term  of  four  years,  which  office  he  is  now  filling  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  entire  communit}'. 


Attp^ORMAN  B.  PIERCE.  For  over  a  quarter 
I  j)  of  a  centur}'  Mr,  Norman  B.  Pierce  has  been 
[il(^  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Fairfield  Township,  and  as  an  enterprising  agricult- 
urist has  done  much  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  Mr.  Pierce  was  born 
in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1 834,  arid  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Marietta  (Reynolds)  Pierce, 
natives  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  They  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Norman  B.  was  the  seventh  child  in 
order  of  birth. 

In  1846  Mr.  Pierce,  father  of  our  subject,  came 
with  his  family  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Fairfield 
Township,  Lenawee  County,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  for  several  years.  In  April,  1858,  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  while  on  n  visit 
to  her  old  home  in  New  York;  she  was  fifty  3^ears 
of  age.  Mr.  Pierce  continued  to  reside  in  Fairfield 
for  some  years  after  the  death  of  his  faithful  wife. 
In  1857  he  started  to  revisit  the  home  of  his  youth 
and  early   manhood,  where  he  had  passed  so  many 


pleasant  years,  but  while  stopping  on  the  way  to 
visit  his  son  in  Clyde,  Ohio,  he  sustained  a  serious 
injury  from  a  fall,  which  resulted  in  his  death  in 
January,  18o7;  he  had  been  a  faithful  citizen,  and 
his  death  was  a  loss  to  the  community  iu  which 
he  had  settled. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received 
a  practical  training  in  all  farm  work,  besides,  at  in- 
tervals, attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
and  adopted  States.  He  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan,  and 
being  an  active  lad  he  was  of  great  assistance  to 
his  father  in  those  numerous  duties  devolving  on  a 
fanner's  son.  When  he  was  about  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  returned  to  New  York,  and  there  re- 
mained until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  during 
which  time  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.,  daugh- 
tei*  of  Ira  H.  and  Sarah  R.  (Calkins)  Remington. 
Mr.  Remington  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  his 
wife  of  Nova  Scotia.  After  their  marriage  they 
settled  in  New  York  State,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  1856,  when  the}'  moved  to  Columbia 
County,  Wis.  In  1860  they  came  to  Jackson 
County,  Mich.,  and  finally  settled  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Kent  County,  where  they  still  live;  Mr.  Remington 
is  a  bricklayer.  They  have  reared  seven  children, 
namely:  S.  Eliza,  Helen  C,  Leonard  C,  M.  Vina, 
Clara  M.,  Charley  R.  and  Arthur  E. 

Mrs.  Pierce,  the  eldest  of  this  family,  was  born 
in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  12,  1835,  and  was 
united  in  marriage  with  our  subject  Jan.  18,  1854. 
Tlie  practical  training  that  she  received  under  her 
mother's  tuition  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
care  of  a  household  has  enabled  her  to  contribute 
materially  to  the  prosperity  of  her  husband.  One 
child  lias  been  l)orn  to  her,  Frank  L.,  who  married 
Miss  Lora  Heminwa}^  and  resides  in  tlie  village  of 
Weston  where  he  is  Postmaster;  he  is  also  Clerk  of 
Fairfield  Township.  In  the  fall  of  1856  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  l^ierce  went  from  N(^w  York  to  Coliunbia 
County,  Wis.  After  living  there  three  years,  they 
removed  to  Fairfield  Township,  this  county,  where 
Mr.  Pierce  had  spent  a  part  of  his  youth,  and  set- 
tled on  section  20,  which  has  since  been  their  home, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  when  Mr.  Pierce 
bought  and  managed  a  hotel  in  Weston. 

Mr.  Pierce's  fine  farm  of  eiglity  a(;res  shows  the 
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results  of  careful  cultivation.  He  has  erected  sub- 
stantial buildings,  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  intended,  and  has  made  many  other 
valuable  improvements.  His  comfortable  home  is 
pleasantly  located,  and  is  the  center  of  much  hospi- 
tality. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  are  highly  regarded  in 
the  community  as  kind  neighbors  and  trusted 
friends.  Mr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  a  leading  Democrat  of  this  town- 
ship, taking  an  active  part  in  all  matters  of  political 
interest,  though  he  has  never  aspired  to  office,  but 
has  worked  for  the  interests  of  his  party. 
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YRON  W.  BKADI8H.  Many  of  the  peo- 
ple who  first  came  to  Madison  Township 
were  natives  of,  or  descendants  of  people 
who  had  been  born  in  New  York  State, 
many  of  them  in  Wayne  County.  Among  these 
were  numbered  the  parents  of  our  subject.  Nelson 
and  Phebe  (Wilson)  Bradish,  who  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Wayne  and  Rockland  Counties,  and 
both  born  in  1803.  They  were  married  in  the  town 
of  Sodus  on  the  8th  of  May,  1828,  and  a  few  weeks 
later  started  for  the  West  and  settled  down  upon  a 
tract  of  land  in  Madison  Township,  this  county, 
being  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of   1827. 

Upon  coming  here  Nelson  Bradish  took  ui)  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Madison  Township,  and 
the  year  following  i)ut  up  a  log  house  on  section 
16.  After  establishing  himself  and  his  young  wife 
comfortably,  he  proceeded  with  the  cultivation  of 
the  land,  and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of 
1860,  when  they  retired  from  active  labor  and  re- 
paired to  a  snug  home  near  the  outskirts  of  Adrian, 
where  they  spent  their  declining  years.  The  father 
died  on  the  6th  of  May,  1875,  and  the  mother,  sur- 
viving him  nearly  live  years,  passed  away  April  11, 
1880.  To  them  were  born  six  children — Myron  W., 
CuUen,  Anne  E.,  Warner  C*.,  Mary  C,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  Cullen  is  deceased;  Anne  is  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Baldwin,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Madison  Township:  Warner  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  the  6th  United  States  Cavalry,  and  died  of 


measles  in  the  army  near  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Dennison,  and  lives 
at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Madison  Township,  April 
20.  I8:i0.  and  was  the  first  child  born  in  this  town- 
ship. He  imbibed  with  the  pure  air  of  his  native 
soil  those  elements  of  health  and  strength  wiiich 
have  been  the  secret  of  his  success  in  life.  After 
completing  his  primary  studies  in  the  district  school 
he  attended  the  seminary  at  Monroe,  after  which 
he  returned  to  the  homestead  and  entered  in  earnest 
upon  the  farm  pursuits,  whicli  he  has  since  followed 
with  the  excei)tion  of  a  few  years,  wlien  he  was  em- 
plo3'ed  on  the  Lake  Shore  cfe  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad  in  the  capacity,  first  of  brakeman  and  then 
of  conductor.  He  also  served  as  baggage-master 
on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad,  which  position 
he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  on  account  of  ill-health; 
his  railroad  experic^nce  embraced  altogether  a  period 
of  thirteen  years.  In  the  spring  of  1856  Mr.  Bra- 
dish. desiring  a  change  of  scene,  repaired  to  New 
York  City  where  he  boarded  a  steamer  bound  for 
the  Pacific  Coast.  After  arriving  safely  at  his  des- 
tination he  Avas  variously  employed  in  California 
about  tln-ee  and  one-half  years,  returning  to  his 
native  county  in  the  fall  of  1851).  Thereafter  for 
a  time  he  engaged  as  a  stock-dealer  with  excellent 
results,  and  invested  a  part  of  his  surplus  capital  in 
ninety-five  acres  of  land  in  Madison  Townsliii), 
where  he  has  built  up  a  homestead  entirel3^  credit- 
able to  himself  as  a  man  of  excellent  tastes  and 
good  judgment. 

The  lady  who  for  the  last  twenty  years  has  pre- 
sided with  grace  and  dignity  over  the  household 
affairs  of  our  subject,  was  formerly  Miss  Martha  A. 
Dennison,  and  became  his  wife  Jan.  17,  1867.  Mrs. 
]>radish  is  the  daughter  of  Stephenson  and  Martha 
(Mason)  Dennison,  natives  of  New  York  State, 
where  her  father  was  born  June  5,  1806,  and  her 
mother  June  26^  1810.  They  were  married  in 
Farmington,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1827, 
and  not  long  afterward  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  this  county  during  its  early  settlement. 
Stephen  Dennison  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  till 
the  soil  in  Fairfield  Tovvuship,  and  remained  there 
until  the  death  of  his  wife,  April  9,  1853.  Some 
years  later  he  took  up  his  abode  at  the  home  of  our 
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subject  in  Madison  Township,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred March  31,  1880.  Their  ten  children  are  as 
follows:  Lydia  S.,  Bernard  M.,  Stephen  A.,  Joseph 
B.,  Orin  D.,  Mary  A.,  Erastus  M.,  John  S.,  Martha 
A.  and  Ada  J.  Stephen  is  a  resident  of  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, Mich. ;  Joseph  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
at  Benton  Harbor ;  Orin  is  in  the  brick  and  tile  busi- 
ness in  Berrien  County;  Mary  is  a  resident  of  Kent 
County;  Erastus  died  in  infancy;  John  is  conduct- 
ing a  milk  business  at  Grand  Rapids;  Ada  died 
when  about  eighteen  years  old;  Martha  A.,  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Oct.  19,  1846,  and  spent  the  first  nine  years  of  her 
life  at  the  old  homestead.  She  then  went  to  Grand 
Rapids  with  her  [)arents,  where  she  remained  until  a 
maiden  of  sixteen,  then  returned  to  Lenawee  Coun- 
ty and  lived  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ferguson,  until 
her  marriage.  She  is  now  the  mother  of  three 
interesting  daughters,  namely :  Norah  Belle,  Nina 
Blanche  and  Nellie  Beatrice. 

Mr.  Bradish,  although  by  no  means  an  office- 
seeker,  has  served  as  Township  Treasurer  and  held 
minor  positions  within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
politically,  is  one  of  tlic  most  reliable  members  of 
the  Republican  party. 

■  LFRED  H.  WOOD,  of  the  clothing  firm  of 
(^^1  Wood,  Crane  &  Wood,  at  Adrian,  with  his 
1\  partners,  stands  at  the  head  of  the  trade  in 
this  city.  Mr.  Wood  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
clothiers  of  Lenawee  County,  and  has  been  located 
in  Adrian  for  nearly  thirty  years.  As  is  natural  in 
a  man  of  enterprise  and  liberality,  he  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
city,  holding  many  of  its  offices,  and  is  in  all  re- 
spects one  of  the  most  valuable  members  of  the 
community.  The  main  points  of  his  history  are 
substantially  as  follows : 

Mr.  AVood  was  born  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  Or- 
leans Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  13,  1829.  He  lived  on  a  farm 
with  his  parents,  Leander  and  Maria  (Cure)  Wood, 
until  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  family  in  the  mean- 
time had  emigrated  from  New  York  to  Michigan, 
coming  to  this  county  in  1833,  and  ~  purchased  a 
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farm  on  section  18,  in  Rome  Township.  Here  they 
improved  the  farm  and  built  up  a  comfortable 
homestead,  where  the  death  of  the  mother  took 
place  in  January,  1852.  The  father  subsequently 
removed  to  Adrian,  and  died  Sept.  10,  1863.  Le- 
ander Wood  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
June  22,  1804,  and  his  wife,  Maria,  in  Saratoga 
County,  Oct.  4,  1806.  They  w^ere  married  Sept. 
25,  1825,  and  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  still  living.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  people  who  were  highly  respected 
wherever  known,  and  there  are  many  yet  living  in 
this  county  by  w^hom  their  names  are  held  in  kindly 
remembrance. 

Alfred  Wood,  in  1846,  left  the  farm  and  went  to 
Adrian,  where  he  completed  his  education  in  the 
select  school  taught  by  Benjamin  Hanse.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  commenced  teaching  in  Madison, 
and  in  June,  1848,  engaged  as  clerk  at  Adrian,  in 
the  dry-goods  store  of  John  R.  Clark.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  this  gentleman  for  four 
years,  with  such  satisfactory  results  that  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  partnership  in  the  business  in  1852,  and 
the  firm  became  Clark  &  Wood.  In  1854  Mr. 
Clark  withdrew,  and  our  subject  became  associated 
with  Col.  L.  L.  Comstock,  the  firm  of  Conistock  & 
VYood  existing  until  the  fall  of  1855.  In  tlie  spring 
of  1 856  Mr.  Wood  resumed  his  former  relations  with 
his  old  partner,  Mr.  Clark,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  Jan.  1,  1860.  Mr.  Wood  then  withdrew 
and  purchased  a  stock  of  clothing  and  furnishing 
goods,  and  since  that  time  has  conducted  a  first- 
class  trade  in  this  connection.  On  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Almira  S.  Comstock,  daughter  of  Warner  and  Mary 
Comstock,  of  Adrian,  the  wedding  being  celebrated 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  this  city.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Wood  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  came 
to  this  county  in  1836. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  are  as  fol- 
lows: Alfred  Willis,  who  was  born  eJan.  6,  1857, 
and  now^  junior  partner  in  the  clothing  firm  of 
Wood,  Crane  &  Wood,  of  Adrian ;  Gertrude  M., 
who  was  bornJuly26,  1859,  and  is  in  New  York; 
Mary,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Eloise,  who  was 
born  June  12,  1866,  and  is  at  home. 

Mr.   Wood  cast  his  first    Presidential    vote    for 
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Franklin  Pierce,  and   since   that  time   has   been   a 
stanch    snpporter    of   Democratic    principles.      He 
identified  himself  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  al)ont 
1852,  and  is  one  of  the  most   valued   members   of   | 
Adrian  Lodo:e.  I 
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yJLLIAM  H.  MATHER,  a  retired  farmer  of 
ample  means,  has  spent  his  vigorous  3'ears 
of  labor  mostly  in  Tecumseh  Township, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  the  village,  to  which  he 
came  in  the  spring  of  1880,  after  turning  over  his 
farming  to  the  hands  of  a  tenant.  He  is  the  off- 
spring of  an  old  Connecticut  family  of  good  birth, 
and  was  himself  born  in  that  State,  in  Darien,  Fair- 
field County,  May  17,  1822.  The  Mather  family  is 
of  English  ancestry,  and  the  first  representatives  of 
the  name  in  this  country  came  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  a  strict  Congregationalist,  relig- 
iously, and  an  ordained  minister,  in  which  sacred 
calling  he  continued  over  half  a  century  and  lived 
to  an  advanced  age.  He  was  captured  by  the 
British  at  one  time  on  a  Snnday  morning  while  de- 
livering his  sermon,  and  confined  a  prisoner  three 
weeks  on  Long  Island  Sound. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Mather, 
served  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  AYar  and 
retired  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  He  married  a 
Miss  Scott,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  among  whom  was  David 
S.,  the  father  of  onr  subject.  David  S.  Mather  was 
born  in  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  Dec.  14,  1795. 
He  learned  shoemaking  in  his  youth  and  became  an 
extensive  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  boots  and 
shoes,  which  business  he  followed  during  the  active 
years  of  his  life.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Fan- 
cher,  a  native  of  the  town  of  Warwick,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  S.  Fancher,  Esq.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  in  Darien,  Conn.,  where  he 
carried  on  business  until^setting  out  for  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  He  arrived  here  in  the  month  of 
June,  1845,  locating  near  Three  Rivers,  where  his 
death  took  place  Sept.  26,  1845, when  he  was  but 
forty-nine  years  of  age;  his  widow^  survived  him 
many  years,  dying  in  the  same  place   June  6,  1883. 
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The  |)arental  liouseliold  included  six  children,  only 
two  of  whom  survive:  William  11. ,  our  subject, 
and  his  sister,  Hannah  M.,  the  wife  of  F.  P.  Bates, 
a  resident  of  Constantine,  Mich. 

Our  subject  spent  his  youthful  days  in  Connect- 
icut and  New  York,  receiving  a  common-school 
education,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young- 
man  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  located  in  Three 
Rivers,  St.  Joseph  County,  with  his  parents,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  was  a  resi- 
dent for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  His  first  pur- 
chase of  land  was  a  quarter  section  in  Lockport 
Township,  for  which  he  paid  $3.60  per  acre,  and 
which  he  transformed  into  a  good  farm  with  suit- 
able buildings,  and  finally  sold  at  a  fair  profit. 
Upon  coming  to  this  county  he  purchased  the  well- 
known  property  of  Isaac  Adams,  which  included 
120  acres,  located  two  miles  east  of  the  village  of 
Tecumseh.  Much  of  this  was  made  up  of  clay  and 
sand,  so  well  mixed  that  by  careful  cultivation  it 
has  become  exceedingly  fertile  and  valuable. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  Clinton  County, 
March  26,  1846,  to  Miss  Clarinda  F.,  daughter  of 
Clinton  and  Clara  Brewster,  natives  of  York  State, 
and  now  deceased.  She  was  born  Jan.  1,  1824,  and 
continued  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mather  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  in  childhood ;  three  lived 
to  mature  years  and  two  survive.  Harriet  N.  is  the 
wife  of  Rufus  Raymond,  a  resident  of  Mason,  this 
State;  Ann  married  Eugene  Lovett,  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  Tecumseh  Township;  Charles  B.  died 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  of  consumption. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mather  are  active  members  of  the 
Pi'esb3^terian  Church  of  Tecumseh,  and  number 
their  friends  by  the  score  in  this  county. 
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^^  TEPHEN  TORBRON  identified  himself 
with  the  interests  of  Dover  Township,  in 
which  he  lives,  in  the  early  days  of  its  set- 
tlement, and  has  ever  since  been  a  valued 
and  valuable  member  of  the  community.  His  resi- 
dence is  upon  a  portion  of  section  14.  His  parents 
were  Andrew  and  Hannah  (Hare)  Torbron,  the 
father  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  the  mother  of 
m^ 
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Dutchess  Coiiiitj,  N.  Y.  After  marriage  tliey  set- 
tled in  Duaiiesburg,  Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  lived  until  1829,  when  they  removed  to  Mom-oe 
County,  in  the  same  State.  Mr.  Torbron's  dejith 
occurred  in  1H3J.  His  widow  continued  to  live 
there  until  tlie  following  year,  when  she  came  to 
Michigan  and  spent  her  last  years  with  her  sons,  in 
Madison  Township,  dying  there  twelve  years  later. 
She  was  the  mother  of  foin-  sons — William,  Stephen, 
Nicholas  and  George. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  son  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in  Schenectady  County, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  18,  1805.  He  was  bred  to  the  life  of 
a  farmer,  and  it  was  early  impressed  on  his  mind, 
by  the  example  of  his  worthy  parents,  that  dili- 
gence and  honesty  were  the  surest  gnides  to  a  life  of 
independence.  He  continued  to  reside  in  New  York 
for  some  years  after  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
and  in  the  meantime  was  married,  in  Monroe 
County,  that  State,  to  Miss  Lydia  Wells,  a  native  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  the  marriage  occurring  in 
October,  1832. 

In  18o4  Mr.  Torbnm  left  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming,  and  came 
with  his  wife  to  Michigan,  to  avail  himself  of  the 
cheap  land  and  agricultural  resources  of  the  Terri- 
tory. They  lived  in  Madison  Township  a  year, 
during  which  time  Mr.  Torbron  had  a  good  chance 
to  look  around  the  country  and  decide  where  it  was 
best  to  locate.  In  February,  1835,  he  having  de- 
cided to  settle  in  Dover  Township,  removed  with 
his  famih^  to  the  section  where  he  now  lives,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  l)een  actively  engaged  in 
farming  there.  He  has  reclaimed  almost  his  entire 
farm  of  120  acres,  and  has  100  of  it  in  a  highly  pro- 
ductive state.  He  has  erected  good  buildings  and 
made  many  other  improvements,  which  have  added 
much  to  the  thrifty  and  neat  appearance  of  his 
place.  The  faithful  and  loving  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
wedded  in  his  younger  years,  departed  this  life  at 
their  home,  Jan.  18,  1870.  No  children  had  been 
born  of  their  union. 

Mr.  Torbron  was  again  married,  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1872,  in  Ypsilanti.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  second  wife  w^as  Mary  E.  Whitmore.  She  is  a 
native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  born  Sept.  20, 
1837.     Her  parents  were   Earl  and  Elbra  (Pattee) 


Whitmore,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  widow  of 
Jesse  Emerson  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Whitmore.  Both  of  Mrs.  Torbron's  parents  were 
natives  of  Western  New  York,  and  had  removed  to 
Ohio  in  an  early  day.  They  canie  to  Michigan 
some  time  previous  to  their  daughter's  marriage, 
and  settled  in  IJlissfield  Township,  but  a  year  later 
removed  to  Ypsilanti,  in  this  State.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children — George  and  Mary  K. 

Mrs.  Torbron  is  a  devoted  and  consistent  com- 
municant of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
endeavors,  b}^  a  blameless  life,  to  set  an  example 
that  will  benefit  the  rising  generation.  Mr.  Tor- 
bron belongs  to  Clayton  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  In 
politics  he  is  an  earnest  Republican,  and  in  hearty 
symi)athy  with  the  principles  of  that  party. 

Mr.  Torbron  is  a  sincere  Christian,  strictly  hon- 
orable and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
men.  He  has  never  identified  himself  with  any 
church,  but  is  a  believer  in  Christ  and  the  doc- 
trines taught  in  the  New  Testament. 


#-^- 
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(17  ENRY  C.  OWEN,  a  very  thrifty  general 
"^^1  farmer,  situated  on  section  8,  Clinton  Town- 
ship, resides  on  the  old  homestead  of  eighty 
acres  of  valuable  and  well-improved  land, 
ancTgives  close  attention  to  the  details  of  his  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Owen  was  born  on  his  farm  on  the  10th 
of  November,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  Owen, 
who  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
reared  to  farm  life  until  he  reached  his  majority, 
receiving  the  common-school  education  customary 
to  farmers'  boys  at  that  time.  He  was  born  March 
17,  1804,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a  mere  boy 
and  this  section  of  country  was  yet  in  its  infancy. 
He  was  married  in  Clinton  Township,  July  14, 
1836,  to  Miss  Mary  King,  who  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  born  in  Suffield,  July  12,  1807.  Her 
father  died  when  she  was  a  child,  and  her  mother 
also  passed  away  in  her  native  State.  The  daugh- 
ter came  to  Michigan  with  a  brother. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject moved  upon  their  farm  and  busied  themselves 
in  its  improvement.     Although  Mr.   Owen  bought 
it  of  its  third  owner,  it  remained  uncultivated  until 
. ..^«.««_«,,.™«™^ . , .^^ ,^ 
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he  inti'oduccMl  the  plowshare.  Here  the  pnrent.s 
resided  until  their  death,  the  fathi^r  passing  nway 
Aug.  1,  1880,  followed  b}^  tlie  mother  August  17, 
one  year  later.  Tliey  wei'e  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Chureh,  and  politically  the  father  wns  a 
Republican.  MeiUT  C.  Owen  was  the  only  son  nnd 
the  y(Hinger  of  two  children  born  to  his  [)arents. 
Plis  sister  Elizabeth  is  now  Mrs.  Wells,  for  sketch 
of  whom  see  biography  of  B.  J.  Wells  in  this  vol- 
ume. Henry  C.  was  reared  on  tlie  farm  until  his 
majority,  receiving  a  common-school  education 
such  as  was  obtainable  in  the  public  schools  at  that 
period. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1883,  Mr.  Owen  led  to 
the  altar  the  maiden  of  his  choice,  Miss  Anufi  N. 
Oliver,  who  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  10, 
1854.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Martha 
(Hawkins)  Oliver,  at  present  residing  on  a  farm  in 
Franklin  Township,  which  they  have  occupied  since 
1854.  They  are  natives  of  England,  and  after 
their  marriage  in  1857  emigrated  to  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  resided  until  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan. 

Mrs.  Owen  was  educated  in  Franklin  and  Leslie, 
and  remained  at  home  until  about  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children — 
Grace  M.  and  Dwight  II.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  nre 
Congregationalists  in  their  religions  belief,  and 
politically  Mr.  Owen  is  a   Republican. 


^fp^REDERlCK  E.  MORRELL.  The  subject  of 
||-4^  this  sketch  has  been  a  resident  of  Macon 
/ll>  Township  since  1870,  at  which  time  he    lo- 

cated upon  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  24. 
This  was  partially  improved,  and  after  a  fevv  years 
he  added  forty  acres  in  tlie  same  township  and  an- 
other forty  of  timber  land  farther  south  in  Ridge- 
way  Township.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Lenawee 
County  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  and  has 
watched  its  growth  and  development  with  the 
interest  which  every  intelligent  citizen  feels  in  re- 
gard to  the  locality  which  he  selects  as  his  abiding- 
place.  Our  subject  is  the  third  son  and  fifth  child 
of  Asa  and  Laransa  (Hull)  Morrell,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Maine  and  New  York  State,  and  was  born 
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June    27,  183(),    in    Oneida    County,    N.     Y.       He 
was  there  reared  to  manhood  and  learned   the  car- 
i    penter's  trade,    which    he    followed    for  some  time 
i    after  coming  to  this  State,  in   1858.      He  has  since 
;    turned  his  attention  to  farm   pursuits,  and  has  at- 
i    tained   quite    an  enviable    reputation    as   a    stock- 
\    growei',  in  which  he  has  been  successful. 
;        From  the  Morrell  family  have  sprung  many  emi- 
;    nent  men  and    women,   and    the   Hulls    also    were 
I    widely  known  throughout  New   England   as   repre- 
i    sentatives  of    its  education  and  enterprise.     Enoch 
I    Morrell,  the    i)aternal  grandfather  of  our    subject, 
I    was  a  native  of  Maine,    where    he    was    reared    to 
manhood  and  married.       After  the  birth  of  several 
children    he   removed  with    his    family    to   Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  during  its  early  settlement,  locating 
in  the  township  of   \'erona,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of    his   life.      He  secured  possession   of   a 
tract  of  wild  land,  where  he   made  some    improve- 
ments, but  did  not  live  to  be  aged,  his  death  occur- 
ring when    he    was    fifty-six    years    of    age.       He 
married  Miss  Sallie  Hibbard,   a  native   of    Maine, 
and    she    also    died   at    the   homestead   in    Oneida 
County,    when    their  son  Asa,  the    father    of    our 
subject,  was   a  young  man.       Asa   Morrell    was   a 
youth  of  fifteen  when  his  parents  removed  to  Oneida 
County,  N.   Y.,    to  which  the  jo  rney    was    made 
overland  with  teams  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  occu- 
pied  six   weeks'  time.       He    continued     with    his 
parents  in  Oneida  County  until   their  decease,  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  1874;  the  mother  had  died  in  1872,  aged 
seventy   years.       The  father  was  a  member  of  the 
Adventist    Church,    in   the  faith  of   wnich    he    re- 
mained until  the  last.     In  later  years,  politically,  he 
was  a  Republican. 

Frederick  E.  Morrell  was  reared  under  the  home 
roof  and  received  the  advantages  of  a  common- 
school  education.  He  became  familiar  in  early 
years  with  the  various  employments  of  farm 
life,  and  was  quite  content  to  follow  this  as  his 
chosen  vocation.  Upon  reaching  manhood  and 
starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  chose  for  his 
wife  a  maiden  of  his  own  township,  Miss  Henrietta 
A.  Lawton,  to  whom  he  was  married  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  bride,  March  23,  1862.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Morrell,  Joshua  W.  and  Matilda  (Ayers) 
«- ^ ^#^ 
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Lawton,  were  of  New  P^Dgland  ancestry,  and  edu- 
cated in  Oneida  Coiaitj,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were 
married  and  reared  their  fainii3\  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Albion,  Dane  Co.,  Wis.,  where  the 
decease  of  both  took  place  when  they  were  well 
stricken  in  years.  The  father  had  followed  farming- 
all  his  life  and  was  recognized  throughout  that 
region  as  a  kindly,  Christian  gentleman,  and  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The 
mother  had  been  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  faith, 
to  which  she  clung  devotedly  until  her  death. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  Joseph  and  Nancy 
(Dennison)Law^ton,  were  also  born  in  New  England: 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives, 

Mrs.  Morrell  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  her 
parents,  and  was  born  in  Verona  Township,  Oneida 
County,  May  14,  184L  She  received  a  good  edu- 
cation and  engaged  in  teaching  some  time  before 
her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  three  daughters:  Lilly  L.  and  Minnie  L., 
are  at  home  with  their  parents,  having  completed 
their  education  at  the  High  School  in  Tecumseh; 
Edith  M.  became  the  wife  of  |William  Kniffen,  of 
Ridgeway  Township,  and  died  of  quick  consumption 
four  months  after  her  wedding  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrell,  after  their  marriage,  settled  in  Verona 
Township,  Oneida  County,  where  they  remained 
eight  years,  Mr.  M.  occupying  himself  as  a  carpen- 
ter. They  came  to  Southern  Michigan  in  1870, 
and  soon  afterward  took  possession  of  their  present 
homestead,  which  their  united  efforts  have  made 
one  of  the  most  desirable  and  attractive  in  Ma- 
con Tcwnship.  Mr.  Morrell,  politicall}^  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Mrs.  M.,  with  her 
eldest  daughter,  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church. 
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JELEG  C.  HAVILAND.  Among  the  early 
)  settlers  of  this  township  still  living,  a  link 
between  the  brave  pioneer  of  the  past  and 
the  rising  generation,  no  name  is  mor^ 
respected  than  that  of  Peleg  Haviland.  He  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  that  State  which  has  sent  such 
a  large  quota  of  her  sons  to]  assist  in  bringing 
Michigan  to  her  present  conspicuous  and  powerful 
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position  in  the  Union.  He  was  born  in  Providence 
Township,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  26,  1813. 
His  father  was  Ingurson  Haviland,  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  son  of  James 
Haviland,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
county.  The  grandfather,  a  shoemaker  by  occu- 
pation, married  a  lady  of  New  York  State,  named 
Martha  Ingurson,  and  the}^  spent  tlieir  declining 
years  in  Providence  Township,  Saratoga  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  dying-  at  an  advanced  age.  Ingurson  Haviland 
grew  to  manhood  in  Saratoga  County,  becoming  a 
tiller  of  the  soil,  and  married  Alice  Chase,  a  native 
of  that  county,  who  bore  him  eleven  children, 
our  subject  being  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  Mr. 
Haviland  and  his  sister  Esther  alone  survive. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haviland  removed  with  their 
family  to  Royalton,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1821, 
settling  in  the  unbroken  wilderness,  where  they 
became  actively  engaged  in  reclaiming  the  soil  from 
its  virgin  state.  Conceiving  that  Michigan  offered 
greater  possibilities  for  the  enterprising  farmer, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  in  the  month  of  May, 
1834,  left  the  home  that  he  had  built  up  by  so 
much  toil  and  hardship,  and  with  his  wife  and  five 
of  their  ciiildren  pushed  on  to  the  land  of  promise. 
Coming  to  Detroit  by  water,  he  there  purchased  a 
team  of  oxen  which  he  attached  to  a  wagon  that 
he  had  brought  with  him,  and  traveling  by  that 
slow  mode  of  conveyance  they  came  on  the  Chi- 
cago turnpike  to  Raisin  Township.  Here  the 
father  and  our  subject  took  up  160  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  on  section  32,  and  built  a  small  log 
cabin. 

Less  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  previously,  the 
Government  surveyors  had  reported  that  the  inter- 
ior of  Michigan  consisted  only  of  "  vast  tamarack 
swamps,  bogs,  and  sand  barrens,  wdth  not  one  acre 
in  a  hundred  fit  for  cultivation,"  and  the  geogra- 
phers supported  this  statement.  But  when,  under 
Gov.  Cass's  vigorous  administration,  the  Chi- 
cago turnpike  from  Detroit  and  other  roads  had 
been  constructed  into  the  interior,  this  view  was 
found  to  be  false,  and  the  country  began  to  be 
slowly  inhabited ;  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  in 
1825  gave  an  added  impetus  to  the  settlement  of 
Michigan.  On  this  tract  of  unbroken  land  the 
family  made  their  home  and   once  again   began  the 
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task  of  preparing  tlie  kind  for  cnltivation.  J>ut 
they  had  not  been  long  in  this  now  country  wlien 
the  shadow  of  death  fell  over  the  threshold  of  tliat 
hnmbJe  log  cabin,  and  the  husband  and  father  was 
taken  from  them.  This  was  a  great  sorrow  to  the 
family  and  to  the  little  community  in  which  he  had 
settled.  It  is  enough  to  say  of  him  that  his  every- 
day life  was  in  accordance  with  the  principles  incul- 
cated by  the  Quakers,  of  which  sect  he  was  a 
worthy  member.  The  care  of  the  faniil}^  now 
devolved  on  our  subject,  who  was  then  but 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  manfully  did  he  per- 
form his  part.  His  mother  was  the  worthy  wife  of 
a  pioneer,  and  a  leading  spirit  in  the  Society  of 
Friends,  having  been  an  Elder  for  several  years. 
She  was  sixty-two  years  old  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  wlu'ch  took  place  Jan.  4,  1851. 

Two  years  after  leaving  New  York,  Mr.  Havi- 
land  returned  to  wed  Miss  Laura  Slade,  of  Somer- 
set, Niagara  County,  the  marriage  taking  place 
June  14,  1836.  She  was  born  in  Farmington, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  24,  1819,  and  is  the 
daughter  (jf  Lawton  and  Phebe  (Monroe)  Slade, 
natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y^.  After  their 
marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slade  removed  to  Ontario 
County,  and  thence  some  years  later  removed  to 
Niagara  County;  in  the  year  1835  they  went  to 
Ohio,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Michigan, 
where  they  made  their  home  in  Raisin  Township, 
until  their  death  at  a  good  old  age ;  they  were 
esteemed  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  Ilaviland's  early  years,  until  her 
marriage,  were  passed  mostly  in  Niagara  County, 
under  the  parental  roof.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilaviland,  of  whom  three  are 
deceased,  namely:  Hiram,  Phebe  and  John,  who 
were  all  married.  Those  living  are,  Hulda,  wife  of 
Thomas  Savage,  residing  in  Adrian  Township, 
where  her  husband  is  proprietor  of  a  meat  market; 
Rocina,  the  wife  of  Moses  Bowerman,  Jr.,  residing 
in  Grand  Traverse  County,  Mich. ;  Nancy,  the 
wife  of  Stephen  Bowerman,  living  on  a  farm  in 
Raisin,  and  Emerson,  who  married  Ella  Haviland. 
and  they  reside  on  the  Haviland  homestead. 

Mr.  Haviland  has  always  lived  on  the  land  taken 
up  by  his  father  and  himself,  and  has  built  for  his 
family  a  comfortable  home.     He  has  a  good  farm. 


which  contains  110  acres  of  land  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  Much  of  Mr.  Haviland's  success 
in  life  is  no  doubt  due  to  his  early  experiences, 
which  strengthened  and  developed  his  character. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haviland  are  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  in  their  daily  lives  and  kindly 
dealings  with  their  neighbors,  exemplify  the  beauty 
and  goodness  of  the  faith  which  they  profess. 
Mr.  Haviland  has  been  Secretary  of  the  church  for 
over  thirty  years,  is  a  sturdy  advocate  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  has  served  his  town  faithfully  in 
public  offices,  having  been  Highway  Commissioner 
six  yeajs,  while  he  has  many  times  served  as  a 
juryman. 


%m  ICH  AEL  MULZER.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman  is  familiar  among  the  business  men 
of  Adrian  as  representing  one  of  its  most 
important  interests,  the  boot  and  shoe  trade. 
In  this  he  has  had  ample  experience,  serving  a 
thorough  apprenticeship  in  his  native  Kingdom  of 
Bavaria.  The  youth  of  that  country  are  usually 
compelled  to  serve  a  longer  time  at  a  trade  than 
those  of  America,  and  are  seldom  graduated  unless 
becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  that  which  they 
have  undertaken.  In  consequence  they  are,  almost 
without  exception,  expert  workmen  no  matter  what 
their  calling. 

Mr.  Mulzer  was  born  June  11,  1826,  and  was  the 
youngest  of  five  children,  the  offspring  of  John  G. 
and  Elizabeth  (Rupprecht)  Mulzer,  who  were  also 
of  German  birth  and  parentage.  The  father  tilled 
a  small  farm  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  and  there 
both  parents  spent  their  entire  lives.  Michael,  in 
common  with  the  children  of  that  country,  was 
placed  in  school  at  an  early  age  and  pursued  his 
studies  until  a  youth  of  fourteen  years.  He  spent 
the  two  years  following  assisting  his  father  around 
the  homestead,  and  then  commenced  learning  the 
shoemaker's  trade.  After  completing  an  apprentice- 
ship he  visited  various  cities  in  the  interest  of  large 
dealers  in  boots  and  shoes,  and  was  thus  employed 
until  in  March,  1848. 

Y^oung  Mulzer  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
his  eyes  open  to  what  was  going  on  around  him, 
and  he  believed  that  he  could  make  better  headway 
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socially  and  financially  on  the  soil  of  another  conti- 
nent than  his  own.  Accordingly,  after  dne  prei)ar.'i- 
tion  he  embarked  on  board  a  sailing-vessel  ;it  the 
port  of  Bremen,  and  after  a  voyage  of  six  \veel<s. 
landed  in  New  York  City  on  the  5th  of  Miiy . 
From  the  metropolis  he  made  his  way  directly  to 
Southern  Michigan,  and  after  n  short  stay  at  Mon- 
roe came  to  Adrian,  arriving  here  on  the  5th  of 
July  following.  Soon  afterward  he  engaged  with 
the  firm  of  Lennell  &  Philbrook,  who  were  prin- 
cipally emplo3^ed  in  general  repairing  of  boots  and 
shoes,  and  continued  with  them  until  August,  1851. 

Our  subject,  in  the  meantime,  true  to  tlu^  instincts 
which  he  had  inherited  from  his  prudent  and  sul)- 
stantial  German  ancestry,  had  lived  economically 
and  saved  something  from  a  quite  moderate  salary. 
He  now  commenced  business  for  himself  in  a  small 
way,  and  by  the  exercise  of  great  industry  and  per- 
severance, from  the  repairing  of  boots  and  shoes, 
began  to  work  up  a  trade  in  this  line  which  soon 
gave  evidence  of  becoming  one  of  the  notable  in- 
dustries of  a  growing  city.  Mr.  M.  at  length  w:js 
obliged  to  enlarge  his  facilities,  and  finall}^  branched 
out  as  a  manufacturer,  adding  this  department  in 
1853.  This  he  abandoned  in  1880,  but  has  con- 
tinued in  trade,  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  profit- 
able patronage.  During  these  years  there  has 
been  growing  up  about  him  a  blooming  family,  and 
he  now  has  two  sons  wdio  assist  him  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business,  and  aii'ord  him  relief  from  too 
much  care.  Mr.  Mulzer  now  owns  the  building  oc- 
cupied by  his  business,  and  he  also  is  the  possessor 
of  a  fine  farm  just  outside  of  the  city  limits,  half  of 
it  lying  within  the  town  of  Madison.  Tliis  farm 
embraces  1 1 0  acres,  which  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  which,  with  its  location,  con- 
stitutes it  a  very  valuable  piece  of  property.  The 
residence  is  elegant  and  commodious,  and  there  is  a 
fine  barn  with  all  the  other  out-buildings  required 
to  complete  the  model  countr^^  home.  *For  a  man 
who  arrived  in  Adrian  without  means,  in  fact  $7  in 
debt,  he  makes  a  very  fine  showing  indeed. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject,  and  which  doubtless  had  much  to  do 
with  his  success  in  life,  was  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred in  the  spring  of  1841),  his  bride  being  Miss 
Margaret  Fin zel,  of  Adrian,  who  was  also  a  native 
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of  linvaria,  and  who  came  to  the  United  States  with 
lier  ])ai"(MUs  when  quite  young.  The  little  house- 
hold established  at  that  time,  after  tlielai)se  of  years 
was  brightened  by  the  l)irth  of  eleven  ehildren, 
nine  of  whom  are  still  living:  M.  George  is  en- 
gaged in  tlie  boot  and  shoe  business,  at  Seattle, 
Wash.  Ter. ;  John  G.  is  in  the  store  with  his  father; 
Rosa  is  i)roprietor  of  afiourishing  millinery  business 
in  Adrian;  Caroline  died  when  twenty-three  years 
of  age;'  Christine  A.  is  the  wife  of  I).  Campse,  and 
lives  in  Adrian;  IVIary,  F.  Conrad,  Frederick,  Mag- 
gie and  Louisa  make  their  liome  with  their  [)arents, 
Frederick  and  Maggie  assisting  their  father  in  the 
store.  AVilliam  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  tlie 
grand  stand  at  the  fair  grounds  in  1871). 

Mr.  Mulzer,  upon  becoming  a  naturalized  Ameri- 
can citizen,  identilicd  himself  w^ith  the  Democratic 
part3^  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter, lie  keeps  himself  well  [)osted  upon  current 
(wents,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  prosperit}^ 
of  the  American  people  at  large,  and  especially 
those  of  his  adopted  State  and  county.  He  has  per- 
formed a  father's  duty  by  his  children  in  a  most  ad- 
mirable manner,  supplying  them  with  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  education  and  fitting  them  to  take 
their  stations  in  life  as  theotfspring  of  a  wortliy  and 
prominent  citizen. 

ANIEL  D.  SINCLAIR,  well  known  in 
l)usiness  and  social  circles  in  the  city  of 
Adrian,  among  wliose  people  he  has  lived 
for  a  period  of  fifty-three  years,  is  a  native 
of  Broadalbin,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  April  16,  1805. 
His  father,  Duncan  Sinclar,  born  ^larch  15,  1772, 
was  the  son  of  Hugh  Duncan  Sinclair,  and  both 
were  natives  of  Scotland  and  farmers  by  occupation. 
In  1798  Duncan  Sinclair  emigrated  to  America, 
and  not  long  afterward  became  a  resident  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  upon  which  he  operated  two  or  three 
years,  when,  selling  out,  he  purchased  land  in 
Broadalbin,  where  he  established  a  comfortable 
home  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death 
taking  place  when  he  w^as  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  married  in  his  native  Seotland,  Miss  Chris- 
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tie  McNaiigiitoii,  a  luilive  of  liib  own  couiiL}',  uiid 
the  young  people  embarked  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
for  their  bridal  tour,  making  tlie  voyage  to  this 
country  in  nine  weeks,  and  landing  in  New  York, 
May  10,  1798.  They  were  among  the  earliest  [)io- 
neers  of  the  Empii'e  State,  and  endured  in  connnon 
with  other  people  around  them  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  life  in  a  new  settlement.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  ten  children,  and  the  mother, 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  removed  to  Hills- 
dale County,  Mich.,  where  lier  death  took  [)lnce 
about  1849.  The  sons,  like  their  fjither  before 
them,  all  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  with  the 
exception  of  one,  who  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason. 
Duncan  Sinclair  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  the  eldest  living- 
member  of  his  father's  family.  He  was  in  early  life 
trained  to  habits  of  industry,  nnd  when  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  wlien  he  en- 
gaged with  a  grocer,  for  whom  he  oMiciated  as  clerk 
for  a  pei'iod  of  eighteen  months.  He  then  api)ren- 
ticed  himself  to  a  merchant  tailor,  Ira  Porter,  Esq., 
who  was  a  near  neiglil)or  of  Martin  \'an  Buren, 
afterward  President  of  the  United  States.  Two 
years  later  Mr.  Porter  retired  from  business,  but 
procured  for  young  Sinclair  a  situation  with  a  (inn 
in  Schenectady,  where  he  remained  until  twenty 
years  of  age.  In  the  meantime  his  father  liad  died, 
and  he  subsequently  removed  with  his  motker  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  cloth- 
ing business  three  years.  In  1880  he  repaired  to 
Albion,  and  in  company  with  a  partner  carried  on 
the  clothing  business  there  until  October,  1  884. 

Mr.  Sinclair  now  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  young  and  rapidly  growing  Territory  of  J\Hch- 
igaii,  and  was  accompanied  on  the  journey  b}'  his 
bride  of  a  month.  Upon  reaching  Tremainsville, 
Ohio,  however,  they  were  induced  to  spend  the 
winter  there,  but  in  April  following  they  resumed 
their  journey  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Adrian, 
where  our  subject  associated  himself  with  Daniel 
Wilkinson,  and  they  continued  in  the  clothing- 
trade  until  1888.  Mr.  Sinclair  was  then  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  later  County  Treas- 
urer, holding  the  latter  office  two  terms.  Mr. 
Sinclair,  upon  coming  to  this  county,  was  at 
once  recognized  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 


ability,  and  after  having  discharged  in  a  credit- 
able manner  the  responsibilities  which  had  been 
already  committed  to  him  was,  in  1848,  elected 
State  Senator  and  attended  the  first  session 
of  the  Legislature  held  at  Lansing.  In  1849 
Gov.  Rjuisom  commissioned  him  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral. 

In  1850  Gen.  Sinclair  was  made  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  tlie  xMichigan  Southern  &  North- 
ern Indiana  Railway,  which  position  he  held  eight 
years,  and  was  tlien  employed  by  Pinkerton's 
Detective  Agency  until  the  fall  of  1859.  In  the 
spring  of  1860  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the  Sec- 
ond and  Third  Wards  of  the  city  of  Adrian,  which 
office  he  held  foi'  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  and 
acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to 
his  good  judgment  and  nihility,  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  township.  He  had  always 
been  interested  in  the  establishment  of  educational 
institutions,  and  in  18(57  was  elected  a  trustee  of 
the  public  schools  at  Adrian,  and  served  on  the 
board  some  years.  During  this  time  he  had  noted 
with  intense  satisfaction  the  growth  and  progress 
of  his  adopted  city,  and  has  l)een  no  unimportant 
factor  in  elevating  it  to  its  prominent  position 
among  the  enter[)rising  communities  of  the  West. 
He  had  ever  been  willing  to  contribute  of  his  time 
and  means  in  the  furtherance  of  worthy  enterprises, 
and  fully  established  himself  as  one  of  its  repre- 
sentative men,  and  closely  identified  with  its  inter- 
ests. 

A  few  months  before  reaching  his  twenty-ninth 
3a^ar,  Mr.  Sinclair  was  married,  Oct.  2,  1834,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Chancellor  Hyde,  of 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Brockport,  N.  Y.  The  Hyde 
family  was  of  English  descent,  and  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Sinclair  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Birdsey, 
was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  of  ICnglish 
ancestiy.  She  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  31,  1815.  Her  parents  spent  their  last  years 
in  that  State.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  a 
family  of  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Henry  was  connected  for  some  time  with  the 
Times^  of  Adrian;  Edward  W.  is  junior  member  of 
the  wholesale  drug  firm  of  Myers  Brothers  &  Co., 
^ »► 
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8t.  Lonis,  Mo.;  Dnniel  C,  is  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  Troy,  Kan.;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  G^en. 
William  Humphrey,  of  whom  a  sketch  may  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume:  Harriet  M,  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  8.  Applegate,  editor  of  the  Adrian 
Times,  whose  biograpliy  is  published  on  another 
page. 

Mr.  Sinclair,  in  1847,  connected  himself  with  the 
Masonic  Lodge  at  Adrian,  and  has  since  been  lield 
as  one  of  its  most  valued  and  worthy  members. 
He  has  occupied  the  offices  of  F.  M.  and  King  in 
Chapter  10,  is  Generalissimo  in  Commandery  No. 
4,  and  Treasurer  in  the  Council.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  being  the  first  presiding  officer  of 
the  order  in  this  State.  Li  this  he  is  now  Chaplain, 
belonging  to  the  Fatriarchal  branch. 

The  Sinclair  family  residence  is  one  of  the  land- 
marks of  Adrian,  a  substantial  and  comfortable 
structure,  over  whose  threshold  have  passed  the  feet 
of  many  honored  men  and  women  who  have  long 
since  been  called  hence.  Over  the  head  of  Mr. 
Sinclair  there  have  passed  the  snows  of  eighty-three 
winters,  and  as  the  result  of  a  temperate  life  and 
correct  habits  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  green  old 
age,  comforted  with  the  reflection  that  his  life  lias 
not  been  in  vain,  and  that  he  possesses  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  all  those  who  have  known  him 
so  long  and  so  well.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county  he  is  regarded  with  the  deepest  reverence 
and  respect,  and  has  acquitted  himself  in  the  most 
praiseworthy  manner  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
citizen. 

eAPT.  BENJAMIN  F.  GRAVES,  who  for 
the  last  nine  years  has  been  numbered 
among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Adrian, 
and  earned  his  title  by  honorable  service  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  Rebellion,  was  born  in 
Charlotte,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1839. 
His  early  years  were  passed  on  the  farm,  and  his 
limited  circumstances  compelled  him  to  enter  upon 
the  active  duties  of  life  with  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  Graves  left  the  Sinclairville  school  in  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  1859,  and  repaired  to  Warren 
County,    Pa.,    where   for   the    following    eighteen 
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months  lie  wns  engnged  in  lumbering.  Early  in 
the  spring  of  ISC  I  his  interests  in  this  field  of  la- 
bor called  him  to  Pittsl)urgh,  Pa.,  where  he  found 
himself  in  the  midst  of  active  pre[)ara,tions  for  war. 
Recruits  were  being  enlisted,  companies  and  regi- 
ments were  leaving  for  their  rendezvous,  and  on 
his  way  home,  Ada  Cleveland,  Ohio,  young  Graves 
enlisted,  April  22,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Company 
G,  19th  Ohio  Infantry,  for  the  term  of  three  months. 
He  accompanied  that  regiment  through  its  long 
marches  into  Western  Virginia,  under  Gen.  McClel- 
lan,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Rich  Mount- 
ain, July  11.  They  left  that  section  of  country  a 
few  weeks  later,  when  the  regiment  was  mustered 
out,  but  the  next  day  Mr.  Graves  enlisted  in  the 
2d  Oliio  Cavalry,  and  subsequently  took  parkin  the 
battles  of  Independence,  Pea  Ridge,  and  a  dozen 
other  engagements  in  Soutliwestern  Missouri,  Ar- 
kansas, Indian  Territory  and  Kansas. 

In  one  of  the  many  engagements  in  which  this 
regiment  participated,  Mr.  Graves  was  badly  in- 
jured by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  and  in  1863,  when 
the  regiment  was  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  re- 
cruit, he  was  discharged  for  disability.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  been  three  times  promoted  for  gallant 
conduct  in  action.  After  leaving  the  regiment 
and  spending  a  few  months  in  recruiting  his  health, 
he  for  the  third  time  entered  the  volunteer  service, 
with  a  Captain's  commission,  but  finding  that  he 
was  no  longer  able  for  duty,  he  resigned  and  made 
his  way  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  oil  business  until  tlie  spring  of  1868.  He 
then  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Linus  W. 
Thayer,  at  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  having  in  view  the  fit- 
ting of  himself  for  the  legal  profession.  A  year 
later  he  had  made  much  good  progress  that  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  general  term,  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  commenced  practice  at  Warsaw. 

In  August,  1871,  Capt.  Graves  came  with  his 
family  to  this  State,  and  opened  an  office  at  Big 
Rapids,  where  he  practiced  successfully  until  elan- 
uary,  1879,  then  removed  to  the  city  of  Adrian, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  During  his  residence 
in  Mecosta  County,  he  was  three  times  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  for  three  terms  also  held 
the  office  of  City  Attorney  of  Big  Rapids.  He  was 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education    of  that  city. 
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niid  for  five  years  was  State*  Agent  of  tlie  reforma- 
tory iDstitutious  of  the  State  for  that  county. 
Since  coming  to  Adrian,  Capt.  Graves  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  bar  of  Lenawee  County,  and 
lias  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  i)ractice.  He  is 
a  lib(!ral  and  public-spirited  man,  always  ready  to 
assist  in  tlie  promotion  of  any  enterprise  that  prom- 
ises to  aid  in  the  welfare  of  the  commiinity.  An 
enthusiastic  Grand  Army  man,  he  hns  served  three 
terms  as  Commander  of  Woodbury  Post,  two  terms 
as  Vice  President  of  the  Southeastern  G.  A.  R.  As- 
sociation, and  is  now  serving  liis  second  term  as  its 
President.  It  is  due  to  him  to  say  that  the  suc- 
cess of  that  oiganization  is  largely  owing  to  his  en- 
ergy and  ability  in  the  managc^ment  of  its  affairs. 
He  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
Administration  of  the  Department  of  Michigan  G. 
A.  R.,  and  has  tilled  many  positions  in  this  connec- 
tion. At  the  annual  encampment  <>f  that  order 
held  at  Grand  Rapids  in  March,  1887,  he  was  prom- 
inently mentioned  for  Department  Commander. 

Capt.  Graves,  in  June,  1804,  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Baily,  of  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  and  to  them 
there  were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
now  living — Clinton  B.,  Benton  F.  and  Florence 
E.  IJpon  the  i*emoval  of  the  family  to  this  State, 
Mrs.  Graves  was  in  delicate  liealth,  and  in  March, 
187(),  she  passed  away.  In  June,  1877,  C^apt. 
Graves  was  again  married,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Mary  Kinney,  of  Seneca,  this 
county.  Mrs.  Graves  >vas  born  in  May,  DS-jD,  and 
her  [)arents  were  natives  of  New  York. 

Capt.  Graves,  j)olitically,  is  a  |)ronounced  Repub- 
lican. His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
Abraham  lyincoin  in  18()0,  juid  since  that  time  he 
has  taken  an  active  [)art  in  the  councils  of  his  i)arty, 
often  representing  it  in  tlie  State  and  county  con- 
ventions. 

0.  A  THAN  lEL     C  A  RPEN  TER    BENNETT, 
/  formmdy  a  resident  of  Riga  Townshi[),   was 
__^ )  born  in  Maryland,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec. 

28,  1824.  He  received  his  name  in  honor  of  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  that  county,  Nathaniel  Car- 
penter, who  gave  his  namesake  1500.  As  a  niem- 
]h)v  of  the  niilitia  of  his  native  Slate,  Mr.  P).  was  givcai 
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a  captain's  commission  by  the  Governor  of  the 
State.  Moses  Bennett,  father  of  the  Captain,  was  a 
farmer,  and  pursued  that  occupation  in  Otsego 
County  during  tlie  last  years  of  his  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  early  years 
of  his  life  on  a  farm,  attending  the  district  schools 
of  liis  native  county  quite  regularly.  He  there  re- 
ceived tlie  rudiments  of  a  good  education,  which, 
))y  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Carpenter,  wife  of  the  gen- 
thnnan  for  whom  he  was  named,  he  was  enabled  to 
complete  at  Hartwick  Academy,  where  he  received 
the  full  benefits  of  a  thorough  course  of  instruction. 
After  he  was  graduated  from  that  excellent  institu- 
tion he  was  well  prepared  for  tlie  vocation  of 
teacher,  which  he  immediately  adopted  and  pur- 
sued successfully  for  twelve  years.  He  married  in 
184G,and  in  company  with  his  father,  bought  a 
farm  in  Otsego  County,  of  which,  however,  he  dis- 
j)Osed  in  1851  and  removed  to  Albany,  Avhere  he 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1856  his  es- 
tablishment was  burned  down,  and  he  then  went 
\V"est  to  retrieve  his  fallen  fortunes.  Crossing  the 
Mississippi,  he  located  at  Ossian,  Iowa,  where  he 
managed  a  hotel  two  and  one-half  years,  when  he 
went  to  Columbia,  Boone  Co.,  Mo.,  and  followed 
the  same  business  one  year.  His  next  move  waste 
St.  Eouis,  wliere  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
commission  merchant  for  one  and  one-half  years, 
and  then  gave  up  that  business  and  went  to  Castil- 
lian.  Iowa,  where  he  bought  some  property  and  re- 
>umed  the  duties  of  "mine  host."  In  1808  he  per- 
manently rfMired  from  the  hotel  business,  and  re- 
traced his  steps  eastward  as  far  as  Michigan,  where 
he  bought  200  acres  of  land  in  Riga  Township,  and 
from  that  time  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  with  much  success.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  15,  1883, 
he  had  eighty  acres  of  land  under  a  high  stat(3  of 
cultivation,  and  containing  good  frame  buildings, 
well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a  farm.  In  Capt. 
Bennett's  death  the  community  sustained  the  loss 
of  a  valued  citizen  and  a  genial,  whole-souled  man, 
of  varied  business  experiences  and  ability;  his 
widow  still  continues  to  reside  on   the    homestead. 

Captain  and  Mrs.  Bennett  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  in  the  kindness  of  their  hearts  they 
adoi)ted  a  (^hild  and  r(\ared  him  as  their  own.     This 


V 


504 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


4i\ 


young  man,  John  M.,  married  Anna  Durham,  of 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  but  she  died  in  September. 
1881,  leaving  two  children,  Thaddeus  and  Ardie 
May. 

Mrs.  Bennett,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca 
Myers,  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  July  :>!, 
1824.  Her  grandfather,  Peter  Myers,  was  a  farmer 
of  Canada,  but  spent  his  last  years  in  Cobleskill, 
Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Ephraim  Myers, 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  (Quebec,  Canada,  and 
after  marrying  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  he  set- 
tled on  a  tract  of  timber  land,  which  he  had  bought 
in  Otsego  County,  and  improved  a  farm.  The  fa- 
ther of  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Maria 
Sagendorf,  was  born  in  (lermany,  and  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  an  infant.  He  was 
reared  in  New  York  City,  where  he  learned  the  jew- 
elry business,  and  afterward  went  to  Schoharie 
County,  where,  buying  a  large  tract  of  timbered 
land,  he  became  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  there 
died,  after  improving  a  farm. 

Mrs.  Bennett's  father  died  at  his  home  in  Otsego 
County  when  she  was  quite  young.  She  remained 
with  her  mother  until  she  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  then  went  to  live  with  an  aunt  in  Albany, 
where  she  learned  the  millinery  trade.  She  re- 
mained in  Albany  until  a  year  before  her  marriage, 
then  returned  to  her  mother.  Mrs.  Bennett  is  an 
estimable  woman,  respected  by  all  in  the  com- 
munity. 


ULETT  WEST  is  one  of  the  prominent  agri- 
culturists of  Raisin  Township,  and  has  ma- 
terially assisted  in  its  growth  and  prosperity. 
\\im  He  was  born  in  Norwich,  Oxford  County, 
Ontario,  Canada,  Feb.  10,  1830,  and  is  the  youngest 
of  the  ten  children  born  to  his  parents  (for  parental 
history  see  biographical  notice  of  Wilber  West).  He 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  the 
family  from  Canada  to  Raisin  Township,  where  he 
completed  his  education  in  the  primitive  log  school- 
house,  and  when  nob  attending  school  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  his  land  and  preparing  it  for  cul- 
vation.  When  he  became  of  age,  he  and  his  brother 
Wilber  bought  a  farm  of  260  acres,  160  acres  of 
which  lie  in  Raisin  Township   and  eighty  acres  in 


Blissfield  Township.  This  they  improved  and 
farmed  successfully  together  until  the  year  1870, 
when  they  discontinued  the  conni^ction,  and  Mr. 
VVe>t  became  the  sole  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  sections  )^o  nnd  36  in  the  township  of  Raisin, 
nnd  forty  ac-res  in  Blissfield  Township,  which  h(i 
afterward  disposed  of  and  bought  sixty  acres,  and 
that  he  has  also  disposed  of.  He  now  has  a  well 
cultivated  farm,  with  numerous  well  appointed 
buildings,  and  the  necessary  appliances  for  carrying- 
on  the  different  branches  of  farming  successfully  ; 
his  home  is  beautifully  located  on  section  36  of 
Raisin  Township. 

Mr.  West  was  married  in  Raisin  Township,  Aug. 
29,  1870,  to  Mrs.  Eliza,  widow  of  Levi  H.  Chase. 
She  was  born  in  Royalton,  Niagara  Co.,N.  Y.,  Dec. 
2i),  1827,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  she  was  five 
years  old  with  her  i)arents  (for  parental  history  see 
sketch  of  Rev.  L.  C.  Chase).  Here  she  grew  to 
womanhood  and  was  educated  in  the  home  of  her 
parents  in  Raisin  Township. 

By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  West  is  the  mother  of 
six  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Levi 
F.  married  Hattie  L.  Stevenson,  of  Washtenaw 
County,  and  they  now  live  on  the  homestead  of  Mr. 
West,  our  subject;  Dan  married  Stella  Wells,  and 
they  now  live  on  a  farm  in  Blissfield  Township;  Mary 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Isley,  and  the}^  also  reside 
on  a  farm  in  Blissfield  Township;  Herbert  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen;  Owen,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  and  Anna  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

Ml-.  West  is  a  profound  believer  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
and  he  has  done  much  to  establish  his  cherished 
faith.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  having  the 
courage  of  his  opinions,  and  is  swayed  by  neither 
party  nor  policy. 


—^0^^ 


.^_rl^|<^— 


OHN  FISHER,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Lenawee  County,  is  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Clinton  Township,  where  he  has 
one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  county; 
it  is  built  of  brick,  two  stories  in  heiglit,  and  is 
beautifully  located  on  bis  farm  on  section  9,   three 
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mid  one -half  miles  from  Teciimseh,  aiuT  two  miles  i 
fi-om  Clinton vi lie.  His  farm  consists  of  87 2|  acres 
of  land  in  a  (inely  improved  condition.  His  barns 
are  large,  of  a  modern  style,  and  with  liis  otlier 
farm  buildings  compaie  with  the  best  in  Southern 
iNHchigan.  A  view  of  the  elegant  mansion  and  its 
environs,  which  are  considered  models  in  their  way, 
is  given  on  an  adjoining  page,  and  hnppil}^  ilhistrates 
the  wonderful  advance  made  in  arcliitecture,  in 
elegance  and  in  nW  the  comforts  of  lite,  from  the 
primitive  days  of  the  enrly  settlement  of  tliis  i 
covmty. 

The  high  stand  Mr.  Fisher  takes  among   his    fel-    , 
low-citizens,  has  been  brought  about  on  his  ])art  by 
intelligent  and  well-directed  industry,  cou{)led  with    \ 
honest  dealing  and  a  judicious  economy  tliat  knows 
when  to  spend  the  most  freely  as    well  as    wlien   to 
withhold.      He  is  a  native  of  the  good  oldcommon- 
wealtli  of  Massnchusetts,  and   a  descendant  of    an- 
cestors wlio  had    loug  mad.e  tliat  Stnte  their  home.    ; 
Mr.  Fisher's  father.  John  Fisher,  Sr.,    was    l)orn  in    | 
Massachusetts,  of  New  England  })arentage.  and  was 
reared  to  the  occupations  of  cabinet-maker  and  car-    i 
[)enter.      He  married,  in  Franklin  ("ounty.  Elizabeth    | 
Hill,  who  was  by  birth  an<l  parentage  a    Massa(»hu-    ! 
setts  woman,  descended  from  well-connected  fanii-    | 
lies  of  New  England  antecedents.      After  theii' mar-    j 
riage  they  made  their    home  in    Franklin    Count}',    ; 
tind  there    remained  until  after  the  birth  of    their    ' 
eleven  children,  most  of  whom  lived  to  maturity.    \ 

On  the  3d   of   May,    1836,    Mr.    and    iMrs.   John    ^ 
Fisher,  Sr.,  with  nine  children,  left  their  Massachu- 
setts home  and  started  on  tlie  tlu^i  long  journey  for    , 
Michigan,  where  thev  contemplated  settling,  to  take    ^ 
advantage  of  its  fertile  soil  and  line  climate.     They    ; 
journeyed   to  Troy,  N.  Y.,    and  then  embarkerl    on    | 
the  Erie  Canal,  on  which  they  crossed  the  State  to 
Buffalo,  thence,  by  way  of  ivake  Erie    and    Detroit 
River,  to  Detroit.      From  there  the}' returned  on  the 
lake  in    a  steamer  to  Moni'oe,   and    were    brought 
across  the  countiy  from  the   latter    place  by  teams, 
on  a  road  which  was   almost   impassable   for    man\' 
miles.      Finally  their   long   and    weary  journey  of 
twenty  days  came  to  an  end,   on  the  23)d  of    May, 
1836,  in  what  is    now  Clinton   Township,    but    was 
then  a  part  of  the  new  town  of  Tecumseli,  and  there 
they  made*  their  new  home*  on  land  which  the  father 


had  bought  in  1835,  and  the  same  on  which  our 
subject  lives  to-day.  Only  a  very  small  part  of  it 
had  been  cleared  and  i)lowed,  but  the  father  lived  to 
see  it  fairly  well  improved.  The  family  first  lived 
in  a  small  house,  18x24  feet  in  size,  built  in  a  rude 
njanner.  and  in  that  humble  home  the  first  fifteen 
years  of  their  life  in  their  adopted  State  were  passed. 
They  then  re|)laced  it  by  a  larger  and  more  con- 
venient house,  which  later  gave  way  to  the  present, 
commodious  and  elegant  structure  erected  by  our 
sid)ject. 

Mr.  Fisher,  Sr.,  eaily  took  a  prominent  part  in 
the  affairs  of  the  townshii)  and  State.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  statiu'c  and  strength,  and  characterized 
by  as  nmch  mental  as  physical  vigor,  which  made 
him  a  very  imj)ortant  accession  as  a  member  of 
the  connnunity.  In  eai'ly  days,  while  a  citizen  of 
Massachusetts,  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  after  he 
came  to  Michigan  he  found  himself  more  in  S3^m- 
pathy  witli  the  Whigs,  and  accordingly  identified 
himself  with  that  party,  but  later  became  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  which  replaced  the  Wnigs. 
He  represented  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  in  the  State 
Legislature  for  several  years.  He  died  May  5, 
1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  his 
wife  had  departed  this  life  on  the  3d  of  the  same 
month  in  the  preceding  year.  The  latter  was  a 
woman  of  remarkable  physical  strength  and  power 
of  endurance,  and  it  was  a  singular  coincidence  that 
they  were  both  found  dead  in  their  chairs,  having 
suffered  no  previous  illness,  having  been  appar- 
ently in  goi)d  mental  and  bodily  health.  They  were 
both  earnest  Baptists  in  their  religious  beliefs. 

John  Fisher,  of  vvhom  we  write,  was  born  in 
Charlemont.  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  Aug.  4,  1829,  and 
was  the  youngest  but  one  of  his  parents'  family. 
He  received  a  good  practical  training  in  the  every- 
day duties  of  life,  and  an  education  in  select  schools. 
When  he  became  of  age  he  took  charge  of  the  160 
a 'res  of  land  comprising  liis  father's  original  pur- 
chase, on  which  he  made  the  principal  improve- 
ments, and  by  subsequent  purchases  of  land  greatly 
raided  to  the  original  extent  of  his  farm. 

Ml'.  Fisher  was  first  married  in  Tecumseli  Vil- 
lage. Feb.  14,  1854,  to  Miss  Rachel  Hamton,  who 
was  born  in  Tecumseli  in  1832,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of    Isaac  and  Almera    (Hewitt)    Hnmton,    who 
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were  very  early  settlers  in  this  county,  from  New 
York.  They  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  her  father's 
death  occurring  in  Illinois,  and  her  mother's  in  New 
York.  Mrs.  Fisher  died  in  Clinton  Township,  Feb. 
14,  1868,  on  the  anniversary  of  her  wedding  day. 
Slie  was  a  most  estimable  woman,  much  beloved  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends ;  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  as  were  also  her  children,  of  whom 
she  had  three.  The  following  is  their  record: 
William  F.  lives'  at  home  assisting  his  father  in  tVie 
management  of  his  large  farm ;  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Tecumseh  High  School,  and  brings  a  well- 
trained  intellect  to  bear  on  the  duties  of  his  calling. 
Ellen  R.  is  an  accomplished  music  teacher,  and  lives 
at  home ;  she  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Teciunseh 
High  School.  Charles  H.  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-four, while  in  attendance  at  the  University  at 
Ann  Arbor. 

Mr.  Fisher's  second  marriage  occurred  rot  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.,  July  31,  1868,  when  he  was  wedded 
to  Mrs.  Zoraida  A.  Hood,  daughter  of  Dr.  R. 
H.  and  Betsy  (Foster)  Henderson,  natives  respect- 
ively of  New  York  and  Massachusetts.  Her  father 
was  a  physician,  adopting  that  profession  in  early 
manhood,  and  pursuing  it  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  was  a  man  of  much  influence,  and  was  very 
skillful  in  his  profession,  and  met  with  deserved 
success.  After  marriage  the  Doctor  and  his  wife 
settled  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  there  all  but  one  of 
.  tlieir  ten  children  were  born,  Mrs.  Fisher  being  their 
eighth  child  in  order  of  l)iith,  the  date  of  her  ad- 
vent being  June  17,  1832.  In  1835  the  family  all 
came  to  Michigan  and  made  their  home  near  the 
city  of  Ann  Arbor.  The  Doctor  continued  the 
practice  of  his  profession  there  until  his  death  in 
August,  1 838.  In  his  political  faith  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  was  quite  prominent  in  the  local  councils 
of  that  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  of  the  old 
school  of  Presbyterians,  and  rigid  adherents  to  the 
doctrines  and  tenets  of  that  denomination.  His 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  and  died  in  Ann 
Arbor.  Mrs.  Fisher  is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence 
and  culture,  having  been  finely  educated  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  Ypsilanti,  and  taught  school  for  some 
years  before  her  marriage.  She  and  her  husband 
occupy  a  high  social  position  in  the  township,  and 
often  extend  the  genial  hospitality  of  their  ])eauti- 


ful  home  to  their  friends.  They  are  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Fisher 
earnestly  advocates  and  sui)ports  the  Republican 
party. 

OHN  A.  TOWNSEND.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  had  experience  in  various  lines 
of  business  aside  from  farming,  which  proved 
very  valuable  to  him  in  that  occupation, and 
he  has  resided  in  other  localities,  but,  like  nearly 
everybody  else  who  moves  away,  has  drifted  back 
to  Lenawee  County,  and  is  thoroughly  convinced 
that  there  are  other  places  just  as  good,  but  none 
better  in  which  to  live,  than  this  part  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Townsend  was  born  in  Dover  Township, 
Lenawee  County,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1837.  His 
parents  were  Henry  F.  and  Lucy  R.  Townsend,  who 
had  three  children— John  A.,  Milton  H.  and  Lucy 
A.  Milton  H.  resides  in  Dover  Township;  Lucy 
A.  is  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Bedell,  and  resides  in  Me- 
nominee, Mich.  John  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
passed  his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  moved  to  Adrian,  and  obtained  em- 
ployment as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  W.  S.  Wilcox. 
After  quitting  that  employment,  he  went  to  Ver- 
milion County,  111.,  and  lived  in  Rossville  four 
years,  during  which  time  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  sheep-grazing.  He  then  returned  to  Lenawee 
County,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  with  which  he  re- 
mained for  ten  years.  Aside  from  that  he  has  de- 
voted his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  now 
owns  seventy-three  acres  of  land,  which  is  con- 
sidered very  valuable,  and  upon  which  he  has  erected 
elegant,  commodious  and  comfortable  buildings. 
I\Ir.  Townsend  has  been  married  twice,  the  first 
marriage  occurring  on  the  21st  of  May,  1862,  his 
wife  being  Miss  Almira  H.  Todd,  daughter  of  Har- 
vey Todd,  who  at  one  time  owned  the  largest  por- 
tion of  land  on  which  the  eastern  part  of  the  city 
of  Adrian  now  stands.  She  was  born  in  Adrian  on 
the  Dth  of  November,  1839,  but  was  a  resident  of 
Madison  Township  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Townsend.  By  this  marriage  five  children 
were  born:  William  IT.,  in  Rossville,  111.,  Aug.  29, 
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1863;  Louis  E.,  in  Palmyra  Township,  July  23, 
1868;  Charles  IL,  in  Madison  Township,  Sept.  12, 
1869;  Milton,  in  Madison  Township,  April  12, 
1872;  Alinira  B.,  in  Madison  Township,  Nov.  27, 
1873.  William  IL  married  Miss  Mattie  Anderson, 
and  resides  in  Adrian;  Louis  E.  died  in  Madison 
Township  on  the  29th  of  August,  1869.  Mrs.  Al- 
mira  Townsend  died  in  Madison  Township,  Feb. 
12,1874.  She  was  born,  married  and  died  in  the 
same  house,  that  in  which  Mr.  Townsend  now  re- 
sides, and  in  the  same  building  her  two  youngest 
children  were  born. 

Mr.  Townsend's  second  wife  was  Sarah  L.  Nash, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  Palmyra  Towjiship, 
Lenawee  County,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1874. 
She  was  born  in  Madison  Township,  May  20,  1845, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  M. 
(Becker)  Nash,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  New  York  respectively.  Ilei"  parents  emi- 
grated to  Lenawee  County  in  1806,  and  settled  in 
Madison  Township,  but  afterward  removed  to  Pal- 
myra Township.  The  mother  died  in  Madison 
Township  on  the  22d  of  June,  1863,  and  the'father 
in  Palmyra  Township,  Oct.  16,  1875.  To  them 
were  born  nine  children — Samuel,  Nathan,  Nanc3% 
Harvey  T.,  Gerardus  J.,  Henry,  Sarah  L.,  Esther 
and  Frances  E.  Samuel  resides  in  Palmyra  Town- 
ship; Nathan  resides  in  Adrian  Township;  Nancy 
is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hamilton,  and  is  living  hi  Pal- 
myra; Harvey  T.  resides  in  Adrian;  Gerardus  re- 
sides in  Palmyra  Township;  Henry  lives  in  Saline 
County,  Kan. ;  Esther  is  the  wife  of  David  E. 
Palmer,  and  resides  in  Madison  Township;  Frances 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  S.  Phillips,  and  has  her 
home  in  Ogden  Township;  Sarah  L.  is  the  Avife  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Townsend  adheres 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  the 
movements  of  that  organization  he  takes  an  active 
interest.  He  is  a  meml)er  in  high  standing  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  In  all  the  affairs  of  life  Mr. 
Townsend  has  been  an  enterprising  and  energetic 
man,  and  in  liis  efforts  to  improve  his  condition  in 
life  he  has  been  emincuitly  successful.  (For  sketch  of 
Henry  F.  Townsend,  father  of  the  subject  of  tliis 
biography,  see  another  page  of  this  Aliutm.) 

In  connection  with  this   memoir,  the  publishers 


present,  on  another  page  of  this  Album,  a  beautiful 
lithographic  view  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Town- 
send  with  its  immediate  surroundings,  as  illustra- 
tive of  the  great  advancement  in  the  architectural 
arts  that  have  been  made  from  the  log  cabins  of  the 
pioneers,  and  the  elegance  and  comfort  of  life  of 
the  present  citizens  of  Lenawee  County,  in  compar- 
ison with  that  of  their  forefathers. 


^p^U^:ORGE  HOLLO  WAY,  ^) 
ij  out  Raisin  Township,  is  1 

^^^5)    earliest  pioneers,  and  wa; 


^U^:ORGE  HOLLO  WAY,  well  known  through- 

the  son  of  one  of  its 
^as  born  at  the  home- 
stead which  he  now  occupies  April  19,  1852.  His 
father,  Butler  Holloway,  a  native  of  Conway,  Mass., 
was  born  Feb.  14,  1814,  and  was  the  son  of  Dr. 
William  Holloway,  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State, 
and  born  in  1781.  The  latter  resided  in  his  native 
county  until  about  1816,  when  he  emigrated  to 
York  Township,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
practiced  medicine  until  coming  to  Michigan,  in 
1833.  His  first  location  was  in  Raisin  Township, 
this  county,  where  he  continued  as  a  successful 
physician  until  his  death,  Aug.  10,  1852. 

Dr.  William  Hollo  wa  3^  was  married  three  times 
and  became  the  father  of  nine  children,  five  by  the 
first  wife  and  four  by  the  second,  Butler  being  the 
youngest  child  of  the  first  marriage.  The  latter 
came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  with- his  parents, 
and  in  company  with  his  brothers,  William,  Edwin 
and  Silas,  i)urchased  320  acres  of  land  and  took  up 
200  more,  all  lying  in  one  tract  in  Raisin  Town- 
*ship.  The  intersection  of  the  east  and  west  and 
north  and  south  roads  near  the  old  family  residence 
has  been  familiarly  known  to  the  people  of  this 
region  for  over  forty  years  as  'vHolloway  Corners." 
The  father  of  our  subject  selected  for  his  share  the 
southwest  corner  of  section  23,  which  he  cleared 
from  the  wilderness  and  eventually  erected  a  fine 
l)rick  residence,  with  good  barns  and  out-buildings, 
while  he  reduced  the  land  to  a  fine  state  of  culti- 
vation by  means  of  fifteen  miles  of  tile  draining. 

Butler  Holloway  has  often  regaled  the  rising  gen- 
eration with  tales  of  the  early  times  when  frequently 
he  did  not  know  where  he  was  to  get  the  next  meal 
until  he  could  kill  some  game   with  his  rifle.     He 
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frequently  started  out  before  daylight  in  the  morn- 
ing to  hunt  deer  when  he  was  obliged  to  wear  gloves 
on  his  hands  and  tie  his  coat  over  his  head  to  keep 
the  mosquitoes  from  "  bleeding  him  to  death,"  and 
of  hunting  his  cows  after  dark  when  he  was  obliged 
to  carry  a  hickory  torch  to  keep  the  wolves  away. 
He  was  married,  April  2,  1846,  to  Miss  Ann  Rich- 
ard, daughter  of  Archibald  Richard,  of  Raisin 
Township,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  three 
children,  namel.y :  Ellen  Z.,  who  died  Oct.  22,  1875, 
when  twenty-six  years  old;  George,  our  subject, 
and  one  daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Ann 
HoUoway  was  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
and  was  born  May  13,  1818.  She  came  with  her 
parents  to  this  country  in  her  youth,  and  the  family 
settled  in  Raisin  Township,  this  county,  in  1833. 
She  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  her  only 
son,  George,  of  our  sketch.  She  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  early  in  life  and  has  since  been 
a  devoted  mem^^er  of  that  bod}^  Butler  HoUoway 
departed  this  life  at  the  homestead,  Feb.  15,  1882. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  most  useful  members  of 
the  community,  and  was  a  life-long  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

George,  of  our  sketch,  has  spent  his  entire  life 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  and  which  pos- 
sesses for  him  a  far  more  than  moneyed  value. 
Upon  reaching  manhood  he  chose  for  his  wife  a 
maiden  of  his  own  township.  Miss  Elizabeth  Stretch, 
who  was  bor.n  May  24,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Ann  (Charlton)  Stretch,  who  for  many 
years  were  residents  of  Raisin  Township.  The 
mother  was  of  English  birth  and  parentage,  and  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  with  her  parents  in  early 
childhood,  and  died  in  Raisin  Township  in  1 8<S4. 
Mr.  Stretch  continues  farming  at  the  homestead 
upon  which  he  first  located.  Mrs.  HoUoway  con- 
tinued with  her  parents  until  her  marriage,  and  oc- 
cupied herself  as  a  teacher  in  the  district  scliool. 
Of  her  union  with*  our  subject  there  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  son,  Kenneth,  who  is  now  attending 
school. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  and 
at  the  death  of  his  father  assumed  the  management 
of  the  farm.  He  has  for  some  years  been  occupied 
as  a  breeder  of  thoroughbred  Durham  cattle,  mak- 
ing this  industry  an  entire  success.     His  property 
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includes  240  acres  of  land,  with  an  elegant  resi- 
dence, roomy  and  neat  barns  and  other  fai'm  build- 
ings, and  all  the  necessary  farm  machinery.  lie  has 
been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs  and  assisted 
gi'eatly  in  building  up  the  little  village  of  Ilollo- 
w^ay,  which  was  named  in  honoi*  of  his  family.  Polit- 
ically, he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  Dcmocnitic 
principles.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  fire  i)rominent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
H.  has  officiated  as  Elder  for  some  years. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Holloway's  hnndsonu^ 
residence  and  its  surroundings  is  shown  on  nnothcr 
page  of  this  Album.  Nothing  could  moi'e  fitly 
show  the  marvelous  growth  of  the  county  since  its 
first  settlement  than  the  advance  that  has  been  made 
in  the  mode  of  life  of  the  people,  and  espccinlly  bi 
the  comforts  of  their  homes  and  the  elegance  of 
their  houses.  In  this  connection  these  views  of  the 
dwellings  of  the  descendants  of  the  old  pioneers  are 
doid)ly  valuable. 

^jHOMAS  murphy,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Tullynue}^,  County  An- 
trim, Ireland,  Aug.  15,  1846,  and  was  reared 
at  home  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  the 
spring  of  1868,  when  he  sailed  with  some  acquaint- 
ances for  America.  They  had  a  very  stormy  voyage 
and  at  length  reached  the  United  States,  where  he 
engaged  as  a  general  laborer,  and  remained  ten 
years  in  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  after  which,  in  1877,  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  on  section  14  of  Macon 
Townshi])  on  the  liidge  road.  At  that  time  he 
purchased  eighty  acres,  mostly  improv(Ml,  to  whi(4i 
he  has  since  added  forty  acres  on  section  13,  the 
same  township,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Jolui  Murphy,  now 
lives  on  the  farm  with  his  son,  nud  is  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  He  married,  in  Carnlea,  County  An- 
trim, Ireland,  Mary  Sample,  who  is  also  living  at 
sixty -seven  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  iniited  in  marriage  in  Tecumseh, 
Api'il  3,  1878,  to  Miss  Jennie  Anderson,  who  was 
born  at  The-Craig,  C'ounty  Antrim,  Ireland,  on  the 
30th  of  July,  1848,  and  came  to  this  country 
•with  her  pai'cnts    in    1866.       The    parents  settled 
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in  Macon,  and  there  the  father,  William  Ander- 
son, died  a  few  months  after  their  arrivnl.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Getty,  now  lives  in 
Macon  Tow^nshipafc  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy,  of  this  notice,  have  been 
very  successful,  now  owning  a  fine  farm  and  con- 
siderable means,  wiiik^  they  are  still  in  the  prime  of 
life.  Tliey  have  three  chihlren — Tames  A.,  Lizzie 
M.  and  Anna  F.  Mr.  M.  is  a  progressive  and  libei-al 
minded  man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  are  mem})ers  of  the 
Presbyterian  Chnrcli.  In  politics  Mr.  Murphy  is  a 
Republican. 


-^- 


ENRY  F.  TOWNSEND  was  born  in  West- 
moreland, Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1813,  and  was  tlie  son  of  John 
Towqisend,  who  w^as  born  in  the  same  place 
in  1791,  and  lived  there  until  his  death.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  farmer,  owning  the  farm  where  he  was 
born,  and  which  his  father,  also  John  Townsend, 
took  up  from  the  Government;  his  ancestors  came 
from  England.  John  Townsend,  Jr.,  married  Par- 
nel,  daughter  of  David  Bishop,  of  Paris,  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  b}'  wdiora  he  had  eight  children,  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  Heniy  F.  being  the  eld- 
est. Mrs.  Parnel  Townsend  was  born  in  Branford, 
New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1781),  and  died  in 
Whitesboro,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1873. 

Henry  F.  Townsend  lived  with  liis  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  was  brought  up 
a  farmer.  In  the  fall  of  1  835  he  came  to  Michigan, 
landing  at  Monroe  on  the  1st  of  November,  and 
came  direct  to  Adrian.  His  father  came  to  Michi- 
gan the  previous  year  and  took  up  040  acres  of  land 
on  sections  7,  8,  17  and  18,  in  Dover  Township, 
while  the  next  year  he  took  320  acres  on  sections 
12  and  13,  in  Hudson  Township,  making  in  all  960 
acres  of  Government  land.  Henrj^  F.  was  given 
160  acres  on  section  7,  in  Dover  Townslii|),  where 
he  resided  from  the  fall  of  18:)5  until  his  death, 
April  13,  188(5.  When  he  took  possession  there 
had  never  been  a  tree  felled  or  a  road  cut  thi'ough. 
His  nearest  neighbor,  Stephen  W.  (Graves,  who  was 
known  as  a  great  hunter,  lived  a  little  over  one- 
half  a  mile  west.  Daniel  Pavue  lived  two  nnd  one- 


half  miles   east,   Peter   Turpenning  and   John    M. 
Bird  lived  one  mile  south,  and    Gardner  and  David 
Robb  and  Brackley  Shaw,  Sr.,  lived    the   same  dis- 
tance north.       Mr.  Townsend,  Stephen  Graves  and 
Constant  Rowley  cut  a  road  from  the  Hudson  town 
\    line  east  as  far  as  Mr.  Payne's,  a  distance   of   three 
I   and  one-half  miles,    which   made  a  passable    road 
\    thrv)ugh  to  Adrian.      During  the   fall  of    1835    Mr. 
I    Townsend  built  a   log  shanty   16x1 8  feet  outside, 
!    which  was  occupied  as  a  home  until   the    spring  of 
I    1843.      In    1837    he   erected   a   frame    barn    32x46 
I    feet,  which  was  the  only  one  between  Gilbert  Gage's, 
!    four  and  one-half  miles  east,  and  Bean    Creek.      Jn 
i    1857  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  held 
the  oMice  twelve  years,  and  also  served  many  years 
I   as  Constable  and   Highway  Commissioner.     He  al- 
I    ways  took  an  aittive  interest  in  the  general  improve- 
:    meut  of  the  county  in  all  directions,  and  served  as 
I    Director  and  Judge  of   the  county  fairs,  and  dealt 
I   to  some  extent  in  good  stock.     In  1859  he  erected 
I    an  elegant  gravel   brick   house,   manufacturing  his 
own  brick  from  material  on  the  farm. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1836,  Mr.  Townsend  was 
mari-ied  to  Lucy  R.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Marv  Bennett,  of  Westmoreland,  Oneida  Co.,  N. 
!  Y.,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  as  follows: 
j  Jolm  A.,  born  July  31,  1837;  Milton  H.,  born  Nov. 
3,  1841,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
where  he  w-as  a  member  of  Company  D,  12tli  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  and  was  badly  wounded  at  Corinth, 
Miss. ;  he  occupies  and  owns  a  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, which  now^  consists  of  over  300  acres.  Lucy 
A.,  born  March  13,  1844,  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  B. 
IkHlell,  of  Cla3'^ton.  iMrs.  Lucy  R.  Townsend  was 
l)orn  in  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  10th 
of  February,  1814,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1836 
with  her  hnsband.  She  was  left  an  orphan  when 
veiy  young,  and  knows  but  little  about  her  parents. 
I  She  is  i)erfectly  familiar,  however,  wdth  pioneer  life, 
and  can  fully  realize  all  th(^  trials  and  hardships, 
the  hopes,  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of»  settle- 
ment in  a  new  countr3\ 

There  was  no  kerosene   oil   in   I^enawee   County 

fifty-three  years  ago,  but  it  was  quite  as  necessary 

i    to  have  artificial  light  then  as  now.  Mrs.  Townsend 

was  out  of  candles  and  materials  of  which  to  make 

them,  and  f^he  coaxett  her  husband  to  borrow  a  dog 
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which  belonged  to  a,  man  in  Canandaigua.  That 
night  Mr.  Townsend  and  his  wife  and  the  borrowed 
dog  went  hunting,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  two 
coons;  in  this  Avay  Mrs.  Townsend  procured  oil 
enough  to  furnish  plenty  of  light  during  the  winter. 
The  first  butter  she  sold  was  made  in  the  spring  of 
1837;  Mr.  Townsend  broke  his  hoe  and  needed  a 
new  one,  so  his  wife  let  him  have  what  butter  slie 
had,  and  carrying  it  to  Adrian  lie  traded  it  for  a 
hoe.  Mrs.  Townsend  in  her  pioneer  life  has  passed 
through  ordeals  from  which  many  ladies  of  the 
present  day  would  shrink.  For  instance,  she  did 
not  have  a  new  dress  during  the  first  four  years  of 
her  residence  here,  and  did  not  bu}^  a  pound  of 
sugar  in  all  that  time,  but  manufactured  a  small 
quantity  every  spring,  which  had  to  last  them  dur- 
ing the  year. 

It  is  of  such  people  that  the  population  of  Michi- 
gan is  largel}^  composed — people  who  had  the  cour- 
age to  endure  the  hardships  of  early  pioneer  life. 
To  that  generation  the  West  will  always  be  indebted. 
for  it  was  they  who  cleared  away  the  forests  and 
broke  the  prairies  where  the  magnificent  farms 
now  lie. 

iMOS  A.  KINNEY.  The  family  history  of 
this  gentleman,  one  of  the  most  valued 
residents  of  Seneca  Township,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  farming  community,  is  in  its  es- 
sential points  as  follows:  His  parents,  Elias  and 
Margaret  (Anderson)  Kinney,  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey,  where  they  were  reared  and  married  and 
whence  they  I'emoved  in  1824,  to  Canandaigua,  N. 
Y.  This  removal  had  not  been  attended  with  the 
success  which  Elias  Kinney  had  anticipated,  and  he 
determined  to  go  into  a  newer  country  and  try 
there  to  better  his  financial  condition. 

The  Territory  of  Michigan  was  at  that  time  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  many  enterprising  men, 
and  the  father  of  our  subject  accordingly  left  the 
Empire  State  in  1836,  and  coming  into  the  woods 
of  Seneca  Township,  this  countj^  erected  a  log 
cabin,  and  proceeded  toward  the  establishment  of 
a  home.  This  first  dwelling  was  built  in  the  most 
primitive  style,  the  door  being  liewn   from   a  log, 


and  secured  with  wooden  pins,  as  nails  were  not  to 
be  had  even  in  Detroit,  while  the  chimney  was 
built  outside  of  mud  and  sticks.  The  family  con- 
tinued upon  the  land  which  the  father  had  entered 
from  the  Government,  and  with  the  aid  of  liisboys 
improved  a  good  farm  and  added  suitable  build- 
ings. Here  the  mother  died  on  the  21st  of  April, 
1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  while  Elias  Kin- 
ney followed  his  aged  partner  a  little  over  a  year 
later,  his  death  taking  place  on  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1859,  when  he  was  nearly  seventy-one  years 
old. 

The  children  of  Elias  and  Margai-et  Kinney  were 
named  respectively,  Amos  A.,  James  S.,  Mary  Ann, 
Samuel  K.,  Richard  IL,  Sally  Ann,  William  S.,  Eliz- 
abeth M.  and  John  Oxford.  Mary  and  Sally  Ann 
died  when  young,  while  the  sev(}n  surviving,  with 
the  exception  of  tw^o  Avho  live  in  Kansas,  are  resi- 
dents of  this  county.  Amos  A.,  of  our  sketch,  was 
born  April  28,  1812,  in  Johnsonburg,  Sussex  C(;., 
N.  J.,  and  was  a  lad  eleven  years  of  age  when  his 
p:irents  removed  to  New  York  State.  He  there 
developed  into  manhood,  and  became  familiar  with 
farm  pursuits,  ui  which  he  has  always  delighted  and 
been  ambitious  to  excel;  his  early  opportunities 
for  education  were  exceedingly  Kniited.  AVlien 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  he  left  home  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  his  uncle,  James  Kinney,  who 
conducted  a  hotel  on  Cortland  street,  in  New  York, 
and  while  there  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Com- 
modore Vanderbilt,  who  was  at  that  time  boating 
and  operating  a  ferry. 

There  also  young  Kinney  made  the  acquaintance 
of  another  i)erson,  who  bore  an  important  ])art  in 
his  afterlife;  this  was  Miss  Mary  Ann  Hay  ward,  of 
Farmington,  and  they  were  married  in  Canandaigua 
on  the  17th  of  June,  1834.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney 
soon  after  their  marriage  bade  farewell  to  their 
friends  and  acquaintances  in  the  Enq)ire  State,  and 
started  overland  with  a  team  for  the  unknown  West. 
For  sixteen  days  they  traveled  through  the  wilder- 
ness, and  reaching  Seneca  Township,  this  county, 
in  March,  1835,  our  subject  at  once  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  17,  and  the  follovving  yeav 
was  joined  by  his  father's  family.  He  put  up  a  log 
cabin,  and  after  months  of  incessant  labor,  began  to 
fe(il  that  h(^.  had  done  a  wise  act  in   coming   to  this 
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section  of  coiintiy.  The  soil,  under  i)i'oper  eiiltivn- 
tion,  proved  to  be  exceedingly  fertile^  nnd  the  pros- 
peet  of  having  a,  well-tilled  farm  of  his  own  proved 
a  pleasurable  stimuhis  to  his  exertions.  Indians 
had  not  then  left  this  region,  and  often  passed  by 
his  cabin  door  in  large  numbers;  they,  however, 
never  attempted  to  molest  liim,  and  he  was  careful 
to  keep  at  a  respectful  distance  and  treat  them  with 
proper  con  si  d  e  rat  i  on . 

Our  subject  added  to  his  real  estate  until  he  now 
has  a  good  farm,  embracing  a,  quarter  section  of 
land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  substantial  dwell- 
ing, barn,  and  the  other  buildings  required  for  the 
shelter  of  stock  and  the  storing  of  grain.  The 
home  surroundings  are  exceedingly  pleasant,  the 
house  occupying  a  good  location,  and  the  grounds 
around  it  tastefully  laid  off  and  planted  with  a  num- 
ber of  fruit  and  shade  trees.  The  first  real  afflic- 
tion which  came  upon  the  family  was  iu  the  death 
of  the  wife  and  mother,  which  occurred  on  tlie  1 5th 
of  September,  1846.  Of  this  marriage  there  were 
born  four  children — Henry  E.,  George,  and  two  in- 
fants who  died  unnamed.  Henry  E.  died  when 
three  years  of  age;  George  married  Miss  Louisa 
Ashley,  and  removed  to  St.  Charles  County,  Mo., 
where  his  demise  occurred;  their  four  children  are 
Charles,  Amos,  Bert  and  May. 

The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Kinney,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1849,  was  Miss  Lucinda  M,,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Margaret  Stuck,  natives  respectively 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
afterward  settled  in  Fayette  Township,  Seneca  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1824.  Ben- 
jamin Stuck  died  Feb.  10,  1844,  and  his  wife,  Mar- 
garet, in  1860.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom  Mrs.  Kinney,  the 
second  child,  was  born  Nov.  11,  1822,  in  Fayette 
Township,  where  she  attended  the  district  school, 
and  developed  into  womanhood.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  five  children  : 
Their  eldest  daughter,  Margaret  C,  is  the  wife  of 
Coleman  Young,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Medina 
Township;  Myron  died  in  childhood;  Frank  A. 
married  Miss  Elva  Coonrad,  and  is  carrying  on  farm- 
ing in  Medina;  Mary  Lavina  died  in  infancy  ;  John 
A.  is  at  home  with  his  parents;  the  latter  and  his 


brother  Frauk  completed  their  studies  in  Adrian 
College,  and  are  promising  and  welbeducated  young 
men. 

Mr.  Kinney  for  many  years  has  been  prominent 
in  township  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  first  Asses- 
sors appointed,  serving  three  years.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  the  stanch  supporter  of  the 
1  )emo(M'atic  party. 


Mm-~- 


LLEN  COLLINS.  This  gentleman  is  a 
(@rLl|[    member  of  the  well-known  Collins  family, 

III  ffi  who  came  to  tliis  county  while  its  people 
(^/  were  struggling  witli   the   difficulties  inci- 

dent to  pioneer  life,  felling  the  trees,  preparing  the 
undeveloped  soil  for  cultivation,  and  erecting  their 
cabin  homes  in  the  wilderness.  He  remembers  well 
the  conflict  with  adverse  circumstances,  and  upon 
reaching  manhood  was  fully  prepared  for  the  later, 
though  less  laborious  life,  whose  labors  for  him, 
like  many  others,  had  been  I'endered  easier  by  the 
industry  of  the  first  settlers. 

Mr.  Collins  continued  under  the  home  roof  until 
twenty -six  years  of  age,  and  then  married  and  lo- 
cated in  Tecumseh  Township,  whence  he  removed 
in  the  spring  of  188o  to  Macon  Township,  and  is 
now  considered  one  of  its  most  praiseworthy  citi- 
zens. He  is  the  owner  of  105  acres  of  choice  land 
on  section  4,  most  of  it  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  He  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Macon  Township,  Aug.  26,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of 
Isaac  Collins,  who  came  to  this  section  of  country 
at  an  early  day.  Allen  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons.  On 
arriving  at  suital)le  age  he  took  for  his  wife  Miss 
Augusta  Maples,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Macon 
Township,  Oct.  6,  1869. 

Mrs.  Collins  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  23,  1843,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Ann  M.  (Lamunyan)  Maples,  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  Both  parents  were  reared  in  their 
native  county,  where  the  father  learned  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter,  and  after  their  marriage,  which  took 
place  in  the  vicinity  of  their  birth,  they  set  out  for 
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the  Territory  of  Mieliigaii.  Thoy  located  first  at 
Saline,  which  was  then  but  a  hamlet,  whence  Mr. 
M.  removed  about  1844,  to  Maeon  Corners,  his 
present  home;  the  mother  of  Mrs.  C.  died  in  Wasli- 
tenaw  County  in  1848,  Avhen  a  young  woman,  being 
l)ut  twenty-eight  yc^ars  old.  Mr.  Maples  was  mar- 
ried a  second  time,  his  present  wife  liaving  been 
Miss  Margaret  A nselus,  of  New  York  State.  She 
is  still  livhig  to  comfort  her  aged  husband,  who  has 
now  arrived  at  his  threescore  and  ten  years,  but  still 
preserves  his  old-time  habits  of  industry  and  keeps 
i\i  his  trade  v^dlenever  able.  Mrs.  Collins,  after  the 
death  of  her  mother,  was  taken  into  the  home  of 
Isaac  Pennington,  l)y  whom  principally  she  was 
reared  to  womanhood.  She  was  a  bright  and  in- 
telligent girl,  and  by  her  obedience  to  her  foster- 
parents,  secured  a  warm  place  in  their  affections. 
They  are  now  in  Macon  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  have  four  bright  children, 
all  at  home,  namely:  Agnes  J.,  Nina  E.,  Leroy  M. 
and  Isaac  W.  Shortly  after  his  marriage,  our 
subject  located  in  Tecumseh  Township,  but  in  1874 
or  1875  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section 
10,  in  Macon  Township,  which  they  occupied  until 
1883,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm.  He  is 
a  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  and  politically, 
a  solid  Republican.  Mrs.  Collins  is  a  lady  greatly 
respected  in  her  comnumity,  and  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


-^^^^m 


ENRY  C.  BOWEN,  Jk.,  Chief  of  the  Eire 
Department  at  Adrian,  is  but  little  over 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  the  fact  that  he  is 
entrusted  with  the  duties  of  a  very  resp(m- 
sible  position  is  indicative  of  his  excellent  natural 
capacities.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  fire 
department  for  but  one  year,  but  he  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  the  details  connected  with  it,  and  is  act- 
ive and  energetic,  giving  good  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Bowen  is  living  among  the  people  with  whom 
he  has  spent  nearly  his  entire  life,  as  he  was  born  in 
Adrian  on  the  28th  of  March,  1857.  He  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Cainbren)  Bowmen, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  this  county 
about  1830.     The  father  engaged  as  an  ice  dealer, 


and  l)uilt  up  a  thriving  trade,  handling  large  quan- 
tities of  ice,  and  in  fact,  commanding  the  largest 
patronage  in  this  department  of  business  of  anyoiie 
in  the  city.  Our  siil)ject  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  city  schools,  and  upon  attaining  man- 
liood  was  engaged  some  years  on  the  >Vabash  Rail- 
road during  its  construction  through  this  section. 

llpon  the  retirement  of  our  subject  from  his 
connection  with  the  railroad,  in  1883,  he  purchased  • 
the  interest  of  his  father  in  the  ice  business,  and 
associating  himself  with  one  of  his  brothers,  estab- 
lished what  is  now  familiarly  known  as  the  Adrian 
Ice  Company,  which  runs  two  large  wagons,  and 
supi)lies  the  bulk  of  the  local  trade  in  the  city.  In 
his  present  position  as  Chief  of  the  fire  department 
Mr.  Bowen  has  the  management  of  the  four  sta- 
tions, which  include  thirty-two  men.  The  engines 
are  of  the  Amokeag  and  Silsby  pattern,  and  the? 
veliicles  are  propelled  by  horse  power.  Each  year 
adds  something  to  the  eiliciency  of  the  department, 
and  Mr.  Bowen  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
matters  pertaining  to  this  important  safeguard  of 
life  and  property. 

Our  subject,  in  the  spring  of  1883,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  one  of  the  most  attractive  young 
ladies  of  Adrian,  Miss  Louise  Wies,  who,  like  her 
husband,  was  born  here  and  grew  to  womanhood, 
remaining  with  her  parents,  Stephen  and  Katherine 
Wies,  until  her  marriage;  her  parents  were  natives 
of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen  occupy  a  neat 
and  comfortable  dwelling  on  the  corner  of  Butler 
and  Main  streets,  and  enjoy  the  society  of  many 
warm  friends.  They  have  one  child,  Olga,  who 
was  born  March  13,  1887. 
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\f^ANlEL  COLE  TUNISON.  The  name  of 
I  )\)  this  gentleman  is  widely  and  favorably 
^^Jp^  known  throughout  Eairfield  Townshii),  of 
^=^  which  he  has  been  a  resident  for  twenty- 
four  years.  Upon  first  coming  to  this  county  he 
purchased  120  acres  of  land  on  section  10,  now  in- 
cluded in  his  present  farm,  which  he  brought  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  There  were  no  improve- 
ments upon  it  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  and  its 
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l)resonl  condition  bears  a  fine  contrast  to  that  in 
wliicli  he  fonnd  it.  Tlierc  is  now  a  handsome  and 
convenient  set  of  farm  buihiinos,  with  all  the  other 
appurtenances  of  the  modern  conn  try  bonus  and  to 
the  original  tract  Mr.  I'nnison  has  added  sixt}' 
acres,  making  in  all  a  fine  body  of  land  hSO  acres  in 
extent,  and  highl.y  prodnctiv(\  lie  has  served  a 
life-hmg  apprenticeship  at  fanning,  and  has  a  thor- 
ongh  nnderstanding  of  its  varions  details.  This, 
added  to  his  natnrally  line  tastes,  with  his  prudence 
and  economy,  has  served  him  well  in  building  up 
one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  l^enawi'e  County. 

Oar  subject  was  born  April  17,  1828,  and  is  the 
sou  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Cole)  Tunison,  who  were 
natives  respectively  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York. 
John  V.  Tunison,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  a  native  of  New"  Jersey,  was  ])orn  in  May, 
1762,  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Miller,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  about  171)4.  He  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, Daniel  and  Sarah  (Hopkins)  Cole,  were 
natives  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  former 
Avas  born  Dec.  23,  1779,  and  the  latter,  Sept.  10, 
1781.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  second  in 
a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years.  He  w^as  born  Aug.  10,  1707,  and 
Anna,  his  wife,  was  born  July  10,  1803.  After 
their  marriage,  March  2,  1820,  they  located  in  Sen- 
eca County,  N.  Y''.,  whence  they  removed  to 
Schuyler  County,  and  from  there,  in  the  fall  of 
1849,  to  Lucas  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Tunison  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  which  occupation  he  followed 
for  a  period  of  seventeen  years,  and  being  fond  of 
agricultural  pursuits,  also  engaged  in  farming  con- 
siderably. In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Thomas 
Tunison  left  the  Bucke3^e  State,  and  coming  to 
Southern  Michigan,  located  on  section  10  in  Eair- 
field  Township,  where  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  lived  t<.)  a 
ripe  old  age,  celebrating  their  golden  and  pearl 
weddings,  and  died  within  a  few  months  of  each 
other,  the  mother  passing  away  on  the  26th  of  March, 
1886,  and  the  fatlier  joining  his  devoted  compan- 
ion in  the  better  land  September  30  of  the  same 
year,  after  having  lived  together  sixty -six  years. 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Cole)  Tuni- 
son are  recorded  as  follows :     Elizabeth  became  the 


wife  of  Caleb  Ci'issey,  and  died  in  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  March  17,  1862;  Sarah,  Mrs.  William  Conk- 
lin,  resides  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  Ezra  C.  married 
Miss  Harriet  Knox,  of  Schuyler  County,  N.  Y".,  and 
died  in  ^Nlorenci,  this  State,  July  23,  1886;  Daniel 
C,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  fourth  child;  Susan  S. 
is  the  wife  of  W.  II.  Williams,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
of  Lucas  County,  Ohio;  John  P.  first  married  Miss 
Helen  Ten  lirook,  who  died  while  on  a  visit  to 
Lucas  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  23,  1882;  he  afterward 
married  Mrs.  Elvina  lirown,  and  now  resides  in 
A\ood  County,  Ohio.  Daniel  C.  Tiuiison  was  fairl}^ 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  remaining  in  his 
native  county  until  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Ohio.  He  accompanied  them  there  and  in  their 
subsequent  removal  to  this  State,  and  continued  a 
memlierof  the  parental  household  until  twenty-nine 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  married  and  located  on 
his  own  farm  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
continued  until  coming  to  this  State  in  th-^  spring 
of  1864. 

Mr.  Tunison  was  married  in  Fairfield  Township, 
tins  county,  Jan.  21,  1858,  to  Miss  Lucy  E.,  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  and  l>etsy  (Pitts)  Hodge,  the  former 
a  native  of  (h-afton  County,  N.  IL,  and  the  latter 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y'.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents of  Mrs.  Tunison  were  Thomas  and  Lucy 
(Webber)  Hodge,  who  were  of  New  England  birth 
and  parentage,  and  her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Levi  and  Hannah  (Wilbur)  Pitts.  Thomas  Hodge 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
was  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Ed- 
ward was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  Edward 
and  liis  wife,  Betsy,  after  their  marriage  settled  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  thence,  in  1836,  mi- 
grated to  this  county.  Mr.  Hodge  took  up  160 
acres  of  land  in  Dover  Township,  where  he  re- 
mained about  ten  years,  then  removed  to  Fairfield 
Township,  finally  taking  up  his  abode  with  his  son- 
in-law,  our  subject,  at  whose  home  he  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  spent  their  last  days.  He  died  Feb. 
13,  1862,  while  his  wife  survived  him  seven  years, 
her  death  taking  place  Dec.  31.  1869.  Mr.  Hodge 
was  greatly  interested  im  religious  matters,  and  had 
been  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y^,  by  which  denomination  he  was  sent 
Lo  the  West  as  a  missionary.     He  was  the  father  of 
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three  children:  The  eldest  daughter,  Nancy  J.,  is 
the  widow  of  E.  A.  Spooner,  and  resides  in  Brown 
Connt3^  Kan.;  AdelphiK.  married  Luther  L.  Todd, 
and  died  in  Atchison,  Kan.,  Nov.  22,  1882;  Lucy 
L.,  Mrs.  T unison,  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  K. 
Y.,  Jan.  21,  1836. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tunison,  upon  coming  to  tliis 
count}',  located  at  once  in  Fairfield  Township,  of 
which  they  have  since  been  residents.  Each  year 
has  seen  something  added  to  the  value  and  beauty 
of  the  homestead,  and  their  union  hns  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  five  children — Lura  C,  Mary  E., 
Anna  C,  Ella  IL  and  Olive  A.  Lura  is  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Mitchell,  of  Brown  County,  Kan.;  they 
have  one  child,  1).  C.  Mrs.  Mitchell  is  a  well- 
educated  and  accomplished  young  lady,  and  prior 
to  her  marriage  was  engaged  as  n  teachei*  in  the 
schools  of  Fairfield  Township.  Anna  is  a  music 
teacher  of  no  ordinary  merit.  Mary,  Ella  and 
Olive  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Tunison,  politically,  is  a  straight  Republican, 
and  has  served  his  township  as  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
besides  being  prominent  in  local  affairs.  Mrs. 
Tunison  and  her  three  eldest  daughters  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Regidar  Baptist  Church. 

0^"^  HARLES  A.  SLAYTON  stands  at  the  head 
of  the  trade  in  grain  and  agricultural  imple- 
^_  ^  ments  in  Tecumseh  and  vicinity,  and  is  a 
gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst  of 
his  usefulness.  He  has  been  well  educated,  attend- 
ing first  the  High  School  at  Tecumseh  and  later  tak- 
ing a  course  at  Bryant,  Stratton  &  Goldsmith's 
Commercial  College  in  Detroit. 

Mr.  Slayton's  first  position  in  the  bnsiness  world 
was  as  book-keeper  in  his  father's  warehouse  at  Te- 
cumseh, where  he  was  occupied  several  years,  until 
in  1  870,  when  he  became  the  partner  of  his  father 
and  they  operated  together  nntil  1885.  The  latter 
then  retired  from  active  business  and  our  snbject 
continued  the  business  alone,  carrying  it  on  after 
the  same  successful  manner  that  had  distinguished 
the  operations  of  the  elder  Slay  ton.  His  building 
occupies  an  area  of  60x71  feet  in  the  main  part, 
with  an  additional  sixty  feet  in  the  rear,  the  former 
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being  two  stories  in  height  and  the  latter  one  story. 
He  also  has  two  additional  warerooms  near  the 
track  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Micliigan  Southern  Rail- 
road and  at  the  depot.  At  the  latter  place  are 
stored  salt,  plaster,  cement  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments. The  bnsiness  is  steadily  increasing,  and  re- 
ceives the  patronage  of  the  best  citizens  of  the 
township  and  vicinity.  Its  founder  was  a  man  of 
upright  business  methods  and  excellent  natural 
qualifications,  and  the  son  is  keeping  up  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  old  house. 

Charles  A.  Slay  ton  was  born  in  Penn  Yan,  Yates 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  14,  1848,  and  is  the  second  son  of 
J.  P.  and  Mary  A.  (Fowler)  Slay  ton,  natives  of 
New  York.  The}^  removed  from  the  Empire  State 
to  Michigan  when  their  son  Charles  A.  was  a  lad 
of  thirteen  years,  and  located  in  Tecumseh,  where 
they  have  since  lived.  Our  subject  was  married,  in 
October,  1879,  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Laing,  a  native  of 
Raisin  Township,  this  county,  and  born  Ang.  6, 
1852.  Her  father,  Benjamin  I.  Laing,  Esq.,  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan,  was  married  in  early  manhood  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Cone,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Pal- 
myra. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slayton  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons — William  E.  and  Percy  F.,  who  are  four  years 
and  nine  montlis  old  respectively. 

Charles  A.  Slayton,  in  1882,  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  his  first  official  act  was  to  marry 
a  couple,  for  which  rite  he  had  not  the  usual  docu- 
ment at  hand.  In  consequence  of  that  the  cere- 
mony was  quite  brief,  but  probably  as  efficient  as  if 
he  had  been  provided  with  an  Episcopal  service, 
Li  the  spring  of  1887  he  was  elected  Township 
Clerk.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  K.  of  H.,  and 
religiously  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Tecumseh,  in  the  welfare  of  which 
he  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  and  officiated 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  the  last 
six  years. 

J) 


^^  HARLES  H.  RAYNOR.     The  subject  of  our 


i|.  sketch  holds  the  responsible  position  of  Su- 

^^^^  perintendent  of  the  Adrian  Gas  Company's 
Works,  which  were  established  in  the  year  1857,  at 
w^hich   time   Mr.  Webster  was  President  and  Secre- 
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tary.  Mr.  Rayiior's  i)()sition  is  one  which  requires 
a  man  of  well-balanced  mind,  and  consideral)le 
chemicc'il  knowledge.  The  details  of  the  business 
are  so  luimerous  and  complicated  that  constant  care 
and  attention  are  required.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Kay- 
nor  has  held  his  position  for  so  long  a  time  is  in- 
disputable evidence  tiiat  lie  possesses  all  the  rc^- 
qnirements  necessary. 

Mr.  llaynor  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York 
on  the  1 2th  of  Januarj',  1841,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Emma  J.  (Halsey)  Raynor,  natives  of 
the  same  State,  where  they  were  born  and  reared  on 
Long  Island.  After  their  marriage  tliey  settled  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  where  they  continued  to  I'e- 
side,  and  established  a  permanent  home.  They 
were  the  i)arents  of  two  children,  Charles  H.,  our 
snbject,  being  the  elder;  his  sister,  Lydia,  married 
R.  B.  McGraw,  and  they  reside  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  Charles  EL.  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
New  York,  where  he  was  a  pu[)il  in  the  city  schools 
and  obtained  a  good  education.  In  1857  he  engaged 
in  [the  local  express  business  in  New  York  City, 
which  he  carried  on  for  several  years,  meeting  with 
considerable  success.  Having  an  opportunity  to 
dispose  of  that  business  advaiitageously,  he  did  so, 
and  then  engaged  in  the  management  of  a  hotel,  in 
which  his  usual  good  success  attended  him.  In  187  1 
he  concluded  to  leave  the  great  metropolis  of  the 
country  and  come  West,  where  opportunities  were 
greater  for  men  who  had  not  yet  achieved  the  dis- 
tinction of  millionaires.  After  visiting  several 
places  he  concluded  that  Adrian  presented  the  most 
auspicious  opening  for  him,  and  locating  here,  he 
at  once  accepted  his  present  position,  which  he  has 
held  ever  since. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1870,  Mr.  Raynor  was 
married  to  Miss  Clara  P.,  daughter  of  John  Wel)- 
ster,  the  former  Secretary  of  tlie  gas  company.  Her 
parents  were  New  Hampshire  people,  but  removed 
to  Adrian  some  3^ ears  previous  to  her  marriage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raynor  have  had  two  children :  Clar- 
ence W.,  who  was  born  in  September,  1875,  and 
Emma  W.,  in  May,  1877;  they  are  now^  being  edu- 
cated in  the  city  schools  of  Adrian.  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Raynor  occupy  an  excellent  position  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  city  in  which  they  reside,  and  their 
home  is  the  center  of  a  large  number  of  devoted 


friends.  Mr.  Raynor  is  recognized  as  a  man  of 
substantial  business  qualities,  and  the  company  with 
which  he  is  connected  look  upon  him  as  the  main- 
stay in  their  affairs. 
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AFAYETTE  LADD.  Prominent  among  the 
iterests  of  Adrian  and  vicinity 
manufacturing  and  camiing 
of  various  goods  combined,  successfully  carried  on 
by  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He 
is  the  offspring  of  Jin  excellent  old  family,  and  is 
tlie  son  of  John  Ladd,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
born  July  23,  1805,  and  the  grandson  of  John  Ladd, 
Sr.,  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  William  Ladd,  the 
son  of  Ezekiel  Ladd.  The  family  is  of  English  an- 
cestry and  was  first  represented  in  this  country 
during  the  Colonial  days. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  near  Braman's 
Corners,  Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  19,  1840. 
His  mother  was,  in  her  girlhood.  Miss  Rebecca 
Disbrow^,  daughter  of  Jesse  Disbrow,  of  Connecticut, 
in  which  State  her  birth  also  took  place  in  1805. 
Grandfather  Disbrow  was  a  ship-carpenter  by  trade, 
and  made  many  trips  between  the  West  Indies  and 
New  England.  During  the  last  voyage  the  vessel 
went  down  with  all  on  board,  and  his  life  was  ended 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-six  years.  After  the 
deatji  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Disbrow^  removed  from 
Connecticut  to  Eastern  New  York,  where  her 
daughter  Rebecca  grew  to  womanhood  and  became 
the  wdfe  of  John  Ladd.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject after  their  marriage  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Schenectady  County,  where  they  reared  a  family 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 

Lafayette  Ladd  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  at 
the  homestead  of  his  father  in  the  Empire  State  and 
acquired  a  limited  education  in  the  country  school. 
He  was,  however,  bright  and  observant,  and  by  his 
own  efforts  secured  a  very  good  knowledge  of  the 
general  methods  of  conducting  business,  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  repaired  to  the  city  of  Adrian  and  be- 
came a  book-keeper  for  the  firm  of  W.  E.  Kimball 
&  Son,  in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home 
in  Schenectady  County,  where  he  spent  one  year, 
and    in  18G8    purchased  a   small  farm    in    Raisin 
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Township,  this  county,  and  gave  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits  for  the  purpose  of  recuperating 
his  health. 

Mr.  Ladd,  in  the  spring  of  1869,  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  managers  of  the  estate  of  Daniel  A. 
Loomis,  of  Adrian,  as  book-keeper  and  fin;uicial 
manager,  which  he  occupied  two  years,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  this  time  returned  to  his  old  posi- 
tion with  W.  E.  Kimball  &  Son.  The  year  following 
he  became  a  partner  in  the  business  of  wholesaling- 
cheese,  "which  he  had  originated,  and  continued 
until  the  1st  of  March,  1877,  under  the  style 
of  Rufus  Baker  &  Co.,  when  the  firm  was  dis- 
solved and  Mr.  Ladd  became  associated  with  two 
other  gentlemen  of  Adrian  in  the  same  business, 
which  they  carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Clark, 
Shattuck  &  Ladd.  This  business  was  subsequently 
consolidated  and  conducted  by  Messrs.  Clark,  Baker 
&  Co.,  Mr.  Ladd  remaining  a  partner  until  1880. 
Having  disposed  of  his  interest  Mr.  Ladd  in 
1880  formed  a  partnership  with  Walter  Clement, 
and  they  began  the  manufacture  of  jellies.  Sub- 
sequently they  added  a  canning  factory  which  they 
operated  until  February,  1 885.  Mr.  Clement  then 
assumed  the  management  of  the  jelly  factory  and 
Mr.  Ladd  took  the  canning  department.  This  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  but  Mr.  Ladd  at  once  rebuilt,  and 
the  industry  has  now  become  one  of  the  leading- 
features  in  its  line  in  the  city  of  Adrian;  the  new 
factory  stands  near  the  crossing  of  the  river  at 
College  avenue.  Mr.  Ladd  added  the  cheese  busi- 
ness in  the  spring  of  1885,  and  the  output  since 
that  time  has  been  very  large.  He  has  in- 
vented a  new  process  for  separating  the  seed  from 
tomatoes,  by  which  he  can  handle  1,000  bushels 
in  a  day,  the  machine  being  operated  by  three 
persons.  The  factory  is  equipped  with  all  the  ap- 
pliances for  effective  and  speedy  work,  and  yields 
to  the  proprietor  a  handsome  income. 

Mr.  Ladd  has  been  twice  married;  by  his  first 
wife  he  had  two  children— Ida  May  and  James  H. 
Mr.  Ladd  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Miss  Lu~ 
cinda  B.,  daughter  of  William  and  Lowena  (Smith) 
Hawley,  April  12,  1868.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Fred,  who  was 
born  Jan.  11,1870;  Louise,  Nov.  16,  1873,  and 
John  W.,  April  7,1877.     Mr.    Ladd    was   elected 


Alderman  in  the  spring  of  the  latter  }■  ear,  and  politi- 
cally is  an  uncompromising  Democrat.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  F.  &  A.  M,  He 
was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life  and 
has  attained  to  his  present  position  by  honest  labor 
and  strict  attention  to  business.  The  maternal 
grandmother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Abigail  Johnson,  a  lady  of  much  force  of  char- 
acter, who  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 
She  was  the  descendant  of  a  long-lived  family,  her 
grandmother  living  to  be  one  hundred  years  old. 

The  first  representatives  of  the  Ladd  family  in 
America  were  three  brothers  who  came  over  from 
England  on  the  ship  "John  and  Ann,"  about  the 
3^ear  1633,  and  settled,  it  is  believed,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, although  one  of  them  may  have  located  in 
Connecticut;  one  was  named  Abijah,  but  the  names 
of  the  others  are  not  known.  The  next  descendant 
of  whom  the  family  have  any  record  was  Ezekiel, 
w^ho  was  born  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Sept.  16,  1654, 
and  married  Miss  Mary  Folsom,  of  Exeter,  N.  H. 
Their  children  were  Lydia,  who  was  born  Feb.  18, 
1688;  Mary,  Jan.  17,  1690;  one  unnamed,  born  in 
May,  1693,  and  Nathaniel,  Nov.  12,  1695.  After 
the  birth  of  these  children,  Ezekiel  Ladd  removed 
to  Stratham,  N.  IL,  where  his  wife  Mary  passed 
avfay,  and  there  were  afterward  no  traces  preserved 
of  him  or  his  children.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  Ezekiel  (2d)  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Ladd.  He 
became  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject; 
his  name  appears  in  the  records  of  that  time  as  a 
member  of  Capt.  Charles  Morris'  company,  be- 
longing to  the  regiment  which  Gen.  Waldo  organ- 
ized for  the  subjection  of  Canada  in  1747;  he  and 
others  were  poisoned  by  the  French  and  Indians. 
He  had  been  married,  and  the  name  of  his  only  son 
was  William  Ladd,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject.  William  Ladd  followed  the  sea  principall}^, 
and  during  the  Revolutionary  War  was  a  pilot  for 
the  noted  DeGrasse  in  a  battle  between  this  Gen- 
eral and  Rodney,  a  British  commander. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather,  Thaddeus  King, 
who  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  mar- 
ried Miss  Alice  Granger,  sister  of  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral Granger,  and  they  settled  in  Sufheld,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Alice  King  was  a  sister  to  Elijah  Gideon  and 
also  to  Francis  Granger,  of  Suflield. 
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The  children  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (\'ining) 
Ladd,  of  Abington,  Mass.,  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Thomas  married  Jennie  Conkhite ;  William  married 
Norche  Hannon;  Betsey  married  Abner  Good- 
speed;  Sally  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  lleatherton  ; 
Mehitable  was  Mrs.  Stephen  Curtis;  John  married 
Alice  King;  Hannah  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Estes; 
Lemnel  married  Phebe  Ilerrick;  Polly  married 
Jacob  Markel;  Susan  became  the  wife  of  Henr}^ 
Wiltse,  and  Levi  married  Eliza  Parlor.  John  Ladd, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  w^as  born  Jan.  17, 
1774,  and  he  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  the 
children  recorded  as  follows:  Ezekiel  was  born 
Oct.  10,  1799,  and  married  Katie  Lester;  Hannah 
was  born  Dec.  18,  1800,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Silas  Wilbur;  Lydia  was  born  July  30,  1802,  and 
died  3^oung;  Lydia  (2d)  was  born  in  June,  1803, 
and  also  died  in  childhood;  John  was  born  July  23, 
1805,  and  the  name  of  his  wife  is  unknown;  Alice 
was  born  Nov.  2,  1808,  and  married  Edward  Fris- 
bee;  William  K.  was  born  Nov.  15,  1810,  and  was 
first  married  to  Mary  Buchanan :  the  name  of  his 
second  wife  is  unknown.  Elizabeth  was  born  June 
5,  1813,  and  died  young;  Alonzo  was  born  July 
23,  1818,  and  first  married  Miss  Sally  Koons;  his 
second  wife  w^as  Sarah  Morse.  Harriet  was  born 
Sept.  17,  1820,  and  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Koons. 

The  Grangers  were  people  of  wealth  and  stand- 
ing in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Elijah  Granger, 
Jr.,  lived  near  Snflfleld,  Conn.,  married,  and  became 
the  father  of  a  son  named  Francis.  Uncle  Gideon 
Granger  served  as  Postmaster  General,  and  Avas 
very  strict  in  his  observance  of  the  Sabbath.  It 
was  said  that  Uncle  Francis  whipped  his  cat  one 
Monday  morning  because  she  had  caught  a  mouse 
on  Sunday.  Elijah  Granger  had  two  or  more  sis- 
ters— Cynthia,  Sophia,  and  one  at  least  whose  name 
is  not  known. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  present  on  an  adjoining  page 
of  this  Album  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Ladd. 
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JOSEPH  P.  LEE  is  remembered  as  one  of  the 
brave  spirits  who  came  into  the  wilds  of 
Michigan  the  year  before  it  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  State.  He  was  possessed 
of  the  brave  and  hardy  resolution  so  essential  to 
'^^ ^ ^ 


the  men  of  those  times,  and  in  common  with  his 
brother  pioneers*,  endured  with  stern  patience  and 
resolution  the  difficulties  and  hardships  of  life  in  a 
new  country.  As  a  descendant  of  stanch  English 
ancestry,  he  was  well  fitted  for  the  duties  he  w^as 
called  upon  to  perform,  and  distinguished  himself  as 
one  of  the  most  useful  members  of  the  infant  com- 
munity, which  in  due  time  was  composed  of  a  highly 
intelligent  class  of  peoi)le  who  gathered  here 
after  they  found  of  what  leadership  it  was  com- 
posed and  wdio  were  likely  to  be  their  associates. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, in  Derbyshire,  England,  in  February,  1793,  and 
was  the  son  of  Josepli  Lee,  Sr.,  a  farmer  of  modest 
means  who  spent  his  entire  life  on  his  native  soil. 
The  grandmother,  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Mary 
Pierpoint,  was  the  granddaughter  of  Lady  Pierpoint 
of  England,  and  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in  New 
Jersey,  where  her  death  took  place  about  1 840.  The 
subject  of  this  history  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  not  far  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  which 
occurred  Feb.  1,  1793.  When  of  suitable  years  he 
was  called  upon  to  assist  in  his  own  maintenance 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cabinet-maker's 
trade.  At  this  he  worked  for  some  time  and  then, 
not  being  satisfied  with  the  results,  while  yet  a 
young  man  he  determined  upon  a  change  of  loca- 
tion, and  accordingly  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel 
at  Liverpool,  and  after  a  safe  voyage  set  foot  upon 
American  soil.  He  had  left  behind  him  his  father's 
family  which  now  consisted  of  six  yoimger  children, 
one  son  and  five  daughters.  He  came  alone  to  a 
strange  country,  but  he  was  inspired  with  the  cour- 
age of  resolution,  and  his  intelligent  face  and  earnest 
manner  at  once  secured  for  him  friends  and  employ- 
ment. He  located  in  New^  Jersey,  and  in  due  time 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Dorothea  B.  Tay- 
lor, who  not  long  afterward  became  his  wife.  She 
was  born  and  reared  in  New^  Jersey,  and  was  of 
English  and  Holland -Dutch  descent.  Her  ancestors 
had  emigrated  to  the  New  World  in  the  Colonial 
days  and  had,  for  several  generations,  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  history  of  New  England. 

Previous  to  his  marriage  Mr.  Lee  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Philadelphia  five  years,  and  he  now  followed 
the  same  calling  for  five  years  in  Columbus,  N.   J., 


•^-i-^ 


t 


•i^""B"'"*''^** 


522 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


t 


and  then  moving  into  the  cuuntiy  and  locating- 
upon  a  tract  of  land,  he  acquired  his  first  experience 
as  an  agriculturist.  This  business  suited  him  very 
well,  all  that  was  lacking  being  more  land  and 
larger  opportunities.  The  great  West  was  then  hold- 
ing out  inducements  to  the  young  and  enterprising 
emigrant,  and  Mr.  Lee,  seconded  by  the  counsels  of 
his  brave  and  courageous  helpmeet,  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  fall  of  1836,  he  started  on  the  long 
journey,  which  was  made  partly  by  water  and  partly 
overland  by  teams,  and  coming  to  this  county,  lo- 
cated upon  a  tract  of  unbroken  land  in  Kaisin  Town- 
ship. He  was  blessed  with  good  health  and  hardy 
muscle,  and  entered  with  energy  upon  the  labor  of 
cultivating  the  undeveloped  soil  and  building  up  a 
home.  His  worthy  efforts  met  with  success,  and  he 
remained  upon  the  land  which  he  had  first  selected 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  3d  of  July, 
1879. 

Mr.  Lee  was  a  man  greatly  loved  and  respected, 
not  only  for  his  genial  and  kindly  disposition,  but 
because  he  always  evinced  that  liberality  and  public 
spirit  which  were  so  essential  in  the  days  when  each 
man  must  necessarily  bend  the  most  of  his  ener- 
gies to  supply  the  needs  of  himself  and  his  family. 
He  kept  himself  thoroughly  posted  in  regard  to  all 
matters  upon  which  the  welfare  of  the  new  country 
depended,  and  was  foremost  in  assisting  to  institute 
those  measures  which  would  build  up  the  commu- 
nity and  tend  to  educate  its  people.  Although  no 
Office-seeker,  he  took  a  lively  interest  in  politics,  and 
from  first  to  last  upheld  the  principles  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  He  accumulated  a  good  property, 
owning  at  one  time  145  acres  in  Raisin  Township 
and  eighty  acres  in  Climax  Township,  Kalamazoo 
County.  Fie  was  never  afraid  of  hard  work,  but 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  both  at  home  and 
among  his  neighbors,  whenever  he  saw  there  was 
benefit  for  either  to  be  derived  therefrom,  and  his 
memory  is  held  in  kindly  remembrance  by  all  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

The  wife  and  helpmeet  of  this  excellent  man 
remained  by  his  side  for  a  period  of  nearly  fifty 
years,  and  preceded  him  to  the  better  land,  her 
death  occurring  Nov.  20,  1876.  She  had  been 
reared  in  the  doctrines  of  tlie  Quaker  faith,  to  which 


she  loyally  adhered  until  the  end  of  her  days, 
while  Mr.  Lee  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  En- 
gland. Their  daughter  Mary  E.  was  born  in  Bur- 
lington County,  N.  J.,  Oct.  1 ,  1834,  and  was  but 
two  yeju's  of  age  when  her  father  came  to  Michi- 
gan. She  remained  under  the  paternal  roof  until 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  John  Handley,  wliich  was 
celebrated  at  the  liome  of  her  parents,  March  25, 
1  870. 

Mr.  Handley  was  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland, 
whence  he  emigrated  when  a  young  man  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  engaged  in  laboring.  Subsequently  he  migrated 
to  the  Pacific  Slope,  spending  some  years  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  also  traveled  about  visiting  most  of  the 
Western  States.  After  leaving  Ireland  he  had 
boarded  a  merchant  vessel,  by  vvhich  means  he  vis- 
ited many  imi)ortant  foreign  ports  and  gained  a 
wide  knowledge  of  foreign  lands  and  different 
peoples.  Upon  finally  settling  down  he  located  in 
Raisin  Township,  wdiere  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  in  which  he  has  since  been  successfully  en- 
gaged. In  1879,  he  purchased  the  old  Lee  home- 
stead where  he  now  resides,  and  with  his  excellent 
wife,  is  keeping  u^)  the  rei)utation  of  the  estate 
in  a  most  creditable  maimer.  Mrs.  Handley  in- 
herited largely  the  intellect  of  her  father,  together 
with  his  industry,  and  is  numbered  among  the  intel- 
ligent and  highly  respected  ladies  of  the  commu- 
nitv. 


<||SA AC  NEWTON  WARREN.  The  gentlemau 
I  whose  history  we  l)riefly  give  below  is  a  well- 
/ii  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Dover 
Township,  residing  on  his  farm  on  section  32.  His 
parents  were  Isaac  and  Delia  A.  (Vail)  Warren  (for 
parental  history  see  sketch  of  Darwin  H.  Warren). 
I.  N.  Warren,  our  subject,  is  a  native  of  Dover 
Township,  having  been  born  on  the  homestead 
he  now  occupies  Nov.  6,  1844.  He  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  which  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  of  instruction  at  Oak  Grove 
Academy,  in  Medina  Township.  After  leaving 
school  he  taught  one  term ;  he  then  discarded  that 
profession,  preferring  the  free  and  indei)endent  life 
of  a    farmer  to  the  irl?«ome    and  wearying  one   of 
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n  pedagogiie.  He  jiccordingly  rciiuiined  on  the 
homestead,  engaged  in  agrieultnral  work,  assuming 
the  management  of  the  farm,  whieh  fell  to  him  after 
his  father's  death  in  1  H83. 

I.  N.  Warren  a,nd  Miss  Nnncy  Ilalstead  were 
united  in  marriage  Sept.  1),  IHTG,  in  Cla^yton,  this 
State.  Mrs.  Warren  is  the  daughter  of  Tliompson 
and  Sophia  A.  (Beebe)  Ilalstead,  both  natives  of 
New  York,  who  married  and  settled  in  Cuba,  Alle- 
gany County,  that  State,  making  that  their  perma- 
nent home.  Mrs.  Ilalstead's  demise  occurred  there 
Nov.  27,  1850;  Mr.  Ilalstead  survives,  and  still 
makes  his  home  in  Cuba.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Nancy  A.  and  Elizabeth  A.,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Nancy  A,  now 
JMrs.  Warren,  was  born  in  Cuba,  N.  Y.,  June  11), 
1 84().  Before  marriage  she  was  a  successful  teacher 
in  her  native  State.  She  came  to  Michigan  in  1873. 
and  pursued  her  vocation  as  instructor  in  Tenawee 
County  until  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Warren 
have  one  cliild,  Edith  L.,  who  was  born  Sept.  2(5, 
1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  are  mucli  respected 
for  their  high  moral  worth.  They  are  intluential 
and  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  endeavor  to  carry  out  in  their  daily 
lives  the  principles  underlying  that  faith.  For  sev- 
eral years  Mr.  AVarren  has  been  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  and  is  also  Steward  of  the  church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Prohibitionist,  although  he  has, 
hitherto,  bec^i  identified  with  the  Repul)lican  party. 


e3> -^^^^^ 


ENRY  RAG  LESS,  of  Fairlield  Township,  is 
the  owner  of  a  good  farm  on  section  22^ 
eighty  acres  of  which  he  purchased  in  the 
^\  spring  of  18;");).  In  1858  lie  put  u^)  a  log- 
house,  of  which  he  soon  afterward  took  i)ossession 
and  occupied  until  he  could  substitute  a  more 
modern  dwelling.  He  had  lal)ored  industi'iously 
and  successfullv,  increasing  his  landed  area  to  112 
acres,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  made  excellent  improvements  thereon, 
including  a  fine  set  of  buildings  and  the  other 
appliances  of  a  model  farm. 

The  boyhood  home  of  our  subject  was  on  the 
other  side  of  tlie  Atlantic  in  Sussexshire,  England, 
where  he  wms  born  Sept.   25,  18:)2.       Fie  continued 


upon  his  native  soil  until  a  j^outh  of  eighteen  years, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1850  embarked  on  a  sailing-ves- 
sel bound  from  the  city  of  London  to  New  York. 
L'i)on  arriving  in  this  country  he  made  his  way 
directly  westward,  soon  afterward  locating  in  this 
county,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
After  Mr.  Ragless  had  made  fair  headway  toward 
the  improvement  of  a  farm,  he  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  and  helpmeet.  Miss  Lucretia  M.  Carpenter,  to 
whom  he  was  married  May  1,  1857.  The  wife  of 
our  subject  was  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Lenawee  County,  Benjamin  Carpenter, 
Esq.,  who,  with  liis  wife,  formerly  Eliza  M.  Wilcox, 
migrated  from  New  York  State  to  this  country  in 
the  thirties.  Benjamin  Carpenter  was  the  second 
man  to  enter  land  in  Fairfield  Township,  and  lived 
there  until  about  1855,  then  removed  to  Madison 
Township,  where  he  still  lesides.  The  Carpenter 
family  included  tliirteen  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Ragless  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  She  first 
opened  her  eyes  to  the  light  at  the  pioneer  home- 
stead in  Fiiirfield  Township,  Sept.  19,  1837,  and 
continued  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 

Benjamin  Carpenter  was  a  descendant  of  an  old 
English  family  who  probably  came  to  the  United 
States  very  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Wnr.  The  earliest  record  locates  them  in  New 
York  State,  near  the  city  of  Elmira,  where  Benja- 
min was  born  (m  the  1st  of  June,  1807.  Tliree 
yeai-s  later  his  parents  removed  to  Shelby,  Orleans 
County,  where  his  father,  James  Carpenter,  had 
purcliased  a  farm,  and  where  the  boy  was  reared  to 
manhood.  On  the  13th  of  January,  1828,  he  was 
married,  in  Orleans  County,  to  Miss  Eliza  M.  Wil- 
cox, and  in  the  fall  of  1832  they  came  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  locating  on  section  2,  in  Fair- 
field Townshi[).  This  land  Benjamin  had  purchased 
from  his  brother  Abram,  and  after  building  a  log 
house  he  took  [)ossession  with  his  little  family,  and 
continued  to  live  there  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  cleared  the  heavy  timber  from  120 
acres  with  his  own  hands,  fenced  it  into  10-acre 
lots,  nnd  i)ut  up  a  good  house  and  barn,  hewing  the 
timber  and  adjusting  the  framework  mostly  him- 
self. Tliis  barn  is  still  standing,  a  monument  of 
the  [perseverance  and  industry  of  one  of  the  most 
honored  and  esteemed  pi(meers  of  Lenawee  County. 
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When  Mr.  Carpenter  came  to  Fairfield  Town- 
ship there  were  but  five  families.  In  June,  18335 
a  bear  visited  some  of  the  settlers  and  carried  off 
their  pigs,  and  a  neighbor  asked  Mr.  Carpenter 
what  he  was  going  to  do  when  Bruin  paid  him  the 
same  compliment.  '^  Why,  I'll  kill  him,  of  course, 
said  Mr.  Carpenter;  '' just  send  him  here  and  I'll 
show  you."  That  ver}^  night  the  bear  came  to  Mr. 
Carpenter's,  captured  a  small  pig,  and  carrying  it 
into  a  swamp,  devoured  it.  He  then  returned  for 
another,  when  Mr.  Carpenter  shot  him,  and  the  next 
liiorning  (Sunday)  he  w^as  prepared  to  supply  all 
who  came  to  meeting  with  bear  meat.  Mr.  Car- 
penter became  quite  skillful  as  a  hunter  and 
trapper,  but  only  killed  when  it  was  necessary  for 
meat. 

In  March,  1853,  Mr.  Carpenter  sold  his  farm  in 
Fairfield  and  purchased  land  on  section  22  in 
Madison  Township,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
and  his  good  wife,  Eliza  M.,  became  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children.  Five  of  his  sons  served  as  Union 
soldiers  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  one  participated 
directly  in  the  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis.  Mrs. 
Eliza  M.  Carpenter  was  born  in  Palmyra,  Wayne 
Co.,  N.  r..  May  2,  1812,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Silas  and  C^aithia  (Taft)  Wilcox,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Rhode  Island  and  Chesterfield,  Mass. 
Silas  Wilcox  was  born  Feb.  13,  1787,  and  died  in 
Fairfield  Township,  this  county,  Aug.  5,  1837, 
while  comparatively  a  young  man.  His  wife, 
Cynthia  was  born  Jan.  1,  1790,  and  survived  her 
husband  eighteen  years,  her  death  taking  place 
also  in  Fairfield  Township),  Sept.  8,  1855.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ragless,  James  Car- 
penter, was  born  in  1785,  a  native  of  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  removed  to  Orleans 
County  and  from  there  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan in  1833.  He  located  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  Fairfield  Township,  where 
he  continued  to  live  until  his  death,  in  1857. 

Of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ragless,  nine  in 
number,  the  record  is  as  follows:  Sarah  E.,  the 
eldest,  died  in  1876,  when  an  interesting  maiden 
of  seventeen  summers;  Thomas  H.  married  Miss 
Mary  M.  Smith,  and  is  living  in  Fairfield;  James 
B.  married  Ina  V.  Hoag,  and  is  also  a  resident  of 
Fairfield;  Robert  J.  married  Miss  Florence  D.  Ash- 


bill,  and  is  engaged  on  a  railroad  at  Saginaw;  Byron, 
Lottie  J.,  Lucy  L.,  William  S.  and  George  are  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Ragless  keeps  a  goodl}^ 
number  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  raises  considerable 
grain,  besides  the  provisions  required  for  the  fam- 
ily consumption.  He  is  systematic  in  his  labors, 
upright  in  his  business  transactions  and  in  all  respects 
ranks  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  Mrs. 
R.  labored  hard  in  assisting  her  husband,  and  is 
deserving  of  great  credit  for  the  part  she  has  taken: 
she  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  society.  Mr. 
Ragless  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Douglas, 
and  gives  his  support  uniformly  to  the  Democratic 
party;  socially,  he  belongs  to  Fairfield  Lodge  No. 
125,  F.  &  A.  M. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Baker)  Ragless,  were  also  of  English  birth  and 
ancestry.  Their  family  included  five  children,  and 
they  continued  in  their  native  country  until  the 
spring  following  the  arrival  of  their  son  in  Amer- 
ica. They  then  joined  him  here,  locating  in  Fair- 
field Township,  where  they  continued  to  live  until 
closing  their  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth.  Henry 
was  the  eldest  of  the  family  and  contributed 
greatly  to  the  support  and  comfort  of  his  parents, 
performing  his  filial  duties  in  a  most  praiseworthy 
manner. 

ENNIS  O.  GRIMES,  the  owner  of  a  com- 
fortable homestead  pleasantly  located  on 
section  33,  in  Rome  Township,  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  wife  in  the  fall  of 
and  located  near  where  he  now  lives.  In 
1870  he  sold  this  property  and  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  he  has  since  occupied.  This  com- 
prises eighty  acres  of  land,  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  with  a  substantial  farm  house  and  the 
other  accessories  of  the  country  home.  Mr.  Grimes 
is  a  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizen  who  has  filled 
worthily  his  niche  in  life,  has  been  honest  and  up- 
right in  his  business  transactions,  industrious  and 
frugal  in  his  habits,  and  in  all  respects  a  desirable 
member  of  society. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Eliza 
(Barnes)  Grimes,  natives  of  Carroll  County,  Me., 
and  was  there  born  also,  on   the  9th  of  May,  1833. 
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His  paternal  grandfather,  Barsel  Grimes,  was  a  na- 
tive of  England,  whence  he  emigrated  when  young, 
and  settled  in  Maryland,  where  lie  carried  on  farm- 
ing and  died  at  a  good  ohl  age.  Joshua  Grimes 
learned  the  cooper's  trade,  but  after  a  few  years 
abandoned  it  for  the  more  congenial  pursuit  of 
farming,  und  died  in  his  native  county  at  the  age 
of  sixty-live  3^ears.  The  motlier  is  still  living,  at 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  makes  her  home  with 
lier  daughter,  in  Maryland.  Mr.  Grimes  continued 
a  member  of  his  father's  household  luitil  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  working  on  the  farm  until 
reaching  his  majority,  and  afterward  worlvcd  out 
by  the  month.  Upon  leaving  home  he  migrated  to 
Ohio,  and  lived  there,  in  Erie  County,  four  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Indiana,  and  six  months  later 
made  his  way  to  this  county,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  resident. 

Mr.  Grimes  was  married  in  his  native  county, 
Sept.  3,  I860,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Mullennix,  a  native 
of  Elrie  County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  Mullennix.  Their  family  includes  three  chil- 
dren, still  under  the  home  roof:  Albert  L.,  born 
June  4,  1864,  the  eldest,  is  a  carpenter  by  trade  and 
works  in  Rome  Township  and  vicinity;  Joseph  J. 
was  born  Aug.  3,  1866,  and  works  the  farm  with  his 
father;  George  W.  was  born  Aug.  12,  1874,  and 
remains  at  home;  Frances  N.  was  born  in  1879,  and 
died  when  three  months  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grimes  attend  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Clayton.  Mi'.  G.  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  1866,  and  now 
belongs  to  Clayton  Lodge  No.  278.  He  has  alwa^^s 
been  greatly  interested  in  the  workings  of  this  and 
other  orders,  and  credits  them  with  being  the 
means  of   much  good. 


f^^  EYJNIOUR  HOWEUL,  of  the  banking  linn 
^^^  of  Howell,  Baker  &  Co.,  of  Adrian,  is  a 
lil/j)  nian  who  has  made  his  way  in  the  woidd 
without  the  hel})  of  others.  He  was  born  m 
England,  and  is  the  son  of  Rev.  James  and  Amelia 
Howell.  He  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  during  his  after  life  has  been  a  constant 
reader,  and  thereby  made  himself  a  man  of  much 


general  information.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  left 
home  and  began  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count. For  live  years  he  was  employed  on  a  farm, 
working  by  the  month. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  Mr.  Howell  en- 
tered tlie  volunteer  service  in  1861,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  F,  6th  Michigan  Infantry. 
On  the  organization  of  that  company  he  was  made 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  the  I'egiment  was  ordered 
to  Baltimore  immediately  after  its  organization, 
and  in  tliat  citj^  passed  the  winter.  In  February^ 
1862.  Mr.  Howell  w^as  ordered  to  Ship  Island,  Miss., 
where  Gen.  Butler  was  in  command.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  the  caj)ture  of  Fts.  Jackson  and  St.  Phillip, 
belovv  New  Orleans,  and  just  above  the  deltas  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  and  was  also  present  at  the 
capture  of  Batcm  Rouge,  I.a.  He  also  participated  in 
the  siege  at  Port  Hudson,  under  Gen.  N.  P.Banks, 
at  the  same  time  that  Gen.  Grant  was  thundering 
at  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  for  admission.  He  was 
also  at  the  reduction  of  Fts.  Gaines  and  Morgan 
at  the  mouth  of  Mobile  Bay.  In  1862  he  was  pro- 
moted First  Lieutenant,  and  in  July,  1863,  was  pro- 
moted Captain,  and  in  that  capacity  served  until 
Aug.  31,  1864,  when  he  was  commissioned  Major 
of  his  regiment.  After  more  than  four  years  of 
faithful  service,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  army 
on  the  20th  of  August,  1865.  The  only  injury  he 
received  during  his  term  of  service  was  a  wound  at 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  August,  1862. 

Upon  liis  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Howell  en- 
tered tiie  employ  of  the  Jackson,  Lansing  &  Sagi- 
naw^ Railroad,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  freight 
clerk  for  several  years.  After  several  years'  con- 
nectioii  with  that  company  he  was  next  employed 
by  the  Ft.  ^V^ayne  &  Jackson  Railroad  Co.,  as  chief 
clerk,  in  the  general  office  of  the  general  freight 
department  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  for  several  years.  He 
then  went  to  Logansport,  Ind.,  where  he  became 
the  General  Freight  Agent  of  the  Eel  River  Rail- 
road, filling  that  position  satisfactorily  to  the  com- 
pany for  about  eight  years.  In  March,  1881,  Mr. 
Howell  came  to  the  city  of  Adrian,  taking  an  in- 
terest in,  and  assisting  in  managing  the  Peninsular 
Car  Works,  a  branch  of  which  was  located  at 
Adrian.     He  continued  in  this  position  for  three 
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years,  when  the  works  were  removed  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  at  which  time  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
therein.  He  then  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
banldng  firm  of  T.  J.  Toby  &  Co.,  taking  the  place 
of  D.  M.  Baker,  who  retired.  In  1885  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Howell,  Baker  &  Co.,  Mr. 
Toby  retiring  from  the  firm. 


•^ 


^>v^-  •■o4o.»@y^><A^..o4o«. -V^^ 

\  LI  8PARHA WK,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
has  had  a  residence  of  thirty-seven  years  in 
jenavvee  County,  and  in  that  time  he  has 
been  a  personal  observer  of  the  transformation  it 
has  undergone,  especially  in  his  immediate  sur- 
roundings, while  he  can  feel  i)roud  of  the  fact  that 
Madison  Township  has  never  occupied  a  secondary 
position  in  the  matter  of  advancement. 

Our  subject  comes  of  Yermont  parentage,  and 
the  people  of  such  descent  are  rated  among  the 
hardiest  and  thriftiest  of  our  country.  Although 
he  was  born  and  reared  in  the  West,  Mr.  Sparhawk 
inherited  many  of  the  traits  of  a  Vermonter  from 
his  parents,  who  were  Eben  and  Fannie  (Hudson) 
Sparhawk,  both  natiyes  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  They  first  settled  in  what  is  now  Summit 
County,  near  Akron,  Ohio,  and  from  there  emi- 
grated to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in  the  fall  of 
1851,  where  they  settled  in  Madison  Township. 
Here  the  father  died  on  the  20th  of  April,  1863,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years,  while  the  mother  removed 
to  Gratiot  County,  Mich.,  where  she  died  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children — Stearns, 
Dyanthia,  Eli,  Rachel,  Henry,  Enmia  and  Rachel. 
Eli,  Emma  and  Rachel  are  the  only  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Myron 
Livesay,  and  resides  in  Clinton  County,  Mich., 
while  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Silas  Randolph,  and  re- 
sides in  Gratiot  County. 

Eli  Sparhawk  was  born  in  Summit  County,  Ohio, 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1830.  During  his  boyhood 
days  he  took  great  interest  in  matters  comiected 
with  farm  work,  and  applied  himself  assiduously, 
not  only  to  the  ordinary  routine  work,  but  to  learn- 
ing the  science  of  farming  and  the  comparative 
values    of   products,    both   grain   and    live   stock. 


When  not  thus  engaged  he  attended  a  district 
school,  where  he  stored  his  mind  with  the  knowl- 
edge to  be  obtained  in  such  schools  in  those  days. 
He  was  an  attentive  and  studious  pupil,  and  was 
popular  with  both  his  teacher  and  fellow  pupils. 
He  came  to  Lenawee  County  with  his  parents  in 
1851,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Madison  Town- 
ship since  that  year,  where  he  has  been  contin- 
uously engaged  in  farming.  He  owns  seventy-eight 
acres  of  valuable  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a 
good  house  and  made  other  valuable  improvements. 
On  the  29th  of  December,  1853,  in  Madison 
Township,  Mr.  Sparliawk  w^as  married  to  Miss 
Marian,  daughter  of  A¥illiam  and  Ann  (Bulress) 
Service  (see  sketch  of  William  Service).  She  was 
born  in  Canandaigua,  Ontario  Co.,N.  Y.,on  the  6th 
of  June,  1831.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sparhawk  have  one 
child,  named  Elmer  S.,  who  was  born  in  Madison 
Township  on  the  1st  of  October,  1865.  Mr.  Spar- 
hawk is  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  and  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Madison  Township.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner  for  three  years 
and  Avas  elected  eJustice  of  the  Peace,  without  so- 
licitation on  his  part,  but  declined  to  qualif}^  for 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office.  His 
political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party, 
in  which  he  is  an  active  member.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the  society  of 
Madison  Township,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  who  know  them. 
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OBERT  M.  BOYD.      Prominent  among  tlie 
intelligent  young  farmers  and  stock-raisers 


of  Raisin  Township  is  Rol)ert  Boyd.  He 
traces  his  ancestry,  througli  both  father  and 
mother,  back  to  that  hardy  race  of  Scots  that  set- 
tled in  the  northern  counties  of  Ireland,  and  inherits 
in  a  great  degree  the  thrift  and  energy  character- 
istic of  that  people,  and  these,  supplemented  by  a 
good  education,  are  the  elements  of  a  successful 
career  in.  his  chosen  occupation. 

Mr.    Boyd's    i)arents    were    natives   of    County 
Antrim,  Ireland.     The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
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Jnincs  Boyd,  emigrated  from  tliat  country  to  Amer- 
ica early  in  the  present  century,  and  located  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.Y.,  where  he  prosecuted  his  work 
as  a  farmer  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  the 
year  1820. 

James  Boyd,  Jr.,  liis  son,  and  the  father  of  our 
subject,  came  to  Michigan  as  early  as  the  year  1831, 
and  made  a  settlement  in  Raisin  Township,  this 
county.  Here  he  met  and  married  Nancy  Richard, 
who  wjis  also  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  born  in 
County  Antrim.  She  came  to  this  country  with  lier 
father,  Archibald  Richainl,  when  she  was  but  six 
years  old.  (For  the  history  of  the  Ricliard  family, 
see  sketch  of  Alexauder  Richard,  in  this  Alium.) 
Mv.  and  Mrs.  James  Boyd,  Jr.,  began  their  married 
life  with  few  earthly  possessions  save  their  own  will- 
ing hands  and  stout  hearts;  yet  Mr.  Boyd,  by  good 
judgment,  wise  economy  and  persevering  energy, 
aided  materially  by  the  wise  counsel  and  untiring 
help  of  his  wife,  accumulated  a  large  property,  be- 
coming one  of  the  most  extensive  land-owners  in 
the  county.  He  gained  for  himself  an  honored  and 
respected  name,  and  by  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  23,  1880,  the  town  in  which  he  had  so  hmg 
made  his  home  was  deprived  of  a  good  citizen,  and 
the  Democratic  party  lost  a  stanch  adherent.  His 
wife,  now  past  sixty  years  of  age,  survives  him, 
making  her  home  in  Tecumseh.  She  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Their  four 
children — three  sons  and  one  daughter — are  all  liv- 
ing, namely:  Robert  M.,  the  subject  of  tliis  bio- 
graphical memoir;  James,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
hardware  trade  at  Tecumseh;  Archie,  a  farmer  of 
Raisin  Township;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  R.  B. 
House,  of  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Their  son,  Robert  M.  Boyd,  was  born  on  tlie  old 
homestead,  on  section  15  of  Raisin  Township,  Nov. 
1,  1853.  His  father's  growing  prosperity  enabled 
him  to  give  to  his  son  the  advantages  and  facilities 
of  a  thorough  education  in  the  Tecumseh  High 
School.  After  he  was  graduated  from  this  school, 
he  continued  to  reside  with  his  parents  for  some 
years,  thus  securing  the  benefits  of  a  practical  train- 
ing from  his  father  in  his  cliosen  calling.  The  farm 
where  he  has  since  established  a  home,  consists  of 
217  fertile,  well-tilled  acres,  lying  on  section  10,  of 
this  township,  and  forming  a  part  of  the  700  acres 


of  land  originally  owned  by  his  father;  he  also  owns 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Ridgeway  Township. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  5th  of 
INLarch,  1884,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Brown,  of  this  town- 
ship. She  is  .a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y., 
who  came  to  Michigan  when  quite  young  with  her 
parents,  James  W.  and  Sarah  (Seymour)  Brown. 
She  was  reared  and  educated  in  this  township.  Her 
parents  are  now  living  in  Ford  County,  Kan.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boyd  have  one  daughter,  Leora  J.  They 
have  a  pleasant,  well  appointed  home,  to  which 
their  generous  hospitality  attracts  numerous  friends. 
They  are  attendants  at  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mv.  Boyd  seems  to  have  inherited  the  political 
views  of  his  father,  and,  like  him,  supports  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  interested  in  whatever 
l)romotes  the  public  good,  and  does  all  that  he  can 
to  forward  it.  He  has  served  the  towniship  as  Clerk 
for  the  term  of  four  years. 

ORATIO  G.  HICKS,  one  of  the  respected 
citizens  of  Madison  Towi^ship,  came  to  Len- 
awee County  when  it  was  in  its  infanc}', 
with  no  other  capital  than  brain  and  nuis- 
cle,  and  by  his  own  indomitable  energy  and  perse- 
verance has  placed  himself  in  a  position  where  he 
can  spend  his  declining  years  in  cimifort,  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  a  life  of  toil.  Mr.  Hicks  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  is  the  son  of  Peleg  and  Polly  (Pitts) 
Hicks,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  four  children  were  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  Angeline,  Catharine,  Horatio  G.  and 
Polly  P. 

Horatio  G.  Hicks,  the  third  child  in  order  of 
birth,  was  born  April  28, 1817,  and  was  early  trained 
to  habits  of  frugality  and  industry,  while  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm  during  the  intervals  of  attend- 
ance at  the  district  school.  F'ortified  by  this  prac- 
tical training,  he  early  started  out  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  and  turning  his  steps  toward  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  as  the  country  where  he 
could  best  pursue  the  occupation  to  which  he  had 
been  reared,  lie  came  to  liCnawee  Count^^  in  August, 
1886.  He  soon  obtained  work  at  farming,  and 
——---—— -«"~--«^ _^^ 
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labored  by  the  month  for  some  years,  until  by  wise 
economy  he  succeeded  in  saving  money  enough  to 
buy  a  tract  of  land,  containing  seventy  acres,  in 
Fairfield  Township,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
some  years,  and  by  unceasing  industry  brought  his 
farm  to  a  fair  state  of  improvement.  In  the  year 
1849  he  traded  this  property  for  land  in  Madison 
Township,  on  which  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
The  farm  is  finely  located  on  section  25,  and  con- 
tains 180  acres  of  fertile,  well  cultivated  soil,  on 
which  he  has  erected  a  neat,  comfortable  dwelling, 
a  commodious  barn,  and  other  buildings. 

In  these  years  of  toil  Mr.  Hicks  has  not  lacked 
the  encouragement  and  assistance  of  a  good  wife. 
He  was  married  in  Madison  Township,  Dec.  14, 
1845,  to  Miss  Susan  M.,  daughter  of  Conrad  and 
Sarah  (Murray)  Holmes.  Mr.  Holmes  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  after  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.,  where  Mrs.  Hicks,  the  eldest  of 
their  eight  children,  was  born  Jan.  15,  1825.  The 
names  of  their  children  are  as  follows;  Susan  M., 
John  M.,  Margaret  M.,  Nancy  J.,  Mary  A,,  William 
J.,  S3dvester  F.  and  Isaac  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes 
removed  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in  1834,  and 
settled  in  Madison  Township,  where  Mr.  Holmes 
died  in  1838,  aged  forty-four  years;  his  w^idow  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  d^dng  in  1870  at  the  age  of 
seventy- four  years. 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hicks  was  born  one  child, 
Matilda  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flicks  are  much  respected  in  the  com- 
munity for  their  many  good  qualities;  Mr.  Hicks  is 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 


EC.  WISNER  is  one  of  the  very  successful 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  this  county. 
His  farm,  consisting  of  ninety- three  acres  of 
land  on  section  10  of  Franklin  Township,  is  one  of 
the  best  improved  farms  of  the  township.  Mr. 
Wisner  located  here  at  the  time  he  purchased  the 
place  in  1855,  and  has  made  it  his  home  ever  since. 
Mr.  Wisner  was  born  in  the  township  of  Newfane, 
Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  29,  1826,  and  is  the  son 
of  Abraham  Wisner,  a  native   of  Seneca  County, 


N.  Y.,  but  of  German  descent.  Abraham  Wisner 
was  the  son  of  Jehial  Wisner,  of  York  State,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  a  talented  minister  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
he  came  with  his  wife  to  Michigan,  where  they  lived 
witli  their  children  until  death,  at  upward  of  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  The  Rev.  J,  Wisner,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  married  three  times,  and 
the  grandmother  of  our  sul)ject,  Susan  Chandler, 
l)(H.*ame  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
Al)raham  Wisner  was  the  eldest.  He  was  born  in 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,Oct.  17, 1799,  and  was  reared 
there  and  in  Seneca  County  to  manhood,  when  he 
went  to  Niagara  County,  and  was  tliere  married  to 
Sarah  Wisner,  whose  ancestral  histor}^  is  similar  to 
that  of  her  husband. 

After  the  birth  of  six  children,  all  sons,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  third,  Abraham  and  Sarah  Wis- 
ner came  in  the  usual  manner  across  the  country, 
requiring  two  weeks  to  make  the  journey,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  of  240  acres  on  section  17,  Frank- 
lin Township,  which  the  father  had  purchased  from 
the  Government  in  the  fall  of  1832.  They  built 
a  primitive  log  cabin  of  the  rudest  sort,  with  a 
stick  and  mud  chimney  and  with  blankets  for  doors. 
This  soon  gave  place  to  better  buildings,  which  be- 
came the  home  of  the  father  and  mother  until  theij' 
death,  that  of  the  former  occurring  in  November, 
1867,  while  the  latter  died  in  May,  1865,  aged 
sixty-eight  and  fifty-nine  respectively.  The}'  were 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  many 
years,  while  in  politics  the  father  was  a  Whig  and 
afterward  a  Republican.  They  were  true  repre- 
sentative people,  being  valued  pioneers  and  estim- 
able citizens. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  Jan.  1,  1850,  with  Marian  M. 
Wlielan,  at  her  home  in  Franklin  Township.  The 
lady  of  his  choice  was  born  in  Clarkson  Township, 
Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  2,  1831,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Freelove  (Raymond)  Whe- 
lan,  natives  of  Livingston  Township,  Oswego 
County,  in  the  same  State.  Her  parents  located  on 
a  farm  in  Clarkson  Township,  which  was  their  home 
until  the  birth  of  two  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  W., 
is  the  elder.  In  May,  1833,  Mr.  Whelan  came  to 
Micliigan,  and  took  up  his  home  on  a  farm  of  240 
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acres  on  section  15,  Franklin  Township.  During 
the  second  year  of  his  stay  here  he  built  a  sawmill, 
which  was  the  first  in  the  township,  and  very  neces- 
sary to  the  pioneers  in  the  adjacent  country.  On 
this  homestead  the  father  died  in  October,  1807, 
aged  sixty-five  years;  the  mother,  an  active  and  in- 
telligent old  lady  of  eighty-one  years,  makes  her 
home  wdth  her  daughter,  INIrs.  AVisner.  Politically 
the  father  was  a  Republican  and  a  strong  Abolition- 
ist; at  his  death  he  owned  an  entire  section  of 
land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wisner's  energetic  efforts  to  build 
up  a  good  home  have  been  highly  successful.  Mrs. 
W.  has  no  children  of  her  own,  but  has  reared  nine, 
three  of  whom  are  dead.  In  religion  the}^  are  in- 
dependent, and  politically  Mr.  Wisner  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


\f|  ACOB  A.  HARDER  came  to  Lenawee  Coun- 
1  ty,  from  Ohio,  in  January,  1865,  and  located 
I  on  a  part  of  the  land  included  in  his  pres- 
^^j)  ent  homestead  on  section  18,  in  Adrian 
Township.  He  first  purchased  fifty-six  acres  and 
later  added  forty,  and  lived  in  a  log  cabin  for  nine 
years.  During  the  summer  of  1874  he  put  up  his 
present  residence,  and  all  the  improvements,  wdiich 
the  passing  traveler  notes  with  interest,  have  been 
effected  by  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  pres- 
ent proprietor. 

The  childhood  and  youth  of  Mr.  Harder  Avere 
spent  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth 
took  place  April  16,  1827.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of 
George  I.  and  Catherine  (Tator)  Harder,  and  on  his 
father's  side  is  of  German  descent.  His  paternal 
grandfather  died,  it  is  thought,  in  New  York  State. 
The  grandmother  died  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y., 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  In  that 
county,  also,  George  I.  Harder  was  born  in  1803, 
where  he  remained  until  twenty -seven  years  of  age, 
engaged  in  farming  and  keeping  hotel,  and  from 
there,  in  1833,  he  removed  to  Western  New  York, 
locating  in  Wayne  County.  The  journey  was  made 
overland  with  teams,  and  the  family  carried  their 
household  goods  and  provisions  on  the  wagon,  camp- 
ing and  cooking  by  the  wayside,  after  the  manner 
of  the    travelers   of   thos(i    days.     George  Harder 


bought  and  sold  different  pieces  of  land,  and  after  a 
residence  on  farms  of  five  or  six  years  in  that  part 
of  the  Empire  State,  took  up  his  abode  in  Fairville, 
in  the  same  county,  and  purchasing  a  large  frame 
building  kept  hotel  there  four  or  five  years.  He 
subsequently  sold  out  and  purchased  a  smaller 
})uilding  as  a  dwelling  for  his  family,  nnd  filled  the 
l)Osition  of  constable  thereafter  for  many  years. 
He  also  was  engaged  in  the  butchering  business 
and,  being  a  well-read  man,  was  frequently  called 
upon  for  the  adjustment  of  legal  matters.  He  finally 
set  up  as  a  book  dealer  and  spent  the  last  years 
of  his  life  in  Fairville,  passing  away  when  sixty-five 
years  old. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Harder,  themother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8, 
1  807,  and  was  married  Nov.  6,  1825.  She  departed 
this  life  May  22,  1829,  when  her  son  Jacob  A. 
was  a  little  over  two  years  old.  He  had  one  brother, 
(ieorge  L.,  who  was  born  April  29,  1829,  and 
died  in  his  native  county,  Aug  17,  1830.  George 
Harder,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  was  again 
married,  June  25,  1831,  to  Miss  Anna  White  man, 
whose  father  was  a  farmer  of  Columbia  County. 
Of  this  marriage  there  were  the  following  children : 
Catherine  N.,  born  Dec.  19,  1833,  became  the  wife 
of  P.  B.  Porter,  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
in  Lenawee  County,  July  18,  1887;  Sallie  M.  was 
born  Dec.  29,  1836,  and  died  June  8,  1839;  John 
H.  was  born  Nov.  2,  1838,  and  is  farming  in  Adrian 
Township,  this  county,  being  the  only  survivor  of 
the  children.  The  third  wife  of  George  Harder,  to 
whom  he  was  married  Feb.  27,  1842,  was  Miss  H. 
E.  Moore,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1817,  and  is  still 
living  in  Fairville,  N.  Y^. 

Jacob  A.  Harder  continued  with  his  father  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  acquiring  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  and  spent  some  time  in 
working  out  by  the  month.  The  majority  of  young 
men  in  those  days  had  a  settled  object  in  view,  and 
to  this  end,  when  starting  out  for  themselves,  saved 
their  money  and  usually  invested  it  in  a  wise  man- 
ner. Our  subject  lived  economically,  and  first  pur- 
chased seventy-five  acres  of  land  in  his  native 
(tounty,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1864. 
In  the  meantime  he  w-as  married,  Sept.  24,  1849, 
to  Miss  Sabrina  Dickson,   who  was  born  Sept.  29, 
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1 826,  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Isaac  D.  and  Betsy  Dickson,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  State.  The  Dicksons  were 
early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  from  whence  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Mrs.  Harder  removed  with  his 
family  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  I).,  the  father 
of  the  wife  of  our  subject,  like  his  forefathers,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  when  sixty  years 
of  age,  in  Wayne  County.  Tlie  mother  of  Mrs. 
Harder  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Livingston 
County,  this  State,  and  is  now  eighty-eight  years  old. 

Jacob  Harder,  in  1864,  disposed  of  his  property 
in  New  York  and  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  buying  horses  for  the  army  and  also  kept 
a  livery  stable.  In  January,  1865,  he  made  his  way 
to  this  State,  and  his  subsequent  course  we  have 
already  indicated.  He  was  at  once  recognized  as  a 
valued  accession  to  the  community  wherein  he 
took  up  his  abode,  and  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  serving  as  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways and  School  Director,  being  generally  inter- 
ested in  those  matters  pertaining  to  the  advance- 
ment of  an  intelligent  class  of  people.  Like  his 
forefathers,  he  is  an  active  Democrat. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harder  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  George  E.,  who  was  born  June 
15,  1859,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1<S60;  Jessie  E.,  who 
was  born  May  1^3,  1864,  and  is  the  wife  of  Cassius 
M.  Knowles;  Mr.  K.  owns  320  acres  of  good  land 
in  Mcintosh  County,  Dak.,  and  he  and  his  wife  have 
one  daughter,  Sabrina  E.,  who  was  born  Aug.  20, 
1885.  Cassius  M.  is  a  son  of  Edward  Knowles, 
who  is  well  known  in  this  county. 
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ICHARD  H.  OSBORN,  who  for  long  years 
j  has  been  known  as  one  of  the  most  thrifty 
i  farmers  of  this  section  of  country,  came  to 
^^  Southern  Michigan  about  1 83(5,  and  built 
np  a  good  home  on  section  18,  Medina  Township. 
He  comes  of  an  excellent  old  New  York  famil}'.  his 
parents  being  William  and  Catherine  (Davis)  Os- 
born,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Dutch- 
ess County,  and  lived  there  until  the  spring  of 
1836.     Then,  deciding  upon  a  change  of  location, 
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they  made  their  way  to  Morenci,  this  county,  and 
settled  not  long  afterward  near  AValdron,  where 
the}^  spent  the  remainder  of  tlieir  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children,  and  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1819.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  a  farm,  and  accompanied  his  [)areuts 
to  Michigan,  being  then  about  seventeen  years  of 
age.  About  that  time  he  started  out  for  himself, 
becoming  the  employe  of  D.  Wakelield,  of  Morenci, 
with  whom  lie  remained  one  year,  and  from  thei'e 
migrated  into  Hillsdale  County,  wliere  he  lived  un- 
til reaching  his  majority.  Jn  the  meantime,  how- 
ever, he  went  back  to  his  native  State  for  the  pur- 
})Ose  of  settling  an  estate  in  which  he  had  an  inter- 
est. This  journey,  a  long  and  dangerous  one  at 
that  time,  was  undertaken  alone  and  on  foot,  and 
.'ifter  much  hardship  he  reached  his  destination 
three  weeks  from  the  time  of  starting.  A  part  of 
the  ensuing  winter  he  worked  for  Warren  Wiley,  of 
Dutchess  County,  and  the  balance  of  tlie  time  was 
engaged  in  his  own  business  affairs.  He  went  still 
farther  east  to  Connecticut,  visiting  among  friends 
and  relatives  there  a  few  weeks  during  the  winter, 
and  the  following  spring  returned  to  this  county. 

Mr.  Osborn,  being  now  reinforced  with  a  small 
capital,  purchased  217  acres  of  land  in  Medina 
Township,  where,  equipped  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  an 
ax  and  a  hoe,  he  l)egan  his  work  of  leveling  the 
forest  trees,  and  preparing  the  land  for  cultivation. 
The  labor  condensed  into  the  next  ten  years  coidd 
scarcely  be  estimated  b}^  those  of  the  present  day, 
but  the  results  were  liighly  satisfactory.  Mr.  Os- 
born invested  his  surplus  capital  in  additional 
real  estate,  and  eventually  became  the  owner  of 
about  500  acres;  of  this  his  son,  Albej't  D.,  now 
owns  217  acres.  He  resembles  his  fjither  in  many 
respects,  possessing  the  same  persistent  industry 
wliich  distinguished  the  latter,  and  l)ids  f.'iir  to  ac- 
complish as  great  a  life  work  as  did  his  sire.  liich- 
.'U'd  Osborn  is  genial  and  companionable  by  na- 
tui'C,  iiu  expert  hunter,  fond  of  his  gun,  and  fre- 
quently relates  mau}^  of  the  interesting  exi)eriences 
of  those  earl}^  tinu3S. 

The  marriage  of  Richard  H.  Osborn  and  Miss 
Permelia  Gnllup,  ,of  JMedina  Township,  was  cele- 
brated at  the  home   of  the   bride,   Nov.    15,   184'). 
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Mrs.  ().  WMS  llie  (iMUgliU'r  of  I^zoikicl  imd  l\M-niolin 
(iMllii]),  ;m(l  wns  horn  nt  iMclhoiinu',  Cnnndn,  MtwrU 
IT),  1(S27.  The  record  of  the  children  horn  to  Mr. 
jind  Mrs.  Osborn  is  ns  follows:  IJichnrd  A.  nuiv- 
ried  Miss  Iljittie  K.  Roberts,  nnd  Albert  1).  iiiari'ied 
JNIiss  r>arl)ara  Lindenmaii;  these  two  sons  are  farm- 
ing- in  Medina  Township.  (Jertrnde  is  the  wife  of 
F.  F.  AV right,  of  Wright  Township,  Hillsdale 
(V)nnty;  Emma  married  M.  F.  Iliggins,  of  Wright 
Township,  Hillsdale  (bounty;  Fydia  died  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  her  age.  Mrs.  l\MMnelia  Osborn 
departed  this  life  at  the  homestead,  July  \o.  1884. 
She  was  a  lady  of  many  estimable  qualities,  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  Medina, 
with  which  her  husband  also  connected  himself. 
Mr.  ().  lias  been  Deacon  for  many  years.  He  has 
contributed  cheerfully  and  liberally  to  the  church, 
and  is  considered  one  of  its  chief  i)illars.  When 
first  becoming  a  voter,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  old  W\ng  party,  but  since  its  abandonment  has 
cordially  supported  Republican  principles. 


(^/RNOFI)  T.  GRAVES  is  a  very  thrifty  ag- 
yLil     riculturist  and  stock-raiser,  who   owns  and 
jjri^i    occupies  a   tine   farm    on   section    7,  Cam- 
Jf/  bridge   Township,  wdiere  he  has  at  present 

about  120  acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  under  the 
[)]ow,  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

A  native  of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Graves 
w^as  born  Feb.  19,  1834.  His  father,  William 
Graves,  was  the  sou  of  Joel  Graves,  a  farmer  and 
luml)erman  of  that  State.  The  latter  was  of  En- 
glish ancestry,  his  forefathers  having  come  to  New 
York  State  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  A 
brother  of  Joel  participated  in  the  sanguinary 
struggle  for  American  independence.  Joel  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  the  (Jatskill  Mountains  in  New 
York,  in  i)ursuance  of  his  business  as  lumberman, 
but  died  at  the  house  of  a  relative  in  Rochester,  at 
the  age  of  eighty -seven  years.  He  had  been  mar- 
ried twice,  and  it  was  by  his  first  marriage  that 
AVilliam  Graves,  the  father  of ithe  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born.  This  event  •  occurred  in  Scho- 
harie (^ounty,   N.  Y.,    March   2;"),    FS07.      Wiiliam 
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(i raves  was  reared  in  early  life  to  the  business  of  a 
farmer,  but  spent  several  years  in  buying  and  sell- 
ing stock.  In  tlu^  early  years  of  his  manhood,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Doiinelson, 
who  was  l)orn  in  Scln^harie  County,  N.  Y.,  Ma}'  IG, 
1807,  and  who  came  of  an  old  Quaker  family  of 
Scotch -Irish  descent. 

In  1889,  the  Graves  family  came  to  Michigan, 
l)roceeding  from  Buffalo  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  by  lake, 
fi-om  the  latter  place  l)y  teams  to  this  county. 
They  made  their  home  here  until  in  March,  1867, 
Mr.  (x raves  died  on  the  1 9 tli  of  that  month,  and  his 
widow  removed  to  Yi)silanti,  where  she  lived  with 
one  of  her  daughters  until  Sept.  18,  1887,  when  she 
too  was  called  away  by  the  Angel  of  death. 

Arnold  Graves  was  the  eldest  son  and  third  child 
of  the  parental  family,  and  passed  the  first  nine 
yc^ars  of  his  life  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y^  From 
there  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents,  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  these  familiar  surroundings. 
On  the  21st  of  October,  1801,  he  and  Miss  Jane 
Richmond  entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance  at 
Manchester,  AYashtenaw  County,  this  State.  Mrs. 
Graves  is  a  native  of  the  last-named  place,  born 
June  29,  1840,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Otis  and 
Harriet  (\  aiiBrunt)  Richmond,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Mrs.  Richmond  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Lodi,  Livingston  County, 
where  she  was  married,  and  early  in  the  thirties 
came  to  Washtenaw^  County,  Mich.,  with  her  hus- 
band and  children,  and  located  on  a  farm  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The  father 
died  Nov.  23,  1867,  and  the  mother  March  28, 
187ej.  Mr.  Richmond  at  a  very  early  date  assisted 
in  building  the  Chicago  turnpike,  which  runs 
through  this  county.  In  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  filled  the  ofiices  of  Township  Treasurer 
and  County  Sheriff. 

Mrs.  Graves  remained  at  home  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage,  when  she  came  to  reside  in  this 
county.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely  : 
Mattie  A.,  a  teacher  in  the  district  school;  Charles 
C,  Willie  C.  and  Anna  B.  The  two  eldest  com- 
pleted their  education  at  Brooklyn,  in  Jackson 
County.  In  politics,  Mr.  Graves  is  a  Democrat, 
but  he  is  not  foohshly  partisan,  being  rather  inde- 
pendent in  this  matter,  especially  in  local  politics. 
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11  is  estimable  wife  is  an  active  meml)er  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Having  no  political  aspirations, 
Mr.  Graves  fulfills  all  his  obligations  as  a  citizen, 
and  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  important  factors  in 
the  business  and  agricultural  community. 

^TP^ICHARD  H.  KINNEY  located  in  Seneca 
jIL;^  Township  during  its  early  settlement,  and 
IM-M  taking  up  160  acres  of  land  on  section  8, 
^^transformed  the  wilderness  into  a  beautiful 
farm.  By  slow  degrees  he  brought  the  soil  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  and  erected  one  building- 
after  another,  until  he  now  has  a  shapely  and  con- 
venient residence,  good  barns  and  out-buildings, 
tastefully  laid  out  grounds,  ornamented  with  num- 
erous ^shade  and  ornamental  trees,  including  ever- 
greens and  graceful  maple  trees.  These  last  were 
set  out  in  the  spring  of  1850,  and  stand  as  giants, 
spreading  out  their  branches  over,  and  conferring 
their  grateful  shade  upon  the  head  of  him  who 
planted  them.  As  an  illustration  of  the  industrious 
and  enterprising  pioneer,  Mr.  Kinney  occupies  a 
place  in  the  front  ranks.  His  straightforward  busi- 
ness transactions  have  given  him  a  good  position 
among  the  representative  men  of  his  community, 
among  whom  he  has  built  up  a  w'orthy  and  honor- 
able record. 

Our  subject  is  the  descendant  of  excellent  Scotch 
and  German  ancestry,  and  both  sides  of  his  house 
came  to  this  country  during  the  Colonial  days,  the 
Kinney  family  being  represented  by  three  brothers 
who  crossed  the  Atlantic  at  the  same  time.  It  is 
probable  they  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
one  of  them  transmitted  his  patriotism  to  his  son, 
P^lias,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  served  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Previous  to  this,  about  the  year 
1810,  Elias  Kinney  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ann  Anderson,  of  Sus- 
sex County,  N.  J.,  by  whom  lie  had  nine  children, 
our  subject  being  the  fifth  child  and  fourth  son. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Kinney  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Aug-  12,  1788,  and  w^as  of  a  stanch  old  Quaker 
famil}^  that  came  from  Scotland  previous  to  the 
Revolution.  She  came  to  Michigan  with  her  famil}^ 
in  1835,  and  died  in  Seneca  Township,  April  21, 
^^^ -«« 


1858.  Elias  Kinney  was  born  in  Hard  wick,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  and  passed  away  on  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1859;  the  Kinneys  were  of  German  descent. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  not  far  from  the  birthplace  of  his  father, 
on  the  3d  of  December,  1820,  and  wm  a  youth  of 
fifteen  years  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents,  with  whom  he  lived  until  their  decease. 
He  assumed  control  of  the  homestead  when  twen- 
ty-five years  of  age,  tilling  the  soil  and  laboring  un- 
der the  disadvantages  of  a  new  settlement  until  the 
march  of  civilization  rendered  the  labors  of  the 
agriculturist  less  laborious  and  more  remunerative. 
About  this  time,  in  May,  1845,  he  brought  a  bride 
to  the  old  home,  having  been  married  to  Miss 
Wealthy  Ann  Buck,  who  was  born  in  Whitesboro, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  17,  1824.  Her  parents, 
Chester  and  Sarah  (Briggs)  Buck,  were  natives  of 
Vermont,  whence  they  removed  to  the  Empire  State 
at  an  early  period  in  its  history.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  1852,  and  were  residents  of  Adrian 
many  years,  whence  they  finally  removed  to  Ply- 
mouth, Ind.,  where  Mr.  Buck  died  Jan.  13,  1872; 
Mrs.  Buck  subsequently  made  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Johnson,  of  Adrian,  where  her 
decease  occurred  on  the  12th  of  May,  1876. 

Richard  H.  and  Wealthy  A.  Kinney  became 
the  parents  of  six  children :  Sarah,  the  eldest,  mar- 
ried William  Hart,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children; 
Odell  married  Miss  Mary  Ella  Driver,  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children,  Willie  and  Luella;  they 
make  their  home  in  Kansas  City,  Odell  being  an  ex- 
press messenger  on  the  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
road. Ida  resides  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa,,  with  her  sis- 
ter; Ira  married  Miss  Hattie  Lyon,  of  Medina 
Township,  and  is  carrying  on  carpentering  in  Wood- 
bridge,  Hillsdale  County;  Clarence  is  at  home, 
Mr.  Kinney  was  a  second  time  married,  June  15, 
1869,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Lucre- 
tia  Wagoner,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
though  he  subsequently  lived  in  Canada.  Her 
mother  was  a  Western  Massachusetts  lady,  and 
born  April  1,  1787.  When  nine  years  of  age  she 
removed  to  Bennington,  Vt.,  making  the  journey 
in  a  sleigh.  From  there  she  went  to  Shaftsbury, 
and  in  1807,  in  company  with   her    brother    Abel, 
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journeyed  to  Western  New  York,  stop])ing  at  Bii- 
tavia.  Her  brother  dying  soon  afterward,  she  r(^- 
turned  as  far  east  as  Buffalo,  and  Ix^canie  a  uieml)er 
of  the  family  of  Ebenezer  Waldron,  whei'c  she  nu^t 
her  first  husband,  Mr.  Lake,  who  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  1812,  not  long  after  their  marriage.  Dur- 
ing this  war  Mrs.  Lake  lived  in  Northeastern  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  there  during  the  building  of  Per- 
ry's fleet;  she  lived  to  rejoice  over  the  famous  vic- 
tory of  that  lleet.  During  this  war  slu?  was  de- 
pendent upon  the  small  })ittance  hei'  husband  re- 
ceived for  his  services,  and  no  person  couh.l  draw 
this  unless  present  to  sign  the  receipt.  Upon  one 
occasion  when  her  husband  was  ill,  Mrs.  Lake  rode 
fourteen  miles  through  a  wilderness  in  the  darkness 
of  night  after  her  money,  and  was  permitted  to 
make  the  journey  in  safety  with  that  upon  which 
the  lives  of  herself  and  family  depended.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  they  removed  to  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
Lake  died  about  1818. 

In  1819,  Lucretia  Lake  became  the  wife  of  Israel 
Wagoner.  Mr.  W.  followed  farming  in  Ohio,  and 
in  Huron  Count}^,  on  the  27th  of  August,  182G, 
Mary,  Mrs.  Kinney,  was  born.  Her  child tiood 
was  passed  at  Milan,  Ohio,  which  she  saw  expand- 
ing from  a  small  village  to  a  city  of  2,000  souls, 
with  social  and  religious  advantages  of  a  high  order. 
Her  education  was  begun  in  the  common  school, 
and  completed  in  an  academy.  She  is  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  was  greatly  iti- 
terested  in  the  educationnl  affairs  of  Erie  County, 
where  she  commenced  teaching  when  seventeen 
years  of  age.  Soon  after  her  marriage  witli  Mr. 
Kinney,  when  his  ^^oungest  child,  Clarence,  was 
about  three  and  one- half  years  old,  her  mother  be- 
came a  member  of  the  family  of  our  subject,  where 
her  death  took  place  on  tlie  27th  of  October,  1872; 
the  father  had  died  in  1857,  when  sixty-seven 
3^ears  old.  Their  three  children  lived  to  years  of 
maturity.  Clark  Wagoner  was  of  a  literary  turn  of 
mind,  and  became  editor  of  the  Sandusky  Whig  nt 
the  early  age  of  eighteen  years;  he  was  subse- 
quently connected  with  the  Toledo  Blade^  and  dur- 
ing the  war  was  a  strong  advocate  of  union  and  lib- 
erty. 

Li  1866,  Clark  Wagoner,  in  company  with  his  son 
Ralph,  [)urchased  the  Toledo  Commercial,  and   wa^ 


largel)^  instrumental  in  the  nomination  of  R.  B. 
Hayes  as  the  Republican  Presidential  candidate. 
Mr.  W.  has  preserved  as  a  momUiiient  of  his  life- 
work  fifty  bound  volumes  of  newspapers  published 
and  edited  by  liim,  and  can  safely  say  there  is  not 
in  all  these  an  act  recorded  or  an  editorial  published 
otherwise  than  in  a  manly  and  temperate  spirit,  or 
one  biased  by  party  feeling.  As  a  reward  for  his 
fidelity  to  his  party's  interests,  he  was  appointed 
Internal  Revenue  Collector  by  President  Hayes. 
His  political  opinions  were  formed  during  the  latter 
l)art  of  Jackson's  administration,  and  he  identified 
himself  with  the  Whig  party,  which  he  only  aban- 
doned upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican. 
Ral|)li  Wagoner  is  a  mechanic,  and  makes  his  resi- 
dence in  Clyde,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Kinney  is  a  lady  held 
in  high  regard  in  her  commvmity,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  for  many 
years. 
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EVI  JENNINGS.  The  name  of  this  old 
and  honored  pioneer  of  Lenawee  County 
has  been  a  familiar  one  throughout  this 
section  of  tlie  country  for  a  period  of  over  fifty 
years.  He  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in 
1834,  landing  in  Ypsilanti  on  the  8th  of  May,  where 
he  left  his  family  until  he  could  determine  upon 
Ills  location.  He  looked  around  in  Washtenaw 
County  for  a  day  or  two,  but  not  being  pleased 
with  tlie  appearance  of  the  land  in  that  locality 
came  over  into  Lenavvee  and  prospected  along  the 
creek  in  the  western  portion. 

Mr.  Jennings  finally  located  eighty  acres  on 
section  22,  in  Rollin  Township,  and  since  that  day 
has  called  it  home.  There  were  then  only  four 
families  in  the  township.  His  first  business  was 
the  erection  of  a  log  cabin  for  the  shelter  of  his 
family.  In  1835  provisions  were  scarce  and  flour 
was  worth  $15  per  barrel  at  Toledo,  while  he  could 
not  procure  this  article  at  any  price  in  Adrian.  He 
finally  managed  to  borrow  thirty  pounds  from  one 
of  his  far-away  neighbors,  which,  by  strict  (economy, 
was  made  to  last  the  family  until  after  harvest. 

Mr.  Jennings  in  his  early  experience  in  Lenawee 
Count}^  passed  through  the  trials    common   to  his 
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neighbor;^,  but  they  were  men  strong  of  muscle  and 
stout  of  heart,  and  liad  ''come  to  sta}^"  They  were; 
accordingly  i)rei)ared  to  meet  every  emergency  ex- 
cept direct  starvation,  and  from  this  danger  they 
were  comparatively  free.  Some  of  tliem,  it  is  true, 
lived  on  bran  bread,  which  was  rather  light  food 
with  which  to  furnish  muscle  for  chopping  wood 
and  clearing  land,  but  they  ate  the  oftener  and 
pulled  safely  through.  Mr.  Jennings  assisted  in 
cutting  the  first  roads  through  the  forests,  building 
the  first  bridges,  organizing  the  townshii),  and  es- 
tablishing the  first  schools  and  churches.  For  a 
long  period  he  was  regarded  as  a  leader  in  the  en- 
terprises which  materialized,  one  by  one,  and  which 
a  section  of  coimtry  steadily  increasing  in  popu- 
lation forced  upon  tlie  people,  who  cheerfully  ac- 
cepted the  burden.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Town  Clerk  and  Highway  Commissioner, 
and  lived  to  see  the  wilderness  transformed  into 
smiling  fields  and  busy  villages,  and  still  continues 
an  object  of  veneration  and  respect  among  the 
people  who  have  known  him  so  long  and  so  well. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Mil- 
ton, Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1808,  and  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Meribah  (Dexter)  Jennings,  who 
were  born  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  the  father  in 
1777,  and  the  mother  Aug.  16,  1770.  Henry  Jen- 
nings, after  his  marriage,  purchased  a  farm  in  what 
was  then  Ontario,  but  is  now  Monroe  County,  and 
resided  there  nntil  his  death,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  but  thirty-nine  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
Meribah,  survived  him  many  years,  continning  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Penfield,  and  was  ninety-three 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  decease.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Levi,  of 
our  sketch,  was  the  sixth  son  and  child.  Levi  was 
a  little  lad  six  years  of  age  when  his  father  died, 
and  was  then  cared  for  by  James  Shucraft  the  fol- 
lowing year,  when  he  was  taken  into  the  home  of 
an  uncle,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age.  He  then  returned  to  his  mother's 
farm,  where  he  operated  with  his  two  brothers  five 
years,  when  the  property  was  sold.  Levi  soon  after- 
ward purchased  a  small  farm  near  by,  where  he 
lived  until  1834,  then  sold  out  and  cast  his  lot  with 
the  pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan. 

Mr.  Jennings  before  leaving  his  native  State  was 
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mari"i(Hl,  Jan.  2'!^  1829,  to  one  of  the  most  attractive 
maidens  of  Ontario  County,  IMiss  Ann  Crout,  a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  and  tlie  daughter  of  eJohn  and 
l^hebe  (Sickles)  Crout,  who  was  born  Feb.  25, 
1811,  and  died  in  Rollin  Township,  April  17,  1852. 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  seven  children, 
namely  :  rhel)e  Ann,  Clarissa  :  Mary  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased; Henrj^  L.,  Julia,  Sarah  \j.  and  Harriet  De- 
lloni.  rhebe  wns  born  in  Penfield,  Monroe  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Ang.  17,  1831,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Langdon,  of  Rollin  Township;  Clarissa  was  born  in 
tins  township,  April  25,  1835,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Orson  Crandall,  of  Riley,  Mich. ;  Mary  E.  was 
born  Ang.  16,  1837,  married  George  l^eters,  of 
Rollin,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1880;  Henry  L.  was  born 
Aug.  14,  1839,  married  Jane  Whitney,  and  resides 
in  Litchfield,  Mich.;  Julia  was  l)orn  Sept.  1,  1842, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Arnold  Bennett,  of  Bushnell, 
Mich.;  Sarah  L.  was  born  Oct.  11,  1845,  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Marks,  and  resides  in  Rollin;  FLarriet 
Detiora  was  born  Dec.  19,  1849,  married  David 
Wooster,  and  lives  in  Wayne  County. 

The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Jennings  was  Mrs. 
Catherine  Ann  Belcher,  and  they  were  married  on 
the  22d  of  March,  1859.  Mrs.  J.  is  the  daughter 
of  William  \ .  and  Catharine  Ann  (Petty)  Ditmars, 
of  Hudson,  this  connty,  and  the  widow  of  Andrew^ 
Belcher.  This  union  resnlted  in  the  birth  of  two 
children :  Ida  Jane,  the  wife  of  WiUiam  M.  Clark, 
a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Rollin  Township,  and  Frank 
I.,  who  married  Miss  Bertha  Wood,  and  is  working 
his  father's  farm.  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  Jennings  was 
born  in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  April  1,  1835,  and  in  1842 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey.  The  father  was  born  March 
4,  1810,  and  died  in  Hudson,  this  county,  Oct.  5, 
1865;  the  mother  was  born  Feb.  2,  1811,  and  died 
July  30,  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  J.  has  all  his  life  been  particularly  interested 
in  Sunday-school  and  temperance  work. 

Andrew  Belcher  and  Catharine  Ann  Ditmars 
were  united  in  marriage  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
in  Hudson  Township,  Jan.  4,  1852.  Mr.  Belcher 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  was  born  March 
16,  1819,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1857.  Their  eldest  child, 
William  Y.,  was  born  in  Hudson  Township,   March 
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2.  1854,  and  married  Misn  Ellen  Johnson:  they 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Nebraska,  where  he  is 
now  carrying  on  farming  and  is  the  father  of  four 
children.  John  A.  Belcher  was  born  April  19, 
1857,  and  is  farming  in  Colorado. 
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ON.  STILLMAN  W.  BENNETT,  one  of 
the  best-known  men  of  J^enawee  County,  is 
now  occupying  the  otficial  position  of  Reg- 
^"i  ister  of  Deeds,  at  Adrian.  In  1884  he  was 
nominated  b^^  the  Republican  partj^  as  tlieir  ciindi- 
date  for  this  position,  was  elected  by  a  magnificent 
majority,  and  assumed  tlie  duties  of  the  office  intlie 
January  following  the  election.  In  1886  he  was 
renominated  and  re-elected,  and  is  the  incumbent 
of  the  office  at  the  time  this  sketcli  is  written.  Mr. 
Bennett  is  one  of  the  never- swerving  kind  of  Re- 
publicans, and  the  party  can  depend  upon  him  in 
any  and  all  emergencies.  In  a  social  and  benevo- 
lent way  his  preferences  run  in  the  direction  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  holds  memberslii|)  in 
Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  A.  E.  &  A.  M.,  and  Adrian 
Chapter  No.  10  and  Commandery  No.  4.  Mr.  Ben- 
nett is  yet  a  young  man,  and  during  his  life  has 
achieved  success  in  whatever  he  has  undertaken. 
It  is  appropriate  that  in  this  place  and  at  this  time 
the  events  in  his  life,  and  those  of  his  nncestors, 
should  be  recorded. 

Stillman  W.  Bennett  was  born  in  Eairlleld,  Lena- 
wee Co.,  Mich.,  July  30,  1842.  His  father,  Hon. 
Davis  D.  Bennett,  was  born  in  Tioga  (now  Che- 
mung) County,  N.  Y.,  March  2ij^  1808,  and  w^as  tlie 
son  of  Deacon  Matthew  and  Nancy  (Brace)  Ben- 
nett, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Orange 
Count}^,  N.  Y.,  in  1778.  When  he  was  about 
fourteen  3^ears  old  his  father  moved  to  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa.  About  1805  Matthew  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  lie 
purchased  a  new  farm.  In  1816  he  moved  to  Gen- 
esee (now  Orleans)  County,  wliere  he  again  pur- 
chased a  new.  farm.  In  1826  he  disposed  of  tin's 
and  purchased  another  one  on  the  Tonaw^anda  Res- 
ervation, in  Genesee  County.  In  1832  he  sold  out 
and  came  to  Michigan,  and  located  340  acres  of 
Government  land  on  section  23,  in    Rollin  Town- 
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ship,  where  lie  lived  until  the  last  few  years  of  his 
life.  He  died  in  Eairlleld  in  1863.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Nanc}^  Brace,  a  resident  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa., 
by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  Davis  D.  being  the 
sec'ond  son  and  third  child.  Mrs.  Nancy  Bennett 
was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in 
Rollin,  this  county. 

Davis  D.  Bennett  left  his  parents  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  and  worked  on  a  farm  and  at  lumbering 
until  the  fall  of  1828,  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  Adrian  until  the  fall  of 
1829,  when  he  returned  to  Orleans  Count}^,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  married.  In  the  spring  of  1830  he 
came  back  to  Michigan,  and  located  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  33,  in  Adrian  Township.  He  lived 
on  this  farm  one  year,  and  then  sold  it  to  Harry 
Wood.  One  year  later  he  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  29,  in  Adrian  Township;  this  land 
he  sold  to  John  Raymond  in  1837,  and  the  same 
year  purchased  220  acres  on  sections  9  and  16,  in 
Eairfield,  wliere  he  resided  until  1868,  when  he  sold 
out  to  his  son,  Stillman  W.  Bennett,  and  since  that 
time  has  resided  in  Eairfield  Village.  Since  his 
residence  there  he  has  held  various  offices  of  honor 
and  trust,  uicluding  Supervisor  for  four  terms.  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  four  terms,  and  Towii  Clerk  about 
fifteen  terms.  In  1848-49  he  w^*ls  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Michigan  Legislature,  and  as  such  was 
present  at  the  dedication  of  tiie  first  capitol  build- 
ing in  the  cit}^  of  Lansing. 

Stillman  W.  Bennett,  our'  subject,  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents  until  he  w^as  twenty- one  years 
of  age.  He  received  a  good  education,  attending 
first  the  district  schools  of  his  township,  and  was 
then  a  student  for  two  teams  in  the  Adrian  Col- 
lege. After  leaving  school  he  engaged  in  teaching 
for  several  years  in  Fairfield.  Preceding  his  elec- 
tion to  the  position  he  now  holds  he  devoted  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  after  his  marriage  purchased  his  father's  home- 
stead, on  sections  9  and  16,  Fairfield  Township.  In 
that  township  he  was  an  active  man  in  all  public 
and  political  affairs,  and  shortly  after  he  became  of 
age  he  was  elected  School  Inspector,  which  office 
he  held  for  several  years.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
Town  Treasurer,  and  in  1876  and  1877  was  elected 
Supervisor  for  his  township.     In  the  fall  of  1878  he 
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was  elected  a  Representative  from  the  Second  Dis- 
trict of  Lenawee  County  in  the  State  Legislature, 
and  there  served  on  several  important  committees, 
and  performed  much  beneficial  work  on  the  floor  of 
the  house.  It  was  during  this  session  that  the  mag- 
nificent new  State  Capitol  at  Lansing  was  dedicated, 
it  being  just  thirty  years  after  the  first  capitol  build- 
ing was  dedicated  at  that  place,  when  his  father  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  represented  the 
same  constituency. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1868,  Mr.  Bennett  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Livesay,  daughter  of 
James  and  Orpha  A.  Livesay,  of  P'airfield,  by  whom 
he  has  had  two  children — Arthur  Livesay,  born 
April  15,  1871,  and  Florence,  Jan.  20,  1881.  Mrs. 
Bennett  was  born  on  the  29th  of  May,  1844,  in 
Fairfield,  Lenawee  County.  Her  father  was  born 
at  Horseheads,  Tioga  (now  Chemung)  County,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  7,  1811,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1835, 
but  his  first  settlement  was  just  over  the  line  in 
Fulton  County,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  for  a  short 
time.  On  the  14th  of  January,  1841,  James  Live- 
say and  Miss  Orpha  Armenia  Salsbury,  the  parents 
of  Mrs.  Bennett,  w^ere  married.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  and  Clarissa  (Curtis)  Salsbury,  of 
Warsaw,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born 
Dec.  13,  1811,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1836, 
where  she  died  in  Fairfield,  Dec.  6,  1860.  Mrs. 
Livesay  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  Mrs. 
Bennett  being  the  second  child  and  daughter. 


^ISHOP  H.  AMES  is  an  honored  representa- 
tive of  the  farming  interests  of  Hudson 
Township,  an  able,  practical  man,  who,  by 
good  management,  has  been  very  much  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings.  He  has  paid  much  at- 
tention to  the  culture  of  fruit  and  has  achieved 
quite  a  reputation  as  a  horticulturist  throughout 
Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  Ames  was  born  in  Venice,  Cayuga  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Feb.  15,  1821.  His  father,  also  named  Bishop, 
was  born  in  Rensselaerville,  Albany  Countj^  and 
was  the  son  of  Elias  Ames,  who  it  is  believed,  was 
also  a  native  of  that  county.  He  removed  from 
there  with  his  family  to  Cayuga  County  about  the 


year  1800,  before  the  time  of  railways  and  canals, 
the  removal  being  made  with  teams.  He  bought  a 
tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  adjacent  to  the  town 
of  Scipio,  and  there  resided  until  his  death. 

Bishop  Ames,  Sr.,  was  but  a  boy  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Cayuga  County,  and  there  he  grew 
to  manhood.  His  father  gave  him  a  farm  in  Scipio, 
where  he  lived  for  a  time,  then  sold  out  and  bought 
another  farm  in  Venice.  He  was  a  thoughtful, 
studious  man,  of  earnest  religious  convictions,  and 
in  middle  age  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  preaching  afterward  in  Venice, 
Scipio,  and  other  places.  He  spent  his  last  years  in 
Groton,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Almira  Ticknor,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Ticknor.  It  is  thought  that  she  was  born  in  East- 
ern New  Ydrk.  She  died  on  the  home  farm  in 
Venice,  after  sharing  with  her  husband  the  love  and 
respect  of  the  people.  To  them  w^ere  born  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  foin-th  child  of 
his  parents.  Like  all  farmer  boys  of  that  period, 
his  schooling  w^as  confined  to  the  winter  terms,  as 
his  assistance  was  required  on  the  farm  during  the 
remaining  seasons  of  the  year.  He  grew  to  a  strong 
and  self-reliant  manhood,  and  from  the  time  that  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age  until  he  came  to  this 
State,  he  had  sole  charge  of  the  farm  on  which  he 
had  been  reared.  In  1843  he  took  an  important 
step  in  his  career  by  marriage  with  Miss  Delia  Mur- 
ray, who  has  in  every  way  encouraged  and  assisted 
him  in  his  work,  proving  an  invaluable  helpmeet. 
Mrs  Ames  was  born  in  the  town  of  Arlington,  Ben- 
nington Co.,  Vt.,  Dec.  7,  1819.  Her  paternal  grand- 
father, James  Murray,  was  born  either  in  Ireland  or 
Scotland,  and  coming  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  married  Delia  Preston.  They  settled  in  Ar- 
lington, where  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  and 
engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  Edward  Mur- 
ray, the  father  of  Mrs.  Ames,  was  born  and  reared 
on  his  father's  homestead  near  the  Vermont  town  of 
Arlington,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  engaged  as 
a  contractor.  He  resided  in  Onondaga  County,  N. 
Y.,  while  assisting  in  the  construction  of  the  Erie 
Canal,  and  after  its  completion  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Vermont  and  lived  there  until  1 832.  In 
that  year  he  removed   with  his  family  to  Scipio, 
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Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  Ijonoht  a  lioiiie,  and 
remained  a  resident  of  that  town  until  death.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Phebe  Manchester; 
she  was  born  in  eJackson,  \Yashington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  w%'is  a  daughter  of  Elias  Manchester,  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County  and  an  ear]^^  settler  of  Washington 
County,  where  he  improved  a  farm,  lie  spent  his 
last  years  with  his  children  in  Cayuga  County. 
Mrs.  Ames'  mother,  Patience  (Boies)  Murray,  a  na- 
tive of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  died  at  the  home 
of  her  youngest  daughter,  in  Osceola.  Pa.,  and  is 
buried  beside  her  husband  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y. 

In  1844,  not  long  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ames  left  their  old  home  and  came  to  this 
IState,  traveling  via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie 
to  Toledo,  and  thence  by  the  primitive  wooden  rail- 
way of  that  day  to  Adrian.  They  spent  the  first 
summer  in  Franklin  Township,  this  county.  Then 
they  w^ent  to  Hillsdale  County,  where  Mr.  Ames 
bought  seventy  acres  of  wild  land  in  Somerset 
Tovvnship.  He  built  a  log  house  on  the  place,  and 
then  immediately  commenced  to  clear  his  land  and 
prepare  it  for  tillage.  Four  years  later  he  sold  that 
farm,  having  improved  it  greatly,  and  then  bought 
in  the  same  township  107  acres  of  untilled  land  on 
which  thejforest  trees  were  still  standing.  He  vvas 
also  obliged  to  build  a  log  house  op  that  place  for 
his  first  habitation.  He  afterw^ard  l)ought  other 
land  until  he  had  a  fine  farm  of  240  acres.  He 
built  two  barns  and  a  nice  frame  house,  and  con- 
tinued his  residence  there  until  1865. 

In  the  year  mentioned  Mr.  Ames  disposed  of  his 
farm  property  in  Hillsdale  County  and  bought  the 
place  where  he  now  resides.  Here  he  has  113  acres 
of  land  which  is  highly  fertile  and  capable  of  produc- 
ing fine  crops.  He  has  erected  a  commodious  frame 
house  and  other  farm  buildings,  his  improvements 
ranking  with  the  best  in  the  township.  He  has  en- 
gaged quite  extensively  in  fruit  culture,  making  a 
careful  study  of  the  varieties  best  adapted  to  the 
soil  of  this  section  of  the  country,  so  that  now^  he 
has  one  of  the  finest  and  best  kept  orchards  in  the 
count3^  twenty- five  acres  in  extent.  He  has 
erected  on  his  farm  a  building  especially  adapted  to 
the  cold  storage  of  his  fruit  and  vegetables. 

When  Mr.  Ames  first  came  to  this  State  he  did 


his  farm  woj-k  and  marketing  with  <.)xen.  He  used 
!  to  take  grain  to  Adrian,  t went}- five  miles  distant, 
j  and  sold  w  heat  at  forty  cents  a  bushel.  Money  was 
scarce  and  hard  to  get.  At  the  stores  they  would 
trade  for  butter,  eggs,  and  produce,  but  would  not 
give  gi'oceries  oi'  uny  kind  of  eatables  in  exchange, 
as  they  were  as  good  as  casli. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  two  living, 
Ida  and  Henry  B.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Mc- 
Cow^an,  and  the  mother  of  five  children — Henry  B., 
Maud,  William  A.,  Belle  and  John  C. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs- 
McCowan  reside  in  Hesperia,  Mich.  Henry  B.,  who 
is  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  married 
Miss  Inez  Ames,  and  to  them  have  been  born  tw^o 
children,  Emily  A.  and  Fern;  one  child  died  in 
infancy  unnamed;  Emily  M.,  the  second  child,  was 
a  graduate  of  Hillsdale  College  and  married  Prof. 
J.  W.  IMauk,  of  that  institution;  she  departed  this 
life  at  her  home  in  Hillsdale,  April  26,  1879.  Mr. 
Ames,  our  subject,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  giv- 
ing that  party  his  cordial  support.  He  is  in  every 
respect  a  good  citizen  and  commands  the  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  whether  so- 
cially or  in  a  business  way. 
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)HOMAS  UNDERWOOD,  one  of  the  old  and 

honored  pioneers  of  Palmyra  Township, 
where  he  has  carried  on  farming  extensively 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  came  to  this  section  of 
country  with  his  parents  when  a  boy  nine  years  of 
age.  He  still  remembers  the  various  incidents  of 
the  journey,  which  was  made  principally  overland 
and  w^hen  deer  and  other  wild  animals  roamed  al- 
most undisturbed  over  the  uncultivated  land  and 
through  the  timber.  He  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
first  school-house  in  the  district,  and  developed  into 
manhood  with  the  strong  and  self-reliant  spirit 
which  characterized  the  youth  of  that  period  and 
this  section  of  country.  He  has  now  passed  his 
sixtieth  birthday,  and  but  a  short  time  since  re- 
ceived an  invitation  to  attend  the  golden  wedding 
of  tw^o  of  his  first  teachers.  The  scenes  through 
which  he  has  passed  and  the  changes  which  he  has 
witnessed,    could    they    be  depicted  in   their   true 
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colors,  would  form  an  interesting  tale  and  fill  a 
good-sized  volume. 

Mr.  Underwood  was  born  in  the  town  of  William- 
son, Wayne  Co.,  N.  \^,  Oct.  20,  1827.  His  father, 
Edward  Underwood,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  Avas  born  in  February,  1800,  and  his  grand- 
father, Joseph  H.  Underwood,  was  of  English  par- 
entage and,  it  is  believed,  was  born  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  It  is  certain,  however,  that 
he  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Dutcliess 
County,  whence  he  removed  to  Madison  County, 
in  1806,  where  he  resided  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
years.  He  then  took  up  his  abode  in  Wayne 
Comity,  when  the  town  of  Williamson  was  hardly 
begun  and  where,  without  doubt,  he  instituted  the 
first  tannery  and  harness-shop.  He  followed  his 
trade  there  for  a  time,  but  later  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  where  he  carried  on  farming  in  a  modest 
manner,  and  where  his  death  took  place  not  long 
afterward. 

The  family  of  Joseph  Underwood  included  six 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Edward,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  purchased 
twenty  acres  of  land  near  Williamson,  but  later 
bought  out  the  heirs  to  his  father's  homestead  and 
took  possession  of  that,  which  he  occupied  until 
1836.  In  the  spring  of  that  year,  leaving  his  family 
in  the  Empire  State,  he  started  for  the  undeveloped 
West,  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land  on  section  19, 
Palmyra  Township,  for  which  he  paid  111  per  acre, 
he  having  money  with  him.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  brought  his  family  here.  They  came  by 
team  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  the  Lake  to  Toledo, 
which  was  then  a  small  place,  and  there  embarked 
with  his  team  on  a  steamboat  and  thereafter 
traveled  over  the  cottonw^ood  swamp  to  this  coun- 
ty. Of  the  farm  which  he  then  bought  a  part  is 
now  included  in  the  present  home  of  our  subject. 
At  that  time  there  was  a  log  house  on  the  place 
and  a  few  acres  had  been  broken  by  some  emigrant 
with  less  courage,  perhaps,  than  the  one  who  now 
took  it  in  hand. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  after  establishing  his 
family  as  comfortably  as  circumstances  would  per- 
mit in  the  log  house,  commenced  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  his  purchase.  In  the  course  ol 
a  few  years  he  found  himself  the  proprietor  of  a 


('omfortable  homestead,  which  he  occupied  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  his  death  taking  place  on  the 
20th  of  May,  1878.  In  the  meantime  the  first 
primitive  dwelling  had  been  succeeded  by  a  hand- 
some, substantial  brick  residence,  fianked  by  a 
frame  barn,  a  good  orchard  and  the  other  improve- 
ments natui-ally  the  result  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise. A  large  proportion  of  the  land  had  also 
been  l)rought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
elder  Mr.  Underwood  was  a  man  held  in  respect  by 
his  neighbors  and  esteemed  as  one  who  had  con- 
tributed his  (piota  toward  the  development  and 
progress  of  Lenawee  County.  The  mother  was  in 
lier  girlhood  Miss  Anna  Mitchell,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Mitchell,  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her 
birth  took  place  in  1806.  Of  her  union  with  Ed- 
ward Underwood  there  were  born  four  children : 
Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Harvey,  of  Madison 
Township,  this  county;  Lydia  was  unmarried,  and 
died  when  twenty-seven  years  of  age;  Cornelius 
died  when  a  child  seven  years  old,  and  Thomas 
Underwood  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

At  an  early  age  Thomas  Underwood  developed 
those  traits  of  industry  and  enterprise  which  proved 
the  secret  of  his  success  later  in  life.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  clearing  the  farm,  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage.  Then,  with  the 
help  of  his  father,  he  purchased  165  acres  on  sec- 
tion 18,  Palmyra  Township,  twenty  acres  of  which 
was  cleared,  and  upon  it  stood  a  small  frame  house. 
In  this  he  and  his  young  wife  commenced  life  to- 
gether, and  since  that  time  Mr.  Underwood  has 
prospered  in  his  labors  and  has  invested  his  surplus 
capital  in  another  farm  of  seventy-five  acres  on 
section  17.  He  occupied  liis  first  purchase  until 
1878,  then  removed  to  his  present  homestead,  al- 
though he  still  retains  possession  of  the  other  farm. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Underwood  took  place 
March  15,  1849,  the  maiden  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Mary  Comstock,  a  native  of  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Jared  and  Catherine 
(Hall)  Comstock,  who  removed  from  the  Empire 
State  to  this  county  in  1835.  They  located  at  first 
in  Raisin  Township,  but  in  1846  removed  to  Pal- 
myra Township.  They  finally  returned  to  Raisin, 
where  the  father  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life,  his 
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death  occurring  about  1865.  The  mother  subse- 
quently made  her  liorne  witli  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Underwood,  and  passed  away  to  her  rest  in  1882. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock  were  highly  educated  and 
taught  school  some  years  after  their  marriage.  Mrs. 
Thomas  Underwood  was  born  Dec.  22,  1828,  and 
by  her  union  with  our  sul)ject  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children :  EdAvnxd  (of  whom  see 
sketch);  Ella  and  William.  The  latter  was  born 
Aug.  10,  US54,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  near 
Pittsford,  Hillsdale  County;  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  this  county,  and  fin- 
ished at  Adrian  College.  Ella  was  born  Jan.  31, 
1853.,  received  an  academic  education  and  for  a 
time  was  engaged  in  teaching.  81ie  became  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Harve}^  Widne3%  who  was  born  in  De- 
Kalb  County.  Ind.,  March  11,  1841),  and  completed 
his  studies  in-  Adrian  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  honors.  Me  was  installed  as  pastor 
of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  an<l  some  time 
after  located  at  LaMar[)e,  111.,  but  left  the  ministry 
to  assume  charge  of  Gideon  Seminary,  of  which  he 
was  Principal  six  years.  In  188G,  he  became  Princi- 
pal of  Galpin  Academy  at  Excelsior,  Minn.,  which 
position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death,  on  the  25th 
of  August.  1887.  A  widow  and  three  children 
were  tluis  bereft,  the  latter  named  respectively, 
Ilallie  M.,  Edward  U.  and  Elizabeth. 

Could  we  of  the  present  day,  living  as  we  are  in 
comparative  ease  and  comfort  in  the  homes  planted 
by  those  sturdy  pioneers  in  what  was  once  a  wil- 
derness, be  transported  to  like  surroundings  as 
tliey,  our  hearts  would  fail  us  and  w^e  would  give 
up  in  despair.  Their  trials  and  hardships  would  be 
too  great  for  most  of  those  I'eared  in  the  lap 
of  luxury. 


T 


^j^lEOlUiE  A.  JNCiALL,  widely  known  through- 
III  __^  out  Medina  Township,  is  the  owner  of  190 
^^Jjl  acres  of  valuable  land  on  section  16,  which 
is  cultivated  by  himself  and  his  sons,  and  comprises 
one  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads  in  this  part  of 
Lenawee  County.  Mr.  Ingall  came  to  Southern 
Michigan  in  November,  1846,  and  for  a  time  fol- 
lowed his  trade  as  cal)inet-maker,  )nit  as  soon  as  he 


had  secured  sufficient  capital  he  decided  to  embark 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  accordingly  purchased 
a  tract  of  land,  of  which  he  still  retains  possession 
and  which  is  included  in  the  present  farm. 

Mr.  Ingall  is  of  English  birth  and  parentage,  and 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  May  22,  1815, 
at  the  modest  homestead  of  his  parents,  within  sight 
of  Westraton,  jMiddlesex  County.  He  was  reared 
mostly  in  tlie  city  of  J^ondon  and  received  a  liberal 
education.  His  parents,  Charles  and  Sophia  (Kit- 
telbuter)  Ingall,  were  also  of  English  ancestry,  the 
father  born  in  London,  Dec.  16,  1774,  and  the 
motlier  in  Deptford,  Kent  County,  Jan.  4,  177D. 
They  were  married  Eeb.  17,  1798,  and  became  the 
parents  of  eleven  cliildren,  of  whom  George  A.  was 
next  to  the  youngest.  Charles  Ingall,  after  his 
marriage  engaged  in  merchandising  in  London,  and 
amassed  quite  a  little  fortune.  It  is  the  fashion  of 
English  families  to  liave  their  children  become 
masters  of  some  useful  trade,  and  ovu*  subject  was 
therefore  apprenticed  to  a  cai'penter  and  developed 
into  a  builder  of  considerable  skill.  Upon  reaching 
his  majority  he  was  married,  Aug.  22,  1836,  to  a 
maiden  of  his  o'vvn  county.  Miss  Mary  Ann  Hopkins, 
who  was  born  May  1,  1811,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Ann  (Church)  Hopkins,  who  lived 
at  Chilton,  in  Berkshire,  where  they  engaged  in 
a  g  r  i  c  u  1 1  u  ra  1  p  u  r  s  u  i  ts. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingall,  in  less  than  a  month  after 
their  marriage  set  sail  for  America,  arriving  in  New 
York  City  October  18  of  the  same  year.  The}^ 
made  their  home  in  the  metropolis  for  a  period  of 
ten  years,  where  Mr.  I.  carried  on  carpentering  and 
cabinet-making,  and  then  decided  to  seek  the  great 
West.  Upon  reacjhing  this  State,  he  located  in 
Shiawassee  County,  where  he  followed  carpentering 
one  year,  then  took  up  his  residence  in  this  county, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  His  experience  has 
been  similar  to  that  of  the  other  enterprising  men 
who  sought  their  homes  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan 
Territory,  except  that  he  was  obliged  to  contend 
with  the  additional  difficulties  of  beginning  his  farm 
labors  without  experience  and  in  a  strange  country. 
His  industry  and  resolution,  however,  met  with 
their  legitimate  reward,  and  he  long  ago  took  his 
place  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  early  settlers.  His 
valuable  and  well  appointed  homestead  bears  wit- 
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ness  in  the  most  forcible  manner  of  the  extent  to 
which  he  has  labored,  and  the  good  judgment  which 
has  characterized  his  investments. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingall  before  their  removal  from 
New  York  State,  became  the  parents  of  the  children 
recorded  as  follows:  Joseph  was  born  Sept.  28, 
1837,  and  is  now  at  St.  John's,  Mich.;  Sophia  was 
born  Jan.  1,  1840,  and  died  on  the  24th  of  August 
following;  George  A.  was  born  July  10,  1841,  and 
died  Feb.  13,  1843;  Martha  H.  was  born  June  6, 
1843,  and  died  March  24,  1844;  Isabelle  A.  was 
born  Feb.  11,1 846,  and  died  December  1 3  following. 
To  the  little  household  there  were  added  three 
more  children  after  the  removal  of  the  familj^  to 
Michigan:  Maria  A.  was  born  May  13,  1850,  and 
died  March  13,  1853;  Charles  B.  was  born  March 
13, 1853,  and  Frederick  J.,  Sept.  7,  1856.  The  eldest 
son,  Joseph  H.,  was  married  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1861,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Luck;  he  is  a  blackbmith 
and  wagon-maker  by  occupation,  and  the  father  of 
two  children.  Charles  B.  was  married,  Oct.  17. 
1875,  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Graham;  tliey  have  two 
children,  Samuel  and  Maude  Edith,  and  are  liv- 
ing at  the  homestead.  Frederick  J.  married  Miss 
Martha  E.  Diewy,  March  12,  1879;  they  are  living 
in  Medina  Township,  and  have  three  children — 
Ralph  G.,  Harlow  and  Ethel.  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Ingall,  the  mother,  died  at  the  homestead  on  the 
13th  of  May,  1875;  she  was  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  Mr.  I.  is  also  con- 
nected. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Fremont,  and  has  since  loyally  adhered  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Commissioner 
of  Highways  nine  years.  Township  Treasurer  three 
years  and  has  also  officiated  as  Assessor  and  School 
Director.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

JACOB  S.  RINEHART  is  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
residing  on  his  comfortable  homestead  in 
Ogden  Township^  which  he   bought  in  1865 
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on  his  removal  from  West  Virginia.  The 
land  was  timbered  and  without  drainage,  and  had 
hitlierto  been  considered   too  Avet  for  cultivation, 


and  the  probability  is  that  had  his  means  been 
greater  he  would  have  bought  elsewliere.  Now  one 
would  say  while  visiting  his  pleasant  home  and 
viewing  his  beautiful  fields,  that  it  is  fortunate  that 
he  was  once  poor,  as  he  might  have  gone  farther 
and  fared  worse. 

Mr.  Rinehart  was  born  in  Preston  County,  Va., 
Nov.  21,1 83 1 .  His  grandfather,  Thomas  Rinehart, 
it  is  thought  was  born  in  Germany,  or  was  of  Ger- 
man parentage,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  serving  under  Gen.  Washington.  He  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Preston  County,  Va.,  having 
settled  there  while  it  was  yet  a  part  of  Randolph 
County;  he  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  and 
cleared  a  farm,  residing  there  until  his  death.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  also  named  Thomas,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Preston  County,  but  after  l)ecoming 
a  man  went  to  Alleghany,  Md.,  and  there  married. 
After  marriage  he  returned  to  Virginia  and  settled 
in  Preston  County,  buying  a  tract  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land,  where  he  built  a  hewed  log  house  in  which 
Jacob,  our  subject,  was  born.  Mr.  Rinehart  lived 
here  until  1864,  then  disposed  of  his  land,  and  came 
to  Ogden  Township,  this  count3\,  making  his  home 
with  his  children,  but  spending  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  with  our  subject,  until  his  death.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Anna  G.  Bohen;  she 
was  born  in  Maryland  of  German  parentage.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  cliildren. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  of  his  parents 
and  was  reared  on  their  homestead  farm  in  Virginia. 
Wild  auimals  were  plentiful  in  that  x>art  of  Virginia, 
and  in  his  youthful  days  he  hunted  and  killed  much 
game,  and  participated  in  many  a  hunt  for  deer 
and  panthers.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  April  9,  1857,  when  he 
was  united  to  Miss  Delilali  Werner,  who  is  of  Ger- 
man descent.  Her  grandfather,  Lewis  Werner, 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America, 
settled  in  Alleghany  County,  Va.,  and  died  there. 
Her  father,  Casper  Werner,  was  born  in  Germany 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He  married 
in  Pennsylvania,  Miss  Judith  Schultz,  of  German 
ancestry,  and  about  1830  they  moved  to  Preston 
County,  Va.,  and  spent  their  last  days  there. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rinehart  settled  on  a 
farm    near    tlie  old    homestead,    and  resided  there 
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until  1865,  but  times  were  so  hard  that  his  assidu- 
ous labor  brought  him  small  returns,  and  hoping  to 
better  his  condition,  he  sold  out  there  and  came  to 
Lenawee  County,  where  he  settled  in  Ogden  Town- 
ship, as  before  stated.  He  had  barely  enough 
money  to  pay  for  his  land,  but  his  courage  was  good, 
and  he  at  once  erected  a  small  frame  house,  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  means,  and  began  clearing  the 
land.  His  industry  and  untiring  i^erseverance  have 
been  rewarded  with  success  and  prosperity,  as  he 
now  has  his  land  all  cleared  and  has  erected  a  fine 
set  of  buildings.  He  has  purchased  other  land,  and 
now  has  a  fine  farm  of  L30  acres  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rinehart  have  seven  children  liv- 
ing— Alice,  vSavilla  Annie,  Thomas  Edward,  Andrew 
Johnson,  Leo  Pence,  Emma  Louisa  and  George 
Lewis.  William  IL,  their  first  born,  died  at  the 
age  of  eight  years.  The  three  eldest  were  born  in 
Virginia. 
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Tp^,  ALFII  P.  BAKER.  To  say  that  this  gentle- 
IJL^  tleman,  who  is  Postmaster  at  Rome  Center, 
lK%  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  well-known  Lyman  W. 
W^j  Baker,  of  Rome  ^Township,  is  sufficient  to 
recommend  him  to  more  than  a  passing  notice. 
Lyman  W.  Baker,  from  the  time  of  his  first  settle- 
ment in  this  township,  in  the  spring  of  1833,  was 
one  of  its  most  active  and  useful  men.  He  came 
in  before  its  organization,  anrl  during  the  meeting 
held  at  a  logging-bee.  he  was  made  Secretary  and 
instructed  to  write  to  the  President  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  ask  if  the  township  might  organ- 
ize. There  was  soon  received  a  reply  in  the 
affirmative,  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  twent}^- seven 
voters  of  the  township,  Mr.  Baker  proposed  it  to  be 
called  Rome;  David  Smith,  Jr.,  proposed  the  name 
of  Junius.  It  W'as  put  to  vote  b}^  ballot  and  Rome 
had  three  majority.  The  Chairman  declared  the 
township  should  be  called  Rome,  and  Secretarj^ 
Baker  so  informed  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  Baker,  in  1837,  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  continued  in  the  office  until  probably 
1849.  He  subsequently  represented  the  township 
in    the    County    Board  of  Supervisors,  and  for  a 


period  of  thirty  years  was  Postmaster  of  Wolf  Creek. 
He  was  commissioned  twenty  times  as  Notary  Pub- 
lic, and  in  1840,  was  made  Deputy  United  States 
Marshal.  His  career  from  that  time  on  was  one 
eminentlj^  creditable  to  him  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 
In  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  various  offices,  being 
a  man  of  great  industry  and  energy,  he  carried  on 
farming,  and  built  one  of  the  best  homesteads  in 
Rome  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  before  coming  to  the 
West  was  married  in  his  native  county,  Feb.  11, 
1830,  to  Miss  Asenath  S.  Warner,  who  was  born  in 
Phelps,  N.  Y.,  July  12,  1813.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  namely:  Orra  C, 
the  wife  of  B.  C.  Knowles,  of  Adrian ;  Lydia  J., 
Mrs.  George  H.  Lane,  of  Rome  Township;  Ralph 
P.,  our  subject,  and  four  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in  Rome 
Township,  April  12,  1856.  Lyman  W.  Baker  was 
married  a  second  time,  Oct.  22,  1856,  to  Miss  Je- 
rusha  T.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lydia  Hinck- 
ley, of  Johnstown,  this  State,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children — Lyman  W.,  Jr.,  Samuel 
H.,  Douglas  S.,  Grace  A.,  deceased,  and  Lee  H. 
Mrs.  Jerusha  Baker  was  a  native  of  Batavia, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  born  June  1,  1831.  She 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1845,  and 
thereafter  was  a  resident  of  Rome  Township  until 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  1883. 

Ralph  P.  Baker  remained  a  member  of  his  fa- 
ther's household  until  reaching  his  majority,  and 
then  commenced  farming  on  forty  acres  of  land 
which  he  had  secured  from  his  father  on  a  trade. 
He  operated  upon  this  little  farm  until  1873,  then 
purchased  twenty  acres  at  Wolf  Creek,  where  he 
lived  eleven  years;  then,  deciding  upon  another 
change  of  location  and  also  of  occupation,  he  re- 
paired to  Rome  Center,  and  renting  a  storeroom, 
purchased  a  stock  of  dry-goods,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  He 
votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket  and,  like  his 
father  before  him,  maintains  a  lively  interest  in  the 
progress  and  welfare  of  the  township.  About  the 
time  of  starting  out  for  himself  he  provided  him- 
self with  a  wife  and  helpmeet,  being  married,  Dec.  4, 
1858,  to  Miss  Aristeen,  daughter  of  Philo  P.  and 
Emeline  (Dewey)  Phelps.     Mrs.  Baker  was  born  in 
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Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  13,  1844,  and  two 
years  later  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  this 
county.  They  located  in  Rome  Township,  but  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Osceola  County,  where  they 
now  reside.  Mr.  Phelps  when  a  young  man  learned 
the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  followed  about 
twenty-five  years  in  Michigan,  and  then  abandoned 
the  bench  for  farming  pursuits.  He  is  now  about 
sixty- seven  years  of  age.  The  mother  died  vSept. 
3,  1866,  in  New  York  State. 

The  five  children  of  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Baker  are  re- 
corded as  follows :  Rosa  P.  is  the  wife  of  J.  Purchis, 
a  harness-maker  by  trade;  they  live  in  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  and  have  one  child.  Cynthia  M. 
died  Oct.  5,  1879,  when  an  interesting  young  lady 
nearly  twent}^  years  of  age;  Alma  C.  Mrs.  George 
Fuller,  is  the  wife  of  a  merchant  in  Franldin  County, 
and  the  mother  of  two  children;  Helen  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Spangle,  who  is  farming  in  Rome 
Township;  Asenath  W.  and  Daisy  B.  are  at  home 
with  their  parents.  The  children  have  all  been  vvell 
educated  and  four  of  the  daughters  have  frequently 
employed  themselves  in  teaching.  Mr.  Baker  is  an 
uncompromising  Democrat,  politically,  and  was 
among  the  first  appointees  to  the  Postinastership 
under  the  Cleveland  administration. 
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ILLIAM  D.  ARCHER,  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Palmyra  Township,  is  a 
fine  illustration  of  the  self-made  man,  who, 
commencing  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  in  life,  has 
arisen  by  his  own  exertions  to  a  high  position  so- 
cially and  financially.  Nature  provided  him  with 
an  ample  share  of  sound  common  sense  and  good 
judgment,  and  he  has  that  independent  spirit  which 
is  disinclined  to  ask  favors,  choosing  rather  to  rely 
upon  his  own  efforts.  The  result  has  been  that  he 
can  look  around  him  upon  a  good  property,  accu- 
mulated by  the  hand  of  frugality  and  industry,  and 
can  now  enjoy  the  comforts  which  he  has  so  fairly 
earned.  Mr.  Archer,  like  many  of  the  settlers  of 
Lenawee  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  tiie  light  near  the  town 
of  Farmington,  Wayne  County,  May  8,  1819.  His 
father,    John   Archer,     was    born    in    Washington 

m •'  '  ' ■" - — 


County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Mary 
(English)  Archer,  natives  of  Ireland  and  Massachu- 
setts respectively.  James  Archer,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  immigrated  to  this  country  when  a 
young  man,  and  located  in  Washington  County, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

John  Archer  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  which 
he  followed  in  his  native  county  a  few  years.  After 
coming  of  age  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand  for  nearly  ten  years,  during  which  time  the 
highest  wages  he  received  did  not  exceed  $14 
a  month.  His  example  of  closely  applying  him- 
self and  saving  his  earnings,  should  be  an  incen- 
tive to  the  poor  boy  of  to-day,  as  it  plainly  shows 
what  may  be  accomplished  b}^  industry  and  econ- 
omy, and  the  true  road  to  an  easy  competency  in 
his  old  age.  After  a  decade  spent  in  his  native 
county,  Mr.  Archer  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
where  he  resided  until  about  1824.  He  then  pur- 
cliased  a  farm  near  Macedon,  in  the  same  county, 
u])on  Avhich  he  took  up  his  abode  perrnanentl^y,  and 
where  his  death  took  place  in  1875.  He  had  mar- 
ried, in  early  manhood,  Miss  Axie  Warren,  who  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Warren,  who  removed  from  that  State  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  period  in  its  history. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  only  son. 

William  D.  Archer  attended  the  public  schools  of 

his  native  township,    and    when   not   pursuing   his 

studies,  emplo^yed  himself  about  the  farm,  except  on 

the  occasions  when  he  roamed  the  woods  and  fields 

in  quest  of  wild  game.     He  had  inherited  from  his 

father  the  love  of  sport,  kept  well- trained  dogs,  and 

was  dubbed  l)y  the  people  of  that  neighborhood  as 

the  --fox  hunter,"  and  he  is  said  to  liave  killed  more 

foxes  than  any  other  man  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

After  his  marriage   he   purchased  a  farm  near  the 

town  of  Marion,  where  he  resided  until   1854,  then 

decided  to  change  his  location  and  seek  the    West- 

i    ern  country,  which  was  then  holding  out  many  in- 

;    ducements  to  the  enterprising  emigrant. 

I        Southeastern  Michigan  at  that  time  was  attract- 

I    ing  much  attention,  and  Mr.  Archer,  selecting  Lena- 

I    wee  County  for  his  future  field  of  operations,  pur- 

!    chased  a  farm  of  ninety  acres   in  Raisin  Township. 

I   He  cultivated  this  a  few  seasons,  during  which  he 
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Residence  OF  W.  D.  Archer,  Sec.  5.   Palmyra  Township 


Residence  OF  Horace  Holdridge,  Sec.11.  Raisin  Township, 
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prospered,  and  then  invested  his   spare   capital  in 
more   land  until  he  had  a  snug  farm  of    120  acres. 
He  occupied  this  five  years,  and  then  traded   for   a 
farm  one  mile  east  of  the  city  of  Adrian,  in  Palmyra 
Township.     This  latter  he  sold  five  years  later,  and 
then  purchased  his  present  place.     This    comprises 
183  acres,    with  a  commodious  brick  dwelling,   be- 
sides large  barns  and  sheds,  and  all  the  conveniences 
required  by  the  progressive  agriculturist    for   the 
storing  of  grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock.     The  lat- 
ter comprises  Short-horn  cattle,  of  which  he  exhibits 
some  of  the  finest  specimens  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
Mr.  Archer  was  first   married   Oct.  17.   1848,  to 
Miss  Neubelia  Higbee,   who  was  born   in  Palmyra, 
AVayne    Co.,   N.   Y.,   Jan.    29,    1 826,   and   was  the 
daughter  of  Gad  C.  and   Emily  Higbee.     She  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home   in  Palmyia,   May    17, 
1867.     Of  this  union  there  were  born  two  chihiren, 
namely:  Orson  H.,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm,  and 
Henry  C,  who   is  Passenger  Agent   for  the  Texas 
Pacific  &  Missouri  Pacific  Railroads,  at  Dallas,  Tex. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  March,  1872,  was  formerly   Miss    Caro- 
line E.  Calkins,  a  native  of  Palmyra  Township,  and 
the    daughter  of    Lorentus  and   Sophia   Calkins,  a 
sketch    of    whom  appears   on    another    page.       Of 
this  union  there  has   been   born  one   child,   a   son, 
Bayard  T.     Mrs.  Archer  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Palmyra, 
and  is  a  most  estimable  Christian  lady.     Mr.  Archer, 
politically,  is  identified  with  the  Prohibitionists. 

A  view  of  the  handsome  residence  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Archer,  with  all  its  beautiful  surroundings,  is 
given  on  another  page  of  this  Album.  This  fine 
home  is  a  monument  to  the  energy,  industry  and 
self-dependence  of  its  owner,  as  he  has  literally  hewn 
out  his  own  fortune,  and  what  he  possesses  he  owes 
entirely  to  his  own  unflagging  efforts. 
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\1/  OHN  P.  SCHWAB  is  a  well-known  and  re- 
spected representative  of  the  German  ele- 
ment in  our  population  which  has  contrib- 
uted so  much  to  the  advancement  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Lenawee  County.  He  was 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  June  26,  1830,  and  is  the 


son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Ann  (Witt)  Schwab,  the 
former  of  whom  died  when  John  was  fourteen  years 
of  age.  He  remained  in  the  home  of  his  mother  for 
some  years,  and  under  her  influence  acquired  those 
habits  of  thrift  and  honesty  which  conduced  so 
much  to  his  success  in  after  life.  With  this  good 
home  training  he  also  received  the  benefits  of  an 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  village. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Mr.  Schwab  determined 
to  leave  the  Fatherland  and  seek  the  goal  of  so  many 
of  his  countrymen,  with  a  view  to  bettering  his 
fortune.  After  landing  in  the  United  States  he 
made  his  way  to  the  western  part  of  New  York, 
and  settling  near  Rochester,  he  lived  there  three 
years.  He  there  found  the  young  lady  to  whom  he 
v,as  wedded,  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Bern- 
liardt  Miller.  She  was  born  in  Westi)halia,  Ger- 
many, Feb.  3,  1831,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
was  deprived  of  a  mother's  care.  When  she  was 
about  eighteen  years  old  she  came  with  her  father 
to  America,  and  not  4ong  after  her  arrival  was 
married  to  Mr.  Schwab,  the  date  of  the  marriage 
beinii' in  April,  1853.  The  young  couple  sought  a 
new  home  in  Michigan,  as  Mr.  Schwab  thought  he 
could  best  pursue  his  cliosen  life  work  where  the 
soil  was  not  worn  out  l)y  long  years  of  cultivation. 
They  made  their  home  on  section  20  of  Ridge  way 
Township,  wliere  lie  had  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  lias  since  added  sixty  acres.  The 
long  years  of  patient  industry,  wise  economy,  and 
shrewd  management  which  ensued  have  brought 
their  reward  in  a  comfortable  home  ami  a  product- 
ive and  well-tilled  farm. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1878,  a  sad  bereavement 
befell  the  family  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Schwab,  who 
had  faithfully  shared  life's  burdens  with  lier  hus- 
band, and  been  a  true  mother  to  their  children. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  all 
are  living  except  one,  Henry  B.,  who  died  March 
16,  1868.  The  record  of  the  remaining  children  is 
\  as  follows :  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William  Rothdow, 
a  farmer  in  Monroe  County,  Mich. ;  Helen  pre- 
sides over  her  father's  home;  Theresa  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  Hackett,  a  farmer  of  Monroe  County,  and 
formerly  Representative  in  the  Michigan  Legisla- 
ture; Matilda  is  the  overseer  in  the  straw  works  at 
I   Adrian,  Mich;  Frances   lives   with  her   brother-in- 
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law  in  Monroe  County;  Rosa;  John  P.  is  at  home: 
Celia  is  a  Sister,  and  a  teacher  of  music  in  a  con- 
vent at  Gagetown,  Mich.;  Herman  and  Ida  are  at 
home. 

Mr.  Schwab  and  his  family  are  communicants  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  Democratic 
party  of  this  State  has  in  him  a  faithful  supporter, 
while  he  is  at  present  serving  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  in  this  section 
of  countr}^  we  are  pleased  to  present  on  another 
page  of  this  Album  a  view  of  Mr.  Schwab's  resi- 
dence with  its  suroundings. 


GRACE  IIGLD  RIDGE  is  one  of  the  success- 
ful farmers  and  extensive  stock-growers  of 
Lenawee  County.  He  is  at  present  serving 
his  ninth  term  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  Raisin  Township,  and  in  the  admin- 
istration of  affairs  of  this  office  has  given  universal 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  Holdridge  is  a  native  of  Raisin  Township, 
and  was  born  on  the  28th  of  August,  1840.  He 
was  reared  as  farmers'  boys  usually  are,  on  the 
farm  of  his  father,  and  passed  through  the  common 
schools  of  the  district  in  which  he  lived,  acquiring 
habits  of  industry  and  study.  At  a  proper  age  he 
was  placed  as  a  student  in  Adrian  College,  and  was 
among  the  first  to  enter  there  after  the  completion 
of  the  college.  His  parents  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  except  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  Of  this  family  our  subject  is  the 
second  child  and  son ;  all  the  brothers  and  sisters 
are  married  and  well  settled  in  life. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1862,  at  the  residence  of 
the  bride's  uncle,  B.  Ilolloway,  Mr.  Holdridge  was 
married  to  Miss  Adeline,  daughter  of  Edwin  and 
Mar}^  A.  (Seber)  Holloway,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  were  married  at  Lockport,  Niagara  Count}^ 
that  State,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1882,  locating 
on  Government  land  in  Lenawee  County.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  soldier  and  a  scout,  was  taken  pris- 
oner in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  and  died  in  one 
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of  the  rebel  prisons  in  the  South;  the  mother  is  now 
living  in  Eairfield,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs  H. 
was  the  first  daughter  and  second  child.  She  was 
born  in  the  township  of  Raisin,  on  the  Kith,  of 
IMarch,  1840,  and  was  reared  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, receiving  a  good  education  in  the  common 
scliools.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holdridge  have  l)een  born 
two  children,  named  Ellen  R.  and  Clarence  E.  They 
are  well  educated  and  are  skillful  telegraph  opera- 
tors, operating  the  instruments  which  are  in  the 
house,  and  connected  with  150  calls.  The  daugh- 
ter, Ellen,  is  the  wife  of  Archibald  Boyd,  who  is 
pleasantly  located  in  Raisin  Township  on  a  fine 
farm,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Lawrence  K.  and  James  Carroll. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holdridge  es- 
tablished themselves  on  the  farm  which  the^^  now 
occupy,  and  which  was  at  that  time  in  a  very  di- 
lapidated condition.  They  have  since  put  it  in  an 
excellent  state  of  repair  and  cultivation.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holdridge  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which  they  are  liberal  contributors.  Mr.  H.  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  principles,  and  has  been 
chosen  nine  times  as  the  Supervisor  for  this  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Holdridge's  land-holdings  consist  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  11,  besides  seventy-five  acres  on 
section  24,  in  Raisin  Township,  and  u|)on  the  for- 
mer tract  is  located  his  very  beautiful  rural  home, 
which  consists  of  an  elegant  residence,  commodious 
barns  and  other  buildings,  all  of  which  were  erected 
bv  Mr.  Holdridge.  In  the  erection  of  these  build- 
ings the  most  modern  style  of  architecture  was 
adopted,  and  an  eye  for  taste  and  symmetry  was 
given  to  every  detail,  as  may  be  observed  on  ex- 
amination of  the  view  of  the  homestead  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  As  a  farmer  he  is  ranked  among 
tiie  foremost,  and  as  a  stock-grower  he  stands 
among  the  most  i)rogressive.  In  this  branch  of  the 
business  he  makes  a  specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle, 
and  has  for  the  head  of  his  herd  the  first  ''  Duke  of 
Raisin."  He  has  associated  with  him  in  his  stock 
operations  Mr.  (George  Holloway.  of  the  same  town- 
ship, who  is  a  practical  and  enterprising  stockman. 
Mr.  Holdridge  started  his  herd  of  cattle  in  1879, 
and  since  that  time  has  met  with  a  large  measure  of 


^►-i--^ 


i 


$p' 


I 


t 


.4#- 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


547 


success.  His  animals  have  been  exhibited  at  a  num- 
ber of  agricultural  fairs  and  stock  shows,  and  have 
been  awarded  numerous  first  premiums.  The  be- 
ginning of  Mr.  lloldridge's  herd  was  from  the  cattle 
of  William  Curtis  c%  Co.,  of  Hillsdale,  ^Lch.,  which 
have  more  than  a  State  reputation  for  their  quality 
and  thoroughness  of  breeding. 

ff^.^  RS.  JOSEPHINE  E.  JOSLIN,  aresideut  ot 
Woodstock  Towuship,  and  widovv  of  Alvin 
Joslin,  was  born  in  Erie  Couuty,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  30,  1835.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Seth  and  Ann  (Hoag)  Holmes,  who  were  both  na- 
tives of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  re- 
moved to  Erie  County,  in  the  Empire  State,  when 
thev  were  young,  and  resided  there  until  called 
away  by  death.  Her  father,  Seth  Holmes,  was  born 
March  7,  1801,  and  died  Aug.  17,  1885,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four  years;  the  mother  was 
born  Sept.  1,  1803,  and  died  March  25,  1874,  hav- 
ing' attained  more  than  threescore  and  ten  years. 
Mrs.  Joslin  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1858,  Miss  Josephine  E. 
Holmes  was  united  in  matrimony  with  Alvin  Joslin, 
who  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1,  1821. 
He  lived  with  his  parents  in  the  Empire  State  until 
the  fall  of  1834,  when  the  family  removed  to  Michi- 
gan. On  coming  here  the  father  took  up  some 
eighty  acres  of  Government  land,  wiiere  Mrs.  Jos- 
lin now  resides.  The  father  of  the  family,  Willard 
Joslin,  was  born  April  29,  1793,  and  died  in  this 
county,  Sept.  18,  1842.  His  wife,  Sarali  (Wood- 
worth)  Joslin,  was  born  in  June,  1795,  and  died 
April  22,  1853.  Alvin  was  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children  born  to  them,  of  whom  two  daughters  are 
the  only  survivors.  The  family  were  among  the 
very  earliest  pioneers  of  this  section  of  county,  and 
while  he  lived  the  elder  Mr.  Joslin  discharged 
with  unshrinking  energy  the  duties  devolviug  upon 
him  as  a  frontier  citizen.  He  was  an  old-line  Whig 
politically,  a  stanch  supporter  of  Henry  Clay  and 
his  associates. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Alvin  Joslin  took 
charge  of  the  farm,  and  accumulating  a  little  more 
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capital  b}'  his  energy  and  diligence,  he,  in  1850, 
purchased  some  forty  acres  adjoining,  which  he 
added  to  the  original  farm.  Still  another  forty 
was  bought  in  1860.  All  this  was  new  land,  which 
the  boys  were  compelled  to  clear  up  and  improve. 
On  coming  here,  the  father  erected  a  primitive  log 
cnbin,  built  in  the  usual  style,  of  rough  logs,  with 
'•shakes"  made  out  of  bass  wood  logs,  for  a  roof. 
Nails  being  scarce  in  the  new  community,  tlie  roof 
was  weighted  doAvn  with  poles.  When  this  was 
chinked  in  with  mud,  grass  and  chips,  the  family 
thought  it  quite  a  comfortable  shelter.  In  this 
cabin  they  lived  until  1858,  at  which  time  Mr.  Jos- 
lin erected  a  comfortable  house,  where  the  family 
now  reside. 

After  a  continued  residence  in  this  township  of  a 
half  century,  the  old  pioneer,  Alvin  Joslin,  died  at 
his  home,  June  29,  1884.  He  was  one  of  the  brave 
and  stout-hearted  emigrants,  who  came  to  Michigan 
wiiile  it  was  yet  under  Territorial  government,  and 
by  his  i  mi  ate  energy,  sound  judgment,  and  decision 
of  character,  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  de- 
veloping its  resources,  and  establishing  its  civil,  so- 
cial and  religious  institutions.  Such  men  as  he  was 
are  valual)le  in  any  community,  but  much  more  so 
in  the  new^  settlements  on  the  frontier  where  their 
peculiar  characteristics  are  oftenei"  called  into  play. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joslin  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Seth  W.  was 
born  Nov.  21,  1858,  ar.d  married  Miss  Gertie  O. 
Wright,  a.  native  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  who  was 
born  Dec.  12,  1864.  Mrs.  Gertie  O.  Joslin  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Addie  Wright,  who  are 
still  living  at  their  old  home  in  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Seth  Joslin  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Nina  G.,  who  was  born  Jan.  12,  1887.  Charles  C, 
the  second  son  of  Alvin  Joslin,  was  born  April  13. 
18G2;  he  was  married  to  iVHss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Turner,  who  w\as  born  April  25,  1805;  Sarah 
A.,  born  Nov.  4,  l8G4,is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Turk, 
of  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  and  the  mother  of  one 
child;  Theodore  M.,  born  Dec.  21,  1869,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  this  township;  Eben  H.  was 
born  Nov.  19,  1873.  and  died  March  13,  1875  :  Paul- 
ine, born  Oct.  8,  1886,  died  in  infancy;  Alvin,  Jr., 
was  born  June  30,  1880. 

Mrs.  Joslin   is  a  bright,  intelligent   and    quick- 
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wilted  woman  of  considerable  intellectual  abilit}^; 
she  is  the  correspondent  of  the  Adrian  Times, 
and  performs  considerable  literary  labor  for  two 
other  leading  journals.  vShe  is  looked  up  to  by  the 
community  as  a  prominent  leader  in  all  good  works, 
and  is  beloved  by  her  neighbors  for  her  natural 
kindness  of  heart. 
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¥ILLIAM  HAY  DEN.  The  gentleman  of 
whom  we  propose  to  give  a  brief  history  is 
amply  worthy  of  notice  in  a  work  of  this 
kind,  in  which  are  represented  the  ablest  and  most 
enterprising  men  who  came  to  Southern  Michi- 
gan during  its  infancy  and  have  been  chiefly 
instrumental  in  developing  its  resources,  lie  was 
in  his  youth  the  hero  of  adventures  more  than 
ordinarily  interesting,  having  traveled  quite  ex- 
tensively when  travel  was  attended  with  greater 
difficulty  and  danger  than  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  born  in  Springfield,  Otsego  Co., 
N.  Y.,  March  25,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Hezekiah 
Hayden,  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was 
born  June  G,  1777.  The  father  learned  the  trade 
of  a  weaver  and  cloth  dresser  in  his  youth,  and  from 
1811  to  1825,  operated  a  woolen  factory  in  Spring- 
field, N.  Y.,  to  which  point  he  removed  when  set- 
ting out  in  life  for  himself.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
energy  and  decision  of  character,  but  his  labors 
were  cut  short  by  his  death,  which  occurred  in  June, 
1823,  when  he  was  but  forty-six  years  of  age.  In 
October,  1802,  he  married  Miss  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Lucy  Hayden,  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  Will- 
iam of  our  sketch  being  the  tenth  child  and  sev- 
enth son.  The  mother  was  born  in  Windsor,  Conn. 
Dec.  10,  1778,  surviving  her  husband  only  a  few 
weeks,  her  death  taking  place  in  August,  1823. 

William  Hayden,  by  the  death  of  his  parents,  was 
left  an  orphan  when  four  years  old,  and  was  taken 
to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  bound  out  to  an  uncle,  with 
whom  he  remained  three  years,  when  he  returned 
to  New  York  and  lived  with  another  uncle,  in  Gen- 
esee County,  until  reaching  his  majority.  In  1840 
he  commenced  business  for  himself,  purchasing  the 
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shoeshop  and  tannery  of  his  uncle  at  Bennington, 
and  in  conipany  with  a  partner  operated  and  en- 
larged the  business  and  continued  there  until  1846. 
He  then  disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  partner,  M., 
L.  Yosburgh,  and  engaged  in  the  milling  and  lum- 
ber trade  with  his  brother-in-law  for  a  brief  time, 
when  he  went  to  New^  York  City  and  engaged  as  a 
carpenter  in  repairing  and  refitting  vessels  for  sea. 
About  this  time  arose  the  California  gold  excite- 
ment, and  Mr.  Hayden,  being  then  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  joined  a  company  of  twelve  to  make 
the  overland  journey  to  the  Pacific  Slope.  After 
traveling  100  days  and  reaching  the  Platte  River, 
cholera  broke  out-  among  them,  to  which  four  of 
the  party  fell  victims,  among  whom  was  Albert 
Hayden-  the  brother  of  William*.  Tlie  latter  also 
suffered  an  attack  from  the  dread  disease  but  re- 
covered. They  continued  their  journey,  and  when 
near  the  South  Pass  in  the  mountains,  William 
Hayden  and  another  of  the  party  were  attacked 
with  fever,  and,  provisions  being  short,  the  remain- 
der of  the  party  pressed  on  and  left  tlieni  to  per- 
ish. They,  however,  treated  themselves  with  white- 
oak  bark,  borrowing  a  skillet  from  one  Daniel 
Boone,  a  grandson  of  the  old  Kentucky  trapper, 
who  happened  to  be  roaming  over  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  recovered  sufficiently  to  overtake 
their  company,  which  dwindled  down  to  eight  per- 
sons by  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  Sa(;ramento, 
in  September,  having  been  since  February  on  the 
journey. 

Mr.  Hayden  upon  arriving  at  his  destination  en- 
gaged in  mining,  building  and  contracting,  two 
years,  then  took  passage  for  home  via  the  Isthmus. 
Five  days  later  the  steamer  was  wrecked  700  miles 
below  San  Francisco,  but  fortunately  the  passen- 
gers were  all  saved,  and  sixteen  days  later  taken 
on  board  another  vessel.  At  this  time  Mr.  Hayden 
met  with  a  great  misfortune  b}'  the  loss  of  his  car- 
pet bag,  which  contained  nearly  14,000  in  gold,  and 
which  sank  beneath  the  waves  by  the  capsizing  of  a 
boat  in  which  he  was  being  rescued.  He  had  ab- 
solutely nothing  left,  not  even  a  change  of  clothing, 
and  no  money  to  pay  his  fare  home.  Finally,  to 
his  great  relief  the  wife  of  the  Governor  of  Cali- 
fornia started  a  subscription  On  board  the  vessel 
which  was  to  convey  them  to  Panama,  and  the  sum 
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of  $240  was  raised  in  a  very  brief  time.  The 
Isthmus  was  crossed  in  safety,  and  Mr.  Hay  den 
boarded  tho  steamer  for  New  York  City,  but  the 
second  day  out  a  fearful  storm  arose,  and  the  ves- 
sel w^as  obliged  to  put  into  Kingston  for  repairs. 
While  oft  Cape  llatteras  one  of  the  boilers  biu'st, 
and  the  vessel  took  lire;  the  flames  were  finally 
subdued,  however,  and  with  one  wheel  and  one  en- 
gine the  ill-fated  craft  finally  reached  port  about 
midnight,  Aug.  20,  1851. 

Mr.  Hay  den  now,  after  a  brief  rest  in  his  native 
town,  sought  the  West,  and  in  the  fall  of  1851, 
coming  to  Jackson,  this  State,  purchased  from  his 
brother,  Henry  A.,  the  Vandercook  Mills,  which  he 
operated  successfully  three  years.  Subsequently, 
in  partnership  with  Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Hayden, 
he  embarked  in  milling  for  another  three  years  at 
that  point,  and  then  purchased  the  Globe  Mills  of 
Tecumseh,  the  fame  of  which  soon  extended 
throughout  the  State,  and  which  became  the  most 
successful  institution  of  the  kind  in  Southern  Michi- 
gan. Two  years  later  they  commenced  shipping 
flour  to  Ireland  as  w^ell  as  other  points,  chartering 
a  vessel  for  transportation  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Flay  den,  in  1882,  purchased  a  large  stave  and  head- 
ing factory,  by  which  means  he  was  enabled  to 
manufacture  his  own  barrels.  Although  losing  two 
factories  of  this  kind  by  fire,  he  quickly  recovered 
his  losses.  Albert  Flayden,  the  uncle  of  our  sub- 
ject, died  in  Tecumseh,  April  10,  1877;  his  remains 
were  taken  to  Connecticut  and  laid  in  the  old 
burial  ground  at  Windsor,  wdiere  repose  the  bodie 
of  the  Ilaydens  for  six  generations.  William  Hay- 
den is  in  possession  of  the  genealogy  of  his  family 
from  1630  to  1859.  In  1630  the  first  represent- 
ative of  the  family,  also  William  Hayden  by  name, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  and  from  him  have  descended  all  the  Hay- 
dens  in  America. 

William  Hayden,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1856, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  Alonzo  and  Asenath  Hosmer,  of  Parkman, 
Geauga  Co.,  Ohio.  Their  first  residence  after 
their  marriage  was  in  Michigan,  and  there  all  their 
eight  children  were  born.  Emilj^  M.,  the  eldest 
daughter,  died  Aug.  2,  1863,  when  less  than  six 
years  old ;  William  H.  and  Albert  S. ;  one  officiates 


as  his  father's  clerk  in  the  office  at  the  Globe  Mills, 
and  the  other  is  at  Milan,  superintending  the  factory. 
The  others  are  named  res|)ectively,  Clara  B.,  Lizzie 
F.,  S.  Mabel,  Levi  C.  and  J.  Marvin;  they  are 
mostly  residents  of  Tecumseh. 

Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Hayden  was  born  in  Turkman, 
Ohio,  May  22,  1830.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Mid- 
dle Haddam,  Comi.,  was  born  Feb.  9,  1792,  and 
died  in  Farkman,  Ohio,  Dec.  28,  1876.  His  wife, 
Asenath,  was  l)orn  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  Sept.  5,  1803, 
and  died  at  the  family  residence  at  Farkman,  Ohio, 
April  20.  1863.  The  family  was  well  and  favorably 
known  in  Geauga  County,  where  the  father  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  many  years. 
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(^UGUSTUS  W.  SLAYTON,  one  of  the 
.  (jpwj[|    most  capable  business   men  of  Tecumseh, 

llfu^  is  a  wholesale  dealer  in  lumber,  baled  hay, 
(g|'  etc.,    with    his    business    office    located  on 

Chicago  street.  He  is  of  that  age  and  temperament 
which  develop  the  greatest  usefulness  and  energies 
of  a  man's  life,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all 
matters  connected  with  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  his  town.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Tecumseh 
since  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  coming  with  his 
parents  from  his  native  State  of  New  York,  where 
he  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  Dec.  9,  1843. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  son  of  Jairus  P.  and 
Mary  A.  (Fowler)  Slayton,  who  became  residents 
of  the  Empire  State  and  continued  there  until  their 
son  had  nearly  reached  manhood,  and  substantially 
had  completed  his  education.  Upon  coming  to 
Tecumseh,  however,  he  took  an  additional  course 
in  the  High  School  here  and  had  already  developed 
more  than  ordinary  business  qualifications.  Upon 
the  outbreak  of  the  late-  war,  he  laid  aside  his  plans 
for  the  future  and  enlisted  in  Company  E,  18th 
Michigan  Infantry,  being  sent  first  wath  his  regiment 
to  Lexington,  Ky.  Their  time  was  principally 
occupied  in  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  until  be- 
ing ordered  to  the  vicinity  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Young  Slayton  subsequently  saw  considerable  fight- 
ing and  acquitted  himself  in  a  very  creditable  man- 
ner so  that  he  in  due  time  was  promoted  to  Second 


*t- 


550 


LENAWEP]  COUNTY. 


4 


•►-ll-*- 


Lieuteiuiiit,  Batteiy  A,  Second  United  States  Col- 
ored Artillery.  Six  months  later  he  was  promoted 
Adjutant  of  all  the  nrtillery  at  Nashville,  retain- 
ing this  rank  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Apj)o- 
mattox  and  his  honorable  discharge  in  March,  18()(). 

Lieut.  Slajton  upon  retiring  from  the  array  at 
once  repaired  to  Detroit,  and  entered  the  Business 
College  of  Bryant  &  Stratton,  where  he  took  a  full 
course  and  subsequently  accepted  tfie  position  of 
clerk  in  an  extensive  lumber-3^ard.  Some  montlis 
later  he  put  up  a  planing-mill  at  Tecumseh,  in  con- 
nection with  a  1)1  ind,  door  and  sash  factory,  near 
the  Lake  Shore  depot,  which  he  operated  success- 
fully for  ten  years.  Upon  selling  out  he  embarked 
in  the  wholesale  lumber  trade  and  the  manufacture 
of  furniture,  which  he  carried  on  until  1888,  when, 
disposing  of  the  furniture  department  he  continued 
the  lumber  business  on  a  larger  scale  than  ever.  His 
transactions  consist  principally  of  contracts,  and 
during  the  past  year  he  has  furnished  the  material 
for  forty-six  sawmills  operating  mostly  in  bass- 
wood  lumber.  He  is  now  familiarl}^  known  in 
Northern  Michigan  as  the  "  Basswood  King."  The 
product  of  the  mills  finds  ready  sale,  mostly  at  De- 
troit, from  which  it  is  shipped  after  being  manu- 
factured into  the  lighter  articles  of  trade.  Mr. 
Slayton  has  the  personal  supervision  of  his  business, 
visiting  at  stated  periods  the  different  points  from 
which  he  receives  orders  and  which  altogether  hfui- 
dle  about  eighteen  carloads  of  lumber  per  month. 
He  gives  employment  to  280  men  and  sixty  teams, 
and  forms  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the  de- 
velopment of  Southeastern  Michigan,  contributing 
very  materially   to  its   reputation    and    prosperity. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  a  Detroit 
lady,  Miss  Cynthia  Goodwin,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  that  eity,  Sept. 
22,  1870.  Mrs.  Slayton  was  born  June  28,  1850,  in 
Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Seth 
and  Polly  Goodwin,  well-known  residents  of  De- 
troit and  people  of  standing  in  their  community. 
The  two  children  of  this  union  are  Earl  G.,  who  was 
born  May  19,  1877,  and  Ethel  V.,  Sept.  12,  1884. 
The  family  residence  is  a  fine  structure,  pleasantly 
located,  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slayton 
are  numbered  by  the  score.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers  of    the    Preshyterian    Church.     Our    subject,   j 


politically,  votes  with  the  Prohibition  partly.  He 
is  Director  of  the  Michigan  Flooring  and  Handle 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Summit  City,  this  State, 
and  also  Secretary  and  Director  of  the  Tecumseh 
Celery  Company.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A. 
R.,   having  its  headquarters  at  Tecumseh. 
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/^  HARLES  W.    GREENLEAF.     One  of  the 
(if  most  beautiful  farms  in  Cambridge  Town- 

^^^>/  ship  is  located  near  the  village  hmits,  and 
there  is  not  a  more  attractive  spot  in  the  northwest- 
ern portion  of  Lenawee  County.  The  dwelling, 
one  of  the  most  elegant  and  commodious  in  the 
township,  was  put  up  in  1874,  and  is  supplied  with 
all  the  luxuries  and  conveniences  of  the  modern 
country  home.  The  barns  and  out-buildings  are  a 
fit  embellishment  to  the  farm  and  the  dwelling,  and 
the  well-kept  live  stock,  together  with  all  the  other 
signs  of  comfort  about  the  premises,  form  a  picture 
truly  delightful  to  the  eye. 

Mr.  Greenleaf  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lenawee 
County,  having  come  to  this  section  with  his  father 
in  the  spring  of  1836.  He  was  then  but  a  young 
child,  having  been  born  Jan.  29,  1832,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Mexico,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.  His  father, 
John  Greenleaf,  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  learned  carpentering  when  a  young  man, 
which  he  followed  in  the  old  Granite  State  a  few 
years,  and  thence  removed  to  Oneida  County,  N. 
Y.  There  near  the  town  of  Harris,  he  was  married, 
April  2,  1818,  to  Miss  Susan  Avrill,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  of  New  England  ancestry. 
Her  father's  famil}'  removed  to  New  York  State 
when  she  was  a  young  woman,  and  the  parents 
there  spent  the  balance  of  their  days. 

After  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Greenleaf 
settled  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  re- 
mained until  after  the  birth  of  seven  children. 
One  child  died  there.  In  1836  they  determined 
upon  a  change  of  location,  and  started  with  their 
bttle  family  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  travel- 
ing laboriously  after  the  manner  of  those  days,  by 
lake  schooner  to  Detroit,  and  from  there  across  the 
country  by  teams  to  this  county.  The  father  pur- 
chased  land  on  section  28,  which   was  then   an  al- 
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most  unbroken^  wilderness,  and  moved  his  family 
into  the  house  which  was  built  when  he  came  here 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  Then  John  (jreenleaf 
commenced  to  fell  the  trees  around  his  home,  iiud 
to  prepare  the  soil  for  cultivation.  1 1  is  industry 
met  with  its  reward  in  due  time,  and  he  found  him- 
self surrounded  by  the  comforts  for  which  he  had 
labored.  The  mother  passed  away  at  tlie  home- 
stead in  1857,  aged  nearly  fifty-eight  years.  John 
(ireenleaf  was  subsequently  married  again,  and  ]'e- 
moved  to  the  village  of  Quincy  in  Branch  County, 
where  he  died  May  18,  1872,  when  nearly  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  He  was  a  very  intelligent  .nnd 
capable  man,  uiiright  in  his  dealings  with  his  neigh- 
bors, and  with  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
a  member  of  long  and  good  standing  m  the  iMeth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a  Eepublican  in 
[)olitics,  having  been  a  member  of  that  party  since 
its  organization. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Cam- 
bridge Township,  and  continued  a  member  of  the 
parental  housdiold  until  reaching  his  majority. 
He  then  set  out  for  himself,  working  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do,  and  when  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  was  married,  July  5,  1856,  to  jMiss  Ann  JM., 
daughter  of  George  and  Jane  (Ousted)  Sheeler, 
who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  father  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheeler  were 
also  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  county, 
coming  to  Michigan  Territory  in  May,  1830.  Mrs. 
Greenleaf  was  born  in  Newton  Township,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  Sept.  25,  1834,  and  was  consequently 
but  two  years  of  age  upon  coming  to  this  county. 
Her  father  built  up  a  good  homestead  on  section 
20  in  Cambridge  Township,  clearing  120  acres  of 
land,  and  tilling  the  soil  in  a  judicious  manner  so 
that  it  yielded  bountifully.  He  is  yet  living  at  the 
old  home,  and  is  now  past  eiglity-three  years  of 
age.  The  mother  died  on  the  27th  of  June,  1884, 
aged  seventy-five  years.  Mrs.  G.  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth  of  their  ten  children,  five  sons  and 
five  daughters,  seven  of  whom  are  living  and  resi- 
dents mostly  of  this  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greenleaf  there  were  born  two 
children  only,  both  still  living.  The  eldest,  a  son, 
George  W.,  married  Miss  Ida  A.  Kane,  and  is  farm- 
ing in  Rome  Township;  he  has  two  children — Ethel 


M.  and  Bessie  A.  Cakvallo  L.  married  Miss  Biz- 
zie  Rise,  and  continues  with  his  father  at  the  home- 
stead;  they  have  one  child,  a  son,  MindretC.  Mr. 
(xreenleaf,  politically,  is  a  solid  Prohibitionist.  He 
has  held  the  various  local  offices,  and  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  the  last  six  3^ears.  Sociallj^, 
lie  is  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  No.  169,  of 
Brooklyn,  Mich.,  and  is  Steward  in  the  Grange 
Lodge  at  Ousted.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  P.  of  H.,  and  Mrs.  G.  is  School  Director  in  her 
district. 


ALEB  BATES  came  to  Rome  Township  in 
the  spring  of    1835,  and  located  upon   sec- 

^<^  turn  10,  where  he  has  since  resided  and 
opened  up  a  valuable  farm.  His  early  home  was  in 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  wliere  he  was  born  Nov.  8, 
1821,  on  the  farm  of  his  fatlier,  Daniel  Bates,  who 
was  a  native  of  Pownal,  Vt.,  and  was  born  Aug.  8, 
1800.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Stephen  Bates, 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  after  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Colonies  was  established,  settled  in  Lis- 
bon, Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  lived  there  until  1811, 
then  sold  out  and  purchased  a  farm  of  the  Holland 
Land  Company,  in  Erie  County,  where  he  lived  un- 
til his  death,  in  1850,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his 
age. 

Daniel  Bates  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  up  the 
farm,  and  lived  in  Erie  County  until  eighteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  commenced  farming  for  himself. 
He  took  an  "article"  for  some  land,  and  after  living 
upon  it  ten  years,  sold  his  "chance"  for  $400,  and 
purchased  another  farm  near  the  town  of  Clarence, 
that  same  county,  which  he  occupied  until  1835. 
Then  selling  out  he  came  to  Michigan  Territory,  and 
l)urchased  200  acres  of  unimproved  land  on  section 
10,  in  Rome  Township.  Upon  this  a  log  shanty  had 
been  erected,  the  onl\^  attempt  at  settlement.  Mr. 
Bates  felled  the  trees  and  cleared  this  land,  then 
added  to  it  until  he  was  the  owner  of  520  acres. 
In  the  meantime  he  put  up  a  good  frame  dwelling, 
with  barns  and  sheds,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
thrifty  and  useful  men  of  that  section.  In  addition 
to  the  building  up  of  his  own  homestead,  he  took  a 
lively  interest  in  every  enterprise  calculated  to  bene- 
fit his  township  and  county,  and  assisted  in  laying 
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out  roads,  building  l)ridges,  school-houses  and 
churches,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power  labored 
to  advance  tlie  social  and  material  interests  of  the 
people  about  him.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1878,  being  quite  aged,  and 
passing  gradually  away  without  pain  and  without 
apparent  disease. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Priscilla  Cole,  was  born  in  Lisbon,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  4,  1801.  She  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  Bates 
Oct.  11,  1818.  Her  father,  a  native  of  Providence, 
E.  I.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  afterward  settled  in  Western  New  York,  whence' 
he  removed  later  to  this  count} ,  and  died  in  Rome 
Township  in  1844.  The  mother  of  Grandfather 
Bates  was  a  descendant  of  the  Winslows  who  came 
over  in  the  Mayflower.  The  parental  household  of 
our  subject  included  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  years.  The  later  descendants  em- 
brace twenty-seven  grandchildren  and  ten  great- 
grand-children. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a.  youth  of  four- 
teen years  when  his  father  came  to  this  count}', and 
he  remained  at  home  until  tw^enty-three  years  of 
age.  In  1844  occurred  the  first  important  event 
of  his  life,  namely,  his  marriage  with  Miss  Malintha 
Powell,  who  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  9,  1824.  Her  father,  Stephen  Powell,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
during  his  early  manhood,  and  thence  removed  to 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  182:). 
He  was  then  married,  and  settled  first  in  Genesee 
County,  wdiere  he  was  burnt  out,  and  then  sold  his 
farm  and  once  more  took  up  his  residence  in  Or- 
leans County.  After  one  or  two  removals,  he,  in 
1845,  left  the  Empire  State  and  came  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  Seneca  Township,  this  county,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
eighty-nine  years  old. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Bates  was  Miss  Margaret 
Norton,  of  New  York  State,  daughter  of  Seba  Nor- 
ton, whose  father,  Caleb  Norton,  a  native  of  France, 
came  from  that  country  to  America  during  the 
French  and  Indian  War,  and  w^as  killed  in  battle  in 
1763.  Seba  Norton,  Jr.,  also  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  died  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
when  eighty-two  years  old.     His  wife  survived  him 


and  lived  to  be  eighty-eight.  He  was  a  sharp- 
shooter during  his  military  career,  and  afterward 
served  as  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  forty 
years. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  married  in  Cat- 
taraugus County,  N.  Y.,  and  soon  afterward  came 
to  their  new  home  in  this  county,  which  comprised 
a  farm  given  our  subject  by  his  father.  Upon  this 
eighty  acres  the  young  people  settled,  and  Mr. 
Bates  turned  his  attention  to  the  building  up  of  a 
homestead.  He  added  to  his  real  estate,  and  became 
the  owner  of  170  acres,  all  of  which  he  has  brought 
to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  is  the 
source  of  a  comfortable  income.  Mr.  Bates  usually 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  lays  no  claim 
whatever  to  being  a  politician.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  the  affairs  connected  with  the  progress 
of  the  township,  and  served  as  Highway  Commis- 
sioner six  years.  Drain  Commissioner  four  years, 
besides  serving  as  School  Director  and  Assessor  sev- 
eral years.  The  famil}^  are  all  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church. 

The  eldest  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates,  Daniel 
P.,  was  born  at  the  farm  where  they  now  live,  July 
17,  184o,  and  died  on  the  23d  of  February,  1887. 
He  had  been  married  to  Miss  Emily  Stearns,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter. 
The  widow  is  now  living  in  Adrian.  Juliet  was 
born  Oct.  13,  1846,  and  became  the  wife  of  Irvin 
Sayers,  a  native  of  Seneca  Township,  and  who  was 
born  Nov.  9,  1847.  The  father  of  Mr.  S.  came  to 
Michigan  fr(>m  the  Empire  State,  in  1837,  and  car- 
ried on  farming  the  balance  of  his  life.  Elnora  P. 
is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Hood,  and  they  live  on  a 
farm  near  the  old  homestead.  The  two  children  of 
Irvin  Sayers  are  both  boys:  Arthur  P.,  born  Feb.  8, 
1875,  and  Halsey  C,  July  2,  1877. 
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^?  OHN  C.  PORTER.  The  Porter  family,  dur- 
ing the  Colonial  days,  was  distinguished  for 
its  patriotism,  and  the  paternal  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  lost  his  life  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  while  assisting  in  the  protec- 
tion of  goods  and  property  from  the  ravages  of  the 
British.    His  son,  Lewis  P.,  upon  reaching  manhood 


»»#^»^  ^§  -*^€ 


i 


t 


m^4- 


■ 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


553     i  i 


settled  in  Seneca  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  and  was  tliere 
married  to  Miss  Thirza  Cole.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  the  latter  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  em- 
ployed by  the  Government;  later  in  life  he  also 
settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  not  far  from  the 
home  of  Lewis  Porter.  The  latter  and  his  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  there,  the  father 
dying  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  and  the 
mother  in  1867,  aged  seventy  years. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  three 
boys  and  three  girls,  of  whom  John  C.  was  the  sec- 
ond born.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
June  24,  1822,  and  was  graduated  from  the  district 
school,  after  which  he  spent  a  term  at  the  academy 
in  Ovid.  He  had  chosen  farming  for  his  calling, 
and  upon  setting  out  in  life  for  himself,  was  mar- 
ried, Sept.  11,  1844,  to  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of 
Sylvester  and  Sarah  (Cole)  King,  natives  of  New 
Jersey  and  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  respectively. 
Her  parents  settled  in  the  latter  county  after  their 
marriage,  where  the  mother  died  in  1885,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  Mr.  King  is  still  living, 
making  his  home  with  a  grandson  at  the  homestead, 
and  is  now  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Porter  was  the  eldest.  She  was  born 
in  New  York,  Dec.  12,  1824,  and  after  completing 
her  studies  in  the  common  school,  attended  Groton 
Academy,  in  Cayaga  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  came  to  Michigan  imme- 
diately after  their  marriage,  and  our  subject  pur- 
chased a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship, but  a  few  acres  of  which  were  cleared.  In 
September,  1844,  they  moved  into  their  new  house, 
and  Mr.  Porter  subsequently  added  to  his  real 
estate  by  the  purchase  of  240  acres  in  the  same 
township,  w^here  now  stands  the  elegant  dwelling 
which  is  the  admiration  of  all  the  country  around. 
The  buildings  adjacent  are  in  keeping  with  the 
residence,  and  the  farm,  beautifully  located,  forms 
one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  that  section  of 
country.  Mr.  Porter  has  omitted  nothing  to  beau- 
tify and  enhance  the  value  of  his  property,  and  i\t 
the  same  time  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the 
growth  of  the  township  generally.  The  Porter 
household  in  due  time  included  four  children: 
Francis  H.,  who  is   now    deceased;  Sylvester   K., 
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who  married  Miss  iMelissa  Rorick ;  they  have  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Anna  Lou.  Mary  S.  is  the  wife 
of  Mark  C.  Rorick,  and  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren— John  B.,  Myrtle  and  Maude;  Hattie  is  the 
wife  of  Leroy  W.  Rorick,  of  Seneca,  and  has  two 
children — Nellie  and  Cosper. 

Mr.  Porter  represented  Seneca  in  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  two  terms  and  has  been  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  ten  years.  He  was  Postmaster  for 
a  period  of  eighteen  years,  during  which  time  he 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  in  a  highly  cred- 
itable manner.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Henry  Clay,  and  now  votes  the  Republican 
ticket. 

Mr.  Porter  made  the  most  of  his  early  advan- 
tages, and  was  engaged  as  school  teacher  in  his  na- 
tive county  before  coming  to  the  West.  Both  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  greatly  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  temperance  cause,  and  have  been  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church. 
Sociall3^  Mr.  P.  belongs  to  Fruit  Ridge  Grange  and 
the  Pioneer  Club,  the  latter  of  which  was  regularly 
organized  Aug.  13,  1835,  although  having  held 
meetings  previously,  and  Mr.  Porter  was  elected 
its  first  President. 


WARRE] 
neers 
..   ..      all  no 


BARREN  GILBERT,  one  of  the  early  pio- 
of  Lenawee  County  and  prominent  in 
all  good  works,  has  been  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  public-spirited  men  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  His  highlj'  cultivated  farm  of  eighty 
acres  is  pleasantl}^  located  on  section  32,  in  Rome 
Township,  and  the  family  residence  is  a  handsome 
and  substantial  building,  flanked  by  a  good  barn 
an  orchard  of  choice  fruit  trees,  and  all  the  other 
accessories  of  the  modern  homestead.  Our  subject 
took  possession  of  this  property  in  the  spring  of 
1859,  and  the  indications  are  that  he  has  spent  few 
idle  hours  and  no  small  sum  of  money  for  the  em. 
bellishment  of  his  home  and  the  enhancement  of 
its  value. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  born  in  Greenfield  Township, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  1,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of 
Truman  Gilbert,  whose  father  came  from  England 
during  the  Colonial  days  and  died  in  Connecticut 
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at  an  advanced  age.  His  son  Truman  was  born  and 
reared  in  Connecticut,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
Ohio  and  died  there  in  Sandusky  County  when 
seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Truman  Gilbert  in  early 
manhood  married  Miss  Jane  McKelvey,  whose  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Ireland.  The  wedding  took 
place  in  Ohio,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  deceased;  the 
mother  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years. 

The  subject  of  this  record  continned  with  his 
parents  until  reaching  his  majority,  in  the  meantime 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  school  and 
becoming  familiar  with  farm  pursuits.  At  tlie  age 
of  twenty-one  he  took  possession  of  thirty  acres  of 
land  which  he  had  already  purchased,  and  cultivated 
the  soil  for  three  years,  after  which  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  occupied 
eleven  years.  He  then  determined  upon  a  change 
of  location,  and  coming  to  this  county,  purchased 
his  present  farm,  upon  which  he  has  brought  about 
vast  improvements  and  put  up  most  of  the  build- 
ings. The  lady  who  has  shared  his  fortunes  for  the 
last  forty-four  years  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Mi- 
nerva, daughter  of  Simeon  and  Meribah  (George) 
Root.  The  latter  were  natives  of  Vermont,  whence 
the}^  emigrated  to  Ohio  about  1816,  during  the 
early  settlement  of  Huron  County.  From  there, 
in  1851,  they  came  to  this  State,  and  purchasing 
land  in  Rome  Township,  continued  here  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  Mr.  Root  passed  away  in 
1870,  aged  eighty-four  3^ears,  and  his  wife  about 
1868,  aged  seventy -six.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children  who  lived  to  mature  years  and  five  are 
yet  living.  Simeon  Root,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Gilbert,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Mount- 
ain State,  which  he  left  when  a  young  man  and 
settled  in  New  York,  where  his  death  took  place  in 
the  city  of  Syracuse. 

Mrs.  Minerva  Gilbert  was  born  in  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  Sept.  21,  1826,  and  was  trained  in  all  house- 
wifely duties  by  her  excellent  mother,  receiving  a 
common-school  education  and  continuing  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  Her  union  with  our 
subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  re- 
corded as  follows:  Adelbert  W.  was  born  ejan.  8, 
1845,  and  died  in  infancy;  Frank  S.  was  born  Nov. 
1,  1847,  and  married  Miss  Isabella  Nye;  he  is  in- 


terested  in  a  gas  well  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where 
he  resides,  and  has  four  children.  Austin  B.  was 
born  May  6,  1849,  and  married  Miss  Emma  San- 
ders; they  are  living  on  a  farm  near  Saginaw,  and 
are  the  parents  of  three  children.  Cliarles  W.  was 
born  Dec.  21,  1851,  and  married  Miss  Esther  Mc- 
Math:  they  are  living  at  the  old  homestead  and 
have  two  children. 

Mr.  Gilbert  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  on  the 
side  of  the  old  Whig  party,  but  since  1864  he  has 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  P]piscopal  Church  for  a  period 
of  forty-seven  years,  during  which  time  he  has 
w^orked  actively  in  the  Sunday-school  and  given 
cheerfully  both  of  his  time  and  means  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  society.  Mrs.  Gilbert  also  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  an  early  age, 
and  has  been  an  active  and  consistent  member 
forty-eight  years. 
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M.  BATES  is  a  leading  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  the 
county,  and  was  born  in  Rome  Township, 
Oct.  6,  1849.  His  grandfather,  Daniel 
Bates,  was  born  in  Pownal,  Bennington  Co.,  Vt., 
Aug.  8,  1800,  but  removed  with  his  father,  Stephen 
Bates,  who  was  an  old  Revolutionary  hero,  to  New 
Lisbon,  in  the  county  of  Otsego,  N.  Y.,  when  he 
was  quite  a  small  child.  Stephen  Bates  resided  in 
Otsego  County  until  1811,  when  he  removed  to 
Erie  County  in  the  same  State,  where  he  continued 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1850.  Here 
Daniel  Bates  was  brought  up  and  assisted  his  father 
in  clearing  up  his  new  farm,  making  it  his  residence 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
Starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  took  an  "article" 
for  some  land,  and  lived  upon  it  ten  years,  when  he 
sold  out  his  right  for  some  $400,  and  removed  to 
the  town  of  Clarence,  where  he  lived  until  1835. 
During  that  year  he  disposed  of  his  property  there 
and  coming  to  Michigan,  purchased  200  acres  of 
land  of  Job  Comstock  on  section  10,  in  Rome 
Township.  This  was  all  new  land  with  a  log  shanty 
upon  it  with  shake  roof  and  split  log  floor.  Mr. 
Bates  cleared  up  his  purchase  and  added  to  it  until 
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he  owner!  some  e52()  acres,  and  built  a  good  frame 
house  with  barns  and  sheds.  He  was  a  sturdy,  hon- 
est,'energetic  man,  a  thrifty  farmer  and  a  most  ex- 
cellent citizen.  He  svrs  always  alive  to  every  en- 
terprise that  would  benefit  the  town  or  county,  as- 
sisting in  cutting  roads,  building  bridges,  erecting 
I  school-houses  and  churcheji,  and  ad  vancing  the  social 
f  and  material  interests  of  the  community'.  He  died 
I  here  Jan.  13,  1878.  In  religions  belief  lie  was  a 
I  Baptist,  having  united  with  the  church  in  1832, 
i  and  always  lived  a  Christian  life,  passing  away 
I    peacefully  at  the  close. 

I  Daniel  Bates,  Oct.  11,  1818,  married  Miss  Pris- 
I  cilia  Cole,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Peleg  Cole, 
I  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  had  nine  chil- 
!  dren,  Winslow,  the  father  of  our  subject,  being  the 
I  eldest.  Mrs.  Priscilla  Bates  was  born  in  Lisbon, 
I  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  4,  1801.  Her  father  was 
j  a  native  of  Providence,  R.  L,  born  in  1759,  and 
I  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  1813 
I  he  removed  tf)  Erie  County,  where  he  resided  many 
I  years.  He  died  in  Rome,  this  county,  in  1844. 
I  His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  the  Winslows,  who 
I  came  to  this  country  in  the  Mayflower. 
I  Winslow  Bates  resided  with  his  parents  until  he 
f  was  twenty -three  years  of  age,  coming  to  Michigan 
I  with  them  in  1835.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer, 
I  and  was  a  genuine  pioneer,  having  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  up  the  farm.  When  he  first  lo- 
cated within  the  limits  of  Rome  Township,  settlers 
were  but  few  and  far  between,  and  a  few  log  shan- 
ties were  the  only  buildings.  In  politics  Winsh)vv 
Bates  was  an  enthusiastic  Republican  after  the  or- 
ganization of  this  party,  and  has  filled  the  office  of 
Highway  Commissioner  almost  continuousl^y  sinc^e 
1854.  He  served  also  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
one  term.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lusina  Sweet,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1843.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Lydia  Sweet,  of  Cold- 
water,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winslow 
Bates  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  recorded  as 
follows:  One  unnamed  died  in  infancy;  Lydia  P., 
born  April  4,  1845,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Pearson, 
of  Adrian;  Mary  E.,  born  Feb.  15,  1848,  married 
Oliver  H.  Beach,  of  Rome  Center;  P.  M.,  of  our 
sketch,  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  E.  Madora 
was  born  June  4,  1852,  and  is  the  wife  of  Fred  A. 


Knight,  of  Rome;  Daniel  W.,  born  Oct.  27,  1854, 
is  at  home,  also  Ruth  E.,  born  Feb.  7,  1857. 

P.  M.  Bates  remained  at  home  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  attending 
school  in  the  meantime,  both  in  his  district  and  at 
the  college  in  Adrian,  in  which  latter  institution  he 
spent  some  three  j  ears.  Returning  home,  he  gave 
most  of  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  farm 
which  his  father  gave  him.  Being,  however,  of  an 
enterprising  disposition  and  of  considerable  mer- 
cantile ability,  he  in  1881 ,  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  a  store  at  Rome  Center,  which  was  operated  as  a 
partnership  concern  until  1  884,  when  he  purchased 
the  entire  interest  and  is  now  operating  the  busi- 
ness alone. 

P.  M.  Bates  and  Miss  Emily  Smith,  daughter 
of  David  Smith,  Jr.,  entered  into  a  matrimonial  alli- 
ance Dec.  25,  1872.  The}^  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Florence  M.,  who  was  born  Jan.  12,  1874.  In 
religion  Mr.  Bates  is  a  strict  Baptist,  and  has  been 
Deacon  of  his  church  for  several  years.  His  activ- 
ity in  the  Sunday-school  work  connected  with  the 
church  is  proverbial.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  in  behalf  of  which  he  has 
done  ver}'  affective  work.  He  has  been  elected  to 
several  minor  offices  in  the  township,  and  has  each 
time  had  a  fair  majorit}^  running  fifty  or  more 
ahead  of  his  ticket,  showing  his  personal  popularity 
where  he  is  best  known. 

In  addition  to  his  mercantile  establishment,  Mr. 
Bates  also  operates  a  large  brick  and  tile  factory,  at 
which  he  commenced  some  four  j^ears  ago.  This 
has  been  a  very  successful  venture,  receiving  a  lib- 
eral home  patronage.  The  business  has  nearly 
doubled  since  its  initiation,  and  the  proprietor  will 
soon  be  called  upon  to  enlarge  his  facilities. 

(f^^^HOMAS  J.  CURTIS,  a  native  of  this  county, 
IM^^  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  of  his  father 
^^^  in   Rome  Township,  Aus 


ig.  24,  1842,  and  re- 
sides there  at  the  present  time.  The  Curtis  famil}'' 
were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  were  largely  interested  in  the  develop- 
ment of  its  resources.  They  possessed  in  a  marked 
degree  the  native  energy  so  requisite  to  pioneers, 
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and  assisted  in  building  up  a  homestead  from  the 
wilderness,  leaving  to  their  descendants  a  rich  in- 
heritance. 

It  is  now  fifty-four  years  since  the  first  log  cabin 
was  erected  in  Home  Township,  where  some  3^ears 
later  the  subject  of  this  sketch  entered  upon  his 
existence,  and  in  due  time  began  to  make  himself 
useful  in  the  lighter  labors  around  the  pioneer 
homestead  of  his  parents.  The  latter  were  people 
of  intelligence  and  good  judgment,  and  gave  their 
children  the  best  advantages  which  the  times  af- 
forded, Thomas  J.,  in  common  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  attending  the  district  school  during  the 
winter,  and  confining  his  attention  to  the  farm  in 
summer.  When  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  he  began 
working  by  the  month,  and  taught  school  during 
the  winter  until  reaching  his  majority.  During  the 
late  Rebellion  he  repaired  to  Hillsdale,  and  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1864,  enlisted  in  Company  K,  4tli 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  Houston, 
Tex.,  in  May,  1866.  His  duties  lay  mostly  on  the 
frontier  and  in  dealing  with  the  guerrillas.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  at  Cold  Harbor  and  Peters- 
burg, and  was  in  the  first  and  second  engagements 
at  Hatches  Run,  while  his  regiment  was  one  of 
those  detailed  to  receive  the  arms  from  the  rebels 
at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee.  He  saw  consider- 
able hard  fighting  and  experienced  several  hair- 
breadth escapes,  having,  at  one  time,  his  knapsack 
punctured  by  shots  from  the  rebel  guns,  while,  at 
another  time,  his  own  gun  was  shot  to  pieces.  Upon 
one  occasion  a  small  tree  behind  which  he  partiall}^ 
concealed  himself,  was  the  means  of  saving  his  life. 
Like  many  of  the  old  soldiers,  he  could  weave  an 
interesting  volume  from  the  many  experiences  of 
his  army  life. 

Mr.  Curtis,  upon  his  return  from  the  army,  as- 
sisted his  father  upon  the  old  homestead  during 
the  harvest  season  and  taught  school  in  winter. 
In  1867  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  near  the 
town  limits  of  Hudson,  which  he  occupied  two 
years  and  a  half,  and  afterward  farmed  upon  rented 
land  until  the  decease  of  his  father.  Upon  the 
settlement  of  the  estate  he  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  160 
acres,  being, the  greater  part  of  the  original  home- 
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stead;  in  the  meantime  he  sold  the  Hudson  Town- 
ship farm.  He  occupied  the  house  which  his  father 
put  up  in  the  early  days  until  Dec.  24,  1884, 
when  the  present  handsome  dwelling  was  com- 
pleted and  he  took  possession.  The  farm  residence 
and  buildings  so  well  known  as  the  Curtis  home- 
stead are  among  the  finest  in  the  western  part  of 
Lenawee  County.  They  are  finely  located  upon  a 
rise  of  ground  and  command  a  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  which  stretches  away  on  either 
side,  and  presents  in  summer  a  most  delightful 
picture  to  the  ej^e. 

The  marriage  of  Thomas  J.  Curtis  iind  Miss  Ida 
Britten  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Pittsford,  Dec.  12,  1868.  Mrs.  Curtis  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  R.  and  Ellen  (Collins)  Britten,  and 
was  born  in  Hillsdale  County,  Dec.  12,  1852,  she 
was  therefore  married  on  her  sixteenth  birthday. 
Her  father,  a  native  of  New^  York  State,  was  born 
in  1812,  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and  at  an  early 
day  migrated  to  the  Territory  of  Blichigan  and 
located  in  Pittsford  Towmship,  Hillsdale  County, 
where  his  death  took  place  about  1875.  The  mother 
is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead  and  is  now 
seventy  3^ears  of  age. 

The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Willard  R.  was  born  in  Hillsdale 
County,  May  30,  1870,  and  is  now  pursuing  his 
studies  in  Hillsdale  College;  Manella  was  born  in 
Rome  Township,  Feb.  6,  1874,  and  continues  at 
home  with  her  parents;  Ray  R.  was  born  Nov.  29, 
1879;  Glenn,  June  10,  1884;  and  Gail,  in  the  new 
house,  April  1,  1886.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  are 
members  and  regular  attendants  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Our  subject  has  for  years  been  warmly 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment. In  former  years  he  worked  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  is  now  a  solid  Prohibitionist. 

'MOS  R.COLE.  The  upright  and  correct 
(^dll  citizen  cannot  be  valued  too  highly,  for  he 
is  an  important  factor  in  preserving  intact 
the  social  fabric  upon  which  the  comfort 
and  prosperity  of  a  community  depend.  This 
thought  is   suggested  in  reflecting  upon  the  repu- 
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tation  of  the  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
worthy  representative,  and  the  embodiment  of 
those  qaalities  which  constitute  the  backbone  and 
sinew  of  Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  Cole  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
May  19,  1839.  and  is  the  son  of  a  well-known  pio- 
neer, Elvin  C.  Cole,  and  the  brother  of  Elvin  D.,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  on  another  page  of 
this  Album.  Young  Cole  continued  at  his  father's 
homestead,  in  Rollin  Township,  until  reaching  his 
majority,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  crossed  the 
Mississippi  into  the  vicinity  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa, 
having  in  view  the  selection  of  a  permanent 
location.  He,  however,  came  back  east  as  far  as 
DeKalb  County,  111.,  where  he  occupied  himself 
on  a  farm  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war.  On 
the  16th  of  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  three 
years  in  the  volunteer  service,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  L.  8th  Illinois  Cavalry.  The  regiment 
was  first  detailed  to  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  later  met  tlie  rebels  in  the  .principal  battles 
and  skirmishes  of  the  Potomac  campaign.  Mr.  Cole 
fortunately  escaped  wounds  and  capture,  and  with 
the  exception  of  being  ill  two  weeks  in  the  regi- 
mental hospital,  was  a,l)le  to  report  for  duty  at  all 
times.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Chicago,  Sept.   28,  1864. 

After  being  transformed  from  a  soldier  to  a 
civilian,  Mr.  Cole  returned  to  his  old  haunts  in 
Lenawee  County,  where  he  lived  about  eighteen 
months,  then  traded  his  farm  in  Ingham  County 
for  the  one  he  now  owns.  This  comprised  fifty- 
five  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  subsequently  added 
100  acres,  all  now  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation, 
and  upon  wliich  he  has  erected  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial buildings.  The  dwelling,  which  was  erected 
in  the  summer  of  1885,  is  especially  elegant.  The 
grounds  are  ample  and  neatly  kept,  while  there  is  a 
fine  apple  oi'chard  and  an  assortment  of  the  smaller 
fruits.  The  live  stock  is  of  the  best  description, 
and  the  farm  machinery  embraces  everything  that 
could  be  reasonably  required  by  the  modern  agri- 
culturist. 

Not  long  after  his  return  from  the  army  Mr. 
Cole  was  married,  Nov.  9,  1864,  to  Miss  Elmira  B., 
daughter  of  Porter  and  Susan  (Brownell)  Beal,  old 
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and  well-known  residents  of  Rollin  Township. 
Mrs.  Cole  was  born  in  Rollin  Township,  July  11, 
1 842,  and  receiving  an  education  in  the  district 
school  during  her  younger  years,  subsequentlj^  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  She  is  a  lady  of  much  intelli- 
gence and  noted  for  her  charities  and  her  interest 
in  the  temperance  work,  belonging  to  the  Ladies' 
Missionary  Society,  while  for  two  years  she  has 
been  President  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  Both  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  are  members  and  regular  attend- 
ants of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Cole  has  served  as  School  Director  in  his  district 
for  a  numl)er  of  years. 

The  record  of  the  four  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cole  is  as  follows:  Susan  L.  was  born  Aug.  27, 
1865,  and  on  the  4th  of  March,  1885,  married  L. 
Lew^ellyn,  son  of  Hon.  J.  N.  Harkness;  Celia  O. 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1868,  and  was  married,  Dec.  30, 
1886.  to  Edward  Raw^son,  of  Rollin;  Elvira  R. 
was  born  Sept.  5,  1872,  and  DeWitt  C,  «Ian.  7, 
1874. 

]  AMES  NICHOLSON  is  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  18  of  Riga  Township,  where  he  owns 
a  beautiful  farm  which  has  been  his  home 
since  1865.  This  farm,  as  well  as  the  fine 
farm  adjoining  it,  at  the  time  of  purchase  was  wild 
and  swampy  land,  and  was  considered  worthless  for 
agricultural  purposes.  Seven  acres  of  it  was  cleared 
land,  on  whicli  a  log  cabin  had  been  built,  which 
constituted  the  only  improvc^nents  at  the  time  of 
settlement.  The  wonderful  results  he  has  brought 
about  l)y  his  indomitable  energy  have  proved  the 
good  judgment  and  foresight  that  he  displayed  in 
selecting  such  an  unpromising  location  for  a  farm. 
He  now  has  the  entire  tract  cleared,  well  drained, 
and  in  a  .highly  productive  condition.  He  has 
erected  an  ample  frame  barn  and  other  necessary 
farm  buildings,  and  in  1886  he  erected  a  substantial 
brick  dwelling.  Besides  accomplishing  all  this,  he 
has  purchased  and  improved  a  good  farm  of  forty 
acres  in  Ogden  Township,  on  which  his  son  now 
lives. 

Mr.  Nicholson  is  a  native  of  Montreal,  9,nd  was 
born  July  17,  1833.  His  grandfather,  James  Nich- 
olson,   was   a    native    of   Yorkshire,  England,  and 
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remained  a  resident  there  nntil  about  1825,  when 
he  came  to  America  with  a  colony  of  Englishmen, 
and  with  them  founded  the  town  of  Ramsay,  Onta- 
rio, Canada.  The  English  Government  gave  to 
these  colonists  100  acres  of  land  each,  besides  a 
grindstone  and  a  saw  to  each  three  settlers,  as  an 
inducement  to  settle  in  the  wilderness  and  improve 
the  country.  The  grandfather  became  the  owner 
of  a  fiue  farm,  reclaimed  from  the  wilderness  by  his 
industry,  and  there  he  made  his  home  until  death. 
He  was  a  stanch  Presbyterian,  and  worked  to  pro- 
mote the  establishment  of  that  faith  in  Ramsay, 
building  a  church  and  parsonage  on  his  farm.  The 
fa.ther  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  En- 
gland, and  there  remained  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old,  when  he  came  to  America,  being  the  first 
of  his  father's  family  to  come  to  this  country,  lie 
first  lived  in  Beaver  Creek,  Vt.,  and  was  there  em- 
ployed on  a  farm,  except  in  .winter,  when  he  engaged 
in  lumbering.  He  married  in  Vermont  Nancy 
Churchill,  a  native  of  that  State,  and  daughter  of 
John  and  Annie  (Hewitt)  Churchill,  both  of  whom 
were  of  English  ancestry.  After  marriage  JMr. 
Nicholson  bought  a  farm  close  to  the  city  of  IMon- 
treal,  and  there  followed  farming  until  his  death. 

James  Nicholson,  of  this  sketch,  was  one  of  six 
children  born  to  his  parents,  five  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity,  and  was  but  five  years  old  when  he  was 
bereft  of  a  mother's  care.  He  remained  with  his 
father  in  the  home  of  his  birth  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  then,  a  mere  bo3%  set  out  to  make 
for  himself  a  place  in  the  busy  world.  He  fonnd 
employment  in  rafting  lumber  on  the  river  in  the 
season  for  rafting,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year  worked  in  the  lumber  regions;  he  was  thus 
employed  in  that  hard  and  oftentimes  dangerous 
work  until  he  was  eighteen,  when  he  went  with  a 
raft  to  New  York  City.  After  remaining  there  a 
short  time  he  came  to  Lenawee  County  and  found 
work  on  a  farm,  and  also  engaged  a  part  of  the 
time  in  wood  chopping.  We  next  hear  of  him  in 
Canada,  whence,  after  a  year's  residence,  he  went 
to  Illinois  to  engage  in  farming  for  himself,  and 
bought  160  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Vermilion 
County.  At  that  time  Kankakee,  now  an  important 
city,  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  Illinois,  was  but 
a  hamlet  with  only  one  grocery  store,  which  readily 


supplied  the  needs  of  its  small  population.  Mr. 
Nicholson  purchased  three  yol?;e  of  oxen,  and  soon 
had  twenty  acres  of  his  own  land  broken,  besides 
breaking  large  tracts  of  land  for  other  people.  In 
tlie  fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  St.  Lonis,  Mo.,  and 
engaged  in  getting  out  railroad  ties,  but  he  soon 
afterward  became  sick  and  had  to  return  to  Canada, 
when  for  three  years  thereafter  he  was  unable  to  do 
any  work.  This  long  period  of  illness  exhausted 
his  means,  and  on  his  restoration  to  health  he  went 
to  Toledo  to  repair  his  broken  fortunes.  He  was 
employed  there  for  some  months  in  a  sawmill,  and 
then  came  to  this  county  and  engaged  in  similar 
work.  In  1865  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  and 
Riga  Township  has  since  been  his  home.  He  is  a 
man  of  much  experience  in  life,  and  his  early  en- 
counter with  the  world  has  made  him  keen  and 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  means  at  hand  and 
turn  them  to  the  best  account.  He  is  always  hon- 
orable in  his  dealings  with  other  men,  and  has  won 
for  himself  a  place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  people  about  him. 

During  these  years  of  hard  labor  our  subject  has 
had  the  able  and  active  assistance  of  a  good  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  married  Dec.  14,  1851.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Rebecca  Earles,  and  she  was  born  in 
Mendon,  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  April  10,  1836;  she 
came  with  her  parents  to  Palmyra  Township,  this 
county,  in  1842.  Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Nichol- 
son has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children: 
W^illiam,  who  lives  in  Ogden  Township,  and  Melissa, 
who  married  Charles  Mason,  of  Riga  Township. 

Mrs.  Nicholson's  paternal  grandfathei',  John 
Earles,  was  born  in  Greenbush,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  when  a  young  man  he  removed  from  there 
to  Lake,  where  he  married  Rebecca  White ;  he  was 
a  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Monroe  County. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Nicholson  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Lake,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  15,  1805,  and  he 
there  grew  to  manhood;  in  1834  he  accompanied 
John  Maloney  and  his  wife  and  seven  children  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  the  entire  journey  being 
made  overland  with  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  pair 
of  horses.  They  located  in  Adrian,  being  among 
the  first  settlers  of  that  township,  which  was  then  a 
wilderness  inhabited  by  deer,  bears,  wolves,  wild 
turkeys    and   other   game,     Mr,    Maloney   entered 


t 


1  i 


-m^^-m-^ 


4 


f 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


559 


Government  land,  on  which  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  last  days  in  the  log  honse  which  he  built  for 
their  shelter,  his  death  occurring  in  1837.  He  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Dusenbury, 
were  natives  of  New  York. 

In  August,  1834,  a  short  time  after  their  arrival, 
Mr.  Earles,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Nicholson,  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Maloney.  They  returned 
to  New  York,  where  they  spent  about  six  years,  and 
while  there  Mrs.  Nicholson  was  born.  Returning 
to  Lenawee  County,  Mr.  Earles  bought  a  tract  of 
timbered  land  near  Ogden,  and  there  improved  a 
farm  on  which  he  lived  about  twenty-five  years, 
when  he  traded  a  part  of  his  farm  for  village  prop- 
erty in  Pahnyra,  and  lived  there  about  ten  years. 
He  then  disposed  of  tliat  property  and  bought  a 
farm  in  Ogden  Township,  on  which  he  resided  until 
his  removal  to  Blissfield,  where  he  and  his  wife  now 
reside.  They  are  both  advanced  in  years,  and,  of 
covu'se,  feel  the  infirmities  of  age  very  much,  yet 
they  are  able  to  be  about,  and  still  retain  their 
mental  faculties  unimpaired. 

Mr.  Nicholson  and  his  wife  are  worthy  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Nicholson  sustains  the  policy  of  the  Republican 
party  by  his  vote. 

\f?  EWLS  G.  LESTER  has  for  over  twenty  years 
I  (^  ^^^^"  '^  resident  of  Raisin  Township.  His 
JLj^  property  is  ])leasantly  located  on  section  1 1 , 
where  he  cnrries  on  general  farming,  and  his  land, 
naturally  fertile,  has  by  a  process  of  good  cultiva- 
tion become  one  of  the  most  desirable  tracts  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  L.,  who  fornjerly 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Joseph,  purchased  this 
property  in  1865,  and  has  since  given  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  building  up  of  his  fine  homestead, 
of  vvhich  a  view  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this 
work. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  w^here  he  was  born  July  G.  1827,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  Lester,  of  the  same  State,  whose  father  was 
David  Lester,  of  New  England  parentage  and  En- 
glish descent.  David  Lester  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  the  eastern  part  of  Long  Island,  where 
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he  carried  on  farming  and  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
He  married  a  Miss  Talmadge,  who  lived  to  be  ninety- 
three  years  of  age.  and  also  died  on  Long  Island. 
John  Lester,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w^as  born  and 
reared  on  Long  Island,  and  there  married  Miss 
Eunice  George,  who  was  a  native  of  Albany 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  of  English  descent.  John  Les- 
ter and  his  wife  lived  for  a  time  in  Ontario  County, 
that  State,  where  Mr.  L.  followed  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The 
parental  household  included  six  children,  four  sons 
and  two  daugliters,  of  whom  Lewis  (L  was  next  to 
the  youngest. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  town- 
ship of  (T^orham,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tainier  and  currier,  and  which  he  practically  aban- 
doned after  coming  to  Michigan.  He  remained  in 
his  native  State  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Michigau.  locating  first  in  the  young  tow^n 
of  Sturgis,  and  was  for  some  time  connected  with  the 
INHchigan  Southern  Railroad.  In  1859  he  was  mar- 
ried, at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Tecumseh,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Scofield,  who  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  11,  1836,  and  was  the  second  child  of 
Euis  Scofield,  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  The 
latter  wms  the  son  of  Rufus  Scofield,  a  native  of 
Sharon,  Pa.,  and  of  excellent  Scotch  descent.  He 
married  IMiss  Rhoda  Griffith,  of  Dutchess  County, 
N.- Y.,  and  later  came  into  Steuben  County,  taking 
up  a  large  tract  of  land  and  in  connection  with  its 
cultivation,  foUoAving  his  trade  of  cooper  until  his 
death  at  an  advanced  age.  Both  Rufus  Scofield 
and  his  wife  spent  their  last  years  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Stueben  County,  Grandmother  S.  also  liv- 
ing to  be  quite  aged. 

En  is  Scofield  was  born,  as  it  is  supposed,  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  developed  into 
manhuod  and  was  married  to  IMiss  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Miller,  a  native  of  Maryland,  whose 
people  had  been  represented  in  the  Southern  States 
for  several  generations  and  were  extensive  slave- 
holders. Mr.  Scofield  continued  in  the  Empire 
State  until  1837,  and  then  made  his  way  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
in  Raisin  Township.  Here,  from  the  unbroken  wil- 
derness he  improved  a  good  farm  and  lived  until 
about  Ls48,  when  he  removed  to  Tecumseh  Town- 
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ship,  where  he  proceeded  as  before,  clearing  another 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  when  he  was  fifty- six  j^ears  of  age.  The 
mother  subsequently  went  to  live  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Lester,  and  died  in  March,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years ;  she  was  a  lady  of  remarkable  in- 
telligence and  activity,  and  preserved  her  faculties 
mostly  unimpaired  until  the  close  of  her  life. 

Mrs.  Lester  was  educated  in  Tecumseh  and  in 
Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  making  her  home  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  She  is  the  mother  of 
two  sons:  Clement,  who  was  born  March  18,  1860, 
married  Miss  Frances  M.  Matteson,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  and  a  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  Spencer,  who  was  born  Oct.  7, 
1866,  and  remains  with  his  parents  assisting  in  the 
operations  of  the  homestead.  Both  the  Lester  and 
the  Scofield  families  have  been  Baptists  for  genera- 
tions, although  some  of  the  former  were  Presby- 
terians. Mr.  L.,  politically,  is  a  Republican  of  the 
first  water,  and  although  no  office-seeker  and  med- 
dling very  little  with  public  affairs,  has  served  his 
township  as  School  Inspector. 
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'^f)  HU.GO  SMITH,  a  successful  farmer  of  Raisin 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Pi'ussia.  where  lie 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Breslau,  Dec.  3, 
1820.  Since  his  birth  in  that  far-away  town 
in  the  German  Empire  he  has  led  a  life  fraught  with 
many  interesting  incidents  and  adventures,  having 
traveled  much,  both  in  Germany  and  the  United 
States.  It  would  give  us  pleasure  to  note  his  va- 
ried experiences,  but  the  brief  limits  of  a  biograph- 
ical notice  will  permit  us  to  give  only  the  principal 
facts  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Smith  grew  to  manhood  in  the   place   of  his 
nativity,  and  there  learned  the   cabinet-maker  and 
carpenter's  trade.     During  three  years    from   1840    I 
he  served  in  the  Prussian  army  in  accordance   with    I 
the  laws  of  the  land,   but  this  experience    did  not    ; 
give  him  a  taste  for  military  life,  and  after  leaving   : 
the  army  he  traveled  through  the  country,  engaged    \ 
at  his  trade,  and  penetrated  into  nearly   every  one   ! 
of   the    numerous   principalities    and  duchies    into 
which  that  vast  empire  is  divided.     He  was  in  RoU   \ 
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stein  when  the  outbreak  occurred  between  that 
country  and  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark,  in  the  year 
1  848,  and  as  the  country  was  in  such  an  unsettled 
condition  that  he  could  not  successfull}^  prosecute 
his  business,  he  left  the  Fatherland,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1849.  He  first  lived  in  Penn- 
sylvania, not  settling,  however,  in  any  particular 
locality,  but  working  at  his  trade  in  various  places. 
At  the  expiration  of  four  years  he  left  that  State, 
and,  journeying  by  a  circuitous  route,  he  finally  ar- 
rived at  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  until  the 
war  broke  out. 

From  Louisiana  Mr.  Smith  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
ill  May,  1861,  and  worked  there  for  a  year,  when 
he  came  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Co.  as 
a  carpenter,  and  worked  in  the  employ  of  that  com- 
pany three  years.  In  the  year  1865  he  came  to 
Raisin  Township,  this  county,  and  purchasing  a 
ti-act  of  land,  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  His  farm,  containing  100  acres,  is  situ- 
ated partly  on  section  36  of  Raisin  Township  and 
partly  in  Blissfield  Township.  Though  Mr.  Smith 
lacked  experience  in  his  new  enterprise,  yet  by  en- 
ergy, shrewd  judgment  and  good  management,  he 
has  brought  the  land,  which  was  mostly  unbroken, 
into  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  has  erected 
commodious  farm  buildings,  admirably  adapted  to 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended.  A 
view  of  Mr.  Smith's  homestead  is  shown  on  the 
opposite   page  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  in  Lenawee  County,  Feb. 
18,  1868,  to  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  George 
and  Catharine  (Heck)  Traben,  of  Adrian.  She  was 
born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Oct.  18,  1850,  and  was  a 
child  three  and  one-half  years  old  when  she  came 
to  America  with  her  parents.  They  located  in 
Adrian,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Traben  continued  to  ply 
his  trade,  that  of  shoemoker;  he  still  resides  there, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Mrs. 
Smith  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  her  mother  when 
she  was  but  seven  years  of  age.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  children,  namely  :  Magdalena,  wh^)  married 
William  Arold,  and  is  deceased;  John,  who  married 
and  lives  in  California,  and  Henry  and  Mrs.  Smith, 
twins;  Henry  married,  and  lives  in  Louisville,   Ky. 

The  union  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Smith  has  been  blessed 
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by  the  birth  of  five  children,  namely:  Lena,  Paul, 
George,  Fred  and  Kittie  May.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
are  earnest,  faithful  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  while 
socially,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
society  at  Adrian  since  1862.  Tlie}^  are  both  re- 
spected and  esteemed  b}^  all   in  the    neighborhood. 
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AVID  E.  PALMER,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
of  Madison  Township,  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated on  section  10,  and  to  the  ordinar}^ 
departments  of  his  calling  has  added  dairy- 
ing, in  which  he  finds  a  generous  patronage  and  of 
which  he  has  made  a  success.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  for  over  twenty  years  and  is 
numbered  among  its  most  reliable  citizens.  He 
migrated  to  this  section  of  the  country  from  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1866,  before  com- 
pleting his  education,  and  pursued  his  studies  there- 
after in  the  Friends'  Seminary  in  Raisin  Towmship, 
of  wdiich  he  was  a  resident  until  1872.  Then,  com- 
ing to  Adrian  with  a  fair  knowledge  of  book-keeping, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railroad  Co.,  as  receiving  and 
shipping  clerk,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  a  period 
of  ten  years.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Walworth, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  23,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  L.  and  Sarah  (Morrison)  Palmer,  also  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  State.  The  mother  died  in 
Wayne  County  when  her  son  David  E.  was  three 
months  old,  and  the  boy  was  then  taken  to  Virginia, 
where  he  made  his  home  seven  years  with  B.  Taber. 
He  then  returned  to  his  native  county,  of  which  he 
remained  a  resident  until  setting  out  for  the  West. 
Charles  L.  Palmer,  after  the  death  of  liis  wife,  re- 
moved across  the  Mississippi  into  Kansas,  where  he 
now  resides  and  is  engaged  in  farming. 

Mr.  Palmer,  in  1882,  located  upon  his  present 
farm,  which  includes  seventy  acres  of  highly  culti- 
vated land.  He  has  assisted  in  building  up  the 
reputation  of  this  locality  as  a  desirable  place  of 
residence,  and  is  numbered  among  its  intelligent 
men  and  reliable  citizens.  The  lady  who  has  shared 
liis  fortunes  for  the  last  seven  years   was  formerly 
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Miss  Esther  Nash,  w^ho  became  his  wife  on  the  5th 
of  February,  1879.  Mrs.  Palmer  was  born  in 
Madison  Township,  July  20,  1849,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Becker)  Nash,  who  were 
among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  county.  They  were 
residents  of  Madison  Township  probably  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  and  there  spent  their  last 
days,  the  mother  dying  in  I860  and  the  father  in 
1875. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nash  w^ere  natives  respectively  of 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  and  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  ail  of  whom  are  living  and,  with 
the  exception  of  one  son,  are  residents  of  this 
coimty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  Charles  D.,  born  June  15,  1880. 
and  Harrison  N.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Palmer 
politically,  is  a  straight  Republican,  and  socially,  a 
member  of  the  Workingmen's  Mutual  Aid  Associ- 
ation of  Adrian. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  is  shown  a  view 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  residence  and  pleasant  grounds,  as 
representative  of  the  homesteads  of  this  section  of 
the  country. 
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rp^jENJAMIN  HORNBECK.  Medina  Town- 
[U^  ship  has  been  particularly  fortunate  in  the 
('Mill  ^^^^^  ^^  citizens  attracted  to  her  borders  by 
v^^?  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the  many  other 
natural  advantages.  Its  residents  are  composed 
mostly  of  those  who  came  in  the  early  daj^s  and 
usually  remained  upon  the  land  where  they  first 
located,  l^pon  tlie  theorj^  that  a  rolling  stone 
gathers  no  moss,  they  have  been  content  to  stay, 
and  have  for  the  most  part  been  amply  rewarded 
for  their  efforts. 

The  history  of  the  Hornbeck  family  is  one  of 
more  than  usual  interest,  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  far-seeing  enougli  to  preserve  what  they  could 
obtain  of  it,  denotes  that  they  were  people  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  It  is  mostly  the  igno- 
rant who  have  no  history  worthy  of  preserving, 
or  of  a  character  which  they  would  not  desire  given 
to  the  world.  The  Hornbecks  are  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  were  first  represented  in  this  country  by 
three  brothers   who  crossed  the   water  during  the 
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Colonial  days.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  had  married  and  settled 
in  New  Jersey,  and  the  family  remained  thei-e,  the 
children  being  reared  to  men  and  women  and  trained 
in  those  patriotic  principles  for  which  tlie  father 
had  yielded  up  his  life.  Their  son  James,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  subsequently  did  good  service 
in  the  War  of  1812,  being  in  the  northern  division 
of  the  army.  After  marriage  he  settled  in  Mil  ford, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,and  there  with  his  estimable  vvife, 
who  was  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt.  Corne- 
lius DeWitt,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  lived  until 
after  the  birth  ol  two  children,  when  they  removed 
to  Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y,,  where  their  son, 
Cornelius  D.,  was  born  Oct.  29,  1811,  and  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Cornelius 
has  resided  in  JNIichigan  since  1  836. 

The  subject  of  this  record  was  born  in  Milford, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  Dec.  21,  1808,  and  was  a  child 
about  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents  became 
residents  of  the  Empire  State.  Me  grew  to  man- 
hood there,  in  Ontario  County,  receiving  a  good 
common-school  education,  and  em[)loye(1  principally 
in  farm  pursuits.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he 
married  one  of  the  most  estimable  .young  ladies  of 
that  region.  Miss  Phoebe,  daughter  of  Robert  Reed, 
who,  like  the  Hornbecks,  was  of  English  descent. 
His  wedding  was  celebrated  with  great  eclat  on  St. 
Valentine's  Da}^  1  833,  and  on  the  8th  of  JMay,  the 
following  year,  our  subject  with  his  young  wife  set 
out  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Upon  reaching  Detroit  Mr.  Hornbeck  left  his 
wife  with  her  brother  at  the  little  tovvn  of  Plymouth, 
seventeen  miles  distant,  and  proceeded  on  foot 
westward  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  a  location  for 
their  future  home.  He  halted  first  upon  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Morenci,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1834,  and 
taking  up  a  tract  of  Goverrunent  land  put  up  a  log 
house,  and  going  after  his  wife  installed  her  there 
in  October  folio vving.  They  had  no  furniture, 
neither  chairs,  bedstead  nor  table,  but  necessity 
proved  the  "  mother  of  invention,"  and  they  im- 
provised a  table  out  of  a  barrel-head,  while  a  bed- 
stead, chair  and  table  were  in  due  time  provided 
from  some  boards  and  homc^-made  scantling.  .Mr. 
Hornbeck  had  in  money  only  $3,50  left  after  pay- 


ing  for  his  land.  Wild  game  was  plenty,  and  what- 
ever else  was  lacking  they  had  plenty  of  wild  meat, 
and  managed  to  get  through  the  winter  without 
suffering.  Jn  the  spring  the  Michigan-TolcfU) 
trouble  was  settled,  and  the  commissioners  from 
Ovid  made  the  house  of  IMr.  Hornbec^k  their  ren- 
dezvous, under  j)retense  of  being  land-seekers. 

The  neighbors  of  Mr.  Hornbeck  and  his  wife  at 
tliat  time  were  few  and  far  between.  In  1835  Oi'- 
ville  Wood  worth  from  New  Jersey  came  and  staid 
with  the  Hornbecks  while  hunting  a  location,  and 
was  the  first  man  to  set  tie  west  of  the  creek.  He 
was  soon  afterward  joined  by  Hiram  Earwell  and 
William  Coy,  the  latter  of  whom  made  his  stopping- 
j)lace  with  our  subject  about  six  weeks  before  de- 
ciding where  to  settle.  Mr.  Hornbeck  finally  sold 
his  propert.y  to  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Armitage,  of 
Monroe,  and  purchased  fifty-six  acres  from  ]Mr. 
Dennis  Wakefield  on  the  north  side  of  the  road, 
besides  eighty  acres  from  Mr.  Eranklin  on  the  south 
side.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1835  he  struck  the 
first  blow  toward  clearing  his  land  which  was  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber,  and  the  labor  of  felling  the 
trees  and  preparing  the  soil  for  cultivation  was  no 
light  task;  his  milling  was  done  at  Adrian  and  Te- 
cumseh.  During  those  times  when  men  were 
required  to  exercise  the  utmost  ingenuity  in  order 
to  cope  successfully  with  their  environments,  Ben- 
jamin Hornbeck  proved  often  a  '^  friend  in  need  " 
to  those  hunting  locations,  and  to  those  frequently 
who  found  themselves  embarrassed  for  lack  of 
means.  He  supplied  them  with  provisious  and  sus- 
tained their  failing  spirits  by  his  liearty  kindness 
and  hopeful  words.  As  time  progressed  and  their 
prospects  improved,  no  man  rejoiced  more  over  the 
dawning  prosperity  of  his  neighbors,  and  none  was 
legarded  with  warmer  admiration  and  respect. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hornbeck  became  the  i)arents  of  nine 
children,  most  of  whom  are  married  and  have  fami- 
lies of  their  own.  James,  the  first-born,  married 
Miss  Libbie  AYilcox,  and  they  have  four  children — 
Frank.  Clara,  Freddie  and  Maud;  they  are  residents 
of  Dakota.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  S^dvester 
Packer  and  the  mother  of  three  children,  when  she 
died  at  her  home  March  27,  188G;  Judson  married 
AHss  Annis  (Jolgrove  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Saline  County,  Neb. ;  they  are  the  parents  of  five 
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children— DeWitt,  Eosa,  Bert,  Bertha  and  Pearl. 
This  son,  daring  the  late  war,  enlisted  in  an  Iowa 
regiment  and  served  valiantly,  being  with  Sherman 
in  the  famous  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  Aden 
is  in  Gratiot  County,  this  State;  he  married  Miss 
Maria  Beckwith.  and  they  have  three  children- 
Lewis,  Rollin  and  Bertha.  Benjamin  is  at  home 
and  has  charge  of  the  farm;  Lewis  is  in  Kalamazoo, 
having  a  post  in  the  asylum  there;  Anna,  the  wife 
of  C.  W.  Mallory,  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Ethel 
L.,  and  a  resident  of  Fulton  County,  Ohio:  Emma 
married  Melford  Baker,  and  resides  in  Morenci; 
Jennie  has  charge  of  the  domestic  affairs  of  her 
father.  Mrs.  Phoebe  Hornbeck  departed  this  life 
at  the  homestead  on  the  25th  of  October,  1869, 
aged  fifty-five  years. 

Our  subject,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
four  years.  He  was  contractor  for  the  first  frame 
school  building  in  Morenci,  and  was  one  of  those, 
concerned  in  the  building  of  the  first  log  school- 
house  in  Medina  ToAvnship.  Not  a  school  building 
has  been  erected  in  the  township  in  which  he  has 
not  lent  a  helping  hand.  His  children  have  been 
thoroughly  educated,  completing  their  studies  in 
the  High  School  at  Morenci  and  Oak  Orove  Acad- 
emy. Mr.  Hornbeck  took  a  contract  from  the 
Oovernment  to  clear  and  build  one  mile  of  the  ter- 
ritorial road  running  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  Michi- 
gan City,  Ind.,  and  took  Jacob  Baker  in  with  him 
on  the  contract.  They  built  the  first  bridge  on 
this  road  that  spanned  Bean  Creek  (or  Tiffin  River), 
in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1834. 


fe^Vul!     ofentleman    is 


ARON    R. 


TUFTS.  In  the  life  of  this 
illustrated  the  results  of  a 
~ll\  spirit  of  resolution  and  perseverance,  by 
the  aid  of  which  he  has  secured  a  good 
position,  socially  and  financially,  among  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  came  to  this  country  soon  after  his 
marriage,  prepared  to  labor  with  the  other  enter- 
prising men  about  him  in  building  up  a  home  from 
the  wilderness,  and  aiding  as  far  as  possible  the 
struggling  community  in  its  efforts  for  recognition. 
He  is  now  known  as  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most 


ii 


beautiful  homesteads  in  Seneca  Township,  and  there 
is  probably  not  a  finer  dwelling  in  the  county  than 
stands  upon  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  he  se- 
cured soon  after  his  arrival  here  in  1850.  Of  late 
he  has  been  much  interested  in  stock-raising,  and 
has  for  this  purpose  very  fine  barns  and  sheds  fitted 
up  with  every  convenience.  About  sixty  acres  of 
his  first  purchase  was  cleared  at  the  time  he  took 
possession,  and  upon  it  was  a  small  frame  house. 
He  subsequently  added  eight}^  acres,  and  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  state  that  his  present  surroundings 
have  involved  the  outlay  of  much  time,  labor  and 
money.  The  result  to  the  proprietor  can  scarcely 
fail  to  be  otherwise  than  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Tufts  was  born  April  21,  1825,  in  Stafford 
Township.  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  fourth 
child  of  Aaron  and  May  Tufts,  natives  respectively 
of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  They  removed 
with  their  parents  to  New  York  State  when  young, 
and  were  married  in  Genesee  County.  The  mother 
departed  this  life  wiien  Aaron  was  a  little  lad  seven 
years  of  age.  The  father  continued  a  resident  of 
Genesee  County  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1882,  after  he  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
( '  igh ty  -eight  }'  e a  rs . 

Aaron  R.  Tufts  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
school.  After  reaching  his  majority  he  vvas  em- 
ployed as  a  farm  laborer  four  years,  and  was  mar- 
ried, Jan.  17.  1850,  to  Miss  JNIargaret,  daughter  of 
Roswell  and  Dolly  (Foster)  Perry,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Genesee  County,  and  for  several  years  resi- 
dents of  Saratoga  Springs.  They  finally  removed 
with  their  familj^  to  Western  New^  York,  wliere  Mr. 
Perry  died  in  1844,  aged  seventy-four  years.  The 
mother,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  joined  her 
daughter  Margaret  in  this  county,  and  died  at  the 
residence  of  our  subject  in  1865,  when  seventy-six 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Tufts,  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
5,  1829,  in  a  region  where  schools  were  few  and  dif- 
ficult of  access.  She  continued  with  her  parents  un- 
til her  marriage^  and  by  her  union  vvith  our  subject 
became  the  mother  of  four  children:  Florence  V., 
the  eldest,  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Eva  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Flarvey  Upton,  of  Medina  Township,  and 


«4!#-^H--«^ 


i 


f 


566 


lp:nawee  county. 


the  mother  of  two  children — Willie  and  Fbyd; 
Mary  Ann  married  Thomas  Clarson,  who  was  killed 
in  a  raih'oad  accident  at  Blissfield  in  1883,  and  she 
is  now  at  home  with  her  parents;  Charles  L.  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  M.  Deline,  and  farms  at  the  home- 
stead. 

Mr.  Tufts  soon  after  his  marriage  set  out  for  the 
West,  and  the  3^oung  people  commenced  house- 
keeping in  a  manner  suited  to  their  means.  The 
exercise  of  prudence  and  frugality  brought  its 
legitimate  reward  as  may^  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  their 
surroundings.  Mr.  Tufts  has  always  maintained  a 
lively  interest  in  the  growth  of  his  adopted  count3\ 
He  was  the  first  School  Director  in  his  district,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  Collector  for  a  period  of  thirty- 
one  years.  Politically,  he  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tufts  each  had  a  grand- 
father in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  Grandfather 
Foster  officiated  as  a  drummer  boy.  Aaron  Tufts. 
vSr.,  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  family  is  of 
Irish  descent,  and  the  records  show  them  to  have 
come  of  a  race  conspicuous  for  their  thrift,  integrity, 
and  all  the  elements  which  constitute  good  citizen- 
ship. 


ETP:R      GUSSENBAUER,     the     '^  village 
|)  blacksmith"  of  Fairfield,  at  present  in  part- 


^Li^-  nership  with  his  son,  is  carrying  on  the 
I  1  various  branches  of  his  trade,  including 
carriage-making,  in  which  he  is  among  the  leading- 
manufacturers  of  the  kind  in  this  county.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  State,  where  he  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Monroe,  elune  10,  1842.  He  is  fairly  educated, 
and  has  "•  paddled  his  own  canoe''  since  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years;  his  parents  died  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old. 

Mr.  Gussenbauer  at  the  age  mentioned  made  his 
wa}^  into  Upper  Canada,  where  he  followed  his 
trade,  which  he  had  already  learned,  and  studied 
for  the  ministry  two  years.  Upon  returning  to 
Michigan  he  decided  to  abandon  the  latter  project, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1862  came  to  Fairfield,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  about  two  months,  and  then 
began  business  on  his  own  account.  He  established 
himself  in  a  modest  'manner  in  a  little  shop  on  Main 
street,  and  by  a  course  of  industry  and  strict  atten- 


tion to  business,  soon  found  himself  gaining  a  foot- 
hold among  the  business  men  of  P\airfield.  His 
orders  increased  from  month  to  month  until  he  was 
compelled  to  enlarge  his  facilities,  and  was  finally 
enabled  to  build  a  good  shop  and  also  to  secure  a 
comfortable  home  for  himself  and  his  family. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Rathburu,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  that  township,  and  by  her  union  with  Mr. 
(kissenbauer  became  the  mother  of  one  son.  Their 
wedded  life  was  brief,  Mrs.  Gussenbauer  dying  at 
her  home  in  Fairfield,  Jan.  25,  1864.  Their  son, 
John  R.,  a  capable  and  industrious  young  man,  is 
now  in  business  with  his  father.  Mr.  Gussenbauer 
married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Mai-ian  M. 
(Winslow)  Bumpus,  the  wedding  taking  place  in 
Madison  Township,  May  5,  1864.  Mrs.  G.  is  the 
daughter  of  Marvin  L.  and  Lucinda  E.  (Delano) 
Winslow,  and  was  first  married  to  Urson  Bumpus, 
a  native  of  New  York,  March  19,  1858,  in  Stockton, 
Portage  Co.,  Wis.  During  the  late  war  Mr.  Bumpus 
enlisted  in  the  8th  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  May  22, 
1863.  She  had  by  that  marriage  one  child,  a  son, 
JMarvin,  who  died  when  three  months  old.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Hermon,  N.  Y., 
July  5,  1842.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
— Eliza  J.  and  Forest  A. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  and  Barbara 
(Maurer)  Gussenbauer,  were  of  German  birth  and 
parentage,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1839,  com- 
ing at  once  to  the  new  State  of  Michigan  and 
settling  in  Monroe  County.  The  father  conducted 
a  hotel,  and  there  the  parents  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  The  household  included  seven 
children,  of  whom  Peter  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  His  brothers  and  sisters  living  are  mostly 
residents  of  this  State. 

Marvin  L.  and  Lucinda  E.  (Delano)  Winslow 
were  natives  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married,  and  whence  they  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1842.  Tliey  located  first  in 
Fairfield  Township,  this  county,  but  in  1855  they 
removed  to  Portage  County,  Wis.,  where  the  death 
of  the  mother  took  place  July  iG,  1874.  Mr. 
Winslow  died  in  Edna,  Minn.,  Jan.  5,  1883.  They 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  Mrs, 
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ftussenbaner  was  the  seventh.  Her  l)r(>thers  and  j 
sisters  now  living  are  residents  mostly  of  Wisconsin  I 
and  Minnesota.  Mr.  Gussenbaner,  politically,  votes  | 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  socially,  is  a  | 
member  of  Fairfield  Lodi^e  No.  125,  F.  &  A.  M.         I 


IN8L0W  BATES,  oi  Rome  Township,  and 
U  who  is  fast  approaching  the  seventieth  year 
of  his  age,  came  to  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  and  has  since 
that  time  made  his  abiding-place  in  Lenaw^ee  County. 
He  cleared  the  quarter  section  of  land  which  he 
first  occupied,  and  knows  all  about  the  hardships  of 
life  in  the  pioneer  days.  He  proved  himself  equal 
in  strength  and  courage  to  the  needs  of  the  times, 
and  is  one  of  the  men  whose  record  is  worthy  of 
special  notice. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  11,  1819,  and  is  the  eldest  son  and  child  of 
Daniel  and  Priscilla  (Cole)  Bates,  tlie  former  born 
in  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  1800,  and  the  latter  in 
Erie  County,  N.  Y".,  Dec.  4,  1801.  They  w^ere  the 
parents  of  nine  children.  Daniel  Bates  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Rome  Township,  this  county,  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  six  months. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Rexford,  in 
Woodstock. 

The  Bates  family  is  of  English  descent.  The 
first  representative  in  this  country  was  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1626,  and,  it  is  supposed,  settled  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  had  a  son  Francis,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  and  Stephen,  the  son 
of  Francis,  was  the  grandfather  of  Winslow  of  our 
sketch.  Stephen  Bates  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  from  there  migrated  first  to  Vermont  and  then 
to  York  State,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  in 
the  latter  State  spent  the  closing  years  of  his  life. 
He  was  eighty-six  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  wife,  Pheba,  had  passed  away  some 
years  previously,  aged  seventj^-five  years. 

Daniel  Bates,  the  father  of  our  subject,  left  the 
Green  Mountain  State  wdth  his  parents  when  a  very 
young  child.     They  then  settled  in  Otsego  County, 


N.  Y.,  and  eleven  years  later  removed  to  tlie  vicin- 
ity of  Newstead,  in  Erie  County.  They  after- 
ward lived  four  years  in  Clarence,  and  from  there 
in  1835,  they  came  to  tliis  county.  The  journey 
was  made  overland  to  Buffalo  (where  our  subject 
came  near  being  drowned),  and  there  they  boarded 
the  steamer  '-Thomas  Jefferson,"  which  landed 
them  at  the  then  small  town  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 
From  there  they  journeyed  overland  to  Rome 
Townshi[),  this  county,  bringing  with  them  their 
household  goods.  The  father  took  up  200  acres 
of  land  on  section  10,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  forty  acres.  It  was  covered  with  timber,  and 
after  the  erection  of  a  log  cabin,  Mr.  Bates  set 
about  his  confiict  with  the  soil,  which,  in  due  time, 
resulted  in  the  opening  up  of  a  good  farm,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  desirable  homestead.  The  fam- 
ily occupied  the  log  cal)in  ten  years,  then  Mr. 
Bates  put  up  a  frame  residence  on  the  first  pur- 
chase. Later  he  added  still  further  to  his  real 
estate  by  the  purchase  of  a  quarter  section.  He 
died  at  the  homestead  in   1877. 

The  father  of  our  subject  in  earl}^  manhood  was 
an  old-line  Whig,  and  afterward  joined  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  had  married  in  his  native 
county.  Miss  Priscilla  Cole,  daughter  of  Peleg  and 
Mary  Cole,  also  natives  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y. 
Their  son  Winslow,  of  our  sketch,  remained  at 
home  until  twenty-three  years  of  age  and  assisted 
in  clearing  the  farm.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  district  school,  and  commenced  operations 
for  himself  on  eighty  acres  of  land  which  is  in- 
cluded in  his  present  homestead.  It  was  covered 
with  timber,  and  it  was  no  light  task  to  fell  the 
trees  and  prepare  the  ground  for  cultivation.  He 
made  good  headway,  however,  and  in  due  time 
added  eighty  acres  more.  He  put  up  buildings  as 
his  needs  increased  and  his  means  justified,  and 
was  looked  upon  by  his  neighbors  as  one  of  the 
thrifty  men  of  the  place.  Honors  were  in  store  for 
him,  and  his  interest  in  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  those  institutions  upon  wdiich 
the  excellence  of  a  community  depends  at  once 
gave  him  a  prominent  position  in   local  affairs. 

Mr.  Bates  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
last  twelve  years,  Highwa}^  Commissioner  the  same 
length  of  time,  and  School  Director  twenty  years. 
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He  east  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Harri- 
son, and  remained  with  the  Whig  party  until  the 
organization  of  the  Republicans.  Fie  put  up,  it  is 
believed,  the  first  notice  posted  in  the  United 
States  in  connection  with  the  part}'.  He  has  been 
an  enthusiastic  worker  for  its  interests  since  that 
time. 

Our  subject  was  married,  April  5,  1843,  to  Miss 
Lucina  Sweet,  of  Coldwater,  tliis  State,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  and  Lydia  (Cole)  Sweet.  Her  father 
came  from  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Michigan  in 
1841,  and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  near  tlie 
embryo  town  of  Coldwater,  where  he  lived  and 
labored  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  sixty -five,  and  his  estimable  wife 
when  sixty-three.'  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
the  daughter  of  David  Cole,  and  the  niece  of  Job 
Cole,  the  cousin  of  Peleg  Cole.  Tliis  family  was 
noted  for  longevity,  most  of  them  reaching  their 
threescore  years  and  ten.  Mrs.  Bates  was  born  in 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  22,  1820,  and  remained 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  She  was  the 
seventh  child  and  third  daughter  in  a  family  of 
fifteen  children,  of  whom  ten  lived  to  years  of 
maturity.  Those  surviving  are  residents  mostly  of 
Michigan. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Bates  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Lydia  P.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Pier- 
son,  of  Adrian,  and  the  mother  of  two  children  ;  Mary 
E.,  Mrs.  Oliver  H.  Beach,  of  Rome  Township,  is  the 
mother  of  one  child;  Philip  M.  is  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  Rome  Center;  Medora  married  Mr. 
Frederick  Knight,  of  Rome  Township;  Daniel  W. 
married  Miss  Ella  Lapham,  and  works  with  his 
father;  he  is  the  parent  of  two  children.  Erilla, 
Mrs.  Kooney,  is  the  wife  of  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Madison  Township,  and  the  mother  of  one  child. 


I     wee 


/^HARLES  B.  WILSON,  proprietor  of  108 
ill  n  ^^^'^^  ^^  good  land  on  section  30,  in  Seneca 
^^^  Township,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  this  county.  Simon  D.  Wilson,  the 
father,  was  a  native  of^  Connecticut,  and  married 
Miss  Millicent  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts.  The 
wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 


Windsor,  Berkshire  County,  and  they  made  their 
home  in  that  vicinity  four  years.  Thence  they  mi- 
grated West,  and  located  in  that  part  of  Fairfield 
which  is  now  Seneca  Township,  this  county,  and  the 
father  of  our  subject  took  up  230  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land,  which  he  transformed  into  a  valuable 
homestead  and  a  part  of  which  is  occupied  by  his 
son.  Here  the  parents  both  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1887,  when  about 
eighty-two  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  in  1864. 

Simon  D.  Wilson  became  a  prominent  man  in 
the  affairs  of  this  county  and  was  the  leader  in  the 
organization  of  districts  and  the  building  up  and 
maintenance  of  the  common  schools.  He  served  as 
School  Inspector  for  fifteen  consecutive  years  and 
was  the  first  Clerk  of  the  newl}^  organized  township 
of  Seneca.  He  held  that  religion  and  education 
should  go  hand  in  hand,  and  organized  the  first 
Sunday-school  in  Seneca  Township,  over  which  he 
presided  as  Superintendent.  Besides  our  subject, 
who  was  the  second  child,  the  parental  household 
included  two  daughters — Eliza  A.  and  Lucy  D. 
Eliza  became  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Clarke,  of  College 
Springs,  Iowa,  and  died  in  October,  1864,  leaving 
five  children;  Lucy  D.  is  the  widow  of  Royal 
Hamlin,  who  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg  during 
the  late  w^ar  and  died  from  the  effects  in  1882. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Thompson,  Conn.,  April 
17,  1833,  and  the  following  year  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  this  county.  He  remembers  seeing 
the  Indians  pass  his  father's  cabin  in  the  forest,  fre- 
quently in  squads  of  thirty  and  forty,  following  the 
trail  wdiich  was  but  two  or  three  rods  from  the  set- 
tler's dwelling.  He  obtained  a  limited  education 
in  the  pioneer  schools,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough 
commenced  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  the  land 
and  building  up  the  farm.  He  was  over  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  this 
interesting  and  important  event  taking  place  on  the 
25th  of  August,  1858,  with  the  maiden  of  his 
choice,  Miss  Rosa  M.,  daughter  of  RoUin  R.  and 
Susan  M.  (Casson)  Hill,  wdio  w^ere  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. They  migrated  to  Michigan  Territory  in 
1832,  locating  first  in  Wayne  County,  whence  they 
removed  five  years  later  to  Medina  Township,  this 
county.  They  spent  their  last  years  in  the  village 
of  Morenci,  the  mother  dying  in  1872,  when  sixty- 
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three  years  of  age,  and  the  father,  July  4,  1  883,  aged 
eightjr-three.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, five  (laughters  and  three  sons.  Mrs.  Wilson 
was  the  third  chikl  and  was  born  in  AVayne  County, 
Aug.  14,  1836.  She  was  about  a  year  old  when  her 
parents  removed  to  Medina  Township,  where  she 
was  reared  to  womanhood  and  pursued  her  first 
studies  in  the  district  school.  Later  she  attended 
Prof.  Barrows'  Seminary,  at  Medina,  and  the  Young 
Ladies'  Seminary  in  St.  Catherine's,  Canada.  She 
was  also  greatly  interested  in  educational  matters, 
and   was  a  very  pleasant  and  intelligent  lady. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Their  eldest  son,  Clarence  A.,  is  teller  in 
the  bank  of  C.  C.  Wakefield  &  Co.,  at  iNIorenci, 
and  is  entering  upon  the  third  year  of  his  service 
with  that  firm ;  Luella  J.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  B. 
Smith,  Principal  of  Edison  School  in  Morrow 
County,  Ohio;  Charles  W.  is  one  of  the  extensive 
land -owners  in  Kansas.  iMrs.  Wilson  departed  this 
life  at  her  home  in  Seneca  Township,  Feb.  1,  1885. 
regretted  by  all  wdio  knew  her.  She  was  a  good 
wife  and  a  kind  mother,  and  by  her  death  the  family 
have  sustained  an  irreparable  loss;  she  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  homestead  of  our  subject  indicates  in  all  re- 
spects the  supervision  of  a  thrifty  and  industrious 
man,  one  who  has  been  chiefly  interested  in  attend- 
ing to  his  own  concerns.  He  has  been  School  Di- 
rector and  Trustee  in  his  district  for  a  period  of 
nineteen  3- ears;  is  a  Good  Templar,  socially,  and 
politically,  a  solid  Prohibitionist. 


♦■^^^•»-^^5*f^  •es.. 


*^|^5:iS^5;^fe3S?- ' 


'  OlIN  L.  HALL,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Medina  Township,  is  carrying  on  his  voca- 
tion on  section  14,  and  meeting  with  good 
success.  His  parents  were  Nehemiah  and 
Polly  (Atchison)  Hall,  natives  of  New  England, 
who,  after  their  marriage  settled  in  Monroe  Count}', 
N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Hall's  death  occurred  when 
our  subject  was  a  small  boy.  To  him  had  been 
born  five  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
Polly  is  the  widow  of  Allen  Washburne:  Bezallel 
^  died  in  Illinois;  Lyman  D.  resides  in  Oregon; 
'    John  L. ;  Huron  B.  died  in  Illinois.       Mrs.    Hall 


afterward  married  William  Buell,  and  in  the  year 
1837  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buell  removed  to  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  and  settled  in  Madison  Township 
near  Adrian.  Some  time  later  they  removed  to 
(iuincy,  Branch  County,  where  Mrs.  Buell  died 
about  18G0. 

John  L.  Hall,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Parma,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  14,  1813. 
His  early  life  was  passed  on  a  farm  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
those  common  to  farmers'  boys  at  that  time.  He 
remained  in  New  York  until  the  spring  of  1835, 
when  a  desire  to  ascertain  for  himself  the  truth  of 
the  rumors  of  easily  made  fortunes  in  the  western 
Territories,  caused  him  to  come  to  Michigan.  He 
took  up  eighty  acres  of  (government  land  in  Lena- 
wee County,  but  did  not  then  settle  on  it;  he  re- 
mained in  the  county,  however,  working  by  the 
month  until  the  sununer  of  that  year,  when  he 
returned  to  New  York,  and  spent  the  following- 
year  in  Monroe  County,  in  that  State.  He  then 
returned  to  Lenawee  Countj^  to  look  after  his 
claim,  and  in  the  winter  of  1836  went  to  Farming- 
ton,  111.,  where  he  also  took  u[)  a  tract  of  land. 
He  remained  there  about  two  years,  working  at 
different  occupations,  but  did  not  occupy  his  land. 
Two  months  of  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  ferry- 
ing across  the  Mississippi  River  at  Rock  Island. 
He  then  returned  to  Lenawee  County  and  com- 
menced clearing  his  tract  of  land,  in  the  mean- 
time working  at  various  occupations.  For  some 
months  he  was  employed  at  teaming  in  Adrian, 
and  subsequently  he  was  an  employe  of  the  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railway  Company. 

Soon  after  this  time,  Mr.  Hall  took  unto  himself 
a  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Clarissa  C.  Crane, 
of  ]\Ladison  Township,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Jan.  28,  1851.  She  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
Dec.  13,  1819,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Turner  and 
Pliebe  (Arnold)  Crane,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
After  their  marriage  they  continued  to  reside  in 
that  State  for  some  years,  then  after  a  short  resi- 
dence in  New  Hampshire,  they  removed  to  Mace- 
don,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until 
about  1832.  At  that  time  they  removed  to  Madi- 
son Township,  in  this  State,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.    They  had  eleven  children, 
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thi-ee  daughters  and  eight  sons,  of  whom  Mrs.  Hall 
was  the  fourth  child. 

Mr.  Hall  and  his  newly  made  wife  settled  on  the 
land  that  he  had  i)artially  cleared  on  section  14, 
where  they  have  since  lived.  With  the  co-opera- 
tion of  Mrs.  Hall,  he  has  l)een  very  successful  in 
all  his  labors,  and  has  added,  as  he  could  afford,  to 
his  original  tract  of  eighty  acres  until  now  he  has 
a  fine  farm  of  260  acres,  containing  large  and 
convenient  buildings,  and  made  many  other  val- 
uable improvements.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing is  the  record :  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  James 
Drow^n;  Flarriet  I.,  of  Lewis  H.  Converse,  and 
Phebe  is  the  wife  of  John  B.  Spooner,  all  of  Me- 
dina Township. 

Mr.  Hall  has  been  one  of  the  Poormasters  of 
the  township  of  Medina.  In  social  life  he  is  a 
member  of  Medina  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which 
organization  he  has  been  Treasurer  for  upward  of 
twenty  years.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  very  intelligent,  well- 
informed  man,  and  takes  great  interest  in  matters 
both  local  and  general.  He  is  an  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party,  whose  principles  he  upholds  by 
voice  and  vote. 
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OHN  C.  MABEE,  son-in-law  of  the  well- 
known  Isaiah  Lowe,  of  Fairfield  Township, 
has  been  the  partner  of  the  latter  in  the  saw 
and  gristmill  business  since  187G.  The 
firm  of  Low^e  &  Mabee  is  a  popular  one  with  the 
business  element  of  this  section,  and  is  noted  for  its 
straightforward  manner  of  doing  business  and  its  re- 
liability. 

Mr.  Mabee  was  born  in  Royal  ton,  Niagara  Co., 
N.  Y.,  March  10,  1842.  He  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  spent  a  large  proportion  of 
his  time  during  his  youthful  years  in  the  flouring- 
mill  of  his  father,  where  he  gained  a  good  insight 
into  the  management  of  machiner}^  and  other  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  business.  About  1852 
James  Mabee,  the  father  of  our  subject,  started  via 
the  Isthmus  for  California,  and  dying  on  the  voyage 
from  Panama  to  that  State  was  buried  at  sea.     The 
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mother  then  came  with  her  family  to  this  State,  lo- 
cating at  Jackson,  where  John  C.  continued  with 
them  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  was  mostly 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 

During  the  winter  of  1860-61,  the  Mabee  family 
came  to  Fairfield  Township  where  the  mother  lived 
until  1869,  then  removed  to  Adrian,  where  she  now 
makes  her  home.  Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
late  war  our  subject  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier 
Aug.  11,  1862,  in  Company  I,  18th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  served  faithfully  until  July,  1865.  Al- 
though experiencing  the  usual  hardships  and  priva- 
tions of  a  soldier's  life,  including  many  hairbreadth 
escapes,  he  w^as  able  to  report  for  duty  without  a 
single  exception,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  and  returned  home 
unharmed. 

Mr.  Mabee,  after  being  transformed  from  a  sol- 
dier to  a  civilian,  sought  his  old  haunts  in  this 
county,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  employed 
in  the  sawmill  of  Isaac  O.  Savage.  The  year  fol- 
lowing he  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1868  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  milling  there  until  January, 
1876.  At  this  time  he  retraced  his  steps  to  Lena- 
wee County,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Jasper  and 
forming  a  partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  Isaiah 
Low^e,  which  has  continued  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Mabee  w^as  married  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Dec.  50,  1867,  to  Miss  Carrie  M.  Lowe,  who  was 
born  in  this  township,  Dec.  20,  1846.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  children:  James  I.,  who  is  now 
at  Fayette  Normal  School ;  Bertie,  w4io  died  in  early 
childhood,  and  Charles  R.  Mr.  Mabee,  politically, 
is  a  decided  Prohibitionist,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Fairfield 
Grange. 
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^  ICHAEL    SCHMIDT.     Among    the  many 


sons  of  Germany  who  have  become  citi- 
I  1^  zens  of  this  State,  not  one  is  more  univer- 
^  sall}^  respected  than  the  subject  of  this  biog- 

raphy. Mr.  Schmidt  was  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  Nov.  9,  1828,  and  there  the  years  of  his 
childhood  and  youth  were  passed.     Having  arrived 
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at  man'8  estate,  and  feelino-  that  more  eoiild  ])o  got 
out  of  life  in  a  new  country,  in  the  year  1852  Mr. 
Schmidt  left  the  land  of  his  nativitj^  and  came 
across  the  [waters  to  found  for  himself  a  home  in 
this  western  world. 

Mr.  Schmidt  spent  the  fir3t  few  years  of  his  life 
m  this  country  in  Ohio,  living  two  and  one-half 
years  in  Amherst,  Lorain  County,  and  eight  and  a 
half  years  in  Sandusk}^  County.  Li  18(j;3heleft 
Ohio,  and  coming  to  Michignn,  purchased  sev- 
enty acres  of  land  on  section  7,  of  Madison  Town- 
ship, Lenawee  County,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  added  to  his  priginal  purchase  until 
he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  145  acres,  of  which  100 
acres  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Lie  has 
erected  a  substantial  dwelling  and  other  farm  build- 
ings, and  has  made   many   valuable    improvements. 

The  wife  of  Mr.^^Schmidt,  who  has  so  ably  as- 
sisted him  in  building  up  '^this  pleasant  home,  was 
before  her  marriage  Rosanna  Buhl.  She  is  also  a 
native  of  Germany,  where  she  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Wurtemberg,  March  13,  1837,  and  was  married 
to  our  subject  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  30, 
1854.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to  them,  of 
whom  five  are  living,  namely:  George  A.,  Jacob 
M.,  Fred  W.,  Henry  C.  and  Edward  A.;  the  names 
of  the  deceased  were  Elizabeth  R.,  John  F.  and 
Marx   J. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmidt  are  worthy  members  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  they  carry  their 
religion  into  their  every-day  lives,  as  is  shown  by 
the  high  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  by  all 
around  them.  Mr.  Schmidt's  honest  dealings  with 
his  fellowmen,  and  his  unquestioned  integrity  of 
character,  justify  what  is  said  of  him  that  'Mi is 
word  is  a  bond."  In  politics  Mr.  Schmidt  is  a  Re- 
publican, though  not  a  partisan,  voting  for  the  best 
men  and  measures  in  local  elections. 

^ ^^ ^ 


^^  HARLES  NEGUS  is  pleasantly  located  on 
il(  ^  section  10,  Seneca  Township,  where  he  owns 
^^  280  acres  of  fertile  land,  140  of  which  he 
has  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  and  has  been  one  of  the 
useful  men  of  Lenawee  County,  and  although  hav- 
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ing  riH^t  vvitli  trials  and  losses  he  has  also  enjoyed  a 
I   good  measure  of  success.     He  was  thrown  upon  his 
I    own   resources  early  in  life  and  his  accumulations 
I   are  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  iDerseverance. 
Our   subject   is   the    eldest  child    of  Moses  and 
i   Lydia  (Daws)  Negus,  the  father  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island  and   the   mother    of   Massachusetts.     After 
marriage  they  settled  in  Peru  Township,  Berkshire 
County,   where   they  remained  residents   thirty  or 
forty  years,  and  then  came  to  this  county,  in  1846, 
and  made  their  home  in  Seneca  Towaiship   the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.     Moses   Negus  rested  from 
his  earthly  labors  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  while  the  mother  survived  her  husband  thir- 
teen years,  dying  in  1885,  when  nearly  ninety ^years 
of  age.     They   were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
wliom  they  taught  habits  of  industry  and  frugality 
from  their  earliest  childhood.    Charles,  our  subject, 
commenced  working  out  when  eleven  years  of  age 
and  when  he  came  to  Michigan  had  enough  money 
to  buy  200  acres  of  land. 

The  first  visit  of  Charles  Negus  to  this  county 
was  in  the  winter  of  1840-41,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  State  and  worked  out  by  the 
month  two  jnore  seasons,  when,  in  1842,  he  made 
his  second  visit.  Upon  returning  to  New  York 
State  he  remained  but  a  few  days  and  then  decided 
upon  a  visit  to  New  England.  In  September,  1843, 
he  started  westward  again,  visiting  first  New  York 
State  and  coming  on  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of 
1843.  He  had  3^et  some  'Hinfinished  business*'  to 
attend  to  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Octo- 
ber following  returned  there  and  was  married  to 
Miss  Electa  A.,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Chloe 
(Sanger)  Brockelbank,  vvdiose  parents  were  natives 
of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  respectively.  After 
marriage  they  settled  in  Canandaigua,  the  former 
State,  where  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Negus  was  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers.  The  mother  died  in  1852, 
when  fifty-five  years  of  age,  while  Mr.  Brockelbank 
survived  his  wife  twenty-five  years,  his  death  tak- 
ing place  in  1877,  when  he  was  nearly  eighty  years 
of  age.  Mrs.  Negus  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  She 
was  born  July  28,  1821,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
where  she  attended  the  common  school  and  com- 
pleted her  studies  in  the  seminary  in  Canandaigua. 
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In  the  spring  following  our  subject  and  his  young 
wife  came  to  Michigan  and  located  upon  their 
present  homestead.  They  struggled  through  the 
difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  country  faithfully  to- 
gether, and  in  their  later  days  are  enjoying  the  re- 
ward of  their  toil  and  sacrifices. 

Mr.  Negus,  in  1868,  built  a  sawmill  on  his  farm, 
which  he  operated  three  years  and  it  was  then  de- 
stroyed l)y  fire,  involving  a  loss  of  *3,000,  with  no 
insurance.  In  three  months'  time  another  building 
took  its  place  and  the  machinery  was  put  in  motion, 
since  which  time  it  has  run  without  intermission 
and  is  now  operated  by  Charles  W.,  the  eldest  son 
of  Mr.  Negus.  In  the  meantime  the  farm  opera- 
tions diad  been  steadily  carried  on  in  a  profitable 
and  skillful  manner. 

The  three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Negus  are 
Charles  W.,  Emma  and  Eddie  D. ;  the  last  named  is 
deceased ;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  George  L.  Ackley, 
of  Otsego  County,  Mich.,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children — Zenana  H.  and  John  E.  Charles  W.  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Whaley,  and  they  have  two  girls — 
Maude  and  Bertha.  For  the  last  two  years  he  has 
served  efficiently  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Negus  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
Harrison,  but  is  now  a  decided  Republican.  As 
representative  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Lenawee 
County  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  on  an  ad- 
joining page  of  this  Album  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Neffus. 


JAMES  BURT  REED,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Ogden  Township,  was  born  March  28,  1840, 
in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  in  a  town  named  in 
honor  of  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Reed,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  county,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  and  cleared  a  farm.  Tl\e 
town  which  afterward  sprang  up  on  or  near  that 
land,  was  named  Reedstown  to  commemorate  his 
name.  He  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Michi- 
gan, and  died  at  the  home  of  one  of  his  daughters. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  it  is  thought,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  when  young 


went  with  his  parents  to  live  in  Seneca  County, 
Ohio.  Tliere  he  grew  to  manhood,  married,  and 
remained  until  1842,  when  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Fulton  County,  and  bought  a  tract  of 
land  near  Delta.  In  1850  he  sold  his  property 
there,  then  returned  to  Seneca  County  on  a  visit, 
and  there  died  quite  suddenly.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Cynthia  Thompson,  was  a  native 
of  New  York ;  she  married  a  second  time,  and  spent 
the  last  years  of  her  life  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  was  but  ten  years  old  when  he  was 
deprived  of  a  father's  care,  but  his  mother  was  a  , 
thrifty,  energetic  woman,  and  well  performed  her 
part  in  fitting  him  for  a  useful  career  in  life.  From 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  farm,  which  her 
husband  had  effected  just  previously  to  his  sudden 
demise,  she  bought  a  place  in  Seneca  County,  where 
she  lived  with  her  family  tw^o  years.  She  then 
sold  her  property  there,  and  removing  to  Michigan, 
settled  in  Fairfield  Township,  this  county.  James 
B.  was  educated  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Fulton 
and  Lenawee  Counties,  and  during  the  intervals  of 
schooling,  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  He 
remained  with  his  mother  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  then  he  and  his  brother  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  13,  of  Fairfieki 
Township;  the  land  was  partially  cleared,  and 
there  was  a  log  house  on  it.  Before  settling  on 
this  land,  however,  he  was  married,  Feb.  25,  I860, 
to  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Nancy 
Goodsell,  and  a  native  of  Portland,  Chautauqua 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  Sept.  20,  1846. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  the  afore-mentioned  log 
house,  and  continued  to  reside  on  that  farm  for 
several  years.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Reed  replaced 
the  log  house  by  a  more  commodious  frame  house, 
and  put  up  other  buildings.  In  1881  he  disposed 
of  that  property  very  advantageously,  and  bought 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Ogden  Township. 
This  farm  comprises  100  acres  of  land,  seventy  of 
which  are  cleared  and  in  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, while  a  portion  of  the  rest  is  partially  cleared; 
it  also  contains  a  good  set  of  buildings.  Mr.  Reed 
gives  careful  and  close  attention  to  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm,  and  is  constantly  improving  it.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reed's  pleasant  home  has  been  blessed  by 
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the  birth  of  four  children,  namely  :  Nina  F.,  tiie 
wife  of  Myron  Quick,  of  Fairfield  Township; 
Charles  A.,  Ervin  E.  and  Mattie  1. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed,  though  comparatively  re- 
cent residents  of  this  town,  have  the  full  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  in  the  conununity,  as  people  who 
are  honorable  and  true  to  all  the  obligations  of 
life.  They  are  active  and  infiuential  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  of  which  they  are 
members.  They  are  both  interested  in  the  cause 
of  temperance,  and  Mr.  Reed  works  for  it  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Prohibition  party. 
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^^ICERO    TORREY    was    born    in    Blissfield 

^^^^  father,  Norman  Torrey,  was  born  in  Will- 
iamstown,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1807,  and  his  grandfather,  David  Torrey,  was 
born  in  the  same  town,  while  William  Torrey,  the 
great-grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
settled  in  Williamstown  about  1750,  where  he  was 
a  farmer.  In  Connecticut  he  was  a  tanner  and 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  after  he  moved  to  Will- 
iamstown he  bought  a  tract  of  laud  and  devoted 
his  time  to  farming.  The  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  farm,  but  in 
after  life,  being  a  natural  mechanic,  he  divided  his 
time  between  farming  and  shoemakiug.  He  settled 
on  the  old  homestead  and  there  died;  the  maiden 
name  of  the  grandmother  was  Esther  Woodcock. 
Norman  Torrey  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  a 
farm,  and  what  education  he  had  was  obtained  in 
the  common  schools  of  those  days.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  had  grown  to  manhood, 
and  then  for  two  seasons  he  worked  away  from 
home  by  the  month.  On  the  21st  of  September, 
1830,  he  was  married  to  Ann  Kriger,  and  the  next 
day  after  his  marriage  they  started  for  their  farm, 
which  he  had  purchased  the  year  before  while  on  a 
visit  to  Michigan.  They  came  by  the  wa\^  of  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  then  by  the  I^akes  to 
Monroe,  where  a  team  was  engaged  to  convey  them 
to  their  future  home.  Mr.  Torrey  at  once  set  to 
work  building  a  log  house,  in  which  he  and  his  wife 
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l)egan  housekeeping,  before  either  door,  windows 
or  chimneys  were  built.  He  made  what  was  then 
known  as  a  puncheon  floor  and  covered  the  house 
with  shakes,  while  they  had  no  stove,  but  baked  by 
the  fireplace  for  years;  the  nearest  mill  was  located 
at  Monroe.  At  that  time  deer  were  plenty,  as  were 
also  wild  turkeys,  bears  and  other  game.  He  and 
his  wife  have  lived  together  for  fiftj^-seven  years, 
surviving  all  their  family  except  two,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  elder. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  attended  the  pri- 
mary school,  which,  during  the  first  term  of  his  at- 
tendance, was  taught  in  a  log  school-house  with  a 
dirt-and-stick  chimnc}^  and  large  fireplace.  The 
benches  were  made  of  logs,  split,  and  pegs  driven 
in  them  for  legs,  while  the  floor  was  made  of 
puncheon.  That  was  before  the  days  of  free  schools 
in  Michigan,  and  the  parents  had  to  pay  tuition  di- 
rect for  each  child  sent.  Mr.  Torrey  afterward  at- 
tended several  terms  at  Blissfield,  and  then  became 
a  student  at  Raisin  Institute  for  five  terms.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  taught  school  several 
terms  during  the  winter  months,  and  carried  on  farm- 
ing in  the  summer.  In  connection  with  his  studies 
he  performed  manual  labor,  assisting  his  father 
in  work  upon  the  farm  until  he  was  grown  to  man- 
hood, when  he  and  his  brother  bought  a  piece  of 
land  which  they  jointly  farmed  for  a  number  of 
years,  when  they  dissolved  their  partnership  and  the 
brother  returned  to  the  old  homestead. 

November  1,  1883,  Mr.  Torrey  was  married  to 
Miss  H.  Viola  Anderson,  who  was  born  at  Wright, 
Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  and  they  have  had  one  son 
named  Norman.  Mr.  Torrey  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  farmers  of  Blissfield  Town- 
ship, and  his  success  w^arrants  that  estimation  by  his 
neighbors.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen  in  every  re- 
spect, and  encourages  all  enterprises  calculated  to 
benefit  the  community.  In  political  matters  he  acts 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  a 
seeker  after  office.  His  parents,  who  are  now  suf- 
fering the  infirmities  of  age,  endured  all  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  that  were  entailed  upon  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Michigan.  When  they  first  set- 
tled where  they  now  live  they  were  surrounded  by 
a  veritable  howling  wilderness,  for  the  forests  were 
dense  and  were  inhabited  by  the  wild  beasts  of  va- 
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rious  species.  In  those  days  the  forests  were  as 
thickly  populated  with  game  as  the  barnyards  are 
now  with  domestic  fowls. 

Everel  Torrej'',  the  only  survivhig  brother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  BlissQeld  Town- 
ship on  the  21st  of  March,  1839,  and  has  never  been 
separated  from  his  parents.  He,  like  his  brother, 
is  a  thrifty  and  a  good  farmer. 


R.  FRANCIS  G  RANDY  has  for  a  period 
of  more  than  thirty-five  years  ministered 
to  the  people  of  Fairfield  Village  as  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  is  also  the  present  Postmaster.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Root,  Montgomery  County,  Dec.  eSl,  1826. 
His  parents,  Ednuind  and  Dorcas  (Dean)  Grand}^, 
w^ere  natives  respectively  of  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York.  The  Grandy  family  left  New  England 
about  1795,  and  the  parents  of  our  subject  after 
their  marriage  settled  near  Glens  Falls,  whence 
they  soon  afterward  removed  to  JMontgomery 
County,  and  then  to  Wayne  County.  In  1848  they 
decided  to  come  farther  AYest,  and  located  in  Raisin 
Township,  tliis  county,  where  the  father  departed 
this  life  in  1856,  and  the  mother  in  1858. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
fifteen  children,  eleven  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  Francis,  of  our  sketch,  is  the  twelfth  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  upon  the  farm  and 
followed  agriculture  until  reaching  his  majority, 
up  to  this  time  receiving  only  the  advantages  of 
the  common  school,  supplemented  by  a  brief  term 
at  Canajoharie  Academy.  He  had  already  decided 
npon  the  medical  profession  as  his  future  calling  in 
life,  and  now  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Jerome 
Shibley  of  Charleston,  Montgomery  Countjs  with 
whom  he  continued  one  year.  He  had  in  the 
meantime  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  State,  in 
1848,  and  had  been  a  student  of  Dr.  T.  F.  Dodge 
two  years.  In  1851  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  took  a  six-months  course,  and  in  the 
spring    of    1852    opened    his   first    office    in    the 
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young  town  of  Fairfield.  The  entire  community 
at  that  time  was  composed  of  people  who,  like  him- 
self, were  struggling  to  secure  a  foothold  and  pro- 
vide something  for  the  future.  The  young  physi- 
cian had  his  own  peculiar  trials,  but  in  time  he 
found  his  toil  and  perseverance  rewarded  and  built 
up  a  practice  which  required  his  whole  time  and 
attention. 

Dr.  Grandy,  in  1871,  opened  a  drug  and  gro- 
cery store,  which  he  has  conducted  successfully 
until  the  present  time.  He  traveled  about  the 
country  in  the  prosecution  of  his  chosen  calling  for 
a  period  of  thirty  years,  then  wisely  concluded  to 
retire  from  the  arduous  duties  of  his  profession 
and  take  life  easier.  Since  the  spiing  of  1882  he 
has  given  his  sole  attention  to  his  office  business 
and  his  store.  As  a  man  and  a  citizen  he  ranks 
among  the  representative  pioneers  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  occupies  a  place  among  its  social  and 
business  elements,  which,  when  he  is  gathered  to  his 
fathers,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill.  The  marriage  of 
Dr.  Grandy  was  celebrated  in  the  city  of  Adrian^ 
July  11,  1852,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Experience 
Compton,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Cynthia  (Phil- 
lips) Eddy,  and  widow  of  Elmer  Compton,  a  na- 
tive of  New  Y^ork  who  had  come  to  the  West, 
though  he  died  in  New  York  State  while  visiting 
friends  there  in  1850.  Of  this  union  there  was 
born  one  child,  a  son,  Algernon  S.  The  wife  of 
our  subject  dei)arted  this  life  at  her  home  in  Fair- 
field. 

Dr.  Grandy  was  subsequently  married  at  Fairfield, 
to  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Bacon,  daughter  of  David  T.  and 
Elizabeth  (Whiting)  Maynard,  of  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  and  widow  of  Charles  C.  Bacon.  She  had  by 
her  first  marriage  one  daughter,  Fanny  L.,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Don  C.  Hoag,  of  Adrian.  Mrs. 
Grandy  was  born  in  Ripley,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  Dec. 
13,  1838.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  three  children:  Frank  M.,  Nov.  5, 1871 ; 
Agnes  E.,  Aug.  26,  1873;  and  Victor  A.,  May  20, 
1879.  Agnes  died  Oct.  30,  1877.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Grandy  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
July  29,  1808,  and  in  1833  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alanson  and  Anna  Whiting, 
of  Seneca  County,  by  whom  he  had  six  children, 
Mrs.    Grandy    being   the    third    child    and    oldest 
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daughter;  he  died  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  Dec. 
29,  1886.  IMrs.  Elizabeth  Maynard  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  May  22,  1813,  and  died  in 
Ohio,  Jan.  12,  18G3.  Dr.  Grandy,  in  1853,  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  of  Fairfield  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Pierce,  which  office  he  held  for 
two  and  one-half  years  and  then  resigned.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  same  position  under  President 
Cleveland,  in  January,  1887,  and  still  holds  the 
office.  He  uniformly  votes  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  though 
never  an  office-seeker.  Tiie  principles  of  Masonry 
have  always  found  in  him  an  ardent  defender,  and 
lie  has  been  a  Master  of  Fairfield  Lodge  No.  125, 
at  different  times,  for  the  Inst  twenty  years.  He  also 
belongs  to  Adrian  Chapter  No.  10,  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, Adrian  Commander}^  No.  4,  and  Michigan 
Sovereign  Consistory  of  Scottish  Rite,  of  Detroit. 
The  Doctor  and  his  most  estimable  lady  are  mem- 
bers of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  of  Adrian. 

Algernon  S.  Grandy  married  IMiss  Ida  Warring, 
of  Fairfield,  and  is  engaged  with  his  father.  To 
them  were  boru  six  children,  of  whom  the  eldest, 
Charles  F.,  died  when  about  two  years  of  age.  The 
others  are  Walter  II. ,  Helen,  Bessie,  Arthur  and 
G  oldie. 
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ORTER  M.  WEYLIE,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  wife  and  sons,  has  built  up  one  of  the 
most  beautifid  farms  in  Blissfield  Town- 
ship, located  on  section  18,  and  comprising 
eight}^  acres  of  land,  with  a  fine  residence  and  all  the 
other  buildings  required  b}^  the  enteri)rising  modern 
farmer.  Mr.  Weylie  has  been  particularly  dis- 
tinguished for  his  energy  aud  persistence,  and  is 
numbered  among  those  who  have  been  hirgely 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Lenawee 
County. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Allegany  County,  iS-.  Y., 
Jan.  24,  1824.  His  father,  Ephraim  Weylie,  was  a 
native  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  the  paternal  grand- 
father o  f  o  u  r  s  ub  j  e  c  t  o  w  n  e  d  a  [)lan  ta  t  i  o  n .  lies  pen  1 1  h  e 
last  years  of  his  life  in  Georgetown,  Del.  Ephraim 
was     reared    on    the     farm     near   Alexandria,   and 
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when  a  young  man  migrated  to  Tompkins  Count}^ 
N.  Y.,  where  he  w^as  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Jane  Davis.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  Ludlowville,  and  after  their  marriage  the  young 
people  removed  to  Allegany  County,  where  the 
husband  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  put 
up  a  log  house,  in  wliich  Porter  M.,  of  our  sketch, 
was  born.  In  the  spring  of  1828,  Ephraim  Weylie 
started  to  Ohio,  accompaniefi  by  his  wife  and  three 
children.  They  traveled  by  water  from  Buffalo  to 
Clevelaiul,  when  the  latter  city  was  but  a  hamlet. 
He  located  in  Elyria,  in  Lorain  County,  in  the  midst 
of  a  tract  of  timber,  where  he  first  put  up  a  log 
house,  and  having  settled  iiis  family  comfortably, 
proceeded  to  clear  the  land,  and  in  due  time  had 
opened  up  a  good  farm.  This  he  afterward  sold 
and  [)urchased  another  not  far  away,  which  he  also 
improved  and  which  he  parted  with  to  settle  within 
the  limits  of  Eljaia.  While  in  Baltimore  he  had 
learned  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker,  which  he  re- 
sumed in  IClyria  after  abandoning  farm  life.  In  the 
latter  place  both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  the  mother  dying  in  June,  1854,  and  the 
father  in  December,  1855. 

llie  parental  family  included  eight  children,  seven 
sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  third.  The  latter  was  but  four  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and  he  there  spent  his 
cliildhood  and  youth  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  pio- 
neer life.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  sunniier  and  during  the  winter  employed 
his  time  mostly  in  a  wagon-shop,  remaining  under 
the  liome  roof  until  his  marriage.  Soon  after  this 
event  he  set  up  a  shop  in  Elyria.,  where  he  was  oc- 
cupied at  his  trade  until  1855.  Thence  he  removed 
to  Indiana  and  opened  a  wagon-shop  at  New  Car- 
lisle, where  he  resided  four  years,  and  then  returned 
to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  of  which  he  was  a  resident 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  was  among  the  first 
to  offer  his  services  in  behalf  of  the  Union.  He  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  G5th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  after 
a  service  of  two  years,  during  which  time  hardship 
and  privation  had  perceptibly  affected  his  health, 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability  and  re- 
turned home. 

JMr.  Weylie  could  not,  however,  be  content  to 
remain  inactive  while  his  comrades  were  in  the  field, 
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and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  he  re-enlisted,  in  Com- 
pany G,  60th  Ohio  Infantry,  in  which  he  was  per- 
mitted to  serve  until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge  June  13,  1865.  Tn  the 
meantime  he  had  met  the  enemy  at  the  battles  of 
Pittsburg  Landing  and  Corinth,  and  was  with  the 
army  of  Gen.  Buell  during  its  pursuit  of  the  rebel 
Bragg.  Upon  this  raid  through  Kentuckj^  he  was 
detailed  to  the  Reserve  Corps  at  Perryville  and 
afterward  participated  in  the  conflict  at  Stone  River, 
a  memento  of  which  he  has  yet  in  his  possession, 
consisting  of  a  sword  captured  on  that  battle-field. 
He  afterward  was  present  at  many  of  the  important 
engagements  of  the  war,  and  on  the    2d  of  August, 

1864,  was  captured  and  confined  in  Libby  Pi'ison 
four  weeks,  whence  he  was  sent,  first  to  Belle  Isle, 
and  thence  to  Salisbury,  N.  C,  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  rebels  from  that  time  until  the  close 
of  the  war.     He  was  liberated  on  the  8th  of  June, 

1865,  and  returning  to  Berea,  Ohio,  spent  the  win- 
ter following,  and  in  the  fall  of  1866  he  came  to 
this  county.  Soon  afterward  he  purchased  the  land 
that  he  now^  occupies,  which  w^as  then  timber  and 
swamp,  and  has  taken  the  labor  of  years  to  bring  to 
its  present  condition.  He  occupied,  with  his  family, 
a  log  house  until  about  1876,  when  the  present 
commodious  dwelling  was  erected. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Julia  Brad- 
ley took  place  in  Klyria  Township,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio,  Dec.  29,  1846.  Mrs.  Weylie  was  born  in 
Painesville,  Ltike  County,  that  State,  Nov.  2,  1827, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Dake) 
Bradle3%  natives  of  Vermont,  the  father  of  English 
descent.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Brad- 
ley, Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  though  of 
English  parentage,  and  immigrated  to  this  country 
when  a  young  man,  settling  in  the  Green  Mount- 
ain State,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Thomas  Bradley,  Jr.,  grew  to  manhood  in  Brain- 
tree,  that  State,  where  he  was  married  and  whence 
he  emigrated  to  Painesville,  Ohio,  near  which  town 
he  purchased  a  farm  where  he  carried  on  agricult- 
ure until  1831.  This  he  then  sold  and  removed  to 
a  point  near  Elyria,  where  he  passed  several  years, 
still  amid  the  quiet  of  a  country  life.  He  made 
one  more  removal,  in  1869,  when  he  came  to  this 
county  and   located  in  Blissfield  Township,   where 
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his  death  took  place  in  1876,  after  he  had  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years;  the  mother 
had  died  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  in  1856. 

The  three  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weylie  were 
named  respectively,  Charles  F.,  Louisa  and  John  K. ; 
the  daughter  died  when  four  years  of  age  in  Lorain 
Count3%  Ohio ;  l)Oth  sons  are  married ;  the  younger 
lives  at  home  and  conducts  the  farm  ;  the  elder  son's 
residence  is  just  acrOss  the  road  from  his  parents. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife,  about  1878,  identified 
themselves  with  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  they  have  since  remained  consistent  mem- 
bers, and  Mr.  Weylie,  politically,  is  a  decided  Re- 
publican. 


RNOLD  POPE,  one  of  the  prominent  far- 
mers of  Lenawee  County,  and  a  resident  of 
Palmyra  Township,  was  born  in  Hamilton, 
Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  23d  of  May, 
1837,  and  comes  of  pioneer  parentage.  He  is  the 
son  of  Horatio  G.  Pope,  who  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2d  of  February, 
1806.  Tracing  the  genealogy  of  the  Pope  family 
back,  we  find  that  it  always  occupied  a  prominent 
position  in  the  affairs  of  the  times  during  Avliich  its 
members  lived.  Horatio  Pope  was  the  son  of  Ar- 
nold Pope,  who  was  born  in  Burlington,  N.  Y., 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1778,  and  was  the  son  of 
Gersham  Pope,  who  was  born  in  Bennington,  Vt., 
and  afterward  lived  in  Burlington,  N.  Y. 

Arnold  Pope,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
an  agriculturist,  and  owned  a  farm  in  Hamilton, 
Madison  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  and  participated  in  several  battles.  About 
the  year  1802  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Elihu  and  Desire  Thompson,  of  Burlington,  N.  Y., 
b}^  whom  he  had  seven  children,  Horatio  G.  being 
the  eldest  son  and  second  child.  Mrs.  Hannah  Pope 
was  born  in  Burlington,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1782, 
and  died  in  Hamilton,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  4, 
1865;  her  husband  died  in  the  same  place,  Dec.  21, 
1868.  Horatio  G.  Pope  lived  with  his  parents  un- 
til he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  worked  on 
the  farm.  He  then  worked  about  four  years  by  the 
m  on  til,  and  in  1830  he  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Hamilton,  Madison   County,  where  he    re- 
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sided  until  1856.  He  added  to  his  farm  until  he 
owned  150  acres  of  land,  with  good  buildings,  and 
owned  a  half  interest  in  a  sawmill.  For  eleven 
years  he  manufactured  clieese,  and  was  also  a  large 
hop-grower,  besides  carrying  on  quite  an  extensive 
cider-mill.  During  the  winter  of  \Sd5-d6^  he  sold 
all  his  effects,  and  in  the  following  spring  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  purchased  of  Joel  Walker  a  farm  on 
section  12,  Palmyra  Township.  In  the  spring  of 
1869  the  Palmyra  Cheese  Factory  was  built  on  his 
farm,  he  being  the  projector  and  half  owner. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1831,  Horatio  G.  Pope 
married  Miss  Diana,  daughter  of  Hosea  and  Han- 
nah Thayer,  of  Hamilton,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  as  follows:  Hosea  T., 
who  was  l)orn  in  Hamilton,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  13,  1835,  and  died  in  Palmyra,  Jan.  14,  1872; 
and  Arnold,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Lucy  H. 
was  an  adopted  child,  and  was  born  in  the  same 
place,  Feb.  17,  1848;  she  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
B.  ConkUn,  of  Quincy,  HI.  Mrs.  Diana  Pope  was 
born  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1812; 
her  father  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  Nov.  26, 
1784,  and  died  in  Hamilton,  Jan.  14,  1872;  his  an- 
cestors came  from  England,  and  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Massachusetts.  He  married  a  Miss 
Torrey,  of  New  York  State,  and  Mrs.  Pope  was 
their  only  child.  She  died  in  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
6,   1847. 

Arnold  Pope,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended 
the  district  schools,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  this 
county.  During  his  life  he  has  never  been  separ- 
ated from  his  parents,  except  for  two  years,  and 
then  he  lived  near  by  and  managed  the  farm.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  this  county,  he  has  bought  and 
sold  three  different  properties.  In  1873  he  bought 
on  section  13,  and  resided  there  one  3^ear,  when  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  a  farm  on  section  12,  where 
he  lived  one  year,  and  then  built  the  house  which 
he  now  occupies  on  the  old  homestead.  Since 
building  this  house  he  became  tlie  owner  of  the 
farm  opposite  on  section  13.  which  he  sold  three 
years  later  at  a  great  advance. 

On  the  1 9th  of  July,  1862,  Mr.  Pope  was  mar- 
ried to    Eliza  C,   daughter  of  Robert  and  Almira 


Street,  of  Palmyra.  They  have  had  four  children, 
only  one  of  whom,  Ralph  T.,  born  in  Palmyra,  June 
20,  1867,  is  now  living.  He  married  Flora  Ban- 
croft. Avho  was  born  in  Palmyra,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Jane  Bancroft;  they  reside  on  the 
home  farm.  Mrs.  Arnold  Pope's  father  was  the  son 
of  Alfred  Street,  and  was  born  in  New  York  City 
on  the  23d  of  July,  1805.  Her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Almira  Clark,  was  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Ann  Clark,  of  Princeton,  N.  J. 

Mr.  Pope  is  an  active  member  of  Palmyra  Grange, 
and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  matters  relating  to  agri- 
cultural affairs.  For  several  years  he  was  a  very 
efficient  Director  of  the  schools  of  his  district,  and 
did  much  to  improve  their  quality ;  in  politics  he  is 
a  Republican. 


|r)ANTON   (:^REEN  SMITH,   who   is  widely 
and    favorably     known     throughout     Pal- 


M 


''^  myra  Township,  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
section  22,  where  he  has  built  up  a  fine  homestead, 
and,  with  his  estimable  lady,  has  reared  and  edu- 
cated a  family  of  children  of  whom  they  may  be 
reasonably  proud.  The  main  points  in  an  interest- 
ing life  history  are  substantial!}^  as  follows: 

Our  sul)ject  was  bom  in  Farmington,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  2G,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Wahton 
Smith,  a  native  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  The 
l)aternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Smith 
by  name,  was  born  in  Smithfield,  England,  and  was 
there  married  to  a  lady  of  Paris,  France.  He  after- 
ward emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  first 
in  Berkshire,  Mass.,  whence  he  removed  to  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  during  its  early  settlement,  about 
1 783.  There  were  then  but  three  houses  in  Canandai- 
gua.  Joseph  Smith  purchased  a  tract  of  land  which 
included  the  present  sites  of  Farmington  and  Victor. 
N.  Y.,  where  he  carried  on  farming,  and  erected  a 
gristmill,  which  figured  among  the  first  manufactur- 
ing establishments  of  the  kind  in  that  section.  He 
continued  in  that  locality  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  about  1815. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  but  seven  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  became  residents  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  he   there  developed  into  raan- 
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hood  and  learned  milling  from  his  father.  He  was 
remarkably  industrions  and  possessed  of  good  judg- 
ment, and  had  a  fine  property  in  Farmington.  The 
last  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in  retirement.  He 
had  married  Miss  Luey  Eddy,  who  was  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  the  daughter  of  Caleb  Eddy.  She 
survived  her  husband  several  years  and  spent  her 
last  days  in  Canandaigua.  The  parental  household 
included  seven  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to 
years  of  maturity ;  Philander,  the  eldest,  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  years;  Wanton  G.,  our  subject,  was  the 
second  of  the  family;  his  next  brother,  George, 
died  in  Farmington  when  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  the  others  have  since  passed  aw^ay  to  their  long- 
home,  our  subject  being  now  the  only  living  repre- 
sentative of  the  family. 

Mr.  Smith  received  a  common-school  education 
and  remained  under  the  home  roof  until  the  death 
of  his  father.  The  care  of  the  family  then  devolved 
mostly  upon  him,  and  he  i-emained  in  New  York 
State  until  1860,  in  the  meantime  having  married 
and  become  the  father  of  several  children.  In  the 
spring  of  this  year,  desiring  a  change  of  location, 
he  came  to  Southern  Michigan  and  purchased  the 
land  which  now  comprises  a  valuable  and  desirable 
homestead.  The  fine  brick  residence  was  put  up  in 
1879,  and  is  flanked  by  a  good  barn  and  all  other 
buildings  required  by  the  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturist. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  11,  1849,  to  Miss  Marin  Mitchell,  a  native  of 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Melle  (Clapp)  Mitchell.  She  was  born 
Dec.  22,  1822,  and  remained  with  her  parents  until 
her  marriage.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Smith  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Mitchell  C,  now 
a  resident  of  Calmar,  Iowa,  and  a  railroad  en- 
gineer; Frances  A.,  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Hutchinson, 
of  Oceana  County,  Mich. ;  Henry  C  a  practicing 
attorney  of  Adrian;  Clarence  G.  and  Clara  E. 
(twins)  and  Louis  G.  Clarence  G.  is  a  resident  of 
Oxford,  Iowa,  and  is  also  an  engineer,  while  Clara 
E.  is  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Kinney,  a  resident  of 
Adrian.     Louis  G.  resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 

The  father  of  JNIrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Mitchell, 
a  native  of  Nantucket  Island,  who  removed  first  to 


Dutchess  County,  from  there  to  Madison  County, 
and  later  to  the  town  of  Victory,  in  Cayuga  County, 
where  his  death  took  place  about  1852.  He  cleared 
a  farm  from  the  heavy  timber  land  and  experi- 
enced, in  common  with  his  brother  pioneers  of  that 
locality,  all  the  hardships  of  life  in  a  new  settle- 
ment. Mrs.  Smith  was  the  fourth  child  of  her  par- 
ents, and  her  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Ciapp,  of  Dutchess  County.  The  latter  spent  his 
last  3^ears  in  the  town  of  Dutchess,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Smith  received  a  good  education  and  com- 
menced teaching  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  be- 
ing thus  occupied  until  her  marriage.  She  was 
reared  in  the  Quaker  faith.  Mr.  Smith  cast  his  first 
Pi'esidential  vote  for  James  K.  Polk,  and  has  since 
been  a  stanch  Democrat. 

^\  ILES  P.  MORTON.  The  old  and  highly 
esteemed  pioneer  who  bore  the  name  at  the 
///  i^  head  of  this  article,  located  in  Cambridge 
Township  in  this  county,  in  1834,  among 
the  band  of  hardy  pioneers  who  about  that  time 
commenced  to  pave  the  way  for  civilization  into 
these  pristine  wilds.  He  made  this  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  24,  1884. 

The  subject  of  tin's  sketch  was  born  in  Mexico 
Township,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  26,  1821.  • 
His  father  and  mother,  John  and  Eunice  (Aldrich) 
Morton,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  brought 
their  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  Miles  was 
the  youngest,  to  Cambridge  Township,  this  county, 
in  1834.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  removing  to  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
after  their  marriage.  When  thej^  came  here,  the 
elder  Mr.  JMorton  purchased  a  farm  on  section  35, 
of  the  Government,  where  they  passed  the  remain- 
der of  their  days.  They  were  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  diexl  as  they  had  lived, 
in  the  full  belief  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  that 
denomination. 

Miles  P.  Morton  was  some  thirteen  years  old 
when  he  came  to  this  county  and  State,  and  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-six years  of  age,  when,  having  married  Hannah 
Allen,  he  started  a  farm  of  his  own,   putting  up  a 
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small  log  cabin  in  which  the  young  couple  took  up 
their  habitation,  and  then  commenced  to  open  up  a 
clearing  in  the  timber.  Here  they  lived  until  1868, 
when  Mrs.  Morton  was  called  to  ''  that  country  from 
whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns." 

Mr.  Morton  was  a  second  time  united  in  mar- 
riage, Oct.  23,  1870,  with  Miss  Lois  Van  Vleet,  of 
Ridge  way.  She  is  a  native  of  Lodi,  Seneca  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  she  vvas  born  Dec.  10,  1830,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Peter  P.  and  Lois  (Sw^artout)  Van  Vleet. 
Mrs.  Morton  was  the  third  daughter  in  a  family  of 
thirteen  children,  and  was  but  eighteen  months  old 
when  her  parents  came  to  Michigan,  in  1832.  She 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Ridge  way  Township, 
this  county,  and  before  her  marriage  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school.  Having  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  profession  for  twenty-six  terms,  she  may  be 
said  to  have  fully  made  her  mark  on  the  minds  of 
the  rising  generation.  Never  stern  in  her  manner, 
she  sought  more  to  govern  the  children  by  love 
than  fear. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Morton  brought  his 
wife  to  Cambridge  Township,  where  he  owned  100 
acres  of  land,  which  he  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  erected  thereon  a  fine  residence. 
Since  his  death  his  widow  has  carried  on  the  place 
quite  successfully.  Mr.  Morton's  worthy  career  as 
a  pioneer  citizen,  was  one  eminently  successful  and 
useful  to  the  community  in  which  he  resided,  and 
his  neighbors  and  old  friends  unanimously  bear  tes- 
timony to  his  sterling  worth,  integrity,  and  valua- 
ble services  as  a  citizen. 
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^<:^EORGE  V.  OSGOOD  came  to  this  State 
III  G^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  parents  in  1845,  when  a  lad  eleven 
^^4!  3^ears  of  age,  and  has  occupied  his  present 
homestead,  on  section  28,  in  Macon  Township, 
since  1869.  He  owns  109  acres,  most  of  which  is 
under  cultivation,  and  has  effected  considerable 
improvements  upon  the  farm  since  taking  possession 
of  it.  Like  many  who  came  to  Southern  Michigan 
while  it  was  still  a  Territory,  our  subject  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  was  born  in  Lodi,  Seneca  County, 
Jan.   1,  1833,   together  with  his  twin   sister  Mary, 


who  is  a  resident  of  Macon  Township.  He  came 
to  Michigan  with  his  mother  in  1845,  and  pursued 
his  first  studies  in  the  district  school.  A  more  ex- 
tended sketch  of  his  parents  will  be  found  in  the 
biography  of  Lester  Osgood,  published  on  another 
l)age  in  this  work. 

Our  subject  developed  into  manhood  in  Macon 
Township  and  was  here  married,  April  15,  1857,  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Bird,  a  native  of  this  township,  who 
was  born  Oct.  14,  1837.  Her  parents,  Burtis  and 
Mary  A.  (Bodine)  Bird,  were  natives  of  New  York 
State,  wlience  thej^  came  to  Michigan  as  pioneers. 
They  located  in  Macon  Township,  where  the  mother 
(lied  July  1,  1839,  soon  after  their  settlement.  Mr. 
Bird  lived  to  improve  a  farm,  and  was  married  a 
second  time;  his  last  wife  is  still  living. 

IMrs.  Mary  Osgood  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Illinois,  Oct.  7,  1864.  She  was  the  mother 
of  three  children,  of  whom  two,  Murtie  B.  and 
Clara,  died  at  the  ages  of  ten  years  and  two  months, 
respectively.  John  S.  married  Miss  Mary  Fitz- 
m^'er,  and  is  engaged  as  a  barber  at  Grand  Haven, 
Mich.  Mr.  Osgood  while  a  resident  of  Clinton 
County,  111.,  improved  two  farms  which  he  disposed 
of  upon  coming  to  this  State.  On  the  11th  of 
March,  1868,  he  was  married  a  second  time,  to 
Mrs.  Anzolette  (LaTourrette)  Hunt,  who  was  born 
in  Lodi,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1833,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Phebe  (Bodine)  La- 
Tourrette, natives  respective!}^  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  They  were  of  French-German  an- 
cestry, and  both  spent  their  childhood  and  youth  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the}^  married  and 
spent  the  balance  of  their  lives.  The  father  w^as  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  when  eighty  years 
of  age,  Avliile  the  mother  survived  her  husband  sev- 
eral years  and  was  eighty-eight  years  old  at  the  time 
of  her  decease.  They  belonged  to  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  the  father  politically  was  a  Democrat. 

Mrs.  Osgood  was  the  youngest  but  one  of  ten 
children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  who  all  lived 
to  be  married  and  have  families  of  their  own. 
There  has  to  this  time  been  only  one  death  in  the 
family  of  children.  Mrs.  O.  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  her  native  county,  and  was  there  first  mar- 
ried to  Joseph  M.  Hunt,  of  Long  Island,  who  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and   became  a  resident  of 
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Lodi  during  early  manhood;  he  died  there  March 
21,  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  were  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Sarah  L.,  now  the  wife  of  Arthur  C. 
(xreen,  who  operates  a  farm  in  Raisin  Township. 

Mr.  Osgood  by  his  second  marriage  is  the  father 
of  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Joseph  M.,  died  at 
the  age  of  one  month;  Phebe  and  Evelina  are  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Osgood  is  a  solid 
Republican,  politically,  and  with  his  excellent  lady 
belong  to  the  Reformed  Church,  in  wliich  he  offici- 
ated as  Elder.  He  served  as  Highway  Commissioner 
and  represented  his  township  in  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  three  years,  while  he  has  also 
served  as  Township  Treasurer  two  years. 


/^  HARLES  HENRY  AMES,  a  practical,  enter- 
|(  prising    farmer,    resides    on    section    1 8    of 

^^y  Hudson  Township,  where  he  has  lived  since 
1838.  He  was  but  three  years  old  when  he  came 
hei'e  with  his  parents.  Since  that  time  the  township 
of  Hudson,  which  had  just  been  organized,  has  de- 
veloped from  a  little  settlement  in  the  wilderness, 
with  a  few  straggling  log  cabins,  to  a  prosperous  and 
growing  community,  with  fine  farms,  and  the  varied 
industries  that  contribute  to  the  needs  of  an  agri- 
cultural population. 

Mr.  Ames  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and 
comes  of  good  stock.  He  was  born  in  Hillsboro 
County,  April  20,  1835.  There  is  a  tradition  in  the 
family  that  the  first  representative  of  the  family 
who  came  to  America  was  one  of  two  brotliers 
who  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  England.  One  of 
them  settled  near  Boston,  where  he  pursued  his  call- 
ing as  a  blacksmith,  and  it  was  from  him  tliat  the 
famous  Oakes  Ames,  who  established  the  large 
manufactory  of  shovels  and  plows  in  North  Easton, 
Mass.,  was  descended.  The  present  honored  (iov- 
ernor  of  Massachusetts,  Oliver  Amos,  is  a  noble  rep- 
resentative of  that  English  mechanic  who  so  long- 
ago  w^orked  at  his  anvil  in  Colonial  ''Boston  Town." 
The  other  brother,  of  whom  our  subject  is  a  lineal 
descendant,  was  a  pioneer  of  Framingham,  Mass.,  and 
there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming,  dying  just  prior  to   the  Revolu- 


tionary War.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
nine  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  he  removed 
when  quite  a  young  man  from  his  old  home  in 
Framingham  to  Petersham,  and  there  married  Sarah 
Clark.  He  bought  a  farm  in  that  town  and  there 
he  and  his  wife  spent  their  entire  wedded  lives,  and 
in  death  they  were  not  long  divided.  She  died  iu 
1814,  and  he  in  1816. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  his  father's 
homestead  near  that  old  Massachusetts  town  of 
Petersham,  May  12,  1794.  He  assisted  his  father 
in  tilling  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old, 
when  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  clothier, 
and  after  working  at  it  for  awhile  in  Massachusetts, 
he  removed  to  Francistown,  N".  H.,  and  there  fol- 
lowed his  trade  until  1837.  During  that  year  he 
visited  Michigan,  and  bought  the  place  where  he 
now  resides.  He  returned  to  New  Hampshire  in 
the  spring  of  1838,  and  soon  after  set  out  on  his 
return  to  this  State,  with  his  wife  and  four  children. 
He  drove  seventy  miles  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  went 
thence  by  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  to  Toledo,  and  thence 
came  by  car  to  Adrian,  which  was  then  the  western 
terminus  of  the  railway.  He  there  hired  a  man  to 
take  his  family  and  the  trunks  containing  their 
worldly  possessions  to  the  house  of  his  brother 
Charles,  where  they  spent  the  first  night  after  their 
arrival.  The  next  day  they  removed  into  the  log 
house  that  stood  on  their  land  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase. This  pro[)erty,  now  greatly  changed,  has 
since  remained  the  home  of  Mr.  Ames.  There 
were  a  few  acres  of  the  land  cleared  at  the  time  of 
purchase,  and  he  has  replaced  the  log  cabin  by  a 
neat  and  substantial  modern  dwelling.  In  the  years 
of  toil  that  followed  he  succeeded  in  bringing  his 
farm  up  to  a  fine  state  of  culture,  and  it  has  yielded 
him  many  rich  harvests. 

Mr.  Ames  has  l)een  twice  wedded.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Feb.  10,  1825,  was  Sarah  Hubbard.  She  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  Nov.  14,  1804,  and  died 
tit  tlieir  home  in  Hudson  Township,  Aug.  11,  1841. 
She  was  a  true-hearted  woman,  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare of  her  husband  and  children,  and  her  early 
death  was  a  loss  to  the  community  as  well  as  to  her 
family.  Of  this  marriage  five  children  were  born, 
namely:    Sarah    Frances,    Orlando    Scott,    William 
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Henry,  Charles  Henry  and  Lizzie.  Sarah  was  born 
Oct.  30,  1827,  and  married  William  Brown,  of  Hud- 
son Township;  Orlando  was  born  April  23,  183b 
and  lives  in  Independence,  Iowa;  William  Henry 
died  in  infancy ;  Charles  Henry,  our  subject,  was  next 
to  the  youngest;  Lizzie  was  born  Ang.  16,  1837; 
she  married  H.arvey  J.  Griffes,  and  now  resides  with 
her  father. 

Mr.  Ames'  second  marriage,  June  21,  1842,  was 
with  Delia  Whittier,  who  was  born  July  29,  1803, 
and  died  Feb.  13,  1884.  She  was  a  good  and 
faithful  woman,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all,  and 
the  mother  of  two  children — Anna  Maria  and  Augus- 
tus Clark.  Anna  was  born  Feb.  6,  1844,  and  mar. 
ried  William  Porter,  of  Hillsdale  County ;  Augus- 
tus was  born  Dec.  15,  1846,  and  now  lives  in 
Osceola  County. 

Mr.  Ames  is  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Lenawee 
County.  At  the  time  of  his  birth  in  the  good  old 
State  of  Massachusetts  in  the  last  century,  these 
United  States  had  been  independent  of  Great 
Britain  only  eleven  years.  He  has  lived  under 
every  President,  and  watched  this  Republic  as  it 
developed  from  a  small  Confederation  of  States, 
struggling  with  the  problem  of  government,  to  a 
great  and  powerful  nation.  Although  his  great  age 
renders  him  feeble  physically,  his  mind  and  memory 
are  quite  vigorous,  and  he  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  can  tell  many  an  interesting 
story  of  old  times.  In  politics  he  was  in  his 
younger  days  a  Whig,  but  he  joined  the  Re- 
publican party  when  it  was  first  organized,  and 
has  stood  by  it  ever  since. 

Charles  Ames,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  gained 
his  education  in  the  log  school-house  of  pioneer 
days,  receiving  his  instruction  therein,  summer  and 
winter,  until  he  was  large  enough  to  assist  his  father 
on  the  farm.  Thereafter  his  further  attendance  at 
school  was  restricted  to  the  winter  terms.  The 
rest  of  the  year  he  helped  to  clear  the  land  and  till 
the  soil.  In  the  years  1856, 1857  and  1858,  in  com- 
pany with  Eli  Bush,  afterward  his  father-in-law,  he 
bought  numbers  of  horses  and  drove  them  to  Wis- 
consin, about  500  miles  distant,  and  there  dis- 
posed of  them  at  a  good  profit.  He  lived  in  the 
house  with  his  parents  three  years  after  marriage, 
and  then  erected  the  (commodious  and  comfortable 


house  which  he  has  since  occupied;  this  stands  on 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  since  managed. 
He  has  been  very  successful  as  a  farmer,  and  has 
kept  the  old  farm  up  to  the  high  condition  of  tillage 
to  which  his  father  brought  it. 

Our  subject  married,  April  20,  1859,  Miss  Harriet 
C.  Bush,  who  was  born  in  Barre,  Orleans  Co.,  N. 
Y.  Her  grandfather  and  father  were  both  named 
Eli;  the  former  spent  his  last  years  in  the  Empire 
State.  Eli,  Jr.,  moved  to  Wisconsin  in  1846  and 
settled  in  Washington  County,  where  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  timbered  land  and  cleared  quite  a 
portion  of  it,  continuing  to  reside  there  until  1855. 
He  then  sold  out,  and  coming  to  Hillsdale  County, 
this  State,  settled  in  Pittsford  Township,  where  he 
bought  and  improved  a  farm  opposite  the  home  of 
our  subject.  He  continued  to  live  there  until  his 
death.  He  was  an  able  man  and  prominent  in 
public  affairs.  He  represented  his  township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  three  terms,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Hudson  School  Board  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  October,  1872.  In  politics  he  was  a 
firm  Republican.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Evaline  Hard.  She  was  a  native  of  Vermont 
and  spent  her  last  years  with  her  son  in  Nebraska, 
where  she  died  in  February,  1887.  The  married 
life  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  three  children— H.  Eliza,  Frank  H.  and 
Inez  M. 

Mr.  Ames  has  been  a  Republican  ever  since  the 
l)arty  was  formed,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen. 
Fremont. 

^ ^^ — 


IRAM  D.  ARNOLD  owns  and  occupies  a 
I'l  well-appointed  farm  of  1 1 5  acres  on  section 
35,  in  Fairfield  Township,  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and 
provided  with  a  a  good  set  of  modern  frame  build- 
ings. He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  since 
the  fall  of  1875,  at  which  time  he  came  with  his 
young  wife  to  build  up  a  permanent  home  in  the 
West. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Hiram  and  Sally  (Ely) 
Arnold,  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  settling  in 
Chautauqua    County    after  their    marriage,  where 
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they  remained  until  the  death  of  the  father,  in  1851. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  at  the 
old  homestead,  and  is  seventy -seven  years  of  age. 
The  family  circle  included  five  sons,  of  whom  Hi- 
ram D.  was  the  youngest,  lie  was  born  in  Chau- 
tauqua County,  May  lo,  1850,  and  spent  his  early 
life  after  the  manner  of  farmers'  sons,  attending  the 
district  school  and  becoming  familiar  with  agricult- 
ural pursuits. 

Young  Arnold  continued  under  the  home  roof 
with  his  mother  until  the  spring  of  1874,  and  was 
then  married,  April  23,  to  Miss  Phoebe  L.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Jane  A.  (Dunl)ar)  Wilbur.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  New^  York  State,  but  in 
1855  they  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Fair- 
field Towniship,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  where  both  parents  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  mother  died  in  the  fall  of  18G8, 
while  Mr.  Wilbur  survived  his  wife  seven  3''cars, 
his  death  taking  place  May  22, 1875.  Mrs.  Arnold, 
their  only  child,  was  born  in  P'airiield  Township, 
JMay  22,  1857,  and  has  resided  here  her  entire  life. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
two  children — Charlie  E.  and  Carlton  G. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold,  after  their  marriage,  lo- 
cated upon  their  present  farm,  and  are  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  and  intelligent  people  of  a 
community  more  than  ordinarily  progressive  and 
well  educated. 


r-<^^  EYMOUR  BARRETT,  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  came  to  this 
section  of  country  in  JMay,  1833,  starting 
from  Williamstown,  Mass.,  with  his  mother 
and  eight  children  besides  himself,  his  father  hav- 
ing died  in  Yermont  in  1828.  They  made  the  jour- 
ney to  Buffalo  via  the  Erie  Canal,  and  thence  to 
iVIonroe  by  the  steamer  ''  Henry  Clay,"  where  they 
took  passage  in  what  was  then  denominated  a  stage, 
but  which  consisted  really  of  a  lumber- wagon,  with- 
out springs,  and  in  vvhich  they  completed  their  jour- 
ney to  what  is  now  Blissfield. 

In  Blissfield  there  w^as  no  sign  of  a  town ;  the 
only  traces  of  habitation  were  a  log  house  and  a 
barn,  which  stood   upon    the  open    prairie.     These 


were  constructed  in  the  most  primitive  manner,  the 
house  having  a  puncheon  floor  and  a  stick  chimney, 
with  a  huge  fireplace  which  occupied  one  end  of 
the  structure.  Lito  this  the  family  removed  the 
few  goods  which  they  had  brought  with  them,  and 
our  subject  had  a  pony  with  which  lie  drew  the 
logs  for  fuel  into  the  house.  Their  neiglibors  were 
few  and  far  between,  and  his  blacksrnithing  and 
milling  were  done  at  Monroe,  twenty-nine  miles 
away.  Mr.  Barrett,  however,  was  a  natural  me- 
chanic, and  in  consequence  of  this,  provided  the 
family  with  many  conveniences  which  they  would 
otherwise  have  been  dei)rived  of.  As  he  now  looks 
back  over  the  period  of  over  fifty  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  that  time,  he  can  most  truly  remark 
that  "  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction,"  for  manv  and 
great  have  been  the  changes  whicli  have  passed 
over  the  face  of  the  country.  The  sterile  land  is 
now  productive  of  the  richest  crops  of  the  North- 
west, and  the  face  of  the  country  is  dotted  with 
beautiful  farms  and  flourishing  cities.  In  the  build- 
ing up  of  these  interests  our  subject  has  played  no 
unimportant  part. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  born  in  Williamstowqi,  Berkshire 
Co.,  IMass.,  Feb.  12,  1815,  and  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Vermont  in  1818.  There  his  father  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  245  acres  in  Bennington  County, 
and  marketed  his  first  products  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  hj 
transporting  them  down  the  Hudson  River.  After 
the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1828,  our  subject  assumed 
tlie  care  of  the  family  and  the  management  of  the 
liomestead,  remaining  in  Vermont  until  1830,  when 
he  sold  out  and  rented  a  farm  of  seventj^-six  acres 
in  Williamstown,  Mass.,  upon  which  our  subject 
and  the  family  remained  until  coming  to  the  West 
in  1833. 

Mr.  Barrett  enjoyed  but  limited  advantages  u\ 
his  youth,  but  possessed  much  natural  ability  and  a 
love  of  reading,  together  witli  a  good  memor\^, 
which  qualities  have  served  him  well  all  through 
life.  After  coming  to  this  section  he  was  the  first 
to  encourage  those  enterprises  calculated  to  de- 
velop the  resources  of  the  country  and  advance  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  and  .was  practical  in  all  his 
theories  to  this  end.  His  trade  was  that  of  mill- 
wright and  machinist,  in  which  he  was  successful  in 
accumulating  a  competency.     He  carried  on  farm- 
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ing,  also,  by  moans  of  hired  help,  which  lie  super- 
intended. Dee.  9,  1840,  IMr.  Barrett  was  married 
to  Miss  Sophia,  daughter  of  Tra  Parker.  In  187<s 
our  subject  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  the  destruc- 
tion by  fire  of  his  barn,  mills,  seed  and  corn  house, 
which  had  been  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  and 
upon  which  he  had  no  insurance.  His  credit,  how- 
ever, was  first-class,  and  he  was  soon  enabled  to  re- 
build, and  is  now  conducting  a  cider-mill,  which  he 
has  had  in  operation  thirty -five  years. 

When  first  becoming  a  voter  Mr.  Barrett  identi- 
tied  himself  vvith  the  old  Whig  party,  but  upon  its 
abandonment  cordially  endorsed  Republican  prin- 
ciples,  Avhich  he  still  sustains,  although  voting  in- 
dependently in  local  matters. 


^/  OHN  JOHNSON,  a  banker  of  Clayton  Vil- 
lage, is  widely  known  throughout  this  county 
as  one  of  its  most  enterprising  men  and  use- 
ful citizens,  and  one  who  has  always  been 
willing  to  labor  and  make  sacrifices  for  tlie  welfare 
of  the  people  among  whom  he  has  passed  in  and  out 
for  many  years  and  been  the  object  of  their  highest 
regard.  He  is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  old 
family  who  for  generations  were  among  the  leading 
people  of  New  England.  Daniel  Johnson,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,   was  born 


at  Waterford,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  March  27, 
1770,  and  removed  to  Berlin,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  in  the 
year  1826,  at  which  place  he  died  April  11),  1830. 
Ruth  Griffing,  wife  of  Daniel  Johnson,  was  born  at 
Lynn,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  Oct.  17,  17G(),  and 
died  at  Berlin,  Erie  Co..  Ohio,  Feb.  21,  1839. 

John  Johnson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Waterford,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1798,  and 
was  the  son  of  Daniel  Johnson,  a  man  of  property  and 
influence.  He  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in 
his  native  county,  where  he  married  a  most  estim- 
able young  lady,  one  of  his  early  accoeiates,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  distilling.  Li  1826  he  bade 
adieu  to  his  native  hills,  and  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  two  children,  migrated  to  Berlin,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness 
and  occupied  it  nine  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time  the  rapidly  growing  Territory   of  Michi- 


gan was  attracting  much  attention  from  the  ambi- 
tious sons  of  the  more  eastern  States,  and  the  fa- 
ttier of  our  subject  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County.  Tlie  journey  was 
made  in  a  tedious  fashion,  mostly  overland  with 
teams,  and  upon  arriving  in  this  county  Mr.  J.  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  mostly  in  Rome  Township,  on 
section  31,  and  embracing  400  acres;  eighty  acres 
of  this  lay  southwest  in  Hudson  Tow^nship.  The 
family  settled  here  in  the  fall  of  1835,  and  occupied 
the  farm  which  the  father  built  up  from  the  wilder- 
ness for  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years. 

In  1862,  John  Johnson,  Sr.,  having  acquired  a 
handsome  bank  account,  determined  to  retire  from 
the  more  arduous  labors  of  farm  life  and  invest  part 
of  his  cai)ital  in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise. 
He  accordingly  sold  out,  and  removing  to  Lansing, 
associated  himself  with  his  son-in-law,  Aaron  Jones, 
and  continued  in  business  until  March,  1865.  At 
this  time,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  son,  Jasper  G.,  in 
Hudson  Village,  he  was  taken  fatally  ill  and  expired 
IMarch  9,  1865.  The  mother,  formerly  Miss  Abigail 
Skinner,  was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  born 
at  Windsor,  Hartford  County,  Jan.  15,  1802;  she 
died  at  Clayton,  xMich.,  Jan.  2,  1887.  The  parental 
household  included  eight  children,  two  sons  and  six 
daughters:  Jasper  G.,  the  eldest  born,  is  a  resident 
of  North  Adams  Township,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich., 
and  numbered  among  the  most  prosperous  farmers 
of  that  section;  Ruth  became  the  wife  of  Caleb  W. 
Stevens,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Rome  Township; 
Ann  is  the  wife  of  David  T.  Rowdey,  of  Hudson 
Townshi]);  .Mabel,  Mrs.  Aaron  Abbott,  is  a  resident 
of  Clayton:  xMelissa,  Mrs.  Emmons  IL  Marks,  lives 
with  her  husband  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  Branch  Co., 
Mich. ;  Mary  died  at  the  homestead  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, when  twxuit}^- four  years  of  age;  John,  of  our 
sketch,  was  the  seventh  child ;  Elvira,  the  wife  of 
Aaron  Jones,  died  in  Leslie,  Ingham  County,  in 
December,  1 884. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  at  his 
father's  homestead  in  Rome  Township,  Jan.  1,  1842. 
He  pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  district  school, 
then  entered  the  Union  School  at  Adrian,  and  sub- 
sequently Adrian  College,  taking  in  the  latter  in- 
stitution a  two-years  course.  Upon  leaving  school, 
desirous  of  a  change  of  climate  and  residence,  he 
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made  his  way  to  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged 
as  a  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store.  A  3^  ear  later,  be- 
lieving that  an  additional  course  of  study  would 
add  to  his  business  capacity,  he  repaired  to  Detroit 
and  entered  Br^^ant,  Stratton  &  Goldsmith's  Com- 
mercial College  there,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
some  months  later,  feeling  well  repaid  for  the  time 
and  money  expended. 

Young  Johnson,  now  reinforced  with  an  added 
knowledge  of  business  matters,  returned  to  his  old 
employer,  G.  W.  Thompson,  in  Fayette,  Ohio,  and 
continued  with  him  another  year.  Thence,  in  1864, 
he  proceeded  to  Detroit  and  engaged  with  the 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  eJ.  &  G.  W.  Parker  &  Co., 
No.  3  Woodward  avenue,  as  book-keeper,  remain- 
ing with  this  firm  until  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1865.  The  latter  had  been  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  at  Lansing,  and  the  management  of  this 
was  now  turned  over  to  John,  Jr.  He  continued 
there  a  3^ear,  then  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
business,  and  in  company  with  a  partner,  established 
himself  at  Fayette,  Ohio,  the  firm  name  bei  g  G.  W. 
Thompson  &  Co.  This  venture  of  our  subject  not 
proving  as  successful  as  he  had  hoped,  he  withdrew, 
and  in  1871  located  at  Tekonsha,  Mich.,  engaging 
there  in  general  merchandising  for  the  following 
eight  years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1877,  he  had  en- 
gaged in  banking  in  company  with  S.  B.  Allen, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Allen  &  Johnson,  the  insti- 
tution becoming  familiarly  known  as  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  Tekonsha.  This  bank  is  still  in  operation, 
owned  by  the  above-named  firm,  and  has  become 
one  of  the  solid  institutions  of  Calhoun  County; 
Mr.  J.  remained  a  resident  of  Tekonsha  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1885. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  at  the  home  of  the 
bridein  Hudson,  Jan.  21,  1868,  to  Miss  Ida  A. 
Brewer,  who  w^as  born  in  Attica,  Wyoming  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Tekonsha,  Mich.,  Jan. 
5,  1885.  After  this  bereavement  Mr.  J.  crossed 
the  Mississippi  and  traveled  quite  extensively 
through  Mexico,  Arizona,  California  and  other 
States  and  Territories,  being  absent  several  months. 
He  has  always  felt  that  this  was  an  admirable  in- 
vestment of  time  and  means,  and  he  believes  that 
among  the  wonders  of  nature  in  the  Old  World, 
there  can  be  few  which  exceed  the  wild  and  pictur- 
.^— .»*«.««..^ ^ — ^ »»™..-««.,...««^  — ^ 


esque  beauty  of  the  western  portions  of  our  own 
America.  This  sentiment  is  voiced  by  almost  every 
traveler  who  has  explored  the  great  West,  where  in 
frequent  places  the  remains  of  buried  cities  attest 
the  existence  of  races  long  passed  and  gone,  whose 
liistor}'  lies  silent  and  will  probably  never  be  known 
to  succeeding  generations. 

Upon  his  return  to  this  State,  in  November,  1885, 
Mr.  Johnson  purchased  a  stock  of  drugs  in  Corunna, 
Shiawassee  County,  and  associated  himself  with 
Harry  C.  Kinne,  under  the  firm  name  of  Johnson  & 
Kinne,  which  business  is  still  carried  on  by  these 
gentlemen.  On  the  1st  of  February,  1886,  Mr. 
Johnson  purchased  the  banking  business  of  H.  C.  Has- 
kins,  of  Clayton,  and  took  into  partnership  Warren 
W.  Cooke.  The  firm  of  Johnson  &  Cooke  is  now 
carrying  on  a  solid  and  rapidly  increasing  business, 
and  their  bank  has  become  one  of  the  indispensable 
features  in  the  business  community  of  Clayton  and 
vicinit}^  It  is  conducted  upon  a  sound  financial 
basis,  and  the  well-known  integrity  of  both  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  is  a  guarantee  of  its  safety  and  im- 
portance. The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Burbank,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan. 
18,  1887,  was  formerly  Miss  Alice  V.,  daughter  of 
James  C.  and  Mary  Hemler,  who  was  born  in  (Jtica, 
Licking  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  28,  1853;  to  this  home 
came  a  son,  John  C,  Oct.  26,  1887. 

About  1863  Mr.  Johnson  associated  himself  with 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  a  valued  member  and 
prominent  in  their  councils.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  George  B.  McClellau,  and  since 
reaching  his  majority  has  been,  politically,  an  uncom- 
promising Democrat.  He  is  everywhere  recognized  as 
a  man  of  upright  character,  who  looks  with  contempt 
upon  trickery  and  deceit,  and  who  in  reflecting  upon 
the  events  of  a  well-spent  life,  may  feel  a  just  pride 
in  the  position  he  has  won  in  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  all  good  citizens.  Nature  has  provided 
him  with  a  more  than  ordinary  portion  of  sound 
common  sense,  softened  by  kindness  and  generosity, 
which,  while  it  has  demanded  equal  rights  for  him- 
self as  well  as  others,  has  inclined  him  to  be  gener- 
ous and  hospitable,  the  friend  of  those  who  are 
struggling  to  maintain  their  foothold  in  the  busi- 
ness and  social  community,  and  the  encourager  of 
those  enterprises  affecting  the  general  w^e  I  fare  of  the 


.v-^-i--^^** 


t 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


587    ^ 


9^^^-m^-^>^* 


people.  The  force  of  tha  example  presented  l>y 
Huch  men  is  worth  much  in  itself,  illustrating  the 
result  of  pefseveranee,  industry  and  correct  princi- 
ples. The  home  of  Mr.  Jolinson  is  replete  with 
the  refinements  of  life,  and  he  and  his  estimal)le  lady 
are  prominent  in  the  highest  social  circles  of  Lena- 
wee County. 


RS.  LUCINDA  LUTHER  is  the  widow  of 
Theodorick  Luther,  one  of  the  old  pioneers 
of  Lenaw^ee  County.  He  was  one  of  the 
prominent  figures  in  the  scenes  of  the  early 
history  of  Rome  Township,  where  he  first  made  his 
settlement  in  1834.  Mr.  Luther  w^as  born  in  South 
Hero,  Vt.,  March  28,  1791),  and  was  the  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Elunice  (Allen)  Luther,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Bristol  County,  R.  L,  Sept.  28,  1774, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Bennington  Comity,  Vt., 
April  7,  1779.  Both  the  latter  died  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, where  they  had  located  in  1832,  Mr.  Luther 
Oct.  2,  1841,  and  his  wife  Jan.  24,  1852. 

Theodorick  Luther  resided  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  by  them  was 
brought  up  as  a  farmer,  and  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  while  in  the  Empire  State. 
The  family  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Plattsburg, 
N.  Y.,  until  1831,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  of  his 
residence  there  Theodorick  Luther  followed  vari- 
ous kinds  of  a  mechanical  business,  such  as  build- 
ing barns,  w^agons,  sleighs,  etc.,  he  having  a  natural 
ability  in  that  line.  In  August,  1831,  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  made  a  settlement  at  Superior,  Wash- 
tenaw County,  where  he  resided  three  years.  In 
the  summer  of  1834  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Lena- 
w^ee  County,  locating  some  lands  adjoining  his 
father's,  on  the  west,  in  Rome  Tow  nship,  wdiere  he 
ever  afterward  resided.  Not  being  entirely  content 
with  his  agricultural  pursuits,  during  the  winter  of 
1334_35,  he  in  company  with  his  father,  built  a 
sawmill  on  the  Raisin  River,  wdiich  ran  through  their 
land,  and  with  it  sawed  lumber,  to  build  their  own 
houses  and  barns,  besides  doing  considerable  work 
for  neighbors  and  new  settlers.  In  1 847  Mr.  Luther 
built  a  steam  sawmill,  that  was  for  many  years 
w^ell  and  favorably  known  throughout  Rome  Town- 


ship. It  Avas  a  great  benefit  to  the  community  in 
more  ways  than  one,  and  the  enterprise  of  Mr. 
J^uther  in  erecting  it  was  commendable.  Fortun- 
ately, when  he  and  his  father  came  here,  they  had 
(piite  a  sum  of  inoney,  more  than  was  necessary  to 
purchase  their  farms,  and  being  among  the  very 
earliest  pioneers,  they  had  their  choice  of  the  land 
but  preferred  to  liave  small  farms  and  nearer  neigh- 
bors. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1821,  Theodorick  Luther 
married  Miss  Amelia,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Belinda  Hall,  of  Isle  La  Motte,  Grand  Isle  Co.,  Vt. 
Mrs.  Amelia  Luther  was  born  in  Lower  Canada, 
April  29,  1801,  and  became  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Maria  was  born  Feb.  20,  1822, 
and  is  the  wife  of  William  Codding,  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.;  George  W.  A.  was  born  Sept.  20, 
1823,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Adrian  Township;  Char- 
lotte was  born  Nov.  11,  1825,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Edwin  Lamoreaux,  of  Rome;  Eunice  was  born  Nov. 
3,  1828,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1837;  Amelia  was  born 
April  7,  1830,  and  is  the  wife  of  Seth  S.  Walker,  of 
Fairfield;  these  were  born  in  Chazy,  Clinton  Co., 
N.  Y.  Mary  was  born  in  Superior,  Washtenaw  Co., 
Mich.,  April  27,  1832,  and  was  married  to  Lyman 
Chaffee,  of  Rome;  she  died  July  10,  1860.  Alvira 
w^as  born  in  Rome  Towmship,  May  11,  1838,  and 
became  the  wife  of  Ransom  Cerow,  of  Dover  Town- 
ship, who  died  Aug.  6,  1860:  Diana  T.  was  also 
born  in  Rome  Tow^nship,  June  16,  1842,  and  is  the 
wife  of  P.  H.  Dowling,  of  the  same  township.  Mrs. 
Amelia  Luther  died  in  Rome  Township,  Jan  24, 
1875. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1875,  Theodorick 
Luther  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Lucinda, 
the  widow  of  Almarin  K.  Armstrong,  of  Rome,  to 
whom  she  bore  tw^o  children,  namel}^:  James  Arm- 
strong, who  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  10,  1838,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Rome  Township; 
and  Carrie  L.  Armstrong,  also  born  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, March  18,  1859.  Theodorick  Luther  filled 
the  place  of  an  estimable  citizen,  a  kind  father  and 
loving  husband,  until  April  25,  1887,  when  he  was 
called  from  this  vale  of  tears  by  the  Angel  of  death. 

Mrs.  Lucinda  Luther  is  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Jerrells.  a  native  of  Connecticut.  She  was  born  in 
Monroe    County,    N.   Y.,  Aug.    4,  1818,    and  was 
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united  in  marriage,  Jan.  13,  1835,  with  Alniarin  K., 
son  of  William  Armstrong,  a  native  of  England, 
who  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  day.  Almarin 
Armstrong  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Mom'oe  County,  vvhere  he  carried  on  farming.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  September,  18oe5,  settling  in 
Rome  Tovvnship,  where  he  died  in  1873,  respected 
by  all  who  knew  the  sterling  worth  of  the  old  pio- 
neer. 


! 
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\f  /  AMES  KNOX,  a  farmer  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, was  born  Aug,  12,  1817,  in  the  far- 
famed  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  his  birthplace 
^  being  near  Headington.  His  parents,  James 
and  Agnes  (Braids)  Knox,  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

Nurtured  by  the  simple,  wholesome  fare  of  his 
countrj'men,  and  fanned  by  the  fresh  airs  of  his 
native  moors,  our  subject  grew  to  a  strong  and  vig- 
orous manhood.  He  was  early  put  to  work,  mostl}^ 
at  farming,  laboring  chiefly  for  others  until  1845, 
when  he  felt  able  to  place  himself  in  a  position  of 
greater  independence,  by  emigrating  to  America 
and  becoming  a  landed  proprietor  in  his  own  right. 
Accordingly  he  embarked  for  this  land  of  promise 
with  a  snug  sum  of  money  in  his  possession,  and  on 
his  arrival  in  the  country,  made  his  way  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  purchased  113  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 5,  of  Fairfield  Township,  Lenawee  County,  and 
on  this  soil  he  has  established  a  home  and  founded 
a  family  to  perpetuate  his  name  in  America.  By 
the  exercise  of  shrewd  judgment  and  thrift,  the 
birthright  of  every  true  Scotchman,  he  has  been 
greatly  prospered  in  this  land  of  his  adoption,  and 
added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  now  owns 
a  valuable  farm  of  189  acres  in  Fairfield  and  Mad- 
ison Townships.  He  has  erected  substantial  build- 
ings, and  has  every  convenience  for  farming. 

Mr.  Knox  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time 
in  the  spring  of  1847,  to  Deborah  Boyer,  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Boyer,  who  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 
Mrs.  Knox  was  not  long  spared  to  her  husband, 
dying   when  twenty-four  years  of  age,  at  the  birth 


of  their  first  child,  in  1849;  the  child  also  died. 
In  1851  Mr.  Knox  was  a  second  time  married,  to 
Emeline  Boyer,  a  sister  of  his  first  wiCe,  and  born 
in  New  York.  They  passed  life  together  for  twen- 
ty-three years,  until  her  death  in  1874;  she  was  a 
true  wife,  a  wise  mother  and  a  kind  neighbor. 
Of  her  union  with  IMr.  Knox  seven  children  were 
born:  James  married  Miss  Nettie  Halloway,  and 
resides  in  Seneca  Township;  Louisa  is  the  widow 
of  John  Salsbury;  William  married  Ida  Spencer, 
and  resides  in  Medina  Township;  the  other  children 
live  at  home. 

Mr.  Knox  is  much  respected  by  his  neighbors 
as  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  sterling  integrity. 
It  is  to  such  men  that  we  look  to  give  character 
and  prosperity  to  our  towns.  Although  Mr.  Knox 
was  born  a  subject  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, since  he  has  become  a  citizen  of  this  great  Re- 
public he  has  been  a  faithful  supporter  of  its  Gov- 
ernment. In  politics,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
though  he  is  not  an  office-seeker,  but  has  always 
paid  close  attention  to  his  business. 


JUSTUS  IFFLAND,  formerly  an  extensive 
farmer  residing  in  Riga  Township,  was  born 
in  Germany,  Sept.  2,  1822,  and  attended 
school  in  his  native  town  during  his  youth, 
acquiring  a  good  practical  education.  When  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  to  learn  the 
weaver's  trade,  at  which  he  continued  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when,  in  accordance  with  the 
inexorable  laws  of  the  Fatherland,  he  entered  the 
army  and  served  as  a  soldier  for  nine  years.  Dur- 
ing his  term  of  service,  Germany  was  not  exempt 
from  the  wars  and  revolutions  which  occurred  in 
many  European  countries.  The  several  States  of 
Germany  and  Prussia  were  struggling  for  greater 
political  freedom,  and  encouraged  by  the  success 
of  the  French  Revolution  of  1  848,  they  even  at- 
tacked the  capital  city,  Berlin,  and  finally  obtained 
many  concessions  from  their  rulers.  While  in  the 
German  army,  Mr.  Iffland  took  part  in  several  im- 
portant battles. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  army,  Mr.  Iffland 
considered  that  he  could  make  the  best  use   of  the 
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small  lea^acy  of  |5()()  or  $(>00  he  had  inherited  from 
his  mother,  by  investing  it  in  some  land  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  where  he  could  better 
build  up  a  home  for  himself  and  famil3\  Accord- 
ingly in  1851,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  child, 
he  immigrated  to  this  country,  and  landing  in  New 
York  City,  went  direct  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio. 
There  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  partially  improved, 
on  which  stood  a  log  cabin,  and  in  that  humble 
home  the  little  family  commenced  life  in  America. 
Mr.  Itliand  was  an  industrious  and  persistent  w^orker, 
and  soon  had  a  well-improved  farm  and  a  good  >et 
of  farm  buildings.  He  resided  in  Ohio  until  18G8, 
when  he  sold  his  property  in  that  State  and  came 
to  Michigan,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of  190  acres 
on  section  6  of  Riga  Township.  This  farm  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  township,  and  is  furnished  with  a 
good  set  of  buildings;  here  he  rounded  out  his 
period  of  existence,  dying  Nov.  :3,  1883. 

Li  Mr.  Iffland's  death  the  community  lost  a  use- 
ful citizen,  his  neighbors  a  kind  friend,  and  his  fam- 
ily a  good  husband  and  fathei*.^  His  wife,  w^ho  had 
been  to  him  a  faithful  companion  and  helpmeet  in 
this  land  of  their  adoption,  still  survives  him.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Anna  Lohr,  and  she  was  born  in 
Germany,  Feb.  16,  1822.  Her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Iffland  occurred  in  February,  1849.  Six  children 
wxre  born  of  their  union,  namely:  Catherine  C, 
the  wife  of  William  Mitchell,  of  Ida,  Monroe 
County;  George,  living  in  Ogden  Township;  Mag- 
gie, the  wife  of  Henry  Rohrbach,  of  Riga  Town- 
ship; John,  living  in  Riga  Township;  Peter  W., 
living  on  the  homestead  with  his  mother,  and 
Charles,  a  physician  i)racticing  in  Ida,  Monroe 
County,  this  State. 


>^-^- 


^  AMES  F.  MUNGER,  owner  of  what  was  form- 
ed}^ known  as  the  ^'Evans  farm,"  on  section 
33,  in  Rome  Township,  took  possession  of 
this  property  in  the  spring  of  1882,  having 
come  to  this  county  from  Milan  Township,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio.  He  occupies  a  good  position  socially  and 
financially,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  valued 
members  of  the  community.     His  farm  embraces 


•^^■-^^ 


(Mghty  acres  of  good  land,  tillable  and  fertile,  and 
the  buildings,  tasteful  and  substantial,^will  bear  fair 
comparison  with  others  of  the  kind  in  a  section  of 
country  peopled  by  an  intelligent  class  of  citizens. 

Our  subject  is  the  seventh  child  of  Eliab  and 
Millicent  (Ketchum)  Munger,  who  at  the  date  of 
his  birth,  Nov.  7,  1820,  were  residents  of  Huron, 
Erie  Co.,  Ohio.  Ephraim  Munger,  the  grandfather, 
had  removed  from  Connecticut  to  the  Buckeye 
State  a  short  time  previously,  and  died  upon  the 
place  where  he  first  settled,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  had  been  married  first  in  his  na- 
tive State,  and  his  wife  died  there  when  fifty-five 
years  of  age.  The  second  wife  died  in  Ohio,  aged 
sixty-five.  Ephraim  Munger  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  vvhom  Eliab,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest.  Eliab  Munger  was  born  Dec.  12, 
1784,  and  his  wife  Millicent,  Jan.  13,  1786.  They 
were  married  Nov.  1,  1804,  and  became  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children.  They  emigrated  from  Con- 
necticut to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age 
of  fifty-two,  and  his  wife  when  fifty-four. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  continued  under 
the  home  roof  after  the  death  of  his  father  until 
reaching  his  majority.  He  was  then  employed  as  a 
farm  laborer  until  his  marriage,  Jan.  8,  1854.  On 
the  8th  of  January  follow^ing,  he  purchased  200 
acres  of  land  in  Huron  Township,  of  which  he  took 
possession  and  occupied  four  years.  Then  selling- 
out  he  returned  for  a  time  to  the  old  home  and 
shortly  afterward  purchased  land  adjacent,  upon 
which  he  farmed  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  landed  possessions  in  the  Buckeye 
State  and  came  to  this  county,  bringing  with  him 
his  stock  and  household  goods.  He  has  been  quite 
successful  in  his  struggle  with  the  soil  in  the  Wol- 
verine State  and  is  regarded  as  a  valued  accession  to 
the  community. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Caroline  Sweet,  who  was  born  in  New  London, 
Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  23,  1827,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  AVilliam  and  Abigail  Sweet,  natives  of  New  York 
State.  Mr.  Sweet  w^asborn  Feb.  23,  1783,  and  died 
in  Ohio,  aged  seventy-six  years.  The  mother  was 
born  April  28,  1792,  and  died  at  the  homestead  in 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  at  the  same  age  as  her  husband. 
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Of  their  ten  children  all  but  one  lived  to  mature 
years.  The  family  for  generations  had  been  ad- 
herents of  the  Quaker  Church.  The  eldest  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munger,  Frank  8.,  was  born  in  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  Dec.  15,  1857,  is  married  and  the 
father  of  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter;  he  is 
farming  in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  Jabin  R.  was 
born  April  17,  1862,  is  married  and  a  resident  of 
Rome  Township;  Clark  W.  was  born  Feb.  16,  1865, 
and  works  the  farm  of  his  father  on  shares.  One  son, 
Willie,  was  born  Aug.  10,  1860,  and  died  in  Sep- 
tember  following. 


■-^^s^^O^^-^^^^^^*^ 


eARLTON  M.  ELLIS  occupies  a  good  farm 
on  section  20,  in  Blissfield  Township.  His 
property  includes  ninety-five  acres  of  land, 
containing  a  commodious  brick  residence  with  a 
frame  barn  and  all  other  necessary  out-buildings. 
The  land  is  partially  drained  with  tile,  and  by  a 
process  of  careful  cultivation  yields  in  abundance 
the  finest  crops  in  Michigan.  Mr.  Ellis  is  regarded 
as  a  good  farmer,  a  kind  and  reliable  neighl)or,  and 
a  useful  member  of  society. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  in  Potsdam, 
St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took  place 
Dec.  21,  1829,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  William 
and  Mary  (Sherman)  Ellis,  who  had  located  in  that 
section  soon  after  their  marriage.  The  father  of 
our  subject  w^as  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  was 
the  son  of  Ziba  Ellis,  who  during  his  early  man- 
hood followed  the  sea  and  made  his  home  at  New 
Bedford.  He  removed  first  from  Massachusetts  to 
Vermont  and  later  to  New  York  State,  locating  in 
St  Lawrence  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that 
region  and  shared  with  his  brother  pioneers  the 
hardships  and  difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  country. 

William  Ellis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  lad 
ten  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to  New 
York  State.  He  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  ob- 
taining a  limited  education,  and  married  MissMajy 
A.  Sherman,  a  native  of  Hinesburg,  Vt.  They  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  near  Potsdam,  where  they  resided 
until  1854,  then  migrated  to  Michigan,  and  locating 


in  the  village  of  Blissfield,  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  The  mother  passed  aw^ay  July  18, 
1878,  and  the  father  Jan.  10,  1876.  Carlton  M. 
attended  the  conmion  school,  assisting  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm  as  long  as  his  parents  continued  resi- 
dents of  the  country,  and  after  their  removal  to 
Blissfield  he  still  continued  under  the  home  roof, 
but  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Ogden  Township. 
This,  however,  he  never  occupied,  but  sold  a  few- 
years  later  and  purchased  that  which  constitutes  his 
present  homestead.  Upon  this  he  has  labored  in- 
dustriously and  with  excellent  results  as  we  have 
already  indicated. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Bur- 
nett, which  took  place  at  Petersburg,  Monroe  Co., 
Mich.,  Nov.  22,  1865.  Mrs.  Ellis  w^as  born  in  that 
part  of  Blissfield  now  included  in  Deerfield  Town- 
ship, and  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Amelia 
(Pratt)  Burnett,  natives  of  Salem,  Washington  Co., 
N.  Y.  They  came  to  Lenawee  County  in  March, 
1835,  and  are  now  both  deceased.  (See  sketch  of 
her  brothers,  Edgar  and  John  Burnett,  for  family 
history.)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  have  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Clara  L.,  born  Dec.  11,  1871.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  decided  Republican,  politically,  and  his  es- 
timable lady  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Ellis  were 
born  in  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  her  great-grand- 
father having  been  Thomas  Burnett,  who  emigrated 
to  America  late  in  the  eighteenth  century  and 
settled  near  Shaftsbury,  Vt.  His  son  James  was 
born  in  Shaftsbury  and  removed  to  Salem,  Wash- 
ington Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1800,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  known  as  the  Hoy  farm,  which  is  still 
owmed  by  his  descendants;  he  met  his  death  there 
five  years  later  by  an  accident.  His  wife  was  in  her 
girlhood  Miss  Jeanette  Eldgar.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Ellis  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Washington  County, 
where  he  was  married  in  1830,  and  lived  until  1835, 
when  he  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  settling 
upon  the  present  site  of  Deerfield.  He  purchased 
a  tract  of  timber  land  and  remained  a  resident  of 
this  county  until  his  death.  He  changed  property 
twice,  finally  locating  on  section  11,  where  he  had 
a  comfortable  home,  and  died  on  the  6th  of  Febru- 
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ary,  1856.  The  mother  of  l\Irs.  Elh's.  formerly  IVTiss 
Amelia  Pratt,  was  born  in  Washington  Count\%  K. 
Y.,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Blissfield 
Township,  Jan.  16,  1872. 


^|p^^ATHA]SiIEL    BALL.      Among   the   3^oung 
[     ]//   men  who  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan 

ll[J^  in  the  spring  of  1833,  was  Jonathan  Ball, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  and  a  native  of  New 
l^oi'k  State.  He  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  28,  in  Rollin  Township,  and  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  Dec.  18,  1866, 
when  sixty-two  years  of  age.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Nathaniel  Ball,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionaiy  War,  and  it  was  his  lot  to 
suffer  many  hardships  and  i)riva,tions  while  in  the 
service.  He  spent  his  last  years  in  New  Yc-rk. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Julia  A.  Tingley,  a  sister  of  Samuel  and  John 
H.  Tingley,  who  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  She  passed  away  after  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  Dec.  31,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years. 

Mv.  Ball,  of  our  sketch,  continued  a  member  of 
his  father's  household  until  reaching  his  majority, 
receiving  a  limited  education  in  the  district  school, 
and  becoming  familiar  with  farm  pursuits.  At  this 
age  he  started  out  for  himself  and  followed  farm- 
ing and  carpentering  in  Ionia  County,  this  State, 
for  a  period  of  ten  years.  During  this  time  he 
had  purchased  and  sold  three  different  farms,  and 
returning  to  Rollin  Township  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence on  the  old  place  and  continued  with  his 
parents  during  their  lifetime.  After  the  death  of 
his  mother  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  property,  and  is  still  in  possession  of 
the  original  homestead.  To  this  he  added  thirty 
acres  by  a  subsequent  purchase  and  also  has  a  farm 
further  south.  His  only  brother,  William  IL,  is 
still  a  resident  of  Rollin  Township. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  events 
in  the  life  of  our  subject  was  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  on  the  1st  of  February,  1860,  his 
bride  being  Miss  R.  J.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Luvinia  (Robison)  Cummins.       Mr.  Cummins  was 


a  nntiv(^  of  Orange  County.  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  the 
vicinity  of  Ionia,  Mich.,  in  1862,  where  he  spent 
his  last  years,  and  died  when  about  seventy-six 
3'ears  of  age;  Mrs.  Cummins  died  in  New  York 
State,  Oct.  25,  1844.  Mrs.  Ball  came  to  this  State 
before  tlie  arrival  of  her  father,  in  1857.  She  was 
l)orn  in  Lansing.  N.  Y.,  Jan.  25,  1834,  and  was 
consequently  but  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
her  mother's  death.  Of  the  seven  children  com- 
jorising  the  parental  hr)usehold  only  three  are 
living. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  five 
children,  recorded  as  follows:  Jonathan  W.  was 
born  in  Ionia  County,  Feb.  7,  1865,  and  is  now  a 
capable  young  man,  and  works  the  farm  witli  his 
father;  Luvinia  was  born  Feb.  11,  1867,  and  con- 
tinues at  home  with  her  parents;  Martin  T.  was 
born  .June  24,  1868.  and  married  Miss  Dora, 
daughter  of  Roswell  Bennett,  a  well-known  resident 
of  Adrian  Township,  who  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  Albuivi;  he  also  is  working  at  home  with  his 
father.  Nellie  was  born  Jan.  15,  1870,  and  on  the 
18th  of  September,  1886,  was  married  to  Justin 
Curtis,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Clayton,  in 
Rome  Township;  he  is  the  son  of  Robert  Curtis,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  that  township.  Julia  was 
born  Nov.  20,  1872,  and  died  when  three  years  of 
age. 

Mrs.  Ball  is  a  lady  highly  esteemed  by  her  neigh- 
bors, and  with  her  husband  is  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  Ladies'  Missionary  Society.  Mr. 
Ball  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  cause  of  temperance.  The  educational 
and  religious  institutions  of  this  section  have  ever 
found  in  him  a  steadfast  and  substantial  friend. 


LPIIEUS  J.  ROBERTSON  is  an  extensive 

land-owner  and  a  prominent  representative 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Ogden  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Preston  County,  W. 
Jan.  28,  1837,  and  was  the  second  child  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Robertson  (for  parental  his- 
tory see  sketch  of  George  P.  Robertson).  He  was 
but  a  few  years  old  when  his  parents  left  their  home 
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in  Virginia  and  emigrated  to  Wayne  Connty,  Ohio. 
After  living  there  a  short  time  they  removed  to 
Medina  County,  in  the  same  State,  whence,  after  a 
short  residence,  they  came  to  this  State  in  the  year 
1854,  and  located  in  Ogden  Township,  where  the 
father  bought  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land. 

In  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  this  land  and 
in  its  cultivation,  Alpheus  Robertson  acquired  a 
good  practical  knowledge  of  farming.  From  his 
worthy  parents  he  inherited  those  habits  of  industry, 
which,  combined  with  the  principles  of  honesty  and 
rectitude  that  they  early  instilled  in  his  mind,  have 
made  him  an  honored  and  valuable  citizen.  Thus 
well  fitted  for  a  useful  career,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  left  the  parental  home  to  find  work  elsewhere, 
which,  as  he  w^as  industrious  and  capable,  he  had 
no  diflficulty  in  procuring.  He  worked  first  by  the 
month,  and  later  by  the  day  or  job.  He  saved  his 
earnings  as  he  was  ambitious  of  possessing  land  of 
his  own,  and  at  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  had 
quite  a  sum  of  money  which  he  applied  in  the  pur- 
chase of  forty  acres  of  timbered  land  on  section  1 5 
of  Ogden  Township.  The  price  of  the  land  was 
$600,  and  he  continued  working  out  to  complete 
the  payment,  devoting  his  spare  time  to  clearing 
and  cultivating  his  land. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1866,  Mr.  Robertson  was 
married  to  Julia  Wilcox,  who  was  born  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.,  March  16,  1846.  Her  grand- 
father, John  Wilcox,  removed  from  New  York  to 
Seneca  Township,  this  county,  and  spent  his  last 
years  here.  Her  father,  A.  P.  Wilcox,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  State,  where  he  married  and  lived 
until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  removed  to 
Washtenaw  County  and  became  one  of  its  pioneer 
settlers.  He  there  married  Statira  Varnum,  and 
removed  with  his  family  from  Washtenaw  County 
to  Lenawee  County  in  1848,  settling  in  Seneca 
Township.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  for 
which  he  paid  $400,  and  first  built  a  log  house  for 
himself  and  family.  He  had  his  farm  well  improved 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  June,  1886;  his  widow 
continues  to  reside  on  the  homestead. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Robertson  located  on  his 
land  on  section  15,  Ogden  Township,  which  he  had 
nearly  cleared,  and  had  twenty  acres  of  it  under 
aultivation;  here  he  still  continues  to  reside.     In 


June,  1  864,  lie  had  made  a  second  purchase  of  eighty 
acres  of  timber  land  on  section  16,  pa^nng  $600  for 
it.  and  his  next  purchase  was  of  forty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 15,  at  the  price  of  $500.  In  1872  he  bought 
another  tract  of  land  on  section  15  for  which  he 
paid  $800,  and  in  1877  he  bought  still  another  40- 
acre  tract  on  section  15.  He  now^  has  a  valuable 
farm  of  295  acres,  155  of  which  is  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Robertson  may  well  be 
called  a  self-made  man,  as  he  owes  his  position  to 
his  adherence  to  the  principles  of  rectitude  acquired 
in  youth,  and  to  his  energy  and  perseverance.  His 
success  in  life  is  also  in  part  due  to  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  his  wife,  who  is  to  him  indeed  a  help- 
meet in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  are  giving  their  two 
sons,  Eugene  Herbert  and  Alonzo  Edson,  every 
opportunity  for  a  good  education ;  but  it  is  at 
home  where,  by  precept  and  example,  the}^  will 
learn  from  their  excellent  parents  those  lessons  of 
wisdom  which  will  best  fit  them  to  l)e  manly  men 
and  good  citizens.  In  politics  Mr.  Robertson  is  a 
strong  Republican,  interesting  himself  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  advancement  of  the  town  or  State. 
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^\APT.  HENRY  N.  KING,  a  stair-builder. 
ill  r  ^^'<^^^-^'^^'ver  and  office-fitter,  is  a  resident  of 
^^/  Adrian,  where  he  is  conspicuous  among  men 
of  his  calling.  Mr  King  is  a  native  of  Michigan, 
where  he  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Washtenaw 
County,  March  26,  1839.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject is  Rufus  S.  King,  a  native  of  New  York,  where 
he  was  born  in  the  town  of  Augusta.  In  1830  he 
was  married,  in  Monroe  County,  that  State,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Solomon  Nichols,  Esq.  Af- 
ter marriage  they  came  to  Adrian  Township,  this 
county,  and  afterward  returned  to  New  York  for  a 
time,  when  they  again  came  to  Michigan  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  in  Bridgewater,  Washtenaw  County, 
where  he  still  resides. 

The  parental  household  included  ten  children, 
five  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  Henry  is  the 
second.     He  was  educated  in  the   old  log   school- 
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house,  with  common  slabs  for  benches,  and  remained 
on  the  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  sixteenth 
year,  when  he  left  home  and  engaged  to  work  as 
trackman  on  the  Jackson  Branch  of  the  Lake  vShore 
(fe  Michigan  Southern  liailroad.  At  the  end  of  two 
years  he  went  to  Clinton,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  millwright,  which  included  at  that  time 
pattern-making,  as  well  as  carpenter  and  joiner 
work.  He  then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account  in  Bridge  water,  his  transactions  extending 
over  three  or  four  townships  in  Washtenaw  County, 
and  continued  until  tlie  fall  of  1859,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  l)usiness  of  tanning  and  currying  in 
Freedom  Center,  in  partnership  with  another  man. 
Fn  this  he  was  unsuccessful,  losing  in  a  few  months 
'tl,000,  which  was  all  he  had  accunuilated  previ- 
ously. He  then  came  to  Adriiui  and  engaged  in 
work  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner  until  June  15,  1861, 
when  he  enlisted,  and  assisted  in  raising  a  com})any. 
Mr.  King  was  assigned  to  Company  F,  47th  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  was  made  its  First  Lieutenant.  They 
were  first  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Camp  Clay, 
removed  thence  to  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  and 
in  August,  1861,  they  were  ordered  into  the  field 
in  West  Virginia,  under  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and 
took  part  in  the  following  engagements:  Cross 
Lane,  Sewell  Mountain,  Gaunley  Bridge,  Summers- 
ville,  Louisville  and  Charleston,  besides  several 
smaller  engagements.  Mr.  King  next  acted  for  six 
months  as  a  scout,  and  had  several  skirmishes  with 
the  guerrillas.  In  September,  1862,  he  was  in  the 
celebrated  retreat  under  ('ol.  A.  J.  Lightburn, 
which  was  a  terrible  march  of  six  days  and  nights 
without  any  halt  and  a  continuous  fight  during  all 
the  way.  In  January,  1863,  Henry  N.  King  was  pro- 
moted Captain,  and  in  that  rank  he  served  out  the 
remainder  of  four  years.  He  fought  at  Arkansas 
Post,  Black  River  Bridge,  Clinton,  Raymond, 
Chickasaw  Bluffs,  and  was  engaged  at  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg  from  June,  1863,  until  its  sur- 
render, on  the  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  In  the  general  assault  upon  Upper 
Vicksburg,  June  22,  1863,  Capt.  King  lost  one-half 
of  his  company,  lacking  one  man.  He  afterward 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Mission  Ridge  and  Ring- 
gold, Ga.,  and  then  marched  to  the  relief  of  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  whence  they  were  ordered  to  Larkins- 


ville,  Ala.,  where  he,  with  his  regiment,  was  vet- 
eranized and  received  a  furlough. 

On  returning  from  his  furlough  Capt.  King  en- 
gaged in  the  battles  of  Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca  and 
Kennesaw  Mountain,  in  the  last  of  which  he  received 
the  wound  in  his  forehead,  which  was  made  by  a 
ball  glancing  against  his  skull,  which,  however,  it 
fortunately  did  not  fracture.  He  was  engaged  in 
all  the  battles  in  and  around  Atlanta,  and  was  in 
the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  and  down  as  far  as 
Anderson ville,  where  he  tendered  his  resignation, 
which  was  accepted;  he  had  taken  part  in  thirty- 
three  battles.  He  then  made  his  way  to  the  North, 
arriving  in  Adrian  Nov.  8,  1864,  where  he  engaged 
in  general  building  until  1868,  when  he  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  stair-building  and  wood-carving,  locat- 
ing his  shop  at  No.  14  Pearl  street.  During  the  busy 
season  he  employs  several  hands,  and  finds  ready 
sale  for  his  work  throughout  the  States  of  Michi- 
gan and  Ohio,  and  as  far  west  as  Omaha,  Neb.,  at 
which  latter  place  he  executed  the  carved  work  on 
the  court-house. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1864,  while  home  on  his 
veteran  furlough,  Capt.  King  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Frances  E.  Bolles,  of  Chelsea, 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  E.  and  Sarah  A.  Bolles,  and  has 
borne  to  her  husband  three  children — Fredie  E., 
Harry  R.  and  Florence  C.  Mr.  King  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the 
election  of  the  party  ticket.  He  is  a  member  of 
Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M., 
and  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

,¥  USTUS  COOLEY,  a  New  Yorker  by  birth 
and  of  New  England  ancestry,  came  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  183 3-, 
(^^  and  took  up  a  tract  of  Government  land  on 
section  9,  in  Medina  ToAvnship,  where  he  has  lived 
until  the  present  time,  in  the  meantime  establishing 
one  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads  in  this  section 
of  country.  He  has  had  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  various  experiences  of  pioneer  life,  having 
come  here  at  a  time  when  he  was  obliged  to  cut  his 
way  through  the  forest,  working  upon  one  occasion 
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from  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  4  P.  M.,  in  order 
to  get  from  one-half  mile  north  of  where  Morenci 
now  stands  to  their  present  home.  The  nearest 
mill  was  at  the  unpretentious  liamlet  of  Adrian,  and 
the  method  of  transportation,  an  ox-team.  Mr. 
Cooley  hauled  his  wheat  to  Toledo  in  1837,  the 
round  trip  consuming  three  days,  and  sold  it  at 
fifty  or  fifty-three  cents  per  bushel. 

At  that  time  neighbors  were  few  and  far  between, 
and  in  working  his  farm  Mr.  Cooley  was  first 
obliged  to  level  the  trees,  dig  out  the  stumps,  and 
go  through  a  tedious  process  before  the  soil  would 
jield  anything  of  value  to  the  hand  of  the  hus- 
bandman. It  would  seem  as  if  the  early  pioneers 
instinctively  realized  the  importance  of  their  un- 
dertaking to  future  generations,  and  the  conviction 
must  have  given  them  hope  and  courage  in  their 
exhausting  labors.  We  read  of  few  who  abandoned 
their  first  determination  to  subdue  the  soil  of  a  new 
country  or  who  gave  up  their  efforts  to  establish  a 
home  in  the  wilderness.  Mr.  Cooley  and  his  young- 
family  labored  on  without  a  thought  of  turning 
back,  and  in  due  time  began  to  reap  their  reward. 
In  the  spring  of  1834,  lie  started  out  with  renewed 
courage,  and  each  succeeding  year  the  labor  of  sow- 
ing and  reaping  was  lessened  and  the  results  more 
generous.  In  due  time  the  log  cabin  was  replaced 
by  a  commodious  frame  dwelling,  and  there  grew 
up  around  this  the  other  buildings  required  for  the 
storage  of  grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock.  The 
homestead  is  now  complete  with  all  those  comforts 
and  embellishments  which  the  advance  of  education 
and  the  increase  of  jjopulation,  with  the  other  con- 
comitants of  civilization,  have  rendered  natural  and 
necessary. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Leonard  and  Irena 
Cooley,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  subsequently  removed  to  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  whence  they  afterward  came  to  Ann  Arbor, 
this  State,  in  1842.  Their  family  included  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  two  of  whom  are  living. 
Justus,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  child,  and  was 
born  near  Phelpstown,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  9, 
1810.  He  continued  at  the  farm  with  his  father 
until  his  marriage,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1833.  His 
bride,  Miss  Clarissa  Baker,  was  born  in  1815,  and 
was   the  daughter  of  Appolos  and  Lucy  (Church) 
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Baker,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Bay  State  and 
the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baker  about  four  years  after  their  marriage  re- 
moved to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  vvhere  the  death  of 
the  former  took  place  in  1 823.  The  mother  subse- 
quently made  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Fila  (Balcom)  Murray,  where  she  died  in  1848. 
She  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  Or- 
leans, Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Coole}^  completed  her  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Hopewell,  N.  Y.,  and  continued 
with  her  mother  until  her  marriage.  Two  j^ears 
later  our  subject  and  his  wife  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  on  their  present  farm.  They  became 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  namely:  Mary  Jane, 
William  Henry,  Orlando,  Can^line,  Sarah,  Justus, 
Herman,  Lucy^  I.,  Rensselaer,  Miles,  Clara  B.  and 
James.  Those  deceased  are  Orlando,  Caroline, 
Sarah,  Rensselaer  and  James.  Mary  Jane  became 
the  wife  of  Jason  King,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Gratiot  Count}^,  this  State;  William  Henry  is  un- 
married and  at  home  with  his  ])arents;  Justus  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  St^^es,  and  is  farming  in  Gratiot 
County;  Herman  married  jMiss  Alice  Sullen,  and  is 
one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  Dakota;  Lucy, 
Mrs.  Alonzo  Perry,  resides  with  her  Imsband  on  the 
old  John  CoolcA^  farm;  Miles  married  i\Iiss  Emma 
Wilson,  and  is  farming  in  Beadle  County,  Dak.; 
Clara  B.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Ashley,  of  Medina 
Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooley  attend  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  our  subject,  politicall}^  supports  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  lias  had  little  to  do  with 
public  matters,  and  with  the  exception  of  serving 
as  Constable,  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to 
his  farming  interests. 

^N^GDEN  COLE,  one  of  the  leading  cattle  rais- 
ers of  Rollin  Township,  deals  largely  in 
thoroughbred  registered  Holstein  stock,  keep- 
ing upon  his  finely  appointed  farm  a  herd  of  from 
twenty  to  thirty  head,  and  shipping  principally  to 
the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Kansas.  Many 
of  these  animals  are  for  dairy  purposes,  and  com- 
prise some  of  the  finest  blood  of  this  kind  of  cattle 
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in  the  West.  Mr.  Cole  takes  pride  in  his  stock 
operations  and  being  ambitions  to  excel,  is  fully 
entitled  to  the  enviable  reputation  which  he  has  at- 
tained. He  secured  the  tirst  premium  in  the  late 
Fat  Stock  Show  at  Chicago,  and  is  in  the  habit  of 
carrying  off  the  blue  ribbons  at  the  State  and 
county  fairs  on  butter.  He  is  engaged  largeh^  in 
the  dairy  business,  shipping  annually  large  quanti- 
ties of  butter  to  Chicago,  where  he  finds  a  ready 
market  at  a  good  price. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was 
born  at  the  homestead  of  his  father  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship, March  16,  1844.  His  parents,  Elmer  and 
Lucretia  (Smith)  Cole,  were  natives  of  New  York, 
the  father  a  twin  brother  of  Elvin  C.  Cole,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work  in 
connection  with  the  biography  of  Elvin  I).  Cole.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Dec.  4, 
1812,  and  was  the  daughter  of  a  New  York  farmer 
of  modest  means;  she  taught  school  prior  to  her 
marriage.  Grandfather  Sled  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Connecticut. 

Young  Cole  attended  tirst  the  district  school  and 
completed  his  studies  in  Raisin  Valley  Seminary. 
From  this  time  he  and  his  brother  farmed  the  home 
place,  his  father  having  died  when  our  subject  w^as 
about  ten  years  old.  When  about  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  he  went  as  brakeman  on  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  where  he  con- 
tinued about  two  years  and  a  half.  He  then  re- 
turned and  operated  the  home  place,  together  with 
fifty-eight  acres  inherited  from  his  father,  for  about 
three  years,  when  he  rented  the  old  Hawkins  place, 
and  remained  there  six  years,  after  which  he  again 
assumed  the  management  of  his  father's  old  home 
place,  and  in  connection  with  his  own  land  has  since 
that  time  cultivated  the  soil  and  carried  on  his 
stock  operations  with  unqualified  success. 

Mr.  Ogden  Cole,  for  his  wife,  selected  one  of  the 
most  estimable  young  ladies  of  his  native  township. 
Miss  Hannah  H.  Hawkins,  to  whon]  he  was  married 
at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Oct.  10,  1863.  Mrs.  Cole 
is  the  daughter  of  John  R.  and  Hannah  T.  (Hay- 
ward)  Hawkins,  and  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
of  her  father,  in  Rollin  Township,  May  14,  1845. 
Mr.   Hawkins   was  born  in  Oxford,   England,  and 


came  to  this  county  at  a  ver^^  early  day,  taking  up 
a  tract  of  Government  land  in  1834,  from  which 
he  built  up  a  good  farm  and  *became  one  of  the  im- 
portant men  of  the  county.  The  Hawkins  family 
were  prominent  in  England,  where  they  were  largely 
represented,  although  having  but  one  bo}"  in  two 
generations.  One  of  Mrs.  Cole's  great-aunts  was 
the  mother  of  twenty-two  children.  They  were 
people  mostly  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
almost  without  exception  the  possessors  of  good 
property. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  settled 
upon  the  farm  where  they  now  reside.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  children :  Elmer  E.,  who  was 
born  April  9,  1865,  and  completed  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Hudson ;  he  is  now  teaching  in  Wood- 
stock Township,  and  drives  back  and  forth  five  miles 
each  morning  and  night.  Rosa  A.,  who  was  born 
Aug.  22,  1876,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  par- 
ents, is  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  school  at  Addi- 
son;  Mina  E.  was  born  March  6,  1883,  and  was 
the  first  child  born  in  Grandfather  Hawkins'  stone 
house.  Mrs.  Cole  was  graduated  at  Raisin  Valley 
Seminary,  and  is  warmly  interested  in  the  temper- 
ance work  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  Mr.  Cole,  politically,  voted  with  the  Re- 
publican party  before  the  agitation  of  the  temper- 
ance question,  but  now  supports  the  Prohibition- 
ists. The  family  have  been  deeply  religious  as  far 
back  as  the  record  is  preserved,  being  mostly  ad- 
herents of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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¥  WILLIAM  L.  ROGERS,  one  of  the  moving 
spirits  in  the  building  up  of  Adrian  Town- 
ship, occupies  a  good  farm  on  section  19, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  important  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  He  has  been  public  spir- 
ited and  liberal,  and  since  the  time  of  first  coming 
here,  has  taken  a  warm  interest  in  his  adopted 
county.  He  is  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  took  place  May  2,  1816.  His  father, 
Clark  Rogers,  and  his  paternal  grandfather  were 
also  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  the  family  was 
widely  and  favorably    known  throughout   Cayuga 
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County.  Clark  Rogers,  for  a  period  of  forty  years 
followed  farming  and  blacksmithing,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  county. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood    I 
was  Miss  Waty  Niles,  was  born  in  the  same  county    \ 
as  her  husband,  and  died   there  when  about  fifty   | 
years  of  age.     They  reared  a  family  of   eight  chil-   ' 
dren,  of  whom  but  two  are  living:  William  L.,  our   \ 
subject,  and  his  brother  John,  who  is  a  resident  of   j 
Elkhart,  Ind.     William  L.  remained  under  the  home 
roof  until  twenty-two  years   of   age,  during   which 
time  he  had    learned   blacksmithing   of   his   father,    j 
He  followed  this  afterward  in  his  native  county  un-    ^ 
til   1889,  then   came   to  Michigan    and    i)urchased    I 
forty -five  acres  of    land  in   Rome  Township,  this    \ 
county.     He  at  once  commenced  the  improvement   I 
of  his  purchase,  while  at  the   same  time  lie   carried    i 
on  his  trade  for  a  period  of  twelve  years;  then  sell- 
ing  out,  he  purchased  ninety-one  acres,  which  con- 
stitutes his  present  homestead.     It  is  hardly  neces-    I 
sary  to  say  that  there  was  a  wide  contrast   between 
its  present  condition  and  that  of  to-day.     The  land 
had  been  very  little  cultivated,  and  there    were   no 
improvements  worth  mentioning. 

After  the  purchase  of  his  land,  and  having  made 
his  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of  a  perma- 
nent home,  Mr.  Rogers,  in  1840,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Susan,  daughter  of   Cornelius  and 
Sallie  (Dickson)   Scott,  the  former   of   New  York 
State.     Mr.  and  Mrs.    Scott  came  to    Michigan    in 
the  pioneer  days,  and  located  on  a  tract  of    land  in 
Rome  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  laboring  after  the  fashion  of  the  people 
of  those  days  to  build  up  a  home,  and  meeting  with 
success.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  and  departed  this  life  in  the   spring 
of    1871,    when   fifty  years    of   age.     Mrs.  S.   ac- 
quitted herself  in  the  most  praisewortiiy  manner  as  a 
wife  and  mother,  and  her  death  was  mourned  by  a    | 
large    circle    of    friends   and    acquaintances.      Mr.    I 
Rogers'    eldest  daughter,  Jeanette,  died   in   1864,    | 
when  about  eighteen  years  of  age;  Lauretta  is  the    | 
wife  of  John  Anderson,  of  Ohio;  Clark  left  home   I 
when  a  young  man,  and  for  fifteen  years  has  been    I 
^'paddling  his  own  canoe ;"  Louis  C.   is  a    resident   i 
of   New  York  State,    and  has   a    wife  and  child;   i 
Pearley  E,   married  W.  Chambers,  who  is  now   de-   i 
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ceased  ;  she  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  Hattie, 
Mrs.  Charles  Chambers,  is  a  resident  of  Jackson, 
and  the  mother  of  one  child ;  Niles  operates  the 
home  farm :  Bell  married  John  Hawley,  who  is  farm- 
ing with  Mr.  Rogers  on  shares;  they  have  three 
children. 

Mr.  Rogers,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Miss 
Sallie,  daughter  of  Isaac  Dickson,  who  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Adrian  Township,  Sept.  30,  1882, 
wlien  about  fifty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Rogers  is  Dem- 
ocratic in  politics,  and  has  held  nearly  all  the  local 
offices  of  his  tc^wnship,  officiating  as  School  Director 
for  fifteen  years,  and  still  holding  the  office.  He 
has  always  been  interested  in  th«}  establishment  of 
educational  and  religious  institutions,  and  has  con- 
tributed to  the  building  of  two  or  three  churches. 
He  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
faith,  to  which  he  still  adheres.  Although  perhaps 
not  the  hero  of  any  thrilling  event,  he  has  acquitted 
himself  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and 
receives  his  reward  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 
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ARON  J.  PALMER,  manufacturer  and  re- 
tail dealer  of  furniture  and  chairs,  in  Te- 
//  IS  cumseh,  Mich.,  is  an  energetic  and  wide- 
awake citizen,  greatly  aiding  the  i)usiness 
interests  of  the  city.  JMr.  Palmer  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of  Hunter, 
Oct.  7,  1830.  His  father,  Aaron  Palmer,  was  born 
in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  receiving  for  his  services  160  acres  of 
land. 

Aaron  Palmer  married  JaneTerwilleyer,  who  was 
born  in  a  town  on  the  Hudson,  in  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  after  that  event  they  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.  The  land  was  heavily 
timbered,  and  a  complete  wilderness,  and  at  the 
time,  bears,  wolves,  deer,  and  other  wild  animals 
were  quite  plentiful  in  that  locality.  On  this  farm 
they  remained  many  years,  finally  selling  and  mov- 
ing nearer  the  village  of  Hunter,  where  Mrs.  Palmer 
died  in  1853.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Harriet  E.,  the  wife  of  A.  K.  Morgan,  who  is  resid- 
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ing  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  our  subject. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Palmer  came  to 
Michigan  and  spent  his  closing  days   with    his  son. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his  education 
in  the  town  of  Hunter,  attending  the  common 
schools,  and  supplementing  it  with  a  course  at  a 
select  school.  He  had  a  natural  aptitude  for  me- 
chanics, and  in  order  that  this  gift  might  become  of 
practical  benefit  to  him,  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
firm  of  Gilbert  &  Treniain,  to  learn  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade.  He  remained  with  them  until  they 
failed  in  business,  after  which  he  went  to  Pough- 
keepsie, where  he  remained  quite  a  time  with  his 
sister.  Deciding  that  he  could  work  at  his  trade 
more  advantageously  farther  West,  he  started  for 
Cincinnati,  but  meeting  a  friend  on  his  route,  he  was 
persuaded  to  accompany  him  to  Bedford,  a  town 
near  Cleveland,  Ohio.  At  that  place  he  entered 
into  a  partnership  with  Culver  &  Eley,  and  com- 
menced manufacturing  cottage  bedsteads,  institut- 
ing the  first  factory  of  the  kind  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  no  other  being  established  for  six  years.  The 
partnership  lasted  about  two  years,  and  after  its 
dissolution  he  remained  in  Bedford,  working  at  his 
trade  for  other  parties.  In  the  spring  of  1859  Mr. 
Palmer  concluded  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Michigan. 
He  came  to  Parma,  near  elackson.  and  finding  it  a 
desirable  location,  he  established  a  factory  for  mak- 
ing chairs  and  furniture,  but  after  remaining  there 
some  years,  he  removed  to  Tecuinseh,  and  found 
employment  in  the  machine-shop  of  H.  Brewer, 
with  whom  he  remamed  about  ten  years.  In  1876 
he  built  his  present  business  house  and  factory, 
which  is  of  brick,  30x60  feet  in  size,  and  three  stories 
in  height.  For  the  first  three  years  ^Mr.  Palmer 
manufactured  chairs  almost  exclusively,  and  sold 
them  at  wholesale,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  added  the  manufacture  of  other  furniture,  and 
engaged  in  a  retail  trade.  Formanj^  years  he  gave 
employment  to  a  number  of  men. 

Previous  to  his  removal  from  Ohio,  Mr.  Palmer 
formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Caroline  Marks, 
who  was  born  near  Cleveland,  in  that  State.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  fc>llows: 
Frances  W.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Jacobs; 
Aaron,  deceased ;  Orlando  and  Caroline. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  Democrat,  with  con- 


■^^^»-^ 


servative  views,  and,  although  he  has  no  aspirations 
for  public  office,  feels  it  the  duty  of  every  man  to 
regard  his  elective  franchise  with  peculiar  honor. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  good  financial  standing,  and 
his  integrity  and  fair  dealing  are  without  question. 
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ENRY  W.  HO  WD,  a  son  of  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Rollin  Township,  has  si)ent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  this  section  of 
country,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  most 
energetic  and  enterprising  men.  Of  late  years  he 
has  been  dealing  in  fine  horses,  principally  trotters, 
nnd  has  also  given  much  attention  to  sheep-raising, 
having  at  one  time  about  900  head.  This  latter 
industry,  however,  has  been  superseded  by  his 
operations  in  horses,  his  extensive  dealings  in  wool 
and  liis  loan  business.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  he 
handles  the  best  breeds  of  horses  to  be  found  in 
Lenawee  County,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off 
the  blue  ribbon  at  count}^  fairs.  At  the  head  of 
liis  stables  is  a  valuable  five-year-old,  'M)on  Roths- 
child," which  is  valued  ate|900,and  trotted  his  mile 
in  2:43  when  four  years  old.  Mr.  Ilowd  Is  located 
on  a  fine  farm,  the  property  of  his  mother,  with 
whom  he  lives,  on  section  33  in  Rollin  Township. 
It  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  model  coiuitry  home; 
the  residence  is  attractive  in  its  surroimdings,  and 
the  barns  and  other  out-buildings  are  admirably 
adapted  to  the  purposes  of  stock-raising  after  the 
most  approved  methods. 

Mr.  Howd  is  the  scion  of  an  excellent  old  family, 
and  vvas  born  in  Rollin  Township  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1818.  His  parents,  Harvey  B.  and  Betsey  E. 
(Pitcher)  Howd,  were  natives  of  New  York  State. 
His  father  was  born  June  11,  1816,  and  in  early 
life  operated  in  the  milling  business,  but  he  after- 
ward turned  his  attention  to  carpentering  in  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits.  He  came  to 
IMichigan  during  the  early  settlement  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  liberal- 
minded  and  public-spirited  citizen,  Avilling  to  do 
his  part  toward  the  building  up  of  the  county  and 
sustaining  those  enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  people.      He  held    the  various 
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township  offices  and  was  Postmaster  of  Rollin  for 
eight  or  ten  years  before  the  late  war.  He  also 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  his  public  as 
well  as  his  privafce  life,  labored  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously as  one  building  up  a  record  which  would 
in  all  probability  be  given  to  the  future,  and  of 
which  he  desired  his  children  should  never  be 
ashamed.  In  the  family  circle  he  was  kind  and 
indulgent  as  a  husband  and  father,  and  lives  in  the 
memory  of  bis  children  as  a  model  of  manly  integ- 
rity and  worth.  Mrs.  Betsey  E.  Ilowd,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Arcadia,  Wayne  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Jan.  26,  1821.  She  came  with  her  parents  to 
the  West,  and  was  married  to  Harvey  Howd  Feb. 
19,  1844.  His  death  took  place  at  the  homestead 
March  28,  1875,  when  he  was  about  fifty-nine  years 
of  age.  The  household  included  four  children,  who 
are  named  as  foliow^s:  Amelia,  Henry  W.,  Helen 
I.  and  Harvey. 

Henry  W.  continued  under  the  home  roof  until 
reaching  his  majority,  at  an  early  age  evincing  un- 
common business  talent,  and  then  starting  out  for 
himself  he  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  livestock,  buying 
cattle  and  sheep  which  he  at  first  drove  to  Toledo. 
A  3^ear  later  he  commenced  selling  to  parties  who 
shipped  stock  to  Buffalo,  and  added  to  his  transac- 
tions the  purchase  and  sale  of  fine  horses.  To 
these  latter  he  gave  his  entire  attention  after  a  few 
years,  and  no  man  takes  more  pride  in  his  stables 
or  seeks  more  industriously  to  keep  himself  in- 
formed upon  all  matters  regarding  this  noble 
industry.  Although  comparatively  young  in  years, 
he  has  already  attained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
breeder,  and  the  future  will  probably  develop  still 
greater  results  from  his  labors. 


'  LVIN  1).  RICE.  Among  the  old  pioneers 
W£M  of  this  county  and  prominent  business 
men  of  the  present  time,  is  to  be  found 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  Coming  to  this  county  as  early  as  184,5, 
he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  building  up  the 
county  and  developing  its  resources.  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  place  of  Mr.  Rice's  birth, 
which  occurred  on  the  21st  of  May,  1825.     He   is 


the  son  of  Joseph  and  a  grandson  of  a  gentleman 
by  the  same  name  who  was  a  native  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  where  he  passed  all  his  days  and 
died. 

Joseph  Rice,  Jr.,  was  born  May  6,  1780,  in  Con- 
way, Mass.,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  He  continued 
there  until  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Bushnell, 
which  took  place  in  1802,  and  soon  afterward  leav- 
ing the  Bay  State,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  occupied  himself  at 
his  trade  until  1845.  During  that  year  he  cast  his 
lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan,  locat- 
ing in  Medina,  this  county,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  taking  place  on 
the  5th  of  May,  1864.  The  family  of  Joseph  Rice 
consisted  of  four  sons,  Joseph,  John,  Nelson  and 
Alvin,  and  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Eliza,  who 
survived  him;  and  Denon,  Caroline,  Horace  and 
Phoebe,  who  had  passed  away  before  the  death  of 
their  father. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  had  a  twin  brother, 
Benjamin,  and  one  of  them  was  drafted  into  the 
Continental  army.  As  both  were  heads  of  families 
they  agreed  to  serve  alternately,  and  while  one  car- 
ried the  musket  the  other  remained  at  home  and 
looked  after  tlieir  domestic  interests.  They  par- 
ticipated in  numerous  battles,  and  one  of  them 
fought  at  Bunker  Hill.  The  Rice  family  is  of 
English  ancestry,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject having  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  Colonial 
days,  and  he  was  the  father  of  four  sons.  During 
the  French  and  Indian  War  two  little  brothers  of 
Joseph  Rice,  Sr.,  while  at  play  in  a  corn-field  w^ere 
captured  by  the  Indians,  with  whom  they  lived  un- 
til reaching  manhood,  and  were  then  made  chiefs 
of  their  respective  tribes.  Subsequently  they  re- 
turned to  the  parental  home  in  Conw^ay,  Mass.,  but 
only  to  visit,  utterly  refusing  to  resume  civilized 
life.  The  mother  of  our  subject  w^as  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  Burnett,  of  Chesterfield,  Mass., 
and  was  born  there  in  1782.  She  was  married  when 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  coming  to  this  county 
with  her  husband,  died  at  Medina  in  the  winter  of 
I860. 

Apollos  Drown,  father  of  Mrs.  Rice  of  our  sketch, 
was  born  in  Victor,   Ontario  Co,,  N,  Y.,  Sept.   29, 
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1802.  There  also  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and 
was  married,  Dec.  24,  1824,  to  Miss  LydiaB.  Eaton, 
of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Drown  and  his  father- 
in-law,  Capt.  Eaton,  spent  the  winter  of  1827  in 
the  wilderness  of  Michigan,  on  land  already  pur- 
chased by  them  near  the  present  site  of  the  village 
of  Tecumseh.  Mr.  Drown  returned  East  the  next 
year,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1829, 
then  with  his  wife  and  their  three  little  children, 
started  for  their  new  iiome.  They  made  their  way 
from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  in  a  schooner,  having  a 
rough  passage.  From  the  City  of  Straits  their 
household  goods  were  hauled  by  ox-teams  a  distance 
of  nearly  seventy-five  miles. 

Apollos  Drown  was  for  many  j^ears  Captain  of 
IMilitia,  and  it  is  believed  was  the  first  to  receive 
that  commission  from  Gen.  Cass.  He  took  up  his 
residence  in  Medina  Township  a  few  years  before 
his  death,  but  eventually  located  in  the  city  of 
Adrian,  where  he  died  from  paralysis  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1875.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Drown, 
who  married  Cynthia  Turner,  and  he  married  Lydia, 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Brocklebank) 
Eaton,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  July  23,  1799, 
The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Drown  was  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  AVar,  and  her  father  mentioned 
as  the  proudest  recollection  of  his  life  the  fact  of 
having  seen  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ameri- 
can army.  When  Mrs.  Drown  was  three  years  old 
her  parents  removed  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
where  she  lived  until  her  marriage  in  1824.  James 
Eaton  was  the  son  of  David  Eaton,  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  who  married  Miss  Eleanor  Clement.  David 
had  three  brothers,  Samuel,  Josei)h  and  Jonathan, 
and  the  first  mentioned  entered  the  Revolutionary 
army  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Mr.  Drown  and 
his  famil}^  when  on  their  way  to  Michigan  staid 
over  night  in  Detroit  with  Gen.  Cass,  who  then  re- 
sided in  a  log  house. 

Alvin  D.  Rice  remained  at  home  with  his  parents, 
and  after  receiving  a  common-school  education, 
took  up  his  father's  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  In  1842, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  brother  Horace,  looking  up  a  place  for  the 
family  to  settle.  Locating  in  Medina  Township, 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  his  brother  about  one 
year,  and  then  opened  a 'shop  on  his  own  account, 


which  he  conducted  twenty-three  years;  then  sell- 
ing out  his  property  there,  he  removed  to  Rome 
Township  and  purchased  some  twenty  acres  of 
ground,  on  which  he  put  up  a  blacksmith-shop.  In 
c  nnection  with  this  business  he  tilled  his  little 
piece  of  land  and  was  thus  occupied  until  1882. 
when  he  erected  the  fruit  evaporating  works  and 
practically  quit  blacksmithing.  His  object  in  found- 
ing this  establishment  was  to  utilize  the  abundance 
of  fruit  grown  in  this  vicinity. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1848,  Mr.  Rice  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  Apollos  and 
Lvdia  (Eaton)  Drown.  The  latter  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  of  New  England  parentage,  and  had 
come  to  this  count\^  as  early  as  1829.  They  first 
located  in  Tecumseh,  but  later  removed  to  Adrian, 
where  Mr.  Drown  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 
His  wife  survived  him  some  six  years  and  was 
called  home  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty  years. 
Mr.  Drown  cleared  three  large  farms,  two  in 
this  county  and  one  in  Medina  County.  Mrs. 
Rice  was  born  in  this  county.  May  28,  1831.  She 
is  the  mother  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Those  living  are  Lucy  M.,  who  was 
born  Aug.  10,  1852,  and  married  Charles  1).  Sickles; 
she  is  now  a  widow  and  teaches  school  in  the 
city  of  Adrian,  Delos  E.  was  born  Jan.  17,  1855, 
married  Miss  Ame^'  Everett,  and  is  residing  at  Au- 
rora, III;  Irvin  A.  was  born  Aug.  12,  1857,  mar- 
ried Olive  Parsons,  and  is  engaged  in  the  commis- 
sion business  in  the  Rialto  Building  at  Chicago, 
III. ;  he  makes  a  specialty  of  handling  fruit, 
which  his  father  prepares  for  market  by  evaporation, 
and  is  also  the  manager  of  the  Nonpareil  Printing 
Company.  The  youngest  son,  Oscar  N.,  was  born 
Nov.  2,  1866,  and  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Rice 
&  Son  at  the  present  time;  he  was  formerly  con- 
nected with  the  educational  system  of  this  county. 
In  politics  Mr.  Rice  is  a  Republican. 


\1^  AYTON  PARKER.  M.  D.,  of  Blissfield, 
was  born  in  Dundee  Township,  Monroe 
Co..  Mich.,  on  the  17th  of  January,  1846^ 
and  is  the  son  of  Morgan  Parker,  who 
was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1820.  The  grandfather  was  Joshua  Parker, 
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of  English  ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Hollingsford, 
Vt.,  but  removed  to  Oneida  in  the  very  early  set- 
tlement of  that  county.  He  entered  land  and  lived 
in  that  county  until  1825,  and  then,  by  the  way  of 
the  Erie  Canal,  Buffalo,  and  the  Lakes,  he  came  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  disembarking  from  the 
vessels  in  canoes,  and  then,  with  ox-teams,  travel- 
ing overland  to  Dundee,  where  he  was  a  pioneer 
settler.  He  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land 
which  was  heavily  timbered,  and  cut  out  a  farm  in 
the  midst  of  the  wilderness,  upon  which  he  resided 
until  his  death. 

Morgan  Parker,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Michigan.  He  was  reared  in 
Monroe  County,  and  made  that  his  home  until  his 
death.  He  was  ambitious,  wide-awake  and  en- 
terprising by  nature,  and  before  he  was  twentj^- 
one  years  of  age  took  a  contract  from  Senator 
Christiancy  to  construct  a  mill  race  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Macon  River.  Subsequently  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at   Petersburg,  and 


was  still  in  that  business  when  the  war  between  the 
North  and  the  South  began.  Having  always  been 
an  Abolitionist,  and  a  deadly  enemy  to  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  when  hostilities 
began,  to  support  the  Union  cause  in  every  con- 
ceivable manner,  and  very  early  in  the  war  he 
abandoned  his  business  and  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
of  the  1st  Michigan  Regiment  of  Engineers  and 
Mechanics,  entering  the  company  with  the  rank  of 
First  Sergeant.  After  raising  300  men  for  this  reg- 
iment, he  was  offered  a  Captain's  commission  in  the 
15th  Michigan  Infantry,  but  he  declined  this  honor, 
as  he  had  promised  the  men  whom  he  had  enlisted 
to  go  with  them.  He  died  at  Louisville,  on  the 
4th  of  April,  1862,  of  typhoid  fever,  and  his  re- 
mains were  brought  home  and  laid  to  rest  in  Dun- 
dee Cemetery. 

Dr.  Parker's  father  was  a  very  popular  man  with 
all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance.  His  facilities  for 
obtaining  an  education  were  very  limited,  but  his 
natural  ability  was  very  great,  and  by  extensive 
reading  he  stored  his  mind  with  usciful  and  valua- 
ble knowledge.  For  many  years  he  was  a  corres- 
pondent of  the  Detroit  Tribime,  iind  in  that  capacity 
displayed  mnch  literary  ability.     He  never  formed 


any  connection  with  religious  denominations,  but 
he  was  a  thoroughly  upright  and  strictly  honest 
man,  accepting  the  Golden  Rule  as  his  creed.     His 

i    sentiments  were  very  appropriately  expressed  in  the 

i    following,  which  he  often  repeated  : 

'■  Teach  me  to  teel  aiiotbf^r  s  woe. 
To  hide  the  faults  I  see: 
What  inerey  J  to  others  sho\\ . 
That  nierc'v  sliow  to  me.'* 

He  was  a  man  who  was  thoroughly  sincere  in 
every  act  of  his  life,  and  his  death  in  the  service  of 
the  Government  shows  that  he  willingly  gave  his 
life  for  the  principles  he  had  ahvays  espoused. 

The  maiden  name  of  Dr.  Parker's  mother  was 
Rosetta  C.  Breningstall,  who  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  Ann  Breningstall,  who  were  pioneers 
of  Oneida  County,  and  settlers  of  Monroe  County, 
in  1836.  She  died  on  the  15th  of  September,  1881, 
in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  her  age,  and  was  laid  to 
i-est  by  her  children,  to  whom  she  had  acted  the 
part  of  father  and  mother  so  long  and  so  well. 
They  had  five  children,  recorded  as  follows:  Bur- 
ton lives  in  Monroe;  Dayton  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  D wight  lives  in  Petersburg;  Ellen,  the  wife 
of  G.  R.  Brown,  and  Frances,  of  Perry  Closser, 
both  live  in  Petersburg. 

Dayton  Parker  was  the  second  son  in  tlie  family, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  the  mills  in  the  summer, 
while  during  winter  he  attended  school,  until  the 
year  1864,  when,  on  the  4th  of  January,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  6th  Michigan  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
joined  that  command  at  Port  Hudson,  La.  He  re- 
mained in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  at  New  Or- 
leans on  the  20th  of  August,  1865,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Petersburg.  After  his  return  from  the 
army  he  worked  in  the  sawmill  during  the  day,  and 
at  night  and  during  any  spare  time  he  had,  he 
studied  medicine,  and  later  became  a  student  under 
Dr.  J.  J.  Littlefield.  After  progressing  far  enough 
in  his  studies  to  enter  college,  he  attended  lectures 
at  Ann  Arboi",  in  the  class  of  1872-73,  and  then 
located  in  Ogden  Centre,  where  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  In  1875  and  1876  he  attended 
the  Detroit  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  '76.     After  graduating  he 
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came  to  Blissfield  and  entered  into  partnership  wiih 
Dr.  Hal.  C.  Wyman,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
1879,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  in  practice 
with  gratifying  success. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1869,  Dr.  Parker  wns 
married  to  Emily  C.  Hancock,  wlio  was  born  in 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  vvas  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Charlotte  C.  (Laphan)  Hancock.  She  died  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1873,  at  Ann  Arbor.  On  the  IGth 
of  March,  1874,  Dr.  Parker  was  a  second  time  mai- 
ried,  to  Ida  E.  Coggswell,  who  w^as  born  in  Pal- 
myra, Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
R.  S.  and  L^^dia  P.  (Stretch)  Coggswell.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  five  children— Bertha  E.,  Bur- 
ton D.,  Brace  Morgan,  Alma  E.  and  Beatrice. 

Dr.  Parker  takes  a  leading  part  in  all  societies 
and  organizations  with  which  he  is  connected.  He 
is  a  Comrade  of  Scott  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he 
was  the  first  Commander.  He  is  a  member  of 
Blissfield  Lodge  No.  114,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  Deer- 
field  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Vil- 
lage School  Board,  was  President  of  the  A^illage 
Council  for  tw^o  years,  and  w^as  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Adrian  Pension  Board.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  active  f)art  in 
the  campaigns  carried  on  by  that  party. 


\f^ESSE  B.  ODELL  is  a  resident  of  section  14, 
Fairfield  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  also  in  operating  a  sawmill, which 
he  l)uilt  on  his  farm,  in  company  with  liis 
brother,  Silas  J.  Odell.  Mr.  Odell's  parents  were 
Silas  and  Mary  (Comfort)  Odell,  natives  of  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  wheni^e  they  removed  to  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  and  later  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
in  Livingston  County,  where  the  father  died  about 
1867.  The  mother  afterward  came  to  Lenawee 
County,  and  died  in  Fairfield  Township  in  1875. 
They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  Jour  of 
whom  died  young;  six  girls  and  three  boys  lived  to 
maturity. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  in  the  family,  and 
was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1824. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  until  1856, 


when  he  came  with  his  wife  and  three  children  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  this 
county.  Prior  to  1867  he  gave  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Odell  was  married  in  Tioga  County,  Pa., 
July  3,  1845,  to  Polly  A.,  daughter  of  Zenus  and 
Elizabeth  (Daniels)  Roberts,  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts. Their  death  occurred  in  Tioga  County,  Pa., 
where  they  had  removed.  They  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  who  grew  up  to  man  and  woman- 
hood, four  boys  and  four  girls.  Mrs.  Odell  was  the 
seventh  child  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  March  7,  1821.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  three 
children — Sarah  E.,  Hannah  L.  and  Cornelia  R. 
Sarah  E.  is  the  widow  of  James  Carpenter,  who 
died  in  Fairfield  Township  in  1872;  Hannah  L.  is 
the  wife  of  George  C.  Brown,  of  the  same  township; 
Cornelia  R.  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Pentecost,  and  died 
June  21,  1887.  Mr.  Odell  has  been  Highw^ay  Com- 
missioner over  three  years,  and  is  a  member  of 
Fairfield  Lodge  No.  269,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat. 

Silas  J.  Odell,  brother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  14,  1828,  and  came 
to  this  county  in  1858,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent, in  Fairfield  Township,  since  that  time.  He 
owns  and  operates  the  farm  and  sawmill  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother,  Jesse  B.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Fairfield  Lodge  No.  269,  and  Lenawee  Encamp- 
ment No.  4,  in  which  he  has  held  all  the  elective 
offices. 


(!^il  LVA  E.  BEDELL,  one  of  the  self-made 
(@0     men  of  Lenawee  County,  has  a  finely  ap- 

//rife  P^^^it^^  farm  on  section  27,  in  Woodstock 
(g|'  Township,  which  he  acquired  by  his  own 

industry  and  prudence,  having  commenced  humbly 
in  life  and  comparatively  without  means.  His  early 
home  was  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  where  his  birth 
took  place  Oct.  17,  1852.  His  parents,  Zachariah 
and  Margaret  (Drake)  Bedell,  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  The  father  died  in  this  county,  while  the 
mother  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  section  25, 
Woodstock  Township.     Of  the  family  a  further  his- 
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tory  may  be  foiiiid  in  the  sketcii   of  Lewis  Bedell, 
contained  in  this  vohirae. 

Our  subject  continued  at  home  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  working  on  the  farm  and  receiving  a 
limited  education  in  the  district  school.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  he  commenced  operating  his 
father's  farm  on  shares,  and  after  two  or  three  re- 
movals, purchased  the  Richards  farm  in  Woodstock 
Township,  which  has  been  his  home  since  the  spring 
of  1877.  He  has  now  seventy  acres  under  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation,  with  handsome  and  substantial 
buildings.  The  residence  was  put  up  in  1882,  jind 
the  main  barn  in  1885,  and  there  are  few  better 
buildings  in  tlie  township  than  those  erected  by  our 
subject.  He  carries  on  general  agriculture  and  en- 
joys each  3^ear  a  comfortable  income  from  his  till- 
age of  the  soil. 

Mr.  Bedell  was  married,  Dec.  31,  1874,  to 
]Miss  Betsey  B.  AYheaton,  a  native  of  this  township, 
and  born  Nov.  8,  1853.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Peter  M.  and  Lorctta  S.  (Sanfoid)  Wheaton,  na- 
tives of  New  York  State,  and  early  pioneers  of  Len- 
awee County  (for  family  history,  see  sketch  of 
Mrs.  Loretta  Wheaton.)  The  family  includes  three 
children  only:  Bertha  R.,  who  was  born  in  AVood- 
stock  Township,  April  22,  1876,  and  is  attending 
the  district  school;  James  M.,  who  was  born  Sept. 
14,  1880,  and  a  baby  boy,  Oct.  29,  1887,  named 
Milfred  A. 

Mr.  Bedell  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Til- 
den,  and  since  that  time  has  supported  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democracy.  His  reputation  is  that  of 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  the  friend  of 
honesty  and  sobriety,  and  one  intelligently  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  people  around  him.  He 
takes  a  pardonable  pride  in  the  result  of  his  long- 
continued  labor,  and  each  year  adds  something  to 
the  beauty  and  value  of  his  farm. 
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^^  HARLES  W.  STOCUM,  M.  D.  Thisgentle- 
(|(^  man  deserves  credit  for  the  reputation  he 
^^(^  has  secured  as  a  physician  and  surgeon 
among  the  people  whom  he  serves.  As  a  physician 
he  is  a  patient,  constant  and  sympathetic,  yet  in  the 


hour  of  extremity  he  is  cool,  calm  and  courageous, 
inspiring  the  sick  and  distressed  with  feelings  of 
!  confidence  in  times  of  suffering.  Amid  all  his  toil 
he  still  finds  time  for  the  study  of  his  profession, 
keeping  himself  well  abreast  with  the  practical  de- 
tails and  the  modern  discoveries  in  medicine.  Such 
a  mind  as  his,  stored  as  it  is,  and  the  genial  disposi- 
ti(^n  and  temperament  which  it  is  his  fortune  to  pos- 
sess, are  sure  to  yield  success  as  their  fruit.  He  is 
the  oldest  practitioner  in  IMorcnci,  having  come  to 
this  town  in  June,  1855. 

Charles  W.  Stocum  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  3,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb  and 
Elizabeth  (Wilbur)  Stocum.  The  father  was  a  tai- 
lor by  trade,  but  during  the  later  years  of  his  life 
engaged  in  farming.  He  removed  with  his  family 
to  Lenawee  County  in  1837,  having  come  alone  in 
183G  to  see  the  countrj^  and  determine  on  a  loca- 
tion. He  settled  in  Adrian  Township,  where  he 
made  liis  home  until  the  time  of  his  death,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  spent  in  Branch  County, 
this  State,  where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  eleven  ^^ears,  dy- 
ing in  Adrian  Township  in  1862.  Of  their  union 
there  were  born  seven  children,  fourboj^s  and  three 
girls,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth,  and  was  quite  a  small  boy  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  until  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  John  Bender,  of  Adrian,  with 
whom  he  studied  two  years  and  eight  months.  He 
then  attended  a  second  course  of  lectures  at  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1855  and  received 
his  diploma.  The  following  June  he  came  to  Mo- 
renci,  where  he  has  since  been  extensively  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

Dr.  Stocum  was  married  in  Seneca  Township,  in 
April,  1860,  to  Miss  Mercy,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
D.  Baldwin,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  is  now  deceased.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stocum  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  named  as  follows: 
Addie  L.,  Mary  E.,  Fanny  O.  and  Katie  E.  Addie  L. 
is  the  wife  of  Winfield  Scott,  and  resides  in  Mo- 
renci ;  Fanny    was   drowned   in  Bean  Creek  when 
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eleven  years  of  age,  and  Katie  died  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  months.  Dr.  Stocum  has  been  so  busily 
engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession  that  he  has 
had  little  time  to  devote  to  political  matters;  he, 
however,  gives  his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 


.>>- 
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,()BERT    E.   BURNETT,    Jr.,    of    Deerfield 


i[L^/      Township,  was  born  at  the  farm   where   he 
ilQil      now  resides,  May  13,  1846.  His  father,  also 


W;0Robert  Burnett,  was  a  native  of  IShafts- 
bury,  Vt.,  and  vvas  the  son  of  James  Burnett  and 
the  grandson  of  Thomas  Burnett,  a  native  of  Dum- 
friesshire, Scotland,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the 
early  New  England  days,  and  located  in  Shafts- 
bury.  From  there,  about  the  year  1800,  he  re- 
moved to  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life.  His  sou  James,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  thrown  from  a 
horse  and  killed  on  the  5th  of  June,  1805. 

The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Jeanet,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  (Wells)  Edgar,  who  were  also  of  Scottish 
birth  and  parentage.  She  married  James  Burnett, 
and  spent  her  last  years  in  Washington  County. 
Their  son  Robert  was  born  in  the  year  1801,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Washington  County,  N, 
Y''.,  where  he  married  and  resided  until  1834.  He 
then  determined  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of 
Southern  Michigan,  coming  to  this  county  before 
the  Territory  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
a  State.  He  located  on  a  tract  of  land  which  was 
subsequently  included  in  Deerfield  Township,  and 
with  his  little  family  moved  into  a  log  house  with 
the  McKey  family,  where  they  remained  until  he 
could  put  up  a  house  of  his  own. 

One  of  the  first  enterprises  iu  which  Mr.  Burnett 
engaged  aside  from  the  necessarily  slow  cultivation 
of  his  land  was  the  erection  of  a  sawmill,  which, 
however,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  on  account  of 
a  lack  of  waterfall  powder.  He  then  purchased  a 
tract  of  timber  land  on  section  2,  in  Deerfield 
Township,  on  w^hich  he  made  some  improvements, 
and  then  traded  the  embryo  farm  for  a  portion  of 
sections  10  and  11,  where  he  spent  the  last  years  of 
his  life.      It  was  mostly  covered  with  timber  when 
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lie  took  possossi(m,  and  a  railroad  shanty  constituted 
all  the  improvements.  Into  this  the  family  re- 
moved, however,  and  made  themselves  as  comfort- 
able as  possible  until  the  father  could  put  up  a  frame 
house.  The  death  of  Robert  Burnett  took  place 
in  February,  1856,  when  he  was  about  fifty-five 
years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Amelia 
Pratt,  was,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  Washing- 
ton County,  N.  Y.  She  came  to  the  West  with  her 
family,  and  died  at  the  homestead  in  Deerfield 
Township  sixteen  years  after  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  on  the  6th  of  Januar}^  1872.  The  house- 
hold circle  included  eight  children,  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: The  eldest  daughter,  Marian,  became  the  wife 
of  William  Kedzie,  and  is  a  resident  of  Adrian, 
this  county;  Sarah  died  in  infancy,  and  Jane  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Carlton  Ellis,  is  a  resident  of  Blissfield  Township  (a 
sketch  of  her  husband  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume);  Daniel  is  a  resident  of  Monroe  County; 
James  is  carrying  on  farming  near  Fargo,  Dak.; 
Robert  E.  cf  our  sketch;  John  M.  owns  and  occu- 
pies a  part  of  the  old  homestead   (see  sketch.) 

The  subject  of  this  biograi)hy  in  early  life  be- 
came familiar  with  farm  pursuits,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  school.  He  was  but  a  lad 
of  ten  years  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  season  spent  in  Minne- 
sota continued  with  his  mother  until  her  decease, 
in  the  meantime  employing  his  winters  in  teaching 
wiiile  he  worked  on  the  farm  in  summer.  Two 
years  later,  in  1874,  he  engaged  to  work  in  the 
broom-handle  factory  at  Deerfield,  and  during  the 
summer  following  w^as  occupied  in  drilling  wells. 
In  the  fall  of  1874  he  returned  to  the  homestead, 
forty  acres  of  which  he  now  owns,  and  has  also  a 
good  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  is  classed  among 
the  enterprising  and  active  young  men  of  Deerfield 
Township,  and  is  the  worthy  representative  of  an 
old  and  honored  family. 

Mr.  Burnett,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1872,  was 
married  to  one  of  the  most  popular  young  ladies  of 
Deerfield  Township,  Miss  Jennie  Armitage,  who 
was  born  in  Spring  Creek,  Warren  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb. 
16,  1852.  Her  father,  William  Armitage,  was  a 
native  of  New  York   State,  and    the  son   of  Isaac 
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Armitage.  wliose  father  was  of  English  birth  and  ; 
parentage,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Pennsylvania.  ! 
William  Armitage  was  scarcely  more  than  an  infant  | 
when  his  parents  removed  from  the  Empire  State  | 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  in  I 
Warren  Connty.  With  the  exception  of  a  short  i 
period  spent  in  Crawford  County,  he  resided  in  I 
Warren  until  1865,  then  came  to  the  West,  and 
located  in  Deerfield  Township;  he  is  now  in  the  ! 
village  of  Deerfield. 

William  Armitage  in  early  manhood  was  married, 
in  Warren  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Philinda,  daughter 
of  Clark  Vincent,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  whence 
he  removed  after  his  marriage  to  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1830.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Warren  County,  Pa.,  where  lie  pui'- 
chased  land  and  resided  until  his  death.  The  ma- 
ternal grandmother  of  Mrs.  Burnett  was  in  her 
girlhood  Miss  Parly  Gray,  a  native  of  Connecticut; 
she  died  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burnett  are  the  parents  ^f  one  child  only,  a 
daughter,  Maud  E.,  who    was  born  Nov.    18,  1879. 

R.  L.  H.  BEDELL,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  best  educated  men  in  Lenawee 
County,  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  its  affairs  for  the  last  twenty-one  years. 
He  is  genial  and  agreeable  in  disposition,  a  man  who 
has  made  many  friends  and  is  immensely  popular 
among  the  people  who  have  known  him  so  long  and 
w^ell.  His  knowledge  of  men  and  things  has  been 
acquired  by  his  own  exertions,  and  embraces  a  wide 
range  of  subjects,  while  he  is  also  a  man  of  culti- 
vated tastes,  a  natural  musician,  and  a  teacher  of 
both  vocal  and  instruiaental  music.  Li  addition  to 
this  he  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of  medicine 
and   has  effected  some  remarkable  cures. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Rawson  Township,  Lu- 
zerne Co.,  Pa.,  June  14,  1842,  and  is  the  son  ot 
Zachariah  and  Margaret  (Drake)  Bedell,  natives  of 
New  Jersey.  Lewis  continued  under  the  home  roof 
in  his  native  county  until  t went}"- four  years  of  age, 
employing  himself  on  his  father's  farm  in  summer, 
and  teaching  music  during  the  winter  season.  In  this 
branch  of  study,  as  well  as  others,  he  is  self-edu- 


cated.  He  was  an  excellent  performer  on  the  organ, 
and  the  favorite  among  the  young  people  where  his 
talent  and  his  obliging  disposition  ever  made  him 
a  welcome  guest.  Mr.  Bedell  was  married  in  bis 
native  county,  Nov.  1,  1867,  to  Miss  Octavia  Burr, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter^  of  John  and 
Naomi  (Houss)  Burr,  of  New  York  State.  Mrs. 
B.  was  born  Aug.  9,  1850,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio, 
where  her  parents  settled  about  1 840.  They  came  to 
Michigan  ten  years  later,  locating  in  Palmj-ra  Town- 
ship. The  father  in  1867,  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
in  Cambridge  Township,  from  which  he  built  up  a 
good  homestead.  Mr.  Burr  departed  this  life  at  the 
age  of  sevent3^-four  years,  leaving  a  wife  and  two 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  Burr  makes 
her  home  with  our  subject  and  his  wife.  Richard 
Burr,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Bedell,  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  as  were  various  other  members 
of  the  family,  and  died  in  Ohio  when  sixty-four 
years  of  age. 

Of  the  two  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedell, 
Laura  C  came  into  the  household  July  29,  1869, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  W.  McGee,  who  assists 
in  the  management  of  the  farm.  This  daughter  in- 
herits largely  the  musical  talent  of  her  father,  and 
became  ])roficient  as  a  singer  and  musician,  em- 
ploying herself  as  a  teacher  of  these  arts  before  her 
marriage.  Miss  Dolly  Bedell  was  born  July  4, 
1877,  and  is  a  young  lady  of  quite  a  practical  turn 
of  mind,  preferring  other  studies  to  music.  The 
household  forms  a  pleasant  family  group,  devoted  to 
one  another,  and  enjoying  the  friendship  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances. 

Dr.  Bedell  for  fourteen  years  after  his  marriage, 
farmed  on  shares  with  his  father-in-law,  and  then 
purchased  a  part  of  the  homestead.  In  the  mean- 
time his  early  proclivities  for  the  study  of  medicine 
served  to  keep  him  posted  upon  matters  and  things 
connected  with  this  profession,  and  led  him  to  m^ke 
use  of  the  prescription  for  the  cure  of  cancer  which 
had  been  handed  down  through  several  generations 
of  the  Bedell  family,  and  was  first  discovered  by  a 
great-uncle  of  our  subject.  The  method  of  treat- 
ment has  effected  some  wonderful  cures,  and  our 
subject  alone  brought  out  safely  thirteen  patients 
out  of  fourteen  who  were  afflicted  with  this  terrible 
malady.     In  connection  with  this  disease  he  has  at- 
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tained  an  enviable  re[)ntati()n  Miroiiohout  {\\\>  xh'- 
tion,  and  has  given  to  it  his  closest  attention  for  the 
last  live  years.  He  has  not  sought  notoriety  or 
patients,  and  has  been  freqoenth^  appealed  to  by  par- 
ties whose  friends  had  been  given  np  by  the  regular 
l)hysicians.  The  m<»st  satisfactory  resnlts  liave  at- 
tended his  treatment,  and  he  raised  to  health  one 
lady  who  was  considered  upon  her  deathl)ed,  not 
only  acting  the  part  of  a  physician,  but  also  that  of 
nurse.  This  happened  not  long  sincxN  and  the 
l)atient  is  now  nearly  recovered. 

Zachariah  Bedell,  the  father  of  onr  subject,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  June  14,  1812,  and  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  in  Woodstock,  in  the  spring  of 
1878,  aged  sixty -six  years.  He  was  tlie  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  Bedell,  natives  also  of  New  Jersey, 
who  spent  their  last  years  in  the  Keystone  State. 
Margaret  (Drake)  Bedell  was  also  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, April  28,  1813,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Jacol) 
L.  and  Mary  Drake,  who  were  born  in  the  same 
State,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  Jacob  Drake 
lived  to  be  eighty-one  years  of  age,  while  his  wife 
was  fifty -eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
The  maternal  great-grandfather  and  grandmother 
were  Peter  and  Margaret  A.  Demunn,  natives  of 
New  Jersey.  The  former  was  born  May  4,  17(;4, 
and  died  Jan.  15,  1815;  his  wife,  Margaret,  was 
born  June  3,  17G4,  and  died  March  9,  1841),  sur- 
viving her  husband  thirty-one  years.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  is  still  living  and  continues  at  the 
old  homestead. 

Dr.  Bedell  is  a  strong  temperance  advocate,    and 
politically,  sides  with  the   Prohibitionists.     He   has 
been  given  many  proofs  of  the  esteem  and  confidence    ! 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  neighbors,  occupying  the    j 
various  school  offices,  and  being  otherwise  promi-    j 
nent  among  the  counsels  of  his  townsmen. 
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^^  |)1LLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON  VanAKIN. 
In  the  year  1834,  one  of  the  passengers  to 
be  seen  on  board  a  line  boat  on  the  Erie 
Canal,  w\as  a  bright,  active  young  man,  still  in  his 
teens,  accompanied  by  a  pleasant,  intelligent,  elderly 
woman.  These  people  were  our  subject  and  his 
mother,  traveling  from  Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
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to  Sonthe'-n  Michigan,  via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake 
Erie  to  Detroit.  Arriving  at  the  latter  place  they 
proceeded  at  once  to  Wayne  County,  where  they 
staid  for  awhile  with  a  brother  of  our  subject. 
While  there,  another  brother,  Simeon,  with  his  two 
childreji,  who  had  made  the  entire  journej^  from 
New  York  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  wagon, 
joined  them,  and  shortly  after  they  all  continued 
their  journey  with  the  team,  and  three  days  later 
found  themselves  in  Hudson  Township,  Bean  Creek 
Valley. 

Where  the  lively  village  of  Hudson  now  stands, 
there  was  but  one  dwelling,  the  log  cabin  occupied 
by  Beriah  H.  Lane  and  his  family.  This  hospita- 
ble man  warmly  welcomed  the  Van  Akins,  and  in- 
vited them  to  share  his  home  until  they  should  be 
able  to  locate  themselves  in  a  house  of  their  own. 
Mr.  Lane's  cabin,  though  of  small  dimensions,  hav- 
ing Imt  one  room  below  and  a  loft  above  reached 
by  i\  ladder,  often  accommodated  many  guests.  At 
that  particular  time  the  family  consisted  of  ten 
members,  including  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane,  his  chil- 
dren, his  parents,  his  sister  and  her  children.  Be- 
sides that  number.  Mr.  Lane  had  twenty  men  work- 
ing on  the  dam,  and  the,y  were  also  accommodated 
under  tliat  i-oof.  Eleven  days  after  commencing 
the  (H)nstruction  of  their  cabin,  the  Xan  Akin  fam- 
ily had  it  ready  for  occupancy,  moving  in  before 
there  were  any  do(.)rs,  floors  or  windows,  and  with 
but  two-thirds  of  the  roof  covered.  At  night,  dry- 
goods  boxes  placed  before  the  entrance  served  to 
keej)  the  wolves  which  prowled  around  the  house 
from  coming  in,  but  did  not  keep  out  the  noise  of 
their  hideous  howling,  with  which  the  slumber  of 
the  inmates  was  often  disturbed.  Simeon  Van 
Akin  entered  196  acres,  and  W.  H.  H.,  our  subject, 
200  acres  of  Government  land,  all  of  which  is  now 
included  within  the  incorporated  limits  of  the  city. 
As  soon  as  they  had  completed  their  cabin,  they 
commenced  to  clear  the  land  ready  for  cultivation, 
and  in  1835  the  brothers  and  their  mother  bought 
a  half  interest  in  the  sawmill  with  Mr.  Lane,  which 
they  ownied  two  years. 

Prominent  among  the  few  remaining  veritable 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  who  have  witnessed 
its  wonderful  development,  and  who  bore  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  great  labor  involved  in  its  ac*.   ' 
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complishment,  is  W.  H.  H.  Van  Akin.  He  is  of 
Dutch  ancestr}^  and  was  born  in  Phelps,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  2,  1816.  The  annals  of  his  fam- 
ily history  record  the  fact  that  in  1670,  three  broth- 
ers, surnamed  Van  Akin,  came  from  Holland  to 
America,  and  after  residing  for  a  time  on  Manhat- 
tan Island,  proceeded  to  the  present  site  of  Kings- 
ton, N.  Y.  One  of  these  brothers,  it  is  said,  settled 
in  Columbia  County  afterward,  and  the  other  two 
in  Deer  Park,  Orange  County.  Succeeding  gener- 
ations lived  there  until  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, James  Van  Akin,  removed  to  Pike  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land,  quite  a 
body  of  which  was  in  the  valley  of  the  Delaware 
River,  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Van  Akin,  was 
born  in  tipper  Smithfieid,  Pike  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  reared  and  married.  In  1796  he  moved  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  located  in  the  town  of 
Phelps,  being  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
that  place.  He  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  of 
the  Holland  Purchase  Company.  The  title  of  fhe 
land  was  in  dispute,  and  when  it  was  settled  he  was 
given  a  clear  title  to  100  acres,  if  he  would  give  up 
the  remainder.  He  cleared  all  of  that  tract  and 
added  500  acres  more  to  the  original  purchase,  liv- 
ing there  until  his  death,  in  1854.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
Margaret  Westfall.  She  was  born  in  Upper  Smitli- 
field.  Pike  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Simeon 
and  Sallie  (Cole)  Westfall,  natives  of  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.  She  came  to  Hudson,  Mich.,  in 
1834,  and  this  place  remained  her  home  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  while  visiting  her  sou  in 
Wayne  County,  Feb.  21,  1861.  To  her  and  her 
husband  were  born  nine  sons  and  one  daughter,  all 
of  whom  grew  up,  married,  and  reared  families. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  parents,  and  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Hudson  with  his  mother  and  oldest  brother 
Simeon.  He  assisted  in  building  the  log  cabin, 
which  was  located  on  the  corner  of  the  present 
Main  and  High  streets.  He  entered  200  acres  of 
Government  land  in  the  land-office  at  Monroe,  and 
in  1848  removed  to  Pittsford,  Hillsdale  County. 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  w^hich  he  built  a 
,saw  and  grist  mill.     Besides  operating  the  mill  he 
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improved  quite  a  tract  of  land,  and  erected  three 
houses,  but  after  residing  there  ten  years,  he  sold 
his  mill  and  ten  acres  of  land,  and  returned  to  Hud- 
son, where  he  has  since  resided. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Van  Akin  and  Miss  Julia 
A.  Featherly  occurred  Sept.  19,  1839.  She  was 
born  in  Gay  Ion,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y..  Jan.  10,  1816, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Featherly.  Her 
grandfather,  John  Featherly,  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Nicholas  Stansell,  were  the  first  settlers  of  Wayne 
County.  Ml*,  and  Mrs.  Van  Akin  have  five  chil- 
dren living,  namely:  Charlotte  V.,  Cornelia  A., 
William  II.,  Charles  H.  and  Lillie.  Charlotte  mar- 
ried Dr.  H.  Welch,  of  Ann  Arbor;  Cornelia  is  the 
wife  of  E.  J.  Smith,  of  Union  City,  Mich.;  William 
lives  in  Hudson,  Charles  in  South  Bend,  and  Lillie 
is  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Law  rence,  of  Hudson  Township. 

As  representative  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of 
this  section  of  country,  we  present  on  an  adjoining 
page  of  this  volume  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Van  Akin. 

7  OIIN  RAINEY  is  a  man  who  deserves  much 
'  credit  for  the  success  he  has  achieved  in 
]  life.  When  he  came  to  this  country  from 
1^7/  a  foreign  land,  he  had  neither  capital  nor 
friends  who  could  put  him  on  his  feet;  but  upon 
arrival  in  the  United  States  he  went  to  work  with 
a  will  and,  by  dint  of  unflagging  efforts,  has  made 
himself  independent  at  a  comparatively  early  age. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Lenawee  County  he  engaged  in 
w^ork  by  the  month,  for  nine  years,  and  during  that 
time  did  not  lose  one  week.  For  seven  and  one- 
half  years  continuously  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
Perly  Bills,  the  well-known  attorney  of  Tecumseh, 
and  this  long  term  of  service  with  one  employer  is 
a  proof  of  the  quality  of  the  man.  Mr.  Rainey  is 
now  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  on  a 
farm  of  his  ow^n,  consisting  of  120  acres  on  section 
35  in  Raisin  Township.  One  hundred  acres  of  this 
is  under  a  most  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Rainey  located  here  in  1871,  and  has  since  devoted 
his  time  to  improving  the  farm  in  various  ways, 
including  the  construction  of  good  buildings,  fences 
and  ditches. 

Mr.  Rainey  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
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on  tlie  lOtli  of  jMimnry,  \^i(K  and  ivS  tlie  son 
of  Irish  parents  who  were  farmers  during  their  lives 
and  are  now  deceased.  Mis  father's  name  was 
Robert  Rainey,  and  the  mother's  name  was  Marga- 
ret Dunbar;  the  latter  died  in  middle  life,  while  the 
father  lived  to  be  about  eighty  years  of  age.  Our 
subject  was  reared  to  maturity  at  home,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  mason  and  afterward  that  of 
shoemaker.  He  learned  these  trades  very  readily, 
as  he  is  naturally  adapted  to  any  work  requiring  a 
mechanical  turn  of  mind.  In  1860  he  came  to 
America  unaccompanied,  and  first  located  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  for  a  time 
and  then  removed  to  Lenawee  County. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1868,  Mr.  Rainey  was 
married  to  Margaret  Mitchell,  who  was  born  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1844,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Mitchell,  who  is  now  a  successful  farmer  in 
Raisin  Township.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Rainey 
came  tc  the  United  States  from  Ireland  when  she 
was  but  two  years  old,  and  became  early  settlers  of 
Raisin  Township,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rainey  are 
the  parents  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home  engaged  in  assisting  their  parents  and  attend- 
ing school.  Their  names  are :  Jane,  who  vvas  born 
May  3,  1870:  William  P.,  Oct.  8,  1871;  Anna, 
May  25,  1876;  Ella,  Dec.  8,  1878,  and  Maud,  Feb. 
20,  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rainey  attend  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  give  of  their  means  to  its  support.  In 
politics  there  is  no  Democrat  in  Lenaw^ee  County 
more  firmly  imbued  with  the  principles  of  Democ- 
racy or  more  loyal  to  his  party  than  Mr.  Rainey. 
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Ip^EV.  JAMES  VINCENT  is  a  retired  Congre- 
IIL;^  gational  minister,  residing  in  Tecumseh, 
lls%  Mich.  He  was  born  on  English  soil,  in 
W^ Norfolk  County,  northeast  of  the  city  of 
London,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1812.  His  par- 
ents, who  were  John  and  Martha  Vincent,  passed 
their  lives  in  England,  dying  before  their  son  James 
came  to  America. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  Lon- 
don,   where  he   was  partly   educated    in    the    city 
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schools,  and  he  then  took  an  extended  course  at  a 
theological  school  in  Coventry  under  Dr.  Hewlett. 
Having  completed  his  course  there,  he  received  a 
call  from  the  British  Colonial  Society  to  go  to  Can- 
ada as  a  missionary.  After  coming  to  America  he 
further  prepared  himself  for  his  work  by  entering 
the  Theological  Institute  at  Toronto,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution  in  1843.  He  was  then 
ordained  and  entered  upon  his  ministerial  work, 
which  he  pursued  uninterruptedly  for  many  j^ears, 
and  the  various  changes  to  which  his  profession 
seems  to  be  more  subject  than  any  other  have  but 
strengthened  and  deepened  his  early  grace  and  wis- 
dom. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  his  chosen  career  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Vincent  took  that  almost  necessary  step 
to  insure  full  success  in  his  life  work,  marriage  with 
a  good  woman  who  would  strengthen,  encourage 
and  cheer  him  in  his  high  and  holy  calling;  such  a 
one  he  found  in  Miss  Jane  E.  Welch,  of  London, 
England,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  October,  1843. 
The  brief  limits  of  this  sketch  forbid  more  than  a 
mere  mention  of  the  various  pastorates  that  our  rev- 
erend subject  has  held.  We  cannot  dwell  as  we 
would  like  upon  his  work  and  what  he  has  accom- 
plished, nor  upon  the  many  interesting  experiences 
he  has  passed  through,  and  the  many  incidents, 
pleasing  and  otherwise,  occurring  in  his  ministerial 
life. 

Immediately  after  graduation  from  the  Theolog- 
ical Institute  he  took  charge  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Newmarket,  thirty  miles  north  of  To- 
ronto, where  he  remained  three  years.  He  then  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  of  the  church  at  Paris,  his  la- 
bors there  extending  over  a  period  of  ten  years.  In 
1856  he  came  to  the  United  States,  having  received 
a  call  from  the  Congregational  Church  at  Warsaw, 
Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.  From  there  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  was  pastor  at  St.  Clair  for  three 
years,  w  hen  he  was  called  to  Illinois,  wiiere  he  min- 
istered to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people  of  Polo 
for  seven  years.  He  then  returned  to  Michigan, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  and  has  had  charge  of 
the  churches  at  Albion,  Muskegon  and  Franklin. 
In  1884  he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession to  Tecumseh,  where  he  has  erected  a  neat 
and  pleasant  home,  in  which  he  hopes  to  pass  the  re- 
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maining  years  of  his  life  in  the  pleasant  companion- 
ship of  his  wife.  Although  living  in  retirement  he 
preaches  occasionally  and  with  much  of  the  fervor 
and  eloquence  of  his  earlier  days.  He  is  a  scholarly 
man,  and  enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  great  work 
which  he  has  followed  for  over  forty  years.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  two  are  now  living.  Will- 
iam L.  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  died  while 
in  the  service  of  his  country;  he  was  a  member  of 
the  4th  Michigan  Cavalry.  James  E.  is  a  Inmber 
merchant  of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  Frances  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Henry  C.  Wann,  now  of  Chicago. 
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E~  LVIN  D.  COLE  is  the  offspring  of  a  popu- 
lar and  well-known  family  of  Rollin  Town- 
ship. His  father.  Elvin  C.  Cole,  in  1884, 
formed  one  of  the  caravan  migrating  to  Southern 
Michigan  from  the  Empire  State,  in  search  of  a  lo- 
cation where  they  niight  build  up,  without  undue 
expense,  a  comfortable  and  permanent  home.  Most 
of  the  young  men  of  that  day  who  came  to  this  sec- 
tion of  country  were  without  means.  Young  Cole, 
however,  more  fortunate,  had  a  little  purse  of  $200. 
which  he  invested  in  land,  taking  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  8,  in  Rollin  Township,  which  has 
been  in  his  possession  since  that  time.  This  was 
covered  with  heavy  timber,  mostly  oak,  and  the 
land  lay  idle  until  in  1848,  Mr.  Cole  having,  after 
its  purchase,  returned  to  his  native  State  and  re- 
mained there  until  this  date.  He  had,  however, 
employed  men  to  level  the  trees  from  ten  acres,  and 
with  this  small  beginning,  upon  his  return  com- 
menced the  labors  which  after  a  series  of  years  re- 
sulted in  a  vahiable  farm,  with  good  buildings,  a 
choice  orchard,  consisting  of  apple,  pear  and  peach 
trees,  with  the  smaller  fruits,  and  the  various  other 
luxuries  of  a  country  home. 

Elvin  C.  Cole  was  born  in  Hector,  Tompkins  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  4,  1812,  and  was  one  in  a  family  of  six 
children  born  to  Lewis  and  Hannah  (Rogers)  Cole. 
The  mother  died  the  year  after  his  birth,  and  Lewis 
Cole  was  subsequently  married,  in  1822.  to  Miss 
Fannie  Hazen,  by  whom  he  had  three  children. 
When  starting  out  for  himself  Elvin  went  into  Mon- 
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roe  Comity,  vvliere  lie  aftei-ward  [)urcliasorl  a  farm, 
upon  which  he  lived  until  1834;  his  subsequent 
movements  we  have alrefxly  indicated.  On  the  7th 
of  March,  1837,  he  was  maiTied  to  Miss  Lj^dia, 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Magdalene  Tunison,  of  Sen- 
eca County,  N.  Y.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
one  child,  a  son,  Amos  R.,  who  is  now  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Rollin  Township, 
this  county.  Mrs.  Lydia  Cole  died  at  her  home  in 
Covert,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  17,  1843. 

The  second  wife  of  Elvin  C.  Cole  was  Mary  Ann, 
the  daughter  of  Spencer  and  Sophia  Allen,  of  Mace- 
don,  N.  Y.,  and  the  widow  of  Darius  Cole,  of  Rollin 
Township.  They  became  th(^  parents  of  one  child 
also,  namely,  Allen,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
Clinton  County,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Cole  died  Sept.  17. 
1849.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1852,  Mr.  Cole  con- 
tracted his  third  marriage,  with  Miss  Elvira  L.  Day- 
ton, and  they  l)ecame  the  parents  of  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  son:  Emma  C.  was  born  in  Rollin, 
July  21,  1853,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  C. 
Schneider;  Elvin  1).,  our  subject,  was  born  Feb. 
28,  1861.  Mrs.  Elvira  L.  Cole  was  born  in  Van 
Buren,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  2,  1826.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Middletown,  Rutland  Co., 
Vt.,  whence  they  removed  after  their  marriage  to 
New  York  State.  Mere  the  mother  died  July  21, 
1837,  in  the  tow^n  of  Van  Buren,  and  Mr.  Dayton 
subsequently  came  to  the  West  and  died  in  Rollin 
Township,  this  county,  Oct.  1,  1869,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  a 
very  intelligent  and  charitable  lady,  warmly  inter- 
ested in  temperance  and  missionary  work,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 

Elvin  D.  Cole  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  af- 
ter the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  and  being  a 
bright  and  observant  boy,  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  at  school  and  received  an  excellent 
education.  He  experienced  sutficient  pleasure  in 
agricultural  pursuits  to  content  himself  with  these 
as  his  vocation  in  life,  and  has  taken  pride  in  per- 
fecting himself  in  the  arts  of  husbandry.  A  little 
after  reaching  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age  he  was 
married,  March  9,  1881,  to  Miss  Alice  E.,  daughter 
of  Freeman  Rice,  a  well-known  resident  of  Hudson 
Township.  Mrs.  Cole  was  born  June  13,  1859. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
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where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  married  a 
maiden  of  his  own  neighborliood,  Miss  Liicretia 
\'an  Voorliees.  He  came  to  the  West  about  1855, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Hudson  Townshii)  when 
sixty  years  of  age.  Tlie  mother  had  })assed  away 
previous  to  tlie  decease  of  her  husband,  when  fifty- 
three  years  ohl.  Their  family  consisted  of  three 
children,  Mrs.  C.  being  the  only  daughter.  Alme- 
ron  F.  is  married  and  engaged  as  policeman  in  vSan 
Diego,  Cal. ;  he  served  in  the  late  war  as  a  Union 
soldier.  Ansel  A.  is  married,  and  lives  in  Wash- 
ington Tei'ritory. 

Mr.  Klvin  1).  Cole  now  lives  on  the  old  home 
place,  of  which  he  lias  liad  the  management  since 
liis  father  was  stricken  with  paral3^sis  in  188().  Po- 
litically he  is  a  straight  Republican,  and  warmly  in- 
terested in  the  success  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment. Mrs.  Cole  completed  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Clayton  and  Hudson,  and  engaged  as  a 
teacher  for  some  time  before  lier  marriage.  Tlie}^ 
are  the  pju'ents  of  one  child,  Ray  F.,  born  Sept.  18, 
1885.  The  father  of  our  subject  joined  the  Baptist 
Church  at  the  age  of  tliirteen  years,  and  has  been 
an  earnest  Christian  for  over  sixty-two  vears. 
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^f/OHN  L.  KNAIT*.  The  old  Knapp  home- 
stead is  familiar  to  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Rome  Township.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Al)ram  Knapp  b}^  name,  came  to 
this  section  of  country  with  liis  wife  and  nine  chil- 
dren in  1834,  while  Michigan  was  a  Territory,  and 
settling  upon  this  farm,  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  built  np  his  home  from  the  wilder- 
ness, felling  the  trees  and  cultivating  the  soil,  and 
became  a  man  prominent  and  popular  in  the  com- 
nninity.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Teace,  was 
prominent  in  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
churches,  and  instrumental  in  setting  many  a  man 
upon  his  feet,  who,  having  come  here  without 
means,  found  the  struggle  more  difficult  than  he 
was  able  to  withstand. 

Abram  Knapp  had  married  in  his  nativ<i  State  of 
New  York,  Miss  Elizabeth  Drake,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  whose  ancestry  was  from  Wales. 


I  She  died  at  the  homestead  Oct.  9,  1843,  at  the  age 
of  fifty  3^ears,  while  Mr.   Knapp  survived  his  wife 

I  many  years,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
one.     John  L.  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  at  the 

:  time  of  his  mother's  death,  and  with  the  exception 
of  four  years  spent  with  a  hardware  firm  at  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  lived  with  his  father  thereafter  until 
the  latter  i)assed  away.  The  property,  including 
the  farm  of  160  acres,  was  wilied  to  our  subject 
and   his  younger  brother,   and   afterward   John  L. 

i    purchased  his  brother's  interest.      He  makes  of  ag- 

i    riculture  a  science,  and  while  cultivating  the  soil  he 

\  has  given  due  attention  to  his  mind,  and  especially 
exerted  himself  to  educate  his  children.  For  twenty 
years  the  schools  of  Rome  Township  have  been 
among  the  objects  of  his  fostering  care.  Like  his 
honored  father,  he  has  always  had  faith  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  part3^  Religiously,  with 
his  estin)able  wife,  lie  is  one  of  the  pillars  of  the 
Baptist  (4iurch  in   Rome  Township. 

There  are   among  the    last  generation  of  Kiiapps 
many  professional  men,  besides  those  prominent  in 

:    business  and  politics.     Spencer  Cole,  the  noted  New 

'  York  divine,  is  cousin  to  Mr.  Knapp,  and  among 
the  other  relatiyes  is  Kate  Claxton,the  brilliant  act- 

!  ress.  Our  subject  remained  unmarried  until 
nearly  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  then  chose 
for  the  companion  of  his  home  Miss  Matilda, 
daugliter  of  E.  L.  and  Nancy  (Whetmore)  Selleck, 
of  Adrian  Township,  to  whom  he  was  united  on 
the  2d  of  April,  1851.  Mrs.  Knapp  was  born  in 
Oneidti  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  12,  182G,  and  by  her 

I  marriage  with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of 
four  children.  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  was  born 
March  18,  1852,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Brittian, 
a  farmer  of  Adrian  Township;  they  have  one  child, 
a  son,  Clarence  W.,  who  is  now  a  bright  lad  eleven 
years  of  age.  William  P.  was  born  March  22,  1857, 
and  married  Miss  Mattie  Gotham;  they  live  in  Pal- 
myra, and  have  one  child,  a  son,  Earl  G.,  six  years 
of  age.  Carrie  J,  was  born  Jan.  9,  1863,  and  mar- 
ried James  Barrow,  of  Blissfield ;  Frank  A.  was 
born  Dec.  30,  1864,  and  works  his  father's  farm  on 
shares. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Knapp  have  been  well  edu- 
cated, completing  their  studies  in  the  public  schools 

,   and  c!olleges  of  Adrian.     The  daughters  were  fitted 
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for  teaching,  and  followed  this  profession  before 
their  marriage.  Mr.  Knapp  for  over  twenty  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Adrian  Lodge. 

ON.  M ANSON  CARPENTER  is  one  of  the 
Ij  prominent  figures  in  the  history  of  Lenawee 
County,  having-  made  this  his  residence  ever 
^  since  coming  here,  a  child  with  his  parents, 
in  1836.  He  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  2,  1 830,  and  is  the  son  of  Josiah  and  Nancy 
(Harkness)  Carpenter.  Josiah  Carpenter  was  a 
native  of  Adams,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  was 
born  Nov.  17,  180L  He  was  brought  up  a  farmer 
among  the  hills  of  the  old  Bay  State,  until  he  liad 
attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  At  that  time 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  tanner  and  currier's 
trade  at  Williamstown,  but  after  four  years'  trial, 
concluding  that  farming  would  suit  him  better  as  a 
business,  he  returned  to  Adams,  where  he  remained 
until  1826  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Re- 
moving to  Greenfield,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  that 
year  he  purchased  a  farm,  and  lived  there  until  the 
spring  of  1836. 

In  that  year  Josiah  Carpenter  came  to  Michioan, 
among  the  pioneers  of  this  locality.  He  located 
some  200  acres  of  land  on  section  35,  in  Woodstock 
Township,  where  he  resided  for  many  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1836  he  returned  for  his  family  in  Ncav 
York  State,  and  brought  them  the  entire  distance  in 
a  wagon  drawn  by  horses ;  his  family  at  that  time 
consisted  of  his  wife  and  three  children.  Mr.  Car- 
penter cleared  up  his  farm,  erected  comfortable 
buildings,  and  settled  down  to  the  general  improve- 
ment of  his  place.  Even  at  that  early  day,  Wood- 
stock Township  was  being  rapidly  settled  up  and 
improved,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  all  to  assist  in 
general  public  improvements,  such  as  making  roads, 
bridges,  organizing  schools  and  churches,  building 
school-houses,  etc.  When  a  new  family  came  into 
the  country,  all  tuiiied  out  to  assist  them  in  erect- 
ing a  house,  and  the  men  and  women  in  those  pio- 
neer days  vied  with  each  other  in  acts  of  kindness 
when  sickness  or  trouble  overtook  one  of  their 
number.     In  all  good  works  Mr.  Carpenter  always 
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took  a  prominent  part,  as  was  natural  to  a  man  of 
his  temperament. 

flosiah  Carpenter  married  Nancy  Harkness  Jan. 
11,  1828,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  recorded  as 
follows:  Anna  A.  was  born  in  Greenfield,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  28,  1829,  and  died  in  infancy;  Manson,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Nathan  H.  was  born  Jan.  2J, 
1833;  Hannah  A.  was  born  May  8,  1835,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Philip  Kelley,  of  this  county;  Uriah  was 
born  in  Woodstock,  April  14,  1838.  Mrs.  Nancy 
Carpenter  was  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Ruth 
Harkness,  and  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  24,  1796;  she  died  in  Woodstock,  Nov. 
3,1851.  Her  father,  Nathan  Harkness,  was  a  na- 
tive of  one  of  the  New  England  States,  and  was 
born  Feb.  24,  1769;  he  died  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga 
Co..  N.  Y.,  March  13,  1817.  His  wife,  formerly 
Ruth  Kelley,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  April  19, 
1768,  and  died  March  14,  1837.  They  were  both 
among  the  pioneers  who  at  an  early  day  penetrated 
into  the  wilds  of  Saratoga  County.  After  his  first 
wife's  death,  Josiah  Carpenter  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Clarissa  A.  Pratt,  Nov.  21,  1852,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  as  follows:  Albert,  born 
Aug.  16,  1853,  and  Nancy  A.,  born  Feb.  4,  1857, 
and  now  the  wife  of  Marshall  N.  Beckey,  of  Salina, 
Kan.  Albert  died  at  the  home  of  his  father  Aug. 
7,  1  884,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  child. 

Josiah  Carpenter's  father,  Uriah,  was  a  native  of 
Smithfield,  R.  I.,  and  was  born  in  1769.  In  1790 
he  removed  to  Adams,  Mass.,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  until  his  decease,  in  1829.  His  wife,  Con- 
tent (Slack)  Carpenter,  the  daughter  of  Baker  and 
Polly  Slack,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  the  mother  of 
eight  cliildren,  Josiah  being  the  second.  She  was 
born  in  Swansea,  N.  H.,  in  1779,  and  died  in  Adams, 
Mass.,  in  1840.  Josiah  Carpenter  died  in  Monroe 
County,  Mich.,  April  13,  1887,  at  the  residence  of 
his  son  Nathan.  Manson  Carpenter  remained  at 
home  with  his  paients  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  assisting  his  father  in  the  farm  work. 
In  1852  he  made  a  trip  to  the  South,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  looking  over  the  country,  and  returning  to 
this  county,  he  employed  his  time,  from  1853  to 
1860,  in  teaching  school.  After  his  marriage.  May 
9,  1862,  he  settled  on   his  present  homestead   and 
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re-commenced  his  agricultural  pursuits.  This  was 
one  of  the  oldest  farms  in  the  township,  Mr.  Car- 
penter having  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  it  of 
the  timber  that  encumbered  it  when  they  settled 
here,  in  1836.  His  life  has  always  been  a  very  act- 
ive one,  he  having  helped  in  cutting  the  timber  off 
many  acres  of  ground,  for  his  father,  himself  and 
others. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Carpenter  has  always  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  ticket,  and  has 
been  honored  by  having  had  bestowed  upon  him 
several  important  ollices.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
Michigan  State  Legislature,  at  which  time  he  had  a 
plurality  of  340  votes — a  flattering  testimonial  to 
the  popularity  of  the  man.  He  did  efficient  service 
during  the  sessions  of  that  body  in  1879  and  1881, 
having  been  placed  on  several  important  commit- 
tees, chief  among  which  was  that  on  the  institution 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  on  drainage.  In  1885 
lie  took  his  place  in  the  State  Senate,  he  having 
been  elected  to  that  exalted  position.  Here  again 
his  talents  were  given  scope;  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  Eastern  asylum  for  the  insane, 
and  a  member  of  the  committees  on  roads  and 
bridges,  insurance.  State  library,  immigration  and 
many  others,  during  his  term  of  service.  In  every 
position  in  life  in  wdiich  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been 
placed,  he  has  filled  an  honorable  part,  whether  in 
the  minor  offices  he  has  held,  on  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors,  where  he  served  some  two  years,  or 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature:  he  has  al- 
ways been  true,  both  to  himself  and  to  the  interests 
of  his  constituents.  For  more  than  half  a  century 
he  has  been  a  citizen  of  Woodstock,  and  to-(hiy  has 
probably  as  few  enemies  and  as  many  friends  as 
any  citizen  of  Lenawee  County.  Many  of  the  meas- 
ures introduced  by  him  in  the  character  of  Legis- 
lator, are  now  important  laws  upon  the  statute  book 
of  the  State. 

Manson  Carpenter  and  Miss  Ann  E.  .lohnson 
were  united  in  marriage  in  this  county.  May  9,  1862. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  (Donel- 
son)  Johnson,  and  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  24,  1828.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  came  to  the  United  States  when  he  was 
about  twent3^-one  years  of  age.  Settling  in  New  York 


State,  Thomas  Johnson  made  that  commonwealth 
his  home  until  1835,  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Rome  Township.  Like  most  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  region,  in  clearing  off  his  farm  he 
burned  the  timber,  and  was  severely  scalded  while 
boiling  potash.  He  died  in  this  county,  Feb.  26, 
1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  while  his  wife 
survived  him  until  June  5,  1885.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manson  Carpenter  are  the  parents 
of  one  child,  John  J.,  who  was  born  in  Woodstock 
Township,  June  3,  1864.  He  is  now  in  Brown 
County,  Dak.,  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  also 
managing  a  farm  in  that  locality,  which  he  owns 
in  conjunction  with  his  father.  Mrs.  Carpenter  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  a  consist- 
(mt  Christian  woman.  Warm-hearted  and  charita- 
l)le,  she  enjoys  the  love  of  all  with  whom  she  comes 
in  contact.  Mr.  Carpenter  has  practically  retired 
from  the  active  cares  of  life,  although  he  manages 
his  own  farm  on  section  35,  where  are  carried  on 
both  stock  and  grain  raising. 


y'^lLLIAM  DAVISON  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Woodstock  Township,  where  he 
^  ^  settled  about  eighteen  years  ago,  and  has 
since  resided.  He  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  8,  183(),  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Douglas)  Davison,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and  came  to  America  about  1810, 
locating  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y..  where  he  drew  the 
stone  for  the  first  building  in  that  city.  He  offered 
his  services  in  the  War  of  1812,  but  in  consequence 
of  his  not  having  been  naturalized,  they  could  not 
be  accepted.  About  1820  he  removed  to  Niagara 
County,  and  after  spending  three  years,  went  to 
Erie  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  at  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His  wife 
was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  subsequently 
coming  to  this  county,  died  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, at  the  age  of  seventy-four  3'^ears. 

William  Davison  is  one  of  a  family  of   five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  yet  living.     One  remains  in 
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Niagara  County,    N.    Y.,    while   two  are    in    this 
State.     Our  subject  was  reared  at  the  home  of    his 
parents,   where  he   assisted  in    working-  the    farm, 
which   he  afterward    purchased  and    lived  on  one 
year.     In  1855  he  was  married  to  Harriet  E.   Dan- 
cer, both  at  that  time  residents  of  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.     To  them   were  born  two  children,  Lorenzo  D. 
and  Cora.     Lorenzo  D.  was  born    Sept.    13,   1856; 
Cora  was  born  Aug.  15,  1859,  and  became  the  wife 
of  D.  Tiffin,  by  whom  she   had  one  child,  and  died 
July  26,   1884.     Mr.    Davison  chose  for  his  second 
w^ife  Miss  Lany,  daughter  of  G.  F.  Harris.     She  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  son,  Cassius,  who  was  born 
Oct.  25,  1879;  he  resides  at  the  homestead,  and    is 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  school.     Mr. 
Davison  was  a  third  time   married,  to  Miss   Mabel 
Bartlett,   a  native    of    Washtenaw  County,   Mich., 
where  she  was  born  in  September,  1 842.     Mrs.  Davi- 
son was  the  daughter  of    Fhineas  and    Mary   Ann 
(Roy)  Bartlett,  who  settled  in  Washtenaw  County 
at  an  early  day,  and  remained  until  March,    1868, 
after  which  they    lived    at    Woodstock   Township, 
Lenawee  County,  until  the  death  of  the  mother   at 
sixty-three  years  of  age.     The   father  still  lives  on 
the  farm  with  his  youngest  son,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-seven years.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davison  became  the 
parents  of    one  son,  Willie    D.,  who  was  born  Nov. 
6,   1884. 

After  his  first  marriage,  our  subject  lived  three 
years  in  Erie  County  on  a  rented  farm,  and  then  re- 
moved to  this  county,  where  he  was  similarly  en- 
gaged two  years,  going  thence  to  Jackson  County, 
where  he  bonght  a  farm  on  which  he  lived  one  year. 
Selling  that  property,  he  bought  another  where  he 
lived  three  years,  after  which  he  sold  out  and  bought 
the  old  homestead  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  which  he 
occupied  one  year.  Disposing  of  this  property, 
Mr.  Davison  came  back  to  Michigan  and  rented 
land,  which  he  operated  one  year,  and  soon  after- 
ward bought  his  present  farm.  This  farm  consists 
of  144  acres  of  excellent  land  under  a  liigh  state  of 
cultivation,  and  contains  a  good  residence  and  com- 
modious  out-buildings  with  the  appurtenances  re- 
quired for  successfully  conducting  agricultural 
operations. 

Mr.  Davison  is  a  lover  of  the  equine  race,    and 
deals  largely  in  blooded  horses,     lie  is  authority  in 


matters  pertaining  to  horse  flesh,  and  has  some  rare 
specimens  in  regard  to  style  and  action.  In  politics 
o!ir  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  last  spring  was 
elected  Treasurer  of  tlie  township,  the  first  Repub- 
lican wdio  secui-ed  the  position.  He  belongs  to  the 
Brooklyn  Lodge  No.  459,  F.  &  A.M.,  and  has  been 
connected  with  tlie  Masonic  fraternity  for  over 
twenty-four  years.  Unostentatious  In  his  mode  of 
life,  and  conscientious  in  ail  his  dealings,  his  ac- 
qnaintances  liave  learned  to  respect  and  trust  him, 
and  he  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  society. 


^iD WARD  ROBERTS  has  been  a  resident  of 
^  Michigan  for  nearly  half  a  century,  most  of 
c#?^-^  that  time  having  been  passed  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, where  he  was  educated  and  grew  to  manhood, 
and  where  he  has  attained  prosperity  as  a  farmer  and 
carpenter.  His  parents  were  John  and  Martha 
(\\'illiams).  Roberts,  natives  of  Wales,  who  came  to 
America  in  1838,  and  soon  afterward  to  Michigan. 
They  spent  five  or  six  years  in  Monroe  County, 
and  then  settled  in  Dover  Township,  Lenawee 
County,  making  it  their  permanent  home  until 
death.  Tliey  were  highly  regarded  by  all  in  the 
conununity  as  h(mest  and  industrious  citizens. 
They  were  the  piu'ents  of  four  children,  viz:  Peter; 
John,  who  is  now  deceased;  William,  and  Edward, 
our    subject. 

Edward  Roberts,  of  vvhom  our  sketch  is  wiitten, 
was  l)orn  in  England  in  the  year  \SS6,  and  was 
therefore  very  young  when  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  parents.  As  we  have  said  before,  he 
was  reared  in  this  township,  and  here,  since  he 
grew  to  manhood,  he  has  been  engaged  successfully, 
not  only  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  also  in  car- 
pentering, which  trade  he  has  followed  for  many 
years  while  still  managing  his  farm,  which  latter 
consists  of  145  acres  of  fine  land  on  section  26,  It 
is  admirably  tilled,  and  he  has  a  convenient  set  of 
buildings  on  the  place. 

Mr.  Roberts  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  occurred  in  Dover  Township,  Miss  Betsy, 
daughter  of  Almon  and  Rebecca  Howard,  being  the 
other  contracting  party.  She  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  May    16,    1832.     Two    children    were 
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horn  of  their  union:  Almon,  who  married  Eh'za 
McKnight,  and  resides  in  Dover  Township,  and 
Betsy,  who  married  Willard  Bristol,  of  Seneca  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Roberts  departed  this  life  in  Dover 
Township  during  the  war,  March  U,  1864.  She 
was  an  estimable  lady,  and  was  higiil}'  i-egarded  by 
her  neighbors.  Mr.  Roberts'  second  marriage  wj^s 
with  iMartha  Howard,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and, 
like  her,  a  native  of  New  York,  born  June  10,  1  So4. 
She  died  in  Dover  Township,  June  K's  1875.  She 
was  true  in  all  the  varied  relations  of  life,  and  her 
death  was  deeply  felt  by  many  besides  those  of  her 
own  family  circle.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Roberts 
three  children  were  born — Peter,  Martha  and  E.arl. 
Mr.  Roberts  is  a  man  of  much  influence  in  town- 
ship affairs,  and  by  tlie  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  an  ofHce-holdei-,  he  has  gained  the  perfect 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  officiated 
I  ns  Highway  Commissioner  for  three  years,  and  held 
j  some  of  the  other  township  offices.  He  is  a  promi- 
I  nent  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  as  it  is 
I     represented  in  this  township. 


<|  JfcJLLARD  STEARNS.  On  account  of  tlie 
\^//  many  public  capacities  in  which  he  has 
\^/^  acted,  and  the  editorship  for  the  past  ten 
years  of  the  Adrian  Press,  our  subject  is  perha|)s 
one  of  the  most  generally  known  men  of  Lenawee 
County.  Besides  engaging  in  the  practice  of  law  and 
the  management  of  his  paper,  Mr.  Stearns  also  dis- 
charges the  responsible  duties  of  Postmaster  at 
Adrian.  He  has  been  a  citizen  of  Lenawee  County 
for  thirty-seven  years,  and  while  he  lays  m>  claim  to 
pioneership,  he  has  almost  earned  the  name  of  b(Mno- 
one  of  the  ''  oldest  inhabitants." 

In  the  spring  of  1851  Mr.  Stearns  came  to  Frank- 
lin, this  county,  from  Clierry  Valley,  Otsego  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  M  of  Octobei', 
1838.  In  that  village  he  lived  with  his  grandfather, 
Peter  Counrod,  or  witli  his  mother  at  Middlefield 
Centre,  in  the  san)e  county,  until  lie  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  while  there  attended  the  district 
schools  regularly.  After  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  lived  with 
his  stepfather,   Henry  Bowen,  with  whom  he  worked 
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upon  the  farm  during  the  summer  and  attended  the 
district  schools  three  months  each  winter.  Tlie 
winter  he  was  eighteen  years  old  he  taught  his  first 
school  in  the-Sebring  District,  in  Ogden  Township. 
During  this  term  he  boarded  around  among  the 
parents  of  his  pupils,  and  only  two  of  the  families 
had  wheat  bread,  while,  excei)t  at  two  places,  he 
had  from  two  to  three  of  the  smaller  children  for 
bed-fellows.  In  the  following  spring  he  entered 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1862.  During  his  attendance 
upon  this  institution  he  taught  school  during  his 
vacations.  In  July,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  the  army, 
and  was  selected  us  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
II,  1  1th  IVIichigan  Cavalry.  With  the  exception  of 
about  two  months  in  1864,  during  which  time  he 
was  on  staff  duty  with  Gen.  Hobson,  he  was  with 
his  com  pan}'  until  Noveml)er,  1864,  at  which  time 
he  resigned.  In  1865  he  read  law  in  the  office  of 
Norman  Geddes,  and  the  next  summer  read  with 
(U)Y.  (ireenly. 

In  1867  Mr.  Stearns  was  graduated  from  the  law 
department  of  the  Ann  Arbor  University,  and  in 
the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Adrian 
and  at  once  formed  a  partnership  with  Gov.  Greenly, 
which  continued  until  1875.  In  1871  he  was  the 
Democratic  nominee  for  Superintendent  of  Schools 
for  Lenawee  County,  and  was  elected  to  serve  two 
years.  lie  was  the  fii'st  Democrat  to  be  elected  to 
the  county  office  in  Lenawee  for  twenty  years,  and 
r(H;eived  ten  majority  in  a  vote  of  over  8,000.  In 
1872  he  was  the  (candidate  of  his  party  on  the  State 
ticket  for  Supeiintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  but 
the  Greeley  ticket  met  with  disaster  in  Michigan 
that  year,  and  he  shared  the  fate  of  his  fellow  can- 
didate. Li  1875  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  city  of  Adrian,  and  held  that  office 
four  years,  and  in  1878,  at  tlie  Congressional  Dis- 
trict Convention  for  this  district,  he  Avas  voted  for 
as  the  Democratic  nominee  for  Congress,  receiving 
eighteen  out  of  the  forty  votes  cast.  In  July,  1873, 
he  became  the  editor  of  tlie  Daily  Press.  iim\  occu- 
pied that  position  for  about  a  yetiv.  In  April,  1878, 
he  became  the  senior  proprietor  of  the  Weekly  Press, 
and  has  retained  that  connection  with  the  paper 
ever  since,  besides  devoting  considerable  time  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession.     In  1880  j\lr.  Stearns 
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was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
the  Second  Ward,  and  served  until  1886.  In  June, 
1885,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  by  President 
Cleveland,  and  in  December,  1885,  his  nomination 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  and  the  confirmation  was 
voted  in  May,  1886;  Mr.  Stearns  is  the  incumbent 
of  the  office  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  sketch. 
In  1883  he  was  appointed  Commissioner  to  the 
'^World's  Exposition,"  to  be  held  at  San  Francisco, 
Cal.  Mr.  Stearns  has  taken  a  very  active  part  in 
political  matters,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  every 
Democratic  State  Convention  for  the  past  fifteen 
years,  and  has  always  taken  a  prominent  part  in 
their  proceedings. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1868,  Mr.  Stearns  was  mar- 
ried to  Martha  E.,  daughter  of  Philo  and  Elizabeth 
Porter,  of  Batavia,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.  To  them 
have  been  born  four  children :  Harry  P.,  March  23, 
1869;  Fannie  L.,  June  12,  1871;  Jennie,  Aug.  1, 
1875;  and  Virginia,  Nov.  10,  1884.  Mrs.  Stearns 
was  born  in  Batavia,  Mich.,  June  20,  1843,  and  was 
for  several  years  a  teacher  in  the  Cokl water  Union 
Schools.  During  her  girlhood  she  was  afforded 
good  opportunities  for  obtaining  an  education, 
which  she  improved  to  the  utmost.  Mr.  Stearns 
never  had  a  father's  care.  His  parents,  Willard 
Stearns  and  Lucinda  Counrod,  were  natives  of 
Cherry  Valley,  and  were  married  in  January,  1837. 
His  father  was  a  hotel-keeper  in  the  village  of 
Cherry  Valley,  and  there  died  on  the  3d  of  July, 
1838,  from  injuries  sustained  while  wrestling,  leav- 
ing his  young  wife  with  limited  means  of  support. 
Lucinda  Stearns,  the  mother,  was  born  April  11, 
1811,  and  the  care,  education  and  support  of  her 
son  devolved  upon  her,  and  right  nobly  did  she 
discharge  the  trust.  In  1851,  at  Cherry  Valley,  N. 
Y.,  she  married  Henry  Bo  wen,  of  Franklin,  this 
county,  and  became  stepmother  to  the  eight  children 
whom  he  had  had  by  his  first  wife,  wlio  was  her 
sister.  Their  silver  wedding  was  celebrated  at 
their  residence  at  Adrian,  in  1S76,  and  it  was  a 
very  enjoyable  occasion.  She  died  suddenly  on 
the  3d  of  February,  1879,  of  paralysis,  her  life  hav- 
ing been  one  of  continued  activity  and  usefulness. 
She  was  a  devoted  wife,  a  tender,  loving  mother, 
and  a  valued  neighbor.  Her  pure  character,  bound- 
less sympathy  and  kind,   womanly  disposition  en- 
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deared  her  to  all  her  acquaintances,  and  to  her  our 
subject  very  justly  ascribes  the  credit  of  whatever 
of  worth  or  success  his  life  may  show. 

Mr.  Stearns  takes  a  lively  interest  in  fraternity 
matters,  and  is  a  member  of  Adrian  Lodge  No.  8, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  has  occupied  the  various 
chairs,  including  that  of  presiding  officer,  and  for 
several  years  he  was  the  Master  of  Greenly  Lodge 
No.  103,  F.  &  A.  M.  On  all  matters  of  public  pol- 
icy he  has  convictions  and  opinions,  and  can  be 
found  espousing  the  cause  of  one  side  or  the  other. 
In  his  capacity  as  editor  of  a  public  journal  he  is 
fearless  and  outspoken,  and  after  he  once  makes  up 
his  mind  that  he  is  right,  like  Davy  Crockett,  he 
^'  goes  ahead,"  regardless  of  consequences.  At  all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances  his  paper  has 
been  an^*  advocate  of  internal  improvements,  and 
the  origin  of  many  of  the  improvements  of  the  city 
of  Adrian  can  be  traced  to  his  journal.  He  is  rec- 
ognized by  all  as  a  progressive  citizen,  and  a  man 
of  infiuence  in  the  shaping  of  affairs. 
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EDWIN  J.  SHEPHERD,  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Wagner  &  Shepherd,  druggists 
)  at  Adrian,  is  one  of  the  rising  young  busi- 
ness men  of  the  county  within  whose  limits  he  has 
passed  his  entire  life,  having  been  born  in  Dover 
Township  on  the  10th  of  August,  1859,  and  reared 
and  educated  in  that  vicinity.  His  father,  James 
H.  Shepherd,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  canw 
when  a  young  man  to  this  county  with  his  parents. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Paul  Shepherd,  was  a 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  the  Master's  vineyard  in  Southern 
Michigan.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Kansas, 
and  was  there  during  the  border  troubles.  Event- 
ually he  returned  to  his  home  in  this  county,  where 
his  death  took  place  about  1864. 

James  H.  Shepherd  not  long  after  coming  to  this 
coinity,  was  married  to  Miss  Roxana  McMath,  of 
Dover  Township,  whose  father,  Fleming  McMath, 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  He  was  a  prom- 
inent man  in  the  community,  and  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  many  years,     Mr,  Shepherd  after 

: = ^ .^^ 


I 


0^^^ 


^1 


t 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


B17    -fK 


his  marriage,  conducted  a  flonriiig-mill  at  Canaii- 
daigua  for  some  years,  but  subsequently  retired  to 
his  farm  in  Dover  Township,  where  he  now  resides. 
The  parental  household  included  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  Edwin  J.,  our  subject,  was  the 
second  born.  Like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  he  pur- 
sued his  primary  studies  in  the  district  school,  and 
later  attended  the  High  School  at  Clayton,  after 
which  he  began  his  business  experience  by  entering 
the  drug-store  of  Samuel  E.  Hart,  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk.  He  remained  with  his  first  employer  five 
years,  which  fact  speaks  well  for  both  parties,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  this  time,  desirous  of  a  change 
of  scene,  he  repaired  to  East  Saginaw,  whence  six 
months  later,  he  returned  to  Adrian,  and  for  eight- 
een months  following  was  the  employe  of  G.  Weis- 
inger  &  Son. 

Mr.  Shepherd,  in  1884,  decided  to  embark  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  became  associated 
with  his  present  partner,  with  whom  he  has  since 
continued.  Their  store  is  located  at  No.  3  North 
Main  street,  and  tliey  carry  a  full  stock  of  drug- 
gists' goods,  besides  oil,  paints,  glass,  etc.,  indeed 
everything  usually  handled  in  this  line.  As  skillful 
pharmacists,  they  have  few  equals  in  the  city,  and 
have  made  a  long  stride  into  the  confidence  of  the 
people. 

Our  subject  soon  after  establishing  his  present 
business,  was  married,  in  June,  1885,  to  Miss  Lena 
B.  Angell,  who  was  born  Feb.  21,  1865,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Mary  H.  Angell,  of  Adrian. 
Of  this  union  there  is  one  child,  a  son,  James  H., 
born  June  9,  1886.  Mr.  Shepherd  is  a  first-class 
business  man,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
enterprises  tending  to  further  the  best  interests  of 
the  city.  In  politics,  he  votes  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  socially,  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19. 

ORNELIUS  QUICK.  As  a  fine  representa- 
^^  tive  of  the  intelligent  and  successful  far- 
Si^  mers  of  Fairfield  Township,  and  one  who 
has  ably  assisted  in  its  growing  prosperity,  we  take 
pleasure  in  giving  a  brief  biography  of  the  gentle- 
man wiiose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
Although  this  is  only  his  adopted  State,  Mr.  Quick 


takes  as  much  pride  in  its  rank  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most of  the  great  Central  States,  as  though  he  were 
to  the  ''  manor  born." 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  where  he 
was  born  in  flunterdon  County,  Sept.  30,  1 822.  His 
parents  removed  from  there  to  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  the  following  spring,  and  there  his  father,  Peter 
Quick,  departed  this  life  in  1824.  His  mother, 
Mary  (Everitt)  Quick,  continued  living  in  Seneca 
County  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  being 
an  energetic,  capable  woman,  retained  her  home, 
and  gave  her  children  the  benefits  of  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  In  1838  she  came  with  her 
two  children,  our  subject  and  a  daughter,  Mary  A., 
to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  lived  here  until  the 
time  of  her  death,  in  1876.  Mr.  Quick  has  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
though,  like  many  other  farm-bred  youths,  he  still 
pursued  his  studies,  and  for  four  winters  he  made 
use  of  the  knowledge  thus  acquired  l)y  teaching 
school  in  Fairfield  Township.  He  is  an  active  and 
prosperous  farmer,  and  the  owner  of  120  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  has  made  many  valuable  improve- 
ments. 

Mr.  Quick  has  been  twice  married,  the  first  time 
May  8,  1849,  in  Fairfield  Township,  to  Samantlia 
P.  Cole.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  four 
of  whom  reached  years  of  maturity — Frank,  My- 
ron H.,  Florence  E.  and  Edith  S.  Frank  married 
Miss  Carrie  Mead,  by  wliom  he  had  two  children, 
Mabel  and  Frankie,  and  died  in  Fairfield  Township 
when  twenty-eight  years  of  age;  Myron  married 
Nina  F.  Reed,  and  resides  in  Fairfield  Township; 
Florence  is  the  wife  of  H.  W.  Porter,  and  resides 
in  Weston,  while  Edith  is  at  home.  After  nearly 
twenty-one  pleasant  years  of  married  life,  Mrs. 
Quick  died,  Jan.  3,  1870,  and  Mr.  Quick  was  a  sec- 
ond time  married,  in  Fairfield  Township,  to  Miss 
Nancy,  daughter  of  Davis  I).  Bennett  of  that  place, 
who  has  since  faithfully  co-operated  with  him,  both 
in  his  home  and  social  obUgations.  They  are  both 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  since  1844. 

Our  subject  besides  attending  to  his  numerous 
farm  duties,  is  much  interested  in  literary  matters, 
and  has  been  correspondent  of  the  Adrian  Times 
for  many  years;  he   is  also   correspondent  of  the 
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Michigan  Christian  Herald  and  other  journals.  He 
is  a  conscientious,  earnest  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples promulgated  by  the  Prohibition  party,  and  al- 
ways supports  them  by  his  vote.  Until  1884  he 
was  identified  with  the  Eepublican  party.  lie 
is  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  has  hononiblj^  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  of 
other  minor  offices  of  the  town.  His  honesty  and 
integrity  of  character  are  undoubted,  and  sre  ap- 
preciated in  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
Mr.  Quick  was  a  candidate  for  Governor  on  the 
American  ticket  in  1880. 

^^ EORGE  W.  RUDESl LL.  The  career  of  this 
[|[  highly    respected     resident   of    Woodstock 

^^J(  Township  is  one  of  uiuisual  interest,  as  he 
was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life  and 
was  fortunate  in  having  been  given  the  wisdom  to 
make  good  use  of  his  time.  We  iiave  in  him  the 
pleasing  picture  of  a  man  self-educated,  well-in- 
formed, and  one  with  whom  it  is  both  gratifying 
and  profitable  to  converse.  Fie  has  been  a  school 
teacher  as  w^ell  as  a  farmer,  and  followed  both  these 
callings  in  Medina  County,  Ohio.  He  has  now  a 
neat  and  comfortable  home  on  section  30,  and  is 
surrounded  in  a  goodly  measure  by  the  desirable 
things  of  this  life. 

Mr.  Rudesill  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
was  born  in  Columbiana  Comity,  Aug.  21,1 821).  His 
jjarents,  Jacob  and  Jemima  (Reed)  Rudesill,  were 
born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  the  father 
Nov.  11,  1805.  He  died  in  Medina  ('ounty,  Ohio, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eight3-two  years,  having 
survived  his  estimable  partner  fourteen  years;  the 
mother  had  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 
Jacob  Rudesill  was  a  practical  fju-mer  and  was  also 
familiar  with  merchandising,  in  wliich  he  engaged 
considerably.  The  famih^  is  of  (Jerman  descent, 
and  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  crossed 
the  Atlantic  from  the  Fatherland  during  the 
Colonial  days.  He  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
from  him  and  his  brother  John,  it  is  believed, 
sprang  the  family  of  this  name  in  this  country.  He 
reared  a  family  in  the  Kejstone  State,  and  among 
his  sons  was  (ieorge,  the  giand father   of   our   sub- 
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I  ject,  who  when  a  young  man  settled  in  Ohio  and 
engaged  m  keeping  a  hotel  in  connection  with  farm- 
;  ing.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the 
:  Buckeye  State,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
:   life. 

The   subject    of    this   sketch   was   reared    by   his 
I    i)arents,  and  besides  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the 
I    farm,    attended    the    district    school    and    a    select 
'    school.     He  was  ambitious  to  learn,  and  in  advance 
!    of  his  schoolmates  in  this    respect.     He  determined 
i    to    acquire    a    good    education,    and    studied     and 
I    worked   to   this   end    until  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
I    teaching  during  the    winter  season   to  pay  his  way, 
I    and  doing  farm  work  in    the   summer.     The    result 
I    jiroved  that  ''where  there's  a   will  there's  a   way," 
I    and  the  time  thus  spent  he  can  never  regret. 
I        Mr.  Rudesill  was  married  while  a  resident  of  Me- 
I    (lina  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  18,  1855,  to  Miss   Ann  J. 
I    llanchett,  who  was  born  in  Medina   County,    Ohio, 
!    Nov.  28,  1836,  and   was  the  daughter   of   Watson 
i    and  Betsy  (Bordon)  llanchett.     Mr.   Haiichett  was 
I    a  native  of  New  York  State,  born  in  1804  near  the 
city  of  Syracuse,  where  he  was  married  to  a  lady  of 
tlie  same  localit}',  in  March,  1838.     They  removed 
to  Ohio  about  1834,   and   reared   a   family  of  nine 
children,  seven  of  vvhom  are  living.      The   parents 
died  in  Ohio,  the  father  being  about  fifty-two 3^ears 
old  and  the  mother   forty-two.     To    Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Rudesill   have    been    born    nine   children,   eight  of 
wliom  are  now  living:     Betsey  J,  was  born  May  24, 
1857,   married    Charles    Sanders    and    became    the 
mother  of  five  children,  one   of  whom    is  now    de- 
ceased;  Sylva  M.  was  born  Jul}^  8,  18()l,and  is  the 
wife  of  William  Royston,  and   the  mother   of  two 
children;  Burt  was  born  Aug.   5,    1HG5,  and  is  em- 
I)loye(l  as  a  carpenter,    making   his   home   with  his 
j)arents;  Ella  was  born   Eeb.    18,  18G8,  and  is  now 
the    wife  of   Albert    Royston,    of   Eaton    County; 
Hattie  was  born    Oct.    .'H,    1870,   and    is  attending 
school  in  Addison  ;  Nettie  was  born  March  27, 1874, 
and  Milton,  Oct.  4,  1879;  these  two  attend  the  dis- 
trict school.    Mabel,  ^'the  bal)}',"  was  born  Oct.  11, 
1  S83. 

Mr.  Rudesill  after  liis  marriage  settled  on  the 
farm  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  which  was  the  pro])- 
erty  of  the  Ilanctietts,  and  in  due  time  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  heirs  and   rt^nained    theje   eight 
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yen,i>.  About  1  8(;2  ho  sold  out  niid  cnm.'  to  thi>^ 
county,  settlino  first  in  Riduewny  l\n\  usliip.  Four 
and  one-hnlf  yonrs  Intor  lie  traded  hi-  property  thei-e 
for  his  pnv^eut  homestead,  whieh  he  has  now  occu- 
pied for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  lie  has  ninety  - 
one  acies  of  <>()()d  land,  aud  by  his  qualities  as  a 
man  and  a  citizen  has  established  himsell'  in  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors,  lie  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Ridgeway  Township  during 
nearly  all  the  time  of  his  residence  ther(\  and  has 
always  been  prominent  in  local  aft'airs.  lie  was  an 
uncompromising  Democrat,  politically,  until  1  88  t^ 
but  since  tlien  has  given  his  support  to  the  Pro- 
hibitionists. He  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the 
establishment  of  educational  institutions,  and  has 
served  on  the  School  P>oard  at  different  times,  (/on- 
tented  in  being  useful,  and  living  so  that  his  chil- 
dren will  not  be  ashamed  of  his  record,  he  illustrates 
in  an  admirable  manner  the  qualities  of  the  honest 
man  aud  the  good  citizen,  of  which  class  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  connnunity  are  formed. 
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^if^DSON  WALKER,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
[^  ueers  of  Lenawee  County,  is  a  representa- 
/J[I^;  tive  of  a  fine  old  family,  and  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  abilit-y.  He  has  im- 
proved his  opportunities  for  reading  and  study,  and 
is  a  lover  of  good  books.  He  keeps  himself  well 
posted  upon  current  events,  and  is  in  all  respects 
the  reflective  and  clear-thinking  man  witli  whom  it 
is  pleasant  to  converse.  He  came  to  this  section  of 
country  in  the  days  of  his  youth  and  strength,  which 
he  gladly  gave  to  assist  in  the  development  of  its 
resources,  while  at  the  same  time  building  up  for 
himself  a  good  home  and  a  creditable  position  among 
his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  the  town  of  Dumniers- 
ton,  Windham  Co.,  Vt.,  Oct.  27,  1813.  His  father, 
Daniel  Walker,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
whence  his  grandfather,  Jonas  Walker,  removed  to 
Vermont  during  the  early  settlement  of  Windham 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  residcl 
the  balance  of  his  life.  There  Daniel  AValker  was 
reared  to  manhood,  but  left  the  farm  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  until  about 
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1S20.  lie  then  |)urchased  a,  farm  near  Dummei><- 
ton  and  devoted  his  time  i)rincii)ally  to  agricultural 
l)ursuits  until  able  no  longer  to  labor,  then  repaired 
to  the  town  of  l*utney,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  IMary  Stockwell,  and  by  her  union  wdth  Dan- 
iel Walker  there  were  born  ten  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  matiu'e  years.  Edson,  of  our  sketch. 
was  the  fourtli  in  oi'der  of  birth,  and  with  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters  attended  tlie  common  school  until 
sixt(^en  years  of  age.  He  completed  his  studies  in 
the  academies  at  Brattleboro  and  Chester,  and  when 
eighteen  years  old  commenced  teaching,  employing 
himself  thus  during  winter,  and  farming  in  summer 
until  1831).  He  then  dei)arted  from  his  native  State, 
and  coming  west  to  this  county  located  in  Palmyra 
Township  and  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer.  After 
two  months  he  was  seized  with  ague,  which  unfitted 
him  for  manual  labor,  and  he  resumed  teaching  in 
Raisin  Township,  where  he  was  thus  employed  sev- 
eral vs'inters.  In  the  spring  of  1839  he  again  com- 
mencied  laboring  on  a  farm  by  the  month,  and  was 
thus  occupied  until  lie  had  saved  sufficient  from  his 
earnings  to  jiurchase  forty  acres  of  land  at  |10  per 
acre.  It  was  all  heavy  timber  and  lay  idle  until 
1842,  wlu^n  he  conunenced  felling  the  trees,  and 
thereafter  gave  his  attention  principally  to  opening 
up  the  farm.  He  added  to  his  first  purchase  as 
time  passed  on,  and  now  has  125  acres  of  land  un- 
der a  o-ood  state  of  cultivation,  with  first-class 
buildings  and  an  orchard  of  fine  apple  trees,  besides 
pears,  grapes,  peaches  and  the  small  fruits. 

xMr.  Walker  was  first  married,  Jan.  1,  1842,  to 
Miss  P>etsey  Hoxie,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  John  Hoxie,  a  well-known 
resident  of  that  section.  The  young  wife  died  six 
months  after  her  wedding,  and  Mr.  W..  on  the  10th 
of  December,  1846,  was  wedded  to  Miss  Marie  J. 
Stewart.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
recorded  as  follows:  James  S.,  the  eldest,  was  born 
Dec.  17,  1847,  and  after  completing  his  primary 
studies,  took  a  course  in  Adrian  College:  during 
the  progress  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted,  in  1864, 
in  the  United  States  Marine  Service,  and  while  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  was  drowned  in  the 
Mississippi  Feb.  14,  1865.  Edson  G.  is  married  and 
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lives  on  the  homestead ;  Mary  L.  is  a  resident  of 
Chicago;  Pliny  F.  was  born  Oct.  9,  1855,  and  died 
March  14,  1878.  at  the  homestead,  while  Mattie  J. 
resides  at  home   with  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Walker  was  born  in  Pittsbnrgh,  Pa.,  Jnly  4, 
1827,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  A.  Stewart,  a  na- 
tive of  Cannonsburg,  Washington  Co.,  Pa.,  and  the 
son  of  William  Stewart,  whom  it  is  believed  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  He  crossed  the  ocean  in  early  man- 
hood and  located  in  Pennsylvania,  purchasing  a 
farm  in  Washington  County,  where  he  cultivated 
the  soil  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His 
son,  James  A.,  became  an  expert  machinist,  at 
which  he  was  occupied  until  after  his  marriage. 
Thence  he  removed  to  East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  in 
1840,  where  he  resided  six  years  and  carried  on 
farming.  He  finally  became  a  resident  of  Adrian, 
this  State,  where  his  death  took  place  July  17,  1882. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  T.  Stokes, 
was  born  in  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Stokes,  also  a  native  of  that 
State,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  She  came  to 
Adrian  with  her  family,  but  only  lived  a  short  time 
after  the  removal,  her  death  taking  place  Aug.  17, 
1847. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  numbered 
among  the  liberal  and  cheerful  contributors  to  the 
enterprises  designed  to  encourage  morality  and  edu- 
cation among  the  people.  Our  subject  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Gen.  Jackson,  but  afterward,  being  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  the  extension  of  slave  territory, 
left  the  Democratic  party  during  the  Kansas  troubles, 
supported  Fremont  in  1856,  and  afterward  identified 
himself  with  the  Republicans  until  a  short  time 
since,  when  he  decided  to  give  his  support  entirely 
to  the  Prohibitionists. 


I  DGAR  A.  PERRY. 
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£uKTi^.sx  i\^.  x'iiriiiii.  The  Perry  family  have 
been  favorably  known  throughout  thesouth- 
?  western  part  of  Lenawee  County  since  the 
pioneer  days.  In  1842  Abel  Perry,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  left  his  early  friends  and  associations 
in  the  Empire  State,  and  journeyed  to  the  wilds  of 
Michigan,  locating  in  Medina  Township.     He  pur- 


chased 640  Mcres  of  unimproved  land,  from  about 
eight  acres  of  which  some  discouraged  settler  had 
partly  chopped  away  the  trees.  With  the  assistance 
of  his  boj^s,  Mr.  Perry,  after  the  lapse  of  years,  had 
eliminated  from  the  forest  a  good-sized  tract  of 
land,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
only  lived  seven  years  after  coming  to  the  West, 
his  death  occurring  in  1849,  when  he  was  sixty -five 
years  of  age.  The  mother,  Susanna  (Ainsworth) 
Perry,  died  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  before  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Michigan ;  both  parents 
Avere  natives  of  Onondaga  County.  They  had  a 
family  of  nine  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Edgar  A.,  of  our  sketch,  w^as  the 
youngest;  they  all  came  to  the  West  with  their  fa- 
ther. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N. 
Y.,  Feb.  28,  1836,  and  coming  to  this  county  with 
the  famil}^,  made  his  home  with  his  father,  and 
worked  out  until  a  youth  of  seventeen,  when  desir- 
ing to  see  something  of  the  w^orld,  he  started  over- 
land for  California,  March  31,  1852,  with  a  com- 
pany of  tw^enfcy-one  persons,  including  two  women 
and  five  or  six  children.  Their  train  consisted  of 
eleven  wagons,  and  after  crossing  the  Missouri  River 
they  made  very  good  headway,  arriving  at  Califor- 
nia on  the  20th  of  August.  Upon  the  whole  the 
trip  was  quite  pleasant  and  satisfactory,  although 
the  loss  of  one  of  their  men  by  fever  detracted 
considerably  from  their  pleasure.  They  had  no 
trouble  with  the  Indians,  although  they  made  the 
trip  at  a  time  when  emigrants  w^ere  frequently  sur- 
prised by  the  savages,  and  sometimes  with  serious 
results.  The  men  of  this  expedition  comprised  the 
following-named  persons:  Lawrence  Cottrell,  Har- 
vey Snow,  William  Thorp,  Jesse  Thorp,  and  Edgar 
A.  Perry,  our  subject. 

Mr.  Perry  returned  from  his  California  trip  in 
the  summer  of  1863,  via  the  Isthmus,  and  with  a 
snug  little  sum  of  money.  He  set  foot  upon  the 
soil  of  his  old  home  in  Medina  Township  on  the 
27th  of  February,  and  since  that  time  has  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits.  For  nineteen  years  he  em-, 
ployed  himself  on  land  in  Medina,  and  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  1880.  This  embraces  284  acres 
of  land,  with  a  substantial  residence,  a  barn  and  all 
the  buildings  required  by  the  progressive  agricult- 


* 


t 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


-•►-■-4« 


621 


iirist.     In  addition  to  this  property  Mr.  Perry   has 
eighty  acres  in  Medina  Townsliip. 

Our  subject,  on  the  14tli  of  August,  18G(),  took 
to  himself  a  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Lucy  L  Cooley,  who  was  l)orn  in  Medina 
Township,  Dec.  2,5,  1845,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Justus  and  Clarissa  (Baker)  Cooley,  natives  of  New 
York,  and  now  residents  of  Medina,  of  whom  a 
sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Tliis  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  cliildren : 
Elmer  A.,  who  is  farming  in  Dover  Township;  ami 
Amos  J.,  Sidney  A.  and  Nellie  L,  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  Perry,  politically,  aides  with  the 
Republican  party,  although  having  little  to  do  \^ith 
public  affairs.  His  course  as  a  farmer  has  been 
marked  with  thoroughness  and  skill,  and  as  a  citizen 
he  is  held  in  high  regard. 
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7  AMES  T.  FINCH,  who  operated  as  a  farmer 
tw^ent}^  years  in  Adrian  Township,  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  and  occupying  a  pleas- 
ant home  on  section  13,  where  he  busies  him- 
self in  light  employment  when  so  disposed,  and  has 
ample  time  to  devote  to  the  society  of  his  many 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Among  these  he  is  a 
general  favorite,  being  of  a  kind  and  obliging  dis- 
position, courteous  in  his  manner,  and  of  that  tem- 
perament which  invariably  wins  confidence  and  es- 
teem. Mr.  Finch  came  to  this  county  during  its 
early  settlement,  and  is  numbered  among  the  men 
wdio  assisted  in  the  development  of  its  resources  nnd 
the  building  up  of  its  reputation  as  a  desirable  place 
of  residence,  both  on  account  of  its  natural  advan- 
tages and  the  intelligence  of  its  people. 

Mr.  Finch  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  where 
he  was  born  in  Orange  County,  Jan.  16,  1814. 
His  father,  Philetus  Finch,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  where  he  learned  shoemaking,  which  he  fol- 
lowed during  his  early  manhood,  and  later  invested 
his  modest  capital  in  a  farm  in  Steuben  County. 
Of  this  he  took  possession  in  1828,  and  remained 
there  until  his  death,  after  he  had  attained  to  more 
than  fourscore  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Paddock, 
died  in  1830,  when  but  forty    years   of  age.     The 
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parental  household  included  six  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, the  latter  of  whom  died  when  quite  young,  and 
one  son  also  passed  away  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  left  the  home  roof  soon  after  the 
death  of  his  mother,  and  took  up  his  abode  with  his 
uncle,  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  on 
a  farm  and  availed  himself  of  the  instruction  given 
in  the  district  schools,  during  the  winter  season, 
until  reaching  his  majority.  He  then  commenced 
learning  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed 
therc^after  until  forty-five  years  of  age.  In  the 
spring  of  1336,  he  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  after  looking  over  the  countr3%  went  back 
to  New  York  after  his  family,  and  upon  his  return 
located  in  Rome  Township,  upon  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land.  Upon  this  there  were  no  improvements 
whatever,  and  his  first  business,  of  course,  was  to 
provide  a  shelter  for  his  family.  He  possessed  the 
hardy  resolution  of  the  men  of  those  times,  and  was 
prepared  for  every  emergency.  He  vvorked  at  his 
trade  and  cultivated  the  soil  in  the  best  manner  he 
could,  and  in  due  time  found  himself  on  the  high 
road  to  prosperity.  About  1853  he  sold  this  prop- 
erty and  moved  to  a  farm  in  Adrian  Township, 
which  he  had  purchased  for  his  son,  and  where  he 
now  lives. 

The  marriage  of  James  T.  Finch  and  Miss  Emeline 
Halsted  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  spring  of  1837.  This 
lady  was  the  daughter  of  John  Halsted,  of  New 
Y'ork  State,  who  migrated  to  Michigan  shortly  after 
his  daughter's  marringe,  and  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Rome  Township,  continued  there  until  his 
death  when  eighty-two  years  old.  Mrs.  Emeline 
Finch  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Sept.  30,  1808, 
and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, Jan.  22,  1846,  at  the  old  homestead.  Of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  are  living  the  children 
whose  record  is  as  follows :  Charles,  born  Aug.  30, 
1838,  is  now  a  resident  of  this  county;  John  was 
born  March  5,  1840,  and  during  the  late  war  en- 
listed as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  from  which 
he  returned  with  life  and  health  spared,  and  is  now 
carrying  on  farming  near  Mt.  Phillips,  Kan. ;  Phile- 
tus was  born  Jan.  17,  1842,  and  enlisted  in  the  serv- 
ice about  the  same  time  as  his  brother  John;  af- 
ter returning  home  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune 
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on  the  l*a('ifie  Slope,  and  is  now  in  California.  Eme- 
line  was  })orn  Aug.  24,  1845,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Clark  D(»cker,  of  Adrian. 

Mr.  Eincli  was  a  second  time  married,  Sept.  \2, 
1848,  to  Miss  Susan  A.  Hood,  also  a  native  of  New 
York,  Slie  became  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Loran  C,  who  was  born  Sept.  17,  1849,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Osceola  County,  this  State,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and 
blinds;  the  other  child,  also  a  son,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Susan  A.  Finch  died  in  September, 
1852,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Rome. 

The  third  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Al)- 
bie  Cole,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  James  Cole,  who  removed  from  there 
to  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Michigan,  spending  his  last 
years  in  Adrian  Township  with  our  subject.  His 
death  took  place  when  he  was  eighty-three  j^ears  of 
ao:e.     Mrs.  Abbie  Finch  died  Auo".  31,  1878. 


/p^EORGE  W.  WOOD  WORTH.  The  beauti- 
jll  ^__,  ful  farm  of  this  gentleman  is  eligibly  lo- 
^^5)  edited  on  section  o,  in  Medina  Townshij), 
and  comprises  140  acres  of  valuable  land,  with  first- 
class  buildings.  One  of  its  interesting  features  is  a 
fish  pond,  constructed  by  its  present  proprietor,  and 
stocked  with  German  carp.  In  addition  to  the 
dwelling  there  is  a  well-appointed  barn  with  an 
ample  granary,  a  carriage  shed,  and  the  other  out- 
houses required  around  the  country  home,  all  con- 
structed in  the  best  possible  manner.  A  sawmill 
at  some  distance  from  these  adds  to  the  general  in- 
come, turning  out  about  400,000  feet  of  lumber 
annually.  The  entire  premises  wear  an  aspect  of 
thrift  and  prosperity  which  cannot  fail  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  observant  traveler,  and  is  at 
once  an  indication  of  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  the  original  projector. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Orville  and  Amanda 
(Bennett)  Woodworth,  the  former  born  in  Colum- 
bia County,  N,  Y.,  Feb.  1,  1807,  and  the  latter  in 
Norwich,  that  State,  April  11,  1812.  They  were 
married  in    1830,  and  the  elder   Woodworth    was 


proprietor  of  a  good  farm  near  the  tf)wn  of  Sennett, 
about  five  miles  from  the  city  of  Auburn.  After 
the  birth  of  one  child,  a  daughter  Mary,  now  the 
wife  of  John  Johnson,  of  Hudson,  the  father  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  Empire  State,  and  coming  to 
this  county  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Medina 
Township  which  is  now  included  in  the  homestead 
of  our  subject.  This  he  moved  upon  in  1835,  and 
from  that  time  devoted  his  attention  to  its  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement.  Here  also  three  more 
children  were  born,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity. 
George  W.,  of  onr  sketch,  was  the  third  child,  and 
was  born  in  Medina  Township,  June  28,  1840.  He 
])nrsued  his  early  studies  in  the  first  log  school- 
house  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  township  and 
at  an  early  age  became  familiar  with  the  various 
employments  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Woodworth,  when  not  quite  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  vvas  married,  Feb.  28,  1863,  to  Miss 
Susan  M.,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Catharine  (Paul) 
Hall,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  Adrian.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Woodworth  were  formerly  residents 
of  Gorham  Township,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio,  and  are 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  Susan  Woodworth  died  at 
her  liome  in  Medina  Township,  Sept.  25,  1865. 

Tlie  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Alice 
Mason,  and  they  were  married  at  Lansing,  this  State, 
Dec.  9,  1879.  She  is  the  daughter  of  W.  S.  G.  and 
Mary  A.  (May)  Mason,  the  father  a  native  of 
Seneca  Coiuity,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  of  Town- 
send,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio.  After  their  marriage 
her  parents  lived  for  a  time  in  the  latter  place, 
whence  thej^  removed  to  this  county  about  thirty 
years  ago  and  settled  in  Fairfield  Township.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  Mrs.  W.  being  the  third  child. 
She  was  born  in  Townsend,  July  25,  1851,  and  her 
education  was  completed  in  the  village  of  Weston. 
Mr.  and  Mr.  Mason  returned  to  Fulton  County, 
Ohio,  in  1875,  where  they  are  still  living  and  resi- 
dents of  Chesterfield. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodworth  have  one  child,  a  son, 
George  W.,  who  was  born  April  3,  1883.  Our  sub- 
ject has  been  Supervisor  two  3^ears,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  quite 
prominent  as  a  Mason  and  belongs  to  Morenci 
Lodge  No.  95,  in  which  he  has  officiated  as  Junior 


-'m^ 


"•►•"S- 


m 


-«^^#»«> 


-•► 


lenawep:  county. 


625 


Warden,  Senior  Deacon  nnd  Master,  lioldini>-  thij? 
latter  otiice  for  nine  years.  He  has  also  been  Over- 
seer and  Master  of  Morenci  Grange  ten  years.  Po- 
litically, he  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 
Mrs.  Wood  worth  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  at  Morenci. 

Orville  Wood  worth,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  did  much  to  encour- 
age the  settlement  of  Medina  Township  with  a 
worthy  and  intelligent  class  of  people.  He  was 
ever  the  ready  helper  of  those  trying  to  help  them- 
selves, and  contributed  of  his  time  and  means  to  the 
various  worthy  enterprises  upon  which  the  prosperit}^ 
of  the  young  and  struggling  communit}'  depended. 
His  third  liouse,  which  he  put  np  in  the  winter  of 
1847-48,  was  used  as  a  hotel,  and  familiarly 
known  as  '^Buckhorn  Tavern ;"  this  was  before  the 
days  of  railroads  and  before  the  town  of  Morenci 
had  come  into  existence.  He  was  expert  with  the 
rifle  in  those  early  days  and  hunting  and  fishing- 
were  his  favorite  pastimes.  Over  500  deer  fell  by 
his  nnerring  rifle  after  he  became  a  resident  of  this 
county.  He  lived  to  be  quite  aged,  and  died  at 
the  homestead  on  the  3d  of  October,  1870.  The 
mother  survived  a  little  over  five  years,  lier  death 
taking  place  Dec.  17,  1875. 


RS.  CHARLOTTE  L.  ROWLSON.  Among 
the  pioneer  wives  and  mothers  Avho  came 
with  their  families  to  Southern  Michigan 
during  the  early  settlement  of  Lenawee 
County,  the  subject  of  this  record  is  worthy  of 
more  than  passing  mention.  She  looked  upon  this 
section  of  countrj^  when  it  was  little  better  than  a 
wilderness,  and  by  her  patience,  her  labors  and  her 
courage,  sustained  the  heart  and  hands  of  her  hus- 
band in  his  efforts  to  build  up  from  the  unculti- 
vated soil  a  homestead  for  himself  and  his  family. 
Chancey  Rowlson  is  remembered  as  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  w^ell  educated,  capable 
and  popular,  and  one  who  took  a  genuine  interest 
in  the  building  up  of  the  struggling  little  commu- 
nity with  its  honest  and  worthy  ambitions,  from  the 
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crude  material  with  wlilch  they  had  to  work.  He 
was  born  in  VV^ayne  County.  N.  Y.,  Feb.  6,  1808, 
and  departed  this  life  after  having  rounded  up  the 
sum  of  seventy-five  years  in  honor  and  prosperity, 
June  30,  1883.  Fie  left  his  widow  a  fine  estate,  in- 
cluding a  valuable  farm  of  184  acres,  with  all  the 
necessary  buildings  and  appurtenances,  and  upon 
which  she  now  resides.  It  comprises  part  of  sec- 
tions 20  and  29  in  Woodstock  Township. 

Harvey  and  Lucretia  (Patridge)  Rowdson,  the 
parents  of  Chancey.  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
but  after  marriage  they  migrated  to  the  Empire 
State,  wdiere  they  engaged  in  farming,  and  where 
the  father  died.  The  mother  subsequently  came 
to  this  count}^  and  made  her  home  with  her  son,  at 
whose  house  her  death  took  place  in  1864,  after  she 
had  passed  her  eighty-second  birthday.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  who,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Chancey,  died  young.  He  left  New 
York  State  and  made  his  home  with  his  uncle  in 
Vermont  until  1838.  when  he  came  to  this  State 
and  located  at  once  in  Woodstock  Township,  where 
he  lived  the  balance  of  his  days,  tiarvey  B.  Rowl- 
son, editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Hillsdale  Standard 
(Republican),  came  to  this  county  with  Chancey 
Rowlson,  with  whom  he  remained  five  years,  and 
then  went  to  learn  the  printer's  trade ;  he  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  family. 

Mrs.  Rowlson  Avas  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt., 
Oct.  24,  1818,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  R.  and 
Chloe  (Savage)  Norton,  also  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  They  emigrated  to  Ohio  during 
its  early  settlement,  and  there  spent  their  last  days, 
the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- three  j^ears, 
and  the  mother  surviving  six  3^ears,  dying  aged 
eighty-four  years.  Harvey  Rowlson  w^as  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  but  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  had 
served  in  the  War  or'  1812.  He  w^as  a  very  intelli- 
gent man,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  politics. 
He  held  for  some  time  the  position  of  Deputy 
Sheriff  in  Wayne  County.  The  family  w^as  a  patri- 
otic one  through  its  entire  history  so  far  as  known, 
and  w^as  never  behindhand  when  the  country 
needed  soldiers  to  assist  in  preserving  its  institu- 
tions. Mrs.  Rowdson  had  nephews  and  other  rela- 
tives in  the  army  during  the  late  ''unpleasantness." 

Miss  Charlotte  L.  Norton  was  seventeen  years  of 


ul 


i 


r 


t 


-<*• 


f 


626 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


age  when  her  parents  left  her  native  State  for  Ohio, 
and  there  she  developed  into  womanhood,  receiv- 
ing her  education  in  the  district  school,  which  her 
future  husband  also  attended.  They  were  married 
in  the  Buckeye  State,  April  28,  1842,  and  at  once 
set  out  for  the  new  home  in  the  West.  Of  the 
trials  and  hardships  which  they  encountered,  the  tale 
is  told  often  in  this  volume,  for  they  were  similar 
to  that  of  all  the  pioneers.  In  bravery,  patience 
and  perseverance,  the  record  is  also  similar.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rowlson  were  outdone  by  none  of  their 
neighbors. 

Mr.  Rowlson  in  his  younger  years  had  learned 
the  clothier's  trade,  but  worked  at  it  only  one  year 
after  coming  to  Michigan,  when  his  farming  oper- 
ations engaged  his  time  and  attention.  The  little 
household  in  due  time  was  brightened  by  the  birth 
of  five  children :  Hattie  L.  was  born  in  Woodstock 
Township,  Feb.  5,  1845,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Miles  Bennett,  of  Jackson  County,  and  the  mother 
of  two  children;  Harvey  J.  was  born  April  10, 
1848,  and  married  Miss  Belle  Kahowe;  he  is  the 
father  of  two  boys,  and  is  farming  on  section  29. 
Fred  was  born  Oct.  10,  1860,  and  married  Miss 
Aurilla  C.  Rose;  they  have  two  daughters,  and  he 
is  engaged  in  farming  the  home  place.  Sarah,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Rowison,  became  the  wife 
of  Jackson  Carpenter,  and  died  Dec.  23,  1878, 
leaving  an  infant  daughter;  this  child,  now  a  bright 
little  girl  nine  years  of  age,  was  reared  by  her 
grandmother,  and  is  the  pet  of  the  household.  She 
was  named  Sarah  after  her  mother,  whom  she  is 
said  to  strongly  resemble.  Martha  died  when  two 
and  a  half  years  old. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Rowlson 
has  had  the  principal  management  of  the  estate, 
and  the  land  is  worked  by  her  son  Fred.  Mr. 
Rowlson  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  party 
from  the  time  of  its  organization,  but  never  an 
office-seeker,  preferring  to  leave  politics  to  men 
who  were  less  fond  of  agriculture.  He  was  genial 
and  benevolent,  a  true  type  of  the  Christian  gentle- 
man who  is  found  doing  good  as  he  has  opportu- 
nity, and  when  in  the  home  circle  and  among  his 
familiar  friends  illustrated  the  true  worth  of  his 
character. 

As  representative  of  those  "  who  have  borne  the 
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burden  and  heat  of  the  clay  "  in  Lenawee  County, 
we  have  pleasure  in  presenting  on  an  adjoining 
page  of  this  Album  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowl- 
son. 


^^  HRIST  WALTER.     The  Swiss  are  noted  for 

il\      ^,  their  love  of  liberty  and  attachment  to  their 

\Vv  Jj' 

^^7    native    country.     This,    together    with    the 

fact  that  one  of  their  countrj/men  by  his  daring  and 
sacrifice  made  it  possible  for  his  follow^ers  to  con- 
tinue in  comparative  peace  and  comfort  upon  their 
native  soil,  is  probably  the  reason  that  Switzerland 
of  all  the  European  countries,  is  perhaps  least  rep- 
resented upon  American  soil. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a  resident  of  Me- 
dina Township,  was  born  in  that  land  of  beautiful 
lakes  and  mountains,  in  the  canton  of  Schaffhausen, 
Feb.  7,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Ursula 
(Kubler)  Walter,  natives  of  the  same  place,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives.  George  ^V^alter  was  a 
farmer  of  modest  means,  and  the  children  of  the 
parental  household  were  taught  early  in  life  to 
make  themselves  useful  about  their  humble  home. 
They  were  named  respectivel}^ :  Sebastian,  Magda- 
lena ;  Jacob,  now  deceased ;  Barbara ;  George,  de- 
ceased; Casper,  Christian,  George  (2d),  deceased, 
and  Ursula.  The  father  died  on  the  13th  of  De- 
cember, 1858,  aged  sixty-six  years.  The  mother 
survived  her  husband  four  years  only,  her  death 
taking  place  in  July,  1862.  Our  subject  and  two 
sisters  were  the  only  members  of  the  family  who 
came  to  America,  and  the  sisters,  Magdalena  and 
^Barbara,  are  residents  of  Chicago  and  Iowa  respect- 
ively. 

The  people  of  Switzerland,  following  the  com- 
mendable custom  of  their  German  neighbors,  place 
their  children  in  school  at  a  suitable  age,  where 
they  are  retained  until  fourteen  3' ears  old.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  had  little  of  this  w^orld's 
goods  to  bestow  upon  their  son,  and  accordingly 
gave  him  what  is  of  still  more  value — a  good  prac- 
tical education.  Upon  leaving  school  he  went  to 
work  with  his  father  upon  the  land  belonging  to 
the  latter.  The  family  were  devoted  to  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  about  this  time  also  young  Wal- 
ter was  confirmed,  and  thus  practically  made  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  same.  About  eighteen  months  Inter  he 
left  home  and  worked  for  himself  until  the  struggle 
for  liberty  in  Italy  began,  and  then  entered  the 
ranks  of  the  Italian  army.  He  fought  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Naples  in  1858,  and  thereafter  followed  the 
fortunes  of  war  in  Southwestern  Europe  four  years; 
in  addition  to  this  he  served  in  the  army  of  Switz- 
erland a  year. 

Our  subject  set  sail  for  America  in  the  spring  of 
1861 ,  in  good  time  to  measure  arms  with  the  Amer- 
ican soldiery,  and  was  soon  enrolled  in  the  37th 
Ohio  Infantry.  With  his  regiment  he  met  the  rebels 
near  La  Fayette,  Ya.,  and  again  at  Princeton, 
where  the  regiment  lost  eight  men.  Soon  afterward 
they  moved  to  Vicksburg,  and  J\lr.  Walter  assisted 
in  digging  the  underground  passage  at  that  place. 
He  was  also  in  the  engagements  at  Jackson,  Miss., 
Champion  Hills,  Vicksl)urg,  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain,  and  Delta,  Ga.,  and  at  the  capture  and 
siege  of  Atlanta.  After  a  faithful  service  of  three 
years  he  received  his  honorable  discharge,  Sept.  27, 
1865,  and  with  his  comrades  was  mustered  out. 

After  the  third  time   being  transformed   from   a   j 
soldier  to    a  civilian,   Mr.  Walter  made  his  way  to   | 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  not  long  afterward   was  married    | 
to  one  of  his  own   countrywomen,   Miss  Margaret   | 
Faelbeck,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of   ' 
the  bride,   March   23,   1868.     Mrs.   Walter   is  the 
daughter  of  Phillip  and  Margaret  (Neinborn)  Fael- 
beck, natives  of  Germany,  who  left  the  Fatherland 
in  1850.     They  first  settled  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Black  Swamp  in  the  same 
State,  where  they  are  still  living.  Mr.  Faelbeck  was 
born  Nov.  11,    1813,  and   his  wife  Jan.    24,  1825. 
They  are  the  parents  of  nine  children — Caroline, 
Margaret,    Christian,    Henry,    Andrias,    Catherine, 
Emma,   Charles   and    Phillip,    who  are  mostly  resi- 
dents of  Ohio. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  Nov.  16,  1847, 
and  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  she  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  America.  She  also  was 
confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  Church  when  fourteen 
years  old,  and  with  her  husband  remains  a  loyal  ad- 
herent to  the  religious  faith  in  which  she  was  trained 
by  careful  and  conscientious  parents.  They  were 
people  in  humble  circumstances,  and  could  only 
give  to  their  offspring  the  heritage  of  a  good  name. 


Mi.ss  Margaret  had  many  friends,  and  earned  her 
own  living  when  old  enough  until  she  was  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  settled  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
after  their  marriage,  and  there  became  the  parents 
of  ten  blooming  children,  whom  they  named  re- 
si)ectively,  Edward,  John,  Frederick,  Mina,  Nettie, 
Frank,  Charles,  Jacob,  Phillip  and  Robert.  Ed- 
ward is  now  a  promising  young  man  of  nineteen 
years,  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  To- 
ledo. The  rest  of  the  children  are  at  home  with 
their  parents,  and  attending  school. 

While  in  Toledo  Mr.  Walter  was  occupied  as  a 
drayman,  and  in  1875  he  determined  upon  a  change 
of  location  and  occupation,  and  so  set  his  face 
toward  the  Wolverine  State.  He  invested  his  ready 
capital  in  a  farm  near  Riga,  this  county,  which  he 
occupied  two  years,  but  this  venture  not  proving 
entirely  satisfactory,  he  sold  out  and  returned  to 
the  Buckeye  State,  where  he  remained  six  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  determined  to  try 
the  West  once  more,  and  this  time  came  to  Lenawee 
County,  where  he  has  since  been  quite  contented  to 
remain.  His  snug  farm  of  sixty  acres  is  utilized 
apparently  in  the  best  manner,  and  he  has  not  onl}^ 
been  successful  as  an  agriculturist,  but  in  cultivat- 
ing the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  neighbors. 


Tr^i  OBERT  POWER.  This  gentleman,  who  oc- 
l|^7  cupies  the  responsible  position  of  Superin- 
/iv\\  tendent  of  the  Lenawee  County  Poor  Farm, 
^uvas  born  in  Monroe,  Mich.,  March  18, 
1 846.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Sea- 
man) Power,  natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1833,  and  settled  in  Monroe.  They 
afterward  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  here  his 
father  spent  his  declining  years,  dying  in  Palmyra 
Township  in  1870;  the  mother  is  still  living  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-four  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  narrative  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion in  his  youth.  His  parents  were  in  moderate 
circumstances,  and  he  began  early  in  life  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  He  acquired  a  taste  for 
farming  while  young,  and  has  always  been  engaged 
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in  agricultural  pursuits,  his  first  efforts  in  this  line 
being  performed  while  in  the  employ  of  neighbor- 
'  ing  farmers. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Power  was  too  3'oung  to  indulge  his  patriotic  ardor 
by  entering  the  army,  but  in  February,  1865,  be- 
ing then  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in 
the  11th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  creditably 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  returned  to  Lena- 
wee County,  where  he  has  since  resided,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  year  spent  in  Nevada.  He  rented 
some  land,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in 
farming,  with  excellent  success.  In  the  spring  of 
1 880  he  received  the  appointment  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Lenawee  County  Poor  Farm,  for  which  posi- 
tion his  sound  common  sense  and  good  judgment 
eminently  fit  him,  and  that  he  still  retains  this  posi- 
tion shows  that  he  has  discharged  its  onerous  duties 
with  zeal  and  fidelit}^  He  superintends  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  154  acres  of  land  that  form  the  farm, 
and  has  under  his  charge  an  average  of  from  forty - 
five  to  sixty  inmates  throughout  the  year. 

Mr.  Power  has  been  ably  assisted  in  the  discharge 
of  his  work  by  his  wdfe,  to  whom  he  was  married 
March  23,  1871,  in  Adrian,  Mich.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Pletcher,  and  she  is  the  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Polly  (Gardner)  Pletcher,  who  reside 
in  Madison  Township.  She  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Dec.  25,  1846,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren— Edith  and  Lottie. 

Mr.  Power  takes  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  as 
every  good  citizen  should,  and  supports  the  prin- 
ciples promulgated  by  the  Republican  party. 


ARVEY    I.    BALDWIN    was  born 


the 


i\  town  and  county  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  on 
the  15th  of  October,  1828,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent attorney-at-law,  in  Palmyra,  Lenawee 
County.  His  father,  Isaac  Baldwin,  was  born  in 
the  same  town,  while  his  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  England,  who  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times 
and  settled  in  Connecticut,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
on  Litchfield  Hill,  and  there  spent  the  last  days  of 
his  life.  The  father  grew  to  manhood  and  was 
married  in  Connecticut,  to  Sarah  Gillette,  who  was 
«^t ^ "■■""— 


born  in  Litchfield  County,  and  was  the  (laughter  of 
Asa  Gillette.  The  father  was  a  resident  of  Litch- 
field until  1840,  when  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled 
in  Medina  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  in 
Westfield  Township,  and  remained  until  1867.  In 
that  3^ear  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Alle- 
gan County,  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  remained 
until  his  death  in  1880.  His  wife  died  on  the  old 
homestead  about  one  year  later.  Tlie}^  had  five 
children,  all  sons,  and  all  grew  to  manhood. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
in  the  order  of  birth,  and  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Medina  County,  Ohio. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  in  Connecticut 
quite  regularly  until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  printer  in  the 
office  of  the  Litchfield  Enquirer^  and  after  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Ohio  he  worked  in  various  print- 
ing-offices, at  the  same  time  continuing  his  studies. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  teaching  in 
the  High  Scliool  in  Westfield,  Medina  County,  in 
which  occupation  he  continued  until  1855,  when  he 
came  to  Lenawee  County  and  settled  in  Cambridge 
Township.  He  bought  a  farm  on  which  he  lived 
two  years,  then  sold  and  removed  to  Pahnyra, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  on  section  34,  and 
resided  until  1871,  when  he  bought  the  Tiffiney 
property  in  the  village  of  Pahnyra,  which  has  since 
been  his  home. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1849,  Mr.  Baldwin  was 
married  to  Catherine  Miller,  who  was  born  in  th(i 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  25th  of  Januarj^,  1830, 
and  they  had  two  children :  Charles  and  William; 
Charles  was  born  in  Westfield,  Ohio,  and  William  in 
Cambridge,  Mich.  Mrs.  Catherine  Baldwin  died 
on  the  13th  of  June,  1856,  and  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1857,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  again  married,  this 
time  to  Emily  Miller,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  the  25th  of  January,  1835.  By  this 
marriage  one  child  was  born,  named  Cora  C,  who 
resides  at  home  with  her  father:  her  mother  died 
Aug.  19,  1887. 

Mr.  Baldwin  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Lenawee  County,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all 
matters  concerning  its  material  welfare.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  as  the  result  of  his  efforts  has  accumulated 
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considerable  wealth.  He  is  a  man  of  the  highest  I 
integrit}^,  and  unimpeachabie  honor,  and  has  faith-  | 
fully  discharged  every  duty  which  has  devolved  ^ 
upon  him.  For  thirty  years  he  has  served  in  the  I 
capacity  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  during  that  | 
long  term  of  service  has  rendered  entire  satisfac-  ; 
tion.  Educational  affairs  have  claimed  his  attention  | 
to  a  large  extent,  and  his  practical  knowledge  of  \ 
schools  has  been  utilized  in  the  capacity  of  School  ; 
Director.  Mv.  Baldwin  takes  great  interest  in  all  ; 
religious  affairs,  and  for  thirty  years  has  been  a  | 
local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  I 
while  during  almost  his  entire  residence  in  Palmyra  i 
he  has  been  a  Trustee  and  Steward  in  that  church.  : 
In  addition  to  his  official  duties  and  the  practice  of  ! 
his  profession  he  has  for  years  had  supervision  of  i 
the  real-estate  interests  in  Michigan  of  Mr.  Cutler, 
a  large  capitalist  and  land-owner  of  New  Jersey.  ; 
Mr.  Baldwin  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig,  but  | 
when  the  Republican  party  was  organized  in  1856,  | 
as  the  successor  of  the  Whig  party,  he  became  a  | 
Republican,  and  has  remained  one  ever  since.  He  ! 
is  an  eloquent  advocate  of  temperance  principles,  | 
and  in  that  cause  his  voice  is  often  heard.  Mr.  | 
Baldwin  is  a  citizen  that  any  community  is  fortun-  | 
ate  in  possessing,  and  the  various  public  places  of  \ 
trust  and  honor  which  have  been  conferred  upon 
him,  indicate  that  his  neighbors  appreciate  him  at 
his  proper  value. 

//^VEORGE  H.  BROOKS  is  one  of  the  notable 
ill  men   of  Medina  Township,  where   he  owns 

"v^^j  ji  good  farm  of  180  acres,  and  is  princii)ally 
engaged  in  dairying.  Like  scores  of  other  enter- 
prising and  well-to-do  residents  of  this  count}^  he 
is  an  emanation  of  tlie  Empire  State,  and  was  born 
in  Seneca  County,  Sept.  12,  1886.  His  parents, 
eJames  aiul  Jane  (Sebring)  Brooks,  were  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  whence  they  removed,  when  young,  to 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  of  each  had 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  Grandfather  Brooks  as 
(ieneral,  and  Grandfather  Sebring  as  Lieutenant. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  spent  the  balance  of 
their  days  in  Seneca  County,  the  father  dying  in 
1863,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years,  and  the  mother, 


surviving  her  husband  twenty -three  years,  died  in 
1886,  when  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  Of  their 
nine  children,  George  H.  was  the  seventh.  His  ed-  * 
ucation  was  acquired  in  the  district  school,  and  he 
followed  farming,  the  pursuit  of  his  father  before 
him.  choosing  this  for  his  vocation  in  life.  When 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  while  a  resident  of 
New  York,  he  was  married  in  January,  1860,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Swick,  of  Seneca 
County.  The  young  wife  lived  only  about  eight 
months  after  her  marriage.  The  second  wife  of 
our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1864,  was 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Watrous.  Of  this 
union  there  were  four  children:  Elizabeth  (ist), 
deceased;  Elizabeth  (2d),  Jennie  and  Nellie;  the 
three  surviving  are.  at  home  with  their  parents. 

The  homestead  of  our  subject  is  kept  up  after  the 
manner  of  the  well-to-do  and  enterprising  citizen, 
tlie  buildings  being  of  substantial  character  and  in 
good  repair.  The  farm  operations  and  the  dairy 
are  carried  on  after  the  most  approved  methods,  and 
with  convenient  machinery.  Everything  about  the 
premises  indicates  plenty  and  comfort.  Mr.  Brooks 
takes  little  interest  in  politics,  but  when  casting  his 
vote  at  general  elections,  supports  Democratic  prin- 
ciples. 


NDREW  NUFER,  now  a  retired  grocer  of 
Adrian,  has  been  an  energetic  and  busy 
~ll\  man  all  his  life,  devoting  a  great  many 
years  to  railroading  before  entering  the 
business  from  which  he  lately  retired.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  German}^,  and  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Sept. 
13,  1828.  At  the  age  of  five  years  he  accompanied 
his  parents,  Peter  and  Susannah  (Rose)Nufer,  when 
they  emigrated  to  America.  Upon  their  arrival  at 
New  York  City,  they  proceeded  to  Buffalo,  and 
from  tliere  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  thence  came  to 
Monroe  County,  Mich.,  where  they  settled  in  the 
town  of  Monroe,  in  1836.  Two  years  later,  in 
1838,  they  purchased  a  tract  of  land  upon  which 
they  moved,  and  remained  until  the  children  were 
grown.  After  his  children  were  married  he  made 
his  home  Avith  them  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he   was   in   his   sixty-iunth  year;  the  mother 
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survived  him,  and  lived  to  be  eighty-three  years  of 
age. 

*  Andrew  Nufer  is  the  eighth  in  a  family  of  twelve 
children.  When  his  parents  moved  to  the  farm  in 
Monroe  County,  our  subject  left  home,  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  and  hired  himself  out  for  three 
shillings  a  week,  and  at  this  work  and  compensa- 
tion he  remained  one  year,  after  which  he  secured 
employment  at  $6  per  month,  which  was  considered 
at  that  time  very  satisfactory  pay.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  butcher  business,  and  later  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  trade  he  followed  for 
two  years,  and  then  began  his  career  of  railroading, 
entering  the  service  of  the  Michigan  Southern  Road 
as  a  fireman,  and  in  due  time  was  promoted  to  the 
responsible  position  of  engineer.  After  serving  a 
considerable  time  on  this  road,  he  went  to  Long 
Island,  and  engaged  as  an  engineer  on  the  Long 
Island  Railroad,  and  ran  out  of  Brooklyn  for  two 
years.  He  then  returned  to  the  city  of  Adrian,  and 
with  little  difficulty  secured  employment  as  an  en- 
gineer on  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  af- 
ter the  consolidation  of  that  road  and  the  Lake 
Shore  remained  in  their  employ  until  1859. 

In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Nufer  quit  engineering, 
and  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  in  Adrian,  in 
which  he  continued  for  two  years,  and  then  sold 
out.  He  then  re-entered  the  service  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  after 
running  an  engine  for  several  years,  became  fore- 
man of  the  roundhouse  at  Adrian.  He  remained 
in  that  position  for  two  years,  and  then  resigned, 
and  re-entered  the  grocery  business,  on  Maumee 
street,  where  he  continued  for  four  years,  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  Leonard  Nufer.  During 
this  partnership  the  firm  purchased  an  eligible  va- 
cant  lot,  on  which  they  erected  a  building  designed 
for  a  packing- house ;  this  they  leased  to  parties  for 
that  purpose,  but  the  enterprise  was  a  failure.  Mr. 
Nufer  then  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  alone, 
which  he  successfully  conducted  for  five  years,  and 
then  disposed  of  his  property  and  good-will  to  his 
son  and  son-in-Jaw,  and  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. 

In  1853  Mr.  Nufer  was  married  to  Miss  Magda- 
lena  Rose,  of  Adrian,  formerly  of  Monroe  County, 
Mich,     She  is  the  daughter  of  Philip  and  Catherine 


Rose.  By  this  marriage  eight  children  were  born. 
They  are  recorded  as  follows:  Louisa;  Lenora, 
who  died  in  childhood;  George  A. ;  Lenora  (2d), 
who  married  Joseph  Michael;  Clara,  who  married 
Frank  Lehr;  Mary,  who  married  Benjamin  Lehr; 
John  F.,  and  Agada  Isabelle;  the  latter  resides  at 
home  with  her  parents. 

Political^,  Mr.  Nufer  is  a  Democrat,  and  as  such 
was  elected  Alderman  for  the  First  Ward  of  Adrian, 
and  served  one  term.  He  began  life  without 
an}^  means  whatever,  and  has  succeeded  well  in 
whatever  he  has  undertaken.  At  the  present  time 
he  is  the  owner  of  five  good  store  buildings,  be- 
sides a  number  of  excellent  dwelling-houses,  and 
the  income  from  these  properties  is  much  more  than 
sufficient  to  supply  himself  and  family  with  all  the 
comforts  and  very  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

\1l^  ON.  GUERNSEY  P.  WARING.  -  By  their 
fruits  ye  shall  know  them."  Mr.  W.  has  by 
this  test  become  well  and  favorably  known 
among  the  people  of  Lenawee  County.  He 
has  been  closely  associated  with  the  business  inter- 
ests of  the  township  of  Ridge  way  for  some  years, 
and  his  Avhole  life  has  been  spent  here,  he  hav- 
ing first  seen  the  light  on  the  farm  on  section  9, 
Aug.  31,  1852.  He  grew  up  under  the  training  of 
good  and  intelligent  parents,  and  from  his  mother 
partook  of  a  generous  amount  of  shrewdness,  tact 
and  ambition.  He  was  the  youngest  of  four  chil- 
dren, and  held  in  the  highest  esteem  the  good  name 
and  Christian  spirit  of  his  parents,  while  he  has 
adopted  the  principles  of  right  and  reason  inculcated 
in  him  by  them. 

Mr.  Waring  had  the  advantage  of  a  good  prac- 
tical education,  and  after  being  graduated  from 
the  High  School  at  Tecumseh,  he  began  to  turn  his 
attention  to  business.  In  1874,  he  succeeded  his 
brother  in  the  undertaking  business  he  had  estab- 
lished in  Ridge  way,  and  conducted  it  in  a  successful 
manner.  He  purchased  land  approximate  to  the 
village,  and  later,  to  add  to  the  general  interest  of 
the  place,  he  erected  a  good,  large  double  store, 
and  a  beautiful  brick  residence  upon  pleasant 
grounds.     He   has   aij   excellent   library    of   good 
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raiscellaneous  literature.     Mr.  W.  has  made  himself 
a  public-spirited  character,  and  in  the   fall  of  1880 
was  selected  by  the  Republicans  of  the   First   Dis-    \ 
trict  to  represent  this  county    iu   the   State  Legis-    | 
lature,  the  duties  of  which  office   he   i)erformed    to   I 
the  credit  of  himself  and  his  constituents.     He  is 
of   decided    Prohibition    principles,  and    was  soon    | 
placed  on  the  Committee  of  Liquor  Traffic,  in  which   I 
committee    he  was  a  prominent  figure.      By  his  in-    I 
vestigations  while  thus  engaged  in  his  duties  in  the 
State   Legislature,   he  became    more   and    more  an    \ 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  temperance,  and  the   \ 
suppression  of  the  whisky  traffic,  and   when  he   re-    ; 
turned  home  he  championed  the  cause  of  the  party, 
and  always  voted  with  it. 

September  16,  1877,  Mr.  Waring  was  married,  at 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Ridgeway, 
to  Miss  Augusta,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Richard  Cadmus,  who  Avas  a  pioneer  of  this  county,  a 
farmer  by  calling,  and  a  worthy  member  of  society. 
Mrs.  Augusta  Waring  was  born  Jan.  22,  1849,  in 
iVIacon  Township,  this  county,  and  was  reared  well, 
receiving  a  fair  common-school  education.  She 
died  at  her  home  in  this  township  in  1883,  aged 
thirty-five  years.  Mr.  Waring  was  married  a  second 
time,  in  Macon  Township,  to  Ella  Cadmus,  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife.  She  is  a  capable  and  intelligent 
lady  and  occupies  a  good  position  in  the  society 
of  the  township. 

It  will  afford  many  people  of  this  county  pleasure 
to  refer  to  the  parental  history  of  the  subject  of 
our  biography.  The  father,  Joshua  Waring,  was  a 
native  of  Newburg,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
born  April  3,  1803.  He  came  of  a  good  family, 
who  figured  in  tlie  early  history  of  the  great  milk 
and  butter  county  of  New  York  State.  eJoshua 
Waring  was  moderately  well  educated,  and  when  a 
young  man  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  chair  and 
cabinet  maker,  at  which  he  was  engaged  for  two 
years  after  his  marriage.  Li  1«34,  with  his  young 
bride,  and  her  brothers,  Daniel  and  William,  he  set 
out  for  Michigan  in  the  usual  way,  going  via  Canal 
and  Lakes.  Wlien  they  came  into  this  county  the 
country  was  quite  new,  and  Joshua  took  up  his  new 
home  in  the  woods  on  section  9,  the  property  now 
owned  by  Justus  Lowe  (see  slcetch  of  J.  Lowe.) 
After  he  had  settled    on    his  new    homestead   the 


senior  Mr.  Waring  erected  a  small  shop  in  which 
he  could  ply  his  vocation  as  cabinet-maker,  and 
thereby  furnish  the  early  settlers  with  such  articles  ^ 
of  furniture  as  were  needed  here  in  the  early  days 
of  settlement.  By  this  means  he  was  enabled  to 
have  his  heavily  timbered  farm  improved,  receiving 
labor  in  payment  for  his  furniture.  Later  he  de- 
voted his  entire  time  to  farming,  and  finally  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Ridgeway  in  1865,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
March  17,  1884. 

Mr.  Waring  was  devoted  to  the  interests   of  the 
people  in  general,  and  especially  to  the   church,  be- 
ing a  liberal  contributor  to  and  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     He  was  a  fine 
vocal  musician,  leading  in  devotional   singing,  and 
he  took  a  great  interest  in  jn-ayer-meetings;  his  life 
was  an  example    of    moral    rectitude.      While  yet 
living  in  Newburg,  Joshua  Waring,  in    1832,  w^as 
united  in  marriage  to  Ruth  A.,  daughter  of  Gilbert 
and  Ann  (Penney)  Lockwood,  whose  family  history 
on  both  sides  is  that  of    a  numerous,   enlightened 
and  successful  people  in  York  State  and  New  En- 
gland.    The  founding  of  the  Lockwood  family  be- 
gan with  the   Puritans  in   the    United  States,  and 
their  descendants  have  lived  to  do   honor  to  the 
name  and  ancestry  Avherever  they  are   found.     The 
Penney  family  came  direct  from  England  to  Orange 
County  some  four  generations  ago,  when  the  orig- 
inal founder  brought  with  him  a  family  of  twelve 
sons,  and  secured  a  tract  of  land  four  miles  square 
in  that  and  Ulster  County.  The  Penney  descendants 
are   numerous,  being  represented   in  many   States, 
and  are  worthy   citizens   wherever   found.     In  re- 
ligion they  were  closely  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  a  stone  residence   built 
in  1803  by  William   Penney,  the  maternal    grand- 
father of  Ruth   A.    Waring,   on    the   large  Penney 
estate  in  Orange   County,  was   used  as  a  place  of 
worship  by  the    Methodist  Episcopal    Church    for 
forty  years. 

Mrs.  Ruth  A.  Waring  grew  up  a  loving,  intel- 
ligent woman,  and  became  the  devoted  mother  of 
four  children,  recorded  as  follows:  Mary  A.  was 
born  in  1835,  was  married  to  Edgar  C.  Van  Vleet, 
and  died  in  Ridgeway,  Oct.  10,  1870;  Gilbert  L. 
was  born   Feb.  8,    1838,  took  for  his    wife   Clara, 
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daughter  of  George  Clark  (see  sketch),  and  present 
wife  of  Robert  Houseman,  and  died  May  7,  1874; 
Cornelius  L.  is  at  present  train  dispatcher  for  the 
Chicago  &  Western  Michigan  Raih'oad  Co.,  with 
headquarters  at  Holland,  Ottawa  County;  and 
Guernsey  P.,  our  subject. 

Joshua  Waring  obeyed  to  the  letter  the  injunc- 
tion of  the  poet: 

••  So  live  that  wlieii  thy  !<uininuijs  eoiiies  to  Join 
The  inouiiierabh^  caravuii  that  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death, 
Thou  g'o  not  like  the  quarry  slave  at  Jiight, 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon,  but,  sustained  and  sootlied 
By  an  unfalterino-  trust,  approach  thy  grave 
Like  one  that  >vraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 
The  mother  of  our  subject  is  now  living  with  him, 
and  is  seventy-two  years  of  age,  strong,  active  and 
intelligent.     Mr.    Waring    is    connected    with    the 
local    and     State    executive    committees    for    the 
suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and   is  popular  in 
Prohibition  circles  throughout  the  State. 
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EDWIN  A.  BAKER,  a  native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  first  came  to  the  West  in 
1855,  and  after  a  residence  of  eight  years  in 
Jackson  County,  this  State,  moved  to  Rome  Town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  lived  five  years  and 
then  returned  to  the  Empiie  State,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  1870.  Western  life,  however,  possessed 
an  irresistible  charm,  and  he  now  returned  to 
Southeastern  Michigan,  locating  on  a  snug  farm  in 
Dover  Township,  where  he  has  since  remained  and 
become  prominent  as  a  thorough  and  skillful  agri- 
culturist and  a  useful  member  of  the  community. 
His  property  includes  300  acres  of  land,  pleasantly 
located  on  sections  7  and  18,  Dover  Township, 
section  13,  Hudson,  and  section  21 ,  Rome  Township, 
all  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  supplied 
with  convenient  farm  buildings.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a  live  Prohibitionist,  and  keeps  himself 
well  posted  upon  the  various  interesting  questions 
of  the  day. 

Our  subject,  the  second   child    of    his    parents. 
Miles  and  Delinda  (Maltby)  Baker,   was  born  near 


i  the  town  of  Hopewell,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  12,  1828.  Miles 
Baker  was  also  a  native  of  Ontario  County,  while 
his  wife,  Delinda,  was  born  in  Vermont.  The  par- 
ents spent  the  balance  of  their  lives,  after  their 
marriage,  in  the  Empire  State.  The  household 
circle  was  completed  by  the  birth  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  five  of  whom  are  living,  two  res- 
idents of  Michigan  and  three  of  New  York.  Ed- 
win A.  continued  on  the  farm  until  twenty-two 
years  old,  in  the  meantime  receiving  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  Upon  leaving  home  he 
settled  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed 
farming  five  years  and  until  first  coming  to  the 
West.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  upon  his  first  visit  to 
the  Wolverine  State  was  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  one  child.  He  farmed  in  Jackson  County  for 
a  period  of  eight  years,  then  sold  out  and  settled 
upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Rome  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  remained  five  years,  then  returned  to 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  purchased  a  farm 
which  he  occupied  another  five  years,  and  thence 
returned  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

Mr-  Baker  was  first  married  in  his  native  county 
of  Ontario,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Diantha  Ackles,  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  who  died  after  becoming 
the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Emma  D., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Christopher  Hutchins,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Hudson  Township.  Mrs.  B. 
came  to  the  West  with  her  husband,  passing  away 
at  their  home  in  Jackson  County  in  the  fall  of 
1855.  The  second  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Jackson  County,  was  formerly 
Miss  Ursula  Ackles,  a  sister  of  the  first,  and  also  a 
native  of  Ontario  Coimty,  N.  Y.  This  utiion  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Alice 
L.,  Etta  E.  and  Charles.  Alice  is  the  wife  of 
William  Vivian,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa;  Etta  and  Charles  are  at  home.  Mrs. 
Ursula  Baker  departed  this  life  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y. 

The  third  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss 
Ella  Capron,  was  a  native  of  this  county,  and  the 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Sarah  (Youngs)  Capron, 
of  Seneca  Township.  She  was  born  Nov.  3,  1848, 
and    by    hej*    union   with    our  subject  became   the 
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mother  of  two  children— Musa  P.  and  Edwin  A. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania respectively,  and  the  mother  died  in 
Seneca  Township.  Mr.  Capron  is  still  living,  and 
a  resident  of  the  latter-named  township.  Mrs.  Ella 
Baker  passed  to  her  eternal  rest  on  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1888. 
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OHN  HURLBUT,  manufacturer  of  carriages, 
buggies  and  other  road  vehicles,  has,  since 
1857,  been  identified  with  the  industrial  in- 
terests of  Adrian,  at  which  time  he  was  wel- 
comed to  the  community  as  a  valuable  accession  to 
its  members.  Like  many  of  the  representative  men 
of  this  section,  he  came  from  the  Empire  State, 
where  his  birth  took  place  in  Wayne  County,  March 
2,   1832. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Post)  Hurlbut,  the  former  born  in  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  in  1799.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Long- 
Island,  and  after  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Pal- 
myra, where  the  father  followed  carpentering  and 
farming  jointly  for  a  time,  after  which  lie  gave  his 
attention  principally  to  his  trade  until  he  finally  re- 
turned to  farm  pursuits,  which  he  followed  until 
resting  from  his  earthly  labors.  The  parents  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Palmyra,  and  died 
after  reaching  a  good  old  age.  They  were  people 
who  possessed  the  best  elements  of  which  an  intel- 
ligent community  is  composed,  and  the  parental 
household  included  nine  children,  of  whom  six  lived 
to  mature  years,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  who 
married  and  reared  families  of  their  own,  and  of 
whom  four  are  now  living. 

John  Hurlbut  was  the  third  son  and  child  of  his 
parents,  with  whom  he  remained  until  a  youth  of 
seventeen,  pursuing  his  first  studies  in  the  district 
school,  and  completing  them  in  the  Union  School  at 
Palmyra,  N.  Y.  Upon  leaving  home  he  went  to  the 
town  of  Yates,  Orleans  County,  and  entered  upon 
an  apprenticeship  at  carriage-making,  at  which  he 
served  three  years.  He  subsequently,  however, 
took  up  other  employments  until  1857,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year  started  for  the  West.     Upon 


coming  to  this  county  the  young  town  of  Adrian 
attracted  his  attention  as  a  locality  probably  suHed 
to  his  requirements,  and  he  at  once  proceeded  to 
establish  himself  here.  A  few  days  later  found  him 
in  possession  of  a  small  shop,  where  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  carriages  and  buggies,  and  at  the 
same  time  associated  with  him  his  brother  Silas, 
which  partnership  continued  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
years.  During  this  time  the  firm  had  built  up  a 
large  and  thriving  business,  and  the  brothers,  never 
afraid  of  work,  had  put  their  shoulder  to  the  wheel, 
lal)oring  early  and  late,  sometimes  working  fourteen 
hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  They  found  a  ready 
sale  for  their  vehicles,  which  were  put  together  and 
finished  after  the  most  approved  methods.  Since 
the  retirement  of  his  brother  in  1871,  Mr.  Hurlbut 
has  carried  on  the  business  alone,  and  is  located  on 
the  northeast  corner  of  Front  and  Main  streets,  the 
ground  of  which  he  purchased  in  1860,  but  which 
he  had  occupied  two  years  previously. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  was  married  in  New  York,  to  Miss 
Cyrene  Hubbard,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that 
State,  where  she  was  born  in  Orleans  County  in 
1837.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  only: 
Willis  N.,  who  was  born  in  December,  1864,  and  is 
now  the  able  assistant  of  his  father ;  and  John  T.,  who 
was  born  in  December,  1872,  and  is  pursuing  his 
studies  at  Adrian.  Mr.  Hurlbut  was  a  second  time 
married,  in  1873,  to  Mrs.  Charlotte  (Selleck) 
Knapp,  widow  of  Hiram  Knapp. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  is  a  man  of  decided  views,  and  many 
years  ago  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  the  principles  of  wiiich  he  still  continues  to 
uphold.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Adrian  Lodge 
No.  19. 


^^EOROE  G.  NIEDHAMMER,  engineer  at  the 
((( cr?  Take  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
<^^  shops  at  Adrian,  is  filling  a  most  resi)onsible 
position  in  a  highly  praiseworthy  manner.  He  was 
born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1810,  and  is  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Barbara 
Niedhammer,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1828. 
George  G.,  however,  had  preceded  his  parents  to  the 
country    which  held  out  better   inducements  than 
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his  own  land  to  the  industrious  and  enterprising 
youth  who  cherished  the  worldly  ambition  of  mak- 
ing for  himself  a  name  and  a  station  in  life  of  which 
his  descendants  might  be  proud.  The  parents 
joined  their  son  in  Flarrisburg,  Pa.,  where  the 
father  died  a  few  years  later.  The  mother  subse- 
quently came  to  this  county  by  the  advice  of  her 
son,  he  having  located  here  previously,  and  spent 
her  last  years  in  Blissfield,  where  her  death  took 
place  about  1848. 

Our  subject  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  a  family 
of  six  children,  and  in  common  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters  received  a  thorough  education  at  the 
common  schools.  He  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age 
w^hen  he  set  out  by  himself  for  the  United  States, 
boarding  a  sailing-vessel  at  the  port  of  Holland  and 
landing  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  eight  weeks  later. 
From  there  he  made  his  way  to  Harris  burg,  Pa., 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  at  the 
baker's  trade.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
returned  to  Baltimore,  working  there  as  a  journey- 
man until  the  fall  of  1836,  when  he  started  for  the 
West.  His  first  w^ork  here  was  on  a  projected  rail- 
road from  Palmyra  to  Kalamazoo,  which  was  subse- 
quently abandoned  for  a  time,  and  upon  its  com- 
pletion became  familiarly  known  as  the  Jackson 
Branch  of  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  He  re- 
mained the  employe  of  the  compan}^  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  in  the  meantime  keeping  his  eyes 
open  to  what  was  going  on  around  him.  Besides 
acquainting  himself  wnth  the  proper  construction  of 
the  roadbed  and  the  laying  of  the  rails,  he  also 
closely  watched  the  machinery  which  propelled  the 
engine,  and  in  1855,  after  some  experience  in  this 
line,  was  given  the  position  of  stationary  engineer 
in  the  shops  of  the  Lake  Shore  <k  Michigan  South- 
ern Railroad.  In  this  capacity  he  has  served  over 
thirty  years,  being  on  the  pay  roll  continuously 
during  that  time.  His  long  continued  service  with 
one  company  is  sufficient  recommendation  of  his 
ability  and  his  integrity  of  character.  He  probably 
has  no  better  friends  in  the  world  than  the  members 
oJ  that  great  corporation  for  which  he  did  such 
faithful  service  so  many  years. 

Mr.  Niedhammer  was  first  married  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  to  Miss  Caroline  Manheart,  who 
died  four  years  later,  leaving  two  children,  Barbara 


and  Caroline,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  deceased. 
The  second  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1858,  in  Adrian,  was  Mrs.  Caroline 
Briggs,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren— George,  Fanny  J.,  Mary  A.  and  Charles  W. 
They  occupy  a  snug  home  on  the  corner  of  Erie 
and  McVicker  streets,  and  besides  his  residence 
property  Mr.  Niedhammer  ow^ns  five  lots  elsewhere 
in  the  city  while  he  also  has  a  comfortable  bank  ac- 
count. He  is  now  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  but 
still  hale  and  hearty,  the  result  of  good  habits,  by 
which  he  has  kept  his  mind  and  conscience  free, 
and  bids  fair  to  spend  many  more  years  among  the 
people  who  have  known  him  so  long  and  well,  and 
who  value  him  according  to  his  true  worth. 

llp^REDERICK  W.  SAMSEN,  editor  and  pro- 
I— i^  prietor  of  the  Blissfield  Advance^  was  born 
[ks  in  the  city  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1855.  His  father,  Henry  II.  Samsen,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  his  grandfather,  Lewis  Sam- 
sen,  was  also  a  native  of  that  country,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  married  and  lived  until  1825, 
when  he  brought  his  family  to  America  and  settled 
near  Toledo,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  timber 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Maumee  River,  twelve 
miles  distant  from  the  court-house.  He  cleared  a 
farm  and  lived  there  a  number  of  years,  but  spent 
the  last  years  of  his  life  with  Mr.  Samsen's  father  in 
Toledo,  where  he  died  in  January,  1877,  a  number 
of  years  after  the  decease  of  his  wife. 

There  were  born  to  Lewis  Samsen  and  wife  six 
children,  of  whom  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  eldest:  John  lives  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio;  William  died  in  Toledo;  Lewis  lives  in 
Toledo;  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Schepler,  lives  in 
Wood  County,  Ohio,  as  also  does  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
Fred  Schultz.  Henry  H.  Samsen  was  about  four- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  America,  where  he  assisted  his  father  in  clearing 
and  managing  his  farm  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age,  at  which  time  he  went  to  Toledo  and  began 
learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  After 
doing  journeyman  work  for  a  few  years  he  became 
u  contractor  and  builder,   in   which  he  engaged  in 
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Toledo  until  1881,  putting  up  some  of  the  largest 
buildings  in  the  city,  when  he  removed  to  Denver, 
Col.,  where  he  now^  resides.  In  the  city  of  Toledo 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Balzmier,  also  born  in 
Germany;  they  are  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
recorded  as  follows:  Henry  lives  in  Denver:  Fred- 
erick W.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Louisa  Bitter 
also  lives  in  Denver ;  John,  in  Pueblo,  Col. ;  Amelia, 
near  Denver,  and  Lewis  and  Eddie,  with  their  par- 
ents. 

Frederick  W.  Samsen  received  a  common-school 
education  in  Toledo,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
entered  the  oflice  of  the  Toledo  Commercial,  where 
he  began  to  learn  the  art  preservative  of  all  arts. 
He  remained  in  the  Commercial  office  but  two 
months,  and  then  went  to  the  office  of  the  Toledo 
Blade^  where  he  remained  under  instruction  for 
over  two  years.  In  1  873  he  went  to  Adrian,  where 
he  had  charge  of  the  Journal,  then  in  March,  1874, 
he  came  to  Blissfield,  and  with  C.  T.  Hainblin, 
started  the  Blisslield  Advance.  This  firm  existed 
until  July,  1880,  when  Mr.  Samsen  bought  Mr. 
Hamblin's  interest  and  has  conducted  the  paper 
alone  since  that  time.  The  Advance  is  independent 
in  all  things  and  a  strong  advocate  of  whatever  is 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  regardless  of 
politics.  It  is  not  only  established  on  a  firm  finan- 
cial basis,  but  also  in  the  affections  and  good-will  of 
the  people.  Mr.  Samsen  has  displayed  much  ability 
in  its  conduct  during  the  fourteen  years  of  its  ex- 
istence, and  has  deservedly  met  with  success. 

In  1876  Mr.  Samsen  was  married  to  Sophie 
Parker,  who  was  born  near  Bryan,  Ohio,  Sept.  4, 
1855,  and  they  have  two  children:  Lawrence  B., 
who  was  born  Sept.  3,  1878,  and  Ralph  G.,  July  16, 
1880.  Mr.  Samsen  belongs  to  Blissfield  Lodge  No. 
1 14,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Blissfield  Chapter  No.  101,  and 
is  a  member  in  good  standing. 


GEORGE  FERGUSON.  One  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  valuable  farms  on  the  eastern 
__^  line  of  Lenawee  County  is  located  on  the 
bank  of  the  River  Raisin  about  one  mile  above  the 
town  of  Deerfield,  and  remains  an  almost  imperish- 
able monument  of  the  industry  of  him  whose  name 


stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  was  a  native 
of  Perthshire,  Scotland,  and  was  born  Sept.  16, 
1786.  He  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead 
which  he  had  built  up  in  Deerfield  Township  on 
the  4th  of  January,  1867. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  the  son  of  John 
Ferguson,  also  of  Scotch  birth  and  ancestry,  who 
left  the  ^4and  of  the  thistle"  in  1788,  and  emigrat- 
ing to  America  located  near  the  embryo  town  of 
Jackson,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  during  its  pioneer 
days.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land,  cleared 
a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  His  son  George  was  little  past 
infancy  when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the 
Inited  States.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
AVashington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  assisted  his  father 
on  the  farm,  remaining  in  the  Empire  State  until 
after  he  had  been  married  and  had  become  the 
father  of  seven  children. 

In  the  early  summer  of  1833,  George  Ferguson 
determined  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of 
INIichigan  Territory.  Disposing  of  his  interests  in 
New  York  State  he  started  for  this  county  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  traveling  via  the  Erie  Canal 
to  Buffalo  and  thence  by  lake  to  the  present  site  of 
Toledo,  where  there  was  then  but  a  solitary  house. 
There  Mr.  Ferguson  engaged  a  man  with  a  team  to 
bring  him  and  his  possessions  to  Lenawee  County, 
and  the  teamster  compelled  the  children  to  walk  the 
greater  part  of  the  way.  Mr.  Ferguson  with  his 
little  family  first  stopped  in  Kedzie's  Grove,  mov- 
ing into  a  log  house  with  another  family,  and  while 
residing  there  purchased  the  land  which  he  in  due 
time  transformed  into  the  homestead  where  he 
si)ent  his  last  years.  Upon  this  there  vvas  also  a 
log  house  which  the  family  occupied  several  years, 
the  father  in  the  meantime  raising  it  and  putting  a 
stor}^  underneath. 

When  Mr.  Ferguson  came  to  this  section  of  coun- 
try deer,  w^olves,  bears  and  wild  turkeys  were 
plentiful,  together  with  other  game,  especially  coons, 
which  were  very  destructive  to  the  corn  crop.  He 
lived  to  see  the  country  around  him  developed  from 
a  wild  waste  into  valuable  farms  and  beautiful 
homesteads,  and  contributed  in  no  small  degree  in 
encouraging  the  immigration  of  an  intelligent  and 
thrifty  class  of  people.     Accompanying  him  in  his 
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first  journey  here  were  the  two  daughters,  Jane 
and  Nancy,  who  still  occupy  the  old  farm,  and 
cherish  the  memory  of  their  parents  with  that  filial 
devotion  which  is  their  due  as  those  who  lived 
godly  lives  and  set  an  example  to  those  about 
them  full  worthy  of  imitation.  This  has  been  their 
home  for  a  period  of  fifty-four  years,  and  very  few 
of  the  settlers  who  were  here  when  they  came  are 
left  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  early  struggles  and 
hardships.  The  farm  includes  100  acres  which,  is 
nearly  all  under  a  state  of  cultivation  and  furnished 
with  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings. 

George  Ferguson,  in  early  manhood,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  a  most  estimable  young  lady,  Miss 
Eleanor  Gillespie,  who  was  a  native  of  Argyle, 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  aud  the  daughter  of  Cor- 
nelius and  Mary  (Thompson)  Gillespie.  She  did 
not  live  to  be  aged,  jier  death  taking  place  at  the 
homestead  in  Deerfield  Township,  March  16,  1842, 
when  she  was  about  sixty  years  old. 
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rf]^_^ON.  GEORGE  L.  CRANE,  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Michigan  Legislature  and  for 
years  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Lenawee 
ij^^  County,  came  to  Michigan  Territory  with 
his  parents  in  the  summer  of  1833.  His  father,  also 
George  Crane,  purcliased  400  acres  of  land  in  Pal- 
myra Township,  and  afterward  took  up  more  land 
from  the  Government  until  he  became  the  owner 
of  2,500  acres.  During  the  first  year  he  put  up  a 
small  frame  house,  the  first  erected  in  Palmj^-a 
Township,  and  two  years  later  built  the  first  brick 
residence  in  the  township,  manufacturing  the  brick 
on  his  own  farm. 

George  Crane,  8r.,  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Lenawee  County,  being  a 
stockholder  and  director  in  the  first  railroad  going 
through  it,  and  was  foremost  in  all  the  other  enter- 
prises calculated  to  attract  a  good  class  of  people 
to  this  section  of  country.  No  man  was  more 
warmly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  religious 
and  educational  institutions,  while  he  was  honest, 
pure  and  unselfish  in  all  his  dealings,  and  carried 
with  him  the  confidcMice  and  esteem  of  all  classes  of 
people.       Religiously,    he    lived    as    he    had    been 


reared,  in  the  simple  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  illustrated  in  his  life  the  reliable  traits  of  his 
substantial  English  ancestry.  After  building  up  a 
record  upon  which  his  children  always  reflect  with 
j)ride,  he  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Painty ni, 
April  17,  1856. 
j  The  mother  of  Hon.  George  L.  Crane  was  in  her 
:  girlhood  Miss  Charity,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
I  Elizabeth  Lincoln,  and  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass., 
I  on  the  7th  of  August,  1782.  Her  mother  was  Miss 
I  Elizabeth  White,  a  direct  descendant  of  Peregrine 
!  White,  the  first  white  child  born  in  New  England. 
:  ^Irs.  Crane  became  the  mother  of  seven  childj-en, 
I  and  died  at  her  home  in  Palmyra  Townshij),  Sept. 
I  22,  1863.  George  L.,  who  was  born  Nov.  20, 1810, 
I  was  the  fourth  child  and  eldest  son.  He  remained 
I  under  the  home  roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
I  receiving  a  liberal  education,  and  learning  survey- 
!  ing  of  his  father,  while  becoming  familiar  with  farm 
I  pursuits.  He  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  when 
s  he  came  with  the  family  to  this  county,  and  in 
I  1835  started  out  for  himself,  locating  on  a  tract  of 
!  land  in  Madison  Township.  Of  this  he  1ms  since 
I  been  in  possession,  clearing  200  acres  and  putting 
I  up  a  good  frame  house  with  barns,  sheds,  etc.,  and 
!    planting  an  orchard  of  choice  fruit  trees. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Crane  followed  surveying, 
I  using  his  father's  compass  and  outfit,  while  he  in- 
1  vested  his  surplus  capital  in  real  estate,  and  at  one 
time  was  the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  land.  The 
greater  part  of  this  he  subsequently  sold,  having 
now  about  286  acres.  Li  1842  he  was  elected  Su- 
pervisor of  Madison  Township,  serving  three  terms, 
aud  was  several  times  elected  Count}^  Surveyor, 
but  never  qualified.  He  filled  nearly  all  the  offices 
in  his  township,  but  resigned  several,  preferring  to 
give  his  attention  to  his  own  extensive  business  in- 
terests. He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  anti-slavery 
men  of  the  count  y,  always  an  active  defender  of 
t!ie  oppressed,  and  to  this  day  reverts  to  his  work 
in  this  direction  with  a  feeling  of  |)ride  and  satis- 
faction. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1835,  the  marriage  of 
(ieorge  L.  Crane  and  Miss  Leah  Ramsdell  was  cel- 
ebrated at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Perrinton, 
Aloni'oe  Co.,  N.  V.  Mrs.  Crane  is  the  seventh 
daughter  of  (rideon  and  Hannah  Ramsdell,  and  was 
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born  ill  Fenintoii,  April  27,  1815.  Her  father,  a 
native  of  Cnmmington,  Mass.,  and  of  Scotch  par- 
entage, was  born  Jan.  30,  1780,  and  removed  to 
New  York  State  when  twenty  years  of  age;  he  died 
at  Perrinton  in  18G0.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  Mis. 
Crane,  was  born  in  North  Adams,  Mass.,  Nov.  11, 
1783,  and  was  the  danghter  of  Jeremiah  and  Rachel 
Smith,  of  English  and  Scotch  extraction. 

The  two  children  of  George  L.  Crane  and  wife 
are  Lncy  R.  and  Calvin  H.  The  former  was  born 
Sept.  24,  1837,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  John  F. 
Jones,  of  Adrian;  Calvin  H.  was  born  May  20, 
1842,  and  is  nnmbered  among  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  of  Madison  Township.  A  biography  of 
him  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this  Album. 


RUEN  E.  PEEBLES,  a  member  of  the  farm- 
'^    ing  community  of    Madison    Township,    is 


i 


I!  also  proprietor  of  the  Fairfield  Cheese  Fac- 
^^^^'  tory,  which  forms  one  of  the  important  in- 
dustries of  that  section,  and  which  was  established 
in  the  spring  of  1 882.  This  factory  turns  out  about 
150,000  pounds  annually,  which  find  a  ready  sale 
both  in  this  vicinity  and  adjacent  points  east  and 
west.  The  farm  property  of  Mr.  P.  is  located  on 
section  34,  and  includes  eighty  acres  of  fertile  land, 
which  has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  buildings  will  bear  fair  comparison  with 
those  appertaining  to  the  comfortable  homesteads 
around  it,  and  Mr.  Peebles,  as  a  business  man  and  a 
citizen,  is  justly  held  in  respect,  both  on  account  of 
his  personal  w^orth  and  his  public  spirit. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  in  Rome  Township,  Dec.  16,  1840.  He 
has  had  a  thorough  experience  in  farm  pursuits, 
from  his  boyhood  having  been  employed  largely  in 
plowing,  sowing  and  reaping,  to  which  he  always 
'  took  kindly,  having  a  natural  love  for  rural  life  and 
its  employments.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  reaching  his  twenty-sixth  year,  in  the 
meantime,  in  addition  to  farming,  having  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  became  very  pro- 
ficient, and  displayed  more  than  ordinary  talent  as 
a  mechanic.  Upon  leaving  home,  he  repaired  to 
Hillsdale  County,  where  he  became  interested  in  the 


manufacture  of  cheese,  and  resided  five  years.  He 
afterward  cairied  on  cheese-making  for  R.Baker,  of 
Fairfield,  with  whom  he  remained  until  setting  up 
in  business  for  himself. 

While  a  resident  of  Reading,  Hillsdale  County, 
Mr.  Peebles  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  3,  1869, 
with  Miss  Emma  E.  Worden,  the  wedding  taking 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Ogden  Township. 
Mrs.  Peebles  is  the  daughter  of  W.  H.  and  Naomi 
(Merrill)  Worden,  who  have  been  residents  of  Fair- 
field Township  for  the  last  eleven  years.  She  w^as 
born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  March  6,  1851,  and  is 
now  the  mother  of  three  children— Bessie  E.,  Mabel 
A.  and  Maude  A.  Mr.  Peebles  confines  his  atten- 
tion mostly  to  his  farm  and  factory,  having  little 
to  do  with  political  matters,  but  takes  an  interest  in 
the  success  of  Republican  principles,  in  support  of 
which  he  casts  his  vote  at  the  general  election.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Fairfield  Lodge  No.  125. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  B.  and  Lydia 
(Bid well)  Peebles,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Barry  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Massachusetts.  After 
marriage  they  settled  first  in  Barry  County,  and 
thence  removed  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  whence  a 
few  years  later  they  migrated  to  Michigan,  locating 
in  Rome  Township,  this  county,  about  1834.  Here 
the  elder  Peebles  carried  on  farming  a  number  of 
years,  after  which  he  became  a  resident  of  Ogden 
Township,  where  he  lived  nearly  forty  years.  Late 
in  life  he  left  the  old  homestead  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  Adrian  Township,  where  his  death  took 
place  Oct.  16,  1886,  vvhile  the  mother  died  a  month 
later,  November  15;  they  were  aged  respectively 
eighty -three  and  eighty-two.  The  ten  children  of 
the  parental  household  w^ere  named  William,  Maria, 
Louisa,  Lepha,  AYallace,  Bruen  E.,  Rachel,  John, 
Henry  and  Oscar.  Nine  of  these  are  living  and 
mostly  residents  of  Michigan. 


"  RVIN  J.    WHELAN,  Jr.,  one  of  the  very 

E  successful  farmers  and  raisers  of  stock,  in- 
cluding 'good  grades  of  sheep,  cattle  and 
swine,  has  a  beautiful  house  on  section  15,  on  part 
of  his  farm  of  204  acres    on   sections   15   and   10. 
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Most  of  this  large  farm,  which  is  part  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Franklin  Township,  secnred  by  the 
father  in  the  spring  of  1832,  and  located  on  the 
following  year,  is   under  the  plow. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  Feb.  18,  1840  (for  parental  his- 
tory see  sketch  of  John  and  Freelove  Whelan  in 
biography  of  Edward  Wlsner).  and  is  the  youngest 
but  one  now  living  of  a  family  of  five.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  practical  education,  and  was  united 
in  marriage  in  Coldwater,  Mich.,  Nov.  11,  1867, 
with  Miss  Laura  Billington,  who  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin Township,  April  11,  1848.  Mrs.  Whelan  is  the 
daughter  of  Wilson  and  Julia  (Whelan)  Billington, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Michigan 
when  young  people,  and  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Franklin  Township,  this  county,  where  they  settled 
on  a  farm,  which  became  their  home,  except  an  in- 
terval of  five  or  six  years,  for  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  The  father  died  May  18,  1874,  aged 
about  sixty-eight  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. Mrs.  Billington  is  now  living  in  Tipton, 
this  township,  aged  sixty- four  years. 

Mrs.  Whelan  of  this  notice,  was  reared  by  her 
parents,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children — Alton, 
Alma  and  Hoyt.  Mr.  Whelan  is  independent  in 
politics. 
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R.  J.  D.  TRIPP.  This  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Franklin  Township  occupies  a 
snug  home  on  section  34,  consisting  of  a 
few  acres  of  choice  land,  a  neat  and  mod- 
ern dwelling,  and  the  out-buildings  required  for  the 
shelter  of  the  horses  required  in  his  business,  and 
the  high-bred  animals  which  furnish  the  milk  for 
the  consumption  of  the  household.  The  more  than 
ordinaril}^  interesting  family  history  of  our  subject 
is  essentially  as  follows: 

Dr.  Tripp  was  born  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, in  Bristol,  England,  Nov.  28,  1825,  and^  is 
the  second  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Tripp,  a  native  of 
the  same  city  and  of  pure  English  ancestry.  Henry 
Tripp  when  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  went  aboard  a 
man-of-war  as  a  sailor,  and  during  the  period  of  his 
seven  years  of  sea  life,  crossed  the  Atlantic   nine- 


teen times.  His  vessel  was  commanded  by  Com- 
modore Decatur,  with  whom  he  sailed  to  Tripoli, 
and  after  his  return  from  this  voj'age  he  refused  to 
make  another  and  thus  escaped  being  blown  up  with 
the  vessel,  which  was  soon  afterward  destroyed. 
Upon  resuming  the  life  of  a  landsman  he  repaired 
to  his  native  city,  and  there  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Stoneham,  an  English  lady  of  good  birth,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  religious  matters.  His  zeal 
and  piety  served  to  make  him  a  highly  valued 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  possessing  much 
natural  talent  as  a  speaker  and  writer,  he  was  or- 
dained as  a  minister,  and  sent  by  the  church  at 
Bristol  to  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  as  a  missionary, 
where  he  served  eight  years.  This  was  his  initial 
work  in  the  ministry,  and  volunteering  his  services 
at  a  time  when  the  church  experienced  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  men  courageous  enough  to  deal 
with  the  natives,  who  at  that  time  were  closely 
allied  to  savages,  he  labored  carefully  and  conscien- 
tiously. 

Mrs  Elizabeth  Tripp  accompanied  her  husband 
to  Jamaica,  and  died  there  of  yellow  fever.  Henry 
Tripp  subsequently  returned  to  England  and  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  in  his  native  city  of  Bris- 
tol, with  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  she  became 
the  mother  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Tripp  now  re- 
mained on  his  native  soil  until  after  the  birth  of  three 
children,  and  in  June,  1831,  sailed  with  his  family 
for  the  United  States.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind 
that  Michigan  at  that  time  was  a  Territory  in  its 
undeveloped  state,  but  notwithstanding  this.  Rev. 
Henry  Tripp  npon  his  arrival  in  New  York  City 
proceeded  directly  westward  and  pitched  his  tent 
in  the  unbroken  wilds  of  v^hat  was  subsequently 
Cambridge  Township,  this  county.  He  selected  his 
location  near  the  body  of  water  which  is  now 
familiarly  known  as  Sand  Lake,  taking  up  a  tract  of 
Government  land  and  improving  a  farm  of  160 
acres.  Mr.  Tripp  was  present  at  the  meeting  called 
to  organize  Franklin  Township,  adjoining  Cam- 
bridge, and  he  it  was  who  suggested  its  present 
name,  after  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  this  name  was 
given  in  accordance  with  his  request. 

The  father  of  our  subject  subsequently  removed 
from  Cambridge  to  Franklin  Township,  where  he 
spent  his  declining  years  and  where  his  death  took 
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place  July  19,  1863,  after  he  had  summed  up  his 
fourscore  years.  He  did  not  lay  aside  his  pious 
zeal  upon  coming  to  this  new  country,  but  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Franklin  Township.  He  cher- 
ished strong  convictions  upon  the  question  of 
American  slavery,  to  which  he  was  bitterly  opposed, 
and  cast  the  first  Abolition  vote  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship. Upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  became  one  of  its  most  earnest  supporters, 
and  kept  himself  well  posted  upon  State  and  Na- 
tional affairs  until  the  day  of  his  death.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  preceded  her  husband  to  the 
silent  land  a  few  years,  her  death  taking  place  Aug. 
1,  1859,  when  she  was  sixty-five  years  old.  She 
was  a  lady  possessing  all  the  womanly  virtues,  and 
was  a  most  suitable  companion  and  helpmeet  for 
her  husband. 

Dr.  Tripp  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  under 
the  parental  roof  and  was  a  little  lad  five  years  of 
age  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  One  of  the  most  important  events  during 
his  early  manhood  was  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Beebe,  which  took  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Franklin  Township.  Mrs.  Tripp  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  whence  she  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  her  parents  when  a  child.  Of  this  union 
there  was  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Hattie  L., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Allen  Buck  and  a  resident 
of  Otsego,  this  State.  Mrs.  Lucretia  Tripp  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Franklin  Township,  Feb. 
15,   1850. 

Dr.  Tripp  soon  after  his  first  marriage  began  study- 
ing medicine,  to  the  practice  of  which  he  seemed 
naturally  adapted,  and  soon  took  up  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  a  physician.  He  completed 
his  studies  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Michi- 
gan University,  and  by  a  thorough  course  of  reading 
keeps  himself  well  informed  upon  the  important 
matters  pertaining  to  his  profession.  He  was  mar- 
ried the  second  time,  in  Medina  Township,  Aug.  17, 
1851,  to  Miss  Lois  Mann,  who  was  born  in  New- 
York  State  and  in  early  childhood  came  to  this 
State  with  her  parents.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Lois 
Tripp  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  those  surviving  are,  Elbert  W.   and   George 


J.,  married,  and  Lotta,  Willis  J.,  Alma  and  Nellie,  at 
home  with  their  parents.  The  Doctor  has  inherited 
largely  the  high  morality  and  sense  of  justice  which 
characterized  in  so  marked  a  degree  his  honored 
father,  and  politically  is  a  solid  Republican.  In  his 
practice  he  has  been  faithful  and  conscientious,  and 
has  all  the  business  to  which  he  can  conveniently 
attend.  As  a  citizen  he  is  rated  among  the  leading 
men  of  Franklin  Township. 

LBERT  WHITE  for  twenty  years  was  en- 
WflM.  gaged  in  the  milling  business  in  this  county, 
but  upon  relinquishing  it  on  account  of  ill- 
(gv/y  health,   and   after  a   brief   experience  with 

other  pursuits,  finally  settled  down  upon  a  farm  on 
section  12,  in  Madison  Township,  where  he  has  re- 
sided since  the  winter  of  1885.  He  owns  a  snug 
homestead  of  sixty-six  acres  with  good  improve- 
ments, and  which  on  all  sides  displays  the  hand  of 
thrift  and  industry. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Charles  White,  one  of 
the  earliest  pioneers  of  this  county,  who  came  to 
this  section  before  his  marriage.  He  was  a  native 
of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  born  near  Cayuga 
Lake,  while  the  mother  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Wheeler,  who  at  an  earlj^  day  had 
located  upon  a  200-acre  tract  of  land  which  now 
constitutes  a  part  of  the  site  of  the  city  of  Adrian. 

Charles  White  and  Miss  Emeline  Wheeler  com- 
menced life  upon  a  small  farm  in  Hillsdale  County, 
but  finaKy  located  near  Cutler's  Corners,  where  the 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1848.  The  mother 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  daughter 
at  Minneapolis,  and  has  now  reached  th«  seventy- 
fifth  year  of  her  age.  'l^he  six  children  of  the  pa- 
rental household  were  named  respectively :  George, 
Albert,  tJames,  Anna,  Mortain  and  William  M.  Al- 
bert, our  subject,  was  the  second  born,  and  began 
life  in  Hillsdale  County,  June  14,  1839. 

Albert  White  remained  on  the  home  farm  princi- 
pally until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then  set  out  for 
himself  by  beginning  an  apprenticeship  at  the  mil- 
ler's trade.  After  becoming  master  of  this  he  was 
employed  by  the  firm  of  W.  H.  Stone  <fe  Co.,  of 
Adrian,   with   whom  he   remained  for  a  period  of 
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fourteen  3'ears,  a  good  recommendation  to  both  em- 
ployer and  employe. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Ann  8.  Ilenion,  and  they  united  their  lives  and  fort- 
unes on  the  1st  of  January,  1862.  Mrs.  White  is 
the  daughter  of  Abraham  A.  and  Polly  (Walworth) 
Ilenion,  natives  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  whence 
they  removed  to  Wayne  County,  Mich.  They  re- 
mained there,  however,  but  a  comparatively  short 
time,  and  then  returned  to  the  Empire  State,  but 
in  1843  they  resolved  to  once  more  seek  the  West, 
and  finally  settled  in  Rome  Township,  this  county. 
The  death  of  the  mother  took  place  in  the  town  of 
Morenci,  in  1855.  The  father  surviving  spent 
his  last  days  in  Dover  Township,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1864.  Their  family  included  eight 
children,  who  were  named  respectively:  eJohn 
Peter,  Dudley,  Anna  S.,  Julia,  Mary  J.,  Millard  and 
Frederick.  Mrs.  White  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  22,  1840,  and  was  three  years  of  age  when 
she  came  to  this  county  with  her  parents.  She 
remained  under  the  home  roof,  becoming  familiar 
with  all  needful  household  duties  and  eminently 
fitted  for  her  future  career  as  a  wife  and  mother. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
two  children — Herbert  O.  and  Emma.  Mrs.  White 
has  been  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  since 
1853,  and  our  subject,  politically,  is  a  Republican 
of  the  first  water. 
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SCAR  ABBOTT  is  a  citizen  of  Dover  Town- 
ent  in  public  affairs,  and  one  who 
presents  the  agricultural  interests  of 
this  community.  He  is  the  son  of  Ezra  and  p]mily 
(Tuttle)  Abbott,  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
who  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  town- 
ship, leaving  their  home  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
and  coming  to  this  State  in  October,  1835,  settling 
in  Dover  Township,  on  section  26.  Here  they 
lived  many  years,  actively  assisting  in  the  devel- 
opment  of  the  township.  In  the  fall  of  1860  they 
removed  to  Adrian,  but  Mr.  Abbott  did  not  long 
survive  his  change  of  residence,  dying  in  January, 
1861.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason.  His  widow  is 
still   living.      Nine   children    were    born    of   their 


union,  the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Nancy  is 
the  wife  of  H.  D.  Foster,  of  Clayton,  this  county ; 
Aaron  also  lives  in  Clayton;  George  died  in  Dover 
Township  in  1870;  Orman  is  a  farmer  of  Lansing, 
Mich.;  Ezra  died  in  Dover  Township,  Dec.  20, 
1886;  Olive,  who  was  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Fisk,  flied 
in  the  latter-named  township  in  1859,  and  Elon 
died  there  Jan.  10,  1885;  Jerome  died  in  Ingham 
County,  this  State,  Sept.  13,  1885;  Oscar  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Oscar  Abbott  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  2,  1835.  He  was  but  eight  months  old  when 
his  parents  brought  him  to  this  State,  consequently 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  this 
township,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  Since  attaining  manhood  he  has  been 
principally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  here, 
and  has  been  very  successful  in  the  management  of 
his  fine  farm  of  240  acres,  on  sections  23  and  26. 
His  farm  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  county, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1877  he  took  the  first  premium 
for  it,  over  seven  competitors,  in  the  Lenawee 
County  Fair.  Mr.  Abbott  has  also  paid  great  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  cattle,  making  a  specialty 
of  Short-horns,  and  has  entered  for  premiums  at 
fairs  held  in  the  city  of  Adrian,  and  in  Morenci, 
this  county.  He  has  kept  as  many  as  forty  head 
of  cattle,  and  185  head  of  sheep.  In  1883  Mr. 
Abbott  erected  a  fine  dwelling-honse,  w^hich  is  an 
ornament  to  the  township. 

Mr.  Abbott  was  married  in  Hudson  Township, 
June  11,  1859,  to  Miss  Catherine  Bartholomew^ 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Jane  (Hauver)  Bartholo- 
mew, natives  of  New  York.  They  came  to  Lena- 
wee County  in  1855,  settling  in  Dover  Township, 
where  they  have  resided  most  of  the  time  since. 
Mrs.  Abbott  is  their  only  child,  and  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  4,  1843.  Of  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  there  have  been  born 
three  children — Alice  L.,  George  E.  and  Delia;  the 
latter  is  a  teacher. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  are  justly  held  in  high  re- 
gard in  this  community.  In  politics,  Mr.  Abbott 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  State.  He  is  often  called  upon  to  give 
to  the  tow^n  the  benefit  of  his  experience  in  busi- 
ness matters,  by  filling  some  public  office.     He  has 
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ably  discharged  the  duties  of  Justice  of  tlie  Peace 
for  seven  years ;  of  Highway  Commissioner  for  the 
same  length  of  time,  and  Drain  C<mimissioiier  for 
one  year,  besides  filling  at  different  times,  some  of 
the  minor  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. Mrs.  Abbott  and  daughter  J)ella  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Dover  Center,  while 
Miss  Alice  L.  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  ('hurch. 

eHARLES  SHALER.  The  homestead  of  this 
gentleman  is  pleasantl}^  located  on  section 
26,  Macon  Township,  where  he  has  eiglity 
acres  of  land  under  good  cultivation  and  snital)le 
farm  buildings.  This  he  purchased  and  located 
upon  in  the  spring  of  1855,  and  when  the  land 
around  him  was  largely  in  an  uncultivated  condi- 
tion. In  addition  to  general  agriculture  he  is  much 
interested  in  stock-raising,  and  has  been  fairly  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings. 

The  early  home  of  Mr.  Shaler  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
where  his  birth  took  place  July  12, 1835.  His  par- 
ents, Christopher  and  Barbara  (Hostetter)  Shaler, 
were  also  natives  of  Bavaria,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married  and  continued  until  after 
the  birth  of  fonr  children,  Charles,  our  sub- 
ject, being  the  eldest.  When  he  was  eleven  years 
of  age  the  family  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  located  first  in  Brookfield  Township,  Trumbull 
Co.,  Ohio.  After  farming  there  a  few  years,  the 
father  determined  upon  a  change  of  location,  and 
coming  to  Southern  Michigan,  took  up  his  abode  in 
the  w^oods  of  Macon  Township,  this  comity.  He 
was  of  an  industrious  and  persevering  disposition, 
and  labored  for  a  few  years  to  surround  himself  and 
family  with  the  comforts  of  life,  and  rested  from 
his  labors  on  the  8th  of  November,  1865,  when 
fifty-eight  years  of  age.  The  mother  survived  her 
husband  nearly  twenty-one  years,  her  death  taking 
place  at  the  home  of  her  son  Charles,  July  31, 1886, 
when  she  had  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years;  in  religion  they  w^ere  of  the  Lntheran 
faith. 

Mr.  Shaler  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 


reaching  manhood.  He  was  married  in  Milan 
Township,  Monroe  County,  this  State,  Nov.  12, 
1865,  to  Miss  Rosa  Ilanlon,  who  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  June  8,  1843.  Mrs.  Sha- 
ler came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  when  a  small 
cliild,  and  from  that  time  until  her  marriage  lived 
in  Monroe  County.  Her  ])arents,  Peter  and  Susan 
(Johnson)  Hanlon,  are  still  living,  and  continue  resi- 
dents of  Milan  Township.  They  were  born  and 
reared  in  Coimt}^  Eermanagh,  Ireland,  whence  they 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  about  1841,  after 
the  birth  of  three  children ;  they  located  first  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  Since  coming  to  Michigan  the 
father  has  been  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  and 
has  met  with  success  in  his  undertakings,  making  a 
comfortable  living  for  his  famil}^  They  were 
reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,  to  which  they  still  ad- 
here. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaler  have  two  children,  namely: 
Minnie  E.,  who  was  born  Aug.  4,  1868,  and  Clara 
A.,  Aug.  5,  1871 ;  both  continue  at  home  wdth  their 
parents.  Mr.  Shaler  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  James  Buchanan,  and  still  continues  a  member 
of  the  Democratic  party.  The  homestead  is  pleas- 
antly located,  and  provided  with  good  buildings, 
while  everything  about  the  premises  indicates  thrift 
and  enterprise. 
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\f/OHN  E.  SCHREDER  is  the  manager  of  the 
Edward  R.  Smith  farm,  which  comprises 
450  acres  of  land  on  section  16  of  Clinton 
Township,  devoted  exclnsively  to  the  rais- 
ing of  stock.  Mr.  Schreder  has  occupied  his  pres- 
ent position  for  twelve  years,  and  for  the  last  six 
years  has  had  full  charge  of  the  extensive  stock 
interests  of  this  large  farm,  filling  his  position  with 
faithfulness  and  marked  ability. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Raisin  Township,  Feb. 
15,  1852.  When  he  was  five  years  of  age  his 
father  came  to  Clinton  Township,  and  here  John  F. 
received  his  education,  remaining  in  the  home  of 
his  father  until  he  was  tw^enty-one.  After  that 
time  he  found  employment  elsew^here  for  a  year, 
and  then  returned  to  the  home  farm  and  operated 
it  on  shares  with  his  father  for  two  years.     He  then 
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established  a  home  for  himself,  marrying  in  Tecum- 
seh,  Dec.  15,  1875,  Miss  Jennie  M.  Stevenson, 
daughter  of  William  and  Lydia  (Morton)  Steven- 
son. She  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland. 
July  12,  1851.  Her  parents  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  that  county,  and  there  ten  children  were 
born  to  them.  In  April,  1866,  they  came  with  all 
their  children  but  one  to  the  United  States,  and  lo- 
cated in  what  is  now  Clinton  Township,  where  the 
father  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land.  There  the 
parents  made  their  home  until  death,  the  father 
dying  in  March,  1878,  aged  nearly  seventy-five, 
and  the  mother  May  28,  1878,  aged  nearly  seventy- 
one.  Mrs.  Schreder  is  the  youngest  but  one  of  the 
six  daughters  and  four  sons  born  to  her  worthy 
parents.  She  was  educated  principally  in  her  na- 
tive land.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  her  and 
her  husband — Lovica  C,  Lovina  J.,  Charles  F., 
Lydia  M.,  Maggie  M.  and  Blanche  R. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  attendants  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Socially,  they  occupy  a 
high  position  in  the  community.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Schreder  is  an  influential  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  His  assured  success  in  his  line  of 
business  makes  him  an  authority  in  regard  to  the 
rearing  of  stock,  and  his  opinion  is  often  sought  by 
others. 


hAi:^ 


"^OHN  McClelland  burnett.     The 

father  of  the  subject  of  this  biography 
looked  upon  the  face  of  the  country  in 
Southern  Michigan  soon  after  the  first  white 
man  had  explored  it,  and  after  it  had  commended 
itself  to  him  as  a  desirable  place  to  enter  upon  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  and  to  build  up  the  future 
homestead.  It  was  then  the  home  of  the  deer  and 
other  wild  game,  and  a  place  from  which  the  sav- 
ages had  not  long  departed.  Robert  Burnett,  Sr., 
(for  family  sketch  see  biography  of  Robert  Burnett, 
Jr.)  founded  a  home  on  the  eastern  line  of  Lena- 
wee County,  which  was  subsequently  laid  off  into 
Deerfield  Township,  and  his  farm  was  located  on 
section  10.  Here  he  began  in  earnest  his  life  labor, 
and  to  this  home  he  brought  his  bride,  who  was,  in 
her  girlhood,  Miss  Amelia  Pratt.  They  labored  to- 
gether through  difficulties  and  hardships,  and   here 


their  children  were  born.  The  younge  t  of  these 
was  John  McClelland,  of  this  sketch,  wIk  began  life 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1849. 

In  1856,  when  our  subject  was  a  little  ad  of  six 
years,  the  household  met  its  first  heavy  affliction, 
in  the  death  of  the  father,  which  took  plac  ^  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1856.  The  children  were  kept  t/ gether  at 
the  homestead,  and  tJohn  attended  schr  )1  in  winter 
and  made  himself  useful  about  the  n  vv  farm  dur- 
ing the  season  of  sowing  and  reaping.  He  assisted 
in  clearing  the  land  and  tilling  the  soil,  and  re- 
mained with  his  widowed  mother  until  she  no  more 
needed  his  filial  offices.  She  passed  away  at  the 
homestead,  Jan.  6,  1872,  and  is  held  in  affectionate 
remembrance  by  her  children  and  friends  as  one 
who  performed  life's  duties  in  a  creditable  and 
praiseworthy  manner. 

The  marriage  of  John  Burnett  and  Miss  Addie 
R.  Kilburn  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Deerfield  Township,  April  27,  1872.  Mrs.  Burnett 
was  born  in  Bioomfield,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  27, 
1853.  Her  father,  Elijah  Kilburn,  was  a  native  of 
Great  Barrington,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  born 
April  4,  1813.  His  father,  also  Elijah  Kilburn,  is 
supposed  to  have  also  been  a  native  of  Great  Bar- 
rington, where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  B.,  when  a  young  man,  migrated  to  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  was  married  and  lived  in  Bloom- 
field  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  removed  to 
Centerville,  where  his  death  took  place  Nov.  6, 
1887.  He  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  was  a  man 
upright  in  character  and  of  the  highest  moral  prin- 
ciple. The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Vanillia 
Bates.  She  was  born  in  Maysville,  N.  Y.,  and  died 
May  26,  1854.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnett  have  two 
children:  Nelson,  born  Nov.  19,  1874,  and  Marian, 
Aug.  29,  1881. 
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<|  j^ILLIAM  DERBYSHIRE,  who  for  many 
\/iJ//  y^^^'^  ^^^  been  prominent  in  all  good  works 
V7\^  in  Rollin  Township  and  vicinity,  being- 
identified  with  the  cause  of  temperance,  besides  in- 
stitutions, educational  and  religious,  owns  a  good 
farm  on  section  9,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.     Fie  is  a 
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native  of  Cortland  Connty,  N.  Y.,  and  was  boiTi 
Nov.  16,  1821,  at  the  homestead  of  his  father, 
Daniel  Derbyshire.  The  latter  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  that  State,  July  8,  1784,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  this  township,  Jan.  4,  1856. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James 
Derbyshire,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  of  English  ancestry ;  he  was  a  farmer  of  modest 
means,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Madison  County. 
He  was  the  son  of  William  Derbyshire,  Sr.,  who 
married  a  Miss  Knapp,  of  Westchester  County,  N, 
Y.,  and  became  the  father  of  four  children.  Daniel 
Derbyshire  married  Miss  Fanny  Mosher,  who  was 
born  May  2,  1788,  and  died  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  9,  1849.  Their  son  William,  our  sub- 
ject, when  twenty -nine  3^ears  of  age,  was  married, 
April  22,  1851,  to  Miss  Rosanna  Wood,  a  native  of 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  Dec. 
20,  1830;  she  died  at  her  home  in  Rollin  Township, 
this  county,  Dec.  19,   1861. 

Mr.  Derbyshire,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1862, 
was  a  second  time  married,  to  Mrs.  Maria  (Newitt) 
Wood,  daughter  of  John  and  Belinda  (Burdick) 
Newitt,  and  widow  of  Charles  Wood  of  this  county. 
She  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  29, 
1884,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Charles  Wood  be- 
(^ame  the  mother  of  three  children:  The  eldest,  Har- 
riet M.,  was  born  Sept.  22,  1852,  and  is  now^  the 
widow^  of  Crosby  Wing,  late  of  this  township; 
Elizabeth  was  born  Feb.  8,  1855,  and  became  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Tuttle,  of  Jackson,  this  State;  they 
have  three  children.  Orilla  was  born  Nov.  25, 1858, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Babcock,  of  Rollin  Town- 
ship, and  the  mother  of  one  child.  William  and  Mrs. 
Maria  Derbyshire  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
recorded  as  follows:  Daniel  Z.  was  born  in  Rollin 
Township,  Oct.  28,  I860,  and  in  1886  was  married 
to  Miss  Delia  Lyons:  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  and 
a  resident  of  Rollin  Township;  William  N.  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1867,  and  when  not  attending  school 
employs  his  time  sometimes  at  the  farm,  and  some- 
times in  town,  in  a  bank  or  store;  Glenn  B.,  who 
was  born  Jan.  12,  1874,  and  Paul,  Feb.  11,  1876, 
continue  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Derbyshire  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
charitable  work,  laboring  with  the  Ladies'  Mission- 
ary Society,  of  which    she  was  the  first   President 


after  its  organization,  and  with  the  W.  C.  T.  IT.,  of 
which  she  has  been  President  two  or  three  years. 
Several  of  the  family  belong  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  Mr.  Derbyshire  has  been 
Class-Leader  and  Steward  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  He  has  served  as  Township  Treasurer,  be- 
sides filling  other  local  offices.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  the  first  temperance  convention  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  casts  his  vote  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  The  Derbyshire  family  was  first  represented 
in  this  country  during  the  Colonial  days,  and  the 
great-grandfather  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  son  James  espoused  the  Quaker  religion,  and  as 
this  sect  were  always  opposed  to  war,  the  later  de- 
scendant of  the  Derbyshires  excused  himself  from 
becoming  a  soldier  from  conscientious  scruples. 


-^ ^^^-^ ^ 

f]OHN  V.  GOHEEN,  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Clinton  Township,  is  living 
on  the  old  homestead  which  was  once  Gov- 
ernment land,  and  was  taken  up  by  his  father, 
John  Ooheen,  in  1831,  in  the  early  liistorj'  of  Lena- 
wee County.  This  farm,  of  which  Mr.  Goheen  is 
the  joint  proprietor  with  his  sister,  comprises  160 
acres  of  valuable  land  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  13,  this  towuship.  It  is  under  good  culti- 
vation, with  suitable  farm  buildings  and  a  very  com- 
fortable and  convenient  dwelling  which  is  finely 
located. 

Mr.  Goheen  is  a  native  of  New  York,  where  he 
was  born  in  Groveland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  Oct.  12,  1829,  and  was  the  fourth  child 
and  second  son  of  the  seven  children  born  to  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Headly)  Goheen,  for  whose  history 
see  sketch  of  E.  W.  Goheen.  Four  of  those  children 
are  yet  living:  E^.  W.  of  the  sketch  referred  to; 
Deborah,  wife  of  C.  W.  Culbertson,  of  Clinton 
Township;  John  V.  and  Miranda. 

Our  subject  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county,  which  was  not 
then  far  advanced  from  its  original  state  of  nature; 
in  its  dense  forests,  settlements  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween ;  Indians  still  remained  in  their  old  haunts, 
and  wild  animals  of  all  kinds  were  to  be  seen.  As 
the  years  of  his  childhood  and  manhood  have  since 
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been  passed  here  on  the  land  that  his  father  wrested 
from  the  hand  of  nature,  onr  subject  may  be  truly 
said  to  have  "grown  up  with  the  country."  He 
was  fairly  well  educated  in  the  pioneer  schools  of 
Tecumseh  Township,  of  which  this  township  then 
formed  a  part.  After  he  attained  his  majority,  he 
took  charge  of  the  home  farm  for  a  time,  and  after 
the  death  of  the  parents,  it  became  his  and  his  sis- 
ter's, as  before  mentioned.  He  is  a  practical  and 
sagacious  farmer,  and  manages  his  various  interests 
with  good  judgment. 

Mr.  Goheen  was  married,  Oct.  11,  1883,  to  Miss 
Esther  Murphy,  who  was  born  in  Connt}'^  Antrim, 
Ireland,  Aug.  31,  1859.  She  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1880,  and  has  ever  since  that  time  lived  in 
Clinton  Township.  (For  parental  history  see  biog- 
raphy of  Thomas  Murphy.)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goheen 
are  Presbyterians,  and  socially  they  are  highly  re- 
garded in  this  community ;  Mr.  Groheen  is  a  solid 
Republican  in  politics. 

Miss  Miranda  Goheen,  who  shares  with  her  brother 
the  old  homestead  farm,  was  born  March  27,  1835, 
on  this  homestead  of  which  she  has  been  a  life-long 
resident.  She  is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence  and 
ability,  and  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  social  cir- 
cles in  her  native  town. 


^  SAAC  F.  TURNER.  As  Lenawee  County  is  so 
much  indebted  to  the  tillers  of  the  soil  for  its 
/ll  prosperity,  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  a  brief 
sketch  of  one  who  well  represents  the  agricultural 
interests  of  this  community.  Isaac  Turner  was 
born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  27,  1833, 
and  is  the  son  of  Reuben  N.  and  Phebe  (Foster) 
Turner,  both  natives  of  New  York  State.  They 
were  married  and  settled  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
later  moving  to  Westchester  County  in  the  same 
State. 

Several  years  after  his  marriage,  Reuben  Turner's 
attention  was  attracted  to  the  growing  agricultural 
interests  of  the  neighboring  State  of  Michigan,  and 
he  resolved  to  try  his  fortunes  here.  Accordingly 
in  the  spring  of  1848,  when  our  subject  was  a  lad 
of  fifteen  3^ears,  Mr.  Turner  removed  with  his 
family  to  Lenawee  County,  settling  first  in  Seneca 
Township,  and  after   living  in   Madison,  Medina, 

"m ^ ^ " 


and  other  townships  in  this  county,  finally  settling 
in  Adrian.  This  continued  to  be  the  home  of  the 
parents  until  death,  the  father  dying  Aug.  18,  1882, 
and  the  mother  July  18,  1878.  Mr.  Turner  was 
fairly  prosperous  in  his  w^ork,  and  he  and  his  wife 
gained  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  people  among 
whom  they  made  their  home. 

Isaac  F.  Turner  received  the  educational  advan- 
tages afforded  by  the  common  schools.  After  he 
grew  to  manhood,  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
with  his  parents  most  of  the  time  until  his  mar- 
riage, assisting  his  father,  and  profiting  by  liis  ex- 
perience and  practical  wisdom.  He  was  married,  on 
the  15th  of  December,  1864,  to  Miss  Sarah  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Cornelius  N.  and  Pamelia  (Oudekirk) 
Vail,  of  Madison  Township,  now  deceased,  the 
father  dying  Nov.  17,  1871,  and  the  mother  Nov. 
10,  1884.  They  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Ellen 
E.,  Jennie  E.,  Eliza,  John  E.,  James  B.  and  Mary 
A.  Mrs.  Turner,  their  third  child,  was  born  in 
Madison  Township,  Sept.  26^  1845. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  first  made  their  home  in 
Dover  Township,  but  in  the  spring  of  1880  Mr. 
Turner  ])Ought  a  farm  in  Madison  Township,  where 
they  now  reside.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
the  management  of  this  farm,  which  consists  of 
eighty  acres  of  fertile,  well-tilled  soil.  He  has  a 
comfortable  dwelling,  pleasantly  located,  and  good 
farm  buildings,  with  the  necessary  appliances  for 
farming.  Of  their  union  five  children  have  been 
born,  namely  :  Martha  E.,  Charlotte  A.,  Reuben  C, 
Nellie  and  Arthur  I. 

Since  moving  to  this  town,  Mr.  Turner  has  iden- 
tified himself  with  its  interests,  and  his  worth  as  a 
citizen  has  been  duly  acknowledged  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  as  is  shown  by  his  having  held  many  of 
the  town  offices.  In  politics  Mr.  Turner  is  Demo- 
cratic. 


J\|^EACON  WALTER  S.  SEARS  bears  the 
ij)  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  man  con- 
^  nected  with  the  passenger  department  of 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road, and  is  at  present  located  in  the  city  of 
Adrian.  He  began  his  railroad  career  on  the  New 
York  &  New  Haven  Railroad,  and  continued   with 
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it  about  four  months,  when  in  the  spring  of  1849 
he  opened  rock  works  on  the  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road for  Capt.  Mason,  who  superintended  the  build- 
ing of  the  famous  bridge  across  the  Harlem  River. 
He  was  next  connected  with  the  Rome  &  Water- 
town  Railroad,  with  which  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1850. 

In  June  of  that  year  Mr.  Sears  was  tendered  a 
position  with  what  is  now  known  as  the  Lake  Shore 
tt  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  has  been  con- 
tinuously in  the  service  of  the  company  controlling 
this  line  since  that  time.  In  December  following 
he  was  promoted  to  conductor  of  the  working  train, 
which  position  he  occupied  until  May  following, 
when  he  was  appointed  freight  conductor,  to  run  a 
train  from  Toledo  to  Chicago.  Fifteen  months 
later  he  was  given  charge  of  his  first  passenger  train, 
running  from  Toledo  to  Chicago,  and  thus  officiated 
until  the  fall  of  1860.  His  next  position  was  as 
Yardmaster  at  Toledo,  which  he  held  three  years 
and  then  resumed  his  former  duties  as  passenger 
conductor,  running  until  1874.  That  year  he  was 
again  appointed  Yardmaster  of  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan   Southern,  wiiich  position  he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Sears,  in  earlier  years,  took  an  active  part  in 
politics,  and  during  the  campaign  of  1848, 
'^  stumped  "  the  State  of  New  York  with  John  Van 
Buren.  He  is  essentially  a  self-educated  man,  his 
schooling  being  limited  to  the  instruction  given  b}^ 
his  Sunda^-scliool  teacher  during  the  brief  period 
of  his  boyhood.  He  made  the  most  of  his  oppor- 
tunities, however,  and  by  a  thorough  course  of 
reading  obtained  a  useful  fund  of  information,  and 
was  enabled  to  give  sco[)e  to  the  natural  literary 
ability  witli  Avhich  nature  endowed  him  to  a  gen- 
erous degree.  He  has  been  a  regular  contributor 
to  the  llailway  Conductors'  Monthly  since  it  was 
established,  and  frequently  delivered  an  address 
before  the  various  railroad  associations.  He  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  Railroad  Conductors'  As- 
sociation of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  also 
of  the  Passenger  Conductors'  Association  of  Phil- 
adelphia, which  Avas  organized  in  1871.  In  1874  he 
identified  himself  with  the  Mutual  Aid  and  Benefit 
Association  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  has  its 
headquarters  at  Chicago. 

Mr.  Sears  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rome,  Oneida 
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Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  19,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard 
Sears,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  died  when 
Walter  S.  was  a  little  lad  six  years  of  age.  The 
mother  was  left  with  a  family  of  eight  children, 
five  boys  and  three  girls,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  youngest.  Walter  lived  with  an  elder  brother 
until  eleven  3^ears  old,  and  then  set  out  to  '•  paddle 
his  own  canoe,"  being  from  that  day  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  himself.  It  proved  a  good  school- 
ing, compelling  him  to  be  industrious  and  self-re- 
liant, and  was  no  doubt  the  means  of  his  success  in 
life.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  comfortable  prop- 
erty, and  prepared  to  pass  his  declining  years  sur- 
rounded by  the  good  things  of  life. 

^=^EORGE  H.  ORAM^jiroprietor  of  103  acres 
ill  ^_^  of  land  on  section  33,  Adrian  Township,  is 
^^^ft  carrying  on  agriculture  successfully,  and  in 
company  with  his  cousin  Arthur,  is  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  agricultural  implements  at  Adrian.  He  is  a 
son  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Adrian  Township,  who 
came  here  in  1852,  when  George  H.  was  less  than  a 
year  old,  having  been  born  Sept.  21,  1851,  in  En- 
gland. The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  an  En- 
glishman b}^  birth,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a 
young  man,  soon  afterward  coming  west  and  lo- 
cating in  this  county.  The  first  year  of  his  residence 
in  Adrian  he  established  himself  as  a  market  gar- 
dener, and  after  the  season  had  closed  returned  to 
the  old  conntr^^  for  his  family,  bringing  them  to  this 
county  in  1853. 

George  Oram,  Sr.,  upon  returning  to  Michigan, 
secured  eniplo3^ment  in  the  shops  of  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad  Compan}^,  where  he  continued  eight  years, 
and  in  the  meantime  accumulated  a  little  capital. 
This  he  invested  in  what  was  then  know^n  as  Hooks 
Mills,  which  he  operated  two  years,  then  sold  out 
and  removed  to  the  city  of  Adrian,  where  he  spent 
his  last  years,  his  death  taking  place  on  the  7th  of 
May,  1863,  when  he  was  fifty-one  years  of  age,  he 
having  been  born  Feb.  3,  1812. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  En- 
gland, to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Parsons,  a 
market  gardener  of  Brighton.  She  was  born  Aug. 
26,  1816,  and   crossing  the  Atlantic  with  her  hus- 
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band  continued  in  this  county  after  his  death  until 
she,  too,  passed  away,  at  the  home  of  her  son 
George  H.,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1877.  The 
parental  household  included  three  children  :  Eliz- 
abeth, Mrs.  Wood,  who  was  born  Jan.  9,  1840,  and 
died  in  July,  1875;  she  left  four  children,  all  now 
living  and  residents  of  Adrian  Township.  Julia 
Oram  was  born  March  8,  1842,  married  W.  Wick- 
ham  and  died  July  3,  1869,  leaving  one  son,  Walter 
H.,  who  is  now  in  Adrian;  George  H.,  our  subject, 
was  the  youngest  child. 

Mr.  Oram  continued  with  his  parents  until  they 
no  longer  required  his  filial  offices,  and  during  the 
later  years  of  their  lives  had  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  farm.  In  1877  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  and  in  June,  1878,  was  married  to 
Miss  Josephine,  daughter  of  Henry  F.  Daly,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1850,  from  New  York  State, 
where  he  was  born  in  Lockport,  Niagara  County, 
and  is  now  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  He  came  to 
Michigan,  then  went  to  Wisconsin,  Illinois  and 
Colorado,  after  which  he  returned  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Adrian  in  1852.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Marie  McCamber,  who  was  born  in  Rose, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1834.  Of  this  union 
there  were  six  children,  three  now  living  in  Adrian, 
and  three  in  Detroit — Henry,  Josephine,  Eva,  Ed- 
win, Thad.  B.  and  Linnie.  The  father  of  Henry  F. 
Daly,  also  Henr}'^  Daly,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  Constable  and  Collector  at 
Lockport,  that  State,  for  sixteen  years. 

Mrs.  Oram  was  born  May  24,  1856,  and  remained 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  four  children,  namely:  Libbie,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Mary  L.,  who  was  born  Feb.  17, 
1880;  Ethel,  Jan.  16,  1882,  and  George  Harry,  May 
19,  1885.  Mr.  Oram,  like  his  father  before  him,  is 
thrifty  and  industrious,  and  like  him  is  one  of  the 
most  reliable  members  of  the  Republican  part}'. 
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,RRIN  R.  FIERCE  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
ful  business  men  in  Lenawee  County,  and 
one  of  the  most  extensive  shippers  of  poultry 
and  eggs  in  Southern  Michigan.  This  business 
reaches  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  realized  by  the 
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majority  of  people,  his  shipments  of  poultry  alone 
amounting  to  nearly  |50,000  during  the  last  year. 
From  these  figures  one  can  judge  somewhat  of  the 
hnportant  position  poultry  raising  occupies  among 
the  industries  of  this  section  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Pierce  commenced  this  business  here  in  1868  iji 
company  with  his  father,  and  since  the  death  of  the 
latter  has  conducted  it  alone.  He  is  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  born  in  the  historic  town  of 
Cambridge,  Sept.  16,  1849.  His  grandfather,  Ab- 
ner  Pierce,  owned  a  farm  there,  and  besides  man- 
aging that  dealt  largely  in  live  stock  and  hogs.  As 
far  as  known  his  entire  life  was  spent  in  that  place. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  Abner  Gorham  and 
Laura  (Priest)  Pierce,  were  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, born  in  Cambridge  and  Nottingham  respect- 
ively. The  father  spent  his  early  life  in  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  receiving  a  good  education  in  that 
town  so  famed  for  its  educational  institutions. 
After  attaining  manhood  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  gardening,  and  found  a  ready  sale  for  his  prod- 
ucts in  the  Boston  market.  In  1850  he  removed 
to  Palmyra,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  operated 
a  distillery  and  dealt  in  stock.  In  1858,  being 
obliged  to  resign  that  business  on  account  of  failing 
health,  he  disposed  of  his  property  and  moved  to 
Farmington,  in  the  same  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1861,  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family,  he  sold 
out  and  returned  with  them  to  Cambridge,  remain- 
ing there  six  months.  He  then  went  back  to  Pal- 
myra, and  remained  until  1866,  engaged  as  a  dealer 
in  poultry  and  country  produce.  The  succeeding 
two  years  he  spent  in  Chicago,  III.,  and  then  came 
to  Hudson,  where  in  company  with  his  son,  our 
subject,  he  established  the  business  referred  to 
above.  He  bought  a  fine  residence  on  Main  street, 
which  he  occupied  until  his  death,  March  25,  1886. 
His  wife  survived  him  but  a  short  time,  her  death 
occurring  in  the  following  May.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children — Harriet,  Charles,  Orrin 
and  Laura.  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  Calvin  Rice,  of 
Chicago,  111;  Charles  died  at  Farmington,  N.  Y.,at 
nineteen  years  of  age;  and  Laura  died  in  the  same 
place  when  twelve  years  old.  The  father,  mother 
and  their  two  children  are  now  in  rest  in  the  Pal- 
myra Cemetery.    They  were  Universalists  in  belief, 
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and  in  politics  Mr.  Fierce  was  a  Democrat.  He 
was  strictly  honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  a  careful 
and  very  successful  business  niao. 

Orrin  R.  Pierce,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
but  twelve  months  old  when  his  parents  removed 
to  New  York,  and  his  home  was  with  them  until  his 
marriage.  After  that  event  he  rented  a  house  in 
Hudson  for  a  few  years,  when  he  bought  the  prop- 
erty where  he  now  resides,  on  Main  street,  and  in 
1S82  erected  his  present  fine  residence.  It  is  a 
frame  structure  of  a  modern  style  of  architecture, 
replete  with  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  in  1887 
he  erected  one  of  the  finest  stables  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Pierce  was  married,  in  1875,  to  Miss  Mary 
Williamson,  a  native  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  A.  (€ottrell)  Will- 
iamson. To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  two  bright  and  interesting  children — Laura 
and  Grace.  Mrs.  Pierce  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Pierce  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  man  of  good  financial 
ability,  excellent  judgment,  and  has  inherited  his 
father's  tact  for  business.  Like  him  he  has  pros- 
pered in  all  his  transactions,  being,  in  fact,  almost 
uniformly  successful. 
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^f/OHN  C.  ROGERS,  a  leading  and  influential 
agriculturist  of  Woodstock  ToAvnship,  is  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  pleas- 
antly situated  farms  in  that  portion  of  the 
county.  The  most  unobservant  passei"~by  cannot 
help  noticing  that  he  takes  great  interest  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  place,  and  the  air  of  neatness  which 
pervades  it  is  commendable. 

Mr.  Rogers  is  a  njitive  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  June  4, 
1833,  and  is  the  son  of  James  L.  and  Charrila 
(Curtis)  Rogers.  His  father  was  born  in  the  same 
county  in  1790,  and  while  a  resident  of  that  State, 
principally  followed  the  business  of  a  cloth-dresser. 
In  1845  the  latter  came  to  Michigan,  and  after  a 
short  stay  in  St.  Joseph  County  he  came  to  this 
county  in  the  same  year,  and  located  in  Woodstock 
Townshii),  in  the  corner  of  the  three  counties.      He 
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made  that  place  his  residence  until  1854  when  he 
sold  out,  and  purchased  265  acres  of  land  where 
John  C.  and  his  brother.  James  H.,  now  live.  On 
this  farm  he  took  up  his  abode  and  remained  there 
until  the  date  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  7, 
1882,  when  he  had  reached  the  remarkable  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  He  was  a  man  who  retained  all 
his  faculties,  both  mental  and  physical,  in  a  remark- 
able degree  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife 
survived  him  about  five  years,  dying  in  March, 
1887,  at  the  age  of  ninety. 

John    C.    Rogers   was   one   of  a   large  family   of 
children,  and  remained  at  home  under  the  parental 
roof  until  Sept.  22,  1859,   when    he   was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Frances  Farnsworth.     He  then 
erected  a  residence  on  a  portion  of  the  old  home- 
stead, into  which  he  removed,  and   where  he  has 
since  continued  to  live.      He  has  a  fine  large  farm 
which  is  under  most  excellent  cultivation,  and  his 
residence  and  other  buildings  are  handsome,  neat 
and    comfortable.       Though    possessing  but    little 
means  at  the  time  of   his  start  in  life,  he  has  ac- 
quired by  diligence  and  energy  an  easy  competence, 
and   is   ranked  among   the   leading   farmers  of  the 
township  of  Woodstock.     His  wife  is  the  daughter 
of  Chades  and  Anna  (Bush)   Farnsworth,  and   was 
born   in   Hillsdale   County,    Mich.,  Aug.  13,  1838. 
Her  father  was  a  practicing  physician  of  great  abil- 
ity, who  was  born  in   Hawley,  Franklin   Co.,  Mass., 
Feb.    18,   1802,  from   which   State  he   removed  to 
New  York  and  thence  to  Ohio.     After  a  short  resi- 
dence in  the  Buckeye  State  he  concluded  to  follow 
the   "'  star  of  empire "   and  go  West.     Coming  to 
Michigan  in    1837,   he  settled  in  Hillsdale  County, 
where  he  remained  until  his  demise.     Possessing  a 
good  elementary  education,  drawn  from  the  excel- 
lent schools  of  New  England,  he  studied  medicine, 
and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  profession  while 
still  a  young  man.      He  was  a  thorough  student  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  a  deep  thinker  and  a  reliable 
physician.      After   coming    to  Michigan    he  accu- 
mulated  a    large   quantity   of   land,  but  never  sus- 
pended his  practice  of   medicine.     He  w^as  among 
the  most  prominent  men  in  Hillsdale  County,  and 
was  peculiarly   active   in   church  and    temperance 
work,   and   frequently    when  a   minister  failed    to 
make  his  appearance,  filled  the  pulpit  on  the  Sab- 
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bath  quite  creditably.  Uniyersally  respected  and 
loved,  he  died  Oct.  13,  1851,  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  married,  Sept.  14, 1828,  to  Miss 
Anna  Bush,  who  became  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
three  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  recorded  as  follows:  Nettie  M.  was  born 
July  22,  1862,  and  married  Chester  Binns,  a  sales- 
man in  the  store  of  C.  A.  Smith,  of  Addison;  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Bertha  and  Carl. 
Florence  E.  was  born  Aug.  28,  1864,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Lombard  ;  an  only  son,  John  Arthur, 
who  was  born  July  4,  1873,  was  taken  from  his 
parents  by  death,  Aug.  5,  1884.  He  was  a  bright 
boy,  intelligent,  quick-witted,  and  of  a  kind  and 
loving  disposition,  and  during  the  short  time  he 
was  spared  to  his  parents  by  our  Heavenly  Father, 
he  gave  rare  promise  of  a  noble  manhood.  His 
presence  is  sadly  missed  around  the  domestic  fire- 
side of  the  family  home,  and  the  vacant  chair 
recalls  in  the  minds  of  his  parents  fond  and  dear 
memories  of  their  departed  boy. 

Mr.  Rogers,  politically,  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
held  several  local  offices  in  the  township  and  school 
district.  Although  a  warm  advocate  of  the  tem- 
perance cause,  he  cannot  sec  his  way  plain  to  vote 
with  the  Prohibition  party.  Being  imbued  with 
the  principles  of  the  old  Jeffersonian  democracy, 
his  fidelity  to  party  is  stanch  and  unyielding.  In 
everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
whether  in  civil,  religious  or  social  circles,  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  found  among  the  foremost 
workers.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  a  membei-  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  at  Somerset,  Hillsdale  County. 

ORACE  W.  COMSTOCK.  The  family  of 
which  this  well-known  resident  of  Raisin 
Township  is  a  worthy  member,  was  first 
\^  represented  in  Lenawee  County  by  his  father, 
Warner  M.  Comstock,  a  native  of  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  8,  1802.  Fie  was 
the  son  of  John  Comstock,  who  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1774,  and  the  latter  was  the  son  of 
Nathan  Comstock,  who  settled  in  Farmington,  On- 
tario Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1788.    John  Comstock  was  well 


educated,  and  perfected  himself  in  the  study  of  law 
which  he  practiced  in  Ontario  County  several  years. 
He  came  to  this  county  in  1830,  and  took  up  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Palmyra  Township.  Sub- 
sequently he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  a  small 
place  in  Raisin  Township  near  the  ''  Valley,"  where 
his  death  took  place  in  June,  1851. 

John  Comstock  was  the  very  first  settler  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  taking  up,  in  company  with  his  brother 
Zeno,  the  land  upon  which  nearly  all  of  that  city 
now  stands.  His  brother  Darius  also  came  to  this 
county  in  the  pioneer  days.  In  1801  «Iohn  Com- 
stock was  married  to  Miss  Rowena  Bradish,  who 
was  born  in  Cummington,  Mass.,  Sept.  30,  1786, 
and  coming  to  this  county  with  her  husband,  died 
in  Raisin  Township  Feb.  8,  1870.  Their  son,  War- 
ner M.,  lived  with  his  father  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  old,  and  completed  a  good  education  in  a 
Quaker  school  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
subsequently  assistant  engineer  over  a  section  of 
the  Erie  Canal,  where  he  was  employed  until  the 
water  was  let  in  as  far  as  Lockport.  Afterward  he 
engaged  for  a  time  in  the  grocery  business  at  the 
locks,  furnishing  supplies  to  the  boats.  Upon  com- 
ing to  Michigan,  in  the  spring  of  1835,  he  brought 
with  him  a  stock  of  goods  and  carried  on  a  store  at 
the  village  of  Palmyra  until  removing  the  following 
year  to  Adrian.  He  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising at  Adrian  several  years,  and  was  appointed 
the  first  station  agent  at  that  point  for  the  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  which  ran  to  Monroe.  He  was 
also  Deput}^  Postmaster,  and  subsequently  appointed 
Postmaster  by  Millard  Fillmore,  serving  four  years. 
In  1852  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Raisin  Township, 
where  our  subject  now  resides. 

The  marriage  of  Warner  M.  Comstock  and  Miss 
Mary  M.  Perry  was  celebrated  in  Ontario  Count3^ 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  7,  1825.  Mrs.  Comstock  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  William  and  Miriam  (Barnard)  Perry, 
of  Ilolley,  Orleans  Co.,  that  State,  and  became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  one  son  and  five  daughters, 
of  whom  Horace  W.,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  eldest, 
and  was  born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  PJ,  1825. 
Marian  B.,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  born  Sept.  28, 
1829,  and  became  the  wife  of  Hon.  Jerome  B. 
Chaffee,  of  Colorado,  and  died  at  Adrian  Nov.  11, 
1857;  Ellen  R.  was  born  Dec.  26,  1832,  and  is  the 
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wife  of  Jonathan  F.  Seymour,  of  Adrian;  Almira 
S.  was  born  Jan.  1,  1835,  and  married  Alfred  H. 
Wood,  of  Adrian.  Two  daughters  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Comstock  was  born  in  Canada,  Jul}- 
28,  1805,  and  died  at  Adrian  Jan.  14,  1876,  having- 
lived  with  her  husband  over  half  a  century.  He 
subsequently  married,  June  3,  1877,  Miss  Louisa 
Sheldon,  of  Adrian,  and  died  at  this  place  in  1887. 

Horace  A¥.  Comstock  accompanied  his  parents 
from  his  native  town  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  to  this 
county,  where  his  early  years  were  passed  in  an  un- 
eventful manner  in  attendance  at  the  district  school 
and  assisting  his  father  around  the  homestead. 
Upon  reaching  his  majority,  he  became  clerk  for 
the  Superintendent  of  the  old  State  Road,  now  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern.  He  was  in  the 
employ  of  this  company  three  years,  when  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  St.  Louis  &  Indianapolis 
Railroad  as  private  secretary  for  the  Superintendent, 
and  was  also  purchasing  agent.  Fifteen  years  of 
his  life  were  thus  employed,  during  which  time  he 
secured  the  marked  approval  of  his  superior  officers 
and  the  good -will  of  all  those  with  whom  he  was 
connected.  Later  he  took  a  position  with  the 
Gonld  system  as  private  secretary  of  Mr.  H.  M. 
Hoxie,  now  deceased,  and  Avho  was  for  some  years 
third  Vice  President  of  the  AYabash  Railroad,  and 
general  manager  of  the  Gould  southwest  system. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead,  and  has  since  giYen  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  management  of  its  affairs,  lie  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  gives  particular  attention 
to  sheep-raising,  in  which  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful. He  possesses  the  energy  and  good  judgment 
characteristic  of  his  ancestors,  and  is  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  best  families  in  the  State. 

The  vvife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Fann}^ 
Comstock,  to  whom  he  was  married  Oct.  19,  1864, 
was  born  in  Raisin  Township,  Dec.  28,  1842.  She 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  her  mar- 
riage, receiving  a  good  education,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  estimable  ladies  of  Raisin 
Township.  Her  father,  Jared  Comstock,  was  one 
of  tlie  early  settlers  of  Lenawee  County,  a  man  of 
much  force  of  character  and  great  industry,  and  one 
who  was  intimately  associated  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  Raisin  Township.      The  family  in 


religious  matters  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends, 
of  which  Mrs.  Comstock  continues  a  devoted  mem- 
ber. She  is  a  very  intelligent  and  well-informed 
lady,  and  much  of  the  time  while  her  husband  was 
traveling  upon  railroad  business,  journeyed  with 
him  and  made  the  most  of  her  opportunities  for 
gathering  useful  information.  Mr.  Comstock, 
socially,  belongs  to  Blue  Lodge  No.  19  in  Adrian, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  politically,  is  a  solid  Repub- 
lican. 

Jared  Comstock,  the  father  of  Mrs.  C,  was  mar- 
ried in  early  manhood  to  Miss  Catherine  Hall,  a 
native  of  Connecticut  and  of  New  P]ngland  parent- 
age. She  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  but  subsequently  identified  herself 
with  the  (Quakers,  in  whose  faith  she  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  She  also  was 
a  lady  of  fine  mental  capacities,  which  have  de- 
scended in  a  generous  measure  to  her  daughter 
Fanny. 
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^p^ERSHOM  B.  BENNETT,  the  subject  of  this 
jll  ^^^^  sketch,  is  a  brother  of  J.  R.  Bennett,  a 
^^J)  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  He  was  born  Jan.  2,  1823,  in  Shelby,  Or- 
leans Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  at  home  engaged  in 
farming  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when 
he  took  possession  of  a  farm  given  him  by  his 
father,  upon  which  he  lived  three  years.  He  then 
bought  a  property  in  Rollin  Township,  which  he 
held  about  thirty  years,  then  sold  out  in  1880,  and 
removed  to  Adrian,  where  he  lived  one  year. 
Accustomed,  however,  for  so  many  years  to  coun- 
try scenes  and  surroundings,  city  life  was  not  to  his 
taste  and  he  again  sought  the  country,  removing  to 
his  present  homestead,  where  he  is  now  leading  a 
retired  life. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1845,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Rawson,  who 
was  born  Aug.  26,  1822,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Theodore  Rawson,  of  Massachusetts,  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  emigrated  to  the  West,  and  the 
rest  of  his  life  was  spent  in  this  State,  where  he 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty-four  years.     The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
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was  p]lizabeth  Bussey,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Feb.  2,  1813,  and  who  also  died  in  Michigan.  She 
came  of  a  family  of  hardy  pioneers,  early  settlers  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  York,  and  farmers  b,y  oc- 
cupation. All  her  people  were  long-lived,  many  of 
them  attaining  to  more  than  threescore  years  and 
ten ;  the  mother  of  our  subject's  wife  was  seventy- 
tw^o  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Silas  Raw- 
son,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Bennett,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  family  are  descend- 
ants in  a  direct  line  from  Edward  Rawson,  one  of 
the  old  Puritans,  whose  history  is  recorded  among 
the  events  of  those  times. 

Our  subject  has  four  children,  of  whom  the  rec- 
ord is  as  follows:  Elbert  R.  was  born  March  21, 
1848,  and  is  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  charge  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich;  he 
married  Gertrude  Mills,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, two  girls  and  one  boy.  He  is  a  finely  edu- 
cated man,  being  a  graduate  of  Kalamazoo  College, 
and  of  Rochester  Seminary,  and  has  been  a  succees- 
ful  minister  for  fifteen  years.  Emma  M.  was  born 
Jan.  19,  1852,  and  married  Stephen  D.  Whitmore 
who  died  March  6,  1881,  leaving  two  children, 
Edson  G.  born  Aug.  3,  1873,  and  Lulu,  Dec.  24, 
1877;  he  was  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church;  his 
widovv  and  children  are  at  present  at  home  with  her 
father.  George  L.  was  born  Dec.  22,  1859,  mar- 
ried Miss  Stella  D.  Mason,  and  is  a  lawyer,  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner  and  Assistant  Prosecuting  At- 
torney at  Adrian;  he  is  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor 
University.  Edson  J.  was  born  eTune  11,  1861,  and 
died  Sept.  19,  1865. 

From  early  youth  our  subject  has  always  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  politics.  He  served  four  years 
as  United  States  Revenue  Assessor,  from  1862  to 
1866,  and  his  inherent  aptitude  for  politics  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  when  nineteen  years  old  he 
made  out  a  ticket,  in  connection  with  another  boy 
one  year  older  than  himself,  which  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  On  local  issues  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  liberal-minded,  public-spirited  man,  who 
has  always  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the 
community  where  he  lives,  and  has  been  actively 
interested  in  every  movement  for  the  good  of  the 
people  and  the  general  improvement  of  society. 
The  family   occupy  a  very   high  social  position  in 


the  community,  and  have  a  large  circle  of  admiring 
friends.  The  town  and  township  of  Rollin  were 
named  by  Deacon  Matthew  Bennett,  the  father  of 
our  subject  of  the  Rev. David  Rollin,  in  honor,  who 
Avas  his  intimate  and  esteemed  friend. 


#^  ELAH  H.  RAYMOND  is  a  prominent  agri- 
^^^  culturist  and  stock-raiser  of  Rollin  Town- 
(u/^  ship,  and  a  man  of  unbounded  influence  in 
his  community.  His  father,  Albern  Ray- 
mond, was  born  in  Steuben  Count}^,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner, 
combined  with  farming.  In  the  spring  of  1837  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  took  up  eighty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land.  Like  all  pioneers  of  that  early  day, 
he  had  to  clear  a  space  in  the  forest  to  make  room 
on  which  to  erect  a  log  cabin  for  himself  and  fam- 
ily. He  remained  here  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred while  he  was  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  his 
years  numbering  only  forty -two.  His  widow  is 
now  living  in  this  township  with  her  fourth  hus- 
band, Newman  Perkins;  her  third  husband  was  Hon. 
Henry  Jewell,  of  Clayton,  and  her  second  husband 
was  James  Learnard. 

S.  H.  Raymond,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead,  which  he  now  occupies,  Aug.  31, 
1840,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children. 
His  early  life  was  passed  on  the  homestead,  where 
he  was  carefully  trained  in  principles  of  truth,  hon- 
esty and  perseverance.  Reared  in  a  home  where 
these  principles  were  put  into  practice  in  daily  life, 
they  are  as  much  a  part  of  Mr.  Raymond's  charac- 
ter as  are  his  birthrights  of  physical  and  intellect- 
ual force.  The  year  succeeding  his  father's  death, 
our  subject  worked  by  the  month  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship, and  there,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1861,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  A.  Pawson,  who  was  born  in  Len- 
awee County,  April  21,  1842.  Subsequently,  he 
bought  out  his  father's  heirs,  and  afterward  pur- 
chased more  land  as  his  means  justified,  until  he 
liad  acquired  his  present  farm  of  210  acres,  the  till- 
able part  being  adapted  to  the  raising  of  all  cereals. 
By  energy  and  perseverance,  he  has  improved  the 
hiJid,  and  his  farm  is  now  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
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spots  ill  the  township,  and  shows  on  every  hand  the 
taste  and  thrift  of  its  proprietor.  Within  a  few 
years  he  has  erected  a  ver}^  handsome  house  and 
commodious  barns,  that  are  unsurpassed  in  this 
county  for  utility  and  convenience.  He  deals  in  a 
line  grade  of  stock,  and  his  horses,  cows,  sheep  and 
hogs,  elicit  the  admiration  of  all  stock-raisers. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  of  English  descent, 
and  her  parents  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day, 
passing  the  greater  part  of  their  remaining  years  in 
Franklin  Township,  where  they  died,  both  well  ad- 
vanced in  years.  Her  father  was  twice  married; 
by  his  first  marriage  he  had  six  children,  including 
Mrs.  Raymond,  and  of  his  second  marriage  there 
were  seven  children.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raymond  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children — Ida  S.,  Lottie  M.  and  Albern  H.  The 
eldest  was  born  April  11,  1862,  and  died  Septem- 
ber I  of  that  year;  Lottie  was  born  Feb.  3,  1864, 
and  Dec.  5,  1883,  married  Stephen  W.  Page;  they 
are  now  living  on  the  farm  of  our  subject,  which 
they  manage  on  shares.  Albern,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred Nov.  25,  1865,  is  at  home;  he  finished  his 
studies  in  the  graded  school  at  Addison. 

Politically,  Mr.  Raymond  is  a  Republican  with 
strong  temperance  ideas,  and  once  voted  the  Pro- 
hibition ticket.  He  has  held  the  position  of  High- 
way Commissioner,  to  which  office  he  was  elected 
ill  1876,  serving  three  terms,  and  in  1879  was 
elected  Township  Clerk,  and  served  until  1882. 
For  five  years  he  was  Supervisor  of  the  township, 
and  during  the  year  1886  was  Chairman  of  the 
board;  he  has  been  Notary  Public  since  receiving 
his  appointment  Jan.  15,  1883,  and  for  more  than 
twenty  years  has  been  connected  with  the  schools 
in  an  official  capacity.  He  has  ever  performed  the 
duties  of  the  offices  entrusted  to  hiin  with  credit 
and  fidelity,  and  in  nowise  tarnished  the  record  of 
the  Raymond  family.  Every  scheme  for  benefit- 
ing the  public  he  has  assisted,  and  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  getting  a  new  railway  through  the 
township,  while  he  also  aided  in  getting  the  M.  & 
O.  R.  R.  through  here. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  are  devout  and  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli, 
following  religiously  in  the  footsteps  of  their  im- 
mediate ancestry,    all  of  whom  worked   hard    for 


that  denomination,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  R.'s 
father,  who  was  a  Quaker.  They  are  loved,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  the  whole  community,  who 
take  a  worthy  pride  in  having  such  excellent  peo- 
ple in  their  midst. 


ARTIN  KEUSCH  is  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  and  a  representative  citizen  of 
Clinton  Township,  where  he  owns  a  valua- 
ble farm  of  160  acres,  finely  situated  on 
section  9,  the  most  of  it  under  the  plow  and  yield- 
ing abundant  harvests.  The  farm  is  well  supplied 
with  ample  buildings,  and  has  every  appliance  for 
carrying  on  agriculture  successfully. 

Mr.  Keusch  is  a  native  of  Germany,  where  he 
was  born  Feb.  18,  1835.  His  fathei",  Martin 
Keusch,  was  born  of  German  parentage  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Alsace,  now  of  Germany,  but  he  spoke  both 
German  and  French  with  equal  facility.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  and  there  mar- 
ried Magdalena  Christ,  lik(?wise  a  native  of  Alsace, 
He  was  an  ambitious  man,  and  desirous  of  making 
the  most  of  life,  and  of  placing  his  children  where 
they  could  have  better  advantages  for  making  their 
own  way  in  the  world  than  in  his  native  land;  ac- 
cordingly after  the  birth  of  two  children,  he  brought 
his  family  to  America,  and  located  in  Detroit,  Mich. 
He  afterward  removed  with  his  family  to  Freedom, 
in  Washtenaw  County,  and  located  on  a  farm  whei-e 
he  lived  for  many  years.  In  the  latter  part  of 
their  lives,  the  parents  came  to  Clinton  Township 
to  live  with  their  son  Martin,  and  in  his  home  the 
mother  died  in  1869  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  The  father  afterward  wxnt  to  Chelsea, 
VYashtenaw  County,  and  there  died  in  1873  at  the 
good  old  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  had  been 
a  good  citizen,  and  well  deserved  the  respect  in 
which  he  was  held  by  all.  Our  subject  lived  in  the 
home  of  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
and  was  carefully  trained  by  them  in  ways  of  use- 
fulness and  honesty,  while  he  was  educated  in 
Freedom  Township. 

Mr.  Keusch's  marriage  with  Miss  Bridget  Morris- 
roe  took  place  in  Clinton,  Feb.  15, 1858.  She  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  with  her  par- 
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eiits  when  a  child,  where  the  family  lived  for  some 
time  in  Canada.  Thence  they  went  to  New  York, 
and  later  came  to  Palmyra  Township,  whence  in 
1861  they  removed  to  Clinton  Township,  where 
the  father  died  in  the  same  year.  The  mother  now 
lives  in  the  village  of  Clinton,  and  is  seventy-one 
years  old. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Keusch  and  his  wife  lived 
for  some  time  at  Adrian,  and  also  Freedom,  and  in 
1866  they  removed  to  their  present  place  of  resi- 
dence, where  Mr.  Keusch  has  since  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  conducting  the  various  branches  of  agri- 
culture to  which  he  has  turned  his  attention,  and 
has  accumulated  considerable  property.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Keusch  have  been  born  four  children: 
Emeline;  John,  who  is  Township  Treasurer;  Mary 
Ann  and  Philip  M.  Mary  is  deceased ;  the  others 
are  living  at  home,  and  are  intelligent  and  well  ed- 
ucated. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keusch  and  their  children, 
are  communicants  in  the  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Keusch  has  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
various  town  offices  to  which  he  has  been  elected 
by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  in  politics  lie  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
and  his  family  occupy  a  high  position  in  the  social 
life  of  the  community. 
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//^  HARLES  PERRY.  This  gentleman  is  the 
(if  ^  owner  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes 
^^Jf'  in  Medina  Township,  comprising  an  elegant 
residence,  a  neat  and  substantial  barn,  with  car- 
riage-house and  other  out-buildings,  ample  grounds, 
well  kept,  and  all  the  other  embellishments  of  the 
complete  country  estate.  He  has  now  but  forty 
acres  of  land,  having  with  true  fatherly  generosity 
given  to  each  of  his  three  sons  a  good  farm  of 
eighty  acres.  This  amount  was  given  him  by  his 
own  father  upon  reaching  his  majority,  and  he  was 
fortunatel}^  endowed  with  the  excellent  judgment 
and  the  industry  which  enabled  him  to  take  good 
care  of  his  property  and  increase  it,  botli  in  extent 
and  value.  Our  subject,  like  a  large  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  Medina  Township,  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  was  born  near  the  town  of  Ly- 
sander,  Onondaga    County,    April    25,  1822.     His 
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parents,  Abel  and  Lucina  (Ainsworth)  Perry,  were 
natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Vermont. 
The  mother  had  removed  with  her  father's  family 
to  the  former  State,  and  after  her  marriage  with 
Abel  Perry,  continued  in  Onondaga  County  for  a 
period  of  twenty-two  years;  here  also  the  mother 
died  in  April,  1838. 

Abel  Perry,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  came 
with  his  family  to  Medina  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land,  which 
is  now  occupied  by  his  sons,  Abel  and  Alonzo.  He 
departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in  Medina 
'i\)wnship,  in  1849.  The  parental  family  included 
ten  children,  one  of  whom,  George  W.,  was  born 
in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  The  others,  Amos,  Sally, 
Maria,  Charles,  Mary  Ann,  Ira,  Henry,  Abel, 
Alonzo  and  Jonas,  were  born  in  Onondaga  County. 
Jonas  died  in  infancy  ;  George  died  in  March,  1886, 
and  Amos  in  March,  1887. 

Charles  Perry  attended  school  while  in  his  native 
county,  being  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  when  he 
came  to  Michigan.  Subsequently  he  attended  a 
private  school  in  Adrian,  and  being  naturall}^  fond 
of  reading,  has  become  a  highly  intelligent  man. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  settled  contentedly  down 
with  his  father  upon  the  farm,  and  remained  there 
until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  took  posses- 
sion of  the  eighty  acres  given  him  by  his  father, 
and  commenced  clearing  the  land  and  cultivating 
the  soil,  being  successful  from  the  start.  After  a 
few  years  he  purchased  another  tract  of  forty  acres 
which  was  partially  cleared,  and  subsequently 
bought  eighty  acres  near  the  town  of  Wright,  in 
Hillsdale  County.  This,  followed  by  another  pur- 
chase in  the  same  locality,  completed  the  sum  of 
his  real  estate,  which  finally  included  288  acres. 

Mr.  Perry  was  married.  May  19,  1844,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  bride's  parents,  in  Gorham  Township, 
Lucas  (now  Fulton)  Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Phila, 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Margaret  (Skinner)  Far- 
well.  Mr.  Farwell  was  a  native  of  Wheatland  Town- 
ship, Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  his  wife,  Margaret, 
was  born  in  Canada,  on  the  farm  upon  which  the 
])atttle  of  Lundy's  Lane  was  fought,  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  which  was  owned  by  Ebenezer  Skinner, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Perry.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.    Farwell,  after    their    marriage,    in   Monroe 
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County,  N.  Y.,  coTitimied  to  reside  near  the  town  of 
Wheatland  about  ten  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Fulton  County,  Ohio,  settling  in  Gorham  Town- 
ship, where  Mr.  F.  put  up  the  first  house.  He  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  in  common  with  the  pio- 
neers now  began  farming,  having  taken  up  a  trac;t 
of  320  acres  from  the  Government.  He  also  worked 
at  his  trade  until  his  land  began  to  yield  sufficient 
returns.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Far  well  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  namely  :  Phila,  Edwin,  Dolly  A., 
Elizabeth,  David,  Jane,  Amanda  and  her  twin  sis- 
ter, who  died  in  infancy,  Ellen,  Scott,  and  a  twin 
brother  who  died  in  infancy. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  there  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Hiram,  Esther,  Charles  Mortimer, 
Abel  L.,  Henry  L.  and  David;  the  last  two  twins. 
David  died  when  fifteen  months  old;  Hiram  and 
Esther  died  upon  the  same  day,  with  cliolora  infan- 
tum, at  the  ages  of  ^ye  and  three  years  respectively  ; 
Charles  M.  married  Miss  Rose  Palmer,  and  is  carry- 
ing on  farming  in  Weight  Township,  Hillsdale 
County;  they  have  two  children — Inez  and  Ray. 
Abel  L.,  also  a  resident  of  Wright  Township,  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  Garland,  and  they  have  two  children 
— Clarence  and  Lee;  Henry  married  Miss  Etta 
Blanchard,  and  resides  at  the  homestead. 

Mr.  Perry,  politically,  is  a  decided  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight 
years.  He  has  been  Highway  Commissioner  and 
Town  Treasurer,  and  served  upon  the  petit  jury  a 
number  of  times. 


-*■ 


RANKLIN  F.  PALMER,  senior  partner  of 
the  firm  of  Palmer  &  Son,  dealers  in  hard- 
ware, Hudson,  Mich.,  has  a  reputation 
throughout  the  country  as  a  reliable  and  successful 
business  man.  The  firm  carries  a  good  stock,  and 
is  well  patronized  not  only  here,  but  by  people  from 
other  towns.  Mr.  Palmer  was  born  in  Walworth, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1830,  and  his  father, 
Fenner  Palmer,  was  born  in  Granville,  AYashington 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  5,  1799.  In  1824  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Wayne  County,  and  there  married 
Julia  Ann  Godard,  a  native  of  Vermont. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  remained  residents  of 


Wayne  County  until  1832,  when  they  decided  to 
remove  to  Michigan  with  their  family,  that  they 
might  take  advantage  of  the  cheap  land  which 
could  be  purchased  from  the  Government  at  a 
merely  nominal  price  in  the  newly  and  sparsely  set- 
tled regions  of  Lenawee  County.  The  first  part  of 
their  journey  was  made  on  the  waters  of  Erie  Canal 
to  Ikiffalo,  and  thence  on  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit.  At 
the  latter  i)lace  Mr.  Palmer  hired  an  ox-team  to 
convey  his  family  and  their  possessions  to  Lenawee 
County,  whither  his  brother  John  had  preceded  him 
the  year  before;  and  in  his  log  cabin  with  his  fam- 
ily, Mr.  Palmer  and  his  family  made  their  home 
until  he  could  construct  a  similar  habitation  on  his 
own  land,  which  his  brother  had  selected  for  him  in 
Ridgeway  Township,  and  had  entered  for  him  from 
the  Government.  Tliis  land,  on  which  Britton  Sta- 
tion now  stands,  was  two  miles  from  the  home  of 
any  other  human  being,  and  in  order  to  get  to  it 
he  had  to  follow  a  trail  marked  by  blazed  trees. 
When  he  built  his  cabin  other  pionecirs  came  from 
six  or  eight  miles  away  to  help  him  in  its  erection. 
Such  was  the  spirit  of  mutual  helpfulness  that  act- 
uated the  daily  lives  of  the  noble  pioneers  of  this 
country.  The  cabin  had  a  slab  floor,  a  shake  roof, 
and  a  door  fashioned  from  the  boxes  in  which  the 
household  goods  had  been  brought.  It  was  roughly 
constructed,  as  Mr.  Palmer  could  afford  neither 
time  nor  means  to  finish  it  very  elaborately,  and 
the  children  lying  in  bed  at  night,  could  gaze 
through  the  wide  cracks,  and  watch  the  stars  in 
their  courses. 

Fenner  Palmer  cleared  sixty  acres  of  his  land  and 
tilled  it  with  much  profit  for  fourteen  years,  then 
sold  it  at  a  good  price  and  removed  to  Ransom, 
Hillsdale  County,  where  he  bought  200  acres  of 
timbered  land.  He  was  then  in  ill  health,  and  his 
sons  attended  to  the  removal  of  the  timber  and  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  when  Mr.  Palmer 
finally  disposed  of  it  in  1866,  it  was  a  fine  large 
farm  and  well  cultivated.  He  then  removed  to 
Lenawee  County  and  bought  a  farm  in  Macon 
Township,  on  which  he  resided  five  or  six  years, 
then  selling  it  he  came  to  Hudson  and  lived  in  re- 
tirement, having  accumulated  a  competency.  There, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  which  had  been  pro- 
cured by  his  own  judicious  management  and  hard 
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labor,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  respect  and  trust 
of  his  neighbors,  he  passed  away  from  the  sceii.es  of 
earth  July  10,  1886.  He  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he 
had  been  a  nieml)er  for  fifty-four  years.  He  always 
tooli  an  interest  in  politics,  and  became  a  member 
of  the  Republican  party  on  its  organization,  having 
been  a  Whig  prior  to  that.  His  wife,  a  most  esti- 
mable lady,  retains  her  home  in  Hudson,  although 
she  spends  most  of  her  time  with  her  children. 
To  them  were  born  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  Franklin  F.,  Sevilla  E.,  Charles 
G.,  Mary  C,  John  B.,  George  Rodney,  Oliver  11. 
and  Benjamin  D.  Sevilla  married  John  Henry,  and 
lives  on  the  home  farm  in  Macon ;  Charles  owns  the 
homestead  in  Ransom.  Hillsdale  County ;  Mary  mar- 
ried E.  W.  Rose,  and  lives  at  Grand  Crossing,  111.; 
John  lives  in  Hudson;  George  Rodney  died  in  Man- 
chester, Mich. ;  Oliver  lives  in  Petersburg,  Monroe 
Co.,  Mich.,  and  Benjamin  lives  in   St.    John,   Mich. 

Franklin  F.  Palmer,  of  this  sketch,  was  but  two 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Michigan,  and 
as  he  grew  up  witnessed  the  development  and 
growth  of  the  county  from  the  forest  primeval, 
where  for  years-  wild  deer  and  other  game  roamed 
at  will,  to  its  present  highly  civilized  condition. 
Here  he  grew  strong  and  vigorous,  nurtured  by 
wholesome  fare  and  the  healthful  outdoor  exercise 
necessitated  by  work  on  the  farm,  and  the  pleasures 
of  hunting  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other  game,  which 
he  enjoyed  in  common  with  other  boj^s  of  his  day, 
as  he  became  a  hunter  as  soon  as  he  was  large 
enough  to  shoulder  a  gun.  He  was  of  great  assist- 
ance to  his  father  in  clearing  his  land  and  farming, 
and  he  remained  thus  engaged  until  his  marriage,  in 
July,  1851,  in  his  twenty-first  year,  with  Miss  Mary 
J.  Hannibal,  a  native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y. 

This  important  step  in  his  life  made  it  necessary 
to  establish  a  home,  and  accordingly  our  subject 
contracted  to  clear  ten  acres  of  land,  receiving  as 
pay  forty  acres  heavily  timbered.  He  built  a 
log  house  on  his  own  land,  and  in  that  humble 
dwelling  he  and  his  young  bride  bravely  began  life 
together,  mutually  assisting  and  encouraging  each 
other  in  their  work.  Mr.  Palmer  immediately  set 
^  to  work  with  great  energy  and  ambition  to  clear  his 
land,  but  his  unremitting   toil  was  too  much    for 
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him  ;  his  health  gave  out,  and  for  three  years  he  was 
sick  and  unable  to  do  anything.  After  he  recovered 
from  that  long  illness  he  went  to  Ransom  Center, 
and  opened  a  grocer\^  store  with  a  stock  valued  at 
1300,  having  bought  the  goods  on  time,  and  again 
commenced  the  up-hill  work  of  gaining  a  compe- 
tency. He  continued  there  in  that  business  until 
1865,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Hudson, 
and  established  himself  in  the  dry-goods  trade. 
Later  he  exchanged  his  stock  of  goods  and  store 
for  a  farm  of  220  acres  in  Jackson  Count}^  He  did 
not  settle  on  that  farm,  however,  but  soon  ex- 
changed it  for  a  stock  of  hardware,  and  a  house  and 
lot  in  Hudson,  and  since  then,  in  company  with  his 
son  Durvin  D.,  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness man,  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  increasing 
trade. 

To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Palmer  have  been  born  three 
children — Durvin  D.,  Maud  Alzina  and  Eva  D. 
Durvin  D.  married  Miss  Martha  Nichols;  Maud  is 
the  wife  of  James  Colville,  and  lives  in  Rockford, 
111.,  while  Eva  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
Palmer  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  1 8,  R.  A.  M.,  Hills- 
dale, Mich.  He  and  his  family  are  agreeable,  pleas- 
ant people,  and  occupy  a  high  place  in  social  circles 
in  this  community. 
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)URTON  KENT,  ex-Surveyor  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  city  of 
Adrian,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  the  town  of  Londonderry,  July  24, 
His  father,  Hon.  Richard  Kent,  was  born  in 
Newburyport,  Mass..  Oct.  30,  1786,  and  was  the 
son  of  Mariner  and  Sarah  Kent,  of  Newburyport. 
Mariner  Kent  was  the  son  of  Richard  Kent,  Jr.,  and 
grandson  of  Richard  Kent,  Sr.,  of  England.  He 
was  born  Aug.  14,  1757,  and  moved  to  London- 
derry, N.  H.,  in  1798,  where  he  died  Dec.  7,  1842; 
his  wife,  Sarah  Kent,  died  the  same  year.  Richard 
Kent,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1710,  married  Miss  Hannah 
Norton,  of  Boston,  in  1734,  and  died  at  Newbury- 
port, in  1794;  his  wife,  Mrs.  Hannah  Kent,  died  in 
1790. 

Burton  Kent's  father,  Richard  Kent,  was  brought 
up  a  farmer,  but  received  a  good  education,  being 
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a  graduate  of  the  Londonderry  Academy.  He 
taught  school  for  several  years,  and  at  intervals 
practiced  surveying.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  farm 
about  two  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Londonderry, 
and  it  was  there  that  he  i-eared  his  family.  About 
the  year  1809  he  married  Miss  Lois,  daughter  of 
David  and  Nancy  Ella,  of  Londonderry,  who  was 
born  in  that  place,  April  1,  1788,  and  died  in 
Adrian,  Mich.,  Feb.  5,  1876.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  place,  and  her  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Fisher,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  1740,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his 
age. 

Richard  Kent  and  family  moved  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in  1835, 
locating  two  miles  west  of  Adrian,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  also  undertook  the  survey- 
ing required  in  his  neighborhood  and  various  parts 
of  Lenawee  County.  He  remained  on  this  farm 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1867. 
At  the  time  of  the  removal  of  our  subject's  parents 
to  Michigan,  there  were  six  children,  all  of  whom 
accompanied  them  except  one  son,  who  stopped  in 
Cincinnati.  Of  these  children,  Burton  Kent  was 
the  second  son,  and  was  twenty  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  Michigan.  He  was  educated  princi- 
pally in  his  native  State,  first  in  the  common  schools 
and  afterward  at  Pinkerton  Academy,  one  of  the 
best  endowed  institutions  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. After  completing  his  term  at  this  academy, 
he  engaged  in  teaching,  and  after  his  arrival  in  Len- 
awee County,  he  taught  several  terms  at  Hudson 
and  other  places.  He  acquired  a  knowledge  of  en- 
gineering and  surveying  under  the  instructions  of 
his  father,  who  was  considered  one  of  the  best  en- 
gineers in  the  county,  and  performed  service  in 
that  line  during  the  twenty  years  of  his  residence 
in  Lenaw^ee  County.  Our  subject  served  as  County 
Surveyor  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  no  line 
of  his  establishment  has  ever  been  set  aside  or  re- 
located. Mr.  Kent  carried  on  farming  until  he  was 
about  forty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  retired  from 
that  occupation,  although  he  owned  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  county,  consisting  of  ninety-two 
acres,  on  which  are  good  buildings. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1 844,  Mr.  Kent  was 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  A.,  daughter  of  Thomas 


B.  and  Ruth  B.  Palmer,  natives  of  Masonville, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  This  marriage  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  children — Augustus  P.  and 
Eleanor  E.  Augustus  P.  was  born  May  19,  1847, 
and  is  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Daily  and 
Weekly  Review,  of  Elkhart,  Ind. ;  he  is  a  graduate 
of  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y.  Eleanor  E.  was  born 
in  Adrian,  Nov.  9,  18o2,  and  is  the  wife  of  Augus- 
tus E.  Curtis,  the  Principal  of  the  city  High  School, 
of  Adrian,  who  formerly  held  for  eight  years  the 
same  position  in  the  High  School  of  Saginaw  City. 
Our  subject  was  a  Democrat  until  1860,  at  which 
time  he  joined  the  Republican  party,  and  has  since 
been  affiliated  with  it. 


^(^\AN  R.  MILLER.  This  cheerful  and  com- 
W^  panionable  old  gentleman,  for  a  period  of 
^/  forty-four  years  a  resident  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Lenawee 
County.  Though  his  form  is  bent  and  his  hands 
rugged  from  his  struggles  with  the  soil  of  the  un- 
cultivated region  to  which  he  came  in  the  morning 
of  his  manhood,  neither  age  nor  labor  has  soured 
the  bright  and  courageous  spirit  wliich  made  its  ad- 
vent into  this  section  of  country  when  such  an 
element  was  most  needed.  Mr.  Miller  has  had  an 
experience  which,  if  fully  illustrated,  would  fill  a 
volume;  and  both  young  and  old  can  always  derive 
pleasure  and  profit  by  spending  an  hour  at  his  fire- 
side and  listening  to  his  tales  of  early  life  in  South- 
ern Michigan. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
29,  1819,  and  is  of  Irish  extraction,  his  ancestors 
having  come  from  the  North  of  Ireland  in  1719, 
with  a  colony  of  over  100  families,  mostly  Presby- 
terians, and  settling  in  Londonderry,  N.  H.  They 
introduced  the  foot  spinning-wheel,  the  manufacture 
of  linen  and  the  culture  of  potatoes.  His  father, 
John  Miller,  was  born  in  Londonderry,  in  1783, 
and  lived  in  the  Old  Granite  State  until  the  break- 
ing  out  of  the  War  of  1812,  wiien  he  enlisted"  as  a 
soldier,  and  served  as  Orderly  Sergeant  until  its 
close.  He  had,  however,  been  doing  military  duty 
since  1808,  and  was  once  seriously  wounded  by  a 
buckshot.     After  the  w^ar  he  settled  in  Plattsburg, 
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N.  v.,  mid  followed  liis  trnde  of  stone-cutter  on 
the  locks  of  the  Erie  Canal.  After  a  brief  residence 
in  the  city  of  Albany  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  on  section  3(),  in  Raisin  Township,  building 
up  a  comfortable  home,  where  his  death  took  place 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1857,  when  he  was  seventy- 
five  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood 
da^^s  was  Miss  Matilda  Hilliard,  became  the  wife  of 
John  Miller  in  1818.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Miner  and  Abigail  Hilliard,  of  Danby,  Rutland 
Co.,  Vt.,  the  former  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  received  a  Captain's  commission  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Ruth  Hill,  a  cousin  of  the  celebrated 
Ethan  Allen.  Capt.  Hilliard  after  the  war  returned 
to  his  native  State  of  A^ermont  and  there  spent  tlie 
balance  of  his  days.  His  daughter  Matilda  was 
born  in  Danby,  in  1795,  and  coming  to  this  county 
with  her  husband,  John  Miller,  snrvived  him 
twenty-one  years,  her  death  taking  place  on  the 
24th  of  Angust,  1878. 

Van  R.  Miller  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
when  a  boy  of  eleven  years,  and  began  to  earn  his 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  He  engaged  at 
farm  work,  and  has  followed  that  vocation  now  for 
a  period  of  over  fifty  years.  When  a  youth  of 
nineteen  he  left  his  native  town  and  went  over  into 
the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  locating  near 
Norwich,  in  Oxford  County,  and  not  long  after- 
ward made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Phebe  West? 
to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  28th  of  November' 
1842.  In  the  spring  of  1844  he  purchased  an  ox- 
team,  and  gathering  together  his  family  and  per- 
sonal effects,  wended  his  way  around  by  London 
down  to  Port  Sarnia,  and  thence  over  the  old  State 
road  to  Ann  Arbor,  this  State,  landing  in  Raisin 
Township,  this  county,  ten  days  later.  Here  he 
traded  his  wagon  and  oxen  for  forty  acres  of  tim  - 
ber  land,  giving  $50  "  to  boot,"  and  at  once  began 
the  erection  of  a  log  cabin  of  which  the  family  took 
possession,  and  then  commenced  the  task  of  cutting 
the  heavy  timber  around  him.  This  in  the  wet 
season  was  nearly  under  water,  and  many  a  man 
would  have  been  dismayed  at  the  task  before  him. 
Mr.  Miller,  however,  '4iad  come  to  stay,"  and  he 
determined  to  conqueror  give  up  his  life  in  the  at- 
tempt.    A  few  years  of  this  arduous  toil   brought 


its  results,  and  in  due  time  he  had  quite  a  respect- 
able little  farm  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Miller  accomplished  a  vast  amount  of  work 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  and  besides  the  labors 
around  his  cabin  home,  assisted  in  building  most  of 
the  bridges  of  the  township,  and  contributed  to  the 
expense  of  ditching  and  improving  the  roads.  He 
served  as  Highway  (Commissioner  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship for  fifteen  consecutive  years,  and  being  a  man 
in  whom  the  community  had  perfect  confidence, 
was  called  to  various  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Benjamin  West,  of  Norwich,  Canada,  and  was  born 
there  on  the  7th  of  March,  1824.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  14,  1782, 
and  died  in  Raisin  Township,  this  county,  in 
November,  1858.  Her  mother  was  a  native  of 
Elba,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  Sept.  27, 
1789 ;  she  also  spent  her  last  years  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, her  death  taking  place  in  February,  1849, 
Mrs.  Phebe  Miller  was  a  most  excellent  and  amiable 
lady,  greatly  beloved  by  her  husband  and  friends, 
from  whom  she  was  removed  by  death,  Sept.  7, 
1886,  when  sixty -two  and  one-half  years  old.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  were  born  five 
children,  namely:  John  H.,  Charles  W.,  Emily  M., 
Hiram  L.  and  Mary  A. 

John  H.  Miller,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
during  the  late  war  served  as  a  soldier  in  Com- 
pany B,  18th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  died  of  small- 
pox in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  15,  1863,  when  a  lit- 
tle over  twenty  years  of  age;  Emily  is  the  wife  of 
L.  V.  Judson,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship; Hiram  L.,  also  a  soldier,  and  in  the  11th 
Michigan  Cavalry,  died  of  measles  at  Lexington, 
Ky.,  Feb.  25,  1864,  lacking  two  days  of  being 
sixteen  years  of  age;  Mary  A.  is  at  home.  Charles 
W.  Miller,  the  second  son  of  our  subject,  has  known 
no  other  home  than  this  county,  his  birth  having 
taken  place  in  Raisin  Township  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1845.  Flere  he  spent  his  boyhood  days  and  has 
been  content  to  remain  thus  far,  having  now  a  good 
home  on  section  35,  comprising  fifty  acres  of  land 
with  good  buildings.  He  inherited  the  sturdy  in- 
dustry and  resolute  character  of  his  father,  and  by 
well-applied  industry  has  now  a  snug  property.    On 
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the  29th  of  August,  18G9,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Edna  Ingersoll,  who  was  born  in  Hillsdale  County, 
Feb.  21,  1852,  and  is  the  daughter  of  J.  E.  and 
Maria  (Hammond)  Ingersoll,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  whence  they  came  to  Michigan  before  their 
marriage.  The}^  subsequently  located  in  Palmyra 
Township  where  they  now^  reside.  (See  sketch  of 
J.  E.  Ingersoll.)  Mrs.  M.  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  when  her  parents  removed  from  Hillsdale 
County,  and  remained  with  them  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  now  the  mother  of  four  children:  Albert  E., 
born  Oct.  5,  1871;  Elmer  G.,  March  9,  1873; 
Earnest  L.,  June  27,  1880;  and  a  daughter  not 
named,  born  March  4,  1888.  With  the  exception 
of  four  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have,  since  their 
marriage,  lived  upon  the  farm  which  they  now^  oc- 
cupy. 


^f^.  ICHARD  DeGREENE.  Had  an  indolent  and 
||LJ!^'  irresponsible  man  come  into  possession  of 
^IpAl  the  fine  tract  of  land  occupied  by  the  sub- 
w^  ject  of  this  sketch,  the  result  of  its  culti- 
vation would  probably  have  been  vastly  different 
from  that  w^hich  is  now  presented  to  the  eye.  Here 
we  now  have  a  complete  homestead  with  all  the  evi- 
dences of  thrift  and  prosperity  which  are  so  pleas- 
ant to  look  upon  and  which  have  been  accom- 
plished only  by  persevering  industry.  It  comprises 
165  acres  of  land,  and  is  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
tions 5,  6  and  7,  in  Rollin  Township. 

Mr.  DeGreene  is  the  offspring  of  a  fine  old  En- 
glish family  belonging  to  the  better  classes  of  York- 
shire, and  is  the  son  of  Ralph  N.  and  Henrietta 
(Ness)  DeGreene,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  upon 
their  native  soil.  The  father  was  a  banker  in  good 
circumstances  and  died  in  the  city  of  Malton,  aged 
about  sixty-eight  years,  while  the  mother  survived 
her  husband,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Rich- 
ard received  a  good  education  and  was  carefully 
reared  in  the  religious  faith  of  the  Church  of  En- 
gland, of  which  his  parents  w^ere  devoted  members 
and  to  which  he  still  adheres.  Upon  completing 
his  education,  he  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
America. 

Mr.  DeGreene  was  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  having  been  born 


•►•»-#^ 


in  October,  1813.  Upon  landing  in  New  York  Cit}^ 
he  made  his  way  directly  to  Southern  Michigan 
and  purchased  first  forty  acres  of  land  in  Rollin 
Township,  upon  which  he  labored  six  years,  when 
he  sold  on  t  and  purchased  another  farm,  to  which 
he  subsequently  added  and  cleared  the  greater  por- 
tion himself.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he 
worked  early  and  late  through  summer  and  winter, 
and  from  comparatively  nothing  to  begin  with, 
made  his  way  up  to  a  good  position  among  the 
other  w^ell-to-do  men  of  Lenawee  County.  He  had 
no  horses  for  several  years,  the  clearing  of  the  land 
and  cultivation  of  the  soil  being  accomplished  by 
the  aid  of  oxen. 

Mr.  DeGreene  wisely  refrained  from  taking  upon 
himself  the  responsibilities  of  a  family  until  he  was 
assured  that  he  could  provide  comfortably  for  them. 
In  1842  he  judged  that  he  had  reached  this  point, 
and  accordingly  in  the  spring  of  thatj^ear  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hathaway,  a  native  of  Berk- 
shire Count}^,  Mass.,  who  came  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1834,  where  her  fa- 
ther, James  Hathaway,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Rollin  Township.  He  cleared  a  good  farm  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  He  had  mar- 
ried, in  the  Bay  State,  Miss  Dorothy  Bower  man,  a 
native  of  his  own  county,  who  survived  her  hus- 
band many  years  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six.  They  were  Quakers  in  religious  belief, 
as  is  also  their  daughter,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeGreene  commenced  housekeep- 
ing in  a  modest  dwelling  and  in  due  time  became 
the  parents  of  four  children.  The  eldest,  a  son, 
Norman,  was  born  in  1843,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years;  Albert,  born  in  1847,  was  accidentally 
killed  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  left  a 
widow  and  two  children ;  one  of  these,  a  son,  makes 
his  home  with  his  grandfather,  our  subject.  Emma 
was  born  in  1850,  and  became  the  wife  of  Edwin 
Wilson,  who  is  a  contractor  on  the  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
road ;  they  have  four  children  living.  Mary  was 
born  in  1852,  married  John  Sorby,  of  Addison,  and 
they  have  five  children  living  and  one  deceased. 
The  children  have  received  the  advantages  of  a 
good  education,  being  educated  at  the  Raisin  Val- 
ley Seminary  and  the  Addison  graded  schools. 

Mr.  DeGreene  after  becoming  a  naturalized  citi- 
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zeii,  identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party 
and  has  since  given  to  it  his  honest  and  conscien- 
tious support.  He  bears  the  reputation  of  being  an 
unquestionably  honest  man,  and  in  all  respects  a 
good  citizen. 
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^  OHN  BELAND  took  up  his  residence  in  Ma- 
i  con  Township  in  1854,  shortly  after  his  mar- 
riage in  Mercer  County,  Pa.  Flis  farm  is 
pleasantly  situated  below  the  ridge,  which  is 
recognized  by  the  residents  of  that  locality  as  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  portions  of  Lenawee  County. 
At  the  time  Mr.  B.  settled  here  there  were  no  neigh- 
bors nearer  than  a  mile  and  the  land  had  been  com- 
paratively little  cultivated. 

Mr.  Beland  first  purchased  twenty  acres  of  land 
on  section  22,  Macon  Township,  to  which  he  after- 
w^ard  added  at  two  different  times  forty  acres,  so 
that  he  now  has  a  snug  farm  of  100  acres,  the  most 
of  which  is  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  made  it  a  point  to  live  within  his  income,  and 
has  effected  one  improvement  after  another  as  fast 
as  he  could  pay  for  them,  until  he  has  now  a  neat 
and  substantial  residence,  a  good  barn  and  all  the 
necessary  out-buildings.  He  has  been  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  attending  to  his  own  concerns,  living  the 
life  of  a  quiet,  inoffensive  citizen,  enjoying  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  uni- 
formly voting  the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  little  Kingdom  of 
Bavaria,  Nov.  7,  1823,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  His  father,  also  John  Beland,  was  a 
farmer  of  modest  means  and  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Bavaria.  He  had  married  in  early  manhood  Miss 
Theodora  Krenseng,  who  also  was  born  and  died  in 
the  same  Province  as  her  husband.  The  father  was 
sixty- three  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death,  while 
the  mother  survived  her  husband  many  years,  her 
death  taking  place  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
eight  years.  They  were  Lutherans  in  religion,  and 
people  who  commanded  the  respect  of  their  friends 
and  neighbors. 

Mr.  Beland  was  the  third  child  and  eldest  son 
of  the  parental  family,  which  included  seven  chil- 
dren, and  is  the  only  one  who  came  to  the  United 


States,  and  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  fam- 
ily. He  remained  in  his  own  country  until  thirty 
years  of  age  and  set  out,  in  1853,  to  seek  liis  fort- 
une in  a  country  which  promised  more  to  the  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  man  tlian  he  could  hope 
to  obtain  in  his  native  Bavaria.  He  embarked  on  a 
sailing-vessel  at  Bremen,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
forty-three  days  landed,  April  21,  in  New  York 
City.  He  did  not  remain  long  in  the  metropolis, 
however,  but  made  his  way  to  Mercer  County,  Pa., 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  and  re- 
mained in  that  locality  seventeen  months.  In  the 
meantime  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Cath- 
arine Denninger,  and  they  were  married  April  21, 
1854. 

Mrs.  Patterson  was  also  a  native  of  Bavaria  where 
she  was  born  Sept.  7,  1829,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  upon  the  same  vessel  with  her  husband.  They 
remained  in  Pennsylvania  until  the  fall  of  1854, 
then  removed  to  Southern  Michigan  and  have  since 
been  residents  of  Macon  Township.  Their  family 
included  eight  children,  namely:  Maggie,  Eva, 
Anna,  Lizzie,  Henry,  Fred,  Adam  and  John  W. 
Their  eldest  daughter,  Maggie,  became  the  wife  of 
John  Gettz,  of  Saginaw  City,  and  died  Aug.  28, 
1884,  leaving  two  children — Frederick  and  Henry. 
The  eldest  son  of  our  subject  married  Miss  Ida 
Martin  and  is  operating  a  farm  in  Macon  Township. 
The  familj^  are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Beland  officiates  as  Trustee. 


^i)=^^„ 


^/  ACOB  FINGER.  A  brief  sketch  of  the  life 
of  this  gentleman  shows  what  may  be  ac- 
complished by  courageous  industry  and  per- 
severance, if  combined  with  good  judgment- 
Mr.  Finger  is  a  self-made  man,  having  started  in 
life  a  poor  boy,  and  by  his  own  energetic  spirit  has 
worked  his  way,  unaided,  to  his  present  prosperous 
condition. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  is  the  son  of  a 
farmer  and  was  born  in  Taghkanick,  Columbia  Coi, 
N.  Y.,  March  17, 1820.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and 
Christiana  (Traver)  Finger,  both  thought  to  be  also 
natives  of  Columbia  County,  where  their  lives  were 
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spent.  His  paternal  orandfatlier,  John  Finger,  spent 
his  last  years  at  Ta^hkanick,  the  birthplace  of  our 
sulijeet.  Mr.  Finger  was  reared  in  his  native  town 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  meanwhile 
assisting  his  father  in  his  labors  on  the  farm  until 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  was  ambitious  and  anxious 
to  become  independent,  and  was  therefore  willing 
to  do  anything  his  hands  could  find  to  do.  He  se- 
cured a  position  as  a  farm  laborer,  for  which  lie  re- 
ceived at  first  less  than  $6  a  month.  He  was  active 
and  industrious,  and  as  his  strength  and  stature  in- 
creased, so  did  his  wages,  until  he  reab'zed  the  then 
munificent  recompense  of  |18  per  month.  He  ex- 
pended his  money  judiciously,  and  in  a  few  3rears 
had  accumulated  sufficient  property  to  support  a 
wife  comfortably.  On  the  7th  of  November,  1840i 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Schutz,  a  native  of 
Livingston,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Mary  (Coen)  Schutz,  and  grand-daughter 
of  John  Coen. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finger  removed  to 
Dutchess  County,  where  the}''  remained  four  years, 
and  then  returning  to  Columbia  County  they  re- 
mained but  a  short  time  before  removing  to  New 
Jersey,  where  he  rented  a  farm  for  six' months,  but 
not  being  satisfied  he  removed  to  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  the  next  eighteen 
months.  The  next  year  he  spent  in  Columbia 
County,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Dutchess 
County,  remaining  there  until  1866,  when  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Michigan.  Here  he  bought  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  32,  in  Riga  Township. 
Twelve  acres  of  land  had  been  cleared,  and  on  the 
place  was  a  small  log  house  into  which  he  moved 
with  his  family  and  lived  a  year  and  a  half.  Then 
having  an  opportunity  to  sell  to  advantage  he  sold 
this  farm  and  bought  another  heavily  timbered,  on 
section  1  of  the  fractional  part  of  Riga  Township, 
which  he  now  owns.  He  built  what  is  called  a 
frame  log  house,  weather-boarded,  and  a  good 
frame  barn.  He  now  has  forty  acres  of  the  land  in 
a  fine,  tillable  condition,  and  in  1882  he  bought  a 
place  just  across  the  road  from  this  homestead,  in 
which  he  is  now  living,  the  homestead  being  occu- 
pied by  his  son. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finger  have  been  born  three 
children,  two  of  wdiom  are  now    living,  namely: 


Mnrgaret,  wife  of  Adelbert  Lewis,  of  Riga  Town- 
ship, and  Ellis,  who  is  living  on  the  homestead. 
Franklin  w^as  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov. 
28,  1842,  joined  the  7th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  died  in  the  service  Aug.  14, 1864.  Politically, 
Mr.  Finger  is  a  Republican  and  a  firm  believer  in 
the  principles  of  that  party ;  religiously,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  God,  while  socially,  he  fulfills 
all  the  obligations  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citi- 
zen. He  has  always  been  a  great  reader  and  an  in- 
telligent thinker,  and  can  unhesitatingly  give  the 
reasons  for  his  beliefs,  politicall}^  and  otherwise. 


^j^^  LISHA  EDDY  is  a  pioneer  settler  of  Lenawee 
IW]  County  who  witnessed  its  growth  to  its  pres- 
/ILs^  ent  splendid  development,  and  has  played 
no  insignificant  part  in  the  long  and  arduous  strug- 
gle which  was  necessary  in  subduing  the  wilderness 
to  a  condition  of  successful  husbandry.  Mr.  Eddy 
very  early  in  life  was  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  it  devolved  upon  his  own  head  and 
hands  to  carve  out  the  fortune  of  life.  No  page 
in  this  Albuim  is  more  cheerfully  given  than  this 
one,  on  which  is  recorded  the  evidence  that  what- 
ever he  found  to  do  he  did  it  with  all  his  might, 
and  has  reaped  the  inevitable  reward  which  comes 
to  industry,  economy,  good  management,  and  that 
integrity  and  honesty  which  must  be  the  basis  of 
all  permanent  success.  In  his  sixty-third  year  Mr. 
Eddy  can,  with  a  clear  conscience,  look  back  over 
a  life's  work  without  self-reproach,  and  with  much 
gratification. 

Elisha  Eddy  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1824.  His  father,  John  Eddy, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  his  grandfather  w^as 
also  a  native  of  the  Bay^  State,  whence  he  migrated 
to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  early  settlement  of 
that  county.  He  bought  timbered  land,  w^hicli  he 
cleared  and  cultivated  for  many  years,  and  died 
there.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Baker,  also  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.  The  father  of  Mr.  Eddy  grew  to 
manhood  in  New  York  State  with  his  parents,  and 
married    in    Wayne    County.     He   bought   timber 
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lands  which  he  cleared  and  reduced  to  cultivation, 
and  resided  there  until  1832,  when  he  disposed  of 
his  farm  and  started  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
coming  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Lakes 
to  Monroe,  and  then  overland  to  Lenawee  Coiuity. 
He  joined  friends  in  Fairfield  Township,  and  re- 
mained with  them  until  he  selected  a  location.  He 
soon  bought  110  acres  of  land  on  section  81,  in 
Blissfield  Township,  of  which  about  eight  acres 
were  cleared,  and  contained  a  log  house  and  a  log 
barn.  He  removed  his  family  here  in  1832,  and 
here  continued  to  live  until  April,  1849,  when  he 
died  in  his  fifty-first  year. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  Mary  Barnhart.  She  w^as  born 
in  Burlington  County,  N.  J.,  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1800,  and  her  father,  William  Barnhart,  was  born  in 
the  same  State,  while  her  grandfather,  Jacob  Barn- 
hart, was  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  a  young  man  and  settled  in  New  Jersey. 
He  removed  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
joined  his  son  and  spent  the  last  days  of  his  life. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Eddy  was  married  in  New 
Jersey  to  Sarah  Brown,  a  native  of  that  State,  and 
of  German-English  descent.  He  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  about  1810,  where  he  improved  the 
farm,  and  made  a  home  until  his  death.  He  was 
the  father  of  six  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child  in 
his  father's  family,  and  though  but  a  little  lad  when 
he  came  to  Lenawee  County  with  his  parents,  re- 
members well  the  incidents  of  pioneer  life,  and 
when  deer,  wolves,  bears,  wild  turkeys  and  other 
game  were  plentiful.  His  father's  log  cabin  had  a 
large  open  fireplace,  in  which  all  the  cooking  was 
done  for  years,  as  in  those  days  on  the  frontier 
stoves  were  unknown.  As  soon  as  Elisha  was  large 
enough,  he  began  to  assist  in  the  work  upon  the 
farm,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  after  the 
death  of  his  father.  In  October,  1851,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  Crockett,  who  was  born  in  Huron, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1830, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Crockett  (see 
sketch  of  John  Crockett).  During  the  first  year 
after  marriage  they  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
then  purchased  100  acres  of  land  on  section  10,  in 
pr     Ogden  Township,  of  which  twelve  acres  were  im- 
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proved,  and  contained  a  log  house  into  which  they 
moved.  He  cleared  about  forty  acres  and  lived 
upon  his  farm  for  seven  years,  then  sold  it  and 
bought  113  acres  on  section  3  of  the  same  town- 
ship, upon  which  he  erected  good  buildings  and 
lived  until  1882,  when  he  leased  the  place  to  other 
parties  and  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  now  owns  and  occupies.  In  March,  1886,  his 
dwelling  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  on  the  ruins  of 
the  old  he  erected  his  present  residence,  which  is  a 
commodious  building,  and  contains  all  the  modern 
conveniences  of  a  farm  house. 

Mr.  Eddy  in  his  political  affiliations  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  Republican  party,  and  whatever  at- 
tention he  gives  to  politics  is  in  the  interest  of  that 
party.  He  is  remarkably  well  situated,  both  in 
respect  to  the  number  of  acres  and  the  quality  of 
improvements  on  each  of  his  farms.  The  remainder 
of  his  life  will  be  spent  in  ease  and  comfort,  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  accumulations  of  years  gone 
bv. 


eAPT.  SPENCER  RUSSELL,  a  well-informed 
and  successful  agriculturist  of  Lenawee 
_^.  County,  is  a  descendant  of  a  worthy  and 
noted  New  England  family,  his  grandfather,  John 
Russell,  being  a  native  of  that  part  of  the  countr}^, 
though  he  spent  his  last  years  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  whither  he  had  removed  in  the  early  days  of 
its  settlement.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years 
and  died  in  Clyde,  Ohio,  in  the  one  hundredth  year 
of  her  age.  She  was  born  in  the  year  that  wit- 
nessed the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  the  patriotism  which  characterized  the 
people  of  that  time  has  been  transferred  to  her  de- 
scendants, losing  nothing  of  its  original  strength  in 
its  transmission.  Gen.  James  B.  McPherson,  who 
so  gallantly  gave  up  his  life  for  his  country  in  the 
hard-fought  battle  before  Atlanta,  which  occurred 
during  Sherman's  famous  march  to  the  sea,  was  her 
grandson,  and  when  the  monument  erected  in  Wash- 
ington to  commemorate  the  fallen  hero,  was  un- 
veiled, she  received  an  invitation  from  President 
Grant  to  be  present  at  the  exercises.  This  lady  was 
^ — — «— — ^ — .^p. 
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three  times  married ;  her  third  liusband,  Isaac  81o- 
ciim,  was  brother  to  Frances  Slocum,  wiio  was 
stolen  by  the  Indians  when  four  years  old,  and  was 
not  discovered  by  her  relatives  until  quite  an 
elderly  lady. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  Aug.  30, 1803, 
and  spent  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life  in  Hopewell 
Tow^iship,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  at  that  age,  hav- 
ing the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father,  he  was  bound 
out  to  a  farmer  in  Steuben  County,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then 
visited  Ohio,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  in 
York  Township,  Sandusky  County,  and  returning 
to  New  York,  worked  by  the  month  to  pay  for  the 
purchase.  Subsequently  he  married  Elizabeth  Beach, 
a  native  of  Ontario  County,  and  with  her  he  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  and  settling  on  his  land,  built  a 
log  house  in  which,  a  few  years  later,  our  subject 
was  born.  He  improved  a  farm  and  erected  good 
frame  buildings.  His  wife's  death  occiu-red  in  1852, 
but  he  continued  to  reside  there  until  1863,  when, 
being  elected  Judge  of  Probate,  he  removed  to 
Fremont;  his  death  occurred  in  Clyde,  Ohio,  in 
April,  1874. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  third  of  the 
eight  children  in  the  parental  family,  and  was  born 
in  Clyde,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  April  17,  1836.  He 
remained  there  until  manhood,  receiving  a  good 
public-school  education,  and  afterward  pursued  a 
course  of  study  at  Berea  College.  After  complet- 
ing his  education  he  taught  school  one  winter,  but 
he  has  made  agriculture  his  life  work.  Spencer 
Russell,  at  the  sound  of  the  war  crj',  enlisted  on  the 
10th  of  September,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Company 
A,  7 2d  Ohio  Infantry,  Capt.  Eaton  commanding. 
At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  elected  by  acclama- 
tion to  the  Second  Lieutenancy  and  a  short  time 
later  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant. After  the  siege  of  Corinth  lie  was  again 
promoted.  Captain  of  the  company,  but  on  account 
of  broken  health  he  was  compelled  to  resign,  which 
he  did  in  September,  1863. 

Capt.  Russell  resumed  operations  in  Sandusky 
County  until  1868,  Avhen  he  moved  to  Lenawee 
County  and  purchased  his  present  farm  on  section 
30,  Hudson  Township,  one-half  mile  from  the  vil- 
lage.    His  marriage  with  Ht^nnah   Sanford  was  sol- 


emnized Sept.  15,  1864.  Mrs.  Russell  was  born 
in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Elias  Sanford,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  born  in 
1818,  while  his  father,  Zachariah  Sanford,  was  born 
in  Saybrook,  Conn.  From  Connecticut  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  State,  and  settled  in  Genesee 
County,  and  from  there  removed  to  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  improved  a  farm  in  Town- 
send  Township,  where  his  death  occurred  in  the 
spring  of  1862. 

Mrs.  Russell's  father  died  when  only  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  He  married  Adeline  Stevens,  who 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  Feb.  8,  1826, 
and  is  now  living  in  Clyde,  Ohio.  She  was  for 
many  years  a  successful  teacher  in  Sandusky  County. 
Her  father,  Israel  Stevens,  was  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  her  grandfather,  Phineas  Stevens,  was 
a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Her  mother,  Hannah  McDowell,  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and  Gen.  McDowell,  of 
the  late  Civil  War,  was  a  direct  descendant  of  this 
family.  The  great-grandfather,  John  McDowell, 
was  the  first  Presbyterian  minister  to  preach  in 
Newfane,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Russell  received  her  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ohio,  and  that,  with  a  two-years 
course  at  the  Ohio  Female  Seminary,  at  College 
Hill,  six  miles  distant  from  Cincinnati,  completed 
her  technical  education.  She  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing from  the  time  she  left  the  district  school  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  until  her  entrance  to  the  sem- 
inary four  years  afterward,  and  one  year  after  mar- 
riage she  spent  in  the  same  pleasant  work.  Mrs. 
Russell  is  well  known  as  a  poetess  of  rare  power 
and  merit,  and  she  writes  for  her  own  pleasure,  and 
not  as  a  vocation.  Her  j)oems  have  had  a  wide  cir- 
culation, many  of  them  having  been  published  in 
-'St  Nicholas"  and  '^larper's  Magazine." 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  have  been  born  three 
children — James  McPherson,  Lucile  and  Spencer. 
The  daughter  is  now  attending  school  in  Ypsilanti; 
Spencer  is  learning  the  trade  of  machinist  and  is 
developing  considerable  musical  talent,  w^hile  James 
McP.  is  at  home  with  his  parents.  This  intelligent 
and  interesting  family  occupy  a  prominent  position 
in  the  community,  contributing  as  they  do  so 
largely  to  its  social,  moral  and  intellectual  develop- 
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ment.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  attendants 
and  supporters  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In 
politics,  Capt.  Spencer  Russell  is  a  Republican,  and 
socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  DeOolyer  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Hudson,  Mich. 

ylLLARD  CROCKETT  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  men  of  Ogden  Township,  and  living 
nearly  all  his  life  in  Lenawee  County,  has 
been  one  of  the  men  who  converted  it  from  a  wil- 
derness of  forest  trees  to  a  county  of  productive 
farms  and  prosperous  towns.  During  his  life  he  has 
always  been  active  and  industrious,  and  whatever 
he  found  necessary  to  do  in  the  work  of  making  a 
comfortable  home,  he  has  done  with  a  will.  In  his 
business  career  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of 
good  judgment,  as  well  as  of  fine  executive  ability. 
His  farm  is  on  section  26,  in  Ogden  Township. 

Mr.  Crockett  was  born  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1834,  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  sixth 
child  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Crockett  (see  sketch 
of  John  Crockett).  He  was  in  his  second  year 
when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and 
attended  the  first  school  ever  taught  in  this  section. 
This  school  was  in  a  log  house  furnished  in  the  most 
primitive  manner.  The  benches  were  made  of 
slabs,  in  which  holes  were  bored  and  pins  driven  in 
for  legs.  The  room  was  heated  by  a  large  fire- 
place, from  which  the  smoke  was  conducted  by  a 
chimney  made  of  sticks  and  mortar.  As  soon  as  he 
was  large  enough,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  work 
of  chopping  down  the  trees,  clearing  the  land  and 
tilling  the  soil.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
1853,  when,  concluding  to  go  to  California,  he  em- 
barked at  New  York,  and  going  by  the  way  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  arrived  at  San  Francisco  thirty 
days  after  starting.  He  went  directly  to  the  mines 
in  Sierra  County,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  until 
1859,  when  he  returned  and  located  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  he  farmed  about  seven  years,  and 
then  located  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies, 
consisting  of  120  acres,  seventy  of  which  are  cleared 
and  under  cultivation.  When  he  became  the  pur- 
chaser of  this  farm  it  was  entirel}^  covered  with 
tim]>ej'  and  stumps.     \h'  has  erected  good  and  com- 


fortable buildings  and  thoroughly  drained  the  land. 

In  1863  Mr.  Crockett  was  married  to  Hannah 
Rice,  who  was  born  in  Ogden  Township ;  they  have 
had  six  children — Addie,  Jennie,  Alva,  Clara,  Cas- 
sius  and  Russell.  Mrs.  Crockett's  father,  Samuel 
L.  Rice,  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his 
falhei'  was  Adam  Rice,  who  was  an  early  settler  in 
Seneca  County,  where  he  made  a  farm  and  resided 
until  his  death.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Crockett  grew 
to  manhood  in  Seneca  County,  and  resided  there 
until  1835,  when  he  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, and  settled  in  what  is  now  Ogden  Township. 
He  entered  Government  land  on  section  24,  and 
erected  a  log  house  in  which  he  and  his  wife  com- 
menced housekeeping,  and  where  he  was  a  resident 
until  his  death,  on  the  17th  of  July,  1884.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1834,  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Sebring, 
who  was  born  in  Lyons,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
18th  of  June,  1819,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Cor- 
nelius and  Elizabeth  Sebring,  natives  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  Her  parents  died  when  she  was 
quite  young,  and  she  was  reared  by  an  elder  sister, 
with  whom  she  came  to  Michigan  in  1835.  Mrs. 
Rice  still  resides  on  the  homestead. 

Although  it  has  required  many  years  of  toil,  sac- 
rifice and  privations,  to  bring  their  farm  to  its  pres- 
ent state  of  cultivation,  Mr.  and  Mrs  Crockett  never 
flagged  in  the  work  required,  and  they  have  the  sat- 
isfaction now  of  being  surrounded  by  all  the  com- 
forts of  life.  They  occupy  a  pleasant  home,  and 
the  buildings  for  the  shelter  of  their  stock  and  the 
storing  of  grain,  are  commodious  and  ample.  They 
are  surrounded  b}^  prosperous  and  intelligent  people, 
whose  esteem  they  enjoy  to  the  fullest  extent. 

D.  LANCASTER,  of  the  firm  of  Lancaster 
;^^  &  Co.,  dealers  in  gents'  furnishing  goods,  is 

at  present  located  on  the  north  side  of  Chi- 
cago street,  Clinton,  at  which  place  he  established 
in  business  in  May,  1887.  He  was  formerly  con- 
nected with  Mr.  Demuth,  who  has  been  in  the  gro- 
cery business  here  for  some  years. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  Bridgewater,  Washtenaw  County,  April  2, 
1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Denis  Lancaster,  who  c^ime 
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from  the  North  of  Ireland  when  eleven  years  of 
age.  He  had  lost  his  father  when  a  child,  and  after 
landing  in  America  he  lived  for  some  time  in  Can- 
ada, whence  he  removed  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and 
worked  on  the  Erie  Canal  for  fonrteen  years.  In 
December,  18.'>1,  he  came  to  Bildge water  Township, 
Washtenaw  Connty,  and  located  on  Government 
land,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  demise,  Dec.  2, 
1S68.  He  secured  240  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
lal)ored  perseveringly  ajid  brought  it  to  a  high  state 
of  improvement.  On  the  9th  of  June,  18;)3,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  in  Bridgewater  Township, 
with  Miss  Harriet  Frederick.  She  came  with  her 
parents  from  York  State  when  a  young  woman,  and 
her  marriage  was  the  first  in  the  township;  she  is 
yet  living  at  Clinton,  in  her  seventy-fifth  year.  She 
and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
seven  children — three  sons  and  four  daughters..  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Bridgewater  Township, 
and  was  there  engaged  as  a  farmer  until  thirty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Clinton,  where  he  has 
since  been  in  business.  He  conducted  a  livery 
stable  for  two  years,  and  was  afterward  a  clerk  for 
some  years,  meeting  with  good  success.  He  was 
married  in  May,  1857,  in  Clinton  Township,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Rowland,  who  was  born  Sept.  6,  1  839,  in 
this  county,  where  she  grew  up  and  was  educated. 
Her  parents  were  earl}^  settlers  here,  and  are  now 
deceased. 

Mrs.  Lancaster  is  the  inother  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  are  dead.  Jennie  V.  is  the  wife  of  C. 
S.  Borrough,  who  is  connected  with  his  father-in- 
law  as  one  of  the  company.  They  have  one  child, 
Frank.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lancaster  are  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  while  in  politics,  Mr.  L.  is 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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nAJ.  GEORGE  T.  RICE,  who  won  his 
title  by  doing  good  service  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  late  Rebellion,  came  to 
this  county  after  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
is  now  officiating  as  Postmaster  at  Rollin.  He  was 
born  iii  th(^  town  of  Macedon,  Wayne  Co.,  N.    Y., 


Dec.  16,  1823,  and  from  there  after  his  marriage 
went  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  where  he  enlisted  July  22, 
1861,  in  Company  B,  31st  Ohio  Infantry,  under 
Capt.  John  Fell.  After  four  years' faithful  service, 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  July,  1865, 
at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  and  after  a  brief  stay  in 
his  native  State,  took  up  his  residence  in  this  county, 
where  he  has  since  remained. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Nathan  and  Dorcas 
(Tibbets)  Rice,  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  Nathan 
Rice  was  born  in  1785,  and  was  reared  by  his  grand- 
father, his  father  having  died  when  he  was  a  boy. 
He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  engaged  mod- 
erately in  farming.  During  the  War  of  1812  he 
was  drafted  for  services,  but  preferred  to  pay  his 
fine  of  $80  and  let  some  other  man  serve  in  his 
place.  He  came  to  the  West  in  1847,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  RoUin  Tow-^iship,  Nov.  16,  1872, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  The  mother  died 
in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  when  forty-four  years  of 
age.  The  parental  family  included  nine  children, 
but  three  of  whom  are  living — William,  Judson,  and 
George  T.,  our  subject.  Nathan  Rice  was  a  second 
time  married,  to  Mrs.  Silinda,  widow  of  Russell  Sco- 
vel,  and  she  now  makes  her  home  with  our  subject, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  having 
been  born  July  4,  1805,  in  Pompey,  Onondaga  Co., 
N.  Y. 

George  T.  Rice  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
connnenced  his  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  made  his  home  with  his  brother  Will- 
iam until  he  attained  his  twentieth  year.  He  was 
socn  afterward  married,  June  27,  1847,  to  Miss 
Minerva  J.  Ripley,  who  was  born  in  Summit  Town- 
ship, Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  2,  1824,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Elliott)  Rip- 
ley. Her  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  which 
he  followed  all  his  life,  and  died  in  Macedon,  N.  Y., 
when  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Ripley  sur- 
vived her  husband  many  years,  dying  also  in  Mace- 
don at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  daughters  and  four  sons,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living,  as  foUow^s:  Ann  8.,  Minerva 
J.,  Ruth  A.,  Philetus  S.  and  Theron  P. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  continued  in  their  na- 
tive State  until  1852,  when  they  removed  to  Mari- 
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etta,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Rice  worked  at  his  trade  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was  a  true 
patriot,  and  entered  the  army  from  a  sense  of  duty 
and  a  desire  to  witness  and  share  in  the  triumph  of 
the  Union  arms.  He  was  very  fortunate,  es- 
caping wovmds,  sickness  and  imprisonment,  and  al- 
most without  exception  was  ready  each  day  to  re- 
port for  duty.  He  was  first  promoted  Second 
Lieutenant,  then  First  Lieutenant,  subsequently 
Captain,  and  finally  Major,  with  which  rank  he  was 
mustered  out.  His  meritorious  conduct  on  the 
field,  and  his  modest  and  manly  bearing  at  all  times, 
won  him  both  the  approval  of  his  superior  officers, 
and  the  w^arm  friendship  of  his  comrades.  He  was 
dignified  without  being  overbearing,  and  in  all  re- 
spects the  high-minded  and  patriotic  soldier. 

Maj.  Rice,  after  the  close  of  the  war  returned  to 
his  family  in  the  JB^mpire  State,  whence  one  year 
later  he  made  his  way  to  this  county,  and  followed 
his  trade  in  Rollin  Township  until  1873.  He  then 
purchased  a  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and 
opened  a  store  at  Rollin,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted successfully,  and  built  up  a  good  patronage. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  are  both  earnest  workers  in  the 
church  and  Sunday-school.  Mrs.  Rice  is  promi- 
nent in  the  missionary  society,  and  has  given  much 
time  to  benevolent  and  charitable  enterprises. 
Their  eldest  child,  Julia  E.,  was  born  in  Macedon, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  there  when  an  infant  of  seven 
months;  Clara  was  born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  and 
died  there  when  eight  months  old.  Harriet  E.,  also 
born  in  Marietta,  came  with  lier  parents  to  Rollin 
Township,  and  died  when  an  interesting  maiden  of 
seventeen  years.  She  had  been  the  light  and  life  of 
the  home  circle,  ;ind  her  death  was  a  grievous  blow 
to  the  stricken  parents. 

Maj.  Rice  for  the  past  three  years  lias  been  a 
member  of  theG.  A.  R.,  belonging  to  Dagolier  Post 
at  Hudson.  In  early  life  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance. 
Upon  leaving  Marietta,  he  became  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Republican  party  in  this  county. 
Up  to  1860  he  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  the 
various  questions  attendant  upon  the  approaching 
C(mflict  induced  him  to  change  his  views,  and  he  hns 
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since  given  his  support  to  the  Republicans.  He 
was  eJustice  of  the  Peace  four  years  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship, and  has  also  served  as  Treasurer  and  School 
Director.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  1869, 
and  has  held  the  office  ever  since.  The  fact  that  he 
has  retained  his  position  under  a  Democratic  ad- 
ministration speaks  well  for  his  ability  as  an  official 
and  his  popularity  as  a  citizen. 

In  establishing  his  mercantile  business  Maj.  Rice 
had  a  capital  of  only  $1,  and  his  credit.  He  has 
now  one  of  the  best  appointed  storerooms  in  the 
township  and  commands  a  lucrative  trade,  carrying 
a  full  stock  of  everything  required  in  the  village  or 
country  household.  He  opened  his  store  on  the 
10th  of  October,  1873,  and  at  present  carries  about 
$2,000  worth  of  stock. 

(^  LVINZA  V¥H:ELAN,  one  of  the  successful 
(Pwjl     agriculturists  and  stock-raisers  of  the  town- 

'Tril.  giiip  of  Franklin,  is  located  on  his  father's 
old  homestead,  on  section  15.  His  birth 
occurred  Feb.  16,  1835,  and  he  is  the  eldest  son 
and  third  child  in  order  of  a  family  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters.  His  father  was  John  Whelan  (for 
whose  history  see  sketch  of  E.  C.  Wisner  in  this 
Album.) 

Mr.  Whelan  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  home,  where  he  resided  until  he  be- 
came of  age.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  Adrian, 
Mich.,  Jan.  17,  1856,  with  Miss  Adelia  L.  Wither- 
ell,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  2,  1836.  She  is  the  only  daughter  of  Wilson 
and  Elizabeth  (Cheeseman)  Witherell,  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  York  State,  respectively.  The 
parents  were  married  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  spent  several  years,  during  which  time 
there  were  born  to  them  three  children,  Mrs. 
Whelan  and  two  sons.  Tiiey  then  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  located  in  Franklin  Township,  where  for 
some  years  the  father  was  engaged  running  a  saw- 
mill. They  afterward  went  to  Manchester  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County,  and  there  the  father  made 
his  home  on  a  farm  until  his  death,  Nov.  21,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  His  wife  is  yet  living 
witl)  lier  youngest  son    Dudley,    on   the    farm    in 
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Manchester  Township,  and  is  seventy-three  years 
old. 

Coming  to  Michigan  when  a  girl,  Mrs.  Whelan 
received  part  of  her  education  in  Franklin  Town- 
ship, residing  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  children:  John  B.,  who 
was  educated  at  Tecumseh  and  Ann  Arbor  Univer- 
sity, and  is  now  an  attorney  connected  with  H.  M. 
DufReld,  of  Detroit;  he  married  Miss  Myra, 
daughter  of  B.  F.  Reynolds,  of  Tecumseh,  where 
also  she  was  educated.  Howard  is  at  home  with 
his  parents.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whelan 
located  on  their  present  farm  of  140  acres.  Theirs 
is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  improved  farms  of  the 
township,  and  has  correspondingly  fine  farm  build- 
ings. Mr.  Whelan  is  independent  in  religion  and 
politics. 

J~^  ROF.  WILLIAM  E.  TRIPP  represents  the 
)  educational  interests  of  Weston  in  a  worthy 
and  efficient  manner,  being  Principal  of  the 
^  i  High  School,  which  position  he  has  held 
since  the  fall  of  188L  He  is  well  fitted,  both  by 
nature  and  acquirements,  for  his  responsible  duties, 
and  takes  a  thorough  interest  in  everything  per- 
taining to  his  calling. 

Prof.  Tripp  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  in  Franklin  Township,  March  27,  1853, 
and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  John  D.  and  Lois  (Mann) 
Tripp,  who  are  so  well  known  in  Southern  Michi- 
gan, and  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  As  a  boy  he  was  studious  and  atten- 
tive to  his  lessons,  and  wlien  a  youth  of  eighteen, 
entered  the  Union  School  at  Tecumseh,  where  he 
took  a  two-years  course  and  was  graduated  with 
honors.  Later  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  something  of  the  western  country, 
and  spent  a  year  in  the  vicinity  of  Winfield,  Kan, 
Upon  returning  to  Michigan  he  engaged  as  travel- 
ing salesman  for  a  Detroit  firm,  being  occupied 
thus  until  assuming  his  present  position.  The  Wes- 
ton High  School  accommodates  about  100  pupils, 
including  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  first  resi- 
dents of  the  township.  The  Professor  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  County  Board  of  School  Exam- 
iners, and  holds  a  State  certificate  as  teacher. 

The  marriage  of  Prof.  William  E.  Tripp  and  Miss 


Isabella  Ayers  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  on  the  1st  of  March,  1884.  Mrs.  Tripp  is 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  C.  and  Julia  (Jewell)  Ayers, 
natives  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Seneca  Township, 
this  county,  in  1868.  They  remoyed  to  Fairfield 
Township  in  1874,  and^the  father  died  in  Weston, 
Jan.  18,  1885;  the  mother  is  still  living.  Their 
daughter  Isabella  was  born  in  Spring  Hill,  Ohio, 
Dec.  7,  1860.  To  the  little  household  thus  estab- 
lished there. have  been  born  two  bright  children, 
both  daughters — Lois  A.^and  Julia  G.  Professor 
and  Mrs.  Tripp  occupy'  a  comfortable  home  and 
enjoy  the  society  and  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 

JONATHAN  ROWLEY,  an  enterprising  and 
successful  farmer  of  Hudson  Township,  was* 
born  in  the  tow^n  of  Brutus,  Ca^aiga  Co., 
(i^J/'  N.  Y.,  May  21,  1822.  His  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Rowley,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
whence  he  removed  to  New  York,  and  bought  a 
tract  of  land  in  Brutus  Township,  Cayuga  County, 
in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement,  upon  which  he 
remained  until  his  decease. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Constant  Rowley,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  years 
came  with  his  parents  to  Cayuga  County,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  went  from  there  to  take  part 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  When  he  w^as 
married  lie  commenced  housekeeping  in  a  log  house 
on  his  father-in-law's  farm,  and  in  that  house  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  born.  He  soon  after 
bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  and  lived  there 
until  1835,  when  he  sold  out  his  possessions,  and 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  three  children,  started 
for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  coming  via  the  Erie 
Canal  and  the  Lake  to  Detroit.  Fie  bought  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  a  wagon  at  Detroit,  and  started  for  the 
region  known  as  Bear  Creek  Valley,  taking  their 
provisions  with  them  in  the  wagon.  He  located  on 
section  12  of  what  is  now  Hudson  Township,  where 
he  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land.  The  only 
'family  in  the  neighborhood  had  come  there  a  few 
weeks  before,  and  Mr.  Rowley  and  his  family  staid 
with  them  until  he  could  put  up  a  house  on  his  own 
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land.  He  commenced  at  once  to  cut  the  trees  to 
make  room  for  his  house,  which  he  had  ready  for 
occupancy  in  two  weeks.  It  had  a  puncheon  floor, 
a  stick  and  mud  chimney,  and  until  cold  weather 
blanketsjserved  as  a  door.  He  cleared  two  acres  of 
land  that  fall  which  he  sowed  to  wheat,  and  he 
lived  there  until  1849,  then  removed  to  Lansing 
and  bought  a  farm  within  five  miles  of  the  village, 
where  he  remained  until  death.  Mr.  Rowley  was 
married  three  times.  His  first  wife,  mother  of  our 
subject,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Meech,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Sally  (Board man)  Meech,  also  natives  of  that 
State,  and  early  pioneers  of  Cayuga  County;  she 
died  in  Cayuga  County  in  1829.  Mr.  Rowley  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Emeline  (Smith)  Free- 
man, who  died  in  Hudson  Township.  His  third 
wife  was  Mrs.  Mehitable  (Williams)  Pierce,  and  she 
also  died  in  Hudson  Towmship,  having  settled  there 
after  her  husband's  death. 

Jonathan  Rowley,  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
is  the  only  surviving  child  born  of  Ids  father's  first 
marriage,  a  daughter  having  died  in  infancy,  and 
coming  to  Michigan  when  thirteen  years  old,  he 
well  remembers  many  incidents  connected  with  his 
journey.  Detroit  was  then  a  small  place,  and  the 
country  between  there  and  Lenawee  County  was  a 
wilderness  with  now  and  then  a  log  cabin  in  the 
woods.  Deer,  wolves  and  wild  turkeys  were 
abundant,  and  occasionally  a  bear  was  to  be  seen. 
Mr.  Rowley  has  lived  to  see  the  wilderness  trans- 
formed into  a  beautiful  and  productive  farming 
country.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced  life 
for  himself  with  no  other  capital  than  health,  strong 
hands  and  willing  heart.  He  was  ambitious  to  es- 
tablish for  himself  a  home,  and  with  this  object  in 
view  set  to  work  to  earn  the  means.  He  took  con- 
tracts to  chop  timber  and  clear  land,  and  as  he  was 
industrious,  frugal,  and  free  from  bad  habits,  he  had 
saved  money  enough  to  purchase,  in  1844,  the  land 
where  he  now  resides,  and  now  possesses  155  acres 
of  valuable  land.  A  small  space  had  already  been 
cleared,  on  which  was  a  log  cabin  12x14  feet,  and 
when  our  subject  married,  six  years  later,  it  was  in 
that  humble  abode  that  he  and  his  young  wife  be- 
gan housekeeping,  content  to  commence  as  their 


means  would  allow  without  going  into  debt.  Their 
furniture  was  homemade;  their  bedstead  was  con- 
structed b,y  boring  holes  in  the  logs  of  the  house 
and  using  one  corner  post,  while  their  table  was 
homemade,  and  sawed  logs  set  on  ends  sufficed  for 
chairs.  In  a  comparatively  short  time  they  were 
enabled  to  furnish  their  home  comfortably,  and  in 
18G1  a  frame  house  took  the  place  of  the  cabin.  In 
all  undertakings  Mr.  Rowley  has  been  successful, 
and  his  beautiful  farm  and  the  dwelling  he  now 
occupies  are  monuments  to  the  industry  and  perse- 
verance of  himself  and  wife.  Their  present  resi- 
dence, which  was  completed  in  1887,  is  a  large 
frame  house  built  in  the  modern  style  of  archi- 
tecture, with  all  conveniences;  it  is  nicely  furnished 
and  heated  by  a  furnace. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Abigail 
Pierce  took  place  Jan.  9,  1850.  She  was  born  in 
Aurelius,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  4,  1831,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Allen  and  Mehitable  (Williams) 
Pierce,  who  settled  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  soon  after 
marriage.  Here  Mr.  Pierce  died  of  cholera  in  the 
July  previous  to  Mrs.  Rowley's  birth.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Pierce  returned  to 
Cayuga  Count}^  and  resided  there  until  1841,  when 
she  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Lenawee 
County.  Subsequently  she  married  for  her  second 
husband  Constant  Rowley,  as  above  mentioned,  and 
after  death  she  made  her  home  with  our  subject 
and  his  wife  until  her  decease. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowley  have  been  born  three 
children — Clara,  Adelbert  and  Alfred.  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  John  Thompson,  of  Clayton:  Adelbert 
married  Addie  Curtis,  and  lives  in  Hudson;  and  Al- 
fred is  at  home.  Mr.  Rowley's  career  is  an  exempli- 
fication of  the  success  to  be  achieved  by  energy 
and  determination.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  now 
enjoying  the  reward  of  their  early  toils,  living 
happy  and  contented,  and  are  held  in  high  respect 
and  esteem  by  the  community. 


-,=^OSINGRAVE  M.  ECCLES,  M.   D.,  a  tal- 
llUj>7     ented  young  physician,  practicing  his  pro- 
/ir\\\      fession    in   Blissfield,   was  born    March    8, 
W(@)  1858,in  lona,  Elgin  County,  Province  of  On- 
tario,  Canada.     His  paternal  grandfather,    Daniel 
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Eceles,  was  a  prosperous  linen  manufacturer,  own- 
ing a  factory  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  reared  his  family  in  the 
Episcopal  faith. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Eccles,  also  named  Daniel, 
was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  and  even  as  a  boy 
showed  the  superior  mental  ability  that  character- 
ized him  as  a  man.  He  was  finely  educated  in 
Dublin,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he 
sought  in  America  a  wider  sphere  of  action  than  he 
could  find  in  the  home  of  his  nativity.  He  located 
first  in  Lambton  County,  Ontario,  Canada,  thence 
removed  to  lona,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  until  he  received  the  appointment  to  the 
oilice  of  Clerk  of  the  Court,  which  he  retained  until 
his  death,  March  1,  1866.  He  had  married  in  his 
adopted  country,  Susan  Luckham,  a  lady  of  much 
culture.  To  them  were  born  five  children,  four  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
being  the  third  child.  Mrs.  Eccles  has  continued 
to  reside  in  lona  ever  since  her  husband's  death. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  an  officer  in  the  English 
army,  whose  regiment  was  for  a  long  time  stationed 
in  Kingston,  Canada,  and  there  liis  da^ughter,  Mrs. 
Eccles,  was  born.  He  resigned  from  the  army  and 
lived  retired  during  the  last  years  of  his  life,  in 
Warwick,  Lambton  County,  (Canada. 

Dr.  Eccles  passed  the  early  years  of  his  youth  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  acquired  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  When  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  High 
School  at  Park  Hill,  Strathroy,  where  he  remained 
one  and  a  half  years.  During  that  time  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine,  and  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  medical 
department  of  Trinity  L^niversity,  at  Toronto. 
After  pursuing  the  thorough  course  of  study  re- 
quired at  that  university,  he  was  graduated  from 
there  in  the  spring  of  1879,  well  equipped  for  his 
professional  duties,  and  in  the  following  August  he 
came  to  Blissfield  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  The  year  following  his  settlement  here, 
Dr.  Eccles  was  married  in  St.  Thomas,  Canada,  to 
Miss  Carrie  Helen  Pritchard,  a  native  of  London, 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  the  date  of  their 
marriage   being  April    24,    1880.     Their   pleasant 


wedded  life    w^as   of  brief   duration  as   she    died 
Jan.  6,  1884,  leaving  one  child,  Mabel. 

Although  the  Doctor  is  a  young  practitioner,  he 
has  already  gained  an  assured  position  among  the 
best  representatives  of  the  medical  profession  in 
this  State.  He  is  a  close  student,  devoting  the  few 
leisure  hours  allowed  him  by  the  demands  of  his 
increasing  practice  to  the  study  of  the  best  medical 
and  scientific  authorities,  keeping  well  abreast  of 
the  times,  and  taking  advantage  of  any  new  thoughts 
or  discoveries  that  will  in  any  way  aid  him  in  his 
work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Michigan 
Medical  Society,  and  is  one  of  the  health  officers  of 
Blissfield,  which  position  he  has  held  during  the 
last  three  years. 


^p^\EOR( 
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^\EORGE  P.  ROBERTSON.  In  the  early 
18  of  Odgen  Township  the  surface  of  the 
^^^5)  country  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
was  covered  with  water,  on  account  of  the  dead 
level  of  the  ground.  This  made  the  work  of  the 
first  settlers  doubl}'  laborious,  for  besides  clearing 
the  land  of  the  heavy  forests,  much  ditching  was 
necessary  to  drain  the  land.  But  wet  land,  when 
once  drained,  is  very  productive,  the  soil  generally 
deep  and  alluvial.  Now  that  Ogden  Township  is 
thoroughly  drained,  a  farm  located  therein  is  very 
valuable  on  account  of  its  producing  qualities,  and 
it  is  such  a  farm  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  owns 
on  section  16,  Ogden  Township. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  born  in  Preston  Countjs  Va., 
on  the  15th  of  March,  1835.  His  father,  James 
Robertson,  was  born  in  Berkley  County,  in  the 
same  State,  where  he  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  married  Elizabeth  Herkert,  who  was  born 
in  Virginia,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  Herkert. 
In  1844  he  concluded  to  better  his  condition  if  pos- 
sible, and  selling  his  small  possessions  in  Virginia, 
he  started  with  horses  and  wagon  for  Ohio.  He 
was  very  unfortunate  in  collecting  the  deferred 
payments  on  the  property  he  sold  in  Virginia,  and 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  take  anew  start  in  Ohio. 
Eor  seven  years  he  farmed  rented  land  in  Wayne 
County,  and  then  removed  to  Medina  County, 
where  he  bought  land  on  credit,   and  lived  there 
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five  years.  This  land  he  sold  at  quite  an  advance 
and  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Ogden  Township, 
Lenawee  County.  The  township  had  been  settled 
for  some  time  and  still  there  had  been  but  little 
clearing  and  ditching  done,  and  much  land  could 
be  readily  bought  at  from  |10  to  |12  per  acre. 
He  bought  about  400  acres,  120  of  which  had  been 
'^deadened"  and  partly  cleared.  Having  a  family 
of  industrious  sons,  and  being  an  effective  worker 
himself,  he  soon  added  to  his  landed  estates  until 
he  and  the  boys  atone  time  jointly  owned  1,700 
acres.  He  remained  a  resident  of  Lenawee  County 
until  1881,  when  he  removed  to  Florida  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Anthony,  where  he  engaged  in  im- 
proving town  property  and  loaning  money. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  nine  years  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and  he  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  they  came  to  tois 
county,  when  he  accompanied  them.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  life  for  himself  on  forty  acres 
of  his  present  farm.  It  was  then  timber  and  brush 
land,  and  not  being  drained  presented  a  marshy 
appearance.  It  is  said  that  x^ioneer  visitors  in 
Michigan  prospecting  for  land,  when  passing  through 
Ogden  Township  in  a  wet  season,  were  accustomed 
to  say  that  they  would  give  as  much  per  acre  for 
blue  sky  as  for  Ogden  Township  land.  They  now 
admit  their  mistake  and  concede  that  Ogden  Town- 
ship land  is  the  best  in  the  county.  Taking  these 
facts  into  consideration  one  will  partially  realize  the 
labor  Mr.  Robertson  has  performed  in  transforming 
that  tract  of  land  into  its  present  condition.  He 
has  added  to  the  original  purchase  from  time  to 
time,  and  now  owns  120  acres  which  are  drained 
with  3,000  rods  of  tile,  and  his  farm  build- 
ings rank  with  the  best  in  the  county.  In  1884  he 
bought  a  residence  in  Blissfield,  to  which  he  re- 
moved his  family  in  order  that  his  children  might 
enjoy  better  school  advantages;  he  spends  the 
greater  part  of  his  time,  however,  on  the  farm. 

In  June,  1855,  Mr.  Robertson  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  F.  Richardson,  who  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  they  have  had  four  children — Perley  E.,  Alice, 
Cora  and  Lester  B.  Having  attained  success  in 
business  it  is  now  the  ambition  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robertson  to  give  their  children  a  good  education, 

-•''^i— — — — ^^ 


and  with  that  object  in  view  they  will  reside  for  some 
time  in  Blissfield.  The  children  appreciate  the  in- 
terest their  parents  take  in  their  welfare,  and  respond 
by  giving  their  whole  time  and  attention  to  the 
studies  assigned  them. 
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UEL  A.  FREEMAN  was  born  in  Attleboro, 
Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  May  8,  1838,  and  is  the 
^\\\  grandson  of  William  Freeman,  who  w^as 
^\[@for  many  years  a  resident  of  Attleboro, 
where  he  died  about  1804,  at  seventy-four  years 
of  age.  The  father  of  our  subject,  also  Will- 
iam Freeman,  was  born  in  Attleboro,  March  10, 
1796,  and  was  but  eight  years  old  when  his  father 
died.  At  that  time  hand  looms  were  in  use  and 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver,  though  he  gen- 
erally followed  farming. 

William  Freeman  bought  a  farm  near  his  native 
place,  where  he  lived  until  1843,  when  with  his  wife 
and  six  children  he  started  for  Michigan  via  steamer 
to  New  York,  then  by  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  whence  he  wxnt  by  water  to  To- 
ledo, and  took  the  Erie  &  Kalamazoo  Railroad  to 
Palmyra.  Not  having  the  means  to  purchase  land 
for  himself,  he  worked  the  farm  of  George  Cranes, 
in  Palmyra  Township,  six  years,  and  after  one 
year's  work  on  another  farm  in  Ogden  Township, 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  5, 
for  which  he  paid  |1,000.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  he  sold  this  lot  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
heavily  timbered  land,  again  paying  $1,000.  He 
built  a  frame  house  on  this  land,  and  brought  it  to 
a  good  state  of  cultivation  before  his  death,  which 
took  place  March  3,  1886.  Li  1818  William  Free- 
man was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Betsey  Thayer, 
a  native  of  Taunton,  Mass.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  when  Mrs.  Freeman  died 
April  5,  1848.  AV^illiam  Freeman  was  a  second 
time  married  in  1850,  to  Mrs.  Lydia  Shumway,  of 
Fairfield,  this  county ;  she  departed  this  life  on  the 
8th  of  August,  1871. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and 
has  lived  to  see  the  country  developed  from  a  wil- 
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derness  to  a  fine,  well-improved  farming  secttion, 
assisting  materially  with  his  strong  arm  to  bring 
about  the  result.  He  attended  the  pioneer  schools 
of  the  county  and  assisted  on  the  farm  alternately, 
as  most  farmers'  sons  did.  At  the  age  of  seven te«^n 
he  went  to  live  with  his  brother  Bradford,  receiving 
for  his  services  $8  per  month,  except  in  the  win- 
ter season  when  he  went  to  school.  He  lived  with 
his  brother  until  his  marriage  and  then  rented  land 
for  three  years,  when  he  located  on  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  This  farm 
consists  of  eighty  acres  of  well-improved  land  with 
substantial  farm  buildings. 

Mr.  Freeman  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  31, 
1868,  with  Sarah  M.  McAdam,  who  was  born  in 
Ogden  Township,  March  25,  1848.  Her  father, 
Michael  McAdam,  a  pioneer  of  the  county,  was  born 
in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  April  23,  1816. 
Michael  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
and  was  reared  by  his  parents  to  the  age  of  eighteen, 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  brother,  and  on 
their  arrival  in  Adrian  engaged  as  laborers  on  the 
Erie  &  Kalamazoo  Railroad,  just  east  of  Palmyra. 
He  afterward  contracted  to  build  three  miles  of 
roadbed  for  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  but 
before  the  completion  of  the  work  he  returned  to 
Adrian  and  engaged  in  the  warehouse  of  Henr}^ 
Hart  and  John  Rice.  In  Januar}^  1847,  Michael 
purchased  of  his  brother  160  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 4  in  Ogden  Township,  wdiich  he  has  now  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  embellished  with  a 
substantial  brick  house  as  well  as  good  barns  and 
sheds.  April  12,  1827,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Esther  Baker,  who  was  born  April  1, 
1828,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Baker  of  this 
county.  They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  Sarah  M.,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  is  the 
eldest. 


HOMAS  HENDRYX,  well  known  through- 
out Franklin  Township  and  vicinit}^  is  now 
retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life  and 
spending  his  declining  years  at  a  comfortable  home- 
stead on  section  30.  Here  he  has  eighty  acres  of 
choice  land,  finely  improved  with  substantial  mod- 
ern buildings,  a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock,  and 


(he  usunl  appurtcMiances  of  a  first-class  country  home. 
He  came  to  this  locality  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and 
during  a  period  of  twenty- four  years,  in  which  he 
has  moved  among  the  people  of  his  township,  he 
has  established  himself  in  their  regard  and  confi- 
dence, and  is  numbered  among  the  most  worthy 
citizens. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Hendryx  by 
name,  was  a  New  England  farmer  of  modest  means 
and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Upon 
leaving  his  native  State  of  Rhode  Island,  he  mi- 
grated to  Central  New  York,  and  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Dolly  Smith,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
like  her  husband  of  New  England  parentage.  Af- 
ter their  marriage  the  young  people  spent  some  years 
in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  until 
after  the  birth  of  their  son,  our  subject,  which  took 
place  in  June,  1807.  In  1810  they  removed  to 
Steuben  County,  during  the  period  of  its  early  set- 
tlement, before  the  soil  had  been  brought  to  a  state 
of  cultivation,  and  when  wild  game  was  plentiful. 
The  father  took  up  a  tract  of  land  which  he  par- 
tially improved,  then  sold  out  and  purchased  another 
tract  not  far  distant.  He  subsequently  abandoned 
farming  and  engaged  in  milling,  which  proved  a 
very  unfortunate  venture  as  he  met  his  death  in  the 
mills,  being  caught  in  the  gearing  and  instantly 
killed.  He  was  stricken  down  in  his  prime,  being 
fort3^-five  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Hendryx,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  sur- 
vived her  husband  some  years,  and  was  married  the 
second  time,  to  James  Griffith,  with  whom  she  lived 
until  his  death,  in  1838.  She  then  removed  to  the 
home  of  a  daughter  in  Ohio,  and  was  there  the 
third  time  wedded,  to  Mr.  Loveland,  with  whom  she 
removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  her  remaining 
years,  dying  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety -five. 
The  Hendryx  and  Smith  families  were  both  re- 
markable for  longevity,  many  members  of  the  past 
generation  living  to  be  nearly  a  hundred  years  old. 

John  and  Dolly  (Smith)  Ilendr^^x  became  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  Thomas  was  the  fiifth  in  order 
of  birth.  All  survived  until  reaching  \^ears  of  ma- 
turity, were  married  and  became  parents,  while 
four  sons  and  one  daughter  are  now  living.  The 
eldest,  Jeremiah  S.,  of   Tecumseh,  is  eighty -seven 
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yeavs  of  age,  and  the  youngest,  wlio  makes  his  home 
at  Frnitport,  has  passed  his  sixty-sixth  birthday. 
Thomas  continued  at  the  farm  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  until  fifteen  years  of  age  and  then  went  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  elder  brother,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained one  year.  He  completed  his  trade  with 
Daniel  Fomeroy,  and  afterward  located  in  Coshoc- 
ton, N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  a  time, 
then  engaged  in  merchandising  until  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  sell  out.  He  then  went  South 
and  spent  one  year  in  Florida,  being  greatly  bene- 
fited. He  canie  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  18()4, 
and  took  possession  of  the  farm  which  he  now^  oc- 
cupies. 

The  marriage  of  Thomas  Hendryx  and  Miss  Har- 
riet Bishop  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
in  the  city  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  22,  1828.  Mrs. 
H.  w^as  born  in  Utica  in  1812,  and  is  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  namely :  J.  Dwight,  Charlotte  A., 
Mary,  Charles  W.,  Hattie  A.,  Dell  and  Edson  T. 
Mr.  Hendryx  cast  his  first  Fresidential  vote  for 
John  Q.  Adams,  and  has  since  voted  for  sixteen 
Presidents.  He  identified  himself  with  the  old-line 
Whigs  during  his  early  manhood,  and  on  the  aban- 
donment of  that  party,  allied  himself  with  the  Re- 
publicans. 


i'^W- 


c^  j^ARREN  J.  HOLDRIDOE,  one  of  the  big- 
\/jJ/'  ^^^^^^^^^  genial  men  who  invariably  gather 
W^  around  them  a  circle  of  warm  friends  in 
whatever  spot  they  may  mak(i  their  abiding-place, 
has  been  one  of  the  favorite  citizens  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship for  a  period  of  fifty  years.  He  owns  a  good 
farm  of  120  acres  on  section  23,  which  came  into 
possession  of  the  Holdridge  family  over  fifty  years 
ago,  having  been  entered  from  the  Government  by 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  in  1836.  This  sec- 
tion of  country  was  then  practically  a  wilderness 
from  which  the  Indians  had  not  long  disappeared, 
and  where  wild  game  abounded  comparatively  un- 
disturbed by  the  depredations  of  white  men.  Its 
condition  to-day  indicates  the  labor  of  years  and 
the  outlay  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Eleazer  S.   Holdridge, 
1^^ ■ ^ — — 


was  born  in  Onondaga,  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14, 
1814,  and  departed  this  life  in  the  city  of  Adrian, 
May  4,  187.'>,  after  some  years'  retirement  from  act- 
ive labor.  He  had  been  accustomed  to  farming- 
pursuits  all  his  life,  and  before  leaving  his  native 
State,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mehitable 
Stone,  a  Vermont  lady  who  survived  her  husband 
nearly  eleven  3^ears,  lier  death  taking  place  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1884,  at  their  home  in  Adrian.  She  and  her 
husband  w^ere  greatly  devoted  to  each  other,  and 
the  young  wife  cheerfully  followed  her  chosen  part- 
ner in  his  western  wanderings.  They  came  with 
our  subject's  grandparents,  Felix  and  Deborah 
(Slocum)  Holdridge,  who  were  born  in  New  York 
State  and  lived  there  until  coming  to  the  West. 

The  life  which  the  young  and  old  people  had  an- 
ticipated spending  together  for  many  years  was 
broken  in  upon  by  one  of  the  saddest  tragedies  that 
ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  Michigan.  After 
they  had  settled  comfortably  in  their  pioneer  home, 
occupying  the  same  ground  where  the  homestead 
of  our  subject  is  now  located,  the  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Deborah  Holdridge,  started  out  one  morning  in 
quest  of  rushes  which  were  utilized  in  those  early 
days  for  cleaning  the  w^ooden-ware  of  which  the 
table  dishes  were  largely  composed.  Not  return- 
ing, her  husband  and  son  went  in  search  of  her,  and 
it  soon  became  evident  that  she  had  lost  her  bear- 
ings and  had  wandered  into  the  dense  w^oods,  where 
was  a  swamp  which  had  never  been  crossed  prob- 
ably by  the  foot  of  man  or  beast,  the  mud  and 
water  being  from  one  to  three  feet  deep.  The 
alarm  was  in  due  time  given  to  the  entire  neighbor- 
hood, and  hundreds  of  people  set  out,  and  thereaf- 
ter for  weeks  there  was  kept  up  an  untiring  but  un- 
successful search.  After  the  others  had  done  their 
part  so  bravely  and  faithfully,  the  husband  and  son, 
inspired  by  an  undying  hope,  continued  their  ef- 
forts to  find  the  lost  wife  and  mother,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  weeks,  received  word  that  the  lifeless  body 
of  an  aged  lady  had  been  found  by  two  huntei's  in 
an  Indian  hut  in  a  secluded  spot  six  miles  from  her 
home.  As  there  were  no  marks  of  violence,  it  w^as 
believed  that  she  entered  there  exhausted  and  finally 
starved  to  dfeath.  The  remains  were  tenderly  cared 
for  and  conveyed  to  a  place  of  sepulture  not  far 
from  the  spot  where  her  husband  and  children  made 
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their  home,  and  it  is  har(ilj  necessary  to  say  that 
the  bereaved  and  deeply  afflicted  faniil}^  received 
the  nnbonnded  sympathy  of  all  in  their  honr  of 
trouble.  Mrs.  Iloldridge  was  a  lady  of  great  force 
of  character,  a  model  wife  and  mother,  and  her 
death  in  any  ordinary  manner  would  have  been 
deeply  mourned,  but  under  these  distressing  circum- 
stances the  affliction  seemed  almost  more  than  they 
could  bear.  Her  hilsband,  Felix,  survived  many 
years,  his  death  taking  place  in  1855,  after  he  had 
arrived  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a  man  of 
kindly  and  generous  impulses  and  an  active  worker 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  He  received  a  practical 
education  which  had  been  advanced  by  his  love  of 
reading,  and  for  some  years  before  his  marriage  he 
had  been  engaged  in  teaching  school ;  his  remains 
were  laid  by  the  side  of  those  of  his  lamented  wife. 
AYarren  J,  Holdridge  was  born  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, Aug.  1,  1838,  at  the  homestead  where  he  has 
since  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  when 
of  suitable  years  he  commenced  assisting  iu  the 
lighter  labors  of  the  farm,  while  in  the  winter  he  at- 
tended the  brief  terms  of  the  district  school.  He 
had  grown  up  with  the  idea  of  settling  either  on  or 
near  the  old  homestead,  and  his  youth  and  early 
manhood  were  passed  in  a  comparatively  unevent- 
ful manner.  In  1860  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  I.  Boss,  who  was  a  native  of  Black- 
man  Township,  and  born  Nov.  4,  1842.  Mrs. 
Holdridge  was  born  after  the  death  of  her  father, 
and  ten  months  later  she  was  completely  orphaned 
by  the  death  of  her  mother.  She  was  then  taken 
into  the  home  of  her  uncle,  George  S.  Boss,  of  Ridge- 
way  Tow^nship,  where  she  remained  until  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Boss  and  his  aged  wife  now  reside  on  a 
part  of  the  Holdridge  farm,  and  are  kindly  cared  for 
b}^  our  subject  and  his  wife.  The  latter  soon  after 
their  marriage  located  in  Blackman  Township,  and 
thence,  seven  years  later,  removed  to  the  part  of 
the  old  homestead  which  they  now  occupy.  This 
includes  110  acres  of  good  land  with  first-class  im- 
provements, and  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Holdridge  yields  annually  some  of  the  best  crops  of 
this  section  of  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  identified 
themselves  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Raisin 
Township  many  years  ago,  in  w^hicli  our  subject 
officiates  as  Elder,  and  to  the  support  of  which  he 


lias  contributed  liberally  and  cheerfully.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  an  uucompromising  Democrat,  and 
served  a  long  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Rai- 
sin Township. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  deceased.  The 
eldest  living  son,  Frank  H.,  has  located  upon  a  claim 
in  Finney  County,  near  Garden  City,  Kan.,  where 
he  will  in  time  become  the  possessor  of  a  good  prop- 
erty; Bert  married  Miss  Bertha  Krantz,  and  occu- 
pies a  tract  of  land  of  320  acres  in  Kearney  County, 
Kan. ;  Viola  M.  and  Warren  B.  continue  at  home 
Avith  their  parents.  The  children  have  been  well 
educated  and  are  admirably  fitted  for  their  station 
in  life. 


\f/8AAC   D.   PACKER,    at  present  a  resident  of 
]    Morenci,  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  April 

ll\  2,  1819,  and  is  the  third  son  of  a  family  of  six 
sons  and  six  daughters  born  to  Eli  and  Ann 
(Thomas)  Packer,  who  were  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  latter  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  their 
native  State,  where  they  resided  until  1851,  when 
they  removed  to  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  and  settled 
in  Goshen  Township.  Thence  they  removed  to 
Isabella  County,  Mich.,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  acquiring  by  their  unosten- 
tatious and  consistent  walk  in  life,  the  approbation 
of  the  communit}^ 

Being  among  the  oldest  of  a  large  family,  our 
subject  was  called  upon  early  to  depend  upon  his 
own  resources  and  also  to  assist  his  parents  in  the 
support  of  the  family,  which  he  continued  to  do 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but  not  caring  for  the  oc- 
cupation he  soon  abandoned  it  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, which  he  continued  until  about  1873.  In  1851 
our  subject  migrated  from  his  native  State  to  Len- 
awee County,  settling  in  Medina  Township,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  resided  for  twelve 
years.  He  afterward  sold  this  farm  and  purchased 
another  in  Seneca  Township,  two  and  one-half  miles 
northeast  of  Morenci,  on  which  he  passed  about  six 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Morenci. 
After  a  residence  here  of  two  years,   Mr.    Packer 
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bought  another  farm  in  Seneca  Township,  on  which 
he  made  his  home  until  1873,  when  he  returned  to 
Morenci  and  has  since  resided  in  this  place. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Howard  Township, 
Centre  Co.,  Pa.,  to  Miss  I.avinia,  daughter  of  James 
and  Susan  (Hayes)  Carskaddon,  the  former  of  Irish 
descent,  while  the  latter  was  of  Scottish  ancestry. 
After  their  marriage  the  parents  settled  in  what 
is  now  Clinton  County,  Pa.,  where  they  resided 
until  the  death  of  the  father.  The  widow  bore  up 
bravely  under  the  trying  dispensation  and  some 
time  afterward  removed  to  Medina  Township,  whe^i^e 
she  spent  the  remainder  of  her  days.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  the  vvife  of  our  sub- 
ject and  two  boys.  Mrs.  Packer  was  born  at  her 
parents'  home  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1821.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  a  family  of  twelve  children,  whom  they  named 
as  follows:  Martha  A.,  Lucy  A.,  Margaret  J.,  Susan 
H.,  Ellen  M.,  Charles  H.,  Minerva  L.,  Harvey  C, 
Minilla  E.,  Ida  L.,  Isaac  D.  and  Myrtie  V. 

Mr.  Packer  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  also  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mrs.  P.  is  a  member 
of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  of  Morenci,  of  which  she  was 
President  six  years.  They  are  both  members  of 
the  Disciples'  Church. 


\YOHN  CROCKETT,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Lenawee  County  who  has  seen  Michigan 
transformed  from  a  dense  forest  into  one  of 
(i^jl/  the  best  cultivated  States  of  the  Union,  was 
born  in  New  York  State  on  the  29th  of  July,  182G. 
His  father,  Nathaniel  Crockett,  was  born  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  and  being  left  an  orphan  at  an 
early  age,  he  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the 
care  of  an  aunt,  and  was  quite  young  when  they  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  New  York,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood. 

During  his  residence  in  New  York  Nathaniel 
Crockett  married  Mary  White,  and  in  the  year  1836, 
with  his  wife  and  seven  children  undertook  the 
journey  to  Michigan,  coming  by  the  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  by  the  Lakes  to  Toledo, 
Ohio.  While  at  Toledo  the  father  left  the  family 
and  went  out  in  search  of  a  yoke  of  oxen,  which  he 


secured  after  four  or  five  days  of  absence.  Having 
brought  a  wagon  with  him  the  oxen  were  hitched 
and  the  family  started  overland,  bound  for  Lena- 
wee County.  The  journey  was  necessarily  slow  and 
tedious,  but  was  accomplished  after  many  incon- 
veniences and  hardships.  In  Ogden  Township,  on 
section  25,  he  purchased  150  acres  of  land,  which 
at  the  time  was  heavily  timbered.  Immediately 
the  family  set  to  work  to  erect  a  residence,  which 
was  built  of  logs  and  covered  with  shakes,  but  this 
gave  place  seven  or  eight  3^ears  later  to  a  more  com- 
modious log  house.  For  fifteen  years  all  the  farm 
work,  milling  and  marketing  was  done  with  oxen. 
The  family  lived  on  this  farm  until  1857,  having 
cleared  the  most  of  it  and  brought  it  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  then  moved  to  Iowa  and  settled 
in  Delaware  County,  where  they  were  among  the 
very  first  settlers.  He  took  Government  land 
which  in  a  short  time  he  succeeded  in  transforming 
into  a  good  farm,  and  lived  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  1875.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Mary  White,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Maine ;  she  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  David,  in 
Ogden  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
in  his  father's  family,  and  was  ten  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Lenawee  County.  He  remembers 
distinctly  the  incidents  of  the  overland  journey, 
and  of  pioneer  life  in  this  section  of  Michigan. 
Deer,  wild  turkey  and  bears  were  plentiful  at  that 
time,  and  as  soon  as  he  could  shoulder  a  gun  he  be- 
gan hunting,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  until  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  then  began  to  work  by  thp  month,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  first  month  he  became  sick  and  had  to 
be  cared  for  for  a  time.  He  next  took  a  contract 
for  clearing  timber  from  lands  and  building  fences, 
and  chopped  175  ct)rds  of  wood  to  pay  for  the  first 
horse  he  ever  owned.  About  1856  he  bought  for 
$750  eighty  acres  of  his  father's  old  homestead, 
sixty  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  He  has 
resided  on  this  farm  ever  since,  and  has  erected  a 
good  dwelling-house  and  all  other  necessary  farm 
buildings. 

March  12,  1855,  Mr.  Crockett  was  married  to 
Paulina,  daughter  of  Mowry  S.  and  Minerva  Potter, 
who  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.   Y.     They 
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have  been  blessed  with  six  children,  upon  whom 
they  conferred  the  names  of  El  ma,  Hattie,  Nora, 
Gladys,  Orrin  and  Willie ;  the  two  last-named  are 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crockett  are  comfortabl}^ 
situated,  and  having  passed  through  all  the  ordeals 
of  pioneer  life,  keenly  appreciate  the  value  to  them 
of  what  they  possess. 


EDWIN  D.  PEIRSON,  late  of  Hudson  Town- 
ship, and   one  of  its  most   valued  citizens, 
^ /  became   identified   with   its  interests    at  an 

early  date,  and  furnished  to  the  struggling  little 
community  a  portion  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of 
which  it  stood  in  so  much  need  during  those  try- 
ing days.  Many  of  the  men  to  whom  Lenawee 
County  is  indebted  for  its  prosperity  are  passing 
away,  and  in  no  more  fitting  manner  can  their  serv- 
ices be  recognized  than  by  the  perpetuation  of 
their  names  and  deeds  for  the  benefit  of  future  gen- 
erations. We  present  also  in  connection  with  this 
sketch  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Peirson. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Richmond,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  Dec.  10,  1819, 
and  was  the  direct  descendant  of  Matthew  Peirson, 
who  emigrated  from  England  to  America  in  1G.:>7, 
and  it  is  believed,  settled  on  Long  Island.  His  son. 
Col.  Henry  Peirson,  the  next  in  line,  spent  his  last 
years  on  Long  Island,  and  was  buried  at  Bridgehainp- 
ton.  He  was  the  father  of  Theophilus,  of  whom 
nothing  definite  is  known.  Nathan,  the  son  of  the 
latter,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
and  was  born  Aug.  1),  1722.  He  located  in  Berk- 
shire County,  Mass.,  in  1772,  and  was  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  that  section.  He  improved  a 
large  farm  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  Feb.  5, 
1810.  Eugene  D.  Peirson,  son  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  has  in  his  possession  a  deed  to  an  eighth 
part  of  Montauk  Point,  L.  I.,  which  was  granted 
to  Nathan  Peirson  in  1786.  He  also  has  eleven 
silver  buttons  and  one  cloak  hook  that  belonged 
to  this  ancestor,  and  have  been  handed  down  through 
several  generations. 

Zachariah  Peirson,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
owned  a  good  farm  near  the  town  of  Richmond, 
Mass.,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.     He  was  a  man 
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of  great  force  of  character,  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  his  county,  and  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  He  died  of  apoplexy,  Nov.  15,  1827. 
His  great-grandson,  Eugene  D.,  already  spoken  of, 
has  in  his  possession  a  silver  cup  awarded  to  this 
gentleman  by  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society  for 
having  the  best  cultivated  farm  in  the  county;  it 
bears  the  date  1816.  The  parents  of  Edwin  D. 
were  William  and  Nancy  (Richards)  Peirson,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Richmond,  Mass.,  May 
2,  1793,  and  died  April  17,  1862.  He  was  well  ed- 
ucated, and  like  the  majority  of  the  Peirsons,  fol- 
lowed farming  after  the  most  scientific  ''methods. 
He  also  taught  school,  and  filled  the  various  local 
offices,  being  Selectman,  Clerk,  etc.,  and  also  repre- 
sented his  county  in  the  State  Legislature. 

The  subject  of  this  record  was  reared  at  the 
country  home  of  his  parents,  in  the  outskirts  of 
Richmond,  and  received  his  first  book  lessons  at 
their  hands.  They  were  both  well  educated,  and 
had  been  experienced  teachers.  Later,  he  attended 
the  district  school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
then  took  three  terms  at  a  select  school.  A  few 
days  before  reaching  his  eighteenth  birthday,  he 
commenced  teaching  at  Great  Barrington,  Mass., 
and  the  following  summer  invested  his  earnings  in 
wool,  which  he  had  made  into  cloth  at  a  factory  in 
Pittsfield.  In  the  fall  of  1838  he  started  West  via 
Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Rivers,  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  from  there,  with 
his  gun  on  his  shoulder  and  samples  of  his  cloth  in 
his  pocket,  started  on  foot  for  Illinois,  traversing 
the  State  from  Springfield  to  Bloomington.  He  sold 
his  cloth  for  cash  or  traded  it  for  coon  skins,  for 
which  he  found  a  market  in  St.  Louis.  He  invested 
his  capital  in  buffalo  skins,  and  started  for  his 
Eastern  home,  where  he  found  ready  market  for  the 
"robes"  among  the  NewEnglanders,  to  whom  they 
were  a  great  novelty,  especially  as  they  had  come 
direct  from  the  "  far  West." 

After  this  experience,  Mr.  Peirson  settled  down 
for  a  time  in  his  old  neighborhood,  where  he  first 
taught  school,  and  then  purchased  a  stock  of  goods 
and  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  He  was 
not  suited  with  the  result  of  this  venture,  as  buj^- 
ing  for  cash  and  selling  on  credit  was  not  entirely 
profitable.     Accordingly,  seven  months  later  he  sold 
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out,  and  going-  to  North  Adams,  engaged  as  book- 
keeper in  connection  with  a  furnace,  at  which  he 
was  employed  one  year.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1847, 
he  was  married,  and  after  visiting  with  his  bride  for 
a  time  among  his  old  friends  in  Richmond,  he 
started  to  seek  a  home  in  the  West  once  more.  The 
intention  of  Mr.  Peirson  had  been  to  go  into  Wis- 
consin and  buy  Government  land,  a  tract  of  this 
lying  near  the  present  site  of  Milwaukee  having 
come  into  market,  but  a  brother  of  his  wife  had 
settled  in  Hudson  Township,  this  county,  and  the}^ 
came  this  way  to  visit  them.  Mr.  Peirson  was 
pleased  with  the  outlook  here,  and  purchased  142 
acres  of  timber  land  on  section  7,  in  Hudson  Town- 
ship, at  $6  per  acre,  paying  all  but  $300  in 
cash.  He  immediately  put  up  a  frame  house,  18x 
24  feet  in  area,  the  total  cost  of  which,  besides  his 
own  work,  was  $132.  In  five  years  he  had  the  land 
all  cleared  and  fenced,  and  now  paid  a  visit  to  the 
friends  of  his  youth. 

In  1854  Mr.  Peirson  sold  this  farm  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  the  village  of  Hudson,  where  he 
purchased  ground  and  put  up  five  dwelling-houses. 
In  1858  he  traded  one  of  these  for  the  old  farm, 
and  returning  there  remained  until  1865.  In  tlie 
meantime,  he  planted  one  of  the  largest  orchards  in 
the  county,  embracing  an  extent  of  thirty  acres. 
When  selling  the  farm  a  second  time  he  reserved 
five  acres,  upon  which  he  built,  and  occupied  the 
new  dwelling  until  1881.  He  then  returned  to 
Hudson  Village,  which  remained  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  Dec.  16,  1885. 

Mrs.  Peirson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Clemenza 
Eunice  Wells,  still  resides  in  the  village.  She  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  4,  1823,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Daniel  P.  and  Sarah  (Wells)  Wells, 
who  were  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  people 
of  Ontario  County.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  came  to  the  Territorj^  of  Michigan 
in  1830,  settling  upon  the  present  site  of  Battle 
Creek,  where  he  opened  up  a  good  farm  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Peirson,  Charles  and  Sarah 
(Warren)  Wells,  were  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
spent  their  last  years  at  North  Adams,  Mass.  Mrs. 
Peirson  was  between  two  and  three  years  old  when 
her  mother  died,  and  she  was  reared  by  her  maternal 
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grandparents,  residing  with  them  until  her  marrijige. 
She  received  a  thorough  education  in  the  schools  of 
North  Adams,  Mass,  and  when  seventeen  years  of 
age  began  teaching.  She  was  thus  well  fitted  to  be- 
come the  wife  of  a  man  more  than  ordinarily  capa- 
ble and  intelligent;  and  right  worthily  she  fulfilled 
the  duties  which  devolved  upon  her  in  later  years. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peirson  there  were  born  four 
children,  one  of  whom,  Charles  Dwight,  died  in 
infancy;  Ida  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Fitts,  of 
Blissfield ;  of  Eugene  Douglass,  a  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume ;  while  Eva  Clemenza  is  at 
home  with  her  mother.  They  occupy  a  tasteful 
and  home-like  residence,  the  legacy  of  the  kind  and 
thoughtful  husband  and  father,  whose  name  is  held 
in  tender  remembrance  by  all  who  knew  him. 
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flEHIAL  H.  BRAMBLE,  a  retired  farmer,  and 
at  present  a  resident  of  Tecumseh,  was  among 
the  number  of  those  who,  at  an  early  period 
in  the  history  of  this  State,  migrated  from 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  took  up  their  abode  with 
the  pioneers  of  this  county.  Mr.  B.  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Lodi,  June  22,  1817,  and  is  the  son  of 
Clement  Bramble,  a  native  of  Manlius,  N.  Y.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Moses  Bram- 
ble, left  his  native  State  of  Maryland  when  a  young 
man,  and  removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Prin- 
dle)  Bramble,  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y^ 
The  parental  family  included  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  at- 
tain their  majority,  and  were  all  married,  settling 
mostl,y  in  the  Empire  State;  but  three  of  them  are 
now  living.  The  father  died  when  Jehial  H.  was 
but  six  years  old.  The  latter  remained  with  his 
mother  but  a  year  afterward,  and  was  then  taken 
into  the  home  of  a  distant  relative,  where  he  re- 
mained until  twelve  years  of  age.  During  the  next 
two  years  he  lived  with  another  relative,  and  then 
started'  out  in  the  world  for  himself.  He  worked 
for  a  time  on  a  farm  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  coopering,  and  finally  making  his  way  to  Port 
Byron,  followed  his  trade  for  a  period  of  seventeen 
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years,  a  larg-e  part  of  tlie  time  being  engnged  in  the 
manufacture  of  pork  barrels  for  the  Troy  markets. 

Mr.  Bramble  finally  drifted  into  tlie  State  of 
Michigan,  in  the  meantime  making  a  brief  stay  in 
Ohio.  He  was  married  in  1847,  and  had  left  his 
wife  in  New  York,  while  he  was  looking  about  for 
a  permanent  location.  After  a  brief  stay  in  this 
county  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1850  came  back,  accompanied  by  his  fam- 
ily, and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Macon  Town- 
ship, lie  worked  at  cooi)ering  and  farming  prob- 
ably two  years,  and  then  disposing  of  his  land,  he 
purchased  near  the  present  limits  of  Franklin  a 
farm  of  140  acres,  of  which  he  still  retains  the  own- 
ership. Upon  this  he  effected  good  improvements, 
and  occupied  it  until  the  fall  of  1879,  when,  renting 
the  farm,  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Tecumseh, 
and  is  spending  his  declining  years  in  the  ease  and 
quiet  to  which  he  is  so  justly  entitled. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Anna 
Wixson,  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
20,  1824,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Han- 
nah Wixson,  who  passed  their  early  years  in  the 
East,  and  subsequently  came  to  Michigan.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  spent  the  first  years  of  their  married  life  in 
New  York  State,  and  the  household  circle  was  com- 
l)leted  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  of  whom  only 
one  is  living,  Clement  IL,  the  youngest  born,  who 
now  operates  the  homestead;  Elizabeth  became  the 
wife  of  B.  F.  DuPugh,  and  died  in  1868;  Phebe 
and  Minnie  died  at  the  ages  of  twenty-four  and 
twenty  respectively.  Mr.  Bramble,  politically,  is  a 
stanch  advocate  of  Republican  principles,  and  for 
many  years  served  as  School  Director  in  his  dis- 
trict. 
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fAMES  H.  ROGERS.  The  farming  and 
stock-raising  element  of  Woodstock  Town- 
ship finds  one  of  its  most  worthy  representa- 
tives in  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  lo- 
cated on  section  19.  Like  most  of  the  early  resi- 
dents of  Lenawee  County  he  commenced  at  the  foot 
of  the  ladder  in  life,  and  by  a  course  of  steady  per- 
severance and  industry  has  attained  to  a  good 
position  socially  and  financially.  He  has  been  no 
unimportant  factor  in  the  building  of   the    town- 
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ship,  and  as  a  man  who  takes  pride  in  the  reputa- 
tion of  his  neighborhood,  has  never  been  niggardly 
in  giving  substantial  encouragement  to  the  enter- 
prises calculated  to  enhance  its  standing  and  to 
commend  it  to  an  intelligent  class  of  people  as  a 
desirable  place  of  residence. 

The  Rogers  family,  as  known  in  New  York  State, 
the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  standing 
and  prominence,  honest,  industrious  and  thrifty, 
and  almost  invariably  well-to-do.  William  Rog- 
ers, the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  who 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  family  in  the  United  States, 
emigrated  from  Ireland  in  the  Colonial  days,  and 
settled  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  millwright,  reared  a  fine  fam- 
ily of  sons  and  daughters,  and  witli  his  excellent 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Among  his 
sons  was  John,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who 
spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Empire  State,  and  died 
at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Grand- 
mother Rogers  was  some  years  older  than  her  hus- 
band, and  passed  away  before  his  decease,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty.  They  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  eight  daughters  and  four  sons. 
James  L.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  like  his  ancestor  there 
carried  on  farming  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He 
married,  Jan.  25,  1818,  in  Saratoga,  Miss  Charrila 
Curtib,  and  they  settled  in  Saratoga  County  and 
became  the  parents  of  a  large  famil}^  of  children, 
most  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  and  settled  in 
Michigan. 

James  H.  Rogers  was  born  Dec.  20,  1825,  and 
after  moving  to  Michigan  the  parents  made  their 
home  with  him  until  their  death.  The  father  died 
Feb.  7,  1882,  in  his  ninety -second  year,  having 
been  born  in  1790,  and  his  mother  died  in  March, 
1887,  in  the  nmetieth  year  of  her  age.  Arriving 
in  Woodstock  Township  in  the  sprmg  of  1845,  our 
subject  purchased  land  on  section  6,  which  he  dis- 
posed of  and  bought  a  farm  on  section  18  in  the 
year  1854,  of  which  he  has  since  retained  posses- 
sion. It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  the.  prop- 
erty bore  little  resemblance  to  its  present  condition, 
being  but  slightly  cultivated,  and  with  no  improve- 
ments worthy  of  mention.  Mr.  Rogers  saw  noth- 
ing  before    him    but   years    of    continuous    labor. 
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But  heroically  taking  off  his  coat  he  set  about  the 
task  of  subduing  the  soil,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  began  to  realize  that  his  hand-to-hand  strug- 
gle with  the  elements  of  soil  and  climate  was  likely 
to  result  in  victory  for  himself.  He  not  only  made 
good  headway  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  but 
put  up  here  and  there  a  building  from  time  to 
time,  until  the  neighbors  began  to  remark  that 
"  Rogers  was  a  very  smart  man  and  would  do  to 
put  in  office."  He  was  accordingly  elected  eTustice 
of  the  Peace  and  held  the  position  six  years.  He 
had  usually  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  and  was 
always  a  defender  of  temperance  principles.  In 
the  meantime  he  represented  other  township  interests 
as  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  has  always  been  looked 
upon  as  a  man  of  good  judgment,  whose  opinions 
it  would  be  safe  to  follow. 

Mr.  Rogers,  usually  very  prudent,  carried  out 
this  principle  in  regard  to  his  domestic  affairs,  re- 
fraining from  taking  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bilities of  a  family  until  he  felt  assured  that  he 
could  provide  comfortably  therefor.  He  married 
in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,  April  2,  1865. 
Miss  Marietta  Wilson,  who  was  a  native  of  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  Jan.  16, 
1832,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet 
(Langs)  Wilson,  of  Northumberland  County,  Pa. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  a  carpenter  bj^  trade  and  came  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1835,  settling  in 
Woodstock  Township,  where  he  carried  on  his 
trade  in  connection  with  farming  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
3^ears;  the  mother  survived  her  husband  four  years 
and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  They 
left  eight  children,  of  whom  but  two  are  now  living, 
the  wife  of  oilr  subject  and  her  sister  Minerva, 
Mrs.  R.  P.  Darling,  who  is  a  resident  of  Wood- 
stock. Mr.  Wilson  was  a  true  pioneer,  and  like  the 
brave  men  around  him  battled  manfully  with  the 
difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  settlement,  taking  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  struggling  little  com- 
munity and  becoming  prominent  in  local  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  commenced  life  together 
on  the  farm  where  they  still  reside,  and  which  their 
united  efforts  have  transformed  into  a  beautiful 
and  desirable  homestead.  The  children  who  came 
\Vf    to   brighten  the  household  circle  are  recorded  as 


follows:  Kate  N.  was  born  Nov.  14,  1866,  and 
died  four  days  before  her  seventeenth  birthday; 
eJohn  W.  was  born  Oct.  12,  1868,  was  educated  at 
the  district  school,  and  occupies  himself  on  the  farm 
with  his  father;  Eugene  C.  was  born  Sept.  30, 
1871,  and  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  district 
school,  while  he  lives  at  home  with  his  parents. 
Mr.  Rogers  handles  blooded  stock  principally, 
keeping  Durham  cattle  and  Berkshire  hogs,  raising 
them  for  breeding  purposes.  His  animals  are 
registered  in  the  American  herd-book,  and  will  bear 
comparison  with  the  best  of  their  kind  in  the 
county.  The  conveniences  for  their  care  and  shel- 
ter indicate  the  supervision  of  the  intelligent  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  who  studies  the  best  methods  of 
economy  and  avails  himself  of  the  experience  and 
instruction  of  his  worthy  compeers. 
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(^  ^ILLARD  F.  DAY,  a  retired  farmer  and 
\/jJ//  I'^si^^^^^^  ^^  Hudson  Village,  was  born  in 
Wi  Chesterfield,  Cheshire  Co.,  N.  H.,  Sept.  14, 
1817.  His  father,  Samuel  Day,  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Hillsdale  County,  this  State,  was  born  in 
the  same  town,  June  23,  1784.  The  hitter's  child- 
hood and  youth  were  spent  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, where  he  obtained  a  limited  education  in 
the  district  schools.  In  the  meantime  he  was  reared 
to  habits  of  industry,  and  upon  reaching  his  major- 
ity started  out  for  himself  and  was  employed  as  a 
farm  laborer  for  four  years  before  his  marriage. 

After  this  most  interesting  and  important  event 
of  his  life  Mr.  Day  rented  a  tract  of  land  in  Ches- 
hire County,  where,  after  several  years  of  hard 
labor  he  found  himself  in  but  little  better  condition 
financially  than  when  he  started.  He  had  now  quite 
a  family  upon  his  hands  and  resolved  that  he  must 
make  a  change  of  location.  He  had  but  little 
means  and  having  been  in  communication  with 
friends  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  he  prepared  in  the  spring 
of  1834  to  remove  his  family  and  their  personal 
effects  thither.  They  chose  the  cheapest  route, 
hiring  a  team  to  convey  the  family  and  goods  to 
the  Erie   Canal.     They    crossed    the    Connecticut 
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River  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  from  there  pro- 
ceeded over  the  Green  Mountains  to  Schenectady, 
and  at  that  point  boarded  a  canal  boat  which  con- 
veyed them,  via  Buffalo,  to  Fairport,  Ohio.  They 
visited  with  friends  seven  miles  from  the  latter 
place  and  there  learned  that  land  in  tlie  vicinity  of 
Dayton  was  held  at  high  prices  and  but  little  more 
desirable  than  the  Government  land  which  w^as  be- 
ing disposed  of  at  a  less  figure  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan. 

Mr.  Day,  in  view  of  these  facts,  early  in  the 
month  of  May,  1834,  hired  his  friend  to  take  him 
and  his  family  to  Lenawee  County,  and  during  the 
trip  hither  encountered  the  Worden  family  and 
Liter  Mr.  Tread  well  and  R.  H.  Whitehorne,  who 
were  bound  for  the  same  locality.  At  Baker's  Cor- 
ners, in  Madison  Township,  they  found  a  vacant 
log  cabin  into  which  they  removed  their  goods,  and 
leaving  their  families  there  the  men  of  the  expedi- 
tion proceeded  to  explore  the  Bean  Creek  Valley. 
Ml'.  Day  selected  the  west  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  11  in  what  is  now  Pittsford 
Township,  Hillsdale  County,  and  sent  the  money  to 
Monroe  to  enter  the  land  from  the  Government, 
lie  then  returned  to  the  spot  where  he  had  left  his 
family.  He  hired  a  team  to  transfer  the  goods 
while  the  family  trudged  along  on  foot.  When  we 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  greater 
part  of  their  way  lay  through  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness in  which  a  simple  trail  was  the  nearest  approach 
to  a  road,  and  that  in  some  places  they  were  obliged 
to  cut  their  Avay  through  with  their  axes,  the  tedi- 
ousness  of  the  journey  can  be  better  imagined  than 
described. 

Our  travelers  arrived  at  Bean  Creek  about  11 
o'clock  one  very  dark  night  early  in  the  month  of 
eJune,  and  after  some  difficulty  found  that  there  was 
nothing  but  a  foot  log  by  which  they  could  cross 
the  stream.  Mr.  Worden  waded  in  the  water,  and 
carried  his  wife  across  the  creek  on  his  back,  and 
kindly  offered  to  carry  Mrs.  Diiy,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  over  the  same  way,  but  she  preferred  to 
crawl  over  the  log  on  her  hands  and  knees.  They 
were  made  comfortable  in  the  log  house  of  a  Mr. 
Kidder,  and  remained  there  until  Mr.  Day  could 
remove  to  a  building  of  similiar  description  which 
he  had  found  in  the  neighborhood,   lie  had  entered 


eighty  acres  near  the  Kidder  settlement,  but  found 
that  there  were  160  acres  of  land  on  section  13,  the 
east  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  and  the  west  half 
of  the  northeast  quarter,  which  he  could  obtain, 
made  a  claim  to  it,  and  as  soon  as  possible  put  up  a 
comfortable  log  house  which,  although  making  no 
pretensions  to  elegance,  served  right  well  as  a  pio- 
neer home.  The  roof  was  covered  with  bark  and  the 
floor  to  the  loft  was  made  of  the  same  material.  In 
this  unpretentious  dwelling  the  Pittsford  Township 
courts  convened,  and  our  subject,  Willard  F.,  acted 
as  presiding  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Day  after  entering  his  land  had  money 
enough  left  to  buy  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  assist  in  the 
farm  work,  and  which  were  considered  quite  a  lux- 
ur}^,  as  both  horses  and  oxen  were  scarce  and  few 
men  could  afford  them  at  first.  The  next  question 
was  to  get  something  to  eat.  There  was  plenty  of 
wild  meat  roaming  around  in  the  shape  of  deer, 
turkey  and  other  game,  and  Willard  F.  had  already 
acquired  a  reputation  as  a  good  shot.  He  kept  the 
family  supplied  with  the  choicest  of  meats,  but 
bread  was  not  so  plentiful.  In  order  to  increase 
the  family  income  he  secured  a  job  of  clearing  and 
fencing  five  acres  of  land  at  $10  per  acre,  the  first 
winter  of  their  residence  here,  which  was  considered 
quite  a  bonanza,  as  the  family  w^ere  entirely  out  of 
provisions  and  money,  and  knew  not  where  else  they 
could  procure  any  subsistence  outside  of  wild  meat. 

Samuel  Day,  not  long  afterward,  was  stricken 
with  fever  and  ague  which  incapacitated  him  from 
hard  labor.  Fortunately^  in  his  younger  years  he 
had  learned  to  make  baskets,  and  having  plenty  of 
material  he  turned  his  knowledge  of  this  art  to 
good  account.  While  he  sat  at  home  and  manu- 
factured baskets  his  eldest  son,  Warren,  operated 
as  traveling  salesman,  journeying  with  his  wares,  by 
the  aid  of  a  yoke  of  oxen,  to  Monroe,  where  he 
sold  them  for  cash.  His  sons  were  energetic  work- 
ers like  himself,  and  in  due  time  there  was  a  large 
tract  of  land  cleared  around  the  cabin  and  they 
found  their  financial  condition  assuming  a  firm 
basis.  The  Day  homestead  finally  came  to  be 
known  as  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  cultivated 
and  valuable  in  that  section  of  country.  Samuel 
Day  lived  to  see  his  children  grow  up  around  him 
enterprising  and    prosperous,    and    the    wilderness 
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transformed  into  pleasant  fields  and  well  ordered 
homesteads.  He  rested  from  his  earthly  labors  on 
the  oth  of  Jane,  1856,  when  about  seventy-two 
years  of  age. 

Samuel  Day  in  his  early  manhood  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Cutler,  the  motlier  of  our 
subject,  who  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  N.  IL,  Sept. 
29,  1782.  She  came  to  the  West  with  her  husband 
and  died  on  the  9th  of  November,  1880,  having 
nearly  completed  a  century  of  years.  She  was  a 
woman  strong  both  physically  and  intellectually, 
and  fulfilled  her  duties  as. a  wife  and  mother  in  the 
most  praiseworthy  manner.  She  was  very  coura- 
geous, and  met  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  pioneer 
life  with  that  brave  and  fearless  spirit  which  was 
so  much  needed  in  those  times  of  difficulty  and 
danger.  When  they  came  to  Michigan  the  settlers 
were  often  annoyed  and  frightened  by  wolves,  but 
after  the  extermination  of  these  they  commenced 
keeping  a  flock  of  sheep  and  also  raised  flax.  The 
mother  spun  and  wove  both  woolen  and  linen 
cloth  for  the  use  of  the  household,  and  spent  very 
few  idle  hours  while  providing  for  the  wants  of 
her  family.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  for  many  years  and  their 
kindness  and  hospitality,  both  to  friend  and  stran- 
ger, were  proverbial. 

The  seven  children  of  Sanuiel  and  Lucy  Day  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Warren,  their  eldest  son,  was 
born  May  16,  1812,  and  died  in  Hudson  Township 
in  1885;  William  was  born  May  5,  1815,  and 
served  in  a  company  of  Michigan  Infantry  during 
the  late  war;  he  died  while  in  the  army,  at  Nash- 
ville, three  years  after  the  time  of  his  enlistment. 
Willard  F.,  of  our  sketch,  was  born  Sept.  14,  1817; 
Mary  A.,  born  Oct.  23,  1819,  died  when  an  inter- 
esting young  lady  twenty-two  years  old;  Wilson  L. 
was  born  July  12,  1821,  and  is  farming  in  Pitts- 
ford  Township;  Winslow  H.  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead ;  Fanny  A.,  the  widow  of  Augustus  Kent,  lives 
in  Hudson  Village. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  years  in  the  Old 
Granite  State,  and  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  when  his 
parents  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  The 
land  which  his  father  had  purchased  was  covered 
with  timber  from  which  it  was  the  custom  to  cut 
tlie  trees,  roll  the  logs  together  and  burn    them. 
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Thus  hundreds  of  fine  black-wahnit  logs  which  a 
few  years  later  would  have  brought  a  handsome 
price,  were  destroyed  simply  to  get  rid  of  them. 
Some  of  them  were  also  split  into  fence  rails,  but  as 
miiy  be  supposed  no  great  number  of  these  were 
needed  at  once,  as  the  clearing  necessarily  pro- 
ceeded slowly.  Besides  the  deer,  wolves  and  wild 
turkey  already  mentioned,  a  bear  was  occasionally 
seen,  and  sometimes  without  being  seen,  would  ab- 
stract a  pig  from  the  pen  and  make  off  with  it.  Mr. 
Day  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  his  elec- 
tion as  Register  of  Deeds  for  Hillsdale  County,  and 
then  took  up  his  abode  in  the  towai  of  Hillsdale. 
Tw^o  years  later,  having  served  his  term  of  office, 
he  returned  to  Pittsford  Township  and  purchased 
a  farm  on  section  12,  where  he  engaged  in  general 
agriculture  and  stock-raising  three  years.  In  1864, 
he  sold  out  the  farm  he  then  occupied,  and  coming 
to  this  county  was  for  a  number  of  years  interested 
with  his  brother  Winslow  H.,  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  in  Hudson  Township.  He  now 
owns  one-half  of  the  old  homestead  in  Pittsford 
Township  and  326  acres  in  Wright  Township,  Hills- 
dale County. 

Mr.  Day  while  a  resident  of  Pittsford  Township, 
Hillsdale  County,  was  married,  March  19,  1861,  to 
Miss  Eliza  H.  Holcomb,  who  was  born  in  Varys- 
burg,  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  3,  1833.  Her 
parents.  Chancy  and  Elmira  (Richards)  Holcomb, 
w^ere  natives  of  New  York,  and  now  residents  of 
Wyoming  County,  that  State.  Mrs.  Day  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  cousin,  Wilhani  Richards,  and 
lived  with  him  in  Somerset  Township,  Hillsdale 
County,  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  were  born  two  children:  George  W., 
who  was  born  Feb.  27, 1862,  and  died  Avlien  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years,  Dec.  18,  1878;  and  Willard  F., 
Jr.,  who  married  Miss  Grace  Bradley,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Day  has  held  various  local  offices  of  ti'nst, 
and  w^as  elected  Constable  and  collector  of  taxes 
for  Pittsford  Township,  w^hen  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  Later  he  officiated  as  Town  Clerk,  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Supervisor,  and  has  always  labored 
for  the  best  interests  of  his  connnunity.  From  the 
time  he  became  of  age  until  he  removed  to  Hudson 
Township  he  filled  some  office  in  Hillsdale  County, 
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and  always  with  great  credit  to  himself.  Since  be- 
coming a  resident  of  this  county  he  has  served  the 
people  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Ihidson  Town- 
ship, member  of  the  Village  Board,  and  as  one  of 
the  Village  School  Board. 

jk^  ORGAN  M.  FLORANCE.  Among  the 
representative  men  Jind  successful  agricult- 
li  urists  of  tlie  township  of  Ridgeway,  is  our 
Ifl  subject,  well  w^orthy  to  be  handed  down  as 

such,  as  well  as  an  old  settler,  having  come  to  this 
county  in  183;],  when  a  child  five  years  of  age.  He 
was  born  in  Middlesex  Township,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y., 
June  11,  1828. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Nathan  Florance,  was 
a  native  of  France,  and  came  of  French  parentage 
and  ancestry.  He  came  to  the  United  States  wheia 
a  young  man  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  for 
some  years  making  a  specialty  of  horseshoeing,  at 
which  he  was  very  skillful.  His  wife,  Juliet  C. 
Brewster,  came  of  New  England  an,cestry  extending 
back  to  the  early  settlement  of  the  United  States. 
Nathan  Florance,  after  his  marriage,  went  into 
Middlesex  Township,  Yates  County,  and  there  lived 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years,  when  his  son,  our  subject,  was  only  five 
years  of  age. 

Morgan  M.  Florance  was  the  youngest  but  one 
of  five  children  born  to  his  mother,  who  married 
a  second  husband,  and  finally  came  to  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  dying  in  Charlotte  in  June,  185G.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  was  reared  b}^ 
Augustus  Montgomery,  now  of  Ridgeway  Town- 
ship, with  Avhom  he  came  to  Michigan  in  183o,  and 
lived  with  liim  vmtil  fourteen  years  of  age.  At  this 
time  his  mother  came  here  and  was  married  to  her 
second  husband,  and  Morgan  M.  lived  with  them 
about  two  years.  He  then  went  to  learn  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  but  thinking  it  a  too  shiftless  trade 
for  him,  lie  abandoned  it  and  began  to  work  as  a 
laborer.  By  hard  work  and  strict  economy  he  se- 
cured tifty-seven  acres  of  land,  which  he  yet  owns, 
and  on  which  liis  house  is  built,  which  is  a  part  of 
his  large  and  well-imi)roved  farm  of  124  acres  that 
constitutes  the  northwest  fractional   one-quarter  of 


"T 


section  18,  of  the  township  of  Ridgeway.  His 
farm,  which  was  a  wild,  unbroken  wilderness,  he  set 
al)0ut  to  improve,  and  has  succeeded  well;  he  now 
has  on  it  a  good  house  and  fair  farm  buildings* 

December  29,  1852,  Mr.  Florance  was  married  to 
Miss  Juliet  H.  Tobey,  who  was  born  in  York  Town- 
ship, Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1832,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Olive  (Tinney)  Tobey, 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  who,  after  marriage,  re- 
moved to  York  State  and  lived  for  some  time  in 
York  Township,  Livingston  County.  In  1844  they 
came  to  Michigan,  settling  on  160  acres  of  land  in 
Raisin  Townslu'p,  and  later  went  into  Adrian  Town- 
ship, where  the  mother  died  in  1857  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  The  father  then  went  to  Ovid 
Township,  Shiawassee  County,  where  he  died  in 
September,  1865,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Mrs.  F.  was  reared  at  home  until  her  marriage, 
and  is  the  mother  of  five  children:  Floyd  G.,  who 
took  to  wife  EvaKelley,  and  now  lives  in  Holloway, 
where  he  is  a  clerk  in  H.  H.  Osgood's  store ;  Fannie 
E.,  wife  of  Charles  W.  Culbertson,  a  farmer,  who 
lives  in  Ridgew^ay  Township;  Thomas  T.  and  Mon- 
tie  E.,  who  live  at  home,  and  Volna  E.,  who  is  now^ 
deceased.  Mr.  Florance  has  l)een  Highway  Com- 
missioner, and  politically,  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
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HARLES  F.  FIELD,  publisher  of  the  Te- 
mseh  N'ews^  and  a  comparatively  young 
in,  spent  his  boyhood  in  the  town  of  Man- 
chester, this  State,  where  his  birth  took  place  Sept. 
23,  1851.  His  parents,  John  and  Alcy  J.  Field, 
were  natives  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they 
came  to  this  Sttite  in  1849.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing; the  father  is  dead. 

Young  Field,  after  completing  his  primary  studies, 
entered  tlie  High  School  in  Manchester,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  June,  1871.  He  subsequently 
took  a  classical  course  in  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, and  for  several  years  afterward  taught  school 
in  Clinton,  Manchester,  and  other  towns  in  the  vi- 
cinity. Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  taken  a 
warm  interest  in  educational  matters  and  for  tw\) 
years  was  Township  Superintendent  of  Schools  at 
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Manchester.  While  in  Clinton  he  held  the  office  of 
Township  Clerk  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
School  Board. 

Mr.  Field  on  the  31st  of  December,  1878,  was 
united  inlmarriage  to  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
young  ladies  of  Clinton,  namely:  Miss  Katie, 
daughter  of  Joseph  S.  and  Elizabeth  Kies,  of  Clin- 
ton. Mrs.  F.  was  born  Dec.  20,  1854,  at  the  home 
of  her  parents  in  Clinton.  The  young  people  com- 
menced life  together  in  a  modest  manner,  and  in 
June,  1881,  Mr.  Fields  purchased  the  good-will  and 
business  of  the  Clinton  Me-ivs,  equipped  the  office 
with  new  material,  and  embarked  on  the  tempestuous 
sea  of  country  journalism.  After  an  experience  of 
two  or  three  years,  believing  there  was  a  larger  field 
for  his  business  in  Tecumseh,  he  removed  the  Clin- 
ton J^eivs  to  this  place  in  April,  1884,  and  founded 
the  Tecumseh  'News,  of  which  he  is  now  publisher 
and  proprietor.  The  JVeics  is  a  five-column  quarto 
weekly,  devoted  to  local  and  general  matters  with 
a  page,  for  Clinton  affairs.  It  is  independent  in 
politics,  and  enjoys  a  healthy  and  steadily  increasing 
circulation. 

In  Tecumseh  Mr.  Field  has  been  elected  Town- 
ship Clerk  for  two  years  and  is  at  present  Yillage 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  Tecumseh  Masonic 
Lodge.  Politically,  he  is  an  uncompromising  Dem- 
ocrat, and  religiously,  an  Episcopalian,  in  which 
church  he  officiates  as  Sunday-school  Superintend- 
ent. He  advocates  his  principles  in  a  gentlemanly 
and  fearless  manner,  and  has  hosts   of  friends  and 

well-wishers. 

^    opo    ^ 

^^  C.  IIENDERSIIOTT.  Among  the  young 
and  enterprising  general  farmers  of  Clinton 
Township  our  subject  occupies  a  prominent 
^^  position.  He  is  a  native  of  this  place,  and 
now  owns  and  occupies  the  comfortable  homestead 
where  he  first  saw  the  light  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1844.  Caleb  Hendershott,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  came  from  the  good,  substantial  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  stock.  He  was  born  in  Jersey  Town- 
ship, Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  in  April,  1806, 
and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer, 
which  calling  he  pursued  in  his  native  town  until 
1832,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,     hi  that  year  he 
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purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment on  section  12,  Clinton  Township,  and  later  he 
bought  twenty-five  acres   more,  so  that  at  the  time 
of  his  death   his   homestead  comprised  105  acres  of 
good   tillable   land.      He    was  married    in    1834  or 
1835,   to  Miss   Elizabeth    Shipman,    who    came    to 
Michigan   with  her   parents   when  she  was  a  young 
woman.     After  taking  the  vows  that  made  her  and 
Caleb  Hendersliott  one,  they  settled  on  the  home- 
stead on  section  12,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.     Mrs.  Hendershott  passed  away  in 
1849,  while  her  husband  survived   her  manj^  years, 
his  death   occurring  April    1,    1SS6,  after   he  had 
rounded  out  fourscore  years.     Nearly  sixty  years 
of  his  long    and   useful  life    were    passed    on    the 
homestead  where   he  first  located,  and  in  that  time 
he  saw   many  and   wonderful  changes.     When  he 
came    here    a   young    man    the    country    w^as    but 
sparsely   populated,  and    its    solitude    was  seldom 
broken,   except   by  the  tread  of    the     Indian,  the 
wild    animals   of  the   dense   forests,   or  the  ringing- 
sound  of  the  pioneer's  ax.     The  red  man  is  seen 
no  more ;  wild  animals  are  scarce ;  the  forests  have 
fallen  before  the  march  of  civilization,  and  smiling 
villages  stand  in  the  places  of  the  wilderness.     He 
and  liis  good  wife,  filled  with  the  strength  of  youth, 
courage  and  hope,  struggled  bravely  with  the  hard- 
shii)s  of  pioneer    life,  and   not  only    succeeded  in 
their  own  personal  aims,  but  were  of  the  number 
who  materially  aided  the  young  Territory  in  estab- 
lishing itself  as  one  of  the  future  great  States  of 
the  Union.     They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,    one   of  the   latter  and  two  of  the 
former  of  whom  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  sixth  child  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  reared  on  the  homestead, 
where  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  Clhiton  Township,  May 
6,  1873,  with  Miss  Henrietta  Hendershott.  She 
was  born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  April 
25,  1845,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Even  and  Mar- 
garet (McBride)  Hendershott,  who  came  to  Michigan 
from  Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  18G8  a,nd  lo- 
cated in  Clinton  Township,  wliere  the  father  died; 
her  mother  is  still  living  here  at  a  ripe  old  age. 
Mrs.  Hendershott,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  lived 
with  her  parents  until  her  nuyriage.     To  her  and 
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her  husband  have  been  born  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living,  Roscoe  C.  and  Elmer;  Blanche  is 
deceased. 

Since  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  has 
owned  and  occupied  tlie  old  homestead,  where  he  is 
cJosely  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  sire,  and 
l)Ossesses  in  a  large  degree  his  energy,  good  judg- 
ment and  perseverance.  He  is  honest  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  and  possesses  the  confidence  of 
the  community,  lie  and  his  wife  are  pleasant, 
companionable  people,  and  valued  adjuncts  to  the 
society  of  their  neigiiborhood;  in  politics  Mr.  llen- 
dershott  is  Republican. 
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fi  OIIN  W.  TOLFORD,  an  extensive  land-owner, 
residing  on  section  36  of  Dover  Township, 
where  he  has  lived,  as  boy  and  man,  for 
_  over  half  a  century,  is  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire.  His  father,  Hugh  Tolford,  was  born 
in  Grafton  County,  that  State,  and  his  mother,  Han- 
nah (Currier)  Tolford,  was  born  in  Massachusetts. 
They  first  made  their  home  in  Danbury,  N.  H. 
In  April,  1833,  they  left  their  pleasant  home  amid 
the  rugged,  "  rock-ribbed  "  hills  of  the  Granite 
State,  and  set  forth  with  their  little  family  to  make 
a  home  in  the  unknown  wilds  of  the  great  Territory 
of  Michigan.  On  their  arrival  here,  they  made 
their  home  for  awhile  in  Madison  Township.  The 
next  year,  1834,  Mr.  Tolford  bought  some  land  on 
section  36,  of  Dover  Township,  and  removed  here 
with  his  famil}^  They  made  this  their  abode  till 
death,  the  father  dying  Jan.  23,  1861,  and  the 
mother  March  19,  1866.  They  had  five  children 
who  lived  to  maturity,  namely:  Phillip,  who  lives 
in  Madison  Township;  Sarah  E.,  the  widow^  of  the 
Rev.  John  Thomas,  and  a  resident  of  Adrian ;  John 
W. ;  Lydia  J.,  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Furman,  of  Dover 
Township,  and  Joshua  P.,  who  married  Harriet 
Camp,  and  lives  in  Medina  Township.  Thomas  and 
Mary  are  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Danbury,  Grafton  (A)., 
N.  H.,  Jan.  14,  1826,  and  was  about  seven  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  Michigan.  He 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  did  not 
lack    a  thorough  drill  in  farm  duties,  which,  with 


the  sterling  integrity  and  sound  common  sense  that 
he  inherited  from  bis  hardy  New  Fingland  ancestry, 
have  led  him  to  success  where  many  another  man 
Avould  have  found  nothing  but  failure.  He  owns 
350  acres  of  land,  and  has  a  good  set  of  farm  build- 
ings, and  everything  wherewith  to  carry  on  farm- 
ing to  the  best  advantage.  Besides  this,  he  gave 
eight}^  acres  to  his  oldest  boy. 

Mr.  Tolford  1^  been  twice  married,  first,  in 
Madison  Tovvnship,  to  Sally  A.  Ten  Brook,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  Frank,  now  married  to  Jane 
Leacox,  and  a  resident  of  Madison  Township.  Mrs. 
Tolford  died  Oct.  31,  1852.  She  had  been  to  her 
husband  a  most  praiseworthy  helpmeet.  Mr.  Tol- 
ford's  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Matilda  Stum- 
baugh,  daughter  of  John  and  Susanna  (Miller)  Stum- 
baugh.  They  became  residents  of  Seneca  Town- 
ship in  1848,  and  there  died.  Mrs.  Tolford  was 
born  in  Southampton,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  11, 
1835.  Six  children  have  been  born  of  her  union 
with  Mr.  Tolford — John  C,  Hugh  P.,  Sarah  J., 
Mary  A.,  Robert  J.  and  George  W. ;  the  latter  died 
when  two  years  old.  John  C.  was  first  married  to 
Katie  Ellis;  after  her  death  he  married  Elizabeth 
McCabe,  and  resides  in  Dover  Township.  Hugh  P. 
married  Anna  Lucas,  and  resides  in  Weston,  Mich. ; 
Si) rah  J.  is  the  wife  of  R.  A.  McKnight,  and  resides 
in  Auburn,  Neb.;  Mar}^  A.  is  the  wife  of  E.  T. 
Crowe,  and  lives  in  Butler  County,  Ind. ;  Robert 
J.  lives  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tolford  are  excellent  people,  and 
held  in  high  regard  in  the  community.  Mr.  Tol- 
ford is  a  man  of  much  force  of  character,  and  bears 
an  unblemished  reputation;  he  wields  a  good  in- 
fluence in  the  township.  He  is  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  Prohibition  party,  doing  all  that  in  him  lies  to 
make  that  party  an  important  political  factor  in  the 
country.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  seven  years. 

?RANK  R.  PEARSON  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  section  21,  Woodstock 
'ownship,  to  which  he  came  in  1864,  and 
has  since  resided.  He  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  April   24,  1838,   and  is  the  son  of 
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David  and  Jane  (Pickering)  Pearson,  of  whom  a 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Our  subject 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  engaging  in  general  farm  duties  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  attending  the  district  school  in  the  winter, 
while  he  also  spent  some  time  in  the  select  schools. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  engaged  in  work  by 
the  month,  and  was  thus  employed  some  years. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1862,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Adelaide  Sanford,  who 
was  born  on  the  28th  of  January,  1844.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Delilah  Sanford,  of  whom  a 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Album.  For  the 
first  two  years  after  his  marriage,  our  subject  lived 
on  a  farm  belonging  to  his  father-in-law,  and  in 
18G4  he   came  to  his  present  farm,  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson  have  a  family  of  three 
children — Lewis  D.,  Delbert  F.  and  Eugene  W. 
Lewis  D.  was  born  Nov.  9,  1864;  Delbert  F.,  Jan. 
20,  1869,  and  Eugene  W.,  Aug.  24,  1873.  They 
are  living  with  their  parents,  and  the  two  youngest 
are  attending  the  district  school. 

Mr.  Pearson  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence and  ability.  He  is  one  of  the  best  in- 
formed men  of  the  community,  and  advances  his 
ideas  modestly,  but  firmly,  and  in  clear  and  forci- 
ble language.  He  had  some  experience  out  West, 
and  is  of  a  genial  temperament,  making  him  an 
agreeable  companion.  Li  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  invariably  gives  to  the  measures  advanced 
by  that  party  his  earnest  support.  He  is  also  an 
unflinching  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temperance. 

ENRY  H.RAWSON,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent men  of  Rollin  Township,  first  came  to 
Southern  Michigan  on  a  prospecting  tour  in 
PJ  the  fall  of  1839,  and  in  his  travels  he  jour- 
neyed thirty-three  miles  without  seeing  a  house.  A 
few  weeks  later  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  but 
did  not  abandon  his  first  intention  of  locating  in  the 
West.  Accordingly,  seven  years  later,  in  October, 
1846,  he  returned  to  this  section  of  country,  and 
purchasing  sixty-two  acres  of  land  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship, he  pitched  his  tent  and  prepared  to  cultivate 
the  soil  and  build  up  a  home.  Here  he  lias  remained 


since  that  time,  adding  to  his  landed  interests  until 
he  is  now^  the  proprietor  of  eighty  acres  of  land, 
with  a  commodious  dwelling,  and  the  various  barns 
and  outhouses  necessary  for  the  successful  pi'osecu- 
tion  of  his  calling.  The  residence,  although  put  up 
twenty-five  years  ago,  is  good  for  many  years  to 
come,  as  the  old-fashioned  methods  of  building  re- 
sulted generally  in  more  substantial  structures  than 
those  of  the  present  day. 

My.  Rawson,  upon  coming  to  Lenawee  County, 
at  once  identified  himself  with  the  various  interests 
of  his  township,  being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  and  capable  of  discharging  the  duties 
of  the  various  local  offices.  He  represented  the 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  offi- 
ciated in  the  various  school  offices,  and  was  Town- 
shi[)  Clerk  thirteen  or  fourteen  years.  He  and  his 
estimable  lady  belong  to  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  are  devout  Christian  people,  who  have  shed  a 
healthy  moral  influence  upon  the  community  around 
them.  Mrs.  Rawson  was  at  one  time  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  but  of  late  years,  on  account 
of  ill-health,  has  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  work 
in  which  she  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest.  Mr. 
Rawson,  during  his  early  manhood,  was  identified 
with  the  old  Whig  party,  but  later  endorsed  Repub- 
lican principles. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
March  9,  1817.  His  father,  Theodore  Rawson,  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  all  his  life  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  P^lizabeth  Bussey,  by  whom  he  had  ten  chil- 
dren. The  parents  spent  their  last  years  in  Rollin 
Township,  the  father  dying  in  his  eighty-fourth 
year,  and  the  mother  several  years  earlier,  also  quite 
aged.  Young  Rawson  continued  at  the  homestead 
until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  then  worked  by  the 
month  eight  seasons.  In  1844,  October  30th,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  William 
Cornelius,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  in  the 
biography  of  E.  M.  Cornelius,  presented  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Mrs.  Rawson  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1824,  and  came  with  her 
husband  to  Michigan  in  1846. 

Mr.  Rawson  purchased  his  first  land  in  Rollin 
Township  in  1846,  and  here  their  seven  children 
were  born,  four  of  wliom  lived  to  mature  years,  tln^ 
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otliers  dying"  in  early  cliildliood.  The  eldest  son 
living,  Alonzo  P.,  was  born  May  4,  1848,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
Tuttle,  of  Hillsdale  County;  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  now  deceased,  and  are  resi- 
dents of  Hillsdale  County.  George  H.  was  born 
May  19,  1857,  and  married  Miss  Josie.  daughter  of 
AValter  Jones,  of  Raisin  Township;  they  have  two 
children,  a,  son  and  a  daughter,  and  also  live  in 
Hillsdale  County.  Martin  L.  was  boru  Nov.  8, 
1859,  and  married  Miss  Sadie  Iladley,  of  Hillsdale 
County;  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  and  live 
in  Rollin  Township.  Edward  M.  was  born  March 
11,  1864,  and  married  Miss  Celia,  daughter  of  Amos 
11.  and  Elmira  B.  Cole,  and  resides  with  his  parents. 
Mr.  Kawson  has  been  familiar  with  farming  pur- 
suits all  his  life,  and  takes  pride  in  liis  agricultural 
operations,  while  he  gives  much  of  his  spare  time  to 
the  embellishment  of  the  homestead,  which  is  nota- 
ble as  being  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  Rollin 
Townshii). 
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rp^jDWlN  C.  PORTER,  son  of  one  of  the  ear- 
[W|  liest  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,' occupies 
J[' — ^  a,  snug  home  adjacent  to  the  village  limits  of 
Weston,  where  he  lives  partially  retired  from  active 
labor,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 
He  was  born  and  reared  in  Fairtield  Township,  and 
is  the  son  of  Asaph  K.  and  Rachel  (Glazier)  Porter, 
a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Our  subject  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  at 
the  well-known  old  homestead  in  Fairfield  Tovyu- 
ship,  Feb.  24,  1837,  and  was  the  first-born  in  the 
cabin  home  of  his  parents.  He  grew  up  amid  the 
wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  being  carefully  trained 
to  habits  of  industrj^  and  economy,  and  continued 
a  member  of  his  father's  household  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Porter  began  farming  on  his 
own  account  in  Fairfield  Township,  on  a  tract  of 
land  not  far  from  the  old  homestead,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  about  1887.  He  then  sold  this  prop- 
erty and  purchased  the  ground  which  he  now  owns, 
and  which  is  quite  valuable,  Its  near  proximity  to 
the  vihagc  of  Weston  makes  it  desirable  as  a  resi- 


dence, while  the  soil,  by  a  process  of  careful  culti- 
vation, yields  abundantly  the  choicest  products  of 
this  region. 

Mr.  Porter  was  married,  March  27,  1860,  shortly 
after  his  twenty-third  birthday,  to  Miss  Mary  C, 
daughter  of  Oramel  A.  and  Cornelia  (Willey) 
Sackett,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  residence 
of  John  1.  Knapp  in  Fairfield  Township.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Porter  were  natives  of  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared  and  mar- 
ried. Mr.  Sackett  was  born  Jan.  20,  1807,  and  de- 
parted this  life  at  his  home  in  Blissfield,  Sept.  11, 
1879.  His  wife,  Cornelia,  had  preceded  him  to  the 
other  life  thirty-one  years  before,  her  death  taking 
phce  in  the  summer  of  1848,  at  Blissfield.  The  pa- 
rental household  included  three  children:  Eliza, 
the  wife  of  M.  L.  Rice,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  this  State;  Daniel,  who  died  when 
twoyearsof  age,  and  Mary  C,  Mrs.  Porter,  who  was 
born  in  Blissfield  Township,  Sept.  26,  1838,  and 
continued  with  her  parents  until  the  death  of  the 
mother.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have 
been  born  two  children,  Herbert  W.  and  Cora. 
The  former  married  Miss  Florence  Quick,  and  is  in 
business  as  a  druggist  in  Weston,  while  the  daugh- 
ter is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject,  politically,  is  an  active  Prohibition- 
ist, and  religiously,  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Porter  was  reared  a 
Methodist,  to  Avhich  faith  she  still  adheres.  The 
Porter  family  is  well  known  throughout  Lenawee 
County  as  representing  its  best  elements  of  citizen- 
shi]). 

^if  OHN  BOYD.  There  are  few  men  in  Macon 
Township  who  stand  higher  in  the  good 
opinion  of  an  intelligent  community  than 
(^/j  the  subject  of  this  biography.  He  has  been 
prospered  in  his  efforts  at  securing  a  handsome 
home  and  a  competency,  and  the  beautiful  farm 
which  attracts  the  eye  of  the  admiring  traveler  is 
but  the  just  reward  of  honest  toil,  frugality  of  liv- 
ing, and  wise  management.  The  residence,  one  of 
the  most  elegant  in  Lenawee  Comity,  is  built  of  brick, 
with  two  stories  and  basement,  and  combines  com- 
fort and  beauty  to  perfection.     The  adjacent  farm 
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buildings  are  fully  in  keeping  with  the  residence, 
and  the  live  stock,  embracing  cattle  and  horses, 
sheep  and  swine,  is  of  the  most  excellent  grade, 
while  the  farm  machinery  is  of  the  latest  and  most 
improved  pattern,  combining  everything  required 
by  the  modern  and  progressive  agriculturist. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  most  thrifty  and  intel- 
ligent farmers  of  Michigan  were  born  and  reared 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  to  the  North 
of  Ireland  especially  is  Lenawee  County  indebted 
for  many  of  her  most  enterprising  and  prosperous 
citizens.  Mr.  Bo^yd  was  born  in  County  Antrim, 
Jan.  11,  1830,  and  comes  of  old  Scotch  ancestry, 
who  fied  from  their  native  land  to  escape  religious 
persecution  in  the  seventeenth  century.  His  father, 
Samuel  Boyd,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  county, 
where  he  followed  farming  in  a  modest  manner,  and 
married  Miss  Jane  Kyle,  a  lady  of  ancestry  similar 
to  his  own.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  Boyd,  Sr., 
also  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  married  Miss  Jane 
Carson,  a  Scotch  lady,  who  lived  to  be  eightj^  years 
of  age.  They  spent  their  lives  after  their  marriage 
in  County  Antrim,  and  were  stanch  Presbyterians, 
religiously. 

Samuel  Boj^d,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  con- 
tinued a  resident  of  his  native  county  until  most  of 
the  family  had  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
Not  long  after  setting  foot  on  American  soil,  they 
made  their  way  to  New  York  State,  locating  in 
Livingston  County,  to  which  our  subject  had  come 
in  1848,  he  being  the  first  of  the  family  to  locate 
in  that  county.  He  was  but  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years  when  he  left  his  native  land  and  arrived  here 
nearly  penniless  and  among  strangers.  He  was 
hopeful,  however,  as  long  as  he  had  his  stout  hands 
and  courageous  heart,  and  at  once  employed  him- 
self at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  working  for 
some  time  as  a  farm  laborer. 

We  now  go  back  to  the  incidents  which  trans- 
pired in  connection  with  the  voyage  of  the  father 
of  our  subject  to  the  New  World.  They  took 
passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Belfast,  and  eleven 
weeks  later  were  driven  ashore  off  Jersey  Beach  by 
a  severe  storm,  which  destroyed  and  sank  the  ves- 
sel, but  not,  however,  until  the  passengers  had  been 
taken  off  safely.  Before  this  the  Boyd  family  had 
all  become  sick  with  the  measles,  which  they  had 


caught  from  other  passengers,  and  which  came  very 
near  proving  fatal,  being  aggravated  by  the  expo- 
siu*e  at  the  time  of  shipwreck.  Th6y  lost  all  their 
personal  effects,  but  John  Boyd  was  a  man  of  great 
courage  and  did  not  allow  these  troubles  to  dismay 
him  so  long  as  his  family  was  spared  to  him.  They 
soon  found  friends,  and  ere  long  recovered  from 
the  disaster  of  shipwreck  and  illness. 

Our  subject,  in  the  fall  of  1853,  left  his  home  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  made  his  way  to 
this  State,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 35,  Macon  Township,  this  county.  He  located 
in  the  wilderness,  and  proceeded  to  cultivate  the  soil 
and  build  up  a  homestead,  upon  which  he  remained 
until  1865,  then  purchased  his  present  farm,  taking- 
possession  of  it  in  the  spring  of  1866.  Here  lie  has 
lived  since  that  time,  putting  forth  his  best  efforts 
for  the  improvement  of  his  property,  and  adding 
each  year  those  embellishments  which  tend  to  en- 
hance its  beauty  and  value.  The  lowland  has  been 
drained  with  about  900  rods  of  tiling,  and  more 
than  17,000  has  been  expended  on  the  residence 
and  out-buildings. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Tecumseh,  this  county, 
Feb.  9,  1857,  to  Miss  Margaret  Boyd,  a  distant 
relative,  who  like  himself  is  a  native  of  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  February,  1828. 
Her  parents  were  David  and  Rosa  (Boyd)  Boyd, 
also  natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  where  the 
father  died  when  comparatively  a  young  man  and 
when  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Boyd,  was  but  a  child. 
He  served  during  the  French  War,  being  frequently 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  for  many  years  was 
a  sailor  on  board  a  British  man-of-war.  After  his 
death  the  widow  came  with  her  family  to  the 
United  States,  locating  first  in  New  York  State,  and 
later  coming  to  Michigan.  The  mother  lived  to  be 
eighty-eight  years  of  age,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Boyd,  Sept.  7,  1875.  The  wife 
of  our  subject  received  her  education  ni  the  com- 
mon schools  and  remained  with  her  mother  until 
her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd's  eldest  son,  Thomas,  after 
leaving  the  primary  school,  took  a  course  at  Valley 
Seminary,  and  later  entered  the  Commercial  Col- 
lege in  Detroit,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a  first- 
class  book-keeper,  and  is  now  employed  by  the  firm 
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of  Savage  &  Farmen,  extensive  breeders  of  Norman 
horses  and  other  fine  stock.  Margaret  J.,  the 
daughter,  is  also  fairly  educated,  and  remains  at 
home  with  her  parents.  The  family  belong  to  the 
Reformed  Church  of  South  Macon.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a 
Republican  politicall}^,  and  has  served  as  Supervisor 
of  Macon  Township,  and  for  some  time  has  been  a 
elustice  of  the  Peace. 


-^— — ^^ ^- 

^^  AVID  PONTIUS  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years  has  been  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of 
his  way  as  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  citizen 
and  farmer,  holding  a  w^orth\^  position 
among  the  people  of  Clayton,  where  he  became  a 
resident  in  the  spring  of  1886.  He  owns  a  snug- 
farm  of  ninety  acres  of  land  on  sections  10  and  15  in 
Dover  Township,  which  is  supplied  with  all  the  ap- 
pliances required  for  its  proper  care  and  cultivation, 
and  which  yields  him  annually  a  handsome  income. 
He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years,  and  School 
Inspector  several  terms.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  and  regular  attendants  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  liberal  and  cheerful 
supporter  for  many  years,  and  has  for  the  past 
thirty  years  been  an  active  worker  in  Sunday- 
schools  and  churches,  holding  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent of  Sunda}^ -schools  at  least  twenty  years. 
Politically,  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Henr^^  and  Mary 
(Smith)  Pontius,  were  natives  of  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  whence  they  removed  to  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there,  in  1854,  to  this 
county,  locating  in  Dover  Township.  The  father, 
while  on  a  visit  to  his  daughter  in  Grand  Haven, 
Mich.,  died  Oct.  23,  1869,  while  the  mother  died  at 
the  homestead  in  Dover  Township,  Oct.  18,  1878. 
The  parental  household  included  nine  children,  two 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  of  whom  David  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  born  while  his  par- 
ents were  residents  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  near 
the  town  of  Fayette,  April  11,  1830.  Young  Pon- 
tius spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  amid  agricultural 
scenes  and  employments,  and  has  always  been  con- 
tent   with   a    farmer's    life.     He    was    twenty-four 
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years  of  age  ui)on  coming  to  this  county,  and  had 
for  a  year  occui)ied  the  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  State  Agricultural  Farm,  in  Seneca  County. 
Arriving  in  Southern  Michigan  in  the  spring  of 
1861,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  he  first  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  on  sections  10  and  15  in 
Dover  Township,  subsequently  adding  to  this,  un- 
til he  has  a  handsome  property  of  ninety  acres,  a 
part  of  which  was  included  in  his  father's  old  home 
place. 

Mr.  Pontius  was  married  in  his  native  county, 
Feb.  13,  1851,  to  Miss  Cordelia,  daughter  of  Daniel 
H.  and  Mary  (Phillips)  Bryant,  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Her  parents  removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
early  in  life,  and  the  mother  died  there,  April  23, 
1870.  Mr.  Bryant  is  still  living,  being  in  his 
eighty-eighth  year.  The  parental  family  included 
nine  children,  one  son  and  eight  daughters,  Mrs. 
Pontius  being  the  third  daughter.  She  was  born  in 
Yarick,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  6,  1827,  and  was 
there  reared  to  womanhood,  receiving  careful  train- 
ing from  a  judicious  mother,  and  a  fair  education 
in  the  common  schools. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pontius  have  two  children  only,  both 
daughters:  Alice  C.  is  the  wife  of  R.  B.  Sutton,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Dover  Township,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Album;  they  have 
two  daughters — Maggie  and  Florence.  Ida  A., 
Mrs.  Lucius  Judson,  is  a  resident  of  Clayton,  and 
the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Alice  H.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Pontius  was  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  serving  many  years  as 
Supervisor  of  his  township,  and  also  as  County 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  discharging  the  duties  of 
these  offices  in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself  and 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 


jAMESB.  COLVIN.  Among  the  ideal  far- 
i  mers  of  Southern  Michigan  our  subject  ranks 
among  the  first.  For  many  years  after  com- 
ing to  this  State  he  uiade  a  specialty  of  sheep- 
raising,  but  of  later  years  he  has  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  general  farming.  During  the  time  he  was 
engaged  in  sheep- raising  he  made  a  specialty  of 
fine  merinos,  of  which  he  sometimes  had  very  large 
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tloeks,  and  was  considei-ed  the  most  extensive  raiser 
in  Southern  Micliigan.  He  has  Jn  his  possession 
to-day  many  first  prizes  awarded  to  his  flock  at 
agricultural  and  stock  exhibitions.  Mr.  Col v in 
has  always  been  an  enthusiast  in  the  cultivation  of 
stock  of  various  kinds,  and  his  knowledge  of  tlie 
qualities  of  horses  is  very  full  and  comprehensive. 
He  has  erected  upon  his  farm  perliaps  the  finest 
residence  outside  of  Adrian  It  is  built  of  brick 
and  is  of  the  modern  style  of  architecture,  while 
the  material  entering  into  its  construction  is  all  of 
the  best.  His  barns  are  said  to  be  the  best  arranged 
and  largest  in  capacity  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Colvin  was  born  in  Groveland,  Livingston 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  5,  1H26,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
Colvin,  who  was  born  in  Count}^  Antrim,  Ireland, 
March  4,  1791.  When  a  boy  he  learned  the 
hatter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  he  came  to 
America  in  1818.  The  latest  recollection  Mr.  Col- 
vin has  of  his  ancestors  is  of  one  Dr.  Colvill,  a 
clergyman,  who  went  with  his  wife  from  Scotland 
to  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  of  England,  and  built  Gilgorm  Castle, 
where  he  lived  and  died.  This  castle  is  still  in 
good  preservation  and  parts  of  the  walls  of  its  park 
are  still  standing.  William  when  a  bo^^  often  vis- 
ited the  old  castle,  and  remembers  seeing  in  the 
family  vault,  under  the  chapel,  the  leaden  coffins  of 
his  ancestors,  the  Doctor,  his  son  and  grandson. 
As  is  often  the  case,  the  ancestral  name  of  Colvill 
in  time  was  allowed  through  carelessness  to  be 
called  Colvin,  by  this  and  other  branches  of  the 
family,  both  in  America  and  Ireland,  but  the  name 
Colvill  IS  still  retained  by  a  brother  in  Philadelphia, 
several  of  whose  family  are  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits. 

In  1830  William  Colvin  came  to  Michigan  with 
Robert  Boyd  and  Fulton  Jack,  who  accompanied 
him  from  Ireland.  He  located  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  11,  Raisin  Township,  and  returned  to 
his  home  in  Groveland,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1832,  he  again  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
more  land  on  sections  16  and  22,  and  returning  to 
New  York  was  a  passenger  on  the  new  steamboat 
''Washington,"  which  then  plied  between  Detroit 
and  Buffalo.  During  their  passage  down  Lake  Erie 
a   terrible    storm    arose    and  the    boat    was   blown 
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ashore  and  wrecked  near  the  Iowcm-  end  of  Long- 
Point.  There  were  over  thirty  passengers  on  board 
but  only  one  life  w*as  lost,  that  of  a  young  man, 
who  became  so  alarmed  bj^  the  situation  that  he 
attempted  to  swim  ashore.  In  May,  1834,  Mr.  Col- 
vin brought  his  family  to  Michigan,  and  settled  on 
his  first  purchase,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Oct.  6,  1879.  In  1811  William 
Colvin  married  Miss  Letitia.  daughter  of  James 
and  Jennie  Smith,  of  Carnlea,  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  three  sons 
and  five  daughters,  recorded  as  follows:  John  w^as 
born  Dec.  15,  181 4,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Ionia  County, 
Mich.;  Jeanett  was  born  June  15,  1817,  and  is 
now  the  widow  of  Jacob  Snyder,  of  Macon  ;  Mary 
was  born  July  15,  1819,  and  is  the  wife  of  John 
Potter,  of  Oakland,  Cal. ;  these  were  born  in  County 
Antrim,  Ireland.  Jane  was  born  in  Brighton,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  6,  1822,  and  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Hugh 
McConnell,  of  Fairfield,  this  county;  William  was 
born  in  Groveland,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  19,  1824,  and  is  a 
stock-raiser  of  Larned,  Pawnee  Co.,  Kan.;  James  B. 
is  our  subject;  Elizabeth  was  born  in  Groveland,  N. 
Y.,  Feb.  6,  1829,  and  died  in  Raisin  Township, 
in  September,  1837;  Caroline  N.  Avas  also  born  in 
Groveland,  N.  Y.,  May  1,  1831.  The  mother  of 
these  children  was  born  in  Carnlea,  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  July  10,  1791,  and  came  to  America  with 
three  small  children  in  1820,  two  years  after  the 
coming  of  her  husband.  She  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Raisin  Township,  Dec.  5,  1878. 

James  B.  Colvin  was  brought  up  a  farmer,  but 
received  a  liberal  education,  having  attended  the 
best  schools  of  the  county  during  the  time  of  his 
school  days.  He  lived  with  his  father  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  life  for  him- 
self. For  a  period  of  eight  years  he  worked  by  the 
day  or  month,  five  years  of  this  time  being  in  the 
service  of  Judge  C.  A.  Stacy.  In  1853  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  120  acres  on  section  6,  in  Raisin 
Township,  and  in  1865  he  purchased  fifty  acres  on 
section  9,  in  the  same  township,  upon  which  he 
moved  in  1867,  and  to  which  he  has  added  until 
he  now  owns  225  acres.  On  the  27th  of  January, 
1856,  Mr.  Colvin  married  Miss  Harriet  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Matilda  Tilton,  of  Raisin  Town- 
ship, by  whom  he  has  had  three  children,  as  follows: 
... ....^ ....«.™««««.«««.... ..^ .«.«.««««^#|ii^. 


f 

n 


f 


t 


'4 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


-#^-»-4# 


689 


Josephine  L.  was  born  Sept.  25,  1857;  Herbert  J., 
Oct.  12,  1860,  and  Nora  B.,  June  27,  1870. 

Mr.  Colvin  has  traveled  a  good  deal  during  his 
life,  particularly  tlirough  the  western  part  of  this 
country,  and  having  been  a  close  observer  is  able 
to  impart  a  vast  amount  of  information  regarding 
that  part  of  Uncle  Sam's  domains.  Politically  he 
has  nearly  all  his  life  acted  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  is  a  man  of  strong  Prohibition  proclivi- 
ties. Upon  all  subjects  he  is  liberal  minded,  and 
manifests  a  very  generous  public  spirit  in  regard 
to  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  people. 


-^-^^^ 


*^ 


RS.  JANE  PEARSON.  In  this  aged  and 
beloved  lady  we  have  an  illustration  of  all 
the  womanly  virtues,  as  exhibited  in  a  long 
and  useful  life,  during  the  changes  of  which 
she  has  borne  herself  with  the  patience  and  forti- 
tude which  have  endeared  her  to  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  She  has  had  a  long  and 
interesting  experience,  dating  over  a  period  of  more 
than  threescore  years  and  ten,  and  embracing  the 
vicissitudes  of  life  in  a  new  country  during  its 
transformation*  from  a  wilderness  to  the  abode  of 
a  civilized  and  highly  cultivated  people.  Previous 
to  her  settlement  here,  she  with  her  husband  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  a  sailing-vessel,  a  trip 
which  in  those  days  w^as  no  ordinary  undertaking, 
accompanied  not  only  by  inconvenience  but  dan- 
ger, and  barren  of  the  safeguards  and  comforts 
which  are  now  thrown  around  the  ocean  voyager. 
In  contemplation  of  the  many  changes  through 
which  she  has  passed  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  the  whole  seems  more  like  a  dream  than  the 
real  events  of  one  life's  brief  span. 

Mrs.  Pearson  was  born  among  the  hills  of  York- 
shire, England,  March  25,  1815,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Ann  (Jordan)  Pickering,  who  were 
natives  of  the  same  county,  where  they  spent 
their  lives;  the  family  was  one  of  prominence 
in  that  region.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
gardener  by  occupation,  but  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Pearson  foUow^ed  farming  in  Yorkshire.  He  was 
the  possessor  of  a  good  property  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years,  while  his  wife  was  seventy- 


two  at  the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  a  few 
years  before  that  of  her  husband.  The  home  circle 
comprised  five  children — Mary,  Harriett,  Jane, 
Hannah  and  Robert. 

Mrs.  Pearson  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
reaching  womanhood.  She  was  married  in  her  na- 
tive county  to  one  of  her  own  countrymen,  David 
Pearson,  who  was  born  not  far  from  the  childhood 
home  of  his  wife,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1812.  In 
his  native  England  he  was  employed  around  the 
seashore  at  fishing  and  otherwise,  but  when  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  results 
of  his  labors,  he  determined  to  change  his  location 
and  occupation,  and  in  the  spring  of  1837  set  out 
with  his  family  for  the  United  States.  He  located 
first  in  Livingston  Count3%  N.  Y.,  and  employed 
himself  at  farming  two  years,  then,  in  the  fall  of 
1839  he  left  the  Empire  State  for  this  county.  Mr. 
Pearson  soon  after  his  arrival  in  Woodstock  Town- 
ship, bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  from  which 
by  the  exercise  of  years  of  labor,  he  cleared  a  good 
farm  and  put  up  suitable  buildings.  He  invested 
still  further  in  real  estate,  and  the  property  now 
comprises  112  acres  of  land  well  tilled  and  producing 
in  abundance  the  choicest  crops  of  Michigan.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Pearson  left  England  in  1839  and 
joined  their  son  in  this  county,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days,  the  father  dying  in 
1840,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  the 
mother  a  good  man}^  years  later  when  ninety-nine 
years  of  age. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson  are 
recorded  as  follows :  Frank  was  born  April  24, 1838, 
and  married  Miss  Adelaide,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Sanford,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
and  has  three  children ;  Hannah  P.  was  born  Sept. 
12,  1840,  and  is  the  wife  of  G.  H.  Hutchins;  Ann 
Ehzabeth  was  born  Aug.  12,  1843,  and  is  the  wdfe 
of  Charles  Hacket,  of  Napoleon,  a  painter  by  trade; 
Charles  W.  was  born  May  11,  1846,  married  Miss 
P^va  Richardson,  and  is  the  father  of  several  chil- 
dren;  Alfred  R.  was  born  June  13,  1848,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  ICola  Salsbury;  he  is  farming  in  Nebraska 
and  has  three  children.  Harriet  M.  was  born  June 
28,  1850,  married  Darius  Iveson,  and  lives  in  Ne- 
braska; Fletcher  was  born  Nov.   28,  1853,  married 
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Anna  Iveson,  and  also  resides  in  Nebraska;  p]mnia 
J.  was  born  Dec.  31,  1855,  and  was  married  to  Rev. 
A.  R.  Keeler,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chnrch  in  Kent  Comity ;  Lewis  F.  was  born  June 
18,  1859,  and  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Parker,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Parker,  of  this  township;  he  is  a 
farmer  and  occupies  the  homestead  with  Mrs.  Pear- 
son. 

David  Pearson,  upon  becoming  a  naturalized 
citizen,  identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  took  a  genuine  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  his 
adopted  country,  and  aided  according  to  his  ability 
the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  with  which  he,  together  with  his 
estimable  wife,  became  connected  many  years  ago. 
In  this  he  officiated  as  Class- Leader  and  Steward, 
and  was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  society.  After 
reaching  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age  he  rested  from 
his  earthly  labors  on  the  8th  of  March,  1872, 
mourned  by  his  family,  to  whom  he  had  been  an  in- 
dulgent father  and  husband,  and  the  community,  by 
whom  he  was  held  in  universal  respect. 


THOMAS  J.  PILBEAM.  This  gentleman,  who 
all  his  life  has  been  identified  with  the  farm- 
ing interests  of  Ridgeway  Township,  is  the 
son  of  an  intelligent  Englishman  who  came  across  the 
water  in  earl}^  manhood  and  cast  his  lot  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  Northwest.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  County  Kent,  and  is  still  living  in  Ridgeway 
Township,  being  now^  in  the  seventy -second  year  of 
his  age  and  retired  from  active  labor. 

Mr.  Pilbeam  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  1, 
Ridgeway  Township,  where  he  owns  sixty  acres  of 
land,  finely  improved,  of  which  lie  took  possession 
in  1872.  Adjoining  this  property,  in  Dundee  Town- 
ship, Monroe  County,  is  also  an  improved  tract  of 
eighty  acres,  which  Mr.  P.  purchased  in  1882,  and 
where  he  has  also  erected  good  buildings.  His 
farming  operations  have  been  conducted  with  rare 
good  judgment,  and  the  hand  of  taste  and  refine- 
ment   has    evidentl}^  been   employed  in  every  de- 


tail. The  proprietor  is  a  man  most  pleasant  to 
meet  and  converse  with,  being  well  informed, 
intelligent  and  genial,  and  in  all  respects  evidenc- 
ing the  gentleman  "  to  the  manor  born." 

Our  subject  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  at 
his  father's  homestead  in  Ridgeway  Township, 
Aug.  25,  1844.  The  father,  William  Pilbeam,  was 
a  native  of  County  Kent,  England,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Hanna  Hause,  who  came  with  him 
across  the  Atlantic  and  cheerfully  shared  with  her 
husband  the  vicissitudes  of  life  in  a  new  country^ 
They  not  only  had  to  contend  with  a  foreign  soil  but 
different  manners  and  customs,  unlike  those  to 
which  they  had  been  reared.  They  possessed, 
however,  those  elements  of  character  which  are 
everywhere  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  honest 
gentleman  and  gentlewoman,  and  soon  gathered 
about  them  scores  of  Avarm  friends  among  the 
early  residents,  who  shared  alike  their  trials  and  for 
the  most  part  their  successes. 

Thomas  J.  Pilbeam  remained  under  the  home 
roof  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  and  then 
began  life  on  his  own  account.  He  was  married,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Ridgeway  Township,  to 
Miss  Adelaide  Hall,  who  vvas  born  in  the  village  of 
Tecumseh,  and  had  spent  her  life  thus  far  in  Ridge- 
way Township.  Mrs.  P.  only  lived  a  few  years 
after  her  marriage,  her  death  taking  place  at  her 
home  in  Dundee  Township  in  1876.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  were  three  children,  the 
youngest  of  whom,  an -infant,  followed  its  mother 
soon  after  its  birth.  The  two  surviving  children 
are:  Mary  Edith,  who  was  born  March  12,  1873, 
and  Ida  L.,  Jan.  1,  1875.  They  are  now  living 
in  Tecumseh,  this  county. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Pilbeam  took  place 
Nov.  28, 1876,  with  Miss  Adeline,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Susan  (Ilanlon)  Masten,  who  are  now  residents  of 
Milan  Township,  Monroe  County.  They  came  to 
the  West  in  their  youth  and  were  married  in  Mon- 
roe County,  where  they  have  since  lived.  The 
father  foUow^ed  farming  and  has  accumulated  a 
good  property.  Mrs.  Adeline  Pilbeam  was  born  in 
Milan,  July  9,  1855,  and  received  her  education  in 
the  district  school.  She  was  trained  by  a  careful 
mother  to  all  needful  housewifely  duties,  and  by 
her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the    motlier 
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of  five  children— WilliMui  J.,  Jc^ssie  L.,  JMyrtie  E., 
Shirley  and  Minerva.  Mr.  F.  meddles  very  little 
with  polities  or  public  affairs,  but  upon  occasions  of 
general  elections  he  casts  his  vote  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 


i*«u^A^  vv^iZjZjZ/ts^^* 


>->*^^4i}/d7R^^'-*/\/^ 


m- 


y^^^  HARLES  W.  PELHAM,  working  upon  the 
ill  ^^  maxim  that  a  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss, 
^^y  still  clings  to  the  old  homestead  of  his  father, 
where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  over 
forty  years  ago,  on  the  13th  of  March,  1842.  His 
father,  Richard  Pelham,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Michigan  Territory,  coming  to  this  section  of 
country  when  the  track  of  the  deer  and  the  wild 
Indian  still  lingered  upon  the  sod.  He  took  up 
eighty  acres  of  Government  land  in  Woodstock 
Township,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

Richard  Pelham,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  8,  1810,  and 
was  a  resident  of  his  native  township  until  a  youth 
of  eighteen  ^^ears.  He  then  went  over  into  Dela- 
ware County,  in  the  same  State,  and  formed  a 
matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Abigail  Avery,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1831.  Four  years  later 
tliey  set  out  with  their  little  family  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  and  here  endured  the  privations 
and  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life.  Richard 
Pelham,  as  an  intelligent,  industrious  and  public- 
spirited  man,  ever  maintained  an  interest  in  tlie 
welfare  of  his  adopted  township,  and  was  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  serving  as  the  first  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  this  part  of  the  county,  which  office 
he  held  for  many  years  and  received  much  credit 
for  his  wise  and  oftentimes  original  methods  in 
dealing  with  offenders.  He  was  also  Commissioner 
of  Highways  and  Assessor,  and  in  addition  to  his 
quite  extensive  farming  interests  followed  his  trade 
of  a  millwright.  The  Pelhams  as  a  famil}^  were 
largely  devoted  to  farming  pursuits,  although  they 
also  engaged  in  merchandising. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
five  children,  recorded  as  follows :  Hannah  S.  was 
born  in  December,  1831,  and  became  the  wife  of 
James  Peterson,  of  Jackson  County,  and  the  mother 
«4#...- — ««-.-_.««.,^ ^ . -««««,— -^—^ 


of  ten  children,  eiglit  now  living;  Henry  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1834,  married  Miss  Helen  Bolton,  and^be- 
came  the  father  of  six  children,  of  whom  but  three 
are  living;  he  is  carrying  on  farming  in  Dakota. 
Loretta  was  born  April  18,  1836,  married  James 
R.  Terpeney,  and  has  two  children;  Harman  I.  Q. 
was  born  July  18,  1838,  married  Miss  Fannie 
McConnell,  and  had  four  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  deceased ;  Charles,  of  our  sketch,  was  the 
youngest  child.  Henry  Pelliam,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  died  when  a  young  man  in 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1813.  The  grandmother, 
Margaret  (Gray)  Pelham,  survived  her  husband, 
remaining  a  widow  for  over  fifty  years,  her  death 
taking  place  when  she  was  eightj^-four  years  of  age, 
in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Pelham  remembers  many  of  the  incidents  of 
thirty-five  years  ago,  and  the  steady  development 
of  the  wilderness  into  smiling  fields  and  comfort- 
able homesteads.  He  received  a  fair  education  in 
the  district  school,  and  when  young  was  taught  to 
be  of  use  around  the  farm.  As  may  be  supposed 
his  present  home  loses  none  of  its  attractions  on 
account  of  having  been  his  boyhood's  tramping 
ground.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  was  married 
to  a  maiden  of  his  own  township,  Miss  Mar}^  Ma- 
tilda Lapham,  and  they  are  the  proud  parents  of  a 
blooming  family  of  nine  children,  who  with  one  ex- 
ception are  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  One 
daughter,  Meta,  is  the  wife  of  Oliver  Holmes,  of 
Wales,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children. 

Mr.  Pelham  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
McClellan  and  has,  with  few  deviations,  continued 
a  Jacksonian  Democrat. 

^-^^ ^ 

ENRY  PULVER,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  came  to  this  county  when  a  young 
man  of  strong  hands  and  stout  heart,  and 
put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  during  the 
building  up  of  a  settlement  from  the  wilderness, 
looking  not  only  to  his  own  interests,  but  to  those 
of  the  people  around  him.  After  a  well-spent  life, 
during  which  he  has  been  a  worthy  illustration  of 
honesty,  temperance,  and  all  the  other  qualities  that 
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go  to  make  up  tlie  good  citizen,  he  has  retired  from 
active  labor  and  is  spending  his  declining  years  in 
ease  and  comfort  in  the  village  of  Onsted. 

Mr.  Pulver  has  a  fine  property  on  section  20,  in 
Cambridge  Township,  comprising  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  good  build- 
ings, live  stock  and  machinery,  and  all  the  appur- 
tenances necessary  to  the  complete  modern  country 
estate.  This  land  Mr.  Pulver  purchased  in  1855, 
and  made  it  his  home  until  his  removal  to  Onsted, 
in  1886;  it  is  now  operated  by  Samuel  White,  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Pulver  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1825,  and 
was  twenty -three  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  father  to  this  county.  The  latter,  Michael 
Pulver,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and 
had  farmed  in  Dutchess,  Wayne  and  Onondaga 
Counties.  Upon  coming  to  Michigan  he  located  in 
the  woods  of  Cambridge  Township,  not  far  from  the 
present  site  of  the  village  of  Onsted,  where  he  made 
some  improvements  and  lived  until  18G8,  then  re- 
moved to  a  new  farm  of  160  acres  near  Grand 
Traverse.  Here  he  died  in  1872,  when  seventy 
years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
days  Miss  Mary  Knickerbocker,  of  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.  The  parental  household  was  com- 
pleted by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  eight  sons  and 
one  daughter,  of  whom  five  of  the  former  are  yet 
living  and  one  still  unmarried.  Henry,  of  our 
sketch,  was  the  sixth  child,  and  remained  under  the 
liome  roof  until  reaching  his  majoritj'.  On  the  13th 
of  eJanuary,  1851,  he  took  for  his  wife  Miss  Har- 
riet E.  Greenleaf,  wiio  was  born  April  24,  1834, 
and  was  reared  in  Cambridge  Township.  Of  her 
father,  John  Greenleaf,  mention  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  Charles  W.  Greenleaf,  which  will  be  found 
on  another  page  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Pulver  died  at 
the  homestead  in  Cambridge  Township  in  August, 
1864. 

Our  subject  was  subsequently  married,  July  22, 
1865,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stephenson,  who  was  born 
in  Cambridge  Township,  April  14,  1839.  Her  par- 
ents, John  and  Mary  (Brears)  Stephenson,  were 
among  the  earl}^  pioneers  of  this  section  and  died 
in  Cambridge  Township  some  years  ago.  Father 
Stephenson  was  a  very  capable  and  intelligent  man. 


and  followed  the  business  of  veterinary  surgeon 
the  last  twentj^-five  years  of  his  life.  He  was  born 
and  married  in  Yorkshire,  England,  from  which  he 
emigrated  in  the  thirties  and  from  that  time  was 
mostly  a  resident  of  Cambridge  Township.  He  was 
sixty-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1875, 
and  his  wife  was  sixty-eight  when  she  died,  in 
1881. 

Mrs.  Pulver  received  a  good  education  in  the 
district  schools  and  continued  with  her  parents  un- 
til her  marriage.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  Onsted,  and  Mr.  Pulver, 
politicall}^,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 
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^DWIN  PICKFORD,  who  has  one  of  the 
best  appointed    farms    in  Rome  Township, 

d  crossed  the  Atlantic  from  England   when  a 

young  man  twenty-four  years  of  age,  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  New  World.  He  was  born  in  Som- 
ersetshire, March  2,  1828,  and  first  set  foot  upon 
American  soil  in  the  summer  of  1852.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  his  native  county,  and  was  accompanied  by 
his  young  wife  on  his  ocean  voyage.  After  a  brief 
time  spent  in  New  York  City  they  proceeded  west- 
ward and  located  in  RoUin  Township,  this  county, 
staying  three  years  with  the  brother  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ford.  Our  subject  then  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  same  township,  upon  which  he  labored  ten  years 
and  then  traded  the  property  for  his  present  home- 
stead. This  comprises  120  acres  of  land  in  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation,  with  good  buildings  which 
were  mostly  put  up  by  the  present  proprietor. 

During  his  residence  of  twenty  years  in  Rome 
Township  Mr.  Pickford  has  distinguished  himself 
as  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  by 
the  building  up  of  his  own  valuable  home  alone  has 
contributed  much  toward  the  reputation  of  this 
section  of  country.  He  comes  of  stanch  English 
ancestry,  and  his  father,  John  Pickford,  a  native  of 
Somersetshire,  spent  his  entire  life  near  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  when  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Joyce, 
who  survived  her  husband  manv  vcars  and  died  in 
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P^iigland,  at  the  age  of  seveiity-iive.  Hiey  wer(3 
the  parents  of  five  chiklren,  tliree  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, one  in  England  and  two  here. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood  was 
Miss  Cecelia  Pope,  was  also  a  native  of  Somerset- 
shire, and  was  born  Sept.  22,  1831.  Her  father, 
James  Pope,  kept  a  public  liouse  in  Somersetshire 
and  also  carried  on  farming.  He  was  diligent  in 
business,  providing  comfortably  for  his  family,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years  in  his  native 
shire.  The  mother,  who  was  formerly  a  Miss  Beld- 
ing,  passed  away  previous  to  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, at  the  age  of  fortj^-six  3^ears.  The  Pope 
family  principally  followed  the  trades  and  merchan- 
dising. 

The  children  of   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pickford  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Cicero  J.  was  born  May  2,  1854, 
and  married  a  Miss  Lamoeaux,  of  Rome  Township; 
they  have  three  children.     James  E.  was  born  Nov. 
22,  1857,   and  continues   at   home   with  his  father; 
Harriet  B.  was  born  Sept.   5,  1860,  and  became  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Chase,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the    | 
Union   army   and  died  in  1874,  leaving  a  wife  and    | 
three  children;  Mrs.  Chase  receives  a  pension  from 
the  Grovernment.  Austin,    who   wvas   born   Nov.   8, 
1865,  and   Leslie   J.,  Sept.    24,    1869,   are  at  home    I 
with  their  parents.     The  children  received  a  good    | 
education  in  the  district  school,  and  Mr.  Pickford,    I 
with  the  boys  who  are  voters,  supports  the  Demo-    | 
cratic  party.     He  concerns  himself,  however,  very    | 
little  with  politics, 


\t^^^  R.  NELSON  H.  KIMBALL,  of  Adrian,  is 
a  member  of  the  medical  profession,  to 
wdiich  he  has  devoted  many  3^ears,  and  in 
which  he  has  become  a  prominent  figure. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Martinsburg,  Lewis 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  10,  1820.  His  father,  Jarvis  Kim- 
ball, was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  when 
our  subject  was  but  two  years  of  age.  When  left 
an  orphan  our  subject  was  adopted  into  the  family 
of  Arba  Jones,  of  Martinsburg,  N.  Y.,  who  emi- 
grated from  that  State  in  1837,  and  settled  in 
Seneca,   Lenawee   County.     While  yet  residing  in 
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IVIartinsburg  young  Kimball  attended  the  district 
schools,  where  he  began  the  education  which  was 
completed  in  after  life. 

Li  1839,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  our  subject 
went  to  Tecumseh,  wliere  he  engaged  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  under  tlie  instructions  of  Charles 
Van  Volkenburg.  After  working  at  this  for  some 
years  at  various  places,  including  Galena,  111.,  and 
Adrian,  Mich.,  he  entered  the  office  of  Drs.  Spald- 
ing and  Barnard  in  1847,  and  began  the  study  of 
medicine.  He  prosecuted  his  studies  in  their  office 
until  he  was  fitted  for  entering  the  Cleveland  Medi- 
cal College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
credit  to  himself  in  1850.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  continuously  and  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Adrian  and 
vicinity.  Ever  since  the  beginning  of  his  profes- 
sional career  Dr.  Kimball  has  been  a  close  student, 
with  quiet  and  unassuming  manners. 

Besides  occupying  a  prominent  position  in  his 
profession.  Dr.  Kimball  has  served  with  honor  and 
credit  in  various  public  capacities.  Eor  four  years 
he  was  Alderman  for  the  Second  Ward  of  Adrian, 
during  whicli  period  he  acted  as  Chairman  of  the 
committees  on  sewers,  x>aving,  gas  and  fire  depart- 
ment. For  three  terms  he  was  at  the  head  of  the 
municipal  government  of  Adrian,  having  been 
elected  Maj^or  by  a  complimentary  majority,  and 
in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  office 
gave  universal  satisfaction.  He  has  also  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Adrian.  For 
a  long  period  of  years  he  was  surgeon  for  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company,  and 
in  that  capacity  performed  good  service  for  the 
company,  as  well  as  many  humane  acts  for  the  un- 
fortunates who  became  victims  of  railroad  disasters. 
He  was  City  Physician  of  Adrian  for  a  term  of 
two  3'ears,  and  was  a  member  of  the  old  Adrian 
Guards  from  1845  until  1861,  at  which  time  the 
company  disbanded. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1850,  Dr.  Kimball  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Abbie  J.  Jones, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Jones,  and  a  sister 
of  John  F.  Jones,  all  of  Adrian.  There  have  been 
no  children  by  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Kimball  was 
born  in  De  Ruyter,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  6, 
1827,  and  while  yet  living  in  that  State  received  a 
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good  education.  She  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1840,  and  settled  in  Adrian.  Dr.  Kim- 
ball is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Adrian,  to  which  he  is  quite  liberal  in 
his  support.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  highly 
esteemed  for  their  social  qualities  and  their  genuine 
benevolence. 


ARTIN  DeLAND  is  worthily  filling  his 
niche  in  life  as  an  industrious  and  well-to- 
do  member  of  the  farming  community  of 
Fairfield  Township,  where  he  has  146  acres 
of  land,  occupying  the  greater  portion  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  14.  He  has  been 
essentially  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  as  he 
began  the  struggle  of  life  on  his  own  account  with 
comparatively  nothing.  He  is  now  in  possession  of 
a  fine  homestead,  a  snug  bank  account,  and  has 
hosts  of  friends.  He  has  been  a  solid  member  in 
the  development  of  Fairfield  Township,  acquitting 
himself  as  one  of  its  most  thorough  and  skillful 
agriculturists,  and  is  in  all  respects  a  conscientious 
and  praiseworthy  citizen. 

Many  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  country  were 
emanations  of  the  solid  old  Empire  State,  and  of 
that  class  of  people  were  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject, Joseph  and  Sally  (Baker)  DeLand,  natives  of 
New  York,  who  after  their  marriage  came  to  the 
West  and  located  in  Fairfield  Township,  where 
they  labored  to  build  up  a  good  homestead,  and 
surround  themselves  with  the  comforts  which  they 
had  honestly  earned.  Joseph  DeLand  departed  this 
life  at  the  homestead  March  15,  1879,  while  the 
mother  is  still  living,  and  remains  near  the  spot 
where  she  and  her  husband  first  settled,  and  wliere 
their  children  were  born.  These,  five  in  number, 
were  named  respectively:  Mary  A.,  Charles  G., 
Albert,  Martin  and  Salina  A.  Mary  A.  died  when 
fourteen  years  of  age;  the  others  are  mostly  resi- 
dents of  -this  county,  and  settled  in  comfortable 
homes  of  their  own. 

Martin   DeLand  was  born  in  Fairfield  Township 

Jan.  25,  1845,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and   youth 

after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  assisting 

his  parents  around  the  homestead  during  the  seasons 
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of  sowing  and  harvesting,  and  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  in  winter.  With  the  exception  of 
eighteen  months  spent  in  Clinton  County  he  has 
l)een  a  resident  of  Fairfield  Township  his  entire 
life,  and  continuously  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Mr.  DeLand  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  after  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  was  then 
married  in  Ogden  Township,  July  4,  1869,  to  Miss 
Carrie  Smitli,  who  was  born  in  Fulton  County, 
Ohio,  July  23,  1847.  Her  parents,  William  and 
Rachel  (Hughes)  Smith,  w^ere  natives  respectively 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  sailor 
by  occupation,  and  died  on  board  a  boat  on  which 
he  was  Captain  on  the  Erie  Canal  about  1852.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  a  resident  of  Fairfield 
Township.  The  parental  household  included  five 
children;  namely:  Margaret  A.,  Obediah,  Carrie, 
William  H.  and  Melissa.  Two  of  these  died  in 
childhood;  the  others  lived  to  mature  years,  and 
those  surviving  are  residents  of  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeLand  after  their  marriage 
settled  in  Fairfield  Township  on  section  13,  wdiere 
they  continued  until  taking  possession  of  their  pres- 
ent homestead.  The  family  circle  includes  five 
children,  namely:  Emery  A.,  Forest,  Orlando  S., 
Ernest  R.  and  Vernon  C.  The  first  and  fourth  died 
in  infancj^  The  others  are  at  home  with  their 
parents,  completing  tlieir  education  and  preparing 
to  take  their  proper  station  in  life  as  the  children 
of  worthy  and  rei)u table  citizens,  Mr.  DeLand 
votes  tlie  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  takes  a 
genuine  interest  in  township  affairs.  He  has  served 
as  Highway  Connnissioner  two  years,  and  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  So- 
cially  he  belongs   to  Fairfield   Lodge  No.   125,  F. 

&  A.  m: 

^  J^ARREN  OILBERT  is  numbered  among  the 
\jqJ//  niost  prominent  and  wealthy  farmers  of 
W^  Rome  Township.  He  came  to  this  State 
in  1843,  and  engaged  largely  in  stock  dealing, 
which,  together  with  the  cultivation  of  a  large  ex- 
tent of  land,  became  the  source  of  a  snug  little  fort- 
une, which  he  is  now  living  to  enjo}^  in  the  most 
sensible  manner.     His  landed  interests  include  700 
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acres,  with  a  full  set  of  haiKlsoiue  and  substantial 
frame  buildings,  and  all  the  other  accessories  of  the 
modern  country  homestead. 

Oiu'  subject  was  born  in  Richmond,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  3,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Ellas 
Gilbert,  Jr.,  who  was  born  near  the  city  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  Nov.  29,  177G.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Elias  Gilbert,  Sr.,  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary AVar,  and  besides  being  a  soldier,  w^as  a 
farmer,  tanner  and  currier.  In  1852  he  accom- 
})anied  his  son  ElifiS  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  there 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety- five  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried twice,  and  his  family  included  nine  children, 
of  whom  Elias,  Jr.,  was  the  eldest  born  of  the  second 
marriage.  The  latter,  upon  reaching  manhood,  was 
first  married  to  Miss  Folly  Steele,  who  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  in  1781.  She  removed  with  her  lius- 
bnnd  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there 
while  a  young  woman,  thirty-four  years  of  age.  Of 
this  marriage  there  were  born  four  children.  Elias 
(iilbert,  Jr.,  became  the  father  of  tlie  following 
children:  Poll3%  Amanda,  Marietta,  Warren,  of  our 
sketch,  Theodosia  and  Ann  E. 

Warren  Gilbert  remained  v/ith  his  parents  in  his 
ludive  county,  ;md  assisted  his  father  at  farm  work 
until  reaching  his  majorit\^  then  starting  out  for 
himself  he  came  to  Grand  River,  Clinton  County, 
this  State,  in  October,  1843,  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  land,  farmed  one  year,  then  traded  it  for  ninety- 
three  acres  in  Rome  Townsliip.  To  this  he  added 
by  degrees,  and  was  uniformly  prospered  in  his 
labor  of  tilling  the  soil  and  stock-raising.  In  this 
hitter  industry  he  has  had  an  experience  of  twenty- 
live  years,  and  formerly  gave  considerable  attention 
to  sheep-raising;  one  season  he  sheared  2,900  head. 

Mr.  Gill)ert,  in  1845,  was  married  to  Miss  Almira 
^I.  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  29,  1825,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Wheeler  and 
Hannah  Reed,  natives  of  Vermont.  Erom  the 
Green  Mountain  State  Wheeler  Reed's  parents  re- 
moved to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days.  Wheeler  and  Hannah 
Jieed  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  several  of 
Avhom  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  this  county. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  there  were  born  three 
children:  William  Goodell,  their  eldest  son,  was 
born    April    18,    184G,   and  married    Miss    xilbina 


Eddy;  they  settled  on  the  Gilbert  homestead  and 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  but  he  died  March  2G, 
1884.  Theodosia  Gilbert  is  the  widow  of  William 
jVI.  Sheppard,  and  has  one  child,  Warren  G.,  sixteen 
years  of  age;  Erank  W.  married  Miss  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  William  White,  of  Cambridge,  and  is  carry- 
ing on  farming  in  Rome  Tcjwnship. 

Mr.  (xilbert  has  supported  the  Republican  party 
since  its  organization.  He  has  always  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  local  matters,  and  has  been  Path- 
master  in  Rome  ToAvnship  since  the  first  year  of  his 
residence  here. 

^ ^^ ^ 


l>dLLIAM   STOCKWELL    was 
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'    of    the 

M  brave  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  and 
,^  ^  left  a  comfortable  home  in  (^ne  of  the  old- 
est States  of  the  Union,  to  come  into  the  unbroken 
wilderness  of  this  State,  while  yet  a  young  man, 
willing  to  labor  hard  to  clear  a  small  tract  for  cul- 
tivation, that  he  might  in  after  years  reap  the  ad- 
vantages of  its  fertile  soil  and  salubrious  climaXe. 
He  was  born  in  Ira,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  21, 
1809,  and  departed  this  life  Nov.  28,  1871.  His 
father,  Eleazer  Stock  well,  was  born  April  21,  17G3, 
and  was  a  pioneer  of  Cayuga  County,  where  his  last 
years  were  spent. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  but 
when  quite  young,  ere  he  had  formed  aii}^  new  ties, 
he  started  for  the  then  far  western  Territory  of 
JMichigan.  Coming  to  Hudson,  he  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land  from  the  Government  on  sections  2 
aud  3  of  this  townsliip,  on  which  he  built  a  log- 
house,  and  set  up  housekeeping  by  himself.  He 
commenced  clearing  his  land,  and  succeeded  ad- 
mirably, but  the  duties  of  the  house  were  too  ardu- 
ous and  he  grew  tired  of  his  lonely  life.  He  ac- 
cordingly repaired  to  his  old  home  in  1839,  and  on 
the  2d  of  May,  that  year,  he  was  married  to  Ehza 
A.  Horton,  who  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  1,  1811.  After  marriage  he  returned 
to  Hudson  accompanied  by  his  bride,  whom  he  at 
once  installed  as  mistress  of  his  log  cabin.  Then 
prosperity  smiled  upon  him,  and  he  soon  had  a  fine 
farm  under  cultivation,  and  replaced  the  humble 
log  cabin  by  a  substantial   frame  house.     Here    he 
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and  bis  good  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
Hves,  his  death  occurring  as  ah-eady  stated,  and 
Mrs.  Stockweli's  July  5,  1882.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Stock- 
well  of  the  Presbyterian.  To  them  were  born  two 
children,  Stephen  William  and  Sarah  Madeline,  both 
of  whom  are  now  living  on  tlie  homestead.  The 
former  was  born  in  Hudson,  Nov.  9,1843;  the  lat- 
ter in  Sterling,  N.  Y,,  while  her  parents  were 
there  on  a  visit,  May  28,  1846. 

There  are  but  few  tracts  of  land  in  this  county 
that  have  not  changed  owners  since  being  pur- 
chased from  the  Government,  but  the  Stock  wells 
still  own  and  occupy  the  land  that  their  father  en- 
tered so  many  years  ago  in  the  early  history  of  this 
county.  These  worthy  descendants  of  those  hon- 
ored pioneers  are  well  sustaining  the  reputation 
earned  by  their  parents  for  honesty,  integrity,  and 
high  moral  worth,  and  the  Stock  well  name  still 
stands  as  a  synonym  for  all  that  is  good  and  honor- 
able. 


^^^  TEPHEN  W.  CURTIS.  Among  the  en- 
^^^  terprising  farmers  of  Hudson  Township, 
\u/_jft  not  one  is  more  prospered  in  his  work  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  native 
of  Ira,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  March  17, 
1831.  He  is  a  descendjuit  of  the  Rev.  Stephen 
Curtis,  a  Baptist  divine  of  New  England  origin. 
The  reverend  gentleman  when  lie  first  went  to  New 
York  lived  for  a  time  in  Washington  County,  then 
went  to  Otsego  County,  where  he  bought  a  large 
farm,  and  became  engaged  extensively  in  farming 
while  still  exerAsing  his  office  of  minister.  Although 
he  bore  the  title  of  Reverend,  he  was  well  adapted 
for  a  business  life,  and  accumulated  quite  a  property. 
He  continued  to  make  his  home  in  Otsego  County 
until  his  death,  which,  however,  did  not  take  place 
at  his  residence,  but  on  his  return  from  a  visit  to 
his  sons,  in  Michigan,  in  1837.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Polly  Loomis,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children. 

David  Curtis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
during  the  residence  of  his  parents  in  Cambridge, 
Washington  County,  Feb.  9,  1802,  and  was  very 
young  when  they  removed  to  Otsego  County,  whei'e 
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he  grew  to  manhood.  He  joined  the  State  Militia 
as  soon  as  old  enough,  and  soon  received  an  officer's 
commission.  From  Otsego  County  he  removed  to 
Cayuga  County,  and  buying  a  farm  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  eight  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Otsego  County,  where  he  remained  until  his 
removal  with  his  family  to  Michigan,  in  1840. 
They  came  via  canal  and  lake  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
thence  by  rail  to  the  western  terminus  of  the  rail- 
way in  Adrian,  and  from  there  to  Hudson  Town- 
ship. Flere  they  settled  on  section  11,  on  land 
that  Mr.  Curtis  had  bought  in  1833,  but  had  never 
before  seen.  He  rented  a  house  near  by  for  the 
home  of  his  family,  and  a  few  acres  of  improved 
land.  During  the  following  spring  and  winter  he 
built  a  dwelling  on  his  own  land,  and  commenced 
the  removal  of  the  forest  trees,  and  at  tlie  time  of 
his  death.  May  15,  1877,  he  had  a  comfortable 
home  and  a  well- improved  farm.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Charlotte  St.  John,  was  born  in 
Chagrin  Village,  Ohio,  Oct.  17,  1807,  and  died  Jan. 
10,  1876. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  nine  years  old 
when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and 
remembers  w^ell  the  condition  of  the  country,  which 
w^as  then  in  a  half  wild  state,  while  deer,  bears, 
wolves  and  other  wild  animals  had  not  yet  aban- 
doned the  forests  which  still  covered  large  portions 
of  the  country.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  having  with  great  enterprise 
established  himself  in  business  as  a  traveling  pro- 
vision dealer,  driving  a  w^agon  into  the  country  to 
supply  the  inhabitants  with  fresh  meat.  That  busi- 
ness led  him  into  dealing  in  live  stock,  and  in  1850 
he  bought  a  carload  of  cattle  and  took  them  to 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  wliere  he  disposed  of  them.  He 
continued  to  ship  cattle  for  a  number  of  years 
while  still  conducting  his  provision  trade,  but  on 
account  of  ill-health  he  was  finally  c>bliged  to  dis- 
continue this  profitable  business.  Since  then  he 
has  devoted  his  attention  to  general  farming,  rais- 
ing and  feeding  stock.  He  resided  on  the  homestead 
until  after  his  father's  death,  when  he  tlum  disposed 
of  it,  and  has  since  occupied  his  present  farm,  on 
section  10,  wdiich  is  under  admirable  tillage  and  is 
well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  a  stock-raiser. 

Mr.    Curtis   was  married,  in  September,  1857,  to 
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Jeiinettc  Ladd,  n  nntive  of  Victor,  Ontario  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  John  I.add.  After  a  few 
years  of  wedded  life  he  was  called  ui)on  to  mourn 
tlie  death  of  her  who  had  been  to  liini  an  amiable 
compani<m,  her  death  occurring  Feb.  IH,  1866,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-four  years  and  six  months.  She 
left  two  children:  Adaline,  who  is  now  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Rowley,  of  Hudson;  and  George  W.,  who  also 
resides  in  Hudson. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mr.  Curtis'  present  wife  was 
IMartha  J.  Sutton.  Slie  vvas  born  in  Medina  Town- 
ship, this  county,  Oct.  13,  1843,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  I),  and  Abignil  (Knapp)  Sutton.  Her 
marriage  with  our  subject  occurred  Feb.  19,  1868, 
and  to  them  liave  been  born  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living — William  J.  and  John. 
Freddie  M.,  the  second  child,  was  born  Feb.  25, 
1873,  aud  died  in  December  of  the  same  year. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Curtis  were  the  first  couple 
married  in  Medina,  and  there  also  her  father's 
death  occurred,  July  25,  1877.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Repvd)lican  party  of  that  town- 
ship, as  in  cjuiy  life  he  had  been  a  Whig.  Mrs. 
Curtis'  mother  is  now  living  on  the  old  home  place, 
in  Medina.  She  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  came  with  her  parents,  John  and  Mamre 
(Hotchkiss)  Knapp,  to  Michigan,  in  1S35,  where 
her  father  erected  the  first  building  in  Medina.  He 
lived  to  be  ninety-four  years  of  age,  while  his 
wife  died  at  ninety-two.  Mrs.  C/urtis  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  heartily  co-operates 
with  others  in  carrying  on  its  useful  work.  Mr. 
Curtis  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  good  citizen  and 
an  honorable  man.  In  politics  he  acts  with  the 
Rei)ublican  party,  but  would  never  consent  to  run 
for  office,  although  many  times  solicited  to  do  so. 
He  is  now  Tresident  of  the  farmers'  picnic,  that  is 
annually  held  at  Devil's  Lake. 


*-^^^.s  ^5**^ 
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W'^INI^TELD  SCOTT  is  perhaps  the  youngest 
resident  of  Medina  Township  represented  in 
this  work,  but  behig  the  son  of  one  of  its 
earliest  pioneers,  it  is  hy  no  means  out  of  place  that 
he  should  receive  due  recognition.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent pleasantly  located  (m  section  :)1,  just    starting 
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for  himself,  and  has  before  him  the  pros[)ect  of  a 
home  and  competency.  He  is  operating  on  sixty- 
eight  acres  of  land,  with  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
tinguish himself  among  the  other  men  who  have 
stepped  into  the  places  of  so  many  of  those  who  have 
gone  the  wa}^  of  all  the  earth,  but  who  have  left  be- 
hind them  i\  record  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  child  of 
Luther  and  Betsy  (Tabor)  Scott,  the  latter  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  her  husband,  and  both  natives  of  New 
York  State.  He  was  born  in  Medina  Townshi[), 
Sept.  6,  1867,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  attending 
the  district  school  in  winter  and  making  himself 
useful  about  the  farm  in  sunnner.  He  developed 
into  manhood  in  Medina  Township  and  before  reach- 
ing the  nineteenth  year  ol  his  age,  was  married  June 
15,  1886,  to  Miss  Mary,  fourth  daughter  of  Jona- 
thau  Hartman,  of  Mill  Creek  Township,  Williams 
Co.,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Scott  was  in  her 
girlhood  Miss  Eliza  Schisler,  and  of  her  marriage 
Avith  Mr.  Hartman  there  were  born  six  children, 
three  girls  and  three  boys.  The  Hartmans  are  among 
the  most  worthy  residents  of  Mill  Creek  Township, 
occupying  a  comfortable  homestead   in  Alvordton. 

Mrs.  Scott  was  born  June  1,  1866,  and  reared  in 
Wright  Township,  where  she  received  her  education. 
Of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  there  has  been 
l)orn  one  child,  a  daughter,  Deltll3^ 

ANIEL  ROOT  is  an  enterprising  farmer  of 
Hudson  Township,  wliere  he  is  also  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  sorghum  sugar  and 
molasses,  having  established  here  the  first 
factoiy  for  that  purpose  erected  in  the  State.  It 
is  now  one  of  the  most  important  industries  in  this 
section  of  Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  Root  was  born  in  Eaton,  Madison  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  3,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  eTustus  Root,  a 
native  of  Grafton,  Conn.,  where  the  grandfather, 
Solomon  Root,  carried  on  the'  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  It  is  thought  that  the  latter  was  a  life-long 
resident  of  Connecticut.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  he 
then  went  to  live  with  an  elder  brother  in  Madison 
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County,  N.  Y.  He  married  there  Sarah  Griswold, 
a  native  of  Eaton,  whose  father,  William  Griswold, 
a  native  of  New  England,  was  an  early  settler  of 
that  town.  Mr.  Root  bought  land  in  Platon,  and 
engaged  in  farming  there  the  rest  of  his  life,  his 
death  occurring  about  the  year  1868,  six  years 
after  the  death  of  his  wife. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  in  the 
parental  family  of  eight  children,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place. 
When  not  attending  school  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  farm  work;  then,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  after  the  first  six  months  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  two  years.  He  then  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  calling  to  wiiich  he  had  been  bred, 
and  buying  the  old  homestead,  which  was  his  birth- 
place, engaged  in  the  culture  of  hops  with  much 
profit.  He  continued  hi^  residence  there  until 
1863,  when,  concluding  to  try  farming  in  Michigan, 
he  sold  the  old  farm  and  came  to  this  county, 
w^here  he  purchased  100  acres  of  land  in  Rollin 
Township,  and  soon  after  bought  forty  acres  more. 
In  1869  he  established  the  manufacture  of  sorghum, 
which  he  has  since  engaged  in  with  great  success. 
He  first  crushed  the  cane  by  a  two- horse  power 
sweep,  but  in  1882  his  business  had  so  increased 
that  his  accommodations  and  machinerj^  Avere  alto- 
gether inadequate.  He  therefore  erected  a  build- 
ing, 26x50  feet,  and  in  188:5  erected  another  24x50 
feet.  In  the  first  building  he  put  in  a  forty-horse 
power  engine  and  a  100-horse  power  boiler,  and 
now  has  the  largest  manufactory  of  the  kind  in 
the  State.  In  1885  he  made  13,000  pounds  of 
sugar,  receiving  from  the  State  a  bounty  of  two 
cents  a  pound.  Besides  this  industry  he  also  makes 
each  year  a  considerable  quantity  of  choice  apple 
butter,  which  finds  a  ready  market. 

Mr.  Root  was  married,  March  26,  1854,  to  Miss 
Lucinda  Patterson,  who  was  born  in  Madison, 
Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  11,  1831.  Her  father, 
George  Patterson,  was  a  farmer  residing  in  Madi- 
son, where  his  death  occurred  in  August,  1849. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Clarissa  Howard, 
was  a  native  of  New  York  Mills,  Oneida  Co.,N.  Y. 
Her  father,  Ansel  Iloward,  a  native  of  New  En- 
gland, was  an  (mrly  settler  of  Madison,  where  heim- 
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proved  a  farm,  on  which  he  spent  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life.  His  widow  came  to  Michigan, 
and  spent  her  last  years  liere.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Root  three  children  have  been  born,  namely:  AYar- 
ren  G.,  Arthur  H.  and  Burdette  N.  Warren  mar- 
ried E.  Georgine  Williams,  and  resides  with  his 
parents;  Arthur  is  at  present  in  Dakota,  while  Bur- 
dette is  attending  school  at  Fayette,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  stanch  and  influen- 
tial members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  are  held  in  deservedly  high  respect  by  all 
who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance  and 
friendship.  In  politics  Mu.  Root  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Republican  party,  and 
advocates  its  measures  by  voice  and  vote. 
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OSS  PARSONS.  Prominent  among 
Iturists  of  Lenawee  County  is 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  since  his 
marriage  been  located  on  a  fine  farm  in  Woodstock 
Township,  where,  besides  general  farming,  he  gives 
his  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  particu- 
larly horses.  He  was  born  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1 832,  in  Verona,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of 
Hiram  and  Sarah  A.,  (Loss)  Parsons,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  26, 
1803. 

Hiram  Parsons  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  in 
the  winter  engaged  in  hauling  lumber  from  the 
Catskill  Mountains,  remaining  until  1828,  when,  on 
the  24th  of  September  of  that  year,  he  was  united 
in  marriage.  He  afterward  lived  in  different  places 
in  New^  York  State,  at  one  time  operating  a  brick- 
yard and  sometimes  farming  until  1842,  when  he 
sold  out  his  interest  in  his  native  State  and  came 
to  Michigan,  bringing  with  him  his  household  goods, 
and  landing  in  Adrian  May  23,  1842.  He  first 
located  in  Saline,  where  he  farmed  a  few  months 
and  then  removed  to  Franklin.  After  a  few  months 
spent  in  that  place  he  came  to  Woodstock  Tow^n- 
ship,  and  purchased  120  acres  of  improved  land,  on 
which  he  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life, 
dying  Oct.  7,  1850.  He  was  active  in  politics,  giv- 
ing his  support  to  the  old-line  Whigs,  but  refused 
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to  accept  any  office  at  tlie  hands  of  the  party. 
Tlie  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  Nov.  10,  1807, 
and  died  March  2,  1884,  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter in  Adrian.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  for  a  period  of  fifty-nine  years. 

Tlie  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
natives  of  New  York  State,  whence  they  removed 
to  Michigan  in  1853,  and  died  in  Calhoun  County. 
The  grandmother  reached  the  great  age  of  ninety- 
six  years,  and  the  grandfather  lived  to  be  almost  as 
old.  She  was  about  eight  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  distinctl}^  remem- 
l)ered  tlie  call  for  troops  on  that  occasion.  Tlie 
paternal  grandfather  Of  our  subject  was  Timothy 
Parsons,  who  died  when  the  father  of  our  subject 
w^as  but  twelve  years  old;  his  wife,  Iluldah  Parsons, 
died  in  New  York  State. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  five  children, 
who  are  mostly  living  in  this  State.  He  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  resided  with  his  mother  on  a  farm  until  1855, 
when  she  removed  to  Brooklyn,  Mich.  On  the  Gth 
of  April,  1858,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Helen  M.  Hoi  lister,  who  was  born  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  2,  1835,  and  died  in 
this  county  in  the  tliirty-fourth  year  of  her  age.  To 
them  were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Nellie 
E.  was  born  Jan.  4,  18G1,  married  Benjamin  Tayer, 
and  resides  in  Adrian;  Frank  L.  was  born  July  10, 
18G3;  May,  Dec.  6,  1865,  and  Edwin  A.,  Nov.  13, 
1868;  Ma}^  died  Aug.  9,  1868.  Our  subject  was  a 
second  time  married,  Aug.  17,  1869,  to  Miss  Angle 
Terapler,  who  was  born  in  Schenectady  County,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  28,  1847.  She  is  the  daughter  of  eTames 
A.  and  Ann  (Liddle)  Tern  pier,  of  Columbia,  Jack- 
son Co.,  Mich'.,  and  formerly  of  the  same  county  in 
which  their  daughter  was  born.  The  father  was 
born  Sept.  14,  1819,  and  the  mother  Dec.  10,  1824, 
the  former  of  Dutch  ancestiy  while  the  latter  was 
of  Scotch  descent.  They  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  and  were  distinguished  for  tlieir  estimable 
qualities,  occupying  a  prominent  position  in  the 
community  in  which  they  lived.  The  mother  died 
May  13,  1875,  while  the  father  is  still  living. 

The  second  wife  of  our  subject  was  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living. 
One  brother,  Thomas,  is  in  California,  and  John  is 


in  Dakota;  Maggie,  a  sister,  is  in  Colorado,  and 
the  other  sister,  Kate,  is  in  Douglas,  this  State.  Of 
his  second  union  there  were  born  to  our  subject 
four  children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows;  Carl 
was  born  June  30,  1870,  and  is  a  bright  and  intel- 
ligent young  man  attending  school  at  Hudson;  La 
Yern  was  born  Oct.  11,  1872;  Sarah  A.,  March  22, 
1878,  and  Ethel,  May  27.  1880.  These  are  bright 
and  interesting  children,  whom  their  parents  are 
giving  the  advantages  of  a  good  education. 

Our  subject  has  been  connected  with  the  schools 
of  his  township  since  1859,  with  the  exception  of 
three  terms,  and  his  uncle,  George  Taylor,  taught 
the  first  school  opened  in  this  count}^  In  politics 
Mr.  Parsons  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  has  held 
several  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged 
conscientiously.  He  was  Constable  eight  years, 
Township  Clerk  one  year,  and  Justice  of  tlie  Peace 
eleven  years.  He  has  also  been  Supervisor  two 
years  and  is  now  Notary  Pul)lic.  Fie  has  thus 
served  his  county  in  a  variety  of  offices,  and  has 
secured  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  acquaint- 
ances by  his  straightforward  and  business-like 
methods.  His  home  is  situated  on  the  bank  of 
Silver  Lake,  and  its  architecture  and  appointments 
gi\e  evidence  of  the  taste  and  culture  of  its  pro- 
prietor. 
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EACON  JOHN  PHILLIPS  is  an  honoied 
and  venerable  citizen  of  Hudson,  where 
he  is  Sj)ending  in  retirement  the  closing 
years  of  a  long  and  successful  life,  fraught 
with  many  a  lesson  for  the  ambitious  youth  of  the 
present  day.  In  this  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of 
Deacon  Phillips  we  have  an  interesting  glimpse  of 
pioneer  life  as  he  experienced  it  in  Western  New 
Yoi'k,  and  also  a  bit  of  historical  information  in  re- 
gard to  that  part  of  the  country  as  it  was  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century.  In  reading  it  we  can 
scarcely  realize  that  the  flourishing  city  of  Roches- 
ter, which  to-day  has  a  population  of  over  90,000 
inhabitants,  can  have  grown  to  its  present  dimen- 
sions from  that  little  hamlet  in  the  woods,  within  the 
lifetime  of  men  now  living.  John  Phillips  was  born 
in  I3emiington  County,  Vt.,  June  26,  1802,  and  is 
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the  son  of  Samuel  Phillips,  who  was  also  born  in 
Bennington  County,  and  married  Elizabeth  Lyons, 
a  native  of  the  same  State.  In  1811  they  left  their 
home  in  Bennington  County,  where  they  had  settled 
after  marriage,  and  went  to  the  western  part  of  New 
York,  where  they  made  their  home  in  North  Pen- 
field,  near  Webster,  in  Monroe  County.  The  re- 
moval was  made  with  an  ox-team,  and  it  took  six 
weeks  to  perform  the  journey.  Mr.  Phillips  bought 
a  tract  of  timbered  land  three-foiu'ths  of  a  mile 
from  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  where  he  built  a 
log  house  with  one  room  on  the  ground  floor,  and 
a  bare  loft  above  it  with  a  ladder  leading  to  it.  He 
at  once  commenced  the  clearance  of  his  farm,  and 
had  cleared  quite  a  tract  and  erected  a  good  frame 
barn  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1 820.  He  and  his 
wife  were  endowed  with  indomitable  energy  and 
perseverance,  and  were  highly  respected  by  their 
pioneer  neighbors.  Her  death  occurred  on  the  old 
homestead  many  years  later,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  seven 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  in  the  parental 
family,  and  was  quite  3'oung  when  he  left  the  home 
of  his  birtli  in  the  Green  Moimtain  State,  and  went 
with  his  parents  to  Western  New  York,  but  he  re- 
members very  distinctlj^  the  incidents  of  the  long 
journey,  when,  drawn  by  oxen,  they  pushed  through 
the  heart  of  the  Empire  State  nearly  to  its  western 
boundaries.  Bears,  deer  and  wolves  were  plentiful, 
and  our  subject  commenced  hunting  as  soon  as  he 
was  large  enough  to  shoulder  a  gun,  and  he  used  to 
kill  deer,  tan  the  skin  and  wear  pantaloons  made 
from  it.  One  time  when  a  boy  twelve  j^ears  of  age 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  Rochester,  a  distance 
of  sixteen  miles,  to  dispose  of  some  wheat.  Roch- 
ester was  then,  in  1814,  but  a  small  hamlet,  with  no 
road  leading  to  it  from  their  home,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  take  an  ax  to  cut  out  a  road  for  them- 
selves. On  their  arrival  in  Rochester  they  ex- 
changed their  twenty  bushels  of  wheat  for  sixty 
pounds  of  nails. 

In  that  pioneer  home  in  the  forests  of  Western 
New  York,  our  subject  grew  to  a  strong  and  vig- 
orous manhood,  ambitious  and  spirited,  and  resolved 
when  he  was  a  boy  struggling  with  poverty,  that  he 
would  make  money   enough  >  to  retire   from  active 
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work  when  he  attained  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
He  worked  on  the  farm  for  his  father  until  the  lat- 
ter's  death,  and  then  at  eighteen  years  of  age  bought 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old  homestead, 
and  commenced  farming  for  himself,  his  good 
mother  keeping  house  for  him  until  his  marriage, 
and  continuing  to  make  her  home  with  him  until 
her  death.  He  added  by  purchase  to  the  acreage 
of  his  land,  and  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1834,  when  he  exchanged  his  property  for  a 
store  building,  a  dwelling  and  a  stock  of  goods  in 
Webster,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  mercan- 
tile business.  He  kept  a  large  and  varied  assort- 
ment, including  almost  everything  in  general  use  in 
the  country.  He  was  a  man  of  many  resources,  and 
did  not  confine  his  attention  to  one  l>usiness,  but 
with  characteristic  enterprise  found  time  to  engage 
in  others,  successfully  carrying  on  the  manufacture 
of  potash,  besides  manufacturing  staves,  which  he 
sold  in  New  York  and  other  cities.  It  was  his  cus- 
tom to  go  twice  a  year  to  New  York  to  buy  mer- 
chandise. 

In  1857,  our  subject  celebrated  liis  lifty-fifth 
birthday,  and  during  that  year,  having  a  good  op- 
portunity to  sell,  closed  out  his  business  for  cash, 
and  removed  to  Fairport,  Monroe  County,  where 
he  lived  in  retirement  in  accordance  with  the  bo}^- 
ish  resolve  made  so  many  years  before  to  obtain 
money  enough  for  that  purpose.  For  a  man  of  his 
energy  and  ability  his  unaccustomed  idleness  soon 
grew  irksome,  and  he  once  more  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  calling  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  in 
early  manhood.  He  bought  a  farm  of  100  acres, 
two  miles  from  Canandaigua,  which,  six  months 
later  he  sold  at  an  advance  of  |2,300,  and  bought 
a  home  in  Canandaigua,  where  he  resided  until  after 
the  death  of  his  wife.  The  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
to  whose  abilit}^  and  invaluable  assistance  he  was 
greatly  indebted  for  his  success  in  life,  was  Miss 
Pamelia  Wood.  She  was  the  daughter  of  IjC viand 
Bethany  Wood,  natives  of  New  England,  and  pio- 
neers of  Orleans,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  her  birth 
occurred  in  the  town  of  Macedon.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  U)  them,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  William  H.  Mc- 
Kuight,  lives  in  Bloomington,  Ind. ;  Laura  married 
David  1.  Daniels,  and  lives  in  Wacousta,    Mich.; 
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Zelom  lives  in  Chicago;  Mary,  the  widow  of  George 
Goodiiow,  lives  in  Hndson ;  Dorr  lives  in  Osseo; 
Jennie,  wife  of  Ahnon  Pratt,  lives  in  Webster,  N. 
Y. ;  Ray  lives  in  Hazen,  Prairie  Co.,  Ark.  In  1866 
Mr.  Phillips  sold  his  home  in  New  York,  and  com- 
ing to  Michigan,  settled  three  and  one-half  miles 
sonth  of  Hillsdale,  where  he  resided  nntil  1877, 
when  he  came  to  Hudson  and  bought  his  present 
l)lace  of  lesidence. 

Deacon  Phillips'  second  marriage  occurred  Aug. 
29,  1866,  with  Mrs.  Eliza  (Smith)  Clark,  a  native 
of  Le  Eoy,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Rhoda  (Woodard)  Smith,  and  widow  of  Sey- 
mour Clark.  jVIrs.  Phillips'  father  was  born  in 
Killing  worth.  Conn.,  and  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Buell)  Smith,  both  natives  of  the  same 
State.  Samuel  Smith,  a  farmer  and  miller,  went  to 
New  York  about  1810,  and  was  a,  pioneer  of  Gen- 
esee County,  where  he  bought  land  near  Le  Roy, 
and  spent  his  last  years  there.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Phillips  grew  to  manhood  in  Comiecticut,  and  when 
a  young  man  he  started  on  foot  with  a  pack  on  his 
back  for  the  then  far  West,  and  selected  a  location 
one  mile  north  of  Ft.  Hill,  near  Le  Roy,  N.  Y. 
He  then  returned  to  Connecticut  and  succeeded  in 
inducing  his  parents  to  return  witli  him.  He  was 
afterward  twice  married,  first  to  Electa  Lovejo}^ ; 
his  second  wife  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Phillips. 
He  improved  his  farm  and  resided  on  it  until  his 
decease.  He  obtained  quite  a  reputation  as  a  hunter; 
wild  game  was  i)lentiful,  and  meat  was  more  easily 
obtained  than  bread-stuffs. 

Mrs.  Phillips  was  married  to  her  first  husband, 
Seymour  Clark,  Nov.  2,  1845.  He  was  born  in.  the 
State  of  New  York  in  1818,  and  was  reared  in  Gen- 
esee County,  whence  he  came  in  1831)  to  Adrian, 
and  engaged  in  business.  He  returned  to  New 
Y^ork  in  1845  for  the  purpose  of  getting  married, 
and  then  returned  to  Adrian  with  his  bride.  They 
remained  there  for  some  years,  then  removed  to 
Palmyra,  where  he  operated  a  mill  until  1855,  when 
he  removed  to  Hillsdale  County  and  bought  a  farm 
three  and  one-half  miles  from  Hillsdale,  upon  which 
he  died  March  16,   1861. 

Mrs.  Phillips  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Mr.  Phillips  has  for  many  years 
taken   an   active  part  in  promoting  the  cause  of  re- 
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ligion  in  connection  with  the  Ba])tist  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  Deacon.  Both  he  and  his  wife  oc- 
cupy a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
among  whom  they  have  come  to  spend  their  last 
years.  Mr.  Phillips  takes  the  same  keen  interest  in 
the  public  affairs  of  his  country  as  he  did  in  his 
younger  days,  and  in  politics  he  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican ever  since  the  formation  of  that  party. 


7  AMES  M.  SCARRITT,  senior  member  of  the 
j  firm  of  Scarritt  <k  Steuerw^ald,  is  one  of  the 
I  well-knowqi  editors  and  proprietors  of  the 
•  Hudson  Post^  a  popular  and  new^sy  sheet,  for 
which  he  has  built  up  a  large  circulation  and  patron- 
age. He  is  well  read  and  well  informed,  and  gen- 
erally successful  in  what  he  undertakes.  He  conies 
of  an  excellent  old  family  that  originated  in  En- 
gland, but  the  first  representative  of  whom  lie  has  a 
record,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  Colonial  days  and 
located  in  Connecticut. 

Jeremiah  Scarritt,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  and  a  native  of  Leicestershire,  England, 
was  by  trade  a  tanner  and  currier,  and  a  shoe  manu- 
facturer. After  crossing  the  Atlantic,  he  settled  in 
Connecticut,  wdiere  he  reared  a  large  family,  among 
whom  w^as  James,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
who  was  born  in  New  Haven  Count^^,  and  served 
in  the  last  tw^j  years  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
After  the  independence  of  the  colonists  was  estab- 
lished, he  married  and  settled  in  his  native  county, 
and  there  his  son,  James,  Jr.,  was  born. 

James  Scarritt,  Jr.,  married  Miss  Sylvia  Plumb, 
and  in  1806  left  the  Nutmeg  State  with  his  family 
and  settled  in  the  township  of  Smyrna,  Clienango 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  journey  having  been  made,  it  is 
supposed,  with  an  ox-team.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  that  region,  and  continued  his  residence 
there  until  his  death.  Mis  son  James,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  Jan.  1,  1799,  and  w^as  but 
a  boy  when  he  emigrated  to  the  wilds  of  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  developed  into  manhood. 
While  still  a  lad  he  commenced  working  in  a  grist- 
mill in  Smyrna,  the  management  of  which  he  soon 
learned  to  perfection,  and  later  put  up  a  saw  and 
grist  mill  of    his  own   in  the  same  town,    which  he 
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conducted  for  many  years.  He  subsequently  traded 
his  mill  property  for  a  farm  in  that  vicinity,  upon 
which  he  took  up  his  residence,  and  died  on  the  1st 
of  December,  1 870.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Miss  Polly  Wooldridge,  who  was  born  near  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  homestead  in  Smyrna 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  tliis  biography  was  born  in  Smyrna, 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  1,  1834,  being  the  third  child  and  sec- 
ond son.  He  attended  school  as  opportunity  offered 
until  fourteen  years  old,  and  then  sought  employ- 
ment in  the  office  of  the  DemocraUc  Reflector,  the 
name  of  which  was  subsequently  changed  to  the 
Hamilton  Republican.  With  this  paper  he  was  con- 
nected three  years  as  office  boy  and  compositor. 
Of  a  roving  disposition,  hesoughtand  obtained  em- 
ployment in  numerous  printing-offices  in  many  cities 
and  towns  in  different  States. 

Mr.  Scarritt's  first  venture  in  business  was  the  es- 
tablishment in  1855,  of  the  Sherburne  Transcript, 
the  publication  of  which  he  continued  two  or  three 
years,  when,  proving  an  unprofitable  venture,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  At  the  expiration 
of  a  year  thus  employed,  he  resumed  newspaper 
work  as  foreman  in  the  office  of  the  Rural  American 
in  Clinton,  N.  Y.  In  1861,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  company  publishing  this,  Mr.  Scarritt, 
with  a  partner,  purchased  the  office  material  and 
established  an  office  in  Mexico,  Oswego  County, 
that  State,  where  they  started  the  Mexico  Inde- 
pendent, which  is  still  flourishing.  After  a  resi- 
dence of  five  years  in  Mexico,  Mr.  Scarritt  disposed 
of  his  interests  there,  and  became  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Clyde  Times,  which  had  been  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
was  then  nearly  defunct.  He  made  it  an  organ 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  it  soon  revived, 
and  in  time  enjoyed  a  large  patronage.  In  1871 
Mr.  Scarritt  retired  for  a  short  time  from  editorial 
work,  and  the  year  following,  in  March,  1872,  came 
to  Michigan  and  purchased  the  Hudson  Post. 

This  paper  at  the  time  was  in  a  very  dilapidated 
condition,  and  its  resuscitation  was  a  more  difficult 
task  than  the  establishment  of  a  new  journal  would 
have  been,  for  the  new  proprietor  was  obliged  to 
combat  the  old   prejudice  consequent  upon   its   al- 


most total  failure  as  a  news  journal.  His  abilit3% 
however,  was  soon  recognized,  both  as  a  citizen 
and  a  business  man,  and  he  has  certainly  displayed 
great  tact  and  enterprise  in  bringing  the  paper  to  its 
present  position.  Its  columns  are  admirably  man- 
aged, embracing  all  the  happenings  of  the  city,  and 
indeed  of  the  entire  western  towns  of  Lenawee 
and  eastern  towns  of  Hillsdale  County.  The 
mechanical  department  of  the  office  includes  an  as- 
sortment of  first-class  material,  type,  presses  and 
engine  of  modern  make,  and  will  compare  favor- 
ably in  this  respect  with  an}^  establishment  in  the 
county.  In  the  hands  of  himself  and  his  able  co- 
adjutor, Mr.  Steuerwixld,  the  Post  has  become  al- 
most indispensable  to  the  people  of  this  section. 

The  marriage  of  James  M.  Scarritt  and  Miss  Cla- 
rissa Almeda  Tackabery  was  celebrated  at  Shc^rburne, 
ChenangoC  o.,  N.  Y.,  July  31,  1854.  Mrs.  Scar- 
ritt was  born  in  Eaton,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb. 
2,  1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Middleton  and  Cla- 
rissa (Clark)  Tackabery,  natives  respectively  of  Ire- 
land and  Vermont.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  children,  daughters — Clara  A.  and 
Mattie  M.  The  former  is  the  wife  of  Louis  E. 
Palmer,  of  Rochester,  this  State,  and  Mattie  M. 
married  the  partner  of  our  subject,  Mr.  Charles 
Steuerwald. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
John  Wooldridge,  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812-14. 
He  married  Miss  Sally  Grilbert,  and  removed  from 
Amenia,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Smyrna  in  Che- 
nango County,  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 


EACON  ASAPH  K.  PORTER.  The  long, 
varied  and  useful  life  of  the  subject  of 
this  history,  who  came  to  Lenawee  County 
in  the  pioneer  days,  began  in  the  town  of  Co- 
vert, Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1812. 
He  was  reared  amid  the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life, 
and  received  a  common-school  education  in  his  na- 
tive town.  As  a  youth  he  developed  a  spirit  of 
ambitious  adventure,  coupled  with  resolution  and 
industry,  and  readily  entered  into  the  scheme  of 
leaving  the  older  State  of  New  York  for  the  Ter- 
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ritory  of  IMic^liigan,  in  the  spring  of  1833,  wlien  it 
was  beginning  to  be  opened  up  by  the  enterprising 
emigrant. 

Young  Porter  was  accompanied  to  this  region  by 
his  father  and  two  or  three  other  men,  who,  when 
they  left  Seneca  Countj^^,  N.  Y.,  intended  to  settle 
in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  Not  finding  the  outlook 
particularly  desirable,  they  started  on  foot  west- 
ward into  Seneca  County,  that  State,  where  our  sub- 
ject purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  but  continued 
the  journey  with  the  rest  of  the  party  into  Southern 
Michigan.  They  continued  their  course  through 
the  woods,  walking  the  entire  distance  until  they 
arrived  at  the  unpretending  little  hamlet  of  Adrian. 
In  the  meantime  they  had  been  lost  for  several  hours 
in  the  woods,  having  missed  the  trail,  and  spent  the 
night  in  Cottonwood  Swamp.  They  finally  found 
themselves  near  the  big  bend  of  the  Raisin,  where 
a  cabin  or  two  had  been  put  up  and  they  there  ob- 
tained something   to  eat. 

'Iliis  section  of  country  pleased  the  travelers  ex- 
ceedingly, and  Asaph  Porter  located  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  7,  in  the  present  town  of  Fair- 
field, while  his  father  selected  400  acres  adjacent. 
They  then  returned  to  their  home  in  New  York, 
Asaph  in  the  meantime  stopping  in  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  and  selling  the  land  which  he  had  purchased 
on  his  way  west.  In  November,  1833,  Mr.  Porter  re- 
turned to  Michigan  Territory  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Hartwell  Russell,  and  taking  up  his  abode  on 
his  Fairfield  land  has  here  resided  since  that  time. 
He  cleared  100  acres,  put  up  good  buildings,  and 
ere  many  years  passed  by  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  useful  members  of  the  community.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist  Society,  and 
actively  engaged  in  the  erection  of  the  church  edi- 
fice which  stands  on  the  northeast  corner  of  his 
farm.  Not  long  afterward  he  was  elected  Deacon, 
which  office  he  has  now  honorably  filled  for  up- 
ward of  forty  years. 

Deacon  Porter  felled  the  first  stick  of  timber 
which  was  cut  upon  the  farm  he  now  owns,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1835  put  up  a  log  house,  the  object  of 
which  was  readily  guessed.  A  few  months  later, 
upon  returning  to  his  native  State,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Rachel  Glazier,  who  was  born  in  Peekskill, 
Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  10,  1818,  and  was  the 


daughter  of  Walker  and  Cornelia  Glazier,  of  Co- 
vert, Seneca  County.  Soon  after  marriage  the  young 
couple  set  out  upon  their  bridal  tour,  which  was 
made  after  tlie  primitive  fashion  of  those  days, 
overland  with  teams.  They  took  up  their  residence 
in  the  little  log  cabin  and  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  three  are  now  deceased, 
namely:  James  T.,  Sarah  C.  and  P^nima  L.  The 
six  surviving  are  Edwin  C,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Fairfield  Township;  Walker  G.,  who  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  war,  and  is  farming  not 
far  from  the  old  homestead;  Lewis  T.,  a  farmer  of 
Chesterfield  Township,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio;  Jane,  the 
wife  of  M.  L.  Foster,  of  Woodbridge,  this  State; 
Rosalia,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Chandler,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio, 
and  Ezra  IL,  living  on  the  homestead.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Porter  was  born  June  16,  1789,  and  died  in 
New  York,  Sept.  7,  1873.  The  mother  was  born 
April  1,  1791,  and  died  while  a  resident  of  New 
York,  March  18,  1856. 

Lewis  Porter,  the  father  of  Deacon  Porter,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  May  24,  1786,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  reaching  manhood,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter.  His  parents  in  the  meantime 
had  removed  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
Lewis  upon  leaving  his  native  State,  stopped  for  a 
time  in  the  Catskill  Mountains,  but  subsequently 
joined  his  parents.  Later  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Seneca  County,  but  followed  his  trade,  hiring  men 
to  clear  his  land.  He  was  employed  as  a  builder 
and  contractor  for  several  years,  but  finally  aban- 
doned the  business  and  spent  his  last  years  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  dying  in  New  York,  Dec.  9,  1862. 
He  had  married,  about  1808,  Miss  Samantha,  daugh- 
ter of  Asaph  King,  of  Covert,  N.  Y.,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  Asaph  K.,  of  our 
sketch,  being  the  eldest  son  and  third  child.  Mrs. 
Samantha  Porter  was  born  Aug.  15,  1791,  and  died 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Covert,  Seneca  Count}^, 
March  21,  1817.  Lewis  Porter  was  subsequently 
married  to  Miss  Thirza  Cole,  and  there  were  added 
to  the  parental  household  six  more  children.  This 
lady  died  at  the  homestead  in  Covert,  Oct.  20^ 
1867. 

The  little  log  cabin  which  Deacon  Porter  erected 
in  the  wilderness  of  Fairfield  Township  has  long 
since  given  way  to  a  more  modern  dwelling  flanked 
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by  the  other  buildings  required  by  the  modern  and 
progressive  farmer.  The  home  is  replete  with  nil 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  the  premises  beautified  b}^ 
handsome  shade  trees,  which  the  Deacon  set  out 
over  forty  years  ago.  Not  the  least  attractive  fea- 
ture is  a  fine  orchard,  and  choice  smaller  fruits  tive 
harvested  annually  in  abundance.  The  property  of 
Deacon  Porter  includes  134  acres  in  Fairfield  and 
Seneca  Townships.  His  labors  have  been  amply 
rewarded  with  a  good  home  and  a  competence, 
while  his  personal  worth  and  his  value  as  a  citizen 
and  business  man  have  drawn  around  him  hosts  of 
warm  friends. 

'  AMES  T.  BOYCE.  The  farm  of  this  gentle- 
man is  pleasantly  located  on  section  24,  in 
Macon  Township,  and  embraces  a  tract  of 
100  acres  mostly  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. The  present  proprietor  settled  here  in  the 
fall  of  1877,  and  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the 
improvement  and  embellishment  of  his  homestead. 
He  is  a  man  thoroughly  respected  by  his  neighbors, 
being  honest  and  industrious,  meddling  little  with 
public  affairs,  and  one  of  the  substantial  factors  in 
the  community,  who  may  always  be  found  in  his 
place  and  attending  to  his  own  concerns. 

The  infant  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, where  his  birth  took  place  Sept.  10,  1836. 
When  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  he  accompanied  his 
father,  John  Boyce,  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
family  located  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  where  they 
resided  five  years.  Thence  they  came  to  this  county, 
locating  in  Tecumseh  in  the  fall  of  1844.  The 
father  afterward  purchased  a  small  farm  in  Clinton 
Township,  where  he  labored  until  his  last  illness, 
and  departed  this  life  in  June,  1873,  when  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  He  had  married  in  early  man- 
hood, Miss  Jane  Tilford,  who  is  still  living  at  sev- 
enty-two years  of  age,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  younger  son,  Samuel  Boyce,  of  Clinton  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Boyce,  upon  starting  out  in  life  for  himself, 

served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in 

the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  followed  this  several  years 

after  coming  to  this  county.     He  was  married    in 
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the  fall  of  1<S68,  in  Tecumseh,  to  MissrEsther  Kyle, 
who  is  a  native  of  his  own  county  in  Ireland,  and 
born  in  1837.  Mention  is  made  of  her  parents  in 
the  history  of  Henry  McCarbery,  on  another  page 
in  this  volume. 

Mrs.  Boyce  was  among  the  youngest  of  her  par- 
ents' family,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when  they 
came  to  tlie  United  States.  They  located  first  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  Avhence,  about  1857  tho}^ 
came  to  Michigan.  Mrs.  Boyce  was  here  reared  to 
womanhood,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  two 
are  deceased.  Those  surviving  are:  Maggie,  the 
wife  of  Onie  Curry,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Milan 
Township,  Monroe  County;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Arthur  Underwood,  of  Ridgeway  Township;  Robert, 
at  home;  William,  who  married  Miss  Ettie  Craig, 
and  is  farming  in  Republic  Count}^,  Kan. ;  Cnrrie, 
Maude  L.  and  Verna  G. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyce  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  B.  has 
been  Deacon  since  its  first  organization  in  Macon 
Township.     Politically  he  is  a  solid  Republican. 

BR  AM  LOYSTER  is  the  pioneer  dairyman 
fiiW  of  Michigan,  now  owning  and  operating 
with  his  son  one  of  the  largest  creameries 
in  the  State,  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  es- 
tablished here.  It  still  holds  high  rank  over  all  com- 
petitors, as  its  butter  is  of  the  first  quality  and  com- 
mands the  highest  market  price,  while  it  is  the 
source  of  n  large  income  to  its  owners,  bringing 
them  in,  in  connection  with  their  egg  trade,  the 
enormous  sum  of  1100,000  per  year.  The  estab- 
lishment of  this  creamery  has  resulted  very  profita- 
bly to  the  farmers  in  this  part  of  the  country,  who 
obtain  high  prices  for  their  cream,  and  has  added 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  community  in  general. 

Mr.  Loyster  was  born  in  Niles  Township,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  7,  1831.  His  grandfather,  for 
whom  he  was  named,  was  a  pioneer  of  that  town 
and  there  spent  his  last  years.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Peter  Loyster,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York  in  the  yeor  1800,  and  married  in  Cayuga 
County,  Angeline  Van  Auken,  who  was  also  a  na- 
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tive  of  that  State,  and  was  born  in  1802.  After 
marriage  they  settled  in  Onondaga  County  on  a 
farm  near  the  Cayuga  County  line,  which  after  a 
few  years  Mr.  Loyster  sold,  and  purchased  another 
across  the  line  in  Niles  Township,  where  he  and  his 
wife  died  some  years  later  in  the  prime  of  life,  his 
death  occurring  in  1840,  in  his  fortieth  year,  and 
hers  four  years  later,  at  the  age  of  forty-two. 
They  had  been  industrious  and  frugal  and  had  ac- 
cumulated some  property,  so  that  their  nine  chil- 
dren were  not  left  without  means  of  subsistence. 

Abram  Loyster  was  the  fourth  child  of  that  fam- 
ily, eight  of  whom  are  still  living,  so  sadly  bereft  of 
a  father  and  mother's  care.  After  the  death  of  his 
mother  he  continued  to  live  in  the  home  of  his 
birth,  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age.  In  the  meantime  he  at- 
tended the  district  school  and  the  academy  at 
Moravia,  where  he  acquired  an  excellent  education, 
well  fitting  him  for  the  vocation  of  a  teacher,  which 
he  followed  with  much  success  for  seven  terms  of 
winter  school  in  New  York  State,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  being  engaged  in  farming  and 
carpentering.  In  1858  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
located  in  Wheatland,  Flillsdale  County,  wdiere  he 
bought  a  farm  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
varying  that  occupation  in  the  winter  season  by  as- 
suming his  profession  of  teacher,  and  thus  continu- 
ing: until  the  fall  of  1862.  He  then  sold  his  farm 
and  bought  land  in  Pittsford  Township,  which  re- 
mained his  place  of  residence  until  the  spring  of 
1864,  when  he  disposed  of  his  property  very  advan- 
tageousl}^  and  came  to  Hudson  Township,  where  he 
engaged  in  a  dry-goods  store  for  a  short  time.  He 
then  bought  an  interest  in  a  hardware  store,  which 
he  sold  two  and  one-half  months  later  at  an  advance, 
and  after  that  was  engaged  in  the  dry -goods  busi- 
ness for  a  time.  In  1871  he  turned  his  attention  to 
produce  commission  business,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued in  it,  having  built  up  a  large  trade.  In 
1881,  in  connection  with  his  son,  he  established  the 
Hudson  Creamery,  which  they  have  managed  very 
successfully.  Their  butter  soon  gained  a  reputation 
in  New  York  and  Boston  markets,  and  their  busi- 
ness is  constantly  increasing. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Lucy 
Smith   occuri-ed    Oct.   1,   1857.       She  has    encour- 
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aged  her  husband  in  various  enterprises,  and  has 
rendered  their  home  a  pleasant  abiding-place  for  him 
and  their  children.  She  was  born  in  Ira  Township, 
Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  while  her  father,  Nathaniel 
Smith,  was  a  native  of  Amsterdam,  in  that  State, 
and  there  married  before  his  removal  to  Cayuga 
County.  He  was  an  early  settler  of  Ira  Township, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land 
and  built  a  log  house,  in  which  Mrs.  Loyster  was 
afterward  born.  He  improved  a  farm  and  erected 
a  good  set  of  frame  buildings,  continuing  his  resi- 
dence there  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  spent  his  last  years  with  his  children,  dying  in 
the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Medina  Township. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Maria  Voorhees ; 
she  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
came  to  Hudson  with  her  husband,  dying  here  one 
year  later,  in  1868.  (See  sketch  of  Peter  V.  Smith 
for  further  parental  historj^)  The  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Loyster  spent  his  last  years  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loyster  have  been  born  four 
children— Herbert  E.,  Mary  L.,  Martha  A.  and  G. 
Harvey.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  prominent 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  religious 
organization  Mr.  L.  has  served  as  Trustee  and 
Treasurer  for  some  years.  Mr.  Loyster  voted  for 
Gen.  John  C.  Fremont,  the  first  Presidential  candi- 
date of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  ever  since 
faithfully  supported  its  tenets  wherever  opportunity 
offered.  His  well-known  ability  and  unswerving 
integrit}^  of  character  have  made  him  a  prominent 
factor  in  shaping  public  opinion  and  in  conducting 
the  affairs  of  the  town.  He  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Board,  of  which  he  has  been  President 
for  some  years,  and  has  done  much  to  perfect  the 
present  system  of  education  employed  in  Hudson 
Tow^nship. 


^  OHN  H.  MOORE,  M.  I).,  a  resident  of  Ogden, 
where  he  has  an  extensive  practice,  was  born 
Oct.  4,  1859,  in  Middlesex  County,  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His 
grandfather,  also  John  Moore,  w^as  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  there  married  and  reared  a  family  of  six     T! 
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cbildren,  one  of  whom  died  in  Southampton,  En- 
gland. The  names  of  his  other  chikiren  are  Will- 
iam, Neil,  Dougald,  John  and  Janet.  In  183:)  he 
came  to  America  with  his  family,  and  settled  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  on  land  in  the  midst  of  the  prime- 
val forest,  wliich,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  had 
cleared  and  well  improved. 

Dougald  Moore,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Argjleshire,  Scotland,  in  the  year  1815,  and 
was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents.  He  married  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
Janet  Henderson,  a  Scotch  woman,  who  was  born  in 
Inverness-shire  in  1819,  and  after  their  marriage 
they  settled  in  Middlesex  County,  Ontario,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  a  number  of  years.  They  then 
removed  to  Strathroy  in  the  same  county,  as  they 
were  anxious  to  give  their  children  the  advantages 
of  its  superior  schools.  There  the  kind  wife  and 
mother  died  in  the  year  1878.  She  was  a  superior 
woman,  true  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  wife, 
mother  and  friend.  To  her  and  her  husband  were 
born  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
The  father  now  resides  with  a  daughter  in  Adelaide, 
Middlesex  County,  where  he  w^ent  after  the  death 
of  his  wife. 

John  H.  Moore  is  the  eighth  child  of  his  parents, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  district 
school  in  his  native  town.  At  the  youthful  age  of 
sixteen  he  commenced  teaching,  and  after  he  had 
followed  that  profession  two  years,  he  entered  the 
High  School  at  Strathroy.  He  was  a  brilliant  stu- 
dent, and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1879,  with 
high  honors,  when  he  resumed  the  vocation  of 
school  teacher,  and  taught  four  years.  In  1883  he 
commenced  the  studj^of  medicine  with  Dr.  Machlin 
at  Poplar  Hill,  Middlesex  County,  Ontario,  and  after 
receiving  from  him  a  good  knowledge,  practical  as 
well  as  theoretical,  of  his  chosen  profession,  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  further  prepared  himself  by  at- 
tending three  courses  of  medical  lectures  at  the 
Michigan  College  of  Medicine  in  Detroit,  an  institu- 
tion justly  celebrated  for  the  high  rank  its  graduates 
have  attained  in  the  medical  world.  Dr.  Moore  was 
graduated  from  that  college  in  the  spring  of  1886, 
with  the  highest  honors,  standing  at  the  head  of  his 
class  of  forty-eight  students.  He  subsequently 
traveled  in  the  Eastern  States  until  October  of  that 


year,  wdien  he  spent  a  month  in  Chicago,  and  from 
there  came  to  Ogden  Centre  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember. 

Here  Dr.  Moore  established  himself  in  his  profes- 
sion, and  has  met  with  marked  success.  He  devotes 
himself  assiduously  to  the  duties  of  his  calling,  and 
is  deservedly  popular  among  his  patients.  He  is  re- 
garded as  a  physician  of  great  promise  by  his  elder 
lu'ethern  of  the  medical  fraternitv. 
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ifLi^  ENRY  FINGER,  Supervisor  of  Riga  Town- 
ship, was  born  on  the  6th  of  June,  1837,  in 
the  little  village  of  Willersdorf ,  Hesse-Cassel, 
Germany.  His  father,  also  Henry  Finger, 
was  a  farmer  in  that  village,  owning  sixty-six  acres 
of  land.  He  lived  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Imhof, 
his  whole  happy  life  on  this  farm,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  father.  Henry  Finger  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  had  nine  children  born  to  them,  six  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity. 

Henry  Finger,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  youngest  son 
in  the  parental  famil^^,  and  at  six  years  of  age  was 
sent  to  the  village  school  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
old,  when  he  was  confirmed  according  to  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  His  father  then  sent  him  to  the 
county  seat  to  a  private  school,  where  he  made  a 
special  study  of  history  and  geography,  and  here  it 
was  the  love  for  American  institutions  was  kindled 
in  him  by  reading  the  history  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America.  After  he 
had  fhiished  his  education  in  said  school  his  father 
kept  him  home  to  assist  him  on  his  farm  until  he 
had  passed  his  nineteenth  year,  when  his  parents 
consented  to  his  wishes  to  emigrate  to  America, 
which  l)y  this  time  had  grown  to  be  his  paradise. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1857,  Mr.  Finger  left  his 
beloved  home  and  parents,  besides  his  eldest  brother 
and  three  sisters,  with  high  hope  and  a  desire  to  see 
his  elder  brother  Christopher,  who  had  emigrated 
thirteen  years  before.  On  the  8th  of  May  he  sailed 
from  Bremen,  and  arrived  in  New  York  City  June 
22,  1857,  happy  and  full  of  enthusiasm  for  his 
new  country,  his  future  home,  but  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  English  language.     Mr.  Finger 
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commenced  to  work  in  a  furniture  cstahlislimeiit  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  spent  two  months,  when 
his  brother  Christopher  came  from  Boston,  Mass. 
to  see  him,  and  induced  him  to  go  with  him  to  Bos- 
ton. Arriving  in  that  city  he  found  employment 
in  a  piano  factory,  and  passed  almost  two  years  in 
the  Hub.  He  then  returned  to  New  York  City 
where  he  worked  with  Steinway's  and  other  piano 
firms. 

In  October,  1859,  Mr.  Finger  married  Miss  Cath- 
arine Elizabeth  Ungemach,  a  young  lady  from  his 
native  home,  well  known  to  him  from  childhoo<l,  as 
their  parents  had  been  neighbors.  She  was  born 
July  16,  1836,  and  came  to  America  in  1858,  where 
she  landed  in  New^  York.  Her  father,  John  Unge- 
mach, was  a  farmer  wdio  owned  a  small  farm  of 
forty  acres,  on  which  he  lived  with  his  wife,  Anna 
Maria  P]skel,  and  where  he  reared  a  family  of  four 
children,  of  whom  Catharine  Elizabeth  was  the 
eldest  daughter.  With  this  young  lady  Mr.  Finger 
joined  in  partnership  for  life,  and  the  marriage  has 
proved  to  be  a  happy  one.  They  had  four  children 
born  to  them — Christopher  II.,  William  C,  John 
and  Henry.  Hemy,  however,  died  when  four  years 
old.  In  1863  Mr.  Finger  was  drafted,  though  he 
did  not  go  into  the  war,  but  furnished  a  substi- 
tute. 

In  those  days  Mr.  Finger  was  a  witness  of  the 
well-known  riot  in  New  l^ork  City,  which  made 
him  disgusted  with  a  portion  of  the  city  popula- 
tion, and  he  concluded  to  live  again  in  the  country 
as  soon  as  he  could  command  the  means  to  procure 
a  good  country  home.  At  last,  in  March,  1876,  he 
left  New  York  City,  and  came  to  Michigan,  the 
State  of  his  selection,  where  he  arrived  at  Ottawa 
Lake  a  perfect  stranger,  and  rented  a  farm  for  one 
season.  During  that  summer  he  bought  forty  acres 
of  land  with  a  log  house  on  it,  and  about  one- half 
of  the  wood  cut  down,  in  Riga  Township,  Lenawee 
County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1876  he  moved  with  his 
family  upon  this  place  to  make  his  permanent 
home.  His  ever  faithful  wife  and  his  already  active 
boys  assisted  him  bravely  in  his  undertaking,  and 
within  four  years  he  had  cleared  the  place,  and  was 
in  good  condition  for  farming.  He  then  bought 
two  other  tracts  of  land  of  forty  acres  each,  and 
afterward  erected   homes  on  it  for  his  two  older 


sons,  who  had  become  of  age  in  the  meantime. 
In  1883  Mr.  Finger  was  elected  by  his  townsmen 
Supervisor  of  the  township.  He  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience,  and  was  thereupon  chosen  again  in 
1884.  In  1885  he  declined  the  office  in  order  to 
pay  more  attention  to  his  farm,  so  his  townsmen 
offered  him  the  Treasurer's  office,  which  he  accepted. 
In  1886  he  was  again  elected  Supervisor,  and  re- 
elected in  1887,  but  Mr.  Finger  now  thinks  he  has 
served  the  public  his  full  share.  In  politics  he  is 
independent,  and  has  been  always  nominated  in  his 
township  by  both  Republicans  and  Democrats. 

\f/  EVI  R.  PEIRSON,  attorney-at-law,  is  a 
I  (^  prominent  member  of  the  legal  fraternity, 
/'^^.  a  man  of  superior  attainments  and  w^ell 
versed  in  the  intricacies  of  his  profession.  He  is 
practicing  in  Hudson  Township  and  vicinity,  w^here 
his  knowledge  of  law  and  evident  honesty  have  won 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  is  of  English 
descent.  The  first  of  his  ancestors  to  come  from 
England  to  America  was  an  early  settler  of  Long 
Island.  He  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  and 
the}^  scattered  and  settled  in  different  States  of  the 
Union.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Zachariah 
Peirson,  spent  his  last  years  in  Richmond,  Berkshire 
Co.,  Mass. 

William  Peirson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  that  pleasant  town  among  the  Berkshire 
hills,  and  spent  his  entire  life  there  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil,  his  death  occurring  in  1858.  He 
was  a  Democrat  and  an  influential  citizen,  holding 
various  offices  of  trust,  including  those  of  Select- 
man and  Town  Clerk;  he  also  represented  his 
district  in  the  State  Legislature.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  w^as  Nancy  Richards,  a  native  of 
Framingham,  Mass.  She  died  whiles  en  route  to 
Utah  with  her  brother,  Willard  Richards.  She  and 
her  husband  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  but  our  subject, 
the  fourth  child,  is  the  sole  survivor. 

Levi  R.  Peirson  was  born  in  Richmond,  Mass., 
March  29,  1827,  and  received  his  early  education 
at  home,  his  mother  being  his  instructor.     Having 
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been  a  teacher  previous  to  her  marriage,  it  was  her 
pleasant  task  to  lay  the  foundation  of  her  children's 
education.  Later  in  life  he  attended  the  district 
school  and  then  the  academy  at  Great  Barrington. 
He  was  a  brilliant  scholar,  ambitious  and  studious, 
and  in  1841  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Judge  Bishop,  of  Lenox,  Mass.,  being  then  but 
fourteen  years  of  age.  Three  years  later  he  com- 
menced teaching  at  Mt.  Washington,  Mass.,  to  earn 
money  to  prosecute  his  studies,  and  alternately 
taught  and  studied  as  his  means  allowed.  He 
remained  a  resident  of  Western  Massachusetts  until 
1849,  when  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  came  to 
Hudson,  and  in  the  following  winter  took  charge  of 
a  school  in  Wheatland,  Hillsdale  Count}'.  A  part 
of  the  time  during  the  next  four  years  he  occupied 
the  position  of  a  clerk.  In  1855  he  bought  a  lot 
in  Hudson,  and  in  1856  built  the  house  where  he 
now  resides. 

Mr.  Peirson  was  married,  Nov.  27,  1857,  to  Mrs. 
Harriet  (Allen)  Doty,  a  native  of  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  Allen. 
Her  father  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Ethan  Allen, 
of  Ticonderoga  fame. 

In  1861  our  subject  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  university  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1862.  He  at  once 
opened  a  law  office  in  Hudson,  and  that  spring  was 
elected  Magistrate,  an  office  which  he  held  eight 
3^eai-s.  He  was  also  appointed  Notary  Public  the 
same  year,  and  has  served  continuousl,y  e^er  since. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  town,  and  has  served  acceptably  in  the 
various  offices  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill.  Jn 
1867  he  was  President  of  the  Village  Board,  and  at 
that  time  drafted  the  charter  of  the  city  and  most 
of  the  ordinances  pertaining  to  the  laws  of  Hudson ; 
Maplegrove  Cemetery  was  also  laid  out  while  he 
was  President  of  the  board.  He  has  been  City 
Attorney  several  terms,  and  has  acted  as  Super- 
visor of  Hudson.  Mr.  Peirson  is  a  Democrat  in 
principle,  but  voted  twice  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
He  is  a  man  of  decided  convictions,  and  when  he 
thinks  he  is  right  it  requires  a  good  deal  to  change 
his  opinions. 

Although  neither  "  storied  urn  nor  animated 
bust "   is  necessary  to  perpetuate  the   memory  of 


such  men  as  Mr.  Peirson,  yet  as  representative  of 
the  prominent  residents  of  Lenawee  County,  we 
are  pleased  to  present  on  an  adjoining  page  of  this 
Album  a   portrait  of  this  gentleman. 

<|  J^ILLIAM  H.  MARSHALL,  a  farmer  and 
\jfJ//  merchant  residing  on  section  10,  Ogden 
VtW  Township,  was  born  in  Seneca,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1844.  His  father, 
Robert  G.  Marshall,  was  born  in  the  same  State, 
and  being  left  an  orphan  at  nine  years  of  age,  was 
cared  for  by  an  elder  sister  until  he  was  able  to  pro- 
vide for  himself.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation 
of  farming,  and  remained  in  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  until  1848,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  came  to 
Lenawee  County,  settling  in  Ogden  Township,  where 
he  bought  a  tract  of  160  acres  of  heavily  timbered 
land.  He  built  a  log  house,  and  commencing  at 
once  to  clear  the  farm,  within  a  few  years  he  had 
ninety  acres  under  cultivation,  and  had  built  a  large 
frame  ])arn.  A  few  years  later  he  traded  the  farm 
for  an  interest  in  the  large  grist  and  saw  mill  at 
Metamora,  Ohio,  which  about  five  years  later  was 
consumed  by  fire,  and  he  was  again  a  poor  man. 
He  then  returned  to  Lenawee  County,  and  pur- 
chased ninety  acres  of  land  in  Ogden  Township,  on 
section  36.  Of  this  he  cleared  nineteen  acres,  and 
placed  ten  acres  under  cultivation. 

In  October,  1861,  when  fifty -two  3/ ears  of  age, 
Robert  Marshall  enlisted  in  Company  F,  67th  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  immediately  went  South.  He  w^as  in 
the  service  twenty-three  months,  when  he  died  and 
was  buried  on  Folly  Island,  S.  C,  within  sight  of 
Ft.  Sumter.  A  part  of  the  time  while  he  was  in 
the  service  he  was  Commissary  Sergeant,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  was  a  Color  Sergeant.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Lucy  N.  Rice,  and  she 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  After  her  hus- 
band's death  she  bought  a  home  on  section  27,  Og- 
den Township,  and  died  at  the  residence  of  her  son, 
J.  A.,  in  1882.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children 
who  grew  to  maturity:  Catherine  A.,  the  wife  of  J. 
H.  Garnsey,  a  merchant  of  Metamora,  Ohio,  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. ;  William  H.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch :  Eliza  was  also  born    in  On- 
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tario  County,  and  inan'icd  E.  E.  Dow,  a  wliolesnle 
groceryman  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Eleanor  was  born  in 
Ogden  Township,  and  married  Thomas  Mills;  while 
James  A.  lives  in  Ogden  Township. 

William  H.  Marshall  was  but  four  years  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  Lenawee  County.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  and  helped  his  father  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  mill  until  a  year  after  the  war  broke 
out,  and  on  the  7th  of  August,  18G2,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  18th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served 
until  the  11th  of  July,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  with  his  regiment  at  Jackson,  Mich.  During 
the  time  he  was  in  the  army  he  served  in  the  States 
of  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  and  the  most 
important  engagement  in  which  he  participated 
was  at  Athens,  Ala.,  where  200  men  of  his  regiment 
were  captured.  He,  like  many  others,  became  de- 
tached from  his  regiment,  and  was  met  by  three 
rebels  who  fired  at  him,  putting  a  ball  through  his 
coat  sleeve,  and  another  into  the  flat  part  of  his  gun 
stock.  He  came  very  nearly  being  captured  several 
times,  but  finally  made  his  way  back  to  Decatiu*. 
The  fight  began  early  in  the  morning,  and  lasted  un- 
til afternoon,  and  he  did  not  reach  Decatur  until 
the  next  morning,  after  traveling  all  night  and  hid- 
ing as  best  he  could  to  keep  away  from  the  enemy. 
He  had  four  rounds  of  ammunition  left  out  of  sixty, 
with  which  he  went  into  the  battle.  He  has  in  his 
possession  now  the  same  gun  which  he  carried  at 
that  time,  which  shows  the  print  of  the  ball  wliich 
struck  it  on  the  stock.  He  also  participated  in  the 
battle  at  Decatur,  where  the  army  to  which  he  be- 
longed fought  Hood's  army  for  four  days.  Dur- 
ing the  service  he  contracted  a  disease,  and  has 
never  fully  recovered  his  health.  After  his  return 
from  the  army  he  resumed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing, and  soon  afterward  purchased  property  in  the 
village  of  Nashville,  which  he  subsequently  sold, 
and  with  the  proceeds  purchased  land  on  section  2 
of  the  fractional  part  of  Ogden  Township. 

In  1869  Mr.  Marshall  was  married  to  Julia  E. 
Crockett,  who  was  born  in  Ogden  Township,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Crockett  (see  sketch 
of  John  Crockett);  she  died  on  the  2d  of  January, 
1879.  Mr.  Marshall  was  married  again  in  1881, 
this  time  to  Addie  E.  Harrington,  of  Ogden  Town- 
ship, and  the  daughter  of  James  Harrington.     The 
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names  of  the  children  l)orn  of  this  union  are: 
Blanchie,  Maude  Edna  and  William  H. 

Mr.  IMarslijill  is  a  member  of  Blissfield  Lodge  No. 
258,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  David 
Becker  Post  No.  25,  G.  A.  R,,  in  both  of  which 
lodges  he  takes  much  interest.  Like  all  men  who 
were  good  soldiers  and  came  out  of  the  army  with 
a  good  record  for  gallantry  and  bravery,  he  delights 
to  go  to  the  post  room  and  fight  the  battles  over 
again  from  memory.  In  1887  Mr.  Marshall  erected 
a  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  section  10, 
Ogden  Township,  into  which  he  put  a  fine  stock  of 
groceries  and  general  merchandise,  where  he  is  do- 
ing a  good  business.  The  work  on  his  excellent 
farm  is  performed  by  hired  help  under  his  direction 
and  supervision. 

^^EORGE  W.  FENTON,  son  of  one  of  the 
if  ^^w?  *^^^*^y  settlers  of  Pittsford  Township,  Hills- 
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ale  County,  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
on  section  35,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1845.  His  fa- 
ther, Horace  Fenton,  a  native  of  Rutland,  Vt.,  was 
born  Oct.  6,  1804,  and  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Seth 
Fenton,  who  was  born  June  17,  1781.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  John  Fenton  b}^  name, 
was  a  native  of  England,  and  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  company  with  two  brothers  during  the  Colonial 
days.  The}^  settled  in  New  England,  and  Seth 
Fenton  became  Captain  over  a  company  of  Ver- 
mont dragoons.  Upon  leaving  the  Green  Mountain 
State  in  1839,  he  went  to  the  vicinity  of  Granville, 
Bradford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  purchased  a  farm  where  he 
carried  on  agriculture  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  in 
her  girhood  Miss  Jane  Keeler,  and  married  Capt. 
Seth  Fenton  Dec.  1,  1803.  She  also  spent  her  last 
years  in  Bradford  County,  her  death  taking  place 
June  2,  1855,  about  three  years  preAious  to  the  de- 
cease of  her  husband,  Feb.  20,  1858.  The}^  reared 
a  fine  family  of  eleven  children,  and  Horace,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  in  common  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  was  educated  in  the  district  school.  He 
possessed  much  mechanical  genius  and  early  in  life 
became  master  of  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder. 
He  left  home  at  twentj'^  years  of  age  and  migrated 
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to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  working  at  his  trade  there  for  a 
time  and  later  in  Batavia.  He  was  frugal  and  in- 
dustrious, and  before  very  long  had  saved  enough 
money  to  buy  a  house  and  lot  in  Buffalo.  'From 
this  he  subsequently  unfortunately  parted,  trading- 
it  for  western  lands  which  in  the  end  proved  a  poor 
speculation. 

After  this  backset,  the  father  of  our  subject  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  Vermont,  where  he  was 
soon  afterward  married,  Feb.  4,  1827,  to  a  maiden 
of  his  own  neighborhood.  The  first  year  they  were 
married  he  purchased  a  house  and  lot  which  he  paid 
for,  and  in  the  spring  of  1830  he  commenced  busi- 
ness with  borrowed  capital.  He  built  a  sawmill  on 
the  banks  of  Otter  Creek  and  began  the  manufacture 
of  lumber,  which  venture  proved  highly  successful, 
and  he  paid  for  his  mill  the  first  year.  He  con- 
tinued in  his  native  county  until  1887,  and  then, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four  children,  started 
for  the  newly  admitted  State  of  Michigan.  They 
made  their  way  by  team  to  Whitehall  and  thencn; 
via  the  Cham  plain  and  Erie  Canals  to  Buffalo,  where 
they  embarked  on  a  lake  steamer  and  afterward 
proceeded  by  rail  from  Toledo  to  Adrian,  then  the 
terminus  of  what  was  afterward  the  Michigan 
Southern  &  Northern  Indiana  Railroad. 

The  father  of  our  subject  upon  coming  to  this 
county  lived  for  a  time  with  his  brother  Seth  W., 
in  Madison  Township,  and  in  the  meantime  began 
to  seek  a  location.  He  finally  purchased  a  part  of 
section  35,  in  Pittsford  Township,  which  >vas  cov- 
ered with  timber.  No  road  led  to  this  land,  and 
those  seeking  it  found  their  way  only  hy  a  trail 
marked  by  blazed  trees.  Mr.  Fenton  put  up  a  log 
house  and  in  this  humble  dwelling  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born.  Stoves  were  a  luxury  un- 
known in  those  days  in  that  region,  and  the  mother 
cooked  by  the  fireplace.  Mrs.  Fenton  was  a  true 
pioneer  wife  and  mother,  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  besides  her  household  duties,  spun  and  wove 
wool  and  flax  and  manufactured  the  cloth  from 
which  was  made  the  household  apparel,  the  father 
in  the  meantime  making  the  shoes  for  himself  and 
family.  In  connection  with  the  clearing  of  his 
land,  Mr.  Fenton  worked  at  his  trade  as  he  could, 
and  put  up  some  of  the  first  buildings  in  Hillsdale 
County  and  Hudson  Village  and  Township.     The 


parents  continued  on  the  farm  until  Oct.  25,  1847, 
then  moved  to  Hudson  Village,  where  the  father 
followed  his  trade  and  was  the  leading  mechanic 
and  builder  of  Hudson,  putting  up  the  majority  of 
the  buildings  erected  there  during  his  lifetime.  He 
was  a  man  of  much  force  of  character,  self-made 
and  self-educated,  and  one  who  kept  himself  well 
posted  upon  current  events.  He  wrote  an  extended 
history  of  his  life,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  all 
the  interesting  incidents  from  his  earliest  recollec- 
tion. He  left  his  native  State  as  he  states  in  his 
history  for  the  reason  that  in  1835  the  Vcu'mont 
Legislature  passed  a  law  to  the  effect  that  all  me- 
chanics should  pay  for  the  privilege  of  working  by 
the  day,  or  in  other  words,  they  should  be  placed  on 
the  grand  list  to  the  value  of  $500  taxation,  be- 
sides an  additional  tax  on  all  the  property  they  pos- 
sessed. This  appeared  to  Horace  Fenton  an  act  of 
decided  injustice  and  he  determined  to  escape  it. 
He  w^as  universally  respected  and  proved  a  valued 
accession  to  the  pioneer  communit}^  of  Hudson 
Township,  where  his  death  took  place  on  the  9th  of 
April,  1876. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Rheuernma  L.  Abbott.  She  was  borniuThet- 
ford,  Vt.,  not  far  from  the  early  home  of  her  first 
husband.  After  his  death  she  was  married  to  Bige- 
low  C.  Fenton,  and  died  in  Granville,  Pa.,  Jan.  14, 
1887.  Of  her  first  marriage  there  were  born  five 
children,  three  of  whom  survive — ^George  W.,  Hor- 
ace S.  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Lyon — and  are  residents 
of  Hudson,  Mich.  George  W.  Fenton  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  parental  household  and  tlie 
only  one  born  in  this  State.  He  was  two  and  one- 
half  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Hudson 
Village,  and  his  early  education  was  conducted  in 
the  select  schools  of  the  town.  At  the  early  age 
of  ten  years  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
printer  and  assisted  in  setting  up  the  type  for  the 
first  issue  of  the  Hudson  Gazette^  in  March,  1 858. 
He  has  since  been  connected  with  this  office  with 
the  exception  of  the  year  1868,  when  he  published 
the  Morenci  Gazette^  at  Morenci,in  this  county,  and 
during  the  years  of  his  newspaper  and  literary  life, 
has  gathered  a  large  amount  of  historical  matter 
pertaining  to  Hillsdale  and  Lenawee  Counties.  He 
is    essentially    an    antiquarian,   and    has    preserved 
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many  valuable  and  interesting  relics  of  the  early 
(lays,  including  a  large  collection  of  archaeological 
and  mineral  specimens,  and  besides  these  has  one 
of  the  largest  and  finest  collections  of  coins  and 
paper   money  in  the  State. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Florence 
A.  Bailey,  is  a  native  of  Montville,  Geauga  Co., 
Ohio,  and  was  born  on  the  2d  of  November,  1850. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Hudson,  Feb.  17, 
1875.  Mrs.  Fenton  is  the  daughter  of  P^lijah  B. 
and  Aurelia  W.  (Fenton)  Bailey,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Morgan 
Township,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio.  The  paternal 
gi'andfatlier  of  Mrs.  Fenton,  Nathaniel  Bailc}^  by 
liame,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Montville. 
Elijah  B.  Bailey  was  reared  in  Nevv  York  State  and 
married  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.  After  reach- 
ing his  majority  he  purchased  200  acres  of  land  in 
Montville,  from  which  he  opened  up  a  good  farm 
wdiere  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  21,  1874.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Fenton,  was  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Betsey 
(Nichols)  Fenton,  but  although  their  ancestors  were 
of  the  same  name,  as  far  as  can  be  traced  the  two 
families  are  in  nowise  related. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born 
two  children — Horace  S.,  Juh^  2,  1876,  and  Charlie 
A.,  July  22,  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fenton  enjoy 
the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  the  best  people 
of  Hudson  Village  and  Township,  and  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Seventh-Day  Adventist 
Church. 


i(^AN  RENSSELAER  J.  OSBORN,  a  well- 
to-do  and  retired  farmer  of  Adrian,  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  where  he  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  April  2,  1816.  He  comes 
from  a  fine  old  family,  whose  brave  deeds  and  noble 
principles  have  uiade  them  noteworthy  generations 
back,  and  is  of  New  England  origin,  his  paternal 
grandparents,  Joel  and  Theda  (Tieden)  Osborn, 
being  natives  of  Massachusetts. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Asa  Osborn,  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  where  he  was  born 
in   Berkshire   County,   Dec.   20,    1775.     He   was   a 
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farmer  by  occupation,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  married  Eunice  Northrop, 
who  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
10,  1781,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
Northrop.  After  their  marriage,  which  took  place 
Feb.  2i),  1807,  they  settled  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  which 
was  then  a  dense  wilderness,  their  house  being  the 
fifth  one  built  in  the  place.  In  that  house  was 
[^reached  the  first  Methodist  sermon  ever  heard  in 
Batavia.  Three  years  later  they  removed  to  Charles- 
ton, Montgcmiery  County,  remaining  there  until 
1  836,  when  with  their  three  children,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter,  they  came  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich., 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  that  portion  of  Fairfield 
Township  that  was  afterward  ceded  to  Ohio.  There 
they  spent  their  remaining  years,  Mrs.  Osborn 
dying  in  1845,  and  Mr.  Osborn  in  1861.  One  son, 
Truman,  died  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  in  1844. 
Two  of  their  children  are  now  living,  the  daughter, 
who  married  Rev.  A.  Foster,  April  19,  1844,  and 
is  now  living  in  Minnesota,  and  our  subject. 

Van  Rensselaer  J.  Osborn  passed  his  youth  in  his 
native  town,  and  there  received  a  good  common- 
school  education.  After  coming  to  Lenawee  County 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  part  of 
Fairfield  Township  which  was  afterw^ard  ceded  to 
Lucas  County,  Ohio,  but  after  the  '^Toledo  War" 
was  incorporated  in  Fulton  County,  that  State,  and 
was  designated  Royalton.  In  1857  Mr.  Osborn  en- 
gaged as  a  commercial  salesman  for  the  firm  of 
Northrup  cfe  Richard,  manufacturers  of  gloves  and 
mittens,  continuing  in  their  service  twenty-two 
years.  By  his  geniality,  honesty  and  ability,  he  se- 
cured a  large  run  of  trade  for  the  firm,  and  his 
salary,  which  the  first  year  was  $1  per  day  and  ex- 
penses, was  gradually  increased,  until,  during  the 
last  five  years  that  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  firm, 
his  services  commanded  $2,000  a  year  and  expenses. 
Before  he  began  traveling  Mr.  Osborn  cleared  sixty 
of  the  eighty  acres  of  land  that  he  then  owned,  tak- 
ing out  all  stumps,  and  erecting  good  buildings.  He 
has  increased  the  area  of  his  farm  by  the  purchase  of 
another    eighty  acres;  this  property  is  now  rented. 

September  24,  1840,  Mr.  Osborn  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Ursula  A.  Warner,  of  Adrian, 
and  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Brown)  War- 
ner, natives  of  New  York.     Mr.  Warner  was  bora 
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*  Jan.  1,  1797,  and  Mrs.  Warner,  Nov.  3,  1794.  From 
New  York  they  came  to  Adrian,*  Mich.,  in  1834. 
and  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  four 
boys  and  five  girls,  three  of  the  latter  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Mrs.  Osborn's  maternal  grandfather 
was  Phineas  Brown,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  died  in  Royalton,  Ohio,  in  1842.  Mrs. 
Osborn  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  March 
30,  1824,  and  she  was  ten  years  of  age  when  she 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents.  To  her  and  her 
husband  six  children  have  been  born,  as  follows: 
Jonathan  B.  w^as  born  July  18,  1842,  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Ohio;  he  entered  the  Union  army, and 
served  three  years  as  a  member  of  Company  I, 
•47th  Ohio  Infantry,  taking  part  in  twenty-six  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes,  and  was  at  the  capture  of  Yicks- 
burg.  Dexsey  A.  was  born  Aug.  20,  1844,  and  is 
the  wife  of  J.  H.  Baylor,  of  East  Portland,  Ore.; 
Theda  was  born  in  1847,  and  died  in  1858;  Julia  A. 
was  born  Nov.  14,  1852,  and  became  the  wife  of  C. 
M.  Weaver;  she  died  June  25,  1885,  at  Hillsdale, 
Mich.  Charles  W.  was  born  Aug.  20,  1855,  and 
died  in  July,  1875;  and  Mary  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Osborn  resided  on  his  farm  until  1865,  when 
he  removed  to  Adrian,  where  he  has  since  been  a 
resident.  Previous  to  their  removal  they  lived  in  two 
States,  three  counties,  three  townships,  four  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Conferences,  four  districts,  one  mission 
and  eight  circuits,  remaining  all  the  while  in  the 
same  house,  this  being  a  prominent  feature  of 
pioneer  life.  In  the  summer  of  1887  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Osborn  made  an  enjoyable  trip  over  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  to  Yellowstone  Park,  Wyo.,  thence 
to  Portland,  Ore.,  and  on  to  San  Francisco,  Cal. ; 
they  returned  by  the  way  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Denver 
and  Kansas  City,  to  Adrian. 

While  living  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Osborn  served  as 
Township  Trustee  several  years,  as  Clerk  and 
Assessor  of  his  township  three  years,  and  also  as 
School  Director  for  a  number  of  years.  After 
coming  to  Adrian  he  was  elected  Alderman  for  the 
Fourth  Ward,  serving  for  two  years.  Politically 
Mr.  Osborn  is  a  Republican,  and  conscientiously 
endorses  the  principles  of  that  party,  believing  them 
to  be  the  only  ones  which  will  perpetuate  our  excel- 
lent form  of  government.     Mr.   Osborn   is   an  in- 

f     fluential  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 


which  he  joined  in  1834,  and  has  served  as  Class- 
Leader,  Steward  and  Trustee,  both  in  Ohio  and 
Michigan.  Mrs.  Osborn  is  also  a  member  of  that 
church,,  having  united  with  it  in  1840,  since  which 
time  she  has  labored  faithfully  and  earnestly  in 
the  good  work  carried  on  by  that  denomination. 
Mr.  Osborn  is  a  most  valuable  citizen  of  Adrian, 
living  in  a  great  measure  for  others,  contributing 
much  to  the  advancement  of  the  community,  whose 
citizens  cordially  indorse  him  as  a  man  whose 
judgment  it  is  safe  to  seek  and  abide  by. 
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ENRY  RHINEMILLER  is  a  man  whose  en- 
terprise and  business  ability  have  given  him 
a  prominent  place  among  the  leading  farm- 
ers of  Lenawee  County.  Mr.  Rhinemiller 
was  born  in  Huron,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  5,  1837. 
His  father,  John  Rhinemiller,  was  born  in  Breiten- 
bach,  Ker-Rothenburg,  Hessen,  Germany.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  receiving  the 
benefits  of  its  fine  educational  system.  After  his 
school  education  was  completed  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  cooper,  and  then  as  a  journeyman  he  pur- 
sued his  trade  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  including 
a  sojourn  in  Paris;  he  thus  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  many  famous  places.  He  married  in  1827 
Anna  Brundow,  a  native  of  the  same  country  as 
himself. 

Having  heard  much  in  his  journeyings  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  of  its  hospitalities  to  for- 
eigners, and  of  its  many  opportunities  for  a  poor 
man,  John  Rhinemiller  determined  to  seek  a  home 
for  himself  and  family  in  this  great  country,  and 
accordingly  in  1833,  with  his  wife  and  children,  he 
embarked  on  an  American  bound  vessel.  Their  vo} - 
age  was  made  particularly  memorable  to  that  little 
family  of  emigrants,  seeking  a  new  home  in  a  far- 
away country,  by  the  birth  of  their  third  child  on 
the  ocean.  At  length  the  long  voyage  of  fourteen 
weeks  was  ended,  and  the}^  landed  in  New  .York 
City,  whence  they  proceeded,  via  the  Hudson  River, 
Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie  to  Black  River,  in  Lorain 
Comity,  Ohio.  '\i^hen  they  arrived  there,  strangers 
in  a  strange  land.  Mi*.  Rhinemiller  had  but  fifty 
cents  of  available  capital,  but  he  liad  plenty  of  cour- 
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age  and  willing  hands.  He  bought  a  tract  of  land 
on  time,  but  was  not  then  able  to  put  up  the  neces- 
sary buildings  so  that  he  could  at  once  settle  on  it, 
so  he  worked  out  b}^  the  da}'  to  support  his  family, 
employing  his  spare  time  in  clearing  his  land.  In 
1884  he  sold  this  fjirm  at  an  advance  and  removed 
to  Huron,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  bought  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  heavily  timbered,  at  $5  an  acre.  He 
l)uilt  a  log  house  for  himself  and  family,  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  present  site  of  Huron  Village, 
and  in  that  home  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born.  By  active  and  persistent  toil  he  reclaimed 
this  land  from  its  native  state,  and  built  a  good  set 
of  frame  buildings.  He  met  with  a  serious  loss  in 
the  burning  of  his  first  frame  house  six  weeks  after 
its  erection,  but  iie  soon  replaced  it  by  another,  in 
which  he  lived  until  1865.  He  then  removed  with 
his  wife  to  the  village  of  Huron,  where  they  spent 
the  remaining  3^ears  of  their  lives,  he  dying  June  9, 
1878,  while  his  good  wife  was  not  long  separated 
from  him,  as  she  died  in  January,  1879.  They 
reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
now  living — William,  Eliza,  Christine,  Heiuy,  John 
and  Joseph;  those  dead  are  Martha  and  Tina. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  of  his  parents, 
and  the  first  of  their  cliildren  born  on  American  soil. 
In  his  early  youth  he  attended  the  pioneer  schools 
of  his  native  place,  which  were  held  at  first  in  the 
primitive  log  school-house.  He  lived  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  rendering 
his  father  valuable  assistance  in  clearing  his  land 
and  tilling  the  soil.  After  leaving  the  parental 
home  he  went  to  Green  Bay,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in 
fishing  on  the  lake,  which  occupation  he  followed 
ten  years.  On  the  17th  of  August,  1869,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Smitt,  a  native  of  Ver- 
million, Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  Feb.  9, 
1851.  Her  father,  Henry  Smitt,  was  born  in  Bruns- 
wick, Germany.  He  came  to  tliis  countrj^  when  a 
young  man,  and  located  in  \'ermillion,  Erie  Co., 
Ohio,  and  there  carried  on  his  business  of  a  tailor 
until  his  death,  July  20,  1853.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Margnret  Krupp,  was  born  in 
Hessen,  Germany,  and  now  resides  in  Huron,  Erie 
Co.,  Ohio. 

In  1873  Mr.  Rhinemiller  came  to  this  county  and 
])ought  a  fnrni  of  ninety  acr(\^  in   Ogden  Township, 
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seventy  acres  of  which  were  cleared.  He  cleared 
twenty  acres  more  of  his  land,  erected  a  large  frame 
house,  and  otherwise  improved  the  place.  In  1882 
he  sold  this  property  and  bought  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides.  This  contains  101  acres  of  good  land, 
fifty  acres  of  which  are  within  the  incorporated  vil- 
lage of  Blissfield.  He  has  rebuilt  and  enlarged  the 
house  in  which  he  and  his  family  now  reside,  and 
made  many  other  improvements  which  add  greatly 
to  the  appearance  of  his  fine  and  well-kept  farm. 
On  another  page  of  this  work  is  shown  a  view  of 
Mr.  Rhinemiller's  beautiful  homestead. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhinemiller 
lias  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living,  Nellie  Maora  and  Martha 
Viola;  an  infant  died  unnamed.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rhinemiller  are  good  and  consistent  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  Although  they  have 
not  long  been  residents  of  this  community,  they 
have  gained  the  full  respect  and  confidence  of  its 
people.  In  politics  Mr.  Rhinemiller  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  as  a  good  citizen  betakes  a  lively  interest 
in  whatever  promotes  the  advancement  of  the  town, 
morally,  socially  or  financially. 

\¥/OHN  J.  PATTERSON,  a  prominent  and  in- 
dustrious  farmer  of  Woodstock  Township, 
I  I  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  24, 
1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine 
(Jager)  Patterson.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Irehmd,  born  July  27,  1793,  but  not  being  pleased 
with  his  condition  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  crossed  the  seas  to  the  New  World 
and  located  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where  for 
some  years  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  weaver. 

Removing  to  Wayne  County,  in  the  same  State, 
Joseph  Patterson  made  that  his  home  until  the 
spring  of  1848,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  Woodstock  Town- 
ship. This  was  mostly  in  a  wild  state,  and  the  cabin 
erected  upon  it  at  the  time  was  but  a  small  affair. 
He  subsequently  built  a  better  house,  and  lived 
thereuntil  his  death,  which  occurred  April  18,  1871, 
when  he  had  reached  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and   was  born 
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Feb.  2,  1804;  she  died  on  the  old  homestead  Sept. 
2,  1§73.  They  had  a  famil}^  of  eight  children, 
whose  record  is  as  follows :  Benjamin  and  Maria, 
the  eldest  children,  are  dead ;  William  L.  resides  in 
Lenawee  County;  Catherine  married  Theron  An- 
drews, and  lives  in  Hillsdale  County;  Robert  C. 
married  Mehala  White,  and  also  lives  in  Hillsdale 
County;  John  J.,  our  subject;  Joseph  married  Lucy 
Hollen,  and  resides  in  this  county,  as  also  does 
Mary  L.,  who  married  Charles  Ellsworth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home  un- 
til he  was  twenty -seven  years  of  age.  In  his  boy- 
hood days  he  attended  the  district  schools  and  laid 
the  foundation  for  an  excellent  education.  As  he 
grew  older  he  assisted  his  father  in  all  the  farm 
work,  and  was  a  great  help  in  developing  the  re- 
sources of  the  property.  On  the  28th  of  March, 
1861,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Eliza  A, 
Ellsworth,  who  was  born  in  Woodstock  Township, 
Lenawee  County,  Dec.  31,  1837,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Lydia  (Hand)  Ellsworth.  Her 
father  w^as  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Feb.  6, 
1811,  and  was  the  son  of  Richard  and  Margaret 
Ellsworth,  who  came  to  this  county  and  died  here, 
full  of  years.  Alexander  settled  in  Woodstock 
Township  in  the  year  1836,  and  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  Government  land.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
July  14,  1814,  died  July  16,  1839.  Mr.  Ellsworth 
died  in  this  county  at  the  age  of  fifty- three,  Jan. 
28,  1864. 

Mrs.  Patterson  being  unfortunate  enough  to  lose 
her  mother  when  an  infant  was  reared  by  her  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Nehemiah  Hand.  That  gentle- 
man was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  w^as  born  April 
12,  1788.  He  removed  to  this  county  in  1835,  and 
located  in  Woodstock  Township  on  the  place  where 
Mr.  Patterson  now  lives.  This  farm  was  his  home 
until  March  27,  1869,  when  he  crossed  the  dark 
river  of  death.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Robinson) 
Hand,  was  born  Feb.  27,  1796,  and  died  in  Wood- 
stock Township,  April  3,  1879. 

After  his  marriage,  John  J.  Patterson  rented 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Hand  and  worked  it  on  shares, 
which  he  continued  until  the  death  of  the  old  peo- 
ple placed  the  property  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Pat- 
terson. Grandfather  Hand  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  but  all  of  them  pi'cceded 


their  father  and  mother  to  the  silent  land.  Eliza 
Ann  was  born  in  July,  1819,'and  died  August  28  of 
the  same  year;  Leonard  R.  was  born  March  26, 
1828,  and  died  July  13,  1844,  and  the  other  was 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Patterson.  To  the  eighty  acres 
of  land  belonging  to  his  wife,  Mr.  Patterson  has 
added  160  acres  which  he  has  cleared  and  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  present  hand- 
some residence  in  which  he  lives  was  erected  in 
1883,  and  is  a  model  of  comfort  and  elegance. 
Fine  barns  and  other  necessary  buildings  are  lib- 
erally provided  for  all  the  uses  of  the  farm,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township. 

The  subject  of  j this  sketch  is  an  active  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturist,  and  takes  great  interest  in  the 
improvement  of  his  property.  He  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  operations.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  is  in  nowise  a  poli- 
tician, nor  does  he  seek  office.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  wisely  prefer  the  happiness  of  the  domestic 
hearth  to  the  fugitive  honors  of  petty  office,  and 
theirs  is  a  home  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word. 


eHARLES  J.  MILLER.  In  the  spring  of 
1847,  one  John  Miller,  with  his  wife  and 
__  five  children,  left  his  native  soil  in  the 
Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  crossed  the  seas 
to  America,  where  he  thought  he  could  better  his 
condition  and  rear  his  family  in  greater  comfort 
than  in  the  land  of  their  nativity.  After  a  safe 
voyage  to  this  '4and  of  great  expectations"  the}^ 
disembarked  at  New  York  City,  and  proceeded  to 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  locating  in  Margaretta  Town- 
ship, where  Mr.  Miller  bought  some  land  partly 
improved. 

John  Miller  was  a  hard-working,  industrious  man, 
and  in  a  few  years  had  considerably  improved  his 
land,  and  made  a  comfortable  home  for  his  family, 
He  was  just  beginning  to  enter  upon  more  prosper- 
ous days  when  his  death  occurred  in  the  year  1852. 
Thus  when  they  had  been  but  five  years  in  this,  to 
them  strange  land,  his  family  were  deprived  of  his 
care;  hut  the   mother,  a  thrifty,  practical  woman, 
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took  up  the  burden  of  support,  and  with  the  assis- 
tance of  the  elder  children,  well  performed  her 
part,  training  her  children  to  good  habits  and  to 
ways  of  usefulness.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mag- 
dalena  Krerger,  and  the  names  of  her  children  are: 
Nicholas,  whose  whereabouts  is  unknown;  Chris- 
topher, living  in  Blissfield ;  Magdalena,  the  wife  of 
William  Langewell,  of  Blissfield;  Caroline,  the  wife 
of  Luther  Smith,  of  Blissfield  Township,  and 
Charles  J.  The  good  mother  is  still  spared  to  her 
children,   with  whom  she  makes  her  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  parents,  and  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
June  18,  1844.  After  his  father's  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  eight  years  old,  he  continued 
living  wdth  his  mother,  assisting  her  in  the  farm 
work  until  1862,  when  he  went  forth  to  fight  the 
battles  of  his  adopted  country,  being  then  but  a  lad 
of  eighteen  years.  In  December  of  that  year  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  16th  Ohio  Cavalry,  join- 
ing the  regiment  at  Cleveland.  The  regiment  was 
sent  first  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  remaining  there  a 
week,  when  it  was  sent  to  Murf  reesboro,  and  thence 
proceeded  to  Chattanooga  to  join  Sherman's  com- 
mand, serving  thenceforth  under  Gen.  Kilpatrick. 
The  regiment  then  went  from  Chattanooga  to  At- 
lanta, taking  part  in  many  important  engagements, 
and  was  also  in  the  ranks  during  the  famous  march 
of  Sherman's  army  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  After 
that  the  regiment  Avent  to  Fayette,  N.  C,  wliere,  in 
an  engagement,  Mr.  Miller  received  a  gunshot 
wound  and  was  in  the  hospital  until  June ;  he  then 
joined  his  regiment  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  and  there  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  when  it  was  dis- 
banded. He  returned  home,  and  after  a  short  visit 
with  his  friends  in  Ohio  he  came  to  this  State  and 
bought  the  place  where  he  now  resides  on  section 
18  of  Blissfield  Township.  At  the  time  of  his  pur- 
chase there  were  twenty  acres  of  the  land  cleared, 
and  two  log  houses  built  on  it,  in  one  of  which  he 
commenced  keeping  house  by  himself.  He  now  has 
fifty  acres  of  well-cleared  land,  under  good  tillaga, 
and  has  erected  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings. 

After  he  became  a  landed  proprietor  Mr.  Miller 
did  not  long  remain  single,  and  for  twenty  years 
he  has  had  the  counsel  and  assistance  of  a  good 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  wedded  Aug.  29,  18G7.     His 
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wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Lincoln, 
was  born  March  16,  1845,  and  comes  of  good  New 
P^ngland  stock.  Her  parents,  Edward  and  Rachel 
(Packard)  Lincoln,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married.  In  1844  tliey  left 
the  "Green  Mountain  State"  and  came  to  Michigan, 
locating  in  Madison  Township,  tliis  county,  which 
thus  became  the  birthplace  of  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Miller.  In  1845,  the  year  following  their  settle- 
ment, Mr.  Lincoln  died,  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  now  lives 
in  Watseka,  Iroquois  Co.,  111. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have  been  born  two  chil- 
(^i-en — Nettie  and  Walter.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  man  of 
integrity,  and  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  has 
been  true  to  all  the  obligations  of  citizenship.  He 
has  firm  faith  in  the  Republican  party  and  supports 
it  by  his  vote,  while  he  is  an  honored  member  of 
Scott  Post  No.  43,  G.  A.  R. 
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ILLIAM  W.  LUCK,  the  agent  of  the  United 
1\a///  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  Pacific  Express  Company,  at 
Adrian,  is  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  July  17,  1811). 
His  parents  were  William  and  Jemima  (Pj^tridge) 
Luck,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the 
latter  of  England,  whence  she  was  brought  to  this 
country  when  a  mere  child.  After  their  marriage 
they  lived  in  various  places,  including  Buffalo,  Pal- 
myra and  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  year  1846  they 
came  to  the  State  of  Michigan  and  settled  in*  St. 
Clair,  on  a  farm,  where  they  remained  until  the 
death  of  the  father  in  1875.  The  father  was  born 
in  1797  and  the  mother  in  1800;  the  latter  died  in 
1881.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  five 
boys  and  five  girls,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  matur- 
ity, while  five  still  survive. 

William  W.  Luck  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
various  towns  in  New  York  State,  and  attended 
school  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  After  he  attained  to 
manhood  he  was  variously  engaged  for  several 
years,  when,  having  a  curiosity  to  investigate  the 
western  country,  of  which  he  had  heard  so  much, 
he  made  a  trip  across  the  plains  to  the  gold  and 
silver  mining  country,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.     Upon  his  return  he  entered  the  employ  of 
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the  United  States  Express  Company,  at  Monroe, 
Mich.,  in  May,  1854.  He  served  at  Cleveland, 
Toledo,  and  other  places,  coming  to  Adrian  in 
1864,  and  took  possession  of  the  office  of  that  com- 
pan}^  as  its  agent,  which  position  he  still  holds,  and 
has  faithfully  filled  for  a  period  of  twenty-three 
years;  altogether  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
company  thirty-four  years.  This  long  term  of  serv- 
ice, for  a  company  which  makes  integrit}^  and 
fidelity  its  test,  is  a  testimonial  that  speaks  louder 
than  words. 

Mr.  Luck  has  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife 
living  but  two  years.  He  was  married  to  his  pres- 
ent wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  G.  Benson, 
on  the  23d  of  August,  1856.  She  is  a  native  of 
England,  but  was  brought  up  in  Hudson,  N.  Y., 
where  she  w^as  also  married.  They  have  had  five 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  and  is  the 
Avife  of  E.  D.  A\^illiams,  of  Chicago.  Two  died  in 
infancy,  and  two  daughters  grew  to  womanhood, 
and  then  died. 

Li  politics  Mr.  Luck  is  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  as  such  was  elected  Mayor  in  1876. 
He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  since  1865  has  been  a  member  of  Temple 
Lodge  No.  168,  A.  E.  &  A.  M.  His  long  continued 
service  as  an  express  messenger  and  agent  has 
made  him  one  of  the  most  competent  and  thor- 
oughly posted  in  the  country.  Mr.  Luck  is  thor- 
oughly systematic  and  methodical  in  conducting 
the  business  of  the  office,  and  the  books  are  model 
exhibits  of  his  skill  as  book-keeper. 


ENRY  J.  WIRT  is  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  Lenawee  County  and  an  exten- 
sive land- owner,  residing  on  his  fine  farm  in 
Medina  Township,  on  sections  10,  1 1  and 
15.  His  parents  were  James  and  Rachel  (Rath- 
burn)  Wirt,  natives  of  .New  York,  whence  they  re- 
moved in  1856,  from  Orleans  County  to  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  farming,  where  Mr. 
Wirt,  the  father,  died  about  two  years  after  his  set- 
tlement. The  good  mother  was  spared  to  her  sons 
for  many  years  after  the  death  of  the  fathei-,  lier 
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death  occurring  Dec.  28,  1885.  To  her  and  her 
husband  were  born  two  sons:  William  E.,  who  lives 
in  Hillsdale  County,  and  Henry  J. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  May  6,  1829.  The  industrial 
training  and  other  lessons  he  received  fi'om  his 
parents  contributed  to  make  him  a  useful  and  an 
.  honorable  citizen.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
adopted  the  calling  of  a  farmer  when  he  had  his 
own  way  to  make  in  the  world.  He  came  to  Lena- 
wee County,  Mich.,  and  in  the  fall  of  1857,  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  he  bought  a,  farm  of 
200  acres  in  Medina  Township,  which  tliey  after- 
ward divided  and  on  which  Mr.  Wirt  has  evov 
since  lived.  He  began  life  for  himself  with  noth- 
ing but  his  own  strong  arms  to  depend  upon,  but 
by  a  vigorous  use  of  these,  directed  l)y  his  shrewd 
common  sense  and  great  talent  for  business,  he  has 
been  unusually  successful  in  accumulating  a  goodly 
quantity  of  this  world's  goods.  He  has  become 
one  of  the  largest  land-owners  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  holding  a  tract  of  nearly  500  acres  in  Me- 
dina Township.  His  farm  is  well  managed  and  in 
a  good  condition,  and  he  conducts  his  farming  oper- 
ations after  the  best  methods.  He  has  convenient 
and  commodious  buildiiigs,  and  every  appliance  for 
facilitating  the  work.  Mr.  Wirt  has  paid  much 
attention  to  sheep-raising,  and  now  owns  a  fine  flock 
of  300  sheep,  while  he  has  ten  head  of  horses  and 
thirty  head  of  cattle. 

Mr.  Wirt  was  first  married  to  Mary  M.  Salsbury, 
of  Medina  Township,  who  bore  him  three  cliildren: 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Gerry  Acker,  of  Medina  Town- 
ship; Nettie  and  Hattie.  Mrs.  Wirt  died  Nov,  2, 
1873.  She  had  been  an  excellent  wife  and  a  most 
tender  mother,  and  her  kindly  influence  had  been 
felt  far  beyond  the  home  circle.  Mr.  Wirt's  second 
marriage  occurred  in  Hudson  Township,  to  Clara 
Eox,  a  native  of  that  township,  and  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Plumey  (Eoster)  Eox.  One  child 
has  been  born  of  this  union,  a  daughter  named 
Maiy  E. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wirt  occupy  a  prominent  position 
in  the  social  life  of  this  communit}^  They  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  influential 
in  the  management  of  its  affairs,  and  socially  they 
are    members    of  Medina  (J range,    V.   of  H.     Mr. 
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Wirt's  manifold  duties  do  not  give  him  much  time 
to  devote  to  public  affairs,  though  he  is  interested 
in  them  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  secure  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  township.  He  is  much  interested 
in  schools  and  schooling,  and  has  done  much  in 
various  official  positions  that  he  has  filled,  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board,  to  advance  the  cause 
of  education  in  this  township.  In  politics  he  is  a 
strong  Republican. 
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^#^)  ^^1^^^^^^^  ^-  WOOD  occupies  the  old  home- 
(l[  stead  of  his  father  on  sections  12  and  i:),  in 

^^^  Rollin  Township,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
4th  of  December,  1845.  Here  he  has  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  which  has  for  the  most  part 
been  spent  in  a  quiet  and  uneventful  manner,  as 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  It  is  hardlj 
necessary  to  state  that  the  lapse  of  years  has  made 
many  changes  in  the  face  of  the  country  around 
him,  and  also  in  the  tract  of  land  which  his  father 
entered  from  the  Government  in  1836,  while  Mich- 
igan was  yet  a  Territory.  From  an  unproductive 
waste  it  has  now  become  a  finely  cultivated  farm, 
with  substantial  modern  buildings  and  other  appur- 
tenances of  a  well-appointed  country  home. 

The  parents  of  onr  subject,  Wilson  and  Sally 
(Strong)  Wood,  were  natives  of  New  York  State 
and  Vermont  respectively.  When  W^ilson  was 
thirteen  years  old,  his  family  removed  from  Liv- 
ingston County  to  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
,  obtained  land  from  the  Government,  and  here  he 
remained  until  twenty -five  years  of  age.  His 
brothers  and  sisters  were  named  as  follows:  Jona- 
than, who  lived  and  died  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y". ; 
Melinda,  who  married  Burtis  Hoyt,  and  died  in 
Jackson  County,  Mich.;  Loretta,  who  married 
Abram  Miller,  and  both  died  in  Orleans  County; 
and  William,  who  married  Mary  Ann  Wetherwax, 
and  lives  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y. 

A  few  years  after  marriage  AYilson  and  Sally 
Wood  concluded  to  change  their  location,  and  sell- 
ing out  their  household  goods  and  farm  property, 
loaded  their  personal  effects  upon  a  wagon  and 
with  their  (children  came  overland  to  Southeastern 
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JMichigan.      They   were   also  aecompanied    by  the 
family  of  Sylvester  Canfield,  who  located  near  the 
Wood  family,  in  Rome  Township.     After  securing 
a  quarter  section  of  Government  land,  W^ilson  Wood 
put  up  a  log  cabin,  and  cleared  about  five  acres  of 
land  the   first  year.      He  was  armed    with   the  true 
pioneer  spirit,  and  labored  early  and  late  in  prepar- 
ing the  soil  for  cultivation  and  adding  those  little 
comforts  and  conveniences  to  the  homestead  which 
made  it  to  the  family  the  most  desirable  spot  which 
they  had  known.     In  due  time  the  entire  tract  was 
cleared   and   enclosed,  and  the  father   had  time  to 
give   more  of  his  attention   to   the  welfare  of  the 
people  around   him.      He  was   a  man  of  generous 
impulses,  liberal   and  public-spirited,   and    became 
I    quite    prominent   in    local    affairs.       He    served  as 
'    Highway  Commissioner  and  School  Director,  being 
especially  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  insti- 
tutions which  should  give  the  young  the  advantages 
i    to  which  they  were  entitled.     At  the  close  of  a  long 
and   useful  life,   he   passed   away  peacefully  at  his 
j    home  in  Rollin  Township,  on  the  4th  of  September, 
;    1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years  and  twenty- 
\    seven  days. 

Mrs.  Sally  Wood  only   survived  lier  husband  a 
few    months,    her    death   taking  place   also   at   the 
:    homestead,    Feb.    24,    1885,   at  the  age  of  seventy- 
;    four  years  and  one  month.     The  Wood  family  for 
^    generations  have  been  mostly  engaged  in  agricult- 
i    ural,  pursuits,  although  there  were  among  them  a 
I    few  tradesmen.     Alvah  Strong,  the   maternal  uncle 
of  our  subject,  served  in  the  Union  army  two  years, 
and  one  of  his  great-uncles  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of    1812.     Charles    D.   at   the   age   of   twenty-one 
years  commenced  working  the  farm  on  shares,  and 
on  the  3d  of  December,  1871,  brought  a  bride  to  the 
old   home,   having   been   married  to  Miss    Ada  O. 
Cook,  of  St.   Joseph  County.     Soon  afterward   he 
rented  the  entire  farm  and  operated  in  this  manner 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  after  which  he  came 
into  possession  of  the  property.     T'he  present  resi- 
dence was  erected  about  1878.     Therl^  is  a  goodly 
assortment  of  live  stock  on  the  farm,  and  its  opera- 
tions generally   are  conducted   in  a  thorough  and 
skillful  manner. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  June  14,  1855, 
in  Erie  County,  Fa.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
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H.  and  Olive  Ann  (Cochran)  Cook,  who  came  from 
the  Kej^stone  State  to  Michigan  about  1860,  locating 
in  St.  Joseph  Countj^  The  mother  died  in  Misha- 
waka,  Ind.,  about  1869,  aged  forty-eight  years, 
while  Mr.  Cook  is  still  living  and  carrying  on  farm- 
ing in  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wood  have  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Lela  Olive, 
wdio  was  born  Sept.  9,  1875.  She  is  a  bright  and 
interesting  child,  still  attending  the  district  school, 
but  developing  unusual  musical  talent,  and  it  is  the 
design  of  her  parents  to  give  her  the  best  advan- 
tages for  becoming  proficient  in  this  art. 

The  children  of  Wilson  and  Sally  (Strong)  Wood, 
four  in  number,  were  named  respectively,  Lucy 
Jane,  Dan  M.,  Delos  S.,  and  Charles  D.,  our  subject. 
Delos  S.  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Dan  M. 
served  all  through  the  war  in  the  late  Rebellion, 
and  is  now  residing  in  this  township.  Mrs.  Wood 
has  a  half-brother — by  her  mother's  first  husband — 
named  Elus  M.  Shelby,  who  married  Rachel  Lewis, 
and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Fawn  River  Township, 
St.  Joseph  County.  She  has  also  a  sister,  named 
Jennie  P.,  who  married  J.  O.  Lendahl,  and  resides 
in  Denver,  Col.,  where  her  husband  is  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  Her  mother's  sister,  Rebecca 
Cochran,  married  Richard  Thornton,  a  Universalist 
minister;  she  is  now  a  widow^  and  lives  in  Toledo, 
Ohio.  An  uncle,  Thomas  Cochran,  resides  in  Alden, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  a  retired  farmer. 
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^  AMUEL  G.  WOTRINO  is  an  intelligent 
and  respected  farmer  of  Ogden  Township, 
and  is  the  scion  of  a  long  line  of  honorable 
ancestry.  He  was  born  in  West  Union, 
now  Aurora,  Preston  Co.,  W.  Va.,  May  4,  1840. 
He  has  the  record  of  his  family  back  to  his  great- 
grandfather, Abram  Wotring,  who,  it  is  thought, 
was  born  in  Germany,  but  in  early  life  sought  a 
new  home  in  the  United  States.  He  first  settled 
in  Maryland  and  spent  many  years  there,  but  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Preston  County,  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Virginia,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  that  place.  He  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land 
there,  which  is  still  owned  by  his  descendants.     He 


was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  erecting  a  tannery,  car- 
ried on  the  business  and  superintended  his  farm, 
residing  there  till  his  death. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  bore  his 
father's  name,  went  with  his  parents  from  Maryland 
to  Preston  County,  and  after  his  father's  death 
inherited  the  old  homestead  and  carried  on  the  two 
occupations,  tanning  and  farming,  until  his  death. 
His  son,  also  Abram  Wotring,  the  fatlier  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  March,  1810,  and  reared  on 
this  same  farm  in  West  Virginia.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  and  followed  it  till  1842  in 
his  native  town,  then  removed  to  Taylor  County, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  on  which  he  erected  a  shop, 
and  continued  his  previous  occupation  of  black- 
smithing  until  too  old  for  such  laborious,  though 
profitable  work;  he  still  lives  there,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  village  of 
Aurora,  which  is  situated  on  a  part  of  the  tract  of 
land  his  grandfather  had  taken  up.  He  platted  it 
and  laid  out  the  town,  naming  it  West  Union,  but 
the  name  was  afterward  changed  to  Aurora.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Ruth  Hood,  was  a  native  of  Preston  County,  and 
is  also  living  at  an  advanced  age.  Her  father, 
Julius  Hood,  was  born  in  Virginia,  where  he  was 
also  reared  and  married,  but  in  the  early  settlement 
of  Ohio  he  went  to  that  State  to  take  up  land, 
making  the  journey  from  Virginia  on  foot,  and 
while  there  was  taken  sick  and  died. 

Samuel  G.  Wotring  was  the  fourth  child  in  order 
of  l)irth  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living.  He  attended  school  during  his 
youth,  and  after  that  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smithing  of  his  father.  When  the  cry  of  Rebellion 
arose  and  there  came  a  requisition  for  troops  to 
suppress  it,  he  enlisted  May  1,  1861,  in  Company 
B,  2d  Virginia  Infantry,  and  served  through  the 
entire  war,  being  honorably  discharged  in  July, 
1865.  The  company  served  as  infantry  until  June, 
1863,  then  mounted  and  became  the  5th  Virginia 
Cavalry.  He  participated  in  the  many  engagements 
of  his  regiment,  the  most  important  of  which  were: 
Laurel  Hill,  Carrack's  Ford,  Schaefer  Mountain  and 
JMonterey,  McDowell  Cross  Keys,  Cedar  Mountain, 
Second  Bull  Run,  Kelley's  Ford,  Waterloo  Bridge, 
Gainesville,  Sulphur  Springs,  Rocky  Gap  and  Droop 
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Mountain.  After  being  mounted  he  wns  const nntly 
engaged  in  skirmishing  and  fighting.  At  the  eh)se 
of  the  war  he  returned  home,  and  resumed  his 
trade  in  Grafton,  living  there  till  1872,  when  he 
came  to  Ogden  Township,  and  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  15,  on  which  he  resided  till  ISKh 
when  he  traded  it  for  the  farm  he  now  owns  and 
occupies.  He  carried  on  blacksmi thing  in  connec- 
tion with  farming  till  1887,  when  on  account  of 
trouble  arising  from  a  wound  received  while  shoe- 
ing a  government  mule,  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  has  never  recovered,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
his  trade,  and  now  devotes  his  attention  entirely  to 
his  farm. 

January  18,  186G,  Mr.  Wotring  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Smell,  a  native  of  Taylor 
County,  W.  Va.,  where  she  was  born  Sept.  18, 
1843.  She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Saiali 
(Siggons)  Smell,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wotring  have  six  children  living:  George 
L.,  James  W.,  Sarah  E.,  P>lna  E.,  Eugene  F.  and 
Harry  L.     Perry,  their  fifth  child,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Wotring  was  a  brave  soldier,  and  is  an 
equally  good  citizen,  still  as  much  interested  in  his 
country's  welfare  as  when  he  took  up  arms  in  her 
defense.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is 
a  charter  member  of  the  David  Becker  Tost,  G. 
A.  R.    * 


rJLLlAM  QUEAL,  Es(,).,  is  one  of  the   best 
'^'    known  citizens  of  the  town  of   Cambridge, 


9^'  where  he  has  lived  for  a  period  covering 
more  than  forty  years,  and  has  long  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Although  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  farming,  he  was  for  a  time  oc- 
cupied in  other  business  at  Springville.  He  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  9.  1812,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  Queal,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who 
acquired  the  trade  of  boot  and  shoe  making  while 
still  a  young  man,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  wife,  locating  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
where  Mrs.  Queal  soon  afterward  died. 

Some  time  after  this  event,  John  Queal  was  again 
married,  in  Rome,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Hannah  Campbell, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  a  short  time  after- 
ward settled  at  Utica,  where  the  father  of  our  snb- 


ject  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  boots 
and  shoes.  This  business  he  continued  for  man}^ 
years,  until  he  retired  from  active  participation 
in  the  cares  of  business,  and  ten  years  later  died 
in  that  city  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a  Chris- 
tian man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  a  Deacon  of 
tiie  First  Baptist  Church,  and  a  power  for  good  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  an  old- 
line  Whig  in  politics,  a  follower  of  the  great  Henry 
Clay,  the  Sage  of  Ashland.  His  wife  survived  him 
some  3^ears  and  died  in  the  same  city,  at  the  age  of 
fourscore  years ;  she  was  a  birthright  Catholic. 

William  Queal,  the  subject  of  this  personal 
sketch,  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
two  sons  and  seven  daughters,  who  all  lived  to  ma- 
turity. He  was  reared  at  home,  and  having  ac- 
quired a  primary  education*  at  the  Utica  Academy, 
he  entered  the  study  of  the  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Smith, 
tlie  founder  of  tlie  Clinton  Liberal  Institute,  located 
at  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  educated  for  the 
ministry  in  the  Universalist  Church.  After  grad- 
uation he  was  engaged  in  the  service  of  that  church 
in  the  village  of  Mottville,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  other  villages  in  the  same  State,  which  he  vis- 
ited in  the  interests  of  his  denomination  for  some 
three  years.  In  1836,  still  in  the  interests  of  the 
church,  he  made  a  trip  to  Chicago,  III.,  and  there  in 
company  with  some  friends,  assisted  in  purchasing 
a  block  of  land  in  the  new  village,  on  which  to 
erect  a  building  in  which  they  could  organize  a  so- 
ciety to  be  known  as  the  First  Universalist  Church. 
In  183G  our  snbject  preached  the  first  sermon  ever 
delivered  by  a  clergyman  of  that  denomination  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  and  held  meetings  there  for 
some  time,  wdiich  were  well  attended.  Having  ef- 
fected the  organization  of  a  society  to  hold  prop- 
erty according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
and  accomplishing  the  object  of  his  mission,  Mr- 
( Jueal  returned  to  New  York  State,  and  took  charge 
of  the  church  society  at  Bristol,  Ontario  County, 
where  he  remained  eleven  years. 

During  this  time  the  subject  of  this  personal  his- 
tory spent  one  year  in  Indiana,  on  account  of  his 
failing  health,  and  in  1848,  suffering  severely  from 
bronchial  trouble,  familiarly  knowai  as  the  clergy- 
man's  sore  throat,  he  came  to  Michigan  for  recuper- 
ation.    Here,  having  never  recovered  the  natural 
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|H)\v(M-  of  hi.s  voice,  he  wfts  compelled  most  uiiwill- 
iiigly  to  withdraw  from  the  ministry,  having  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  person  who  knew  enough 
to  preach  could  get  a  living  by  other  means.  He 
then  purchased  some  fifty  acres  of  land  on  section 
2.'5,  Cambridge  Township,  a  part  of  the  Geddes 
fnrm,  where  he  has  since  erected  some  tine  build- 
ings. While  improving  this  place,  never  neglect- 
ing its  cultivation,  he  carried  on  the  business  of 
manufacturing  and  selling  boots  and  shoes  in  the 
village  of  Springville.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  in  the  county,  having  been  in 
that  office  nearly  ever  since  he  has  been  in  Miclii- 
gan.  He  is  accounted  among  the  solid  and  reliable 
men  of  the  county,  and  is  plain  spoken  and  inde- 
pendent in  his  views,  both  religiously  and  politi- 
cally. He  and  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Robert  (^ueal, 
of  Decatur,  Mich.,  are  the  onl}^  living  male  repre- 
sentatives of  their  father's  family. 

January  14,  l(S-55,  Mr.  Queal  was  united  in  mar- 
riage at  Aurelius,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss 
Samantha  Moore,  a  native  of  that  county,  born 
Dec.  1,  1812.  Her  father,  Henry  Moore,  was  a  na- 
tive of  J-^ong  Island,  and  her  mother,  Rachel  (Stew- 
art) Moore,  of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Queal  are 
the  parents  of  two  living  children:  Ellen  G..  who 
was  for  eight  years  connected  as  a  teacher  with  St. 
John's  High  School,  located  in  Clinton  County, 
Mich.,  and  was  educated  at  Adrian  and  Tecumseh, 
this  county,  and  Mar^^  Alice,  who  followed  the  pro- 
fession of  a  teacher  for  a  short  time  in  Cambridge 
Township,  but  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Dewe3^  a 
farmer  of  this  township.  Mr.  William  Queal  is  now 
living  on  his  farm  with  his  family,  one  mile  east  of 
S})ringville  on  the  Monroe  Turnpike,  and  Ms  post- 
(.)ffice  address  is  Springville. 

\fSAIAH  C.  MILLER,  in  1834,  put  up  one  of  the 
ll  first  log  houses  on  section  18,  in  Rollin  Town- 
ll\  ship,  upon  land  which  he  had  secured  from  the 
Government,  and  which  he  in  time  transformed 
into  a  productive  and  valuable  farm.  His  early 
home  was  near  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  his  birth 
took  place  Juh^  24,  1810.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
he  is  quite  well  advanced  in  years,  but  as  the  result 


of  a  correct  life  and  good  habits  he  is  still  hale  and 
hearty,  and  retains  the  independent  spirit,  coupled 
with  the  contempt  of  idleness,  which  were  the  distin- 
guishing characteristics  of  his  earlier  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Jonah  Miller  by  name, 
was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  spent  his  en- 
tire life  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  When  our 
subject  was  only  seven  years  old  his  father  mi- 
grated to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  a 
resident  several  years.  The  family  subsequently 
came  to  Michigan,  but  finally  returned  east  as  far 
as  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  Eulton  County,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Jonah  Miller  had 
married  in  his  early  manhood  a  lady  of  his  own 
county.  Miss  Sarah  Curtis,  who  died  in  York  State 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  become  men  and 
women,  and  seven  are  now^  surviving.  Isaiah  con- 
tinued at  home  until  nearly  reaching  his  majority, 
and  after  w^orking  by  the  month  for  three  years  in 
his  native  county,  set  out  for  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  landing  in  Rollin  Township  in  May, 
1833.  The  first  season  he  employed  himself  in 
cradling  grain  and  manufactured  his  own  cradle 
with  which  to  work.  With  the  exception  of  ten 
years  spent  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Hudson,  Mr. 
Miller  has  been  a  continuous  resident  at  this  place 
for  fifty -four  years. 

On  the  1 3th  of  September,  1833,  a  few  months 
after  taking  up  his  residence  in  this  county,  our 
subject  was  married  to  Miss  Deborah  F.  Pratt,  who 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  April  13,  1815, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Wil- 
bur) Pratt,  who  came  to  this  State  and  settled  two 
miles  northeast  of  Adrian,  in  1827,  and  there  both 
the  parents  died,  the  father  aged  fifty  years,  and 
the  mother  in  her  eightieth  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and  three  still  survive. 
Adelia  S.  was  born  in  1837,  and  married  E.  H. 
Cogswell,  who  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in 
Hudson;  Rachel  was  born  in  1844,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Scott;  they  have  one  son,  Charles  M., 
about  four  years  old,  and  a  daughter.  Ada  F.,  a 
very  intelligent  and  accomplished  young  lady  who 
is  attending  Hillsdale  College,  and  expects  to  grad- 
uate in  the  class  of  '88.     Before  entering  this  insti- 
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tution  she  had  been  engaged  as  a  teacher  two  terms 
among  their  old  neighbors  in  Cambridge  Township. 
She  has  also  developed  a  fine  talent  for  nmsic,  and 
gives  mnch  attention  to  this  art.  Mary  J.  was  born 
in  1847,  and  became  the  wife  of  Ilemy  Adams,  a 
well-to-do  farmer,  residing  near  Wheatland,  Hills- 
dale Count3^  A  granddaughter  of  Mr.  Miller,  Miss 
Sarah  Van  Doran,  the  child  of  their  danghter  Lydia, 
is  another  member  of  the  family  in  whom  tliey  take 
ranch  pride,  and  who  is  now  an  interesting  maiden 
of  seventeen  years,  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  High 
School  at  Adrian. 

Mr.  Miller,  politicall3^  is  a  straight  Repnblican 
with  a  leaning  towards  prohibition.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  lady  are  prominently  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  M.  is  an 
earnest  Christian  worker,  and  has  for  several  years 
been  connected  with  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  with  the 
Ladies'  Missionary  Society,  being  one  of  the  first 
in  the  organization  of  these  associations. 

ORNELIUS  GILSON  enjoys  the  reputation 
of  being  a  self-made  man,  and  one  of  the 
best  farmers  of  Lenawee  County.  His  early 
home  was  in  Brownville,  Jefferson  Co.,N.  Y.,  where 
his  birth  took  place  Jan.  13,  1829.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  started  out  for  himself,  working  on 
a  farm  at  $8  per  month.  As  he  was  industrious 
and  free  from  bad  habits,  he  was  enabled  to  save 
his  earnings,  and  when  reaching  manhood  purchased, 
in  company  with  his  brother,  fifty  acres  of'  land  in 
Jefferson  County.  It  was  rough  and  stony,  but  by 
the  exercise  of  hard  labor  the}^  brought  it  to  a  very 
good  state  of  cultivation,  and  it  remained  in  their 
possession  until  the  summer  of  1850. 

Before  the  end  of  this  3^ear  the  brothers  sold 
their  land,  and  our  subject  migrated  to  Ottawa 
County,  Ohio,  settling  near  Elmore,  where  he  took 
possession  of  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he 
had  secured  at  the  time  of  releasing  his  claim  to 
his  first  purchase.  Here  he  cut  away  the  trees  to  make 
room  for  a  house,  arul  at  the  same  time  rented  a  tract 
of  improved  land  adjacent,  where  he  raised  crops  two 
years,  and  in  the  meantime  worked  his  own  land  as 
far  as  })Ossible,  so  that  at  the  expiration  of  this  time 


he  settled  upon  it,  and  thereafter  resided  until  1879. 
He  had  also  added  to  his  real  estate,  and  at  one 
time  was  the  owner  of  1()6  acres. 

Mr.  Gilson,  in  the  summer  of  1879,  disposed  of 
his  interests  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  coming  to 
Southern  Michigan  i)urchased  the  land  included  in 
his  present  liomestead.  He  has  207  acres  which  he 
has  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  in 
1882  the  original  dwelling  was  superseded  by  a  fine 
brick  residence.  He  had  already  put  up  a  good 
barn  and  other  outhouses,  and  the  improvements 
generally  rank  with  the  best  in  the  county,  as  may 
be  seen  by  examining  the  view  of  Mr.  Gilson's 
homestead  shown  elsevvhere  in  this  volume.  When 
we  consider  the  fact  that  he  commenced  absolutel.y 
without  capital,  and  is  now  little  past  the  prime  of 
life,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  he  has  made  ex- 
cellent use  of  his  time. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject,  Jeremiah  A.  Gilson,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  whence 
he  removed  in  early  manhood  to  Jefferson  Count}^ 
during  the  early  settlement  of  that  region.  He 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land,  and  built  the  log 
house  in  which  his  son  Cornelius  was  born.  He 
labored  in  the  wilderness  for  a  number  of  years, 
during  which  time  he  cleared  a  good  farm,  and  in 
1851  removed  to  Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  where  his 
death  took  place  in  September,  1871.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Van  Curley,  w^as  also 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  the  Mohawk 
A'alley,  and  was  a  few  years  younger  than  her  hus- 
band. She  passed  away  eleven  years  before  his  de- 
cease, in  February,  18G0.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  become 
men  and  women. 

Cornelius  Gilson  has  a  distinct  recollection  of 
many  of  the  scenes  and  events  of  his  childhood, 
his  attendance  at  the  district  school,  and  the  vari- 
ous operations  of  the  farm  where  his  father  raised 
flax,  which  the  mother  spun  and  wove  into  cloth 
from  wljich  the  garments  of  the  various  members 
of  the  household  were  made.  Although  not  im- 
mediately under  the  parental  roof  he  lived  near  his 
family,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  was  married  in 
Ottawa  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  8, 1853,  to  Miss  Esther 
Maria  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Farmington,  Trum- 
bull County,  Dec.  13,  1831.    Jonathan  Smith,  the 
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father  of  Mrs.  Gilsoii,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
and  the  son  of  Austin  Smith,  who  removed  from 
the  Nutmeg  State  to  Ohio  in  1825,  making  the 
journey  overland  with  ox-teams.  Austin  Smith 
during  his  early  life  had  followed  the  sea,  but  after 
going  to  Ohio  purchased  a  tract  of  land.  Subse- 
quently he  resumed  his  former  calling  on  the  lakes 
until  disabled  by  an  accident,  and  was  then  given 
the  position  of  lighthouse  keeper  at  Ft.  Clinton, 
of  which  he  remained  in  charge  until  becoming 
quite  well  advanced  in  years.  Later  he  retired  to 
Elmore,  in  Ottawa  County,  where  his  death  took 
place  about  1868.  His  son  Jonathan  was  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years  when  the  removal  was  made  to 
Ohio,  and  he  lived  there  in  Trumbull  Count^^  until 
1836.  After  taking  up  his  residence  in  Ottawa 
County  he  rented  land  a  few  years,  then  purchased 
a  tract  in  Harris  Township,  where  he  still  resides. 
His  farm  now^  embraces  110  acres,  nearly  all  under 
cultivation,  and  with  excellent  farm  buildings. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Gilson  was  formerly  Miss 
Mary  M.  Ingraham,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Ingraham, 
of  Connecticut,  in  which  State  she  was  born  in  1808. 
Mr.  Ingraham  left  New  England  w^hen  a  young 
man,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Ottawa 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his 
life.  The  paternal  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Gilson, 
Hannah  M.  White,  w^as  also  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg- 
State,  and  the  daughter  of  William  White,  a  man 
well  known  and  possessed  of  a  good  property. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilson  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  recorded  as  follows:  Alice,  their  eldest 
daughter  living,  is  the  wife  of  Wira  Dolph,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Blissfield  Township;  Ophelia  was 
born  Sept.  10,  1854,  and  died  Sept.  12,  1871 ;  Cor- 
nelia was  born  Dec.  17,  1855,  and  died  Feb.  24, 
1875;  Hattie  M.  resides  at  home;  William  married 
Katie,  daughter  of  Dr.  Howland,  of  Blissfield,  and 
they  have  one  child,  a  son,  Clarence  Arza,  now  in 
his  second  year;  James  Edgar,  the  youngest  son, 
resides  on  the  homestead. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  Mrs.  Gilson  having 
acquired  a  good  education,  began  teaching  a  district 
school  of  thirty-eight  pupils  at  nine  shillings  per 
w^eek  and  board,  it  being  customary  in  those  days 
for  the  teacher  to  board  with  each  family  a  time 
proportionate  to  the  number  of  pupils  under  in- 


struction. She  was  very  successful,  and  re-engaged 
for  the  winter  at  $1.50  per  week  and  board;  she 
taught  the  three  following  summers  at  the  same 
salary. 

Mr.  Gilson  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  vScott  during  the  existence  of  the  old  Whig- 
party,  and  after  its  abandonment  identified  himself 
witli  the  Republicans.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Club  of  Summerfield  and 
Deerfield. 


0^   HARLES  C.  WAKEFIELD  is  a  resident  of 
Morenci,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the    busi- 
.      ness  of  a  banker.     Almost  twenty  j^ears  have 

elapsed  since  the  organization  of  this  enterprise, 
and  it  has  flourished  beyond  what  the  most  sanguine 
of  its  promotors  at  that  time  could  have  anticipated. 
By  advancing  money  to  the  farmers,  it  has  aided 
materially  toward  furthering  their  present  prosper- 
ity, and  may  justly  be  considered  a  potent  factor  in 
the  development  of  Lenawee  County.  The  bank 
does  a  general  banking  business  in  all  its  modern 
functions,  and  the  gentlemen  who  conduct  it  are 
too  well  known  and  highly  regarded  socially  and 
commercially  to  require  adulatory  commendation 
at  our  hands. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Dennis  Wakefield,  was 
born  in  Thompson,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  and  was 
a  son  of  Moses  Wakefield,  w^ho  died  in  1816.  Den- 
nis Wakefield  came  to  Lenawee  County  in  June, 
1834,  locating  on  420  acres  of  Government  land  in 
what  is  now  Seneca  and  Medina  Townships.  He 
settled  near  wdiere  the  town  of  Morenci  now  stands, 
and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  interested 
for  a  time  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  also  in 
the  operation  of  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  in  partnership 
with  G.  W.  Wilson  &  Franklin  Cawley,  under  the 
firm  name  of  G.  W.  Wilson  &  Co.  He  was  also  con- 
nected with  his  son,  Charles  C,  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness at  Morenci,  and  continued  to  live  in  Seneca 
Township  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June  2, 
1886.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship in  July,  1839,  with  Miss   Abigail  F.  Crosby, 
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who  was  born  in  Thompson,  Conn.  Of  tliat  union 
there  were  two  children — Charles  C.  and  Leigh  Rich- 
mond. The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Seneca 
Township  in  March,  1845. 

Mr.  Wakefield  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Charity  Scofield,  in  1847,  and  by  this  nnion  there 
were  also  two  children,  Ann  A.  and  William  N., 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Their  mother 
died  in  April,  1851,  and  Mr.  Wakefield  was  a  third 
time  married,  in  October,  1858,  to  Miss  Amanda 
Crover,  who  snrvives  her  hnsband.  Our  subject  is 
the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family,  and  was 
born  in  Seneca  Township,  Feb.  16,  1841.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  receiving  his  earl}^  education  at 
the  common  schools,  and  afterward  he  attended 
Hillsdale  College  about  one  and  one-half  years. 
Upon  completing  his  studies,  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  the  spring  of  1862,  in  Pioneer, 
Ohio,  which  he  conthuied  six  years.  He  then  sold 
out,  and  returning  to  Morenci,  soon  established  the 
bank  which  he  has  since  conducted.  He  founded 
this  institution,  known  as  the  Banking  House  of 
Charles  C.  Wakefield  <k  Co.,  in  January,  1 869,  having 
had  the  building  erected  in  the  summer  of  1868. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Morenci  for  about  six  years,  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Wakefield  &  Salsbury,  but  he  retired  from 
the  firm  in  1887,  having  disposed  of  the  business. 
He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  of  about  250 
acres  in  Lenawee  County,  and  another  of  250  in 
Fulton  County,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Wakefield  was  united  in  marriage,  Nov.  3, 
1864,  in  Morenci,  with  Miss  Josephine  O.  Rogers, 
who  was  born  in  Pioneer,  Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1846.  She  has  borne  to  her  husband  five  children: 
Cassius  E.,  Abbie  G.  and  Eva  E.,  now^  living;  and 
Lulu  J.  and  Dennis  K.,  deceased.  In  politics  Mr. 
Wakefield  is  a  Republican,  but  he  is  not  in  any 
sense  of  the  word  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  time  and  attention  exclusively  to  his  busi- 
ness. 

^p  LEMENT  H.  BRAMBLE.  This  gentleman 
(((  n  ^^  ^  thorough  and  skillful  farmer,  an  intelli- 
\^7  gent  business  man,  an  extensive  reader  and 
close  student,  and  combines  the  business  and  social 
qualities  which  have  constituted  him  a  valued  mem- 


ber  of  s()ci(!ty  and  an  important  factor  among  the 
various  interests  of  Franklin  Township,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  resident  his  entire  life. 

Mr.  Bramble  was  born  Oct.  21,  1861,  at  the  home- 
st(^ad  he  now  occupies,  of  which  his  father  took 
possession  over  thirty  years  ago.  He  was  the  young- 
est member  and  only  son  of  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren and  is  the  sole  survivor.  His  property  em- 
braces forty  acres  of  land  on  sections  24  and  25,  and 
he  also  controls  100  acres  belonging  to  his  father.  In 
addition  to  general  farming  he  is  giving  much  at- 
tention to  the  breeding  of  high-grade  stock  and 
Poland-China  hogs,  intending  eventually  to  make 
this  his  chief  business.  He  is  still  young  in  years, 
and  illustrates  in  an  admirable  manner  the  advan- 
tages of  education,  which  will  apply  as  much  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  as  to  any  other  calling.  It  is  a 
great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  farmer  needs  little 
or  no  ''book-learning."  Whatever  may  be  a  man's 
calling  in  life,  he  who  is  the  most  intelligent  and 
best  informed  always  has  the  advantage  over  his 
unlettered  brother. 

Mr.  Bramble  commenced  his  studies  in  the  dis- 
trict school  in  his  native  township  and  completed 
them  in  Kalamazoo  College,  in  1884.  Upon  his  re- 
turn home  he  began  operating  the  farm  with  his  fa- 
ther, J.  H.  Bramble,  a  well-known  resident  of  Lena- 
wee County,  who  is  now  living  in  the  village  of 
Tecumseh,  retired  from  active  labor.  Our  subject 
not  long  after  starting  out  for  himself  brought  a 
bride  to  his  home,  having  been  married  Oct.  26, 
1887,  to  Miss  Nellie  E.  Heath,  who  was  then  a  resi- 
dent of  Spring  Lake,  Ottawa  County.  Her  parents, 
L.  D.  and  Susan  (Gross)  Heath,  were  natives  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  Mr. 
Heath  has  been  a  prominent  business  man  of  this 
section  and  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the 
Grand  Haven  Lumber  Company,  of  which  he  was 
Vice  President  and  General  Manager  for  a  number 
of  3^ears.  He  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young  man 
and  proved  to  be  of  the  metal  which  w^as  most 
needed  during  the  early  settlement  of  the  State. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Spring  Lake, 
Ottawa  Co.,  Mich.,  July  14,  1866,  and  like  her  hus- 
band, completed  her  education  at  Kalamazoo.  She 
is  well  fitted,  both  by  nature  and  education,  for  her 
position  as  the  wife  of  one  of  the  most  promising 
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young  men  of  the  county.  Mr.  Bramble,  after 
completing  his  studies,  was  engaged  some  time  as  a 
teacher  in  Kalamazoo  County.  Both  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Tecum - 
seh  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  hosts  of 
friends.  Mr.  B.  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket  and  has  already  been  called  to  fill  several 
offices  in  his  township.  He  will  keep  up  the  repu- 
tation of  the  estate  known  as  the  "Evan  Side" 
after  the  manner  in  which  his  honored  father  estab- 
lished it. 
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R.  E.  T.  WFIITE  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  Raisin  Township,  and  is  lo- 
cated on  section  4,  where  he  is  now  de- 
voting his  time  to  farming  and  poultry - 
raising,  and  in  the  latter  branch  of  business  is  mak- 
ing Leghorns  and  Hamburgs  a  specialty.  He  has 
shown  much  enterprise  in  this  line,  and  has  been 
very  successful,  being  awarded  numerous  first  pre- 
miums at  many  poultry  and  fat  stock  shows,  at 
which  he  has  exhibited  his  fowls.  Dr.  \¥hite  is  a 
native  of  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  where  his  father 
was  a  mason  by  trade,  but  later  in  life  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  came  to  Michigan 
in  1836,  and  purchased  the  land  on  which  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  Upon  this  farm  the  father  re- 
sided until  death,  which  occurred  on  the  Lst  of  Sep- 
tember, 1854,  aged  seventy-three  years,  two  months 
and  twenty-seven  days.  He  married  Anna  Taylor, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  survived  her  husband 
eleven  years,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  Oct. 
19,  1870,  aged  seventy-six  years,  one  month  and 
twenty-one  days.  The  parents  of  our  subject  reared 
four  children,  of  whom  E.  T.  was  the  youngest. 
He  was  born  near  Trenton,  N.  J.,  on  the  4th  of 
October,  1829,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  when  quite  young.  He  was  reared  at  home, 
and  began  his  education  in  Tecumseh.  He  next 
began  reading  medicine  under  Dr.  Patterson,  of 
Tecuniseh,  then  a  prominent  member  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  but  now  deceased,  and  afterward  he 
entered  the  medical  department  at  Ann  Arbor  Col- 
lege, and  was  graduated  from  there  in  1856.  Im- 
mediately upon  leaving  college  he  went  to  Adeline, 
Ogle  Co.,  Ill,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine, 


remaining  there  for  six  years.  Uiwn  leaving  Ade- 
line he  went  to  Dixon,  111.,  where  he  practiced  for 
some  time,  and  then  removed  to  Napoleon,  Jack- 
son Co.,  Mich.  After  remaining  there  three  years 
he  came  to  the  farm  of  his  father,  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, withdrew  from  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
began  devoting  his  time  to  his  present  calling. 

Dr.  White  was  married  at  Mt.  Morris,  Prof. 
Harlon  of  the  college  at  that  place  performing  the 
cpremony,  on  the  loth  of  September,  1857,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Newman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was 
born  near  Chambersburg,  on  the  10th  of  March, 
1829.  For  some  time  previous  to  her  marriage  she 
resided  in  Maryland,  where  she  was  educated.  To 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  White  were  born  four  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living:  Alvah,  residing  in  Kansas,  and 
Charlie,  at  home.  The  names  of  the  deceased  were 
Elwood  P.  and  Katie. 

Dr.  White  has  always  pursued  an  independent 
course  in  politics,  but  has  been  a  vigorous  advo- 
cate of  the  doctrines  of  prohibition,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  political  party  of  that  name.  He  and 
his  wife  are  leading  members  of  society,  and  de- 
vote much  of  their  time  to  matters  connected  with 
the  public  welfare.  They  have  established  them- 
selves in  the  esteem  of  the  people  among  whom  they 
live.  Dr.  White  is  a  gentleman  much  noted  for 
his  social  qualities  and  the  affable  manner  in  which 
he  receives  all  visitors  to  his  homestead.  Fie  is  a 
man  of  large  general  information,  and  one  of  the 
most  companionable  men  in  this  section  of  the 
county.  He  and  his  wife  are  very  hospitable  peo- 
ple, and  have  a  very  happy  manner  of  making  their 
guests  feel  completely  at  home. 


"^OHN  GAMBEE,  a  farmer  on  section  22, 
Dover  Township,  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and 
Sarah  (Gambee)  Gambee,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  latter  were  married  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  settled  in  Varick, 
Seneca  County,  where  Mrs.  Gambee  died.  Mr. 
Gambee  again  entered  into  matrimony,  the  maiden 
name  of  his  second  wife  being  Lydia  Shirk.  After 
this  he  removed  to  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  died. 
By  his  first  marriage  he  had  thirteen  children — John 
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Gideon,  Susan,  Daniel,  Washington,  William,  Eliza, 
Frances,  George,  Lavina,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Cathe- 
rine. 

John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Varick,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  25,  1816.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  being  the  eldest  of  a 
large  family,  his  assistance  was  needed  at  home 
most  of  the  time,  consequently  his  education, 
which  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  was  somewhat  limited.  At  the  age  of 
twenty- one  he  left  the  [)arental  roof  and  worked 
for  neighboring  farmers  by  the  month  for  two 
years,  and  then  commenced  farming  on  his  own 
account.  The  first  farm  he  purchased  was  located 
in  his  native  town,  and  he  there  carried  his  labors 
on  for  twelve  years.  He  sold  that  farm  and  bought 
another  in  the  same  county,  which  he  occupied  for 
three  years,  when  he  again  sold  out. 

Mr.  Gambee  was  married  in  Fayette,  Seneca 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  4,  1849,  to  Sarah  Pontius,  who 
was  born  in  that  place  Dec.  2,  1825.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Smith)  Pon- 
tius. Mr.  Pontius  was  born  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  and  his  wife  was  a  native  of 
the  same  State.  After  their  marriage  they  settled 
in  Fayette,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
lived  until  the  fall  of  1854.  At  that  time  they 
came  to  Lenawee  County  and  settled  in  Dover 
Township,  which  was  their  place  of  residence  until 
their  death.  Mr.  Pontius  died  near  Grand  Haven, 
Mich.,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  daughters,  and  Mrs. 
Pontius  died  in  Dover  Township,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gambee.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children — Anna,  Eliza,  Sarah,  William, 
David,  Caroline,  Margaret,  Mary  C.  and  Emma. 

In  185e3  Mr.  Gambee  came  to  Michigan  on  a 
visit,  and  perceiving  the  many  opportunities  to 
gain  a  good  living  offered  to  wide-awake  men  of 
resolution  and  industry,  he  decided  to  become  a 
resident  of  the  State.  He  returned  to  New  York 
for  his  family,  and  the  next  spring  removed  with 
them  to  Lenawee  County,  locating  in  Dover  Town- 
ship. In  1857  he  purchased  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  H.  Swords,  but  he  subsequently  sold  that 
property  and  purchased  140  acres  on  section  22. 
On  this  place  he  has  erected  a  fine  dwelling-house 
and  all   other  convenient  buildings,  set  out  shade 


trees,  and  made  many  other  valuable  improvements. 
His  farm  now  contains  eighty  acres  of  land  which  is 
inider  a  good  state  of  tillage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gambee  have  one  child,  Edwin  P., 
who  married  Miss  Ella  M.  Hoxter,  and  resides  in 
Dover  Township.  Mr.  Gambee  is  an  honorable 
and  useful  citizen,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  ably  discharged  the  duties  of 
.School  Director  in  the  district  where  he  resides, 
having  the  educational  interests  of  the  community  at 
heart.  His  estimable  wife  is  a  sincere  and  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  gives 
much  of  her  time  to  religious  work. 


\f7       EVI  L.  STOCKWELL.     Among  the  intelli- 
I   ^  gent,  industrious,  and  independent  farmers 

^iL^  of  Medina  Township,  no  one  is  held  in 
higher  estimation  by  his  fellow-tow^nsmen  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
Mr.  Stockwell  was  born  in  Ira,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  18,  1823,  and  passed  the  most  of  his  boy- 
hood on  his  father's  farm  in  his  native  State.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Lenawee  Count}^,  Mich.,  and  remained 
with  them  in  the  home  they  established  here  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  old,  assisting  in  the  farm  work. 
At  that  age  he  left  his  father's  home  and  worked 
by  the  month  or  job  for  twelve  years.  At  first  he 
was  employed  in  farming,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  decided  to  learn  the  tanner's  trade,  and 
from  that  time  for  nine  years  he  was  actively  em- 
ployed as  a  tanner,  having  first  mastered  the  de- 
tails of  the  trade  in  the  village  of  Medina. 

While  Mr.  Stockwell  was  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness his  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Atwood  oc- 
curred, on  the  3d  of  July,  1853.  She  was  the  eld- 
est daughter  of  Rodney  and  Louisa  (Ayers)  At- 
wood, natives  of  Perry,  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  was  also  born  March  17,  1833.  In  the  spring 
of  1853  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  had  removed  with 
their  family  to  Hudson  Township,  Lenawee  County, 
where  Mrs.  Atwood  died  in  March,  1862.  Mr.  At- 
wood afterward  sold  his  property  there  and  re- 
moved to  Pentwater,  Mich.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  the  fall  of  1866.     They  were  the  parents 
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of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Since  her  marriage  with  our  subject,  Mrs.  Stock- 
welFs  wise  forethought  and  judicious  management 
have  greatly  aided  their  joint  labors  in  building  up 
a  home.  At  the  expiration  of  nine  years  in  the 
tannery  business  Mr.  Stockwell  abandoned  the  trade 
and  resumed  the  calling  to  which  he  had  been 
reared.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 14  of  Medina  Township,  and  has  ever  since 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  this  township.  He  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  until  he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
160  acres,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  good  set  of 
convenient  and  well  arranged  bai:ns,  and  made 
other  good  improvements  which  have  increased  the 
value  of  his  farm. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stockwell  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Martin  R.,  who  married  Lina  Hause;  Cora  E.,  Mrs. 
Edson  Burroughs;  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Wilbur  McNair; 
Amanda  L.,Mrs.  Fred  Herron;  Almeron  P.;  Esther 
M.,  Mrs.  Frank  Reeder;  Elmer  E.,  Nellie  H.  and 
Lewis  S. 

Mr.  Stockwell  is  a  veteran  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  greatly  instrumental  in 
introducing  the  policy  and  doctrines  of  that  party 
into  this  township,  while  it  was  he  who  brought  the 
first  Republican  tickets  into  this  township  that  were 
ever  cast  here.  He  has  acceptably  filled  many  of 
the  minor  oflfiices  of  the  township.  Mr.  Stockwell 
has  built  a  vault  on  the  farm  for  the  family,  at  an 
expense  of  $500,  but  as  yet  has  had  no  occasion  to 
use  it,  as  there  has  not  been  a  single  death  in  the 
family  up  to  the  |)reseiit  writing. 


J  I  OHN  H.  TINGLEY.  Among  the  brave  and 
I  adventurous  spirits  who  cast  their  lot  with 
the  pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan  while  it 
'  was  yet  a  Territory,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  courageous, 
and  located  first  in  Adrian  Township,  in  1833,  tak- 
ing up  240  acres  of  Government  land.  This  he 
sold  a  year  later,  and  purchased  the  land  which  is 
now  occupied  by  his  brother  Samuel,  on  section  1 1. 


Upon  this  he  labored  two  or  three  years,  then  turned 
it  over  to  his  father  and  brother,  and  coming  into 
Rollin  Township,  purchased  180  acres,  all  wild  land 
as  had  been  his  purchases  I)efore.  Upon  this  he 
has  remained  continuously  since  that  time,  embrac- 
ing now  a  period  of  over  fifty  years.  He  has  tilled 
the  soil  to  good  advantage,  and  gathered  around 
him  all  the  accessories  of  a  comfortable  and  con- 
venient home,  including  a  commodious  residence,  a 
good  barn,  stables,  sheds  and  all  other  necessary 
out- buildings,  and  stocked  the  farm  with  good  grades 
of  domestic  animals. 

The  labors  of  Mr.  Tingley,  like  those  of  hundreds 
around  him,  were  carried  on  patiently  and  persever- 
ingiy,  and  in  the  results  he  has  little  of  which  to 
complain.  In  addition  to  his  own  immediate  inter- 
ests, to  which  he  has  necessarily  given  the  most  of 
his  time  and  attention,  he  found  opportunity  to  in- 
terest himself  in  the  welfare  of  the  people  around 
him,  and  because  of  his  ability  and  honesty  was  fre- 
quently chosen  by  them  to  represent  their  interests 
in  the  various  township  offices.  The  establishment 
of  schools  and  churches  ever  found  in  him  a  cheer- 
ful and  ready  helper,  and  will  remain  as  monuments 
to  his  public  spirit  and  generosity  long  after  he  shall 
have  been  gathered  to  his  fathers. 

The  early  home  of  John  H.  Tingley  was  not  far 
from  the  Atlantic  coast  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J., 
where  his  birth  took  place  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1810.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Hol- 
comb)  Tingley,  were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
but  spent  their  last  years  in  Adrian  Township,  this 
county.  Various  items  of  interest  connected  with 
the  history  of  the  family  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  Samuel  Tingley,  his  brother,  on  another 
page  in  this  volume.  After  becoming  comfortably 
established  in  Rollin  Township,  he  married  one  of 
its  most  estimable  young  ladies.  Miss  Polly  Lamb, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  the  spring  of  1837.  Mrs.  Tingley  was  born  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  16,  1821.  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Roswell  and  Nancy  (Mills)  Lamb,  na- 
tives of  Williams  and  Berkshire  Counties,  Mass.,  re- 
spectively. The  mother  died  April  22,  1838.  Mr. 
Lamb  has  been  twice  married  since,  but  at  present 
is  a  widower.  He  resides  in  this  township  with  his 
youngest  son,  S3dvestus;  notwithstanding  his  great 
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age,  ninety-three   years,  he  is  still  hale  and   hearty. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tingley  there  were  born  eight 
children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Jane  E. 
Avas  born  in  Rollin  Township,  Ang.  16,  1839,  and 
(lied  March  20,  1859;  John  H.  was  born  June  8, 
1841,  and  died  Oct.  30,  1868;  he  had  married  Miss 
Mary  J.  Rice,  and  was  the  father  of  one  child. 
Homer  was  born  March  1, 1845,  married  Miss  Helen, 
daugliter  of  Harvey  Howd,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children  living,  one  son  and  two 
daughtei"s;  he  is  farming  in  Hillsdale  County. 
Zachary  T.  was  born  INIarch  31,  1847,  and  married 
Miss  L.  Marlatt;  they  have  six  children,  and  are 
residents  of  Rollin  Township.  Nancy  was  born  May 
8,  1849,  and  married  Marion  Hare;  she  is  the 
mother  of  one  son,  and  resides  in  Rollin  Township. 
Samuel  D.  was  born  May  27,  1851,  and  married 
Miss  Elizabeth,  the  adopted  daughter  of  L.  C. 
Lombard  ;  they  have  two  children,  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter. Mary  A.  was  born  Dec.  7,  1853,  and  Joanna, 
Nov.  15,  1856. 

Mr.  Tingley  cast  his  first  l^residential  vote  with 
the  Whig  party,  and  continued  with  that  party  until 
1856,  since  which  time  he  has  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republicans.  Mrs.  Tingley  is  a  lady 
unusuall}^  charitable,  kind  and  hospitable,  and  with 
her  two  daughters,  Mary  A.  and  Joanna,  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 
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\Y;0NATIIAN  hare,  now  a  retired  farmer  of 
Blissfield  Township,  is  a  pioneer  settler,  hav- 
ing come  to  this  section  of  country  in  1844. 
When  he  first  came  to  Lenawee  Count}^,  the 
greater  portion  of  it  was  covered  with  forests  of 
heavy  timber,  through  which  deer  and  wild  beasts 
roamed  unrestrained,  and  there  was  but  one  road 
extending  through  the  county,  the  western  terminus 
of  which  was  at  Hillsdale.  Mr.  Hare  was  born  in 
Schenectady  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1804,  where  his  father,  George  Hare,  was  also  born, 
and  it  is  thought  that  Nicholas  H^u'e,  the  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Gotham,  Columbia  County,  and 
was  an  early  settler  of  Schenectady  County.     He 


bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  the  township  of 
Duanesburg,  and  made  a  farm  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  his  native  county,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He 
married  Miss  Wealthy  Wood,  who,  it  is  thought, 
was  born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y^.,  and  was  of 
German  ancestry.  There  were  four  children  born 
to  them,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
third  child.  He  assisted  his  father  in  farming,  and 
lived  with  his  parents  until  he  had  grown  to  man- 
hood, when  he  commenced  life  for  himself  by 
buying  a  lease  to  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
farmed  until  1844.  He  then  sold  the  lease  and 
came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Lenawee  County, 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Dover 
Township,  twenty  acres  of  which  were  cleared  and 
the  balance  timber  land,  and  paid  $1,050  for  the 
tract.  There  were  two  log  houses  on  the  place,  into 
one  of  which  the  family  moved.  He  lived  there 
until  1862,  when  he  sold  out,  and  removing  to 
Raisin  Township  bought  thirty-three  acres  of  im- 
proved land,  which  he  farmed  until  1859.  In 
that  year  he  sold  this  land  and  removed  to 
Branch  County,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  at  Sherwood,  in  which  he  continued  for 
five  years,  when  he  disposed  of  that  business,  and 
going  to  Blissfield  bought  the  place  which  he  now 
occupies  on  Pearl  street. 

In  1835  Mr.  Hare  was  married  to  Martha  Mor- 
rison, a  native  of  Schenectadjs  N.  Y^.,  and  they 
have  had  six  children :  Cynthia,  the  wife  of  Daniel 
B.  Nicholas,  now  living  in  Morenci ;  Amanda  M. ; 
Catherine  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years;  Adeline,  who  died  at  the  same  age ;  Chloe, 
the  wife  of  John  Fuller,  of  Blissfield ;  and  Daniel 
H.,  who  died  at  th(i  age  of  sixteen.  Mrs.  Hare  was 
born  in  Duanesburg,  Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y".,  on  the 
30th  of  August,  1816.  Her  father,  David  Morri- 
son, was  born  in  the  same  county,  and  her  grand- 
father, John  Morrison,  was  a  pioneer  of  the  town  of 
Princeton,  that  county,  who  reared  a  family  and 
died  there.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Cynthia  Dodge,  was  also  born  in  Schenectady 
County,  where  she  spent  her  entire  life.  The  pa- 
ternal great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Hare  was  a  native 
of  England,  wlio  came  to  America  accompanied  by 
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two  brothers,  and  settled  in  New  York  State,  where 
they  followed  farming  in  Columbia  County,  and 
accumulated  quite  a  large  property. 

Mr.  Hare,  who  is  in  his]^eighty-fourth  year  when 
this  sketch  is  written,  has  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness life.  He  arrived  in  Michigan  at  a" time  when 
it  was  a  wilderness,  and  for  more  than  forty  years 
gave  his  best  efforts  in  developing  that  part  of  the 
State  where  he  lived,  and  he  can  now  look  back 
over  that  time  with  wonder  and  satisfaction  at 
what  has  been  accomplished  by  him  and  his  fellow 
pioneers.  Mr.  Hare  cast  his  first  Presidential'  vote 
for  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  has  been  identified  with 
that  political  organization.  He  has  always  been  an 
enterprising  citizen,  and  highl}^  esteemed  and  re- 
spected for  his  many  good  qualities. 


^        I^ILLIAM  E.  SCHRIBER,  M.  D.,  a  practicing 


ylLLlAM  1 
physician 
State,  ha^ 


n 


of  Blissfield,  is  a  native  of  this 
having  been  born  in  Detroit,  June 
28,  1859.  His  father,  John  W.  Schriber,  was  born 
in  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  that 
State.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  cigar-makei'  in 
New  York  City  when  a  young  man,  and  followed 
it  there  until  about  1857,  then  removed  to  Sturgis, 
Mich.,  and  there  managed  a  liotel  for  a  time.  Sub- 
sequentl}^  he  removed  to  Detroit,  and  accepted  the 
position  of  foreman  in  the  tobacco  manufactory  of 
Scotten  and  Granger.  In  1861  he  returned  to  New 
York  City  and  was  there  in  the  employ  of  the 
Lorillards,  tobacco  manufacturers,  two  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Michigan  and  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Jackson  and  Detroit  until  1870,  when  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  business  in  Petersburg,  Mich.,  con- 
tinuing there  until  1878.  From  then  until  1875  he 
was  engaged  in  business  in  Blissfield,  after  which 
he  managed  a  hotel  for  awhile  in  Metamora,  and 
then  moved  to  Detroit,  where  he  now  resides. 

John  W.  Schriber  married  Ellen  Seamans,  a  na- 
tive of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  daughter  of  Daniel 
Seamans,  who  was  born  in  Wales.  Mr.  Seamans 
emigrated  to  America  and  lived  for  a  time  in 
Providence,  R.  1.,  then  pushed  westward  to  Monroe 


County,  Mich.,  and  located  in  Petersburg,  where 
his  last  years  were  spent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schriber 
had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  child  in  the  parental 
family  and  is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  having 
supported  and  educated  himself  since  a  youth.  In 
early  life  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  Peters- 
burg, Blissfield  and  Toledo,  alternating  his  periods 
of  study  with  various  employments.  In  1874  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  drug-store  in  Ogden  Center,  and 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Parker. 
In  1876  he  studied  with  Dr.  Hal  Wyman,  and  sup- 
plemented the  knowledge  thus  obtained  by  attend- 
ing lectures  at  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine 
in  Detroit  during  the  winter  of  1878-79.  In 
the  spring  of  1879  he  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Riga,  but  after  continuing  there  eight 
mouths,  he  removed  to  Ogden  Center  and  jjracticed 
his  profession  until  1886.  In  the  meantime,  during 
the  winter  of  1882-83  he  took  an  additional  course 
of  study  at  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine,  and 
was  graduated  from  there  in  the  spring  of  1883.  In 
the  fall  of  1886  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr. 
Parker,  of  Blissfield,  where  he  is  steadily  gaining  a 
substantial  reputation  as  a  physician,  and  founding 
a  successful  career  in  his  profession. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Schriber  with  Pearlie  Rob- 
ertson took  place  Jul}^  29,  1883.  She  was  born  in 
Ogden  Township,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  P. 
and  Mary  Robertson  (see  sketch  of  George  P.  Rob- 
ertson). Of  their  marriage  two  children  have  been 
born — Harry  and  Lynn.  Dr.  Schriber  is  a  member 
of  both  the  American  and  Southern  Michigan 
Medical  Associations. 

Vf/OHN  H.  HAWKINS.  One  of  the  most 
beautiful  homes  in  Rollin  Township  is  lo- 
cated on  section  20,  and  comprises  172  acres 
of  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
with  an  elegant  residence  upon  which  have  been  ex- 
pended several  thousand  dollars,  and  which,  with  its 
surroundings,  is  the  object  of  admiration  by  all  who 
pass  through  that  section  of  country.  The  land 
comprising  part  of  this  farm  was  entered  from  the 
Government  about   1834  by  the  father  of  our  sub- 
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ject,  and  has  continued  the  property  of  the  family 
now  for  a  period  of  nearly  fifty -four  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  at  the  home- 
stead near  where  he  now  resides  on  the  6th  of  Feb- 
j-nary,  1843.  His  father,  John  R.  Hawkins,  was 
born  near  the  city  of  Oxford,  England,  in  1809, 
and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  In  1834  he  sought  the  wilds  of 
Southern  Michigan  and  took  up  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  Rollin  Township,  this  county.  After  clear- 
ing and  preparing  the  soil  for  cultivation  he  added 
to  his  real  estate  until  he  became  the  possessor  of 
250  acres.  He  was  a  man  of  fair  education,  and 
had  occupied  the  position  of  clerk  in  a  hardware 
store  in  his  native  town  before  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic. He  died  at  the  old  homestead  about  1882, 
when  seventy -three  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girliiood 
Miss  Hannah  T.  Hay  ward,  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  parents  were  married  at  Farmington,  that 
State.  The  mother  passed-  away  the  year  before 
the  decease  of  her  husband,  and  was  seventy-two 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  The  home  cir- 
cle included  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
early  childhood,  and  one  sister  died  when  about  fifty 
years  of  age.  The  remaining  four  are  residents  of 
this  county.  John  H.,  our  subject,  continued  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-two  years  old,  becoming 
familiar  with  the  various  employments  of  the  farm? 
and  acquired  his  education  principally  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  He  completed  his  studies  with  two 
terms  in  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  and  for  a  time 
afterward  was  engaged  in  teaching. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  married,  Dec.  31,  1805,  to  Miss 
Mehitable,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (McKen- 
zie)  Monier,  the  former  a  native  of  Steuben  Count}^ 
N.  Y.,  while  the  latter  was  born  in  Newark,  N.  J. 
They  came  to  the  West  during  the  early  years  of 
their  married  life,  and  died  in  Rollin  Township  at 
an  advanced  age.  Mrs.  Hawkins  Avas  born  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  July  27,  1843.  She  con- 
tinued with  her  parents  until  her  marriage  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  four  children:  Nellie  M.,  who 
was  born  May  5,  1877;  John  R,,  July  26,  1881; 
one  babe  died  unnamed,  and  Herbert  II.  died  aged 
about  four  weeks.  Mrs.  Hawkins  is  warmly  inter- 
ested in  the  temperance  movement  and  a  leader  in 


the  W.  C.  T.  U.  in  Rollin  Township.  She  is  an  ad- 
herent of  the  Friends'  Church  at  Rollin  Center, 
where  she  regularly  attends  with  her  children. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hawkins  worked  the  home 
farm  on  shares  for  a  time,  then  rented  land  else- 
where in  Rollin  Township  a  year.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  he  returned  to  the  homestead  and 
for  eight  years  thereafter  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cheese.  In  the  meantime  he  had  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  on  section  20,  of  which  he 
took  possession  in  1874. 

Mr.  IIaw4vins  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
George  B.  McClellan,  and  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  until  about  ten  years  ago,  when  he  began  to 
realize  the  necessity  of  a  vigorous  fight  against  the 
evils  of  intemperance,  and  accordingly  turned  his  at- 
tention mainly  to  this  subject,  lending  his  influence 
in  favor  of  prohibition.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  A.  F.  ik  A.  M.  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years, 
and  at  present  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  26,  at  Hudson. 
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j^y^  ARVIN    A.    LADD    is    the    present    Post- 
ll\i    ™''^^^^^*  ^^  Springville,  where  he  also  carries 
II       1^  on  the  blacksmith  trade.     Although  he  is 
li  still   a  young  man  he  has  made  himself  a 

position  both  in  social  and  political  circles  in  Cam- 
bridge Township.  He  came  to  Springville  in  1874, 
and  has  since  conducted  the  business  in  which  he  is 
now  engaged  in  a  manner  that  entitles  him  to  the 
name  of  a  progressive  and  skillful  mechanic. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  New^fane,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  4,  1853, 
and  came  with  his  father,  Ira  Ladd,  to  Michigan  in 
1 854,  where  the  latter  located  a  farm  in  what  is  now 
the  township  of  Adrian,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  He  has  put  his  place  in  a  fine  state  of  culti- 
vation and  to-day  is  classed  among  the  most  pro- 
gressive farmers  in  the  county.  While  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  Ira  Ladd  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ann  Bingham,  a  model  woman,  who  died 
in  this  county  in  1859. 

Marvin  Ladd  spent  the  first  years  of  his  life  at 
home  wath  his  father,  working  on  the  farm  and  at- 
tending school  at  the  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  in 
Raisin  Township,    where   he   completed  his  educa- 
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tion.  When  he  had  attained  the  age  of  seventeen 
3^ears  he  removed  to  Wyandotte  in  this  State,  where 
he  was  emplo3^ed  for  two  years  in  the  agricultural 
implement  works,  and  acquired  the  knowledge  of 
the  use  of  tools  and  mechanical  construction.  He 
then  came  to  Springville  and  later,  in  1874,  estab- 
lished himself  in  business.  On  the  27th  of  No- 
vember, 1877,  Mr.  Ladd  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Cambridge  Township,  with  Miss  Delia  Lamb,  who 
was  born  in  Woodstock  Township,  March  15,  1860. 
She  had  lost  her  parents  when  she  was  but  a  child 
nine  years  of  age.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child,  Ira  G. 

Mr.  Ladd  was  a  nominee  of  the  National  Green- 
backhand  Democratic  parties  for  the  office  of  County 
Clerk  and  polled  a  strong  vote,  owing  chiefly  to  his 
personal  popularity.  He  has  also  held  the  office  of 
Township  Clerk  and  is  in  politics  a  Democrat.  Mr. 
Ladd  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  self-made  man  of 
America,  progressive,  thorough  and  go-ahead. 

ENRY  McCARBERY.  The  homestead  of 
this  gentleman,  which  is  pleasantly  located 
on  sections  35  and  36,  Macon  Township, 
attracts  general  attention  from  its  fine  loca- 
tion, its  handsome  residence  and  out-buildings,  and 
the  many  evidences  of  cultivated  taste  and  ample  • 
means.  It  comprises  300  acres  of  land  under  fine 
cultivation,  well  stocked  with  good  grades  of 
domestic  animals.  Everything  about  the  premises 
is  well  kept  and  in  good  order,  and  the  farm  in  all 
respects  is  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  McCarbery  located  on  this  place  in  the  fall 
of  1861,  when  it  was  in  marked  contrast  with  its 
present  condition,  being  unbroken  and  without  im- 
provements. His  first  purchase  consisted  of  forty 
acres,  to  which  he  added  by  degrees  as  his  means 
allowed,  and  each  year  has  seen  something  added  to 
enhance  its  beauty  and  value.  The  reputation  of 
Lenawee  County  has  been  built  up  and  sustained 
])y  just  such  men  as  the  proprietor  of  the  McCar- 
bery homestead. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject,  until   he  was  four- 
t(ien  years  of  age,   was  spent  in  County  Antrim, 
^^m — — _ 


Ireland,  where  his  birth  took  place  in  1834.  He 
was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five  children,  who  were 
deprived  of  their  father  by  death  in  the  fall  of 
1848.  The  latter,  Charles  McCarbery,  was  also  of 
Irish  birth  and  parentage,  and  was  fifty-five  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  The  mother, 
who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Coupple, 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  kept  her  children 
together,  and  not  many  months  afterward  emigrated 
with  them  to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in 
Oroveland  Township,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.  In 
the  fall  of  1854  the  mother  and  family  came  to 
this  State  and  located  in  Tecum seh,  where  they  re- 
sided six  years.  The  household  not  long  afterward 
was  broken  up,  and  the  mother  went  to  live  with 
her  son  James  in  Macon  Township,  where  her  death 
took  place  in  October,  1872,  when  she  was  eighty 
years  of  age. 

Our  subject,  while  a  resident  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  was  married,  Oct.  31,  1854,  to  Miss 
Nancy  Kyle,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  in  Mt.  Morris.  Mrs.  McC.  was  born 
not  far  from  the  early  home  of  her  husband,  in 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Aug.  3,  1833.  Her  father, 
Robert  Kyle,  a  native  of  the  same  localit3^  was  of 
old  Presbyterian  stock,  and  w^as  reared  to  manhood 
not  far  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  in  County  An- 
trim. There  also  he  married  Miss  Nancy  Gregg, 
of  similar  ancestry,  and  in  1849  they  came  to  the 
United  States  with  their  children,  locating  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Kyle  engaged  in  farm- 
ing there  some  years  and  in  the  meantime  his 
daughter  Nanc3^,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  had  be- 
come a  resident  of  this  county.  Her  parents  joined 
her  in  1860,  and  the  father  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  this  State,  dying  when  eighty  years  of 
age.  The  mother  afterward  made  her  home  with 
her  son-in-law,  our  subject,  until  her  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  fall  of  1883,  when  she  was  eighty- 
two  years  old. 

Mrs.  McCarbery  was  sixteen  years  of  age  wlien 
her  parents  came  to  this  country,  and  attained  to 
womanhood  while  a  resident  of  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.  Of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  five  children :  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of 
Masa  Vandeventer,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Milan 
Township,  Monroe  County;  Charles  II.    is  a  me- 
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clianic  and  resident  of  Detroit;  Nancy  was  the  first 
wife  of  Lavern  Osterliout,  of  Ridgeway  Township; 
Bert  and  William  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
During  the  year  1880  Mr.  McCarbery  met  with 
a,  great  aftiiction  in  the  loss  of  his  eyesight.  He  is 
remarkably  fortunate,  however,  in  being  blessed  with 
a  most  excellent  wife,  who  continues  his  most  faith- 
ful friend  and  counselor,  and  by  her  natural  intelli- 
gence and  enterprise  has  been  largely  instrumental 
in  the  building  up  of  the  homestead  and  in  con- 
ducting it  upon  a  solid  financial  basis.  She  has 
necjessarily  been  invested  with  much  responsibility 
and  has  proved  herself  equal  to  the  emergency. 
JMrs.  McC.  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and   our  subject,   politically,   is    a  stanch 

Democrat. 
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/ip^  ILAS  A.  SCOFIELD,  senior  member  of  the 
^^^    firm   of  Silas  A.   Scofield  &  Son,  furniture 
[ll/^   dealers  and  undertakers  at  Morenci,  estab- 
lished himself  in  this  business  in  1851,  and 
conducted  it  alone  until  January,  1884,    when  he 
admitted  his  son,  Ernest  W.,  into  partnership.     He 
was  born   in  Lysander,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct. 
5,  1826,  and  was  reared   on   a   farm   until   he    was 
about  fifteen  years  of  age.     From  the  age  of  twelve 
years  he  worked   the  homestead  on  shares,  and  ac- 
cumulated some  $350,  which  he  gave  his  father  for 
tlie  balance  of  his  time  nntil  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  left  home  to  begin  life 
for  himself  with  five  cents  in  his  pocket,  and  en- 
gaged in  clerking  in  the  store  of  Buck  &  Norton, 
in  Plainsville,  Lysander  Township.  If  he  should 
prove  as  good  as  the  ordinary  clerk  he  was  to  re- 
ceive for  the  first  year  $40,  and  $70  the  second 
year,  including  board  and  washing.  The  first  year, 
however,  he  received  for  his  services  $150,  and 
this  sum  was  doubled  by  his  employers  for  his  sec- 
ond year's  work,  which  proves  that  young  Scofield 
was  a  valuable  clerk  to  them.  Before  the  expira- 
tion of  his  third  year  he  went  to  Baldwinsville  to 
attend  the  academy  located  there,  intending  to  re- 
main one  year  and  return  in  the  spring  to  his  old 
employers.  He,  liowever,  received  an  unexpected 
offer  from  his  brother-in-law,  and  engaged  in  ped- 


dling  looking-glasses,  pictures  and  picture  frames. 
After  remaining  in  his  employ  for  a  short  time,  he 
engaged  in  the  same  business  for  himself,  his  first 
contract  being  for  $6,000  worth  of  looking-glasses, 
pictures  and  frames.  He  still  engaged  in  peddling 
and  met  with  remarkable  success,  but  he  had  only 
been  engaged  on  his  own  account  for  a  sluJrt  time 
when  he  met  with  a  distressing  accident,  which  his 
physicians  informed  him  would  cause  his  death. 
Contrary  to  their  expectations,  however,  he  recov- 
ered, and  in  six  weeks  was  out  on  the  road  selling 
his  goods  again.  Soon  afterward  he  bought  a  one- 
third  interest  in  the  business  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  they  carried  on  quite  an  extensive  trade. 
But  suddenly  Mr.  Scofield  determined  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  West,  and  disposing  of  his  interest 
in  the  business,  when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  he 
started  from  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  with  his  horses  and 
wagon,  peddling  his  wares  as  he  went.  He  set  out 
for  Gorham  Township,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  relatives  residing.  The  following  spring  he  lo- 
cated in  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
furniture  bnsiness  on  his  own  account,  and  resided 
there  until  the  fall  of  1851,  when,  as  before  stated, 
he  came  to  Morenci  and  established  himself  in  his 
present  business,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  vil- 
lage. Since  coming  to  Morenci  our  subject  has 
cleared  160  acres  of  land,  and  has  erected  thirty- 
five  buildings  in  Morenci  and  Scofield.  This  latter 
place  is  located  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  and  was 
laid  out  by  Mr.  Scofield.  Fie  built  a  depot,  fur- 
nishing the  funds  himself,  and  laid  a  side  track  to 
that  place.  He  furnished  the  Canada  Southern 
Railroad  with  all  its  ties,  timber  and  piling,  from 
the  State  line  of  Ohio  to  the  Detroit  River,  and  also 
furnished  forty  miles  of  telegraph  poles. 

In  his  capacity  of  undertaker,  Mr.  Scofield  has 
laid  to  their  final  rest  3,293  people  up  to  Jan.  22, 
1888.  While  at  Scofield  he  furnished  employment 
for  350  men  for  one  winter.  He  has  taken  out 
three  different  patents  on  the  following-named  ma- 
chines: A  machine  for  bending  timber,  an  auto- 
matic rug  machine  and  a  pillow-sham  holder.  He 
also  erected  in  the  summer  of  1877,  in  Morenci,  a 
brick  block  25x110  feet,  two  stories  in  height,  and 
completed  the  entire  building  in  ninety  days.  He 
has  almost  the  exclusive  control  in  his  line  of  busi- 
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iiess  for  a  long  distance  in  either  direction  from 
Morenci.  In  his  undertaking  business  Mr.  Scofield 
does  not  believe  in  accepting  more  than  a  fair  re- 
muneration for  his  services,  as  is  unfortunately  too 
often  the  case,  and  this  fact,  besides  the  manner  in 
which  he  conducts  this  business,  accounts  for  the 
large  patronage  which  he  receives  in  that  line.  His 
furniture  rooms  are  finished  in  the  most  approved 
style,  and  contain  a  full  line  of  furniture,  carpets, 
etc.  They  have  also  a  manufactory  connected  with 
the  establishment,  which  was  erected  in  the  place  of 
one  destro3^ed  by  fire  last  winter,  entailing  a  loss  of 
$10,000.  In  twenty-nine  days  from  the  time  of 
the  fire  Mr.  Scofield  had  this  new  shop  built  and  the 
machinery  running. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Morenci,  Jan.  1, 
1850,  to  Miss  Emily  A.  Wakefield,  who  was  born 
in  Thompson,  Conn.,  June  29,  1831.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Rachel  Wakefield,  of  whom 
a  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Aebum.  To  Mr- 
and  Mrs.  Scofield  have  been  born  a  family  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living — Sarah  C, 
Ernest  W.  and  Blanche.  Sarah  C.  is  the  wife  of  F. 
E.  Cawley,  of  Morenci;  Ernest  W.  married  Miss 
Mirtie  Packer,  of  Morenci,  and  Blanche  is  at  home 
with  her  parents.  The  names  of  the  deceased  were 
Andrew  W.,  Josephine  and  Vernon.  Andrew  died 
when  eight  years  of  age,  Josephine  at  nineteen,  and 
V^ernon  when  about  sixteen. 

Mr.  Scofield  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  religiously  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  while  Mrs.  S.  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Ernest  W.  was  educated  in 
the  Morenci  schools,  and  was  graduated  at  the  Busi- 
ness College  at  Detroit.  He  was  also  graduated  in 
the  art  of  embalming,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
had  attended  about  fifteen  funerals.  He  is  consid- 
ered an  expert  in  embalming,  and  is  fully  up  to  the 
times  in  all  the  latest  methods  in  that  particular  line. 


=^ICHOLAS  WOTRING.  This  gentleman  is 
jj  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  Ogden  Town- 
U^M-i  sh^P'  '^"^  th^  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  22.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Wotring,  a 
native  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  grandson  of  Abram 
Wotring,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Pres- 


ton County,  Va.,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  wilderness.  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Winches- 
ter, Va.,  150  miles  distant,  were  the  nearest  mar- 
kets for  supplies.  Here  the  family  were  almost 
entirely  dependent  on  their  own  resources  for  the 
procurement  of  food,  clothing,  and  other  necessaries 
of  life.  They  raised  flax  and  kept  sheep,  thus 
securing  the  materials  for  their  clothing,  which 
they  spun,  wove,  and  made  up  themselves.  Wild 
game,  such  as  deer,  bears  and  turkeys,  was  plenty, 
and  furnished  them  with  a  good  supply  of  meat, 
which,  augmented  by  the  produce  of  the  farm, 
insured  them  a  substantial  living.  He  improved 
the  farm  and  spent  the  last  years  of   his  life   there. 

Jacob  Wotring,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  six 
years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Preston 
County,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  marry- 
ing, settled  on  a  farm  which  was  still  in  its  primitive 
wildness.  This  farm,  which  he  improved,  and 
where  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life,  was  tvvo 
miles  from  the  village  of  Aurora.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Harsh,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  and  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Harsh,  who 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  an  early  pioneer 
of  Preston  County,  Va. ;  she  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  Aurora.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Peter,  who  died  in  Preston 
County;  Frederick,  who  died  in  Ogden  Township; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  in  Preston  County;  and 
Nicholas. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Preston 
County,  Jan.  3,  1820.  As  in  his  father's  jM^unger 
days  wild  game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful,  so  it  was 
in  his  j^outh,  and  he  well  performed  his  share  of 
procuring  supplies  for  the  family  larder,  as  well  as 
in  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  the  land  and  till- 
ing the  soil.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  the 
death  of  his  mother.  After  his  marriage  he  bought 
his  father's  old  homestead  and  resided  there  twelve 
years,  then  sold  out  and  bought  another  farm  which 
was  partially  improved.  He  made  new  improve- 
ments and  lived  on  it  till  1865,  when  he  again  sold 
out,  and  subsequently  removed  to  this  county. 
Here  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  for  which  he 
paid  $17.50  per  acre.  It  was  all  timber  land,  and 
without  drainage;  he  even  had  to  cut  down  the 
trees  to  make  room    to   put   up  a   hewn  log   house. 
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He  now  has  about  twenty -five  acres  of  his  land 
under  cultivation,  and  has  erected  good,  substan- 
tial buildings. 

Mr.  Wotring  was  married,  April  21,  1842,  to  Miss 
Susanna  Rhinehart,  who  was  born  in  Preston 
County,  Ya.,  April  11,  1824,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Rhinehart.  (For  parental  history  see 
sketch  of  J.  8.  Rhinehart.)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wotring 
are  valued  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
which  Mrs.  Wotring  joined  before  marriage,  and 
her  husband  soon  after.  They  are  pleasant,  social 
people,  having  the  respect  and  esteem  of  their 
neighborhood.  In  politics  Mr.  Wotring  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 


^/NTHONY  POLJCHER.  The  early  life  of 
i@C|  this  highly  respected  resident  of  Madison 
li^-  Township  was  spent  in  Columbia  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took  place  on  the 
26th  of  June,  1824.  There  he  remained  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  in  1844  came  to  Lenawee  County, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  located 
in  Madison  Township  ten  years  later,  and  for  a 
period  of  over  thirty  years  has  been  closely  identi- 
fied with  its  growth  and  prosperity. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Poucher  includes  eighty 
acres  of  good  farming  land  on  section  27,  where  he 
has  erected  suitable  buildings  and  is  provided  with 
all  the  machinery  required  by  the  skillful  and  enter- 
prising agriculturist.  He  is  now  passing  down  the 
hill  of  life,  but  is  still  energetic  and  industrious,  and 
furnishes  an  example  to  many  a  man  of  fewer  years. 
He  commenced  life  for  himself  comparatively  with- 
out means,  and  is  entirely  familiar  with  its  ditticul- 
ties  in  a  new  settlement  and  under  adverse  circum- 
stances. He  has  never  been  afraid  of  hard  work, 
and  by  his  kindly  disposition  and  worthy  life  has 
fairly  earned  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Poucher,  were  natives  of  the  same  county 
as  their  son,  where  the  former  was  born  in  1788. 
Ke  came  to  this  county  about  1846,  and  purchased 
six  acres  of  land  near  what  is  now  the  intersection 
of  S(!ott  and  Maumee  streets,  Adrian,  and  a  small 
tract  west  of  the  present  college  building.      This 
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land  he  cultivated  until  the  spring  of  1854,  after 
which  it  was  laid  off  into  town  plats  and  city  streets. 
The  father  was  remarkably  energetic  and  industri- 
ous, and  a  man  who  delighted  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  around  him  and  contributed  as  he  w^as 
able  to  bring  this  about.  He  afterward  owned  large 
tracts  of  land  in  various  townships  in  the  county, 
and  passed  his  last  years  near  Morenci,  where  his 
death  took  place  in  1883. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  parents, 
whose  family  included  six  children.  He  remained 
under  the  home  roof  until  starting  for  the  West,  and 
his  subsequent  course  for  a  few  years  we  have 
already  indicated.  After  laying  the  foundation 
for  a  future  home  and  desirous  of  a  helpmeet  to 
preside  at  his  fireside,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Clapper,  on  the  lotli  of  No- 
vember, 1849.  Mrs.  Poucher  is  the  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Catherine  (Best)  Clapper,  natives  of 
Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  this  section 
in  the  spring  of  1844.  Mrs.  C.  died  at  her  home 
in  Palmyra  Township,  Feb.  7,  1849,  and  Mr. 
Clapper  was  subsequently  married  and  removed  to 
Clinton  County,  low-a,  where  his  death  took  place 
Oct.  14,  1856.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  also 
born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1826, 
and  remained  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  three  children, 
whose  record  is  as  follows:  George  S.  is  farming  in 
Fairfield  Township;  Irvin  M.  married  Miss  Addie 
Moore,  and  is  a  resident  of  Ionia,  this  State,  where 
he  has  established  a  commercial  college,  or  busi- 
ness school,  and  is  meeting  with  good  success; 
Elmer  R.  took  to  wife  Miss  Ettie  May  Howell,  and 
they  reside  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Poucher  has  always  taken  a  genuine  interest 
in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  his  communit}^  and 
has  occupied  the  various  local  offices,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  in  a  conscientious  and  credit- 
able manner.  He  is  decidedly  Democratic  in  poli- 
tics, and  with  his  estimable  lady  enjoys  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  people  among  whom  he  has 
passed  in  and  out  for  so  raanj^  years.  He  has 
taken  great  pride  in  the  embellishment  of  his  home- 
stead, and  besides  the  comfortable  farm  buildings 
has  a  large  orchard  of  choice  fruit,  the  trees  of 
which  he  reared   from  saplings,  and  all  the  other 
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appurtenances  which  contribute  so  much  toward 
the  comfort  of  a  home.  He  has  been  particularly 
fortunate  in  his  choice  of  a  life  companion,  his 
estimable  wife  having  stood  by  him  in  all  his 
efforts  to  obtain  a  worthy  position  among  his  fellow- 
men,  both  socially  and  financially.  Her  family, 
like  his  own,  were  of  German  ancestry,  and  both 
possess  the  substantial  and  reliable  traits  of  their 
progenitors.  Their  children  have  received  careful 
home  training  and  the  education  which  has  enabled 
them  to  take  their  rightful  position  in  an  intelligent 
community. 
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I  lAL  NILES.  Mr.  Niles  has  had  consider- 
able experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  world, 
\\  but  under  all  circumstances,  whether  enjoy- 
\|{g)ing  the  smiles  of  prosperity  or  struggling 
against  adversity,  he  has  been  cheerful  and  hopeful 
and  always  even  tempered.  He  is  now  comfort- 
ably situated,  and  expects  to  enjoy  much  sunshine 
in  all  the  future  that  there  may  be  for  him.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1838,  from  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  located  on  section 
S6^  Madison  Township. 

Mr.  Niles  was  born  in  Ontario,  Ontario  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  in  what  was  then  Onondaga  County,  on  the  10th 
of  April,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Alathear  (Woodworth)  Niles.  The  father  died  in 
1824,  and  the  mother  came  to  Lenawee  County  in 
1838,  and  died  in  Madison  Township  in  June,  1880, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  j^ears.  Rial 
Niles  was  the  eighth  in  a  family  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  spent  his 
early  life  in  the  State  of  New  York.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Lenawee  County  and 
worked  for  various  persons  by  the  month  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  mason,  which  occupation  he  followed 
until  about  1850.  He  then  bought  a  farm  in  Mad- 
ison Township,  and  gave  his  attention  to  farming 
until  1856,  when  he  disposed  of  his  f)roperty  and 
i-emoved  to  Adrian,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
bnsiness  for  the  next  fifteen  years.  Disposing  of 
ill's  drug-store  he  went  to  Kansas  and  engaged  in 
the  banking  business  at  Baxter  Springs,  but  during 
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the  three  years  that  he  remained  in  that  place  he 
was  unfortunate  in  his  financial  transactions.  He 
then  returned  to  Adrian,  and  clerked  in  a  drug- 
store three  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Madi- 
son Township.  He  was  appointed  a  postal  clerk 
on  the  Lake  Shore.  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road, and  held  that  position  until  July,  1887,  when 
he  was  relieved  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Goveriunent;  since  that  time  he 
has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1856,  Mr.  Niles  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  H.,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Hannah 
(Waters)  Phetteplace,  who  came  to  Lenawee  County 
in  1833,  from  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  settled 
in  Madison  Township,  where  they  both  died;  they 
were  the  parents  of  six  children.  Mrs.  Niles  was 
born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1824,  and  of  her  union  with  Mr.  Niles 
there  have  been  two  children — Elsie  and  Clara. 
Elsie  died  in  Kansas  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  Clara  resides  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Niles  has  held  the  position  of  Alderman  for 
three  terms  in  Adrian,  was  Mayor  of  Baxter  Springs, 
Kan.,  two  years,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  has  been  Constable  in  Madison 
Township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, in  the  affairs  of  which  he  takes  an  act- 
ive interest.  In  politics  he  votes  and  acts  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  his  fidelity  to  that  part}^ 
can  be  understood  when  it  is  known  that  he  pre- 
ferred to  surrender  his  position  in  the  postal  serv- 
ice rather  than  yield  one  jot  or  tittle  of  his  politi- 
cal manhood.  He  is  an  excellent  citizen  in  all  re- 
spects, and  engages  in  every  progressive  movement 
inaugurated  in  his  community. 


7  OHN  HENRY,  formerly  one  of  the  success- 
ful general  farmers  of  this  county,  was  born 
.  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y,,  Feb.  4,  1833,  and 
/  died  in  Hudson,  this  county,  in  August, 
His  father,  Roswell  Henry,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  was  a  great-nephew  of  Patrick  Henry. 
Roswell  Henry  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and 
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married  in  his  native  State  Miss  Ann  Bloomer. 
They  settled  on  a  farm,  where  the}^  lived  and  died, 
both  well  advanced  in  years. 

The  subject  of  our  notice  was  reared  on  a  farm 
with  his  parents,  and  on  attaining  his  majority  he 
quit  the  roof-tree  and  came  to  Michigan,  making 
his  home  in  Macon  Township.  He  became  owner 
of  two  farms  in  Lenawee  County,  locating  on  the 
first  in  1854.  He  afterward  occui)ied  two  different 
farms,  both  of  which  he  purchased  new,  and  on 
which  he  made  considerable  improvements,  placing 
good  buildings  thereon,  and  advancing  them  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Henry  was  a  life- 
long Republican,  a  worthy  citizen,  an  indulgent  and 
affectionate  parent,  and  was  reared  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Henry  was  married  in  Ransom  Township, 
Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  Jan.  21,  1853,  to  Miss  Savilla 
E.,  daughter  of  Fenner  and  Julia  (Goddard)  Palmer, 
natives  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut  respectively, 
wdio  went  to  New  York  State,  where  the}^  were 
united  in  marriage.  After  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren, Franklin  and  Mrs.  Henr}^  the  latter  born 
March  22,  1833,  they  came  in  May  of  the  same  year 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ridgew^ay  'I'ownship  on 
a  tract  of  wild  Government  land,  over  which  roamed 
the  red  man  and  wild  game  and  beasts  of  prey  in 
abundance.  Their  family  numbered  eight  children, 
six  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  of  the  latter  of 
whom  is  now  deceased.  After  the  children  had 
grown  up  their  parents  came  to  Hillsdale  County 
and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Ransom 
Township,  where  they  lived  for  some  years  and 
later  removed  to  Hudson,  this  county,  where  the  fa- 
ther died  as  alreadj^  stated.  The  mother  is  yet  liv- 
ing in  Hudson  at  an  advanced  age,  and  is  the  ex- 
ecutrix of  the  will  of  her  late  husband. 

Mrs.  Henry  was  reared  at  home  and  received  a 
good  education  in  the  district  schools,  in  which  she 
was  afterward  a  teacher.  She  became  the  mother 
of  five  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased  ;  Mary  E., 
Mrs.  Charles  East,  lives  on  a  farm  of  100  acres  in  Ma- 
con Township;  Charles  R.  took  to  wife  Miss  Flora 
Parsheel,  a  graduate  of  Ami  Arbor,  as  is  her  hus- 
band; they  now  live  at  Au  vSable,  where  Mr.  Henry 
is  an  attorney.  Julia,  Mrs.  George  L.  Cornville, 
now  lives  in  Tawas   City,  Mich.;  Mr.   Cornville  is 


an  attorney  and  now  County  Clerk  of  Iosco  County. 
Ada,  Mrs.  Willard  Phillips,  resides  in  Manchester, 
Mich.,  where  her  husband,  Prof.  Phillips,  is  Princi- 
pal of  the  High  School.  Mrs.  Henry  and  family 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Church. 
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IRAM  WAKEFIELD,  after  a  well-spent  life 
of  fourscore  years,  has  retired  to  Morenci 
Village  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  the  enjoyment  of  those  comforts  which  a 
lifetime  of  industry  and  integrity  has  secured. 
Mr.  Wakefield's  birthplace  was  at  Thompson,  Wind- 
ham Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  Dec.  6, 
1807.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  enjoying  the  usual 
educational  advantages,  and  remained  until  1835, 
when  he  came  to  Medina  Township  with  his  wife 
and  one  child,  and  settled  on  Bean  Creek,  where 
they  remained  until  1864,  engaged  in  farming.  At 
that  date  they  sold  this  farm  and  and  removed  to 
Morenci,  where  thej^  have  since  lived. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wakefield  took 
place  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  in  1830.  Mrs.  W.,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Rachel  Crosby,  was  born  in 
Thompson,  Conn.,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1810. 
They  have  but  one  child,  Emily  A.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Silas  A.  Scofield,  of  Morenci,  of  whom  a  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  Album.  The  parents  of 
our  subject ,  were  Moses  and  Nancy  (Kimball) 
Wakefield,  the  former  of  whom  died  at  Thompson, 
Conn.,  when  our  subject  was  but  seven  years  old. 
The  mother  came  to  Medina  Township  in  the 
autumn  of  1835,  and  subsequently  removing  to  Mo- 
renci, died  there  when  about  eighty-five  years  of 
age.  The  parents  of  ^Irs.  Wakefield  were  Charles 
and  Abigail  (Fairbanks)  Crosby,  who  were  natives 
respectively  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 
They  subsequently  removed  to  Ypsilanti,  Mich., 
where  the  father  resided  until  his  death.  The 
mother  removed  to  Medina  Township  and  died  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Wakefield  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  twelve  years,  w^hile  he  and  Mrs.  W.  are 
worthy  and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  with  which  they  have  been  identified  since 
1837,  while  Mr.  Wakefield  has  been  a  Class-Leader 
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fur  twenty-four  years,  Thronghoiit  his  life  Mr. 
Wakefield  has  lived  peaceably  with  his  fellowmen, 
and  is  a  man  without  enemies.  He  is  a  kind  and 
indulgent  parent,  a  liberal-minded  man  and  an  oblig- 
ing neighbor,  and  has  gained  a  place  in  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  the  community  as  the  result  of  an 
exemplary  life. 

^)  0RNEL1U8  BANCROFT.  Among  the  ad- 
ili     r  "^'^^^^^^^^^^^  company  that   led    the    way  into 

^^^  the  almost  interminable  wilderness  that 
then  covered  Rome  Township,  was  the  family  of 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  member. 
Coming  here  as  early  as  1835,  Mr.  Bancroft  has  wit- 
nessed the  immense  development  that  has  attended 
their  efforts.  The  forest  has  given  way  to  finely 
cultivated  farms;  towns,  cities  and  villages  have 
sprung  up  upon  the  former  sites  of  Indian  encamp- 
ments, and  civilization  has  taken  the  place  of  prime- 
val solitude. 

Cornelius  Bancroft  is  a  native  of  Lockport,  Niag- 
ara Co.,  N.  Y.,  w^here  he  was  born  Aug.  27,  1830. 
He  is  the  son  of  Neley  and  Sarah  (Stone)  Ban- 
(jroft,  the  former  a  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  Bancroft, 
and  a  grandson  of  Moses  Bancroft.  Neley  Ban- 
croft was  a  native  of  Auburn,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass., 
where  he  was  born  May  22,  1799,  and  resided  in 
the  county  of  his  nativity  until  1827.  November  1 
of  that  year  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sallie 
Stone,  of  Bennington  County,  Vt.,  who  was  born 
April  6,  1800,  and  removed  to  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  1835  he  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  on  land  on  section  18,  in  Rome 
Township,  and  in  October  he  put  up  a  house  18x26 
feet,  making  it  comfortable  for  his  family.  His 
nearest  neighbors  were  some  four  miles  distant, 
while  within  one-half  a  mile  east  of  them,  bears 
and  wolves  maintained  their  dominion,  and  boldly 
made  attempts  to  scare  and  drive  away  the  settlers 
by  their  hideous  howling  and  frequent  visits.  He 
did  not  build  a  fireplace  in  his  house,  for  he  was 
told  that  a  large  stove  could  be  had  in  Adrian,  and 
going  to  that  place  as  soon  as  possible,  purchased, 
for  the  sura  of  139.87,  the  first  cook  stove  that  was 
ever  set  up  in  the  western  part  of  the  count3\ 


Settling  down  to  agricultural  labor,  the  father  of 
our  subject  cleared  up  some  sixty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he    erected   good    buildings  and  set  out  an 
orchard,  the    trees   of  which   he   raised    from  seed 
brought  from   New  York.     On  the    9th  of  March, 
1852,  he  sustained  the  loss  of  his  wife,  leaving  him 
with  one  child,  Cornelius.     On  the   4th  of  Decem- 
ber,  1852,  he   again   entered  into  marriage    bonds, 
this  time  with  Ann   Moore,  a  native  of  Bradford, 
Orange  Co.,  Yt.     He   made   his   farm  his  residence 
until    July  7,    1870,  when    he    passed    away  to   his 
heavenly  home.     He  was  a  man  of  much   indom- 
itable courage  and  energy,  as  became   the  son  of  a 
Revolutionary  sire,  and   endured  the  hardships  and 
trials  of  pioneer  life  without   complaining.     While 
coming  from  Toledo  to  Adrian  with  his  goods  and 
family,    the    day    being  warm,    he    took    his    coat 
off  and  laid  it   upon  his  wagon,  but  it  slipped  oft' 
and  was  lost.     A  thorough  search  was  instituted, 
but  neither  the  coat    nor  the  |100  that  was   in  the 
pocket  w^as  ever  heard  of.     Following    this  was  the 
loss  of  cattle  by  disease,  at  various  times  bi caking 
up  his  team,  and  placing  him   at  a   disadvantage. 
The  burning  of  his  house  and   all  its   contents  on 
the    18th    of    March.    1841,    capped     the    climax. 
Friends  and  neighbors  to  the  number  of  almost  100 
turned  out  a  few  days  after  the  fire,  and  nearly  com- 
pleted a  new  house  for  him  in  one  day.     The  tim- 
ber was  taken  from  the  stump,  one  side  hewed,  and 
placed   in    position.     It   is   proper  to  mention  this 
incident,  as  it  shows  the  true-hearted    pioneer   of 
those  da^^s  in  a  happy  light. 

Cornelius  Bancroft  grew  up  in  his  fatl^er's  family, 
assisting  in  clearing  the  land  and  developing  the 
resources  cf  the  place.  On  the  27th  of  May,  1855, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Harriet  M.  Moore, 
a  native  of  Bradford,  Orange  Co.,  Vt.,  where  she 
was  born  Sept.  11,  1835..  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Lucinda  W.  (Wells)  Moore,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  March 
4,  1810,  and  died  at  Union,  Branch  Co.,  Mich., 
April  12, 1873.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Marshfield, 
Washington  County,  April  30,  1814.  Mrs.  Ban- 
croft's family  being  imbued  with  a  natural  love  of 
country,  several  of  her  brothers  served  in  the  Fed- 
eral army  during  the  Rebellion.  William  H.  enlisted 
in  1861   in  the  three-mouths  service,  and  re-enlist- 
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ing  ill  the  9th  Michigan  Cavalry,  served  out  his  time. 
David  W.  enlisted  in  the  4th  Battery,  and  served 
some  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1844,  William  C. 
Moore  brought  his  family  to  Michigan,  and  settled 
in  Washtenaw  County,  but  in  1852  he  disposed  of 
his  place  and  j'emoved  to  Union,  Branch  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornelius  Bancroft  are  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  recorded  as  follows:  William  W. 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1856,  and  married  Emma  L.,  the 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Thompson,  of  Clayton ;  Mary 
E.  was  born  Oct.  3,  1860,  married  John  H.  AVells, 
the  son  of  Gideon  L.  Wells,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Medina  Township;  Rosa  E.  w-as  born  March  25, 
1863,  married  George  E.  Barnett,  of  Newbur^^  Vt., 
Dec.  7,  1887,  and  now  lives  in  Boston;  Wallace  G. 
was  born  May  15,  1865;  Herbert  O.,  May  15,  1867; 
Sarah  A.  Aug.  14,  1869,  and  George  H.,  Ma}'  6, 
1873;  the  last  four  live  at  home.  Two  children, 
Henrietta  L.  and  Ella  J.,  died  in  infancy,  the  former 
July  22,  1858,  and  the  latter  Feb.  21,  1860. 

Mr.  Bancroft  is  an  influential  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  a  truly  Christian  man.  Ruling 
his  life  by  the  precepts  of  his  religion,  he  not  only 
enjoys  the  confidence,  but  the  love  and  respect  of 
those  with  w^hom  he  comes  in  contact. 


i 


^^ARRETT  F.  HARRIS,  an  aged  and  highly 
ill  ^-^  respected  resident  of  the  village  of  Wood- 
^^J!  stock,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Michigan 
Territory,  coming  to  this  county  in  1836.  He  was 
thenayonng  man  twenty-two  years  of  age,  strong 
in  health,  yonth  and  hope,  and  selecting  a  tract  of 
timber  land  in  the  newly  organized  township  of 
Woodstock,  went  to  work  with  a  will  to  cultivate 
the  soil  and  build  up  a  homestead. 

Mr.  Harris  commenced  in  a  modest  way,  on  eighty 
acres  of  land,  living  in  a  log  cabin  until  1840,  but 
he  prospered  in  his  labors,  and  began  gradually  to 
add  to  his  real  estate  until  he  had  200  acres,  wdiich 
he  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  The 
cal)in  in  time  gave  place  to  a  modest  frame  dwell- 
ing, and  this  w^as  follow^ed  by  other  buildings  and 
improvements,  until  the  country  around  began  to 
look  upon  the  once  impecunious  young  man  with 
undisguised  respect.     He   had  fought  his   way    un- 


aided  save  by  the  involuntary  encouragement  that 
is  ever  given  to  true  worth,  integrity  and  industry, 
and  !)efore  reaching  the  meridian  of  life  w^as  ac- 
counted among  the  most  valued  factors  in  the  little 
community.  Schools,  churches,  and  other  worthy 
institutions  received  his  uniform  sux)port,  and  no 
man  was  more  ready  to  contribute  to  the  further- 
ance of  the  enterprises  calculated  to  build  up  the 
community,  and  secure  its  recognition  as  an  intelli- 
gent and  progressive  people.  Now,  toward  the  sun- 
set of  life,  he  has  the  abundant  satisfaction  of  hosts 
of  friends  and  a  good  conscience,  for  which  many 
men  would  give  millions  of  mone}^ 

Mr.  Harris  w\as  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y., 
July  19,  1813,  and  is  the  son  of  Abram  and  Folly 
(Waldron)  Harris,  the  former  born  Feb.  13,  1783, 
in  the  same  county,  and  the  latter  Sept.  23, 1776.  In 
1840  Abram  Harris  left  his  native  county  and  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  settling  near  Ft.  Wayne,  where 
he  lived  upon  a  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  fifty-nine  years  of  age;  the  mother  was 
of  German  descent,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  sole  survivor,  though  all 
but  one  lived  to  mature  years.  Abram  Harris  when 
a  boy  w^as  bound  out  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  at 
shoemaking,  but  before  his  time  expired  his  father- 
in-law^  purchased  his  freedom  from  the  contract. 

Garrett  F.  Harris  made  his  home  with  his  parents 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  em- 
ploying himself  as  a  laborer,  but  in  1836,  deter- 
mined upon  a  change  of  location,  he  made  his  way 
to  this  county,  and  purchased  a  part  of  the  land  in- 
cluded in  the  old  Harris  homestead,  which  is  widely 
known  to  all  the  older  residents  of  the  county.  At 
first  he  was  obliged  to  go  twenty  miles  to  mill  and 
market,  making  his  way  laboriously  with  an  ox- 
team,  though  these  privations  and  hardships  were 
the  common  lot  of  the  pioneers.  They,  however, 
maintain  they  were  happy  in  their  cabin  homes,  and 
it  is  certain  that  in  those  times  there  were  exercised 
to  a  greater  extent  than  at  the  present,  the  gentle 
virtues  of  hospitality,  kindness  and  charity. 

Mr.  Harris  contributed  to  the  erection  of  nearly 
every  church  and  school  building  in  his  township 
and  vicinity,  and  took  pride  in  the  growth  and  prog- 
ress of  the  communit3^     He  was  married   first   on 
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the  2(1  of  January,  1886,  to  Miss  Magdalia  Aiich- 
inoody,  who  died  Aug.  15,  1840,  aged  twenty-one 
years,  leaving  two  children.  Abram,  the  elder, 
was  born  in  Woodstock  Township,  Dec.  8,  1837, 
and  married  Miss  Mary  Ilewett;  they  have  four 
children,  and  are  living  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  County, 
this  State.  Mary  was  born  July  3,  1839,  and  mar- 
ried Jacob  Every,  a  farmer  of  Jackson  County.  On 
the  10th  of  December,  1840,  Mr.  Harris  was  again 
married,  to  Miss  Phebe  Brooks,  who  was  a  native  of 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Merchant 
and  Mary  (Every)  Brooks,  who  also  were  natives 
of  Delaware  County,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1835. 
The  father  took  up  a  tract  of  200  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land,  and  built  up  a  homestead  from  the  wil- 
derness, where,  with  his  estimable  wife,  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  Mrs.  Harris  was  one  of 
eight  children  comprising  the  parental  family,  five 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Of  this  group  but  five 
are  now  living,  two  sons  and  two  daughters  besides 
Mrs.  Harris.  William  H.  now  occupies  the  home- 
stead ;  Uriah  lives  on  a  farm  in  Woodstock  Town- 
ship; Margaret,  Mrs.  Nelson  Kelly,  lives  near,  and 
Angeleck,  Mrs.  Jefferson  White,  lives  at  Clark's 
Lake.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  Brooks, 
married  a  Miss  Rollin,  and  they  spent  their  lives  in 
Delaware  County,  passing  away  when  ripe  in  years. 
On  the  maternal  side,  Joseph  Every  married  Miss 
Margaret  Acker,  and  coming  to  Michigan  with  his 
W'ife  in  1837,  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days 
in  Woodstock  Township,  this  county,  both  dying  at 
an  advanced  age.  Joseph  Every  brought  with  him 
to  this  State  his  mother,  who  lived  to  see  ninety- 
nine  years.  The  grandfather  of  this  old  lady  was 
the  carpenter  who  drove  the  first  nail  in  New  York 
City. 

The  household  of  our  subject  w^as  completed  by 
the  birth  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows :  The  eldest,  a  daughter,  died  unnamed ; 
Magdalena,  who  was  born  March  5,  1843,  died  April 
16,  1881;  she  had  been  married  to  William  Davi- 
son, and  was  the  mother  of  three  children.  Wessel 
D.  was  born  April  10,  1846,  and  married  Miss  Nel- 
lie Turner;  they  have  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
Merchant  B.  was  born  March  5,  1849,  and  married 
Miss  Olive  Nichols;  they  have  seven  children. 
William  Henry  was  born    Nov.    6,   1851,   married 


Miss  Eliza  Swartout,  and  has  three  children;  Elma 
E.  was  born  June  26,  1855,  and  is  the  wife  of  James 
Horton,  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  Sophronia 
was  born  Oct.  16,  1858,  married  F.  Peterson,  and 
is  the  mother  of  four  children ;  Lora  was  born  March 
9,  1864,  and  married  Miss  Edith  Sanford;  he  farms 
the  homestead  on  shares,  and  is  the  father  of  two 
children,  a  son  and  daughter. 

Mr.  Flarris  has  always  been  a  Baptist  in  religion, 
and  in  politics  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat. 
He  has  worked  energetically  for  the  party,  and  has 
never  seen  the  day  when  he  was  ashamed  of  his 
principles. 

Sfl  ONATHAN  E.  INOERSOLL  came  to  Mich- 
1  igan  in  the  fall  of  1842,  and  located  first 
I  on  a  farm  in  Hillsdale  County.  He  had 
(^jl/  about  $70  in  money,  and  during  the  follow- 
ing fall  and  winter  put  up  a  house,  purchased  a 
cow  and  a  hog,  and  wheat  enough  for  his  father's 
family  to  live  upon  until  after  the  next  harvest. 
He  was  joined  by  the  family  in  the  spring  of  1843, 
and  his  father  being  crippled  with  rheumatism, 
Jonathan  E.  had  the  principal  charge  of  the  family 
and  provided  the  means  for  their  maintenance. 

For  two  years  following  Mr.  Ingersoll  had  no 
team  of  his  own,  and  was  obliged  to  hire  his  plow- 
ing done.  Under  these  difficulties  he  struggled 
along  for  two  years,  when  he  began  to  gain  a  foot- 
hold, and  in  due  time  he  found  himself  on  the  road 
to  prosperit}^,  with  a  good  farm  of  110  acres  con- 
taining a  comfortable  dwelling,  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings. After  a  trip  to  California  and  a  resi- 
dence there  of  two  years,  in  which  he  engaged  in 
mining,  he,  in  1856,  sold  his  farm,  and  coming  to 
this  county  invested  $11,000  of  his  capital  in  the 
farm  in  Palmyra  Township  which  he  now  owns, 
and  which  included  200  acres  of  valuable  land  on 
sections  5  and  6.  He  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the 
self-made  man,  as  he  began  his  career  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  w^ealthy  and  prominent  men  of  Lenawee 
County;  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  will  be  found 
on  the  adjoining  page  of  this  Album. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Victor,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,   May  20,  1820,  and   is  the  son  of  Stephen 
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Ingersoll,  a  native  of  Lynn,  Mass..  where  he  was 
born  April  17,  1782.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
Aaron  and  Lydia  Ingersoll,  were  of  English  descent, 
the  former  the  son  of  William  Ingersoll,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  in  early  manhood,  accompanied 
by  three  brothers,  and  located  in  Massachnsetts. 
The  famil}^  was  afterward  largely  represented  in 
the  Bay  State,  as  they  all  married  and  reared  sons 
and  daughters.  Stephen,  the  son  of  Aaron,  mar- 
ried Miss  Joan,  daughter  of  Deacon  Isaac  and 
Mary  Root,  of  West  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Jona- 
than E.,  om-  subject,  was  the  fourth  son  and  eighth 
child.  Stephen  Ingersoll  resided  in  his  native 
State  until  reaching  manhood,  in  the  meantime 
learning  the  miller's  trade.  He  then  migrated  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  wiiere  he  secured  a  tract  of 
land,  upon  which  he  operated  until  the  spring  of 
1843,  the  date  of  his  removal  to  this  county.  He 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Hillsdale  County, 
this  State,  his  death  taking  place  in  the  summer  of 
1858.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Joan  Ingersoll,  was  born  at 
Stockbridge,  Mass.,  Jan.  23,  1780,  and  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Hillsdale  County,  April  20,  1853. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
and  both  her  parents  were  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
In  the  fall  of  1875  Mr.  Ingersoll  repeated  his 
trip  to  California.  The  journey  in  1852  had  been 
made  overland  with  horse-teams,  and  he  started 
home  by  the  Nicaragua  route,  leaving  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  steamer  '^Yankee  Blade,"  then  one  of  the 
best  vessels  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  After  twent}^- 
three  hours'  sail  she  w^as  wrecked  on  a  reef  during 
a  dense  fog,  about  five  miles  off  shore.  There  were 
1,300  passengers  on  board,  and  with  the  exception 
of  fifty  persons,  who  were  lost  b}^  the  swamping  of 
small  boats  and  other  causes,  all  were  safel}^  landed. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  was  among  the  last  to  leave  the 
wreck,  twenty-tw^o  hours  after  the  vessel  struck. 
The  following  day  a  small  coasting  steamer  came 
along  and  conveyed  800  of  the  passengers  to  San 
Diego.  Eight  days  later  another  steamer  arrived 
which  carried  them  back  to  San  Francisco.  On  the 
20th  of  October  the  survivors  set  out  once  more, 
and  after  a  passage  of  tw^enty  days  arrived  safely 
in  New  York  harbor,  whence  Mr.  Ingersoll  not  long- 
afterward  found  his  way  to  the  farm  which  he  had 


left  in  Michigan.  His  later  trip  to  Sacramento  was 
accoinplished  from  Chicago  in  five  days;  this  time 
he  merely  went  on  a  visit  to  his  children  and  re- 
turned the  same  season.  The  lajise  of  twenty  years 
had  effected  a  vast  change  both  in  the  methods  of 
transportation  and  in  the  country  along  the  Pacific 
Coast.  While  he  had  been  quietly  farming  in 
Michigan,  civilization  had  been  working  its  way 
westward,  and  flourishing  cities  had  grown  up  where 
perhaps  there  was  nothing  but  a  hamlet  or  a  building 
which  served  as  a  stopping-place  for  the  traveler. 

The  marriage  of  Jonathan  E.  Ingersoll  and  Miss 
Maria  Hammond  w^as  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Ransom,  Hillsdale  County,  Dec.  31,  1844, 
and  the  young  people  commenced  life  together  on 
the  partially  cultivated  farm  of  our  subject.  The, 
nine  children  who  in  due  time  completed  the  house- 
hold circle  are  recorded  as  follows:  Edgar  J.  was 
born  in  Ransom,  May  17,  1846,  and  is  now  in  Pal- 
myra; Lydia  A.  was  born  July  20,  1847,  and 
married  Harrison  Crommer;  she  is  now  in  Ransom, 
Hillsdale  County.  Cyrus  B.  was  born  Dec.  13, 
1848,  and  is  engaged  at  farming  in  elefferson,  Hills- 
dale County;  Phebe  P.  was  born  Jan.  3,  1850,  and 
married  Christopher  C.  Crommer,  of  California; 
she  is  now  a  resident  of  that  State.  Edna  M.  was 
born  Feb.  21,  1852,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Miller,  of  Raisin  Township;  Esther  F.  was  born 
Jan.  1,  1856,  and  married  Frederick  W.  Nichols, 
of  Palmyra;  John  S.  was  born  Oct.  13,  1858,  and 
is  engaged  at  molding  in  the  car  w^orks,  in  the  city 
of  Detroit;  Heber  D.  was  born  Sept.  15,  1863,  and 
is  carrying  on  farming  in  Colorado;  Thomas  H. 
was  born  Dec.  22,  1865,  and  resides  at  home. 

Mrs.  Maria  Ingersoll,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Freetown,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June 
15,  1824.  Her  father,  John  Hammond,  was  born 
in  Long  Island,  Aug.  18,  1791,  and  was  married  in 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Permelia  Dickin- 
son, a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  Jan.  18,  1796. 
They  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1838,  and  in  1841 
Mr.  Hammond  settled  on  a  tract  of  timber  land  in 
Ransom  Township,  Hillsdale  County.  He  erected 
a  log  house  and  cleared  the  land  around  him,  build- 
ing up  a  comfortable  home,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death,  in  1881.  The  mother's  death  took 
place  on  the  3d  of  November,  1838. 
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ETER  JACOB,  a  successful  farmer  and  a 
fine  representative  of  the  German  element 
in  our  population,  is  a  self-made  man  in 
_  every  sense  of  the  term.  When  he  landed 
in  America  a  lad  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was  not 
only  without  a  cent  in  his  pocket  but  he  owed  his 
brother  for  his  passage ;  since  then  he  has  achieved 
independence  by  his  resolute  will  and  persistent 
toil. 

'  Mr.  Jacob  was  born  in  Hessian  Germany,  Jan.  4, 
1837,  and  is  the  son  Of  John  and  Martha  (Lapp) 
Jacob,  both  natives  of  Germany,  where  they  passed 
their  entire  lives.  Our  subject  attended  school,  re- 
ceiving a  good,  practical  education  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  he  then  commenced  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  w^orld,  working  out  by  the 
year  on  a  farm.  The  first  two  years  his  wages  were 
$7  per  year,  with  his  board,  and  some  wool  for 
clothing.  His  wages  were  advanced  at  the  end  of 
two  years,  but  while  he  remained  in  Germany  the 
best  wages  he  ever  received  were  $15  a  year,  in 
addition  to  the  wool  for  clothes.  He  remained  in 
the  Fatherland  until  1855,  vvhen  a  brother  who  had 
emigrated  to  America  sent  him  money  enough  to 
pay  his  passage  to  this  country,  and  in  June  of  that 
year  he  set  sail  from  Bremen.  In  the  following- 
August  he  landed  in  Quebec,  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land,  without  money  and  in  debt  for  his  passage. 
It  was  his  intention  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
so  he  resolutely  sought  work  that  he  might  obtain 
money  enough  to  pay  his  fare,  and  found  employ- 
ment near  Hamilton,  where  he  remained  two 
months.  He  then  set  out  for  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  became  employed  on  a  farm,  receiving 
$110  besides  his  board,  for  his  first  year's  work, 
which  must  have  seemed  to  him  a  large  sum  of 
money.  His  wages  were  afterward  increased  to 
$156  a  year,  and  he  continued  working  there  until 
1860. 

In  December  of  that  year  Mr.  Jacob  took  the 
first  important  step  toward  establishing  a  home,  by 
his  marriage  with  Margaret  Reas,  also  a  native  of 
Hessian  Germany,  where  she  was  born  Nov.  13, 
1841.  Her  mother  died  in  that  country  and  she 
came  to  America  when  about  nine  years  old  with  her 
father  and  stepmother,  George  and  Julia  (Schultz) 
Reas.     They  located    in  Erie    County,    Ohio,  but 
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Mr.  Reas  now  resides  in  Fulton  County,  that  State. 
Shortly  after   his  marriage,  in   1860,  Mr.  Jacob 
resolved  to  come  to  Michigan  and  invest  in  some 
of  the  cheap  land  of  this  State,  accordingly,  accom- 
panied   by   his  bride,  he  came  to  Ogden  Township, 
and  with  the  money  that  he  had  carefully  saved  he 
bouglit  forty  acres  of  land,  the  price  of  which  was 
$550;  that  tract  is   included  in   his   present  farm. 
His  first  move  was  to  cut  trees  to  make  room  for  a 
log  cabin,  which  he  soon  had  ready  for  occupancy, 
but  by  that  time  he  had  used  up  all  his  money  and 
was  obliged  to  go  to  work  by  the  month  for  others 
to  earn  money  to  support  himself  and  wife.     Dur- 
ing that  time,  with  unusual  enterprise  and  energy, 
he  worked   on    his    own   land  evenings  and  rainy 
days,  and  after  /i  time  he  and  his  brother  bought  a 
pair  of  steers  vvith  which  they  both  did  their  farm 
work  and  marketing.     The  first  hogs  he  raised  here 
were  turned    loose   in  the  forest,     and    fatted  on 
acorns.  He  afterward  killed  them  and  carried  them 
ten   miles   to  market,  where  he   sold  them  for  two 
and   one-half    cents  a  pound    dressed-weight.     He 
continued  working  out  by  the  month  until  he  had 
land  enough  of  his  own  cleared  to  employ  his  whole 
time.     After  four  years  he  was  able  to  buy  a  yoke 
of  oxen  for  himself,  which  he  sold  two  years  later, 
and   then   bought  the  first  pair  of   horses  he  ever 
owned.     In   1864  he   bought  forty    acres   of  land 
joining  his  first  purchase,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  cleared  the  first  forty  acres  that  he  bought,  and 
now  has  it  all  enclosed  and  well  improved.   In  1877 
he  bought  twenty  acres  more,  paying  $560  for  the 
tract,  and  in  1883  he  bought  another  tract  of  thirty 
acres,  paying  $75  per  acre  for  the  same.      He  now 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  130  acres,  the  greater  part  of  it 
improved,  while  his  buildings  are  among  the  finest 
in  the  township,  as  may  be  seen  from  an   examina- 
tion of  the  view  of  his  homestead  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.     He  has  alw^ays  engaged  in  mixed 
husbandry,  and  has  paid  much  attention  to  raising 
stock.     On  the  8th  of  July,  1887,  Mr.  Jacobs  sus- 
tained a  severe  injury  by  being  run  over  by  his 
runaway  team  with  a  self-binder,  and  is  crippled  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  and   unable  to  do  any 
kind  of  farm  labor. 

■  Mr.  Jacob  has  two  brothers  in  this  country,  John 
and  Christopher,  both  living  in  Ogden  Township. 
^ ^ ^ «_»,ip^ 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jncol)  have  been  boni  seven 
children — Mary  A.,  Margaret  A.,  Lonisa  F.,  George 
J.ewis,  John  Benjamin,  and  two  children  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  are  people  whose  npright 
condnct  in  the  daily  affairs  of  life  well  merits  the 
esteem  and  confidence  in  which  they  are  hekl  by 
their  neighbors.  They  and  their  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

ci^^)II0MA8  A.  LIDDEL.  The  subject  of  the 
following  record  ranks  among  the  prosper- 
ous farmers  and  stock-growers  of  Macon 
Township,  and  has  been  located  (m  section  G  for  the 
last  fifty  years.  He  comes  of  excellent  Scotch 
ancestry,  from  whom  he  inherited  the  qualities  of 
industry  and  perseverance,  which  have  secured  for 
him  a  good  position  financially  and  the  involuntary 
respect  of  his  neighbors.  The  patronymic,  it  will 
be  observed,  is  spelled  differently  in  this  work,  in 
accordance  with  the  tastes  of  the  individual  who 
bears  it,  Thomas  A.,  our  subject,  preferring  the 
more  modern  method. 

Mr.  Liddel  was  born  in  Florida  Township,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of 
Robert  Liddel,  who  was  a  native  of  Schenectady 
County,  and  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Liddel.  Sr. 
The  latter  was  probably  born  in  Scotland,  but  he 
was  reared  in  Schenectady  County,  N.  Y.,and  ui)on 
reaching  manhood  married  Miss  Janet  Robison, 
who  was  also  of  Scotch  ancestry.  They  spent  the 
balance  of  their  lives  on  a  farm  in  Schenectady 
County,  Grandfather  Liddel  dying  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eightj^  years.  His  wife  survived  him  some 
time,  and  was  a  hundred  years  old  at  the  time  of 
her  death.  Thomas  Liddel  was  a  Scotch  Presby- 
terian of  the  old  school,  and  carried  out  in  his  life 
and  character  the  principles  to  which  he  had  ])een 
strictly  reared  in  his  childhood  and  youth. 

Robert  Liddel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  at  the  home  of  his  parents  in  Schenectady 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years.  He  then  took  up  his  abode  with 
his  uncle  in  Princetown,  and  assisted  the  latter  in 
his  occupation  as  a  drover  and  stock  dealer.  Young 
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Liddel  soon  developed  excellent  judgment  in  con- 
nection with  this  business,  which  he  afterward  pur- 
sued the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  married  in 
his  native  State,  to  Miss  Janet  Adair,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  an  excellent  Scotch  family,  her  father 
being  Alexaiuler  Adair,  who  had  married  a  Miss 
McKee.  The  parents  of  the  latter  were  natives  of 
Scotland,  and  ui)on  emigrating  to  the  United  States 
located  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  during  its 
early  settlement.  The  Lidians  at  that  time  still 
roamed  unrestrained  over  the  country,  committing 
depredations  and  making  life  a  terror  to  the  pio- 
neers. The  parents  and  one  daughter  were  captured 
and  killed  by  the  savages.  The  other  daughter, 
who  afterward  became  the  grandmother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  witness  of  the  atrocious  deeds  of  the 
savages,  and  was  herself  captured  and  held  for 
about  nine  months.  She  was  finally  released  through 
the  efforts  of  a  white  man,  who  directed  her  to  re- 
fuse to  learn  to  si)eak  in  tlie  language  of  the  sav- 
ages, and  latca-  purchased  her  liberty  with  some 
trifiing  ol)ject  which  took  their  fancy.  She  was  nine 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  and  was  subse- 
quentl}^  married  to  Alexander  Adair,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  her  days  in  Montgomery  County,  N. 
Y.  She  was  only  middle-aged  when  her  death  oc- 
curred, and  Mr.  Adair  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years. 

Alter  his  marriage  Robert  Liddel  engaged  in 
o'eneral  mei'chandising  for  some  years  in  Mont- 
gomery  County,  but  in  the  fall  of  1835,  accompan- 
ied by  his  wife  and  two  children,  he  started  for  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  upon  reaching  this 
county  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  6,  in 
Macon  Township.  This  property  he  subsequently 
exchanged  for  the  present  homestead  of  our  sub- 
ject, but  which  then  bore  little  resemblance  to  its 
present  condition.  The  parents  labored  and  toiled 
after  the  manner  of  the  pioneers,  and  in  due  time 
had  built  up  for  themselves  and  their  children  a 
comfortable  home.  Here  the  death  of  the  mother 
occurred  Dec.  24,  1864,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  Robert  Liddel,  for  his  second  wife,  married 
Mrs.  Susan  Miller,  and  finally  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Clinton,  where  he  died  May  1,  1879,  #hen 
seventy -nine  years  old.  Robert  Liddel  and  his  first 
wife   were   members  of  the    Presbyterian   Church; 
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tlie  second  wife  was  a  Methodist.  Politically,  lie 
was  an  old-line  Whig  until  the  abandonment  of  that 
party  by  the  organization  of  the  Republicans,  when 
he  cordially  endorsed  the  principles  of  the  latter, 
and  continoed  with  them  until  his  voting  days  were 
over. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  and  continued  with 
his  parents  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  selected 
a  wife  from  among  the  maidens  of  his  own  town- 
ship, being  married  on  the  5th  of  March,  1(S56,  to 
Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  L. 
(Biddle)  Richart,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  Mr.  Richart  was  a  mechanic,  and 
continued  in  his  native  county  of  Northumberland 
until  after  his  marriage  and  the  birth  of  two  sons 
and  four  daughters.  Mrs.  Liddel,  the  fifth  child  of 
her  parents,  was  born  Aug.  30,  1829,  and  continued 
under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage  with  our 
subject.  The  family  came  to  Michigan  in  1846,  lo- 
cating in  Macon  Township  near  Pennington  Cor- 
ners, where  the  father  followed  his  trade  until  rest- 
ing from  his  earthly  labors,  his  death  occurring 
May  21,  1875;  the  mother  survived  a  little  over 
two  years,  dying  Oct.  21,  1877.  They  were  eighty 
and  seventy-five  years  of  age  respectively.  Mr. 
Richart,  politically,  was  Republican  after  the  organ- 
ization of  that  party. 

William  Richart,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Liddel,  was  born  in  Montour  County,  Pa., 
and  married  Miss  Martha  Moody,  whose  birthplace 
was  not  far  from  his  own.  They  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  that  locality,  where  they  followed  farming, 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age.  They  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents, Israel  and  Martha  (Lowry)  Biddle,  were 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  the  most  of 
their  lives  in  Montour  County;  they  also  were 
Presbyterians.  Both  families  were  prominent  in 
their  community,  where  they  built  up  comfortable 
homes  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
the  people  around  them. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born 
three  children  :  Marilla  R.,  who  makes  her  home 
with  her  parents,  and  is  very  skillful  as  a  seam- 
stress; Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Wilkins,  who  is 
carrying  on  a  farm  in  Macon  Township,  and  Ivy, 
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the  wife  of  David  Sloan,  who  is  in  the  butclioi-ing 
business  at  Pennington  Corners.  Mr.  Liddel  takes 
a  warm  interest  in  the  success  of  the  temperance 
movement,  and  politically,  has  identified  himself 
with  the  Prohibitionists.  They,  like  their  respect- 
ive parents,  are  in  sjanpathy  with  the  Presbyterians. 
As  representative  of  the  homesteads  of  this  re- 
gion we  present  in  oiir  illustration  department  a 
view  of  Mr.  Liddel's  residence  and  its  surround- 
ings. 

-^ #3-^ v^ 

HOMAS  C.  ISLEY,  a  prosperous  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  1.  Palmyra  Township,  was 
born  in  Ramsey,  Huntingdonshire,  England, 
on  the  15th  of  November,  1825.  His  father,  Will- 
iam Isley,  was  born  in  the  same  shire,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  was  married  to  Mary  Ham- 
den.  He  made  a  business  there  of  ditching  and  drain- 
ing lands,  and  remained  in  England  until  1853,  when 
he  followed  his  son  to  America,  and  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  with  his  oldest 
daughter;  his  wife,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  died  in  England.  Of  their  children,  six 
grew  to  maturity,  and  five  came  to  America:  Ann 
married  William  Bedford,  and  resides  at  Evans- 
ville, Ind. ;  John  lives  in  Lagrange  County,  Ind; 
Thomas  C.  is  our  subject;  Mary  remained  in  En- 
gland ;  Martha  is  the  widow  of  Matthew  Wilson, 
and  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Sarah  mai'ried  William 
Bedford,  and  died  in  Evansville,  Ind. 

Thomas  C.  Isley  w^as  reared  in  his  native  town, 
and  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  support  of  the  family,  and  resided  with 
his  parents  until  1852.  On  the  Uth  of  October  of 
that  year,  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  he  set  sail  from 
Liverpool,  and  landed  at  New  York  on  the  28th  of 
December  following,  after  a  long  and  stormy  pas- 
sage, with  but  four  shillings  in  his  pocket.  He 
wished  to  go  to  Albany,  and  in  order  to  secure  the 
money  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  trip,  sold  a  por- 
tion of  his  clothing.  He  went  by  the  railway  until 
within  twelve  miles  of  his  destination,  where  the 
track  was  washed  away,  and  he  had  to  walk  the 
remainder  of  the  distance.  When  he  arrived  in 
Albany,  he  had  but  $1  left.  Strangers  assisted  him 
until  the  following  February,  when  he  found  work, 
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and  then  he  could  only  work  three  days  in  the 
week  at  fifty  cents  per  day.  In  March  and  April 
he  worked  full  time  in  a  brickyard,  chopping  wood 
at  seventy-live  cents  a  day,  and  in  May  was  given 
full  charge  of  the  yard.  In  July  operations  at  the 
yard  were  suspended  and  he  migrated  to  Cleveland, 
arriving  there  with  only  |8,  but  he  succeeded  in 
finding  friends  who  were  from  his  native  town  in 
England,  and  through  them  secured  employment 
at  $1  per  day. 

Mr.  Isley  remained  a  resident  of  Cleveland  eleven 
years,  and  during  the  time  was  appointed  by  the 
City  Council  as  Deputy  Inspector  of  Wines  and 
Liquors,  and  at  the  same  time  w^as  a  clerk  in  the 
custom  house,  and  a  part  of  the  time  clerked  for  B. 
A.  DeWolf,  a  commission  merchant.  In  1860  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  forty-seven  acres  in  Olmstead 
Township,  Cuj^ahoga  Co.,  Ohio,  thirty  acres  of 
which  were  under  cultivation,  and  the  remainder 
heavily  timbered.  lie  rebuilt  the  house  which 
was  located  upon  it,  and  cleared  more  of  the  land, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  year  lived  there 
until  1866,  when  he  sold  out,  and  coming  to  Lena- 
wee County,  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides.  There  were  a  few  acres  of  tliis  land  partly 
cleared,  while  he  now  has  sevent}^  acres  in  culti- 
vation, and  has  planted  a  large  number  of  cherry 
and  fruit  trees,  besides  erecting  good  buildings,  in- 
cluding a  comfortable  residence  and  commodious 
barn.  He  owns  another  farm  of  forty  acres  in 
Blisslield  Township,  which  is  under  cultivation, 
and  is  equipped  with  good  buildings. 

In  January,  1849,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
married  to  Ann  DeCamp,  wlio  was  born  in  North- 
amptonshire, England,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1829, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Brown) 
DeCanip,  both  of  the  same  shire,  Avhere  they  spent 
their  entire  lives.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isle}^  have  had 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Cliarles, 
William,  George;  Belle,  the  wife  of  Malvin  Bo  wen; 
Edward,  Thomas  and  Ered.  The  oldest  one  was 
born  in  England,  and  the  others  in  America, 
and  they  are  all  living  near  their  parents.  Two 
children,  twins,  died  in  infancy  in  Cleveland,  and 
two  daughters  died  in  Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isley  are  members  of  the  Protest- 
ant Methodist  Church,  and  it  is  mainly  due  to  their 


efforts  that  the  W^ellsville  Church,  a  handsome 
structure,  was  built.  He  and  his  wife  were  among 
the  original  members  of  this  congregation,  which 
he  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  Class-Leader,  Trus- 
tee, Steward,  Superintendent  and  Sunday-school 
IJbrarian.  Mrs.  Isley  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Ladies'  Mite  Society,  and  served 
for  some  3^ears  both  as  its  President  and  Treasurer. 
Mr.  Isley's  success  in  life  is  largely  due  to  his  own 
efforts,  and  in  all  his  transactions  he  has  shown 
strict  integrity  and  honor.  He  has  lived  a  Christian 
life,  and  has  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  such 
movements  as  tended  to  the  elevation  of  himself 
and  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 

As  illustrative  of  the  change  from  ''the  little  old 
log  cabin"  surrounded  hy  the  forest  primeval,"  we 
present  on  another  page  of  this  Album  a  view  of 
Mr.  Isley's  residence  with  its  environments. 
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BR AHAM  BATEMAN.  Probably  no  citi- 
zen of  Rome  Township  is  more  worthy  of 
representation  in  a  work  of  this  kind  than 
he  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
His  whole  course  through  life  has  been 
that  of  a  conscientious  and  high-minded  man,  and 
from  a  huml)le  position  in  life  he  has  risen  socially 
and  financially  until  to-day  he  is  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  comfortable  himie,  with  plenty  laid  by  for  his 
old  age,  and  is  fully  established  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  people  among  whom  he  has  moved 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  Among  the  other 
good  things  which  have  fallen  to  his  lot,  is  an  amiable 
and  estimable  companion,  who,  like  her  husband,  is 
hehl  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who  know  her. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bateman  are  universally  spoken  of  by 
young  and  old  as  those  whose  place  in  the  com- 
munit}^  could  scarcely  be  tilled  by  others,  and  who  by 
their  kindness  and  hospitality  have  made  for  them- 
selves a  warm  place  in  the  affections  of  the  people 
around  them. 

The  first  record  of  the  Bateman  famil}^  indicates 
them  to  have  been  of  German  origin,  but  the  direct 
ancestors  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  England. 
Abraham  Bateman  was  also  born  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  about  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Dan- 
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iel  and  Ann  (Heirst)  Bate  man.  The  father  was  a 
flax  dresser  by  trade,  and  died  in  the  city  of  Leeds, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  The  mother  had  pre- 
ceded her  husband  to  the  silent  land,  her  death  tak- 
ing place  when  she  was  forty-four  years  old.  Of 
the  ten  children  comprising  the  parental  household, 
two  died  in  infancy. 

Abraham  Bateman  received  nK)St  of  liis '' book 
learning"  in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  this  of  a  very 
limited  character.  At  the  early  age  of  seven  years 
he  went  to  work  in  a  factor\%  where  he  learned 
cloth  dressing,  and  picked  up  a  little  more  knowl- 
edge at  a  lught  school,  which  was  conducted  by  a 
benevolent  old  soldiei'.  He  was  thus  employed  un- 
til about  seventeen  years  of  age,  then  entered  a 
cloth  house  and  followed  his  trade  until  1845. 
Five  years  later  he  resolved  to  make  a  decided 
change,  and  engaged  passage  on  board  a  sailing- 
vessel  bound  for  America.  He  arrived  in  the  city 
of  New  York  the  latter  part  of  May,  1850,  and 
not  long  afterward  made  his  way  to  Southern 
Michigan,  where  for  a  period  of  eighteen  months 
he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  in  Ridgeway 
Township.  From  here  he  went  into  Franklin 
Township,  but  a  few  months  later  returned  to 
Ridge w^a}^  and  until  1868  labored  industriously  to 
acquire  sufficient  capital  to  establish  himself  on  a 
piece  of  land  which  he  might  call  his  own.  In  the 
fall  of  1868  he  arrived  at  this  point,  and  purchased 
the  land  included  in  his  present  farm.  It  had  then 
but  a  few  imperfect  structures  which  could  scarcely 
be  called  buildings,  but  he  went  to  work  with  a 
will,  and  in  due  time  added  those  conveniences  and 
improvements  essential  to  the  well-ordered  home- 
stead. He  brought  the  land  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  built  fences,  and  in  due  time  put  up  a 
new  house  and  repaired  the  barn,  working  early 
and  late,  and  cultivating  within  himself  the  spirit 
of  contentment  without  which  no  man  under  any 
circumstances  can  be  happy.  The  soil  yielded 
bountifully  to  his  efforts  and  one  improvement 
after  another  was  added  to  the  farm,  until  the  pass- 
ing traveler  now  gazes  with  admiring  eyes  upon 
one  of  the  best  appointed  homesteads  in  Rome 
Township. 

Mr.  Bateman  was  first  married  in  1842,  while  a 
resident  of  his  native  country,  to  Miss  Rnchel  Rath- 
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bun,  whose  birth  took  place  in  Yorkshire,  not  far 
from  the  home  of  her  husband.  By  a  former  hus- 
band she  had  become  the  mother  of  two  children, 
but  no  children  were  born  to  this  second  union. 
She  departed  this  life  at  the  home  of  her  husband 
in  Franklin  Township  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years. 

Our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  in  186«s, 
to  IMrs.  Elizabeth  (Curtis)  Ligden.  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Lewis)  Curtis,  and  widow  of 
James  Ligden.  She  was  born  in  East  Kent,  En- 
gland, in  1817,  and  is  not  ashamed  of  the  fact  that 
she  has  always  been  a  hard-working  woman,  em- 
plo}  ing  herself  at  whatever  caine  in  the  way  of  her 
duty  in  her  earliei'  as  well  as  her  later  years.  Her 
father's  family  included  fifteen  children.  By  her 
first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren. She  came  with  her  brother  to  this  countrj^ 
in  1853,  arriving  here  almost  totally  without  means, 
and  she  labored  as  she  had  done  all  lier  life.  After 
n  tcMv  years  she  began  to  experience  her  reward  and 
can  now  look  about  her  comfortable  home,  wiiere 
she  enjoys  a  large  share  of  the  good  things  of  life 
to  which  she  is  most  justly  entitled.  Her  three  liv- 
ing children  are  residents  of  Rome  Township. 

ON.  JOHN  K.  BOIES.  Occupying  some 
of  the  highest  positions  in  the  gift  of  the 
people  of  this  county,  serving  the  State  in 
honorable  and  responsible  capacities,  and 
having  always  been  connected  with  the  financial 
and  mercantile  interests  of  this  portion  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  there  is  no  more  prominent  figure  in 
the  history  of  Lenawee  County  than  the  gentleman 
whose  name  lieads  this  sketch. 

John  K.  Boies  was  born  in  Bland  ford,  Hampden 
Co.,  Mass.,  Dec.  6,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Lemuel 
and  Experi(mce  (Keep)  Boies.  His  father  was 
born,  lived  and  died  in  the  same  rugged  township, 
among  the  granite  hills  of  Western  Massacliusetts, 
and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Lemuel  Boies 
was  the  son  of  David  Boies,  an  agriculturist  of 
the  same  locality,  who  reared  a  family  of  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters,  among  whom  was  Rev. 
Artemus  Boies,  a  prominent  clergyman  in  his  day, 
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who  tilled  a  pastorate  in  Philadelphia,  and  Charles- 
ton, 8.  C,  and  died  while  in  charge  of  Fine  Street 
Church,  Boston,  and  also  Judge  Joseph  Boies,  of 
AVashington  County,  N.  Y.  The  family  is  de- 
scended from  a  respectable  French  family,  of  the 
name  of  DeBoies,  who  were  French  Fluguenots,  and 
had  emigrated  to  America  from  their  native  land 
during  the  persecutions  that  followed  the  Revoca- 
tion of  the  F]dict  of  Kantes,  in  the  year  1685. 
About  the  year  1813,  Lemuel  Boies  w^as  united  in 
marriage  witli  IMiss  Experience  Keep,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Flavia  Keep,  of  Long  Meadow, 
Mass.  She  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  and  descended  from  Puritan  stock.  One 
of  her  l)rothers  was  the  Rev.  John  Keep,  who  was 
in  his  day  an  eminent  divine  in  Western  New  York 
and  Northern  Ohio,  and  who  early  enlisted  in  the 
fight  against  the  institution  of  slavery,  in  the  pulpit 
and  on  the  stump.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Oberlin  College,  in  Ohio,  and  was  a  Trustee  and 
financial  agent  of  the  college  for  many  years. 
When,  in  the  panic  of  1836,  it  was  hard  pressed  for  ' 
means  to  continue  its  existence,  he  visited  F]ngland 
in  its  behalf,  and  raised  there  among  philanthropists 
and  anti-slavery  men  the  necessary  amount  to  save 
it  from  collapse.  Lie  was  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  wlien  the  question  came  up  on  the  ad- 
mission of  colored  students  to  the  college  on  the 
same  terms  as  the  white  candidates,  and  the  board 
being  equally  divided,  he  gave  the  casting  vote  in 
its  favor.  Oberlin  College  has  since  become  one 
of  the  leading  educational  institutions  in  the 
country. 

Being  tlie  descendant  of  Huguenot  and  Puritan 
fathers,  both  of  whom  exerted  in  so  signal  a  man- 
ner their  wisdom  and  energy  in  i)lanting  the  seeds 
of  piety,  freedom  and  learning  upon  the  bleak 
shores  of  New  England,  no  one  can  feel  i)rouder  of 
his  ancestors  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  It  is 
a  remark  obvious  and  just,  that  no  people  on  earth 
owe  more  to  their  forefathers  than  the  descendants 
of  the  early  New  England  families.  The  courage 
and  devotion  manifested  by  the  zealous  and  free- 
dom seeking  people  generally,  throughout  all  the 
American  Colonies  during  the  opening  scenes  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  long  continued  trials  of 
war,  are  entitled  to  the   profoimd   resi)ect  and   ad- 


miration of  all.  Against  pressures  of  social  in- 
fiuences  in  the  large  Colonial  towns,  where  bribes 
and  offers  were  freely  made  by  the  emissaries  of 
the  Crown,  and  where  predictions  of  anarchy  and 
ruin  were  constantly  poured  forth  by  the  timid  and 
mercenary ;  against  the  temptations  held  out  by 
tlie  wealthy  and  ruling  classes,  and  threats  hurled 
at  them  by  the  most  powerful  of  the  Tories  or 
Royahsts^  these  New  F:ngland  men,  these  noble 
women,  were  proof.  In  them,  conscience  seems  to 
have  been  as  heieditary  as  intelligence,  and  the 
fine  accumulative  results  of  the  moral  struggles  and 
trials  of  many  generations  of  honest  lives  appear  to 
have  been  transmitted  to  their  descendants,  in 
wdiom  originality  as  well  as  practicability  of  con- 
ception are  combined  with  an  ambitious  and  gen- 
eral support  of  action.  These  qualities  which  have 
been  noticed  in  Mr.  Boies'  individuality  are  thus 
easily  traced. 

John  K.  Boies  lived  on  the  farm  at  Blandford, 
breathing  in  the  fresh  air  of  his  rugged  mountain  home 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  when  the  place  was 
sold  and  his  mother  removed  her  family  to  West- 
field,  in  the  same  State,  in  the  Connecticut  River 
Valley.  In  this  picturesque  spot  John  K.  was 
reared,  and  was  educated  in  the  Westfield  Academy. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  commenced  the 
battle  of  life,  working  on  adjoining  farms  during 
the  summer  and  going  to  school  during  the  winter. 
All  his  ambition  at  that  time  being  centered  in  the 
idea  of  acquiring  a  collegiate  education,  and  hav- 
ing his  uncle's  record  in  Oberlin  College  before 
him,  in  the  spring  of  1845,  when  but  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  removed  to  that  Ohio  town,  and 
matriculated  there  in  the  college  with  the  ultimate 
intention  of  studying  law.  But,  ^^Man  proposes  and 
God  disposes,"  for  in  the  following  December  vaca- 
tion he  came  to  Hudson,  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich., 
on  a  visit  to  his  brother,  Henry  M.,  who  was  then 
a  merchant  in  that  village.  Hudson,  at  that  time 
hardly  more  than  a  hamlet,  had  just  begun  to  show 
signs  of  becoming  an  important  point  for  trade, 
the  railroad  having  been  recently  completed  to  within 
its  limits.  Solicited  to  remain  and  engage  in  busi- 
ness with  his  brother,  and  attracted  by  the  novelty 
of  life  in  a  new  country,  after  a  few  months'  experi- 
ence in  business   life,  he  was  so  well  pleased    with 
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it  that  he  concluded  to  forego  his  idea  of  college 
life  and  legal  studies,  and  give  his  attention  to 
business  of  a  mercantile  nature. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr.  B.  visited  the  city  of 
New  York  and  purchased  a  large  stock  of  goods 
for  his  brother's  store,  transacting  the  business  satis- 
factorily   to  all   concerned.      Remaining   with  his 
brother  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  he  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  him  under  the  firm  name 
and  style    of   H.    M.   Boies    &    Bro.,    which    was 
changed  subsequently  by  dropping  the  initials  from 
the  name.      This  firm  continued  in   the  mercantile 
trade,  erecting   in   1855    a  fine   three-story    brick 
building  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Church  streets, 
until  the  year  1857,  when  they  sold  out  to  what 
would  now  be  called  a  farmers'  co-operative  organ- 
ization   or  stock    store   company.        The    financial 
panic  which  suddenly  swept  over  the  country  about 
that  time  interfering  with  the  pecuniary  success  of 
their  successors,  in  1858  J.  K.  Boies  &  Co.  bought 
out  the  concern,  and  resumed  business  at  the  old 
corner   store,  where  they    carried    it   on    in   unin- 
terrupted succession  for  thirty  years,  until  January, 
1888,  when  they  sold  out  to  F.  H.   Brown  &  Co. 
During    the    continuance    of     the    firm    it    did    an 
immense  business,  sometimes  their  sales   rising  as 
high  as  $160,000   per  annum.       They  had  always 
been   heavy  dealers  in  grain,  pork,   wool,  and    all 
other  kinds  of  farmers'  produce,  transacting  a  busi- 
ness reaching    up   some  years  to  $300,000.      This 
part  of  his  business  has  been  by  its  nature  treacher- 
ous, and  has  oftentimes  subjected    him    to    heavy 
losses,  but  he  has  the  satisfaction  of   knowing  that 
he  has  always  met  his  financial  obligations  in  full 
and  never  had  a  note  go  to  protest.    In  1855  he  was 
instrumental  in  starting   the  first  bank  m   Hudson, 
his    partners    being    Henry    M.,    his    brother,    and 
Nathan  Rude,  under  the  firm  name  of  Boies,  Rude 
&  Co.      This  institution  proved  successful  and  has 
continued    to  enjoy    the    confidence    of   the    com- 
munity ever  since.     The  death  of  Henry  M.  Boies 
and  Nathan  Rude  dissolved  the  firm,   and   it   was 
succeeded  by  that  of  Boies,  Eaton  &  Co.,  the  mem- 
bers  of   the   present   firm    being  John    K.    Boies, 
Stephen  A.  Eaton  and  John  H.  Boies. 

Mr.  Boies  was  for  several  years  a  Director  of  the 
Mic^higan    State    Insurance    Company    of    Adrian. 

<^ — . 


He  is  at  the  present  time  Vice  President  of  the  Len- 
awee County  Savings  Bank  at  Adrian,  and  Director 
in  the  Standard  Accident  Insurance  Company  of 
Detroit.  He  is  also  President  and  principal  owner 
in  the  Hudson  Milling  Company,  and  one  of  the 
oAvners  of  the  Hudson  Woodenware  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  He  carries  on  two  farms  near  Hud- 
son, and  has  considerable  real- estate  interests  in 
Hudson  and  elsewhere.  Politically,  Mr.  Boies  has 
been  an  adherent  and  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  filled  many  offices  of  honor  and  trust 
in  the  gift  of  the  people.  He  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  President  of  the  village  of  Hudson  in 
1863,  and  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  1867.  In 
the  year  1864  he  w^as  chosen  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Michigan  State 
Legislature,  to  which  office  he  was  re-elected  in 
1866,  and  served  for  two  years  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporations  in  that 
body.  In  1868  he  was  further  honored  by  being 
sent  to  the  State  Senate  for  two  years,  and  in  1870 
he  declined  a  re-election  on  account  of  the  sickness 
of  his  wife,  which  afterward  proved  fatal.  In  1874 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  position  of  Senator. 
During  both  these  terms  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  and  used  his  influence  in 
that  place  against  lavish  appropriations  and  in  favor 
of  retrenchment  of  expenses  and  reduction  of  tax- 
ation. He  was  the  author  of  the  law  providing 
for  the  application  of  the  surplus  funds  in  the  State 
Treasury  to  the  payment  of  unmatured  bonds, 
under  the  provisions  of  wiiich  much  of  the  State 
indebtedness,  including  the  entire  war  debt,  was 
paid  off  and  interest  stopped. 

It  has  been  well  said  by  one  of  the  leading  State 
papers  that  as  a  legislator  Mr.  Boies  w^as  honest, 
clear-headed  and  sagacious,  During  his  last  term 
he  was  chosen  President  j^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  the  Senate. 
For  four  years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Republican  State  Central  Committee,  and  has  three 
times  been  chosen  to  preside  over  State  Conven- 
tions of  the  Republican  party.  In  1871  he  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Baldwin  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Control  of  Railroads,  which  position  he 
held  till  he  resigned  it  on  his  election  to  the  Senate 
in  1874.  In  1878  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Crosswell,  and  has  held  the  [)osition  till  the  pi-esent 
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time.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  by  President 
(Garfield  a  member  of  the  United  States  Board  of 
Indian  Commissioners,  serving  in  this  capacity  un- 
til he  tendered  his  resignation  in  1885.  He  was 
chosen  b}^  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  represent 
Lenawee  County  at  the  meeting  of  the  State  Board 
of  Equalization,  at  the  capital,  in  August,  1886. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  1852,  Mr.  John  K. 
Boies  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah 
Amelia  Speer,  a  native  of  Palm3^ra,  Wayne  Co.,  N. 
Y.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chiklren,  as 
follows:  Eve  A.,  now  Mrs.  Erederick  A.  Wing, 
of  Hastings,  Neb.,  who  was  born  Nov.  4,  1853; 
Clara  E.,  now  Mrs.  Herman  V.  C.  Hart,  of  Adrian, 
who  was  born  July  16,  1857 ;  and  John  Hemy,  who 
was  born  July  16,  1864.  On  the  5th  of  January, 
1870,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Boies  was  called  to  the  other 
world,  ''That  suburb  of  the  life  elysian,  whose  por- 
tals we  call  death,"  leaving  a  bereaved  family  to 
mourn  their  loss.  On  the  26th  of  August,  1875, 
Mr.  Boies  again  entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance, 
with  Miss  Mary  Colton,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Colton,  of  Hudson.  Bessie,  now  seven 
3^ears  of  age,  is  the  daughter  of  this  marriage. 

Mr.  Boies  was  for  several  years  a  Trustee  of  Olivet 
College.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Hudson  for  many  years,  and 
served  sixteen  years  as  Trustee,  and  most  of  that 
period  as  its  Treasurer.  He  served  for  six  years  as 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  public  schools  of  Hud- 
son. Ever  interested  in  the  moral  and  religious 
growth  of  the  village,  he  has  contributed  tow^ard 
the  erection  of  [all  the  church  edifices  of  the  town. 
He  has  always  been  in  favor  of  public  improvements 
in  Hudson,  and  been  willing  to  aid  them  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  ability.  A  good,  sincere.  Christian  gen- 
tleman, he  has  ever  essayed  to  square  his  life  by 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  His  charity  toward  all  worthy 
objects  is  proverbial,  and  he  is  in  every  respect  a 
''man  to  all  the  country  dear."  In  every  political 
campaign  for  the  past  t went}- five  years  he  has  taken 
the  stump  in  behalf  of  his  political  principles,  and 
his  ability  and  effectiveness  in  that  line  have  been 
universally  conceded  by  friends  and  opponents. 
He  has  several  times  addressed  by  invitation  those 
monster  gatherings  of  farmers  and  their  families, 
known  as  the  farmers'  picnics  at  Devil's  Lake. 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  readers  of  this  sketch  that 
Mr.  Boies  has  led  an  active,  busy  life.  Day  by  day, 
for  forty  years,  his  brain  and  hands  have  been  bus- 
ily and  constantly  employed.  Eor  over  thirty  years 
he  has  owned  and  operated  the  bank,  the  store,  the 
farm,  the  real-estate  investments  and  many  other 
financial  interests,  and  has  given  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  all  these  cares,  and  yet  has  had  time  to  read 
many  books  and  periodicals,  and  keep  w^ell  posted 
on  the  issues  and  topics  of  the  day.  He  has  a  well- 
stocked  library,  and  is  a  lover  of  books,  which  he 
reads  rapidly  and  very  quickly  masters  their  con- 
tents. During  the  busy  years  of  his  life  he  has 
been  blessed  with  good  health  and  a  pleasant  and 
happy  home,  and  has  never  denied  himself  or  fam- 
ily any  reasonable  comfort  or  privilege  for  the  sake 
of  adding  to  his  pecuniary  store.  He  has  traveled 
considerably  with  members  of  his  family,  and  his 
children  have  been  given  liberal  advantages  for 
securing  an  education.  It  has  been  pleasant  for 
him,  notwithstanding  many  cares  and  labors,  to 
meet  people,  to  invite  them  to  his  house,  to  talk 
with  them  of  the  past,  present  and  future,  and  to 
contribute  his  quota  to  the  general  enjoyment  and 
welfare  of  the  community. 
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^^  LARENCE  E.  JUDSON,  telegraph  operator 
(if  ^-^  and  Station  Agent  at  Lenawee  Junction,  is 
^^^  comparatively  a  young  man,  being  born  in 
Raisin  Township,  this  county,  Eeb.  4,  1850.  He  is 
the  eldest  son  of  Lucius  V.  and  Mary  0.  (Horton) 
Judson.  The  early  education  of  Mr.  Judson  was 
conducted  in  the  district  school,  and  advanced  by 
attendance  at  Raisin  Valle}^  Seminary  and  Adrian 
College,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  com- 
menced teaching. 

In  1870  Mr.  Judson  came  to  Lenawee  Junction, 
where  he  began  operating  the  telegraph,  and  at  once 
evinced  a  peculiar  adaptation  to  this  business.  In 
the  winter  of  1872  he  migrated  to  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
and  e»tered  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad 
Compan}^  at  that  point,  from  which  he  was  trans- 
ferred in  the  summer  of  1873,  to  White  Pigeon,  and 
from  there  to  Lenawee  Junction,  where  he  was  given 
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full  charge  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  station,  and 
has  since  remained  in  the  employ  of  that  great  cor- 
poration. 

Mr.  Judson,  in  1875,  when  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  having  laid  by  something  for  a  rainy  day, 
w^as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  E.  Calk- 
ins. Mrs.  Judson  was  born  in  Palmyra  Township, 
this  county,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Lorentus  and 
Sophia  (Hollister)  Calkins  (see  sketch.)  She  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  and  remained  a  mem- 
ber of  the  parental  household  until  her  marriage. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  l)een  born 
two  children:  Glenn  M.,  Jan.  20,  1879,  and  Linn 
C,  July  15,  1887. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judson  occupy  a  tasteful  and  com- 
modious frame  dwelling  near  the  Junction,  which  is 
finished  and  furnished  in  modern  style,  and  as  a 
home,  is  complete  in  all  its  surroundings.  J\lr.  Jud- 
son mixes  very  little  in  public  affairs,  but  when  elec- 
tion season  comes  around,  votes  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 


^w)EREMIAH  WILSEY,  who  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  his  entire  life,  is  the 
possessor  of  a  neat  homestead  on  section  26 
in  Woodstock  Township,  to  which  he  has 
given  his  close  attention  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  is  carrying  on  the  pursuit  with  which  he 
has  been  familiar  since  his  earliest  recollection. 
The  son  of  one  of  Michigan's  early  pioneers,  he  was 
born  in  Woodstock  Township,  June  17,  1839,  and 
has  a  vivid  recollection  of  many  of  the  scenes  and 
incidents  of  life  in  a  new  settlement.  Being  in  no- 
wise behind  the  youths  of  his  day  in  the  laudable  am- 
bition of  becoming  an  independent  land-owner, 
able  to  sit  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tiee,  he  has 
^y  y<^a,rs  of  industrious  labor  realized  a  part,  at  least, 
of  his  early  ambitiens.  His  farm  with  its  improve- 
ments is  highly  creditable  t<j  him,  both  as  an  agri- 
culturist and  a  member  of  a  progressive  com munit3\ 
In  reverting  to  the  family  history  of  our  subject, 
we  find  that  his  father,  also  Jeremiah  Wilsey,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  15,  1801,  and 
was  the  son  of  Henry  and  Sabrina  Wilsey,  the  for- 


mer a  farmer  by  occupation.  When  Jeremiah,  Sr., 
was  five  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Troy,  Bradford  Co.,  Fa.,  where  he  resided 
until  he  was  thirty-one  years  old.  In  the  fall  of 
1832  he  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  purchased  a  quarter 
section  of  land  in  Huron  Count}^,  which  he  sold 
four  years  later,  and  in  January,  1837,  came  to  this 
county  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  new  land  in 
Woodstock  Township.  This  property  he  disposed 
of  in  the  spring  of  1848,  and  purchased  a  quarter 
section  of  new  land  not  far  from  the  old.  This 
latter  tract  lay  along  the  old  Territorial  road,  and 
Mr.  Wilsey  put  up  good  buildings  and  distinguished 
himself  both  as  a  solid  farmer  and  a  useful  man  in 
the  township.  His  last  residence  was  located  upon 
the  north  side  of  the  road  spoken  of,  and  from  the 
front  door  can  be  seen  two-thirds  of  the  lake.  He 
made  a  comfortable  and  pleasant  home  of  his  lake- 
shore  farm,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  9th  of  April,  1876. 

Jeremiah  Wilsey,  Sr.,  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Martha  Baxter,  of  Troy,  Pa.,  who 
died  in  1829.  She  left  two  children,  Martha  and 
Jeshuron,  both  now  deceased,  the  former,  Mrs. 
John  Gates,  dying  when  about  forty  years  of  age,  in 
Clinton  Township.,  and  the  latter  when  twenty-one. 
Mr.  Wilsey,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1830,  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Betsc}'  (Sanders)  Lucas,  widow  of  George 
Lucas,  and  daughter  of  Loudwdck  and  Mary  San- 
ders, by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  The  eldest, 
Jane,  is  now  the  widow  of  Ira  Reynolds,  and  lives 
in  Fremont,  Neb.;  Eliza  married  James  Parkhurst^ 
of  Woodstock,  who  is  now  deceased;  Betsey,  Mrs. 
Henry  W.  Kane,  is  a  resident  of  Woodstock;  Ann, 
the  wife  of  Lyman  GriflOth,  died  in  Fremont,  Neb., 
Sept.  11,  1873;  Jeremiah  of  our  sketch  was  the  fifth 
child;  Henry,  during  the  late  war,  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  Company  I  of  the  old  4th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, was  captvu'ed  by  the  rebels  at  Gettysburg, 
and  died  in  prison  in  18G4;  William  is  carrying  on 
farming  in  Woodstock  Township.  Mrs.  Betsey 
Wilsey  was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield,  Pa.,  Dec.  22, 
1805,  and  removed  with  her  parents  to  Ovid,*Sen- 
ecji  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  her  mother  died  in  1840,  aged 
fifty-two  years.  Her  father  subsequently  came  to 
this  county  and  died  in  VYoodstock  Township,  Aug. 
29,  I  859,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
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Mrs.  Wilsey  was  married  to  her  first  husband,  George 
Lucas,  Dec.  9, 1827,  and  by  him  became  the  mother 
of  one  child,  a  son,  Isaiah,  who  was  born  in  Ovid, 
N.  Y.,and  is  now  farming  in  Woodstock  Township. 
Mrs.  Wilsey  died  at  her  home  on  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1885.  . 

The  subject  of  this  record  assisted  his  father  m 
building  up  the  primitive  homestead,  and  was 
married"  April  30,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Babcock,who 
was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  June  18,  1849. 
Her  parents,  Harry  and  Calista  D.  (Fordham)  Bab- 
cock,  were  natives  respectively  of  Rensselaer  and 
Genesee  Counties  in  the  same  State.  Iler  father 
was  born  Jan.  14,  1815,  and  is  still  living,  a  resident 
of  Branch  County,  this  State.  He  was  the  son  of 
Reuben  Babcock,  who  died  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  at  the  age  of  eighty -seven  years.  Mrs.  Calista 
Babcock  was  born  Nov.  21,  1818,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Betsy  (Blodgett)  Ford- 
ham.  She  departed  this  life  in  Jackson  County, 
this  State,  about  1875,  when  fifty-seven  years  of 
age.  The  maternal  great-grandparents  of  the  wife 
of  our  subject  were  Isaiah  and  Margaret  Blodgett, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilsey,  five  in  number,  all  living  at  home, 
were  born  as  follows:  May  D.,  July  24,  1873;  Hugh 
H.,  Sept.  27,  1875:  Ina  B.,  Feb.  9,  1878;  Grace  E., 
Sept.  25,  1884,  and  Lucy  A.,  June  3,  1887. 

Mr.  Wilsey  was  about  twenty-two  years  of  age 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rel)ellion,  and  not  long 
after  the  first  call  for  troops,  enlisted  in  Company  I. 
4th  Michigan  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
J.  D.  Slocum.  The  regiment  was  detailed  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  young  Wilsey  during 
his  service  of  three  years  and  nine  months  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  important  battles  of  the  war. 
He  was  captured  by  the  rebels  at  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg, and  lay  in  prison  at  Belle  Isle  and  Ander- 
sonville,  for  twenty-one  months.  After  being 
paroled,  he  was  mustered  out  in  Detroit  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  enlistment.  He  experienced 
many  hairbreadth  escapes  and  endured  witli  manly 
courage  the  vicissitudes  and  hardships  of  life  in  the 
army,  many  of  which  are  still  unwritten  and  untold. 
Upon  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Wilsey 
farmed  with  his  father  until  1868,  and  then  removed 
r    to  his  present  homestead,  where  he  has  effected  great 


improvements.  The  land  had  been  indifferently 
cultivated,  and  the  buildings  were  of  the  rudest  de- 
scription. Mr.  Wilsey  put  up  the  present  dwelling 
and  barn,  besides  adding  the  other  structures  neces- 
sary for  the  shelter  of  stock,  and  has  been  uniformly 
prosperous  in  his  struggle  with  the  soil.  He  takes  lit- 
tie  part  in  politics  further  than  voting  the  straight 
Republican  ticket  and  keeping  himself  posted  upon 
matters  of  general  interest. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  in.this  section 
of  country,  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  on  another 
page  of  this  Album  a  view  of  Mr.W^ilsey's  homestead. 

_ ^^ ^ 
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c*^UGUSTUS   BEDELL   is  a  progressive  gen- 
^01    eral   farmer  now^  living  on  section   29   of 

.riii  Cambridge  Township,  where  he  has  lived 
i^l  for  the  last  thirty-four  years.  He  came  to 
this  county  in  1851,  but  for  about  four  years  made 
his  home  in  Tecumseh  Township.  He  is  a  native 
of  Newton  Township,  Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he 
was  born  May  1,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
Bedell,  a  native  of  the  same  State.  His  grand- 
father, Abraham  Bedell,  was  a  native  of  France, 
and  came  to  this  country  with  the  French  troops 
when  a  young  man  under  Gen.  D'Estaing,  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  finally  settled  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.,  where  he  married  Polly  Osborne, 
and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life. 

Jacob  Bedell  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
on  attaining  manhood  became  a  brickmason.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Ohout,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  that  Mme  county.  When 
Augustus  was  about  three  and  one-half  years  old 
his  mother  fell  from  the  top  of  a  flight  of  stairs, 
and  was  killed.  Jacob  Bedell  was  a  private  soldier 
in  the  United  States  army  during  the  War  of  1812^ 
and  was  for  a  long  time  stationed  at  Sandy  Hook, 
N.  J.  He  died  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1876, 
having  attained  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  He 
had  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife  leaving  him 
three  children,  and  the  last  one,  Augustus.  The 
latter  was  left  an  orphan  at  a  very  early  age,  com- 
mencing life  for  himself  while  quite  young  by  w^ork- 
ing  for  various  farmers  around  them. 

While  still  a  single  man  Augustus  Bedell  came 
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to  Michigan,  and  in  1854  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Adenia  Onsted,  who  was  born  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.,  Dec.  4,  1<S24,  and  who  had  come  to 
Michigan  in  1836  with  her  parents,  John  and  Ann 
(Mines)  Onsted,  who  both  died  in  Cambridge 
Township,  having  passed  their  threescore  and  ten 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedell  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Edith  A.,  wife  of  John  Watters,  formerly  of 
Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  but  who  now  resides  on 
the  Bedell  homestead.  They  have  two  children — 
Vevia  M.  and  Lelia  B. 

When  Mr.  Bedell  came  to  this  place  it  was  en- 
tirely unimproved,  but  by  labor  and  perseverance, 
united  with  considerable  business  tact,  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  buikling  up  a  fine  place  where  he  can 
pass  tlie  remainder  of  his  days  in  comfort.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  their  daily  conduct  exem- 
plify a  Christian  life.  Mr.  B.  is  in  politics  a  Repub- 
lican, although  not  unwisely  partisan. 

I  MLLIAM  WIL8EY,  son  of  one  of  tiie  well- 
\jqJ//  known  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  culti- 
\^/^  vates  120  acres  of  good  land  on  sections  2G 
and  27,  in  Woodstock  Township,  and  in  point  of 
enterprise  and  industry  is  equal  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  which  has  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  this  section  since  Michigan  was  a 
Territory.  He  was  born  in  Woodstock  Township 
on  the  20th  of  April,  1844,  and  has  remained 
almost  constantly  among  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth. 

Jeremiah  Wilsey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  15,  1801, 
and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Bradford  County, 
Pa.,  when  a  child  five  years  of  age.  After  he  had 
become  a  man  of  thirty  years  he  went  into  Huron 
County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  in  January,  1837, 
migrated  to  Michigan,  which  had  just  then  been 
transformed  from  a  Territory  into  a  State.  He 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Woodstock  Township, 
and  remained  a  resident  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  9,  1876.  A  more  extended  notice 
of  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  will  be   found  in 
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the  sketch  of  his  brother,  Jeremiah  Wilsey,  on 
another  page  in  this  Album. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Betsey  Sanders,  was  first  married  to  George 
Lucas,  and  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Isaiah, 
who  was  born  in  Ovid,  N.  Y.,and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  farmers  of  Woodstock  Township.  She 
was  the  second  wife  of  Jeremiah  Wilsey,  to  whom 
she  was  married  on  the  4th  of  March,  1830,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  who 
were  named  respectively,  Jane,  Eliza,  Betsey,  Ann, 
Jeremiah,  Henry  and  William.  Mrs.  Betsey  Wilsey 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  born  in  Middle 
Smithfield,  Dec.  22,  1805.  Her  father,  Loud  wick 
Sanders,  removed  first  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
where  the  mother  died,  and  subsequently  he  came 
to  this  county  and  died  in  Woodstock  Township, 
Aug.  29,  1859,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
Mrs.  Betsey  Wilsey  died  at  the  home  place  Jan.  6, 
1885,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  her  age. 

William  Wilsey  continued  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  then 
started  out  for  himself.  To  himself  and  his  brother 
had  been  given  the  old  homestead,  eighty  acres  each, 
and  William  subsequently^  added  to  his  portion 
until  he  now  has  130  acres  of  valuable  land  all  in  a 
body,  and  he  has  one  of  the  best  barns  in  the 
county,  erected  in  1884,  at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  It 
covers  an  area  of  65x40  feet,  and  is  twenty-five 
feet  in  height,  besides  having  a  basement  ten  feet 
in  heighth.  His  course  as  a  farmer  has  been  char- 
acterized by  skill  and  thoroughness,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  he  has  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  fer- 
tile tracts  of  land  in  the  county.  On  another  page 
of  this  volume  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Wilsey's 
residence  with  its  surroundings.  Our  subject  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant,  and 
although  meddling  very  little  with  politics  uses  his 
infiuence  in  support  of  the  Republican  party. 

James  A.  Parkhurst,  the  husband  of  our  subject's 
sister  Eliza,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
mechanic  of  no  small  skill.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier,  serving 
three  years.  He  came  out  safely  from  the  conflict, 
and  died  at  liis  home  in  Woodstock  Township  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1876,  leaving  a  widow  and 
three  children.     Mrs.  Parkhurst  presides  abl}^  over 
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the  clomesti(3  affairs  of  her  brotlier.  Her  children 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Jennie  E.  Avas  born  July 
7,  1865,  and  married  Thoiiias  Marr,  and  they  live 
with  Mrs.  Parlduirst;  Betsey  W.  was  born  April  20, 
1871;  and  Henry  R.,  April  5,  1873.  They  are  at 
home  with  their  mother. 


=^^REDERICK  BAY,  the  present  Supervisor 
l-^g)  of  Ogden  Township,  was  born  in  the  town- 
j^  ship  in  which  he  resides  on  the  12th  of 
February,  1843.  He  is  the  son  of  Daniel  Bay,  who 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  attended 
school  in  that  country  quite  steadily  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoe- 
maker, and  at  the  age  of  twenty  joined  the  army,  in 
which  he  served  eight  years.  During  that  time  he 
improved  his  opportunities  for  study,  and  acquired 
a  good  education. 

In  1832  Daniel  Bay  came  to  America,  accompa- 
nied by  his  wife  and  two  children,  and  landed  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  September  of  that  year,  where 
they  remained  during  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of 
1833  they  started  for  the  Northw^est  Territory, 
traveling  with  a  hired  team  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
then  by  sailboat  to  Monroe,  wdience  they  came  by 
team  to  Lenawee  County,  and  arrived  at  Blissfield 
on  the  6th  of  May  of  that  year.  Upon  his  arrival 
at  his  destination  he  was  $15  in  debt,  but  he  located 
near  Blissfield  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  he 
discharged  his  obligations.  In  1835  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  on  section  11  of  what  is  now 
Ogden  Township,  at  $4  per  acre,  on  which  he  built 
a  log  house  and  cleared  two  and  one-half  acres,  and 
then  secured  employment  with  the  Erie  &  Kalama- 
zoo Railroad  Company  in  order  to  obtain  money 
to  pay  for  his  land.  He  worked  two  seasons  for 
this  company,  clearing  the  timber  from  land  for  a 
roadway,  but  the  last  payment  wdiich  was  made  to 
him  was  in  money  which  proved  to  be  worthless 
when  he  attempted  to  use  it  in  making  a  payment 
on  his  land,  for  it  was  what  was  known  as  "  wild- 
cat" money.  He  did  not  give  up  or  become  dis- 
couraged, but  persevered  until  he  paid  for  his  land, 
and  added  thereto  until  he  secured  1 60  acres,  nearly 
100  acres  of  which  were  cleared  and  equipped  with 


good  frame  buildings.  He  died  on  the  homestead 
on  the  nth  of  February,  1877.  During  a  great 
many  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  being  among  the  very 
first  to  join  that  church  in  Ogden  Township,  and 
assisted  very  materially  in  building  the  house  in 
wliich  services  were  held.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 

The    mother  of   the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
Catherine    Biddle,   also   a   native  of   Wurtemberg, 
and  she  died  on  the  homestead  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty -two  years.     All  her  life 
she    w^as  strong   and  robust  in  health,  industrious, 
and  of  good  judgment,  and  oft-times  walked  from 
her  home   to   Adrian,  twelve  miles  distant,  with  a 
package  in  each   hand  and   one  on  her  head ;  while 
during  the  seasons  her  husband   w^as  at  work  on  the 
railroad,  she  would  take  her  children  and  visit  the 
neighbors   and    wash   and  do  other  work  by   which 
she   supported  the  family,   thus  enabling  the   hus- 
band's earnings  to  be  saved  for  the  payment  of  the 
lands.     They  had   seven  children  who  grew  up  to 
man  and  womanhood,  recorded  as  follows:     Caleb 
lived   in   Baltimore,   Md.,   and  served  in   both  the 
M  exican  War  and  the  war  of  the  Rebellion ;  he  was 
present  at  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  Jacob 
went  to  California  in   1852,  and  served  in  the  late 
war  in  the  4th  California  Infantry,  and  while  in  the 
service  he  w^as  killed  by  the  Indians;  Sophia  resides 
with   the   subject  of   this  sketch ;  Barbara  married 
Clark  Boone,  and  died  in  Blissfield ;   Daniel  lives  in 
Ogden  Towaiship;  Frederick  is  the  subject  of  this 
notice;  William  lives  on  the  old  homestead.    Caleb 
and  Jacob  were  born  in  Germany,  and  the  others  in 
Ogden  Township. 

Frederick  Bay  was  next  to  the  youngest  child 
in  the  family,  and  in  his  youth  attended  the  district 
schools  and  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  his  farm 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  On  the  16th  of 
April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Adrian  Cadets,  Com- 
pany K,  1st  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  the  first 
person  in  Ogden  Township  to  enlist.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  details  of 
which  are  familiar  to  every  reader  of  the  opening 
events  of  the  war.  At  Alexandria,  Va.,  he  partook 
of  poisoned  provision,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
suffers  to  this  day.     He  was  discharged  at  the  end 
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of  three  iiioiiths,  the  term  of  service  for  which  his 
regiment  enlisted,  and  returned  home,  but  on  the 
29th  of  July,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  18th 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  field  of  his  operations  being  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Receiving  his 
discharge  from  the  army  on  the  11th  of  July,  1865, 
he  retuiMied  home,  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage,  a  year  later.  He  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Ogden  Township,  on 
which  he  resided  until  1872,  and  then  disposed  of 
it  and  purchased  125  acres  on  the  same  section, 
where  he  now  resides. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1866,  Mr.  Bay  was 
married  to  Athaleen  Bradley,  who  was  born  in 
Franklin  Township,  Lenawee  County,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Almira  Bradley,  pioneer 
settlers  of  Franklin  Township.  She  died  in  1872, 
leaving  one  child,  named  Lora.  His  second  mnr- 
riage  occurred  Oct.  27,  1874,  with  Eleanor  E. 
Farr,  who  was  born  on  the  16th  of  May,  1855, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Sylvester  and  Julia  Farr, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Their  family  consists 
of  five  children— Alena  A.,  Marion  E.,  Eleanor  E., 
Frederick  B.  and  Ethelbert  S. 

Mr.  Bay  has  always  acted  wdth  the  Liepublican 
party,  to  which  he  is  loyal,  both  with  his  ballot  and 
in  devotion  to  his  principles.  He  has  served  four 
terms  in  the  responsible  office  of  Township  Super- 
visor, and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
office  has   given  universal  satisfaction. 


^^[^^DWIN  DRIGGS  is  one  of  the  most  energetic 
and  enterprising  men  of  Palmyra  Township, 
md  can  truly  be  termed  a  ^^rustler"  in  busi- 
ness. He  is  a  breeder  of  full-blood  Hereford  cat- 
tle and  Ilambletonian  horses,  and  resides  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Palmyra.  He  was  born  in  Elyria,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1834.  His  pa^ 
ternal  grandfather,  Elisha  Driggs,  was  born  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1760,  and  by  trade  was  a  tanner 
and  shoemaker.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Ft.  Meigs, 
July  2,  1813. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Driggs,   was 


l)orn  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1800,  and 
was  a  drummer  boy  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
present  at  Ft.  Meigs  when  his  father  was  killed.  He 
was  reared  to  farming  and  removed  from  New 
York  State  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  in  1833,  and 
settled  in  Elyria  Township,  where  he  purchased 
timber  land  from  the  Government  and  erected  a 
log  house,  in  which  the  family  lived  for  some  time. 
He  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  here  and 
erected  a  good  frame  building  in  1844,  in  which  he 
lived  until  1863,  in  which  year  he  sold  the  farm 
and  came  to  Rome,  this  county.  Here  he  bought 
a  farm  upon  which  he  resided  until  1881,  and  then 
removed  to  Adrian,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his 
death,  in  July,  1883.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Cornelia  Pierson, 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Betsy  Pierson.  She  died  in  the  city  of  Adrian,  Oct. 
30,  1879.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
namely:  William,  who  lives  in  Elyria;  Edwin,  our 
subject ;  John,  of  Kalamazoo  County  ;  Cornelia  Small, 
who  resides  in  Reading,  Hillsdale  County,  and 
Charity  C,  who  died  in  Adrian. 

Our  subject,  the  second  child  of  the  family,  was 
reared  upon  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  Quite  early  in  life  he  became  interested 
in  live  stock,  and  when  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
he  started  with  a  drove  of  horses  for  Chicago.  On 
his  way  to  that  city  he  stopped  at  the  ''tavern,"  in 
Palmyra,  then  known  as  the  Pomeroy  House,  and 
while  there  said  that  if  he  ever  bought  a  farm  in 
Michigan,  he  w^ould  buy  the  one  on  which  the  house 
was  located.  This  promise  of  his  was  made  good 
twenty  years  later,  when  he  came  to  this  State  and 
purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns.  His  first 
venture  as  a  stock-raiser  was  with  Short-horn  cattle, 
and  in  1860  he  exhibited  the  first  herd  of  this  breed 
ever  shown  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  same  year  he 
exhibited  this  herd  at  Detroit  and  also  a  herd  of 
Herefords  belonging  to  Mr.  Thomas  Aston,  of  Lo- 
rain County,  Ohio,  which  was  the  first  herd  of  this 
stock  ever  placed  upon  exhibition  in  the  United 
States. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  company  with 
three  others,  Mr.  Driggs  engaged  in  buying  horses 
for  the  Government.  He  also  contracted  to  fur- 
nish meat  for  the  soldiers  in  Ohio  and  the  prisoners 
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confined  on  Johnson  Island.  During  three  ye-'irsof 
the  war  he  was  a  member  of  a  company  of  Home  l 
Guards,  of  which  he  was  Captain  for  a  consideral)k^ 
length  of  time.  This  was  called  into  active  service  i 
at  the  time  John  Morgan  made  his  raid  into  In- 
diaua  and  Ohio,  and  assisted  materially  in  his 
capture. 

In  1866  Mr.  Driggs  removed  from  Ohio  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Adrian,  wliere  he  (mgaged  in 
buying  and  selling  stock.  In  1874  he  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  hves,  and  which  com- 
prises 245  acres  of  valuable  land.  Be  keeps  over 
100  head  of  the  finest  full-blood  Ilerefords,  which 
he  has  exhibited  at  nine  different  fairs.  He  also 
has  superior  Hambletonian  horses,  thoroughbred 
Suffolk  hogs  and  full-blood  fowls  of  several 
varieties. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1866,  JMr.  Driggs  married 
Miss  Maggie  Hastings,  a  native  of  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  and  who  vvas  born  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1847.  Mrs.  Driggs  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Maggie  (Johnson)  Hastings,  and  remained  at  home 
with  her  parents  until  womanhood,  receiving  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  the  common  schools,  and  being 
accredited  an  unusually  bright  and  studious  pui)il. 
In  the  material  affairs  of  life,  since  marriage,  she 
has  ably  seconded  the  efforts  of  her  husband,  and  to 
her  is  largely  due  the  successes  which  have  been 
attained.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Driggs  have  been  born 
five  children,  who  have  inherited  principles  of  in- 
tegrity and  industry  from  their  father,  and  the  vir- 
tues which  have  distinguished  the  mother.  They 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Hugh  H.  was  born  Nov.  25, 
1867;  Charles  E.,  May  31,  1870;  Harry  A.,  July 
13,  1872;  Oracle  B.,  April  6,  1876,  and  Carl  L., 
Nov.  23,  1887.  Mr.  Driggs  is  a  Democrat,  politi- 
cally, and  his  estimable  lady  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 


■^RASTUS  BROCKWAY,   who  departed    this 

life   April  18,  1881,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 

_  of  Ogden  Township,  to  which  he  came  when 

1    Michigan  was  a  Territory.       He  was   born   in  the 

Y   State  of  New  York,  on   the   13th  of    April,  1802. 


His  first  ;uicestor  in  America  was  Watson  Brock- 
way,  who  settled  in  Lyme,  Conn.  There  were  sub- 
sequently three  William  Brockways,  the  third  being 
the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
he  lived  and  died  in  Eyme,  Conn.  The  father  of 
Erastus  and  one  brother  emigrated  to  New  York 
State  in  1788,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Lima, 
Livingston  County. 

Erastus  Brockway  was  reared  in  his  native  State, 
and  when  a  young  man  moved  to  Ohio  and  located 
in  Erie  County,  where  he  resided  until  1835,  then 
started  for  tlie  Territory  of  Michigan.  He  made 
his  way  into  the  wilderness,  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  Ogden  Township,  this  county,  where  he  en- 
tered eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government, 
which  is  the  same  upon  which  his  widow  now  lives. 
It  was  then  covered  with  a  dense  forest  of  heavy 
tindjer,  and  the  country  was  inhabited  by  deer, 
wolves,  wild  turkey  and  other  game.  Mr.  Brock- 
way  erected  a  log  house  on  this  land,  and  for  the 
construction  of  a  roof  used  basswood  bark.  A 
considerable  time  before  his  death  he  put  up  a 
frame  residence  for  the  comfort  of  his  family  and 
good  barns,  and  other  out-buildings  for  the  do- 
mestic animals  with  which  he  stocked  the  farm. 

Mr.  Brockway  was  married  three  times.  His 
first  wife  was  Mary  Cowell,  who  died  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1845.  The  second  marriage  occurred  Dec. 
11,  1845,  with  Sally  Ann  Teeple,  who  was  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  on  the  29th  of 
July,  1851;  his  third  marriage  was  in  1852,  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Teeple,  sister  of  his  second  wife. 
The  first  children  are  recorded  as  follows :  Clark 
was  born  June  23,  1831,  and  died  October  12 
following;  Oliver  W.  was  born  May  5,  1833,  served 
in  the  18th  Regiment,  Michigan  Volunteers,  and 
died  in  Andersonville  Prison,  March  22,  1864; 
Martin  B.,  who  was  born  near  Petersburg,  this  State, 
served  in  the  4th  Regiment,  Michigan  Volunteers, 
and  was  a  prisoner  of  war  twenty-one  months,  the 
oreater  part  of  the  time  in  Andersonville.  Bessie 
married  James  Gilliland,  and  lives  in  Adrian; 
Mathew  M.  served  in  the  15th  Ohio  Regiment,  lost 
a  limb  while  in  the  army,  and  now  lives  in  Ogden 
Township.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were 
three  children:  William  S.,  of  Ogden  Township; 
Norman  C,  who  lives   in  Montana  Territory,  and 
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Erastiis,  Jr.     By  the  third   marriage  there   was  one 
child,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Erastns  Brock wajs  Jr.,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  with  his  stepmother,  was  born  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1851,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm.  He 
was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Loetta  Luke,  who  was 
born  in  Ogden  Township,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  C.  Luke.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been 
born  two  children — Lucien  and  Pearly.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Brockway  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  2()th  of  February,  1813.  Her  father,  Peter 
Teeple,  a  native  of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  his  father,  Henry 
Teeple,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  latter  was  an  early  settler  in  Genesee  County, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years.  Mrs.  Brockway 's 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his 
life  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  Her  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Murphy,  and  she  was  born  either 
in  New  York  or  New  Jersey,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  Murphy,  a  farmer.  She  also  died  in 
Seneca  County.  Mrs.  Brockway  was  the  oldest  of 
a  large  family  of  children.  She  went  to  Waukegan 
in  1849  with  a  married  sister;  in  1851  she  came 
to  Michigan,  and  was  married  to  Erastus  Brockway, 
Sr.,  the  following  year.  She  has  thus  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  State  for  a  period  of  thirty- seven 
years. 
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^OHN  A.  BENNETT.  Among  the  worthy 
and  well-known  citizens  of  Cambridge  Town- 
ship, there  are  probably  none  who  stand  in 
(^7/  higher  estimation  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  Having  first  located  here 
in  October,  1853,  he  has  made  this  his  home  for 
more  than  thirty-four  years.  His  residence  is  on 
section  32,  where  he  has  some  eighty  acres  of  land, 
all  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  which  has  been  in  his  possession  since 
1866. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  a  native  of  Scioto  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  March  17,  1830.  His  father.  Rev. 
Moses^Bennett,  a  native  of  York  State,  was  a  min- 
ister in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  married  while 
a  resident  of  the  Empire   State  to  Miss  Elizabeth 


Winkler.  Shortly  after  this,  INlr.  Bennett  and  his 
yonng  wife  removed  to  Scioto  County,  Ohio^ 
among  the  very  first  who  settled  in  that  localit}^ 
Tliere  he  came  to  spread  the  tidings  of  the  Gospel 
and  labor  in  the  work  of  the  Master.  He  endured 
all  the  experiences  of  the  pioneer  preacher,  work- 
ing all  the  week  in  the  field  for  a  maintenance  for 
himself  and  his  family,  and  then  walking  often  a 
long  distance  to  preach  on  the  Sabbath  in  school- 
houses  or  private  dwellings.  In  October,  1835,  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  the  then  unbroken 
timber  of  the  township  of  Rollin,  and  in  a  short 
time  was  re-established  in  his  work  as  local  preacher. 
He  helped  to  organize  the  first  Baptist  Church  in 
Rollin  Township,  and  was  the  incumbent  of  the  pul- 
pit for  some  time.  Here  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  3,  1844,  when  he 
was  fifty-seven  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  prominent  among  those  who  so 
largely  contributed  to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel 
in  this  portion  of  Michigan.  His  unceasing  labors 
for  many  long  years  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  and 
his  humble  piety  and  Christian  walk  in  life,  en- 
deared him  to  the  thousands  who  from  time  to  time 
listened  to  his  discourses  and  fervent  prayers  as  he 
told  the  story  of  the  Cross,  and  pointed  their  way- 
ward feet  to  the  realms  of  eternal  bliss.  His  widow 
survived  him,  and  after  living  many  years  as  the 
wife  of  John  Greenleaf,  on  May  10,  1877,  passed 
to  her  home  above.  Her  death  occurred  at  her 
son's  house  in  Greenville,  Montcalm  Co.,  Mich. 

John  A.  Bennett  is  the  eighth  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters;  four 
sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  living,  all  being 
married,  with  their  families  around  them.  The 
subject  of  this  notice  was  but  a  little  child  of  five 
years  when  his  parents  came  to  this  county,  and 
losing  his  father  while  yet  in  early  boyhood, 
since  that  time  he  has  been  compelled  to  earn  his 
own  livelihood.  On  the  28th  of  April,  1853,  in  the 
township  of  Rome,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rhoda  M.  Smith,  a  native  of  the  county  of 
Kent,  England,  where  she  was  born  Feb.  13,  1829, 
and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Read) 
Smith,  both  descendants  of  the  noble  yeomanry  of 
England.  Joseph  Smith  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  followed    that  business    for  many  years  in  the 
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country  of  liis  birth;  but  in  June,  18:37.  not  being 
satisfied  with  the  limited  resources  of  England,  he 
determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  and  fer- 
tile country  on  this  side  of  the  ocean.  Coming 
directly  to  this  county,  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Cam- 
bridge Township,  on  which  some  slight  improve- 
ments had  been  made.  There  he  tilled  the  soil  and 
made  his  home  until  the  20th  of  April,  1861,  when 
he  was  stricken  by  the  hand  of  death  at  the  age  of 
seventy -five  years.  His  estimable  wife  survived  him 
until  Sept.  22,  1865,  when  she  had  attained  nearly 
fourscore  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  although  her  husband  affiliated  with 
the  Church  of  England. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children;  George  E.,  who  married  Helen  E. 
Maxwell,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Rome  Township; 
Eugene  T.,  who  married  Miss  Frances  L.  Thomp- 
son, and  is  also  a  resident  of  Rome  Township; 
Elizabeth  M.,  the  wife  of  Eugene  Turner,  living  in 
Woodstock  Township,  and  J.  William,  who  is  at 
home  assisting  his  father  in  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  are  both  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
society  he  is  a  Deacon  and  has  been  for  some  years. 
A  just,  upright  and  worthy  man,  he  and  his  sons 
endeavor  by  practice  as  well  as  precept  to  influence 
their  friends  and  neighbors  in  all  good  works. 
Though  formerly  affiliating  with  the  Republican 
pn.rty,  they  are  all  now  Prohibitionists. 
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ENJAMIN  KELLEY.  It  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  present  to  his  many  friends  a 
brief  biography  of  Benjamin  Kelley,  one 
who  has  done  much  to  benefit  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  to  promote  the  interests  of  Lenawee 
County.  Although  Mr.  Kelley  has  passed  most 
of  his  life  in  Michigan,  he  is  of  New  England  origin, 
having  been  born  in  Sidney,  Kennebec  Co.,  Me., 
vSept.  7,  1823.  His  parents,  Libni' and  Deborah 
(Estes)  Kelley,  were  also  natives  of  Maine,  whence 
they  removed  a  few^  years  after  their  marriage 
to  Wheatland,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a  few  years 
later  to  Lenawx^e  County,  this  State.     Mr.  Kelley 


located  ori  section  23,  Raisin  Township,  where  he 
has  been  very  succesvsful,  and  by  perseverance, 
good  judgment  and  wise  management,  has  become 
a  large  landed  proprietor.  He  and  his  wife  are 
now  living  on  their  old  homestead  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  an  honorable  old  age,  and  are  true  exem- 
plars of  the  peaceful  faith  of  the  Quakers,  of  w^hich 
society  they  are  members. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  State.  His  boyhood  and 
early  manhood  were  passed  under  the  home  roof  of 
his  parents,  where  he  received  a  careful  training 
which  well  fitted  him  for  the  active  part  he  was  to 
play  in  after  life.  He  early  showed  good  business 
qualities,  and  applied  them  in  various  ways  with 
good  success.  Mr.  Kelley  svas  united  in  marriage, 
May  23,  1847,  with  Miss  Jane  Malinda  Hoxsie,  in 
Palmyra  Township,  and  to  her  cordial  co-opera- 
tion he  owes  a  large  measure  of  his  success  in  life. 
She  was  born  in  March,  1827,  and  came  with  her 
parents,  John  and  Phebe  (Slade)  Hoxsie,  to  the 
township  of  Palmyra  in  the  year  1834.  Her  father 
was  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer,  owning 
more  than  800  acres  of  land ;  both  parents  are  now 
deceased. 

Mr.  Kelley  now  has  his  home  at  Hollo  way  Sta- 
tion, a  part  of  Raisin  Township,  where  he  has  been 
engaged,  among  other  pursuits,  in  buying  and  sell- 
ing all  kinds  of  stock  since  the  year  1874,  having 
previously  engaged  in  the  same  business  at  Adrian 
and  Tecumseh  since  the  year  1850.  In  this  busi- 
ness he  has  done  much  for  the  county  at  large,  as 
by  his  frankness  and  honorable  dealing  in  every 
business  transaction  he  has  secured  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  who  flock  to  him  to  sell  their  fatted 
animals,  as  he  is  always  ready  to  act  as  the  ''  middle 
man  "  to  accommodate  the  small  stock-raisers  and 
the  extensive  dealers  and  butchers.  Mr.  Kelle}^ 
has  invested  largely  in  real  estate,  having  now  in 
his  possession  235  acres  of  well-improved  land  in 
the  most  productive  part  of  Raisin  Township,  and 
130  acres  of  valuable  land  in  the  township  of 
Ridge  way. 

Our  subject  is  a  very  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising citizen;  his  highest  ambition  is  to  place 
Holloway  Station  in  the  front  rank  of  the  towns  of 
Lenawee  County,  and  he  has  labored  earnestly  to 
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that  end,  sparing  neither  time  nor  money,  building- 
several  houses  and  erecting  a  large  merchandise 
house.  But  the  oft-told  tale  of  misplaced  confidence 
in  other  men  applies  to  Mr.  Kelley,  as  that  enter- 
prise was  on  the  whole  a  failure,  and  he  suffered 
severe  monetary  losses ;  but  to  show  his  confidence 
in  the  future  prosperity  of  HoUowaj^  he  has  erected 
a  beautiful  residence  there. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley  are  worthy  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  Mr.  Kelley  being  an  Elder  in 
the  church.  Their  kindly  manners  and  unostenta- 
tious charities  have  endeared  them  to  the  hearts  of 
the  community.  They  are  childless,  but  this  has 
not  made  them  unmindful  that  the  unfortunate 
have  a  humane  claim  upon  them,  and  they  have 
gladly  opened  their  home  and  their  hearts  to  four 
children,  whom  they  have  fostered  and  educated 
as  their  own.  The  names  of  their  foster-children 
are  Louisa  Milligan,  Zora  Hoxsie,  Madison  Graves 
and  Fanny  G.  Kelley. 

Mr.  Kelley  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  public 
affairs,  and  supports  the  Republican  party  by 
voice  and  vote.  He  has  been  Road  Commissioner 
for  seventeen  years,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
some  time.  When  parents  tell  to  a  future  genera- 
tion the  tales  of  pioneer  heroism,  the  pictured  faces 
of  such  men  as  Mr.  Kelley,  shown  in  this  Alju  m, 
will  be  gazed  upon  with  praiseworthy  pride  and 
regard. 

i)AMES  B.  HOOD.  Among  the  natives  of 
the  Empire  State  who  have  helped  to  build 
up  this  great  commonwealth  of  Michigan, 
none,  we  venture  to  say,  is  more  deserving 
of  notice  than  James  B.  Hood.  He  is  the  son  of 
Robert  M.  and  Lydia  (Lautenschlager)  Hood,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  After  their  marriage  they 
settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y..  which  continued  to 
be  their  place  of  abode  until  their  death.  Here,  in 
the  town  of  Varick,  our  subject  was  born  to  them, 
Sept.  25,  1825,  the  eldest  of  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows: James  B.,  Susan,  Charles  and  Margaret. 

Mr.  Hood  passed  his  youth  in  his  native  county, 
but  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  determined 
to  go  forth  into  the  world  and  fight  life's  battles 
for  himself,  and,  having  chosen  farming  as  the  oc- 


cupation by  whicli  he  could  best  earn  his  daily 
bread,  he  turned  his  face  westward,  and  came  to 
Michigan  as  the  State  where  he  could  most  advan- 
tageously pursue  his  chosen  calling.  The  first  year 
in  this  State  he  spent  in  Wayne  County,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1844  he  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and 
settled  in  the  township  of  Rome,  where  he  lived  for 
seventeen  years.  In  1861,  purchasing  a  farm  in 
Adrian  Township,  he  moved  to  that  place  and  lived 
there  until  the  year  1874.  Then,  conceiving  it  to 
be  for  his  best  interests,  he  sold  liis  possessions  and 
bought  a  farm  in  Madison  Township.  Here  he  has 
made  a  pleasant  home  for  himself  and  family,  pos- 
sessing a  well  ordered  farm  of  eighty-five  acres  of 
land  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  On  another 
page  of  this  work  may  be  seen  a  view  of  Mr.  Hood's 
residence  with  its  surroundings. 

In  these  years  of  toil  Mr.  Hood  has  had  the 
kindl}^  help  and  wise  counsel  of  a  good  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  Rome  Township,  Oct.  8, 
1846.  Her  maiden  name  was  Lourica  Knowles,  and 
she  was  born  in  Romulus,  vSeneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July 
11,  1828.  When  she  was  eight  years  old,  she  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  who  settled  in  Rome 
Township,  and  here  she  lived  until  she  exchanged 
her  parental  home  for  that  of  her  husband.  Her 
parents  were  Hezekiah  and  Anna  (Smith)  Knowles, 
natives  of  New  England.  After  leaving  their  old 
home  they  first  settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
and  from  there,  in  the  year  1836,  they  immigrated 
to  Rome  Township,  this  county,  where  her  father 
died  in  March,  1845;  her  mother  died  in  Adrian 
Township,  April  1 2,  1870.  They  had  nine  children, 
one  boy  and  eight  girls. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hood:  Irving  A.,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Van 
Doren,  and  resides  in  Kansas;  Robert  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucretia  E.  Todd,  resides  in  Adrian; 
Margaret  A.,  the  wife  of  Alfred  T.  Hoag,  and  re- 
siding at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  O.,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Wickham,  and  resides  in  Madison 
Township;  elosephine,  who  died  when  four  years  of 
age,  and  Cora  A.,  the  wife  of  Augustus  H.  Ilseman, 
of  Madison.  Mr.  Hood's  success  in  life  proves  the 
wisdom  of  his  early  choice  of  a  vocation,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  trials  and  cares  attendant  upon  it, 
affords  so  many  pleasant  compensations. 
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111  politics  Mr.  Hood  affiliates  with  the  Dc^no- 
ci-atic  party.  Since  the  removal  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hood  into  this  town,  their  genial  manners,  neigh- 
borly acts  of  kindness  and  undoubted  integrity  of 
character,  have  gained  for  them  the  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  the  community. 


ETER  C.  DeGRAFF,  who  is  a  general 
merchant  in  the  town  of  Palmyra,  was  born 
in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  12th  of 
December,  1841.  His  father,  Cornelius  De 
Graff,  was  born  in  the  ^nie  county,  on  the  22d  of 
April,  1814.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Peter  De 
Graff,  was  of  French  and  German  extraction,  a 
wagon-maker  by  occupation,  and  carried  on  that 
business  in  the  town  of  Old  Paltz,  Ulster  County, 
where  he  lived  and  died. 

Cornelius  De  Graff  learned  the  trade  of  wagon- 
maker  with  his  father,  for  whom  he  worked  until 
after  his  marriage,  and  did  journeyman  work  in 
different  parts  of  the  county  until  1844,  when,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  five  children,  he  started 
for  Michigan,  making  his  journey  via  the  Erie  Ca- 
nal to  Buffalo,  and  by  the  lake  to  Toledo,  and 
from  there  by  rail  to  Palmyra,  this  county,  where 
they  landed  on  the  5th  of  October.  Here  for  two 
or  three  years  Mr.  De  Graff  worked  at  his  trade, 
and  then  was  engaged  for  two  years  as  clerk  in  a 
mercantile  establishment.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
and  thus  continued  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
the  meantime  he  and  his  son  had  purchased  a  farm 
adjoining  the  village,  and  they  carried  on  both 
farm  and  store.  The  father  also  officiated  as  Post- 
master, and  was  otherwise  prominent  in  local  affairs. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  on  the 
nth  of  February,  1836.  The  mother,  formerly 
Miss  Catherine  Van  Wey  (formerly  spelled  Yan- 
W3rah),  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
6th  of  December,  1811.  Her  father,  Henry  Van 
Wey,  also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  settled  in  Palmyra  a  few  years 
later  than  the  De  Graff  family.  Here  he  spent  the 
last  years  of  his  life,  and  passed  away  Oct.  22,  1872. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  maternal  grand- 
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mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  w^as  Elsie 
Freer.  She  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Van  Wey  became  the 
mother  of  five  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  child 
of  his  parents,  and  was  in  his  third  year  when  they 
came  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  attended  the 
village  schools  until  he  was  large  enough  to  assist 
his  father  in  the  store.  In  the  latter  he  remained 
until  1860,  when  he  opened  a  store  of  his  own.  In 
September,  1861,  he  was  married,  and  on  the  27th 
of  December,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  of 
the  7th  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  during  the 
entire  war,  being  discharged  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1865.  His  service  was  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  from  1863  to  1865  he  had  supervision 
of  the  brigade  mail.  During  the  time  he  was  in 
the  army,  his  father  and  his  wife  had  charge  of  his 
business  affairs,  which  they  conducted  successfully. 
In  1868,  in  connection  with  his  father,  he  bought  a 
farm  on  section  22,  in  Palmyra  Township,  and  has 
since  combined  farming  with  mercantile  pursuits, 
while  for  fourteen  years  prior  to  the  Cleveland  ad- 
ministration Mr.  De  Graff  was  Postmaster  at  Pal- 
myra. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Melissa  F.  (H^ill) 
De  Graff,  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  18th  of  March,  1842,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ehbin  S.  and  Caroline  E.  Hill  (see  sketch  of  W.  B. 
Hill).  They  have  had  two  children — Carrie  B.  and 
Deane  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Graff  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  they  are 
liberal  contributors.  Our  subject  is  a  comrade  of 
Corbett  Post  No.  360,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  quite  regu- 
lar in  his  attendance  upon  muster  and  camp  fires. 


LBERT    D.   LAWRENCE,  a    resident    of 
Tecumseh,  Mich.,   hails  from  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  was  born  in  Seneca   Coun- 
_  ty,  Dec.  17,  1845.     Calvin    Lawrence,  his 

father,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  April  15,  1814, 
and  was  by  occupation  a  merchant.  He  married 
Miss  E.  P.,  daughter  of  elohn  Weeks,  Esq.    She  was 
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born  in  New  York,  July  29,  1817,  and  her  marriage 
with  Calvin  Lawrence  was  celebrated  June  14, 
1840. 

After  marriage,  Calvin  Lawrence  and  his  bride 
settled  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Lawrence  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  until  his  removal  to 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in  1848.  He  came  with 
his  family  directly  to  Tecumseh,  and  established 
himself  in  the  dry -goods  business,  carrying  on  a 
thriving  trade  for  many  years.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife,  which  occurred  Aug.  8,  18(55,  Mr.  Law- 
rence disposed  of  his  business,  and  retired  from 
active  life,  living  in  comfort  and  ease  until  his 
death  in  1884.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  five 
children:  Edmond  and  Edgar,  twins,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Charles  A.,  residing  in  Tecumseh  Town- 
ship; Elmira,  deceased,  and  Albert  D. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
Tecumseh,  where  he  attended  the  village  school,  and 
learned  the  tinner's  trade  in  Adrian,  serving  a  regu- 
lar apprenticeship  of  three  years  with  Buck  & 
Farrer,  dealers  in  hardware.  He  continued  in  their 
employ  until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  iie  laid  aside 
all  personal  interests  and  private  inclinations,  to 
answer  the  Government  call  for  more  troops  to  as- 
sist in  suppressing  the  Rebellion.  Our  subject  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  9th  Michigan  Cavalry,  and 
was  sent  to  join  the  w^estern  division  of  the  arm}^ 
stationed  in  Tennessee.  He  took  part  in  Morgan's 
raid,  and  then  crossing  the  mountains  into  East  Ten- 
nessee, he  was  engaged  with  Gen.  Burnside's  army 
in  Tennessee  campaigns  during  the  winter  of  1863- 
64.  Later  he  took  part  in  the  Georgia  raid,  and 
the  second  Morgan  raid.  Then,  under  Gen.  Sher- 
man's command,  he  marched  on  to  Atlanta,  and  af- 
ter the  fall  of  that  city,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the 
Macon  and  Milledgeville  Cross  Roads.  After  a 
fifteen-days  confinement  in  Macon  Prison,  he  was 
sent  to  Andersonville,  wliere  he  was  held  until  the 
arrival  of  Wilson's  army,  when  he  was  taken  to  the 
Florida  coast  and  kept  under  guard  a  few  days. 
After  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee,  he  w^as  sent  in  u, 
boat,  via  Hilton  Head  and  Cape  Hatteras,  to  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  and  from  there  to  Annapolis,  Md. ; 
thence  by  rail  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
honorably  discharged.  Mr.  Lawrence  then  returned 
to  Tecumseh  and   pursued   his  former  occupation, 
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working  in  one  shop,  the  sliop  meantime  changing 
owners  several  times, 

Mr.  Lawrence  was  married,  March  2,  1871,  to 
Miss  Florence  Sanford,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  She 
was  born  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  Sept.  17,  1853,  and  is 
the  only  daughter  of  Henry  and  Laura  (Wells)  San- 
ford, early  settlers  of  Raisin  Township.  Mr.  Law- 
rence is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R..  and  was  elected 
Captain  of  Company  C,  1st  Regiment,  State  Troops, 
which  rank  he  has  held  several  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  are  highly  esteemed  by 
their  neighbors  and  friends,  and  their  neat,  cosy 
home  on  Chicago  street  is  an  attractive  spot  for 
those  wishing  to  be  well  entertained. 

AYDEN  W.  MAYNARD,  a  farmer  residing 
on  section  5,  Dover  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Adrian  Township,  this  county,  and  the  date 
of  his  birth  was  July  20,  1833.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Charlotte  (Merchant)  Maynard,  the 
former  born  in  Connecticut,  Dec.  4,  1798;  the  latter 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  it  is  thought,  Oct.  12, 
1801. 

'  After  their  marriage,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
made  their  home  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y".,  remain- 
ing in  that  city  till  the  fall  of  1*832,  when  Mr.  May- 
nard came  to  Lenawee  Countj^  to  select  a  suitable 
place  to  locate,  as  he  had  decided  to  make  his  home 
in  Michigan.  Fie  finally  selected  Adrian  as  being 
superior  in  some  respects  to  other  places,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1833  his  family  came  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion 32  in  Adrian  Township,  where  the  parents  con- 
tinued to  reside  till  death.  Mr.  Maynard  died  Aug. 
21,  1840,  while  Mrs.  Maynard  survived  the  death 
of  her  husband  many  years,  dying  Jan.  24,  1879. 
They  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them,  and 
were  much  respected  in  the  community  where  they 
made  their  home.  Nine  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  were  born  to  them ;  the  record  of 
the  other  seven  is  as  follows:  Samantha  is  the  wife 
of  Asa  Smith,  of  Adrian  Township;  Susan  is  the 
wife  of  Erastus  Hart,  of  Wisconsin;  Mary  M.  wos 
the  wife  of  Silas  Thompson,  and  died  in  Adrian 
Towaiship  in  May,  1858;  John  O.  married  Caroline 
Hood,  and  lives  in  Adrian  Township;  Hayden  W. ; 
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Albert  Q.  married  Marietta  Willey,  and  lives  in 
Adrian ;  Morton  A.  married  IJora  Brashears,  and 
lives  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Ilayden  W.  Maynard  was  the  lifth  child   of    his 
parents,   and  during    his   boyhood  assisted    in   the 
labors  of  the  farm,  and  attended  the  common  school. 
He  was  thus  employed  until  he  attained  his  major- 
ity, and  he  then  worked  out  until  the  spring  of  1 856, 
when  he  ambitiously  determined  to  go  to  Minnesota   | 
and  secure  some  land  by  pre-emption.     He  accord-    | 
ingly  visited  that  Territory,  and  selected  a  tract  of    ' 
1  GO  acres  of  Government   land   in   Anoka  County, 
which  he  pre-empted  and  resided  on  for  some  years. 
The  soil  was  very  fertile  and  yielded  him  rich  har- 
vests in  return  for  his  labors.      In  the  meantime  he 
returned  to  Michigan  to  marry,  and  thus   secured 
the  much  needed  assistance  of   a  good  wife,   whom 
he  found  in  the  person  of  Lucy  L.  Abbott,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Rome  Township,  March  9,  1859. 
She  was   born  in    Adrian  Township,  Oct.   2,   1835, 
imd  is  the   daughter  of  Theodore  and  Electa  (CMl- 
let)    Abbott.     Mr.    Abbott  was   a   native  of  New 
Ha,mpshire,  and.  was  born  in  1807;  he  died  on    the 
old  home  place   eJune   5,   1868.     Mrs.   Abbott   was 
born  in  Sempronius,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.    Y.,  in    1811  ; 
she  also  died  on  the  home  place  in  Rome  Township, 
Oct.  5,  1858.     They  had  five  children,  of  whom  the 
following   is  the  record:  Lucy  L. ;    Thankful,   the 
wife  of  James  H.  Filkin,  of   Hillsdale  County;  Ed- 
gar,  who  married  Juliette  Dailey,  and   resides    in 
Rome  Township;  John  M.,  who  married  Ida  Shep- 
herd, and   resides  in  Dover  Township,  and    Theo 
W.,  who  married  Delia  Lohr,  and  lives  in   Hudson 
Township. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Maynard  continued  tore- 
side  in  Minnesota  for  five  years,  after  which  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Rome  Township,  in  this 
State.  After  a  two-years  residence  there,  he  came 
to  Dover  Township  in  1863,  which  has  since  been 
nis  home.  His  farm  of  ninety-two  acres  is  one  of 
the  best  in  that  part  of  the  county,  and  his  fine 
brick  residence  is  an  ornament  to  the  township,  as 
may  be  seen  on  examining  a  view  of  Mr.  JMaynard's 
homestead  shown  elsewhere  in  this  Alium.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maynard  have  one  son,  Asa  N. ;  he  mar- 
ried Iza  Sharell,  and  lives  in  Dover  Township. 
During  the  late  Civil  War,  wiien  the  last  call  foi 


volunteers  was  issued,  Mr.  Maynard  was 
but  not  being  able  to  go  in  i)erson,  he  procured  a 
substitute  for  1850.  The  substitute  was  sent  to  De- 
troit, where  he  remained  for  fifteen  days,  when  the 
war  came  to  an  end,  and  he  remained  in  Detroit. 

In  politics  Mr.  Maynard  is  a  firm  Democrat.  He 
has  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  Township  Treas- 
urer for  four  years  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  citi- 
zens. 

\f/  LEWELLYN  HARKNESS.  The  concep- 
I  i®  ^^^^^  which  some  exacting  people  have  of  the 
l|LW  model  country  home  is  amply  carried  out 
in  the  surroundings  of  this  gentleman.  He  resides 
on  a  farm,  the  property  of  his  father,  beautifully 
located  on  section  21,  in  Rollin  Township.  It  em- 
braces 100  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land,  with  a 
fine  residence,  tastefully  constructed,  and  convenient 
barns  and  other  out-buildings,  a  choice  assortment 
of  live  stock,  and  the  various  embellishments  which 
are  naturally  suggested  to  the  individual  of  culti- 
vated tastes  and  ample  means.  One  of  the  attract- 
ive features  is  a  fish-pond,  which  Mr.  H.  proposes 
to  stock  with  carp  and  other  desirable  specimens  of 
the  finny  tribe,  and  which  will  prove  useful  as  well 
as  ornamental. 

Mr.  Harkness  is  a  young  man,  having  been  born 
Feb.  26,  1864.  and  has  spent  all  his  life  in  Rollin 
Township  near  the  place  of  his  birth.  His  father, 
John  U.  Harkness,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  county,  and  was  born  in  Raisin  Township.  He 
is  a  man  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  is  now 
Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  Erlam  College, 
Richmond,  Ind.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  he 
is  a  well-educated  man,  and  has  been  prominent  in 
the  county  for  many  years.  John  IT.  Harkness,  in 
1862,  was  married  to  Charity  C.  Comstock,  a  native 
of  Rollin  Township,  her  birth  having  occurred  on 
the  place  our  subject  now  occupies.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harkness  were  born  three  children — Lina, 
Beulah,  and  Llewellyn,  our  subject.  Lina  and  Beu- 
lah  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  his 
father's  farm,  pursuing  his  early  studies  in  the  dis- 
trict school  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  then  entered 
Adrian  High  School,  where  he  took  a  course  in  the 
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grammar  department,  and  from  there  was  sent  to 
Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  where  he  finished  his  studies. 
Since  that  time  he  has  given  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture, which  he  sensibly  believes  in  making  a 
science.  The  old-fashioned  notion  that  anybody 
can  manage  a  farm,  is  fast  losing  ground  under  the 
enlightenment  of  the  age,  and  we  invariably  find 
that  the  most  successful  men  in  this  line  of  business 
are  men  both  of  intelligence  and  education.  Young 
Harkness,  in  order  that  nothing  should  be  lacking 
to  complete  the  model  homestead,  installed  there, 
at  an  early  stage,  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
young  ladies  of  EoUin  Township,  having  been  mar- 
ried, March  4,  1885,  to  Miss  Susan  L.,  daughter  of 
Amos  R.  and  Elmira  (Beal)  Cole,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Michigan,  respectively,  and  now  residents 
of  Rollin  Township.  (See  sketch  in  another  part  of 
this  Album.) 


-^ 


^^^- 


-^  AMUEL  BRYANT,  a  leading  agriculturist 
of  Dover  Township,  is  of  English  and 
Scotch  descent.  His  father,  John  Brj^ant, 
was  born  in  Leeds,  England,  where  the  first 
twenty- five  years  of  his  life  were  spent,  while  his 
mother,  Margaret  (Watson)  Bryant,  was  born  in 
Perth,  ^Scotland.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  she 
came  with  her  parents,  William  and  Margaret  Wat- 
son, to  America,  where  they  settled  in  Wheatland, 
Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  subsequently  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  settled  in  Huron  County,  where  they 
died. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in  Wheatland, 
N.  Y.,  whence  in  the  fall  of  1836,  with  their  family, 
which  consisted  at  that  time  of  three  children,  they 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Dover  Township, 
on  section  32,  on  a  tract  of  200  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land.  They  continued  to  live  there  until  the 
decease  of  the  father,  which  occurred  March  23, 
1856;  his  widow  survives  at  an  advanced  age. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  the  record:  Samuel,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  William  W.  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  and 
lives  in  Dover  Township;  John  married  Sophronia 
Yedder,  and  lives  in  Seneca  Township;  Margaret  is 
the  widow  of  William  Ashley,  who  died  in  Septem- 

^^B — 


ber,  1879;  she  resides  in  Dover  Township.  Wal- 
lace married  Caroline  Tuttle,  and  lives  in  Seneca 
Township;  Alexander  married  Elizabeth  Holmes, 
and  lives  in  McLean  County,  111. ;  Winfield  S.  is 
married  and  lives  in  Greenwood  County,  Kan.; 
Georg(i  married  Emma  Leacox,  and  lives  in  Dover 
Township;  Charles  T.  married  Hannah  Holmes,  and 
lives  in  McLean  County,  111.,  and  Helen  M.  died 
in  Dover  Township,  when  three  and  one-half  years 
old. 

Samuel  Bryant  was  born  in  Wheatland,  Monroe 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  22,  1833,  and  was  about  three 
years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Lena- 
wee County.  He  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  being  a  lad  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies.  Being  the  eld- 
est son  of  a  farmer,  much  of  the  lighter  work  of  the 
farm  fell  to  his  share,  and  to  satisfy  his  thirst  for 
knowledge  his  studies  were  pursued  by  the  light  of 
a  candle,  or,  more  frequently,  by  the  light  of  a 
hickory  fire,  until  far  into  the  night.  In  this  man- 
ner he  acquired  a  good,  practical  education,  and 
was  engaged  in  teaching  in  various  townships  in 
Lenawee  County,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-four 
years  old,  at  the  dying  request  of  his  father,  and 
assisted  in  putting  up  good  buildings  on  the  old 
homestead.  In  August,  1860,  he  bought  120  acres 
of  partly  improved  land  on  section  2,  Dover  Town- 
ship, and  in  1861  he  took  possession  of  the  farm 
where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Bryant  was  married  in  Medina  Township, 
Oct.  24,  1866,  to  Miss  Helen  M.,  daughter  of  David 
M.  and  Jane  M.  (Wheeler)  Johnson.  Mr.  Johnson 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,and  Mrs.  John- 
son in  Monroe  County,  Mich.  They  first  settled  in 
Macon  Township,  Monroe  County,  whence  they 
removed  to  Fairfield  Township,  Lenawee  County, 
afterward  moving  to  Branch  County,  Mich.,  where 
they  have  since  lived.  They  are  parents  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Helen  M.,  Willis  J.,  Warren  G., 
Flora  A.,  Mertie  B.,  Curtis  P.  and  Stella.  Willis 
died  in  Reading,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  in  April, 
1879,  when  nearly  twenty -seven  years  old;  Warren 
G.  lives  in  Nebraska;  Flora  is  the  wife  of  Leslie 
Squires,  of  Reading,  Mich. ;  Mertie  is  the  wife  of 
Nelson  Buchanan,  of  Reading;  Curtis  F,  married 
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Orpha  Riigg,  and  lives  in  Reading,  while  Stella  lives 
at  home.  Mrs.  Bryant  was  born  in  Macon  Town- 
ship, Monroe  Co.,  Mich.,  Feb.  28,  1848.  She  re- 
ceived a  liberal  edncation  and  before  marriage  was 
snccessfuUy  engaged  in  teaching  in  Branch  and 
I^enawee  Counties.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Bryant 
five  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Elmer  C. 
Stanley,  Clifford,  Grace  and  Alice.  Clifford  died 
in  infancy;  Elmer  C.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Adrian 
High  School. 

Mr.  Bryant  commenced  life  a  poor  man,  his  only 
inheritance  being  his  strong  hands,  willing  heart,  and 
a  large  portion  of  industry  and  determination.  At 
the  beginning  of  his  career  his  pocket-book  was 
empty,  and  the  first  $10  he  earned  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose.  From  this  humble  beginning,  by 
his  patient  industry,  excellent  financial  judgment 
and  good  bnsiness  tact,  he  has  worked  his  way  to 
his  present  prosperous  condition,  being  owner  now 
of  180  acres  of  well-tilled  land,  on  Avhich  he  resides, 
surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  life.  A  view  of 
Mr.  Bryant's  pleasant  homestead  is  presented  on 
another  page  of  this  AuiiLAr  as  representative  of  the 
buildings  of  this  section  of  country.  In  all  his 
labors  he  has  had  the  assistance  of  his  energetic  and 
accomplished  wife,  whose  counsel  he  has  always 
appreciated. 

Mr.  Bryant  has  served  as  Inspector.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican  and  supports  the  principles  of 
that  party  with  fervor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  are 
very  i)leasant  and  agreeable  i)eople,  and  have  hosts 
of  warm  and  devoted  friends.  Their  hospitality  is 
unbounded,  and  their  hearts  ever  respond  to  the 
calls  of  the  needy.  Truly  can  it  be  said  of  them 
^^The  stranger  is  welcome  within  their  gates." 


=^F:0RGE  ANSON  BAKER,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  was  born 
in  Jersey,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  F^'b.  5,  1819. 
1  lis  grandfather,  a  Baptist  preacher,  spent  his  last 
years  in  Canada,  and  there  Elisha  Baker,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born,  reared  and  married.  Dur- 
ing the  AYar  of  1812  he  was  imprisoned  by  the 
1  British,    because    he    ^vould    not   fight   against  the 
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United  States.  He  was  afterward  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  British,  and  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Lake  Champlain.  After  that  he  was  dis- 
charged, and  then  removed  to  Steuben  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  bought  160  acres  of  land  and  died  in 
June,  1819.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  mother 
of  our  subject,  was  Ruth  Amelia  David.  She  was 
l)orn  in  Vermont,  and  went  with  her  parents  to 
Canada.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  re- 
turned to  Vermont,  from  her  home  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  bought  a  small  place  in  Shel- 
burne.  There  she  married  a  second  time  in  1827, 
and  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  then  removed  to 
Michigan,  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Monroe 
County  with  her  children. 

Our  subject  was  only  three  months  old  when  the 
death  of  his  father  occurred,  and  he  remained  with 
his  mother  until  her  second  marriage,  when,  though 
only  in  his  ninth  year,  he  began  earning  his  own 
living.  In  1834  he  accompanied  a  married  sister 
and  her  husband  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
the  winter,  and  came  in  the  summer  of  1835  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  locating  in  Monroe 
County,  Bedford  Township,  which  was  then  in  its 
primitive  wildness.  Indians  still  lingered  there, 
while  deer,  bears,  wild  turkeys,  prairie  chickens, 
and  other  game  were  plentiful.  He  lived  there  un- 
til 1840,  then  returned  to  A'ermont,  going  by  Lake 
Erie  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  Erie  Canal  to  Albany, 
and  from  there  on  foot  to  Salisbury,  Vt.,  where  he 
spent  the  winter.  The  following  summer  he  re- 
traced his  steps  as  far  west  as  Danville,  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  with  a  brother  until  the  next  spring,  and 
then  secured  work  on  a  farm  in  Fitchville,  Huron 
County.  Later  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Richmond  Township,  in  the  same  county,  on  which 
he  built  a  log  house  and  barn,  and  cleared  about 
thirty  acres.  After  living  there  three  years,  he  sold 
out  and  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in  Hunt- 
inoton,  Lorain  County,  upon  which  he  erected  a 
frame  house.  In  1850  he  disposed  of  this  property, 
and  removed  to  London,  where  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business,  keeping  a  general  merchandise 
store  there  one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Monroe 
County,  Mich.,  and  bought  land  in  Bedford,  the 
township  in  which  he  had  first  located  several  years 
previously.     The   land    was    unimproved,     but  he 
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placed  it  under  cultivation,  and  erected  a  good  set 
of  buildings. 

In  the  spring  of  1852,  lured  by  the  accounts  of 
wonderful  fortunes  in  California  awaiting  the  seeker, 
Mr.  Baker  started  for  that  El  Dorado  of  the 
Pacific  Coast,  traveling  across  the  plains.  On  ar- 
riving at  Salt  Lake  City,  July  8,  he  became  sick, 
and  his  comrades  proceeded  on  their  way  without 
him.  He  soon  felt  able  to  travel  and  started  on  his 
way,  rejoicing  in  the  thought  of  overtaking  his 
companions,  but  he  had  over-estimated  his  strength, 
and  fainted  and  fell  by  the  wayside.  A  Mormon 
who  happened  along,  picked  him  up  and  bore  him 
to  the  house  of  another  Mormon,  who  proved  to  be 
from  Monroe  County,  and  acquainted  with  many 
of  Mr.  Baker's  friends.  He  kindly  cared  for  him 
until  his  recovery,  and  when  he  again  started  on  his 
journey,  he  gave  him  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
friends  in  San  Bernardino,  Cal.  Two  months  later 
he  left  Salt  Lake  City  with  a  party  of  Mormons, 
bound  for  that  place,  but  they  underwent  many 
hardships  during  their  journey.  The  Lidians  and 
Mormons  in  disguise  stole  the  most  of  their  cattle 
and  their  provisions,  and  they  nearly  perished, 
traveling  ninety-six  miles  at  one  time  without  a 
mouthful  to  eat,  and  arriving  in  San  Bernardino  in 
November,  weary  and  worn  after  their  two  months' 
eventful  journey  over  mountains  and  i)lains,  he  re- 
mained two  weeks.  Mr.  Baker  then  went  on  to 
Los  Angeles,  where  he  spent  two  weeks,  after  which 
he  proceeded  by  steamer  to  San  Francisco.  He  re- 
mained three  years  in  California,  mining  and  farm- 
ing alternately,  and  on  the  5th  of  January,  1855, 
he  started  on  his  return  trip.  After  arriving  hi 
Monroe  County,  he  settled  on  his  own  farm,  where 
he  lived  until  1806,  when  he  sold  out  his  posses- 
sions and  removed  to  Springfield.  After  spending 
a  year  there  he  came  to  Blissfield  and  bought  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides. 

Mr. .Baker  was  married,  March  29,  1843,  to  Mary 
M.  Sizer,  a  native  of  Hunter,  Greene  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  born  Nov.  20,  1826.  Her  grand- 
father, Fletcher  Sizer,  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade, 
was  born  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Hampshire 
County,  Mass.,  dying  there  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Lydia 
Bassett,  also  a  native  of  Chester;  she  died  in  Hu- 


ron County,  Ohio,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Anson 
Sizer,  Mrs.  Baker's  father,  was  born  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Chester,  when  he  removed  to  New 
York  State  and  there  married,  and  resided  until 
1834,  then  removed  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and 
was  a  pioneer  of  Greenwich  Township.  He  built  a 
log  cabin  in  the  wilderness,  and  cleared  several 
acres  of  land,  then  sold  and  moved  to  Richmond 
and  settled  in  the  woods.  After  clearing  several 
acres  of  land  he  removed  to  Wood  County,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land,  and  im- 
proved a  farm,  remaining  there  until  his  death.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Julia  A.  Abbott, 
daughter  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Sizer)  Abbott,  pio- 
neers of  Huron  County,  Ohio.  They  died  in  Hu- 
ron County,  he  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  and 
she  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  one  child,  Carrie  M., 
wife  of  Rev.  Nathan  N.  Clark,  a  Methodist  Epis- 
copal minister,  belonging  to  the  Detroit  Conference. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  Harland 
G.  and  Mial  Y.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  are  esteemed 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while 
in  politics  Mr.  Baker  is  a  Republican  with  strong 
Prohibition  sympathies.  He  is  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  citizenship  of  this  community,  and  his  many 
and  varied  experiences,  as  detailed  by  himself, 
make  him  a  pleasant  companion. 

EORGE  H.  BACK.     As  a  prosperous  farmer 

Gand  as  an  old  resident  of  Blissfield,  it  af- 
fords us  pleasure  to  give  a  brief  biography 
of  this  gentleman,  and  also  to  record  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  lives  of  his  own,  and  of  his 
wife's  ancestry.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  the  first  of  the  family  name  to  settle  in 
America,  coming  to  this  country  in  Colonial  times. 
His  son,  Judah  Back,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, it  is  thought  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  his 
last  days  were  spent  in  Chaplin,  Windham  County, 
that  State.  He  served  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Priscilla  Gates,  was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
Erastus  Back,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Chaplin,  which  he  inher- 
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ited  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and  occupied  un- 
til 1835.  At  that  time  he  sold  his  property  there 
and  started  for  the  ''  far  West,"  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  five  children,  their  outfit  consisting  of 
six  horses  and  three  wagons.  On  the  1st  of  March 
they  commenced  their  long  journey,  camping  and 
cooking  by  the  wayside,  their  wagons  furnishing 
them  shelter  from  the  storms,  and  in  this  manner 
they  traveled  as  far  as  Cleveland,  Ohio.  There  they 
were  informed  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  cross 
the  Black  Swamp,  and  accordingly  they  went  on  a 
boat  as  far  as  Toledo,  then  a  small  town,  where  they 
disembarked,  teams  and  all,  and  followed  the  Terri- 
torial road  to  Williams  County,  Ohio.  On  the  way 
they  crossed  the  present  site  of  Morenci,  Mich., 
which  w^as  then  a  dense  wilderness,  though  there 
were  two  or  three  log  cabins  near  by. 

Previous  to  his  removal  from  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Back  had  bought  a  tract  of  land  six  miles  south  of 
the  Territorial  road,  near  what  is  now  Bridge  water, 
Williams  Co.,  Ohio.  There  was  no  road  built  to 
the  place,  and  before  he  could  reach  his  land  he 
had  to  construct  a  bridge  across  the  little  St.  Joseph 
River,  during  which  time  the  family  went  into 
camp.  AYith  the  aid  of  a  friendly  settler  and  his 
oxen,  they  Ihially  reached  their  land.  While  on  this 
trip  oiu'  subject  and  an  elder  brother  were  sent 
ahead  of  the  party  to  build  a  fire ;  matches  were  not 
in  general  use  at  that  time,  and  fire  was  obtained  by 
means  of  a  flint.  He  had  no  tow  with  which  to  start 
the  Are,  but  he  tore  a  pocket  from  his  coat,  sprinkled 
powder  on  it,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  flint- 
lock gun  soon  had  a  hue  blaze.  It  was  while  sit- 
ting by  the  camp-flre  that  lie  first  heard  the  liowl  of 
a  wolf,  a  sound  with  which  he  soon  became  familiar. 

A  family  named  Smith  lived  near,  and  Mr.  Back 
and  his  family  moved  into  and  occupied  a  part  of 
their  house,  while  he  built  a  log  cabin  on  his  own 
land.  He  split  shakes  to  cover  the  roof,  and 
puncheon  for  the  floor.  The  door  was  split  from  a 
line  black  walnut  log,  and  hung  on  wooden  hinges; 
from  the  same  log  he  split  a  board  to  make  the  ta- 
ble. No  sawed  lumber  nor  any  nails  were  used  in 
the  construction  of  this  cabin,  but  the  shingles,  or 
shakes,  as  they  were  called,  were  held  in  place  by 
the  weight  of  poles.  After  they  had  been  there  a 
short  time   provisions  gave  out,  and  our  subject. 


with  some  assistance,  hollowed  out  a  boat  and  w^ent 
down  the  St.  Joseph  River  for  supplies,  getting  them 
at  Ft.  Wayne.  The  father  lived  about  ten  years 
after  settling  there,  and  in  the  meantime,  assisted 
by  his  sons,  cleared  about  sixty  acres  of  land. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Annie  Flhit,  a  native  of  Windham  County, 
Conn.  This  excellent  lady  lived  nearly  ninety 
years,  spending  the  latter  part  of  her  long  and  use- 
ful life  with  her  eldest  son  in  Bridgewater  Town- 
ship. She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  grevv  up,  and  are  recorded  as  follows:  Chris- 
tiana married  Joseph  Foster,  and  spent  her  entire 
life  in  her  native  county,  Windham,  Conn.;  Sally 
married  Chandler  Holt,  and  lives  in  Bridgewater 
Township,  Ohio;  Gilbert  lives  in  Bridgewater,  Ohio; 
Emeline  married  Philo  Holt,  and  died  in  Connecti- 
cut; William  lives  in  Doniphan  County,  Kan.; 
George  H.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  while  Joseph 
lives  in  Ihldgewater,  Ohio.  An  incident  of  histor- 
ical interest  in  connection  with  the  Foster  family, 
into  which  the  eldest  daughter,  Christiana,  married, 
deserves  mention  here.  Joseph  Foster's  grandfather, 
Timothy  Foster,  of  Dudley,  Mass.,  and  twelve  sons, 
including  the  father  of  Joseph,  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  His  service,  and  that  of  his  twelve 
sons  in  the  war,  aggregated  nearly  seventy  years. 
The  youngest,  the  father  of  Joseph,  was  fourteen 
3  ears  old,  and  served  as  a  fifer;  all  lived  to  return 
home. 

Our  subject,  George  H.  Back,  was  in  his  fifteenth 
year  when  lie  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ohio. 
Adrian,  fifty  miles  distant,  was  the  nearest  milling 
point  for  some  time,  and  our  subject  used  to  make, 
the  trip  witli  an  ox-team,  it  taking  hiin  nearly  a 
week  to  go  and  return ;  two  of  tlie  nights  he  was 
obliged  to  camp  in  the  Avoods.  After  the  mill  at 
Hillsdale  was  built,  he  and  his  neighbors  patronized 
that,  the  distance  being  only  one-half  as  great  as  to 
Adrian.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  Mr.  Back 
bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  adjoining  his  fa- 
ther's, where  he  erected  a  log  house  and  commenced 
improving  the  land.  After  his  marriage  he  and  his 
wife  commenced  housekeeping  in  that  humble  abode. 
Their  furniture  was  homemade,  while  they  had  no 
stove,  and  for  two  or  three  years  Mrs.  Back  did  all 
her  cooking  by  an  oi)eii  fireplace.     By  putting  into 
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practice  the  habits  of  industry  and  economy  to 
which  he  had  been  reared,  and  assisted  by  his  wife, 
who  proved  a,  most  excellent  helpmeet  in  those  days 
of  labor  and  frugality,  he  soon  had  sixty  acres  of 
land  cleared,  and  had  substituted  a  commodious 
frame  house  for  the  log  cabin.  There  they  resided 
until  1851,  when  they  sold  and  removed  to  Bliss- 
lield  Township,  where  he  bought  a  farm  two  miles 
northeast  of  the  village,  and  continued  to  reside 
there  until  1858.  He  then  purchased  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives,  which  comprises  lifty  acres  of  land, 
all  lying  within  the  village  limits.  The  house  that 
was  on  the  farm  at  the  time  that  he  bought  it,  was 
burned,  and  he  afterward  built  the  one  which  he 
now  occupies. 

Mr.  Back  was  married,  Feb.  26,  1845,  to  Ahnira 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Rush,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  18,  1826.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Ethan  and 
Alice  (Case)  Davis,  the  former  a  native  of  Connect- 
icut, who  removed  with  his  parents  to  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  early  settlement  of  that 
county.  He  married  and  resided  there  until  1885, 
when  with  his  family  he  came  to  the  Territor  of 
Michigan,  becoming  a  pioneer  of  Dundee,  Monroe 
County;  his  last  days  were  spent  in  Petersburg, 
that  county. 

Alice  (Case)  Davis  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  spent  her  last  years  in  Petersburg,  dying  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  She  was  well 
iitted  for  the  wife  of  a  pioneer,  being  characterized 
by  vigor,  energy  and  a  brave  heart,  undaunted  by 
the  perils  before  her.  Mrs.  Back  well  remembers 
the  journey  to  Michigan,  and  relates  several  inci- 
dents connected  with  it  that  show  the  bravery  of 
her  mother.  It  was  during  the  Toledo  War  that 
the  journey  was  made,  and  while  passing  through 
Ohio,  Mrs.  Back,  then  a  girl  of  seven  or  eight  years, 
with  some  of  the  other  children,  was  w^alking  ahead 
of  the  team ;  some  men  drove  up  and  asked  where 
they  were  going.  She  replied, '' To  Michigan. " 
"  Don't  go  there,"  they  said,  ^'  for  there  is  a  war 
there."  The  children  hastily  retiu-ned  to  the  wagon 
and  repeated  to  their  parents  what  the  men  had  told 
them.  When  the  men  came  up,  Mrs.  Davis  said, 
''You  are  cowards!  I  am  going  to  Michigan  to  help 
them  fight." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Back  became   the  parents  of  six 


children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Emeline,  the 
wife  of  George  Davenport,  of  Blissfield  Township; 
Clark,  who  lives  in  Blissfield  Township,  and  Aaron, 
who  lives  in  Roscommon  County,  Mich.  Those  de- 
ceased are:  Alice,  w4io  became  the  wife  of  M.  L. 
White,  Miron  A.  and  Elmer  E. 

Mr.  Back  is  a  man  of  resolute  will  and  energetic 
character,  and  in  his  younger  days  possessed  great 
powers  of  endurance,  in  illustration  of  which  we 
will  relate  one  or  two  circumstances  that  occurred 
in  his  earl}^  life.  In  1837,  Mr.  Back  had  a  severe 
attack  of  toothache;  he  tried  the  usual  remedies,  but 
obtained  no  relief.  After  passing  a  sleepless  night, 
he  started  early  in  the  morning  on  foot  for  Syl- 
vania,  fifty  miles  distant,  the  nearest  place  where  a 
doctor  could  be  found,  and  arrived  at  the  doctor's 
house  just  as  the  family  were  eating  their  evening 
meal.  The  doctor  left  his  supper  and  pulled  the 
tooth,  then  he  invited  his  patient  to  spend  the  night 
with  him.  Mr.  Back  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
in  the  morning  asked  for  the  amount  of  his  bill. 
The  doctor  said  he  would  not  charge  a  dog  any- 
thing that  would  walk  100  miles  to  have  a  tooth 
extracted.  Mr.  Back  vividly  remembers  another 
long  walk  that  he  took  when  a  young  man.  At 
that  time  all  the  grain  used  to  be  cut  with  a 
sickle ;  he  thought  he  could  use  a  cradle  if  he  had 
one,  and  induced  his  father  to  let  him  start  in  search 
of  one  Fie  walked  to  Jonesville,  thirty  miles  dis- 
tant, purchased  a  cradle,  and  then  started  on  his  re- 
turn. After  he  had  walked  several  miles  the  cradle 
became  a  burden,  and  he  left  it  at  a  neighbor's,  and 
continued  on  his  way,  reaching  home  before  dark, 
having  walked  the  entire  sixty  miles  in  one  day. 

Mr.  Back  has  in  his  possession  some  family  relics 
which  he  prizes  highly,  and  which  are  rare  curiosities 
in  these  comparatively  new  western  tow^ns,  though 
very  often  to  be  found  in  the  ancient  villages  of 
New  England.  Among  these  is  the  clock  which  his 
gi-andfather  had  made  at  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
It  is  very  tall,  reaching  to  the  ceiling  overhead,  and 
still  keeps  good  time.  He  also  has  a  paper,  the  Ul- 
ster Gazette,  dated  Jan.  4,  1800,  published  at  Kings- 
ton, N.  Y.  The  paper  is  draped  in  mourning,  and 
contains  a  notice  of  Washington's  funeral.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  P>ack  have  been  influential  and  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  forty- 
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six  years,  and  the  greater  part  of  that  time  Mr. 
Back  has  served  as  Class-Ltader  and  Sunday-school 
Superintendent.  His  children  are  also  members  of 
the  same  church. 


^^  OLOMON  M.  NEAVTON.  Among  the  pio- 
^^^  neers  of  Lenawee  County  were  the  grand- 
lil^J)  father  and  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
^"^  biography,  and  in  this  connection  we  are 
pleased  to  relate  some  of  the  interesting  incidents 
of  their  early  settlement.  It  is  well  to  commem- 
orate the  names  of  those  hardy  bands  of  men  who 
first  broke  the  way  for  progress  and  civilization 
into  this  wilderness,  and  whose  courage  and  endur- 
ance have  brought  it  to  its  present  high  state  of 
development. 

Mr.  Newton's  paternal  grandfather,  John  New- 
ton, was  born  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  Jan.  1 4, 
1772,  and  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Hannah 
Hadley,  who  was  born  Feb.  6,  1775;  she  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  three  girls  and  one 
boy.  After  her  death  he  was  again  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  1810,  wuth  Miss  Rebecca  Radway,  a  native 
of  Yermont,  where  she  was  born  May  26,  1783.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  born  seven  children,  six 
boys  and  one  girl.  Mr.  Newton,  in  1815,  purchased 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  woods  at  Truxton,  N.  Y., 
which  he  cleared;  but  on  the  2d  of  May,  1830,  he 
started  from  Syracuse  on  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo, 
and  thence  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  steamboat,  and 
by  the  Ohio  Canal  to  Clinton.  From  the  latter  city  he 
reached  Milton  Township,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  by 
means  of  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  and  there 
rented  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  on  which  he  built  a 
log  house  of  the  usual  primitive  architecture,  into 
which  he  moved  and  made  his  home  for  nine  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  with  his 
son,  Jeremiah  T.,  to  Medina  County  in  the  same 
State,  where  he  followed  the  profession  of  a  phy- 
sician, and  died  May  11,  1848,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  His  widow,  Rebecca  Newton, 
made  her  home  with  her  son  Jeremiah  in  Ogden 
Township  until  her  decease,  Nov.  23,  1878,  when 
she  had  attained  the  advanced  age  of  ninety -five 
years. 

Jeremiah  T.  Newton,  the  father  of  our  subject, 


was  born  March  10,  1819,  in  Truxton,  Cortland 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  On 
reaching  manhood  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  wild 
land  in  Spencer  Township,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  upon 
which  he  built  the  usual  pioneer  cabin.  The  floor 
was  made  of  split  puncheons  and  the  roof  of  shakes, 
which  were  held  in  place  by  poles,  as  nails  were  an 
unknown  quantity  in  that  wilderness.  Into  this  he 
removed  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  1839,  and 
Sept.  17,  1843,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Clarissa  Benfer,  and  installed  her  in  his  cabhi  as 
its  mistress.  He  remained  in  this  house  with  his 
parents  until  the  spring  of  1844,  ond  then  erecting 
an  addition  to  it  of  the  same  unique  construction, 
moved  into  it  and  commenced  housekeeping  on 
his  own  account.  The  chimney  of  the  house  was 
on  the  outside  of  it,  and  was  built  of  sticks,  stone 
and  mud.  The  fireplace  in  one  end  of  it  was  made 
of  bog  oak  with  clay  plastered  upon  the  inside 
of  it,  and  split  logs  on  the  outside  from  six  to  seven 
feet  high  to  protect  it.  Besides  the  door  the  cabin 
had  one  window  in  which  were  six  panes  of  glass, 
8x10  in  size,  which  was  considered  a  luxury  in 
those  days.  Their  cupboard  was  made  by  boring 
six  holes  in  the  log  wall,  into  which  were  driven  as 
many  pins,  which  supported  three  boards.  The 
table  was  made  by  Mr.  Newton,  whose  only  tools 
were  an  ax,  saw  and  plane,  and  who  could  only 
work  at  it  at  night  when  he  could  not  see  to  do 
anything  out-doors.  The  entire  stock  of  furniture 
of  the  young  couple  consisted  of  a  bedstead,  one 
chair,  a  stool  made  by  himself,  three  plates,  three 
cups  and  saucers,  three  knives  and  forks,  three 
pewter  teaspoons,  one  iron  spoon,  one  gallon  crock 
and  a  coffee- pot. 

Jeremiah  Newton  and  his  wife  lived  upon  this 
place  until  the  1st  of  March,  1853,  when  having 
made  considerable  improvements  upon  the  place, 
he  sold  it,  and  removed  to  the  wilds  of  Ashland 
County,  in  the  same  State,  and  settled  in  Sullivan 
Township.  He  there  purchased  forty  acres  of  land, 
about  twelve  of  which  had  been  cleared,  and  build- 
ing a  log  house  moved  into  it,  taking  his  mother 
with  him.  He  lived  on  this  place  about  eleven 
years,  and  cleared  up  the  remainder  of  the  farm, 
but  in  1864  he  sold  the  property  and  bought  eighty 
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acres  of  land  in  Ogden  Township,  Lenawee  County, 
of  wliich  about  twenty-five  acres  had  been  cleared 
of  the  timber.  Tliey  had  made  the  journey  from 
A?<hland  County  with  teams  and  wagons,  and  spend- 
ing five  days  upon  the  road  arrived  in  this  count}^ 
Aug.  20,  1864.  Here  Mr.  Newton  spent  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  life,  his  death  taking  place 
July  23,  1884.  He  was  an  honest  man  and  pos- 
sessed of  sound  and  excellent  judgment.  He 
started  in  the  world  a  poor  man,  but  his  industrious 
habits  gained  him  a  competency  which  enabled  him 
to  leave  a  comfortable  home  to  his  wife  and  two 
sons  who  survived  him. 

Mrs.  Newton,  tlie  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Centre  County,  Pa.,  May  24,  1824.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  was,  it'  is  thought,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  that 
State.  Her  father,  George  Benfer,  was  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  continued  to 
reside  there  until  1830.  In  that  year,  with  his  wife 
and  four  children,  he  started  for  Ohio,  journeying 
in  a  wagon  drawn  by  one  horse.  He  located  in  the 
forest  of  Spencer  Township,  Medina  County,  where 
he  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land,  on  which  he  built 
a  board  shanty  for  the  shelter  of  his  family  until 
he  could  erect  a  more  substantial  log  cabin.  He 
cleared  a  large  farm  upon  whicii  he  erected  good 
buildings,  and  he  lived  to  see  the  county  well  de- 
veloped. The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  who  was 
a  Pennsylvanian,  was  Mary  Duffy;  she  died  in 
their  home  in  Medina  County. 

Mrs.  Newton  is  the  mother  of  three  sons:  elames, 
living  across  the  border  in  Ohio;  George  Franklin, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  Solomon 
M.,  lier  youngest  child  and  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  with  whom  she  resides.  He  was  born  in 
Sullivan  Township,  Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  Nov.  0, 
1855.  He  was  but  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  live  in  Michigan,  so  that  the 
most  of  his  life  lias  been  spent  on  this  homestead  in 
Ogden  Township.  Inherithig  a  fair  share  of  the 
energy  and  capabilities  of  liis  pai'ents,  since  lie  has 
had  charge  of  the  farm  he  has  made  many  excellent 
improvements,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
work  as  a  farmer.  Mr.  Newton  was  married,  Nov. 
9,  1878,  to  Miss  Augusta  M.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Eliz{d)eth  Hendee,  who  was  born  May  14,  1857, 
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in  Spencer  Township,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio.  One 
child,  Ellis  A.,  was  born  of  their  union,  whose 
place  of  nativity  was  Amboy,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  the  date,  July  7,  1884.  After  a  few  brief 
years  of  pleasant  wedded  life  Mrs.  Newton  died, 
Jan.  11,  1885.  Mr.  Newton  contracted  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance,  Dec.  24,  1887,  with  Miss 
Hattie  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Amboy,  Fulton 
Co.,  Ohio,  April  14,  18(;8. 


Sli  ESSE  PENTECOST,  an  extensive  general 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  18  of 
Franklin  Township,  has  lived  here  since  De- 
cember, 1851,  when  he  purchased  120  acres 
of  land,  and  now  owns  about  that  amount.  Mr. 
Pentecost  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England,  June 
23,  1817,  where  his  father,  who  was  an  English 
farmer,  spent  his  entire  life  and  died  when  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  The  mother,  Elizabeth  (George) 
Pentecost,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her 
husband,  where  she  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-seven  years. 

The  subject  of  our  biography  is  the  only  living- 
child  of  the  family,  and  grew  up  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  was  married  first  to  Elizabeth 
Shepherd.  In  1848,  and  after  the  birth  of  three 
children,  they  came  to  the  United  States,  and  a  few 
months  later  made  their  way  to  Michigan,  and  lo- 
cated in  Franklin  Township.  Mrs.  Pentecost  died 
here  June  15,  1882,  when  sixty-two  3^ears  of  age. 
She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children — Joseph,  Will- 
iam S.,  Mary  A.,  John  S.,  Sarah  E.,  Charles  S.  and 
Carrie  E. ;  all  but  Joseph  are  married. 

Mr.  Pentecost  was  a  second  time  married,  in 
Franklin  Township,  Nov.  25,  1884,  to  Mrs.  Nancy 
(Slater)  Matthews,  who  was  born  in  this  township, 
Oct.  15,  183G.  Mrs.  P.  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (McKinstry)  Slater,  natives  of  Ovid, 
Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1829,  after  the  birth  of  two 
children,  Joseph  Slater  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
family,  and  located  on  a  piece  of  Government  land 
in  Franklin  Township,  on  the  old  turnpike,  which 
was  his  home  until  his  death,  in  1881.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  reliable  and  respected  men  of  the  town- 
shi[),  and  occupied  a  high  standing  in  society. 
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Mrs.  Pentecost  of  this  notice  is  the  foiirtli  child 
of  a  family  of  seven  born  to  her  niotlier.  She  was 
reared  in  Franklin  Township,  and  was  first  married 
to  Mr.  Henry  Matthews,  a  native  of  Seneca  Connty, 
N.  Y.,  who  came  when  a  yonng  man  to  Michigan, 
and  took  up  land  in  Franklin  Township,  this  connty, 
where  he  lived  for  some  years,  and  then  purchased 
another  farm  on  which  he  lived  till  his  demise, 
which  occurred  Dec.  8,  1876.  He  left  a  wife  and 
three  children:  Emma  I).,  the  wife  of  B.  J.  Slater, 
of  Tecumseh;  Florence,  the  wife  of  M.  J.  Gum- 
ming, a  resident  of  Jackson  City,  Mich.,  and  Abbie 
L.,  who  attends  school  in  Tecumseh.  Mr.  Matthews 
was  a  man  of  integrity  and  much  respected  by  his 
fellow-townsmen,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. Mrs.  Pentecost  owns  some  well-improved 
farming  land  in  Franklin  Township,  and  is  a  w^onian 
of  sterling  sense  and  active  and  energetic  habits. 
Mr.  Pentecost  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions. 


ANIEL  D.  BALUSS,  a  prominent  educator 
and  prosperous  farmer,  residing  in  Ogden 
^j^  Township,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native 
^^^^^  of  this  great  commonwealth,  his  birthplace 
being  Fairfield  Township  in  this  county.  His 
grandfather  was  a  farmer,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  last 
years.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  he  took  an 
active  part  in  the  struggles  of  the  Colonies  for  in- 
dependence. 

Cornelius  W.  Baluss,  the  father  of  our  sul)ject, 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1816,  and 
having  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father  when  quite 
young  he  was  reared  by  an  uncle,  a  farmer  living  in 
Wayne  County.  In  1837  he  married  Sarah  Durkee, 
and  soon  afterward  came  to  this  county,  and 
located  in  Medina  Township.  He  lived  there 
nearly  two  years,  then  removed  to  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, and  bought  from  the  Government  120  acres 
of  land.  It  was  heavily  timbered,  and  he  had  to 
fell  trees  to  make  room  to  build  a  log  cabin.  In 
this  cabin  our  subject  Avas  born  March  23,  1845. 
The  father  remained  on  this  last  farm  until  his 
death  in  1861.  In  the  meantime  he  had  cleared 
quite  a  tract  of  land,  and   erected  a  good   set  of 


buildings.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at 
the  homestead  in  Fairfield  Township  in  1854.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  foui-th.  By  a  sul)sequent  marriage  Mr. 
Baluss  became  the  father  of  two  children. 

Daniel  D.  Balnss  attended  the  pioneer  schools  of 
his  native  township  when  yonng,  diversifying  the 
time  by  hunting  wikl  game,  which  at  that  time  was 
abundant.       He    was   sixteen   years    old    when    his 
father  died,  after  w^hich  he  supported  himself,  and 
found  time  and   means  to  complete  his  education. 
At  first  he  worked   on  a  farm   in  Adrian  Township, 
and   attended   the   Union   School    there   for   seven 
months.     Subsequently    he  pursued  his  studies  in 
Adrian  College   for   nearly  five  years,  occasionally 
teaching  during  that  time.     After  leaving  college 
he  studied  law  with  his  l)rother,  Hamilton  Baluss,  at 
Wayne,  Mich.,  for  two  years,  and   practiced   with 
him  about  one  year,  when  he  resumed  his  vocation 
as  teacher.     His  success  was  so  marked,  not  only  in 
imparting  knowledge  but  as  a  disciplinarian,  that  his 
services  have  been  in  constant  requisition.     He  has 
already     taught  twenty-three   terms,    and    was,   in 
the  fall  of  1887,  engaged  in  teaching  his  fifth  term 
in   the   High    School    of    Metamora.     In    1870   he 
located  on  his  present   farm,  which  comprises   100 
acres,  only  two  of  which  were  cleared  at  the  time 
of  ])urchase.     He  now  has  eighty-five  acres  cleared, 
and  sixty-five  well   drained.     Besides  attending  to 
his   professional   duties   as  teacher  he  oversees  his 
agricultural  interests,  except  in  the  winter  season, 
and  for  three  years  was  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick  and  tile.     His  farm,  which  is  em- 
bellished by  a  fine  brick  house  and  convenient  farm 
bnildings,   with  the  air   of    thrift  which  surrounds 
them,  prove  him   to   be  as  successful  a  student  in 
agriculture  as  in  mental  acquirements,  and  he  reaps 
as  abundant  and    satisfactory    harvests    from    his 
manual  labors  as  from  his  intellectual. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Baluss  with  Amanda  A. 
Houghtby  took  place  Jan.  17,  1869.  She  was  born 
in  Ogdeu  Township,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William 
Houghtby  (of  whom  see  sketch  in  this  Album).  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baluss  have  been  born  five  children — 
Arthur  D.,  Fred  C.  John  W.,  Grace  S.  and  Harry. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baluss  are  influential  members  of 
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the  United  Brethren  Church,  where  Mr.  B.  was  Sec- 
retary of  the  Raisin  Circuit  Conference  tw^o  terms, 
and  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
town,  and  every  project  for  its  advancement,  in- 
tellectually, morally  or  socially,  has  his  approval  and 
hearty  support.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but 
sympathizes  with  the  Prohibitionists,  and  was  their 
candidate  for  County  Surveyor.  He  can  well  sup- 
port the  principles  of  the  latter  party,  as  he  has 
alwa3^8  been  a  total  abstainer  from  tobacco  and 
liquors. 

ON.    JOHN    R.    CLARK,    of   the    firm  of 
Clark,    Mason     &     Co.,    of    Adrian,    pork 
packers  and  dealers  in  produce,  fruits  and 
(®))     lard,  is  one  of  the  leading  pioneer  citizens 
of     Lenawee    County,  into    which    he    made    his 
advent  in  1836.     His  long  residence  justly  entitles 
liim  to  being  called  an    •'  old  citizen."      The  old 
settlers  take  pride  in  reviewing  the  changes  that 
have  been  made,  and  the  improvements  completed 
since  they  first  came  into  this  section  of    Michi- 
gan   more  than    half    a    century    ago.     The    past 
rises    up    before    them    in    characters    of    life-like 
fidelity,  reminding  them   of  daj^s  long  since  mold- 
eriug    with    the    dead,    and    of    friends    of    years 
ago  entombed  in  mother  earth.     They  recall  the 
day    when,   weary    and    foot-sore,    but    exuberant 
with  youth,  hope  and    determination,  they    came 
upon  the  scene,  and  gazing  out  upon    the    land- 
scape, rejoiced  at  the  spectacle  which  greeted  their 
vision.       The  scene  itself    is  pictured  to  them  as 
they  saw  it  then,  in    all  the  exquisite    beauty  of 
its  rural  simplicity;  immense  forests,  wherein  the 
foot  of    man  had  not  left  its  impress,  or  bound- 
less prairie,  adorned   in  the  colors  of  its  variegated 
blossoms.     No  genial  spirit  welcomed  them  to  the 
hospitalities  of  a  home,  no  cheerful  notes  of  glad- 
ness  were  sounded    at  their  approach.      But  the 
wand  of  progress  touches  wilderness,  which  vanishes 
before  it;  it  touches  the  rolling  prairies   and   they 
are    changed   into  fruitful  fields;    it   touches  the 
solitude  and  peoples  it  with  a  race  whose  career  has 
been  marked  with  success  at  every  milestone  on  the 
route.     What  a  wonderful  change  has  been  worked 


b}^  the  industry  and  ingenuity  of  man.     The  forest 
I   lias  yielded    to  the  woodman's  ax,  the   wilderness 
!    becomes  a  source  of  wealth,  and  the  harvest  song  is 
heard  where  once  the  war  cries  of  the  savages  re- 
sounded. 

John  R.  Clark  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  born  in  Ontario  Township,  Ontario 
County,  which  township  is  now  kno\Yn]as  Walworth, 
and  the  countj^  as  Wayne,  on  the  4:th  of  September, 
1822.  His  father,  Barzillai  Clark,  was  born  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  July  31,  1780,  and  from  there 
he  was  taken  at  the  age  of  six  years  to  Hud- 
son, N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Pompey,  where  he 
lived  until  1807,  when  he  removed  to  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased  a  farm.  In  the 
spring  of  1836  he  came  to  Michigan,  arriving  in 
Adrian  May  3,  but  he  never  did  any  active 
business  after  his  arrival,  being  not  only  a  crip- 
ple but  a  constant  and  great  sufferer  from  asthma; 
he  died  in  Adrian,  Nov.  12,  1847.  He  was  the 
son  of  Harding  Clark,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
who  was  one  of  Washington's  Rangers  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  April  24,  1808,  Barzillai 
Clark  married  Miss  Patience,  daughter  of  Timothy 
and  Patience  Leach,  formerly  of  Monmouth,  N.  J., 
by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Elihu  L.  and  John  R. 
Mrs.  Patience  Clark  was  born  near  Monmouth, 
N.  J.,  Feb.  19,  1789,  and  died  in  Adrian,  Jan.  26, 
1878.  Her  father  was  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Monmouth,  being  largely  interested  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  lumber.  He  died  about  the  year  1800,  when 
her  mother  with  a  large  family  moved  to  Western 
New  York,  and  purchased  land. 

John  R.  Clark  lived  with  his  father  until  he  was 
about  fifteen  years  old,  and  attended  a  district 
school  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1836,  and  has  resided 
in  Adrian  ever  since.  He  was  graduated  in  Adrian 
in  1840,  at  Brewster's  Select  School,  in  the  build- 
ing now^  owned  by  W.  A.  Whitney  and  occupied  as 
a  residence.  In  1840  he  entered  his  brother's  store 
as  a  clerk  and  remained  until  1845,  when  he  became 
a  partner  in  the  business  and  remained  until  1847, 
in  which  3^ear  he  bought  his  brother's  interest.  In 
the  fall  of  1847  he  erected  a  brick  store  on  Maumee 
street,  in  which  he  carried  on  general  merchandis- 
ing until   1853,  when  his  health   failed.     He  then 
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sold  out  to  Col.  L.  F.  Comstock  and   A.  II.  Wood, 
and    purchased   and  moved   upon  the  I^ease  farm 
on  section   10,  in  Madison  Township.     During  the 
years  1854   and    1855   he  erected  the   finest    farm 
house  in  the  county.     In  1855   he   formed  a   part- 
nership with   A.   H.    Wood,  and  embarked  in  the 
dry-goods    business,   which   they    continued    until 
1859,  when  he  bought  out  his  partner's  interest  and 
carried  on  the  business  until  1868,  then  closed  out 
and  gave  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock-dealing. 
In  1866  Mr.  Clark  became  interested  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Madison  Cheese  Factory,  and   was  its 
President  and  manager   for   three   years.     He  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  Madison  Township  for  five 
years.     In  1858  he  was   elected   a   member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Michigan  Legisla- 
ture,   and    was    Chairman    of    the    Committee    of 
Mines   and    Minerals,  and    served    on    four  other 
committees.        In  1874  he  sold  his  farm  to  A.  H. 
Russell,  and  moved  to  the  city  of  Adrian,  where  he 
now  resides.     In  1871  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
cheese  business  with  Henry  F.  Shattuck,  and  after- 
ward engaged  in  packing  pork.       In  1877   Clark  & 
Shattuck  admitted  to  the  firm  as  a  partner  Lafayette 
Ladd,  and  continued  until  1878,  when  E.  L.  Baker 
was  admitted,  and  the  firm    of  Clark,  Baker  &  Co. 
entered  upon   a  prosperous  career  in  the  wholesale 
provision,    cheese  and  pork-packing   business.     In 
1875  Mr.  Clark  w\as  elected  Alderman  of  the  Fourth 
Ward    of    Adrian,  and    was     re-elected    in    1877. 
Politically,  he  was   in  early  life  an   old-line  Whig, 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote   for  Henry  Clay. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
has  affiliated  with  it,  and   given  it  his  warmest  and 
most  earnest  support.     Since  becoming  a  resident 
of  Lenawee  County,  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs,  and  to  his  good  judgment  is  due 
the   shaping,  to  a   large   extent,  of  the  campaigns 
which  have  resulted  favorably  for  his  party. 

April  8,  1846,  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Miss 
Emily  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  E.  and  Adelia  M. 
Wadsworth,  of  Adrian,  by  whom  he  has  had  four 
children,  recorded  as  follows:  Helen  L.  w\as  born 
in  Adrian,  June  1,  1848,  and  became  the  wife 
of  Peter  L.  Bailey;  she  died  Oct.  30,  1878. 
Maria  Isabelle  was  born  in  Madison,  Sept.  16, 
f    1865,  and  two    children    died    in    infancy.      Mrs. 
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Emily  E.  Clark,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Manchester,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct. 
23,  1825,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  with 
her  parents,  wlio  settled  in  Adrian.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Pompey,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  11),  1801.  Her  mother  was  Mrs.  Adelia  M. 
Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Nov.  23, 
1805,  and  died  in  Adrian,  May  8,  1860. 
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AMES  WELCH,  an  old  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Seneca  Township,  is  the  owner 
and  occupant  of  a  well-tilled  farm  of  120  . 
acres  on  section  1.  Forty-two  years  ago  he 
c^e  to  Michigan  and  made  a  settlement  upon  the 
place  where  he  is  at  present  living.  He  is  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  County  Carlow,  Dec. 
25,  1814.  His  parents,  Andrew  and  Mary  (Ruth) 
Welch,  were  both  natives  of  the  same  county,  and 
lived  and  died  on  their  native  Isle,  the  mother  in 
1827.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom 
James  was  the  only  boy. 

When  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  youth  he 
was  allowed  all  the  opportunities  possible  to  avail 
himself  of  the  facilities  of  education  which  the  time 
and  country  afforded.  This,  of  course,  was  limited 
in  its  extent,  but  after  coming  to  America,  with  a 
view  to  repair  this  lack  in  his  earlier  education, 
Mr.  Welch  attended  school  for  some  two  terms. 
He  remained  in  the  Emerald  Isle  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  An  uncle,  John 
Ruth,  had  some  time  before  emigrated  to  America, 
and  was  located  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  Jefferson  Co., 
N.  Y.,  from  which  place  he  continued  to  write 
beautiful  descriptions  of  America,  and  to  urge  the 
family  to  come  to  the  New  World.  James,  not 
feeling  satisfied  with  the  government  which  has 
ruled,  or  misruled,  Ireland  so  long,  and  finding  noth- 
ing in  his  native  country  to  satisfy  his  ambition, 
determined  to  better  his  condition  by  emigration. 
Consequently,  in  company  with  a  companion,  Pat- 
rick Burris,  he  started  for  ''the  land  of  the  free." 
Sailing  from  New  Ross,  April  22,  1830,  after  a  voy- 
age of  thirty  days  he  and  his  friend  were  landed  at 
Quebec  on  the  2d  of  June.     Not  being  able  to  find 
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his  uncle,  he  commenced  liis  labors   on  this  conti- 
nent at  Kingston,  Canada. 

While  wandering  around  not  knowing  what  to  do, 
Mr.  Welch  concluded  to  go  down  to  where  a  nnm- 
ber  of  men  were  engaged  in  building  a  canal.     On 
his  arrival  there,  some  inquiries  were  addressed  to 
him,  and  on  his  stating  from  what  part  of  old  Ire- 
land he   iiad  come,  he  discovered   some  acquaint- 
ances of  his  father.     These,  taking  an  intennst  in  the 
young  lad,  sent  him   to  their  chief  engineer,   eTohn 
Lemmon,   who   was  in   the   neighborhood,   with  a 
strong  recommendation,  and   he   was  at  once   fnr- 
nished  with  work.     Subsequently  the  engineer  and 
Mr.  Welch  became  great  friends,  the  latter  at  one 
time  saving  his  employer's  life  when  they  had  broken 
through  the  ice  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  on  their 
way  to    Kingston.     With  this  gentleman  the  sub- 
ject of  onr  sketch  remained  as  long  as  his  employer 
lived.  Just  before  his  death,  the  latter  requested  that 
after  he  had  been  laid  awa}^  in  mother  earth,  Mr. 
Welch  would  make  a  trip  to  Ireland  and   carry  the 
last  w^ords  of  his  friend  and  employer  to  Mr.  Lem- 
mon's  father.     Having  liberally  supplied   our  sub- 
ject with  means,  and  giving  him  full  directions  as 
to  the  place  where  the  old  gentleman  lived,  he  ar- 
ranged that  young  Welch  should  go  in  the  company 
of  a  Capt.  Briscoe  and  famil}^  in  his  voyage  across 
the  water.     In  the   meantime   Mr.    Welch   made  a 
trip  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  on  a  visit  to  his  uncle,  and 
upon  his  return,  found  to  his  utter  dismay  that  the 
appointed  companions  had  gone.     Being  now  with- 
out   work,   he   entered  a  wagon-shop   at  Sackett's 
Harbor  to    learn   the    trade,    and    remained    some 
eighteen  months.  He  then  removed  to  Akron,  Sum- 
mit Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  same  trade  for 
thirteen  years,  during  which  time,  by  close  economy 
and  shrewd  business  tact,  he  had  accumulated  con- 
siderable i)roperty.    Making  a  trade  of  what  village 
lots  he  had  for  a  farm   in  Portage   County,  in  the 
same  State,  he  removed  to  the  latter  and  for  two 
years  followed  the  plow  in  that  locality.     The  new 
settlements  in  Michigan  attracting  his  attention,  in 
1846  he  sold  out  his  Ohio  property,  and  coming  to 
Seneca  Township,  settled  where  he  now  lives.     The 
land  at  that  time  was  nearly  all  in  a  wild  state,  but 
he  has  been  very  successful  in  clearing  it  and  bring- 
ing it    to    a   high  state  of  cultivation.      He    has 


erected  a  line  house  and  all  the  necessary  farm 
buildings,  all  of  which  betoken  considerable  taste 
on  the  part  of  the  owner;  he  also  possesses  some 
property  in  the  village  of  Weston. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1836,  Mr.  Welch  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Susan,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Mahala  (Briggs)  Worthring,  and  a  native  of 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  Shelby,  in  the  same  county,  and  were  married 
while  residents  of  New  York  State.  Removing  to 
Ohio  with  their  little  family,  after  a  few  years'  stay 
they  came  to  Michigan  in  1846,  and  settled  in  Sen- 
eca Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  are  the  par- 
ents of  fifteen  children,  recorded  as  follows :  Mary 
Ann  is  the  wife  of  E.  R.  Mason,  and  resides  in 
Fairfield  Township  with  her  three  children — Arvilla, 
Jay  and  Charlie ;  Andrew  J.  is  deceased ;  Ruth  is 
the  wife  of  George  Franklin,  and  resides  at  Weston 
with  her  child,  Cora  Belle;  Nancy  M.  is  at  home; 
Lydia  is  living  at  Rensselaer,  Ind.,  with  her  hus- 
band, Martin  E.  Baylor,  and  two  children,  Maud  E. 
and  Earl;  Emma  is  at  home;  Charles  V.  married 
Nellie  E.  Barger  and  is  a  resident  of  Fairfield 
Township;  Viola,  Mrs.  Peter  Marlatt,  of  Lyons, 
Ohio,  has  four  children — James  E.,  Alta  O.,  Mirah 
and  a  babe ;  Henry  married  Mary  B.  Kellogg,  who 
is  the  mother  of  three  children — Susie  M.,  Charles 
M.  and  Pearl  E. — and  is  a  resident  of  Seneca  Town- 
ship; John  J.  and  James  B.  are  deceased;  William 
A.  and  Carrie  E.  are  at  home ;  Edmund  D.  married 
Mary  E.  Langford,  and  is  the  parent  of  two  chil- 
dren— Iva  and  William  H. — while  Susan  I.  is  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  excellent  Christian  people.  Mr.  Welch 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party  in  politics,  but 
has  no  desire  for  public  office. 


ETER  WYMAN. 

I)  and 


Among  the  i)rosperous 
successful  members  of  the  farming- 
community  scattered  over  the  fertile  fields 
of  Michigan  the  subject  of  this  l)rief 
sketch  holds  an  honored  position.  A  native  of 
Fairfield  Township,  of  which  he  continues  a  resi- 
dent, he  was  born  here  June  23,  1837.     He  received 
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a  good  commoii-sc'hooloducntion,  his  dnj^sof  stud}^ 
beiiit^"  varied  with  home  duties  on  the  farm.  He 
remahied  with  his  parents  and  assisted  in  the  care 
and  the  cultivation  of  his  father's  land  nntil  attain- 
ing his  majority. 

At  this  time,  young  Wyman  having  received  a 
tliorough  training  in  agriculture  from  his  father, 
deemed  himself  competent  to  start  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  But  not  thinking  it  wise  to  com- 
mence such  an  undertaking  alone  he  sought  a  help- 
meet, and  on  the  18th  of  October,  1860,  on  the 
nineteenth  anniversary  of  her  birth,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Lydia  D.  Paul,  in  Ogden  Township.  Mrs. 
Wyman  is  a  native  of  this  township,  and  was  born 
Oct.  18,  1841.  She  lived  with  her  parents  until 
her  marriage,  and  received  good  industrial  training 
in  domestic  duties.  Two  summers  she  .spent  in 
teaching  in  her  native  township. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Wyman  successfully  managed 
his  father's  land  for  three  years,  and  then  bought  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Fairfield  Township,  which 
he  afterward  sold,  and  subsequently  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives.  This  is  pleasantly  located 
on  section  19,  and  comprises  108  acres  of  finely 
cultivated  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  tasteful 
dwelling,  good  barns  and  all  the  necessary  out-build- 
ings for  carrying  on  his  vocation. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  AYyman  were  Sheldon  and 
Lydia  (Carpenter)  Wyman  (for  parental  history  see 
sketch  of  Sheldon  Wyman).  Mrs.  Wyman's  parents 
were  William  and  Maria  (Marlott)  Paul.  Mr.  Paul 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in 
Ogden  Township,  this  countj^  Dec.  3,  1848.  Mrs. 
Paul  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  18,  1820,  and  is  now  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Ogden  Township.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children :  Lydia  D.,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest;  Seth  resides  in  Ogden  Township; 
and  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  Levi  Johnson,  lives  in 
Madison  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyman  have 
had  one  child,  Otis  F.,  who  died  when  three  weeks 
old. 

Mr.  Wyman  is  a  practical,  systematic  farmer,  and 
carries  the  same  good  judgment  into  local  and  gen- 
eral affairs  that  he  does  into  his  own  private  occupa- 
tions. He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  township,  in  which   he  has  served  on^  term  as 


Supervisor,  and   was  School   Inspector    under    the 
former  system. 

Politically  Mr.  Wyman  is  a  Democrat,  and  as  an 
honest,  upright  citizen,  straightforward  in  all  his 
transactions,  either  in  business  or  society,  has  uni- 
formly commanded  respect  and  esteem. 


^ ^^ ^ 

AMES  KIMBALL,  one  of  the  old  settlers  and 
representative  farmers  of  the  township  of 
Franklin,  is  now  spending  the  declining  years 
j  of  an  active  life  on  his  farm,  which  he  located 
on  in  1844.  He  was  born  in  Stoddard  Township, 
Cheshire  Co.,  N.  H.,  Jan.  4,  1806,  and  is  the  son  of 
Darius  Kimball,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
and  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The  name  was 
formerly  Campbell,  and  the  change  w^as  made  after 
they  came  to  this  country.  The  father  was  reared 
and  married  in  Massachusetts,  his  wife  being  Cath- 
erine Brown,  of  the  same  State,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Brown,  of  English  descent.  Mr.  Brown  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  so  that  a 
year  later  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  .from  the 
army,  and  died  about  seven  years  after  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wound  received,  which  was  made  by 
a  musket  ball  passing  through  the  shoulder.  James 
Kimball's  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  also 
fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Some  years  after  their  marriage  Darius  Kimball 
and  his  wife  lived  near  Boston,  Mass.,  they  then 
went  to  New  Hampshire,  and  lived  for  some  years 
in  Cheshire  County,  thence  to  Susquehanna  County, 
Pa.,  and  later  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  Dur- 
ing most  of  this  period  the  father  was  engaged  as  a 
carpenter.  In  1846  the  parents  came  to  Michigan, 
w^here  their  son,  our  subject,  had  come  two  years 
before,  and  died  in  Franklin  Township  at  the  home 
of  their  children  ;  the  father  was  ninety -five  years  of 
age,  and  the  mother  a  few  months  over  one  hun- 
dred years. 

Mr.  Kimball  is  the  sixth  of  a  family  of  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  now  dead. 
He  was  reared  in  York  State,  where  he  was  married 
first  to  Miss  F^liza  Case,  a  native  of  Livingston 
Count}^  that  State.  She  had  no  children  and  lived 
,.,.,^.>^„^^.,.  .,  ,,         ■<>► 
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only  a  few  years  after  coming  to  this  county,  dying 
at  the  age  of  thirty- four.  Mr.  K.  was  the  second 
time  married,  in  Genesee  County,  to  Miss  Sarali 
Greytrax,  who  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  16,  1825,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a 
3^oung  woman.  When  quite  young  she  lost  her 
mother  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. ;  her  father  is 
now  living  in  Genesee  County,  Mich.,  ripe  in  3^ears. 
Mrs.  Kimball  is  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Eugene;  Hattie,  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Wilson,  who  is  now  farming  in  Franklin  Township; 
James  and  Sidney;  the  three  sons  reside  at  the 
homestead.  Mrs.  Kimball's  father  married  Eliza 
Norton,  who  died  in  Groveland  Township,  J^iving- 
ston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  when  her  daughter,  Mrs.  K.,  was 
about  nine  3^ears  old.  Mrs.  K.  was  tlie  eldest  of  a 
family  of  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom 
one  son  and  two  daughters  are  yet  living.  She 
was  well  educated,  and  for  some  years  after  she 
came  to  this  State,  in  1844,  she  taught  in  Jackson, 
Lenawee  and  Genesee  Counties.  For  some  time 
she  attended  at  Spring  Arbor,  now  Hillsdale.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church;  Mr. 
Kimball  is  a  life-long  Republican. 

In  after  years,  when  a  future  generation  shall  lis- 
ten in  silent  wonder  to  the  recital  of  the  trials  and 
triumphs  of  their  fathers,  they  will  view  with 
pleasure  such  pictured  faces  as  that  of  Mr.  Kim- 
ball, whose  portrait  is  herewith  presented. 

ON.  CHARLES  BROWN,  a  retired  mer- 
chant, living  in  the  village  of  Medina,  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  eJan.  8, 
1808.  His  parents  were  Solomon  and  Sa- 
rah (McCracken)  Brown,  both  supposed  to  be  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts.  They  married  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Venice,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  lived  in  peace  and  contentment  until  death 
claimed  the  husband  and  father.  After  his  death 
Mrs.  Brown  resided  for  a  time  in  Wyoming  County, 
in  the  same  State,  but  afterward  returned  to  Venice, 
and  there  spent  her  remaining  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  having  an  equal 
number  of  sons  and  daughters. 

Our  subject  was  the  ninth  child  l)orn  to  liis  par- 


ents. He  remained  undoi*  the  i)arentnl  roof  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  assisting  as  duty  demanded, 
and  receiving  an  excellent  education  at  the  public 
scliools.  He  then  commenced  teaching,  and  was 
engaged  in  that  profession  for  a  period  aggregating 
ten  winters  and  three  summers.  In  the  intervening 
time  and  subsequently,  he  Avas  employed  in  various 
occupations,  remaining  a  citizen  of  Cayuga  County 
until  the  fall  of  1830.  He  subsequently  resided  in 
Genesee,  Livingston  and  Wyoming  Counties,  and  in 
1851  he  went  to  Wisconsin  where  he  spent  the  win- 
ter. In  the  following  spring  he  came  to  Lenavvec^ 
County  and  found  employment  as  a  clerk  in  Me- 
dina, which  position  he  held  one  year,  and  during 
the  next  six  months  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  Newaygo  County.  A  year  and  a  half 
later  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Baxter  Lyon, 
and  under  the  firm  name  of  Lyon  &  Brown,  carried 
on  a  large  mercantile  trade  in  Medina.  He  con- 
tinued in  business  here  until  1882,  when  he  sold 
out,  and  since  that  time  has  lived  a  comparatively 
retired  life. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  twice  married.  ^His  first 
marriage  took  place  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y., 
with  Paulina  Walker,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  died  in  her  native  State.  Mr.  Brown  was  again 
married,  in  Medina  Township,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  B., 
daughter  of  Benjamin  M.  and  Lydia  (Spalding)  Stan- 
ley, and  widow  of  Charles  G.  Farnsworth,  who  died 
in  Medina  Township  in  18G6.  She  had  by  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Farnsworth  two  children — P^lizabeth 
F.  and  Edmund  G.  Elizabeth  was  the  wife  of  L. 
P.  Wilkins,  and  died  in  Medina  Township  in  18G(), 
while  Edmund  married  Mary  J.  Roosa,  and  lives  in 
Medina.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Brown  were  natives 
of  New  England.  They  had  five  children,  all  girls, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Brown,  who  was  the  third,  was  boi'n 
in  Jaffrey,  N.  IL,  Nov.  3,  1815.  She  came  with  her 
first  husband  to  Lenawee  County  in  1839,  and  set- 
tled in  Medina,  where  she  has  lived  most  of  the 
time  since. 

Our  subject  is  well  known  and  honored  throughout 
Lenawee  County  as  a  man  and  citizen,  and  has 
honorably  filled  various  public  positions.  In  his 
own  township  he  served  twenty-four  and  one-half 
years  as  Postmaster,  and  as  Township  Clerk  four- 
teen years,  while  for  three  years  he  was  County  Su- 
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perintendent  of  the  Poor.  In  tlie  fall  of  1874,  Mr. 
Brown  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  served  acceptably  two  years.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  putting  through  a  measure  in  the  house 
for  the  rehef  of  Mary  J.  McDermott,  an  orphan 
p-irl  who  lived  in  Lenawee  County,  who  was  about 
to  be  defrauded  of  her  rights  in  an  estate.  He  has 
been  Notary    Public    for    a    period    of    thirty- two 

years. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  strong  Republican,  courageously 
and  fearlessly  upholding  the  principles  promulgated 
by  that  organization.  His  long  and  active  life  has 
been  pre-eminently  one  of  usefulness  to  his  fellow- 
men,  while  his  earnest  advocacy  of  all  plans  for  the 
public  good,  and  his  well-known  benevolence,  have 
earned  for  him  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
know  him. 


^  OYAL  A.  YOUNGS,  a  prominent  and  re- 
^  spected  resident  of  Lenawee  County,  is  lo- 
cated on  a  fme  farm  of  100  acres  of  well- 
limproved  and  highly  cultivated  land  on  sec- 
tion 29,  Seneca  Township.  He  has  erected  a  beau- 
tiful house  and  convenient  and  commodious  out- 
buildings, and  is  now  well  equipped  for  the  work  in 
which  he  is  engaged. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Davis  and  Ama 
(Smith)  Youngs,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  latter  of  Rhode  Island.  They  left  their 
home  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  and  came  to  Lenawee 
County  about  1852,  settling  in  Seneca  Township, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
They  experienced  the  vicissitudes  common  to  the 
early  pioneer  in  this  section  of  country,  and  became 
useful  and  respected  citizens,  living  to  see  a  family 
of  eight  children  grow  up  around  them  useful  and 
honored  citizens. 

Our  subject  was  next  to  the  youngest  of  the 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  who  comprised  the 
parental  family,  and  w^as  born  in  McKean  County, 
Pa.,  Dec.  12,  1835.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
enjoying  what  educational  advantages  were  offered 
in  the  district  schools  of  that  time,  and  came  with 
the  family  to  Lenawee  County  when  seventeen 
years  of  age.     Since  that  time   he  has  been  a  con- 


stant resident,  engaged  exclusively  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1859,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clarinda,  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Polly  (Gardner)  Pletcher,  who  were 
natives  of  Centre  County,  Pa.  In  1847  they  left 
the  Keystone  State,  and  coming  to  Lenawee  County 
settled  in  Seneca  Township,  where  they  still  reside. 
They  became  the  parents  of  foin^  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Youngs, 
the  second  child,  was  born  at  their  home  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Oct.  15,  1837. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Youngs  have  had  born  to  them  a 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  they  suffered  tlie 
loss  of  five  in  infancy.  The  names  of  the  living 
children  are  Fred,  Irving  and  Herbert.  Frednnar- 
ried  Miss  Mary  Scott,  and  resides  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Youngs  records  his  vote  in  favor  of  the 
Republican  candidates,  and  accords  the  party  his 
hearty  support.  He  is  no  seeker  after  political 
honors,  though  he  has  accepted  the  office  of  Drain 
Commissioner,  which  he  retained  four  years.  He 
is  a  public-spirited  and  liberal-mrnded  citizen,  de- 
servedly enjoying  with  his  estimable  wife  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  Avho  have  the  pleasure 
of  their  acquaintance. 


(^  J^ILLIAM  H.  CHENEY,  the  son  of  one  of 
\/yll  ^^^^  earliest  pioneers  of  Ogden  Township, 
^^^  has  the  management  of  his  father's  old 
homestead  in  P'airfield  Township  and  twenty-two 
acres  of  his  own  adjacent  in  Ogden  Township,  which 
latter  he  has  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
erected  thereon  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings.  His 
family  consists  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  the 
latter  being  named  respectively :  Ora  L.,  Ara  and 
Asa  (twins),  and  Delia  A.  Mr.  Cheney  is  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  the  scion 
of  an  excellent  old  family,  is  thrifty,  economical 
and  industrious,  and  a  fair  sample  of  the  honest 
man  and  good  citizen. 

John  Cheney,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub 
ject,  was  born   in  New   Hampshire,  in  1765,  and 


^►^B--#^ 


i 


t 


'#    782 


m^^^ 


lp:nawp]e  county. 


when  a  young  man  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade, 
which  he  followed  mostly  through  life.  He  left  the 
Old  Granite  State  in  1803,  and  with  his  family  re- 
moved to  Scipio,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.  Six  years 
later  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Parma,  Monroe 
County,  locating  upon  a  farm  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  taking  place  about 
1840.  In  1788  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Finch, 
by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  John,  Jr.,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  being  the  eighth  child  and  fifth  son, 
and  now  the  only  survivor  of  the  family.  Mrs. 
Lucy  Cheney  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  in  1770, 
and  died  in  Parma,  N.  Y.,  in  1810. 

John  Cheney,  Jr.,  whs  born  in  Tunbridge,  Vt., 
Sept.  4,  1802,  and  only  lived  with  his  parents  until 
seven  years  of  age,  receiving  a  very  limited  educa- 
tion. When  a  lad  of  fourteen  he  commenced  work- 
ing by  the  month,  and  in  1829  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Parma,  which  he  occupied  until  the  spring  of 
1833,  when  he  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  located  in  Madison  Township,  this  county. 

In  1847  Mr.  Cheney  sold  his  property  in  Madi- 
son Township,  and  purchased  land  on  section  13,  in 
Fairfield  Township,  where  he  now  resides.  He  sub- 
sequently became  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 24  and  seventy-five  acres  in  Ogden  Township. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  was  a  man  of  much  force 
of  character,  perseverance  and  industry,  winning 
his  own  fortune  by  the  labor  of  his  hands. 

John  Cheney,  Jr.,  while  a  resident  of  New  York 
State,  was  married,  Jan.  1,  1827,  to  Miss  Louisa, 
daughter  of  Asahel,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  Finch,  and 
sister  of  Asahel  Finch,  Jr.,  a  former  pioneer  resi- 
dent and  business  man  of  Adrian.  Of  this  union 
there  were  nine  children,  the  record  of  whom  is  as 
follows:  The  eldest  son,  Edward  S.,  w^as  born  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  July  9,  1828,  and  died  while  a 
Union  soldier  from  disease  contracted  in  the  army, 
March  24,  1863;  Evelyn  F.  was  born  in  Parma,  N. 
Y.,  and  is  now  at  home;  George  P.  was  born  in 
Madison  Township,  this  county,  and  died  Sept.  15, 
1854,  when  twenty  years  of  age;  Delfina  A.  became 
the  wife  of  William  Jenkins,  of  Ogden  Township,  and 
died  April  17, 1879;  Alpherous  is  farming  in  Lucas 
County,  Ohio;  Cullen  T.,  in  Fairfield  Township, 
this  county,  and  John  N.,  in  Ogden  Township;  ])e 
Witt  B.  died  April  7,  1864,  when  nineteen  years  of 


age;  William  IL  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Fairfield 
Township,  July  12,  1847. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Genoa, 
Cayuga  Co.,  N.Y.,  May  3, 1 807,  and  died  in  Fairfield, 
July  31,  1879.  Her  father,  Asahel  Finch,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  4,  1775,  subsequently 
became  a  resident  of  Ogden,  Monroe  County,  and 
finally  removed  to  Waukesha,  Wis.,  where  his  death 
took  place  in  1859.  The  maternal  grandmother  of 
our  subject,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Finch,  was  born  in  Dur- 
ham, N.  Y.,  Aug.  1,  1778,  and  died  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  in  1845. 

William  Cheney  was  a  lad  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  he  began  to  take  a  man's  place  in  assisting  his 
father  to  operate  the  homestead.     He  remembers 
well  the  face  of  the  country  at   that    time,   when 
deer,  wild   turkeys  and  other  game  were  plentiful. 
Ths  wolves  frequently  serenaded  their  cabin  home 
at  night,  but  seldom  did  any  mischief  as  long  as  the 
I   chickens   and   small   domestic   animals   were  safely 
;    housed.     Young  Cheney  continued  under  the  par- 
I    ental  roof   until   his  marriage,  and   then,  with   his 
j    bride,  took  up  his  abode  upon  the  place  which  he 
I    has  since  occupied.     They  commenced  housekeep- 
I    ing  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  place,  and  which,  with  a 
j    small  frame   barn  and  four  acres  cleared  from   the 
I    timber,  constituted   the  improvements.    •  The  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  property  is  in  fine  contrast  with 
the  past,  and  the  neat  homestead,  bearing  the  evi- 
dence of  taste  and  comfort,  is  one  which  invariably 
attracts  the  eye  of  the  passing  traveler. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Nov.  1,  1874,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Harriet 
Walker,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Amelia  (Luther) 
Walker,  and  born  in  Adrian  Township,  April  9, 
1854.  Seth  Walker  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia 
Luther  in  Adrian,  April  7,  1852,  and  resides  in  Fair- 
field Township,  where  they  have  lived  for  thirty 
years.  They  had  ^ye  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Cheney  is  the  eldest;  the 
sons  are  both  deceased. 

[LJ^  ARCITS  BENNETT,  a  resident  of  Lenawee 

I      iW    ^^^^^^^^y  ^^^'  ^^^^   ^^^^   twenty-one  years,  is 

I       [^  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  highly  respected 

^  citizens,  and  has  now  rounded   more  than 

threescore  years  and  ten.     He  is  eminently  an  illus- 
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tratiou  of  the  self-made  man,  as  at  an  early  age 
in  life  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and 
compelled  to  look  out  for  liimself.  His  boyhood 
years  were  spent  in  New  York,  where  his  birth  took 
place  at  the  modest  home  of  his  parents  on  the  5th 
of  May,  KSIO.  He  left  the  parental  roof  when  fif- 
teen years  old  and  engaged  as  a  boat  hand  on  the 
Erie  Canal,  where  he  was  employed  nine  seasons. 
Afterward  he  took  up  farming  pursuits  at  $10  per 
month,  still  remaining  in  his  native  State,  but  lat- 
terly residing  mostly  in  Niagara  County. 

Mr.  Bennett,  in  1884,  migrated  westward  to  this 
State,  and  first  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  what  was 
then  Monroe  County,  now  Lucas  Count\^,  Ohio, 
where  he  cultivated  the  soil  and  made  his  home 
until  186G.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Madison  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  took  up  his  abode  and  has  since  remained. 
This  property,  which  is  now^  in  the  possession  of  his 
son,  comprises  102  acres  of  fertile  land,  upon  which 
he  has  labored  industriously,  and  which  now  pro- 
duces in  abundance  some  of  the  richest  crops  of 
Michigan. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1836,  the 
maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Olive  Odell,  a  na- 
tive of  his  own  State,  and  who  bore  him  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Sallie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  C.  jM.  C. 
Cook,  of  Lansing,  Mich.  The  young  wife  lived 
less  than  tln-ee  years  after  her  niarriage,  her  decease 
taking  place  in  what  is  now  Lucas  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  29,  1839.  Mr.  Bennett  was  subsequently  mar- 
ried, June  'I'l^  1841,  again  in  Niagara  County,  N. 
Y^.,  to  Miss  Emeline  Lusk,  whu  was  l)orn  in  Bloom- 
field,  Ontario  Co..  N.  Y.,  Dec.  '1%.  1814.  Of  this 
union  there  were  born  tiiree  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  a  record:  Their  eldest  son.  Perry,  dur- 
ing the  late  war  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Com- 
pan}^  F,  14th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  bat- 
tle, while  storming  the  fort,  witli  his  comrades,  at 
Jonesboro,  Ga. ;  his  remains  fill  an  unmarked  grave 
near  that  battle-field.  Alanson  is  a  practicing  attor- 
ney of  Adrian;  Lyman  was  born  May  25,  1847, 
and  was  married  in  Madison,  Nov.  2,  1871,  to  Miss 
Emma  Grant,  a  native  of  Adrian,  born  March  27, 
1851;  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Bessie  M. 
Mr.  Bennett,  while  a  resident  of  J^ucas  County, 


Ohio,  met  with  a  serious  accident,  by  which  he 
nearly  lost  his  life,  a  tree  having  fallen  upon  his  head, 
which  left  a  scar  that  remains  to  this  day.  He  was 
picked  up  senseless  and  for  many  days  his  recovery 
was  despaired  of.  Owing,  however,  to  the  skill  of 
his  physician  and  good  nursing,  he  slowly  recovered, 
and  happily  escaped  with  his  brain  uninjured. 
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HENRY  ULOTH,  an  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising young  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Ogden  Township,  was  born  in  a  far-away 
country  across  the  sea,  but  he  left  it  at  such 
an  early  age  that  he  has  no  recollection  of  his  birth- 
place, and  knows  no  other  home  than  this,  his 
adopted  country,  to  which  he  owes  his  allegiance. 
He  was  born  in  Germany,  July  5,  1855,  and  is  the 
son  of  George  and  Magdalena  (Burk)  Ulotli.  (For 
parental  history  see  biographical  sketch  of  Adam 
H.  Uloth.)  His  father  was  a  journeyman  carpen- 
ter in  his  native  country,  but  after  working  at  his 
trade  there  for  several  years  he  decided  in  the  year 
1850  to  remove  with  his  wife  and  two  children  to 
the  United  States,  and  try  his  fortunes  as  a  farmer. 
His  first  settlement  in  this  country  was  made  in 
Lorahi  County,  Ohio.  In  1864  he  removed  to 
Michigan,  where  he  made  a  settlement  in  the  forests 
of  Ogden  Township,  and  the  struggle  to  subdue  the 
forest  began,  which  resulted  so  disastrously  to  him 
a  few  years  later. 

Our  subject  was  but  a  year  old  when  he  crossed 
the  ocean  with  his  parents  to  make  a  home  in  this 
country.  The  latter  were  poor  and  could  not  af- 
ford him  many  advantages,  excepting  a  thorough 
practical  training  in  the  hard  labors  of  a  farmer's 
life  in  a  nevNdy  settled  country.  This  was  good 
discipline,  however,  developing  powers  of  endur- 
ance, self-reliant  habits,  and  boldness  of  character. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
old,  and  then  began  life  for  himself,  working  by  the 
month  on  a  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two,  and  care- 
fully saving  his  earnings  until  he  had  enough  to  buy 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  of  this  township, 
which  still  forms  a  part  of  his  present  farm.  Fif- 
teen acres  of   this  land  were  cleared  at  the  time  of 
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his  purchase,  and  the  practical  training  he  had 
ah-eady  received  in  farming,  combined  with  his 
indomitable  energy  and  perseverance,  has  enabled 
him  to  bring  it  all  to  a  high  state  of  culture.  Nor 
does  he  confine  himself  to  the  tillage  of  the  land, 
])ut  has  also  engaged  with  much  success  in  stock- 
raising. 

Mr.  Uloth  was  married,  March  26,  1877,  to  Miss 
Ella,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Erastiis  and 
Eliza  J.  (Mackey)  Tiffany.  She  was  born  in  Adrian 
Township,  Feb.  18,  1860,  while  her  parents  were 
natives  of  Roxbury,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  w^ere  reared  and  married.  In  the  year  1855 
they  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  after  residing  there 
a  short  time  came  to  Lenawee  County  and  located 
in  Adrian  Township;  there  the  father  died  in  1859, 
three  months  before  the  birth  of  his  daughter  Ella. 
His  widow  married  a  second  time,  and  spent  her 
declining  years  in  Fairfield  Township,  dying  Dec. 
23,  1875.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Elias  and  Eliza 
A.  (Simmons)  Mackey,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York  State.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
removed  to  Lenawee  County  before  the  war,  resid- 
ing for  :^ome  time  in  Rome  Township,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Adrian  Township,  where  his  demise 
occurred.  His  widow,  now  about  seventy  years  of 
age,  resides  with  Mrs.  Uloth,  her  granddaughter. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Noble  and  Sarah  (Randall) 
Simmons,  and  was  born  in  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uloth  have  one  child,  Clarence. 
They  are  consistent  members,  in  good  standing,  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  while  in  politics  Mr.  Uloth 
is  a  Republican.  His  Integrity  of  character  is  un- 
questioned, and  in  every  respect  he  is  a  good  citizen. 


5^  AMUEL  WHITE  is  a  native  of  Suffolkshire, 
England,  where  he  was  born  July  20,  1810, 
and  is  the  second  of  four  children  born  to 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Stanford)  White.  They 
were  of  the  race  of  hardy  yeomanry  who  have  made 
the  name  of  England  synonymous  with  strength  and 
honor  throughout  the  world.  The  father  was  by 
trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  died  in  middle 
b'fe,  having  barely  attained  the  age  of  forty-four. 


His  widow  survived  him  many  years,  her  life  being 
lengthened  out  to  nearly  eighty-five  years. 

Samuel  White  learned  his  father's  trade  and  lived 
in  liis  native  county  until  shortly  after  his  marriage 
with  Ann  Smith.  That  most  excellent  Christian 
woman,  commencing  early  in  life  her  influence  for 
good  on  the  life  of  her  husband,  induced  liim,  in 
1830,  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States.  On  reach- 
ing these  shores  they  located  in  Wajaie  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  for  a  time  Samuel  followed  his  trade,  but 
being  imbued  with  the  idea  of  making  a  settlement 
in  a  new  country  and  carving  out  a  future  for 
himself,  in  1836  he  came  to  Michigan.  On  coming 
to  this  locality  he  at  first  located  on  section  16,  of 
Cambridge  Township,  at  that  time  covered  with 
heavy  timber,  and  sturdily  commenced  to  clear  the 
land  and  make  a  farm.  Endowed  by  nature  with 
a  strong  frame  and  sturdy  mind,  with  the  natural 
obstinacy  of  disposition  that  properly  belongs  to  the 
energetic  Anglo-Saxon,  he  entered  upon  his  work 
with  the  necessary  vim,  and  has  achieved  the  suc- 
cess for  which  he  aimed,  having  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing his  farm  one  of  the  most  highly  cultivated  in 
the  county.  Here  he  resided  for  many  years  and 
here,  in  1877,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife 
by  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  She  was  one  of 
the  women  who  are  chiefly  noted  for  their  domes- 
tic virtues,  being  a  loving  mother,  affectionate  wife 
and  kind  neighbor.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living,  and  married. 

In  1879  Mr.  White  married  Mrs.  Losina  S.  Archer, 
who  was  a  native  of  Middletown  Township,  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  April  19,  1814.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Susanna  (Rawson) 
Parker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the*  State  of 
Massachusetts,  but  who  removed  to  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  shortly  after  their  marriage;  they 
subsequently  resided  in  Wayne  County.  Mrs. 
White  is  the  youngest  of  eleven  children,  and  was 
but  ten  months  old  when  the  family  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  where  both  parents  died,  the  father 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  and  the  mother  when  sixty- 
six  years  old.  Losina  Parker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  her  first  husband,  Nelson  Lapham,  in 
New  York,  where  he  carried  on  farming.  After  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
she  married  William  D.  Archer.     After  his  last  mar- 
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riagc  Mr.  Wliite  removed  to  his  present  farm  on 
secition  2(),  Cambridge  Township,  where  he  has  a 
line  place  of  130  acres,  although  he  still  continues 
to  own  the  old  farm  of  the  same  extent.  Both  of 
these  places  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
evince  by  their  care  the  pride  the  owner  takes  in 
them. 

Mr.  White  has  been  for  the  most  of  his  life  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  p^rty,  but  is  now  a 
le.nder  among  the  Prohibitionists.  He  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  all  his  fellow-citizens  and  has  held  many 
of  tlie  offices  of  the  township,  notably  that  of  Town- 
ship Clerk,  which  position  he  tilled  for  more  than 
fourteen  years,  a  criterion  which  shows  the  appre- 
ciation in  whicli  he  is  held  in  the  land  of  his  adop- 
tion, lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church. 
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^KOKGE  AY.  BTIVEN,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
rs  of  Lenawee  County,  is  a  line  illus- 
of  the  self-made  man,  as  he  began 
life  for  himself  mostly  dependent  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. He  came  to  this  section  of  coiuitry  in 
the  pioneer  days,  and  has  been  an  interested  witness 
of  the  growth  and  development  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan, while  at  the  same  time  he  has  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  the  building  up  of  this  county 
and  assisting  it  to  its  present  enviable  position. 

The  subject  of  this  l)iography  was  born  in  Great 
Barrington,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  March  16,  1821, 
and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Blivcn)  Bliven, 
natives  of  Westerly,  R.  I.  Samuel  Bliven  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1792,  and  is  the  son  of  (ieorge  Bliven,  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  wlio  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  served  as  a,  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  AVith  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in 
the  army,  he  passed  his  entire  life  at  the  place  of 
his  birth.  His  son  Samuel,  when  a  boy  of  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years,  went  to  sea  in  the  sloop  ''  Benja- 
nun"  on  a  fishing  expediticm  to  the  Straits  of  Belle 
Isle,  on  the  northern  coast  of  Newfoundland. 
Thence  he  shipped  on  board  a  merchant  vessel  and 
thereafter  visited  England.  France,  and  many  of 
the  Southern  ports  in  this  country.  He  made  (me 
voyage  from  New  York  to  the  Russian  ports  in  the 
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Baltic  Sea,  and  in  all  spent  about  ten  years  of  his 
life  on  the  ocean.  During  the  War  of  1812  he 
served  in  a  Connecticut  regiment  of  minute  men, 
and  for  his  services  mjw  draws  a  pension  from  the 
Government. 

In  1819  Samuel  Bliven  left  his  native  State,  and 
after  a  brief  residence  in  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts, migrated  to  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  which  is  included  within  its  present  limits. 
Some  years  later,  in  1833,  he  came  to  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  and  purchasing  125  acres  of  land  on 
sections  20  and  21,  in  Blissfield  Township,  built  up 
a  good  farm  which  he  still  occupies.  He  was  always 
a  very  industrious  and  energetic  man,  never  afraid 
of  putting  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  either  for 
himself  or  his  neighbors,  and  as  the  result  of  a  tem- 
perate life  and  correct  habits,  enjoyed  remarkably 
good  health  until  after  he  had  passed  his  threescore 
years.  He  has  remained  here  since  the  death  of  his 
wife,  in  1846,  and  is  now  under  the  kind  care  of 
his  son  and  daughter,  and  is  over  ninety-five  years 

of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Bliven  Feb.  1,  1818,  was  the  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Amy  (Bliven)  Bliven,  of  Westerly, 
R.  I.  The  parental  household  included  seven  chil- 
dren, viz:  George  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Bliss- 
Held;  Joseph  F.,  on  the  home  farm;  Albert  H.,  who 
died  in  Blissfield,  July  29,  1855;  Samuel  M.  died  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Mary  A.,  and  a  son  and 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Westerly,  R.  1.,  June  11,  1795,  and  died  in 
Blissfield,  Nov.  10,1846. 

George  W.  Bliven  accompanied  his  parents  when 
they  came  to  this  county,  the  journey  being  effected 
by  the  usual  mode  of  travel  of  that  early  day. 
^  Their  outfit  included  two  pairs  of  horses  and  two 
wagons,  and  they  camped  and  cooked  by  the  way- 
I  side,  sleei)ing  in  the  wagons  at  night.  Deer,  wolves 
and  wild  turkeys  were  plentiful,  and  whatever  else 
they  might  lack  in  the  way  of  provisions  they  were 
always  supplied  with  choice  meat.  Young  Bliven 
assisted  his  father  in  clearing  a  farm,  and  remained 
under  the  home  roof  until  reaching  manhood.  He 
had  been  quite  a  hunter  and  trapper  during  his 
youth,  and   made   considerable   money   dealing  in 
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furs.  He  traveled  over  the  country  when  it  was  a 
wilderness,  and  as  a  fur  dealer  laid  the  foundations 
of  his  fortune. 

Upon  reacliing  his  majority  young  Bliven  left 
the  farm  and  engaged  with  the  Erie  &  Kalamazoo 
Railroad  Company  (now  Michigan  Southern)  as 
track  repairer,  being  occupied  thus  three  or  four 
years.  He  had  now  saved  quite  a  little  sum  of 
money,  and  he  invested  this  in  a  tract  of  land  near 
Ottawa  Lake.  He  never  occupied  it,  however,  but 
made  considerable  improvements  and  sold  out  a  few 
years  later  at  an  advanced  price.  This  venture 
stimulated  him  to  further  investment  in  this  line, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  most  extensive  land- 
owners in  this  part  of  the  country,  his  subsequent 
operations  being  confined  mostly  to  Southern 
Michigan. 

Mr.  Bliven,  May  13,  1854,  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  E.  Goodale,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents, near  Deerfield,  Mich.  Mrs.  Bliven  was  born 
in  Baldwinsville,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7, 
1833,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Sarah  E. 
Goodale,  the  former  a  native  of  Fabius,  N.  Y.,  and 
born  Oct.  4,  1800.  He  was  the  son  of  Nathan 
Goodale,  a  New  Englander  by  birth,  who  left  his 
native  hills  and  located  in  the  wilds  of  Madison 
County  during  its  earliest  settlement,  where  he  im- 
proved a  farm,  and  died  in  1823.  He  had  married 
a  Miss  Mattoon,  also  a  native  of  New  England,  who 
was  called  to  her  reward  ten  years  before  the  de- 
cease of  her  husband.  Natlian  Goodale  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  a  pensioner 
during  the  last  years  of  his  life.  His  son  Hiram, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Bliven,  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  went  into 
Monroe  County,  and  from  there  a  few  years  later 
to  the  town  of  Baldwinsville,  in  Onondaga  County. 
He  was  a  natural  mechanic  and  became  an  expert 
millwright.  His  early  advantages  for  learning  were 
exceedingly  limited,  but  after  learning  to  read  he 
became  well-informed,  and  continued  thus  to  keep 
himself  posted  upon  all  matters  of  general  interest. 
He  was  married  in  Baldwinsville  and  lived  there 
until  1845,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and  pur- 
chased a  quarter  section  of  timl)er  land  upon  its 
eastern  line,  iu  Deerfield  Township.  Mr.  Goodale 
put  up  a  block  house,  cleared  the  forest  away,  and 
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cultivated  the  soil  until  the  illness  which  resulted 
in  his  death.  May  5,  1850.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
(Keene)  Goodale,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Homer, 
Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1810,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  B.  aud  Comfort  (White)  Keene,  natives 
respectively  of  New  Hampshire  and  of  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.  After  the  death  of  her  first  husband, 
Mrs.  Goodale  was  married  to  Joseph  Tenant,  and 
died  at  her  home  near  Deerfield,  Aug.  28,  1866. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliven  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  four  now  living;  they  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Alice  J.,  Mrs.  Haskell  Warren,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Beadle  County.  Dak.;  Edward  G.  is  at 
home  with  his  parents;  Cora  J.  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Sisson,  of  Adrian;  Egbert  B.  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  months;  Lucy  J.  E.  remains  at  home;  Agnes 
Mabel  was  born  Dec.  20,  1865,  and  became  the  wife 
of  Charles  B.  Phillips,  Jr.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  she 
died  March  14,1886,  leaving  one  child,  Kenneth 
L.,  who  lives  with  his  grandparents. 

ILLI  AM  B.  WHITE,  one  of  the  leading  and 
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'li  influential  agriculturists  of  this  township, 
I  resides  on  his  fine  farm  of  260  acres  on 
sections  15  aud  16,  Cambridge  Township.  Only 
one  acre  of  it  is  on  section  15,  and  on  that  is  erected 
his  excellent  residence,  which  is  well  surrounded 
with  all  necessary  out-buildings.  Mr.  White  is 
known  as  one  of  the  leading  stock-raisers  of  this 
locality,  as  he  gives  most  of  his  attention  to  that 
line  of  farming,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  He 
is  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  near  Palmyra,  Dec.  2o^  1834,  and  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Ann  (Smith)  White,  a  sketch  of  whom 
will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this  Album. 

When  William  White  was  about  eighteen  months 
old  his  parents  came  to  this  county  and  located  on 
section  15,  Cambridge  Township.  Here  he  was 
reared  and  received  his  education  in  the  log  cabin 
school-house,  whose  hallowed  walls  enshrine  the 
halcyon  memories  of  so  many  of  our  eminent  men. 
In  the  days  of  his  youth  he  took  up  the  trade  of 
his  father,  that  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  for 
a  few  years,  afterward  turning  his  attention  to 
farming. 

William  B.  White  was  united  in   marriage,  Oct. 
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31,  I860,  with  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  Calvin  and 
Pattie   (Floward)   Lewis,  natives   of  Vermont  and 
New  York  States  respectively.     Her  parents  were 
married   in   Livingston   County,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
mother  had  been  born  and  reared.     Calvin  Lewis 
removed  from   Burlington,  \^t.,  to  New  York  when 
a  lad  of  fourteen  years,  and   during  the  struggle 
between   the   United   States   and   Great   Britain  in 
1812,  was  in  the  army  and  saw  considerable  service 
in  the   field.       He   was  the    son   of    Timothy   and 
Pnttie  (Bradley)  Lewis,  the  former  an  old  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  a  native  of  New  England,  who  after 
l)assing  a  few  years   in   Michigan,  removed  to  Illi- 
nois and  died  at  Belvidere,  in  that  State,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-four  years.      His  son,  Calvin  Lewis,  born 
in  1793,  was  the  fourth  of  eight  children.     Return- 
ing to  the  State  of  New  York,  on  his  discharge,  he 
was  there  married  and  followed  farming  until  the 
death  of  his  wife  in   1840,  leaving  him  with  seven 
small   children,   when  he   removed  to   the   western 
part  of  the   State.     In    1854,  with  his   children,  he 
migrated   to   Michigan,  and   made  a  settlement  in 
(Cambridge  Township,  purchasing  a  large  farm  where 
he  remained  until  1866,  when  he  removed  to  Pent 
Water,  Mich.,  with   part   of  his   family.      While  a 
resident  of    that  place  he   was  stricken   by  death, 
March  9,  1868.     Like   most   of  those  who  came  of 
New  England  stock   Mr.  Lewis  seems  to  have  been 
one  of  those  in  whom  conscience  was  as  hereditary 
as  intelligence,  and  while  striving  to  earn  a  compe- 
tency by  all  honorable  means  he  would  never  swerve 
from  the  true  path  of  rectitude  and  honor. 

Mrs.  White  is  a  native  of  Wyoming  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  born  March  10,  1836.  She  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  her  mother  dying  when  she 
was  about  a  year  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  recorded  as  follows :  Mary 
I.  was  born  Dec.  13,  1861,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
W.  Gilbert,  who  lives  in  Rome  Township;  they 
have  one  child,  an  infant  unnamed.  Ann  M.  was 
born  March  1,  1864,  and  attended  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti;  she  is  at  present  at  home. 
Arthur  E.  was  born  Nov.  21,  1870,  and  is  attending 
school  at  Raisin  Valley. 

Mr.  White's  career  as  a  pioneer  citizen  has  been 

one  eminently  successful.     Coming  here  at  an  early 

}     i\<ri)  he  has  grown  up  amid  these  surroundings,  prov- 


'*^-~P---^#« 


ing  himself  in  every  way  worthy  and  useful  to  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  while  his  neighbors 
and  old  friends  unitedly  bear  testimony  to  his  ster- 
ling worth,  integrity,  and  valuable  services  as  a 
citizen.     In  politics  he  is  a  sincere  Democrat. 
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\r  EWIS  WESTFALL.  The  subject  of  this 
I  (@)  sketch  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J., 
I|L-^  on  the  16th  of  April,  1818,  and  was  the  son 
of  Daniel  Westfall,  a  farmer,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  of  Holland  ancestors.  The  father  removed 
to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y".,  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  known  as  the  township  of  Niles,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  of  100  acres,  which  was  but  partially 
improved.  It  was  one  of  the  first  settled  farms  in 
that  section,  and  contained  a  good  frame  house  for 
that  time;  on  this  farm  he  resided  until  his  death. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Polly  McKibby, 
also  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  Scotch  ances- 
tors. She  died  on  the  homestead  in  Niles,  in  1865, 
aged  eighty-six  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  seven  years 
old  when  his  parents  removed  to  New  York,  and 
he  remained  with  them  until  he  grew  to  maturity, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.      AV^hen  a 
young  man,  he  taught  school  for  a  time,  and  then 
went  to  Skaneateles,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  learned  the  trade  of  joiner,  and  then   followed 
that  occupation  for  seven  years.    In  1852  he  moved 
to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  was  employed   in  the  rail- 
road shops  at  that  place.     While  there,  lie  became 
afflicted   with  spinal  affection,   which  in  a  measure 
incapacitated  liim  for  manual  labor,  and   in    1866 
he  sold  his  property  in  Sandusky,  and  returning  to 
New  York,  settled  on  the  old  homestead  in  Cayuga 
County.     Here  he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1872, 
when  he  came  to  Blissfield  Township,  and  bought 
the    old    school-house    property,   which    he     trans- 
formed into  a  dwelling-house,  and  in  the  same  lot 
built  the  house  where  he  resided  until  his   death, 
Aug.  25,  18.85,  and  where  Mrs.  Westfall  still  lives. 
He  had  accumulated   quite  a   property,  and   after 
coming  here  did  little  manual  labor. 

On  the   31st  of    May,    1851,   Mr.    Westfall   was 
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married  to  Miss  H.  Louisa  Morrison,  who  was  born 
in  Vernon,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  23,  1830.  Her 
father,  Owen  Morrison,  was  born  in  Colerain,  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Mass.,  and  his  father,  David  Morrison,  was 
born  on  the  farm  on  which  his  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  were  born.  David  Morrison  was 
a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Massachusetts. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Westfall  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  received  an  excellent 
education,  and  taught  school.  He  studied  with  an 
elder  brother,  with  the  intention  of  becoming  a 
physician,  but  as  his  health  would  not  permit  him 
to  engage  in  the  practice  of  that  profession  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farlning.  When  about 
twenty  years  of  age  he  went  to  Oneida  County, 
where  he  married,  and  followed  farming  in  Yernon 
Township  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1862.  Mrs.  Westfall's  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Laura  Barrett,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Gains 
Barrett,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a  pioneer  of 
Oneida  County,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years. 

Mr.  Westfall  was  a  member  of  Science  Lodge,  A. 
F.  ik  A.  M.,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Westfall  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while 
her  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 


^1/  LE^YELLYN  HART.  The  gentleman  whose 
I  ^  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is 
ri^\  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  his 
pleasant  homestead  on  section  10,  Hudson  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Royalton,  Niagara  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  29,  1840,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  John 
and  Elvira  Hart  (for  parental  history  see  sketch  of 
Albert  Hart.) 

Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents 
when  foiu'  years  old,  and  he  can  distinctly  remem- 
ber when  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other  game  were 
plentiful.  The  first  school  of  the  township  was  held 
in  the  log  house  situated  on  his  father's  farm,  with 
its  chimney  of  dirt  and  sticks,  its  puncheon  floor 
and  slab  benches.  In  this  primitive  building  our 
subject  received  his  first  instruction  in  the  ^'three 
R's,"  and  as  soon  as  large  enough  he  assisted  liis  fa- 


ther in  clearing  the  farm  and  tilling  the  soil.  He 
remained  at  home  thus  engaged  until  his  marriage, 
which  took  place  in  November,  1882,  when  he  was 
united  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Jackson,  a  native  of  Addi- 
son, Lenawee  County.  Her  father,  W.  W.  Jackson, 
was  born  in  Victor,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  3, 
1813,  and  his  father,  eJacob  Jackson,  it  is  supposed, 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  resided  in  that  county 
until  1830  or  1831,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  and  located  in  Madison  Township, 
where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land  and  improved  a 
farm,  and  there  spent  the  last  3^ ears  of  his  life. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Hart  was  seventeen  years  old 
when  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and 
after  he  had  grown  to  manhood  he  settled  in  Adams 
Township,  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  was  an  early 
settler.  He  resided  there  until  1853,  then  sold  his 
farm  and  again  started  for  a  new  country.  He  pene- 
trated the  forests  of  Wisconsin  and  settled  in  what 
is  novv  Adrian  Township,  Monroe  County,  being  a 
pioneer  of  that  place  also.  He  had  great  natural 
ability  and  was  possessed  of  a  good  education,  and 
the  Tomah  paper  speaking  of  him,  said :  *TIe  soon 
attained  a  high  position  in  church  and  State."  He 
was  appointed  County  Judge  by  the  Governor  in 
1858,  and  was  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  four- 
teen 3^ears,  besides  serving  in  the  State  Legislature 
seven  years.  The  efficient  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charged his  official  duties  was  a  credit  to  himself 
and  an  honor  to  the  people  who  elected  him.  He 
was  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  Methodist  Church,  and  the  village  of  Jack- 
sonville in  Monroe  County,  was  named  in  his  honor. 
Mr.  Jackson  improved  a  farm  near  there,  which  he 
occupied  until  his 'removal  to  Tomah,  Wis.,  where 
he  lived  retired  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  dying- 
May  19,  1886.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Hart,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Amanda  Gilson,  was  a  native  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  where  her  parents,  Simon 
and  Mary  (Courtwright)  Gilson,  were  pioneers, 
coming  liere  from  Pennsylvania.  Subsequently 
they  removed  to  Hillsdale  County,  where  they  were 
early  settlers,  and  from  there  they  went  to  Tomah, 
Wis.,  where  both  died. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Hart  and  his  wife  settled  on 
the  farm  they  now  occupy.      It  comprises  100  acres 
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of  valuable  land,  on  which  are  a  good  dwelling  and 
.substantial  farm  buildings.  He  is  successfully  en- 
gaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  having  fine 
graded  cattle.  Short-horns  being  his  favorite  breed. 
To  Mr.  Hart  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  child, 
Cm-roll.  Politically,  Mr.  Hart  has  always  been  in- 
dependent, believing  in  the  best  men  for  the  best 
I      places,  but  usually  voting  with  the  Republicans. 


^j^  AMUEL  BLIVEN,  of  Blissfield  Township, 
'^^    was  born  in  Westerly,  K.  I.,  on  the  28th  of 
1^   February,  171)2.    His  father,  George  Bliven, 
^=^    was    born    in   the    same   place,  and    was  a 
soldier    in    the    Revolutionary    War.       He    was   a 
farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Westerly.    Sam- 
uel Bliven,  when  a  boy  thirteen  or  fourteen  years 
old,  went  to  sea  in  the  sloop  ^'  Benjamin,"  on  a  fishing 
expedition   to   the    Straits    of    Belle    Isle,    on   the 
northern   coast  of  Newfoundland.       Afterward  he 
shipped  on   board  a  merchant  vessel,  and  went  to 
England,  France,  and  many  of  the  Southern  ports  in 
this    country.     He    made    one   voyage   from   New 
York    to  the  Russian  ports  in  the  Baltic  Sea,  and 
spent  in  all  about  ten  years  of  his  life  upon   the 
ocean.     He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  a 
Connecticut    regiment    of    minute    men,  and    now 
draws  a  pension  for  his  services.      About  1819  he 
went  to  Stonington,  Conn.,  where   he   lived  about 
one  year;  he  then  went  to  Berkshire  County,  Mass., 
where    he   followed  farming    for  about  six  years. 
In    1827    he    migrated    to    Cleveland,    Ohio,    and 
purchased  a  farm  within  the  present  limits  of  that 
city.     He    lived  there  about  seven  years,  and   in 
1833  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased  125  acres  of 
land  on  sections  20  and  21,  in  Blissfield  Township, 
where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Bliven  has  always  been  an  active  man,  and 
has  bought  and  sold  several  pieces  of  land,  both  in 
this  and  Monroe  County.  He  has  always  enjoyed 
remarkably  good  health,  and  until  after  he  was 
sixty  years  of  age,  never  was  sick  enough  to  keep 
him  from  his  labor,  excepting  while  he  had  his 
regular  spells  of  ague,  during  the  first  few  years  of 
his  residence  in  this  county.  During  the  past 
tw(Mity  years  he  hns  suffered  with  rheumatism,  but 
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he  i*s  now,  in  his  ninety-sixth  year,  able  to  do  con- 
siderable work. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  1818,  Mr.  B.  married  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Amy  BUven,  of 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children, 
recorded  as  follows:  George  W.  was  born  in  Great 
Barrington,  Mass.,  March  16,  1821,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Blissfield;  Joseph  F.  was  born  in  the 
same  place,  April  1,  1823;  Albert  H.  was  born  in 
Lee,  Mass.,  May  13,  1825,  and  died  in  Blissfield, 
July  29,  1855;  Samuel  M.  was  born  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  Jan.  8,  1832,  and  died  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. ; 
Mary  A.  was  born  in  Blissfield,  April  8,  1839,  while 
one  son  and  a  daughter  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Mary  Bliven  was  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  June  11, 
1795,  and  died  in  Bbssfield,  Nov.  10,  1846. 

ellARLES  BLANC  HARD  is  the  only  living 
member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
who  took  up  their  residence  in  Michigan 
Territory  over  fifty  years  ago.  For  forty  years  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  Medina  Township,  and  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of  200  acres  on  section 
25.  His  parents,  John  W.  and  Phebe  Blanchard, 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  the  father  born 
in  1800  and  the  mother  in  1805.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  came  with  his  family  to 
Michigan  and  settled  first  in  Oakland  County. 
Here  John  W.  was  married  to  Miss  Phebe  Wixom, 
and  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Oak- 
land County,  the  mother  dying  in  September,  1846, 
and  the  father  two  years  later.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children— Lewis  M.,  Marshall, 
Charles  and  Elizabeth. 

Charles  Blanchard  was  born  June  27,  1835,  in 
Oakland  County,  and  received  a  common-school 
education  mostly  in  Medina  Township.  For  a 
period  of  eight  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  family 
of  his  uncle,  Horace  Garlick.  He  purchased  130 
acres  of  land  on  section  26,  and  some  time  after- 
ward was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clarissa 
Ophelia  Baldwin,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  April  10, 1855.  Mrs.  Blanchard 
is  the  daughter  of  Charles  M.  and  Martha  K. 
(Mitchell)  Baldwin,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  the 
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father  born  Feb.  28,  1806,  and  the  mother  Feb.  1, 
1816.  They  were  married  July  24,  1834,  and 
settled  in  Fairfield  Township,  this  county.  Two 
years  later  they  removed  to  a  farm  on  section  24, 
Medina  Township,  where  Nelson  Baldwin  now 
resides.  The  father  secured  his  land  from  the 
Government  and  later  added  to  his  possessions  by 
purchase  from  another  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bald- 
win spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  at  the  home- 
stead which  they  had  labored  together  to  build  up. 
Mr.  Baldwin  departed  this  life  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1852,  while  his  widow  survived  him  about  twelve 
years,  her  death  occurring  Aug.  27,  1864.  Their 
seven  children  were :  Emma  Louisa,  Clarissa  Ophelia, 
Cyrus  Mitchell,  an  infant  son  who  died  unnamed. 
Nelson,  P^dgar  E.  and  Charles  Eurotus.  The  eldest 
and  the  youngest  are  deceased.  Cyrus,  during  the 
late  war  served  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Company  A, 
18th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  is  now  carrying  on 
the  drug  business  in  Morenci.  The  other  members 
of  the  family  living  are  residents  mostly  of  Mich- 
igan. 

Mrs.  Blanchard  was  born  in  Medina  Township, 
April  3,  1837,  and  was  here  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  also  taking  a  course  in  the  Barrows 
Academy,  the  first  school  of  any  importance  in  the 
township.  She  remained  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage  and  became  the  mother  of  eleven  children. 
These  were  named  respectively:  Lura  Emma, 
Charles  P]urotus,  Ernest  W.,  Cyrus  M.,  Willard  A., 
Ethel  W.,  Walter  M.,  Effie  E.,  Bessie  O.,  Rena  M. 
and  Roscoe  W.  Lura,  Ethel  and  Ernest  are 
deceased ;  Charles  E.  married  Miss  Mary  Maybin, 
and  is  engaged  at  farming  in  Morenci;  Cyrus  M. 
is  a  prosperous  lumber  dealer  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kan. ; 
Willard  A.  was  graduated  from  the  Morenci  High 
School,  and  commenced  teaching  wlien  eighteen 
years  old,  which  profession  he  has  since  followed 
successfully;  Walter  M.  is  at  home;  Effie  is  a  pupil 
of  the  High  School  at  Morenci;  Bessie  and  Rena 
are  still  attending  the  district  school,  and  Roscoe  is 
at  home. 

The  Blanchard  farm  comprises  200  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  and  Mr.  B.  has  been  successfully  engaged 
as  a  stock-raiser  for  the  last  twenty  years.  He  has  a 
fine  herd  of  twenty-eight  thoroughbred  Short-horns, 
.with  the  young  bull,  ''  Duke  of  Ardria,"  at  the  head! 

-^P" '" ■ ■ "-^"—'^-^^ — — 


He  is  also  giving  much  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
road  and  draft  horses,  of  which  he  has  a  fine  stable^ 
including  the  celebrated  stallion,  "  Harry  B.,"  of 
the  Knox  family,  and  '^  Donald  Dinnie,"  the  latter 
a  thoroughbred  Clydesdale.  Besides  these  there  are 
thirteen  high-grade  mares  and  geldings.  He  also 
includes  sheep-raising  in  his  operations,  dealing 
mostly  in  thoroughbred  Shropshires.  His  flock 
includes  ''  Sir  Arthur  Thorp,"  imported  from  En- 
gland in  1887.  Mr.  Blanchard  takes  great  pride  in 
his  stock  and  gives  careful  attention  to  their  treat- 
ment, having  his  animals  well  sheltered  and  fed, 
for  which  purpose  his  barns  and  sheds  aie  con- 
structed in  the  most  substantial  and  convenient 
manner.  He  was  an  expert  hunter  in  his  jounger 
days  and  excelled  as  a  sportsman,  of  which  recrea- 
tion he  was  extremely  fond. 


^)  OFIN  McCLENAHAN,  well  known  through- 
out Adrian  Township,  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead of  his  father,  upon  which  the  latter 
settled  in  the  pioneer  days.  The  majority 
of  people  have  an  involuntary  respect  for  the  long- 
time resident  of  a  community,  and  especially  for 
those  in  possession  of  the  property  bequeathed  them 
by  their  ancestors,  and  it  is  indeed  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  any  man  is  ever  willing  to  part  with  such 
a  legacy.  No  greater  respect  can  be  shown  a  par- 
ent than  deference  to  his  ideas  and  wishes,  and 
none  can  be  more  greatly  honored  than  by  the  per- 
petuation of  his  labors  held  intact  and  preserved 
from  the  hands  of  strangers.  Our  subject  has  clung 
to  this  idea  thus  far  in  life,  and  it  is  quite  likely 
that  nothing  but  the  most  stringent  circumstances 
will  cause  him  to  part  with  his  legitimate  inherit- 
ance. 

The  McClenahan  homestead  comprises  160  acres 
of  land  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  with 
fair  improvements.  The  stock  and  machinery  will 
bear  good  comparison  with  that  of  the  neighboring 
agriculturists,  and  the  home  is  surrounded  by  an 
air  of  plenty  and  comfort  which  is  extremely  pleas- 
ant to  contemplate.     Its  present  proprietor,    John 
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McClenahaii,   is    a  native^  of   Union    County,    Pa.,    i 
where   his  birth  took   plnce    Aug.    21,   1857.      His    \ 
father,  Andrew  McClenahan,  was  the  son  of  an  Irish    ' 
gentleman,  a    millwright  hy  trade,  who  crossed  the    \ 
Atlantic  and  took   up  his  abode    in    Erie    County, 
Fa.,  where  he  put  up  the  first  mill  in   that   locality. 
He  also  married  and  reared  a  family,  and  took  up  a 
large  tract  of    land,  upon  which  he  labored   indus- 
triously until  quite  aged,  beiug  strong  and    vigor- 
ous, and  died  when  about  seventy-nine  years    old. 
His  wife  had  died  some  years  previously. 

Andrew  McClenahan,  upon  leaving  the  home  roof, 
proceeded  east  to  the  Susquehanna  Valley,  and 
located  with  his  uncle  of  the  same  name,  near  Lewis- 
burg,  with  whom  he  remained  until  about  18()2, 
thence  went  to  Ohio,  and  purchased  a  farm  in 
Seneca  County,  which  he  occupied  six  years.  Not 
quite  satisfied  with  his  operations  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  he  proceeded  northwest  to  Michigan,  and  lo- 
cating in  Adrian  Township,  purchased  the  follow- 
ing year  an  improved  farm  of  160  acres.  He  en- 
tered upon  the  cultivation  of  this  land  with  his 
characteristic  energy,  and  prepared  to  spend  here 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  everything  concerning  the  progress  and 
welfare  of  the  community,  and  identified  himself 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  in  whose  in- 
terests he  was  particularly  industrious.  He  labored 
in  the  Sunday-school,  and  officiated  as  Steward  and 
Trustee.  He  was  soon  recognized  as  a  most  valu- 
able addition  to  the  community,  but  was  not  per- 
mitted to  carry  out  his  plans,  being  cut  down  in  his 
prime,  his  death  occurring  at  the  age  of  forty-two 
years,  in  the  spring  of  1877. 

Andrew  McClenahan-  married  for  his  first  wife  a 
Miss  Hutchison,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  and  died  there  before  his  re- 
moval from  the  State.  This  child,  a  daughter,  Jane, 
is  now  the  wife  of  John  B.  Sipiey,  of  Cass  County, 
Mich.  His  second  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  Miss  Margaret  McCalmont,  the  daughter  of  a 
highly  respected  farmer  of  Centre  County,  Pa.  She 
was  born  in  that  county,  and  like  her  predecessor 
only  lived  a  few  years  after  her  marriage,  her  death 
taking  place  near  TiflSn,  in  Ohio.  Of  the  second 
marriage  there  were  born  four  children,  and  they 
adopted  a  boy,  Andrew  Ranck,  who  is  now  living 


with  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Eleanor,  Emeline 
and  Maggie  are  living  with  their  brother,  our  sub- 
ject, who  is  unmarried. 


//^  ICHAEL  P.  LONG.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  at  present  filling  the  office  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Adrian.  Since  becom- 
ing a  citizen  of  Lenawee  County  he  has 
held  many  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  people.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
he  made  an  enviable  record  as  a  soldier,  and  con- 
tributed his  best  efforts  in  making  the  reputation 
which  the  State  of  Michigan  earned  for  the  part 
she  took  in  suppressing  the  rebellion  and  overthrow- 
ing the  confederacy. 

Mr.  Long  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
the  12th  of  August,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Dennis 
and  Margaret  Long,  who  removed  from  New  York 
City  to  Chicago  when  our  subject  was  but  four 
years  of  age.  The  father  was  a  merchant  most  of 
his  life,  but  spent  his  late  years  on  a  farm  in  Du 
Page  County,  III.,  while  he  also  conducted  a  mer- 
cantile business  in  the  town  of  Geneva,  the  county 
seat  of  Kane.  He  departed  this  life  in  St.  Charles, 
Kane  County,  in  December,  1862,  while  the  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  1857.  Two  of  the  three 
children  who  composed  this  family  are  now  living, 
of  whom  Michael  is  the  youngest.  In  his  youth 
Mr.  Long  secured  a  very  fair  education,  and  after 
he  became  a  young  man  he  devoted  three  winters 
to  school  teaching,  after  which  he  attended  the 
Ansel  Smith  Academy,   located   in  Kane   County, 

III. 

Yery  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in 
1861,  Mr.  Long  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Cedar  Springs  Township,  on  what  is  now  the  site  of 
the  village  of  that  name.  In  the  month  of  June, 
that  year,  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  being  mustered 
as  a  private  soldier  in  Company  E,  3d  Michigan  In- 
fantry, in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  and  during  his  term  of  service  in  that  regi- 
ment passed  through  the  various  grades  of  non- 
commissioned officers  until  he  attained  the  rank  of 
First  Sergeant,  at  which  he  remained  until  the  regi- 
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riUMit  was  consolidated  with  the  oth  Michigan  Regi- 
ment, after  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  Soon  after 
this  Mr.  Long  was  tendered  a  Captain's  commission 
in  the  re-organized  8d  Regiment,  which  he  accepted, 
and  in  that  rank  served  dnring  the  remainder  of 
the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  a 
Captain  and  Brevet  Major  of  the  regiment. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Long  returned  to 
the  North,  and  located  in  Adrian,  where,  in  1871, 
he  obtained  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Register 
of  Deeds,  and  in  that  capacity  served  for  two  years. 
He  was  then  appointed  Probate  Register,  and,  in 
1876,  on  account  of  his  efficiency  and  experience, 
he  was  elected  by  the  people  to  the  office  of  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds  of  Lenawee  County.  At  the  close 
of  his  first  term,  having  served  so  acceptably  and 
faithfully  he  was  complimented  with  a  second  elec- 
tion, which  gave  him  as  chief  of  that  office  four 
years' service.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  at  the  close  of  his  first 
term  was  re-elected,  and  is  the  incumbent  of  the 
office  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  sketch, 
also  serving  as  Police  Justice,  being  the  last  to  hold 
that  office  during  the  existence  of  the  old  charter. 
In  1886  Mr.  Long  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Coroner  of  Lenawee  County,  and  in  all  these  public 
positions  he  has  brought  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  intelligence  and  a  fair  sense  of  justice. 

In  1866  Mr.  Long  was  married  to  Lizzie  C, 
daughter  of  William  F.  and  Emily  J.  Cole,  and  born 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1837.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Long  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  are  active  participants  in  all  the  affairs  which 
relate  to  the  interests  of  the  society  in  which  they 
move. 

-^ ^^ ^- 

"^  ARRETT  VROOMAN  is  one  of  the  original 
pioneers  of  the  Northwest,  and  is  among 
those  who  came  to  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try when  the  Indians  were  yet  in  possession.  His 
experience  has  been  varied,  and  he  is  familiar  with 
the  hardships  which  the  first  settlers  had  to  endure. 
He  was  a  great  fur  dealer  in  early  times,  and  in 
pursuit  of  that  occupation  he  traversed  the  Terri- 
tory now  comprehended  by  the  States  of  Illinois, 
Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Minnesota.     He  was  in  the 


last-named  State  before  railroads  were  thought  of, 
and  camped  with  Indians  where  the  city  of  Min- 
neapolis now  stands,  and  when  that  locality  had  no 
other  designation  than  St.  Anthony's  Falls.  When 
he  was  a  fur  trader  the  Indians  made  his  house  a 
place  of  visiting,  and  would  come  in  great  numbers 
early  in  the  morning  and  remain  all  day,  and  on 
these  occasions  he  would  trade  them  beads  and 
other  articles  pleasing  to  them  for  furs.  Mr.  Vroo- 
man  is  a  man  who  has  displayed  great  energy^  all 
his  life,  and  is  yet  full  of  vigor  and  enterprise.  He 
is  a  great  reader  and  keeps  himself  thoroughly  in- 
formed upon  all  subjects  which  affect  in  any  man- 
ner the  people  and  the  country. 

Garrett  Yrooman  was  born  in  Lenox  Township, 
Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  17th  of  Januarj^,  1818, 
and  his  father,  John  A.  Yrooman,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  about  1792,  while  the 
grandfather,  Daniel  Yrooman,  was  born  in  Holland, 
and  coming  to  America  with  his  parents  joined  in 
the  early  settlement  of  the  Mohawk  Yalley.  The 
great-grandfather  erected  a  block  house,  which 
served  as  a  fort,  and  though  he  was  attacked  by 
Indians  and  several  of  the  members  of  the  family 
were  killed,  he  fought  bravely  and  determinedly, 
and  his  improvised  fort  was  not  captured.  The 
grandfather  was  a  farmer  and  cleared  a  farm  in  the 
Mohawk  Yalley  where  he  spent  the  last  years  of 
his  life.  The  father  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  where  he  resided  until  1837,  when 
he  sold  his  property  and  removed  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  Lucas  County.  He  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  in  Sylvania 
Township,  and  the  father  lived  there  until  his  death 
in  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  Elizabeth  Bingham ;  she  was  born  in  Connect- 
icut, and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Rial  Bingham, 
who  enlisted  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army,  and  served  with  the  rank  of  Captain 
during  that  war.  He  drew  from  the  Government 
a  warrant  for  600  acres  of  land,  which  is  now  in- 
cluded in  the  city  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  located 
on  that  land  soon  after  the  war  and  died  there. 
There  were  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was   the    eldest  son 
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and  second  child   of  the  famil.^.     When   he  was  a 
mere  boy  he  commenced  work  on  the  Erie  Canal, 
being   employed    at  $4    per    month,   in    driving  a 
horse.     When   he  was  abont   twelve  years  old  his 
father  bonght  a    boat   which   he   and    his    brother 
managed   on    the   canal  each  season  nntil    he    was 
nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he   came  to  Ohio  with 
his  parents.     The  journey  was  made  by  the  way  of 
the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to  Toledo.     He  and 
his  father  bought  eighty  acres  of  heavily  timbered 
land   in  Sylvania  Township,  paying  1600  therefor, 
and   lived  in  a  log  cabin  until  they  could  build  a 
frame  house.     The  father  had  made  potash  in  New 
York  State,  and  immediately  commenced  its  manu- 
facture  here,  meeting  with  a  ready  sale  for  all  he 
could  produce.     They    cleared  nearly    the     entire 
tract,  and  resided  there  until  1842,  when  he  sold 
his  interest  to  his  father  and  brother   and  bought 
100  acres  of  timber  land  in  Richfield   Township, 
Lucas  County,   which  he   cleared   and  lived  upon 
until  1863.     In  that  year  he  sold  out,  and  going  to 
Detroit,   engaged  in  equipping  men  for  the  army 
until  1865.     He  then  bought  in  Raisinville  Town- 
ship, Monroe    County,  and  lived  there  until  1871, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Metamora,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash.     While 
residing  there  in   1871   he  bought  the  farm  upon 
which  he  now  resides,  and  commenced  clearing  the 
land,  and  erected  a   house    which  he  occupied  in 
1879. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1843,  Mr,  Vrooman 
was  married  to  Sallie,  daughter  of  Reuben  Tread- 
way,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  He  re- 
moved thence  to  Genesee  County,  and  from  there 
to  Allegany  Count3%  where  he  resided  until  1836, 
when  he  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Riga  Township,  Lenawee 
County.  His  son,  Martin  Van  Buren  Treadway, 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  township.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  and  lost  his  life 
at  Resaca,  Ga.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Vrooman  now 
lives  in  Richfield  Township,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Vrooman  have  two  children:  F.  Hirnm 
lives  at  Alpena,  Mich.,  and  A.  Eleanor  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  E.  Prentis,  and  lives  in  Metamora,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Vrooman's  early  experiences,  if  compiled 
and  published,  would    make  an  interesting  chapter 
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in  the  history  of  the  Northwest,  as  they  date  back 
to  before  the  days  of  railroad  transportation.  In 
1 852  and  for  a  year  or  two  afterward  he  engaged 
in  boating  on  the  Wabash,  Erie  and  Miami  Canals. 
In  his  travels  through  the  region  of  country  drained 
by  the  Mississippi  it  was  his  privilege  to  be  a  pas- 
senger upon  the  first  trip  made  by  the  steamboat 
^'War  Eagle,"  commanded  by  Capt.  ILarris,  on  that 
river.  He  relates  reminiscences  of  those  days  in  an 
intelligent  and  interesting  manner,  and  it  is  a  pleas- 
ure to  the  student  of  history  to  listen  to  his  de- 
scriptions. 


AMES  PATTERSON.  This  gentleman  ranks 
among  the  thrifty  general  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Macon  Township,  to  which  he  came 
m  the  spring  of  1872,  and  where  he  has  since 
resided.  His  first  purchase  was  seventy  acres  of 
land  on  section  26,  only  a  part  of  which  had  been 
cultivated.  Like  a  large  majority  who  came  to 
Southern  Michigan,  Mr.  Patterson  is  of  foreign  birth 
and  parentage,  and  has  proved  one  of  the  most 
valued  factors  in  the  farming  and  business  interests 
of  this  section. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, in  1831.  His  father,  James  by  name,  was  the 
son  of  Alex.  Patterson,  who  was  also  born  in  L'e- 
land,  where  he  married  and  reared  a  family,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  engaged  in  farming 
in  County  Antrim.  James  Patterson,  Sr.,  was  born 
and  reared  in  County  Antrim,  where  he  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  upon  reaching  manhood,  married 
Miss  Anis  McGowen,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the 
North  of  Ireland.  They  reared  a  family,  and  in 
1852  joined  their  son  in  America,  and  for  a  time 
were  residents  of  Baltimore,  Md.  James,  our  sub- 
ject, had  preceded  his  parents  to  this  country  when 
a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  in  1847.  He  had  learned 
the  trade  of  a  machinist,  and  was  engaged  for  a 
time  as  a  boiler-maker  in  Baltimore.  In  1858,  he 
resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  West,  and  com- 
ing to  this  county,  located  in  Macon  Township,  to 
which  place  his  parents  had  come  three  years  be- 
fore. The  father  had  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  35,  taking  up  a  tract  of  uncultivated 
land  which  he  transformed   into  a  good  farm,  and 
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where  his  death  took  place  in  Feln-imry,  1879,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  The  mother  of  onr 
subject  survived  her  husband  some  years,  and  con- 
tinued at  the  homestead  in  Macon  Township.  Her 
death  occurred  in  March,  1885,  when  she  was 
eighty-six  years  old.  The  parental  family  included 
seven  children,  who  are  now  all  dead  except  the 
two  eldest. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  married  while  a  resident  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  to  Miss  Catherine  Dunham,  who 
died  there  after  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Maggie  J.  Mrs.  Catherine  Patterson  was  born  in 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  whence  she  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  when  a  young  woman,  and  located 
in  Baltimore,  where  she  made  the  acquaintance  of 
her  future  husband.  She  was  a  lady  of  many  ex- 
cellent qualities,  and  greatly  mourned  by  her  hus- 
band and  friends. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Patterson  came 
to  the  West,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1860,  he 
was  married  to  his  second  wife.  Miss  Rachel  Lup- 
ton,  of  Ridgeway  Township.  Mrs.  P.  w^as  born  in 
this  township,  June  3,  1843,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Cooper)  Luptoii,  natives  of 
Yorkshire,  England.  After  the  birth  of  one  child, 
her  parents  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located 
in  Ridgeway  Township,  this  county,  in  a  tract  of 
unbroken  timber.  The  father  built  up  a  good  home 
in  the  wilderness,  and  there  both  parents  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  days,  the  mother  dying  in  1862, 
and  the  father  in  1885.  Mrs.  Patterson  was  reared 
to  womanhood  in  Ridgeway  Township,  remaiuing 
under  the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage  with  our 
subject.  Of  this  union  there  have  born  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mary  M.,  the  wife  of  William  Sche- 
der,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Clinton  Township,  and 
Irvin,  Robert,  Jemima  and  Clarance,  who  are  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Patterson  after  his  second  marriage  settled 
in  Lagrange  County,  Lid.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war. 
Li  July,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  88th  In- 
diana Infantry,  and  marching  with  his  comrades  to 
the  front,  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war.  In  the  engagement  at  Murfrees- 
boro  in  September,  1862,  he  received  a  ball  in  the 
right  hip,  and  was  confined   in  the  hospital  several 


months.  This  practically  unfitted  him  for  further 
duty,  and  he  was  discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  on 
account  of  disability. 

Mr.  Patterson,  upon  his  return  from  the  army,  at 
once  removed  his  family  from  Lagrange  County, 
Ind.,  to  Ridgeway  Township,  this  county,  taking 
up  a  tract  of  land,  on  which  he  resided  until  1871, 
when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  present  farm. 
Here  he  was  welcomed  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
community,  and  ranks  among  the  representative 
citizens  of  the  county.  Politically,  he  votes  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket.  Mrs.  Patterson  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ma- 
con Township,  and  is  still  numbered  among  its 
most  devoted  adherents. 
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ON.  HENRY  WYMAN.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  now  eighty-five  years  of  age,  and 
has  been  a  pioneer  citizen  of  two  States  which 
stand  foremost  among  those  of  the  West — 
In^ana  and  Michigan.  He  became  a  citizen  of  In- 
diana in  1831,  and  settled  in  Anderson,  Madison 
County,  in  1832,  where  he  was  an  honored  citizen, 
and  the  compeer  of  Col.  Ninevah  Berry,  Jacob  Still- 
well,  Andrew^  Jackson,  James  Hazlett,  Allan  Make- 
peace, and  others  equally  distinguished  in  the 
opening  and  building  up  of  that  section  of  Indiana. 
Dr.  Wyman,  in  all  the  pioneer  movements  in 
Madison  County,  displayed  a  master  hand,  and  on 
account  of  his  ability  and  knowledge  of  the  wants 
of  the  people,  was  selected  to  represent  the  dis- 
trict of  which  Madison  County  is  a  part  in  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature.  Besides 
this  official  position  he  was  for  many  years  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  in  Anderson.  In  1887  he  visited 
that  place,  which  had  grown  to  be  a  city  of  much 
pretensions,  both  as  a  manufacturing  and  railroad 
point,  and  besides  has  several  of  the  largest  natural 
gas  wells  of  the  Indiana  gas  district.  On  this  oc- 
casion a  banquet  was  tendered  him,  which  was  at- 
tended by  all  the  old  citizens,  and  the  occasion 
was  an  exceedingly  delightful  one  to  all  who  par- 
ticipated. The  Doctor  remembers  it  as  one  of  the 
happiest  events  of  h^s  life,  for  it  revealed  to  him  the 
respect   and    esteem  in   which  he  is   held    by    the 
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people  among  whom  he  lived  so    many  years.      His 
life  in  Michigan  has  been  crowned  with  success,  and 
like  the  people  of  Indiana,  his  neighbors  in  Michi- 
gan   conferred    many    honors  upon  him.     In    the 
year  of   1  845  he  was  elected    as    the  representative 
of  Lenawee  County  to   the    Michigan    Legislature, 
and  drafted  and  succeeded  in  having  enacted  into  a 
law,  the  first   bill  ever  introduced    in    the    United 
States  on    the  subject  of  drainage,     l^his   law  was 
afterward    repealed,  but  it  has  since  served   as  the 
basis   of  all   the     ditch    and  drainage    laws  which 
have  been  enacted  in  the  United  States.     Dr.  Wy- 
man  has  been  successful  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession wherever  he  has  lived,     lie  has  now  retired 
from  the  active  practice  of  mediciue,  but  the  name 
of  Wyman  will  continue  to  hold  au  honored    place 
in  the  profession,  for  his  mantle  has  fallen  upon  his 
sons,    who  are    worthy  successors,  and   they    have 
gained  an  excellent  reputation  as  skillful  physicians, 
though  they  have  chosen  other  fields  for  their  work. 
Dr.    Wyman    is  exceedingly    well    preserved,  and 
presents  the  appearance  of  one  who  is  in  the  prime 

of  life. 

Dr.  Henry  Wyman  was  born  in    Keene,  Cheshire 
Co.,  N.  IL,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1803.     His  father, 
Jonathan   Wyman,  was  born    in    Concord,    Mass., 
and    his   grandfather  was  killed    at  the    battle  of 
Concord  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775.     Dr.  Wyman's 
father    was    six    years    old    at    that    time,  and   his 
mother  dying   soon    after,  he  lived   with  an  older 
sister.     He  served    an  apprenticeship  and   learned 
the  trade  of  a  baker,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  time 
in    the    city  of  Boston.     When    a   young  man  he 
went  to  New  Hampshire,  and  lived  until  1804,  and 
then  went  to  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
a   pioneer    settler.     He    bought    timber   land    and 
cleared  a  farm,  and  resided  in   Rodman   Township, 
that  county,  until  his  death.     The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife,  Avho  was  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  Abigail  Adams,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,  where  she     was   born  in   Nelson    Township, 
Cheshire  County.     She  died  in  Rodman  Township, 
Jefferson    Co.,  N.    Y.     The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  his  academ- 
ical   education    at    Lowville.     In    1825  he    began 
the  study  of  medicine  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
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1832  removed  to  Anderson,  Madison  Co.,  Ind., 
where  he  began  the  practice,  and  lived  there  until 
1841,  when  he  went  to  Mississippi,  and  resided 
until  1843.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Blissfield, 
where  he  lived  four  years,  and  in  1847  returned  to 
Anderson,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  until  1864, 
when  he  again  returned  to  Blissfield,  and  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  until  he  was  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  when  he  retired. 

Dr.  Wyman's  first  marriage  occurred  in  1835,  his 
wife  being  Prudence  Berry,  who  was  born  in  Clark 
County,  Ind.     She  died  in  1837,  leaving  one  child, 
Oliver  C,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry- 
goods  business  in    Minneapolis,  Minn.     His  second 
marriage,  in  1844,  w^as  to  Zelinda  Carpenter,  a  na- 
tive of  Potsdam.,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Clem- 
ent Carpenter  (see  sketch  of  Joel  Carpenter).     She 
died  on  the  1 4th  of  Novend)er,  1 877.     By  this  mar- 
riage three  children  were    born;  Hal.  C,  a    promi- 
nent physician  in   the  city  of   Detroit;   Hugh  S.,  a 
physician  in  Alaska,  and  Carrie  S.,  the  wife  of  F.  B. 
Lamb,    of  Blissfield.     Dr.  Wyman    was  formerly  a 
Postmaster  of  Blissfield.     His  long  public    and  pri- 
vate career  is  one  to  be  emulated  by  the  young  men 
of  to-day.     No  page  can  be  found  in  this  work  de- 
voted to  a  more  worthy  object  than  this  which  con- 
tains   a   sketch   of  the    events    in    the    life  of  Dr. 
Wyman, 

^AMES  LANNING.  Among  the  venerated 
citizens  of  Raisin  Township  no  name  is  more 
worthy  of  perpetuation  than  that  Avhich 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  this  part 
of  Lenawee  County,  as  having  been  one  of  its  pio- 
neer settlers  and  representative  farmers.  He  came 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1833, 
and  secured  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Government, 
upon  which  he  expended  years  of  labor  and  thous- 
ands of  dollars,  and  built  up  one  of  the  most 
valuable  homesteads  in  Raisin  Township.  This 
property  is  located  on  section  6,  and  Mr.  Tanning 
still  occupies  the  land  upon  which  he  first  settled, 
but  which  to-day  bears  little  resemblance  to  the 
condition  in  which  he  found  it. 

Mr.  Lanning  began  his  operations  in  the  wilder- 
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ness,  one  of  his  first  duties  being  the  erection  of  a 
shelter  for  his  family.  He  selected  one  of  the 
pleasantest  spots  on  his  new  purchase,  and  put  up  a 
small  log  house,  which  he  covered  with  clapboards 
and  in  which  he  laid  a  puncheon  floor.  The  old- 
fashioned  fireplace  occupied  nearly  one  end  of  the 
building,  and  the  chimney  was  put  up  outside  of 
mud  and  sticks.  This  structure  served  as  a  shelter 
for  the  little  household  several  years,  and  then  a 
more  modern  one  was  substituted. 

Mr.  Lanning,  however,  in  putting  up  his  first 
residence,  accidentally  placed  his  house  across  the 
line  on  land  belonging  to  other  parties,  so  that  he 
was  obliged  to  either  remove  it  or  to  purchase. 
He  chose  the  latter  alternative,  and  after  consider- 
able strategy,  in  order  to  get  ahead  of  another 
party,  added  forty  acres  to  the  eighty  he  had 
already  secured,  and  which  transaction,  by  the  way, 
he  has  never  regretted.  After  he  had  his  land 
paid  for  there  was  only  $5  left  to  him  with  which 
to  begin  the  necessary  improvements.  He  made  an 
occasional  dollar  as  a  huntsman,  being  quite  expert 
with  the  rifle,  and  upon  the  present  site  of  flourish- 
ing farms  and  beautiful  homesteads,  has  many  a 
time  killed  three  or  four  deer  in  a  day.  He  had 
brought  with  him  two  pounds  of  lead  and  one 
pound  of  powder,  and  this  he  economized  in  such 
a  careful  manner,  that  it  did  service  in  the  slaughter 
of  fifty  deer,  besides  numbers  of  small  game. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  born  in  Hunting- 
ton, Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  Oct.  o,  1810,  and  is  the  son 
of  Cornelius  and  Charity  (Young)  Lanning,  natives 
of  the  same  county  as  their  son,  and  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters.  Of 
these  three  are  now  hving  and  residents  of  Lena- 
wee County.  Cornelius  Lanning  carried  on  farm- 
ing [in  Sussex  County,  where  both  parents  spent 
their  entire  lives,  and  where  the  father  died  in  1825. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  ten  years,  and 
also  passed  away  at  the  old  homestead,  her  death 
taking  place  in  18*35. 

-Tames  Lanning  continued  in  his  native  State 
until  a  youth  of  nineteen  years,  then  repaired  to 
Ovid,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  work- 
ing on  a  farm  by  the  month,  until  the  fall  of  1832, 
when  he  removed  to  this  county.  The  second 
year  of  his  residence  here,  he  and  his  family  were 
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at  one  time  on  the  verge  of  starvation  for  the  want 
of  flour,  the  nearest  mill  being  at  Tecumseh,  to 
which  point  people  came  from  forty  miles  away, 
and  everybody  was  obliged  to  await  his  turn  in 
grinding.  The  Lanning  family  were  reduced  to 
potatoes  and  pork,  and  Mr.  L.  finally  agreed  to 
assist  the  miller  twenty-four  hours  if  he  would  get 
out  his  flour  for  him.  The  miller  complied,  and 
slipping  the  grist  in  between  some  others  about 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  troubles  of  our 
subject  for  that  time  were  at  an  end.  This  was 
only  one  of  the  many  difficulties  to  which  the 
pioneers  were  subjected.  They  complained  but 
very  little  in  those  days,  however,  each  man  being 
determined  to  make  the  best  of  circumstances,  and 
Mr.  Lanning  in  this  high  resolve  was  not  a  whit 
behind  any  of  his  neighbors.  In  due  time  perse- 
verance brought  its  rich  reward,  and  he  could  look 
around  him  upon  a  comfortable  home,  with  the 
satisfying  reflection  that  for  it  he  was  indebted  to 
no  man,  but  that  he  had  honestly  earned  it  J)y  the 
sweat  of  his  brow. 

Our  subject  before  reaching  his  twentieth  birth- 
day, and  while  a  resident  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
was  first  married  to  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Peter  Bodine,  of  Ovid,  and  their  first  child,  a  son, 
named  George,  was  born  there  Aug.  6,  1831.  He 
is  now  a  resident  of  Raisin  Township,  this  county. 
The  next,  a  daughter,  Rachel  Ann,  was  born  Feb. 
18,  1833,  and  became  the  wife  of  William  Allen,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Lenawee  County;  Mary  E. 
was  born  March  30,  1837,  and  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Mattis,  who  owns  a  good  farm  near  Franklin, 
in  this  county;  Peter  B.  was  born  Feb.  20,  1840, 
and  died  the  5th  of  June  following.  The  mother 
of  these  children,  who  was  born  in  Ovid,  Seneca 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  18,  1808,  died  at  the  homestead  in 
Raisin  Township,  this  county,  Feb.  25,  1840. 

Mr.  Lanning  remained  a  widower  over  seven 
years,  and  on  the  31st  of  May,  1847,  was  a  second 
time  married,  to  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of  Julius 
and  Martha  (Willet)  Dalley,  of  Readington,  Hunter- 
don Co.,  N.  J.  Her  parents  are  now  deceased,  the 
death  of  both  taking  place  in  New  Jersey,  where 
the  mother  passed  away  in  1823,  and  the  father, 
surviving  his  wife  for  a  period  of  twenty-seven 
years,  in   1850.     Mrs.  Maria  Lanning  was  born  in 
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Keadiiigton,  IN.  J.,  May  13,  1814,  and  came  to  the 
West  with  her  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth  Dalley,  about 
1846.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  were 
born  two  children,  as  follows :  Martha  H.  was  born 
March  3,  1848,  and  on  the  12th  of  March,  1868, 
became  the  wife  of  Chauncey  Tedder,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Franklin  Township;  Joseph  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1853,  and  married  Miss  Ida  Shurtz,  Nov. 
12,  1871  ;  he  is  carrying  on  farming  on  the  old  home 
place,  which  he  has  leased. 

Mr.  Lanning,  who  has  kept  his  eyes  open  to  what 
was  going  on  around  him  in  the  world,  determined 
that  his  children  should  receive  the  advantages  of 
a  good  education  and  careful  home  training.  They 
grew  up  intelligent  and  obedient,  and  have  taken 
their  stations  as  worthy  members  of  an  intelligent 
community.  They  are  all  married,  and  established 
in  comfortable  homes  of  their  own,  and  the  chief 
pleasures  of  this  affectionate  family  are  the  period- 
ical visits  between  parents  and  children,  which  con- 
tribute so  much  to  the  happiness  of  the  two  lives 
now  going  down  the  sunset  hill  of  life,  happy  in 
the  feeling  that  they^  have  not  lived  in  vain. 

Mr.  Lanning  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  since  exercising  the  right  of 
suffrage,  has  been  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  As  a  worthy  representative  of  the 
farming  element  of  Lenawee  County,  we  are  pleased 
to  present  in  connection  with  this  biography  a 
portrait  of  Mr.  Lanning. 


UILLIAM  BRESIE  is  an  honored  citizen  of 
Tecumseh  and  one  of  the  worthy  represent- 
^^^^  atives  of  the  farming  interests  of  this 
township.  He  has  had  a  varied  experience  in  life 
since  he  commenced  his  hand-to-hand  conflict  with 
the  world,  at  the  age  of  thirteen.  Mr.  Bresie  was 
born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  April  25,  1817, 
while  his  father,  Nicholas  Bresie,  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, was  born  in  the  beautiful  Mohawk  Valley, 
of  that  State.  He  married  Naomi,  daughter  of 
Leonard  Case,  Esq.,  and  a  native  of  Hebron,  N.  Y. 
After  marriage  they  settled  in  Livingston  County, 
where  their  entire  wedded  life  was  spent,  and  there 


they  reared  a  family  of  five  daughters   and    three 
sons,  four  of  whom  are  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  the  third 
child  and  second  son  of  that  family,  passed  his  boy- 
hood on  a  farm  and  received  his  education  at  the 
conunon  schools.  He  was  a  more  than  ordinarily 
intelligent  and  active  lad,  and  when  a  mere  boy  of 
thirteen  sought  to  make  his  own  living,  and  for 
several  years  was  engaged  in  different  employments. 
He  at  length  became  engaged  in  hotel-keeping  and 
stage  driving,  and  at  one  time  managed  a  hotel 
in  Dansville,  Livingston  County,  for  six  years. 
The  next  seven  years  he  spent  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  York  &  Erie  Railway  Company,  first  as 
baggagemaster  and  then  as  conductor  of  an  ex- 
press train.  He  then  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
Michigan  Southern  Railway  Company,  having  charge 
of  the  sleepers  between  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  which  capacity  he  was  employed 
for  ten  years.  He  was  in  several  wrecks,  but 
escaped  unhurt,  and  leaving  that  position  he  went 
to  Indianapolis,  and  joining  a  friend,  took  charge  of 
a  line  of  sleepers  between  Indianapolis  and  Chi- 
cago. He  afterward  became  connected  with  a 
street  railway  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  track  running 
beyond  the  city  limits,  called  the  Glenville  Street 
Railway,  and  operated  that  successfully  ten  years. 
He  then  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased  a  farm 
of  forty  acres  in  Tecumseh  Township,  near  the  vil- 
lage. Returning  to  Cleveland  he  spent  three  years 
there,  and  in  the  meantime  disposed  of  his  railway 
stock.  He  then  removed  with  his  family  to  his 
farm  in  Tecumseh,  where  he  resided  several  years, 
finally  trading  it  for  his  present  one,  which  contains 
forty  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  within  the  city 
limits,  and  now  devotes  his  entire  time  to  agricult- 
ure. 

Mr.  Bresie  was  married,  March  20,  1839,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Johnson,  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y^., 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Sarah  (Park)  Johnson.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bresie  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  William  R.,  of  Decatur,  III; 
Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  John  Crowell;  Sarah,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Betts  for  her  second  husband,  and 
Amanda,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Bresie  served  acceptably  several  years  as 
Supervisor  of  Tecumseh  Township,  and  was  subse- 
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qnentlj  elected  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of 
Tecumseh  and  served  four  years.  During  this 
time  he  was  appointed  janitor  of  Tecumseh  Ceme- 
tery, a  position  he  has  efficiently  filled  and  still 
holds.  Mr.  Bresie  commenced  the  battle  of  life 
without  means,  and  has  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward,  winning  for  himself  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  community.  He  is  an  energetic  and 
public-spirited  man,  and  has  materially  assisted  in 
building  up  the  township.  He  is  aregular  attend- 
ant of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  is  rather 
conservative. 
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<f  j^ILLIAM  E.  JEWETT,  M.  J).,  who  has 
been  a  practicing  physician  in  the  city  of 
Adrian  since  1872,  and  has  largely  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  social  and  material  interests 
of  the  city,  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  was  born  in  Sangerfield,  Oneida  County,  on 
the  8th  of  December,  1842.  His  parents  were  Eri 
and  Harriet  (Winchell)  Jewett,  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  of  which  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Jewett,  was  an  early  pioneer.  Jonathan 
Jewett  lived  for  eighty-two  years  on  the  same  farm, 
which  was  land  taken  up  by  his  father,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety,  June  11,  1872,  at  the  same  hour 
that  the  doctor's  youngest  child  was  born.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  William  E.  and  Submit 
Winchell,  were  nativesof  Connecticut,  and  removed 
from  Goshen,  that  State,  to  the  vicinity  of  Sangei*- 
field,  N.  Y.,  during  the  early  settlement  of  Oneida 
County. 

Eri  Jewett,  in  1855,  removed  with  his  family  to 
Ohio  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Austinburg,  in 
Ashtabula  County,  where  they  remamed  until  1868. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Constantine,  St.  Joseph 
Co.,  Mich.,  and  to  Vistula,  Ind.,  in  1871,  where  the 
parents  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Our 
subject,  until  1857,  attended  the  district  school 
and  assisted  his  parents  in  their  work  on  the  farm. 
During  that  year  he  entered  Grand  River  Institute, 
in  Austinburg,  a  noted  seat  of  learning  in  those 
days,  which  was  founded  in  1832,  and  is  still  flour- 
ishing. He  worked  on  a  farm  and  taught  school 
during   vacation   until  after  the  outbreak  of   the 


Civil  War,  and  in  May,  \H62,  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  ^^K,  87th  Ohio  Infantry,  serving  in 
Virginia  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Young  Jewett  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  surren- 
der of  Harper's  Eerry,  Sept.  15,  1862,  but  not  long 
i  afterword  was  paroled  and  exchanged.  At  the 
;  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  in  October  follow- 
ing, he  was  nmstered  out,  and  re-enlisted  in  June, 
1868.  This  time  he  was  rejected  by  tlie  examining 
surgeon,  and  now  determined  to  turn  his  attention 
to  the  study  of  medicine.  In  1864  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Munger,  of  Waterville,  N.  Y., 
and  the  year  following  attended  the  medical  college 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Erom  there  he  went  to  the 
Homeopathic  Medical  College  in  New  York  City, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1867.  He  spent  the  winter  of  1867-68  in  the  col- 
leges and  hospitals  of  New  York  City,  and  made 
the  best  use  possible  of  his  time  and  opportunities 
for  gaining  a  full  knowledge  of  the  profession  which 
he  intended  to  follow. 

Dr.  Jewett,  in  May,  1868,  opened  his  first  office 
in  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  on  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Clara  A.,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Henry  E. 
and   Lucinda  Root,   of  Constantine.      This    union 

has  been   blessed    by   tlie   birth  of  two  children 

Henry  R.,  who  was  born  Oct.  24,  1870,  and  William 
E.,  June  11,  1872. 

In  Eebruary,  1872,  Dr.  Jewett  took  up  his  resi- 
dence  in  Adrian,  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  In  July  of  that  same 
year,  he  identified  himself  with  the  Masonic  fratei-- 
nity,  and  is  a  member  of  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19. 
He  has  attained  to  a  high  position,  having  taken 
the  degrees  of  the  Chapter,  Council  and  Command- 
ery  of  Knights  Templar.  In  these  bodies  he  has 
been  honored  with  the  highest  offices  in  their  gift, 
having  been  Master  of  Lodge,  High  Priest  of  Chap- 
ter,  Thrice  Illustrious  of  Council,  and  Eminent 
Commander  of  Commandery.  He  is  also  an  officer 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  and  a 
member  of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rites,  Valley  of  Detroit. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Woodbury  Post  No.  45,  G. 
A.  R.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln, 
and  has  since  continued  an  active  supporter  of  the 
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Republican  party.  In  1877  and  the  following  year 
he  served  as  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward.  He  is 
physician  to  the  State  Industrial  Home  for  girls, 
located  near  the  city,  and  in  religious  matters  be- 
longs to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Possessing 
considerable  musical  talent,  Dr.  Jewett  several 
years  ago  l)ecame  proficient  as  an  organist,  which 
otlice  he  has  filled  in  several  churches. 

Dr.  Jewett  is  a  successful  physician  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  ever  active  in  promoting  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  Adrian  and  vicinity.  Kindly 
and  generous  in  his  relations  with  other  physicians, 
and  benevolent  to  the  poor  in  his  large  clientele, 
he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  community  to  a 
marked  degree,  and  his  best  friends  are  those  who 
know  him  the  most  intimately. 

-^^ — o^o.•ec>^><^••o♦o — *<^ 

\f]AMKS  R.  LIDDLE.  Among  the  thrifty 
stock-raisers  and  general  farmers  of  Macon 
Township,  this  gentleman  occupies  a  promi- 
/  nent  position,  and  is  the  owner  of  100  acres 
of  finely  improved  land  on  section  6,  where  he  has 
operated  successfully  for  a  long  period  of  years.  He 
has  spent  nearly  all  his  life  in  the  Wolverine  State, 
having  been  born  in  Saline  Township,  Washtenaw 
County,  in  1835,  and  there  reared  to  farming  pur- 
suits, which  he  has  since  followed  with  more  than 
ordinary    success. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Robcu't  Jiiddle,  Esq., 
like  so  many  of  the  men  who  came  to  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  and  assisted  in  developing  its  resources, 
was  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
spent  his  boyhood  days  and  made  the  acquaintance 
of  his  future  wife,  Miss  Jeanette  Adair,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  same  county.  After  tlieir 
marriage  and  the  birth  of  two  children,  Robert  Lid- 
die  and  his  wife  started  on  the  long  and  tedious 
journey  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  the  hopes 
of  bettering  their  condition  eventually  upon  a  dif- 
ferent soil  and  in  a  newer  country.  After  several 
weeks'  travel  in  the  manner  common  to  the  emi- 
grants of  those  days,  by  canal  boat  and  sailing-ves- 
sel on  the  Lake,  and  overland  by  ox-teams,  they  un- 
loaded their  goods  in  the  woods  of  Macon  Town- 
ship, and  tlu'i-e  began  the  experiment,  the  result  of 


which  no  one  could  then  foretell.  The  father  of  our 
subject  put  up  a  log  cabin,  felled  the  trees  around 
it  to  some  extent,  and  finally  exchanged  his  claim 
for  IGO  acres  on  section  6.  He  continued  here, 
meeting  with  fair  success,  and  in  1864  the  family 
met  with  their  first  great  affliction  in  the  death  of 
the  wife  and  mother,  which  necessarily  made  a  great 
change  in  the  household.  She  had  been  a  good 
woman  in  all  that  the  term  implies,  and  was  sixty- 
live  years  old  when  called  to  her  long  home.  Rob- 
ert Liddle  was  subsequently  married  again  and  died 
at  the  h(jmestead  in  April.  1871).  He  and  his  first 
wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  his  second  wife  was  a  Methodist. 

James  R.  Liddle  was  the  third  child  of  the  first 
marriage  of  his  father,  and  was  the  first  one  born  in 
this  State.  He  began  early  in  life  to  lay  his  plans 
for  the  future,  being  quite  a  youth  when  he  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  a  tract  of  land,  al- 
though not  married  until  over  thirty  years  of  age. 
The  wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Miss  jNlatilda  Kuder,  Nov.  27,  1867.  Mrs.  L.  was 
born  not  far  from  the  early  home  of  her  husband, 
Nov.  13,  1845,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Rebecca  (Gamble)  Kuder,  natives  respectively  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  Mr.  Kuder  left  his 
native  State  upon  reaching  manhood,  and  became  a 
resident  of  Groveland  Township,  Livingston  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  Avas  soon  afterward  married,  and  a 
year  later  emigrated  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Clin- 
ton Township  about  1837.  He  built  up  a  good  farm 
in  the  wilderness  of  Clinton  Township,  upon  which 
he  remained  the  rest  of  his  life,  his  death  taking 
place  in  1884,  when  he  was  fifty-two  years  old. 
The  mother,  aged  sixty-six,  still  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  with  her  children.  She,  with  her  hus- 
band, united  with  the  Dntch  Reformed  Church 
some  years  before  his  death.  Mr.  Kuder,  politically, 
was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  a  man  generally  re- 
spected in  his  community. 

Mrs.  Liddle  was  the  third  child  and  only  daugh- 
ter of  her  parents,  whose  household  included  seven 
children.  Of  her  marriage  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  two  sons  and  three  daughters, 
namely:  Frank  R.,  Edith,  Jennie,  Sumner  and 
Pearl,  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  (.^(nnmenced  life  together  at  their  present  home- 
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stead,  which  has  become  endeared  to  them  b}^  so 
many  pleasant  associations  that  it  is  quite  natural 
to  suppose  they  would  scarcely  exchange  it  for  any 
spot  on  earth.  Mr.  L.  mixes  very  little  with  public 
affairs,  but  upon  occasions  of  important  elections, 
votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket. 
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RA  D.  WATERMAN  is  a  promising  represent- 
I  ative  of  the  farming  interests  of  Dover  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm  on 
section  10.  Flis  parents  were  Ira  and  Frances 
(Holmes)  Waterman,  the  former  born  near  Kinder- 
hook,  N,  Y.,  and  the  latter  near  Stonington,  Conn. 
They  began  their  wedded  life  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  they  removed  to  Romulus, 
in  Seneca  County,  that  State,  which  remained  their 
home  until  death.  They  were  people  who  led  up- 
right, conscientious  lives,  and  died  respected  by  all. 
They  had  eight  children — Eliza  A.,  Mary  A.,  Ira 
D.,  Dennison  R.,  L.  Louisa,  Charles,  Emily  and  Har- 
riet. 

Ira  D.  Waterman  was  born  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  23,  1812,  and  was  about  eight  j^-ears  old 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Seneca  County,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  In  1840  Jie  left  the  home  of 
his  youth  to  go  out  into  the  world  to  make  an  hon- 
orable living  for  himself  by  the  work  of  his  own 
hands.  He  turned  his  face  westward  and  came  to 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  but  he  only  remained  a 
short  time,  and  then  returned  to  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  but  he  had  not,  however,  given  up  the  idea  of 
making  a  home  in  Michigan,  where  he  thought  the 
chances  were  much  better  than  in  his  native  State, 
for  making  something  more  than  a  living  by  farm- 
ing, and  after  working  two  years  in  Seneca  County, 
he  returned  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Dover 
Township,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  first 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  afterward  added  to 
the  original  purchase  until  he,  at  one  time,  owned 
nearly  300  acres.  He  disposed  of  a  part  of  that 
land  advantageously,  his  farm  now  containing  120 
acres,  which  is  fertile  and  well  tilled.  He  has  erected 
a  good  set  of  buildings,  with  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences, and  conducts  his  farming  by  the  most 
approved  methods. 

m ^ ^ -— -~«««-.~«««««^ . 


Ml".  Waterman  was  married  to  the  lady  of  his 
choice  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  March  L5,  1845,  and  to 
her  assistance  he  is  greatly  indebted  in  building  up 
their  pleasant  home.  Her  maiden  name  was  Jane 
Low,  and  she  is  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Rebecca 
(Thorne)  Low,  natives  of  New  England.  After 
marriage  her  parents  settled  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  they  lived  for  several  years,  and  finally 
removed  to  Ohio,  where  they  died.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children — Pliebe,  Arm,  Jane,  David, 
Daniel  and  Deborah.  Mrs,  Waterman  was  born  in 
Erie  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  4,  1820. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterman  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  of  whom 
the  following  is  the  record :  Margaret  is  the  widow 
of  John  D.  Ramsdell  (of  whom  see  sketch)  ;  Frances 
is  the  wife  of  William  Judson,  of  Ohio;  Isaac  mar- 
ried Jennie  Ramsdell,  who  died  in  Clayton,  Mich., 
Oct.  21,  1887;  he  is  engaged  in  general  merchaHdis- 
ing  in  Clayton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterman  have  passed  many  years 
of  life  together,  "  sharing  its  joys  and  dividing  its 
sorrows."  All  these  long  years  of  wedded  life  have 
been  passed  in  this  tow^n,  where  by  their  many  acts 
of  neighborly  kindness  they  have  endeared  them- 
selves to  those  around  them,  and  are  held  in  respect 
by  old  friends  and  those  of  the  rising  generation. 
In  politics  Mr.  Waterman  advocates  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  all  public  matters. 

\f?  T.  RATHBUN  resides  on  section  3G,  Fair- 
j  (^  field  Township,  and  is  engaged  in  agricult- 
/i^v>  ure  on  a  farm  of  fifty  acres,  on  which  he  has 
erected  substantial  and  commodious  buildings  of 
the  modern  style  of  architecture.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  Rufus  H.  and  Eleanor  (Robbins) 
Rathbun,  natives  of  New  York,  where  they  were 
married  in  Ontario  County.  Immediately  after 
marriage  they  came  to  Lenawee  County  and  settled 
in  Palmyra  Township.  His  business  was  princi- 
pally farming,  although  he  engaged  at  times  in  the 
occupation  of  a  carpenter.  They  afterward  re- 
moved to  Madison  Township  and  thence  to  Williams 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  only  six  weeks,     ' 
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however,  and  came  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.  At 
the  end  of  about  two  years  they  returned  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Ogden  Township,  where  they 
lived  about  four  years  and  then  settled  on  section 
3G,  Fairfield  Township,  where  the  mother  was  called 
to  lier  final  rest  Dec.  4,  1883.  The  father  survives, 
and  makes  his  home  in  Fairfield  with  our  subject. 
To  them  were  born  five  children — our  subject, 
Emily,  Eliza  J.,  Reuben  and  Arietta. 

Mr.  Rathbun  was  born  in  Palmyra,  this  county, 
on  the  1st  of  May,  183(),  and  is  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  family.  He  was  about  seven  years 
of  age  when  his  father  settled  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, and  received  such  an  education  as  the  public 
schools  of  that  day  afforded.  He  has  been  chiefly 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  though  in  con- 
nection with  his  farm  he  conducted  a  mercantile 
business  for  about  ten  years,  carrying  a  stock  of 
general  merchandise;  his  store  was  located  on  his 
farm.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship since  his  childhood,  with  the  exception  of 
seven  years,  when  he  lived  close  by  in  Ogden 
Township. 

On  the  13tii  of  December,  1 855,  Mr.  Rathbun 
led  to  the  altar  the  lady  of  his  choice,  Miss  Caroline 
E.,  daughter  of  Josephus  and  Sarah  (Biddle)  White, 
natives  respectively  of  New  York  State  and  New 
Jersey.  Mrs.  Rathbun  was  born  in  Brighton,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  7,  1836.  and  bore  to  her  hus- 
band three  children — Clara  1).,  Melven  and  Alta  D. 
CHara  D.  is  the  wife  of  Artemus  Swick,  and  lives  in 
Ogden  Township;  they  have  one  child,  Cora  M; 
Melven  died  in  Fairfield  Township  when  six  years 
of  age,  and  Alta  is  the  wife  of  George  Mobas,  of 
Fairfield  Township. 

Josephus  White,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rathbun,  was 
born  Aug.  5,  1808.  He  was  reared  with  his  par- 
ents until  the  age  of  thirteen,  when  he  went  to  Can- 
andaigua  and  worked  on  a  farm  four  years,  after 
which  he  learned  tailoring  in  Dansville,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  some  years.  In  1834  he 
went  to  Ciarkston,  N.  Y.,  and  became  a  minister  in 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  later  to  Boston, 
Erie  County,  where  he  was  ordained  in  1839.  In 
consequence  of  some  opposition  in  the  church,  he 
gave  up  the  ministry  and  (;ommenced  farming  in 
Camden,  Lorain  County,  and   in   1846  he   sold  out 


and  came  to  Michigan,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Ogden 
Township,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  Oct. 
4,  1880. 

The  mother  of  the  wife  of  our  subject  was  born 
Oct.  24,  1806,  and  died  in  Ogden  on  the  2d  of 
May,  1878.  Besides  Mrs.  Rathbun  she  had  one 
daughter,  Demaris  C,  born  in  Concord,  Erie  Co., 
N.  Y.,  March  9,  1840,  and  now  the  wife  of  James 
Hodges,  of  Ogden.  For  nearly  seven  years,  while 
he  carried  on  his  store  in  Fairfield  Township,  Mr. 
Rathbun  was  Deputy  Postmaster.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican. 


# 


-:^^  TERRY  A.  JOHNSON  is  one  of  the  young 
citizens  of  Ogden  Township  who  is  engaged 
in  business  here  as  a  general  merchant.  He 
is  a  native  of  Ogden  Township,  having  been 
born  here  April  25,  1859,  and  comes  of  New  En- 
gland ancestry.  His  grandfather  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  when  a  young  man  left  that  State  and 
settled  in  New  York,  locating  in  Herkimer  County, 
where  he  was  married  to  Katie  Hubbard,  and  re- 
sided until  1817,  when,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
he  emigrated  to  Ohio,  the  entire  journey  from  New 
York  being  performed  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen. 
Here  he  located  in  Huron  County,  being  among  the 
early  settlers  of  that  region,  and  after  renting  land 
in  Bronson  Township  and  then  in  Newark,  he 
bought  land  in  Sherman  Township,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death. 

William  J.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Bronson  Township,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio,  April  20, 
1819.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and 
there,  Jan.  3,  1847,  he  married  Lucinda  Case,  who 
was  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  May  14,  1830, 
Three  years  after  marriage  they  moved  to  La- 
grange, Ind.,  and  two  years  later  they  returned  to 
Ohio  and  lived  in  Huron  County  until  1858,  when 
they  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Ogden 
Township,  where  they  resided  until  Mr.  Johnson's 
death,  July  1,  1874.  His  widow  now  resides  in 
Fairfield  Township.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following-named  children:  Amos  S.,  Savilla,  Lester, 
Frazey  and  Sterry  A. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  child  of 
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his  parents  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
township,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  When  school  was  not  in  session  he  assisted 
his  father  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old ;  he  then  worked  by  the  month 
on  the  farm.  He  was  next  employed  in  a  cheese 
factory  for  one  season  and  then  clerked  in  a  gen- 
eral store  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  established  himself  in  his  present  work  in 
partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  James  Carney,  a 
man  of  much  business  experience  and  capability. 

Mr.  Carney  is  a  descendant  of  one  John  Carney, 
who  came  frc)m  Ireland  to  America  and  settled  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death.  His  son  George,  the  fa- 
ther of  James  Carney,  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  where  after  his  marriage  he  lived  in  Dans- 
ville,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  several  years.  In 
1845  he  removed  to  this  IState  and  settled  in  Te- 
cumseh,  where  he  had  purchased  a  home,  but  in 
1881  he  returned  to  New  York  and  now  resides  in 
Sparta  Township,  his  birthplace.  His  son  James 
was  born  in  Dansville,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April 
28,  1827,  and  came  with  his  father  to  this  county. 
He  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  adopted  State  as  a 
defender  of  his  country  Dec.  13,  1862,  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Michigan  Cavalry.  On  the  11th  of 
June,  1863,  he  was  captured  by  the  confederates, 
and  for  a  long  time  endured  the  horrors  of  impris- 
onment. He  was  first  taken  to  Libby  Prison  where 
he  remained  three  months,  and  was  then  transferred 
to  Andersonville,  where  he  was  confined  until  June 
12,  1865.  He  was  one  of  eighty-four  men  of  his 
regiment  who  went  there  together,  and  one  of  the 
eight  men  of  that  regiment  who  left  Andersonville 
alive. 

~  After  the  war  closed  Mr.  Carney  returned  to 
Ogden  Township,  and  shortly  afterward  was  mar- 
ried, July  16,  1865,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  McComb,  a 
native  of  that  township,  where  she  was  born  Sept. 
9,  1844;  she  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Glasgow)  McComb.  After  his  marriage  he  con^ 
tinned  to  reside  in  Ogden  for  some  time,  employed 
in  a  sawmill,  then  removed  to  Coldwater  in  this 
Slate,  and  kept  a  hotel.  In  1870  he  removed  to 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged  in  the  livery 
business,  but  in  1875  he  returned  to  this  State  and 
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bought  a  home  in  Ogden  Center,  which  has  since 
been  his  residence.  In  1884  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship, as  before  stated,  with  his  son-in-law  in  their 
present  business,  and  in  1887  they  erected  a  com- 
modious building  24x60  feet,  and  21 -foot  posts,  the 
second  story  forming  a  large  hall.  In  this  build- 
ing they  conduct  their  business,  which  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition. 

Our  subject  was  married,  March  4,  1883,  to  Miss 
Dora  A.  Carney,  who  was  born  May  13,  1866,  in 
Ogden  Township,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  Carney. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
details  of  the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged ;  and 
with  youth,  energy  and  good  business  habits  on 
his  part,  coupled  with  the  maturer  judgment  and 
wider  experience  of  the  elder  partner,  the  success 
of  the  firm  is  assured.  He  has  acceptably  performed 
the  duties  of  Postmaster  since  1884.  He  is  an  im- 
portant social  factor  in  this  town  and  is  an  activci 
member  of  Ogden  Center  Grange  No.  666;  in 
politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

^^  YRENUS  SANFORD.  This  genial  and  com- 
(ll  ID  P^"^^^"^^^^^  ^^^^  gentleman  and  his  excellent 
^^  wife  occupy  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  a 
home  which  forms  a  picture  exceedingly  pleasant 
to  look  upon.  A  long  and  useful  life,  and  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  his  duty  as  far  as  his 
knowledge  lay,  has  given  to  the  countejiance  of 
Cyrenus  Sanford  an  interesting  and  contented  ex- 
pression, which  at  once  attracts  stranger  and  friend, 
and  indicates  him  to  be  one  in  whose  society  there 
can  spring  nothing  but  good.  He  has  been  fortun- 
ate in  his  undertakings  in  life,  happy  in  the  selec- 
tion of  liis  companion,  and  amply  blessed  with  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen. 

The  Sanford  family  was  many  years  ago  familiarly 
known  in  New  York  State,  where  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  Isaac  and  Rachel  (Wilber)  Sanford, 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Dutchess  County. 
After  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes,  they  settled 
in  Cayuga  County,  became  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  and  there  spent  their  last  days.  Their  son, 
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C3n'enus,  was  the  fifth  child  of  the  household,  and 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  March  19,  1815.  He 
remained  there  on  the  farm  until  a  youth  of  nine- 
teen years,  then  started  out  for  himself  and  engaged 
in  running  a  stage  from  Auburn  to  Cortland ville, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  a  period  of  seven 
years,  in  1841  he  left  the  Empire  State,  and  mi- 
grated to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  also  operated  a  threshing-machine, 
until  about  1851.  The  latter  industry  in  those 
days  was  usually  the  source  of  a  good  income,  and 
attracted  considerable  attention  as  a  vast  improve- 
ment upon  the  old  method  of  tramping  out  tlie 
grain  by  horses,  and  the  later  one  of  using  the  Hail. 

Mr.  Sanford,  upon  leaving  Ohio,  came  directl}' 
to  this  county,  and  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  land 
in  Fairfield  Township.  By  a  rigid  course  of 
economy  and  industry,  he  in  due  time  found  him- 
self upon  the  highway  to  prosperity,  and  invested 
his  surplus  capital  in  additional  real  estate,  until  he 
became  the  possessor  of  189  acres.  This  he  gradu- 
ally improved  until  it  was  all  brought  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  In  1876,  the  first  humble 
dwelling  gave  place  to  a  handsome  brick  residence, 
and  this,  with  the  adjacent  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings, the  fine  fruit,  and  the  choice  assortment 
of  live  stock,  forms  a  most  desirable  homestead, 
and  one  where  there  is  seemingly  little  more  to  be 
asked  for. 

Mr.  Sanford  was  first  married,  March  24,  1889, 
in  Moravia,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Louisa 
(rardner,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Lydia  M., 
the  eldest  daughter,  is  now  the  wife  of  Albert  C. 
Daniels,  of  Fulton  County,  Ohio;  Mr.  Daniels 
carries  on  a  cheese  factory,  and  owns  a  half  interest 
in  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  besides  owning  another 
sawmill,  a  farm,  and  a  house  and  lot  in  Lyons. 
Frances  A.  is  the  wife  of  Schuyler  Bradley,  of 
Fairfield  Township;  Louisa  V.  is  the  wife  of  James 
H.  Herrick,  a  merchant  of  Clyde,  Ohio;  James  M. 
married  Miss  Carrie  Wilson,  and  is  farming  in 
Fairfield  Township.  Mrs.  Louisa  Sanford  accom- 
panied her  husband  to  Ohio,  and  died  there  in 
Huron  County  in  1844. 

Mr.  Sanford  was  married  the  second  time,  in 
Huron  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Demming. 


She  came  to  Michigan  with  her  husband,  and  died 
at  their  home  in  Fairfield  Township,  in  1865,  leav- 
ing no  children.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  1866,  in  Morenci,  this 
count}^  was  formerly  Mrs.  Ann  E.  (Fletcher)  Ken- 
diUl,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Rhoda  M.  (Penoyer) 
Fletcher,  and  widow  of  George  Kendall,  who  died 
in  Fulton  County,  Ohio.  Of  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Kendall  there  were  born  two  children.  The  elder, 
Carrie  L.,  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  A.  Sanford,  of 
Fairfield  Township;  Marvin  D.  married  Miss  Nettie 
Mizner,  and  is  a  musician  in  the  regular  army, 
belonging  to  the  2d  United  States  Cavalry. 

Mrs.  Sanford  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
June  14,  1836,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject is  the  mother  of  two  children.  The  elder, 
Cora  I.,  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  J.  Mead,  of  Fulton 
County,  Ohio,  while  Florence  I.  continues  at  home 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  Sanford  has  held  the  office 
of  Constable  in  his  township,  and  uniformly  votes 
the  Republican  ticket.  During  his  early  manhood 
he  became  interested  in  veterinary  surgery,  which 
he  practiced  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  Fairfield 
Township,  this  county,  and  adjoining  townships, 
successfully  for  a  period  of  forty  years.  He  is  now 
practically  retired  from  active  labor,  but  still  retains 
the  deep  interest  which  he  has  always  felt  in  the 
growth  and  progress  of  this  county,  and  to  which 
he  has  contributed  his  full  quota  as  an  industrious 
and  enterprising  citizen.  Mrs.  Sanford  is  a  most 
amiable  and  intelligent  lad}^  held  in  the  highest 
respect  by  her  neighbors,  and  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Disciples'  Church. 


r/OHN  D.  RAMSDELL.  We  are  glad  to  pre- 
sent to  the  many  friends  of  the  late  John  D. 
Ramsdell  this  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of 
his  life.  "A  loved  and  loving  husband, 
brother  and  friend,  has  died  where  manhood's 
morning  almost  touches  noon,  and  while  the  shad- 
ows still  were  falling  toward  the  West.  He  had  not 
passed  on  life's  highway  the  stone  that  marks  the 
highest  pointy  but  being  weary  for  a  moment  he 
lay  down  by  the  wayside,  and  using  his  burden  for 
a  pillow,  fell  into  that  dreamy  sleep  that  holds  his 
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ej^elids  still."  ^¥e  can  not  forbear  quoting  the 
above  beautiful  words  in  connection  with  the  death 
of  JMr.  Ramsdell,  they  are  so  appropriate. 

Mr.  Ramsdell  was  born  in  Macedon,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  Y.,  July  15,  1847,  and  was  the  son  of  David  and 
Catherine  M.  (Marshall)  Ramsdell,  natives  of  the 
same  place,  where  they  continued  to  reside  for 
some  years  after  marriage.  In  1847  they  came  to 
Lenawee  County,  and  made  their  home  in  Madison 
Township,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
their  death,  Mrs.  Rainsdell  passing  away  May  6, 
1872,  and  Mr.  Ramsdell,  December  2  of  the  follow- 
ing 3^ear.  Mr.  Ramsdell  was  the  first  man  who 
made  a  regular  business  of  selling  milk  in  Adrian, 
where  he  built  up  quite  a  flourishing  business  in 
that  line.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsdell  were  born 
three  children — Elizabeth,  John  D.  and  Jennie, 
Elizabeth  died  in  Madison  Township,  Dec.  18,  1869, 
at  the  age  of  twentj-five  years;  Jennie  was  the  wife 
of  Isaac  Waterman;  she  was  born  Nov.  18,  1854, 
and  died  in  Clayton,  Oct.  21,  1887. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant  a  few 
weeks  old  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  Lenawee 
County,  where  his  youth  was  passed,  chiefly  in  at- 
tendance at  school.  He  received  the  rudiments  of 
his  education  in  the  Union  School  at  Adrian,  where 
he  was  fitted  for  college,  and  then  took  a  course  of 
instruction  at  Adrian  College,  and  afterward  at- 
tended Hillsdale  College.  He  was  well  equipped 
mentally  for  his  life  as  a  business  man,  and  for  the 
part  he  afterward  took  in  public  affairs  in  the  town- 
ship where  he  was  bred  and  passed  the  most  of  his 
life.  After  he  grew  to  manhood  he  Avas  engaged 
principally  in  the  dairy  trade,  assuming  his  father's 
business  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  and  continuing 
in  it  for  some  years  until  nearly  the  time  of  his  own 
death.  He  increased  the  business  very  much,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  100  cows  in  con- 
nection with  his  dairy. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  1872,  Mr.  Ramsdell  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Maggie  Waterman,  at  the  residence  of 
the  bride's  father  in  Dover  Township.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Ira  D.  and  Jane  Waterman  (see  sketcli 
of  I.  D.  Waterman),  and  was  a  faithful  wife,  de- 
voted to  her  husband's  interests. 

Mr.  RamsdelFs  worth  and  business  ability  were 
duly  recognized  by  liis  fellow-townsmen,  who  hon- 


ored  him  by  election  to  the  offices  of  Township 
Treasurer  and  Highway  Commissioner.  In  politics 
he  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Republican 
party  of  Madison  Township.  In  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  residence  of  Ira  D.  Waterman,  May 
10,  1882,  the  community  lost  a  valued  citizen,  and 
a  large  circle  of  friends  sympathized  with  his  wife 
in  her  bereavement. 
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^Ip^OBERT  CAIRNS.  Within  the  boundaries 
lIL-^  of  Lenawee  County  may  be  found  rich  and 
/li\\l  productive  farms,  embellished  with  beauti- 
w@)ful  residences  and  commodious  farm  build- 
ings, indicative  of  the  prosperity,  thrift  and  good 
taste  of  the  possessor.  On  such  a  farm  in  Tecum seh 
Township  lives  Robert  Cairns,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch.  He  is  of  Scotch  and  German  ancestry,  his 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Cairns,  being  a  native 
of  Scotland,  while  his  mother's  ancestors  were  Ger- 
mans. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Abigail  (AYilson)  Cairns,  natives  respectively  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  remain- 
ing there  until  their  removal  to  Monroe  County, 
Mich.,  in  1836.  After  six  months'  residence  there 
they  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  located  on  the 
present  site  of  Clinton,  just  west  of  the  village. 
Subsequently  they  removed  to  a  farm  in  Tecumseh 
Township,  where  the  father  died  in  1840,  leaving  a 
widow  and  eight  children.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Mrs.  Cairns  continued  to  occupy  the  farm 
in  Tecumseh  Township,  and  by  her  energy  and  un- 
remitting toil  succeeded  in  keeping  her  family  to- 
gether until  they  were  grown  up.  Her  death 
occurred  in  1878,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  her  age, 
at  White  Pigeon. 

Robert  Cairns  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1819,  and  was  the  third 
child  of  his  parents.  His  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools,  but  as  the  nearest 
school-house  was  not  less  than  seven  miles  from  his 
father's  home,  his  advantages  were  necessarily 
limited.     When  his  father's  death  occurred  he  was 
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twenty  years  of  age,  and  the  succeeding  ten  years 
he  remained  with  his  mother,  assisting  her  in  sup- 
porting the  family,  and  helping  to  educate  his 
younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

December  27,  1852,  Mr.  Cairns  was  married  to 
Miss  Alvira  Rundell,  a  native  of  New  York  Stale, 
whence  she  came  to  Franklin  Township  with  her 
parents  when  quite  young.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Franklin 
Township,  to  which  Mr.  Cairns  added  by  furthei- 
purchase,  as  his  means  justified,  until  he  had  doubled 
tlie  original  acreage.  He  improved  the  land,  erected 
o'ood  buildings,  and  there  he  a,nd  his  family  resided 
twenty-three  years.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Tecumseh  Township,  near  the  city 
limits,  where  he  now  resides.  The  buildings  that 
were  on  it  at  the  time  of  purchase  were  very  poor, 
and  the  farm  needed  much  attention.  He  now  has 
the  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  while  the 
buildings  have  been  entirely  remodeled  or  replaced 
by  new^  ones.  His  house  is  a  handsome  frame 
structure,  fitted  up  in  modern  style,  and  is  one  of  the 
neatest  and  most  tast}^  residences  in  the  vicinity, 
while  his  farm  is  equipped  with  machinery  of  the 
latest  improved  patterns.  It  contains  three  large 
barns,  one  for  horses,  one  for  cattle,  and  a  third  for 
hay,  and  ^there  are  also  immense  granaries  for  the 
storage  of  his  farm  produce,  while  everything 
around  them  indicates  the  thrift  and  good  manage- 
ment of  the  possessor. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Cairns  is  an  example  of  what 
persevering  industry  may  accomplish.  He  started 
out  with  the  resolution  of  knowing  no  such  w^ord 
as  '^fail,"  and  the  result  has  exceeded  his  most  san- 
guine expectations.  His  course  has  been  honest  and 
upright,  his  transactions  fair  and  square,  and  he  early 
gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  Commencing  at  the  lowest  rung 
of  the  ladder,  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  capable 
wife,  who  has  equally  shared  his  labors,  he  has 
steadily  climbed  upward,  until  now  he  is  one  of  the 
heaviest  tax-payers  in  Tecumseh  Tow^nship.  The 
lowest  valuation  placed  upon  his  farm  would  be  not 
less  than  $200  an  acre,  and  he  has  110,000,  or  more, 
on  interest.  Mr.  Cairns  has  evidently  a  Midas-like 
touch,  everything  that  he  comes  in  contact  with 
turning  into  gold.     Young  men  just  starting  out 
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in  life  may  acquire  the  same  magical  touch,  by  fol- 
lowing the  same  hard  road  to  fortune  that  Mr. 
C  aims  has  pursued,  and  living  the  same  temperate 
life  that  he  has  led,  he  being  a  strictly  temperate 
man,  and  finally  reach,  as  he  has,  the  realization  of 
their  dreams  of  wealth.  Mr.  Cairns  is  living  a 
somewhat  retired  life,  though  he  still  has  charge  of 
his  farm.     In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

Onegreat  grief  has  overshadow^ed  the  wedded  life 
of  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Cairns;  this  is  the  death  of  their 
only  child,  M.  Alice,  who  died  Dec.  27,  1880.  She 
was  a  brilliant  scholar,  highly  accomplished,  and  of 
a  most  lovable  disposition.  In  her  death  her  par- 
ents sustained  an  irreparable  loss,  but  her  memory 
is  still  fresh  in  their  hearts,  and  their  home  is  filled 
with  many  mementoes  of  her  former  presence  among 
them. 

(i^g^^HOMAS  I.EE.  In  Lenawee  County  are 
many  extensive  land-owners  who  from  small 
beginnings  in  the  way  of  landed  possessions, 
by  innate  energy  and  business  tact  have  been  able 
to  add  many  acres  to  their  original  purchases. 
Among  such  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  hirgest  farms  of  the 
county,  which  is  finely  improved  and  cultivated, 
and  provided  with  commodious  buildings.  Our  sub- 
ject is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  far- 
mers of  Lenaw^ee  County,  who  have  made  the  most 
of  their  opportunities,  and  taken  advantage  of  mod- 
ern progress.  His  barns  and  out-buildings  are  first- 
class  in  all  respects,  finely  arranged  for  the  shelter 
of  stock  and  the  storage  of  grain,  and  everything 
about  the  premises  indicates  the  supervision  of  an 
enterprising  and  intelligent  man.  Mr.  Lee  is  known 
to  the  township  of  Ridgeway  as  one  of  tlie  most 
successful  of  all  her  good  farmers.  He  settled  in 
the  township  in  1850,  and  began  by  purchasing  a 
small  farm,  to  which  he  has  added  until  he  has  now 
a  tract  embracing  over  200  acres. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  in  Y^orkshire,  England,  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1828.  His  father,  Robert  Lee,  a 
native  of  the  same  place,  was  a  small  farmer,  and 
lived  and  died  in  Yorkshire  on  the  old  Lee  home- 
stead, on  the  19th  of  December,  1865,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.     He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
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the  shire  of  his  birth,  and  there  married  P]lizabeth 
Smith,  who  is  yet  living  on  the  old  homestead  in 
England,  with  her  son,  George  Lee,  and  is  ninety- 
seven  years  of  age.  The  parents  were  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  or,  as  it  is  more  popularly 
known  there,  the  Church  of  England,  and  were 
very  strict  in  their  religious  doctrine.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  the  sixth  of  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, the  first  five  of  whom  were  daughters,  and  the 
last  five  sons.  He  grew  to  man's  estate  in  the  shii-e 
of  his  birth,  and  in  the  month  of  April,  1850,  he  left 
his  native  shores  and  sailed  for  America,  landing  at 
New  York  after  a  voj^age  of  two  weeks.  Iminedi- 
atel}'^  he  proceeded  to  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  and  when 
he  arrived  here  he  had  left  but  $1  in  money. 
He  began  work  on  a  farm  as  a  laborer,  receiving 
for  compensation  $10  per  month  for  the  first  six 
months,  after  which  he  received  an  increase  of 
wages.  He  gave  an  exhibition  of  his  skill  as  a  plow- 
man, receiving  the  first  premium,  and  was  awarded 
a  similar  prize  at  the  State  fair  at  Detroit.  As  the 
result  of  his  labor  and  economy  he  accumulated 
1700  in  gold,  with  which  he  purchased  sixty  acres 
of  land  in  Macon  Townshij),  on  section  12,  and  here 
he  and  his  good  wife  began  the  work  of  building 
up  a  home.  They  improved  the  farm,  and  erected 
a  comfortable  residence,  and  by  subsequent  pur- 
chases Mr.  Lee  has  added  to  his  acreage  until  he 
now  owns  232  acres,  constituting  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  Lenawee  County. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Lee  was  married 
to  Miss  Ellen  East,  of  Raisin  Township.  She  was 
born  in  Boxmore,  near  London,  on  the  10th  of  No- 
vember, 1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Jane  (Fensem)  East,  both  of  whom  were  reared 
and  educated  in  the  village  of  Boxmore,  England, 
and  there  lived  until  they  were  married.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  and  located  in 
Macon  Township,  where  the  father  made  large  im- 
provements on  his  farm,  and  died  in  January,  1882, 
when  seventy-six  years  of  age.  The  mother,  who 
is  eighty-one  years  of  age,  lives  with  her  son  Charles 
in  Macon  Township,  on  the  old  homestead.  Mrs. 
Lee,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
about  sixteen  years  old  when  her  parents  came  to 
America,  and  located  in  Michigan,  and  she  re- 
mained with  them  until  the  date  of  her  marriage. 
^>m — — - — ^ «~-««™»--«™«.^ 


She  became  the  mother  of  ten  children,  only  four 
of  whom  survive,  namely:  Albert  N.,  who  married 
Maggie  Gregg,  and  lives  in  Milan  Township,  Mon- 
roe County;  Minnie,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Boj^ed,  of 
Macon  Township,  where  they  live  on  a  farm  owned 
by  her  father;  Arthur,  who  is  unmarried  and  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  serves  in  the  capac- 
ity of  Steward.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters.  In  his  politics 
and  religion  he  is  liberal  and  broad  minded,  and  in 
all  matters  which  have  a  tendency  to  improve  his 
surroundings  and  those  of  the  community  he  takes 
a  lively  interest. 


^<!^ 
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AMES  M.  RICHARDSON,  for  many  years  a 
successful  general  farmer  of  Franklin  Town- 
ship, is  pleasantly  located  on  section  31, 
where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  finely  culti- 
vated land  and  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  1853,  locating  first  in  Cam- 
bridge Township,  and  purchased  his  present  farm 
in  1862.  Here  he  has  since  made  his  home  and 
effected  most  of  the  improvements  which  attract 
the  attention  of  passing  traveler  as  the  result  of 
thrift  and  industry,  coupled  with  excellent  taste  and 
ample  means. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and 
was  born  near  the  town  of  Junius,  Seneca  County, 
March  26,  1825.  His  father,  James  Richardson, 
a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  was  the  son  of  James 
Richardson,  Sr.,  also  a  native  of  New  York  State  and 
of  German  descent.  Both  father  and  grandfather 
followed  farming  all  their  lives,  and  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age,  the  former  dying  in  Cayuga  County, 
and  the  latter  in  Lenawee.  James  Richardson,  Jr., 
was  the  third  child  in  a  family  of  eight,  and  con- 
tinued on  his  father's  farm  until  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  Aurelius  Township,  Cayuga  County, 
the  maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Lydia  Ells- 
worth. She  was  the  daughter  of  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  and  the  young  people  after  their  marriage 
continued  the  vocation  of  their  parents  before  them, 
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remaining  in  their  native  State  nntil  quite  well  ad- 
vanced in  years.  Thej  then  joined  their  son,  James 
M.  our  subject,  in  this  county,  and  made  their  home 
^Yith  him  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Both  died 
at  an  advanced  age,  the  father  in  the  winter  of 
1863,  when  seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  the 
mother  in  September,  1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  The  former  was  a  Methodist  relig- 
iously, and  the  latter  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Richardson  was  a  Democrat 
of  the  first  water  and  defended  his  principles  with 
all  the  energy  of  his  character. 

James  M.  Richardson,  the  subject  of  this  history, 
was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  the  latter  of  whom  are  deceased.  The 
sons  are  yet  living,  the  brothers  of  our  subject  being 
residents,  one  of  New  York  State,  one  of  Montana, 
and  one  of  Lenawee  County,  James  M.,  after 
reaching  his  majority,  started  in  the  spring  of  1849, 
for  the  Pacific  coast,  taking  passage  at  New  York 
City  on  the  15th  of  March,  with  a  company  made 
up  of  gentlemen  from  Ontario  and  Monroe  Coun- 
ties, who  proposed  to  engage  in  mining  in  Califor- 
nia. Upon  arriving  at  the  Isthmus  they  were  de- 
layed a  month  for  want  of  a  conveyance,  and 
then  proceeded  from  there  to  San  Francisco  on  the 
old  coaster  '•  Brigantine,"  arriving  at  their  desti- 
nation in  the  early  part  of  Jnly. 

Mr.  Richardson,  with  some  of  his  companions, 
soon  afterward  set  out  for  the  mining  regions,  and 
mined  on  the  Mokelunine,  Calaveras  and  Stanislaus 
Rivers  for  about  four  months.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  fishery  business  in  Stockton  for  a  short  time, 
when  he  returned  to  San  Francisco  and  took  pas- 
sage for  Trinidad  Bay,  where  with  about  twenty 
others  they  founded  a  town  which  they  named 
l^rinidad.  They  then  began  prospecting  for  the 
precious  metal,  and  after  about  a  week,  during 
which  they  had  several  encounters  with  the  Indians, 
they  were  successful.  They  returned  to  Trinidad 
in  order  to  make  preparations  to  work  the  mines. 
While  prospecting  they  discovered  gold  on  the 
ocean  beach,  on  what  is  called  Gold  Bluffs,  in  lati- 
tude 41  ^  33',  and  beginning  in  the  fall  of  1851 
operated  them  for  one  year.  Feeling  satisfied  with 
his  wanderings,  Mr.  Richardson  resolved  to  return 
to  the  friends  he  left  behind  him,  and  accordingly 


took  passage  for  home,  feeling  well  paid  for  his  ad- 
venture as  he  saw  many  strange  sights  and  met 
people  from  almost  all  parts  of  both  continents. 
He  had  in  the  meantime  suffered  an  attack  of  chol- 
era at  Panamn,  but  in  later  years  enjoyed  the  best 
of  health,  which  he  attributed  in  a  large  measure  to 
the  breathing  of  the  salt  sea  air. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  married  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  r.,  Nov.  2,  1852,  to  Miss  Oral  Lovell,  who  was 
born  in  Seneca  County,  July  13,  1824,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Charila  (Sellick)  Lovell, 
both  of  whom  died  when  their  daughter,  Mrs.  R. 
was  but  a  child.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  botli  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
Mrs.  R.,  after  the  death  of  her  parents,  made  her 
home  with  an  elder  sister  for  some  years.  She  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  and 
became  an  expert  seamstress,  which  occupation  she 
followed  until  her  marrige. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  commenced  their  life 
together  at  Gorham,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
due  time  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two 
of  whom  died  young.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Alvin 
Coleman,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Franklin  Town- 
ship; David  A.  married  Miss  Abbie  E.  Pitcher,  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  not  far  from  his  father's 
homestead;  Li va  A.  continues  with  her  parents; 
Alice  J  married  Elmer  E.  Rexford,  and  lives  with 
her  husband  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  Township; 
Edwin  J.,  a  mechanic,  and  Albert  J.  make  their 
home  with  their  father.  The  two  sons  deceased 
were  Charles  M.  and  Francis  B.,  who  died  of  scar- 
let fever  within  twelve  hours  of  each  other.  Mr. 
Richardson  is  a  life-long  Democrat,  politically,  and 
with  his  estimable  wife,  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 


^ -#^ ^-^ 

lEORGE  F.  FORD,  one  of  the  most  extensive 
land-owners  in  this  section  of  the  county, 
residing  on  section  4  in  the  fractional  part  of 
Riga  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  "Old  Bay  State," 
where  he  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cummington, 
Hampshire  County,  March  2,  1838.  Cummington 
is  famous  alike  for  its  beautiful  scenery  and  as 
being  the  birthplace   of   the  poet,  William  Cullen 
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Bryant.  Our  subject  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and 
honorable  family,  some  of  whose  offshoots  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  this  place. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  locate  in  Ciimmington, 
so  far  as  known,  was  Hezekiah  Ford,  the  great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  who  died  there  in 
1775.     His  son,  Ansel  Ford,  was  born,  reared,  and 
married   in    Cummington,  and  there   followed   the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  until  about   the  year  183H, 
when  the  same  ambitious  spirit,  doubtless,  that  had 
moved  some  of  his  progenitors,  caused  him  to  l)e- 
come  a  pioneer   in  tnrn,  and  he  pnshed  on   farther 
westward    until  he  reached    Fulton  County,  Ohio, 
and  here  became  one  of  the  Yery  first  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Gorham.     He  bought  a  tract  of  land  heav- 
il}^  timbered,  and  here  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  preparing  it  for  cultivation.     His  son  Charles, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Cummington,  Jan.  22,  1809.     He  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  towm,  and'there  married,  May  20,1835, 
Miss  Fidelia  Bates,  a  native  of  Cummington,  who 
was  born  July  4,  1813.     After  their  marriage  they 
made  their  home  in  their  native  town  for  some  years, 
Mr.  Ford  engaging  in  the  manufacture    of  scythe 
snaths.     In  1840  he  visited  Ohio,  the  home  of  his 
father,  but  returning  remained  a  resident  of  Cum- 
mington  until    1850.     He   then   removed  to   Ohio 
and  settled  in  Richfield   Township,    Lucas   County, 
where  he  bought  320  acres  of  land  upon  which  was 
a  log  house  at  the  time   of   purchase;  he   now  has 
200  acres  cleared  and  a  good  set  of  frame   build- 
ings.    In  the   month  of  May,   1879,  near  the  anni- 
versary  of  their   wedding  day,   he   was  called   to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  good  wife,  with  whom  he  had 
spent    forty-four   years.     She    was  the   mother  of 
seven   children,   six   of   whom   are   still  living,  all 
grown  to  maturity  and  recorded  as  follows:  Levi 
B.  married  Nancy  Leonardson  ;  George  F. ;  Eugene 
F.  married  Pamelia  Wilson,  and  lives  in  Riga  Town- 
ship ;  Lucius  L.  lives  on  the  old  homestead ;  Lavina 
B.  married  John  Leonardson,  and  lives  in  Richfield, 
Lucas   Co..  Ohio,   while   Ellen   M.   married  Squire 
Garnsey,  and  lives  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Charles  died  in 
infancy.     The  sketches  of  Levi  B.  and   Eugene   F. 
appear  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

George  F.  Ford  was  the  second  child  of  his  par- 
ents, and   was  twelve   years  old    when  he  left  the 


home  of  his  childhood,  with  its  beautiful  scenery 
and  pleasant  associations,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  They  made  tlieir  new  home  in  the  for- 
ests of  Richfield  Township,  near  the  State  line  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Michigan.  Thus  he  has  been  a 
witness  of  the  wonderful  development  of  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  from  a  wilderness,  where  deer 
and  other  wild  game  were  abundant,  to  its  present 
condition.  Now  the  forest  has  given  way,  at  least 
in  part,  to  fertile,  well-tilled  fields,  smiling  villages 
and  flourishing  cities,  with  their  varied  manufactur- 
ing interests.  He  received  his  education  partly  in 
the  town  of  his  birth  in  the  district  schools,  and 
partly  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Richfield.  During 
the  intervals  of  attendance  at  school,  and  after  his 
school  da^^s  were  over,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
hard  task  of  clearing  the  land  and  preparing  it  for 
cultivation.  In  1860  he  taught  one  term  of  school, 
wliich  vocation  he  gave  up  to  enter  the  army. 

Mr.  Ford  was  married,  Nov.  14,  1861,  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Walters,  who  was  born  in  Hancock  County, 
Ohio,  April  28,  1 842.  Her  father,  John  Walters, 
w^as  born  in  Worcester,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Ohio  with 
his  parents,  who  settled  in  Richland  County.  Some 
3^ears  after  his  marriage  with  Eliza  Lowry,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, he  removed  to  Hancock  County  and 
bought  a  farm  and  a  mill.  From  there  he  removed 
to  Riga  Township  about  the  year  1859,  and  lived 
there  until  1864,  then  returned  to  Findlay,  Ohio, 
where  he  and  his  wife  passed  their  last  years.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Ford,  with  his  wife,  still  continued 
to  make  his  home  with  his  parents. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1862,  Mr.  Ford  laid  aside  all 
private  duties  and  considerations  to  enlist  in  the  de- 
fense of  his  country.  He  became  a  member  of 
Company  A,  84th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  the 
term  of  enlistment,  three  months,  when  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge  September  20,  and  returned 
home.  He  re-enhsted  in  1863  in  the  State  Militia, 
receiving  a  commission  as  Second  Lieutenant  from 
Gov.  Todd.  He  again  enlisted,  Feb.  8,  1865,  in 
Company  A,  189tli  Ohio  Infantry,  being  mustered 
in  as  Sergeant,  and  served  until  July,  1865,  when 
he  was  discharged.  During  this  last  term  of  enlist- 
ment he  was  in  the  hospital  on  the  sick  list,  and  when 
he  returned  home  his  health  was  so  much  impaired 
by  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life  that  he  was  in- 
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capacitated  for  the  hard  labor  of  clearing  hind  and 
tilling  the  soil;  he  therefore  turned  his  attention  to 
carpentering,  and  many  of  the  buildings  in  this  vi- 
cinity are  monuments  of  liis  skillful  workmanship,  lie 
was  greatly  prospered  in  his  new  calling,  and  since 
1880  has  lived  quietly  on  his  farm,  attending  solely 
to  his  landed  estates.  He  erected  his  buildings 
here  in  1867,  and  removed  with  his  family  one  year 
later.  He  now  owns  390  acres  in  this  township  and 
forty  acres  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  have  been  born  seven 
children,  all  living  and  recorded  as  follows:  Flor- 
ence F.  is  engaged  in  teaching,  wliich  occupation 
she  has  successfully  pursued  for  four  years;  Charles 
R.  is  a  farmer  in  Riga  Township;  George  W.,  Wil- 
lie B.,  Yerne  E.,  Bessie  and  China  A.  are  all  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  are  highly  respected  in  the 
neighborhood  as  earnest  Christians,  whose  daily 
lives  are  guided  by  principles  of  truth  and  recti- 
tude. They  became  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  many  years  ago,  but  Mr.  Ford  has  of  late 
years  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
of  that  church  for  nine  years.  As  Mr.  Ford  was 
a  good  soldier  so  is  he  now  a  good  citizen,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  public  aifairs. 
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GEORGE  SISSON,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Sisson  &  Cannon,  proprietors  of  the  Deer- 
field  Flouring-Mill,  has  for  long  years  been 
one  of  the  prominent  figures  in  the  business  and 
agricultural  interests  of  Eenawee  County.  He  was 
born  in  that  part  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  which 
is  now  included  in  Wyoming  County,  Sept.  2, 
1822,  and  has  wisely  preserved  the  family  record 
bnck  for  several  generations. 

The  family  originated  in  England,  and  was  first 
represented  in  this  country  by  three  brothers,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  during  the  Colonial  days,  and 
located  in  Rhode  Island.  One  of  these,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  continued  in  Rhode  Island 
until  after  his  marriage,  when  he  removed  to  Cen- 
tral New  York  during  the  period  of  its  early  settle- 
ment, and  later  to  Indiana,  settling  near   the   Wa- 


bash  River.  Here  he  also  was  a  pioneer,  and  he 
remained  battling  with  the  primitive  soil  until  he 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  good  homestead,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Before  leaving 
Rhode  Island  there  had  l)een  born  to  him  one  son. 
Cook,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  after  the  re- 
moval to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  married  in  that 
locality  Miss  Lovisa  Carlton,  and  carried  on  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  millwright  in  the  Empire 
State  until  1829.  That  year  he  left  his  family 
behind  and  emigrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan^ 
and  settled  in  the  hamlet  of  Tecumseh,  building 
the  first  mill  erected  there.  In  1832  he  sent  for  his 
family  and  purchased  a  bract  of  land  two  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  the  village,  a  part  of  which  was 
in  heavy  timber,  while  all  was  free  from  any  im- 
pr o  V  e  m  e  n  t  s  w  h  ate  v  e  r . 

Cook  Sisson,  in  the  spring  of  1833,  erected  a 
cheap  frame  house,  into  which  he  removed  with  his 
family,  and  thereafter  followed  his  trade  and  culti- 
vated his  land  until  the  building  of  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  through  this  sec- 
tion, when  he  was  employed  by  the  company  in 
building  station  houses  along  the  route.  He  made 
his  home  on  the  little  farm  until  the  death  of  his 
wife,  in  February,  1886,  and  after  this  bereave- 
ment lived  with  his  son,  our  subject,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  two  months  later.  His  age  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  was  eighty-seven  years,  and 
that  of  the  mother,  eighty-five.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sis- 
son formed  a  worthy  portion  of  the  pioneer  element, 
and  contributed  their  quota  to  the  building  up  of 
their  township  and  the  encouragement  of  its  vari- 
ous worthy  enterprises.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  George,  our  subject;  Llewellyn,  a 
resident  of  Deerfield,  and  Lewis,  who  died  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  when  tvvo  years  of  age. 

George  Sisson  was  a  lad  ten  years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  this  county,  and  remembers  well  the  in- 
cidents of  the  long  journey  from  the  Empire  State. 
They  first  traveled  to  Buffalo,  forty  miles,  with  a 
team,  then  boarded  a  lake  steamer  which  conveyed 
them  to  Detroit,  at  which  point  the  family  was  met 
by  the  father  with  a  team,  and  they  drove  through 
the  woods  to  this  county.  Detroit  was  then  but  a 
small  place  and  but  a  few  scattering  cabins  marked 
the  presence  of    human  beings  along  the  road   to 
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Teeumseh.  Deer,  wolves,  and  wild  turkey  wei'e 
plentiful,  and  young  Sisson  at  an  early  age  learning 
to  shoulder  the  gun,  in  this  way  supplied  the  family 
larder  with  choice  meats,  although  they  frequently 
lacked  for  wheat  bread  and  various  other  provisions 
which  at  that  day  were  considered  luxuries.  He 
became  an  expert  hunter,  and  for  several  years 
could  stand  in  the  door  of  the  cabin  and  shoot 
black  sqpirrels  from  the  trees. 

Our  subject  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the 
farm,  and  at  times  worked  in  the  carpenter  shoj). 
His  educational  advantages  were  extremely  limited, 
but  being  bright  and  observant  and  fond  of  books, 
he  pursued  a  course  of  instructive  reading,  and 
thereby  gained  a  good  fund  of  general  informa- 
tion. After  his  marriage  he  continued  a  year  at 
the  homestead,  then  put  up  a  house  on  a  40- 
acre  tract  which  he  owned  in  Teeumseh  Town- 
ship, and  occupied  it  with  his  family  eight  years. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Deerfield  Township,  and 
in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  William  Sil- 
vers, purchased  ten  acres  of  land,  put  up  a  dwell- 
ing and  a  steam  sawmill,  and  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  lumber.  They  were  prospered  in  this 
venture,  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 4,  which  was  afterward  sold  to  Ben  Cannon. 
They  had  cleared  a  portion  of  it,  and  subsequently 
Mr.  S.  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr,  Cannon  in  the 
property,  and  after  selling  his  mill  and  live  acres  of 
this  land,  engaged  in  farming,  making  his  resi- 
dence on  section  9  until  1885.  By  this  time  he 
had  about  200  acres  of  land  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  in  addition  to  the  dwelling  had 
erected  two  large  frame  barns,  which,  however, 
were  both  destroyed  by  fire  in  1875.  In  1885  Mr. 
Sisson  sold  his  farm  and  purchased  a  half-interest 
in  the  mill  property  with  which  he  is  now  con- 
nected. Two  years  previously  he  had  purchased 
a  residence  in  the  village,  and  has  now  a  comfort- 
able and  tasteful  home  with  pleasant  surroundings, 
a  fine  family  and  hosts  of  friends. 

Mr.  Sisson,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1844,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Caroline  L.  Silvers,  who  was  born  at  Sen- 
eca Falls,  N.  Y.,  March  31,  1826.  Her  father,  John 
P.  Silvers,  whom  it  is  supposed  was  also  a  native 
of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Silvers,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  section  of  coun- 
--si*^ — ^ — ^ ^ 


try.  The  latter  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
from  which  he  improved  a  farm,  and  met  his  death 
by  accident  when  his  son,  John  P.,  was  a  mere  boy. 
The  latter  inherited  the  homestead  in  Seneca 
County,  and  occupied  it  until  1833,  when  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  this  county.  He  settled  one  mile 
south  of  what  was  then  but  the  beginning  of  the 
village  of  Clinton,  upon  200  acres  of  timber  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  converted  into  a  good  farm, 
and  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  in 
April,  1881. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Sisson  was  formerly  Miss 
Jenette  Hooker,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  who  died  soon  after  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  this  county.  The  family  included  five  children, 
recorded  as  follows:  The  eldest,  George  V.,  is  con- 
ducting a  hotel  in  Deerfield:  Jenette  is  the  wife  of 
E.  K.  Bliss;  Benjamin  is  engaged  in  farming;  Lydia 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Fitch,  a  railroad  conductor, 
while  John  assists  his  father  in  the  mill.  With  the 
exception  of  Lydia,  who  lives  in  Nor^valk,  Ohio, 
the  children  of  Mr.  Sisson  are  all  residents  of  Deer- 
field. Mr.  S.  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Har- 
rison, and  was  an  old-line  Whig  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republicans,  since  which  time  he  has 
given  his  support  to  the  latter. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Sisson  was  of  Welsh  ances- 
try. Her  father,  Jacob  Carlton,  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est pioneers  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  se- 
cured land  from  the  Holland  Purchase  Company, 
which  he  improved  and  lived  upon  the  remainder 
of  his  days. 


^^^^  EORG  E  W.  CARTER,  carriage  manufactui-er 
III  (—^  of  Hudson,  represents  the  oldest  established 
^^^41  business  in  the  village.  He  commenced  here 
in  a  small  way  in  1854,  erecting  a  frame  building 
26x30  feet,  one  story  in  height.  He  ironed  car- 
riages and  carried  on  general  blacksmithing  and 
shoeing,  until  three  years  later  he  began  the  manu- 
facture of  carriages.  His  business  rapidly  increased, 
and  in  1 861  he  erected  a  brick  building,  52x55  feet, 
two  stories  in  height,  and  in  1871  a  similar  two-story 
building,  30x32  feet.     He  has  constantly  kept  em- 
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ployed  a  number  of  hfuids,  and  by  doing  good  hon- 
est work,  has  established  a  most  excellent  reputa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Carter  was  born  in  Junius,  N.  Y.,  Nov.    22, 
1831,  and  his  paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of 
England,  who  on  coming  to  America,    located    in 
New  Y^ork  City.     It  is  said  that  on  the    voyage 
from  England,  he,  with  two  others,  left  the  vessel  in 
a  small  boat  and  wandered  so   far  away    that   they 
were  unable  to  overtake  the  vessel.     After  drifting 
around  for  awhile  in  mid-ocean,   they  were    picked 
up  by  another  vessel,    and   landed  safely  in  New 
York.     Mr.   Carter  was  a  well-educated  man,  and 
Avas  first  employed  in  office  work,  and  later  in  teach- 
ing; he  lost  his  life    by  drowning.     The  father  of 
our  subject  was  quite  young  when  his  parents  died, 
and   he  then   found    a    home  with  strangers.     He 
learned  the  trade  of   a  blacksmith,  and  about   1830 
settled  in  the  town  of  Junius,  and  there  followed  his 
trade  until  1836,  when  he  removed  to  Lyons,  Wayne 
County,    where  he   did  journey   work   for  a  time. 
Subsequently  he  opened  a  shop  in  the  town  of  Rose 
in  the  same   county,  and  carried  on  his  trade  until 
1844,  when   he  came  to  this  county  and  bought   a 
tract  of  partially  improved  land  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Hudson  Township.     There  was  a  set  of  log  build- 
ings on  the  place  at  the  time,  and  he   built  a    shop 
wdiere   he  worked  at  his  trade  and  attended   to    the 
hnprovement  of  the  farm.     He  erected  a  good   set 
of  frame  buildings,  and  remained    there  until   the 
death  of  his  wife,  when  he  sold   out  and  bought  in 
Dover  Township,  north   of  Clayton,  where   he   re- 
mained a  resident  until  his  death  at  eighty-six  years 
of  age.     The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,   mother    of 
our  subject,  was  Zelpha  Gillett.     To  them  were  born 
eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth. 
Mr.  Carter   of  our   sketch  received  a  common- 
school  education,   attending    a   district    school    in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  in  this  town. 
He  was  thirteen  years  old   when  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  his  parents,  and  out  of  school   he   found 
plenty  to  do  in    assisting  his  father    on    the  farm. 
r>eing  possessed  of    natural  mechanical  ability,    he 
preferred  the  vocation  of  a  mechanic    rather  than 
that  of  a  farmer,  and    accordingly    worked  in    the 
smithy  with  his  father  until   he  became  a  thorough 
master  of  that  branch   of  mechanics.     He   resided 


with  his  parents  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to 
Hudson  and  established  himself  in  business,  as 
stated  above. 

Mr.  Carter  was  married,  Jan.  1,  1857,  to  Mary  D. 
Pratt,  a  native  of  New^castle,  Fa.,  and  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Mary  Pratt.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  have 
five  children  living,  namely:  Belle,  Arthur,  Elfie 
May,  George  W.  and  Edna.  Alice  A;,  the  eldest 
child,  who  was  born  in  November,  1857,  married 
F.  D.  Brown,  and  died  in  October,  1881. 

Mr.  Carter  is  an  energetic,  wide-awake  business 
man,  whose  good  judgment  and  clear  foresight  make 
him  a  valuable  factor  in  the  business  community  of 
Hudson.  His  present  residence,  a  commodious 
brick  house,  built  in  1867,  is  pleasantly  located  on 
Main  street,  and  there  he  and  his  family  live  in  com- 
fort and  happiness,  having  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Carter 
has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote 
lor  J.  C.  Fremont. 


ri?  ENRY  W.  BURKE.  Prominent  among  the 
^^  agriculturists  of  this  section  of  country 
stands  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
\^i\)  this  list,  and  who  has  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Lenawee  County.  His  farm  contains  190  acres 
of  well-improved  land  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  he  has  erected  thereon  a  handsome 
residence  and  commodious  farm  buildings,  and  is 
prosecuting  with  enviable  success  his  calling  as  a 
general  farmer. 

Our  subject  first  saw  the  light  in  Tioga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  17,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Catherine  (Davenport)  Burke,  the  former  a  native 
of  the  same  county,  and  the  latter  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.  After  their  marriage  the  parents 
lived  in  Tioga  County  until  1835,  when  they  re- 
moved to  Hillsdale  County,  this  State,  where  the 
father  entered  eighty  acres  of  Government  land, 
and  lived  two  years.  He  then  bought  100  acres 
one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  that  place,  on  which 
he  resided  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife  followed  to 
the  silent  land  a  few  months  later,  when  sixty-eight 
years  of  age.     They  were  estimable  people,  revered 
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in  their  community,  and  faithfully  hxbored  to  train 
in  correct  habits  their  large  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  six  are  yet  living.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  twenty-three  jears  of  age.  On  the  17th 
of  December,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Louisa  E.  Jewell,  who  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1837.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  John  M.  and  Celesta  (Crawford)  Jewell,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York,  and  came  in  1848  to 
Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Jewell  died  at  the  age  of  fort}^- 
five  years.  Mr.  Jewell  came  to  Michigan  during 
the  Civil  War,  and  lived  here  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 
Mrs.  Burke  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children  born 
to  her  parents,  and  is  the  only  one  at  present  living. 
She  comes  of  a  family  noted  for  their  honesty  and 
integrity,  and  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  ancestrj^. 

The  family  group  of  our  subject  was  completed 
by  the  birth  of  five  children,  named  as  follows: 
Herbert  PI,  Charlotte  Ann,  Joseph,  Henry  Elmer 
and  Catherine  E.  Herbert  E.  was  born  in  Hills- 
dale County,  Oct.  26,  1856,  and  married  Miss  Mary 
Bryant;  they  reside  on  the  old  homestead  and  have 
three  children,  two  boys  and  one  girl.  Charlotte 
Ann,  Mrs.  J.  Ryder,  was  also  born  in  Hillsdale 
County,  Dec.  17,  1857,  has  one  son,  and  lives  in 
Rome  Township;  Joseph  was  born  Jan.  19,  1862, 
married  Miss  Eva  Cane,  and  farms  on  shares  forty 
acres  of  land  owned  by  his  father;  Elmer  was  born 
April  7,  1864,  and  lives  at  home;  Catherine  E.  was 
born  in  this  township,  Jan.  31,  1867,  married  Fred 
D.  Southard,  and  has  one  son,  Fred  C,  who  was 
born  Nov.  15,  1887;  Mr.  Southard  operates  a  farm 
ill  connection  with  Mr.  Burke. 

After  marriage,  our  subject  located  on  land  in  the 
wilderness,  which  he  purchased,  and  engaged  in 
bringing  it  under  the  plow.  He  built  thereon  a  log 
cabin  and  labored  diligently  seven  years,  when,  see- 
ing an  opportunity  to  better  his  condition,  he  sold 
out  and  bought  102  acres  of  his  present  farm.  In 
addition  to  the  190  acres  in  this  township,  he 
owns  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  subsequent!}^ 
purchased  at  Devil's  Lake,  Wis. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burke  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
on  the  abandonment  of  that  party  identified  him- 


self with  the  Republicans.  He  has  no  political 
aspirations  and  is  not  activel}^  engaged  in  politics, 
but  votes  for  the  candidate  for  local  positions 
whom  he  considers  best  adapted  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  office. 


//..(  SA  FOSTER,  deceased.  The  name  of  this 
Ol  gentleman  is  remembered  by  the  residents 
of  the  southern  portion  of  Lenawee  County 
as  that  of  one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens 
and  reliable  business  men.  He  located  in  Blissfield 
in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  was  one  of  its  most  suc- 
cessful manufacturers  and  merchants  until  1875, 
when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire.  He 
afterward  gave  his  attention,  as  far  as  his  strength 
permitted,  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  his  farm  until 
closing  his  eyes  upon  earthl}^  scenes,  Oct.  12,  1885. 
He  was  born  Sept.  18,  1816,  and  was  therefore  at 
the  time  of  his  death  sixty-nine  years  of  age. 

The  early  home  and  birthplace  of  Mr.  Foster  were 
in  the  town  of  Russia,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.  His 
father,  Samuel  Foster,  was  born  April  15,  1788, 
and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  youth  in  Schoharie 
County,  whence  he  removed  later  to  Herkimer 
County,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Russia  Township, 
which  he  occupied  until  1833.  Thence  he  moved 
to  Madison  County,  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  in 
Eton  Township,  where  he  spent  his  last  days,  his 
decease  occurring  in  January,  1846.  He  had  in 
early  manhood  taken  for  his  wife  Miss  Polly  Ten 
Ej^eck,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  died  at  her  home  in  Herkimer  County  several 
years  previous  to  the  death  of  her  husband.  They 
reared  a  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  training 
them  in  the  stanch  old  principles  of  their  forefa- 
thers, and  fitting  them  for  worthy  and  upright  citi- 
zens who  became  an  honor  to  the  name. 

Asa  Foster  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  when 
his  parents  removed  from  Herkimer  to  Madison 
County.  He  was  bright  and  ambitious,  with  an  ex- 
cellent head  for  business  even  at  thif  ^arly  age,  and 
now  in  company  with  his  father  purchased  a  farm, 
which  he  sold  a  3^ear  later  at  a  fair  profit,  and  then 
removed  to  Onondaga  County,  investing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  his  sale  in  a  tract  of  land  in  that  section. 
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This  in  due  time  he  also  transferred  to  other  parties, 
finding  a  more  desirable  place  in  Wayne  County, 
which  he  purchased  and  retained  possession  of  as 
his  home  until  186G.  Upon  selling  this  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in- 
vesting his  capital  in  manufacturing  and  mer- 
chandising, located  at  Blissfield,  with  the  results 
which  we  have  already  indicated. 

Mr.  Foster  is  remembered  as  a  mjost  estimable 
and  upright  citizen,  one  who,  by  his  shrewdness 
and  foresight,  together  with  his  habits  of  industry 
and  sobriety,  and  the  strong  sentiment  of  moral- 
ity which  pervaded  his  life  and  acts,  secured  him 
an  enviable  position  in  the  community,  both  so- 
cially and  financially,  and  stamped  upon  his  career 
that  most  sought  word— '' success."  His  career 
furnished  a  worthy  example  of  what  a  man  can 
accomplish  through  his  own  resolution  and  his 
strict  observance  of  those  laws  which  should  be 
indelibly  impressed  upon  the  memory  and  hearts  of 
the  youth  of  our  land.  He  provided  well  for  his 
household,  was  prompt  to  meet  his  obligations,  and 
left  behind  him  a  record  of  which  his  descendants 
may  be  justly  proud. 

In  early  manhood  politically  Mr.  F.  had  identified 
himself  with  the  old  Whig  party,  but  upon  its 
abandonment  cordially  endorsed  the  principles  of 
the  Republicans,  with  whom  he  afterward  affiliated, 
and  in  whose  doctrines  he  firmly  believed.  He  held 
various  ofifices  of  trust  in  his  township,  and  repre- 
sented it  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 

/y^  HARLES     BURLESON.     There     came    to 
(l(  Southern    Michigan  over  fifty    years  ago  a 

^^^  young  man  seeking  a  permanent  location, 
,  armed'  with  little  save  his  strong  arms  and  stout 
heart.  With  these  he  proposed  to  battle  with  the 
untried  soil  in  an  undeveloped  country.  He 
pitched  his  tent  in  the  newly  laid-off  township  of 
Macon,  and  taking  up  a  tract  of  Government  land, 
proceeded  to  fell  the  trees,  and  with  an  ox-team  and 
rude  implements  to  prepare  his  land  for  cultivation. 
He  constructed  a  small  cabin  where  he  kept  bach- 
elor's hall  for  a  time,  and  after  he  felt  justified  in 


takifig  the  step,  sought  a  companion  and  helpmeet 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Amy  Arnold,  a  lady  who  had 
emigrated  to  the  Territory  with  her  parents  at  an 
early  day.  This  lady  in  due  time  became  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  Charles  Burleson,  who  was 
born  Sept.  8,  1837,  and  mostly  since  that  time 
has  continued  to  reside  upon  the  homestead  which 
his  father  established  in  the  wilderness.  The  prop- 
erty is  pleasantly  located  on  sections  8  and  17, 
Macon  Township,  and  includes  195  acres  of  some 
of  the  best  land  in  this  county. 

Job  Burleson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  was  reared  to  farming 
pursuits  and  received  a  limited  education.  He 
possessed  all  the  elements  required  by  the  pioneer, 
laboring  to  build  up  a  home  and  secure  a  comfort- 
able living  for  his  family,  and  was  a  man  univer- 
sally respected  wherever  knowai.  He  arrived  in 
Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1882,  and  labored  dili- 
gently and  successfully,  being  permitted  to  see  the 
country  develop  around  him  and  his  children  tak- 
ing their  places  as  useful  members  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  spent  his  last  days  with  his  children, 
passing  away  in  April,  1881,  w^hen  seventy-eight 
years  of  age.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  middle 
life,  when  our  subject  was  a  boy  nine  years  of  age. 
The  parental  household  included  eight  children,  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,  who  after  the  death  of 
their  mother  continued  with  their  father  until  they 
were  married. 

Charles  Burleson  remained  with  his  father  until 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  Dec.  15,  1871.  The  lady  of  his 
choice  was  Miss  Susan  Larzelere,  who  was  born  in 
Manchester  Township,  that  county,  Jan.  15,  1848, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  A.  (Pitcher) 
Larzelere,  natives  of  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  Mr.  L. 
during  his  early  manhood  occupied  himself  as  a 
boatman  on  the  Erie  Canal  some  years,  being  at 
one  time  owner  and  Captain  of  a  craft.  Later  he 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Seneca  Falls, 
and  about  1832,  with  his  small  family,  set  out  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They  made  the  jour- 
ney in  a  sleigh  during  very  cold  weather,  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Washtenaw  County,  where  a 
f ew^  years  later  the  first  Mrs.  Larzelere  passed  aw^ay. 
The  father  was  subsequently  married  to  a  sister  of 
...^.......^ ^ ._,««««...«.«»^ .««.»«_«► 
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his  first  wife,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Burleson  was  the  yonngest 
born  and  is  the  only  one  living.  Mr.  L.  and  his 
wife  died  some  years  ago  at  their  old  home  in 
Manchester  Township. 

Mrs.  Burleson  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
during  her  childhood  and  j^outh,  receiving  excel- 
lent home  training  and  a  fair  education  in  the  pio- 
neer schools.  Of  her  marriage  with  onr  subject 
there  have  been  born  three  children,  George,  Lil- 
burn  and  Benjamin,  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  for  some  time  after  their  marriage 
were  residents  of  Franklin  Township,  but  in  1882 
our  subject  secured  possession  of  a  parfc  of  the 
homestead  which  had  been  rendered  dear  to  him 
by  many  associations.  He  has  effected  good  im- 
provements, keeping  the  buildings  in  repair,  and 
adding  each  year  something  to  the  beauty  and  value 
of  the  property.  He  carries  on  general  farming, 
and  lives  easily  and  comfortably,  enjoying  the  good 
things  of  life.  Politically  he  is  independent,  aim- 
ing to  support  the  men  whom  he  considers  best 
qualified  to  have  in  charge  the  interests  of  the 
people. 

'f^OHN  VELIE  MUNGER,  a  prominent  and 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Hudson  Township,  w^as 
born  at  Stillwater,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
eluly  17,  1829.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Maria  (Velie)  Munger,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  pioneers  of  the  wilds  of 
Michigan,  having  come  to  this  State  when  it  was 
yet  a  Territory,  in  1835. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  26,  1796,  while 
yet  that  part  of  the  State  was  but  sparsely  settled 
and  largely  covered  with  primeval  forests.  When 
he  was  some  four  years  old,  the  family  removed  to 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  they  made  their  home  un- 
til 1835*  at  which  time  his  father  started  for  tlie 
Territory  of  Michigan,  where  he  hoped  to  build  up 
a  new  home  in  the  wilderness.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  eight  children,  including  our  s.u1>- 
ject,  and  came  by  way  of  the  lake  to  Toledo, 
Ohio.  On  arriving  at  the  latter  place,  he  left  his 
family  and  started  on  foot  for  his   future  home  in 


Hillsdale  County.  He  had  visited  the  Bean  Creek 
Valley  the  year  previous,  and  had  entered  some 
Government  land  on  section  36  in  what  is  now 
Pittsford  Township.  On  his  arrival  in  Hillsdnle 
County,  he  procured  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cart, 
and  returning  to  Toledo  for  his  family  and  house- 
hold goods,  brouglit  tliem  to  their  new  liome.  His 
land  at  that  time  was  thickly  covered  l)y  the  for- 
est that  had  grown  and  luxuriated  for  centuries 
undisturbed.  Knowing  that  it  would  take  some 
time  to  clear  enough  of  it  to  raise  a  crop  to  sup- 
port his  family,  he  rented  a  tract  of  improved  land 
on  which  they  lived  for  that  year.  During  this 
time  he  disencumbered  a  portion  of  his  own  place 
of  its  leafy  covering,  and  prepared  the  land  for 
cultivation.  Putting  up  a  log  cabin  in  1836  lie 
therein  installed  his  family,  and  entering  upon  th(^ 
arduous  duties  of  a  frontier  farmer  patiently  (mi- 
dured  the  hardships  and  privations  attendant  on  a 
pioneer  life. 

On  tliis  farm,  which  lie  had  literally  hewn  out  of 
the  forest,  the  father  resided  until  1855,  when  he 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Amboy  Township,  Lee 
Co.,  111.,  where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  prairie 
land  of  the  Government,  and  commenced  to  break 
up  a  new  farm,  but  two  years  later  was  called  upon 
by  the  Angel  of  death  to  ci'oss  the  dark  river.  His 
wife,  who  was  before  marriage  Miss  Maria  Yelie, 
was  also  a  native  of  Stillwater,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  first  drew  the  breath  of  life  on  tlie  25th  of 
May,  1804;  she  died  in  Amboy,  111.,  in  1875. 

John  Y.  Munger,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
but  six  years  old  when  he  came  to  iMichigan  with 
his  parents,  and  is  a  living  witness  of  the  great 
changes  that  have  taken  place  since  his  early  days. 
The  deer,  wolves,  beers  and  wild  turkeys  that  were 
so  plentiful  here  in  his  boyhood,  have  entirely  van- 
ished, and  the  forest  wilderness  has  given  place  to 
beautiful  farms  and  tlirifty  towns  and  villages.  He 
remained  beneath  the  parental  roof,  attending  the 
pioneer  schools  and  assisting  his  father  in  his  agri- 
cultural labors,  until  he  was  some  nineteen  years 
old,  whei:  he  commenced  an  apprenticesliip  to  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  Having  completed 
that  trade,  he  has  followed  it  ever  since,  with  the 
exception  of  about  ten  years,  when  he  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  extension  tables.     In    1855 
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he  removed  to  the  vilhige  of  Hudson,  and  purchas-    | 
ingahoaseon    West  Main  street,  took  up  his  resi-    | 
dence  therein,  and  remained  there  until  1876,  wlien    ; 
he  moved  into  a   fine   brick   mansion   whicli  he  had    i 
just  erected.      He  made  this  latter  house  his   home 
until  February,  1888,  when  lie  commenced  agricult- 
ural pursuits  upon  the    Kenyon  farm,  where  he  is 
now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch   has  been    twice  mar- 
ried. April  21.  1855,  he  entered  into  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Miss  Emily  Allen,  a  n^dive  of  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Robert  Allen, 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.    Her  [)arents  had 
settled    in     Hillsdale   County   in    1855,  locating  in 
Jeffei'son  Township   on   a  farm,  and  sometime  sub- 
sequently  removed    to   Reading   Township,    where 
they  died.      Mrs.  Munger  was  called  away  by  death 
April  25,    1881,  leaving   one   child,  Edith,  now  the 
wife   of   Lewis   Graham,  of    Wheatland    Township. 
The    second   marriage   of   Mr.    Munger  took  place 
May   10,    1882,   at   which   time   he   espoused    Miss 
Louise  M.  Kenyon.   She  is  a  native  of  this  township 
and   county,    having   been  born  on  the  farm  where 
she  now  lives  Eel).  15,  1840,  and  is  a   daughter  of 
Sylvester    and     Eliza     (Goodrich)     Kenyon.     Her 
father   was   one    of  the  earliest  settlers  Of   Hudson 
Township,  having  located  hei'e  in   1834.      He   was 
born  in  Hinesburg,  Vt.,  Dec.  4,  1808,  and  grew  to 
manhood  among  the  green  hills  and  valleys  of  his 
native  State.    May  11,  1834,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with    Miss   Eliza,  a   daughter  of   George  and 
Clamania  (Lee)  Goodrich,  who  was  born  in  AYillis- 
ton,  Yt.,  Feb.    22,    181L     On  the  14th  of  iM ay  fol- 
lowing his  marriage,  Sylvester  Kenyon  started  witli 
his  young  bride   for   the   West,  to   seek  in  the  wil- 
derness a  new  home.     He  came  by  way  of  the  Erie 
Canal  and  the  Lake  to  Detroit,  and  thence  by  team 
to  Tecumseh,  Lenawee  County.    Arrivingat  the  em- 
bryo village,  he  left  his  wife  and  started  on  foot  for 
the   Ikan  Creek  Yalley,  and  found  at  I^anesville, 
now^  Hudson,  but  one  log  cabin,  then  occupied   by 
Beriah    I^ane.     Mr.   Kenyon   purchased  a   tract  of 
land  of  Mr.  liane,  adjoining  the  present  site  of  the 
village,   but  after  paying  for  it,  he  had  but  a  few 
shillings  left  in  his  pocket,  and   therefore  returned 
to  Tecumseh,  and  worked  on  the  territorial  road  to 
earn  money  enough  to  carry  them  through  the  winter. 

^m — ^ — ^ — — — ~ — .™.™™~«-««««-«- 


Before  the  snow  began  to  fly,   Mr.  K.  removed 
to  his  place,  where  he  had  erected  a  log  cabin,  and 
during  the  winter  felled  some   of  the  timber  that 
covered  the  ground.     The  next  season  he  raised  a 
crop   of   corn  and    potatoes    among    the    logs  and 
stumps,   which    he    had   not   yet  time  to    destroy. 
After  l)ringing  his   place  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, he  remained  upon  it  until  his  death,  which 
occurred    March  29,  1879.     Mrs.  Eliza  (Goodrich) 
Kenyon  died  Dec.  24,  1879,  nine  months  after  the 
death  of  her  husband.     They  left  three   children, 
the  eldest,  Mrs.  G .  G.   Williams,  now  a  resident  of 
Yanderbilt,  Otsego  Co.,  Mich.,  but  still  owning  the 
east  half   of   the    Kenyon  homestead;    Mrs.  J.  Y. 
Munger,  of  Hudson,  and  Mr.  Martin  Kenyon,  now 
a  resident  of  IMttsford,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.     Mrs. 
Kenyon   died   on    the    homestead.    Mrs.    Clamania 
Goodrich  was  born  in  Wells,  Yt.,  June  16,  1790,  and 
after  her    marriage    settled   with    her    husband    at 
Williston,   where   they    remained    until    1836.     At 
that  time   they  started   for  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
izan,   by  way  of   Lake   Champlain  to  Troy,  N.   Y., 
and    from   there  by   Erie    Canal  and  the  Lake  to 
Toledo.     From  the  latter  place  they  proceeded   by 
team   to  Pittsford   Township   in  Hillsdale  County, 
where  they  settled  upon  a  farm,  where  her  husband 
died   June   2,   1850.     Mrs.   Goodrich  died  on  the 
old  homestead,  Dec.  13,  1863. 
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t^ALLACE  BRY'^ANT,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Seneca  Township,  came  to  this  section  of 
country  in  the  spring  of  1867,  and  from 
comparatively  little  means  has  made  his  way  up  to 
a  good  position  socially  and  financially,  having  a 
fine  property  and  being  a  man  generally  esteemed 
in  his  community.  His  family  history  in  its  main 
points  is  as  follows: 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Margaret 
rWatscm)  Bryant,  were  natives  respectively  of  En- 
gland  and  Scotland.  John  Bryant  emigrated  to 
America  after  reaching  manhood  and  located  in 
Wheatland  Township,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  his  future  wife,  who  was 
a  airl  of  eleven  years  when  she  crossed  the  Atlantic 
with  her  parents.     The  young  people  were  married     ^ 
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in  Scottsville,  Monroe  County,  where  they  remained 
three  3^ears,  and  then  John  Bryant  having  saved 
enough  money  to  buy  200  acres  of  land  in  Michi- 
gan, made  his  way  to  this  county,  walking  the  whole 
distance  from  Detroit.  Our  subject  has  in  his  pos- 
session the  patent  issued  under  Andrew  Jackson  for 
the  land  which  his  father  took  up  from  the  Govern- 
ment. 

John  Bryant  had  made  his  first  joiu*ney  to  this 
county  alone,  but  in  the  spring  he  sent  for  his  wife, 
in  the  meantime  having  fitted  up  a  house  for  her  re- 
ception. Here  they  lived  and  labored,  rearing  their 
children  and  enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
community.  As  years  passed  by  the  labors  of  the 
pioneers  grew  less  arduous,  and  John  Bryant  and 
his  estimable  wife  had  secured  a  comfortable  home, 
when  the  father  passed  away  in  1856,  at  fifty-five 
years  of  age,  leaving  nine  children,  of  whom  Wal- 
lace was  the  fifth ;  they  all  still  survive.  The  mother 
is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of 
eighty -one. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Lenawee 
County,  Dover  Township,  Dec.  1,  1840,  and  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth  amid  the  quiet  scenes  of 
rural  life,  working  nine  months  in  the  year,  and  at- 
tending school  three  months  in  the  winter.  The 
father  with  his  large  family  had  difficulty  in  making 
both  ends  meet  during  those  early  years,  but  real- 
ized the  advantages  of  education,  and  did  for  his 
children  the  best  in  his  i)ovver  in  this  direction. 
After  his  death  the  farm  was  loft  to  the  mother  and 
her  sons,  and  Wallace^  then  a  youth  of  seventeen 
years,  had  necessarily  assumed  more  than  ordinary 
responsibilities  for  one  of  his  age.  in  1863-64,  he 
was  occupied  several  months  as  an  employe  of  the 
Government,  repairing  railroads  and  bridges.  Upon 
the  completion  of  this  contract  he  worked  by  the 
month  until  1867,  when  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  section  3,  in  Seneca  Township,  which  was 
mostly  in  timber,  eighteen  acres  only  having  been 
cleared  of  the  trees.  Upon  it  were  a  log  house  and 
a  board  stable,  the  latter  large  enough  for  one  team 
only.  Mr.  Bryant  has  a  painting  of  the  old  log 
house  adorning  the  walls  of  his  magnificent  new 
dwelling,  presenting  a  fine  contrast  between  the  past 
and  the  present.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
it   would  take  a  very  large  sum  of  money  to  pur- 
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chase  this  relic  of  other  days.  Mr.  Bryant  next 
purchased  sixty -one  acres  of  land  on  section  3,  ad- 
joining the  first.  His  residence  embraces  in  the 
main  part  an  area  of  24x32  feet,  with  a  wing  18x23 
feet.  It  is  a  frame  structure,  and  in  point  of  archi- 
tectural beauty  is  not  excelled  by  anything  in  that 
locality.  The  barns  and  out-buildings  are  also  a 
credit  to  the  proprietor. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Caroline 
E.  Tuttle  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Seneca  Township  on  the  25th  of  December,  1866. 
Mrs.  Bryant  is  the  daughter  of  Oramon  and  Sally 
A.  (Spencer)  Tuttle,  natives  respectively  of  New 
York  and  Connecticut.  They  were  married  in  the 
Empire  State,  whence  they  removed  Jn  1855  to 
Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  and  the  year  following 
camo  to  this  county,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
Mr.  Tuttle  is  now  sixty-four  years  of  age,  and 
his  wife  sixty-two.  Their  family  consisted  of  twelve 
children,  ten  of  whom  are  living,  and  residents  of 
Lenawee  County.  Of  these  Mrs.  Bryant,  the  third 
in  order  of  birth,  first  opened  her  eyes  to  the  light 
Dec.  22,  1847,  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
eight  years  old  when  her  parents  came  to  this 
county.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Ernest  J., 
a  bright  lad  of  fifteen  years,  attending  school  in  his 
district. 

Mr.  Bryant  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  so- 
cially is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be-^ 
longing  to  Lodge  125,  at  Fairfield.  He  meddles 
very  little  with  public  affairs,  and  is  quite  willing  to 
leave  the  offices  to  the  office-seekers. 


#"# 
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^^EORGE  W.  CLARK,  at  the  age  of  three- 
l(  ^  score  and  ten  has  retired  from  the  active 
^^^9)  duties  of  life,  and  is  spending  his  declining 
years  at  Ridge waj^,  where  he  has  lived  since  1861. 
He  was  long  a  leading  citizen  and  business  man  of 
Ridgeway,  and  has  been  intimately  connected  with 
its  progress  and  prosperity. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Groton,  Tompkins  Co., 
N.  Y.,  April  24,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Eliphalet 
Clark,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  a  scythe- 
maker  and  general  blacksmith  by  occupation.  The 
father  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  home,  where 
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he  chose  for  his  wife  Margaret  p:icl ridge,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  came  of  similar  par- 
entage, namely,  that  of  old  York  State.  Eliphalet 
Clark  came  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Michigan, 
via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie,  in  the  spring  of 
1829,  and  settled  in  Tecumseh.  Two  years  later 
he  removed  to  Monroe  County  and  located  in 
Raisinville,  where  he  began  work  as  a  farmer,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  died  at  a  good  old  age,  his  wife 
having  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  land  several 
years.  They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  the  father  was  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  State 
Constitutional  Convention,  held  at  Detroit.  In 
politics  he  belonged  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
held  several  local  offices,  among  them  that  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  sixteen  years  and  Supervisor 
of  the  township.  He  was  popular  and  highly  re- 
spected for  his  many  excellent  qualities. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  attaining  his  majority,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  the  township.  He 
was  a  practical  man,  blessed  with  good  common 
sense,  an  active  mind  and  a  vigorous  body.  Mr. 
Clark  was  first  married  to  Charlotte  Younglove, 
who  died  after  bearing  him  a  son,  George,  who 
now  resides  in  Dakota.  He  was  a  second  time 
united  in  marriage,  in  February,  1844,  in  Raisin- 
ville, Monroe  County,  with  Miss  Harriet  Barnaby, 
a  native  of  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  and  born  near 
Ithaca,  July  16,  1823.  Her  childhood  was  spent  in 
her  native  county,  but  at  sixteen  years  of  age  she 
came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Raisinville,  where  they  both  died ;  the  father,  Am- 
brose Barnaby,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  and 
the  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Salome  Tay- 
lor, at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  They  were  people  of 
unblemished  reputation,  and  were  industrious  and 
energetic  farmers. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  remained  in  the  parental 
home  until  her  marriage,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  six  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased. 
Charles  married  Mary  Kliblinger,  and  lives  at  Elk- 
hart, Ind.,  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business; 
Willis  married  Clara  Wilberham,  and  is  the  rail- 
way station  agent  at  Britton;  Ambrose  married 
Sarah   Helm,   and    is    connected    with  his    brother 


in  the  shoe  trade  at  Elkhart;  Clara  became  the  wife 
of  Gilbert  Waring,  who  is  now  deceased ;  she  was 
subsequently  married  to  Robert  Hauseman,  who  is 
a  farmer  in.  Ridge  way  Township.  Hattie  married 
J.  R.  Miller,  a  school  teacher,  who  is  now  living  in 
Colorado  and  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business. 
•  After  his  marriage  our  subject  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  farming  in  Raisinville  Township,  after 
which  he  came  to  Ridgeway  and  purchased  an  in- 
terest in  a  store  with  his  brother,  under  the  firm  name 
of  G.  W.  Clark  &  Bro.  Later  the  firm  became  G.  W. 
Clark  &  Son,  and  was  thereafter  operated  as  a  gen- 
eral store  until  the  spring  of  1887.  Mr.  Clark  hag 
been  actively  identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  Ridgeway  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  and  has 
l)rospered  in  his  undertakings.  He  now  owns  a 
good  residence  and  store  building  in  the  town,  and 
is  able  to  spend  in  ease  his  declining  years.  In 
politics  Mr.  Clark  is  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 


E 


^  ZRA  F.  BLOOD,  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812, 
and  a  pioneer  of  Michigan  of  1824,  was 
7  born  in  Deering,  Hillsboro  Co.,  N.  H.,  Oct 
28,  1798,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in 
Tecumseh  Township,  Feb.  18,  1887.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  left  the  Old  Granite  State  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Brow^nville,  Jefferson  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  engaged  with  Asa  Whitney  in  a  nail 
factor}^  and  remained  five  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1824,  Mr.  Blood,  with  a  party  of  fourteen  men, 
started  from  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan,  several  of  them  accompanied  by 
their  wives  and  children,  and  they  chartered  a  sail- 
ing-vessel, the  ''Red  Jacket,"  at  Buffalo,  for  the 
transportation  of  the  party  to  Detroit.  Here  the 
women  and  chddren  were  left  with  the  goods,  and 
the  fourteen  men  started  on  foot  for  Lenawee 
County,  arriving  within  the  limits  of  Tecumseh 
Township  on  the  21st  of  May,  and  staying  that 
night  in  a  house  upon  the  land  now  occupied  by 
the  village.  The  party  selected  their  claims  that 
same  day,  and  the  next  morning,  after  eating  up 
all  their  provisions,  started  for  the  town  of  Monroe 
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to  make  their  entries.  Mr.  Blood  took  up  a  quarter 
section  about  one  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of 
the  now  flourishing  town  of  Tecumseh,  and  here, 
for  a  period  of  over  fifty  years,  made  his  abiding- 
place,  and  by  an  honest  and  upright  course  in  life, 
secured  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people 
around  him.  He  was  for  many  j'^ears  before  his 
decease  the  oldest  resident  farmer  of  Lenawee 
County.  He  lived  to  see  a  rich  and  fertile  country 
develop  from  the  wilderness,  and  lent  a  helping- 
hand  to  every  enterprise  calculated  for  the  good  of 
his  community. 

Mr.  Blood,  soon  after  locating  his  land,  put  up  a 
small  log  house,  which  continued  his  residence  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  kept  bachelor's  hall  un- 
til the  beginning  of  1830,  and  on  eJanuary  12  of 
that  3^ear,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alzina  Blackmar,  a  lady  of  excellent  education  and 
intelligence,  who  had  for  some  time  been  engaged 
in  teaching  at  Tecumseh.  She  was  the  first  lady 
who  ever  taught  a  public  school  in  Lenawee'County, 
beginning  her  labors  on  the  2d  of  June,  1829. 

The  young  people  began  life  together  in  the 
primitive  dwelling  erected  by  Mr.  Blood,  not  far 
from  the  banks  of  the  River  Raisin,  and  worked  to- 
gether in  their  efforts  to  build  up  a  homestead  and 
provide  for  the  wants  of  their  family.  They  be- 
came th(^  parents  of  five  children,  four  of  whom 
survived  their  fatlier.  During  those  earlj^  days 
they  suffered  all  the  liardships  and  privations  inci- 
dent to  the  times,  and  had  their  share  of  pleasure 
as  well  as  their  anxieties.  While  the  woods  were 
still  around  their  humble  dwelling  they  were  fre- 
quently obliged  to  build  a  "smudge"  under  the 
table  to  drive  away  the  mosquitos.  They  practiced 
economy  in  connection  with  their  church-going, 
walking  to  meeting  barefoot  to  save  their  shoes 
and  stockings,  and  halting  when  in  sight  of  the 
temple  of  worship  to  put  them  on  before  going  in. 
Funerals  were  frequently  attended  with  ox-teams, 
but  the  people  were  upon  a  common  footing,  each 
striving  to  assist  the  other,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
there  was  a  larger  measure  of  content  among  them 
than  it  would  be  possible  to  find  in  these  later  days. 

Mr.  Blood  was  liberal-minded  and  public-spirited, 
and  was  foremost  'in  encouraging  the  enterprises 
which  would   develop  the  resources  of  the  country 
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and  serve  to  enlighten  the  people.  He  assisted  in 
the  erection  of  every  public  building  and  every 
higliway  bridge  in  the  township,  and  there  were 
few  matters  of  importance  in  which  his  views  were 
not  consulted.  He  merited  in  all  respects  the 
plaudit  of  ''Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant," 
and  his  death  was  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  the 
best  people  of  the  county,  who  duly  recognized  his 
services  in  the  days  gone  by. 

Mrs.  Alzina  Blood  is  still  living  at  the  old  home- 
stead, and  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  in- 
telligent old  ladies  of  Tecumseh  Township.  She 
recills  with  melancholy  pleasure  the  events  of  her 
early  married  life,  and  declares  that  she  would  go 
through  the  same  experiences  if  it  w^re  necessary, 
for  she  and  her  husband  always  felt  that  their 
labors  had  by  no  means  been  in  vain.  Mrs.  B.  was 
born  in  Wales,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  25,  1810,  and 
came  to  this  county  with  her  father  in  the  spring  of 
1821).  The  latter,  Charles  Blackmar  by  name, 
located  in  Cambridge  Township,  where  he  improved 
a  good  farm  and  where  his  death  took  place  about 
1885.  He  had  married  in  early  manhood,  Miss 
Eleanor  Rice,  who  passed  away  twenty-five  years 
after  the  decease  of  her  husband. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blood  became  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Mary  Jane,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy; 
Mary  A.  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Talman,  a 
farmer  of  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.  ; 
Charles  -H.  continues  on  the  old  homestead  with 
his  mother;  William  A.,  during  the  late  war,  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army,  was  captured  by  the  i-ebels, 
and,  after  suffering  all  the  pangs  of  starvation,  died 
in  Audersonville  Prison;  Leroy  C.  married  Miss. 
Fanny  Conkling  and  is  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  while* 
Orville  O.  remains  on  the  home  farm. 


^  ALVIN  C.  COLWELL,a  farmer  residing  on 
'  section  21,  Hudson  Township,  owns  one    of 
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the  first  settled  farms  between  Hudson  and 
Dover.  It  was  formerly  owned  by  his  uncle,  John 
C.  Colwell,  an  honored  pioneer  of  Lenawee  County, 
now  deceased.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
in  Seneca  Castle,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  15,  1830. 
His  father,  Daniel   Colwell,   was  born   in    the  SM.me 
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town  ill  1804,  and  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Thank- 
ful (Riyne)  Colwell  (for  whose  history  see  sketeh 
of  O.  S.  Colwell.) 

The  father   of    oar  subject   was   reared    on    his 
father's  farm  in  his  native  county,  and  there  mar- 
ried Cynthia  Sanderson,  wlio  was  born  near  Seneca 
Castle,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon    Sanderson. 
lie  was  a  blacksmith,  and  it  is  said,  did  good  serv- 
ice    in  that   line  during  the   Revolution,    using  a 
portable  forge   while   in  the  army.      He  spent   his 
last  years  in  Barre  County,  N.  Y.     Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Colwell  moved  to   Orleans   County   in    1834,    and 
bought  a  farm   in  the  town  of  Barre,    which   they 
sold  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,   and    started 
with  their  family  for  Michigan  Territory.     They 
proceeded  with  a  team  to  the  nearest  point  on  Erie 
Canal,  and  embarked  on  that  for  Buffalo,  then  took 
the  steamer   ^-City  of  Sandusky"  for  Toledo.    Soon 
after  starting,  a  severe  storm  was  encountered,  and 
the    steamer    was    disabled;  the     passengers    were, 
however,   transferred  to  the  steamer  -'Erie,"    and 
proceeded  on  their  way   in  safety.     From   Toledo 
they  came  with  a  team  through  the  famous  Cotton- 
wood Swamp  to  Lenawee  County,  and  Mr.  Colwell 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in   Rome    Township, 
paying  therefor  $100.     He  built  a  log   house,  and 
immediately  commenced  to  clear  a   farm,  but   one 
and  one-half  years  later  he  sold  that  for  $500,  and  re- 
moved to  Hillsdale   County,  where    he    bought  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  Wheatland  Township.     There 
his  useful  career  terminated  in   the  very   prime   of 
life,  just  as  he  had  begun  to  look  forward  to  certain 
success,  his  death  occurring  in  1840,  at   the  age    of 
thirty-six.     A  man  of  such    enterprise  and    force 
was  an  important  factor  in  developing    the   town- 
ship, and  by   his  early  death  the  commnnity  lost   a 
good   citizen.     After    her    husband's    decease   the 
mother  of  our  subject  married  a   second  time,  and 
spent  her  last  days  in  Hillsdale  County. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  in  his  seventh 
year  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
and  was  ten  years  old  when  his  father's  death  oc- 
curred. He  lived  with  his  mother  and  step- 
father until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age;  as  soon  as 
he  was  large  enough,  he  assisted  in  the  farm  work, 
and  among  the  recollections  of  his  boyhood  is  his 
havino- to  searcli  for  the  cows,  which  then  wandered 


at  large,  and  sometimes  straying  away,  did  not  re- 
turn at  night.  Sometimes  the  search  would  be  pro- 
longed until  after  dark,  and  he  would  hear  the 
wolves  howling  around  him,  and  other  terrifying 
noises  would  break  the  silence  of  those  vast  forests. 
He  was  an  active,  vigorous  lad,  and  his  chief  boyish 
l)leasure  was  hunting  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other 
game.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  pioneer 
schools  of  that  day,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age, 
he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle  John,  and  soon  after 
commenced  the  management  of  the  farm.  His  nncle 
died  April  oO,  1 800,  aged  lifty-seven  years;  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  and  his  death  was  de- 
plored by  all  in  a  community  in  which  he  had  lived 
respected.  His  widow  continued  to  live  for  many 
years  on  the  farm  which  she  had  assisted  him  in  re- 
claiming from  the  wilderness,  dying  in  December, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  our  sul)- 
ject  immediately  enlisted,  and  was  among  the  first 
to  go  forth  in  the  defense  of  our  country.  He  Avas 
a  member  of  Company  C,  Berdan's  Sharpshooters, 
and  served  nntil  1864,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment. 
He  participated  in  the  battles  of  the  Peninsular 
campaign  and  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  after  which 
he  was  detailed  to  do  duty  with  the  relief  corps. 
He  was  present  at  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  many  minor  en- 
o;a«:ements. 

December  5,  18G7,  Mr.  Colwell  was  married  to 
Miss  Maggie  Yandemark,  vvho  was  born  in  elunius, 
Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Lucina  (Yan  Akin)  A'andemark.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  while  her  grand- 
father, Joseph  Yandemark,  was  born  in  Pike  County, 
Pa.,  and  was  an  early  settler  in  Phelps,  where  he 
improved  a  farm,  and  afterward  died.  The  father 
of  Mrs.  Colwell  married  the  only  daughter  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Westfall)  A^an  Akin  (see  sketeh  of 
W.  H.  H.  Yan  Akin),  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Junius,  where  he  bought  quite  a  tract  of  land,  and 
was  extensively  engaged  in  farming.  He  also  kept 
a  hotel  for  a  number  of  years,  and  finally  died  there. 
Our  subject  now  owns  the  farm  which  he  at  one  time 
managed  for  his  uncle.  It  is  very  finely  located, 
and  its  fertile  soil  well  repays  his  careful   attention 
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by  jaelding  him  abmidant  harvests.  He  has  ample 
buildings,  and  all  the  necessarj^  implements  for  the 
successful  cultivation  of  the  land. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell  have  been  born  two 
children — Criff  and  Maud  A.  Mr.  Colwell  is  a 
member  of  De  Goljer  Post,  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a 
faithful  and  honored  citizen,  acting  well  his  i)art  in 
all  the  varied  relations  of  life. 
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UCIUS  HLLP:Y.  The  subject  of  the  fol- 
lowing biography,  during  a  long  and  useful 
life,  has  proved  a  fine  illustration  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  integrity,  perseverance 
and  resolution.  He  started  out  in  life  when  a 
youth  of  seventeen,  and  gradually  worked  his  way 
up  until  he  became  the  conservator  of  important 
interests.  He  dates  his  residence  in  this  county 
from  September,  1855,  and  has  since  been  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Tecumseh,  largely 
identified  with  its  various  interests,  and  prominent 
in  the  building  up  of  the  town  and  bringing  into 
existence  some  of  its  most  noteworthy  institutions, 
among  which  is  the  National  Bank  of  Tecumseh. 
Mr.  Lilley,  a  native  of  Homer,  Cortland  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  was  born  Feb.  21,  182o,  at  the  country  home  of 
his  father,  Zenas  Lilley,  who  had  emigrated  from 
his  native  State  of  Massachusetts  to  New  York  in 
the  pioneer  days.  He  took  up  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  he  occupied  nine  years,  and  then 
went  into  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  proceeded  as 
before,  clearing  a  new  farm,  and  bringing  about  val- 
uable improvements.  Lucius  remained  with  his 
father  until  1840,  going  first  to  Akron,  and  siibse- 
quentl}^  to  Cleveland.  In  the  spring  of  1844  he 
became  clerk  for  P.  M.  Weddel  &  Co.,  well  known 
throughout  that  city,  where  he  remained  until  May, 
1847.  He  had  commenced  as  the  youngest  clerk 
in  the  store,  and  graduall}^  worked  his  way  upward 
until  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Weddel,  in 
1847,  young  Lille\^  had  been  head  clerk  two  years. 
He  assisted  in  closing  up  the  vast  estate  of  his  old 
employer,  and  the  following  year  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  Weddel  House,  then  the  finest  hotel 
in  the  West.     He  continued  the  oversight  of  this 


property  until  1850,  then  sold  out  and  was  ap- 
pointed as  the  Cleveland  agent  of  the  Michigan 
Southern  &  Northern  Indiana  line  of  steamers.  In 
the  fall  of  1853  he  was  engaged  in  the  office  of  the 
general  ticket  agent  of  the  company  at  Buffalo,  and 
subsequently  came  to  Adrian  to  take  the  same  office 
here. 

Mr.  Lilley,  in  September,  1855,  accepted  the  po- 
sition of  Teller  in  the  old  Tecumseh  Bank,  with 
which  he  remained  until  the  institution  wound  up 
its  affairs,  in  1860,  when  he  organized  the  savings 
bank  of  P.  Bills  &  Co.,  Mr.  Bills  being  the  Presi- 
dent and  Mr.  Lilley  the  Cashier.  In  18G5,  Mr. 
Lilley  organized  the  National  Bank  of  Tecumseh, 
and  held  the  position  of  Cashier,  managing  its  af-  ^ 
fairs  successfully  until  it  went  into  liquidation,  in 
the  spring  of  1874.  He  afterward  organized  the 
bank  of  Bills,  Lilley  &  Co.,  of  which  he  was  Cashier 
and  manager  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Bills  in  1880, 
when  he  organized  the  present  bank  of  Lilley,  Bid- 
well  &  Co.,  of  which  he  is  President  and  manager. 

Mr.  Lilley  while  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
on  the  18th  of  July,  1848,  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  McEachron,  wiio  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia, 
Feb.  5,  1829,  and  came  to  Cleveland  with  her 
mother  in  1835.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestr}^ 
possessing  all  the  substantial  and  reliable  traits  of 
that  nationality.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
two  children — J.  Ray  nor  and  Julia  G.  J.  Ray  nor  was 
born  at  Adrian,  Sept.  3, 1854,  and  was  subsequently 
connected  with  the  great  scale  house  of  Fairbanks 
&  Co.,  in  New  York  City;  he  married  Miss  Jean- 
ine,  daughter  of  Judge  Daniels,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Ray  nor  is  now^  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Paper 
Company,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Julia  G.  was  born 
in  Tecumseh,  Sept.  3,  1856,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Lester  P.  Tribou,  Cashier  of  Lilley,  Bid  well  &  Co.'s 
bank,  in  which  he  is  also  a  partner. 


ff^  TEPHEN  P.  BAILEY.     The    good   deeds 

^^^^    of  men  live  after  them,   and  the   traits   of 

(u/jj)    good  men  are  held  up  before  the  minds   of 

the  living  after  the  dead  are  laid   away   to 

rest,  thus  keeping  their  memory  green.    Whatever  of 

good  a  man  may  jiccomplish  in  lifci,  should   be    re- 
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corded,  in  order  that  those  who  follow  after  may 
profit  by  his  example.  In  this  age  shafts  and  stat- 
ues are  reared  where  they  may  attract  the  eye,  and 
cause  to  be  recalled  to  memory  the  names  and  the 
deeds  of  the  deceased,  and  yet  the  most  appropriate 
manner  of  preserving  the  acts  of  a  man's Mfe  is  sim- 
ply to  record  in  modest  language  the  events  with 
which  he  was  connected  while  living.  For  that  pur- 
pose this  page,  as  well  as  the  adjoining,  on  which  is 
presented  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Bailey,  is  dedicated  to 
a  good  man,  an  honorable  citizen,  and  an  affection- 
ate husband  and  father. 

Stephen  P.  Bailey  w^as  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  Nov.  30,  1816,  and  was  the  son  of  Samuel 
and  Joanna  Bailey,  who  came  to  Lenawee  County 
in  1836;  the  father  died  in  Chicago,  111,  and  the 
mother  in  New  York.  They  had  three  children,  of 
whom  Mr.  Bailey  w^as  the  eldest.  Oliver  lives  in 
Nebraska,  and  Jane  in  this  county.  Our  subject 
was  about  twenty  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Lenawee  County,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1886.  Mr.  Bailey  was  married  in  Monroe, 
Mich.,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1862,  to  Martha  Al- 
bain,  who  was  born  in  that  place  on  the  25th  of 
August,  1838.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Ann  J. 
(Kellogg)  Albain,  natives  of  Canada  and  Ireland 
respectively.  The  father  came  to  Monroe  County, 
Mich.,  when  he  was  a  small  boy,  and  after  living 
there  all  his  life,  was  buried  in  that  county;  the 
mother  still  survives.  They  had  six  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Bailey  was  the  eldest. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  were  born  twelve  chil- 
dren, eleven  of  whom  are  living — John,  Joanna, 
Stephen,  Samuel,  Ira,  Asa,  Ada,  Oliver,  Martha  J., 
Clarence,  George  and  Martha; one  child,  Martha  J., 
died  in  infancy.  Joanna  is  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Church,  and  resides  at  «Tackson,  Mich.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Bailey  has  assumed 
active  management  of  the  farm,  which  consists  of 
180  acres,  being  the  original  tract  of  land  entered 
from  the  Government  by  the  deceased,  upon  which 
he  erected  good  buildings  and  made  extensive  im- 
provements. When  Mr.  Bailey  came  to  Michigan 
fifty  years  ago,  it  was  an  undeveloped  country,  and 
during  his  residence  here  he  endured  all  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  which  fell  to  the    lot   of   the 


original  pioneers.  He,  however,  was  enterprising 
and  industrious,  and  did  his  part  in  the  work  of 
making  a  prominent  agricultural  State  of  Michigan, 
while  he  has  left  behind  him  a  family  of  children 
who  constitute  some  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  sec- 
tions of  country  in  which  they  live.  Highly  ^es- 
teemed and  respected  in  life,  he  is  sincerely  mourned 
in  death.  His  wife,  who  survives  him,  is  a  lady 
who  has  been  canonized  in  the  hearts  of  her  neigh- 
bors for  many  years.  When  the  responsibility  of 
a  large  family  and  an  extensive  estate  passed  to 
her  hands,  she  assumed  them  with  that  courage 
which  characterizes  the  pioneer  women  of  the 
West.  In  her  bereavement  she  has  the  sympathy 
and  condolence  of  her  many  friends. 


— ^ 


LIVER  S.  COL  WELL  is  a  respected  pioneer 
of  1841,  who  owns  and  manages  a  valuable 
farm  in  Hudson  Township.  He  was  born 
June  13,  1820,  his  birthplace  being  one  mile  from 
Seneca  Castle,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  is  of  New 
England  ancestry,  both  his  grandfather  and  his  fa- 
ther, each  of  whom  bore  the  name  of  Daniel,  being 
born  in  Rhode  Island.  His  grandfather  was  a  pio- 
neer of  Sempronius,  N.  Y.,  and  there  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-five  years.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mercy  Hopkins,  spent  her  entire 
life,  it  is  supposed,  in  Rhode  Island,  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  young  man  when  he  went  with 
his  father  to  New  York  to  live,  and  he  married  in 
Richfield,  Otsego  County,  Miss  Thankful  Payne. 
She  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  at  the  age  of 
ten  years  accompanied,  her  parents  to  New  York 
State,  where  they  afterward  made  their  home. 

In  the  year  1801  Daniel  Colwell  started  for  the 
West  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  the  journey 
being  performed  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  oxen.  They 
located  in  Ontario  County,  100  miles  distant  from 
their  former  home  in  the  same  State.  That  part  of 
New  York  was  then  on  the  frontier,  there  being  but 
few  settlements  farther  west,  and  it  was  at  that 
time  as  much  of  an  undertaking  to  get  there  as  it  is 
to-day  to  cross  the  continent,  and  doubtless  it 
seemed  farther  away.     The  tract  of  laud   that  Mr. 
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Col  well  took  up  was  in  tlie  midst  of  a  dense  forest 
wliere  wild  animals,  such  as  deer,  bears  and  wolves 
a])ounded.  lie  built  a  log  house,  in  which  the  family 
resided  for  a  few  years,  and  he  then  traded  his  land 
for  another  tract,  one-half  mile  distant,  and  one 
mile  from  the  present  site  of  Seneca  Castle.  He 
was  just  getting  well  started  in  life  when  death 
came,  and  at  the  age  of  forty-five  he  closed  his 
earthly  career.  The  mother  of  our  subject  after- 
ward married  Nathan  Whitney,  and  after  his  death 
she  lived  with  her  son  William  in  Seneca  Castle, 
and  there  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-live. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  twelve  children, 
and  resided  with  his  motlier  and  stei)father  until 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  Then  the  latter 
died,  and  our  subject  went  to  work  on  a  farm  at  |8 
a  month.  When  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age  he 
was  employed  in  a  factory  to  dress  clotli.  In  June, 
1841,  he  visited  Michigan  and  purchased  some  land 
in  Hudson  Township.  He  afterward  returned  to 
New  York,  and  was  married  on  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1841,  to  Miss  Sybil  Whitnej^  who  was  born  in 
Seneca  Castle,  Sept.  15,  1821.  Her  paternal  great- 
grandfather, a  native  of  Conway,  Franklin  Co., 
Mass.,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y".,  which  was  then  on  the  western 
frontier.  He  located  there  soon  rafter  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  clearing  a  farm  from  the  forest 
closed  his  life  there.  His  son  Joel,  Mrs.  Colwell's 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Conway,  Mass.,  and  it  is 
thought  that  he  had  grown  to  be  a  young  man  when 
his  parents  removed  to  New  York.  He  improved  a 
farm  in  Seneca  Township,  Ontario  County,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  son  Joel, 
father  of  Mrs.  Col  well,  was  born  in  that  township 
and  went  from  there  to  take  part  in  the  War  of 
1812.  He  inherited  a  part  of  his  father's  farm,  and 
that  was  his  home  during  his  entire  life.  He  mar- 
ried Esther  Belding,  a  native  of  that  county,  and  a, 
daughter  of  Consider  Belding,  a  pioneer. 

A  few  weeks  after  marriage  Oliver  S.  and  Sybil 
Colvvell  started  for  Michigan  to  locate  on  the  land 
which  he  had  previously  booglit.  They  traveled 
by  way  of  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  crossed  Lake 
Erie  to  Monroe  on  a  steamer,  thence  by  rail  to 
Adrian,  the  western  terminus  of  the  railway,  where 
.Mr.  Colwell  hired  a   man   to  convey  them   to  his 
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brother  John's  at  Hudson.  They  found  him  living 
in  a  log  cabin  to  which  they  received  a  cordial 
welcome.  Our  subject's  land  was  heavily  timbered 
and  there  were  no  buildings  on  it,  so  his  brother 
hospitably  shared  with  the  young  couple  his  hum- 
ble abode  for  a  3^ear.  In  the  meantime  he  cleared 
some  of  his  land  and  erected  a  log  house,  into  which 
he  and  his  wife  removed,  and  lived  until  1851). 
Then  he  built  a  more  comfortable  frame  house, 
which  tliey  now  occupy,  and  he  also  has  a  good  set 
of  frame  buildings  for  farming  purposes.  He  has 
seventy  acres  of  land  well  cleared,  drained  and 
very  productive,  and  he  has  besides  thii'ty  acres  of 
valuable  timbered  land.  Wlien  he  first  moved  here 
Rollin  and  Medina  were  the  nearest  miliing  points 
for  some  time,  and  he  did  his  farm  work,  milling 
and  marketing  with  oxen  for  a  number  of  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell  have  been  born  four 
children,  namely:  William  Gr.,  Mattie,  Libbie  M. 
and  a  son  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed.  William 
did  good  service  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of 
Berdan's  Sharpshooters,  enlisting  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  serving  nearly  two  years.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  after 
that  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability;  he 
now  lives  m  Lawrence,  Kan.  Libbie  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  E.  Root,  and  lives  in  Flint,  Mich.,  while 
Mattie  married  J.  J.  Wood,  and  died  at  their  home 
in  Hudson  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell  are  held  in  the  highest 
consideration  as  reliable  and  worthy  people.  They 
are  attendants  at  the  Congregational  Church.  In 
politics  Mr.  Colwell  firmly  upholds  the  interests  of 
the  Democratic  party. 


ABEZ  BRIGGS,  of  Woodstock  Township, 
over  whom  the  snows  of  seventy  winters 
have  passed,  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  28,  1817,  and  came  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  with  his  father's  family  in  the 
spring  of  1834.  His  father,  John  Briggs,  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  I,  1785,  and 
thence,  when  a  young  man,  moved  to  Cayuga 
Countj^  where  he  lived  until  1834,  then  deter- 
mined to  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  this 
region.    He  first  located  in  Hillsdale  County,  taking 
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lip  120  acres  of  Government  land,  and  lived  there 
eight  years,  but  in  1842  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Woodstock  Township,  this  connt3^  which  is  now 
occupied  by  his  son  Smith.  John  Briggs  retired 
from  active  labor  some  years  before  his  death, 
and  spent  his  last  days  among  his  chiklren,  dying 
at  the  home  of  his  son  Jabez,  Oct.  G,  1875,  lacking 
a  few  months  of  being  ninety  years  old.  The 
mother  had  died  in  this  township  at  the  age  of 
about  tifty.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  the  grandfathers  were  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Jabez  Briggs  early  in  life  was  trained  to  habits 
of  industry,  and  made  himself  of  use  around  the 
pioneer  homestead.  The  straits  and  hardships  to 
which  the  settlers  were  subjected,  is  the  common 
story  of  all,  and  their  deeds  of  bravery  and  self- 
sacrifice  will  many  of  them  remain  uiu'ecorded.  In 
young  Briggs  w\as  developed  the  res  jlute  character 
which  has  served  him  so  well  in  life,  and  he  was 
early  encouraged  to  begin  to  '' paddle  his  own 
canoe."  He  received  a  good  education,  finishing 
his  studies  in  Fredonia,  and  when  eighteen  years 
old,  engaged  to  drive  a  stage  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago.  Part  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  ofhce, 
and  was  in  this  and  similar  business  for  a  period  of 
eleven  years. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  married  after  his  arrival  in  this 
county,  May  2C),  1839,  to  Miss  Emeline  A.  Drake, 
of  New  York  State,  where  she  was  born  in  Genesee 
County,  July  12,  1822.  Her  parents  were  Simon 
and  Clarissa  (Simmons)  Drake,  of  Connecticut,  the 
former  a  farmer  by  occupation.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  1834,  and  Mr.  Drake  took  up  about 
400  acres  of  Government  land  in  Hillsdale  County. 
He  therewith  his  estimable  wife,  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty  years, 
while  the  mother  lived  to  be  sixty-six.  Mrs. 
Briggs  is  one  of  eight  children,  of  whom  five  are 
still  living  and  residents  mostly  of  the  West.  The 
Drake  family  come  of  good  stock,  and  are  well-to- 
do  and  desirable  members  of  the  community. 

Mr.   and  Mrs.   Briggs  are  the  parents  of  eleven 

children,    recorded    as    follows:    Augusta    A.    was 

born  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  July  4,  1840,  and 

is  the  wife  of  J.  Adams,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  they 

f     have  two  children.    Emeline   and   E valine  (twins), 
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were  born  Jan.  7,  18  12.  and  died  when  two  da3'S 
old;  Albert  D.  and  Adelaide  (twins)  were  born 
Jan.  14,  1843;  Albert  married  Miss  Liveria  Reed, 
and  is  farming  in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  where 
they  have  five  children;  Adelaide  died  Sept.  2, 
1843;  Clarissa  A.  was  born  Dec,  21,  1844,  ^nd 
died  Aug.  10,  1846;  Clarissa  A.  (2d)  was  born 
April  3,  1847,  and  died  Sept.  IG,  1849;  John  R. 
was  born  May  IG,  1849,  and  died  March  24,  1851  ; 
Cecelia  P.  was  born  Sept.  9,  1851,  and  died  April 
G,  1873;  she  liad  been  married  to  G.  C.  Windle, 
who  is  now  living  in  Woodstock.  John  S.  was 
born  Nov.  G,  1853,  and  married  Miss  Belle  Swart- 
out;  he  is  engaged  as  clerk  in  Hudson;  Frank  J. 
was  born  Jan.  13,  1856,  and  married  Miss  Ada 
Nicholls,  who  was  born  June  2,  1861 ;  they  live  on 
the  homestead. 

After  Mr.  Briggs  abandoned  stage-driving,  he 
returned  to  his  father's  farm  where  he  worked  for 
a  time,  then  made  his  way  to  Jonesville,  Mich., 
and  was  there  engaged  as  a  hotel  clerk.  Thence 
in  1858  he  repaired  to  Somerset,  and  ofldciated  as 
''mine  host"  until  1861.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Woodstock  Township, 
which  he  occupied  seventeen  years,  and  upon  dis- 
posing of  this  property,  secured  possession  of  his 
present  homestead.  Here  as  elsewhere,  he  has 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people, 
and  has  seldom  been  without  some  office  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  He  is  public-spirited  and  liberal, 
and  has  been  concerned  in  the  building  up  of 
schools  and  churches.  He  votes  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  has  worked  faithfully  for  his 
party ;  he  has  been  Township  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  School  Director,  and 
prominent  in  the  councils  of  his  townsmen  in  the 
matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare.  Few 
men  are  more  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Woodstock  Township  than  Jabez  Briggs. 
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JRDSEY  J.  BIDWELL.  The  materials  com- 
posing an  edifice,  the  stone,  the  brick,  and 
the  timber,  must  be  sound  and  without  flaw, 
or  the  structure  will  quickly  indicate  the 
imperfection.  So  in  a  community  if  a  portion  are 
indolent,  improvident,  and  are  not  spurred  on  by 
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noble  ambitions,  the  effect  will  in  due  time  become 
apparent  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  whole.  Tlie 
man  who,  like  the  block  of  masonry  or  the  solid 
beam  of  oak,  has  stood  the  test  of  years  alongside 
of  others  of  his  kind,  deserves  more  than  mere 
mention  in  referring  to  his  community,  and  such  a 
man  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Bidw^ell  has  been  one  of  Tecumseh's  most 
active  business  men.  He  at  one  time  carried  on 
general  merchandising  in  connection  with  a  tannery 
and  the  manufacturing  of  leather,  and  purchased 
hides,  wool  and  pelts  from  all  parts  of  the  Nortii- 
west.  To  this  was  also  added  boots  and  shoes,  and 
the  wliole  furnished  employment  for  a  large  number 
of  m^n.  The  Bid  well  block,  three  stories  in  height, 
with  a  frontage  of  eighty  feet,  is  one  of  the  monu- 
ments of  his  success  and  industry,  and  there  have 
been  few  enterprises  inaugurated  for  the  progress 
and  development  of  Lenawee  County  which  have 
not  received  the  cordial  and  substantial  support  of 
our  subject. 

Mr.  Bid  well  is  now  in  the  seventy-seventh  3^ear 
of  his  age,  but  is  still  active  in  mind  and  body, 
looking  after  his  business  affairs  in  person  with  his 
old'time  care  and  energy.  During  the  early  years 
of  his  life  he  was  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  attained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  breeder  of 
fine  stock,  dealing  mostly  in  Short-horn  cattle.  He 
is  especially  fond  of  fine  horses,  and  delights  in 
driving  and  riding  after  a  spirited  team.  During 
the  greater  part  of  his  long  journey  in  life  he  has 
enjoyed  the  companionship  of  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  ladies  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  the 
biographer  to  meet,  a  woman  of  gentle  voice  and 
commanding  appearance,  with  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  profitable  to  converse  with,  and  possess- 
ing an  ample  store  of  knowledge,  with  fine  com- 
mand of  language. 

Mr.  Bid  well  was  born  in  the  town  of  Colebrook, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Sept.  14,  1810,  and  is  the 
sixth  child  of  Asa  and  Eunice  (Underwood)  Bid- 
well,  natives  of  the  same  State,  the  father  born  in 
1778,  and  the  mother  three  years  later.  Asa  Bid- 
w^ell  followed  fai^iing,  and  the  parental  house- 
hold included  eleven  children,  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years,  and 
presented  one  of  the  finest  family  groups  that  are 


often  seen.  When  Birdsey  J.  was  about  nine  years 
of  ago  his  parents  removed  from  the  Nutmeg  State 
to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  Our  subject  attended  the 
district  school  in  winter,  and  worked  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer,  remaining  under  the  home  roof 
until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Upon  starting  out 
for  himself  he  made  his  way  westward,  and  in  1838 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Tecumseh. 
His  store  was  fitted  out  after  the  manner  of  those 
days,  his  stock  consisting  of  everything  required  in 
the  village  or  farm  household,  including  clothing 
and  boots  and  shoes.  He  happily  chose  the  correct 
way  in  which  to  transact  business,  and  built  up  a 
large  and  profitable  trade,  which  he  carried  on  until 
1863.  At  that  time  he  became  interested  in  farm- 
ing, and  transferred  the  business  to  his  two  sons,  in 
compan}^  with  Mr.  Tribou,  a  former  clerk. 

Mr.  Bidwell  now  took  a  trip  to  Kentucky,  and 
purchased  a  small  herd  of  thoroughbred  Short- 
horn cattle  of  the  noted  breeders,  Cunningham, 
Babbitt  &  Johnson,  of  Louisville.  These  animals 
were  all  registered,  and  formed  the  nucleus  from 
which  sprang  numbers  of  fine  cattle  in  Southern 
Michigan,  and  by  which  Mr.  Bidwell  became  noted 
as  a  stock-breeder.  He  was  uniformly  successful, 
and  in  time  his  herd  numbered  eighty  head,  bred 
from  the  best  blood  obtainable  in  the  West,  while 
he  shipped  many  to  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  thus  received  a  handsome  income  annually. 

The  Bidwell  farm,  which  is  the  admiration  of  the 
country  around,  and  invariably  attracts  the  atten- 
tion of  the  passing  traveler,  comprises  300  acres 
of  naturally  fertile  land,  which,  under  a  process 
of  thorough  cultivation,  is  exceedingly  valuable. 
It  lies  adjacent  to  the  village  limits,  and  in  all  its 
appointments  presents  the  picture  of  the  model 
country  homestead,  with  its  fine  buildings,  its  live 
stock  and  its  costly  farm  machinery.  The  farm  is 
laid  off  into  ten  and  twenty  acre  fields,  and  two 
good  wind-mill  pumps  distribute  water  from  never- 
failing  springs  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  There 
are  four  commodious  barns  with  long  rows  of  sheds 
for  the  protection  of  cattle,  and  every  other  con- 
venience for  their  care  and  comfort. 

Birdsey  J.  Bidwell  was  married  in  February, 
1842,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Cushing,  of  Tecumseh, 


T 


'«#^- 


t 


t 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


827 


but  whose  birthplace  was  in  the  State  of  \'eriiiont, 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents,  Sninuel  and  Dorcas 
(Daniles)  Gushing,  when  a  maiden  of  sixteen  yejirs, 
and  subsequently  followed  teaching  until  her  mar- 
riage. Of  this  union  there  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Lamont  C,  and  Levearn  I.,  a  resident  of 
Tecumseh,  and  a  dealer  in  fine  horses.  Lamont 
C.  Bidwell  is  the  owner  of  a  ranch  in  IIar[)cr 
County,  Kan.,  which  is  six  miles  in  extent,  and  em- 
braces 12,000  acres,  bordering  on  the  northern 
line  of  the  Indian  Territory,  and  all  in  one  body. 
He  has  inherited  largely  the  talents  of  his.  father  as 
a  cattle-breeder  and  business  man,  and  is  President 
of  the  Harper  County  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Bidwell,  upon  retiring  from  farm  life,  en- 
gaged in  banking  with  the  firm  of  Lilley,  Bills  & 
Co.,  and  subsequently  he  conducted  a  national 
bank,  under  the  Presidency  of  Peter  Adams,  which 
was  eventually  changed  into  a  private  bank,  under 
the  management  of  Lilley,  Bidwell  &  Co.  This  is 
now  one  of  the  substantial  business  firms  of  Te- 
cumseh. 

E.  CONKLIN,  a  general  farmer  and  the 
genial  and  successful  agent  for  the  Walter 
A.  Wood  reaping  machines,  resides  on  sec- 
tion 28,  Tecumseh  Township.  For  the 
past  ten  years  he  has  been  a  constant  resident  of 
this  county,  and  has  conducted  his  business  with 
such  success  as  to  merit  the  good-will  of  the  company 
for  which  he  is  agent.  He  had  previously  been  en- 
gaged with  the  Johnson  Machine  Company  for  six 
years,  and  he  also  operated  a  nice  farm  near  Te- 
cumseh, where  he  located  in  the  spring  of  1 878.  He 
then  bought  seventy-one  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  1861,  and  with  theexception 
of  five  years  passed  in  Raisin  Township,  he  has  re- 
sided in  Tecumseh  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1835.  His  father, 
Samuel  Conklin,  was  also  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  and  came  of  New  England  parentage.  He 
married  Lucetta  Brasie,  a  native  of  the  same  county, 
where  they  remained  until  after  the  birth   of   their 


family  of  ten  children,  four  sons  and  six  daughters, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest;  two  daughters 
are  now  deceased.  The  parents  came  to  Michigan 
in  1869,  and  lived  near  Tecumseh  till  their  death, 
which  occurred  for  the  father  April  29,  1877,  aged 
sixty-eight,  and  for  the  mother  Aug.  12,  1877, 
aged  sixty-four  years.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  father  was  a 
solid  Republican. 

M.  E.  Conklin  was  reared  by  his  parents,  and 
educated  in  Scottsburg,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Michi- 
gan when  a  young  man,  and  located  near  Tecum- 
seh, where  he  was  united  in  marriage  Nov.  30, 
1864,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  eTulia  A. 
Stearnes,  the  youngest  of  the  family  of  Alpheusand 
Susan  (Sisson)  Stearnes,  the  latter  living  in  Tecum- 
seh, aged  seventy-three.  The  father  died  in  Te- 
cumseh, July  4,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  The  parents  were  married  in  the  township 
of;.  Raisin,  having  both  come  to  Michigan  wdien 
young  people.  After  their  union  they  located  in 
Tecumseh,  where  the  father  followed  his  calling  of 
a  blacksmith  for  some  years.  He  was  also  engaged 
in  farming  in  Raisin  and  Tecumseh  Townships, 
in  both  of  which  he  owned  property.  They  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
the  father  was  a  Republican. 

Mrs.  C.  was  born  in  Tecumseh,  Feb.  27,  1845, 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  is  de- 
ceased. The  others — Nellie  E.,  Hattie  E.  and  Clar- 
ence A. — aged  respectively,  eighteen,  sixteen  and 
fourteen,  reside  at  home;  Nellie  E.  is  a  music 
teacher.  They  are  well  educated  and  intelligent 
children,  and  the  family  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Conklin  has  been 
Highway  Commissioner  for  some  years  past,  and  is 
a  Master  Mason  of  Tecumseh  Lodge  No.  69,  while 
in  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party. 

^.^^ — ^^i^' ^hr— - 

DWIN  EATON,  M.  I).,  is  a  practicing  phy- 
sician of  Hudson,  Mich.,  where  he  is  meet- 
ing with  good  success.  Dr.  Eaton  comes  of 
good  old  New  England  stock,  his  ancestors  having 
been  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  country.     Tra- 
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ditioii  tells  us  that  three  brothers  of  tliat  name  came 
from  England  in  Coh)nial  times,  of  whom  one  set- 
tled in  York  State,  one  in  Canada,  and  one  in  New- 
Hampshire.  The  subject  of  this  biographical  no- 
tice, who  is  a  descendant  of  the  Granite  Statti  pio- 
neer, has  the  family  record  as  far  back  as  his  great- 
grandfather, Nathan  Eaton,  who  it  is  supposed  was 
born  in  New  England.  His  gran(i father,  also  named 
Nathan,  was  born  in  East  Kingston,  N.  H. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  Jacob  O. 
Eaton,  was  born  in  East  Kingston,  and  there  re- 
sided until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  a  few  miles  distant,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaker,  after  which  he  went  to 
Maine  and  worked  at  his  trade  a  year  in  Farming- 
ton.  There  he  met,  w'ooed  and  won  Miss  Eliza- 
beth J.  Fletcher,  a  native  of  Wilton  in  that  State, 
and  daughter  of  Abner  Fletcher.  After  marriage  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  for  many 
years  in  Wilton,  but  subsequently  moved  to  the 
Fletcher  homestead  in  that  part  of  the  tow^nship  that 
is  near  East  Dixfield.  There  he  devoted  his  time 
and  attention  to  agriculture  until  1876,  when  here- 
moved  to  the  village  of  East  Dixfield,  where  he  is 
now  living  a  retired  life.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  two  children:  Edwin,  our  subject,  and  histw^in 
brother,  who  is  now  a  dentist  practicing  his  profes- 
sion at  Li  verm  ore  Falls,  Me. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Wilton, 
Franklin  Co.,  Me.,  Nov.  G,  1849,  and  his  boyhood 
was  passed  in  that  town,  where  he  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  a  good  education,  and  afterward  entered 
Bowdoin  College.  His  graduation  from  the  medi- 
cal department  of  that  institution  occurred  in  187o, 
and  after  receiving  his  diploma,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Lew^iston,  Me.,  and  con- 
tinued there  until  1876,  filling  the  office  of  City 
Physician  the  latter  part  of  the  time.  The  ensuing- 
ten  years  Dr.  Eaton  passed  in  Clayton,  Mich.,  and 
in  1879  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Haskins, 
with  wiiom  he  carried  on  the  drug  business  for  two 
years,  under  the  firm  name  of  Haskins  &  Eaton, 
hi  1886  Dr.  Eaton  removed  to  Hudson  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  practice  of  Dr.  A.R.  Smart;  he  still 
retains  his  office  in  Clayton,  however,  and  spends 
tw^o  afternoons  each  week  there. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  Nov.  18,  1«S74,  to  Jen- 


nie McFarland,  a  native  of  Wales,  Me.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Martha  (Sweet)  McFarland,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Bowdoinham  and  Wales,  Me. 
Dr.  Eaton  is  a  physician  of  fine  attainments  and 
thorough  culture,  and  is  a  prominent  man  among 
his  professional  brethren.  He  is  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Michigan  Medical  Society,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  Clayton  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  of  Phcwnix  Chapter,  where  he  fills  the  office 
of  King ;  he  is  also  member  of  Adrian  Commandery. 
He  takes  an  active  part  in  general  and  local  matters ; 
he  was  President  of  Clayton  Town  Board  two  terms 
and  member  of  the  School  Board  one  3^ ear. 

^^  FORGE  W.  SMITH.  The  following  brief 
(f [  sketch  of  the  life  and  career  of  one  of  Len- 

^^41  aw^ee  County's  enterprising  and  public-spir- 
ited citizens  is  worth}^  the  attention  of  the  younger 
2:eneration.  He  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  suc- 
cessful  general  farmers  of  Ridge  way  Township, 
where  he  is  a  native  to  the  manor  born,  his  birth  tak- 
ing place  on  the  29th  of  March,  1840,  on  section 
8.  His  father,  James  Smith,  was  a  native  of  York- 
shire, England,  and  came  to  the  United  States  alone, 
in  1832.  After  living  in  New  York  State  for  one 
year,  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1833,  and  at  once 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  8,  Ridge- 
way  Township.  This  section  of  the  county  at  that 
time  was  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  it  required  a 
long  and  hard  struggle  to  bring  a  farm  to  a  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Smith  improved  this  property, 
but  sold  it  in  1858,  and  then  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  35,  of  the  fractional  part  of  Macon  Town- 
ship, where  he  now  owns  120  acres  of  land.  He  is 
now  eighty -six  years  of  age  and  has  retired  from 
active  work.  He  was  married  in  Ridge  way  Town- 
ship to  Miss  Amelia  Whallej^,  a  native  of  Dublin, 
Ireland,  who  came  to  the  United  States  alone  when 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  settled  in  this  count}'. 
She  is  now  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  is  the 
mother  of  eight  children.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  oldest  son  and  the  second  child  of  the 
family,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  all  have 
been  married.  The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  spent  at  home  with  his   parents,  and  he 
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received  a  good  education  in    tlie   common   schools 
of  that  day. 

George  W.  Smith  has  been  married  twice,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Libbie  DuBois,  their  marriage 
taking  place  in  1863.  She  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  Ridgeway,  and  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
John  DuBois,  and  died  at  her  home  in  this  town- 
ship in  June,  1881.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
chihh-en:  Minnie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years;  Addie,  also  deceased,  Cyrus,  at  home,  and 
Lavern.  Mr.  Smith's  second  wife  was  Miss  Estella, 
daughter  of  David  Jones,  a  resident  of  Tecumseh, 
in  which  place  she  was  born  in  1858.  She  was 
reared  and  received  her  education  in  Tecumseh, 
and  for  several  years  preceding  her  marriage  was  a 
school  teacher.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child- 
Winnie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  now  living  on  their  pleas- 
ant farm  consisting  of  160  acres  on  section  3,  of 
Ridgeway  Township.  This  place  is  considered  a 
very  valuable  property,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive farms  in  the  county.  In  the  cyclone  which 
swept  over  this  section  of  Michigan  on  the  9th  of 
September,  1885,  he  lost  many  good  buildings,  but 
promptly  went  to  work  to  replace  them,  and  help 
repair  the  damage  occasioned  to  others.  Mrs. 
Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Tecumseh,  and  a  sincere  Christian  woman.  Mr. 
Smith  is  now  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Fie  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  that  office  has 
been  conferred  upon  him  as  a  mark  of  appreciation 
by  that  party.  He  is  an  enterprising  citizen,  and 
public  spirited  in  every  way,  and  scarcely  any  proj- 
ect conceived  for  the  public  good  is  carried  for- 
ward in  this  section  of  the  county  without  his  aid 
and  participation  in  it. 


^w^ENJAMIN  S.  ALLEN,  of  Madison  Town- 
lU^  ship,  looked  upon  this  section  of  country  in 
its  pioneer  days,  and  trod  the  uncultivated 
ground  which  is  now  occupied  by  beautiful 
farms  and  growing  towns.  He  arrived  here  with 
his  parents  in  1836,  when  a  boy  thirteen  years  of 
age  and  remains  one  of  the  few  who  live  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  early  settlement  of  this  township.     He 


n  "-^^ 


received  a  fair  educatiim  and  wjis  early  initiated 
into  the  duties  of  the  farm.  He  possessed  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  by  which  he  managed  to 
keep  pace  with  the  most  important  events  of  the 
day  and  succeeded  in  taking  a  short  course  finally 
in  the  High  School  at  Adrian.  Afterward  he  re- 
sumed his  labors  upon  the  farm  for  a  time,  in  which, 
with  the  exception  of  three  years,  he  has  since  been 
engaged  and  remained  continuously  a  resident  of 
Madison  Township.  In  the  interval  spoken  of  he 
followed  railroading,  being  in  the  employ  of  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  was  promoted  from  brakeman  to  con- 
ductor, which  responsible  position  he  occupied  until 
resigning  it  for  the  safer  and  more  pleasant  duties 
of  farm  life. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Deborah 
Allen  (see  sketch),  and  was  born  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  22,  1823.  His  parents,  who  were  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey,  subsequently  came  to  Michi- 
gan  and  spent  their  last  years  in  Lenawee  County. 
Their  family  included  ten  children.  Benjamin  S. 
in  his  youth  witnessed  the  construction  of  the  first 
railroad  in  this  section  and  was  the  first  man  to  turn 
the  brakes  on  the  pioneer  train.  Upon  retiring  to 
farm  life  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 4  in  Madison  Township,  and  for  the  last  thirty 
years  or  more  has  here  found  a  comfortable  home, 
which  he  established  by  his  own  industry  and  per- 
severance. Flis  was  the  first  plowshare  that  turned 
the  soil  over  most  of  this  land  which  he  has  now 
brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  neatly 
fenced  and  supplied  with  all  modern  improvements, 
including  a  neat  and  substantial  dwelling,  a  good 
barn  and  other  out^buildings  required  for  comfort 
and  convenience.  Choice  fruit  and  shade  trees 
surround  the  residence,  and  the  whole  premises  have 
an  air  of  home-like  comfort  which  is  pleasant  to  the 

eye. 

The  lady  who  has  been  the  close  companion  of 
our  subject  for  the  last  thirty-two  years,  became  his 
wife  March  27,  1856,  and  was  formerly  Miss  Sarah 
Allen,  who  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
4,  1822.  She  remained  there  with  her  parents  until 
reaching  years  of  womanhood,  and  there  her  wed- 
ding took  place  not  far  from  the  house  in  which 
she  was  born.     The  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 

..^ ^ ^ _ ^ - ■ •P' 


i 


h 


t 


f 


i 


832 


^m^--  S  -^, 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Letta  N.,  who  is  now 
thirty  years  of  age  and  a  resident  of  Adrian,  having 
married  Mr.  Frank  Welsh,  who  is  engaged  in  rail- 
roading in  that  city. 

Mr.  Allen,  as  one  of  the  oldest  living  citizens  of 
Lenaw^ee  County,  has  naturally  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  a  large  number  of  people,  by  whom  he  is 
held  in  universal  respect.  In  the  early  days  their 
neighbors  were  few  and  far-between,  and  this  fact 
served  to  foster  that  kindly  feeling  and  generous 
hospitality  which  was  so  marked  a  characteristic  of 
those  times  and  is  often  referred  to  by  the  old  set- 
tlers as  a  happy  contrast  to  the  present.  The  feel- 
ing of  mutual  dependence  brought  them  closely  to- 
gether, and  each  man  had  a  personal  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  neighbor.  Benjamin  S.  Allen  was 
not  one  whit  behind  those  hospitabl}^  inclined  pio- 
neers, and  his  latch-stringy  was  always  out  to  the  be- 
nighted traveler  or  the  friend  in  need.  Now,  as  he 
is  passing  down  the  sunset  hill  of  life,  he  can  look 
back  with  the  reflection  that  he  has  done  what  he 
could  toward  making  the  world  better  and  has  en- 
deavored to  exert  a  good  influence  upon  those 
around  him. 

As  representative  of  the  worthy  pioneers  of  this 
section  of  country,  we  are  pleased  to  present  on  an 
adjoining  page  of  this  Album  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Allen. 

LONZO  MARSHALL  CARSON,  a  widely 
known  and  much  respected  citizen  of  Len- 
li\  a  wee  Count3%  is  now  making  his  home  in 
Hudson,  where  he  is  actively  engaged  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Notary  Public,  collector,  and  conveyor  of  real  es- 
tate, and  has  made  sales  in  this  and  Hillsdale 
Counties  for  some  j^ears.  But  our  subject  has  a 
higher  claim  to  distinction  than  as  a  business  man, 
from  the  fact  that  he  is  one  of  the  earliest  educa- 
tors of  Lenawee  County,  and  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  promoting  the  superior  educational  facili- 
ties enjoyed  by  her  children  to-day,  having  had  to 
do  professionally  with  the  children  of  three  gener- 
ations. 

Mr.  Carson  was  born  in  Seneca  Township,  Ontario 
Co.,    N.    Y.,    July   20,   1829,    and    is   the   son    of 


William  S.  and  Angeline  lUirlingarae  (Col well) 
Carson.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James 
Carson,  was  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  and  his  wife 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  and  a  sterling  woman. 
He  migrated  with  his  family  to  Farmington,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  becoming  a  pioneer  of  that  town,  and 
there  spending  his  last  days,  engaged  in  his  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer.  There  his  son  William  S.  was 
born  in  September,  1808,  and  was  but  seven  years 
old  when  his  father  died.  He  lived  with  his  mother 
until  he  was  tw^elve  years  of  age,  and  was  then 
bound  out  to  a  gentleman  in  the  town  of  Seneca  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier.  He  resided  with  his 
master  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  receiving 
his  board  and  clothing  for  his  services,  when  he 
received  his  "  freedom  suit,"  made  from  cloth  of 
home  manufacture,  and  then  started  forth  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  w^orld.  He  found  work  in  a 
distillery,  and  also  followed  his  trade  as  a  clothier 
part  of  the  time,  for  a  few  years.  He  finally 
rented  a  mill  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
cloth. 

In  1835  William  Carson  visited  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  coming  via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  to 
Monroe,  and  from  there  proceeding  on  foot  to 
Adrian,  thence  to  Lanes ville,  as  the  town  of  Hud- 
son was  then  called.  Here  he  entered  a  heavily 
timbered  tract  of  Goverment  land,  east  of  and  very 
near  the  present  site  of  Hudson,  which  then  con- 
tained only  one  house.  After  entering  his  land  he 
returned  to  New  York  to  make  preparations  to  re- 
move to  Lanes  ville,  and  had  his  effects  nearly  ready, 
vvhen  he  had  an  opportunity  to  trade  his  land  for 
the  factor}^  in  which  he  had  learned  his  trade.  He 
immediately  closed  with  so  advantageous  an  offer, 
and  instead  of  becoming  a  resident  of  Michigan  at 
that  time,  postponed  his  intended  change  of  resi- 
dence for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  remaining  a 
citizen  of  New  York,  was  prosperously  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cloth  until  1846,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  the  business.  In  1860  he  came  to  this 
State  and  spent  the  few  remaining  months  of  his 
life  in  the  home  of  his  son  Alonzo,  d3dng  in  1862. 
For  a  third  of  a  century  William  S.  Carson  was  a 
leading  Methodist,  and  an  indefatigable  advocate 
and  laborer  in  the  various  reforms  of  his  time. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Seneca  Castle,  Ontario  Co., 
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N.  Y.,  April  1,  ISOS,  jiiid  is  «till  llvino- ill  hcM- native 
town.  Her  parents  were  Daniel  and  Thankful 
(Paine)  Col  well,  Daniel,  the  father  of  the  former,  was 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  whence  he  removed  to 
Sempronius  Township,  N.  Y".,  becoming  a  pioneer 
there,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
five  years.  He  was  three  times  married ;  his  second 
wife,  the  great-grandmother  of  our  subject,  was 
Mercy  Hopkins,  of  Rhode  Island.  His  son  Daniel 
was  a  young  man  when  he  went  to  New  Y'^ork  with 
his  parents,  and  there  married,  at  Richfield,  Otsego 
County,  Thankful  Paine,  who  had  left  her  native 
Rhode  Island  at  twelve  years  of  age  and  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  New  York. 

In  1801,  Daniel  Col  well,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  removed  with  his  wife  and  two  children  to 
Seneca  Castle,  N.  Y.,  with  an  ox-team  through  the 
wilderness,  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of  that 
place.  Mr.  Colwell  took  up  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
upon  which  he  erected  a  log  house,  and  built  up 
and  improved  quite  a  farm,  which  he  afterward 
sold,  and  bought  another  near  by,  on  which  he 
lived  until  his  death  at  forty-five  years  of  age.  His 
wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  again 
married,  Nathan  Whitney  being  her  second  hus- 
band. She  spent  her  last  years  with  her  children, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  William  G.  Col- 
well, in  Seneca  Castle. 

Alonzo  M.  Carson,  our  subject,  was  aspiring  and 
ambitious  as  a  pupil,  and  having  a  love  for  books 
and  study,  through  his  own  exertions  he  gained  a 
substantial  education.  He  was  put  at  work  in  his 
father's  factory  when  he  was  but  nine  years  old,  and 
was  so  small  that  he  had  to  stand  on  a  soap  box  to 
reach  the  machine.  He  continued  in  the  employ 
of  his  father,  with  the  exception  of  three  months 
in  the  winter  season,  for  nine  years.  AYhen  he  was 
eighteen  years  old  he  bought  his  time  of  his  father 
and  went  to  work  to  earn  money  to  secure  an  edu- 
cation by  all  sorts  of  jobbing  about  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  paid  his  board  by  attending  a  potash  manu- 
factory at  night.  In  that  way  he  acquired  the 
requisite  money  to  pay  for  one  season's  tuition  at 
Lima  College,  after  which  he  earned  the  money  to 
pay  for  a  further  course  b}^  teaching,  and  alternately 
taught  and  attended  college.  He  continued 
teaching  until  1851,  when  he   went  to  Cleveland, 


Ohio,  and  there  (clerked  in  a  book  and  stationery 
store.  He  afterward  went  to  Newark,  Ohio,  and 
established  himself  in  the  business  of  stationer  and 
book-seller,  but  after  a  few  months  he  closed  out 
and  started  on  a  tour  through  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and  Iowa,  making  the 
tour  as  auctioneer.  In  1852  he  located  in  Hudson, 
and  has  been  a  valued  citizen  of  this  township  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
Medina.  He  opened  a  private  school  in  Hudson 
in  1852  and  maintained  it  for  two  years  with  suc- 
cess. He  then  founded  Oak  Grove  Academy  in 
the  village  of  Medina  and  was  its  Principal  for  two 
happy  years.  This  was  a  prosperous  institution 
until  the  inauguration  of  the  free  school  system. 
He  then  returned  to  Hudson,  and  has  since  taught 
in  every  school  building,  in  every  hall  but  one,  ahd 
in  one  churcli  in  the  village,  continuing  to  teach 
until  1855,  when  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  one- 
half  mile  from  the  village  and  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  He  cleared  a  good  farm  from  the 
heavily  timbered  wilderness,  which  became  quite 
valuable.  He  still  took  an  active  part  in  educa- 
tional matters  and  was  in  some  capacity  connected 
with  scholastic  affairs  for  about  thirty  consecutive 
years.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  on  his  farm 
until  1881,  when  he  retired  to  the  town  and  has 
since  made  his  residence  here. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  wide  experience  and 
broad  culture,  and  has  exerted  much  influence  in 
his  community,  and  has  given  place  and  position 
to  many  young  people  by  his  counsel  and  assist- 
ance. In  politics  he  has  been  a  faithful  adherent 
of  the  Republican  party  ever  since  its  formation, 
and  is  also  an  earnest  Prohibitionist,  but  is  in  no 
sense  a  politician,  detesting  political  insincerity 
and  trickery. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Carson  with  Miss  B.  Jennie 
Peck  took  place  Sept.  22,  1852.  Mrs.  Carson 
was  born  in  Seneca,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March 
24,  1833,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Polly 
(Porter)  Peck.  Of  their  union  three  children  have 
been  born,  of  whom  their  daughter  Bell  alone  is 
living.  She  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  Gray- 
ling, Crawford  County,' this  State.  The  great  sor- 
rows which  have  shadowed  their  wedded  life  have 
been  the  death  of  their  only  son,  Olin,  who  died  in 
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infancy,  and  of  their  eldest  daughter.  May,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  She  was  an  amia- 
ble young  lady  and  an  accomplished  musician,  and 
her  loss  has  left  a  great  vacant  chamber  in  the 
souls  of  the  little  remnant  left.  These  losses  but 
serve  to  nearer  bind  the  remaining  members  of  the 
household  together,  and  to  strengthen  the  blessed 
hope  of  a  life  hereafter. 

"More  home-like  seems  the  vast  unknown, 

Since  they  have  entered  there ; 
To  follow  them  were  not  so  hard. 

Wherever  they  may  fare ; 
They  cannot  be  where  God  is  not, 

On  any  sea  or  shore ; 
Whatever  betides,  Thy  love  abides, 

Our  God,  forevermore." 

Mr.  Carson  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mrs.  Carson  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  but  in  Christian  work  they 
are  not  creed  servers,  and  recognize  goodness, 
truth  and  purity  of  soul  wherever  met,  well  know- 
ing that  all  goodness  is  not  within  nor  all  evil  with- 
out the  churches. 
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ILLIAM  LAGORE,  a  native  of  Port  Ed- 
lii  ward,  N.  Y.,  came  to  this  county  in  1864, 
and  located  in  Adrian  Township,  where  he 
has  since  carried  on  farming  in  a  most  skillful  and 
successful  manner.  He  was  born  March  5,  1817, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  Lagore,  whose  father  crossed 
the  Atlantic  from  his  native  France  in  early  man- 
hood, and  located  in  the  Empire  State,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which  was  rounded 
up  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  arrived  in  America 
in  time  to  take  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  in 
which  he  served  as  a  spy,  and  also  having  a  good 
knowledge  of  medicine,  was  at  times  employed  as  a 
surgeon.  He  was  married  to  a  New  York  lady,  the 
daughter  of  a  farmer,  and  whose  death  it  is  supposed 
took  place  in  Canada.  Their  son  John,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  New  York,  where  he 
continued  until  his  marriage.  He  came  to  this 
county  in  1845,  then  returned  east  as  far  as  Ohio, 
of  which  State  he  was  a  resident  a  number  of  years, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Sandusky  County.  In 
the  meantime  his  sons  had  been  reared  to  manhood, 
and  he  now  left  his  property  in  their  hands,  and  re- 


turning to  Michigan,  located  in  Fairfield  Township, 
where  his  death  took  place  about  1860,  when  he  had 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Lucre- 
tia  Darby,  was  the  daughter  of  a  highly  respected 
farmer  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  surviv- 
ing her  marriage  only  a  few  years,  died  before  the 
removal  of  her  husband  from  the  State.  He  sub- 
sequently married  Mrs.  P:iizabeth  (Coffin)  Warner, 
who  attained  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  Of 
the  first  marriage  there  were  born  eight  children, 
one  of  whom,  a  son,  died  young;  the  others  lived  to 
mature  years  and  settled  in  New  York,  Ohio  and 
Michigan. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  inNew 
York  State,  and  upon  reaching  his  majority,  his 
father  presented  him  with  forty  acres  of  land  in 
Ohio.  Two  years  later  he  added  to  his  real  estate 
by  the  purchase  of  forty  acres  from  his  father,  and 
upon  this  property  he  resided  until  1862,  when  he 
sold  out,  and  subsequently  coming  to  this  county, 
purchased  his  present  homestead.  This  includes 
100  acres  of  choice  land  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation, with  all  needful  buildings,  a  choice  assort- 
ment of  live  stock,  and  the  machinery  required  by 
the  modern  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Lagore,  upon  laying  the  foundations  for  a 
home  of  his  own,  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  help- 
meet in  the  person  of  Miss  Lucinda  Gilbert,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  the  spring  of  1840.  She 
was  a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  son,  Rudolphus,  who  is  now 
forty-six  years  of  age,  and  a  painter  by  trade,  but 
now  acting  as  book  agent;  he  is  married,  has  one 
son,  and  makes  his  home  at  Adrian.  Rudolphus 
Lagore,  during  the  late  war,  was  one  of  the  first  to 
proffer  his  services  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union.  Not 
long  afterward  he  was  taken  seriously  ill  and  sent 
home.  In  the  fall,  however,  he  re-enlisted,  but  the 
hardships  and  privations  brought  on  his  old  malady, 
and  he  was  confined  one  year  in  the  hospital  at 
Memphis.  Another  discharge  followed  in  due  time, 
and  never  having  regained  his  former  strength,  he 
receives  a  pension  from  the  Government.  Mrs. 
Lucinda  Lagore  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
Ohio  in  1847,  when  thirty-two  years  of  age. 

The  second  wife  of   Mr.  Lagore    was  Miss  Mary 
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J.,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Wilkinson) 
Penoyer,  who  was  born  Feb.  3,  1822,  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, whence  they  emigrated  to  Ontario  Connty, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  spent  their  last  years,  the  father 
dying  wdien  fifty-four  years  of  age,  and  the  mother 
when  sixty-seven.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  thir- 
teen children,  all  of  whom,  with  one  exception,  at- 
tained their  majority,  though  but  three  are  now  liv- 
ing; one  child  died  in  infancy^  Of  this  marriage 
of  our  subject  there  were  born  five  children: 
Amanda  E.,  Mrs.  H.  Selleck,  is  a  resident  of  Adrian, 
and  the  mother  of  one  son;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Charles 
Earle,  is  the  mother  of  three  children;  William  S. 
is  farming  near  his  father  in  Adrian  Township,  is 
married  and  has  four  children;  Charles  F.  married 
Miss  Lena  Muck,  and  is  operating  his  father's  farm ; 
he  has  three  children.  Marion,  the  twin  brother  of 
Mary  E.,  died  in  infancy.  The  father  of  Mrs.  La- 
gore  was  an  exhorter  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  entire  family  were  deeply  religious. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  formerly  an  old-line 
Whig,  later  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  to  which  his  son  also  closely  adheres. 


\OBERT  CURTLS.  The  live-stock  interests 
of  Lenawee  County  have  found  one  of  their 
most  enterprising  representatives  in  the  sub- 
^^ject  of  this  notice,  who  has  been  a  resident 
of  Rome  Township  since  the  spring  of  1841.  His 
property  lies  on  sections  14  and  21,  and  the  market 
for  his  farm  produce  and  stock  is  principally  at 
Adrian.  He  deals  largely  in  sheep,  and  has  had  a 
wide  experience  as  a  breeder  and  dealer.  His  nat- 
urally good  judgment  has  had  ample  scope  in  the 
management  of  his  various  interests,  and  has  usually 
led  him  to  a  successful  issue. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  Feb.  5,  1832,  and  is  the  son 
of  Edward  and  Susannah  (Smith)  Curtis,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  native  of  England,  while  the 
mother  was  of  English  descent.  Edward  Curtis 
came  to  America  when  a  young  man,  and  settled  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  in  1835  he  migrated 
to  the  Territory  of  Micliigan,  and  took  u[)  120  acres 


of  Government  land.  He  had  made  a  good  begin- 
ning tow^ard  the  establishment  of  a  home  when  his 
career  was  cut  short  by  a  wound  from  a  pitchfork, 
v/hich  ended  his  life  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-two 
years.  Samuel  Curtis,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  sturdy  English  farmer  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  and  spent  his  entire  life  upon  his 
native  soil.  His  wife  died  at  about  the  time  of  his 
own  decease,  when  both  were  well  advanced  in 
years. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  crossed 
the  Atlantic  from  his  native  E^ngiand  in  1831,  and 
settled  in  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  where  he  took  up 
Government  land,  and  there  with  his  excellent  wife 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life.  Grandfather  Smith 
was  sixty-five  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  Grandmother  Smith  lived  to  be  ninety.  Their 
daughter,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living 
at  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  son  in  Adrian.  The  Smith  family  con- 
tained many  professional  men  and  scholars,  and  the 
male  members  for  the  last  thirt}^  years  have  mostly 
been  Republican  in  politics. 

Robert  Curtis  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  about  tw^enty  years  of  age,  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  and  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  worked  out  four 
years  by  the  month,  being  in  the  employ  of  one 
man  the  entire  time.  During  this  time  he  saved 
a  snug  little  sum  of  money,  and  purchasing  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs  in  the  homestead,  took 
possession,  and  has  since  given  to  it  his  undivided 
attentiou.  He  has  effected  many  improvements, 
and  taken  ])ride  in  having  his  work  well  done  about 
the  farm. 

That  interesting  and  important  event,  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject,  took  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Rome  Township,  in  the  spring  of  1857,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mahala  Myers,  who 
was  born  in  that  township.  May  25,  1841,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Electa  (Cole)  Myers, 
natives  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  The  eight  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Nathan  was  born  in  Adrian,  April  25,  1859,  and 
married  Miss  Lillian  Stocum,  of  Rome  Township; 
they  have  two  children,  a  boy  and  girl.  George 
E.  w\as   born  Oct.  22,  1860,  and  died  Jan.  G,  1872; 
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Cora  M.  was  born  Nov.  23,  1862,  was  married  to 
Bert  Short,  of  Cambridge  Township,  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  a  boy  and  girl;  Lilburn 
L.  was  born  Jan.  10,  1865,  and  is  at  home;  Justin 
R.  was  born  Dec.  29, 1868,  and  married  Miss  Nellie 
Ball,  of  Rollin  Township ;  he  is  farming  with  his 
brother  in  Rome  Township.  Ada  M.  was  born 
July  20,  1872;  Lee  0.,Sept.  26,  1874,  and  Octa  N., 
May  23,  1876;  these  reside  at  liome. 

Mr.  Curtis  and  his  voting  sons  are  decided  advo- 
cates of  Republican  principles,  which  they  uphold 
by  their  voice  and  vote  on  all  suitable  occasions. 
Mr.  C.  was  at  one  time  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Greeley  Lodge  in  Adrian. 
Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are  Free-Will  Bap- 
tists religiously,  and  Mr.  Curtis  donated  the  ground 
for  the  church  edifice ;  he  has  always  labored  earn- 
estly for  the  maintenance  of  the  society  here,  and 
given  much  time  to  Sunday-school  work. 


jBRAHAM    V.    DERSHAM,    of    Palmyra 
MA    Township,  represents    in   a  happy  manner 
fl    the  thrift  and   intelligence  of  that  section 
of  countiy.     He  is  a  thorough  and  skillful 
farmer,  and  a  man   of   more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
gence, a  gi-eat  readej-,  and  one  who  keeps   himself 
well  posted  upon  all  matters  of  general  interest.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  majority  of  enterprises 
set  on  foot  affecting  the  general  good  of  his  com- 
munity,  which  involuntarily  looks  to  him  for  moral 
and  pecuniary  aid  in    connection  with    important 
interests.     He  has  served  twenty  years  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and   is  distinguished  for  his  persistence 
and  industry,  by  which  he  has  secured  a  fine  home 
and  a  competency. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  White  Deer  Township, 
Union  Co.,  Pa.,  June  26,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Susan  (Shetly)  Dersham,  natives 
respectively  of  Union  and  York  Counties,  in  the 
same  State.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Jacob  Dersham  by  name,  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  this  country  at 
an  early  day,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Union  County,  Pa.     There  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
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timber  land,  and  planting  his  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness, cleared  the   forest  around  him   and  remained 
until  life  for  him  was  over.     He  reared  a  fine  fam- 
ily of  sons  and  daughters,  among   whom  \Tas  Sam- 
uel  the   father  of  our  subject.      Samuel  grew  to 
manhood  amid  the  wild   scenes  of  pioneer  life,  but 
when  starting  out   for  himself,   left  the   farm  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.     This  he   worked 
at  for  a  time  and  then  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
his   native    township,  where    he  farmed    thereafter 
and  worked  at  his  trade   until  his  death,  in   1838. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband   for  a  period  of 
twenty-six  ^-ears,  remaining  a  widow,  and  departed 
this  life  at  the  home  where  she  had   lived  so  long, 
about  1864,  when  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.     The 
household  included   eleven  children,  all  of    whom 
grew  to  years  of  maturity. 

Abraham  Dersham  was  the    ninth   child  of  his 
parents,  and  like   his  father  before  him,  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm  in  his  native  town- 
ship.    He  took  kindly  to  his  books,  and  by  aid  of 
instruction  in  the  district  school,  became  proficient 
as  a  teacher  when  nineteen  years  of  age.     He  offici- 
ated in  that  capacity  eleven  terms,  and  then  going 
to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  entered  a  store  of  general  mei^ 
chandise  as  clerk,  where  he   remained   for  a  period 
of  eight  years  with   the   exception   of   one  winter, 
during  which  he  taught  school  in  Erie  County.     At 
this  time,  desiring  a  change,  he  returned   to    Will- 
iamsport.    Pa.,    where   he    occupied  himself    as    a 
teacher  during  the  winter  season,  while  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year  he  was  employed   in   a  saw- 
mill, until  the  spring  of  1864. 

Mr.  Dersham    now    once    more    left    his   native 
State,    and   going   to    Seneca   County,    Ohio,   was 
there  employed  at   farming  two  years,  after  which 
he  migrated  to  Michigan  and  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  on  section  2,  in  Palmyra  Township.     Upon 
this  he  operated  successfully  for  a   period  of  nine 
years,  then  purchased   eighty  acres  on  section  12, 
of  which  he  remained  in  possession  until  1880.     In 
the  spring  of  this  year  he  traded   his  two  tracts  for 
the  farm  which  he  now  occupies.     This  comprises 
a  quarter  section  of    land,  120  acres  of    which  are 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  a  part  de- 
voted  to  pasture  land.     The  buildings  are  neat  and 
substantial,  and    the  farm   with  its  appurtenances      i 
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forms  a  home  creditable  in  every  respect  to  tlie 
taste  and  industry  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Dersham,  while  a  resident  of  Lockport,  N. 
Y.,  and  after  reaching  his  twenty-fourth  year,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  M.  Stahler,  a 
native  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  born 
April  24,  1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Susan  (Hoover)  Stahler,  who  were  of  Pennsylvanian 
birth  and  parentage  and  are  now  deceased.  She 
received  a  careful  home  training,  and  a  fair  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  while  at  the  same  time 
she  became  familiar  with  those  housewifely  duties 
which  so  largely  affect  the  happiness  and  comfort  of 
the  home  circle.  She  remained  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage,  and  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  Henry,  the  eldest,  is  a  resident 
of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y. ;  Eugene  is  farming  in 
Palmyra  Township,  this  county,  while  Lillie,  Ida  M. 
and  CaiTie  continue  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Margaret,  the  first-born,  died  in  infancy,  and  little 
Julia  was  taken  from  the  home  circle  when  three 
and  one-half  years  old. 

Mr.  Dersham  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Palmyra  ToAvnship  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
and  has  also  officiated  as  School  Director.  He  is  a 
man  whose  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond, 
and  possesses  that  sound  and  temperate  judgment 
which  constitutes  him  a  citizen  whose  opinions  are 
held  in  uniform  respect. 
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AVID  CARPENTER,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Blissfield,  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  and  as  a  money-lender,  is  one  of 
the  important  factors  in  the  business  and 
agricultural  community.  He  is  the  owner  of  large 
tracts  of  farm  land  in  this  county,  besides  city  prop- 
erty at  Petoskey,  in  Emmet  County,  where  he 
spends  his  summer  months,  and  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  southern  homes  in  America  at  Mt.  Dora, 
Fla.,  at  which  he  spends  his  winters.  He  has  a 
well-furnished  residence  at  each  of  the  three  places, 
and  all  the  facilities  for  enjo3dng  life  in  the 
best  manner.  This  state  of  things  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  exercise  of  his  native  energy  and  res- 


olution of  character,  as  he  commenced  humbly  in 
life,  and  has  arisen  to  his  present  position  through 
his  own  exertions.  He  has  signalized  himself  as  a 
liberal-minded  and  public-spirited  citizen,  assisting 
generousl}^  the  enterprises  inaugurated  for  the  gen- 
eral progress  of  the  people,  and  being  in  all  respects 
the  friend  of  education  and  of  everything  tending 
to  elevate  society  and  improve  the  condition  of  the 
people. 

Tlie  early  home  of  Mr.  Carpenter  was  in  Pots- 
dam, St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took 
place  April  19, 1815.  He  is  the  second  son  of  Clem- 
ent and  Elizabeth  (Gilmore)  Carpenter,  to  whom 
reference  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Joel  Carpenter, 
on  another  [)age  in  this  volume.  The  childhood  and 
youth  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  his  native  county, 
where  he  first  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district 
school,  and  later  attending  St.  Lawrence  Academy ; 
he  began  teaching  school  in  his  twentieth  year. 
When  not  employed  at  his  studies  he  made  himself 
useful  around  the  homestead,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  on  the  farm  until  August,  1836.  On  the 
27th  of  that  month  he  started  for  the  West,  and 
made  his  way  by  lake  and  railroad  to  Toledo,  where 
he  landed  with  a  cash  capital  of  $25. 

The  first  business  of  young  Carpenter  after  se- 
lecting his  location,  was  to  secure  employment,  and 
he  obtained  a  position  at  Toledo  as  clerk  in  a  gen- 
eral store,  of  which  Dr.  Clark  was  proprietor.  He 
made  such  good  headway  in  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  employer  that  he  was  given  charge  of 
a  branch  at  Manhattan,  now  North  Toledo,  and 
finall}^  purchased  the  stock,  and  carried  on  business 
for  himself  there  until  the  fall  of  1838.  He  then 
removed  his  goods  to  Blissfield,  this  county,  and  in 
compan}^  with  his  brother  Guy,  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  about  ten 
years  later.  The  place  made  vacant  by  his  decease 
was  then  taken  by  his  brother  Joel,  and  with  him 
David  operated  about  two  3^ears,  and  then  sold  out 
to  him.  Our  subject  had  in  the  meantime  purchased 
large  tracts  of  land  mostly  in  Lenawee  County,  and 
had  already  begun  transactions  in  real  estate,  in 
which  he  was  uniformly  successful.  He  still,  how- 
ever, cherished  a  liking  for  his  old  business,  and  in 
a  short  time  resumed  it  in  company  with  F.  H. 
Brown,   with   whom   he   continued  seven   or  eight 
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years.  He  then,  in  company  with  a  partner,  engaged 
in  banking,  under  the  firm  name  of  Carpenter,  Gil- 
more  <fe  Co.,  but  after  operating  together  two  or 
three  years  Mr.  Carpenter  withdrew  his  interests, 
and  confined  his  attention  to  real  estate  and  money 
loaning.  His  course  has  been  such  as  to  merit  the 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  he  has  been  the 
conservator  of  important  interests  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Thirza  Pease,  who  was  born  in 
Chittenden  County,  Vt.,  May  19,  1812.  Their 
wedding  took  place  on  the  22d  of  May,  1837,  but 
the  young  wife  died  less  than  three  years  later, 
Dec.  22,  1839.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  a  second  time 
married,  Aug.  11,  1840,  to  Miss  May  L.  Ellis,  a 
native  of  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
born  Oct.  3,  1822.  Mrs.  May  Carpenter  departed 
this  life  at  her  home,  Jan.  15,  1848. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Aug.  16,  1848,  was   formerly   Miss  Hepsi- 
beth  Worth,   who  was  born  in  De  Ruyter,    Madi- 
son Co.,  New  York.      The  first  representative  of 
the  Worth  family  in  America  is  believed  to  have 
been  John  Worth,  who  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  day,  and   located   in   Nantucket,   Mass.     He 
and  Miss  Sarah  Hoag  married  there,  and  reared  a 
family  of  sons  and  daughters.       Their  son  Richard 
was  the  great-grandfather  of   Mrs.   Carpenter,  and 
married  Miss  Anna  Macey.     They  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  one  of  whom,   Richard,  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  C,  married   Elizabeth  Folger, 
a  sister  of  Walter  Folger,  the  noted  astronomer, 
and  grandniece  of  Benjamin  Franklin.   The  Worths 
were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  the 
male  members  of  the  family  were  mostly  sailors  by 
occupation.      They   were    represented   for  several 
generations  in  Nantucket,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
C.  being  probably  the  first  to  emigrate  from  there. 
Upon  leaving  the  boundaries  of  his  native  State,  he 
went  into  New  York  State,  and  spent  his  last  years 
at  De  Ruyter,  Madison  County. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  born  in  1782, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town.  He  then 
went  to  New  York  State,  and  located  in  Columbia 
County,  where,  in  the  town  of  Ghent,  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Crandall.  From  there  he  removed  to  a 
farm  at  DeRuyter,  and  thence  a  few  years  afterward, 
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to  Chenango  County,  purchasing  a  farm  near  Linck- 
laen,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  He 
departed  this  life  on  the  2d  of  May,  1854,  while 
visiting  his  children  in  Royalton,  Ohio.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Carpenter,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Elizabeth  Crandall,  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  8,  1789,  and  died  in  1869. 
Her  father,  James  Crandall,  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and,  like  the  Worths,  a  Quaker  in  religious 
belief.  He  spent  his  last  years  at  Ghent,  N.  Y.,  his 
death  taking  place  about  1845,  when  he  was  about 
eighty -five  years  of  age. 

The  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  is  a 
son,  Guy  David,  who  was  born  Oct.  15,  1877. 
Mr.  Carpenter  in  the  days  when  the  slavery 
question  agitated  the  minds  of  both  North  and 
South,  was  a  stanch  Abolitionist,  and  cast  his  Presi- 
dential vote  both  for  J.  G.  Birney  and  John  P.  Hale. 
He  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
the  party,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  Postmaster 
of  Blissfield.  In  1860  he  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  the  State  Agricultural  College, 
in  which  position  he  served  efficiently  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  and  there  are  many  other  enterprises 
in  Lenawee  County  which  owe  their  success  to  his 
aid  and  influence.  He  has  acquitted  himself  cred- 
itably as  a  citizen  and  a  business  man,  and  stands 
foremost  among  the  representative  men  of  the 
county. 


^fjOHN  HANCOCK  CARLETON  was  one  of 
I  the  brave,  stout-hearted  picmeers  who  came 
I  to  Michigan  while  it  was  yet  under  Terri- 
(^P/  torial  government,  and  by  his  energy,  sound 
judgment,  and  decision  of  character,  rendered  valu- 
able assistance  in  developing  its  resources,  and  in 
establishing  its  civil,  social  and  religious  institu- 
tions.  He  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
born  in  the  town  of  Bath,  Grafton  County,  Oct.  16, 
1802.  His  father,  Jesse  Carleton,  a  farmer,  wns 
born  in  the  same  New  Hampshire  town,  and  was 
there  a  life-long  resident. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  among  the 
mountains  and  hills  of  his  native  State,  and  there 
breathed  in  the  spirit  of  independence  and  freedom 
with  which  he  was  so  largely  endowed.     His  early 
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life  was  passed  in  the  village  school  and  in  assisting 
in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm,  nntil  he  was  six- 
teen years  old,  when  his  father  died,  and  from  that 
time  he  supported  himself.  Going  to  Canada  soon 
after,  he  found  employment  in  the  timber  regions, 
and  remained  a  resident  of  the  Dominion  for 
several  years.  About  the  year  1830  he  again  be- 
came a  resident  of  t,he  United  States,  locating  in 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm 
laborer  the  ensuing  five  years.  In  1835  he  visited 
Lenaw^ee  County  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on 
sections  21  and  22  of  what  is  now  Hudson  Town- 
ship. After  securing  the  land  he  returned  to 
Waj^ne  County  for  his  famil}^  Having  made  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  journey,  he  started 
bright  and  early  one  pleasant  Monday  morning, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  their  two  small 
children,  for  his  new  home.  Their  conveyance, 
which  also  contained  provisions  and  furniture,  was 
a  large  wagon  drawn  by  horses  and  oxen,  the 
horses  being  attached  to  the  wagon  and  the  oxen 
ahead.  They  traveled  during  the  day,  stopping  at 
intervals  to  rest  and  refresh  themselves  and  their 
team  with  food,  and  camped  at  night,  until  the 
following  Sunday,  when  they  arrived  at  the  house 
of  »Tohn  Colwell,  on  section  1.  This  was  a  log 
cabin,  18x20  feet,  with  one  room  below  and  a  loft 
above.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colwell  were  at  church,  but 
the  latch-string  was  out  and  they  w^alked  in,  con- 
sidering it  a  very  delicate  invitation  to  accept  the 
freedom  of  the  cabin.  When  the  host  and  hostess 
returned  from  w^orship  they  w^elcomed  them  heartily, 
and  invited  them  to  remain  there  until  they  could 
build  a  house  on  their  own  land. 

Mr.  Carleton  at  once  commenced  clearing  a  space 
on  which  he  could  build,  and  in  a  week  had  a  log 
house  eighteen  feet  square  ready  for  occupancy. 
The  roof  was  covered  with  shakes  split  from  bass- 
wood  logs,  which,  nails  being  a  minus  quantity, 
were  weighted  by  poles  to  hold  them  in  place.  The 
floor  was  also  made  of  bass  wood  boards,  and  the 
chimney  was  comi)Osed  of  earth  and  sticks.  After 
chinking  the  cracks  in  the  cabin  with  chips  and 
mud,  they  had  as  comfortable  an  abode  as  could  be 
found  in  the  vicinit3^  There  being  no  stoves  in 
those  days,  Mrs.  Carleton  did  all  her  cooking  by 
the  open  fire.     The  forests  were  then  tenanted  by 


savage  beasts,  wn Id  game,  and  a  few  Indians;  the 
latter  were  peaceful  and  frequently  called  at  the 
cabin  for  food.  Mr.  Carleton  used  to  keep  the 
larder  well  supplied  ivith'  venison,  bear  steak  and 
turkej's,  not  having  far  to  travel  to  find  any  of 
tliese.  Mrs.  Carleton,  who  was  also  expert  in  the 
use  of  the  rifle,  did  not  hesitate  to  use  it  if  any  of 
the  wild  animals  came  prowling  around  the  cabin. 

Our  subject  cleared  a  farm  of  sixty  acres,  and 
resided  here  until  his  death,  which  took  place  Feb. 
9,  1872.  He  had  in  the  meantime  erected  a  good 
set  of  frame  buildings  and  made  other  substantial 
improvements.  Mr.  Carleton  was  a  man  of  un- 
swerving integrity,  great  ability,  and  shrewd  judg- 
ment. An  intelligent  reader  and  profound  thinker, 
his  keen  intellect  grappled  with  the  leading  ques- 
tions of  the  day.  He  was  a  strong  anti-slavery 
man,  and  tenaciously  upheld  his  opinions  when  he 
stood  nearly  alone  in  the  town  as  an  Abolitionist. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  later  in  life,  differing  with 
others  of  that  faith  concerning  certain  points  of 
their  creed,  he  severed  his  connection  with  that 
church  and  joined  the  Wesle^^an  Methodist. 

Previous  to  his  removal  to  Hudson  Mr.  Carleton 
had  married  Celestia  Elvira  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  2,  1816.  Her 
parents,  Daniel  and  Esther  (Shay)  Smith,  were 
natives  of  New  York,  her  father  having  been  born 
in  Dutchess  County,  and  her  mother  in  Canandaigua, 
Ontario  County.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  shoemaker  and 
farmer,  who  moved  with  his  family  from  New  York 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1831,  and  settled 
first  at  Plymouth,  where  they  resided  four  years. 
In  1835  he  took  up  Government  land  in  AV'illiams 
County,  Ohio,  wiiere  he  improved  a  farm,  and  there 
he  and  his  good  wife  spent  their  declining  years, 
both  dying  on  the  homestead.  Mrs.  Snaith's  parents 
were  the  Rev.  Anson  and  Hannah  Shay;  the  former 
was  a  Baptist  preacher,  well  known  throughout 
AVestern  New  Y^ork. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carleton  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Henry,  Mary  A.,  Almira,  Harrison 
and  W^ill  M.  Henry  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Beech  ; 
he  served  in  Company  A,  18th  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  died  in  a  rebel  prison  at  Selma,  Ala.,  thus  giving 
up  his  life  in  the  noble  cause  which  was  so  dear  to  the 
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heart  of  his  father.  Mary  married  Addison  Kidder 
and  died  in  1861 ;  Almira  married  Heman  Goodrich, 
and  died  in  August,  1872,  while  Harrison  died  in 
infancy;  Will  M.,  the  only  child  now  living,  is 
well  known,  not  only  in  his  native  State,  but 
throughout  the  country,  as  the  author  of  many 
charming  poems  and  ballads,  expressive  of  home 
life  and  incidents. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Carleton  has 
resided  a  part  of  the  time  in  Hudson  and  part  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  bright,  quick-witted  woman, 
bearing  well  her  threescore  and  twelve  years,  w^hile 
she  is  an  entertaining  conversationalist,  and  relates 
many  interesting  incidents  of  pioneer  life.  Shortly 
after  i;settling  in  her  home  in  Hudson,  her  hus- 
band being  away,  she  started  for  the  w^oods  to  find 
the  cattle  that  were  then  allowed  to  roam  at  will. 
She  followed  the  sound  of  tlie  bell  until  she  found 
herself  deep  in  the  wilderness,  when  suddenly  the 
tinkling  sound  of  the  bell  ceased,  and  she  knew 
that  the  cows  had  camped  for  the  night.  She  fol- 
lowed their  trail,  however,  which  led  her  into  a 
swamp,  when  darkness  came  on  and  she  could  no 
longer  distinguish  their  tracks.  Then,  realizing 
that  she  was  lost,  she  called  aloud  for  help,  little 
expecting  that  any  one  would  hear  her  cry.  She 
was  answered  by  the  howling  of  hungry  wolves  in 
the  distance,  but  luckily  for  her  she  was  near  the 
cattle,  which  began  to  low  when  they  heard  her 
voice.  Thus  encouraged  she  followed  the  bell, 
which  again  was  heard,  and  found  the  cows,  which 
then  led  the  way  home.  Before  reaching  the  house- 
she  met  her  husband,  who  had  in  the  meantime 
returned,  coming  to  look  for  her,  being  seriously 
alarmed  at  her  absence.  Did  space  allow  we  would 
like  to  relate  many  other  incidents  of  her  pioneer 
life. 

_v ^^ ^ 

^|/SEL  CURE.     One   of  the    most  attractive 
homesteads  in    Rome    Township    occupies 
the    northeast    quarter    of   section  2,    and 
^  comprises  a  fine  body  of  land  of  160  acres, 

with  handsome  and  substantial  buildings.  The 
proprietor  has  evidently  taken  a  sensible  view  of 
life,  and  has  endeavored  to  surround  himself  and 
family  with  those  things  which,  while  fully  supply- 
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ing  the  creature  comforts,  also  tend  to  cultivate 
the  tastes  and  strengthen  those  genial  qualities 
which  form  the  true  happiness  of  a  home. 

The  Empire  State  has  contributed  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  men  w^ho  came  to  Southern  Michigan 
during  its  early  settlement,  and  whose  thrift  and 
industry  have  brought  it  to  its  present  position. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  that  State 
in  Orleans  County,  April  17,  1832,  and  is  the  son 
of  Hiram  Cure,  a  native  of  the  same  State.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Cure, 
emigrated  from  Germany  during  his  youth  and 
settled  in  New  York  State,  then,  after  the  removal 
of  his  son  to  this  county,  he  joined  him  here  and 
died  in  Adrian  Township  at  an  advanced  age.  He 
was  a  stonemason  by  trade,  and  an  honest  and  in- 
dustrious man,  who  was  prompt  in  meeting  his  obli- 
gations, and  otherwise  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  good 
citizen.  His  wife,  Eleanor,  a  native  of  his  own 
country,  died  in  New  York  State.  Grandfather 
Cure  built  his  house  in  Vermont  from  money  re- 
ceived as  a  bounty  on  w^olves,  in  the  hunting  of 
which  he  was  an  expert  and  which  he  followed  for 
fifteen  years.  Plis  wife  survived  him  four  years, 
and  was  about  eighty-one  years  old  at  the  time  of 
her  decease. 

Hiram  Cure  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm 
during  his  boyhood,  and  upon  leaving  home  en- 
gaged on  the  Erie  Canal  until  his  marriage.  This 
event  occurred  about  the  time  of  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, the  maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Cla- 
rissa, daughter  of  Asel  Carter,  who  was  of  New^ 
England  ancestry.  Mr.  Carter  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  suffered  many  hardships  which  left 
their  after  effects  upon  his  constitution,  and  on  ac- 
count of  which  he  received  a  pension  from  the 
Government;  he  died  in  Vermont,  when  over 
eighty-five  years  of  age.  Hiram  Cure  upon  coming 
to  this  county  settled  first  in  Adrian  Township, 
whence  he  removed  later  to  Rollin,  and  from  there 
to  the  farm  in  Rome  Township,  where  he  spent  his 
last  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  nineteen  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  which  took  place 
in  New  York  State.  She  came  to  the  West  with 
her  husband,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years, 
while  the  family  was  residing  in  Rollin  Township. 
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They  reared  tbree  sons  and  three  daughters:  Linas 
N.  served  throughout  the  Mexican  War,  in  which 
he*  distinguished  himself  for  his  bravery,  receiving 
the  approval  of  his  superior  officers  and  the  admira- 
tion of  his  comrades.  Later  he  followed  the  sea. 
and  upon  the  starting  out  of  Dr.  Kane's  expedition  to 
the  polar  seas,  embarked  upon  that  ill-fated  voyage 
and  was  never  heard  of  more.  He  was  for  several 
years  on  Lakes  Michigan  and  Erie,  and  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River. 

Asel  Cure  continued  in  his  native  county  until  a 
lad  twelve  years  of  age,  then  ran  away  from  home 
and  followed  seafaring  on  the  lakes  for  twenty-one 
years.     He    w\as    steward    and    second    mate,    and 
filled  other  positions,  and  continued  as  a  sailor  on@ 
year  after  his  marriage.    This  event  was  celebrated 
in  Adrian,  on  the  8th  of  January,  18G7,  his  bride 
being   Miss   Lasira    Baker.     Mrs.   Cure    was    born 
March   3,    1847,    in    Rome  Township,   and    is  the 
daughter  of  Norman  and  Harriett  (Robinson)  Baker, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York;  the   mother  now 
resides  in  Rome  Township.     The  young  people  set- 
tled upon  a  small  farm    of  twenty    acres   in  Rome 
Township,  and  a  year  later  Mr.  Cure  sold  this  prop- 
erty and  purchased  sixty  acres  on  section  2,  in  the 
same  township.     Upon  this   there  was  nothing   in 
the   way  of  improvements,  with  the  exception  of 
an  old  frame  building  which  hardly  deserved  to  be 
called  a  house.     Mr.  Cure  set  himself  industriously 
to  work,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years   had  ef- 
fected fine  improvements  upon  his   place   and   was 
the  owner  of  150  acres.     His  buildings  are  put  up 
in  modern  style,  and  supplied  Avith   every  conven- 
ience   which    taste  and  means  can  suggest.     The 
dwelling  is  finely  finished  and  furnished,  and  indi- 
cates in  all   respects  the  abode  of  people  of  culti- 
vated tastes  and   ample  means.     Mr.  Cure  has  ex- 
pended over  $7,000  upon  his  buildings  alone,   and 
there  are  probably   none   handsomer  in  the    town- 
ship.    The   residence    stands    in   Rome   Township, 
but  the  land  is  across  the  line  in  Cambridge  Town- 
ship.    The  family  includes  three  bright  children: 
Clera,  who  was  born   April    10,    1873;   Jennie  P., 
March  3,  1879,  and  Channing,  March  24,  1887. 

The    Baker    family,    including   the    father    and 

uncles  of  Mrs.  Cure,  are  well-known  residents  and 

*    pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,     They  are   uniformly 


thrifty  and  well-to-do,  and  have  contributed  their 
full  quota  toward  the  building  up  of  this  section. 
Mr.  Cure  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  but 
is  no  politician,  preferring  to  give  his  time  and 
attention  to  his  personal  interests. 


/  OHN  A.  BAER.  The  old  reliable  Keystone 
State  has  given  generously  of  her  sons  to  the 
settlement  of  the  great  West,  and  right  man- 
fully have  they  performed  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them.  To  their  strong  arms  and  resolute  wills  is 
Michigan,  like  many  of  her  sister  States,  indebted 
for  the  full  development  of  her  resources.  In  this 
mighty  work  the  Baer  family  have  borlie  no  unim- 
portant part. 

Peter  Baer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  April  17,  1804.  and  while 
an  infant  his  parents  removed  to  Berks  County, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  His  boyhood 
days  were  spent  amid  the  quiet  scenes  of  country 
life,  and  his  recreation  consisted  largely  in  listening 
to  the  tales  told  him  of  his  ancestors.  These  he  in 
turn  related  to  his  sons  and  from  which,  as  related 
to  the  biographer,  we  gather  the  following  facts. 
The  great-grandfather  of  Peter  Baer,  a  native  of 
Germany,  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  two  brothers 
in  company  with  General  LaFayette,  and  were  all 
engaged  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  After  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Colonists  had  been  established, 
the  brothers  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 

Peter  continued  working  at  the  weaver's  trade, 
which  he  had  learned  during  his  younger  years,  and 
followed  this  calling  in  Pennsylvania  until  1847, 
then  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio  and  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent 
education,  having  been  under  the  instruction  of 
private  tutors,  and  was  especially  proficient  in  the 
German  language.  He  was  first  married,  Feb.  6, 
1825,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Sophia  Smith,  who  were  also  from  Pennsylvania. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children, 
namely  :  Samuel  S.,  John  A.,  Elizabeth  A.,  Peter  L., 
Sophia  and  Benjamin  (deceased),  Lydia  Ann,  La- 
vina  and  Jane.  About  1847  the  family  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  the  father  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
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in  Fulton  County.  The  mother  died  soon  after 
this  removal  and  the  home  was  then  broken  up. 
Peter  Baer  engaged  as  elerk  in  a  store  in  Fulton 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  here  a  second  time  married,  to 
Mrs.  Elmira  (Woolsey)  Whiting,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel W.  and  Mary  (Jones)  Woolsey,  and  widow 
of  Hiram  S.  Whiting,  who  died  while  a  resident  of 
Washtenaw  County.  Mrs.  Baer  was  born  Nov.  13, 
1808,  and  passed  her  early  years  in  Seneca,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.  Of  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Whiting 
there  were  born  the  following-named  children: 
Their  eldest  daughter,  Matilda,  is  a  resident  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  is  now  fifty  years  of  age;  Amanda, 
Mrs.  Holcomb,  is  forty-eight,  and  resides  in  Bloom- 
ville,  Ohio;  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Holcomb, 
the  Mayor  of  Bloomville,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio;  she  is 
forty-eight  years  old.  Lou  visa  was  first  married  to 
Benjamin  Baer,  her  second  husband  was  Henry 
Mull,  and  her  present  husband  is  John  D.  Smith,  of 
Medina  Township;  Maria  died  when  about  nineteen 
years  of  age;  Lucinda  is  forty-one  years  old,  and 
lives  in  Anoka,  Minn.;  Louis  died  March  18,  1886, 
aged  thirty-six  years. 

Of  the  second  marriage  of  Peter  Baer  there  were 
born  nine  children:  The  eldest  son,  Samuel,  is 
farming  in  La  Porte,  Ind. ;  John  remains  at  the 
homestead  in  Medina  Township;  Elizabeth  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Fayette,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio;  Peter  and  Lydia 
are  residents  of  Medina  Township,  this  county; 
Lavinia  is  in  Morenci,  and  Jane  in  Medina. 

John  A.  Baer,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was 
born  in  Fayette,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  eJuly  18,  1827. 
When  a  boy  he  occupied  much  of  his  time  with  his 
father  in  the  weavers'  shop,  and  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Soon  after 
reaching  his  majority  he  was  married  to  a  maiden 
of  his  own  county.  Miss  Charlotte  White,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  on  the 
13th  of  August,  1848.  The  young  people  began 
life  together  in  Medina  Township,  and  the  house- 
hold circle  in  due  time  was  brightened  by  the  birth 
of  a  large  family  of  children,  recorded  as  follows: 
James  L.  is  in  Dakota;  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy; 
Harriet  died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  and  Sarah  at 
the  age  of  sixteen;  Alice  is  now  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
and  resides  in  Munson ;  Martha  became  the  wife  of 
William  Lifort,  and  is  living  in  Medina  Township; 


William  and  Gideon  are  deceased;  Susanna  is  the 
wife  of  Scott  Sturtevant,  of  Morenci,  while  Rose 
Ann  married  John  Williamson,  of  Canada,  and  lives 
in  that  country. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Baer  died  in  Medina  Town- 
ship, Sept.  14,  1865,  and  Mr.  Baer  was  a  second 
time  married,  to  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  (George)  Hul- 
bon,  widow  of  Gideon  Hulbon,  and  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Catharine  (Dormoyer)  George.  Of 
this  union  there  is  one  child,  a  daughter  Rosa.  The 
first  marriage  of  Mrs.  Baer  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
a  daughter  and  a  son,  named  Helena  and  Ervin. 

Mr.  Baer  owns  and  occupies  a  good  farm  of  155 
acres  on  section  33,  in  Medina  Township,  where  he 
has  effected  good  improvements  and  has  surrounded 
himself  and  his  family  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 
He  has  now  passed  his  threescore  j^ears,  but  is  still 
healthy  in  mind  and  body,  and  able  to  give  his  at- 
tention to  various  departments  of  his  chosen  calling. 
He  is  worthily  filling  his  niche  as  a  reliable  factor 
of  an  intelligent  and  prosperous  community.  His 
estimable  wife  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  Politically,  Mr.  Baer  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party. 


HARLES  DUNHAM  is  a  prosperous  busi- 
;  ^  ness  man  of  Hudson,  and  head  of  the  firm 
^^y  Dunham  &  Son,  dealers  in  hardware.  He 
was  born  in  Brockville,  Canada,  Aug.  11,  1812. 
Ephraim  Dunham,  his  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Holland,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  he  came  to 
America  in  the  company  of  two  brothers,  and  set- 
tled in  Saratoga  Connty,  N.  Y.,  as  a  pioneer.  He 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Half  Moon  Township,  and  improved  quite  a  large 
farm,  while  he  also  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
at  Half  Moon  Point,  now  Waterford,  and  remained 
a  resident  of  that  place  until  his  death,  about  1820. 
William  Dunham,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood  in  that 
town  and  there  married  Nellie  DuBois,  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  daughter  of  Gideon 
DuBois,  of  German  ancestry,  and  a  farmer  of 
Greenfield  Township,  Saratoga  County.  Some  years 
after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunham  went,  in  De- 
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eember,  1811,  to  Canada  to  make  their  home    in 
Brockville,  but  in  the  winter  of  1812-13  after  war 
had  been  declared,  Mr.  Dunham  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  country  as  he  sympathized  with    the  United 
States,  and  in  consequence  his  hfe  was  endangered. 
He  had  to  conceal  himself  for  some  days  before  he 
could  effect  his  escape  from   the  country,  but  one 
night  he  and  his  family  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a 
sleigh  crossed  the  lake  on  the  ice  to   New  York, 
leaving  all  their  property  except  what  they  could 
take  with  them.     His  lands,  which  comprised   GOO 
acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  now  included  in  the 
village  of  Brockville,  were  then  confiscated  by  tlie 
British  Government.     He  returned  to  Half  Moon, 
where  he  managed  his  father's  farm  for  a  few  years, 
and  tlien  bought  a  farm  in  Greenfield  and  resided 
tliere  for  some  years.     He  finally  sold  this  property 
and  removing  to  North  Bristol,  made  his  home  with 
his  son  until  his  death,  in  1845.     His  wife  died  in 
the  spring  of  1878  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  m 
East   Bloomfield,  N.    Y.,  at  the   advanced    age  of 
ninety-six  years  and  seven  montlis.     They  were  tlie 
parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity, married  and  reared  families. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  child  of 
his  parents,  and  was  but  a  few  months  old  when  he 
took  that  eventful  ride    across  the  lake  in  their 
escape  from  British  persecution;    he  was  the  only 
one  of  their  children  born  on  Canadian  soil.     His 
father  having  lost  his  property  the  sons  had  early 
to  work  for  their  living,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  our  subject  was  sent  out  to  work,  receiving 
at  first  but  |4  a  month.     His  wages  were  afterward 
increased,  until  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  received 
19  per  month  for  one  year.     He  worked  on  a  farm 
in  Middletown,  and  from  the  time  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  he  was 
engaged  in  a  hotel.     He  then  commenced  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  serving  two  years,  after 
which  he  did  journey  work  for  one  year,  and  then 
engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  Middletown, 
where  he  remained  until  1 838. 

In  the  meantime  our  subject  was  married,  Dec. 
•23,  1835,  to  Harriet  Canfleld,  a  native  of  Durham, 
N.  y.,  and  daughter  of  Asahel  and  Jerusha  (Ham- 
lin) Canfleld,  natives  of  the  same  State.  In  1838 
Mr.  Dunham  went  to  Bristol,  Ontario  County,  and 


bought  a  farm  which  he   managed  for  two  years, 
then  removed  to  Monroe  County  and  managed  his 
father-in-law's  farm  for  the  succeeding  two  years; 
after  that  he  resumed  his  trade  in  Fittsford.     At 
the  end  of  three  years  he  returned  again  to  farming, 
having  bought  land  near  Fittsford,  but  after  operat- 
ing that  farm  for  four  years  he  sold  it  and  removed 
to'the  village  of  Fittsford,  where  he  worked  as  a 
carpenter  until  1856,  and  then  spent  the  winter  in 
Ohio.     The  six  months  following  his  return  to  New 
York  he  spent  in  Fittsford,  and  next  went  to  Cay- 
uoa    County  and  invested  in  another  farm,  which 
he  conducted   for  two  years.     His  next  move  was 
to  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture and  bottling  of  mineral  water,  but  the  third 
year  a  dishonest   partner  ran  away   with  a  part  of 
their  funds  and  broke   up   the  business.     He  then 
I    concluded  to   come  to   Michigan  and   try    in  this 
State  to  retrieve  his  fallen  fortunes.  He  first  stopped 
1    in  Ypsilanti,  and  soon  after  invested  in  eighty  acres 
of  land  two  miles  from  the  city,  where  he    made 
his  home  for  six  years.     Then  he  sold  this  property 
at  an  advanced  price,  and  bought  another  farm  of 
160  acres  three  miles  from  the  city,  on  which  he 
made  his  home  for  two  years,  during  which  time 
his  wife  died,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1867.     She  was 
an  estimable  woman,  and  was  held  in  respect  by  all 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance.    She  was 
the  mother  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living,  and  are  recorded  as  follows:     Asahel  C.  is 
in  business  with  his  father;  Addle  M.  married  W. 
H.  Y'ost,  and  they  now  live  In  Kansas  City;  Hattie 
married  W.  M.  Ellsworth,  of  Sandusky  City,  Ohio, 
and  Charles  A.  lives  in  Kansas  City. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Dunham  disposed 
of  his  farm  near  Ypsilanti,  and  then  engaged  In 
the  hardware  business  with  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Yost, 
and  his  son  Asahel,  as  partners,  in  the  town  of 
Hudson.  Two  years  later  he  bought  out  his  son- 
in-law's  Interest  in  the  business,  and  he  and  his  son 
carry  a  large  and  varied  stock  of  goods,  and  have 
built  up  a  good  trade. 

Mr.  Dunham  was  a  second  time  married,  Oct.  27, 
1869,  being  then  united  to  Mrs.  Samantha  M. 
(Beals)  Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mo- 
rlah,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  26, 1820.  Her  father, 
Caleb  Beals,  was  born  in  Flalnfleld,  Mass.,  and  was 
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married  in  Adams,  the  same  State,  to  Lydia  Slier- 
man,  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  They  went  to 
Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  bought  a  farm  in 
Moriah  Township.  They  afterward  lived  in  differ- 
ent places  in  New  York  State  until  their  removal, 
in  1834,  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where  they 
located  in  the  town  of  Adrian,  then  but  a  small 
village  with  a  few  scattering  buildings,  Tecumseh 
being  at  that  time  the  county  seat.  Mr.  Beals 
bought  a  lot  and  put  up  a  house  aud  theu  worked 
at  his  trade,  making  his  home  there  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  in  1855,  near 
Litchfield,  this  State,  while  visiting  his  daughter. 
His  wife  died  in  Massachusetts  while  there  on  a 
visit  in  1854;  her  remains  were  brought  to  Adrian 
and  now  rest  in  Oakwood  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  D.'s  first  husband  was  Reuben  Wheeler,  a 
native  of  Gardner,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  and  a 
cabinet-maker  by  trade,  to  whom  she  was  married 
June  9,  1842.  In  1840  he  came  to  Adrian,  and 
soon  after  opened  a  furniture  store  and  chair  fac- 
tory, and  continued  in  business  there  until  his 
death,  in  1854,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  in  California  for  his  health;  the  last  year  he 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  Two  children 
were  born  of  that  marriage :  Charles  IL,  who  served 
in  Campany  C,  18th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  died 
in  a  rebel  prison;  and  Alfred  R.,  who  lives  in 
VVoonsocket,  Dak. 

"mI  ^^^^'^^^  HART,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
(@yull    of  Hudson  Township,    is  a  native  of  this 
place,  and  resides  with  his  mother  and  sis- 
0J  ter  on    the    homestead  on  section    11,   of 

which  he  has  had  charge  since  his  father's  death. 
He  was  born  Aug.  16,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
Hart,  grandson  of  Harvey  Hart,  and  great-grand- 
son of  Jabez  Hart,  who  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  locating  in  that 
section  of  the  country  when  it  was  on  the  extreme 
western  frontier.  He  improved  a  farm  and  re- 
mained there  until  his  death.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  county.  He 
was  a  carpenter  by  occupation,  and  having  received 
a  tract  of  land  in  Yictor  Township  from  his  father, 


he  cleared  the  timber  from  it  and  developed  a  farm. 
He  married  Mary  Jackson,  who,  it  is  thought, 
was  born  in  Perrmton,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  both  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  Victor 
Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  that  home- 
stead   and  there  studied  agriculture    in    its    many 
phases,   and   was  engaged   in   agricultural   pursuits 
during  his  entire  life.       He  resided  in  his  native 
place  until  1837,  when,  accompanied  by  his  wife  he 
came  to  Michigan  via  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie 
to  Toledo,  then  by  rail  to  Adrian,  the  western  ter- 
minus of  the    railway,    the  cars   being    drawn    by 
horses.      There  a  hired  conveyance  took  them   to 
Wheatland,    Hillsdale  County,  where  he  owned  a 
tract  of  land  given  him  by  his  father,  of  which  a 
very  small  piece  was  already  cleared  and  contained 
a  log  house.     He  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  with 
these  did  the  farming  and  marketing.       After  liv- 
ing  there    some  months    he  removed    to    Hudson 
Township,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  which  he 
had  bought  prior  to  his  removal  from   New  York, 
and   on  wdiich  he  had  built  a  log  cabin  during  his 
residence  in  Wheatland.       The  cabin  was  chinked 
with   chips    and    mud,   the  chimney   was    built  of 
earth  and  sticks,  and  it  had  a  puncheon  floor.  They 
took  possession  of   this  dwelling  in  the   month  of 
December,  and  found  that  Nature  had  adorned  the 
interior  for  them  with  a  fringe   of   icicles.      There 
was  no  door,  but  a  blanket   was   hung  to  protect 
them  from  the  wind.     The  fire   was  soon  built,  but 
imagine    their    dismay    when    they    saw  the    mud 
hearth,   which  they    had  constructed  so  carefully, 
begin  to  thaw  and  the  andirons  gradually  sink  un- 
til they  were  almost  lost  to  sight.  Mr.  Hart  worked 
in  clearing    the  land,  as   his  health  permitted,  until 
1839,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  State  and  en- 
gaged in  farming   in   Royalton,   Niagara   County. 
In  1844  he  again  came  to  Hudson   Township,  and 
took    possession,   remaining  here    until  his    death, 
Dec.  15,  1880.      He  had  in   the  meantime   cleared 
130  acres  of  land  and  erected  a  good  set  of   build- 
ings.    His  marriage  took  place  Feb.  17, 1835,  when 
he  was  united  to  Elvira  Ladd,  who  was  born   in 
Schuyler,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  18,  1814.     Of 
this    union   three  children    were  born — Llewellyn, 
Marion  E.   and  Albert.     The  eldest  is  married  and    i 
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lives  in  Hadson  Township,  adjoining  the  old  home- 
stead, and  the  other  two  remain  at  home  with  their 
mother. 

Mrs.  John  Hart's  father,  John  Ladd,  was  a  native 
of  New  England,  and  his  father,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  also  named  John,  was  a  pio- 
neer of  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  soldier  of  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  a  Baptist  preacher  and  a 
farmer,  and  improved  a  farm  in  Schuyler,  where  he 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life.  His  son  John, 
though  born  in  New  England,  spent  the  most  of 
his  early  life  on  the  homestead  in  Herkinier  County, 
N.  Y.,  remaining  there  until  1816,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Victor,  Ontario  County,  and  bought  a 
farm  on  which  he  lived  until  his  decease.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Betsey  Olney,  was  born  in 
New  England  and  died  on  the  homestead  in  Vic- 
tor. 

Albert  Hart  has  always  resided  in  Hudson  Town- 
ghip,  where  he  follows  the  pursuit  to  which  he  was 
reared,  finding  it  a  profitable  and  healthful  occupa- 
tion. Besides  tilling  the  soil  he  is  much  interested 
in  stock-raising.  Short-horns  being  his  favorite 
breed,  and  he  has  a  fine  herd  of  well-graded  cattle. 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  was  aroused  in  the  breast 
of  our  subject  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
and  he  enlisted  Sept.  10,  1861,  in  Company  A,  72d 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  as  a  private. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  the  sieges 
of  Vicksburg  and  Corinth,  and  other  minor  engage- 
ments. He  was  promoted  for  gallant  conduct  to 
Second  Lieutenant,  then  First  Lieutenant,  and  sub- 
sequently to  the  rank  of  Captain.  After  two  years' 
service  he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill- 
health.  Mr.  Hart  was  a  brave  soldier  and  is  a  good 
citizen,  living  an  honest,  upright  life,  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
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JACOB  REED  is  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
13,  Dover  Township,  where  he  owns  a  fine 
farm.  His  parents  were  of  German  ancestry, 
and  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where  his 
father,  Jacob  Reed,  was  born  in  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty, Aug.  2,  1800.     He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 


and  married,  in  Fayette,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Cather- 
ine Smith,  who  was  born  in  Turbot,  Northumber- 
land Co.,  Pa.,  April  27,  1801.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  settled  in  Fayette,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  they  passed  their  wedded  life.  The  father 
died  Nov.  17,  1869  ;  the  mother  Dec.  14, 1876.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  John, 
Jacob,  Charles,  William,  Franklin,  Elizabeth,  Han- 
nah, Enoch,  Anna  S.  and  Edward.  Charles  died  in 
Fayette,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1863;  William  lives  in 
New  York  State;  Franklin  died  when  about  tw^elve 
years  of  age,  Feb.  2,  1842;  Elizabeth  resides  in 
Fayette,  N.  Y.;  Hannah  died  in  infancy;  Enoch 
lives  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. ;  Anna  S.  died  in  that 
county,  July  27,  1886,  while  Edward  lives  in  Madi- 
son Township,  this  county. 

Jacob  Reed  was  born  in  Fayette,  Seneca  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Sept.  30,  1825,  and  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  rendering  his  father 
valuable  assistance  in  the  management  of  his  farm, 
and  receiving  in  return  many  practical  lessons  from 
his  worthy  sire,  which  contributed  to  his  advance- 
ment in  later  life.  After  leaving  the  home  of  his 
parents,  he  began  to  work  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  business  he  followed  the  most  of  the  time  for 
fifteen  years.  After  that  he  returned  to  his  original 
occupation  of  farming,  and  remained  in  Seneca 
County  until  1 850.  For  the  next  ten  years  he  lived 
in  Central  New  York  and  Ohio,  spending  three  years 
in  the  latter  State.  In  the  spring  of  1860  he  came 
to  Lenawee  County,  and  casting  in  his  fortunes  with* 
this  State,  settled  in  Dover  Township,  as  he  was 
pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  country  round 
about.  He  afterward  returned  to  his  native  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  marrying  the  woman  who  was  to 
be  of  such  valuable  assistance  to  him  in  making  a 
home  in  this  State.  His  marriage  with  Mrs.  Su- 
sanna (Gambee)  Kuney  took  place  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1861.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  C.  (Gamber)  Gambee, 
and  the  widow  of  Reuben  Kuney,  who  died  in  Fay- 
ette, Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  12,  1854.  By  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Kuney  she  had  three  children — 
Lorenzo,  Minerva  R.  and  one  unnamed.  They  are 
all  dead. 

Jacob  Gambee  was  born   in  Berks  County,  Pa., 
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J  Illy  11,  1784,  and  his  wife  was  also  born  in  that 
county,  Jan.  26,  1791.  They  spent  their  married 
life  in  Fayette,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  Reed,  was  born  April  25,  1825.  Mrs. 
Garabee  died  March  9,  1865,  and  Mr.  Gam  bee 
Feb.  22,  1868.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children — Mary  E.,  Daniel,  George  and  another 
(twins),  Jacob,  John,  Mary  C,  Rebecca,  Jesse,  Su- 
sanna, John  B.,  William  and  Sarah  A. 

Mr,  Reed  has  a  farm  of  160  acres,  which  is  very 
productive,  and  has  well  repaid  his  care  and  toil. 
lie  has  made  many  valuable  improvements,  among 
which  is  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  which  greatly  add 
to  the  attractiveness  of  his  farm.  The  wedded  life 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  children — Franklin  J.  and  Mary  C.  Mr.  Reed 
worthily  fills  his  position  in  this  township  as  an  hon- 
est and  industrious  citizen.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  and  his  wife  are 
earnest  and  conscientious  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

b™  AGRANGE  H.  DEWEY,  of  Palmyra  Town- 
)  ship,  is  recalled  to  mind  as  one  of  its  earli- 
)  est  settlers  and  a  man  who  has  been  remark- 
ably prosperous  in  his  undertakings,  especially  in  his 
efforts  to  build  up  a  home  and  secure  a  competency. 
He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  finest  farm 
estates  in  Lenawee  County,  which  he  built  up  mainly 
from  the  uncultivated  soil,  and  during  his  early 
manhood  labored  early  and  late,  thinking  no  effort 
too  great  for  the  end  in  view.  He  was  ere  long 
recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  young 
township  struggling  into  being,  and  to  the  com- 
munity working  against  odds  to  establish  itself  in 
an  undeveloped  Territory.  He  has  lived  to  see  the 
once  dense  tracts  of  forests  blooming  into  culti- 
vated farms  and  smiling  fields,  and  the  places  where 
wild  animals  roamed  now  the  dwelling-place  of 
high-bred  farm  stock  and  all  the  other  appurtenances 
of  civilization. 

Mr.  Dewey  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  1^, 
June  17,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram  D.  and 
Sarah  (Linsley)  Dewey,  also  natives  of  New  York 
State,  where  the  father  was  born  Oct.  2,  1802.  The 
i^- — — — — ^ — — .«-..«. — ««„««-- 


latter  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Dewey ^  who  began  life 
in  1763,  and  distinguished  himself  as  a  drumiier 
bo}^  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Indians,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years  and  was  then  released ;  he  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich. 

The  father  of  our  subject  when  a  young  man 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage located  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y^.,  where 
he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  and  employed  him- 
self in  farming,  carpentering  and  teaching  until 
1841.  He  then  sold  out,  and  coming  into  this 
county  located  first  in  Madison  Township,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  six  years  on  rented  land  and 
then  purchased  the  land  which  constitutes  the  pres- 
ent homestead  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Dewey  was  to  pay 
$1,200  for  the  entire  tract  of  160  acres.  Only  a 
few  acres  of  this  land  was  cleared,  the  remainder 
being  covered  with  heavj^  timber,  but  upon  it  were 
two  log  houses,  only  one,  however,  suitable  for  a 
dwelling.  In  1852,  desiring  a  change  of  scene,  he 
went  to  California  where  he  spent  three  years,  but 
returned  in  poor  health  and  died  not  long  afterward, 
in  the  spring  of  1857.  The  mother  survived  until 
June,  1886,  and  passed  away  at  the  old  homestead. 
The  parental  household  included  five  children,  of 
whom  only  three  lived  to  reach  their  majority ;  our 
subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  family  and  the  only  son. 

Mr.  Dewey  was  but  a  lad  eleven  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county.  He 
was  reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and  as  soon  as  his 
services  could  be  utilized,  employed  himself  in  as- 
sisting to  clear  the  land  and  build  up  a  homestead. 
He  was  given  a  half  interest  in  the  last  purchase  of 
land  which  his  father  made  and  which  has  been  his 
residence  continuously  since  that  time.  He  has 
sixty  acres  of  land  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, with  substantial  farm  buildings,  a  good  orchard 
of  apple  trees  and  a  fine  assortment  of  the  smaller 
fruits. 

Mr.  Dewey  was  married,  Nov.  6,  1856,  to  Miss 
Charity  A.  Wines,  a  native  of  New^  York  State,  and 
the  daughter  of  Surrajah  and  Jane  A.  (Phillips) 
Wines,  natives  of  the  same  State.  They  passed 
away  several  years  ago  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  became  the  parents  of  two 
children:  LaFayette  L.,    who  was  born  Nov.  21, 
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1858,  and  is  iu)\v  ;it  home,  niid    Ella,   the    wife   of 
George  Nichols,  of  Cold  water,  Mich. 

The  early  home  of  Mrs.  Dewey  was  in  Wolcott, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  her  birth  took  place  May 
2,  1 83^1  Her  father  was  the  son  of  James  Wines, 
who  spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  York  State,  The 
former,  like  his  father,  followed  farming  all  his  life, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1848,  where  he  died  in 
Kalamazoo.  He  located  on  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
and  in  clearing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  experi- 
enced all  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
settlement  in  a  new  country.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Dewey  was  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Phillips,  and 
surviving  her  husband  some  years,  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  at  Tecumseh.  Mr.  Dewey  has 
always  been  a  Republican  in  politics. 
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^^i^ALENTINE  WENZEL  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
Wj/  many,  having  been  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
W^  Dec.  25,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Valentine 
and  Mary  (Hute)  Wenzel,  natives  of  Germany,  in 
which  country  their  entire  lives  were  passed.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  besides  his  brother  George, 
and  a  half-brother,  Frederic  Foote,  both  of  whom 
are  now  living  in  Baltimore,  are  the  only  members 
of  the  family  that  came  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Wenzel  received  a  good  education  in  his  na- 
tive country,  attending  the  public  schools  there 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  during  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  he  remained  at  home  assisting  his  fa- 
ther on  the  farm.  This  life  did  not  satisfy  him, 
and  feeling  sure  that  more  lucrative  employment 
could  be  found  in  the  New  World,  he  left  home  in 
June,  1840,  and  sailing  down  the  River  Rhine  to 
Rotterdam,  there  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  to 
America.  After  a  stormy  vo.yage  of  forty-five 
days  he  disembarked  in  New  York  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1840,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  thence  to  Baltimore,  where  he  resided 
for  the  next  two  years  with  his  half-brother.  He 
then  went  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  jewelry  trade,  and  subsequently 
established  himself  in  that  business  in  Cumberland, 
remaining  there  until  1856.     In  that  year,   being 


seized  with  the  western  fever,  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  found  employment  in  a  machine-shop  in  Adrian, 
where  he  worked  for  one  year.  We  next  hear  of 
him  in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  township  of  Wright,  ten  acres  of  which 
had  been  cleared  and  contained  a  log  cabin;  he  re- 
mained there  some  years,  clearing  a  farm  and  erect- 
ing good  frame  buildings.  In  1868  our  subject 
embarked  in  a  mercantile  enterprise,  carrying  on  a 
general  merchandise  store  in  Waldron,  but  after  a 
year's  experience  in  that  line  disposed  of  his  stock 
and  resumed  farming  in  Wright  Township.  In 
1876  he  removed  to  Hudson  Township  and  bought 
a  tract  of  land  near  the  village,  on  which  he  has 
erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  and  is  now  living  in 
retirement  from  the  active  duties  of  life. 

Mr.  Wenzel  was  married  in  October,  1846,  to 
Catharine  Needheimer,  who  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land  County,  Pa.,  in  October,  1828.  To  her  and  her 
husband  were  born  ten  children — Eleanora,  Clara 
P.,  Charles  E.,  William  H.,  Mary  C,  Frank  J.,  Carrie, 
George  W.,  Stella  I.  and  Edward  J.  Eleanora  mar- 
ried F.  A.  Smith,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. ;  Clara  P. 
is  the  wife  of  J.  Vanderwert,  of  Mankato,  Minn.; 
Charles  lives  in  Minneapolis,  William  in  Clifford, 
Dak.,  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Jacobs,  of 
Butte  City,  Mont. 

In  politics  Mr.  Wenzel  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
warm  supporter  and  believer  in  the  institutions  of 
this  his  adopted  country.  In  religion  he  and  his 
wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  in  daily  life  practice  the  precepts  to 
which  they  subscribe. 

ANIEL  WEBSTER  TEACHOUT,  form- 
erly of  Rome  Township,  but  now  of  the 
city  of  Adrian,  is  well  known  as  an  active 
farmer  and  trader  in  stock,  and  is  a  man  of 
tact,  enterprise  and  thrift.  He  owns  a  most  excel- 
lent farm,  which  is  situated  in  Madison  Township, 
directly  west  of  Adrian,  and  contains  commodious 
and  substantial  farm  buildings. 

Mr.  Teachout  was  born  in  Rome  Township, 
Lenawee  County,  July  18,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of 
Welcome  and  Melinda  (Howland)  Teachout,  natives 
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of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  They  emigrated  from 
New  York  to  Lenawee  County  in  1843,  and  settled 
on  section  10,  in  Rome  Township,  but  soon  after- 
ward changed  to  section  9,  where  they  opened  and 
improved  a  splendid  farm,  upon  which  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1860.  In  that  year  the  father 
moved  to  Adrian,  and  located  on  Michigan  avenue, 
where  he  built  a  fine  brick  residence,  in  which  he 
died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  leav- 
ing a  wife  and  one  son  and  daughter.  These  chil- 
dren are  D.  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Mary 
E.,  the  wife  of  Alfonzo  Stoddard,  who  lives  in 
Rome  Center,  this  county,  and  owns  the  homestead 
where  her  father  first  settled. 

D.  W.  Teachout  spent  his  youth  on  the  farm  in 
Rome  Township,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school,  and  grew  up  to  farm  work,  in  which  he  be- 
came much  skilled.  In  1863  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  L,  11th  Michigan  Cavalry,  and 
accompanied  his  regiment  when  it  went  soon  after 
to  Lexington,  K}'.,  and  immediately  entered  active 
service.  He  was  engaged  with  his  regiment  in  all 
its  marches,  and  participated  in  all  the  engagements 
in  which  it  took  part,  until  June  15,  1865,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service.  Upon 
leaving  the  arm}^  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Rome 
Center. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1867,  Mr.  Teachout 
was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  M.  Kimball,  a  native 
of  Rome  Tow^nship,  and  the  daughter  of  Avery  and 
Charity  M.  Kimball,  who  were  formerly  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Teachout  settled  on  a  farm  in  Rome 
Township  which  had  been  known  as  the  homestead, 
and  soon  after  purchased  another  farm,  upon  which 
he  resided  for  three  years,  his  brother-in-law  hav- 
ing become  an  occupant  of  the  old  homestead.  In 
1879  our  subject  removed  into  Adrian,  where  he 
has  since  ^resided,  but  has  continued  the  manage- 
ment of  his  farm  in  Madison  Township,  one  mile 
west  of  the  city.  In  addition  to  the  supervision 
of  his  farm  he  has  for  the  past  ten  years  been 
largely  engaged  in  buying  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep, 
and  shipping  them  east,  principally  to  the  Buffalo 
market. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teachout  have  one  child,  a  boy 

born  on  the  20th  of  April,   1870,  named  Welcome 

,  A.     In  addition  to  his  own  family,  our  subject's 
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household  also  contains  his  mother,  who  was  born 
in  1820  and  is  still  enjoying  good  health.  Mr. 
Teachout  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  matters, 
especiall}^  in  securing  the  election  of  his  friends  to 
office,  while  he  served  one  term  as  Treasurer  of 
Rome  Township,  but  has  never  been  a  seeker  after 
office.  He  is  a  comrade  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is 
generally  present  at  musters,  and  participates  in  all 
the  camp-fires.  As  a  citizen  and  a  business  man 
he  is  universally  respected,  and  in  many  ways  is 
the  confidence  which  the  people  have  in  him  mani- 
fested. 

^    <xr>o    ^    _ 
■      '    ooo   ^  _ 

^AMESK.  WHEELER.  Among  the  repre- 
I  sentative  pioneers  of  the  county  of  Lenawee 
^,^  there  is  probably  none  more  prominent  than 
(^^  James  K.  Wheeler,  of  Rome  Township. 
Coming  here  at  an  early  day,  when  what  is  now  a 
land  covered  with  fine  farms  was  then  a  boundless 
wilderness,  thickly  covered  with  heavy  timber,  he 
has  watched  its  growth  almost  from  its  infancy.  He 
was  born  May  8,  1829,  at  Seneca,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1833,  where 
he  has  grown  up  amid  the  familiar  scenes  that 
now  surround  him. 

Abraham  Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Ovid,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  T.,  where  he 
was  born  May  16,  1803,  and  was  the  son  of  James 
Wheeler,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  After  James  Wheeler  was  married  he 
removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased  a 
farm  in  Ovid,  where  he  lived  until  the  spring  of 
1833,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  purchased 
200  acres  of  land  from  Capt.  Thomas  Whitney, 
which  was  situated  just  west  of  the  River  Raisin,  and 
now  included  within  the  city  limits  of  Adrian. 
Abraham  Wheeler  came  to  Michigan  in  June,  1833, 
and  purchased  land  on  section  22,  in  Macon  Town- 
ship, where  he  resided  until  the  spring  of  1840,  when 
he  removed  to  a  farm  on  section  16,  in  the  same 
township,  for  w^hich  he  had  bargained.  Making  this 
his  residence  until  1863,  he  then  sold  out  and  re- 
tired from  active  business,  making  his  home  with 
his  son,  James  K.,  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Jan.  6,  1874.     On  the  Uth  of  November,  1827,  he 
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wfis  united  in  marriage  with  Aznba  Young,  of  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  who  became  the  mother  of  three  children, 
James  K.,  John  C.  and  Velitta,  the  last  of  whom  is 
deceased.  Mrs.  Azuba  Wheeler  was  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  was  born  Aug.  1,  1805;  she 
died  in  Rome  Tow^nship,  this  county,  Sept.  22,  1865. 
In  1868  Mr.  Abraham  Wheeler  married  Mrs.  Car- 
oline Hitch,  the  widow  of  Hubbard  Hitch,  of  Rome 
Township.  Mr.  AVheeler  was  quite  influential  in 
political  circles  in  his  day,  and  served  his  town  as 
Supervisor  for  several  years,  while  he  filled  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years.  Thor- 
oughly active  and  progressive  in  all  public  improve- 
ments, he  shirked  no  responsibilities  tliat  came  upon 
him  as  a  pioneer.  Politically,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  at- 
tached to  the  Democratic  party. 

James  K.  Wheeler  made  his  home  with  his  par- 
ents for  many  years,  helping  his  father  in  his  farm 
labors,  and  attending  school  during  the  winter. 
Thus  passed  his  life  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old,  at  which  age  he  started  out  to  battle  with  the 
world  for  himself.  After  working  for  various  par- 
ties, always  at  agricultural  labor,  in  1853  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  section  o4,  in  Woodstock  Town- 
ship. This  he  occupied  until  1865,  when  selling 
out  he  purchased  a  farm  on  section  7,  in  Rome 
Township,  where  he  still  resides.  His  land  is  of  a 
high  degree  of  fertility,  and  under  an  excellent 
system  of  tillage,  while  altogether  it  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  places,  for  many  reasons,  in  this  part 
of  the  township.  His  residence  and  farm  buildings 
are  in  an  excellent  state  of  repair,  he  having  put  up 
a  fine  barn  in  1882.  Mr.  Wheeler  has  been  for  many 
years,  and  is  still,  quite  active  in  all  good  work,  both 
in  religious  and  social  circles.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Rome,  and  a  true 
Christian  gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

On  the  r2th  of  November,  1851,  James  K. 
Wheeler  entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance  with 
Eleanor  Ann,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Eleanor 
Miller,  and  born  at  Lodi,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec. 
28,  1828.  Her  father,  John  A.  Miller,  was  a  native 
of  New  Y'ork,  where  he  was  born  March  7,  1784, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1842,  settling  in  Macon 
Township.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1816,  he  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Sutphen,  by  whom  he  had  seven  chil- 
dren.    Mrs.  Eleanor  Miller  was  a  native  of  Seneca 


County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  July  3,  1786, 
and  died  in  the  same  place,  June  18,  1839.  After 
her  death  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Maria  Breese, 
and  died  in  Macon  Township,  this  county,  Nov. 
5,  1852. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  as  follows :  Finetta  was  born  in  Macon 
Township,  Dec.  2,  1852,  and  died  in  Woodstock 
Township,  July  5,  1862;  John  A.  was  born  Jan.  31, 
1857,  married  Lizzie  Slytter,  of  Rollin  Township, 
and  is  the  parent  of  one  child,  Veda,  born  July  29, 
1883;Hershel  D.  was  born  Oct.  28,  1860,  and  mar- 
ried  Miss  Luella  Meyers,  April  13,  1886. 


AVID  M.  BLAIR  is  located  in  Morenci, 
where  he  is  engaged  as  a  blacksmith  and 
carriage-maker.  He  was  born  near  Sodus, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  4,  1828.  His  means  for  ob- 
taining an  education  were  very  limited,  as  when 
he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  his  mother  died, 
and  his  father  being  a  cripple,  David  not  only  had 
to  take  care  of  himself,  but  assisted  in  the  care  of 
the  other  members  of  the  family. 

David  Blair  w^as  engaged  in  farming  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  hired  out  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  at  which  he 
worked  for  different  parties  until  he  was  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  followed  this  business 
in  New  York  State  until  1850,  when  he  went  to 
Gorham  Township,  Ohio,  and  remaining  there  car- 
ried on  the  same  business  five  years,  coming  thence 
to  Morenci.  He  engaged  for  a  short  time  at  his 
trade,  and  then  buying  out  his  employer,  entered 
the  business  on  his  own  account,  and  has  conducted 
it  successfully  until  the  present  time.  In  connec- 
tion with  blacksmithing,  he  has  engaged  in  carriage- 
making,  furnishing  employment  in  his  business  to 
as  many  as  nineteen  men.  He  conducts  the  prin- 
cipal establishment  in  his  line  in  this  vicinity. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  1^.,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Clark,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1830.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children  whom  they  named  as  follows:  Warren 
M.,  Lucy  A.,  George,  Ellen  and  Ernest  M.    War- 
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reii  and  IClleii  are  deceased;  George  married  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Bardwell,  and  resides  in  Morenci;  they 
have  two  children  living,  David  M.  and  Jessie  L., 
while  one  child,  Clarence,  is  deceased.  Ernest  is 
telegraph  operator  in  Ashland,  Wis.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  Morenci,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1879,  and  Mr.  Blair  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, in  Morenci,  Oct.  22,  1879,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  N. 
Page,  the  widow  of  James  Page,  who  died  in  1866, 
while  on  the  way  to  Texas  to  purchase  stock.  His 
remains  were  brought  back  to  his  home  for  inter- 
ment. Mrs.  Blair  by  her  first  marriage  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years — Lulu 
and  Jennie.  Lulu  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Foster, 
and  Jennie  is  a  teacher  at  Morenci. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  David  and 
Temperance  (De  Kay)  Blair,  the  former  a  native 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  w^as  of  Scotch  ancestry  and  the  mother 
of  German  descent.  Their  family  comprised  five 
children,  four  boys  and  one  girl,  of  whom  only  two 
boys  are  now  living — David  M.  and  James. 

Mr.  Blair  was  President  of  the  Village  Board 
eleven  years,  holding  the  office  for  nine  consecutive 
years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
twenty-three  years.  He  organized  the  Fire  Com- 
pany of  Morenci  and  was  Chief  of  the  department 
many  years,  and  is  now  an  honorary  member  of  tlie 
company.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

J ^  AMES  BLAIR  resides  in  Morenci  and  was 
elected  County  Surveyor  in  the  fall  of  1881, 
since  which  time  he  has  filled  that  important 
^^^  office  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned.  Prior  to  1881  he  had  acted  as 
Deputy  Sheriff  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  David  and 
Temperance  (De  Kay)  Blair.  James  Blair  was 
horn  in  Sodus,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  1 1,  1838. 
When  seven  years  old  his  mother  died,  and  he  went 
to  live  with  a  farmer  in  Seneca  County,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  receiv- 
ing an  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  ap- 
plied himself  to  his  studies  so  diligently  that  at  the 


age  of  eighteen  he  took  charge  of  a  school,  but 
finding  the  profession  unsuited  to  his  tastes,  he . 
abandoned  it  and  was  variously  occupied  until  he 
came  to  Morenci,  in  1866,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  was  in  the  employment  of  his  brother  David 
about  ten  years,  and  during  that  time  he  deter- 
mined to  follow  his  present  occupation,  for  which 
he  had  fitted  himself  before  coming  to  Morenci. 

Our  subject  w\as  first  married  to  Miss  Agnes  N. 
Ferguson,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Annie,  and  died 
in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  second  time  married, 
in  Canada,  to  Miss  Lucinda  Oram,  a  native  of  that 
country,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren— Charles,  Lillie  and  Frank.  Charles  is  a 
druggist  in  Morenci,  vvhere  Frank  also  resides;  and 
Lillie  is  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Fisk.  Mr.  Blair  has  been 
Village  Trustee,  and  is  a  member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F. 
In  politics  he  is  Republican. 
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^AMES  PATRICK.  The  Patrick  family, 
wherever  known,  have  always  made  a  good 
record,  being  prominent  in  public  life  and  of 
that  liberal  and  progressive  spirit  which  led 
them,  wherever  making  their  home,  to  interest 
themselves  in  the  general  welfare  of  their  com- 
munity. They  have  rightly  judged  that  only  the 
spirit  of  selfishness  will  chain  a  man  solely  to  his 
own  concerns,  and  that  it  is  to  the  public-spirited 
citizen  that  towns  and  communities  are  indebted 
for  their  thrift  and  prosperity.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  inherited  this  trait  of  his  ancestors 
in  a  marked  degree,  and  in  the  township  of  Rollin, 
where  he  has  long  made  his  abiding-place,  is  recog- 
nized as  a  valued  and  useful  citizen. 

Mr.  Patrick  was  born  in  Palmyra,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  12,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Amanda  (Drake)  Patrick,  natives  of  New^  York. 
The  father  died  while  still  a  yoiuig  man,  in  Orleans 
County,  and  after  this  sad  event  the  mother  was 
compelled  to  return  to  her  old  home  in  Palmyra. 
There  had  been  a  good  property,  but  this  the  father 
was  cheated  out  of  through  the  dishonesty  of  un- 
scrupulous men.  James  was  separated  from  his 
mother  at  the  age  of  eight  years  and  went  to  live 
with  Samuel  Beals,  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  Patrick 
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family,  with  whom  he  afterward  learned  the  eoox)er's 
trade.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  bought  his  time 
of  his  guardian  and  eonnnenced  working  for  him- 
self. The  stimulus  of  feeling  himself  his  own  man 
enabled  him  to  put  forth  extra  efforts,  and  three 
years  later  he  was  the  proud  possessor  of  $500,  and 
felt  justitied  in  securing  one  of  man's  first  bless- 
ings  a  good   wife.     To  this  lady,  Miss   Mary  J. 

Moorehouse,  he  was  married  June  5,  1841,  and 
they  eame  to  Michigan  shortly  afterward,  prepared 
to  share  in  the  fortunes  of  the  pioneers.  He  bought 
lots,  and,  building  a  cooper  shop,  was  engaged  at 
his  trade  four  years.  Mr.  Patrick  took  up  a  tract 
of  land  on  section  29  in  Rollin  Township  in  1853, 
and  w^as  soon  entrusted  wdth  the  various  local 
offices,  serving  as  Supervisor  two  terms,  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  He 
was  also  Captain  of  the  home  militia  here,  receiv- 
ing his  commission  from  Gov.  Barry.  Other  offices 
were  tendered  him,  but  he  preferred  to  lead  the 
quiet  life  of  a  private  citizen,  thus  escaping  both 
care  and  censure.  He  has  ever  delighted  in  help- 
ing those  wlio  would  try  to  help  themselves,  espec- 
ially the  young  man  starting  out  under  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, a  situation  whicli  Mr.  Patrick  can  most 
thoro u ghly  ap pre c ia te. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Viorna  A.  was  born  in  Rollin 
Township,  March  4,  1842,  and  is  the  widow  of  Perry 
N.  Rowley  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  AVillis  1^., 
who  married  Miss  Elizabeth  W.  Seeley,  and  they 
also  have  one  child,  a  son.  Perry  N.  Rowley,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the 
1 8th  Michigan  Infantry  and  died  while  in  the 
service,  Oct.  3,  18(>4.  The  second  child  of  our 
subject,  Willis  W.,  who  was  born  Sept.  19,  1855, 
died  Feb.  3,  18()2.  The  great-grandchild  of  Mr. 
Patrick  is  a  bright  little  fellow  four  months  old, 
and  is  named  Perry  J.  In  a  family  of  five  persons 
ma}^  be  seen  four  generations. 

Mr.  Patrick  cast  liis  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  and  was  for  many  years  identified  with 
the  old  Whig  party;  since  its  abandonment  he  hns 
affiliated  with  the  Republicans.  He  was  a  reader 
of  the  New  York  Trihiitie  for  twenty-two  years, 
and  voted  for  Greeley  when  he  ran  for  President. 
Religiously,  he  has  been  comiected  with  the  Baptist 


Church  since  about  the  time  of  its  organization  in 
Rollin  Township,  serving  as  Deacon,  and  a  man 
always  prominent  in  its  councils.  He  is  now  pass- 
ing down  the  sunset  hill  of  life,  but  possesses  the 
inestimable  blessing  of  good  health  and  hosts  of 
friends,  which  are  each  better  than  riches,  although 
the  Patricks  have  always  had  a  generous  share  of 
tliis  world's  goods,  to  which  they  have  been  amply 
entitled  by  virtue  of  their  willingness  to  secure 
these  by  honest  and  honorable  toil. 
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B.  SMFIH  is  one  of  the  most  worthy, 
thrifty  and  successful  farmers,  one  full  of 
mirth  and  jollity,  and  ever  ready  to  tell  and 
enjoy  a  good  joke.  He  resides  on  section  7, 
Clinton  Township,  where  he  settled  in  September, 
1835.  On  his  arrival  the  farm  was  in  a  crude 
state  with  little  accomplished  in  the  way  of  im- 
l)rovement,  but  by  industry,  good  management  and 
foresight,  he  now  enjoys  a  home  of  150  acres  of 
land  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  two  miles  from 
Clinton.  The  farm  is  well  stocked  with  a  fine  grade 
of  horses,  cattle  and  swine,  while  all  the  cereals 
adapted  to  this  climate  are  here  grown  with  good 
success. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Newstead  Township, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  Smith,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  who  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer.  Henry  Smith  left  his  native  State 
when  a  young  man,  and  went  to  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  soon  after  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  M.  Boyer,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  and  reared  in  Cayuga  County.  Shortly 
after  their  marriage,  Mr.  Smith  and  his  estimable 
young  bride  removed  into  Erie  County  of  the 
same  State,  where  they  secured  a  piece  of  land  in 
the  wilderness  region,  and  with  brave  hearts  set 
about  building  up  a  home  as  pioneers  were  wont  to 
do.  Here  they  resided  for  twenty-five  years,  being 
blessed  meanwhile  with  four  children,  the  second 
of  whom,  the  only  son,  is  the  subject  of  this  narra- 
tive. At  the  end  of  that  time,  they  made  the  trip 
to    Michigan,   via   the   lake   to  Detroit,  thence   by 
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team  and  wagon,  loaded  with  household  effects, 
through  sparsely  settled  districts,  to  their  present 
home.  The  father  secured  140  acres  of  land,  which 
at  his  death,  Oct.  19,  1865,  came  into  the  possession 
of  our  subject.  The  father  attained  his  seventy- 
fifth  year,  and  was  closely  allied  to  the  history  of 
his  section.  He  was  an  honest,  upright,  energetic 
and  thrifty  man,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  widow  joined 
the  ever  increasing  majority  Feb.  9,  1879,  after 
the  frosts  of  eighty- four  winters  had  whitened  her 
hair.  She  lived  to  see  her  offspring  respected, 
honored  and  loved,  as  she  herself  had  deservedly 
been. 

The  subject  of  our  notice  passed  his  early  life 
under  the  parental  roof,  where  he  was  an  obedient 
and  worthy  son,  remaining  with  his  parents  accord- 
ing to  their  wish,  until  they  were  called  to  their 
final  rest.  His  schooling  was  such  as  the  educa- 
tional facilities  of  the  township  afforded.  Mr. 
Smith  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Sil- 
vers on  the  22d  of  February,  1848.  Miss  Silvers 
is  the  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Jeanette  (Hooper) 
Silvers,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  while 
the  latter  was  from  New  York;  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. They  were  married  at  Seneca  Falls,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  that  place,  where  their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Smith,  was  born  Dec.  6,  1830.  Six  children 
were  born  to  her  parents  prior  to  their  removal  to 
Michigan  in  1833.  Upon  their  arrival  they  located 
on  a  partially  improved  farm  on  section  8,  Clinton 
Township,  and  finally  owned  a  farm  of  275  acres, 
on  which  Mr  Silvers  died  in  1882.  His  first  wife 
had  died  in  1838,  and  Mr.  Silvers  buried  his  third 
wife  ere  the  scythe  of  time  selected  him  as  a  blade 
of  grass  to  fall  before  its  sway. 

Mrs.  Smith  became  the  mother  of  three  children, 
one  of  whom  a  daughter.  Belle,  is  deceased ;  Porter 
C,  the  eldest,  married  Grace  Fisk  and  resides  in 
Clinton,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  meat  trade; 
Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Dow  Draper,  and  lives  in  Clin- 
ton, Mich.,  where  Mr.  Draper  is  engaged  in  the 
livery  business. 

Mr.  Smith  has  held  the  minor  oflSces  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  etc.  He  is  indeed  an  exemplary 
man,  and  like  his  good  wife  has  every  encourage- 


ment to  build  up  and  adorn  their  home  of  love. 
The>'  attend  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Clinton,  and 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  decided  Democrat. 

eHARLES  C.  RUSSELL,  whose  name  has  been 
familiar  to  the  people  of  Fairfield  Township 
for  nearly  fifty  years,  came  to  this  section  of 
country  when  nineteen  years  of  age  with  his  young 
wife,  in  1 839.  They  located  in  the  wilds  of  Fair- 
field Township,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  con- 
tinuous resident  and  intimately  associated  with  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Lenawee  County.  No 
man  has  watched  with  more  interest  and  satisfaction 
the  development  of  the  Wolverine  State  than  our 
subject,  and  he  has  filled  his  niche  in  life  worthily, 
assisting,  as  in  him  lay,  to  bring  this  county  to  its 
present  proud  position.  He  is  now  not  far  from  his 
threescore  years  and  ten,  and  has  been  permitted  to 
witness  the  remarkable  changes  which  to  the  old 
pioneers  as  they  look  back  seem  more  like  a  pic- 
tured panorama  than  the  real  events  which  have 
been  passing  during  the  flight  of  years. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Deborah  (Sprague)  Russell,  also 
natives  of  New  York,  born,  reared  and  married  m 
Dutchess  County.  Thej^  remained  there  for  a  time 
after  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes,  then  removed 
to  Seneca  County,  that  State,  and  thence  to  South- 
ern Michigan,  in  November,  1836.  They  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  Fairfield  Township,  this 
county,  where  the  death  of  the  mother  took  place 
in  1846,  and  that  of  the  father  in  1879. 

Charles  C.  Russell  was  one  of  a  family  of  three 
daughters  and  seven  sons,  nine  of  whom  lived  to 
mature  years  and  eight  of  whom  are  now  living, 
being  residents  mostly  of  Michigan  ;  one  son  is  now 
in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Charles  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1820,  and  there  reared  to 
manhood,  engaged  in  farming  and  receiving  a  fair 
education  in  the  district  school.  He  was  married 
in  Seneca  County,  March  9,  1839,  to  Miss  Jane 
Lyke,  a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  born  in  Dela- 
ware County,  Sept.  29,  1815.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Russell,  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Teed)  Lyke,  were  na- 
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tives  respectively  of  New  York  State  and  Nova 
Scotia,  the  mother  removing  from  her  native  Prov- 
ince with  her  parents  in  1824.  They  located  in 
Delaware  Connty,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  subsequently 
removed  to  Tompkins  County,  and  there  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Samuel  Lyke  departed 
hence  in  November,  1873,  outliving  his  wife  eleven 
years.  Mrs.  Lyke  had  died  in  the  fall  of  1862. 
Their  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  living  and  located  mostly 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  after  taking  up  their  abode 
in  Fairfield  Township,  endured  in  common  with  the 
pioneers  the  hardships  of  life  in  a  new  country  and 
labored  industriously  to  build  up  a  good  home.  In 
this  they  have  been  successful,  and  have  also  firmly 
established  themselves  among  the  most  valued  and 
highly  respected  members  of  the  community.  They 
have  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  performed 
the  part  of  parents  to  an  adopted  son,  George  S. 
Russell,  whom  they  reared  as  they  would  their  own 
child,  giving  him  a  good  education.  He  is  now 
Principal  of  the  Jasper  school,  and  owns  forty  acres 
of  good  land  near  the  village  of  Weston.  Mr. 
Russell's  farm  includes  eighty  acres  of  land  pleas- 
antly located  on  section  20,  and  provided  with  suit- 
able and  convenient  buildings,  a  goodly  assortment 
of  live  stock,  and  the  various  other  appurtenances 
of  a  well  appointed  country  estate.  In  politics  he 
is  a  decided  Prohibitionist. 
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eHARLES  TEACHOUT.  This  gentleman, 
when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  cast  his 
lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County, 
settling  with  his  parents  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Cam- 
bridge Township,  and  for  a  period  of  thirty  years 
engaged  continuously  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
From  a  modest  beginning  in  life  he  acquired  a 
handsome  home  and  a  good  property,  and  upon 
retiring  from  active  labor  took  up  his  abode  in  the 
city  of  Adrian,  where  he  now  resides. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  2,  1837,  at  the  homestead  of  his  parents, 
William  and  Rachel  (Wells)  Teachout,  who  were 
also   natives   of    Ontario   County.       The    birth   of 


William  Teachout  occurred  in  1805,  and  that  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject  a  few  years  later.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  at  the  old  Wells  home- 
stead, where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1854, 
when  they  came  to  this  county,  and  the  mother  died 
at  the  farm  in  Cambridge  Township,  in  1862. 
William  Teachout,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Tecuraseh,  where  his  death 
occurred  in   1869. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  Charles,  our  subject,  was  the 
second  son  and  fourth  child,  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
when  in  1859,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Barrus,  of  Rome  Township,  and  continued  working 
his  father's  farm  until  enabled  to  purchase  a  tract 
of  land.  He  selected  eighty  acres  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  settled  with  his  family  and  re- 
mained until  about  1865,  when  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  another  farm  in  the  same  township, 
which  he  also  sold  a  few  years  later,  and  then  se- 
cured possession  of  a  fine  tract  of  170  acres  on  sec- 
tion 31  in  Adrian  Township.  This  he  brought  to 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  repaired  the  old  build- 
ings and  put  up  new  ones,  and  of  this  property  he 
still  retains  possession. 

Mr.  Teachout  in  1876  purchased  a  hotel  at 
Rome  Center,  where  he  oflficiated  as  ''mine  host" 
three  and  one-half  years,  then  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Adrian,  where  he  became  proprietor  of  the  Gib- 
son House.  In  1880  he  purchased  the  Exchange 
Hotel  at  Tecumseh,  which  he  conducted  fourteen 
months,  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Adrian, 
where  he  has  since  taken  life  easily,  having  little 
care  beyond  superintending  his  farm  operations, 
which  are  carried  on  by  tenants. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Rome  Town- 
ship in  1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Dellence  and 
Emily  (Smith)  Barrus.  Her  maternal  grandparents, 
David  and  Lydia  Smith,  were  natives  of  New  York, 
whence  they  removed  to  this  county  before  the 
marriage  of  their  daughter  Emily.  The  latter, 
with  her  husband,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, where  Mr.  Barrus  died  in  1849.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  five  of  whom   arc    still   living,  and   the 
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mother  also,  the  latter  making  her  home  at  Adrian. 
Mrs.  Teachoiit  was  the  eldest  daughter.  Her  union 
with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren, both  boys,  Fred  D,  and  Claude  Elwood,  who 
are  twenty-eight  and  twenty  years  of  age,  respect- 
ively. 
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J  WILLIAM  WFIITAKER  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Hudson  Township,  where 
he  is  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  owning  and  occupying  a  fine  farm 
on  section  2.  He  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N. 
Y.,  Oct.  10,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Whitaker, 
a  native  of  the  same  county,  whose  father,  William 
by  name,  removed  from  that  county  to  Ontario 
County  about  the  year  1821.  In  1833  he  went 
from  there  to  Ohio  and  became  a  pioneer  of  San- 
dusky County,  locating  in  the  township  of  York, 
where  he  entered  a  tract  of  160  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land  which  was  heavily  timbered.  He  built 
a  log  cabin  for  the  home  of  his  family,  and  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  his  occupation  of  a  farmer,  but 
his  health,  which  was  poor  when  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  continued  to  fail  until  his  death  four  years 
later.  His  wife  survived  him  a  few  years,  spending 
the  last  part  of  her  life  in  the  village  of  Clyde. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  re- 
moved in  1824  to  Ontario  County,  where  he  rented 
land  and  continued  to  reside  until  1836.  In  that 
year  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio,  and  became  actively  engaged  in 
clearing  a  farm  and  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  made  his 
home  there  for  many  years.  In  1863  he  removed 
to  Michigan,  retiring  from  the  active  duties  of  life 
to  the  home  of  our  subject,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  September,  1885.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Durham  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  May  24,  1863;  both  were 
people  of  genuine  worth  of  character  and  were  re- 
spected accordingly. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  fourteen 
years  of  his  life  in  his  native  State,  and  there  on 
his  father's  farm  received  his  first  lessons  in  the  life 
of  a  farmer,  which  in  later  years,  he  selected  as  the 
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calling  best  suited  to  his  tastes.  He  attended  school 
botli  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  State,  and 
in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio, 
continuing  to  reside  in  the  latter  place  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  He  then  went 
forth  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account, 
first  obtaining  employment  by  the  month,  and  at 
twenty  years  of  age  he  learned  the  cooper's  trade, 
and  continued  to  pursue  it  until  1853.  At  that 
time  by  his  industry  and  thrift  he  had  accumulated 
quite  a  sum  of  money,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to 
buy  a  farm  and  resume  the  occupation  to  which  he 
had  been  reared.  Accordingly  he  came  to  this 
State  and  invested  his  money  in  the  farm  he  has 
ever  since  occupied  in  this  township. 

A  few  years  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  A. 
Hamilton^  Sept.  28,  1847.  She  was  born  in  that 
part  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  now  included  in  Erie 
County,  March  11,  1829.  Her  father,  Abram  Ham- 
ilton, was  a  native  of  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.^ 
and  his  father,  William  Hamilton,  it  is  thought, 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  was  too  young  to  re- 
member when  he  started  to  cross  the  ocean  to 
America,  or  the  sad  incident  of  the  death  of  his 
parents  on  the  way.  The  little  waif  was  kindly 
cared  for  and  reared  in  the  home  of  a  gentleman 
near  Esopus,  N.  Y.  He  married  and  continued  to 
reside  in  that  State  until  1822,  when  he  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  family  and  was  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Erie  County,  in  that  part  of  it  then  known 
as  Huron  County.  Later  he  removed  to  York 
Township,  Sandusky  County,  where  he  plied  his 
trades  of  weaver  and  miller  a  short  time  and  then 
lived  retired  until  his  death.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Whitaker  removed  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  and 
there  married  Adeline  Williams.  He  then  bought 
and  improved  a  farm  in  Milan  Township,  Huron 
County,  but  after  a  few  years  he  sold  it  and  re- 
moved to  York  Township,  where  he  bought  a  farm, 
on  which  he  lived  until  1853.  In  that  year  became 
to  this  county  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Dover 
Township,  where  he  resided  for  about  thirty  years, 
but  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  elune,  1883,  he 
spent  the  few  remaining  months  of  his  life  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Whitaker,  dying  in  September,  1885. 
He  was  twice  married.     His  first  wife,  the  mother 
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of  Mrs.  Whitaker,  died  in  1832;  the  maiden  name    | 
of  his  second  wife  was  Eleanor  (Swift)  Kinney. 

Onr  subject  and  his  wife  made  their  home  for  ; 
sixteen  years  in  the  little  log  house  that  stood  on 
their  farm  at  the  time  of  purchase,  and  though  they 
now  occupy  a  much  more  commodious  and  com- 
fortable house,  we  dare  sa}^  that  they  have  not  been 
any  happier  in  ib  than  they  were  in  the  old  one 
when  they  were  working  hand -in-hand  to  bring- 
about  the  prosperity  that  they  now  enjoy.  Their 
home  is  very  pleasantly  located  and  is  one  of  the 
cosiest  and  most  desirable  in  the  township.  Mr. 
Whitaker  has  erected  a  good  frame  barn  and  other 
necessary  farm  buildings,  and  everything  about  the 
place  bears  evidence  of  a  thrifty  owner.  Since  the 
farm  came  into  his  possession  he  has  in  other  ways 
increased  its  value,  by  drainage  and  by  careful  cult- 
ure, so  that  the  soil  has  been  enriched  rather  than 
impoverished ;  he  has  cleared  fifty- five  of  the  eighty 
acres  embraced  in  this  farm. 

Mr.  Whitaker  is  not  unmindful  of  the  share  which 
his  good  wife  has  had  in  bringing  about  their  pres- 
ent x)rosperous  condition,  and  generously  accords 
her  all  praise.  She  is  an  excellent  housewife,  and 
by  her  judicious  management  lias  added  much  to 
their  finances.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children :  Frank  H.  and  Eleanor 
H. ;  the  former  lives  in  Rollin  Township,  the  latter 
is  wdth  her  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitaker  united  with  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church  during  their  residence  in  Ohio, 
and  have  since  faithfully  clung  to  that  religion, 
while  their  daughter  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Whitaker  is  a 
stanch  Republican. 

UILLIAM  H.  KNOX.  Among  the  rising 
young  men  of  Hudson  Township,  who  as 
\^^  farmers  are  contributing  to  her  growth  and 
adding  to  her  material  wealth,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Inheriting  from  a  Scotch  ancestry  a  vigor- 
ous constitution,  sound  common  sense  and  thrifty 
habits,  he  is  pursuing  his  chosen  calling  with  much 
success.  He  now  owns  a  good  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  has  under  good  drainage  and  tillage,  and 


which  yields  him  satisfactory  returns  for  the  money 
and  labor  he  expends  on  it.  He  has  good  buildings, 
and  is  altogether  ver}^  comfortably  situated. 

Mr.  Knox  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born 
on  his  father's  homestead  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Nov.  22,  1857.  His  father,  James  Knox,  was  born 
near  Haddington,  Scotland,  and  was  the  son  of 
James  Knox,  a  native  and  life-long  resident  of  that 
country.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  after  he  grew  to  manhood 
was  a  part  of  the  time  engaged  in  ditching  and 
teaming,  and  some  of  the  time  in  tending  a  toll 
gate.  When  he  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he 
set  out  for  America  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  came 
directly  to  Adrian,  in  this  State,  whence  he  went 
to  Fairfield  Township  and  bought  a  partially  im- 
proved farm  of  Daniel  Mickley  on  section  5,  on 
which  was  a  frame  barn,  the  second  one  of  the  kind 
ever  built  in  that  township,  and  a  log  house.  He 
was  a  single  man  at  that  time  and  boarded  until 
his  marriage,  when  he  commenced  housekeeping  in 
the  log  house  above  mentioned,  and  has  occupied 
that  farm  ever  since.  He  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
189  acres,  150  of  which  are  well  improved,  and  the 
remainder  is  valuable  timber  land,  while  good  frame 
buildings  have  taken  the  place  of  the  original  struc- 
tures. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Emeline  Boj^er.  was  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Sarah  Boyer,  and  was  born  near  El- 
mi  ra,  N.  Y.  To  her  and  her  husband  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  James,  Louisa,  William, 
Deborah,  Florence,  Archie  and  Thomas.  On  the 
22d  of  January,  1875,  the  shadow  of  death  fell  over 
that  household,  and  its  inmates  were  bereaved  of  the 
kind  wife  and  mother.  (For  further  parental  his- 
tory see  sketch  of  James  Knox.) 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  child  and 
second  son  of  his  parents.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  the  home  of  his  birth,  and  when  not  in  attend- 
ance at  the  district  school  where  he  gained  his  edu- 
cation, he  worked  for  his  father  and  gleaned  the  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  farming  which  has  enabled  him 
to  manage  his  own  farm  so  profitably.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  married  and  established  a 
home  of  his  own  on  the  farm  which  he  still  con- 
tinues to  occupy. 

The  date. of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Knox  with  Miss 
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Ida  Spencer  was  June  21,  1882.  She  was  born  in 
Camden,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
George  W.  Spencer,  a  native  of  Tolland  County, 
Conn.  When  Mr.  Spencer  was  quite  young  his  fa- 
ther, Ephraim  Spencer,  removed  with  his  family 
from  their  New  England  home  to  New  York,  where 
he  spent  his  last  years  in  Oneida  County.  There 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Knox  married  Miss  Orica  Ray- 
mond, a  native  of  New  York  State;  she  died  in 
their  home  in  Oneida  County.  He  subsequently 
married  Miss  Saphronia  Robinson  for  his  second 
wife.  Mr.  Spencer  enlisted  in  1862  as  a  member  of 
Company  H,  117th  New  York  Infantry,  and  served 
his  country  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
1866  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in  Seneca, 
but  he  now  lives  in  Milford,  Oakland  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Knox  have  a  son  and  daughter,  twins, 
named  Leon  and  Leo. 

Mr.  Knox  is  a  young  man  with  decided  views  of 
life,  and  is  quite  capable  of  forming  his  own  opin- 
ions and  sticking  to  them.  In  nothing  does  he 
show  his  decision  of  character  more  plainly  than  in 
his  faithful  adherence  to  the  Republican  party. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  much  liked  and  respected 
in  this  neighborhood. 

GEORGE  HEESEN  has  been  a  resident  of 
Tecumseh  Township  since  April  19,  1858, 
and  one  of  its  most  popular  and  prominent 
citizens.  He  commenced  life  comparatively  with- 
out means,  and  by  the  exercise  of  industry  and 
perseverance  has  attained  a  good  position  among 
the  intelligent  men  of  this  county.  His  early 
home  was  in  Dinxperlo,  Province  of  Gelderland, 
Holland,  where  he  was  born  March  12,  1829,  at 
the  modest  home  of  his  parents,  Rudolph  and  Petro- 
nella  (Taute)  Heesen,  natives  of  the  Province  of 
Suderwick,  near  Buchold ;  their  residence  was  called 
Jerrinkhoff.  The  mother  was  born  Aug.  6,  1801, 
and  died  July  4,  1 859.  When  their  son  George 
was  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  the  father  set  sail 
with  his  family  for  the  United  States.  They 
remained  for  a  brief  time  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
whence  they  proceeded  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and 
our  subject  employed  himself  in  the  iron  and  coal 
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mines  of  that  region  until  the  following  year.  He 
had  learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor  in  his  native 
country,  and  now  proceeding  to  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  followed  it  there  for  thirteen  3^ears. 
Rudolph  Heesen  finally  came  to  this  county  and 
spent  his  last  years  with  his  son  in  Tecumseh, 
dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Andrew 
Heesen,  was  a  weaver  and  dyer  by  trade,  which  he 
followed  through  life,  and  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Petronella  Heesen  died 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 
She  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daugliters,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  Tecumseh. 

George  Heesen  is  the  eldest  of  the  parental 
family,  and  worked  with  his  father  at  the  weaver's 
trade  in  Holland,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  four 
years.  He  was  sent  to  school  during  his  boyhood, 
and  being  naturally  bright  and  ambitious  to  learn, 
obtained  a  very  good  education.  He  continued 
with  his  parents  twelve  years  after  coming  to  this 
country,  and  being  an  expert  at  his  trade  received 
excellent  wages.  He  was  finall}^  appointed  to  a 
foremanship  in  a  store  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  which 
position  he  held  two  years,  and  then  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  as  a  merchant  tailor.  Three 
years  later  he  sold  out,  and  coming  to  Grand 
Rapids,  secured  a  position  as  foreman  of  a  merchant 
tailoring  establishment  there,  which,  however,  he 
held  only  six  months,  when  he  became  homesick 
and  resolved  upon  a  return  to  Cleveland.  He 
remained  in  Ohio  until  the  spring  of  1858,  then 
started  for  the  West  again,  and  upon  his  arrival  in 
this  county  opened  a  small  clothing  and  tailoring 
establishment  at  Tecumseh,  which  he  has  conducted 
since  that  time  with  entire  success.  Mr.  Heesen 
was  married  in  the  fall  of  1858,  to  Miss  Angelina 
Nyland,  one  of  his  own  countrywomen,  and  the 
daughter  of  Anthony  Nyland.  Her  father  followed 
farming,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  his  native 
soil.  Mrs.  H.,  in  1853,  came  with  her  brother  to 
the  United  States,  and  bravely  going  to  work, 
supported  herself  until  her  marriage.  This  brother 
is  now  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Heesen  worked  in  the  coal  mines  of  Youngs- 
town,  Ohio,  in  1846,  and  assisted  in  building  the 
celebrated  ''  Ward  "  furnace,  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
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that  section  of  the  country.  He  takes  considerable 
satisfaction  in  looking  back  over  his  experiences  in 
life,  feeling  that  his  efforts  to  become  a  man  among 
men  have  met  with  success.  In  company  with  his 
brother  and  his  cousin  he,  in  1872,  established  a 
factory  for  the  manufacture  of  hog-rings,  which 
proved  quite  successful  in  its  operations.  He 
assisted  his  brothers  in  business,  one  of  whom  is 
now  occupying  a  good  position  with  the  Brewer 
Manufacturing  Company.  Mr.  Heesen  was  for 
three  years  connected  with  the  American  Express 
Company,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village 
Board  several  years,  while  he  is  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he*  officiates 
as  Trustee.  He  is  also  a  member,  and  one  of  the 
principal  stockholders,  of  the  Star  Mountain 
Mining  Company,  whose  property  is  located  in 
Colorado,  and  it  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the 
richest  mining  companies  of  that  State. 

The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heesen  are 
recorded  as  follows :  Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Adamson,  a  popular  jeweler  of  Tecumseh;  Delia 
married  John  L.  Trann,  a  traveling  salesman,  and 
they  make  their  home  in  St.  Louis;  Rudolph  occu- 
pies himself  in  the  store  of  his  father,  and  the  two 
are  also  interested  in  a  fruit-drying  establishment 
which  the  son  looks  after  mainly;  Hannah  is  at 
home;  Alfred  J.,  the  youngest,  also  remains  a 
member  of  the  family  circle,  and  assists  his  father 
in  the  store. 

Mr.  Heesen  is  a  stanch  Republican,  politically, 
and  takes  a  warm  interest  in  State  and  National 
affairs. 
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ON.   DANIEL  TODD,  M.   D.,  at  the  time 
this  sketch  is  written  is  the  official  head  of 
i\y^'    the  city  of  Adrian,  having  been  elected   to 
[(^     the  honorable   position  of  Mayor  in   1886. 
In   his   profession  he  has  occupied   the  position  of 
President  of  the  Southern   Medical  Association  of 
the    State  of    Michigan,  and    is    President    of   the 
United  States  Examining  Board  of  Pensions,  receiv- 
ing his  appointment  from   Gen.  Black,  the    Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  in  1885. 

Dr.  Todd  was  born  in  Peterboro,  N.  H.,  Dec.  17 
1827,  and  his  father,  James  B.  Todd,  was  born  in 


the  same  place  Nov.  25,  1787,  and  was  the  son  of 
John  Todd.  He  lived  in  Peterboro  until  after  he 
was  married,  and  followed  farming  and  laying  stone 
walls.  In  the  spring  of  1828  he  moved  to  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company,  in  Byron  Township.  He 
cleared  216  acres  of  land,  erected  good  buildings, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
May  26,  1863.  On  the  8th  of  February,  1816, 
James  B.  Todd  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Isaac  Appleton,  of  Dublin,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  Daniel  being  the  sixth  child  and  second 
son.  Mrs.  Sarah  Todd  was  born  in  Dublin,  N.  H., 
March  5,  1790.  The  ancestors  of  the  Todd  family 
wore  Scotch-Irish,  and  came  to  this  country  early 
in  the  last  century. 

Daniel  Todd  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  lived 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  about  seventeen  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  attending  the  Alexander 
Seminary  in  Genesee  County,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1848  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Burdett  J.  Lynde,  of 
Byron,  and  remained  there  until  July,  1849,  when 
he  went  to  Harvard  College  and  attended  the  med- 
ical department  and  hospital  until  June,  1850. 
During  the  summer  of  that  year  he  came  west  with 
the  idea  of  prospecting  for  some  place  in  which  to 
locate  the  next  year  after  he  should  graduate  from 
Flarvard.  He  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  on  his  way 
back  visited  his  sister,  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Moore, 
who  then  lived  in  Medina.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  sickness  in  this  county  that  season,  and  becoming 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Kibbie,  of  Canandaigua,  he 
was  induced  to  remain  during  his  vacation.  That 
was  the  first  season  that  typhoid  fever  had  made  its 
appearance  here,  and  as  Dr.  Todd  had  been  brought 
into  contact  with  the  disease  in  the  hospital  at  Har- 
vard and  had  received  special  instructions,  his  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  here  w^as  quite  successful,  and 
he  had  more  business  than  he  could  attend  to. 

Dr.  Todd's  experience  here  that  summer  showed 
him  that  all  the  New  England  notions  would  not 
suit  the  western  country,  and  he  finally  resolved  to 
go  to  Cincinnati  Medical  College,  where  the  western 
ideas  prevailed.  But  that  fall  his  father  w^as  taken  sick 
and  he  returned  home  and  finally  w^as  graduated  at 
the  Buffalo  Medical  College  in  March,  1 861 .    About 
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the  1st  of  April  of  that  year  he  returned  to  Michi- 
gan and  located  at  Canandaigua,  this  county,  where 
he  practiced  very  successfully  until  1865.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  purchased  a  farm  on  sections  17 
and  20  in  Madison  Township,  where  he  lived  only 
about  one  year,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased 
another  farm  on  section  10.  Here  he  resided  and 
practiced  his  profession  until  1870,  when  he  removed 
to  Adrian,  whe^-e  he  has  since  resided.  In  the 
spring  of  1878  he  was  elected  Alderman  of  the 
Fourth  Ward  of  Adrian,  and  was  re-elected  in  the 
spring  of  1 880.  The  most  remarkable  circumstance 
about  this  election  was  that  he  was  the  only  Demo- 
crat elected   in  that  ward  for   nearly  twenty  years. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1854,  Dr.  Todd  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Julia  8.,  daughter  of  James  and  Laura  H. 
Welch,  of  Canandaigua,  and  they  have  had  four 
children,  as  follows:  James  Frederick  was  born  in 
Madison,  Sept.  12,  1856;  Helen  J.  was  born  in  the 
same  place,  Feb.  26,  1858;  Emma  L.  was  born  May 
12,  1861,  and  William  W.,  May  6,  1866.  Mrs. 
Julia  8.  Todd  was  born  in  Mandana,  Onondaga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  June  1,  1833,  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  parents  in  1852,  settling  on  section  7,  Seneca 
Township.  Her  father  was  born  at  White  Plains, 
N.  Y.,  March  6,  1796,  and  married  Laura  H., 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Whaley,  of  Mandana, 
N.  Y. 

Besides  attaining  eminence  in  his  profession  Dr. 
Todd  has  achieved  a  good  reputation  as  a  citi- 
zen, and  in  the  position  which  he  occupies  as 
Mayor  of  the  city,  has  demonstrated  that  he  is 
abreast  of  the  times  in  the  matter  of  public  improve- 
ment and  enterprise.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs,  and  has  been  a  leader  rather 
than  a  follower. 

^1^  UGENE  DOUGLAS  PEIRSON,  son  of  one 
lUj  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  is 
ImL^  now  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  successful 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Hillsdale  County,  and 
has  his  residence  not  far  from  the  flourishing  town 
of  Hudson.  He  was  born  in  Hudson,  this  county, 
July  30,  1856,  and  is  the  only  living  son  of  Edwin 
and  Clemenza  E.  (Wells)  Peirson,  a  sketch  of  whom 


will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  fam- 
ily is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  this 
section  of  the  country,  as  having  formed  an  impor- 
tant feature  in  the  early  settlement  of  Southern 
Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  history  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  advanced  by  attendance 
at  the  High  School  at  Hudson,  and  when  twenty 
years  of  age  entered  the  law  department  of  Mich- 
igan State  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  honors,  his  diploma  dating  March 
27,  1878.  His  first  business  experience  was  as  col- 
lector for  a  Detroit  firm,  after  which  he  located  in 
Port  Huron  and  began  the  practice  of  law.  But 
the  confinement  of  office  business  was  not  congenial 
to  the  tastes  of  an  active  mind,  and  Mr.  Peirson, 
longing  for  the  freedom  of  farm  life,  abandoned  the 
profession  and  took  up  his  location  on  his  present 
farm.  He  has  made  good  headway  in  his  compara- 
tively brief  experience  here,  and  in  the  near  future 
will  undoubtedly  prove  the  wisdom  of  his  choice  in 
making  the  change  in  his  first  plans  concerning  his 
occupation  in  life. 

The  marriage  of  Eugene  Douglas  Peirson  and 
Miss  Electa  J.  Warner  was  celebrated  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  in  Albion,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  12,  1881.  Mrs. 
Peirson  is  the  daughter  of  Sheldon  and  Sarah  (Por- 
ter) Warner.  Her  father  was  born  in  Phelps, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  removed  when  a  young 
man  to  Orleans  County,  where  he  was  married,  and 
has  since  resided.  The  mother  was  born  in  Albion, 
Orleans  County,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Allen 
Porter,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Aug.  24,  1795.  In  1806  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Ontario  County,  where  they  were 
pioneers.  He  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was 
with  the  band  of  soldiers  that  crossed  the  Niagara 
River  to  defend  Ft.  Erie  against  the  British  sol- 
diers; he  participated  in  the  battle  at  Ft.  Erie. 
After  the  war  was  over  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
timber  land  near  the  town  of  Albion,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  opened  up  a  beautiful  farm  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  his  death  taking  place  after 
he  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  Chester  Warner,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Peirson,  was  a  pioneer  of  Ontario  County, 
where  he  spent  the  latter  days  of   his  life.     He  had 
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reared  a  fine  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  and  the 
family  was  highly  regarded  throughout  that  sec- 
tion. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  lady  there  have 
been  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 
Warner  Dwight  was  born  Jan.  28,  1882;  Harry 
Eugene  was  born  April  4,  1886,  and  died  Aug.  27, 
1886,  and  Robert  Henry  was  born  Oct.  2,  1887. 


ENRY  S.  WHITE.  The  snug  little  farm  of 
fifty  acres  on  section  26,  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, is  noticeable  for  the  care  with  which  it 
im  has  been  cultivated,  and  its  neat,  convenient 
and^substantial  buildings.  The  moving  spirit  in  its 
establishment  spent  the  first  few  years  of  his  life  in 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took  place 
on  the  4th  of  June,  1833,  and  from  which  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  this  county  when  a  child 
four  years  of  age.  Here  he  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  received  a  fair  education  at  the  district  school, 
becoming  at  the  same  time  familiar  with  farm  pur- 
suits, in  which  he  has  since  engaged  and  which  was 
also  the  occupation  of  his  father  before  him. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Zebina  and  Polly 
(Sheldon)  White,  were  natives  respectively  of  Yev- 
mont  and  New  York,  the  father  born  in  1809,  and 
the  mother  in  1811.  After  his  marriage  Zebina 
White  left  his  native  State  and  settled  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  until  September, 
1837,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  the  young 
State  of  Michigan,  and  located  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, on  section  26.  He  made  good  improvements 
and  in  1875  left  the  homestead,  which  he  had  built 
up  from  the  wilderness,  and  removed  to  Jasper, 
where  both  parents  now  reside  and  are  well  ad- 
vanced in  years.  The  household  circle  included 
four  children:  The  eldest,  Livona,  is  the  wife  of 
L.  Q.  Mason,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Madison  Town- 
ship; Melvina  died  in  infancy;  Cordelia  married 
Ezra  Smith,  and  resides  in  Berrien  County,  this 
State ;  and  Henry  S.  of  our  sketch. 

Mr.  White,  in  1875,  embarked  in  the  undertaking 
business,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  in  Fairfield 
Township,  to  which  he  has  since  given  his  attention 
and  is  the  leader  in  this  line   here,  getting  his  sup- 


plies from  Morenci.  He  was  married,  Sept.  3,  1854, 
to  one  of  the  most  estimable  young  ladies  of  this 
section.  Miss  Jerusha  S.,  daughter  of  Isaiah  Low^e, 
of  Jasper,  and  of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  Album.  Mrs.  White  was  born  in 
Adrian  Township,  April  13,  1834,  and  received  an 
excellent  education,  engaging  in  teaching  for  a 
time  before  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  four  children,  reared 
as  follows:  Lucius  T.  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Clark, 
and  is  farming  in  Fairfield  Township;  Zebina  died 
July  11,  1876,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Mabel 
(t.  is  the  wife  of  J.  Clark  Swick,  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship, and  Nellie  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  are  members  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church,  and  our  subject,  politically,  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket.  He  has  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  for  four  years  and  Drain 
Commissioner  three  years,  and  is  in  all  respects  a 
highly  respected  citizen. 


^OHN  STEEL,  a  retired  farmer  of  Macon 
Township,  is  spending  his  declining  years  in 
ease  and  comfort  at  his  snug  home  on  sec- 
tion 27,  where  he  has  sixty  acres  of  land 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  with  suitable 
and  convenient  buildings.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  township  for  a  period  of  twenty-three  years, 
and  is  favorably  known  to  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  Steel  is  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
was  born  in  1822.  His  parents  were  people  of  mod- 
est means,  and  their  children  early  in  life  were 
taught  to  depend  upon  their  own  resources.  John 
was  variously  occupied,  and  remained  in  the  county 
of  his  birth  until  the  spring  of  1850,  when  he  de- 
termined upon  a  change  of  location,  and  in  com- 
pany with  a  younger  sister,  set  sail  for  the  United 
States.  He  had  embarked  upon  a  sailing-vessel  at 
Greenwich,  and  after  a  few  days  out,  a  severe  storm 
came  up,  in  which  the  vessel  was  partially  wrecked 
and  compelled  to  put  back  to  the  same  port.  A 
few  days  later  they  started  again,  and  after  a  safe 
though  tedious  voyage  of  ten  weeks,  landed  in  New 
York    City.     The  long  time,  however,  which  they 
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had  been  compelled  to  spend  since  parting  with 
their  friends  had  exhausted  their  resources,  and  the}' 
found  themselves  penniless  and  among  strangers. 
Mr.  Steel,  however,  possessed  the  honest  face  which 
secured  for  him  friends  and  employment,  and  he 
continued  in  the  metropolis  for  a  period  of  four 
years.  In  the  meantime  his  father,  Samuel  Steel, 
had  joined  him,  and  died  in  New  York  City  about 
1854.  The  mother  had  died  in  her  native  Ireland 
when  our  subject  was  a  small  boy. 

Upon  leaving  New  York  City,  Mr.  Steel  mi- 
grated to  Livingston  County,  that  State,  where  he 
w^as  variously  employed  until  1864.  He  then  came 
on  a  prospecting  tour  to  Southern  Michigan,  and 
being  pleased  with  the  outlook,  purchased  the  land 
which  he  has  since  occupied.  This  was  practically 
uncultivated  at  that  time,  and  neighbors  were  few 
and  far  between,  but  the  ownership  of  propertj^ 
proved  a  stimulus  to  continued  exertion,  and  Mr. 
Steel,  in  due  time,  had  built  up  from  the  unculti- 
vated soil  a  comfortable  home  for  himself  and 
family. 

'Our  subject,  while  a  resident  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  was  married,  March  17,  1857,  to 
Miss  Jane  Taylor,  who,  like  her  husband,  was  born 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  March  26,  1826.  She  was 
there  reared  to  womanhood,  and  when  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  came  alone  to  the  United  States  and 
for  some  years  was  a  resident  of  New  York  City, 
where  she  met  her  future  husband.  Mrs.  Steel  ac- 
companied him  to  the  West,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Macon  Township,  March  10,  1883.  Of  the  six 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  only  two 
are  living:  Samuel  and  John;  the  others  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Samuel  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  19,  1858,  and  was  a  lad  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  this  county,  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school.  He  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  years, 
and  was  married  in  Ridgeway  Township,  Oct.  28, 
1 884,  to  Miss  Anna  Stewart.  This  lady  was  born  in 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Jan.  8,  1865,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  with  her  father  when  a  young 
child.  Her  father  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  Macon  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam- 
uel Steel  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Ira,  who 


was  born  Aug.  3,  1885,  and  Roy,  Nov.  16,  1887. 
They  are  living  at  the  homestead,  of  which  Samuel 
has  had  the  management  since  his  marriage. 

John  Steel,  the  younger  son  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York  in  1861,  and  is  assisting  his 
brother  in  carrying  on  the  farm.  The  entire  fam- 
ily are  members  and  regular  attendants  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  father  and  sons,  politically^ 
are  stanch  Republicans.  Samuel  Steel  is  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs  and  has  twice  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner. 


^^i-^^=^~ 


'  LBERT  D.  OSBORN.     The  subject  of  this 
jO     sketch  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
I    li    of  Medina  Township,  and  has  always  made 
(^  his  home  in  the   place  of  his  birth.     The 

Osborn  family  have  been  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  the  Empire  State  from  the  time  of  its 
early  settlement,  and  both  men  and  women  have 
distinguished  themselves  for  their  thrift  and  in- 
dustry. These  qualities  they  brought  with  them  to 
the  western  wilds,  and  their  descendants  are  no  less 
remarkable  for  the  resolute  and  determined  disposi- 
tion which  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  good 
homesteads  and  the  accumulation  of  a  competency. 
Of  Richard  H.  and  Permelia  (Gallup)  Osborn,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  a  sketch  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  this  volume. 

Albert  Osborn  was  born  in  Medina  Township, 
this  county,  June  25,  1847,  and  passed  his  early 
years  as  a  farmer's  boy,  attending  the  district 
school  and  assisting  in  the  lighter  labors  around  the 
homestead.  After  taking  a  full  term  in  the  High 
Schools  of  Medina  and  Hudson,  he  prepared  to  fol- 
low^ agriculture  on  his  own  account,  and  soon  after 
reaching  his  majority  w^as  married  in  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  Dec.  10,  1868,  to  Miss  Barbara, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Barch)  Linder- 
man.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Osborn  were  natives  of 
Germany  and  Pennsylvania  respectivel}^  and  their 
family  consisted  of  four  daughters  and  three  sons. 
Both  died  in  Richland  County,  where  their  daugh- 
ter Barbara  was  born  on  the  4th  of  March,  1848; 
she  was  the  sixth  child,  and  received  a  fair  educa- 
tion until  her  marriage.     This  union  resulted  in  the 
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birth  of  four  children:  Eusebius,  who  died  when 
seventeen  months  old;  Elwin  D.,  Edith  I.  and  Lnra 
E. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Osborii  includes  217  acres 
of  land  on  section  18,  in  Medina  Township,  upon 
which  he  has  effected  good  improvements,  a:.d 
where  he  is  carrying  on  general  farming  after  the 
most  modern  methods.  He  is  wide-awake,  in- 
dustrious and  energetic,  and  is  performing  his  part 
in  assisting  to  keep  up  the  reputation  of  one  i>f  tlie 
most  highly  respected  families  of  Lenawee  County. 
In  politics  he  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  takes  pride  in  his  farm  and  his  live  stock,  and 
has  been  quite  a  prominent  official  of  the  Agricult- 
ural Society,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  at  the  County  Fair. 


^- 
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'  NDREW  STEPHENSON,  foremost  among 
(@/ljII  the  men  w-ho  have  contributed  to  the  agri- 
cultural development,  and  the  intellectual 
and  moral  progress  of  Lenawee  County,  is 
now  a  resident  of  the  beautiful  village  of  Morenci, 
which  has  been  his  home  since  about  1856.  He 
purchased  120  acres  of  land  about  the  year  1857 
where  a  portion  of  Morenci  now  stands,  and  laid  out 
from  this  land  the  southern  portion  of  the  village. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Andrew  and  Lydia 
(Lamphear)  Stephenson,  who  were  both  natives  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  They  came  to  Lenawee 
County,  where  they  settled  in  Seneca  Township,  in 
1838,  and  with  the  exception  of  about  one  and 
one-half  years  which  they  spent  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  they  lived  in  Seneca  Township 
until  their  death.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eld- 
est son  and  the  second  in  order  of  the  family. 

Andrew^  Stephenson  was  born  in  Hancock  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1811,  and  resided  in  that  State  until  he 
came  to  Lenawee  County  in  1842.  While  living 
in  New  York  State  he  engaged  as  superintendent 
in  a  cotton-mill,  and  continued  in  that  business  four 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Lenawxe  County  and 
settled  in  Seneca  Township,  about  three  miles  north- 
east of  Morenci,    where  he  purchased   eighty  acres 


of  land,  to  which  he  afterward  added  160  acres. 
He  gave  his  attention  wholly  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  1856,  and  then  removed  into  the  village 
of  Morenci. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss  Polly  Haven,  a  native  of 
that  place.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Asa  Haven, 
and  the  sister  of  Hon.  S.  G.  Haven,  who  was  a  law 
partner  of  Millard  Fillmore,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  Congress  during  President  Fillmore's  adminis- 
tration. Mrs.  Stephenson  died  at  Morenci,  April 
23,  1877,  and  our  subject  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, Jan.  5,  1879,  to  Miss  Susan  Gehrig,  who  was 
born  in  Switzerland  in  1 843,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
George  Gehrig,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land, and  emigrated  to  America  with  his  family  in 
1848. 

Mr.  Stephenson  first  came  to  Lenawee  County  in 
1838,  but  remained  only  a  short  time,  and  did  not 
return  to  settle  permanently  until  six  years  later. 
This  county  was  then  in  a  primitive  condition,  and 
Mr.  Stephenson  experienced  all  the  vicissitudes  con- 
sequent on  pioneer  life.  He  has  contributed  his 
full  share  toward  its  upbuilding  and  development, 
and  is  now  in  the  decline  of  life  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  competency  and  able  to  look  back  upon  a  well- 
spent  life.  In  politics  Mr.  Stephenson  belonged, 
in  his  earlier  years,  to  the  Whig  party,  but  has  now 
cast  his  lot  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  is  an  un- 
flinching advocate  of  temperance,  and  thorough- 
going in  his  efforts  to  relieve  this  country  of  the  ob- 
noxious evil  of  intemperance.  When  he  came  to 
this  county  it  was  customary  on  all  occasions  which 
called  for  the  assembling  of  the  neighbors  to  fur- 
nish intoxicating  liquors  for  the  occasion;  no  house 
frame  could  be  raised  without  the  stimulating  ef- 
fects of  ''John  Barlej^corn."  Mr.  Stephenson  set  his 
face  against  this  evil,  positively  discountenancing 
the  use  of  liquor  in  any  form.  His  residence  in  a 
new  country  brought  him  in  contact  in  many  w^ays 
with  this  species  of  vice,  and  his  principles  of  total 
abstinence  became  fairly  rooted  and  grounded,  and 
he  has  since  stood  in  the  front  ranks  of  those  who 
advocate  its  entire  suppression. 

Mr.  Stephenson  laid  out  and  contributed  the 
land  for  the  public  park  at  Morenci,  and  has  never 
withheld  his  means  in  contributing  for  the  erection 
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of  churches  and  schools.  Believing  with  a  great 
writer,  that  education  is  a  better  safeguard  of  a  na- 
tion than  a  standing  army,  he  has  labored  to  give 
to  the  generation  growing  up  around  him  that  edu- 
cation which  should  make  of  them  better  men  and 
better  citizens.  With  this  worthy  object  in  view 
he  accepted  the  office  of  School  Director  in  Morenci, 
and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen- 
son, together  with  their  family,  are  attendants  at 
the  Methodist  Church. 


j^^  EYMOUR  A.  COLBATH,  of  Rome  Town- 

^^^    ship,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  early  pioneers 

Ift/^  of  this  county,  Hiram  C.  Colbath,  who  was 

born   in  Sodus,  Wa3^ne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  8, 

1823.     The  latter  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Colbath, 

who  was  born  in  Maine,  Dec.  27,  1788,  and  he  lived 

in  the  Pine  Tree  State  until  reaching  his  majority. 

He  then  sought  the  wilderness  of  Ontario  County, 

N.   Y.,    whence   he   afterward   removed    to  Wayne 

County,  and  from  there,  in  the  spring  of  1  832,  he 

came  with  his  family  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan 

and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Monroe  County, 

which  he  cultivated  and  occupied  until  his  death, 

July  22,  1837. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
man  of  much  force  of  character,  and  enjoyed  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  influential  men  of 
Monroe  County.  He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
and  served  first  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  after- 
ward as  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legislature. 
He  assisted  in  framing  the  first  State  Constitution, 
and  being  a  man  of  good  education,  did  good  serv- 
ice as  school  teacher  previously  in  Monroe  County. 
He  married  in  early  life  Miss  Sallie  Lewis,  who  was 
born  Feb.  11,  1794,  in  Connecticut,  the  wedding 
taking  place  on  the  21st  of  September,  1816.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom 
Hiram  C,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  fourth 
child  and  eldest  son. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  in  January,  1838,  de- 
cided upon  a  change  of  residence  from  Monroe  to 
Lenawee  County,  and  coming  into  Rome  Township, 
immediately  went  to  work  for  Daniel  Price,  with 


whom  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  followed 
his  calling  for  over  twenty  years,  erecting  a  large 
number  of  buildings  in  the  town  of  Rome  and  vicin- 
ity. In  the  spring  of  1845  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  on  section  28,  in 
Rome  Township,  to  which  he  afterward  added  un- 
til he  had  a  good  farm  of  1 20  acres.  This  he  cleared 
and  cultivated  and  supplied  with  a  good  set  of 
frame  buildings;  subsequently  he  purchased  another 
farm  on  section  35.  His  success  in  life  was  the  re- 
sult solely  of  his  own  enterprise  and  frugality,  as  he 
came  to  this  county  without  a  dollar  in  money. 
He  hauled  cord  wood  from  his  farm  to  Adrian  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  claims  to  have  handled  fully 
as  much,  if  not  more,  wood  in  Adrian  Township 
than  any  other  man  within  the  limits  of  Lenawee 
County. 

Hiram  C.  Colbath,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1846, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Betsey  Owen,  of  Wolcott, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  of  whom  Seymour  A.,  of  our  sketch, 
was  the  third  child,  and  was  born  Sept.  2,  1850,  in 
Rome  Township.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Wolcott,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  4,  1829,  and  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents  previous  to  1840.  She 
departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  Sept.  11,  1867. 
Hiram  Colbath  was  again  married,  Feb.  25,  1869,  to 
Miss  Cordelia,  daughter  of  John  and  Altheria  Hat- 
ter, of  Newfane,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.  This  lady  was 
born  Sept.  15,  1832,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Hatter,  of  New  York  State,  who  died  in  1851  ;  he 
was  a  prominent  politician  and  at  one  time  a  mer- 
chant of  Lockport.  His  wife  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Altheria  Bates,  and  she  also  died  in  Niagara 
County,  April  29,  1841.  Mrs.  Cordelia  Colbath  is 
now  living  in  Rome  Township. 

Seymour  A.  Colbath  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  re- 
maining under  the  parental  roof  and  attending  the 
district  school  during  the  winter  season.  As  soon 
as  old  enough  he  was  made  useful  around  the  home- 
stead, and  in  the  spring  of  1868  commenced  for 
himself,  working  a  farm  on  shares.  He  had  good 
health  and  was  stout  of  muscle,  and  his  chief  ambi- 
tion was  the  establishment  of  a  comfortable  home- 
stead.    He  chose   as  the  presiding  genius  of  this 
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Miss  Nancy  Trim,  of  Rome  Towiishii),  to  whom  he 
was  married  Sept.  2,  18G8.  Mrs.  Coibath  was  born 
Dec.  4,  1852,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Lovisa 
(Howard)  Trim,  natives  respectively  of  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Lenawee  County,  Mich.  Ira 
Trim  was  born  Dec.  24,  1820,  and  came  to  the 
West  before  his  marriage,  Feb.  19,  1852.  He  set- 
tled in  Rome  Township,  and  the  death  of  his  wife 
took  place  July  28, 1864.  The  parental  household 
included  five  children,  all  boys,  and  three  now  liv- 
ing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  Coibath  are  the  parents 
of  four  children:  William  E.,  who  was  born  Oct. 
25,  1869;  Hiram  I.,  Nov.  29,  1871;  Lelia  G.,  April 
25,  1875,  and  George  E.,  June  20,  1879;  they  are 
all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Coibath  votes 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket  and  has  filled  nearly 
all  the  local  offices  of  his  township.  He  now  farms 
on  1 20  acres  of  the  old  homestead. 
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^^  AMUEL  TINGLEY,  who  was  born  in  Sen- 
eca County,  N.  Y.,  May  12,  1818,  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1888, 
while  Michigan  was  j^et  a  Territory.  They 
had  traveled  overland  from  Detroit,  and  on  the 
17th  of  May  arrived  on  section  2,  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship, unloaded  their  goods  in  the  woods  and  made 
arrangements  to  stay.  Another  son  of  the  family 
preceded  them  in  1832,  and  took  up  the  claim  upon 
which,  as  soon  as  possible,  they  erected  a  log  house 
and  commenced  improvements.  The  following 
year,  however,  they  removed  farther  south  and  pur- 
chased 240  acres  of  land,  this,  also,  w^ithout  im- 
provements. Here  the}^  again  put  up  a  log  cabin, 
which  remained  the  home  of  the  family  until  the 
death  of  the  father,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years. 
Ilis  demise  was  brought  about  under  the  most  dis- 
tressing circumstances,  as,  in  trying  to  put  out  a 
fire,  he  either  was  seized  with  a  fit  and  fell  into 
the  fire,  or  was  otherwise  strangled ;  when  found  he 
was  quite  dead. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Daniel 
Tingley  by  name,  with  two  brothers,  emigrated 
from  Scotland,    and   settled  in  Sussex  County,  N. 


J.,  where  he  married  and  reared  his  family.  In 
early  life  he  had  learned  the  trades  of  tanner  and 
shoemaker,  and  upon  reaching  manhood,  was 
married  in  his  native  county,  whence  he  soon  after- 
ward moved  to  New  York  City,  where  he  followed 
his  trade,  and  finally  invested  a  part  of  his  surplus 
capital  in  100  acres  of  land  near  the  city.  Later 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  New  Jersey,  where  he 
engaged  in  trade  for  some  time,  and  then  went 
back  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent 
the  last  of  his  life,  and  lived  to  be  seventy-five  or 
eighty  years  of  age. 

The  grandmother  of  our  subject,  who  in  her 
girlhood  was  Miss  Margaret  Yan  Felt,  survived  her 
husband  some  years.  After  his  death  she  came  to 
the  West,  and  made  her  home  with  our  subject  in 
Adrian  Township,  until  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  The  Van  Pelts  were  originally 
from  Holland,  but  Grandmother  Tingley  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  where  her  people  followed  farming 
pursuits,  in  which  the  family  had  been  engaged  for 
generations. 

Samuel  Tingley,  Sr.,  like  his  father  before  him, 
learned  the  trades  of  a  tanner  and  shoemaker,  and 
also  worked  considerably  at  carpentering.  He  was 
a  natural  mechanic  and  remarkably  handy  in  the 
use  of  tools,  but  in  the  meantime  he  also  became 
familiar  with  the  various  employments  of  the  farm. 
About  1806  he  married  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
John  H.  Holcomb,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  at  an  earl}^  day,  and  located  in 
New  Jersey.  The  mother  of  our  sul)ject  died  at 
the  home  place  about  1848. 

Samuel  Tingley,  Jr.,  by  the  death  of  his  father, 
was  left  in  charge  of  the  family,  and  remained  with 
his  widowed  mother  several  years.  When  the  time 
came  for  the  settlement  of  the  estate,  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  since  been 
in  possession  of  the  homestead.  He  has  effected 
all  the  improvements  now  upon  it,  which  comprise 
a  set  of  good  frame  buildings,  neat  and  substantial 
fences,  and  all  the  other  adjuncts  necessary  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  agriculture.  The  home 
is  very  comfortable  and  attractive,  and  is  a  forci- 
ble reminder  of  the  perseverance  and  industry  of 
the  proprietor.  Samuel  Tingley,  Jr.,  like  his  father 
before  him,  was  an  old-lme  Whig  politically,  dur- 
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ing  his  early  manhood,  and  later  identified  himself 
with  the  Republican  party. 

Our  subject,  in  1844,  was  married  to  Miss  Jo- 
hanna, daughter  of  Jacob  Engell,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  early  in  life  and  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  in  New  York  State.  Mrs.  Ting- 
ley  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  27, 
1822.  She  became  the  mother  of  ^ve  children, 
and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship, Aug.  23,  1883.  Their  eldest  son,  Alfred  D., 
is  carrying  on  business  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass. ; 
Charles  E.  is  married  and  farming  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship; Samuel  O.  manages  the  homestead;  Esther 
J.  and  Ella  (twins)  remain  at  home  with  their 
father. 


C  KINZEY  SEELEY  is  now  a  resident  of 
Morenci,  where  he  removed  from  his  farm 
in  Medina  Township  in  the  fall  of  1887. 
He  came  to  Lenawee  County  in  1839,  where 
he  has  resided  ever  since  with  the  exception  of  two 
years.  He  is  the  owner  of  161  acres  of  land  in  Me- 
dina Township,  and  106  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Jonathan  and 
Freelove  S.  (Bromley)  Seeley,  who  were  both  na- 
tives of  New  England.  The  father  was  a  lover  of 
liberty,  and  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  In  1839  they  came  to  this  county,  set- 
tling in  Seneca  Township,  where  the  father  died  in 
October,  1839.  His  widow  was  afterward  married 
to  Ether  Barnes,  who  died  in  Medina  Township  in 
1866.  Of  her  first  union  there  was  born  a  family 
of  nine  children,  four  boys  and  five  girls,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  youngest. 

Mr.  Seeley  was  born  in  Franklin  Count}^  N.  Y., 
on  the  26th  of  September,  1835,  and  was  conse- 
quently four  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Lenawee  County.  At  that  early  day  the 
advantages  of  receiving  an  education  were  very 
limited,  being  confined  to  the  common  school,  which 
often  consisted  of  a  mere  log  hut,  around  three  walls 
of  which  slabs  were  arranged  for  benches,  while  the 
fourth  side  was  occupied  by  the  cavernous  fireplace, 
from  which  the  heat  made  very  uncomfortable  the 
children  sitting   near,  while  it  was    ineffectual    in 


counteracting  the  effects  of  the  hyperborean  blasts 
which  penetrated  the  chinks  of  the  cabin  at  the 
farther  end  of  the  room.  Mr.  Seeley  divided  his 
attentions  between  the  farm  and  this  school-room 
until  reaching  manhood,  when  he  exchanged  the 
school- room  for  the  woods. 

In  Adrian,  Mich.,  on  the22dof  December,  1862, 
our  subject  led  to  the  altar  the  maiden  of  his  choice. 
Miss  Adelia  L.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Amos  and  Mary 
(McCrillis)  Kendall,  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
New  York  State,  and  her  father  was  by  profession 
a  physician.  They  afterward  removed  to  Fulton 
County,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Medina  Township,  this 
county,  wiiere  the}^  resided  many  years.  In  their 
old  age  they  returned  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Fayette, 
where  the  father  died  Nov.  16,  1884;  his  widow 
survives  him.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  four  sons,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Seeley  was  the  third  child,  and  was  born  in  Fayette, 
Ohio,  Jan.  13,  1844. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seeley  have  been  blessed  with  a 
family  of  four  children — Mary  E.,  Lillian  E.,  Jennie 
M.  and  an  infant  unnamed.  Mary  E.  is  uoav  de- 
ceased; Lillian  is  the  wife  of  Millard  George,  and 
Jennie  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

In  politics  Mr.  Seeley  is  Republican,  though  he 
does  not  aspire  to  office,  preferring  to  give  his  at- 
tention to  the  details  of  his  business.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 

C|7  EVI  EDDY  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
I  /^  pioneer  families  of  Lenawee  County;  in- 
11 1— ^  deed,  he  may  be  considered  a  pioneer  him- 
self, as,  although  he  was  but  a  boy  when  he  came 
here  with  his  parents,  he  underwent  with  them  all 
the  experiences  of  pioneer  life,  and  assisted  in 
building  up  their  home.  He  can  remember  when 
this  part  of  the  county  was  mostly  covered  with 
forest  trees,  with  a  few  clearings  marking  the  homes 
of  other  pioneers,  and  when  wild  beasts,  such  as 
bears,  panthers  and  wolves,  infested  the  country. 
He  can  remember  when  there  were  no  roads  to 
other  parts  of  the  county,  or  to  adjoining  counties, 
and  when  a  trip  to  market  or  mill  was  more  diffl^- 
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cult,  and  soiiietiiiies  required  a  greater  length  of 
time,  than  a  journey  across  the  continent  to-day. 
Mr.  Eddy  is  intelligent  and  well  informed  on  all 
the  topics  of  the  day,  but  his  conversation  in  re- 
gard to  his  early  life  is  of  special  interest,  and  one 
o-ets  from  it  a  very  vivid  idea  of  the  times  when 
this  county  was  newdy  settled,  of  its  appearance,  and 
of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  pioneers,  who, 
coming  from  older  and  earlier  settled '.States,  had  to 
adapt  themselves  to  a  new  life  almost  on  the  very 
frontier  of  civilization. 

Levi  Eddy  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
July  7,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Eddy 
(for  parental  history  see  sketch  of  Elisha  Eddy). 
lie  was  ten  years  of  age  when  his  parents  brought 
him  to  this  State,  and  settled  in  Blissfield.  The 
surrounding  country  for  many  miles  was  a  dense 
wilderness,  where  wild  beasts  prowled,  and  wild 
turkeys  and  other  game  were  abundant.  It  was  the 
custom  then  among  the  pioneers  to  go  hunting  in 
the  fall  of  the  year,  and  our  subject  has  partici- 
pated in  many  such  expeditions,  and  has  himself 
killed  deer,  bears,  and  the  smaller  game.  There 
were  no  public  roads  when  they  first  came  here, 
and  his  father  assisted  in  cutting  ties  for  the  Territo- 
rial road,  leading  from  Toledo  to  Adrian.  The  father 
purchased  a  farm,  and  Levi  helped  him  to  fell  and 
roll  the  logs  together  to  clear  the  farm,  remaining 
with  his  parents  until  184*5. 

Mr.  Eddy  married  in  1845,  and  established  a 
home  of  his  own  on  sections  3  and  10,  in  Riga 
Township,  which  then  formed  a  part  of  Blissfield 
Township,  and  at  that  time  there  were  probably 
not  more  than  half  a  dozen  families  within  its  pres- 
ent boundaries.  There  had  been  but  fourteen  acres 
of  his  land  cleared,  while  the  rest  of  it,  like  that 
which  joined  it,  was  heavily  timbered,  and  included 
in  the  district  known  as  Cottonwood  Swamp.  After 
the  land  became  his  own  began  the  long  and  weari- 
some task  of  clearing  it,  and  preparing  it  for  the 
plow.  He  cut  a  road  through  the  woods  to  his 
land,  and  built  a  log  house,  to  which  humble  home 
he  brought  his  bride,  and  there  they  commenced 
their  journey  through  life  together.  For  forty- 
three  years  they  have  lived  on  this  farm,  where  by 
their  united  labors  they  have  built  up  a  pleasant 
home.     The  land  is  cleared,  w^ell  drained,  and  in  a 


good  state  of  tillage,  and  good  frame  buildings 
have  replaced  the  more  primitive  ones  of  earlier 
years. 

Mrs.  Eddy,  whose  maiden  name  was  Thirza 
Crockett,  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary 
Crockett  (see  sketch  of  John  Crockett  for  parental 
history),  and  was  born  in  Huron,  Wayne  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  29,  1824.  She  is  the  mother  of  four<;hil- 
dren,  namely:  John,  who  lives  on  the  homestead; 
William,  on  the  home  place  in  Riga,  and  Celestia, 
in  Blissfield :  Lorinda  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Hon- 
singer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddy  are  widely  known  in  this 
township,  where  thc}^  have  made  their  home  for  so 
many  years,  and  their  genuine  worth  and  un- 
doubted integrity  of  purpose  and  actions  have  won 
for  them  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people 
around  them. 


^  FENCER  H.  F0STP:R,  in  company  with  his 
son  Ellsworth  D.,  established  the  Clayton 
Journal  in  the  summer  of  1887,  and  is  con- 
ducting one  of  the  spiciest  little  newspapers 
in  this  part  of  the  Wolverine  State.  He  has  had 
considerable  business  and  newspaper  experience,  and 
is  a  man  of  genial  temperament  who  invariably  finds 
friends  wherever  he  goes.  He  holds  a  life-long  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  Lenawee  County,  of  which  he 
is  a  native,  having  been  born  at  the  homestead  of  his 
father  in  Dover  Township,  Oct.  30,  1844. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Harley  D.  and  Nancy 
(Abbott)  Foster,  were  natives  of  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  the  latter  the  daughter  of  the  late  Ezra  Ab- 
bott, of  Dover  Township.  Harley  D.  Foster  came 
to  this  county  early  in  1835  with  his  parents,  and 
helped  to  clear  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Dover  Township;  he  remained  at  home  un- 
til his  marriage,  Oct.  17,  1843.  After  their  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  settled  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  and 
there  made  their  home  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
The  father,  then  desirous  of  retiring  from  active 
labor,  sold  out  and  removed  to  the  village  of  Clay- 
ton, where  the  parents  still  reside  and  enjoy  the 
friendship  of  a  large  circle  of   acquaintances.     Of 
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their  three  children,  Spencer  H.,  of  our  sketch,  is 
the  eldest ;  Mary  N.  became  the  wife  of  Joel  Field, 
now  deceased,  and  is  a  resident  of  Jackson,  this 
State,  while  George  S.  is  engaged  in  the  grocer}^ 
business  at  Clayton. 

GUI'  subject  continued  ainid  the  quiet  scenes  of 
country  life  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  became 
familiar  with  the  varied  employments  of  the  farm, 
which  served  to  develop  his  muscle  and  strengthen 
a  naturally  bouyant  constitution.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  obtained  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers' 
sons,  and  he  received  careful  home  training,  which, 
with  the  development  of  correct  habits,  has  con- 
tributed to  his  success  as  a  man  among  men.  Upon 
reaching  his  twentieth  year,  he  leffc  the  farm  and 
was  variously  engaged  until  the  spring  of  1870, 
when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  Butler  County,  Kan.,  where  he  engaged  in 
stock-raising  about  four  years,  and  then  returning 
to  his  native  State,  carried  on  farming  in  Ingham 
County  for  three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
acquired  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  now  selling  out, 
removed  to  Clayton  and  engaged  as  clerk  for  John 
C.  Benedict,  with  whom  he  remained  nearly  seven 
years,  after  which  he  was  engaged  as  a  traveling 
salesman  until  the  spring  of  1887. 

Mr.  Foster  is  a  man  who  has  always  kept  himself 
well  posted  upon  current  events,  and  has  always 
been  greatly  interested  in  newspaper  work.  His  son 
Ellsworth  D.,  having  developed  good  capacities  for 
this  department  of  business,  he  joined  with  him  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Clayton  Journal^  which  is 
generously  patronized  by  an  appreciative  public, 
and  bears  fair  comparison  with  other  journals  of 
this  description;  the  office  is  conveniently  equipped 
for  both  job  and  newspaper  work. 

The  home  of  Mr.  Foster  is  pleasantly  located  in 
the  central  part  of  the  village,  and  is  the  resort  of 
the  refined  people  of  Clayton.  Here  he  was  mar- 
ried over  twenty  years  ago,  Sept.  12,  1867,  to  Miss 
Louisa  M.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Susan  (Sanford) 
Benedict,  natives  of  Canada.  The  Benedicts  came 
to  this  county  in  1854,  locating  at  once  in  Dover 
Township,  and  have  been  residents  of  Clayton  and 
vicinity  for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Bene- 
dict was  subsequently  married  to  Miss  Cordelia  Cur- 
tis, of  Oakland  County,  whose  parents  were  residents 


there  about  four  years,  and  thence  removed  to 
Hitchcock  County,  Neb.  Mr.  Benedict  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  Clayton,  and  also  held  the  office 
of  Postmaster.  The  children  of  Mr.  Benedict  by 
his  first  wife  were  named  respectively,  John  C, 
Louisa  M.,  Hiram  and  Sarah. 

Of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  S.  H.  Foster  and  Miss 
Benedict  there  were  born  three  sons — Ellsworth  D., 
Fred  H.  and  Clair  B.  p]llsworth  D.  Foster,  al- 
though comparatively  young  in  years,  has  developed 
good  business  capacities,  and  is  more  than  ordinar- 
ily enterprising  and  industrious.  He  was  always 
naturally  fond  of  reading,  and  when  quite  a  youth 
developed  a  taste  for  the  newspaper  business.  When 
but  seventeen  years  old  he  purchased  the  Green- 
wich (Ohio)  Enterprise,  which  he  conducted  but  a 
few  months,  being  obliged  to  abandon  it  on  account 
of  failing  eyesight.  Upon  his  recovery  he  became 
proprietor  of  the  Lodi  Review  in  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  which  he  conducted  nine  months  and  until 
establishing  with  his  father  the  Clayton  Journal, 
Both  father  and  son  are  ready  writers,  and  keep 
fully  posted  upon  the  news  of  the  day.  Our  sub- 
ject is  liberal  in  temperance  and  politics,  voting  in- 
dependently and  conducting  the  paper  upon  the 
same  principle.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  many  years  ago,  and  is  num- 
bered among  its  most  useful  and  valued   members. 

>RANK  W.  CLAY.  As  Mr.  Clay  is  a  man 
who  is  widely  known  as  an  able  financier 
and  as  a  representative  business  man  of 
Lenawee  County,  this  work  would  be  incomplete 
without  the  sketch  of  his  life  which  is  here  given. 
Mr.  Clay  was  born  May  24,  1837,  at  Farmer  Vil- 
lage, Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Bradbury 
S.  Clay,  one  of  the  pioneer  Baptist  ministers  of 
Michigan,  and  Mary  (Raymer)  Clay. 

Our  subject  was  two  years  of  age  when  his  fa- 
ther moved  to  the  "great  West"  with  his  family, 
locating  in  Michigan.  Undoubtedlj^  the  home  of 
this  pioneer  preacher  was  the  center  of  more  cult- 
ure and  refinement  than  is  generally  obtained  in  the 
homes  of  the  settlers  around  it,  but  at  the  same 
time  his  means  were  necessarily  limited,  and   the 
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advantages  he  could  afford  his  children  were 
meager.  The  life  of  the  pioneer  minister,  who  no- 
bly went  forth  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  the  sparsely 
settled  and  struggling  hamlets  of  the  newly  settled 
Western  States,  was  one  of  unceasing  toil,  sacrifice, 
and  sometimes  even  of  privation;  and  as  his 
family  shared  with  him  these  toils  and  sacrifices 
life  was  to  them  no  bed  of  roses.  Our  subject  fol- 
lowed the  varying  fortunes  of  his  father's  family  as 
a  minister's  son  in  a  new  country,  picking  up  a  lit- 
tle education  here  and  there  in  the  district  schools 
of  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  where  his  father 
held  pastoral  charges  at  different  times.  This  dis- 
cipline was  wholesome,  nurturing  in  him  those 
manly  qualities  of  helpfulness,  self-reliance  and 
energy,  and  sending  him  forth  into  the  world  at  the 
youthful  age  of  twelve  years  with  the  sound  con- 
stitution and  healthy  appetite  bred  of  simple  fare. 
As  a  further  preparation  for  his  liand-to-hand  con- 
flict with  the  vicissitudes  of  the  w^orld,  he  took  a 
course  of  study  at  Oberlin,  supporting  himself  in 
the  meantime  by  labor  out  of  school  hours.  Thus 
fortified,  and  with  no  other  capital,  the  sturdy  lad 
came  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  and  entered  as  a  clerk  in 
the  drug-store  of  8.  E,  Hart.  His  life  has  since 
been  passed  in  Adrian,  first  as  druggist,  then  in  the 
loan  oflfice  of  E.  L.  Clark,  and  now  as  a  banker, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Waldby  &  Clay,  doing- 
business  in  the  bank  building  at  the  corner  of 
Maumee  and  Main  streets.  It  should  be  his  pride 
that. he  has  risen  to  this  position  b}'  his  own  indom- 
itable energy  and  perseverance. 

Mr.  Clay  w^as  married  to  Amelia  C.  Hickox,  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1862;  she  is  a 
native  of  Avon  Springs,  N.  Y"".  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clay  have  been  born  two  children:  a  son.  Rial, 
who  possesses  much  of  the  business  tact  and  ability 
that  characterize  his  father,  and  is  in  business  Avith 
him,  and  an  accomplished  daughter,  Gerald ine, 
who  graces  their  home. 

Mrs.  Clay,  a  lady  of  much  culture  and  true  re- 
finement, presides  over  a  well-appointed  home,  dis- 
pensing its  hospitalities  with  a  free  hand,  as  all 
know  who  have  crossed  its  threshold.  Mr.  Clay  is 
a  man  of  clear,  vigorous  mind,  endow^ed  with  ex- 
ceptional business  talent,  making  him  a  man  of  in- 
fluence in  the  city  with  wliose  interests  his  own  are 


so  closely  identified.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
In  so  far  as  pohtics^means  a  service  of  self,  he  is 
above  it,  but  in  so  far  as  it  means  a  service  to  the 
community  in  which  one  lives  and  to  the  country 
to  which  one  belongs,  he  has  taken  satisfaction  in 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  appertaining  to 
those  civic  oflfices  to  which  his  fellow-citizens  have 
been  pleased  to  call  him.  He  was  City  Treasurer 
for  two  years,  his  practical  experience  in  finances 
well  fitting  him  for  that  post.  He  was  School  Di- 
rector for  three  years,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  educational  matters. 


^^ 


EWIS  C.  FITTS,  the  champion  fruit-dryer 
^  of  Lenawee  County,  has  for  many  years  car- 
^  ried  on  this  business  in  RoUin  Township, 
after  a  process  which  was  the  invention  of  his  father, 
and  which  is  familiarly  known  as  the  "  Fitts'  Patent 
Process  of  Drying  Fruits."  This  is  conceded  to 
l)e  the  best  in  the  market,  taking  the  lead  over  200 
other  patents  now  in  use  throughout  the  country. 
It  has  a  capacity  of  from  100  to  300  bushels  per 
ten  hours.  The  machines  are  manufactured  right 
on  the  grounds  wherever  desirable  to  be  set.  To 
this  business  Mr.  F.  devotes  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention, and  realizes  annually  a  handsome  profit. 
He  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  but  he  aban- 
doned that  calling  after  two  years,  and  has  since 
devoted  himself  to  his  present  business,  in  which 
he  takes  a  genuine  interest,  and  puts  forth  his  best 
efforts.  He  removed  into  RoUin  in  1880,  and  took 
possession  of  his  present  home  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  village  on  the  1st  of  September,  1883.  The 
residence  and  its  surroundings  indicate  the  home 
of  a  well-to-do  citizen  contented  with  his  lot,  and 
living  at  peace  with  his  neighbors. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
March  25,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Harrison  and 
Nancy  E.  (Houston)  Fitts,  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts and  New  York.  The  parents  are  still  living, 
making  their  home  in  Blissfield.  They  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living, 
mostly  residents  of  this  county.  Mr.  Fitts  con- 
tinued under  the  parental  roof  until  thirt}^  years  of 
age,  and  upon  leaving  school  worked  with  his  father, 
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and  operated  a  flour  and  saw  mill.  About  this  time 
he  became  interested  in  fruit-drying,  together  with 
farming,  in  both  of  which  he  engaged  in  company 
with  a  brother.  The  partnership  only  lasted  three 
weeks,  Lewis  C.  purchasing  the  interest  of  his 
brother  in  the  fruit-drying  business,  and  renting 
also  the  farm  of  the  latter.  This,  however,  he 
abandoned  two  years  later. 

About  this  time,  having  in  prospect  a  comfort- 
able home  and  the  wherewithal  to  make  a  living, 
Mr.  Fitts  proffered  his  heart  and  fortunes  to  one  of 
the  most  estimable  young  ladies  of  Rollin  Town- 
ship, Miss  Nettie,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Ann 
(Whitfield)  Baker,  and  the  wedding  was  celebrated 
at  the  home  of  the  bride,  March  31,  1881,  and 
amidst  general  rejoicing.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
Fitts  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  the  county, 
and  located  in  Fairfield  Township,  where  her  birth 
took  place  Aug.  20,  1853.  She  was  the  second  in 
a  family  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitts  after  their  marriage  tookaip 
their  residence  within  the  village*  of  Rollin,  and  are 
now  the  parents  of  a  bright  little  boy,  Harry,  who 
was  born  Jan.  10,  1882. 

Mr.  Fitts  shipi  the  product  of  his  drying  estab- 
lishment mostly  to  Chicago,  where  he  finds  a  ready 
market  annually,  and  where  he  has  disposed  of 
hundreds  of  tons.  As  a  business  man  he  is  thor- 
oughly reliable,  and  his  genial  social  qualities  make 
him  a  general  favorite.  In  former  years  he  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  ticket,  out  now  votes  the 
Prohibition  ticket,  and  is  one  of  the  most  active 
workers  in  the  cause  of  temperance. 

/  AMES  HARVEY  TERWILLIGER.  Among 
the  citizens  of  Lenawee  Comity  who  are  in- 
dustriously engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits', 
J  and  who  have  made  the  most  of  the  golden 
opportunities  afforded  by  the  rich  soil  of  Michigan, 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  early  settlement 
here  when  this  county  was  being  newly  settled  was 
one  of  those  seeming  incidents  that  sometimes  oc- 
cur in  the  life  of  a  man  and  seem  to  change  the 
whole  course  of  his  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  prosperous 


farmer  in  the  State  of  New  York,  disposed  of  his 
property  there  in  the  year  1840,  with  the  determin- 
ation to  try  farming  on  the  rich  and  more  easily 
cultivated  prairies  of  some  distant  western  territory, 
where  the  land  had  not  been  worn  out  by  over 
cultivation.  It  so  happened  that  when  he  was  pre- 
pared to  start  on  his  ^vestern  journey,  he  was  de- 
tained on  some  business,  and  allowed  his  wife  and 
five  children  to  precede  him  to  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  to 
make  a  visit  to  a  brother  of  our  subject,  and  there 
to  await  his  coming  before  they  pushed  on  to  the 
promised  land.  While  they  were  staying  at  the 
house  of  the  brother,  the  son  James  visited  this 
county,  and  he  was  so  favorably  impressed  with  the 
lay  of  the  land,  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  scenery,  that  when  his  father  arrived 
in  Michigan  he  induced  him  to  locate  in  Lenawee 
County,  so  it  came  about  that  Hudson  was  the  town- 
ship chosen  for  their  abiding-place,  and  that  to-day 
the  son  is  still  occupying  its  soil,  and  is  an  honored 
and  useful  citizen  of  this  community. 

Mr.  Terwilliger  was  born  in  Wawarsing,  Ulster 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  20,  1816.  His  father,  James  Ter- 
williger, was  born  Sept.  28,  1778,  it  is  thought  in  the 
same  town,  arid  his  grandfather,  Benjamin  by  name, 
was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  that  town. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  there  married  Mary  Terwilliger,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Abraham 
Terwilliger.  After  marriage  they  continued  resi- 
dents of  Ulster  County  until  1821,  removing  then 
to  Cayuga  County,  and  again  in  1825,  to  Wayne 
County,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Ontario.  In 
1840,  Mr.  Terwilliger  disposed  of  his  pi'operty  in 
order  to  remove  to  some  newly  settled  Territory,  and 
his  family  preceded  him  to  Michigan,  as  above  re- 
lated. They  journeyed  to  Rochester  with  a  team, 
and  there  took  passage  on  the  canal  for  Buffalo, 
whence  they  embarked  on  the  lake  for  Detroit; 
from  there  they  drove  to  Ypsilanti  with  a  pair  of 
horses  that  they  had  brought  with  them.  After  the 
fattier  came  to  Michigan  he  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  12,  of  Hudson  Township,  and  in  the 
little  log  shanty  that  was  on  the  place  at  the  time  of 
purchase  the  family  made  their  home  until  he  could 
build  a  more  commodious  log  house.  This  he  soon 
had  ready  for  occupancy  with  the  help  of  others;  it 
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was  16x24  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  mud-and-stick 
chimney  and  a  puncheon  floor.  Twenty  acres  o^ 
the  timber  had  been  felled  but  none  of  the  logging 
had  been  done  except  on  two  acres.  The  father 
cleared  the  greater  part  of  his  land  and  erected  a 
good  frame  barn  before  his  death.  His  eyes  closed 
to  the  scenes  of  earth  on  the  29th  of  February, 
1844.  and  from  that  humble  home  wiiich  he  had 
built  mainly  by  his  own  hands  all  that  was  mortal  of 
him  was  taken  to  its  last  resting-place.  His  devoted 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  on  the  old 
homestead  Dec.  13,  1874. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm  in  New  York  State,  and  there  took  his 
first  lessons  in  farming.  When  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  live  in  this  township  the  country  round 
about  was  in  quite  a  wild  state;  wolves,  deer  and 
other  wild  game  had  not  fled  before  the  advancing 
steps  of  civilization.  Adrian  was  for  some  years 
their  nearest  market,  and  was  then  the  western  ter- 
minns  of  the  railway.  Mr.  Terwilliger  tells  an  inci- 
dent of  traveling  by  rail  in  that  day,  which  is  rather 
amusing  as  looked  upon  by  the  light  of  the  present, 
but  which  was  not  probably  particularly  so  to  the 
participants  of  that  journey  taken  so  long  ago.  It 
well  illustrates  the  gigantic  strides  that  have  been 
made  in  the  last  half  century  to  promote  the  com- 
fort of  the  traveler,  and  to  speed  him  to  his  desti- 
nation; and  also  shows  the  contrast  between  the 
comfortless,  tedious  journeys  of  that  time  and  the 
ease  and  swiftness  with  which  we  are  borne  long- 
distances  at  the  present  day,  and  by  the  genius  of  a 
Pullman  are  enabled  to  travel  surrounded  by  all 
the  luxuries  and  comforts  of  home.  In  1841  he 
revisited  his  native  State,  and  on  his  return  to  Mich- 
igan performed  the  last  part  of  the  journey  from 
Toledo  to  Adrian  by  rail,  it  taking  nearly  a  whole 
day  to  go  that  distance.  The  cars  were  so  cold  and 
uncomfortable  generally  that  he  and  others  got  out 
of  the  train  and  ran  alongside  of  it  to  keep  warm, 
and  to  stretch  their  cramped  limbs. 

Our  subject  always  remained  with  his  parents, 
and  was  their  comfort  and  stay  in  their  old  age. 
His  marriage  took  place  May  11,  1869,  with  E.  Ma- 
tilda Young,  who  was  born  in  Romulus,  Seneca  Co., 
N.  Y.,  June  8,  1833.  Mrs.  Terwilliger's  father,  John 
Young,  was  born  in  England  in  1796,  and   was  the 


son  of  Joseph  Young,  who  came  to  America  with 
his  wife  and  located  in  Seneca  County,  where  the 
latter  died.  After  that  he  returned  to  England, 
and  there  passed  his  remaining  years.  His  son, 
Mrs.  Terwilliger's  father,  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  and  married  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
He  was  well  educated  and  taught  school,  and  he 
also  studied  medicine  and  practiced  it  in  various 
places.  After  marriage  he  bought  a  farm  in  Rom- 
ulus, and  lived  on  it  for  awhile,  and  then  sold  it, 
buying  another  in  Seneca  County,  near  the  town  of 
Ovid,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Holland 
Purchase,  New  York.  He  was  a  licensed  minister 
in  the  Methodist  Church,  and  often  varied  his  duties 
as  a  farmer  or  physician  by  preaching  in  other 
towns  wherever  needed.  After  carrying  on  his  farm 
for  a  short  time  he  sold  it  and  turned  his  attention 
to  the  mercantile  business  in  Ovid,  but  in  1853  he 
disposed  of  his  business  interests  and  removed  to 
Maryland,  where  he  bought  200  acres  of  land.  He 
did  not  like  it  there,  however,  and  soon  sold  his 
farm  and  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  bought 
a  farm  in  Varick  Township,  on  which  he  resided 
for  five  years,  when  he  went  to  Geneva  and 
practiced  medicine  at  tlie  water  cure  establishment 
with  Dr.  Smith.  In  a  few  months  he  left  there  and 
went  West,  and  practiced  his  profession  in  Mc- 
Gregor, Iowa,  for  a  year,  going  from  there  to  High- 
land Park,  111.  In  the  year  1864  he  removed  to 
Marion  County,  111.,  and  bought  a  tract  of 
land  near  Kinmundy,  and  there  death  closed  his 
earthly  pilgrimage  in  September,  1877.  There  his 
faithful  wife,  the  companion  of  his  wanderings,  pre- 
ceded him  to  that  home  not  built  with  hands,  her 
death  occurring  in  September,  1 868.  During  his  resi- 
idence  in  America  Mr.  Young  had  revisited  his  old 
home  in  England  twice,  the  first  time  in  1833,  and 
the  last  time  while  he  lived  in  Illinois.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Paulina  Schooley,  was 
the  daughter  of  William  II.  and  Anna  (Miller) 
Schooley.  Mr.  Schooley  died  at  the  home  of  a 
daughter  in  Washtenaw  County,  at  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  two  years;  his  wife  died  in  Romulus, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Terwilliger  had  two  sisters  and  two 
brothers  who  grew^  to  maturity.  Her  eldest  sister, 
I^azetta,  married  William  C.  Barker,  of  Watkins, 
N.  Y.,  where  she  died,    and    Frances    A.    married 
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Frank  Lercli,  of  Waukegan,  111.,  and  died  in  that 
place.  William  T.,  lier  elder  brother,  was  grad- 
uated from  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  now  resides  in  Vine- 
land,  N.  J.  Her  brother  Joseph  is  also  a  resident 
of  that  place,  and  is  an  inventor. 

Mr.  Terwilliger  joined  the  Methodist  p43iscopal 
Church  in  1842,  and  has  ever  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously lived  up  to  its  teachings ;  lie  has  been  a 
Class-Leader  and  Exhorter  in  the  church.  He  and 
his  amiable  wife  command  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  in  the  community.  They  have  a  pleas- 
ant and  cosy  home,  and  the  friend  or  stranger  cross- 
ing its  threshold  is  sure  of  a  cordial  welcome.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Terwilliger  liave  no  children  of  their  own, 
but  have  adopted  a  child  of  her  sister,  Lucian  C 
Lerch. 

f/SAIAH  W.  ROBERTSON,  a  representative 
farmer  and  public-spirited  citizen,  is  a  resident 
on  section  15,  Ogden  Township,  and  has  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  promoting  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  township.  It  has  been  well  said 
that  the  histor}^  and  character  of  a  country  may  be 
learned  by  a  study  of  its  people,  so  it  is  that  we 
may  learn  much  of  the  history  of  Lenawee  County 
in  turning  the  pages  of  this  work  and  reading  the 
brief  biographies  of  such  men  as  the  one  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  We  learn 
of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  in  wrest- 
ing the  land  from  the  hand  of  nature,  and  of  the 
obstacles  their  heroism  overcame  in  the  early  set- 
tlement of  the  community,  and  read  of  the  part 
that  they,  or  their  descendants,  have  taken  in 
directing  public  affairs  and  in  promoting  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  county  till  it  has  attained  its 
present  high  rank  among  the  counties  of  the  State. 
Isaiah  W.  Robertson  was  born  in  Preston  County, 
W.  Va.,  April  11,  1842,  and  is  the  fifth  son  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Robertson  (for  parental  his- 
tory see  sketch  of  Oeorge  P.  Robertson).  He  was 
but  a  year  old  when  his  parents  left  their  home  in 
Virginia  and  migrated  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  for  some  years;  then, after  a  brief 
residence  in  Medina  County,  that  State,  they  re- 
moved in  1854  to  this  county  and  located  in  Ogden 
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Township.  This  township  had  been  then  for  some 
years  struggling  for  existence  in  the  dense  forest 
that  surrounded  and  invaded  the  famous  Cotton- 
wood Swamp,  where  it  was  partly  located.  Our 
subject  was  thirteen  years  old  when  the  famil}^ 
came  to  this  township.  His  father  bought  a  tract 
of  land  heavily  timbered,  and  whether  or  not  he 
believed  in  the  old  couplet 

•'Satan  finds  some  mischief  still 
For  idle  luuids  to  do.'' 
he  kept  his  sons  out  of  mischief  by  keeping  them 
steadily  at  work  clearing  the  land,  sowing  the  seed 
and  gathering  the  harvest.  While  thus  engaged 
our  subject  contracted  habits  of  industry  which 
have  been  useful  to  him  in  after  years,  and  to  which 
he  is  in  a  great  measure  indebted  for  his  success 
in  life.  His  work  on  the  farm  was  varied  by  at- 
tendance at  the  district  school.  The  schools  of 
those  days  in  Ogden  and  the  surrounding  town- 
shii)S  were  not  so  good  as  the  schools  of  to-day,  for 
it  was  impossible  in  those  sparsely  settled  places  to 
take  advantage  of  the  excellent  school  system  of 
Michigan,  which  had  been  formulated  by  the  learned 
John  D.  Pierce  under  the  vigorous  encouragement 
and  hearty  co-operation  of  such  men  as  Gov.  Cass 
and  Gen.  Crary,  and  adopted  by  the  State  in  1837. 
Mr.  Robertson  had  not  yet  attained  his  majority 
when  the  war  broke  out,  and  was  not  then  at  liberty 
to  go  forth  in  his  country's  defense,  so  he  con- 
tinued working  quietly  on  his  father's  farm,  watch- 
ing the  progress  of  the  war  with  burning  interest. 
On  the  4th  of  August,  1862,  he  dropped  his  scythe 
in  the  field,  hastened  to  Adrian,  and  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  18th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  going  to 
the  front  with  that  regiment,  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  of  service  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  June  26,  1865.  He  returned  to  his 
father's  home  the  following  14th  of  July,  where  he 
has  since  discharged  his  duties  as  a  civilian  with  the 
same  faithfulness  and  patriotism  that  characterized 
his  career  as  a  soldier.  He  resumed  his  duties  on 
the  farm,  working  by  the  month  for  his  father,  re- 
maining in  his  employ  until  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  March  17,  1867,  with  Miss  Amanda 
Packard.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Mary  (Patten)  Packard,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  and   early  settlers  of  Fulton  County,  Ohio, 
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where  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Robertson,  was  born. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  have  one  son,  Joseph 
Nathaniel,  born  Dec.  13,  1867. 

After  liis  marriage  Mr.  Robertson,  in  company 
with  his  brother,  rented  his  father's  farm  for  three 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  located 
on  the  forty  acres  of  land  which  he  had  bought 
before  his  return  from  the  war,  and  he  still  con- 
tinues to  make  his  residence  there.  At  the  time  of 
purchase  there  were  only  fifteen  acres  cleared,  and 
a  small  log  cabin  on  it,  but  he  now  has  a  good  set 
of  farm  bnildings,  and  has  added  to  his  landed 
estate  until  he  owns  290  acres  of  land,  150  of 
which  are  under  cultivation,  and  a  part  of  the  rest 
cleared  and  good  pasture  land. 

Mr.  Robertson  is  a  self-made  man,  and  has  ably 
tilled  many  offices  of  trust  in  this  township.  He 
has  been  interested  in  procuring  the  present  excep- 
tional educational  advantages  of  the  township,  and 
for  nine  years  served  as  School  Director,  while  he 
is  at  present  School  Assessor,  and  has  served  for 
seventeen  years  as  Highway  Commissioner.  When 
he  was  first  elected  to  this  office  but  little  had  been 
done  in  the  township  in  the  line  of  road  building, 
but  he  immediately  commenced  the  improvement 
of  the  roads  already  built,  and  the  construction  of 
many  miles  more,  and  has  since  superintended  the 
building  of  nearly  every  road  in  the  township.  It 
is  due  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  man  that 
no  township  in  the  connty  has  better  or  more  miles 
of  roads  than  Ogden  Township. 

Socially,  Mr.  Robertson  stands  high  in  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a  member  of  David  Becher  Post 
No.  25,  G.  A.  R.;  Blue  Lodge  No.  114,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  Adrian  Chapter  No.  10;  Knights  Templar 
No.  4,  Adrian.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


UGENE  F.  F( 

Eing  business  r 
ty,  is  a  reside 
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^J^  UGENE  F.  FORD,  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
I  men  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
lent  of  section  3  in  the  fractional 
part  of  Riga  Township,  less  than  half  a  mile  from 
the  Ohio  State  line,  and  is  a  man  of  much  versatil- 
ity, and  fertile  in  resource,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
degree  of  success  with  which  he  conducts  the  di- 
verse branches  of  business,  including  farming,  brick 
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and  tile  manufacturing,  and  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber. 

Mr.  Ford  was  born  among  the  hills  of  Hampshire 
County,  Mass.,  in  the  beautiful  town  of  Cumming- 
ton,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Fidelia  (Bates)  Ford  (for  parental  his- 
tory see  sketch  of  George  F.  Ford).  He  came 
from  a  long  line  of  notable  ancestry,  some  of  whom 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Curamington,  men 
of  intrepid  spirit  and  great  force  of  character. 
Twice  at  least  in  their  annals  have  their  brave  de- 
scendants gone  forth  as  pioneers  to  encounter  the 
unknown  perils  of  the  wilderness,  in  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Hampshire  County  in  Massachusetts  and 
of  Fulton  County  in  Ohio,  and  we  might  also  add 
of  Lucas  County,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  but  nine  years  of  age  when  he 
left  that  pleasant  home  among  the  hills  and  went 
with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  whither  his  grandfather  had 
preceded  them  years  before.  He  was  already  partly 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and 
here  his  education  was  completed  in  attendance  at  the 
pioneer  school  of  Richfield  Township,  and  a  further 
course  at  the  Maumee  Academy.  After  finishing 
his  education  he  taught  school  for  a  time,  but  he 
had  long  watched  with  intense  interest  the  political 
events  of  the  country,  which  finally  culminated  in 
the  great  civil  strife.  In  February,  1862,  his  pat- 
riotic ardor  was  aroused  to  its  highest  pitch,  and 
he  closed  the  door  of  his  school-room  to  enlist  in 
Company  A,  89th  Ohio  Infantry,  for  three  months, 
although  he  had  not  then  attained  his  majority.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  term  of  service  he  was  dis- 
charged and  returned  home,  but  in  1863  he  re-en- 
listed in  the  service  as  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  served  100  days.  In  February, 
1865,  he  enlisted  once  more,  this  time  in  Company 
A,  189th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  soon  after  sent  from 
Columbus,  Ohio,  via  Baltimore,  to  Point  of  Rocks, 
in  charge  of  prisoners  to  be  exchanged.  After 
faithfully  discharging  this  duty  he  returned  to  Co- 
lumbus, and  thence  was  sent  with  his  regiment  to 
Alabama,  where  he  remained  until  his  honorable 
discharge  in  August,  1865,  closed  his  career  as  a 
soldier ;  he  then  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Ford  was  married,  Jan.  1,  1869,  to  Miss 
Pamelia  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Lucas  County, 
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Ohio,  Feb.  3,  1846.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Wilson,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of 
German  ancestry,  spent  his  last  years  near  Lancas- 
ter, Ohio,  and  here  his  son  William,  Mrs.  Ford's 
father,  was  born.  After  he  grew  to  nianliood  he 
went  to  Lucas  County,  in  the  early  days  of  its  set- 
tlement, and  with  his  uncle  engaged  in  keeping  a 
hotel  in  Sylvania,  then  but  a  hamlet,  while  the  hotel 
was  a  log  house.  After  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Lathrop.  he  brought  land  and  commenced 
farming  in  Litchtield  Township,  and  still  resides 
there.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  born  in  Allegany  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  Lucian  D. 
Lathrop,  a  pioneer  of  Lucas  County. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  made 
their  home  on  the  farm  where  they  still  reside. 
The  farm  contains  200  acres  of  land,  of  which  120 
is  highly  improved,  and  contains  convenient  build- 
ings, and  the  appliances  for  conducting  farm  work- 
by  the  most  approved  methods. 

Besides  paying  careful  attention  to  the  culture  of 
his  land,  Mr.  Ford  is  engaged  in  other  branches  of 
business.  In  1880  he  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  brick  and  tile,  and  still  continues  the  business, 
while  in  1881  he  bought  a  sawmill  and  has  since  been 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber. 
To  all  these  different  branches  of  business  he  gives 
personal  attention,  and  all  are  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  are  the  parents  of  four  sons — 
James  M.,  Hiram  W.,  Lewis  C.  and  elohn.  They 
are  highly  esteemed  by  their  many  neighbors  and 
friends  for  their  kindly,  genial  manners  and  high 
integrity  of  character.  Mr.  Ford  is  a  man  of 
marked  decision  and  business  ability.  He  is  a  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  and  his  various  business  enter- 
prises have  contributed  much  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  Riga  Township.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 


W^      pre 


ILLIAM  TEN  BROECK  8CHERMER- 
HORN,  for^  nearly  thirty  years  editor  and 
■oprietor  of  the  Hudson  Gazette,  was  born 
in  Claverack,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  18,  1835. 
He  was  the  youngest  son  of  William  and  Helen 
Schermerhorn,  the   former  a  native  of  New  York, 


and  a  descendant  of  the  Knickerbocker  families. 
He  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  pursued  that  calling 
in  Palmyra,  Wayne  County,  where  his  death 
occurred.  His  companion,  now  Mrs.  H.  C.  Morgan, 
is  still  living,  and  is  a  resident  of  Palmyra. 

Our  subject  developed  at  an  early  age  studious 
and  industrious  habits,  and  when  but  thirteen  years 
of  age  entered  the  office  of  the  Wayne  County 
Sentinel  at  Palmyra,  and  thoroughly  acquired  the 
''art  preservative."  Although  his  schooling  had 
been  somewhat  limited,  his  keen  observation  and 
bright  mind  were  ever  active,  and  he  was  counted 
by  his  employers  as  one  of  the  likeliest  young  men 
in  the  office.  His  ambition  to  progress  in  his  call- 
ing led  him  to  Utica,  where  he  worked  for  a  time, 
and  later  he  was  employed  in  the  IVayne  Oounty 
Democrat  office  at  Lyons.  Desiring  to  engage  in 
business  for  himself  he  came  to  Hudson,  in  1858, 
and  bought  the  Gazette,  which  was  then  in  a  col- 
lapsed condition.  Under  the  vim  and  energy  of 
his  strong,  progressive  temperament  the  paper  pros- 
pered, and  won  a  place  among  the  foremost  jour- 
nals of  the  State,  succeeding  far  beyond  the  average 
of  country  weeklies.  Mr.  Schermerhorn  continued 
the  successful  publication  of  the  paper  up  to  the  time 
of  his  sudden  death  from  heart  disease,  Dec.  15, 
1884.  He  was  a  rare  type  of  powerful  manhood, 
physically  and  intellectually,  of  a  poetic  and  affec- 
tionate temperament,  a  keen  observer  of  men  and 
events,  an  acknowledged  superior  journalist,  and  a 
leader  in  the  Democratic  party  in  Michigan.  He 
was  fearless  and  outspoken  in  his  political  affilia- 
tions, but  was  fair  and  tolerant,  an  entirely  honor- 
able foe.  He  gave  the  best  years  of  a  busy  life  to 
the  village  where  he  began  business  for  himself, 
and  always  applied  himself  energetically  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  its  interests.  He  lived  an  intense 
life,  and  its  unexpected  termination  was  a  severe 
blow  to  his  family,  the  community,  his  party  and 
his  profession. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  our  subject,  to 
whom  he  was  united  at  Lyons,  in  1857,  was  Jennie 
Terry.  She  was  born  in  Alton,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Horace  and  p]mily 
Terry.  To  her  and  her  husband  were  born  twelve 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living,  as  follows: 
Emma   W.,  Nellie   C,  James,   Mary  B.,  Byron  B., 
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Charlie  T.,  Frederick  N.,  Vilette  T.  and  Harry  V. 
C.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  J.  Todd,  of 
Detroit;  Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Barnes,  of 
Durango,  Col.  William  Ten  Broeck,  Jr.,  the  oldest 
.son,  was  attending  school  at  Oberlin  College  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death.  He  unselfishly  re- 
linquished his  plans  for  a  professional  career,  and 
heroically  applied  himself  to  the  work  of  carrying 
on  the  business  and  maintaining  the  family.  In  this 
he  succeeded  admirably,  keeping  the  paper  up  to 
the  reputation  it  had  achieved  under  his  father's 
management,  till  death  called  him  from  his  labors, 
April  18,  1887.  In  1885  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master, and  served  efficiently  until  his  death.  He 
was  also  selected  as  Committeeman  from  Michigan 
by  the  National  Postmasters'  Association.  He  was 
a  bright  young  journalist,  a  faithful  public  official, 
a  successful  business  man,  and  the  short  life  that 
he  lived  was  a  noble  and  unselfish  one.  Since  his 
death  the  paper  lias  been  under  the  management 
of  the  second  son,  James,  who  resigned  from  his 
cadetship  at  West  Point  on  account  of  his  brother's 
ill-health. 

'(§). — O 

0 RAMON  TUTTLE,  Jr.,  of  Seneca  Township, 
possesses  as  the  reward  of  many  years'  labor 
a  finely  cultivated  tract  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  3,  which  he  has  improved  with  first- 
class  buildings,  including  a  tine  dwelling  and  a  good 
barn  with  the  other  necessary  outhouses,  all  of 
which  are  models  of  convenience  and  finely  adapted 
to  the  use  of  the  intelligent  and  progressive  farmer. 
Oramon  Tuttle  came  to  this  part  of  the  county 
during  its  early  settlement,  and  assisted  in  laying 
out  roads,  being  quite  an  expert  as  a  surveyor,  and 
evincing  excellent  judgment  in  regard  to  the  best 
methods  to  be  employed  for  the  building  up  of  the 
township,  and  encouraging  the  immigration  of  an 
intelhgent  and  thrifty  class  of  people.  He  main- 
tained a  lively  interest  in  the  establishment  of  re- 
ligious and  educational  institutions,  and  officiated 
in  the  various  school  offices  many  years,  and  until 
younger  men  came  upon  the  scene  to  relieve  him. 
He  and  his  estimable  wife  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  ten  of  whom  they  reared  to  mature  years 
and  titted  to  take  their  station  in  life  among  the  peo- 


ple of  a  cultivated  and  well-educated  community. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttle  united  with  the  Christian 
Church  about  1870,  of  which  they  have  since  re- 
mained consistent  members,  and  our  subject  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
the  party. 

The  Tuttle  family  came  originally  from  England, 
and  ore  of  its  members  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1636  was  the  founder  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  The 
children  of  our  subject  are  of  the  eighth  generation 
of  the  family  in  this  country.  His  father,  Oramon 
Tuttle,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Abbie  Barnes,  who  was  also  born  in  that 
State.  He  was  the  son  of  Noah  Tuttle,  a  direct 
descendant  of  William  Tuttle,  spoken  of  above. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,after  their  marriage,  set- 
tled near  Camden,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  subse- 
quently removed  to  Vienna  in  the  same  county, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
The  mother  died  on  the  7th  of  November,  1838, 
aged  fifty-five  years,  while  the  father  survived  until 
1860,  and  died  in  Oneida  County,  when  between 
seventy-eight  and  eighty.  Their  twelve  children 
were  named  respectively:  Emily,  Sallie,  Daniel, 
Lent,  Mary,  Alma,  Thankful,  Sophia,  Nancy  C, 
Oramon,  Jr.,  Mary  (2d)  and  Noah.  Of  these  seven 
are  surviving,  making  their  homes,  two  in  New 
York,  and  the  remainder  in  Michigan.  During  the 
late  war  Noah  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of  New  York 
Infantry,  and  in  this  capacity  saw  the  Rebellion 
from  its  beginning  to  its  close. 

Oramon  Tuttle,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  27,  1 824,  and  his  early  days  were  passed 
in  the  sawmill  and  at  lumbering,  during  which  time 
he  received  a  limited  education.  He  had  been 
reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and  by  a  course  of 
economy  and  prudence,  accumulated  considerable 
money  before  leaving  the  Empire  State.  This, 
however,  was  lost  through  misplaced  confidence,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  begin  again  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder.  About  1855  he  determined  upon  a  change 
of  location,  and  coming  to  Hillsdale  County,  this 
State,  staid  there  a  few  months,  but  before  winter 
took  up  his  residence  in  Dover  Township,  this 
county.  In  1857  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Seneca  Township,  of  wliich  he  took  posses- 
sion on  the  3d  of  July,  and  a  few  days  thereafter 
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struck  the  first  blow  toward  clearing  his  farm.  He 
had  located  in  the  midst  of  a  timber  tract,  and  in 
time  purchased  a  sawmill,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber,  and  made  cheese  boxes, 
shingles,  etc.,  besides  carrying  on  the  operations  of 
his  farm.  The  sawmill  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  the 
spring  of  1872,  involving  a  loss  to  Mr.  Tuttle  of 
12,000,  uninsured.  He  now  gave  up  the  sawing 
business,  and  has  since  given  his  close  attention  to 
his  farm,  which  bears  evidence  upon  the  face  of  it 
to  what  good  purpose  he  has  labored.  In  order  to 
perfect  the  drainage,  he  practically  dredged  Black 
Creek  for  several  hundred  rods.  While  thus  en- 
gaged, in  the  fall  of  1873,  he  struck  a  mass  of  bones 
which  since,  under  examination  by  a  scientist,  have 
been  discovered  to  be  the  remains  of  a  huge  pre- 
historic animal,  unknown  to  modern  natural  his- 
tory. Mr.  Tuttle  sent  the  skeleton  to  his  old  home 
in  Camden,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Tuttle,  while  a  resident  of  his  native  State, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sallie  A.  Spencer,  the 
wedding  taking  place  on  the  12th  of  September, 
1844.  Mrs.  T.  is  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Cordelia  (Wooding)  Spencer,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  were  married  in  Massachusetts. 
They  settled  first  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  thence 
removed  to  Camden,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  died 
in  1853,  when  about  sixty  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Spencer  and  her  children  then  came  to  this  State, 
and  she  now  resides  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  is  eighty- 
three  years  of  age.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Tuttle  was  the  third  child 
and  eldest  daughter.  She  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject became  the  mother  of  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren. These  are  nearly  all  married,  and  comfort- 
ably settled  in  homes  of  their  own.  Charles  A.,  the 
eldest,  is  still  a  bachelor;  Mary  is  the  widow  of 
Charles  Babcock,  and  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Edith,  Tracy,  Hervey  and  Medora;  Caroline  E.  is 
the  wife  of  Wallace  Bryant,  and  the  mother  of  one 
child,  Ernest;  William  E.  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Dorcas  Hood,  and  they  had  one  child,  a  son,  Ed- 
win; his  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Hannah  Rogers. 
Willard  died  when  an  infant;  Jesse  M.  married  Miss 
Nancy  Wolf,  and  they  have  one  child,  Eloyd  E. ; 
Hervey  married  Miss  Mabel  Austin,  and  they  also 
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have  one  child,  Eunice  May;  Ida  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Chester  S.  Bragg,  and  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Maude  A.,  Eddie,  Earl  and  Ethel;  Hiram  married 
Miss  Mary  Carey,  and  has  two  children — Mearl  R. 
and  one  unnamed;  Frederick  and  Edwin  arc  at 
home  with  their  parents. 
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R.  WILLIAM  B.  TOWN.  A  goodly  pro- 
portion of  the  reliable  element  of  Lenawee 
County  have  labored  on  the  maxim  that  ''a 
rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,"  and  have 
wisely  clung  to  the  heritage  left  them  by  their  fa- 
thers. Among  them  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  occupies  the  land  originally  taken  up  by  his 
honored  father  from  the  Government.  Here  he 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  de- 
veloped into  manhood,  pursuing  for  a  time  his 
studies  in  the  pioneer  school.  To  this  section  of 
C(juntry  his  parents  had  removed  from  the  Domin- 
ion of  Canada,  wiiere  William  B.  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich, Oxford  County,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1830. 

Nathan  Town,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  where  he  received  his  early 
education  and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine. 
When  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  migrated  to  the  Domin- 
ion soon  after  the  War  of  1812.  In  the  fall  of  1838 
he  made  his  way  to  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  the  spring 
following  took  up  his  residence  in  Rollin  Township, 
this  county,  where  he  farmed  on  a  small  scale  and 
continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  rest- 
ing from  his  earthly  labors;  he  died  Oct.  28,  1854, 
aged  sixty-two  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Irene  Tompkins,  and  was  born  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  May  11,  1793.  She  became  the  wife  of 
Nathan  Town  March  25,  1813,  and  bore  to  her  hus- 
band six  children,  namely :  Eliza  and  Julia,  de- 
ceased;  Cornelia,  George  F.,  Mary  S.,  and  William 
B.,  of  our  sketch.  Mrs.  Irene  Town  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Rollin  Township  in  July,  1859,  at  the 
age  of  sixty -six  years,  having  survived  her  husband 
about  five  years. 

Our  subject  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the  dis- 
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trict  school  and  subsequent!}^  attended  the  school  at 
Jackson  during  the  winter  season.  He  commenced 
reading  medicine  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  H. 
Powers,  of  RoUin,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  took  a  two-years  course  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  Michigan  University.  His  first  patient  was 
a  resident  of  Geneva,  this  township.  He  gave  his 
close  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  instructive  medical  works  of  the 
day,  and  by  a  conscientious  and  upright  course  in 
due  time  built  up  a  profitable  and  extensive  busi- 
ness. In  the  meantime  he  lent  his  aid  to  those  en- 
terprises calculated  for  the  general  good  of  the 
community,  serving  in  the  local  offices,  and  for  a 
period  of  seventeen  years  was  Postmaster  of  Geneva ; 
this  office  he  finally  resigned.  He  was  School  Di- 
rector for  a  period  of  seven  years,  and  in  1884  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature.  During 
his  service  at  the  capital  he  was  on  various  im- 
portant committees,  especially  those  concerning  the 
public  health  and  industrial  schools  for  girls,  at 
Adrian.  He  has  always  voted  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Oct.  27,  1853,  was  formerly  Miss  Elmina  C,  daugh- 
ter of  Americus  and  Martha  (Beal)  Smith,  natives 
of  New  York  State.  She  was  born  in  Fairfield, 
Lenawee  Co.,  Mich.,  Aug.  29,  1835.  Mrs.  Town 
is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence  and  is  particularly 
interested  in  benevolent  work.  She  is  Treasurer  of 
the  Ladies'  Missionary  Society  and  has  also  served 
as  President  for  a  term  of  years.  She  was  one 
of  the  first  members  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  in  Rollin 
Township,  assisting  in  perfecting  its  organization, 
and  was  President  three  years.  She  has  been  largely 
gifted  by  nature  with  a  most  charitable  and  gener- 
ous disposition,  and  the  poor  and  distressed  never 
appeal  to  her  in  vain.  Mrs.  Town  is  prominently 
connected  with  the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  of 
which  the  Doctor  is  a  regular  attendant  and  gives 
liberally  of  his  means  to  its  support.  Socially,  our 
subject  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  157,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  which  he  has  been  a  member  in  Addison  for  the 
last  twenty  years. 

The  Town  family  is  of  Irish  extraction  and  the 
Tompkins  were  originally  from  Scotland.  Nathan 
Town  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 


Canadn,  and  was  therein  183()  when  the ''Patriot 
War"  broke  out,  and  being  in  sympathy  with  the 
patriots  he  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  treason  and 
imprisoned  in  Hamilton  jail  nine  months.  He  was 
then  with  the  others  sentenced  to  be  hung,  but  a 
short  time  before  the  day  set  for  the  execution  a 
reprieve  came  from  Queen  Victoria  and  he  was  ban- 
ished from  the  Province.  He  was  compelled  to 
leave  at  once  before  he  could  settle  his  business  af- 
fairs or  get  his  family  ready  for  removal.  He  im- 
mediately came  to  Detroit,  arriving  here  in  Novem- 
ber, where  he  w^as  joined  l)y  his  family  a  few  weeks 
later,  and  was  the  second  physician  to  locate  in  Rollin 
Township. 
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(^l  )>/lLLIAM  J.  WILBER  is  one  of  the  stanch 
\/yi  ^^^^^  reliable  citizens  of  Dover  Township, 
wW  where  lie  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Ruth  (Briggs)  Wilber,  the 
former  born  in  Rhode  Island  of  English  ancestry, 
while  the  latter,  it  is  thought,  was  also  a  native  of 
the  same  State.  They  left  Rhode  Island  while 
still  single,  and  were  married  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.  Some  time  after  marriage  they  settled  in 
Knox,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  died  in 
1812,  and  his  widow  in  May  of  the  following  year, 
in  Schoharie,  N.  Y.  By  this  sad  event  a  family  of 
iive  children  became  orphans. 

The  parental  family  included  five  children — Ju- 
dith, Abisha,  Amanda,  William  J.  and  Sally,  of 
whom  the  three  eldest  are  dead.  Judith  was  first 
married  to  David  Parks;  he  died  in  Johnstown,  N. 
Y.,  and  she  afterward  married  David  Carpenter, 
who  died  in  Madison  Township,  Lenawee  Co., 
Mich.,  where  she  also  died.  Abisha  was  the  wife 
of  Gilbert  Gage,  and  died  in  Dover  Township,  this 
count}^;  Amanda  was  first  married  to  Elias  Rich- 
ardson, of  Victor,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died;  she  then 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  was  again  married, 
to  Samuel  Jordan,  and  died  in  Sturgis,  Mich.  Sally 
married  John  T.  White,  and  resides  in  Walworth, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y. 

William  J.  Wilber  was  born  in  Knox,  Albany  Co., 
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N.  Y.,elan.  I  (J,  1810,  niicl  wjis  but  three  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  died.  His  grandfather  then  took 
the  child  to  live  with  him,  but  when  he  was  nine 
years  old  his  grandfather's  death  occurred,  and  he 
remained  with  an  uncle,  W,  R.  Briggs,  at  the  grand- 
father's old  home  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
under  whose  guardianship  he  remained  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  was  trained  to  the 
calling  of  a  farmer. 

Mr.  AVilber  married,  in  Schenectady  County,  N. 
Y.,  Oct.  28,  1833,  Lucretia  B.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Dorcas  (Blackmoor)  Gale,  of  Duanesburg,  N. 
Y.  After  marriage  Mr.  Wilber  continued  to  live 
in  his  native  State  for  several  years,  engaged  in 
his  calling  of  a  farmer,  but  in  1851  he  sold  his 
property  in  the  Empire  State,  and  came  with  his 
family  to  Dover  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  procured  a  tract  of  land,  and  has  ever  since 
been  a  resident  of  this  township.  He  has  been 
highly  successful  in  bringing  his  farm  of  eighty 
acres  into  a  good  state  of  tillage.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilber  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  the  record:  James  Gale  lives  in 
Florida;  Mary  A.,  who  was  the  wife  of  Gilbert 
Torbron,  of  Dover  Township,  died  in  Clayton, 
Sept.  20,  1885;  Joseph  Oscar  resides  in  Adrian; 
Walter  B.,  Ernest  and  John  live  in  Buena  Vista, 
Col. 

The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  a  faithful 
companion  and  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  died  in 
Dover  Township,  Oct.  17,  1867,  and  Mr.  Wilber 
was  again  married,  Dec,  15,  1870,  to  Fidelia  A. 
(Shaw)  McLouth,  daughter  of  Brackley  and  Lydia 
Shaw.  (For  parental  history  see  sketch  of  her 
brother,  Hon.  Brackley  Shaw).  She  was  born  in 
Ira,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  widow  of 
Peter  McLouth,  who  died  in  Dover  Township, 
Dec.  28,  1863.  By  that  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  children — Charles  N.  and  P^dward 
S.  Charles  married  Ida  Wallace,  and  lives  in 
Chicago,  111.,  while  Edward  married  Abbie  Ab- 
bott, and  lives  in  Dakota.  B}^  her  union  with 
Mr.  Wilber  she  has  had  one  child,  William  E., 
who  died  when  about  eight  months  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilber  are  estimable  members  of 
A     the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Dover,  and  they  have 
i  Y    always    exerted    their    influence    to    promote    the 
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social  and  moral  interests  of  the  township.  For 
eight  years  Mr.  Wilber  has  done  good  service  as 
Highway  Commissioner.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 


AMUEL  D.  TINGLEY,  the  youngest  son 
of  the  well-known  John  H.  Tingley,  and 
one  of  the  most  promising  young  farmers 
of  Rollin  Township,  was  born  at  the  old 
homestead  on  the  27th  of  May,  1851,  and  has 
alw^ays  made  his  home  near  the  scenes  of  his  early 
boyhood.  He  is  active  and  energetic,  both  in  re- 
gard to  his  own  business  and  in  township  affairs, 
being  a  working  Republican  and  serving  as  High- 
way Commissioner,  Assessor  and  School  Trustee. 
He  is  in  favor  of  prohibition,  and  materially  assists 
the  various  enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  the  people  around  him.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  district  school  and 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  his  marriage, 
then  purchased  the  old  Lamb  homestead,  where  he 
has  taken  the  initiatory  steps  toward  building  up 
one  of  the  most  desirable  country  homes  in  the 
county. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth 
Adelle  McCurran,  is  the  daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Anna  (Gillis)  McCurran,  and  the  foster  daughter 
of  Lewis  Lombard,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  this 
county.  She  was  familiarly  known  as  Miss  Lom- 
bard, and  in  the  home  of  her  kind  foster-parents 
never  felt  the  loss  of  her  natural  protectors.  She 
was  born  on  the  20th  of  August,  1850.  The 
McCurran  family  was  of  French  descent,  and  in- 
cluded four  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Tingley  is  the 
only  survivor.  She  was  carefully  reared  and  well 
educated,  and  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on 
the  12th  of  February,  1874,  the  wedding  being 
celebrated  in  Addison,  this  county,  Rev.  A.  R. 
Hazen,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  officiat- 
ing. Mrs.  Tinglej^  obtained  her  education  in  this 
county,  finishing  her  studies  in  what  is  now  the 
Addison  High  School,  and  before  her  marriage  she 
taught  school  for  several  years.  Eight  terms  were 
taught  in  Woodstock  Township,  and  two  terms  in 
Rollin    Township.     Mrs.    Tingley 's    sister,    Mary 


»#^fe»- 


f 


-m--^' 


t 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


877 


n 


Anna,  was  gTadiiatod  at  Union  S})ring  School,  New 
York,  and  at  an  early  period  was  given  a  position 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  teaching  the  emancipated 
slaves,  and  there  became  acquainted  with  Col.  John 
R.  Thompson,  whom  she  married  a  few^  years  later. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tingley  have  two  children :  Mary 
A.,  who  was  born  in  Rollin  Township,  March  1, 
1882,  and  Stephen  S.,  in  the  same  toAvnship,  Sept. 
17,  1886.  Mrs.  Tingley  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Rollin  Center  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Ladies' 
Missionary  Society,  with  which  she  identified  her- 
self at  its  organization. 


RANCLS  A.  DEWEY  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative pioneers  of  this  county,  having 
come  here  in  1829,  in  advance  of  his  par- 
ents, and  he  has  since  been  actively  identified  with 
the  upbuilding  of  this  section  beyond  most  men. 
He  is  a  native  of  Three  Rivers,  Quebec,  Canada, 
where  he  was  born  Feb.  25,  1811,  and  is  the  son  of 
Simeon  and  Betsey  (Bigelow^)  Dewey,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  Old  Granite  State.  In 
1826  the  family  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  but 
three  years  later  they  came  to  Michigan,  and  settled 
in  Tecumseh. 

Francis  A.  Dew^ey  was  the  second  son  and  third 
child  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  resided 
with  his  parents  until  he  had  reached  his  majority. 
He  received  his  first  schooling  while  in  Hanover, 
N.  H.,  a  part  of  the  time  at  Moore's  Academy,  of 
that  place,  and  in  1828,  he  attended  Capt.  McCay's 
military  school  at  Buffalo.  Following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  father,  he  became  a  farmer,  and  during 
the  summer  of  1829  he  came  to  Michigan  in  ad- 
vance of  the  family,  arriving  in  Tecumseh  in  Sep- 
tember. In  1830  he  was  engaged  in  company  with 
Musgrove  Evans,  as  mail  carrier  between  Tecumseh 
and  Ypsilanti,  which  business  he  followed  for  six 
months.  During  this  winter  the  mail  was  only  car- 
ried once  a  week  between  these  two  points,  and 
only  once  a  month  between  Detroit  and  Chicago. 
The  latter  route  was  traveled  by  a  Frenchman  on 
an  Indian  ponjs  which  would  sometimes  become 
exhausted,  and  the  Frenchman  would  fire  his  pistol. 


which  seemed  to  g'lvv  the  animal  new  life,  and  he 
would  then  continue  his  journey  with  renewed 
vigor.  In  the  spring  of  1831  Mr.  Dewey  went  to 
Detroit,  and  for  nearly  two  years  and  a  half  drove 
the  stage  and  carried  the  mail  between  that  city 
and  Ypsilanti,  and  Detroit  and  Monguagon.  In 
June,  1884,  thinking  it  about  time  he  should  settle 
on  land  of  his  own,  he  located  160  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land,  lying  on  sections  17,  18,  19  and  20,  in 
Cambridge  Township,  where  during  the  fall  of  1836, 
he  built  a  log  cabin,  into  which  he  removed  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1837.  This  log  house,  located  at 
Dewey  Lake,  occupied  the  site  of  the  wigwam  of 
the  Indian  Chief  Mittean.  In  the  meantime  he  Ijad 
driven  the  stage  between  Tecumseh  and  Jonesville 
about  tW'O  years.  He  subsequently  added  to  this 
farm  until  he  owned  over  600  acres,  upon  which 
he  erected  a  large  brick  house  and  good  barns;  he 
had  nearly  300  acres  under  improvement,  and  the 
entire  tract  was  well  fenced.  In  1865  he  dispowsed 
of  some  200  acres  of  his  land,  and  purchased  what 
wos  known  as  the  Walker  farm  at  Cambridge  Junc- 
tion, w^here  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Dewey  commenced  his  public  services  at  an 
early  age,  having  been  appointed  Drum  Major  of 
the  8th  Regiment,  Michigan  Militia,  in  1830,  and 
in  1832,  he  participated  with  the  regiment  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  He  was  the  Supervisor  of  Cam- 
bridge Township  in  the  years  1840  and  1853,  filling 
the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  the  people,  while  he  was  Highway  Commissioner 
for  four  years,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  sixteen 
years.  When  the  storm  of  war  broke  out  over  our 
country,  in  1861,  although  too  old  a  man  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  army,  he  was  no  less  interested 
in  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion,  and  spent  much 
time,  and  contributed  large  amounts  of  money  to 
fill  the  quotas  of  his  township.  He  subscribed  $700 
at  one  public  meeting,  and  subsequently  gave  |300 
more  for  the  same  good  purpose.  His  only  regret  at 
that  time  was  his  inability  to  carry  a  musket.  Taking 
a  strong  interest  in  the  growth  of  the  county,  Mr. 
Dewey  has  been  always  closely  connected  with  all 
institutions  which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  good  of 
the  community.  Among  these  was  the  Agricultural 
Society.  When  the  Michigan  Pioneer  Society  was 
organized  at  Lansing,  March  11,  1874,  Mr.  D.  was 
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the  only  man  from  this  county  wlio  represented  it 
that  society.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  organ- 
ization, being  one  of  the  charter  members,  and  in 
1875  was  selected  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  thereof.  Subsequently  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  society,  and  afterward  Yice  Presi- 
dent, holding  the  last  office  for  several  years,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  one  of  its  most  prominent  mem- 
bers and  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee.  This  latter  issues  annually  a  large 
volnme  of  its  proceedings,  including  local  and  his- 
torical facts  concerning  the  pioneer  days  of  the  State, 
to  each  of  which  Mr.  Dewey  has  been  a  large  con- 
tributor, and  from  the  frontispiece  of  which  the 
classical  features  of  the  old  pioneer  look  out  upon  us, 

Mr.  Dewey  and  Miss  Mary  Ann  Smith  were 
united  in  marriage  Oct.  25,  1836,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  tTane  S.  was 
born  Aug.  7,  1837,  and  died  Feb.  10,  1855;  George 
H.  was  born  Jan.  10,  1839,  and  is  a^ farmer  of  Cam- 
bridge Township;  John  W.  was  born  March  17, 
1841,  and  is  a  farmer  in  this  county;  Albert  F.  was 
born  April  15,  1843;  Franklin  S.  was  born  March 
27,  1845,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, and  a  resident  of  Alpena,  where  for  eight 
years  he  was  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  and 
Isaac  S.  was  born  April  8,  1848.  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Dewey  was  born  at  Paris,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
24,  1815,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary 
Smith;  she  died  in  Cambridge  Township,  Sept.  15, 
1852.  Jan.  27,  1853,  Mr.  Dewey  married  Mrs. 
Marie  S.  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Julius  and  Annie 
Hoxie,  of  Macedon,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  on  the 
14th  of  September,  1862,  he  was  again  left  a  wid- 
ower. On  the  15th  of  January,  1863,  he  married 
a  third  wife,  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  Smith,  of  Woodstock,  by  whom  he  has  had 
three  children,  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  who  was  born 
Dec.  10,  1863;  Lyster  H.,  March  14,  1865,  and 
Irving  A.,  March  31,  1870.  Mrs.  Harriet  Dewey 
was  born  in  Paris,  Oneida  Co..  N.  Y.,  July  26, 
1827,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in 
1835. 

In  Mr.  Dewey's  life  we  find  an  excellent  exam- 
ple for  young  men  just  embarking  in  the  field  of 
active  life,  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a  man 
beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  poor  but 


honest,  prudent  and  industrious.  In  early  life  he 
enjoyed  but  few  advantages,  and  relied  solely  upon 
his  own  efforts  and  his  own  conduct  to  win  for  him 
success  in  life.  Nor  has  this  success  been  only  in 
the  sense  of  accumulating  wealth,  but  in  striving  to 
do  good  to  others,  in  serving  them  well,  and  in 
winning  their  respect  and  esteem.  He  has  ever 
strictly  observed  that  most  important  factor  in  the 
successful  public  or  business  life  of  anyone,  honesty. 
He  is  a  careful,  conscientious  business  man,  ever 
adhering  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  in  matters 
both  of  a  public  and  private  nature.  He  and  most 
of  his  family  are  active  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  Mr,  Dewey  is  the  Senior  Warden. 
He  begins  to  show  the  effect  of  an  active  life  spent 
on  the  frontier,  and  while  he  holds  his  mental  fac- 
ulties bright  and  clear,  his  physical  strength  is  slowly 
succumbing  to  the  hand  of  time  and  the  frosts  of 
man}^  winters. 
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<^  j^ILLIAM  W.  TILTON  first  opened  his  eyes 
\rJ//  to  ihe  light  in  the  Old  Granite  State,  in 
V^  Cheshire  County,  July  21,  1803.  His  fa- 
ther, Joseph  Tilton,  subsequently  removed  to 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to 
Michigan,  coming  here  as  early  as  1831,  and  locat- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Coldwater,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  This  business  he  continued  to  follow 
until  resting  from  his  earthly  labors,  dying  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  and  passed  away  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-seven,  at  the  old  homestead  near 
Coldwater. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  upon 
the  farm,  attending  the  district  schools  and  becom- 
ing familiar  with  the  various  enjoyments  and  em- 
ployments of  country  life.  After  reaching  his  ma- 
jority he  set  out  for  himself,  and  took  up  a  tract  of 
eighty  acres  in  Raisin  Township,  to  which  he  added 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  140  acres.  The  land 
had  been  but  indifferently  cultivated  when  it  came 
into  his  possession,  but  after  laboring  industriously  a 
number  of  3^ears  he  found  himself  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  most  fertile  tracts  of  Lenawee  County.  He 
put  up  good  buildings,  stocked  the  farm   with  ex- 


i&^A'-mmmmti.iA 


i 


#►-  B 


4 


LENAWKK  COUNTY. 


881 


cellent  grades  of  doinestic  nnimnls,  jiihI  ^upplicMJ 
himself  by  degrees  with  the  most  approved  mn- 
ehinery.  About  1870,  finding  himself  in  posses- 
sion of  a  competence  and  the  necessity  for  his  ar- 
dnons  labors  having  ceased,  he  rented  the  farm  and 
moved  into  Tecumseh,  where  he  has  since  lived,  l)nt 
continues  to  look  after  the  operations  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Tilton,  although  quite  young  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  his  parents  to  this  State,  remembers 
many  of  the  incidents  of  the  overland  journey, 
which  was  made  via  the  Lakes  and  canal  to  Tecum- 
seh, whence  he  walked  the  remainder  of  the  way. 
This  tramp  occupied  two  days,  during  which  time 
he  scarcely  saw  a  human  habitation.  He  first 
stopped  wdth  an  old  acquaintance,  a  Mr.  Spafford, 
and  thereafter  employed  himself  for  a  time  at  car- 
pentering. 

Mr.  Tilton  was  married  in  1829,  when  about 
twentj^-six  years  of  age,  to  JMiss  Matilda,  daugliter 
of  Thomas  Sisson,  who  emigrated  from  New  York 
State  to  Michigan  in  1827.  Mr.  Sisson  also  built 
up  a  good  farm  from  the  primitive  soil,  and  died  in 
Raisin  Township  when  sixtj^-five  years  old ;  his  wife 
had  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Matilda,  was  born  in  New  York,  Nov.  27,  hSlO, 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the 
mother  of  four  children.  Their  eldest  son,  Albert, 
was  born  Dec.  8,  1830,  and  died  in  Michigan,  Jan. 
18, 1870,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children,  who  are 
now  living  in  Colorado;  Harriet  was  born  Oct.  6, 
1832,  and  is  the  wife  of  eTames  Calvin,  of  Raisin 
Township;  they  have  three  children.  Abigail  was 
born  March  13,  1840,  married  Alonzo  Bean  and 
became  the  mother  of  two  children,  one  now  living; 
George  W.  was  born  May  17,  1842,  and  is  farming 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  James  Colvin.  IVIrs. 
Matilda  Tilton  departed  this  life  May  27,  1864,  at 
the  homestead  in  Tecumseh  Township,  aged  fift}^- 
four  years.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1870,  was  formerly  IMrs. 
Cynthia  (Spafford)  Bissel,  widow  of  Theodore  Bissel, 
late  of  Tecumseh  Township,  and  daughter  of  Ahner 
and  Belsey  Spafford,  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and 
who  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Tilton  is  the  oldest  living  settler  of  Tecum- 
seh Township,  and  a  man  beloved  by  all  who  know 
him.     He  has  been  a   member  of  the    Republican 


party  since'  its  organization,  and  was  active  in  his 
sup[)ort  of  the  party  in  this  section  during  its  in- 
fancy. Religiously  he  is  a  Universalist,  and  al- 
though now  quite  aged,  keeps  himself  well  posted 
upon  matters  of  general  interest  and  is  very  intelli- 
gent to  converse  with.  During  his  younger  years 
he  occupied  the  various  minor  offices  of  the  town- 
ship, and  has  always  been  a  man  whose  word  w^as 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  has  built  up  a 
good  record  and  one  of  which  his  children  will 
never  be  ashamed. 

As  a  representative  citizen  of  Lenawee  County, 
whose  industry  and  good  judgment  surmounted  all 
obstacles  that  stood  in  his  way  to  success,  and  as  a 
worthy  and  respected  member  of  the  community, 
we  are  pleased  to  present  on  an  adjoining  page  of 
this  Album  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Tilton. 
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SAIAH  LOWE,  whose  name  and  features  are 
familiar  to  most  of  the  people  on  the  southern 
li\  line  of  Lenawee  County,  came  to  Southern 
Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1832,  before  reaching 
his  majority,  and  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Adrian 
Township.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to  Fair- 
field Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1846.  He  then  removed  to  Adrian,  and  a  year 
later  sold  his  property  near  there  and  coming  back 
to  Fairfield  Township,  took  up  his  residence  on  his 
land,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  until  the 
spring  of  1874. 

Mr.  Lowe,  the  year  previously,  had  put  up  a 
steam  sawmill  at  Jasper,  and  later  a  flouring-mill, 
in  which  latter  enterprise  he  was  assisted  by  John 
C.  Mabee,  with  whom  he  became  associated  in 
partnership,  and  since  that  time  they  have  operated 
harmoniously  together.  They  are  both  first-class 
business  men,  and  enjo}^  the  patronage  and  friend- 
ship of  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  in  their 
locality.  Mr.  Lowe  has  served  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner in  Adrian  and  Fairfield  Townships,  and 
occupied  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
latter  place  for  several  terms. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Big  Flats,  Chemung  Co., 
N.  Y.,  July  15,  1811.  His  father,  Abraham  Lowe, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  was  born  Nov.  2,  1777, 
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and  all  his  life  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  lie 
removed  to  Big  Flats,  New  York  State,  previous  to 
the  year  1 800,  and  occupied  one  farm  there  for  a 
period  of  twenty-three  years.  Upon  selling  out  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  what  was  then  Genesee,  but 
is  now  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in 
May,  1834.  The  mother,  formerly  Miss  Mary 
Atwood,  was  born  near  Montreal,  Canada,  Dec.  13, 
1779,  and  became  the  wife  of  Abraham  Lowe  April 
18,  1802.  Mrs.  Lowe,  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, joined  her  son  in  Michigan,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Fairfield,  Sept.  5,  1865;  of  this  union  there 
were  born  five  children. 

Our  subject  received  a  very  limited  education, 
and  in  addition  to  assisting  his  father  around  the 
homestead,  also  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
Orleans  County,  until  coming  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  He  cultivated  the  new  land  w^hich  he 
had  purchased,  and  finally  traded  his  village 
property  in  Fairfield  for  a  farm  outside  in  the 
township,  which  he  retained  possession  of  until 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Jasper.  In  the  mean- 
time, in  1851,  he  crossed  tlie  plains  to  California, 
but  a  residence  of  five  months  on  the  Pacific  Slope 
suflOiced  him,  and  returning  to  Michigan,  he  con- 
tentedly settled  down,  and  has  since  remained  a 
continuous  resident  of  Fairfield  Township.  Although 
now  seventy-seven  years  of  age  he  retains  much  of 
his  old-time  vigor  and  industry,  and  is  a  man  wlio 
in  all  respects  has  apparently  made  good  use  of  his 
time  and  opportunities. 
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f^  ENRY  READ  is  a  thriving  agriculturist, 
"^^  residing  on  a  fine  farm  on  section  27,  in 
Cambridge  Township,  where  he  has  lived 
gjj  since  1835,  his  father  having  obtained  a 
patent  of  tlie  place  in  that  year.  Henry  Read  is  a 
native  of  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  Oct.  22,  1827.  His  father,  Don  A.  Read, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  was  the  son  of  Hora- 
tio Read,  who  came  of  old  Puritan  stock.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  teacher,  and  was  for  many  yenrs  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Some 
years  before  his  death  he  came  to  this  locality 
where   he    remained  with  his   son,  having  become 


totally  blind.  In  early  life  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Jemima  Mead,  who  died  before 
coming  to  Michigan,  in   1844. 

Don  A.  Read,  the  father  of  our  subject,  when  a 
young  man,  removed  from  the  Green  Mountain 
State  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there 
united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  Moyer,  whose 
ancestors  came  from  Holland  and  settled  in  the 
Mohawk  Yalley.  She  died  in  May,  1 833,  leaving 
three  children,  Henry,  then  but  six  years  old,  being 
the  eldest  and  only  son;  the  other  children  are  now 
deceased.  Don  A.  Read  first  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Henry  and  Maria, 
in  1830,  and  at  that  time  took  up  land  in  what  is 
now  Clinton  Township,  but  in  a  short  time  returned 
to  the  Empire  State.  While  there  he  lost  his  wife, 
and  in  June,  1833,  he  in  company  with  his  children 
came  back  to  this  State,  and  after  a  short  residence 
in  Clinton  Towaiship,  removed  to  a  farm  of  160 
acres  in  Cambridge  Township,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  March  10,  1871, 
when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
His  second  wife  was  a  Miss  Larue,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  died  in  Cambridge  Township  in  1876,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

Henry  Read  remained  at  home  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  and  for  seven  years  there- 
after took  general  management  of  the  homestead, 
clearing  oif  the  most  of  the  debt  in  wheat  when  it 
brought  less  than  fifty  cents  per  bushel.  On  the 
2d  of  December,  1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
in  the  township  of  Rome,  with  Miss  Alice  W. 
Champenois,  a  native  of  Westchester  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  w^as  born  Nov.  8,  1833.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  William  A.  and  Alice  (Cornell)  Cham- 
penois, who  were  both  natives  of  New  York,  and 
the  former  of  French  descent.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  1834,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Rome 
Township,  this  county,  where  they  remained  until 
about  1863,  when  they  removed  to  Wexford 
County,  Mich.,  where  the  father  died  Jan.  18,  1886. 
Mrs.  Read's  mother  died  in  1833,  when  Alice  was 
but  a  week  old,  and  the  latter  was  brought  up  by 
her  stepmother,  on  the  homestead  in  this  county. 
Three  of  Mr.  Champenois'  sons  were  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  late  conflict  between  the  States. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Read  became  the  parents  of  three 
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children — Clinrl(\s  H.  and  Lena  A.,  living  at  home, 
and  Frances,  deceased.  In  politics  Mr.  Read  is  a 
Democrat,  and  enjoys  some  prominence  in  local 
circles.  He  and  his  wife  take  a  great  interest  in 
the  Grange  movement,  being  both  members  of  No. 
279,  P.  of  H. 
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^RANK  DAVIDSON.  The  family  history 
of  this  well-known  resident  and  native  of 
l\  this    county   forms   an   interesting  chapter 

among  the  early  events  connected  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  His  par- 
ents, Simeon  and  Cerena  (Miller)  Davidson,  were 
natives  of  Lodi,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  wdiere  they 
spent  their  childhood  and  youth,  and  where  their 
marriage  took  place  about  the  year  1829.  Two 
years  later  Simeon  Davidson  and  his  3^oung  wife 
emigrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  locating 
on  section  30,  in  Macon  Township,  this  count3^ 
After  a  residence  there  of  over  twenty  years,  Mr. 
Davidson  sold  out,  and  purchased  670  acres  in  Te- 
cumseh  Township,  the  land  at  that  time  being  con- 
sidered practically  worthless.  The  soil  was  light, 
and  there  had  been  verj^  little  attempt  at  cultiva- 
tion, and  that  had  been  carried  on  in  a  very  imper- 
fect manner. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  however,  was  a  man 
of  indomitable  perseverance,  and  delighted  in  ac- 
complishing things  which  his  neighbors  declared 
were  impossible.  He  worked  early  and  late,  month 
after  month,  and  year  after  year,  and  in  due  time 
there  was  presented  the  spectacle  of  a  fine  tract  of 
200  acres,  cleared  and  made  productive,  and  pro- 
vided with  good  buildings.  Aside  from  his  farm 
labors,  Mr.  Davidson  had  followed  his  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  which  he  had  learned  while  a  young  man 
in  the  Empire  State.  He  put  up  many  of  the  first 
houses,  barns,  mills  and  bridges  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  county,  and  as  the  population  increased,  en- 
gaged as  a  contractor  and  builder,  employing  a 
large  force  of  men. 

AYhen  Simeon  Davidson  first  settled  in  this  county, 
the  country  from  Tecumseh  to  Monroe  was  an  al- 
most unbroken  wilderness.  The  few  pioneers  who 
had  ventured  into  these  wilds   had   little  but  their 


stont  liearts  and  good  constitutions,  and  to  these 
Mr.  Davidson  proved  a  most  efficient  friend. 
When  a  log  cabin  was  required  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  a  new  emigrant  and  his  family,  Mr.  David- 
son was  among  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  for 
assistance  in  its  erection.  He  was  tacitly  given  the 
position  of  "  master  builder,"  and  with  his  cheerful 
voice  and  ready  hands  made  the  task  one  of  pleas- 
ure rather  than  of  toil;  it  was  not  an  uncommon 
thing  for  a  '•'raising"  to  be  postponed,  in  case  it  was 
not  convenient  for  him  to  attend,  until  he  could  do 
so.  He  also  officiated  as  auctioneer  in  later  years, 
and  being  a  man  fluent  in  speech,  proved  as  suc- 
cessful in  this  calling  as  he  had  in  the  others.  In  all 
public  measures  for  the  promotion  of  the  social,  re- 
ligious, moral  and  educational  interests  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  for  the  general  development  of 
the  resources  of  the  country,  by  railroad  or  other- 
wise, he  was  ever  read}^  to  bear  his  full  share  of  the 
burden.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  here,  as  in  all  the 
other  walks  in  life,  acquitted  himself  in  a  faithful 
and  creditable  manner,  and  throughout  the  countj^ 
was  familiarly  known  as  "  Uncle  Sim."  He  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers  like  a  sheaf  ripe  for  the  har- 
vest, and  mourned  as  the  personal  friend  and  bene- 
factor of  all. 

To  Simeon  and  Cerena  Davidson  there  were  born 
five  children,  the  record  of  wdiom  is  as  follows: 
George  W.  and  Clarissa  died  in  early  childhood ; 
Minor  M.  was  born  in  Macon  Township,  this  county, 
and  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Tecumseh ;  Je- 
hial  is  retired  from  active  labor,  and  is  a  resident 
of  the  village,  while  Frank,  of  our  sketch,  was  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Isaiah  Miller,  and  his  excellent  wife,  were  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1833,  locating 
in  Macon  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives. 

Frank  Davidson  was  reared  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Macon  Township,  and  completed  his  studies  in 
the  village  school  of  Tecumseh.  He  became  famil- 
iar with  the  various  employments  of  farm  life,  to 
which  he  took  kindly,  and  was  satisfied  with  the 
laudable  ambition  of  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  honored  father.    He  continued  a  member  of  the 
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parental  household  until  his  marriage,  March  26, 
1862,  the  maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, only  daughter  of  Henry  and  Susan  Lacock,  of 
Tecumseh.  Mrs.  D.  was  born  in  Jackson  County, 
Mich.,  Sept.  11,  1840,  and  came  to  this  county  with 
her  parents  early  in  life.  The  young  people  com- 
menced life  together  at  the  new  farm  on  section  36, 
Tecumseh  Township,  where  they  lived  aud  labored 
for  a  period  of  twenty-six  years.  Our  subject  then 
sold  out,  and  purchased  his  present  homestead  on 
section  36.  This  comprises  220  acres  of  fertile  land 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  handsome  and 
substantial  buildings.  Mr.  Davidson  has  devoted 
much  of  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Short-horn 
cattle,  fine  roadster  horses,  and  Poland-China  hogs, 
while  he  raises  each  year  a  large  amount  of  wheat 
and  other  grain,  the  greater  portion  of  which  is  con- 
sumed by  the  live  stock  on  the  farm.  He  inherited 
in  a  marked  degree  the  business  capacities  of  his 
father,  and  like  him  has  developed  into  a  success- 
ful auctioneer,  to  which  he  gives  considerable  time, 
making  sales  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  His  services 
are  always  in  demand  as  one  of  the  most  ingenious 
and  experienced  of  the  craft. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  are  the  parents  of  three 
children — George  S.,  Loana  M.  and  Guy  J.  Polit- 
ically Mr.  Davidson  is  an  uncompromising  Demo- 
crat, and  a  warm  supporter  of  President  Cleveland's 
administration. 

GEORGE  W.  STEPHENSON.  Too  mucli 
honor  cannot  be  accorded  to  the  early 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County;  they  were 
men  of  strong  principles,  wonderful  energy,  and 
untiring  industry.  They  endured  hardships  that 
are  unknown  to  their  children  except  by  name,  and 
the  least  their  posterity  can  do  is  to  think  of  them 
with  due  respect,  while  they  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  that  education  and  society  which  their  fathers' 
industry  and  integrity  secured  for  them.  To  this 
class  of  men  belongs  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
now  a  retired  farmer,  living  in  the  quiet  village  of 
Morenci,  where  he  expects  to  pass  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  comforts  which  a 
long  lifetime  of  industry  has  gathered  around  him. 
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Our  subject  derived  his  being  from  Andrew  and 
Lydia  (Lamphere)  Stephenson,  who  came  to  Seneca 
Township  in  the  fall  of  1839,  where  they  resided 
until  called  to  their  final  reward.  They  became 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  third,  and  was  born  in  Westmoreland, 
N.  Y.,  May  9,  1815.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  until  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  he  secured 
employment  in  a  cott(m  manufactory  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  w^hich  he  remained  nine  years. 
He  came  to  this  township  in  the  spring  of  1839, 
and  bought  a  farm  of  forty  acres  of  partially 
improved  land  on  section  27.  He  subsequently 
added  to  this  purchase  until  his  landed  possessions 
aggregated  245  acres,  but  after  occupying  his  farm 
until  about  1870,  Mr.  Stephenson  removed  into  the 
village  of  Morenci,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

In  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Stephenson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sallie  Daggett,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  where  she  was  born  July 
14,  1815.  Her  parents  were  Rufus  and  Esther 
(Dexter)  Daggett,  who  were  also  natives  of  Rhode 
Island,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Chenango 
County,  York  State,  and  remained  until  their 
decease.  To  them  were  born  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Stephenson  was  the  eldest.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.  have  four  children — Adelia,  Rosella,  Ellen 
and  Adelbert;  one  child,  Gertrude,  is  now  deceased. 
Adelia  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Borton;  Rosella  of 
William  Church,  and  Ellen  of  Brainard  Greeley; 
Adelbert  married  Miss  Hattie  Ingalls. 

In  politics  Mr.  Stephenson  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  during  his  residence  in  this 
township  has  held  many  of  the  minor  offices, 
although  he  is  not  an  office-seeker  in  any  sense  of 
the  word.  Mrs.  Stephenson  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Methodist  Church. 
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W  OTHER  MoROBERT  is  one  of  the  enter- 
I  ^  prising  business  men  of  Rome  Township- 
/iL^  Both  as  an  agriculturist  and  as  a  business 
man,  he  is  noted  for  his  integrit3^  activity  and  gen- 
eral ability.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
first  seen  the  light  in  Rome  Township,  Dec.  31 
1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  McRobert,  whose  fa- 
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ther,  William  McRobert,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  his  bo}- hood  days. 
After  an  extended  residence  in  llntland  Connty, 
Vt.,  he  removed  to  Clinton  Connty,  N.  Y.,  where 
lie  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  died  there  at  the 
jidvanced  age  of  eighty  years;  his  wife,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  preceded  him  to  the  silent 
land. 

Daniel  McRobert  was  a  native  of  Springfield,  Vt., 
find  was  born  Oct.  27,  1798.  He  resided  there  un- 
til 1801,  when  lie  moved  westward  to  Champlain, 
CHnton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  his  parents.  AVhile  there 
h(3  followed  carpentering,  lumbering  and  farming 
until  the  spring  of  1833,  when,  putting  his  family 
into  a  wagon,  he  started  for  the  wilds  of  Michigan. 
Passing  through  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  he  arrived 
in  Lenawee  County  early  in  June,  after  a  five- weeks 
journey,  and  located  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
27,  in  Rome  Township,  clearing  it  of  the  heavy 
limber  and  building  a  frame  house  and  barns;  to 
this  piece  of  land  he  added  eighty  acres  more.  He 
\vas  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first,  to  settle  in 
this  locality,  and  cut  a  road  through  the  timber  on 
the  west  line  of  Adrian  Township  to  his  purchase, 
through  the  heavy  woods,  a  distance  of  two  miles. 
He  was  a  prominent  and  respected  citizen  of  Rome, 
and  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  eight 
years,  and  several  other  minor  offices  for  various 
terms.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Toledo  war  under 
Gen.  Brown,  serving  as  Captain  of  the  State  Mili- 
tia throughout  the  hostilities.  He  died  on  his  old 
homestead  Dec.  1,  1877. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  January,  1821,  Mr.  McR.  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Bathsheba,  daughter  of  William  and 
Eunice  Luther,  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  who  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  Luther  is  tlie 
youngest.  She  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  where  she 
was  born  Dec.  26^  1800,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1833  with  her  husband.  Her  father,  William 
Luther,  was  a  native  of  Bristol  County,  R.  L,  and 
was  born  Sept.  28,  1774.  When  but  a  child  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  New^  Hampshire,  after- 
ward going  to  Vermont,  where  he  lived  until  about 
the  year  1800.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Platts- 
burg, N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  fjirming  until 
1832,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Rome  Township,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county. 


He  was  quite  an  influential  factor  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  township,  and  there  died  re- 
spected by  all,  Oct.  2,  1841.  About  the  year  1798 
he  married  Miss  Eunice,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Eb- 
enezer  and  Lydia  Allen,  a  relative  of  Gen.  Ethan 
Allen,  the  old  Revolutionary  hero.  Mrs.  Luther 
was  born  in  Tinmouth,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt,,  April  7, 
1779,  and  died  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  Jan.  24, 
1852. 

Luther  McRobert  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  when  he  rented  a  farm  which  he  cultivated 
for  some  three  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
gained  a  knowledge  both  of  the  milling  trade  and 
engineering,  both  of  which  he  utilized  later  in  life. 
In  1860  he  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm,  which 
he  managed  quite  successfully,  and  the  next  year 
he  purchased  a  shingle  mill,  which  for  some  six  years 
lie  employed  himself  in  operating,  and  then  disposed 
of  it.  Purchasing  the  homestead  of  his  father,  he 
then  settled  down  to  the  busy  life  of  an  agricult- 
urist, but  later  oii,  feeling  it  necessary  to  work  off 
the  surplus  energy  which  was  not  expended  in  his 
farm  labors,  he  commenced  to  operate  a  picket  and 
feed  mill,  which  he  still  owns  and  which  does  con- 
8ideral)le  local  trade. 

On  the  19th  of  Eebruary,  1860,  Mr.  McRobert 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha,  daughter 
of  William  K.  and  Jane  (Fleming)  Parker.  She 
was  a  native  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  and  was  born  Feb. 
2,  1841  ;  she  died  Dec.  28,  1887.  Her  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  James  Fleming,  a  native  of  Lycoming 
County,  Pa.,  and  a  son  of  John  Fleming,  who  was 
born  in  Chester  Count3%  in  the  same  State.  The 
family  were  descended  originally  from  Robert  Flem- 
in<>",  whose  natal  place  was  Paisley,  Scotland,  and 
who  had  emigrated  to  the  New  World  and  settled 
in  Canada  at  an  early  date.  Mrs.  McRobert's 
mother  was  born  in  Romulus,  N.  Y^.,  June  12,  1812, 
and  died  in  La  Porte,  Ind.,  July  26,  1843.  Left  an 
orphan  at  an  early  age,  Mrs.  McRobert  was  brought 
up  by  her  grandparents,  James  and  Martha  Fleming, 
who  came  to  Lenawee  County  in  1843,  and  settled 
in  Rome  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  McRobert 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  as  follows:  Mary 
Jane  was  born  Dec.  4,  1863,  and  married  Willis 
Granger,  who  was  born  Jan.  14,  1861 ;  they  are  the 
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parents  of  one  child,  Cecil,  born  April  20,  1887; 
rreorge  P.  was  born  Feb.  27,  1872,  and  is  still  at 
home,  availing  himself  of  educational  facilities.  Mr. 
McRobert  has  always  been  an  earnest  Democrat, 
taking  considerable  interest  in  local  politics,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  public  office.  Known  to  be  a  man 
of  undoubted  integrity,  he  is  regarded  by  his  friends 
and  neighbors  as  one  of  their  most  able  and  solid 
citizens,  both  in  social  and  public  spheres.  He  is 
capable  of  forming  his  own  opinions,  and  is  able  to 
maintain  them. 


NSEL   WITHERELL.     This  gentleman  is 
widel}^    known    among    the    residents    of 
Franklin  Township,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
(j^  the  early  settlers,  coming  here  in  the  sprincr 

of  1844.  He  located  on  section  3,  and  was  remark- 
ably fortunate  in  his  selection  of  land,  which  was 
known  as  a  part  of  the  ''openings,"  being  but 
slightly  timbered  and  requiring  less  labor  in  pre- 
paring it  for  cultivation.  He  learned  blacksmithing 
in  his  3  outh,  but  for  the  past  forty  years  has  given 
his  attention  almost  exclusively  to  farming,  in 
wliich  he  has  been  remarkably  successful.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  242  acres  of  land  upon  which  he 
has  effected  good  improvements,  having  substan- 
tial buildings  and  the  machinery  necessary  to  keep 
pace  with  the  farm  operations  of  the  present  day. 

There  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  men 
from  all  parts  of  New  England,  attracted  hither  by 
the  inducements  held   out   to  the  industrious  and 
enterprising  emigrant.     The  early  years  of  our  sub- 
ject were  spent  in   Chatham,  Conn.,    where  he  was 
born  April  22,   1814.     He  was  left  fatherless  when 
about  three  years   of  age,  but  he  found  a  home 
among  the  hospitable  people  of  his  native  town  un- 
til a  youth  of  seventeen,  and  was  then  invited  by 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Job  Graves,  who  had  come  to  Michi- 
gan  in   the   spring  of  1831,  to  join  her  here  and 
make  his  home  with  herself  and  her  husband.     Al- 
though  he  had   been  practically   bound    out    to  a 
farmer  with  whom  he  was  to  remain  until  reaching 
his  majority,  the  latter  generously  released  him,  and 
giving  him  two  suits   of  clothes  and  |36  in  money, 
bid   him  Godspeed   upon  his  new  venture.     Since 


that  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State,  em- 
bracing a  period  of  fifty-six  3'ears. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  also  Ansel  Withereli, 
during  his  early  manhood  engaged  in  shad  fishing 
on    the  Connecticut  River,  and  subsequently  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Deerfield,  Mass.,  where  his  death 
took    place    about    1817.     He    had    married    Miss 
Lovina  Chapman,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  Ansel  of  our  sketch  being  the  third 
child  and  second   son.     The   mother  survived   her 
husband   twenty-one   years,  her  death  taking  place 
also  in  Deerfield  about  the  year  1838.     During  the 
first  few  years  of  Mr.   Witherell's  residence  in  this 
county  very  close  management  was  required  in  or- 
der  to   live  comfortably,  even  for  those  who  had 
money  to  buy   provisions.     Meat  was   very  scarce 
and  high  priced,  and  the  salt  pork,  costing  not  less 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  pound,  was  so  lean  that 
butter  must  be  used  to  cook  it  with.     The  youth 
was  rugged  and  ambitious  to  make  money,  and  be- 
ing an  expert  at  hunting  and  trapping  soon   found 
that  he  could  earn  more  by  following  this  than  at 
anything    else.     The    principal   game     was     deer, 
wolves,  otter,  fisher,  coon,  mink  and  muskrat,  with 
an  occasional  panther.    Mr.  Withereli  for  five  years 
kept  a  regular  account,  and  found  upon  summing 
up  the  results  that  he  had  slain  263  deer  and  thir- 
teen wolves,  for  the  latter  of   which  he  received  a 
bounty.     The   skins  of  the  otter  were  worth  from 
$4  to  $7  each.     Of  these  he  caught  large  numbers, 
while  the  mink  and    muskrat    which    he    captured 
were  too  numerous  to  mention. 

Mr.  Withereli  during  his  numerous  expeditions 
through  the  wilderness  often  met  the  Indians  and 
mingievl  with  them,  becoming  familiar  with  their 
habits  and  traditions.  He  often  talked  with  Baw 
Beese,  chief  of  the  Pottawatomies,  whose  hunting 
ground  included  ail  the  territory  between  Bean 
Creek  and  Lake  Erie,  and  his  burying  and  planting 
ground  was  on  Iron  Creek  in  the  present  town  of 
Manchester,  Washtenaw  County.  There  were  two 
chiefs  in  the  tribe,  which  included  two  divisions, 
Baw  Beese  being  the  big  chief  and  Meteau  the  little 
chief;  the  former  division  comprised  twenty  fam- 
ilies. About  that  time  two  brothers,  Ira  and  eJacob 
Ward,  located  land  and  put  up  a  sawmill  on  Iron 
Creek.    The  second  year  after  their  settlement  they 
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robbed  the  graves  in  the  Indian  biirying-ground  of 
the  treasures  which  had  been  placed  by  the  bodies, 
and  when  the  outrage  was  discovered  Baw  Beese 
and  Meteau  came  to  Mr.  Witherell  to  learn,  if  pos- 
sible, vvho  had  committed  the  outrage.  The  settlers 
feared  that  the  Indians  would  suspect  innocent  par- 
ties, but  it  seemed  as  if  they  had  some  knowledge 
as  to  who  were  the  real  per[)etrators,  for  one  even- 
ing while  Jacob  Ward  was  driving  his  cows  home 
he  was  shot  at,  and  at  once,  with  his  brother,  made 
good  his  escape  from  the  country. 

Mr.  Witherell  worked  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Job  Graves,  at  l)lacksmithing  several  years,  in  the 
meantime  saving  a  snug  sum  of  money  which  he 
invested  in  the  property  which  he  now  owns.  Soon 
after  this  purchase  he  was  married,  July  9,  1844, 
to  Miss  Mary  8.,  daughter  of  Noah  and  Mary 
(Harkness)  Clark,  and  they  at  once  began  life  to- 
gether in  the  new  cabin  which  Mr.  AVitherell  had 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  his  bride.  Their 
union  in  due  time  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  namely:  Adelia  S.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Mary  Lovina,  the  wife  of  Harlow  Welch,  of  Man- 
chester; Jehiel  A.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Edgar  A.; 
Jane  E.,  who  died  when  four  years  old,  and  Clara 
E.,  who  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years. 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Witherell  was  born  in  Carlton,  Or- 
leans Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  22,  1824,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1838  with  her  parents,  locating  first  in  Man- 
chester, where  the  mother  died  in  July,  18()2.  The 
fatlier  subsequently  became  a  resident  of  Franklin, 
where  his  death  took  place  Sept.  9,  1870,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  Thej^  were  natives  of  New 
York  State  and  the  father  had  all  his  life  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits. 

\f^  AMES  E.  ROUNDS.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman has  been  familiar  to  the  citizens  of 
Lenawee  County  for  the  past  forty  years, 
and  he  has  for  about  that  length  of  time  oc- 
cupied the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  which  con- 
sists of  eighty  acres  in  Medina  Township,  lie  has 
seen  a  wilderness  slowly  but  surely  developing  into 
a  rich  and  fertile  stretch  of  country,  and  the  places 


I  where  the  wild  deer  were  wont  to  congregate  grow- 
:  ing  up  into  valuable  homesteads  and  flourishing 
;  cities.  Although  not  given  to  the  accumulating  of 
1  wealth,  he  has  nevertheless  built  up  a  comfortable 
\  homestead  and  surrounded  himself  with  the  com- 
forts of  life,  while  better  than  all,  he  has  lived  in  the 
\  enjoyment  of  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  fellow- 
I    citizens. 

I        Our   subject,  a    native  of   the  Green    Mountain 
I    State,  is  the  fourth  child   of  Samuel  8.  and   Zilpah 
i    (Eddy)   Rounds,   natives  of  Rutland  County,  Vt., 
I    ^vho    after    their    marriage    settled    in    Clarendon 
I    Springs.     After  a  few  years  they  removed  to  Niag- 
!    ara  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  death  of  the  mother 
I    took  place  about    1871.     SamuelRounds  after   the 
I    death  of   his  wife  came   to  this   State  and   settled 
i    about  two  and   one-half  miles  from  the  site  of   the 
i    present  city  of  Adrian,  where  he  died  when  about 
I    sixty-five  years  old.     The  parental  family  included 
\    six  children,  two  of  whom  survive. 
i        The  subject  of    our  sketch  served  a  regular  ap- 
1    prenticeship  as  a  ship  carpenter  in  his  native  town, 
I    and  had  a  very   limited  opportunity  for  education. 
I    Upon  coming  west  he  stopped  first  at  Palmyra,  this 
I    county,  and  engaging  as  a  lumber  dealer  and  con- 
tractor,  put   up   many   of   the   first   houses    in   the 
young  and  struggling  hamlets  of  Adrian   and  Mo- 
lenci.     The  first  frame  hotel  building  in  the   latter 
place  Avas  erected  under  his  supervision,  and   much 
of    the    work  was  done   by    his   hands.       He   also 
erected   a  great    many  farm  houses   and    barns  in 
Medina  and  vicinity.     It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  one 
man  has  put  up  as  many  buildings  in  this  section  of 
country  as  James  E.  Rounds. 

Mr.  Rounds  made  his  advent  into  this  county  in 
the  spring  of  1 832,  and  in  18o3  was  married  to  Miss 
Nettie  Caroline  Milliman,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Rounds  is  the  daughter  of  Rollin  M. 
and  Hannah  Milliman,  of  Wayne  County,  and  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom 
now  survive ;  they  mostly  settled  in  New  York  State. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rounds  there  have  been  born  eleven 
children,  the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows :  William, 
like  his  father,  developed  into  a  natural  mechanic, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he 
is  following  in  the  vicinity  of    Quincy,  this  State; 
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he  married  Miss  Frances  Phelps,  and  they  have  one 
(jhild,  a  daughter,  Maud.  Frances,  James  and 
Lydia  are  deceased ;  Ruel  during  the  late  war  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  died  while  in 
defense  of  his  country;  Helen  married  Jonas 
Sprague,  of  Medina,  and  became  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Terrisa ;  Mrs.  8.  died  at  her  home 
in  Medina  in  1866;  Martha  was  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Brink,  of  Quincy,  Mich.,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Morgan  married  Miss  Sadie  Trumbull,  who  left 
him  and  one  child,  Myrtle;  he  then  married  Miss 
Alzina  Esteline,  and  they  have  one  child,  Louisa; 
Carrie  is  the  wife  of  John  Nygus,  they  live  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  have  two  children — Ruth  and 
Orrin.  Elmira,  Mrs.  George  Ferris,  is  deceased; 
Ilattie,  the  wife  of  Seymour  Esteline,  is  the  mother 
of  one  child,  and  they  reside  in  West  Unity,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Rounds  since  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  voted  in  support  of  its  principles, 
and  has  served  in  his  township  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  School  Director. 

AZARUS  G.  ELLIOTT  came  to  Michigan 
Territory  when  very  young,  being  but 
three  days  old  when  his  parents  landed  in 
Detroit,  nearly  at  the  end  of  their  journey  from 
New  York  State.  He  was  born  on  Lake  Erie  Oct. 
7,  1833,  and  his  parents  thus  were  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County.  Aden  Elliott,  the 
father,  was  a  native  of  Chenango  County,  A\  Y., 
and  there  married  Miss  Phebe  Griffith,  whose 
birthplace  was  not  far  from  that  of  her  husband. 
They  were  reared  and  married  in  their  native 
State,  and  upon  coming  to  this  county  the  father 
took  up  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  in  what  is  now 
Fairfieid  Township.  They  settled  in  the  midst  of 
the  wilderness,  making  their  home  in  a  log  cabin, 
and  there  remained  about  twenty  years,  when  he 
traded  his  property  for  a  farm  east  of  Morenci  in 
Seneca  Township,  where  his  death  occurred  Marcli 
20,  1869;  the  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  better 
land  June  22,  1867. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Lazarus  G.  Elliott 
were  spent  in  Fairfield  Township,  making  himself 
useful  around  the  growing  farm  as  soon  as  his  years 


permitted.  He  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
pioneer  school  conducted  in  a  log  cabin,  and  re- 
mained a  member  of  his  father's  household  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  Then,  thinking  it  about 
time  to  set  up  an  estabiishmeht  of  his  own,  he  pro- 
cured the  first  important  requirement,  namely,  a 
wife,  being  married  to  Miss  Adaresta,  daughter  of 
Esben  and  Sophronia  (Root)  Burch,  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  They  settled  in  Chenango 
County  after  their  marriage,  and  after  two  or  three 
removals  turned  their  faces  westward,  coming  to 
Fulton  County,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  eight 
years,  and  then  came  to  this  county  and  located  on 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now^  Madison, 
Townsliip,  and  where  the  parents  spent  the  last 
yeai-s  of  their  life.  Esl)en  Burch  died  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  The 
demise  of  the  mother  occurred  in  New  York,  Aug. 
9,  1853,  when  she  was  forty-six  years  old. 

JMrs.  Elliott  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  six 
children,  and  was  born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y., 
May  14,  1844.  Her  girlhood  was  passed  in  Ohio, 
where  she  improved  her  education  at  the  district 
school,  and  developed  into  an  efficient  teacher, 
which  profession  she  followed  for  some  time  after 
her  marriage;  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Michi- 
gan in  1854.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  the  following-named  children,  of  whom 
two — Adelpha  and  Frederick— died  at  the  ages  of 
nine  and  seven  weeks.  Ernest,  the  eldest  son,  mar- 
ried Miss  Myra  Fenton,  and  is  farming  in  Madison 
Township;  Burt,  Elfrey,  Ford,  Fiank  and  George, 
are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Elliott  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket  and  has  served  as  Con- 
stable. He  is  a  member  of  the  Disciples'  Church, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Fruit  Ridge 
Grange. 

The  Elliott  liomestead  embraces  120  acres,  and 
the  entire  landed  estate  l)elonging  to  our  subject 
comprises  215^  acres,  most  of  which  is  under 
good  cultivation.  In  years  gone  by  he  dealt  con- 
siderably in  lumber,  which  proved  a  very  success- 
ful enterprise.  He  put  up  his  present  house  and 
barn,  and  has  effected  most  of  the  improvements 
which  to-day  attract  the  attention  of  the  passing 
traveler.  Mr.  Elliott,  in  1873,  was  afflicted  with  a 
stroke   of  paralysis  and  has  had  two  attacks  since 
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that  time,  which  have  disabled  him  for  the  last  four 
years.  He  believes  this  to  have  ])eeii  the  result  of 
ail  injury  received  about  fourteen  years  ago,  and  it 
requires  much  patience  and  fortitude  on  his  part 
to  be  compelled  to  sit  inactive  while  the  world  is 
moving-  around  him.  He  has  all  liis  life,  imtil  dis- 
abled, been  au  active  and  industrious  worker,  em- 
ploying himself  during  his  early  manhood  at  chop- 
ping and  shingle-making,  having  turned  out  of  the 
latter  as  many  as  2,000  per  daj^ 


s|  ^ARREN  J.  PARKER.  This  name  is  famil- 
\ /iJl/  ^^^  ^^^  most  of  the  citizens  of  the  westei'u 
W^  part  of  Lenawee  County,  and  is  known  as 
that  of  a  man  of  the  highest  moral  character,  more 
than  ordinary  business  ability,  and  in  all  resx)ects  a 
valuable  and  efficient  member  of  the  community. 
Public-spirited  and  liberal,  always  ready  to  encour- 
age w^orthy  projects,  genial  and  companionable,  he 
is  a  universal  favorite,  and  an  important  factor 
among  the  elements  of  an  intelligent  and  refined 
community.  His  homestead  is  pleasantly  located 
on  section  6,  in  Woodstock  Township,  and  com- 
prises 144  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land,  while  a 
fine  residence  and  other  good  buildings  embellish 
the  landscape.  Stock-raising  forms  an  important 
feature  of  his  transactions,  and  as  a  buyer  and  ship- 
per he  takes  the  lead  of  the  business  in  this  section. 
He  has  for  years  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and 
was  elected  Supervisor  in  the  spring  of  1886,  and 
re-elected  the  following  year. 

Mr.  Parker  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec. 
18,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb  and  Carolitie 
(Stew^ard)  Parker.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  went  to  New  York  when  a  young 
man,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Erie  County,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  in  1857, 
wiien  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  The  mother  only 
survived  her  liusband  two  years,  and  was  fifty-nine 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  The}^  liad  a  family  of 
ten  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  One 
son  is  carrying  on  manufacturing  in  Grand  Rapids, 
this  State;  L.  A.  and  Cinth}^  E.  are  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y. 

Albert  C.  Parker,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  served 


as  a  Union  soldier  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  in 
Company  B,  3d  Michigan  Infantry,  in  June,  1861. 
He  was  twice  wounded  in  battle,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  discharged  about  a  year  after  his  en- 
listment, and  now  draws  a  pension.  Gouhl  Parker, 
another  brother,  was  a  surgeon  in  the  lltli  Kansas 
Infantry,  and  after  the  war  settled  in  Spiing  Hill, 
tliat  State,  where  he  followed  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1872. 
Harrison  Parker,  another  brother,  raised  a  company 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  but  could  not  himself  serve  on 
account  of  physical  disabilitj^  The  boys  all  went 
into  the  army  from  motives  of  pure  patriotism,  to 
which  they  had  been  reared,  having  no  thought  of 
pei-sonal  aggrandizement.  They  suffered  the  priva- 
tion and  hardships  which  are  the  common  lot  of  the 
soldier,  and  like  their  forefathers,  were  willing  to 
sacrifice  their  lives  if  necessary  to  maintain  a  prin- 
ciple. 

Warren  J.  Parker,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
but  seventeen  years  old  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
but  he  was  not  willing  to  be  behind  in  his  duty  to 
his  country,  and  accordingly  on  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  100th  New 
York  Infantry,  under  Col.  G.  B.  Dandy,  who  is 
now  in  the  regular  army.  The  regiment  was  soon 
afterward  sent  to  Virginia,  and  with  the  exception 
of  three  months,  during  which  he  was  confined  in 
the  hospital,  young  Parker  was  in  the  principal  en- 
gagements of  the  army  of  the  South  and  East.  He 
was  taken  ill  in  Virginia  in  1864,  and  was  first 
placed  in  the  hospital  at  Fortress  Monroe,  wiience 
he  was  removed  to  Rhode  Island.  He  was  in  the 
service  three  years  lacking  thirteen  days,  and  had 
the  inestimable  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  surrender 
of  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox,  speaking  of  it  as  ''the 
happiest  day  of  his  life."  Although  frequently  in 
the  midst  of  danger  and  death,  he  fortunately  es- 
caped wounds  and  capture,  and  lives  to  regard  that 
period  of  his  life  in  which  he  sacrificed  his  personal 
interests  for  the  sake  of  an  undivided  country  as 
the  most  praiseworthy  of  the  whole. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Parker  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  plighted 
his  troth  to  a  maiden  of  that  region,  and  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1865,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Adell  E.  Stowell.     Mrs.  Parker   was   born    in 
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Rochester,  Oct.  9,  1847,  and  was  the  daugliter  of 
Ezeriah  and  Fhebe  A.  (Myers)  Stowell,  natives  of 
the  P^mpire  State,  where  the  father  in  his  yonnger 
years  carried  on  farming  and  gardening,  and  where 
the  parents  both  still  live,  the  father  being  seventy- 
five  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  seventy.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Parker  rented  a  farm  in  Erie 
County,  where  he  remained  until  the  earh^  part  of 
1867,  when  he  determined  upon  a  change  of  loca- 
tion, and  in  the  month  of  March  loaded  his  worldly 
effects  into  a  dry-goods  box,  and  coming  with  his 
family  to  Tecumseh,  this  State,  rented  a  farm  in  the 
township.  After  he  had  laboriously  gathered  in 
his  first  year's  crop,  the  whole  was  destroyed  by  tire. 
This  was  a  serious  drawback  to  his  hopes,  and  he 
then  went  into  Jackson  County  and  worked  three 
months  by  the  day.  In  1868  he  purchased  seventy- 
two  acres  of  land  on  section  6,  in  Woodstock  Town- 
ship, to  which  he  was  enabled  later  to  add  a  like 
amount,  and  has  now  supplied  the  farm  with  good 
buildings,  and  transformed  the  property  into  a  valu- 
able and  desirable  homestead.  For  the  past  ten 
years,  Mr.  Parker,  in  addition  to  general  farming, 
has  been  largely  engaged  as  a  stock-dealer  in  part- 
nership with  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Columbia  Town- 
ship. They  feed  and  ship  a  large  number  of  cattle 
each  year,  and  make  a  specialty  of  sheep,  shearing, 
feeding  and  shipping  them.  Mr.  Parker  has  him- 
self alone  a  flock  of  300  sheep,  which  represent  in 
value  a  snug  sum  of  money. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  lad}^  there  were 
born  iOiVe.  chiklren,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows.* 
Alvin  A.  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  30, 
1866,  and  died  Sept.  19,  1884;  James  H.  was  born 
in  Jackson  County,  Oct.  10,  1 868,  and  was  educated 
in  the  district  school;  he  is  working  on  the  farm. 
Fernando  C.  was  born  in  this  county,  April  4,  1874; 
Earl  E.,  Sept.  18,  1876,  and  Aloy  C,  Feb.  5,  1885. 
The  boys  have  inherited  the  good  qualities  of  their 
sire,  and  bid  fair  to  become  useful  members  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  P.  has  supported  the  Republican  party  since 
becoming  a  voter,  and  has  been  honored  with  the 
various  local  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen, 
serving  as  Clerk  and  School  Director,  and  in  1885 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  until  1888. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  Addison  i^ost  No.  277,  G.  A. 
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R.  He  has  always  been  prominent  in  the  worthy 
enterprises  which  build  up  a  community,  and  has 
acted  well  his  part  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 


ARVIN  A.  PACKARD,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  Seneca  Township,  came 
to  this  county  with  his  parents  when  a  lad 
seven  years  of  age,  and  has  since  been  iden- 
tified with  its  growth  and  development,  watching 
with  pride  the  rapid  progress  of  the  country,  both 
in  relation  to  its  natural  resources  and  its  people. 
Me  is  the  eldest  son  of  Ira  and  Amanda  (Compton) 
Packard,  natives  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  were  reared  and  married,  and  whence  they 
came  in  the  spring  of  1838,  to  the  new  State  which 
had  just  laid  off  territorial  government,  and  as- 
sumed its  rights  as  a  State.  They  located  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Madison  Township,  where  Ira  Pack- 
ard purchased  200  acres  of  wild  land  upon  which 
stood  a  log  house  and  a  frame  barn.  Besides  this 
there  had  been  little  attempt  at  improvement,  and 
after  making  his  family  comfortable,  the  father  of 
our  subject  commenced  in  earnest  to  cultivate  the 
soil  and  build  up  a  home  for  himself  and  those  de- 
pendent upon  him.  He  was  cut  down,  however,  in 
the  prime  of  life,  only  living  eight  years  after  com- 
ing to  Michigan;  his  death  occurred  Feb.  24,  1844, 
at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Packard 
continued  at  the  homestead,  and  was  married  to  G. 
B.  Mann,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased. She  passed  away  in  1877,  when  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  Marvin  A.,  of  our  sketch,  pur- 
sued his  early  studies  in  the  first  school-house  in 
Madison  Township.  This  structure,  eighteen  feet 
square,  was  built  of  logs,  the  seats  being  of  slabs, 
and  the  solitary  desk  for  the  teacher  made  of  the 
same  material.  He  was  thirteen  years  old  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death,  and  looked  after  the 
affairs  of  the  farm  as  well  as  he  could  until  the  sec- 
ond marriage  of  his  mother.  The  place  was  incum- 
bered with  a  debt,  and  the  boys  as  soon  as  old 
enough  were  obliged  to  make  themselves  useful. 
IMarvin  A.,  in  common  with  the  others,  had  but  lit- 
tle opportunity  for  an  education,  but  while    tilling 
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the  soil,  his  ever  busy  mind  was  revolving  some 
project  by  which  he  could  see  something  more  of 
the  world,  and  become  better  satisfied  with  his  con- 
dition. 

As  a  consequence  of  these  cogitations,  young 
Packard  when  twenty  years  of  age,  escaped  from 
the  backwoods,  and  making  his  way  to  New  York 
City,  on  tlie  1st  of  November,  1851,  stepped  on 
board  a  sailing-vessel  bound  for  San  Francisco. 
Their  route  led  them  near  the  coast  of  South  Amer- 
ica, and  they  touched  at  the  ports  of  Jamaica,  Porto 
Rico  and  Havana,  arriving  at  Panama  about  three 
weeks  after  leaving  New  York.  From  there  they 
crossed  over  to  Aspinwalland  sailed  by  the  propel- 
ler '^Columbus"  to  San  Francisco.  During  this  voy- 
age they  encountered  a  furious  storm,  and  the  ves- 
sd  springing  aleak,  the  crew  had  difficulty  in  keep- 
ing her  afloat.  They  landed  near  the  Golden  Gate 
on'' the  1st  of  January,  1852,  and  young  Packard  at 
once  entered  the  mines,  where  he  and  some  com- 
panions who  had  journeyed  with  him  from  this 
State,  formed  a  partnership,  and  began  operations 
at  Gold  Hill.  The  company  consisted  of  our  sub- 
ject, his  brother  Joseph,  then  only  eighteen  years 
old,  four  Cutshaw  boys,  Edward  Hunt,  James  Phet- 
teplace  and  Jonas  Thayer.  They  entered  upon  the 
new  enterprise  with  great  courage  and  anticipations 
for  the  future,  and  in  due  time  our  subject  felt  well 
repaid  for  his  experiment.  Edward  Hunt  after  be- 
ing a  resident  of  California  twenty  years,  met  his 
death  by  accident. 

Mr.  Packard,  after  spending  two  years  on  the 
Pacific  Slope  returned  across  Central  America  over 
the  route  then  known  as  the  '^A^anderbilt."  He  ar- 
rived in  New  York  City  on  the  15th  of  April,  1853, 
and  was  welcomed  under  the  old  home  roof  in  Madi- 
scm  Township  on  the  1st  of  May  following.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  held  in  remembrance  the  face  and 
form  of  one  of  his  childhood  friends,  and  soon  after 
his  return  to  his  old  home,  was  married  on  the  25th 
of  May,  to  this  maiden,  Miss  Elsie  Phetteplace,  who 
was  born  Nov.  28,  1831,  in  Hartland,  N.  Y.,  and 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  when  a  child  two 
years  of  age.  Asa  and  Hannah  (Waters)  Phette- 
place, the  parents  of  Mrs.  Packard,  were  born  in 
W^arren 'County,  N.  Y.,  and  for  some  years  resided 
in  the  vicinity   of  Buffalo,  where  Mr.  P.  carried  on 
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his  trade  of  carpenter.  Upon  coming  to  this  county 
he  purchased  110  acres  of  land  in  Madison  Town- 
ship which  he  transformed  into  a  good  farmland  oc- 
cupied until  his  death,  Nov.  19,  1865,  at  the  age^of 
seventy-seven.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
twenty  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  dying  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  Their  family 
included  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Mrs.  Packard  was  the  youngest.  Al- 
though very  young  at  the  time  her  parentslleft  the 
Empire  State,  she  has  a  faint  recollection  of  the 
overland  journey  from  Detroit,  and  how  it  was  per- 
formed laboriously  by  wagon.  She  wasj'eared  to 
womanhood  in  Madison  Township,  and  received 
her  education  in  the  common  school,  which  was  sup- 
plemented by  attendance  at  Prof.  Barrows'  semi- 
nary. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Packard,  after  their  marriage,  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  their 
own  land,  and  became  the  parents  of   two  children, 
a  son  and  a  daughter.       The    elder,   Frank,  mar- 
ried Miss  Lillie    Montgomery,  and  is  engaged    in 
farming    at    Fairfield;  they     have  two  children- 
George  and  Ira.     Miss  Matie  Packard  is  a  member 
of  the  senior  class  at  Adrian  College,  and  possesses 
considerable  musical  talent,  taking  a  course  in  music 
at  the  college.     In  1857  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Packard   re- 
solved upon  a  change  of  location,  and  getting    to- 
gether their  household  goods  and   personal  effects, 
made  their  way  into  Johnson  County,  Neb.,  where 
they    determined    to  grow  up    with  the    country. 
They   started  out    very  courageously,    but  a    few- 
weeks  after  arriving  at  their  destination,  they  found 
unexpected  difficulties  in  their  path,  and  the   wife 
especially  lost  her  courage  entirely.     So  they  did  as 
a  great  many  others  have  done  since,  turned  about 
and  came  back  to  Lenawee  County,  and  Mr.  P.  did 
not   succeed   in  disposing   of  his  property    in  Ne- 
braska  until  six  years    afterward.     In   1859,    Mr. 
Packard  conceived  the  idea  of  going  to  Pike's  Peak, 
and  started  out  from   Madison  Township  in    com- 
pany with  ten  or  twelve  others.     They  shipped  their 
horses,  wagons  and  provisions  to  St.  Joseph,    Mo., 
and  from  there  started  by  wagon  toward  the    point 
in   view.     When    they  came  in  sight  of  the  peak, 
they  met  scores  of    people  returning,  who  gave   no 
flattering  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the   glit- 
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tering  promises  of  that  region  had  been  carried  out. 
Our  travelers  concluded  to  waste  no  more  time  and 
horseflesh,  and  at  once  turned  their  steps  homeward, 
making  their  wa}^  by  wagon  through  Nebraska  to 
Burlington,  Iowa,  where  they  shipped  by  rail  to 
Chicago,  and  thence  made  their  way  homeward  by 
wagon.  Mr.  Packard  has  thus  in  his  various  wan- 
derings contrived  to  see  c(»nsiderable  of  the  world, 
which,  although  perhaps  not  very  profitable  finan- 
cially, proved  an  experience  with  which  he  would 
not  willingly  part. 

Both  the  Packard  and  Phettcplace  families  have 
distinguished  themselves  for  patriotism.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Mrs.  Packard  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  her  father,  Asa  Phettc- 
place, took  part  in  the  War  of  1812,  when  a  youth 
of  nineteen  years.  Ira  Packard,  Jr.,  the  brother  of 
our  subject,  during  the  late  Civil  War  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  18th  Michigan  Infantry,  in  1862.  He 
was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  during  the 
time  of  his  bitter  experience  in  Libby  Prison,  w^as 
reduced  from  a  man  of  200-pounds  weight  to  but 
the  semblance  of  his  former  self,  weighing  100 
pounds.  After  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox 
he  was  released  and  taken  to  the  United  States 
hospital,  where  he  died,  and  now  fills  a  soldier's 
grave.  Frank  Lease,  an  adopted  brother  of  Mrs. 
Packard,  served  in  the  9th  Michigan  Cavalry  from 
the  beginning  until  the  close  of  the  war.  James 
Packard,  another  brother  of  our  subject,  is  a  busi- 
ness man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  well-known  Packard  Express  Company 
in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Joseph  Packard,  another 
brother,  is  a  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Butler  County,  Iowa,  and  the  three  sisters  of  the 
family  are  deceased. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Packard  includes  238  acres  of 
valuable  land,  where  the  present  proprietor  has 
effected  the  improvements  which  we  behold.  The 
house  and  barn  are  substantial  structures,  well 
built,  while  the  stables  and  other  outhouses  are  con- 
veniently arranged,  and  finely  adapted  to  tlie  gen- 
eral purposes  of  agriculture.  Mr.  Packard  for  the 
last  twenty -one  years  has  made  a  specialty  of  dairy- 
ing, for  which  purpose  he  keeps  from  twenty  to 
thirty  cows.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Scott,  and  has  been  a  member  of   the    Republican 


party  for  thirty-two  years.  Both  he  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  are  warmly  interested  in  the  temperance 
movement,  and  she  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Mr.  P.  belongs  to  the  Fruit 
Ridge  Grange,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of  tlie 
Grange,  and  was  one  of  the  Building  Committee  nt 
Fruit  Ridge.  His  has  been  a  busy  and  useful  life. 
Fie  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  w^ay  as  a  solid 
and  useful  citizen,  attending  strictly  to  his  own  con- 
cerns, and  building  a  most  desirable  homestead, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  has  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  growth  and  development  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  has  contributed  a  generous  share  to  its 
present  reputation. 
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EV.  JOEL  SMITH  THRAP,  who  is  the  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
at  Adrian,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was 
^born  in  Muskingum  County,  near  Zanes- 
ville,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1820.  His  father  was 
Joseph  Thrap,  who  was  also  a  minister,  and  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Ohio.  Early  in  life  he  re- 
ceived a  license  as  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  in  1829  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  and  soon  afterward  was  licensed 
by  that  denomination  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Tlie 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Jemima,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Camp,  a  native  of  Virginia. 

After  their  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1803,  the 
parents  of  our  subject  moved  to  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  in  1804,  the  county  being  at  that  time^  in 
the  wilderness.  After  remaining  there  three  years, 
they  removed  to  Licking  County,  where  they 
farmed  on  leased  land  for  a  time,  after  which  they 
returned  to  Muskingum  County,  where  they  set- 
tled, and  remained  until  their  death,  the  father 
dying  on  the  1st  of  May,  1866,  aged  ninety  years; 
he  was  born  Oct.  16,  1776.  The  mother  died  in 
July,  1867.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, whom  the  mother  lived  to  see  married  and 
well  settled  in  life. 

Joel  S.  Thrap,  our  subject,  was  the  ninth  child 
in  the  parental  family,  and  spent  his  youth  and 
early  years  on  the  farm  in  his  native  comity,  and 
attended   tlie  common  schools  when    not  assisting 
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in  the  work  upon  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years  he  entered  the  ministry,  wholly  inexperi- 
enced as  a  public  speaker,  but  has  since  developed 
great  ability  as  a  speaker  and  a  debater.  His  ilrst 
experience  in  this  line  was  in  the  neighborhood 
debating  societies  which  were  in  v  ogue  at  that  day. 
He  was  the  owner  of  the  first  copy  of  Comstock's 
Philosophy  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  was 
reared,  and  early  acquired  a  taste  for  science  and 
scientific  research.  He  continued  in  the  pastoral 
work  until  1864,  when,  in  spite  of  a  protest  on  his 
part,  he  was  appointed  the  General  Financial  Agent 
for  the  endowment  for  college  purposes,  which  was 
bestowed  upon  Adrian  College,  an  institution  estab- 
lished in  1809,  which  had  heretofore  been  under  the 
auspices  of  and  controlled  by  the  Wesleyan  Meth- 
odists. 

In   1866  the  Wesleyans  found  themselves  almost 

hopelessly  in  debt,  whereupon  the   corporation  of 
Adrian  College  Association    was   organized,  which 
consisted    of  twelve  men,  and  this    association   in 
the  name  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  made 
application  to  take  a  joint  interest  and  place  an  en- 
dowment on  the  college.     At  that  time  Mr.  Thrap 
was  the  general  agent  of  the  college,  and  in   that 
relation  traveled  all  over  the  Northern   States  and 
visited  all  the  conferences  and  churches  of  his  de- 
nomination until  1873,  in   which  year    he   retired 
from  the  general    agency.     In    1865    he  became   a 
member    of  the   Board    of  Education,   and    was  a 
Trustee  from  the  time  of  its  organization  until  1883, 
when  he  resigned  his  position.     In  the  fall  of  1883 
he  was  elected  President  of  the  Muskingum   Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  which 
position  he  held   until  1884,  when  his  official  cares 
terminated.     Since   that  time  he   has  lived  some- 
what retu-ed,  though  he  is  at  present  the  member 
elect    of  the    General    Conference    of  his    church, 
which  will  assemble    in  the  city  of  Adrian   in  the 
month  of  May,  1888.     He  has  been  an  indomitable 
worker  in  the  religious  field,  as  well  as  an   active 
business  man  all  his  life,   and  what  he  has  accom- 
plished  stands  greatly  to  his  credit. 

On  the  15tli^  of  July,  1845,  Mr.  Thrap  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hannah  E.  Rogers,  of  Bel  Air,  Harford 
Co.,  Md.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrap  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living;  Catherme 


A.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  T.  M.  Lewis,  now  of  Ker  City, 
Fla.;  and  eJ.  Rose,  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Roberts,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  residing  in  Lenawee  County ; 
John  R.  died  in  March,  1873,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years. 
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^1  1).  MACHAM,  of  Raisin  Township,  is, 
(iO|  with  his  wife,  proprietor  of  240  acres  of  good 
%\  land  on  section  24,  which  is  admirably 
adapted  to  the  purposes  of  general  farming 
and  equipped  with  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings, 
modern  machinery,  and  a  choice  assortment  of  live 
stock.  They  came  to  this  homestead  in  the  spring 
of  1  877,  and  under  the  wise  manipulation  of  a  thor- 
ough and  progressive  farmer,  it  has  become  one  of 
the  most  desirable  in  this  section  of  country. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada, and  was  born  in  Grey  County,  Ontario,  April 
25,  1853.  His  father,  John  Macham,  came  to  the 
States  in  1867,  and  located  at  once  on  a  farm  in 
Deerfield  Township,  this  county,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home,  and  during  his  residence  of  fifty 
years  in  this  section  has  become  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  as  one  of  its  most  valued  and  useful 
residents.  The  parents  were  born  within  twelve 
months  of  each  other,  and  the  aged  mother  still  sur- 
vives. John  Macham  was  born  in  Ireland,  whence 
his  parents  soon  afterward  removed  to  Scotland, 
and  afterward  to  Canada,  where  he  met  and  married 
the  lady  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject. 
She  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  seven 
of  them  married  and  settled  in  comfortable  homes 
of  their  own. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents  and 
was  reared  under  the  home  roof,  receiving  a  good 
education  and  completing  his  studies  in  the  academy 
at  Deerfield.  He  was  bright  and  ambitious  and 
when  eighteen  years  of  age  started  out  in  life  for 
himself.  A  few  years  later,  when  about  twenty - 
four  years  of  age,  he  was  married,  Jan.  17,  1877,  to 
Miss  Jennie  Rector,  of  Tecumseh  Township.  Mrs. 
Macham  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Permelia 
(Raymond)  Rector,  natives  of  New  York  State, 
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who  came  to  this  county  in  their  youth  and  settled 
in  Tecumseh  Township.  They  removed  to  Delta, 
Ohio,  where  they  were  living  at  the  time  of  the 
birth  of  their  daughter  Jennie,  which  took  place 
June  28,  1853.  Six  j^ears  later  the}^  took  up  their 
residence  in  Tecumseh  Township,  where  Mrs.  M. 
was  reared  and  educated.  Here  they  have  since  re- 
mained residents  on  a  good  farm,  and  are  classed 
among  the  well-to-do  farmers. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  interesting 
little  daughters — Bertha  and  Blanche.  Mr.  Machani, 
politically,  is  a  solid  Republican,  and  with  his  ex- 
cellent wife  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church. 
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r/REDERICK  H.  CORWIN  has  been  a  man 
yy,j   prominent  in  the  business  circles  of  Fairfield 

[  Township  for  a  period  of  seventeen  j^ears, 
during  which  time,  besides  the  pursuit  of  agricult- 
ure, he  has  held  the  various  offices  and  been  other- 
wise identified  with  its  most  important  niterests. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  prudence  and  industry,  and 
his  toils  have  been  rewarded  with  a  home  and  a 
competence.  He  is  now  retired  from  active  labor, 
and  amid  the  surroundings  of  a  pleasant  village 
home  at  Fairfield,  is  passing  down  the  hill  of  life 
surrounded  b}^  hosts  of  friends  and  all  the  good 
things  which  a  reasonable  man  could  ask  for. 

Mr.  Corwin  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State  and 
was  born  in  Suffolk  County,  Sept.  13,  1818.  He 
continued  to  live  near  the  place  of  his  birth  until 
a  youth  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Niagara  County,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  1853.  He  had  in  the  meantime,  Nov. 
13,  1847,  been  married  at  Royalton,  in  the  latter- 
named  county,  to  Miss  Louisa  J.  Tread  well,  a  na- 
tive of  that  place,  where  she  had  spent  her  life  up 
to  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

In  1853  Mr.  Corwin  decided  upon  seeking  his 
fortunes  in  the  further  west,  and  accordingly,  ac- 
companied by  his  family,  made  his  way  to  this 
county,  purchasing  a  farm  on  section  21,  Ogden 
Township.  Upon  this  he  effected  good  improve- 
ments and  continued  there  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
years.     Then,  feeling  that  he   had  contributed   his 


full  quota  toward  the  agricultural  interests  of  that 
section,  he  sold  out  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  village  of  Fairfield,  where  he  has  since  lived.  In 
1884  he  purchased  eighty  acres  on  sections  12  and 
13,  in  Fairfield  Township,  which  he  still  owns. 

Mr.  Corwin,  while  a  resident  of  Ogden  Township, 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eleven 
years.  He  was  noted  for  his  skill  as  an  agricultur- 
ist and  his  reliability  as  a  business  man.  He  med- 
dles little  with  politics,  but  has  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  since  its  organization. 
Socially,  he  and  his  excellent  wife  belong  to  Fair- 
field Grange,  which  w^as  organized  about  1875,  and 
of  which  they  were  charter  members.  Mrs.  Corwin 
has  for  many  years  been  identified  with  the  Chris- 
tian Church. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely :  Emerson,  Parker,  Libbie,  Charles 
and  Grace.  The  eldest  of  these  is  thirty-eight  years 
of  age  and  the  youngest  twenty -eight.  They  also 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Lillie,  aged  fourteen 
years.  Miss  Libbie  Corwin,  in  1877,  became  the 
wife  of  Nicholas  Wotring,  a  w^ell-to-do  farmer  of 
Ogden  Township;  Charles  married  Miss  Ida  Brown, 
of  York  County,  Neb.,  in  1879,  and  is  carrying  on 
farming  in  Furnas  County,  Neb. ;  Grace,  Mrs. 
William  R.  Porter,  resides  with  her  husband  on  a 
farm  in  Fairfield  Township. 


^I^ENJAMIN  F.  DePUY.  In  the  history  of 
iUlc  nations  past  and  gone  it  is  observed  by  the 
intelligent  reader  that  great  stress  is  laid 
upon  the  founding  of  a  family  name,  and 
he  wdio  possessed  ancient  and  noble  blood  was 
invariably  looked  upon  as  a  little  better  than  those 
who  had  lost  track  of  their  family  history,  or  per- 
haps had  none  of  which  they  might  be  proud.  In 
accordance  with  the  accepted  truth  that  history  re- 
peats itself,  biography  to-day  is  taking  an  important 
place  in  the  literature  of  the  age,  and  men  are  be- 
ginning to  search  among  the  archives  of  the  past 
with  the  hope  of  finding  something  in  regard  to 
their  ancestors  which  may  reflect  honor  upon 
themselves.     This  is  admitted  by  every  intelligent 
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person  to  be  a  laudable  interest  and  ambition,  and 
the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  has  wisely  preserved  the  records  which 
have  been  handed  down  to  liim  and  from  Avhich  no 
amount  of  money  wonld  induce  him  to  part. 

The  DePuy  family  originated  in  France  several 
hundred  years  ago,  and  the  first  known  representa- 
tive in  America  was  one  Benjamin,  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
settled,  it  is  believed,  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  the  old  Huguenot  stock,  and 
pursued  the  peaceful  calling  of  an  agriculturist 
in  the  Empire  State  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
married  and  reared  a  line  family  of  sons  and 
daughters,  who  are  recorded  as  having  been  most 
worthy  and  intelligent  citizens,  but  who  drifted 
from  the  home  roof  and  became  residents  of  dif- 
ferent States  of  the  Union. 

Samuel  DePuy,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native 
county,  but  upon  reaching  manhood  he  removed 
to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  there  married  and 
reared  a  family.  He  owned  slaves  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  most  of  whom  he  liberated  prior 
to  the  year  1828.  His  son  Benjamin,  upon  reaching 
manhood,  married  Miss  Sarah  Hornbeck,  whose 
ancestors  were  originally  from  Holland,  sturdy 
and  substantial  people,  noted  for  their  honesty  and 
their  courageous  defense  of  the  principles  in  which 
they  believed. 

The  wife  of  Benjamin  DePuy,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
New  York  State  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  Cayuga 
County,  to  which  place  her  future  husband  had 
drifted  when  a  young  man  and  where  they  were 
married.  They  settled  down  upon  a  tract  of  land 
from  which  they  built  up  a  comfortable  and  modest 
homestead,  and  there  spent  their  declining  years, 
dying  at  an  advanced  age.  Their  eldest  son, 
Samuel,  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  where  he 
developed  into  manhood  and  was  more  than  ordin- 
arily intelligent.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  his  native  county, 
and  married  one  of  its  most  accomplished  ladies. 
Miss  Ann  Bingham,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  the 
spring  of  1833.  Mrs.  Ann  (Bingham)  DePuy,  was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  of  English  ancestry,  and 
a  member  of  a  family  largely  represented  in   the 


New  England  and  Middle  States.  Her  parents  re- 
moved from  New  Jersey  to  New  York  during  the 
early  settlement  of  Cayuga  County,  and  followed 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture  until  resting 
from  their  earthly  labors. 

In  1835,  two  years  after  his  marriage,  Samuel 
DePuy,  who  had  taken  quite  an  interest  in  military 
tactics,  was  appointed  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
158th  New  York  Militia,  having  risen  to  this  honor 
fi'om  a  private.  He  held  this  rank  while  a  resident 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  probably  until  the  regi- 
ment was  disbanded.  Li  1852,  after  the  birth  of 
six  children,  of  whom  Benjamin  F.  of  this  sketch 
was  the  eldest  son  and  fourth  child,  Samuel  DePuy 
and  his  wife  broke  loose  from  old  friends  and 
associations  and  departed  from  the  scenes  of  their 
youth  to  seek  a  home  in  the  young  and  rapidly 
growing  State  of  Michigan.  They  cast  their  lot 
with  the  people  of  Macon  Township,  this  county, 
settling  on  a  tract  of  improved  land  on  section  30, 
where  they  continued  to  make  their  home,  living 
peaceful  and  w^orthy  lives,  and  enjoying  in  a  marked 
degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people 
around  them.  The  father  folded  his  hands  for  his 
final  rest  on  the  7th  of  March,  1872,  when  sixty- 
two  and  one-half  years  old.  The  mother  followed 
her  husband  Sept.  27,  1874,  when  sixty-seven  years 
of  age.  The  latter  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  Samuel  DePuy  con- 
tributed liberally,  although  not  a  member  of 
any  religious  organization.  He  was  an  uncom- 
promising Democrat,  politically,  and  took  a  warm 
interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  develop- 
ment and  welfare  of  his  adopted  county. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  25,  1841,  and  came 
with  his  father  to  this  county  when  a  lad  about 
ten  years  of  age.  He  was  an  unusually  bright  and 
intelligent  boy,  possessing  a  peculiar  tact  for  busi- 
ness, and  greatly  interested,  like  his  father  before 
him,  in  military  tactics.  AVhen  eighteen  years  of 
ao-e  his  great  desire  was  to  enter  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  but  to  this  his  excellent 
father  seriously  objected,  judging  from  his  own  ex- 
perience that  although  in  some  respects  an  under- 
standing of  military  affairs  was  desirable,  yet  it 
usually  transpired  that  the  time  given  to  this  was 
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practically  thrown  away.  Beiijaniin  F.,  as  a  diili- 
ful  son,  wisely  yielded  to  his  father's  behest,  and 
after  a  conflict  between  his  inclination  and  his  dutj'^ 
settled  down  upon  the  farm,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  now  occupy- 
ing the  homestead  of  his  father,  keeping  up  the 
reputation  of  the  estate  and  of  his  family  in  an 
admirable  manner. 

One  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  events 
in  the  life  of  our  subject  occurred  on  the  28th  of 
November,  1866,  when   he  was  united   in   marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Bramble,   the    daughter   of  a 
prominent  family  in  Franklin  Township,  this  county. 
She  w^as  born   at  the  homestead  there  about  1846, 
and  remained  the  companion  of  her  husband  but  a 
little  over  one  year,  her  death  taking  place  March 
12,  1868.     Mr.  DePuy  was  a  second  time  married, 
Aug.  7,  1872,  to  Miss   Sarah   Almeda   Spalding,   a 
native  of  Tallmadge,  Summit  Co.,  Ohio,  where  she 
was   born    Aug.    14,    1846.     Mrs.    DePuy    is    the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Flora  (Meachara)  Spalding, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  where  they  were  born 
and  reared.     From  there  the}^  removed  to  Summit 
County,  Ohio,  where  their  marriage  took  place,  but 
after  the  birth  of  their  two  children — Francis  and 
Sarah — they   came,  in   1853,  to  Michigan,  locating 
in   Franklin   Township  in    September.     There    the 
mother  died  three  years  later;  she  was  a   most   ex- 
cellent woman,  beloved  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
The  father  is  yet  living, active  and  intelligent  as  in 
his   younger    days,  and  continues  on  his  farm   in 
Franklin   Township.     After  the  death  of  his   first 
wife  he  married  Miss  Pauline  Lee,  of  Summerfield, 
Monroe  County. 

Benjamin  F.  Depuy  has  inherited  in  a  marked 
degree  many  of  the  traits  peculiar  to  his  ancient 
and  honorable  ancestry,  chivalrous  in  his  manner, 
bright,  intelligent,  genial  and  social,  and  is  a  man 
who  is  recognized  by  all  as  having  been  one  of 
Nature's  most  favored  children.  His  farming 
operations  are  conducted  skillfully  and  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  he  numbers  his  friends  by  the  score 
in  Macon  and  adjoining  townships.  He  was  par- 
ticularly fortunate  in  the  selection  of  the  lady  who 
now  presides  over  his  home,  Mrs.  DePuy  being  in 
all  respects  the  suitable  companion  of  an  intelligent 
and  high-minded  gentleman.     They  are  the  parents 


of  one  child  only,  Brunella  F.,  who  was  born  July 
28,  1876.  They  are  regular  attendants  of  the 
Methodist  p]piscopal  Church,  and  Mr.  DePuy  uni- 
formly casts   his  vote  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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F.  GILMORE.  No  man  whose  name  ap- 
pears in  the  Biographical  Album  of  Lena- 
w^ee  County  is  more  worthy  of  representation 
^^l  among  its  well-to-do  citizens  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  is  serving  as  Supervisor  of 
Macon  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State, 
and  although  in  the  prime  of  life  has  for  many 
years  been  closely  identified  with  the  business  and 
agricultural  interests  of  Southern  Michigan.  He 
was  born  in  York  Township,  Washtenaw^  County, 
April  17,  1841,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Macon 
Township,  of  which  he  is  now  a  resident,  in  the 
spring  of  1857.  He  has  been  by  nature  endowed 
with  fine  intelligence  and  the  love  of  learning,  and 
is  a  gentleman  with  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  con- 
verse. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Gilmore  includes  a  good 
farm  of  110  acres,  desirably  located  on  section  15, 
and  upon  which  the  proprietor  has  effected  first- 
class  improvements.  He  has  had  a  life-long  experi- 
ence in  agriculture,  and  wisely  considers  that  there 
are  few  vocations  more  satisfactory  and  none  more 
honorable  than  the  free  and  independent  one  fol- 
lowed by  the  farmer.  He  comes  of  an  excellent 
family,  being  the  son  of  Lyman  Gilmore,  who  was 
born  in  Yermont,  and  was  of  New  England  ancestry 
for  several  generations.  The  latter  when  a  boy  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
during  its  early  settlement,  and  there  he  remained 
until  1832.  His  father,  Robert  Gilmore,  now  de- 
termined to  proceed  still  further  westward,  and 
accordingly  made  his  way  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, settling  in  the  woods  of  York  Township,  Wash- 
tenaw County.  The  first  day's  work  which  Lyman 
Gilmore  did  upon  his  arrival  here  was  for  their 
nearest  neighbor,  six  miles  distant,  and  for  which 
service,  instead  of  being  paid  in  hard  cash,  he  was 
given  a  water  jug.  To  this,  however,  he  did  not  in 
the  least  object,  as  it  was  something    which    was 
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needed  in  the  f;unil3^  and  vvliich  the  father  of  our 
subject  used  for  many  a  day  afterward. 

Robert  Gilmore,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  upon  coming  to  Michigan,  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  Government  land,  and  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  man  to  secure  a  home  from  Uncle 
Sam  in  York  Township,  Washtenaw  Count}^  The 
last  days  of  this  good  old  man  were  spent  in  com- 
parative poverty,  as  he  had  lost  his  once  fine  prop- 
erty by  misplaj3ed  confidence  in  an  ungrateful  kins- 
man. He  died  at  an  advanced  age,  in  Wajnie 
County.  He  had  been  a  hard-working  man,  faithful 
and  conscientious  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
was  a  kind  and  indulgent  husband  and  father,  and 
his  name  is  held  in  kindly  remembrance  by  those 
who  are  left  to  recall  his  deeds. 

Lyman  Gilmore,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
young  man  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  returned  to 
the  Empire  State,  and  was  married  to  one  of  his 
childhood  friends,  Miss  Almeda  Herendeen,  who 
was  also  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  of  which 
State  her  parents  were  natives.  She  was  a  lady 
possessing  many  lovable  qualities,  and  remained  the 
faithful  and  affectionate  companion  of  Lyman  Gil- 
more for  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years.  She 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  and  departed 
this  life  at  the  homestead  in  Macon  Township  in 
December,  1873,  when  fifty-nine  years  of  age. 
Early  in  life  she  had  become  identified  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  continned  a  consistent  member 
until  her  death. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
Herendeen,  came  from  York  State  to  Michigan  in 
1832,  with  his  family,  at  about  the  same  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Gilmores.  He  also  pitched  his  tent 
in  the  unbroken  wilderness  of  Washtenaw  County, 
but  later  removed  to  Newaygo  County,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  took  a  lively 
interest  in  the  progress  and  development  of  his 
adopted  county,  and  was  always  ready  to  assist  by 
his  labor  and  influence  the  enterprises  calculated 
to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  people  around  him. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  the  youngest 
but  one  of  his  parents'  family,  and  the  only  surviv- 
ing son.  He  has  one  sister  living,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Darling,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  N.  A.  Darling,  who 


w;is  a  very  pi'omising  young  physician,  and  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Michigan  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 
His  death  was  occasioned  by  blood  poisoning  con- 
tracted in  the  dissecting  room  of  that  institution. 
Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Darling  has 
lived  with  and  taken  care  of  her  aged  father  in 
Macon  Township.  The  eldest  daughter,  Jane,  mar- 
ried William  W.  Ambrose,  and  became  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Ambrose  L.,  who  is  now  a  successful 
practicing  physician  at  Hanover,  in  Jackson  County. 
Edwin  A.,  the  younger  brother,  died  when  a  lad 
nine  years  of  age.  J.  F.  pursued  his  first  studies 
in  the  common  schools,  and  being  fond  of  study 
acquired  a  good  practical  education. 

Upon  the  first  call  for  troops  to  aid  in  suppress- 
ing the  Rebellion  young  Gilmore  was  one  of  the 
first  volunteers,  enlisting  in  Company  G,  4th  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  his  regiment  being  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  under  Gen.  McClelland.  He 
participated  with  his  comrades  in  all  the  battles  of 
the  memorable  campaign  under  that  General,  being 
in  the  seven-days  fight  before  Richmond,  and  at 
the  battle  of  Chickahominy,  where  they  engaged  a 
whole  rebel  brigade.  Subsequently,  in  August, 
1863,  while  on  duty  at  Kelly's  Ford,  Mr.  Gilmore 
received  a  severe  sunstroke,  from  which  he  suffered 
much,  and  which  finally  resulted  in  his  discharge  for 
disability. 

Mr.  Gilmore  upon  returning  home  finally  recov- 
ered his  health,  and  later  re-enlisted,  and  was  again 
sent  to  the  front,  doing  provost  duty  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  returned  as  commander  of  the 
company,  and  received  his  second  honorable  dis- 
charge in  May,  1865.  Nearly  two  years  later,  in 
January,  1867,  Mr.  Gilmore  was  united  in  marriage 
at  Milan,  Monroe  County,  this  State,  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Bradley,  who  had  been  born  and  reared  in  that 
county.  Mrs.  Gilmore  is  the  daughter  of  Eber  and 
Hannah  (Whitney)  Bradley,  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  the  pioneer  daj^s,  and  built  up  a  good  homestead 
in  Milan  Township.  She  was  born  Jan.  3,  1840, 
and  received  a  fair  education,  while  at  the  same 
time  becoming  familiar  with  all  useful  household 
duties.  Her  studies  were  completed  in  the  Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti,  and  she  subsequently  engaged 
as  a  teacher  for  some  time  before  her  marriage. 

Mr.   and   Mrs.   Gilmore  became    the    parents  of 
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seven  children,  of  whom  one  died.  Those  surviv- 
ing are  Clarence,  Frank,  Lnlii,  Alta,  Jnlia  E.  and 
Ray.  With  one  exception  all  are  at  home.  Frank 
is  attending  school  at  Tecumseh.  Mrs.  Gilmore  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  a  lady  highly  esteemed  among  her  acquaint- 
ances. Mr.  G.  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  poli- 
tics, and  has  been  a  life-long  Republican.  He  was 
first  elected  as  Supervisor  in  1884.  He  also  served 
as  Township  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  discharging  the 
duties  of  his  various  offices  in  a  manner  creditable 
to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 
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EMUEL  JAMES  MORSE,  proprietor  of  the 
Medina  Flouring  Mills  on  section  34,  Hud- 
son Township,  is  a  native-born  citizen  of 
Medina  Township,  Lenawee  County,  and  is  now 
one  of  its  leading  business  men,  contributing  in  no 
small  degree  to  its  material  interests.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  the  Hon.  Lemuel  Morse,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  Feb.  25,  1779,  and  became 
an  early  settler  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  finally 
removing  from  there  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  bought  a  tract  of  land  partly  improved,  on 
which  he  continued  to  reside  till  his  death ;  his  farm 
is  now  incorporated  in  the  town  of  Bellevue.  He 
was  a  mail  of  sound  character  and  much  ability, 
and  during  his  residence  in  the  State  of  New  York 
he  was  quite  active  in  public  life.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig,  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  that 
party  in  the  county  where  he  was  a  resident,  and 
was  chosen  to  represent  that  party  in  the  New  York 
State  Assembly. 

Charles  C.  Morse,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1815,  and 
was  quite  young  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  a  master  of 
several  trades,  having  learned  the  shoe  trade  in  his 
youth  and  also  the  tanner's  trade,  and  later  that  of 
a  miller.  He  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Follett,  who  was  born  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  April  24, 
1817,  and  was  the  daughter  of  James  D.  and  Sarah 
(Kelley)  Follett,  the  former  born  July  2,  1 776,  and 
the  latter  July  2,  1792.     In    1844  Mr.  Morse  came 


with  his  family  to  Lenawee  County,  the  removal 
being  made  with  teams,  and  bought  land  on  section 
3  of  Medina  Township,  where  he  started  a  tannery, 
and  also  engaged  in  the  shoe  trade.  In  1857  he 
and  his  partner,  J.  Christopher,  bought  a  grist  and 
saw  mill  and  a  farm  on  section  34  in  Hudson 
Township,  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  milling 
and  farming,  continuing  his  residence  in  Medina 
Township,  however.  There  he  was  a  conspicuous 
figure  in  public  affairs,  ably  filling  the  various 
offices  of  trust  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men, and  also  representing  Medina  for  some  years 
as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
His  death  occurred  Aug.  22,  1886,  and  was  a  severe 
blow  to  the  various  interests  of  the  township  where 
he  had  so  long  been  an  honored  citizen,  while  his 
wife,  who  shared  with  him  the  respect  of  the  com- 
munity, died  at  their  home  in  December,  1887. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, as  follows: 
Alice  C,  Adelaide  B.,  Charles,  Lemuel,  Nerina, 
Carroll  C.  and  Hettie  S.  Alice  is  the  wife  of  W. 
D.  Stalker,  and  lives  in  Sacramento,  Cal. ;  Adelaide 
is  the  widow  of  J.  M.  Consaul,  and  lives  in  Medina 
Township;  Nerina  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Goulds- 
borough,  and  lives  in  Hudson  Township;  Charles, 
Carroll  and  Hettie  live  in  Medina. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  July  30, 
1844,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  his  parents.  He 
received  an  elementary  education  in  the  district 
school  of  his  native  town,  and  was  then  sent  to  Oak 
Grove  Academy,  and  after  finishing  a  course  at 
that  excellent  institution  he  entered  Bryant,  Strat- 
ton  &  Goldsmith's  Commercial  College  at  Detroit. 
His  education  well  fits  him  for  any  position  in  life 
that  he  may  choose  to  occupy.  He  remained  in  the 
old  home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  in  the 
meantime  acquiring  a  thorough,  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  manufacture  of  flour,  to  which  he  had 
resolved  to  devote  himself.  In  1873  he  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  ownership  of  the 
mills,  and  continued  in  partnership  with  him  and 
his  brother  until  the  death  of  his  father  necessitated 
a  division  of  property,  and  he  bought  the  grist- 
mills. He  has  since  put  in  all  modern  machinery 
for  the  manufacture  of  flour,  and  is  doing  a  flour- 
ishing business.  He  is  widely  known  in  Lenawee 
County,  and  is  considered  a  wide-awake  and  enter- 
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prising  man,  whose  experience  constitutes  him  im 
authority  on  all  questions  pertaining  to  his  line  of 
business. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Sarah  C.  Cogs- 
well took  place  in  May,  1 875.  She  was  born  in  Spring- 
yille,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Caroline  A.  (Hayes)  (Cogswell.  Of  this  union 
one  child  has  been  born,  Jennie  FL 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morse  are  people  of  intelligence 
and  culture,  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet,  and  their 
delightful  home  is  the  center  of  attraction  to  a  host 
of  friends.  Mr.  Morse  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Evening  Star  Lodge,  F.  cfe  A.  M.,  and  Royal 
Arcanum  of  Hudson. 


-€-^l 


EDWARD  A.  MILLIKEN,  a  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Adrian,  is  a  native  of  Cheshire 
^  County,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  born  near  the 
town  of  Keene,  the  county  seat,  Dec.  14,  1840.  His 
father,  E.  A.  Milliken,  Sr.,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Old  Granite  State,  and  born  in  the  same  county, 
near  Peterboro.  He  married  Miss  Susan  E.  Towne, 
of  that  county,  who  was  also  born  near  Keene,  and 
after  marriage  they  went  into  New  York  State,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Orleans  County ;  there  the 
mother  died  in  1842,  when  our  subject  was  about 
two  years  of  age. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  the  elder  Milliken  re- 
turned to  his  native  State,  and  lived  there  until 
1851,  then  coming  to  this  county,  settled  in  Hud- 
son Township,  near  the  village  of  Medina,  whence 
he  removed  later  in  life  to  Medina,  where  he  now 
resides.  At  the  time  of  the  removal  from  New 
Flampshire,  there  were  Mr.  Milliken  and  his  son,  a 
wife  and  two  children,  a  half-brother,  and  Edward 
A.  of  our  sketch,  the  latter  but  eleven  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  completed  his  education  in  the  vil- 
lage school  at  Medina,  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  repaired  to 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended  school  one 
winter,  and  in  the  spring  entered  the  printing-office 
of  his  uncle,  N.  J.  Milliken,  with  whom  he  served  a 
thorough  apprenticeship  at  the  "art  preservative," 
and  continued  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion. 
In  May,  1861,  he  volunteered  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
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Company  G,  18th  New  York  Infantry,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Henry  Faurot,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Young  Milliken  with 
his  comrades  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  in  which  he  escaped  unharmed,  and  was  sub- 
sequently in  every  general  engagement  of  his  regi- 
ment until  the  close  of  his  term  of  enlistment, "when 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge,  and  returned 
to  New  York  State. 

Mr.  Milliken  soon  after  being  mustered  out,  re- 
enlisted,  in  Company  H,  4th  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, which  was  stationed  at  Ft.  Marcey,  near  Chain 
Bridge.  The  following  spring  they  were  assigned  to 
a  position  near  Culpeper  Court-House,  where  they 
were  soon  detailed  for  the  Peninsula  campaign,  and 
remained  in  the  southeast  until  the  surrender  of  the 
rebel  army.  At  one  time  the  regiment  was  stationed 
to  dismantle  some  of  the  forts  in  and  around  Arling- 
ton Heights.  They  were  mustered  out  at  Hart's 
Island,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1865,  and  after  his 
final  discharge,  Mr.  Milliken  returned  first  to  Can- 
andaigua, N.  Y.,  and  from  there  went  into  the  oil 
regions  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
speculating.  The  following  summer  he  returned  to 
his  father's  in  Michigan,  and  after  a  few  weeks  went 
west  as  far  as  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  printing-office  for  a  time,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Canada. 

In  January,  1872,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Milliken  with  Miss  Nellie  M.  Drown,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Adrian, 
Mich.  The  young  lady  had  been  a  schoolmate  of 
her  husband  in  Medina,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Apollos  and  Lydia  (Eaton)  Drown,  who  were  form-- 
erly  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milliken  went  back  to  New  York, 
and  located  upon  the  island  of  Tonawanda,  where  he 
carried  on  farming  for  a  gentleman  in  Buffalo,  and 
remained  four  years.  The  old  friends,  and  the  re- 
membrance of  the  early  associations  of  Mr.  Milliken, 
were  always  leading  his  thoughts  toward  the  Weslj, 
and  upon  leaving  this  farm,  he  determined  to  set- 
tle permanently  in  Lenawee  County,  and  accord- 
ingly took  up  his  residence  in  Adrian. 

Owing  to  his  hardships  and  exposure  in  the  army, 

Mr.  Milliken  about  this  time  met  with  a  great  aflSic- 

tion  in  the  loss  of  the  use  of  his  lower  limbs,  and  has 
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been  unable  to  stand  or  walk  for  the  past  seven 
years,  while  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  at  one  time 
for  eighteen  months;  by  the  aid  of  a  wheel  chair 
he  manages  to  get  about  considerably.  Mr.  M.  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  He  has  been  receiving  a  pension  from 
the  Government  since  March,  1883. 
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RS.  MARY  CAMPBELL,  widow  of  the  late 
James  Campbell,  a  man  who  was  regarded 
with  the  deepest  respect  throughout  Medina 
Township  and  vicinity,  occupies  the  home- 
stead left  her  by  her  husband,  and  which  comprises 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  5.  Here  she  is 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  is  the 
center  of  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends.  She  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  county  since  a  young  girl 
eleven  years  of  age,  having  come  to  the  young 
State  of  Michigan  with  her  parents  when  the  face 
of  the  country  bore  little  resemblance  to  its  present 
condition. 

Mrs.  Campbell  is  the  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Elizabeth  (Mannix)  Flynn,  natives  of  Ireland. 
The  mother  came  to  America  when  about  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  after  her  marriage  settled  with 
her  husband  in  IJtica,  N.  Y.,  where  their  daughter 
Mary  was  born  on  the  18th  of  March,  1830.  They 
continued  to  live  in  the  Empire  State  until  the  fall 
of  1841,  then  came  to  this  county  and  settled  in 
Hudson  Township,  where  the}'  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Their  three  children,  of  whom  Mary 
is  the  eldest,  lived  to  maturity;  John  is  a  sea  cap- 
tain, and  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Gray,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Hudson  Township. 

Miss  Mary  Flynn  continued  under  the  parental 
roof  until  her  marriage  with  James  Campbell,  which 
took  place  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  Hudson 
Township,  Sept.  18,  1852.  Mr.  Campbell  was  born 
in  County  Louth,  Ireland,  March  17,  1827.  He 
was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  thereafter  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  Aug.  8,  1885,  at  the  homestead  which  he  had 
labored  to  build  up  for  himself  and  his  familv. 
His  parents,  James  and  Bridget  (Iloey)  Campbell, 
^^m ^ — ^ .^^ ...^ ..— »«™™-_ 


crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1832,  and  four  years  later 
took  up  their  abode  in  this  county,  locating  in  Me- 
dina Township,  where  they  continued  until  resting 
from  their  earthly  labors.  Their  three  children 
were  named  Patrick,  Peter  and  James,  of  whom 
Patrick  is  deceased.  Of  Peter  a  sketch  will  be 
found  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  a  man  kindly  and  genial  by 
nature,  and  the  universal  favorite  of  his  neigh- 
borhood. He  was  noted  for  his  promptness  in 
fulfilling  his  obligations,  and  made  it  a  point  to 
avoid  promising  anything  which  there  was  any 
doubt  about  his  being  able  to  perform.  He  was 
a  man  kind  and  thoughtful  in  his  family,  and  of 
his  pleasant  union  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
there  were  born  ten  children.  The  eldest,  AYilliam, 
a  young  man  of  good  business  capacities,  is  a 
railroad  engineer,  and  makes  his  home  in  Toledo, 
Ohio;  Lizzie  developed  into  an  efficient  teacher, 
and  has  charge  of  a  school  in  Marion  County, 
Ind. ;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  James  H.  Davitt,  a  promi- 
nent attorney  of  East  Saginaw;  Agnes,  Isabella, 
Anna,  Alice,  Charles,  George  and  Robert  continue 
at  the  homestead  with  their  mother.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  at  Hudson,  to  which  he  alwaj^s  gave  his  warm 
and  cordial  support.  The  widow  and  children  also 
belong  to  the  same  church. 
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OHN  S.  CLARK  was  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Lenawee 
County,  raising  sheep  and  thoroughbred 
Ilolstein  and  Jersey  cattle.  He  quite  fre- 
quently exhibited  his  stock  at  public  exhibitions 
and  usually  carried  off  a  large  number  of  the  prizes, 
especially  on  sheep.  Mr.  Clark  was  born  in  Dum- 
merston,  Vt.,  in  1819,  and  went  south  when  a  young 
man.  He  was  a  school  teacher  and  a  teacher  of 
penmanship.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1840,  locat- 
ing in  Clinton,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1883. 
He  was  a  successful  man  and  progressive  in  his 
ideas,  liberal  minded,  and  a  public  benefactor.  He 
held  some  of  the  township  offices  and  in  politics 
was  a  Democrat. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
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at  C'linton  with  Mis^^  Louisa  M.  Skinner,  who  was 
born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  on  tiie  1st  of  January, 
LS27.  When  two  years  old  she  was  deprived 
of  the  care  of  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Alice  Ryan.  Tlie  paternal  parent  of  Mrs.  Clark  was 
Allen  Skinner,  a  machinist,  who  died  in  JiOckport 
when  Mrs.  Clark  was  seven  years  of  age.  Louisa 
was  the  only  child,  and  at  the  death  of  lier  mother 
was  taken  by  lier  aunt,  Catherine  Ryan,  who  mar- 
ried Thaddeus  Clark,  both  natives  of  Vermont, 
but  married  in  New  York  State. 

Thaddeus  Clark  was  a  blaclvsmith  hy  trade,  and 
helped  to  construct  a  ship  for  service  in  the  War  of 
1812.  In  1831,  with  his  wife  and  niece,  and  a  Mr. 
John  Tyrrell,  he  came  with  teams  overland  to 
Michigan,  bringing  their  worldly  effects  in  a  wagon, 
and  located  in  Clinton  Township,  securing  land  on 
which  the  village  is  now  located.  He  secured  a 
large  property,  consisting  of  400  acres  of  land,  which 
he  lived  to  see  nearly  all  well  improved  at  tlie  time 
of  his  death,  April  15,  1870,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-one  years;  his  wife  preceded  him  April  13, 
1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  They  were  both 
of  active  and  temperate  habits,  and  their  lives  were 
sunshine  and  pleasure  until  their  close,  after  sixty 
years  of  married  life.  Tliey  held  a  warm  place  in 
the  hearts  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  The  Avife  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  gave  liberally  to  have  the 
railroad  built  into  the  town  and  contributed  freely 
to  other  local  enterprises  and  charitable  purposes. 
They  had  no  children  of  their  own  but  they  fos- 
tered several  to  maturity.  Their  niece,  Mrs.  Clark, 
has  become  owner  of  the  homestead. 

John  S.  Clark  was  a  nephew  of  Thaddeus  Clark. 
Mrs.  Clark  had  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject  the 
following  children,  two  of  whom,  Kate  and  Albijrt 
F.,  are  deceased.  The  names  of  the  living  are :  John 
F.,  a  graduate  of  the  pharmac/  department  of  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  who  married  Jane  E. 
Newcomb,  of  Blissfield,  and  lives  at  Grosse  Point, 
this  State,  where  he  is  agent  of  the  stock  farm ; 
they  have  two  cliildren,  Louis  L.  and  Hazel  IL,  the 
former  of  whom  has  received  a  good  education  and 
lives  at  home.  The  youngest  of  the  family,  Charles 
F.,  is  married  to  Miss  Ellie  M.  Bartlett,  of  Clinton, 
near   which   he  owns  a  good  farm;  he  is  well  edu- 


cated, completing  his  studies  at  Orchard  Lake, 
iMich.,  and  lives  at  home.  Mrs.  Clark  and  children 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Clinton. 
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7  011N1L  TODD  is  a  prominent  resident  and 
successful  general  farmer  of  Rollin  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  a  fine  farm,  containing 
a  handsome  and  commodious  house,  with 
suitable  out-buildings  for  the  successful  carrying  on 
of  his  agricultural  business.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Gabriel 
H.  and  Mary  P.  (Ireland)  Todd,  who  are  now  resi- 
dents of  the  city  of  Adrian,  having  come  from  New 
York  in  1834. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  John  IL  is  the  eldest  son. 
One  brother,  Elbert  S.,  is  a  prominent  Doctor  of 
Divinity  in  Baltimore,  and  another,  Jacob  W.,  is  in 
Colorado,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Oscar 
and  Charles  D.  are  now  residing  in  I^os  Angeles., 
Cal.,  where  they  are  dealing  in  real  estate;  George 
IL  is  in  the  employ  of  tlie  Michigan  Central  Rail- 
road;  Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  William  Beecher, 
and  resides  vvith  her  parents  in  Adrian;  Rachel  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Porter  L.  Sword,  a  brick  manufacturer 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Amanda  died  in  1861  at  the 
interesting  ag(^  of  fourteen  years.  Three  brothers, 
Charles,  Oscar  and  George,  enlisted  in  defense  of 
the  Union  and  served  nearly  all  through  the  war, 
in  which,  by  tlieir  courage  and  energy,  they  earned 
a  good  record ;  Charles  was  wounded,  and  is  now 
the  recipient  of  a  pension. 

John  II.  lived  at  home  with  liis  parents  luitil 
twenty- three  3- ears  of  age,  assisting  on  the  farm 
and  attending  district  schools,  which  were  at  that 
earl}^  day  very  rude,  often  built  of  logs  with  the 
I'lU'niture  made  of  slabs.  At  the  age  of  twenty - 
three  our  subject  was  married  to  Susan  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Jennett  (Knowles)  Iloxter, 
who  are  still  living  in  Adrian.  Mrs.  Todd  was  born 
in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  16,  1833,  and  edu- 
cationally had  only  the  advantages  of  the  district 
school,  while  she  had  to  do  the  family  washing  in 
the  morning  before  she  could  set  out  for  her  day's 
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studies.     Her  parents  were  among  the  earliest  pio- 
neers in  this  count5^ 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Todd  lived 
in  Rome  Township  until  1862,  when  they  sold  out 
and  came  to  Rollin  Township,  where  thej^  have 
since  resided.  Their  home  has  been  gladdened  by 
the  arrival  of  four  children — Mary,  Ida  J.,  Heman 
H.  and  Charles  H.  Mary  was  born  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, Sept.  13,  1853,  married  Eugene  Perkins,  a 
miller,  and  has  two  children,  one  boy  and  one  girl; 
Ida  J.  was  born  July  22,  1855,  married  Edwin 
Childs  and  has  two  children,  both  boys;  Heman 
H.  was  born  April  30,  1858,  married  Rosa  Chat- 
field,  and  had  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  is  now 
dead;  Charles  H.  was  born  Dec.  17,  1876,  and  is 
attending  the  district  school.  All  of  the  children 
received  their  education  in  the  district  school  ex- 
cept Heman,  who  attended  the  Raisin  Seminary. 
Charles  will  probably  receive  a  college  education. 

The  family  of  our  subject  are  all  consistent 
Christians,  and  honored  members  of  society.  They 
are  memoers  of  the  Methodist  Church,  with  which 
our  subject  has  been  identified  since  its  organiza- 
tion and  has  been  a  member  since  1847.  He  is  also 
an  ardent  worker  in  the  temperance  cause,  always 
voting,  the  Prohibition  ticket.  Mrs.  Todd  is  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Society  and  of  the  W. 
C.  T.  U. 

^11  OHN  BRITTON,  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
||  affairs  of  Ridgeway  Township,  was  formerly 
jl  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  but  some  time 
(^^  since  retired  from  active  labor,  and  is  now 
connected  with  the  Wabash  Railroad  as  manager  of 
the  signals  at  Britton  Station,  and  also  performs  a 
like  service  for  the  C.  I.  <k  N.  R.  R.,  which  crosses 
the  first-mentioned  road  at  this  place.  Mr.  Britton 
has  been  a  resident  of  Lenawee  County  for  a  period 
of  thirty-seven  years,  during  which  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  accumulation  of  property, 
and  has  been  largely  identified  with  the  building 
up  of  the  little  town  of  Britton,  which  was  named 
in  bis  honor.  Through  his  influence  only  the  best 
of  wooden  buildings  have  been  constructed,  and 
his  temperance  principles  have  been  largely  re- 
spected in  the  make-up  of  the  population,  as  it  is 
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composed  of  a  people  who  are  strictly  in  favor  of 
cold  water  as  a  beverage. 

Mr.   Britton  was  born  on    the  other   side  of  the 
Atlantic,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  Feb.  6,  1833,  and 
is   the  youngest  child   of  John  Britton,  Sr.,  also  a 
native  of  that  county,  where   both  were  reared  to 
farming  pursuits.    The  father  married  a  lady  of  his 
own  county,  Miss  Sarah  Coats,  also  of  pure  English 
ancestry,  and  in  1850,  with  his  wife  and   four  chil- 
dren   emigrated    to    the  United   States.      Shortly 
after   setting  foot   upon  American   soil   they   came 
to  the  West,  and  located   upon   a  tract  of  land  in 
Ridgeway  Township.    The  elder  Britton  had  a  cap- 
ital of  only  $150,  and  consequently  there  was  no  time 
to  be  lost.  The  family  took  possession  of  a  small  log 
building,  and    the  father  entered  with  energy  upon 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil.       They  lived  econom- 
ically, and  endured  many  hardships  and  inconveni- 
ences, but  in  due  time  the  father  of  our  subject  found 
himself  upon  his  feet,  and  on  the  road  to  prosperity. 
He  succeeded  in  accumulating  a  good  property,  and 
continued  on  the  homestead  which  had  been   built 
up  by  his  industry  and  perseverance  until   resting 
from   his  earthly  labors.     His  death  took  place  in 
the  spring  of  1875,  when  he  was  sixty-eight  years 
of  age.     He  was  a  man  who  Stood  high  in  the  esti- 
mation of  his  neighbors  and  tow^nsmen,  and  served 
as  Road  Commissioner  for  some  time.  The  mother, 
who  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age   of  eighty- 
two  years,  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  our  sub- 
ject.      Both   parents  were  active   members  of   the 
Methodist  Church  in  their  younger  years,  to  which 
faith  the  mother  still  clings  as  her  comfort   in  her 
old  age. 

Mr.  Britton  remained  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  his  marriage,  which  took  place  on 
the  25th  of  March,  1855.  The  lady  of  his  choice, 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Osterhout,  was  born  in  Macon 
Township,  this  comity,  but  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage was  a  resident  of  Hillsdale  County.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Flower  and  Eleanor  (Miller)  Oster- 
hout, who  removed  from  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  to 
Michigan  during  the  early  settlement  of  this  county. 
The  father  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Macon 
Township,  and,  transforming  it  into  a  good  farm, 
remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Aug.  29,  1844.     Mrs.   Britton   was  only  a  young 
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child  when  her  father  died,  and  was  reared  b}^  her 
maternal  grandmother.  Of  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  there  were  born  four  children,  one  of  whom, 
Zora,  died  in  infancy.  Those  suviving  are  Will- 
iam, who  married  Miss  Eliza  Curtis,  and  is  carr}^- 
ing  on  the  home  farm ;  Morris  D.,  an  employe  of 
the  Wabash  Railroad,  and  located  at  Milan,  this 
State,  and  Carrie  E.,  an  interesting  young  lady  of 
sixteen  years,  Avho  resides  at  home  with  her  par- 
ents. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Britton  soon  after  their  mar- 
riage located  on  the  farm  of  our  subject,  a  part  of 
which  has  been  laid  off  in  village  lots.  They  have 
witnessed  remarkable  changes  within  the  last  thirty 
years,  and  all  good  citizens  have  rejoiced  in  the 
prosperity  of  Lenawee  County. 

During  the  progress  of  the  late  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Britton,  in  August,  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
26th  Michigan  Lifautry,  and  with  his  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Grant.  Company  F  w^as  assigned  to 
detached  duty  most  of  the  time,  and  saw  little  act- 
ive service,  although  always  ready  to  go  to  the 
front  should  it  receive  orders.  Mr.  Britton  enlisted 
as  a  private,  and  was  promoted  step  by  step  until 
he  reached  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  He  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  in  June,  1865,  and 
returned  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life. 

Our  subject  was  largely  instrumental  in  establish- 
ing the  right  of  way  for  the  Wabash  Road  through 
this  section  of  country,  and,  as  is  probably  under- 
stood by  the  foregoing  details,  was  practically  the 
founder  of  the  town  of  Britton.  He  bent  his  en- 
ergies and  furnished  the  means  required  to  make  it 
attractive  as  a  place  of  settlement,  and  has  taken 
especial  pains  to  invite  a  class  of  people  here,  who,  by 
their  intelligence  and  morality,  will  form  an  intelli- 
gent and  praiseworthy  community.  He  disposed 
of  his  land  at  the  most  reasonable  figures  for  town 
lots,  and  Britton  Station  is  now  a  brisk  little  col- 
ony, provided  with  five  stores,  a  sawmill  and  a 
steam  stavemill,  with  other  advantages  essential  to 
the  growth  of  the  town.  Mr.  Britton  himself  put 
up  five  dwellings  and  two  store  buildings,  and  there 
is  probably  now  a  communit}^  of  200  people,  who 
in  a  large  measure  partake  of  the  interest  of  its 
founder  in  its  advancement  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Britton   ha>  served   as   Township  Supervisor 

..#• .. ^ — 


three  years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years,  Road 
Commissioner  and  Treasurer,  and  has  otherwise 
figured  prominently  among  local  interests.  He  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  politically,  and  with  the  sev- 
eral members  of  his  family,  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 


THOMAS  G  A  HAG  AN.  The  career  of  this 
gentleman  has  been  one  of  more  than  ordin- 
ary interest,  illustrating  in  a  forcible  man- 
ner the  self-made  man  who  has  fought  his  way  to  a 
good  position  in  the  world,  and  by  the  exercise  of 
great  industry  and  perseverance  amassed  a  comfort- 
able little  fortune  and  fully  established  himself  as  a 
citizen  of  more  than  ordinary  worth  and  usefulness. 
Nearly  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  amid  rural 
scenes  and  employments,  and  he  now  bears  the  rep- 
utation of  being  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farm- 
ers and  land-owners  of  the  county.  He  has  for 
niau}^  years  given  much  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  fine  horses,  and  in  this  department  of  farm  life 
has  been  uniformly  successful.  In  earlier  years  he 
struggled  against  the  disadvantages  of  a  limited 
education,  but  has  kept  his  eyes  open  to  Avhat  w^as 
going  on  around  him  in  the  w^orld,  receiving  from 
his  observation  of  men  and  things  perhaps  a  more 
practical  schooling  than  he  could  have  obtained 
from  a  collegiate  course. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
County  Westineath,  Ireland,  where  his  birth  took 
place  in  the  humble  home  of  his  parents,  in  May, 
1  830.  He  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, the  offspring  of  James  and  Ellen  (Doyle) 
Gahagan,  who  were  also  of  Irish  birth  and  parent- 
age, and  continued  upon  their  native  soil  five  years 
after  their  marriage.  In  1834  the}^  started  for 
America  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
.seven  weeks,  landed  in  New  York  City  July  3  of 
that  year.  From  the  metropolis  they  made  their 
way  into  Genesee  County,  settling  in  the  town  of 
LeRoy,  where  the  father  occupied  himself  at  what- 
ever he  could  find  to  do,  engaged  principally,  how^- 
ever,  as  a  stonemason.  In  1837  he  came  to  this 
count3%  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 1,  in  Medina  Township,  which  land  is  now  the 
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property  of  our  subject.  The  father  after  securing 
this  land  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  continued 
three  years,  thpn  came  with  his  family  to  Michigan 
and  began  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the 
land  which  he  had  purchased.  The  parents  both 
lived  to  be  quite  well  advanced  in  years.  Mrs. 
Gahagan  died  at  her  home  in  Hudson,  this  State, 
Feb.  18,  1879,  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  her 
wedding  day.  The  father  survived  a  little  over 
two  years,  his  death  taking  place  in  Hudson,  March 
10,  1881. 

Thomas  Gahagan  engaged  mostly  in  farming  un- 
til 1855,  and  then,  in  company  with  his  brother 
John,  took  passage  on  the  United  States  mail  steamer 
'^Illinois"  for  the  Pacific  Slope,  with  the  intention 
of  seeking  his  fortunes  in  the  gold  mines  of  Cali- 
fornia. Crossing  the  Isthmus  at  Aspinwall,  tliey 
were  transferred  to  the  steamer  ^'Golden  Gate,"  on 
which  they  sailed  for  San  P^rancisco.  Upon  their 
arrival  there  the  brothers  entered  the  mines,  and 
were  fairly  successful  in  their  search  for  the  yellow 
ore.  Our  subject  remained  in  California  for  a 
period  of  six  years,  then  returned  to  Michigan  and 
established  himself  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Hudson,  in  which  he  was  also  quite  successful. 
During  his  five  years'  residence  there  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Miss  Mary  Brown,  of  Adrian, 
whom  he  married  May  5,  1862.  Mrs.  Galiagan  was 
born  in  Adrian,  May  12,  1843,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Julia  (Flynn)  Brown,  the  former  a 
native  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  born  in 
Tralee,  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1837.  The  parents  were  married 
in  the  city  of  Maumee,  Ohio,  and  for  several  years 
followed  farming  in  both  States.  Upon  coming  to 
this  county,  they  made  their  home  at  Adrian,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  as  contractor  on  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  He  died 
April  14,  1875;  the  mother  is  still  living,  continu- 
ing to  make  her  home  in  Adrian. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gahagan  have  been  born  ten 
children :  John  W.  is  a  teacher  of  excellent  reputa- 
tion and  pursuing  his  chosen  calling  at  Woodstock, 
in  this  county,  where  he  has  been  engaged  for  some 
time;  Ellen  M.,  the  fourth  child,  like  her  brother, 
took  kindly  to  her  books  and  has  been  successfuly 
employed  as  a  teacher;  she  attends  the  Hudson 
-^•^ — 


High  School  during  her  vacations.  The  remaining 
children — Francis  J.,  Joseph  P.,  James  F.,  Daniel, 
Thomas  E.,  George  Moore,  Mary  A.  and  William 
E. — are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gahagan  were  reared  in  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Catholic  Church,  but  are  liberal 
in  their  religious  views.  Mr.  G.  gives  little 
attention  to  politics,  but  usually  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  inherited  his  love 
of  good  horseflesh,  and  others  of  the  Gahagan 
family  have  attained  a  good  reputation  as  breeders 
of  draft  horses,  Our  subject  owns  twenty  head  of 
high-bred  Normans,  including  the  celebrated  stal- 
lion "Gov.  Oglesby,"  which  is  the  only  Percheron 
Norman  horse  ever  brought  to  Medina  Township. 
He  is  a  magnificent  animal,  a  model  of  beauty  and 
symmetry,  and  valued  at  several  thousand   dollars. 

ETER  CAMPBELL  was  born  in  County 
Louth,  Ireland,  but  is  undoubtedly  of  an- 
cient Scotch  ancestry,  the  Campbells  fleeing 
from  Scotland  during  the  religious  wars  in 
that  country  three  centuries  ago.  Their  later  de- 
scendants lived  in  County  Mayo  for  several  genera- 
tions, and  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  James 
and  Bridget  (Hoey)  Campbell,  who  were  both  na- 
tives of.  Ireland.  They  were  married  in  County 
Louth,  which  had  also  been  the  home  of  their  child- 
hood and  youth,  and  continued  there  until  1832, 
when  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  but  in  183G 
they  came  to  Southern  Michigan,  where  the  father 
took  up  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  Medina 
Township. 

Peter  Campbell  at  present  occupies  the  land 
from  which  his  father  built  up  a  good  homestead, 
battling  with  the  new  soil,  from  which  he  had  been 
compelled  to  clear  the  heavy  timber.  James  Camp- 
bell, Sr.,  rested  from  his  earthly  labors  about  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
probably  three  years,  and  the  death  of  both  took 
place  at  the  home  which  they  had  labored  together 
to  establish.  They  were  people  who  cared  very 
little  for  worldly  pom})  and  show,  but  lived  quietly 
and  unostentatiously,  secure  in  the  respect  and  con- 
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lideiice  of  their  friends  and  neighbors,  and  when 
they  chjsed  their  eyes  upon  earthly  scenes  were  re- 
gretted by  all  who  had  known  them  and  who  liad 
learned  to  respect  their  character. 

James  and  Bridget  Campbell  were  the  parents  of 
three  children.  The  third  son  was  named  after  his 
father,  and  is  now  deceased.  The  eldest  child,  Peter, 
attended  the  first  school  in  Medina  Township,  which 
was  conducted  in  a  log  cabin  with  none  of  the  con- 
veniences of  the  present  day.  When  old  enough 
to  look  out  for  himself,  being  desirous  of  seeing 
something  of  the  world,  he  migrated  eastward  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  engaged  as  a  contractor  on 
the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  and  Erie  &  Wabash 
Canal.  He  remained  in  the  Buckeye  State  two 
years,  then  returned  to  this  county,  convinced  that 
there  were  few  places  more  desirable  than  the  young 
and  growing  State  of  Michigan.  He  then  com- 
menced farming,  at  which  he  has  since  continued, 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  on  the  old  homestead 
of  his  father.  This,  as  ma}^  be  supposed,  possesses 
to  him  a  much  greater  than  a  mere  money  value, 
and  he  is  often  reminded  of  the  diligence  and 
perseverance  with  which  his  honored  sire  labored  to 
cultivate  the  soil  and  build  up  a  homestead  for  his 
children. 

Peter  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  1826,  Avas  first 
married  in  1854,  in  Medina  Township,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Kennedy,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
tln-ee  children:  The  eldest,  A'ictor  E.,  married  Miss 
Mary  Russell,  of  Hudson  Township,  and  is  working 
in  the  car  shops  in  Springfield,  Mo. ;  Peter  Y.  is  an 
engineer,  is  married  and  resides  in  Chicago;  May, 
Mrs.  Fitzpatrick,  is  a  resident  of  Hudson  Township. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Campbell  departed  this  life  at  the 
homestead  in  Medina  Township,  Nov.  27,  1866. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Dec.  31,  1867,  was  Miss  Rose,  daughter  of 
Cornelius  and  Mary  (Cahill)  Murtey,  and  was  born 
in  County  Meath,  Ireland,  in  August,  1848.  Her 
l)arents  were  also  of  Irish  birth  and  parentage,  and 
emigrated  to  America  when  Rose  was  a  child  three 
years  of  age.  They  located  first  in  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio,  and  about  1866  came  to  Southern 
Michigan,  and  have  now^  been  residents  of  Dover 
Township  about  twenty-two  years;  though  quite 
aged  they  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  very  good  health. 


Mrs.  Campbell  w^as  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  ten. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been 
born  nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy ; 
the  others  are  all  at  home  and  pursuing  their  studies 
in  the  district  school.  They  are  named  respectively, 
INIattie,  John  J.,  Louis,  Frank,  Edith,  Burt,  Clara 
and  Leo. 

Mr.  Campbell,  in  1872,  put  up  an  elegant  resi- 
dence, and  has  fii^t-class  barns  and  out-buildings  in 
the  rear.  The  grounds  adjacent  are  ornamental 
with  trees,  and  walks  and  neat  fences,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  w^ell-kept  live  stock  and  other  ap- 
purtenances of  the  complete  home,  forms  a  delight- 
ful picture  to  look  upon.  Mr.  Campbell  has  been 
cpiite  prominent  in  township  affairs,  serving  as  Over- 
seer of  Highways  and  occupying  the  various  school 
offices  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  and  his  estimable 
wife  w^ere  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
to  which  they  still  loyally  adhere,  and  Mr.  C,  politi-. 
cally,  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  members  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

\f]  AMES  B.  IIIORN,  the  popular  and  efficient 
Postmaster  of  Hudson,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
Township,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  June  25, 
1846.  His  father,  James  Henry  Thorn,  w^as 
on^  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Hillsdale  County, 
and  was  very  influential  in  shaping  its  affairs,  his 
ripe  judgment  and  keen  intellectual  powers  making 
him  a  leader  among  men.  He  was  born  Jan.  20, 
1816,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  quite 
young  when  his  father  died  leaving  a  large  family 
in  rather  straitened  circumstances.  He,  however, 
managed  to  secure  a  good  education,  whi(;h  was  use- 
ful to  him  in  his  busy  and  honorable  career  in  after 
life. 

Mr.  Thorn,  the  father  of  our  subject,  remained 
in  the  State  of  his  birth  until  he  was  eighteen  years 
old,  then  ambitiously  decided  to  go  to  some  west- 
ern Territory  and  make  a  home  and  a  place  for 
himself  in  the  newly  settled  country.  Actuated  by 
that  motive  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1834,  and  staid 
for  awhile  at  Detroit,  then  went  to  Ypsilanti,  and 
from  there  to  Farmington,  Oakland  County,  where 
he  taught  school,  but  in  the  spring  at  the  close  of 
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the  session  he  could  collect  but  $50  of  the  |100  due 
him.  He  then  explored  Bean  Creek  Valley  in 
search  of  a  suitable  location  where  he  could  estab- 
lish a  home,  and  finalh^  selected  the  southeast 
quarter  of  the  northeast  part  of  section  13,  in  what 
subsequently  became  Jefferson  Township.  He  then 
walked  to  Monroe,  and  entered  it  at  the  Govern- 
ment land -office  on  the  22d  of  May,  1885.  The 
receiver  remarked  that  he  had  the  whole  township 
to  select  from,  as  that  was  the  first  land  entered  in 
that  township.  After  pacing  the  fee  for  entering 
his  land  he  had  but  ten  cents  left,  with  which  he 
bought  crackers  and  cheese  to  fortify  himself  for 
his  long  walk  to  Tecumseh.  In  the  spring  of  1836 
he  commenced  the  improvement  of  his  land,  first 
building  a  log  cabin  for  his  habitation,  and  on  the 
15th  of  October,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Mary  Monroe,  whom  he  iustalled  as 
mistress  of  his  little  home,  and  in  their  wedded  life 
she  was  devoted  to  his  interests,  and  nobly  shared 
with  him  the  privations  of  their  pioneer  life. 

In  after  years  Mr.  Thorn  replaced  the  log  house 
with  a  substantia]  frame  house,  and  erected  other 
good  frame  buildings,  cleared  his  land,  and  added 
to  it  by  subsequent  purchase  until  he  had  a  fine 
farm  of  160  acres,  beautifully  located  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Pittsford,  and  yielding  him  rich  returns  for 
the  labor  he  expended  on  it;  this  remained  his  home 
until  his  death.  He  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  village  of 
Pittsford,  and  was  the  first  Postmaster  of  that  town, 
then  called  Sparta,  retaining  the  position  until  1861. 
He  was  a  man  of  unusual  ability,  possessing  a  mas- 
terly intellect,  superior  perceptive  faculties,  and  a 
warm  personal  magnetism,  which  drew  to  him  many 
friends.  Thus  endowed,  it  is  not  singular  that  he 
played  a  leading  part  both  in  the  public  and  social 
affairs  of  the  township.  He  was  repeatedly  called 
upon  to  hold  official  positions.  He  was  Supervisor 
five  years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  thirteen  years,  and 
filled  other  offices  with  credit  and  ability.  He  was 
always  a  Democrat,  and  the  members  of  that  party 
looked  to  him  for  counsel  and  assistance.  He  was 
equally  at  home  in  social  circles,  and  was  passion- 
ately fond  of  music,  while  his  fine  tenor  voice  was 
listened  to  with  pleasure  as  he  sang  the  church 
hymns  and  tunes   which  he  so  dearly  loved.     His 


death,  which  occurred  April  iT,  1885,  was  felt  as  a 
personal  loss  by  everyone  in  the  community,  where 
he  had  so  long  made  his  home  and  to  whose  inter- 
ests he  had  ever  been  devoted.  All  the  business 
houses  in  the  town  were  closed,  and  every  possible 
mark  of  respect  was  shown  to  his  memory.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  his  wife  had  been  dead  many 
years,  her  death  occurring  Feb.  19,  1852.  To  them 
were  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Wray  T.,  of  Minden,  Neb.;  Eugene 
W.  and  Josephine  E.,  residents  of  Iowa,  and  James 
B.  He  w^as  married  the  second  time,  to  Sarah  A. 
Dillon,  and  had  three  children :  Henry;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  M.  F.  Tuck,  and  Waldo,  all  living. 

James  B.  Thorn  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town,  and  there  at  the  district  school,  and  later  in 
attendance  at  a  select  school  in  the  village  of  Pitts- 
ford, received  a  substantial  education,  which  was 
further  supplemented  by  a  year  at  Hillsdale  Col- 
lege. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  commenced  teach- 
ing, and  taught  three  terms  of  winter  school  in  the 
village  of  Pittsford,  and  also  taught  three  terms  of 
district  school.  When  school  was  not  in  session 
he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  Pittsford  store.  On 
the  27th  of  August,  1871,  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Thorn  with  Miss  Ellen  C.  Kilborn  took  place.  She 
was  born  in  Concord  Township,  Jackson  Co.,  Mich., 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Luther  C.  and  Chloe  P. 
(Thayer)  Kilborn,  natives  of  Vermont.  They  came 
to  Michigan  in  1845,  where  Mr.  Kilborn  rented  land 
in  Jackson  County  for  a  few  years,  and  in  1849  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Concord  Township,  and  there  re- 
sided until  1859,  when  he  sold  and  removed  to 
Pittsford. 

After  marriage  our  subject  taught  school  in  Pitts- 
ford Township  for  one  term,  and  then  came  with 
his  w^ife  to  make  his  home  in  Hudson.  He  bought 
an  insurance  agenc}^  and  in  June  of  that  year  en- 
tered the  bank  of  Boies,  Rude  &  Co.,  as  book- 
keeper, and  retained  that  position  in  the  bank  for 
thirteen  years,  gaining  the  full  confidence  and  trust 
of  his  employers  by  his  faithful  devotion  to  their 
interests.  During  that  time  he  also  retained  his 
insurance  business,  finally  disposing  of  it  in  Janu- 
ary, 1886.  He  then  visited  Nebraska  and  Iowa  to 
see  his  sister  and  brothers,  remaining  in  those 
States   for  six   months,  and  then  returned  to  Hud- 
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son.  On  the  2'2d  of 'May,  1887,  he  commenced  his 
service  as  Postmaster,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  that  office  has  given  general  satisfaction 
to  the  people  of  this  community. 

Mr.  Thorn  is  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of 
the  place,  yet  notwithstanding  tliat  this  is  a  town 
with  a  large  Republican  majority,  he  stands  so  high 
in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-citizens  as  a  man  of  abil- 
ity and  undoubted  integrity,  that  he  has  been  re- 
peatedly elected  to  office  without  regard  to  liis 
political  connections,  lie  was  elected  Township 
Clerk  in  1882,  and  was  twice  re-elected  to  that 
position,  lie  was  made  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  1881,  serving  continuously  since,  and  is 
now  serving  his  third  year  as  President  of  the 
board,  of  which  he  was  also  for  three  3^ears  Treas- 
urer. Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Lenandale  Lodge 
No.  03,  K.  of  P.  Mr.  Thorn  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Society. 


AlTiICK  HOG  AN.  The  well-appointed 
farm  of  sixty-live  acres  desirably  located 
on  section  G,  in  Medina  Township,  came 
into  the  possession  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  in  the  spring  of  1854,  although  he  did  not 
commence  its  improvement  until  some  time  later. 
lie  had  various  difficulties  to  contend  with,  among 
them  being  the  lack  of  ready  cash,  which  he  was 
trying  to  accumulate  as  well  as  he  could  by  honest 
labor  in  the  fields  of  other  men,  until  he  could  afford 
to  go  to  work  on  his  own  land.  The  i)roperty  at 
the  time  bore  small  comparison  with  its  present  ap- 
pearance, having  been  but  indifferently^  cultivated, 
and  little  attempt  made  at  other  improvements.  A 
resolute  will  and  strong  hands,  however,  have  ef- 
fected a  fine  transformation,  and  we  have  now^  the 
picture  of  a  comfortable  homestead,  with  the  pleas- 
ant suggestion  of  something  laid  by  for  a  rainy  day. 
Mr.  Hogaii  is  a  gentleman  considerably  advanced 
in  life,  having  been  l)orn  May  16,  1824,  in  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  and 
life-long  home  of  his  parents,  Michael  and  Cath- 
erine (Griffin)  Ilogan,  who  lived  on  the  small  farm 
which  liad  descended  to  the  fjither  of  our  subject 
from  his  father  before  him.  Michael  Ilogan  was  a 
^^ ^ ^ ^ ^— ^w,^ ^ 


man  of  considerable  importance  in  his  county,  hold- 
ing the  position  of  Road  master  under  the  Govern- 
ment. His  duties  were  to  maintain  an  oversight 
over  the  public  highways  of  his  county,  and  see 
that  they  were  kept  in  good  repair.  He  die^l  in 
Ireland  in  1873,  a  year  after  the  mother  had  passed 
away.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine 
children,  two  sons  and  seven  daughters,  most  of 
whom  came  to  the  United  States  assisted  by  their 
brother  I^atrick.  His  sister  Kate  is  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo. ;  Bridget  is  living  in  Medina  Township,  and 
his  brother  John  is  in  Adams  Township,  Hillsdale 
County. 

Patrick  Ilogan  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  par- 
ents, and  in  common  with  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
received  a  common-school  education.  When  old 
enough  to  be  of  service  he  occupied  himself  on  the 
farm  of  his  father,  and  assisted  the  latter  in  his  du- 
ties along  the  public  highways,  which  in  reality 
3'ielded  a  better  income  than  the  farm.  Patrick, 
however,  was  not  satisfied  with  the  prospect  held 
out  either  on  the  road  or  the  farm,  and  at  an 
ejirly  age  began  to  realize  the  fact  that  he  must  seek 
some  other  country  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  ambi- 
tions which  early  began  to  swell  in  his  breast.  He 
cast  a  longing  eye  across  the  sea  and  determined  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  New  World. 

lueJune,  1849,  Patrick  Hogan  bid  adieu  to  the  home 
of  his  cliildhood  and  his  old  friends,  and  l)oarded  a 
sailing-vessel  at  Galway,  from  which  seven  weeks 
later  he  stepped  upon  American  soil  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  There  he  soon  met  an  old-time  friend, 
Frank  Fitzpatrick,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  many 
years,  and  they  had  a  joyful  time  recalling  their 
boyhood  days  and  recounting  their  plans  for  the 
future.  Mr.  Ilogan  was  pleased  at  once  with  the 
prospect  before  him,  and  proceeded  up  the  beauti- 
ful Hudson  River  to  Albany,  where  he  had  other 
friends  and  cousins,  then  after  visiting  among  these 
returned  to  Buffalo,  and  began  to  proceed  with  the 
more  serious  business  of  life.  Making  his  way  to 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  he  visited  for  a  brief 
time  with  his  uncle,  Patrick  Hogan.  and  in  that  vi- 
cinity hired  out  on  a  farm  for  a  year  at  $10  a 
month,  out  of  which  during  the  year  he  sent  |25  to 
his  mother  in  the  old  countr}^  The  next  year  his 
wages  were  increased,  and   on  account  of  his  hon- 
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esty  and  industry  lie  secured  the  friendship  of  all 
who  knew  him.  Each  year  found  him  making  head- 
way, and  he  at  length  was  given  the  position  of 
overseer  of  a  large  farm  in  Cattaraugus  County.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  been  steadily  sending  remit- 
tances to  his  mother  and  other  members  of  his  fam- 
ily in  Ireland,  and  in  a  short  time  was  joined  here 
by  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

Mr.  Ilogan  left  New  York  State  for  this  county 
in  1854,  and  continued  to  work  as  a  farm  laborer 
several  years.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  purchased 
thirty  acres  of  land  which  he  sold  three  or  four 
years  later.  He  first  operated  for  himself  on  rented 
land  three  years,  and  then  purchased  the  property 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  This  was  but  a 
timber  tract,  upon  which  he  struck  the  first  blow 
with  the  ax  in  the  spring  of  1861,  while  he  now  has 
nearly  tlie  whole  of  it  cleared  and  supplied  with 
good  buildings.  In  the  erection  of  these  his  own 
handiwork  has  been  largely  emplo3^ed,  as  he  is  a 
mechanic  of  considerable  natural  genius.  The  prem- 
ises present  the  picture  of  comfort  and  good  order, 
and  are  the  suitable  reward  of  the  man  who  would 
scorn  to  hold  property  by  any  other  than  honest 
means. 

Our  subject,  while  a  resident  of  New  York  State, 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Ellen  Reynolds,  of 
Cattaraugus  County,  who  was  born  in  1824,  and  to 
wliom  he  was  married  on  the  9th  of  April,  1853. 
Mrs.  Ilogan's  parents  were  natives  of  County  Clare, 
Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilogan  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  their  eldest  daughter,  Bridget,  is  the 
wife  of  Michael  Maloney,  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  fore- 
man of  a,  carriage  manufactory  there;  John  married 
Miss  Katie,  daughter  of  John  W.  Kelly,  of  Me- 
dina, and  in  the  spring  of  1886  removed  to  Kansas, 
but  not  liking  that  section  of  country  they  returned 
to  Medina,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming;  he 
is  the  father  of  two  children — Laura  and  Jenny. 
Miss  Katie  Ilogan  is  at  home  with  her  father.  Mrs. 
Ellen  Ilogan  died  July  ;K),  18(;2,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years.  The  present  wife  of  our  sul)- 
ject  was  formerly  Miss  Ann  P>ranagaii,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  the  winter  of  1863. 

Mr.  Hogan  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  is  strongly  in  favor  of  tern [)e ranee,  although  like- 
wise in  favor    of  personal    libeity.     He    has    been 


School  Director  six  years,  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways, and  administrator  of  estates,  and  once  ran 
for  Supervisor,  when  the  Republican  majorit}'  in 
the  township  was  162,  and  came  within  seven  votes 
of  being  elected.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
and  regular  attendants  of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  at  Hudson. 


•*^5t^-»-^^*^; 
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ENRY  BRAZEE,  of  Adrian  Townshii),  oc- 
cupies the  okl  homestead  of  his  father, 
which  the  latter  commenced  building  up  in 
\^j  the  pioneer  days.  It  comprises  1 00  acres 
of  good  land,  and  is  provided  with  all  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  a  modern  country  estate, 
well  stocked  with  good  grades  of  the  domestic 
animals,  and  supplied  with  all  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery for  carrying  on  agriculture  after  the  most 
ai)proved  methods.  Besides  this  property  Mr. 
Brazee  has  105  acres  of  land  in  Wayne  County, 
which  is  operated  by  a  tenant.  He  is  in  all  respects 
comfortably  settled  in  life,  with  the  prospects  of 
a  competency  for  his  old  age. 

Mr.  Brazee  was  born  in  New  York,  May  21, 
1833,  and  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
when  a  youth  of  sixteen,  working  as  a  farm  laborer 
by  the  day  or  month.  Some  years  later  he  was 
the  owner  of  a  little  farm  in  Barry  County,  this 
State,  upon  which  he  settled  with  his  young  wife, 
having  been  married  to  Miss  Maria  McConnel 
on  the  31st  of  December,  1861.  Mrs.  Brazee  is 
the  daughter  of  Matthew  B.  McConnel,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album. 
The  young  people  continued  on  their  first  farm  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  then,  our  subject 
coming  to  this  county,  located  in  Adrian  Township 
upon  a  tract  of  forty-five  acres,  which  had  fallen  to 
him  in  the  apportionment  made  by  the  father  to  the 
sons.  This  had  not  been  thoroughly  cultivated,  but 
Mr.  Brazee  made  improvements  enough  to  sell  it  to 
good  advantage,  then  going  into  Wayne  County, 
he  purchased  the  property  which  he  now  owns.  Our 
subject  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with  hard 
w^ork,  and  from  a  boy  was  always  willing  to  put  his 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  whether  for  himself,  or  for 
his  father's  family.     In  his  youth  he  often  worked 
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for  thirty-seven  uiid  one-half  cents  pcM*  day,  at  cut- 
ting cord  wood,  and  other  labor  where  the  exercise 
of  considerable  muscle  was  required.  He  was  fort- 
unate in  possessing  a  good  constitution,  and  under 
that  excellent  discipline  his  sinews  were  developed, 
together  with  the  principles  of  honor  and  honesty, 
which  have  made  him  in  every  sense  of  tlie  word  a 
man  among  men.  He  meddles  little  with  politics, 
and  has  little  faith  in  the  disinterestedness  of  public 
officials. 

Were  we  to  close  up  this  biography  without  the 
mention  of  those  to  whom  our  subject  owes  his 
origin,  it  would  bean  omission  which  would  scarcely 
be  overlooked  by  the  old  residents  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  many  of  their  descendants.  John 
Brazee,  the  father  of  Henry,  was  born  in  the  IMo- 
hawk  Valley,  N.  Y.,  March  20,  1800,  and  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Catharine  Brazee,  who  subse- 
quently removed  to  Ontario  County,  of  which  they 
were  among  the  first  settlers.  He  was  reared  to 
farming  pursuits,  and  upon  reaching  manhood,  be- 
came possessor  of  a  farm  in  Periinton,  that  county, 
where  he  resided  until  coming  to  Michigan,  in  the 
fall  of  1825.  Having  been  familiar  with  life  in  the 
wilderness  of  Western  New  York,  he  was  eminently 
lifted  for  the  labors  which  lay  before  him  in  what 
was  then  a  Territory.  He  purchased  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  in  Adrian  Township  and  located  from 
the  Government  forty  acres  adjoining  on  section 
18.  Much  of  this  was  covered  with  heavy  timber, 
from  which  he  cleared  over  100  acres,  put  up  good 
buildings,  and  was  spared  many  years  to  enjoy  the 
reward  of  his  industry.  He  was  a  resident  of 
Adrian  Township  for  a  period  of  forty-four  years, 
during  which  time  he  acquitted  himself  as  one  of 
the  most  valued  members  of  the  commiuiity,  fore- 
most in  every  good  work,  and  the  substantial  cn- 
courager  of  every  enterprise  calculated  for  the 
building  up  of  his  adopted  township,  and  the  prog- 
ress of  its  people. 

John  Brazee,  before  leaving  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Francis  and  Malana  Sayles,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  locality,  and  in  the  same  year  as 
her  husband,  on  the  25th  of  July.  She  accompan- 
ied her  husband  to  this  county,  and  after  becoming 
the  mother  of  nine   children,  departed   this  life  at 


Adrian,  in  March,  1878;  John  Brazee  died  Feb.  18, 
1879.  Mrs.  Brazee  traced  her  ancestors  back  to 
Holland  and  Germany,  while  the  Brazee  family  was 
of  French  descent,  the  first  representative  in  this 
country  being  John  Brazee,  who  came  from  France 
with  Gen.  LaFay^^^e  during  the  progress  of  the 
lie  V  o  h 1 1 i  o  n  a  I'y   W  ai; . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Brazee  are  the  pai'ents  of 
seven  children.  Their  eldest  daughter,  Ida  M.,  a 
well-educated  young  lady,  is  teaching  school;  Ho- 
mer is  learning  the  trade  of  a  miller  in  Springville; 
INIark  R.  continues  with  his  parents;  Emma  is  com- 
pleting her  studies  in  the  Raisin  A^alley  Seminary; 
while  Bertha,  Ella  and  Maud  continue  under  the 
same*  roof. 

-^ ^c^ ^ 


L ANSON  BANGS,  who  was  one  of  the 
£J|!  earlier  settlers  of  Lenawee  Count3%  where 
^'  he  lived  for  sixty  j^ears,  an  honored  and 
respected  citizen,  was  born  in  Stamford, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  25,  1801.  He  was  the 
son  of  Joseph  Bangs,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
State,  April  25,  1777,  and  died  in  Tecumseh,  this 
county,  Jan.  7,  1848.  Joseph  Bangs  married  Hul- 
dah,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  Silliman,  of  Dela- 
ware County,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chil- 
dren, Alanson  being  the  eldest. 

Alanson  Bangs  lived  at  liome  until  he  was  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  was  brought  up  a  far- 
mer, and  inured  to  hard  labor,  as  his  parents  w^ere 
poor,  and  he,  being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  took 
the  heaviest  of  the  work. 

Mr.  Bangs  was  married  just  after  he  was  twenty- 
three,  and  the  following  spring,  accompanied  by 
his  young  wife,  and  with  about  $100  in  money,  he 
started  for  Miciiigan,  arriving  in  Tecumseh  in  1825, 
after  a  six-weeks  journey.  He  came  e:»pecting  to 
settle  on  land  that  his  father  had  taken  up  on  sec- 
tion 32,  but  it  was  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and 
he  did  not  like  it.  He  soon  afterward  purchased 
forty  acres  on  section  4,  in  Raisin  Township,  and 
after  paying  for  this  land  he  had  only  $10  left. 
He  lived  on  his  first  purchase  for  about  seven  years, 
and  then  traded  it  for  eighty  acres  on  the  same  sec- 
tion, where  he  lived  as  long  as  he  followed  farming. 
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He  afterward  purchased  100  acres  on  section  5. 
making*  a  farm  of  240  acres  of  prime  farming  land. 
He  was  a  thorough  and  successful  farmer,  an  enter- 
prising, lionorable  citizen,  and  a  good  neighl)or. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Lenawee 
County,  coming  the  second  year  after  the  first 
white  settlement  was  made.  He  saw  it  in  its  native 
wildness,  and  contributed  as  largely  as  an}^  other 
man  to  rescue  it  from  that  state,  and  develop  its 
present  high  condition  of  cultivation  and  prosper- 
ity. In  his  habits  he  was  quiet,  unobtrusive,  indus- 
trious and  unostentatious;  in  his  manners  he  was 
courteous,  friendly  and  liind,  but  diffident  and  re- 
tiring. His  affections  were  strong,  and  his  friend- 
ships ardent,  and  he  loved  his  family  with  a  fer- 
vency of  affection  rarely  equaled.  He  was  a  de- 
vout Christian,  though  his  extreme  timidity  of 
spirit  deterred  him  from  ever  uniting  with  the  visi- 
ble church,  or  publicl}^  identifjdng  himself  with  its 
enterprises. 

December  15,  1824,  Mr.  Bangs  was  married  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  Uriyon  and  Jane  Mackey,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph  was  born  Nov.  16,  1827,  and  died  Jan. 
18,  1832;  Betsey  Jane  was  born  Oct.  11,  1829.  and 
married  George  W.  Haight,  of  Jackson,  Mich.; 
Uriyon  F.  was  born  Jan.  20,  1831,  and  died  Aug. 
8,  1842;  Huldah  M.  was  born  Aug.  31,  1834,  and 
married  Edward  L.  Russell,  of  Raisin  Township; 
Hannah  J.  was  bjrn  May  3,  1836,  and  died  March 
12,  1837;  Alanson  B.  was  born  Oct.  23,  1838,  and 
is  a  farmer  of  Raisin  Township;  John  F.  was  born 
May  4,  1840,  and  died  Aug.  8,  1842;  Mary  Ellen 
was  born  Nov.  14,  1843,  and  died  Oct.  27,  1850; 
Mrs.  Mary  Bangs  was  born  in  Stamford,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  20,  1801,  and  is  still  living,  mak- 
ing her  home  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  Alanson  B., 
of  Raisin  Township.  Her  parents  were  farmers  of 
Stamford,,  and  were  early  settlers  of  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.  Tier  mother  died  in  Stamford,  in 
1811,  and  her  father  afterward  married  Sarah  Jen- 
kins, and  came  to  Michigan  in  1858,  where  he  died 
in  Raisin  Township,  in  1873,  in  the  ninetieth  year 
of  his  age. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1873,  Alanson  Bangs, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  departed  this  life,  after 
being  a  resident  of  this  State  for  almost  half  a  cen- 


tury, and  during  that  long  period  of  citizenship  he 
lield  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  bor(^  a  heroic  part  in  making  of  the  wilderness 
of  Michigan  one  of  the  finest  cultivated  States  in 
the  Union.  He  has  an  enviable  place  in  the  mem- 
ory of  all  who  look  back  with  reverence  to  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Michioan. 
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B.  BANGS  is  a  successful  general  farmer, 
and  pleasantly  located  on  section  4,  Raisin 
Township,  where  he  owns  120  acres  of 
land,  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
well  improved  in  the  way  of  buildings,  orchards, 
fences  and  ditches,  and  well  stocked  with  the 
various  kinds  of  domestic  animals.  Our  subject  is 
a  native  of  Raisin  Township,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  old  family  homestead,  on  the  23d  of  Octol)er, 
1  838,  and  near  which  he  has  since  resided. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Alanson  Bangs,  was 
one  of  the  fh'st  settlers  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
his  advent  into  Lenawee  County  having  occurred 
in  1825,  six  weeks  being  required  to  make  the 
journey  from  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Tecum- 
seh.  At  the  time  the  father  came  to  Michigan, 
Monroe  was  the  nearest  town,  to  which  it  required 
five  days  to  go  and  come,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
the  produce  of  the  farm,  and  to  purchase  food 
necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  life;  the  nearest 
mill  was  also  located  at  that  point.  He  had  all 
the  experiences  known  to  pioneer  life.  The  Bangs 
familj^  were  among  the  very  first  settlers  of  Raisin 
Township,  and  they  were  the  very  first  in  develop- 
ing and  opening  the  wilderness  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  The  father  made  his  home  upon  the  farm 
in  this  towuship  until  he  died,  on  the  5th  day  of 
February,  1873.  He  was  a  good  man,  and  devoted 
his  time  to  hard  work,  such  as  fell  to  the  lot  of 
those  who  opened  up  this  country.  The  mother, 
who  survived  her  husband,  makes  her  home  with 
her  son,  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 

Mr.  Bangs,  during  his  youth,  devoted  his  time 
to  work  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  reached  his  majority.  On  the 
9th  of  May,  1866,  in  Tecumseh,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Almeda  M.  CoUer,  a  native  of  Raisin  Town- 


«#|i^g-^ 


i 


t 


-•► 


t 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


Oil 


ship,  who  was  reared  in  Teeumseh.  She  is  the  only 
child  of  I'hornas  Coller,  who  came  from  New  York 
to  Michigan  some  time  in  the  forties,  and  died 
three  years  after  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Bangs.  The 
maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Bangs'  mother  was  Margaret 
Ilendershott.  After  tlie  death  of  her  hnsband  she 
became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Henry,  of  Teeumseh, 
in  which  place  they  at  present  reside.  Mrs.  Bangs 
was  reared  by  her  mother  and  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  She  Is  the  mother  of 
two  children,  named  Montello  and  Arthur  A. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bangs 
located  on  the  farm  on  which  they  now  reside,  and 
began  their  chosen  work  in  earnest.  They  have 
resided  upon  this  place  continuously  since,  and  have 
met  with  excellent  success  in  all  their  undertakings. 
Their  home  is  a  pleasant  one,  and  has  cheerful  and 
comfortable  surroundings.  Mr.  Bangs  has  no^ 
allied  himself  to  either  of  the  old  political  parties, 
but  votes  and  acts  with  that  part}^  which  most  ex- 
plicitly declares  itself  in  favor  of  temperance  and 
Prohibition  principles.  He  is  a  man  strong  in  his 
convictions,  and  vigorous  in  the  advocacy  of  any 
cause  he  espouses. 


<Jv- 
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LBA  J.  CASE.  Although  comparatively  a 
jj  young  man,  this  gentleman  takes  rank 
iM  among  the  most  successful  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  in  this  section  of  the  county. 
He  now  owns  and  occupies  the  homestead  located  by 
his  father  on  section  24,  Cambridge  Township. 
Alba  J.  Case  is  the  son  of  Galusha  and  Susan  A. 
(Bedell)  Case,  and  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula 
Co.,  Ohio,  Nov.  13,  1851.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  the  son  of  Aaron  Case,  who  was  a 
farmer  in  that  State,  where  he  lived  some  years. 
Erom  there  he  removed  to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
and  twent}^  3^ears  later  came  to  Cambridge  Town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  died  in  1870,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  Early  in  life  he  entered  into  a 
matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Roberts,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  but  who  died  before  he  removed  frimi 
that  State,  at  the  age  of  thirty -five. 

Galusha  Case,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Aaron  Case,  and  resided  at  home  with 


i►^i^^. 


his  i)arents  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years.  At  that  time,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Herman,  they  started  out  to  seek  their 
fortune,  walking  all  the  way  from  their  home  in 
the  ''Land  of  Steady  ILabits"  to  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  located  in  the  woods,  seeking  to 
carve  out  for  themselves  liomes  in  the  primal  wil- 
derness. After  he  had  started  a  home  in  Ohio,  he  re- 
turned to  Connecticut,  purchased  an  ox-team  and 
wagon  in  which  he  placed  the  farail}^  his  father, 
mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  returned  again  to 
his  Ohio  home,  arriving  there  in  1833,  where  he 
took  up  1 60  acres  of  Government  land  on  w^hich 
the  family  settled.  Shortly  after  this  Galu- 
sha went  to  Texas,  where  he  remained  some  three 
years,  part  of  the  time  with  a  surveying  party  en- 
gaged in  running  lines  for  the  Government.  He 
afterward  took  up  some  land  in  Texas  with  the  in- 
tention of  remaining  there,  but  becoming  sick,  he 
returned  to  Ohio  and  settled  down  with  the  rest  of 
the  family.  About  this  time  he  married  Susan 
Adeline  Bedell,  of  Ashtabula  County,  who  had  come 
to  Ohio  from  Utica,  N.  Y.,  the  place  of  her  birth, 
with  her  parents,  William  and  Catherine  (Lepper) 
Bedell,  in  183G;  slie  was  born  June  8,  182L  Her 
father  settled  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  in  an 
early  day,  where  he  and  his  wife  both  completed 
their  lives  of  usefulness. 

During  the  month  of  November,  1866,  Galusha 
Case  removed  to  Michigan  with  his  family,  pur- 
chasing a  farm  in  Cambridge  and  Eranklin  Town- 
ships, of  N.  Wheeler.  Here  he  remained  improv- 
ing his  place  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  De- 
troit, and  there,  June  28,  1886,  passed  to  his  re- 
ward. He  was  born  Nov.  19,  1817,  near  Hartford , 
Conn.,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following-named 
children:  Dr.  William  N.,  a  resident  of  Marengo, 
Calhoun  County,  this  State;  Martin  E.,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Eranklin  Township;  Alba  J.;  Ovid  M., 
a  prominent  lawyer  of  Detroit,  who  represented  his 
district  in  that  city  three  terms  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  died  while  a  member  of  that  body;  Le- 
land,  a  resident  of  Detroit,  a  teacher  and  stenog- 
rapher, and  Catherine,  residing  with  her  mother  in 
Detroit.  Galusha  Case,  like  all  those  hardy  New 
Englanders,  sons  of  stern  Puritan  forefathers,  was 
imbued  with  energy  and  wisdom,  which  he  exerted 
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for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  that  of  the  commnnity 
in  which  he  lived  and  died,  regretted  by  all  with 
whom  in  the  course  of  a  bnsy  life  he  had  come  in 
contact.  He  was  a  strong  adherent  of  Democratic 
principles,  and  quite  active  in  local  politics. 

Alba  J.  Case  received  an  excellent  education, 
finishing  at  Adrian,  Mich.  Returning  to  his  father's 
house  he  there  made  his  home  until  April  7,  1874, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ella  J.  Loomis, 
and  the}^  became  the  parents  of  one  child,  Guy  L. 
Mrs.  Case  is  the  daughter  of  Sereno  and  Ann  A. 
(Noble)  Loomis,  both  of  whom  are  still  living  in 
Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co.,  Ohio.  Mr.  Loomis  was  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  was  born  April  24,  1821, 
while  his  wife  was  born  in  Vermont,  July  11,  1828, 
whence  she  had  come  when  seven  years  of  age  to 
Ohio,  W'here  she  grew  to  womanhood.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Loomis  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  as 
follows:  Ella  J.,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  in  Windsor,  Ohio,  May  9,  1853;  Elwin,  Alice, 
Allison  and  Harriet. 

Alba  J.  Case  is  singularly  modest  and  retiring  in 
disposition,  genial  in  address,  generous  to  a  fault, 
and  his  friends  are  as  numerous  as  his  acquaintances. 
He  is  a  man  of  decided  ability,  and  of  more  than 
average  education,  and  although  a  young  man,  is 
decidedly  popular  with  his  neighbors.  In  social 
life  he  is  very  entertaining  and  pleasant,  and  is  well 
calculated  to  aid  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  progres- 
sive county  of  Lenawee. 


AMIJEL  HOPKINS.  This  gentleman,  one 
of  the  honored  citizens  of  Ogden  Town- 
ship, descends  from  r^n  illustrious  family, 
the  original  settlers  of  that  name  coming 
to  America  in  the  Mayflower,"  and  one  of  them, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  whose  name  is  written  in  zig- 
zag letters,  indicating  the  trembling  hand  of  age, 
was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
that  magnificent  document  which  pledged  the  lives 
and  sacred  honor  -of  our  forefathers  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  freedom.  The  names  of  these  men, 
even  the  most  humble  of  them,  will  go  down  the 
centuries  as  honored  and  revered.     The  subject  of 


this  sketch,  descending  from  such  stock,  it  is  little 
wonder  tliat  of  the  Miciiigan  pioneers  lie  has  been 
rated  among  the  most  energetic  and  successful. 
He  being  a  Virginian  and  his  wife  a  Mary  lander, 
they  have  given  to  the  world  a  vigorous  and  liard}^ 
family  of  children,  who  are  magnificent  specimens 
of  man  and  womanhood,  and  upon  vvhom  the  rights 
of  citizenship  rest  creditably. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  whose  farm  is  located  on  section 
14,  Ogden  Township,  was  born  in  Preston  County, 
Va.,  on  the  26th  of  elune,  1818.  His  father,  Levi 
Hopkins,  was  born  in  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  in 
1750,  and  his  grandfather,  Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins, 
was  a  noted  preacher  in  Colonial  times.  The 
great-grandfather  was  a  cousin  of  Stephen  Hopkins, 
the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
The  father  was  educated  for  the  ministry,  but 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  turn  his  attention 
to  other  pursuits,  and  he  adopted  farming  as  his 
occupation.  He  did  not  regain  his  health,  and  by 
the  advice  of  his  physicians,  in  1795  he  emigrated 
to  Virginia,  and  bought  land  in  Preston  County, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  in  hei- 
girlhood  was  P^lizabeth  Yautz,  was  born  in  Hageivs- 
town,  Md. 

Samuel  Hopkins  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  was  married  and  resided  until 
1855,  when  with  his  wife,  eight  children,  and  his 
mother,  he  started  with  three  horses  and  a  wagon 
for  Michigan,  and  after  seventeen  days'  travel 
landed  in  Lenawee  Count}^  After  a  few  days  de- 
voted to  prospecting  and  examining  the  surround- 
ing country,  he  purchased  120  acres  of  land,  which 
included  his  present  farm,  and  paid  therefor  $1,050. 
There  were  but  ten  acres  of  this  land  cleared,  and 
the  only  habitation  was  a  rude  log  cabin,  but  he 
now  has  eighty  acres  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation,  with  a  full  complement  of  all  the  vari- 
ous farm  buildings.  It  is  only  those  who  have  set- 
tled in  the  wilderness  and  cleared  up  a  farm  that 
can  realize  and  appreciate  the  labor  and  unremit- 
ting toil  required. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1838,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Susannah  Loar,  who  was  born  in  Alle- 
ghany County,  Md.,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1819, 
and  for  nearly  fifty  years  this  couple  have  lived 
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happily  together,  nnd  now  enjoy  excellent  health, 
with  the  possibility  of  living  many  years  to  eonie. 
To  them  have  been  born  eleven  children,  whose 
record  is  as  follows:  Mary  L.  was  born  in  Maiy- 
land,  and  married  W.  R.  Fisher;  David  H.  lives  in 
Bear  Lake,  Manistee  Co.,  Mich. ;  Margaret  A.  E. 
married  Henry  F.  Dawson,  and  lives  at  Ogden  Sta- 
tion; George  \V.  lives  at  Bear  Lake;  Lovinia  E. 
lives  with  her  parents;  Virginia  C.  married  (*harles 
Blake,  and  lives  in  Ogden  Township;  Martha  E. 
married  John  Collons,  and  lives  in  Bear  Lake;  Mis- 
souri S.  married  Enos  T.  Huey,  and  lives  in  Ogden 
Township;  William  lives  at  Bear  Lake;  Rosalinda 
J.  married  H.  A.  Hoag,  and  lives  in  Tecumseh,  this 
county,  and  J.  Wesley  Milton  lives  in  Arkansas. 

Mrs.  Hopkins'  father,  George  Loar,  was  born  in 
Alleghany  County,  Md.,  and  her  grandfather,  Jacob 
Loar,  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  the  last  daj^s  of  his 
life  in  the  same  county.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  died  in  Alleghany  County.  Mrs. 
Hopkins'  mother,  Margaret  Rhinehart,  was  born  in 
Alleghany  County,  Md.,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
George  Rhinehart,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Rhinehart,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  wife  are  not 
only  among  the  oldest  people,  but  among  the  oldest 
residents  of  this  section  of  Michigan.  They  have 
been  here  so  long  that  their  names  are  almost  house- 
hold words  within  many  miles  of  their  residence, 
and  they  are  always  referred  to  in  terms  of  re- 
spect and  esteem.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  the  pub- 
lishers of  this  work  to  give  them  a  prominent  place 
in  its  pages. 


RS.    PLULA  HAY  WARD,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer   mothers   of    Seneca    Township,    and 
widow  of  the  late  Micajah  Ha3avard,  is  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey  (Wood- 
ard)    Sanger.     Her   parents   were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, whence  they  removed  in    their  youth  to 
the   vicinity  of  Canandaigua,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  the  mother  died  in  middle  life,  aged   forty- 
two  years.     Mr.  Sanger  subsequently^   came  to  the 
West  and  settled  in  Seneca  Township,  this  county, 
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in  .luly,  IH80.  He  made  the  journey  by  lake  from 
Buffalo  to  Detroit,  and  thence  by  wagon  to  his 
destination.  Ills  daughter  Phila  walked  nearly  all 
the  way  from  Detroit  to  Tecumseh,  as  the  wagons 
were  lieavily  loaded. 

Benjamin  Sanger  took  up   eighty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land,  upon  which  he  built  a  log  house,  and 
I    proceeded  to  fell  the  trees  and  prepare  the  soil  for 
cultivation.     Here    he    lived    and  laboi'ed    sixteen 
years  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty -six,  about  1849; 
I    the    mother   died    about    1828.        They    were    the 
;    parents    of   nine   children,    of    whom     Phila,     the 
!   youngest,  was  born  in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  3, 
j    1822,   and   was   eleven  years  old   when  the  family 
!    left  the  Empire  State  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
i    She  became  familiar  with  the  toils  and  hardships  of 
life  in  a  new  settlement,  and  in  the  school  of  expe- 
rience  developed   into  a    sensible    young    woman, 
blessed  with  good  health  and  courageous  to  meet 
the  duties  of  the  future.     She  continued  under  the 
parental  roof  until  sixteen  years  of  age,   and    May 
12,   1839,   was  married   to  Micajah    Hay  ward,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's 
parents,  and  witnessed  by  a  number  of  their  friends 
and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Hay  ward  was  a  native  of  Farmington,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  Jan.  1 8,  1816.  His  parents,  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Willitts)  Ha3^ward,  were  natives 
respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey, 
whence  they  removed  with  their  parents  to  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  were  subsequentl}^  married. 
The  Haj^wards  came  to  Michigan  in  1833  and 
located  in  Seneca  Township,  where  Henry  Hay  ward 
departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years, 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  Aug.  13,  1849,  aged  sixty- 
six  years.  Micajah  was  the  seventh  of  their  nine 
children,  and  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  which 
he  followed  all  his  life.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  owner  of  .over  600  acres  of  land,  all  in 
j  Seneca  Township.  In  connection  with  his  farming 
he  had  built  two  sawmills,  a  gristmill  and  a  cheese 
factory,  which  he  operated  successfully.  He  died 
at  his  home  in  Seneca  Township,  April  10,  1887. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hay  ward  there  were  born  five 
children,  namely :  Betsey,  Roswell  James,  Judith 
P.,  Efiie  J.  and  Ollie  Ann.  Betsey  is  the  wife  of 
Silas   W.    Morris,   of   Seneca   Township,    and    the 
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mother  of  seven  children — Roswell  James,  Helen, 
Alta  I).,  Wilford  C,  Clifford  M.,  Clara  and  Ada  P. 
Roswell  J.  married  Miss  Eva  Potter,  and  is  farming 
in  Seneca  Township;  they  have  two  children — 
Harry  P.  and  Micajah.  Jndith  P.  married  John 
Nelson,  who  is  engaged  as  Station  Agent  and  farmer 
at  Seneca  Station,  and  has  four  children — Janette, 
Louise,  Johnny  M.  and  Benjamin;  Eflie  J.  is  the 
wife  of  William  Wiley  and  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren— Floyd  A.  and  David  R. ;  Olive  Ann  was 
married  to  Jonathan  Saulsbury,  and  the}^  live  on 
the  old  homestead. 

Mrs.  Hayward  has  lived  to  see  many  changes, 
and  often  recalls  many  interesting  incidents  of  the 
early  times  which  the  people  of  to-day  know  little 
about  by  experience,  at  least.  She  is  now  sixty -six 
years  old,  but  active  and  intelligent,  beloved  by 
her  children  and  friends,  and  passing  down  the  hill 
of  life  in  the  peace  and  comfort  to  which  she  is  so 
amply  entitled. 


ON  REN  E.  GREEN,  a  prosperous  farmer  on 
1)  section  25,  Medina  Township,  is  the  eldest 
V  son  of  the  well-known  pioneer,  Noah  K. 
Green.  In  writing  biographies  of  prominent  men 
and  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  a  link  would  be 
lost  and  the  chain  broken  were  we  to  omit  a  sketch 
of  Noah  K.  Green.  He  dates  the  origin  of  his 
family  back  to  Henry  Green,  who  with  his.  wife  and 
three  brothers  came  to  America  from  Greenwich, 
England,  in  1629,  in  one  of  the  eleven  vessels 
whose  passengers  founded  Salem  Colony  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  name  of  this  family  was  formerly  written 
''Greene,"  but  the  final  "e"  has  been  dropped  by 
most  members  of  the  family  since  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century.  Henry  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  among  whom  was  Henry, 
Jr.,  the  second  son,  who  married  Miss  Juda  Gile, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  one  of  these  being 
Hezekiah,  the  grandfather  of  Noah  K.  Hezekiah 
Green  was  born  in  Windham  County,  Conn.,  Nov. 
12,  1733,  his  parents  having  removed  from  the  Bay 
State  to  Connecticut  a  number  of  years  before. 
Hezekiah  Green  married  Alice  Leavens,  of  Wind- 


ham County,  in  1755,  and  they  had  eight  children. 
He  continued  to  work  as  a  farmer  in  that  county 
until  1780,  when  with  his  family  he  removed  to 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  w^here  his  wife  died  in 
1796.  He  survived  her  thirty  years,  his  death  also 
taking  place  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  after  he 
had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years. 
He  was  a  cousin  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Green  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame,  and  a  personal  friend  of  Washing- 
ton. Among  his  sons  was  Noah,  Sr.,  who  was  born 
in  Windham  County,  Conn.,  Aug.  20,  1761.  The 
boyhood  of  the  latter  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm,  but  when  called  upon  to  defend  the  liberty  of 
his  country,  he  cheerfully  went  forward  to  assist  in 
swelling  the  ranks  of  American  soldiers,  and  fouglit 
all  through  the  Revolutionary  War.  After  the 
war  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Berkshire 
County,  Mass..  where  he  became  prominent  in 
political  affairs  and  held  various  important  offices. 
In  1791  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Converse,  who 
was  born  in  Windham  County,  Conn.,  in  1769,  and 
died  in  1803.  They  had  one  son,  Oren,  who  grew 
to  manhood,  and  met  his  death  on  the  ill-fated 
steamer  '•'  Erie,"  which  was  destroyed  b}^  fire  about 
1841.  In  1804,  Noah  Green,  Sr.,  married  his 
second  wife.  Miss  Sarah  Davis,  of  Windham  County, 
who  became  the  mother  of  Noah  K.,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  and  died  in  1815.  Noah,  Sr.,  was  sub- 
sequently married  in  1817,  to  a  third  wife.  Miss 
Betsey  Harwood,  of  Flampshire  County.  Noah 
Green,  Sr.,  by  his  three  wives  became  the  father  of 
fourteen  children,  five  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
years.  The  result  of '^  the  last  marriage  was  the 
birth  of  three  children,  one  of  whom  survives, 
Harriet,  now  Mrs.  Warren,  who  resides  in  Wauwa- 
tosa.  Wis. 

Noah  K.  Green,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Berkshire  Count3%  Mass.,  Dec.  24,  1808. 
He  passed  his  early  years  amid  the  rugged  hills  of 
that  county  and  received  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  was  also  under  careful 
parental  training,  and  upon  reaching  manhood  was 
well  fitted  to  occupy  an  important  position  among 
his  fellowmen.  Upon  reaching  maturity  he  chose 
for  his  wife  a  maiden  of  his  own  county.  Miss 
Esther  E.  Baldwin,  and  they  left  New  England 
shortly  afterward,  casting  their  lot    with  the  pio- 
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iieers  of  Michigan  Territory.  Mr.  Green  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  in  Medina  Townsliip,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  this, 
interested  himself  in  the  welfare  of  the  people 
around  him,  and  was  acknowledged  by  his  com- 
munity as  a  man  eminently  fitted  to  look  after 
their  interests.  He  represented  the  township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  period  of  four- 
teen years,  and  in  1850  was  elected  to  represent 
the  county  in  the  Legislature,  being  a  member  of 
that  body  until  1863.  During  his  services  in  the 
General  Assembly  he  introduced  many  important 
measures  for  which  his  name  will  be  held  in  grate- 
ful remembrance.  During  the  dark  days  of  the 
Rebellion  he  stood  steadfastly  by  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  w^hether  pub- 
lic or  private,  was  ever  recognized  as  the  honest 
man,  the  liberal-minded  citizen  and  the  reliable 
friend.  His  death,  which  occurred  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1886,  was  mourned  as  an  irretrievable  loss 
to  Lenawee  County,  whose  interests  he  had  held 
first  and  foremost  for  a  period  of  over  tifty  years. 

The  children  of  Noah  K.  and  Esther  E.  (Baldwin) 
Green,  four  in  number,  and  all  sons,  were  named 
respectively,  Oren  E.,  Noah  T.,  George  D.  and 
Henry  E.  Their  mother  w^as  born  in  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.,  Aug.  14,  1807,  and  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  with  her  son,  our  subject,  at  the 
old  homestead.  She  was  one  of  the  first  white 
women  who  came  to  Medina  Township,  and  cheer- 
fully took  up  her  home  in  the  wilderness,  ready  to 
bear  the  burdens  of  life  with  her  heroic  husband. 
Their  eldest  son,  Oren  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  Nov.  14,  1835,  and  was  the  second  baby 
in  Medina  Township.  He  attended  the  first  school 
organized  in  the  township,  which  was  conducted  in  a 
log  house,  about  12x16  feet  in  dimensions,  with  slabs 
for  benches,  and  furnished  generally  in  the  manner 
of  those  days ;  this  first  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Amorette  Belden.  Oren  E.  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in 
1859,  his  bride  being  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of 
James  and  Lucy  (Cotrell)  Rogers.  Mr.  Rogers 
was  a  native  of  Ashfield,  Mass.,  and  his  wife  of 
Worthington,  that  State.  They  were  married  in 
their  native  State  in  1837,  and  upon  coming  to  this 
county,    lived   in    Medina    Township    until    Mrs. 


Green  was  five  years  of  age.  They  then  removed 
east  as  far  as  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  1846; 
the  mother  is  still  living  there,  making  her  resi- 
dence in  Williams  County,  and  is  now  sixty-eight 
years  old. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  was  celeb- 
rated in  Hillsdale,  this  State,  and  they  began  life 
together  upon  tlie  farm  which  they  now  occupy. 
The  record  of  the  five  children  which  have  been 
added  to  their  household  is  as  follows :  Alice  F.  is 
the  wife  of  Prof.  E.  A.  Conditt,  and  resides  in  Delta, 
Ohio;  Agnes  L.  married  W.  F.  Smith,  proprietor 
of  a  hotel  in  Hoskins,  Dak. ;  Lura  M.  and  George 
W.  are  at  home  with  their  parents;  George  R.  died 
at  tlie  age  of  eleven  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  are  prominently  connected 
with  the  Congregational  .Church  at  Morenci,  and 
assisted  materially  in  the  erection  of  the  church 
edifice  there.  Mr.  G.,  politically,  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket.  As  a  farmer,  a  business  man 
and  a  citizen,  he  is  a  worthy  representative  of  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  and  most  honored  pioneers 
of  this  county,  and  his  homestead,  with  its  finely 
cultivated  fields,  its  excellent  buildings  and  well- 
kept  stock,  ranks  well  among  the  many  desirable 
estates  of  Southern  Michio^an. 
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ON.  THOMAS  F.  MOORE.  Among  the 
successful  agriculturists  and  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Madison  Township,  who  have 
attained  success  in  life  through  their  own 
individual  efforts,  is  the  subject  of  this  biographi- 
cal sketch.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Moore  were  Na- 
thaniel and  Sarah  (Ferguson)  Moore,  both  natives 
of  Peterboro,  N.  H.,  where  they  grew  to  man  and 
womanhood,  married,  and  there  passed  their  lives. 
His  father's  occupation  was  that  of  an  agriculturist, 
and  although  farming  in  the  hilly  towns  of  the  New 
England  States  is  not  the  pastime  it  seems  to  be  on 
the  level  prairies  of  the  West,  he,  by  the  energy  and 
perseverance  characteristic  of  the  people  of  the 
Granite  State,  was  successful.  Besides  attending 
to  his  home  duties  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
town  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  Selectmen  of 
Peterboro  for  sixteen  years.     He  and  lus  wife  were 
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earnest  supporters  of  the    Presbyterian    doctrines, 
and  were  members  of  that  church  for  nearly  thirty 
years.     She   died  April  10,    1850,  and  he  survived    ' 
her  until  Oct.  27,  1853. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  ten 
children,  seven   sons  and  three  daughters,  namely : 
Henry,   William,    John,     Nathaniel,    James,    Jane, 
Sarah,  George  W.,  Martha  and  Thomas  F.     Of  this 
large  family  only  three  members  are  now  living: 
Nathaniel,    who  resides   on  the  old  farm  in    New 
Hampshire;  George  W.,   who    settled    in    Medina,    ' 
Lenawee  County,  in  1836,  on  land  bought  from  the    \ 
Government,  and  Thomas  F.,  our  subject.   Thomas 
F.,  the  youngest  of  this  family  circle,  was  born  in 
Feterboro,  N.  H.,  Oct.  2,  1819,  and  in  this  rugged   i 
hilly  country,  as  he  grew  to  a  vigorous  manhood,  he    | 
received  a  practical  education  at  the  district  school, 
supplemented  by  three  terms  of  diligent  study  at 
Appleton  Academj^,  New   Ipswich,  N.    H.,    and    a 
thorough  course  of  industrial  training  on  the  home    I 
farm. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Thomas  Moore  left 
the  parental  home  and  sought  to  carve  his  own  fort- 
une. At  first  he  worked  by  the  month  farming; 
but  he  took  great  pleasure  in  reading,  and  still 
pursued  his  studies,  keeping  them  fresh  in  his  mind 
by  teaching  in  the  winter  season.  Glowing  accounts 
of  the  rapidly  growing  West  reached  him,  and  the 
youth  determined  to  prove  their  reality  for  him- 
self. He  worked  his  way  along,  reaching  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  but  remaining  here  one  3^ear  only, 
he  pushed  still  farther  west,  and  came  to  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  in  1839.  Being  pleased  with  the 
country,  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  from  the 
Government,  and  though  there  was  much  labor  to 
be  performed  in  preparing  this  land  for  cultivation, 
he  undertook  the  task,  and  in  a  few  years  had  100 
acres  well  cleared.  He  lived  here  fifteen  years  and 
then  exchanged  this  farm  for  200  acres  in  Madison 
Township,  section  20,  on  which  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  has  since  added  to  his  possessions  until 
he  is  now  the  proprietor  of  300  acres  of  land,  and 
has  a  fine  farm,  with  substantial  and  commodious 
buildings,  and  all  the  modern  appurtenances  for 
conducting  a  well-ordered  estate. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married  in  Byron,  Genesee  Co., 
N.  Y.,  May  28,  1840,  to  Miss  Rachel  D.,  daughter 


of  Jan)es  B.  and  Sarah  (Appleton)  Todd,  and  niece 
of  the  late  Samuel  Appleton,  of  Boston.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Todd  were  natives  of  Feterboro  and  Dublin, 
N.  H.,  respectively,  and  settling  in  Feterboro  after 
marriage,  remained  there  until  1828,  when  they 
migrated  to  Byron,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  there  until 
their  death,  which  occurred  for  the  father  IMay  29, 
1863,  and  for  his  widow  in  March,  1884.  To  them 
were  born  a  family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Isaac 
A.,  Rachel  D.,  Sarah,  Emily,  John,  Daniel,  Samuel 
and  James  F.  Five  of  these  have  passed  away  ;  the 
three  living  are  Isaac,  Rachel  and  Daniel.  Isaac 
resides  in  Byron,  N.  Y.,  and  Daniel  in  Adrian, 
Mich.  Mrs.  Moore,  the  second  child  in  order  of 
birth,  was  born  in  Feterboro,  N.  II.,  May  3,  1819, 
and  was  nine  years  of  age  when  her  parents  re- 
moved to  New^  York.  Fler  union  with  Mr.  Moore 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  died  in  infancy ;  the  remaining  ones  are 
James  M.,  Hattie  N.  and  Samuel  A.  The  first- 
named  married  Miss  Delophene  Smith,  and  resides 
in  Jackson,  Mich.,  where  he  is  engaged  with  the 
Michigan  Central  Railway  Company;  Hattie  N.  is 
the  wife  of  Warren  N.  Beal,  and  lives  in  Madison 
Township,  while  Samuel  A.  died  in  Madison  Town- 
ship, Jan.  14,  1878,  when  eighteen  years  old. 

Mr.  Moore  takes  a  vital  interest  in  the  prosper- 
ity of  his  adopted  township  and  State,  and  no  meri- 
torious scheme  for  the  improvement  of  either  is  ad- 
vanced but  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  aid  the  en- 
terprise to  his  utmost  power.  His  ability  and 
probity  of  character  have  won  a  just  recognition, 
and  he  has  served  the  public  in  many  capacities 
with  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  his  constituents. 
He  represented  his  district  in  the  Legislature  in 
1861  and  the  following  year,  and  in  the  Senate  in 
1863  and  1864.  With  his  discerning  mind  and  en- 
larged views,  he  advocated  all  new  measures  that 
seemed  to  him  beneficial  to  his  State  or  countr}^ 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  securing  the  necessary 
appropriation  to  arm  and  equip  the  brave  soldiers 
who  were  first  sent  to  the  field.  For  ten  years  he 
was  Superintendent  of  the  poor  in  Lenawee  County, 
and  was  Chairman  of  the  committee  that  built  the 
county  poor  house.  He  served  several  years  as 
one  of  the  Board  of  Prison  Inspectors.  For  four 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the   Supervisors  of  Madi- 
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son  Township,  and  for  two  terms  Chairman  of  the 
board,  and  he  was  also  Vice  President  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Adrian  for  four  years. 

Mr.  Moore  is  ably  seconded  in  all  his  efforts, 
morally,  spiritually  and  intellectually,  by  his  estim- 
able wife.  They  are  both  zealous  and  earnest 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
has  been  an  Elder  for  many  years.  In  politics  he 
was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  has  now  identified 
himself  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and  conscien- 
tiously upholds  its  principles. 


\/\l//    well-known  Lawrence  lb 
\y\y      been  a  resident  of  this  c( 


)^>ILLI8  T.  LAWRENCE,  proprietor  of  the 
House  at  Adrian,  has 
L'ounty  nearly  twen- 
tj^-five  years,  and  one  of  its  most  active  citizens. 
lie  has  had  a  thorough  experience  in  his  capacity 
as  "  mine  host,"  a  business  to  which  he  is  peculiarly 
adapted,  and  in  which  he  has  been  uniformly  suc- 
cessful. In  addition  to  his  extensive  private  inter- 
ests he  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  contributing  liberally  of  his  time  and  means 
as  a  worker  in  political  campaigns,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  valued  members  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  He  was  tvyice  selected  by 
an  admiring  constituency  as  their  candidate  for  the 
State  Legislature,  but  of  course  suffered  defeat  with 
the  rest  of  his  ticket  in  a  county  which  at  tliat 
time  was  largely  Rei)ublican.  The  party  was  quite 
contented,  however,  with  the  knowledge  that  Mr. 
Lawrence  had  reduced  the  Republican  majority 
greatly.  He  served  eight  years  as  Alderman,  and 
was  once  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Mayor. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Lawrence  was  replete  with 
difficulties  and  hardships,  as  at  a  tender  age  he  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  under  a  hard 
taskmaster  learned  to  fight  for  himself.  He  thus 
gained  that  self-reliant  and  independent  spirit 
which  in  later  years  paved  the  way  to  his  success  in 
life.  He  was  born  in  West  Bloomfield,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  12,  181  9.  At  the  age  of  eight  years  he 
was  bound  out  to  a  farmer,  from  whom  after  four 
years'  service  he  ran  away  on  account  of  being 
whipped  and  over- worked  and  meeting  with  general 
bad  treatment.     Shortly  after  he  wa?5  at^tacked  with 
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typhus  fever,  with  which  he  suffered  the  following 
winter,  and  in  the  spring  of  1832  went  to  work  for 
his  physician  to  pay  his  doctor's  bill,  and  which  it 
took  him  three  years  to  liquidate,  as  he  was  onl}^ 
allowed  one  shilling  per  day.  After  this  he  was 
employed  in  a  woolen  factory  at  $5  per  month  one 
year,  when  the  business  was  abandoned,  and  young 
Lawrence  found  employment  in  a  chair  factory. 
He  subsequently  worked  at  blacksmithing  and  farm- 
ing, and  finally,  with  a  capital  of  |20  and  credit  for 
130  more,  embarked  in  the  grocery  business.  After 
various  other  changes  we  llnd  him  largely  interested 
in  a  packet  line  on  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal,  oper- 
ating a  line  of  freight  boats  between  Buffalo  and 
New  York,  and  a  line  of  packets  between  Rochester 
and  Danville.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  general 
merchandising,  and  in  1853  put  up  what  is  now  the 
l>racket  House  in  Rochester.  He  became  quite 
prominent  in  that  city,  and  three  years  later  was 
elected  Assessor  of  the  Second  Ward.  In  1854  he 
went  to  Oswego,  and  invested  a  part  of  his  capital 
in  a  large  brick  block,  which,  soon  after  its  con- 
struction, was  destroyed  by  fire,  involving  a  great 
loss,  as  there  vvas  but  little  insurance. 

Mr.  Lawrence  while  a  resident  of  Rochester  was 
married,  Oct.  11,  1841,  to  Miss  Jane  Adelia  Jack- 
son, a  native  of  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  and  born 
Oct.  11,  1824.  She  only  survived  her  marriage  a 
few  years,  her  death  taking  place  in  Rochester,  May 
14,  184G.  Mrs.  Jane  Adelia  I^awrence  was  the 
granddaughter  of  an  Englishman  of  noble  birth, 
and  the  heir  to  a  large  property,  which  probabl}^ 
for  300  years  has  been  the  subject  of  litigation 
and  is  now  in  chancery.  One  lady  of  the  family 
l)ore  the  rank  of  Countess.  Our  subject  has 
the  record  of  the  famil}^  for  several  generations, 
which  indicates  them  to  have  been  people  of  wealth 
and  prominence,  who  made  their  mark  wherever 
their  lot  in  life  w^as  cast. 

Our  subject,  in  April,  1863,  sold  his  property  in 
Rochester  and  Oswego,  and  coming  to  Adrian  pur- 
chased the  Bracket  House  and  the  Prairie  Cottage 
Farm,  and  subsequently  became  the  owner  of  other 
valuable  property.  These  he  greatly  improved,  and 
was  in  this  manner  the  means  of  adding  to  the 
wealth  and  beauty  of  the  city  and  county.  He  has 
been  identified  with  many  of  the  public  enterprises 
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of  the  city,  includiDg  the  Masonic  Temple,  of  which 
he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  four 
years,  and  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee. 
In  1869  he  rented  Sweet's  Hotel  at  Grand  Rapids, 
which  he  disposed  of  six  months  later,  and  return- 
ing to  Adrian  purchased  tlie  Rowley  Farm,  which 
lie  owned  several  years.  Subsequently  he  became 
proprietor  of  the  ground  familiarly  known  as  the 
place  of  exhibition  for  the  County  Fair,  and  upon 
which  he  expended  $18,000  in  its  improvement. 
He  has  always  been  noted  for  his  public-spirited 
liberality,  and  has  given  of  his  means  with  a  free 
hand  to  the  enterprises  calculated  for  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  city.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  judgment, 
and  one  universall}^  looked  up  to  in  matters  con- 
nected with  the  welfare  of  the  city.  No  man  is 
more  widely  or  favorably  known  throughout  Lena- 
wee County,  and  there  are  none  who  have  mani- 
fested greater  interest  in  maintaining  its  position  as 
one  of  the  most  desirable  sections  of  Southern 
Michigan. 

AVilliam  Lawrence,  the  father  of  our  subject,  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  w^as  born  Dec.  8,  1789, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  farmers  of  On- 
tario County.  When  a  young  man  he  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  married  early 
in  life,  in  1808,  to  Miss  Sela  Thompson,  then  of 
West  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.,  but  who  was  born  in  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  April  5,  1791.  Her  parents  emigrated 
with  ox-teams  from  Rhode  Island  to  Western  New 
York,  and  were  three  months  on  the  road.  They 
settled  on  the  Genesee  Flats,  and  the  land  which 
William  Lawrence  industriously  cultivated  was  sub- 
sequently familiarly  known  as '' Big  Tree  Farm." 
He  finally  removed  to  Rochester,  where  his  death 
took  place  March  20,  1864.  Mrs.  Lawrence,  seven 
years  later,  came  to  Michigan  and  made  her  home 
with  her  son,  W.  T.  Lawrence,  in  Adrian,  until  she 
was  called  hence  on  the  24th  of  February,  1871. 
The  first  representative  of  the  Lawrence  family  in 
this  country  was  John  Lawrence,  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  who  settled  in  Monmouth,  N.  J.  His  de- 
scendants are  now  numerously  represented  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  Empire  State  and  the  West,  and 
are  uniformly  intelligent  people  and  valued  citi- 
zens. 

Willis  T.  Lawrence  was  again   married,  May  25, 


1847,  to  Miss  Marion,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Polly 
Wadsworth,  of  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  daughters. 
The  elder,  Marion  Sela,  was  born  in  Rochester,  May 
15,  1848,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  D.  A.  Whitney,  of 
Detroit,  Mich.;  Erin  Hickok  was  born  Dec.  31, 
1849,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1850.  Mrs.  Marion  Law- 
rence was  born  in  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  27,  1829. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  his 
birth  taking  place  Feb.  15, 1795;  his  death  occurred 
in  Rochester,  Aug.  17,  1864,  from  cholera. 


ENRY  C.  HALL,  the  leading  grocer  of 
Hudson,  is  a  man  whose  exceptional  busi- 
ness talents  and  wide  experience  have  been 
important  factors  in  his  prosperity,  and 
have  gained  him  an  assured  position  in  the  mer- 
cantile circles  of  Lenawee  County.  He  is  a  native- 
born  citizen  of  this  townshi-p,  and  was  born  April 
4,  1841.  His  father.  Dr.  Leonard  G.  Hall,  was  a 
pioneer  of  Lenawee  County,  and  for  many  years  a 
prominent  physician,  being  one  of  the  earliest  of 
that  profession  who  established  himself  in  practice 
in  this  county. 

Dr.  Hall  was  born  in  Duanesburg,  Schenectady 
Co..  N.  Y.,  Aug.  7,  1806,  where  his  father,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  was  an  early  settler.  In  1806  the 
father  removed  to  Cold  Brook,  Herkimer  Count3% 
and  was  also  an  early  settler  of  that  section  of  the 
country,  which  was  at  that  time  considered  in  the 
Far  West.  There  were  no  railroads  or  canals  in 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  removal  thither  was  made  with  ox-teams. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  took  up  a  tract  of 
land  in  New  York,  which  was  heavily  timbered, 
and  there  on  the  frontier  of  civilization  made  his 
home  until  death,  in  the  meantime  clearing  a 
large  farm  from  the  wilderness. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Cold  Brook,  and  in  his  3^outh  turned 
his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  as  he  was 
by  temperament  and  nature  peculiarly  adapted  for 
the  life  of  a  physician.  In  acquiring  his  profession 
he  had  to  overcome  many  obstacles,  but  his  indom- 
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itable  will  triumphed.  Having  first  to  earn  money 
to  pay  for  his  tuition  he  selected  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  and  after  learning  it  he  went  to  St.  Cather- 
ines, Canada,  and  was  there  employed  by  tlie  con- 
tractors of  a  canal  to  make  boots  and  shoes  for 
tlieir  men.  He  carefully  saved  his  earnings,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  attend  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y.,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  honors,  his  diploma  bearing 
the  date  of  Jan.  2o,  1834.  Thus  well  equipped  for 
his  chosen  career,  he  selected  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igai],  the  southern  part  of  which  was  being  rapidly 
settled,  as  a  promising  field  for  a  young  physician 
to  establish  a  good  practice,  and  directly  after 
graduation  came  here  and  located  in  Rollin  Town- 
shij).  Soon  after  settling  he  was  elected  eJustice  of 
the  Peace,  and  during  the  time  he  held  that  oflfice 
he  married  only  one  couple,  who  in  1887  celebrated 
tlie  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage.  He 
made  his  home  in  Rollin  with  Daniel  Rhodes,  con- 
tinuing in  practice  there  until  1840,  when  he  came 
to  Lanesville,  as  the  village  of  Hudson  was  then 
called,  and  opened  an  office  here.  This  city  was 
then  but  a  small  hamlet  with  no  railway  connections, 
so  that  he  was  obliged  for  a  time  to  drive  to  Mon- 
roe for  his  medicines.  He  continued  in  active 
practice  here  till  1860,  when  he  opened  a  drug- 
store, and  after  that  practiced  but  little,  and  then 
only  among  his  friends,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Oct.  29,  1877. 

During  Dr.  Hall's  long  residence  here  he  won 
the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of  all  in  the  com- 
munity. In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  until  the  form- 
ation of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  be- 
came an  ardent  supporter,  continuing  to  advocate 
its  measures  until  1872,  when  he  became  independ- 
ent and  was  attached  to  no  party.  His  wife,  Nancy 
K.  Wells,  was  a  native  of  North  Adams,  Mass.,  and 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Wells,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  the  Bay  State.  Mrs.  Hall  died 
in  Hudson,  Oct.  12,  1853,  on  the  anniversary  of 
her  wedding  day,  which  was  Oct.  12,  1839.  To 
her  and  her  husband  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  Henry  C,  John  W.,  lone  C.  and  Inez  F. 
The  last  named  is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Cornes,  of 
Hudson;  lone  C\  is  married  to  A.  R.  Smart,  M. 
1).,  of  Toledo;  John  lives  in  Detroit. 
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Henry  C.  Hall  was  reared  in  the  town  of  his 
birth,  receiving  a  most  judicious  training  in  good 
principles  and  habits  from  his  excellent  mother, 
whose  loss  he  was  called  to  mourn  while  yet  a  boy. 
His  primary  education  was  received  in  the  public 
schools  of  Hudson,  and  was  finished  at  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  Commercial  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1859,  having 
received  a  practical  business  education.  After  leav- 
ing college  he  clerked  in  the  Union  store  at  Hud- 
son for  one  year,  and  then  deciding  to  take  a  Euro- 
pean tour  he  went  to  New  York  City,  intending  to 
embark  from  there,  but  in  that  city  he  met  a  friend 
who  induced  him  to  go  to  California  instead.  At 
San  Francisco  he  engaged  with  J.  W.  Harker  to  go 
to  Hangtown,  or  Placerville  as  it  is  now^  called,  to 
take  charge  of  a  general  store,  and  he  remained 
there  fifteen  months  thus  engaged.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  East,  and  locating  in  New  York  City 
became  engaged  in  the  produce  commission  business, 
and  also  as  a  merchandise  broker.  At  the  end  of  five 
years  he  disposed  of  his  business  in  those  lines  and 
engaged  in  the  tea  trade  for  the  following  three 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  concluded  to 
return  to  the  home  of  his  birth,  and  accordingly 
came  to  Hudson  and  ope\ied  a  store  for  the  sale  of 
groceries,  crockery,  china  ware  and  patent  medicines. 
Since  that  time  he  has  established  a  thriving  trade, 
as  he  understands  well  how  to  cater  to  the  wants 
of  his  customers,  and  by  his  honorable  dealings 
gives  general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Hall  married,  Dec.  24,  1870,  Miss  M.  Joseph- 
ine Hemans,  a  native  of  Jackson  County,  this  State, 
and  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Elizabeth  Hemans. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
lady  of  much  culture,  sharing  with  her  husband 
his  popularity  in  social  circles. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a  very  prominent  member  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
having  twice  been  legislative  candidate  of  that 
party  for  this  district,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  his  party  is  hopelessly  in  the  minority  here  and 
he  was  thus  defeated,  he  polled  a  large  vote  both 
times,  which  shows  that  he  is  highly  regarded  as  a 
citizen.  He  has  served  as  City  Treasurer  for  one 
term.  Our  subject  is  also  a  conspicuous  and  in- 
rtuential  member  of  various  social  ororanizations  of 
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this  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  being  Grand  Dictator  of  the  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  Michigan.  He  also  belongs  to  Lenandale 
Lodge  No.  63,  K.  of  P.,  of  Hudson,  also  Council 
No.  608,  Royal  Arcanum. 
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0~  HARLES  MITCHELL,  one  of  the  oldest 
.  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  came  to  the 
vicinity  of  his  present  homestead,  in  Madi- 
son Township,  in  the  spring  of  1845,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  has  now  passed  his  threescore 
and  ten  years,  and  by  an  upright  and  worthy  life 
has  gained  the  esteem  of  his  fellowmen,  while  his 
industry  and  frugality  have  secured  him  a  comfort- 
able home  in  wliich  to  pass  his  declining  years.  His 
property  includes  100  acres  of  good  land,  on  sec- 
tion 33,  where  he  has  erected  good  buildings  and 
in  other  respects  distinguished  himself  as  a  pro- 
gressive farmer.  He  has  been  an  interested  witness 
of  the  growth  and  development  of  Lenawee  County, 
and  formed  one  of  the  important  factors  in  bring- 
ing it  to  its  present  condition. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  24,  1814,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Sarah 
(Dibble)  Mitchell,  who  were  natives  respectively  of 
Connecticut  and  New  York.  They  located  in  Del- 
aware County  after  their  marriage,  Avhere  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Charles  Mitchell  was 
the  fifth  child  of  the  parental  household,  a  member 
of  which  he  remained  until  reaching  his  majority. 
Thence  he  migrated  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  until  1843, 
then  removed  into  Barry  C'ounty,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1845  came  to  Lenawee  County,  locating  in  Madi- 
son Township,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent. 

The  lady  who  has  been  the  close  friend  and  com- 
panion and  the  honored  wife  of  our  subject  for  a 
period  of  nearly  fifty  years,  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Ann  D.,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Adeline 
(Stephens)  Dennis,  natives  of  New  England.  They 
came  to  this  county  from  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
locating  in  Adrian,  where  the  father  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  where  their  decease  took  place. 
-4* — — 


Their  daughter  Ann  D.  was  the  third  of  five  children, 
and  was  born  in  Farmington,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  18,  1 821 .  She  remained  with  her  parents  until 
their  death,  and  then  with  relatives  and  friends  until 
she  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  March  24, 
1839,  before  reaching  her  eighteenth  birthday. 

The  four  children  born  to  this  union  are  all  living 
and  recorded  as  follows:  Betsy  A.  married  N.  J. 
Strong,  and  resides  in  Madison  Township ;  Jeanette  is 
the  wife  of  C.  D.  West,  of  the  same  township ;  David 

D.  is  a  minister    in  Worcester,  Mass.,  and   Cliaries 

E.  is  carrying  on  agriculture  in  Madison  Township, 
this  county.  This  interesting  family  of  six  persons, 
parents  and  children,  are  alT  members  of  the  Free- 
will Baptist  Church. 

EROME  CAMP.  Many  of  the  farms  of 
Lenawee  County  which  attract  the  attention 
of  the  passing  traveler  by  the  air  of  comfort 
and  plenty  which  surrounds  them,  are  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  well-to-do  sons  of  the  early 
pioneers,  among  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
occupies  a  worthy  position.  His  property  embraces 
100  acres  of  land  on  section  8  in  P'airfield  Town- 
ship, of  which  he  took  possession  in  the  spring  of 
1887.  The  little  household  includes  the  wife  and 
njother  and  two  children,  Levi  B.  and  Omar  A.,  who 
are  now  nineteen  and  seven  years  of  age  i*espect- 
ively.  With  the  exception  of  two  3^ ears  spent  in 
West  Toledo,  Mr.  Camp  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  his  entire  life,  mostly  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits,  though  since  1875  he  has  been  engaged 
in  a  wholesale  butchering  business  in  Toledo,  in 
connection  with  a  partner,  the  firm  name  being- 
Clayton,  Camp  (fe  Co.  This  business  is  conducted 
on  an  extensive  scale,  furnishing  mostly  the  local 
markets. 

Mr.  Camp  was  born  in  Dover  Township,  Sept. 
20,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Ambrose  and  Phebe  J. 
(Mills)  Camp,  natives  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  were  reared  and  married,  and  whence 
they  came  to  this  county  soon  after  uniting  their 
lives  and  fortunes.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children  who  still  survive,  of  whom  Jerome  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  Ambrose  Camp  died  in 
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Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  while  on  a  visit  to  a 
nephew,  while  the  mother  passed  her  last  days  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Medina  Township. 

Our  subject  upon  establishing  a  home  for  him- 
self, chose  for  his  life  companion  one  of  the  most 
estimable  3Mjung  ladies  of  Fairfield  Township, 
uamely.  Miss  Adelia,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Betsey 
(Bross)  Russell,  who  were  early  pioneers  of  this 
county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mrs.  (amp  was  born  at  the  old  Russell 
homestead  June  27,  1844,  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  her  marriage.  This  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birtli  of  two  children,  already  named. 
Mr.  Camp  is  one  of  tlie  most  reliable  members  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  as  a  business  man  and 
citizen  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem, 
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^DWIN  HAFF  was  an  officer  in  the  late 
he  served  with  bj'avery 
ing  part  in  many  battle? 
until  he  received  a  severe  wound  which  incapaci- 
tated him  from  further  service,  and  he  then  retired 
from  the  army  with  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant. 
He  is  now  prosperously  eugaged  in  farming  in 
Medina  Township.  Mr.  Haff's  parents  were  Hiram 
and  Cynthia  (Avery)  Haff,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  removed  to  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  and  there 
oiu"  subject  was  born  on  the  7th  of  March,  1840. 

Edwin  Haff  grew^  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  making 
himself  useful  in  its  varied  labors  and  receiving  his 
education  chiefly  in  the  common  schools.  He  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old,  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted 
in  August,  1 861,  in  Company  F,  49th  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  w^ent  to  the  front  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
his  regimeut  forming  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio.  He  enlisted  as  a  private,  but  soon  his  intel- 
ligence, capacity,  and  courage  in  action  won  him 
deserved  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  He 
was  afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  First  Ser- 
geant, and  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  he  had. the 
command  of  his  company,  and  for  his  services  in 
that  action  the  brave  young  officer  w^as  made 
Second  Lieutenant.  At  the  battle  of  Buzzard's 
R^)ost   Lieut.  Haff  was  wounded  in  the  knee,  which 


disabled  him  for  further  service,  as  he  was  obliged 
to  use  crutches  for  two  years  after w^ard,  and  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  He  w^as  with  his  regi- 
ment in  the  many  engagements  in  which  they  took 
part  prior  to  that  time. 

After  his  discharge  Lieut.  Haff"  returned  to  San- 
dusky County,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  attend 
to  business  his  fellow-citizens,   in  just  recognition 
of   his  ability  and  his  good   services  as  a  patriotic 
soldier,  elected  him  to  the  office  of  County  Auditor 
in  the  fall  of  1866.     Though  he  was  rather  a  young 
man   to  hold  such  a   responsible  position,  3^et  his 
I    stern  experience   in  the  exciting  years  of   the  war 
I    had  early  developed  his  character  and   well   fitted 
I    him  for   public  life.      In  the  fall  of    1868  the  satis- 
I    faction  and  confidence  of  the  people  in  his  honora- 
I   ble  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  was  voiced 
i   in  his  re-election  to  the  same  position  for  a  second 
term.     In   1870   he  retired  to  private  life,  at   the 
expiration  of  his  second  term  as  Auditor. 

Mr.  Haft"  had  been  reared  as  a  farmer,  and  after 
his    retirement   from    office   his  thoughts  naturally 
reverted    to  the  occupation  which  he  had  left  when 
he  went  to  the  battle-field   in  the  first  year  of  the 
war,  and  wisely  concluding  to  return  to  it  again, 
he  came  to  the  rich  agricultural  regions  of  Southern 
Michigan  to  select  some  land  for  that  purpose.     He 
here  bought  200  acres  of  ver}^  fertile  land   in    Me- 
dina Township,  on  which   he  settled  and  has  since 
i    been  activel}^  engaged  in  improving  and  cultivating 
I    his  farm,  to  wdiich  he  added  by  a  subsequent   pur- 
I    chase  forty  acres.   Lieut.  Haft*  was  married,  Dec.  22, 
I    1868,  in  Clyde,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Libbie,  daughter  of 
I    Dennis  and   Catherine    De  Ran,    who   was  born  in 
Sandusky    County,    Ohio,    April    11,    1844.      The 
following-named  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union:     Georgie  M.,  Lennie  and  Belle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haff  havti  a  pleasant,  attractive 
home,  to  which  their  many  friends  ahvays  receive  a 
cordial  an<l  genial  welcome.  Mr.  Haff  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Democratic  party  of  this 
township.  The  same  public-spirited  conduct  that 
marked  his  course  in  his  native  State  from  the  time 
when  he  first  attained  the  full  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship, has  also  characterized  his  course  as  a  citizen 
of  Lenawee  County,  where  he  has  also  held  respon- 
sible  offices.     In  the  fall  of  1874  he  was  elected 
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County  Register  of  Deeds,  for  Lenawee  Count^^ 
serving  in  that  office  for  one  term.  He  was  twice 
elected  County  Clerk,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  of  Medina  Township  for  two  terms. 
He  is  a  member  of  Medina  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
of  Adrian  Commandery. 


eHARLES  W.  DUNN.  Prominent  among  the 
agriculturists  who  have  contributed  by  their 
energy  and  industry  to  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  this  county  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch.  His  parents  were  Jefferson  and 
Adelia  (Morris)  Dunn,  both  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  who  early  in  their  married  life  came  to 
Michigan,  settling  first  in  Wayne  County,  whence 
tliey  removed  to  Lenawee  about  the  year  1833,  thus 
being  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  county. 
Here  the  father  died  June  24, 1838,  and  Mrs.  Dunn 
afterward  married  Nelson  Smith,  who  has  since 
died,  and  she  survives  him  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty- four  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn  were  the  parents  of  foiu- 
children — Sabra,  Charles  W.  and  John  W.  (twins), 
and  Robert  J.  Sgtbra  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years;  John  was  killed  when  he  was  ten  years  old 
by  being  thrown  from  a  wagon;  vvhile  Robert  re- 
sides in  Fairfield  Township. 

Robert  J.  Dunn  in  coming  to  Fairfield  Township 
in  1833,  had  to  cut  his  own  road  for  a  half  mile 
through  the  dense  forest  to  the  spot  where  he 
located,  and  when  there  they  unloaded  their  house- 
hold goods  under  a  tree,  there  being  no  other  shelter 
until  they  erected  a  cabin. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich., 
while  his  mother  was  there  on  a  visit,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  Nov.  24,  1834.  He  was  reared  in 
the  home  that  his  father  had  built  in  the  newly 
settled  township  for  his  young  family,  and  where 
death  early  deprived  them  of  his  care.  He  was 
educated  chiefly  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
State,  which  even  at  that  early  date,  though  one  of 
the  youngest  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  was  noted 
for  her  active  measures  for  the  education  of  her 
youth;  and  her  common-school  system,  even  before 
her  admission  to  the  Union,  was  far  in  advance  of 


that  of  some  of  the  much  older  States.  A  superior 
educational  system,  devised  by  John  D.  Pierce, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  was  adopted 
by  her  Legislature  the  very  year  that  she  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  Mr.  Dunn  early  became 
inured  to  the  toils  as  well  as  the  pleasures  of  farm- 
ing, and  chose  that  vocation  as  his  life  work.  He 
now  owns  the  old  homestead  and  the  farm  connected 
with  it,  which  consists  of  140  acres  of  carefully 
tilled  soil,  whereon  he  has  erected  substantial  build- 
ings and  made  many  valuable  improvements. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Dunn  with  Miss  Maiy  J. 
Sanford  occurred  Jan.  1,  1862.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1849,  making  their  home  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Lenawee  County,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Detroit  while  there  for  medical 
attendance  in  November,  1879;  his  wife  continues 
to  make  her  home  in  Fairfield  Township.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children :  Mary  J. ;  Martha 
E.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Edgar  A.,  who  resides 
in  Fairfield  Tow^nship.  Mrs.  Dunn  was  born  at  a 
place  four  miles  south  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  May  1, 
LS38,  and  receiving  a  good  education  became  a 
school  teacher,  and  pursued  that  vocation  with  suc- 
cess until  her  marriage.  She  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  she  is  a  member. 

His  integrity  of  character  and  devotion  to  those 
principles  which  he  believes  to  be  right  have  gained 
for  Mr.  Dunn  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors.  Heartily  sympathizing  with  those  who 
battle  against  one  of  the  great  evils  of  the  day,  Mr. 
Dunn  is  a  Prohibitionist;  he  was  associated  with 
the  Republicans  until  he  espoused  the  Prohibition 
cause. 

_5 


.f^  ENRY  MANWARINO,  a  farmer  and  an 
esteemed  citizen,  is  a  resident  of  Riga 
Township.  Mr.  Manwaring's  early  life  was 
m  a  constant  struggle  for  the  independence 
and  comfort  he  has  finally  achieved.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
Waterford,  New  London  County,  Aug.  8,  1834. 
His  father  was  Isaac  Man  waring,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, vvho  married  Eunice,  the  daughter  of  Paul 
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and  Mary  (Rogers)  Beebe.  Mrs.  Beebe  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  John  Rogers,  who  was  burned 
at  the  stake  in  England  during  the  time  of  the 
religious  persecution.  Mr.  Beebe's  ancestors  came 
to  New  England  in  the  early  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  In  1841  Isaac  Manwaring  died, 
leaving  his  widow  with  seven  children  to  care  for. 
She  was  a  worthy,  industrious  woman,  and  did 
what  she  could  to  provide  for  their  comfort:  her 
death  occurred  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in  1852. 

Our  subject  was  but  seven  years  of  age  when  he 
was  deprived  of  a  father's  care,  but  his  mother 
managed  to  keep  him  with  her  until  he  w^as  nine 
years  old,  when  she  was  obliged  to  surrender  him 
to  the  care  of  relatives.  He  first  went  to  live  with 
a  cousin,  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  went  with  an 
uncle  in  his  native  place,  Waterford,  and  lived  with 
him  for  a  year.  He  next  went  to  the  home  of  Mr. 
L.  T.  Rogers,  in  the  same  town,  where  he  worked 
four  years  for  his  board  and  clothes,  then,  having 
resolved  to  become  a  sailor,  he  shipped  on  board  a 
fishing  smack  for  one  season.  On  his  return  from 
the  voyage  he  obtained  employment  in  a  bakery  in 
New  London  for  the  winter,  and  after  that  he  en- 
gaged again  as  a  sailor  in  a  coasting  schooner,  and 
followed  the  sea  for  some  time,  sometimes  coasting, 
sometimes  fishing,  and  was  thus  employed  until  he 
Avas  seventeen  years  old.  He  then  exchanged  his 
occupation  of  a  sailor  for  that  of  a  machinist,  work- 
ing in  a  machine-shop  in  New  London  for  three  and  a 
half-years.  He  then  made  another  and  a  final  fish- 
ing trip,  and  in  the  year  1856  a  friend,  George 
Beebe  by  name,  induced  him  to  accompany  him  to 
the  West.  They  went  to  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  and 
there  found  work  at  farming,  as  they  had  resolved 
before  they  left  Connecticut  that  they  would  en- 
gage in  that  occupation.  Our-  subject  worked  for 
'113  a  month  until  the  following  September,  and 
then,  feeling  the  need  of  a  better  education,  he  at- 
tended school  at  Waterville,  Ohio,  where  he  made 
rapid  progress  in  his  studies  and  soon  made  up  for 
lost  time.  In  the  following  spring  he  obtained  em- 
ployment in  a  brickyard  in  Springfield,  Lucas  Co., 
Ohio.  During  these  years  he  had  no  permanent 
home,  not  living  any  length  of  time  in  any  one 
[)lace,  on  account  of  his  varied  occupations. 

Mr.  Manwaring  was  now  able  to  take  an  impor- 
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tant  step  toward  the  attainment  of  the  object  of  his 
ambitions  and  desires  to  found  a  home,  by  his 
marriage,  Aug.  30,  1857,  with  Miss  Maria  Bemis, 
who  has  since  faithfully  assisted  him  and  encour- 
aged him  in  his  work.  Mrs.  Manwaring  was  born 
in  Springfield,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  7,  1835,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Abel  and  Esther  (Cummings) 
Bemis,  natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and  New 
York.  They  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Springfield,  Lucas  Co.,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Bemis 
bought  a  heavily  timbered  tract  of  land,  on  which 
he  built  a  log  house  for  his  family,  and  in  that 
house  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Manwaring,  w^as  born. 
He  labored  until  he  had  a  well-improved  farm,  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Manwaring,  dying  Oct.  20,  1873.  His  wife 
died  in  Monroe  County,  this  State,  Oct.  11,  1869. 
Tliey  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  four  sons 
and  six  daughters.  Three  of  their  sons — Joseph, 
William  and  Charles — served  honorably  in  the  late 
Civil  War,  and  William  and  Joseph  died  in  the 
service  of  their  coiuitry.  Charles  is  now  living  in 
Whiteford,  Monroe  County,  this  State. 

In  1858,  a  few  months  after  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Manwaring  located  on  a  farm  at  Ottawa  Lake, 
Monroe  Co.,  Mich.,  but  after  a  time  he  rented  land 
until  the  year  1861,  when  he  bought  twenty-seven 
acres  of  land  at  Ottawa  Lake  and  built  a  log  house 
for  shelter.  He  thus  had  just  established  a  perman- 
ent home,  which,  however  humble  it  miglit  be,  he 
could  still  call  his  own,  and  was  soon  settled  and 
commenced  the  improvement  of  his  land.  But  the 
terrible  Civil  War  was  then  raging,  and  although  he 
had  not  vvholly  paid  for  his  home,  he  put  aside  all 
private  considerations  and  enlisted  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1862,  in  Company  K,  18th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  went  to  the  front  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  He  remained  for  twenty-one  months  a 
member  of  the  18th  Michigan,  which  was  attached 
to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  was  then 
transferred  to  the  Naval  Department,  in  accord- 
ance with  General  Order  No.  91,  War  Depart- 
ment. He  served  on  board  the  war  ship  '^Winne- 
bago," on  the  Mississippi  River  until  August,  1864, 
when  he  went  to  Mobile  with  Farragut's  fleet,  and 
was  present  at  the  capture  of  that  city.  He  re- 
mained there  till   July,  1865,  when  his  ship  was 
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ordered  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  received  his  dis- 
charge the  following  August. 

After  receiving  his  discharge  our  subject  returned 
to  Michigan,  where  with  patient  courage  he  com- 
menced anew  his  labors  to  build  up  a  home;  for 
while  he  had  been  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country 
the  little  home  which  he  had  left,  not  being  paid 
for,  reverted  to  its  original  owner.  His  health  was 
much  impaired  by  the  rough  life  of  a  soldier,  and 
for  awhile  after  his  return  he  was  sick.  As  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  work  he  obtained  employment  in 
the  Adrian  carshops,  but  the  close  confinement 
necessitated  by  his  work  did  not  agree  with  his 
health,  so  in  1866  he  rented  a  farm,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1867  bought  where  he  now  resides.  The  land 
was  heavily  timbered,  and  he  had  to  cut  away  the 
trees  to  make  room  for  the  log  house  which  he  built 
for  the  residence  of  his  family.  He  now  has  twenty- 
four  acres  well  improved,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  remainder  partly  cleared  and  good  pasture  land, 
and  he  has  erected  a  comfortable  dwelling,  with 
other  frame  buildings  adapted  to  the  necessities  of 
liis  farm.  Thus  by  unceasing  dih'gence  and  perse- 
verance Mr.  Man  waring  has  attained  the  fruition  of 
his  earlyx  ambitions.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manwaring's 
wedded  life  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
daughters  named,  Laura,  who  was  born  April  3, 
1860,  and  died  at  the  age  of  six  months,  and 
Emma,  who  was  born  Jan.  11,  1868. 

In  politics  Mr.  Manwaring  is  a  firm  believer  in 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  part}^  which  he 
supports  by  vote  whenever  occasion  offers.  He  is 
a  member  of  Scott  Post  No.  43,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Blissfield. 

-^ ^^ ^^ 


[j^^  RS.  ANN  P.  HUME  is  a  resident  of  Me- 
dina Township,  where  she  is  located  on  a 
fine  farm  of  130  acres  of  excellent  land 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Ruth  (Smith) 
Payne,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  latter  of   Connecticut. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  at  the  age  of  seven 
years  migrated  with  her  parents  from  Massachusetts 
and  settled  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
resided  until  the  death  of  her   mother,  in   1844,  at 


forty- eight  years  of  age.  The  father  broke  up 
housekeeping  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  with  his  children,  dying  at 
the  home  of  his  son  Lewis,  in  New  York,  Feb.  7, 
1880,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -nine  years. 
Tlie  parental  family  included  five  children,  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Hume  was 
the  third  child,  and  was  born  Feb.  10,  1823,  in 
Bergen,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.  Here  she  passed  her 
girlhood,  first  attending  the  common  school,  after 
which  she  entered  the  Ladies'  Seminary,  at  Geneseo, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  request  of  her  aunt^  Mrs.  Ann  Colt. 
She  also  attended  the  select  schools  and  was  en- 
gaged in  school  teaching  one  year,  while  she  was 
identified  with  the  educational  interests  of  the 
county  for  several  years. 

In  1846  our  subject  was  married  to  Roderick  R., 
son  of  Moses  and  Sally  Hume,  natives  of  Berkshire 
County,  Mass.  His  parents  settled  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  in  1854  to 
this  county,  and  subsequently  to  Hudson  Village, 
wliere  the  decease  of  the  father  occurred  June  15, 
1864.  After  the  death  of  lier  husband,  Mrs.  Hume 
returned  to  New  York  to  spend  the  winter  with 
her  son.  Dr.  Stephen  Hume,  and  was  there  taken  ill 
and  died  Nov.  7,  1868,  and  her  remains  were 
buried  at  Hudson.  Of  their  family  of  six  sons  and 
two  daughters,  Roderick  was  the  third  child  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  born  May  28,  1816.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hume  passed  their  childhood  together, 
attending  the  same  schools,  public  and  select. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hume  there  were  born  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Charles  R.,  Oct.  21,  1847; 
Frank  L.,  Oct.  14,  1849;  Anna  Carolina,  July  21, 
1852;  Sarah  Thankful,  April  14,  1856;  Mary  P., 
Jan.  27,  1860;  Will  E.,  Sept.  2,  1862,  and  Alice 
M.,  Jan.  8,  1866.  Charles  is  in  Caldwell,  Kan., 
practicing  medicinG,  and  married  Miss  Nettie  Ross; 
they  have  two  children — Ross  and  Ray.  Frank  L. 
is  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  the  same  place, 
and  married  Miss  Mary  Fulton,  and  they  have  two 
clu'ldren — James  and  Francis;  Anna  C.  is  deceased; 
Sarah  T.  married  Otis  B.  Fitch,  a  merchant  of  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  and  has  four  children — Jesse  Hume, 
Alice  May,  Grace  Aurelia  and  Roderick  William ; 
Mar3^  P.  is  deceased,  and  Will  E.  is  at  home;  Alice 
M.  attended  the   Ft.  Wayne  High   School   for  two 
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years,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in  teaching  in  Dis- 
trict No.  10,  in  Medina  Township,  and  has  tanght 
two  years ;  vvlien  not  thns  engaged  she  resides  at 
home  with  her  mother. 

The  snbject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  Mrs.  Cleveland's  grnnd- 
mother,  Mrs.  Rogers,  and  w^as  her  personal  friend. 
In  religion  she  is  a  Presbyterian,  while  her  husband 
was  also  a  member  of  the  same  church.  In  politics 
Mr.  liume  was  identified  witli  the  Republican  party. 
Mrs.  Hume  is  noted  for  her  force  of  character  and 
sterling  worth.  She  is  an  affectionate  friend  and  a 
good  neighbor,  and  is  deservedly  esteemed  by  all 
those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  her  acquaintance. 


ERBERT  B.  HATHAWAY,  the  President 
of  the  Council  of  Blissfield,  was  born  in 
Palmyra  Township  on  the  20th  of  January, 
u^i  1845,  and  his  father,  George  A.  Hathaway, 
was  born  in  Palmyra,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.  The 
grandfather,  Hiram  Hathaway,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  emigrated  from  there  to  Wayne 
County,  where  he  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers. 
At  that  time  there  were  no  railroads  or  canals,  and 
the  removal  was  made  with  teams.  For  many  years 
he  kept  a  hotel  in  Palmyra,  of  which  town  he  was 
a  resident  until  his  death.  The  old  homestead  is 
now  occupied  by  one  of  his  sons,  an  uncle  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  grandmother  lived 
until  she  was  one  hundred  and  two  years  of  age, 
and  during  the  latter  years  of  her  life  took  great 
pleasure  in  relating  the  events  and  incidents  in  the 
career  of  the  early  pioneers. 

Upon  arriving  at  manhood,  Mr.  Hathaway 's  fa- 
ther was  married  to  Adeline  Chase,  of  Palmyra, 
where  they  remained  residents  until  1832,  when 
they  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  settled  in  what 
is  now  Palmyra  Township.  They  came  by  the 
way  of  Erie  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to  Toledo,  and 
then  by  a  team  through  the  wilderness  to  Pal- 
myra. Upon  his  arrival  in  this  county  he  entered 
a  tract  of  timber  land,  on  which  he  built  a  log 
house,  but  not  long  after  he  sold  this  land,  and 
bought  a  tract  on  the  River  Raisin,  containing  a  log 
house,  in    which  the  subject    of    this   sketch    was 
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born.  The  father  cleared  quite  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  there  for  many  years, 
:  but  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  retirement 
:  in  Blissfield,  dying  in  December,  1883;  his  wife 
died  in  1885.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
I  children:  Georgiana,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
I  years;  Edward,  living  in  Arkansas;  Herbert  B., 
I  and  May,  who  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
I    tw(^  years. 

I        The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  youth   as- 
I   sisting  his  parents  in  clearing  the  land  and  tilling 
j    the  soil,  and    at  intervals   attending    the    pioneer 
I    school.     On  the  5tli  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
I    Company  E,  18th  Michigan   Infantry,  in   which  he   . 
i    served  until  the  close    of    the    war,  receiving    his 
I    discharge  from  the   service  in   July,  1865.     After 
I    his  return  from    the  army  he    went  to  Colorado, 
and  was  there  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  Quartermaster's  department,  and  in  this  serv- 
ice he   spent  nearly   three  years  in  the  West,  dur- 
ing that  time  being  engaged  in  Kansas,  Colorado, 
New  Mexico  and   Wyoming.     After  his  return  to 
the    East    he    engaged    in    manufacturing    broom- 
handles    at    Palmyra,   which    he    continued    until 
1872,  and  then    went   to  Benton  County,  Ind.,  and 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  went  to  Kentucky,  and  for  two  years  en- 
gaged   in    the    stave    business.     In    1875    he    re- 
turned to  Michigan,  and  engaging  in  selling  pumps 
and   wind-engines    in   Allegan    County,    remained 
until  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Blissfield  and  pur- 
chased the  broom-handle  factory   and  planing-mill, 
which    he    operated    in    company    with    Nathaniel 
Stoner,  until  1883.  when  he  bought  his  partner's  in- 
terest, since  which  time  he  has  built  a  sawmill,  and 
conducted  the  business  alone. 

In  October,  1872,  Mr.  Hathaway  was  married 
to  Sarah  Spaulding,  of  Lewiston,  Niagara  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  they  have  four  children — Maud,  May,  Hope 
and  George.  Mr.  Hathaway  is  one  among  the  live 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  Blissfield,  and  his 
manufacturing  establishment  is  of  great  benefit  to 
the  town  and  surrounding  country,  as  it  affords  a 
market  for  the  various  varieties  of  timber  which 
grow  in  this  part  of  Michigan,  and  gives  employ- 
ment to  quite  a  number  of  men.  He  has  been  for 
a  considerable  time  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Town 
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Trustees,  and  is  at  the  present  time  President  of 
the  board.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  Scott 
Post  No.  43,  G.  A.  R.,  and  a  member  of  Blissfiekl 
Lodge  No.  144,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  polities  his 
affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  although 
he  does  not  take  a  very  active  part. 
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^^RANT  FELLOWS,  a  painstaking  and  rising 
'■(  ^^v7  young  attorney  in  the  village  of  Hudson, 
^^4)  ^'^s  born  in  the  township  where  he  now 
lives  on  the  13th  of  April,  1865,  and  has  made  this 
count}"  his  home  ever  since,  except  one  year  spent 
in  the  Soutli.  He  is  the  son  of  Hiram  N.  and  Maria 
(Perry)  Fellows,  both  of  whom  were  members  of 
old  pioneer  families.  Pliram  N.  Fellows  was  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Brutus,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  Sept.  7,  1818.  He  was  the  son  of 
Juclson  and  Hannah  (Andrews)  Fellows,  who  were 
of  P^nglish  ancestry,  and  he  was  the  last  survivor  of 
their  family  of  six  children. 

Hiram  N.  Fellows  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm  in  the  then  new  settlement 
in  the  wilds  of  Western  New  York.  Possessing  an 
iron  constitution  and  a  powerful  muscular  organi- 
zation, he,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  with  a 
hardihood  characteristic  of  the  pioneers  in  these 
western  wilds,  left  the  parental  roof,  migrating  to 
what  was  at  that  time  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Locating  in  Medina  County,  in  this  township,  for  a 
number  of  years  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer 
by  the  month,  having  ever  before  his  mind  the 
goal  for  which  he  was  striving,  a  farm  of  his  own. 
With  rare  self-denial  he  carefully  saved  all  that  he 
earned  in  this  manner,  and  invested  his  m6ney  in 
real  estate,  thus  laying  the  foundation  of  his  fort- 
une. Like  ail  others  who  came  to  this  countj^  in 
those  early  days,  he  was  compelled  to  endure  many 
hardships  from  which  those  of  the  present  genera- 
tion would  shrink  in  dismay. 

J3uring  the  great  freshet  of  June,  1836 — an  event 
often  spoken  of  by  the  early  settlers —after  a  con- 
tinuous rain  of  fourteen  days,  when  the  country 
was  nearly  inundated,  the  family  for  whom  Mr. 
Fellows  was  working  at  the  time  came  to  a  point 


where  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  some  provisions. 
Nothing  eatable  was  to  be  found  in  the  house  ex- 
cept a  small  quantity  of  dried  venison.  Although 
but  eighteen  years  of  age,  young  Hiram  volunteered 
to  go  to  the  nearest  neighbor,  some  thirteen  miles 
distant,  and  ascertain  if  it  was  possible  to  borrow 
something  upon  which  the  family  could  subsist 
until  the  roads  were  passable.  The  want  of  the 
common  necessities  of  life  was  nothing  new  to  the 
family  or  to  the  community  at  large,  but  the  ques- 
tion at  this  time  was,  whether  to  make  this  perilous 
trip  or  starve.  At  night  a  council  of  the  family 
was  held,  and  the  extremity  to  which  they  were 
reduced  demanding  immediate  exertions,  Hiram 
the  next  morning  after  breakfasting  upon  a  piece 
of  dry  venison  started  on  foot.  He  was  obliged  to 
walk  nearly  the  whole  distance  through  the  water, 
which  in  several  places  was  waist  deep.  On  his 
arrival  at  the  neighbor's,  he  found  that  the  family 
had  some  flour,  and  borrowing  twelve  pounds  of  it, 
started  to  return,  carrying  the  flour  and  protecting 
it  from  the  rain  with  his  umbrella,  and  made  the 
trip  of  twenty-six  miles  in  one  day.  Passing 
through  many  experiences  of  this  and  greater  hard- 
ships, the  time  came  at  last  when  he  could  rest 
from  his  labors,  but  not  until  his  youth  had  fled. 

In  1841,  Hiram  Fellows  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Maria  Perry,  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
the  daughter  of  Abel  Perry,  of  Medina  Township. 
Li  1851,  Mr.  Fellows  removed  from  Medina  to 
Rome  Township,  and  thence  to  Hudson  Township. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  a  fine  farm,  which 
he  had  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  by 
patience  and  industry,  and  on  which  he  had  accum- 
ulated some  very  fine  stock.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  school.  Tho 
principles  of  that  party  seemed  to  his  mind  a  sure 
and  proper  foundation  for  our  free  government. 
He  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  Abel,  who  was 
born  Dec.  11,  1843,  and  Grant,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  being  the  only  ones  now  living.  Mr.  Hiram 
Fellows  died  in  this  township,  Aug.  17,  1876.  His 
wife  was  a  native  of  Lysander  Township,  Onon- 
daga Co.,  N.  Y.,  of  which  State  her  father  was 
also  a  native.  Her  mother,  before  her  marriage 
was  Miss  Lucinda  Ains worth. 

Grant  Fellows  remained  at  home  with  his  parents, 
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receiving  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  that  locality,  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  village  of 
Hudson,  and  entered  the  High  School  of  that  place. 
He  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  18H2, 
and  going  to  Missouri  in  1883,  was  occupied  for 
about  one  year  in  teaching  school  in  Crawford 
County,  in  that  State.  Returning  to  Hudson  in 
1884,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  L.  R. 
Peirson,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  Dec.  11,  1886.  He  at  once 
opened  an  office  in  Hudson,  and  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1887,  he  became  Village  Attorney,  which 
office  he  holds  at  the  present. 

In  politics  Grant  Fellows  differs  from  the  creed 
of  his  father,  and  is  a  Republican  of  the  strongest 
type.  In  1886  he  traveled  through  the  counties  of 
Lenawee  and  Hillsdale,  making  speeches  for  the 
benefit  of  that  party  with  considerable  credit  to 
himself.  He  is  a  member  of  the  High  School 
Alumni  Association  of  the  village  of  Hudson,  and 
in  1886  held  the  position  of  President  of  the 
society.  Although  young  in  years,  he  is  already 
taking  his  part  in  the  world,  and  is  rapidly  rising  in 
popularity  and  in  the  general  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
eitizens. 

bEVI  W.  BAKER,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Dover  Township,  was 
born  in  Macedon,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
17,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Charlotte 
(Mills)  Baker,  both  natives  of  New  York.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  in  Wayne  County,  that 
State,  but  in  1840  they  removed  to  Lenawee 
County,  this  State,  and  settled  in  this  township, 
which  continued  to  be  their  residence  until  death. 
Mrs.  Baker's  death  occurred  Oct.  22,  1868,  and  Mr. 
Baker  did  not  long  survive  his  estimable  wife,  his 
death  occurring  Oct.  5,  1870.  They  were  much  re- 
spected by  the  people  among  whom  they  had  made 
their  home  for  so  many  years.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  two  children — Amos  M.  and  Levi  W. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  five  years 
old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Dover  Town- 
ship, and  since  that  time  he  has  known  no  other 
home,  having  lived   here  as  a  boy   and   man   for 


nearly  fifty  years.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  tliis  township,  and  his  early  train- 
ing on  a  farm  tended  to  make  him  a  practical 
and  energetic  man.  When  he  was  old  enough  to 
choose  his  vocation  in  life  he  wisely  decided  to 
continue  in  the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been 
bred,  and  his  work  has  been  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. He  has  a  farm  of  120  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 8,  which  is  under  excellent  tillage,  everything 
about  the  i)lace  showing  careful  and  thrifty  man- 
agement, while  he  has  erected  a  good  set  of  build- 
ings and  made  many  other  valuable  improvements. 
Besides  paying  careful  attention  to  the  culture  of 
the  soil,  Mr.  Baker  has  devoted  a  good  deal  of  time 
to  stock-raising,  achieving  much  success  in  that 
line,  as  is  attested  by  his  fine  herd  of  well-bred 
animals. 

Mr.  Baker  was  married  in  Dover  Township,  Dec. 
3,  1857,  to  Miss  Martha  Crater,  and  to  her  hearty 
co-operation  he  owes  much.  Her  parents  were 
Matthias  and  Deborah  (Shippy)  Crater,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  of  Vermont. 
After  marriage  they  settled  in  Wayne  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  Mr.  Crater  died  June  20,  1854,  while 
Mrs.  Crater  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  Dec.  27,  1871.  Mrs.  Baker 
was  the  only  child  of  their  union,  and  was  born  in 
Arcadia,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  29,  1840.  To 
her  and  her  husband  has  been  born  one  son,  Andrew 
S.,  his  birth  occurring  in  Dover  Township,  July  3, 
1870. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a  worthy  citizen,  doing  what  lies  in 
his  power  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  tow^n- 
ship;  in  politics  he  casts  his  influence  and  vote  for 
the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a  much  es- 
teemed member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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ILLIAM  M.  JOHNSON  is  distinguished  as 
fi  being  one  of  the  oldest  native-born  citizens 
of  Ogden  Township  still  a  resident  within 
her  borders,  though  a  man  yet  in  the  prime  of  life. 
His  father,  William  Johnson,  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  the  township,  coming  here  in  1836, 
while  the  town  was  yet  unnamed.  ISIr.  Johnson 
gives  us  a  graphic  account  of  his  father's  settle- 
ment in  the  primeval  forests  of  Lenawee  County, 
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which  well  illustrates  the  energetic  and  daring  spirit 
with  which  the  brave  pioneers  of  that  day  encoun- 
tered and  overcame  the  obstacles  to  settlement. 

WiUiam  Johnson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  born  in  Lancaster. 
When  he  had  grown  to  manhood  he  decided  to 
leave  his  English  home,  and  to  seek  his  fortune  on 
American  soil,  accordingly  he  emigrated  to  this 
country  and  located  in  New  York  State.  His  first 
step  toward  a  better  fortune  in  this  comitry  seems 
to  have  been  his  marriage  in  Seneca  Falls,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  Miss  Mary  Murphy,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  shortly  after  this  event  they 
sought  a  home  in  the  sparsely  settled  regions  west 
of  New  York  State.  Traveling  by  the  slow  methods 
of  procedure  in  those  days,  they  penetrated  to  the 
then  wilds  of  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  and  there  lo- 
cated and  lived  until  the  year  1836,  when  Mr. 
Johnson,  thinking  they  could  do  better  in  Michi- 
gan, came  to  what  is  now  Ogden  Township,  this 
county,  and  selected  a  tract  of  land.  He  then 
walked  to  Monroe  County,  where  the  land-office 
was  located,  to  enter  the  land,  but  found  that  it 
had  been  already  taken  up,  so  he  returned  to  the 
same  place  in  Lenawee  County,  and  made  another 
selection  of  land.  Upon  his  second  visit  to  the 
land-office  he  found  that  that  too  had  been  en- 
tered, but  undaunted  by  this  failure  he  made  a 
third  selection  of  fortj^  acres  of  land  on  section  29 
of  what  is  now  Ogden  Township,  and  on  his  return 
a  third  time  to  the  Government  land-office  he 
found  that  no  one  had  a  prior  claim  on  the  land. 

That  one  may  better  understand  and  appreciate 
the  courage  and  hardihood  required  to  undertake 
that  pedestrian  trip  from  Lenawee  County  to  the 
land-office  in  Monroe  County,  we  must  remember 
that  the  distance  to  be  traveled  was  fifty  miles 
through  a  dense  almost  trackless  forest,  save  for  oc- 
casional trails  of  the  Indian,  or  some  wild  beast, 
and  when  we  take  it  into  consideration  that  three 
times  did  he  perform  this  journey,  on  foot  and 
alone,  our  appreciation  of  his  resolution  and  forti- 
tude is  increased.  After  securing  the  entry  of  his 
land,  Mr.  Johnson  returned,  and  energetically  set 
to  w^ork  to  prepare  a  home  for  his  family.  His 
tract  lay  in  the  midst  of  the  primeval  forest,  and 
he  had  to  obtain  all  his  building  material  directly 


from  it,  and  fashion  it  rudely  with  his  own  hands. 
He  erected  a  log  cabin,  splitting  shakes  for  the  roof, 
and  puncheon  for  the  doors  and  floor ;  no  sawed  tim- 
ber was  used  in  its  construction.  The  chimney  was 
build  on  the  outside  of  the  house,  and  was  com- 
posed of  mud  and  sticks,  with  a  huge  fireplace,  and 
i  as  they  had  no  stove,  his  good  wife  cooked  their 
meals  by  the  open  fire,  baking  bread  in  a  large 
kettle.  Mr.  Johnson  had  no  team  at  first,  but  cut 
and  rolled  his  logs  together  by  manual  labor,  and 
then  burned  them.  He  was  finally  able  to  buy  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  with  which  he  did  his  farm  work 
and  marketing  for  years.  He  lived  to  see  the 
county  well  developed,  and  died  March  1,  1878, 
while  his  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land 
May  14,  1862.  They  had  three  children:  Phebe  A., 
now  deceased;  William  M.,  our  subject,  and  Mar- 
tha, the  wife  of  Alfred  Young,  living  in  this  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  the  second  child  and  only  son  of 
his  parents, and  was  born  in  this  township,  Jan.  27, 
1839.  He  remembers  when  deer,  wild  turkeys  and 
other  game  roamed  at  will  through  the  forests  and 
over  the  prairies  of  this  county,  and  as  soon  as  he 
was  large  enough  to  shoulder  a  gun,  he  used  to  go  out 
hunting,  and  killed  his  share  of  deer  and  other  wild 
game  to  supply  the  family  larder.  He  attended  the 
pioneer  schools,  and  assisted  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty-tw^o  years  old,  w^hen  he  settled  in  a  home  of 
his  own,  reclaiming  his  land  from  the  wilderness,  as 
his  father  had  done.  He  now  has  eighty  acres  of 
land,  forty  acres  of  which  are  in  a  fine  state  of  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  been  three  times  married.  He 
was  first  married  in  December,  1860,  to  Miss  Ann 
Gralligan,  a  native  of  Northfield,  Washtena\7  Co., 
Mich.,  of  which  county  her  father,  Bryan  Galligan, 
was  a  pioneer.  After  a  wedded  life  of  ten  years 
she  died  in  1870,  leaving  a  son,  Eugene,  who  mar- 
ried Caroline  Stock,  a  sister  of  his  present  step- 
mother; they  now  reside  in  Anaheim,  Los  Angeles 
Co.,  Cal.,  where  he  holds  a  clerkship.  Mr.  John- 
son's second  marriage  was  with  Miss  Sarah  Young, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Betsy  Young;  she  died  in  1880,  leaving  one 
son,  Arbie. 

The  third  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  J 
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10,  1882,  with  Miss  Libbie  Stock,  a  native  of  Lucas 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Godfrey  and  Julia 
Stock.  Her  father  was  born  in  Wiirtemberg,  Ger- 
many, and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man, 
and  located  on  land  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  wliere 
he  lived  seven  years,  and  then  came  to  Riga  Town- 
ship, where  he  bought  land  and  improved  a  farm, 
which  he  now  occupies.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Julia  A.  Housen,  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  and  came  to  America  when  she  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  She  met  Mr.  Stock  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  where  they  were  married.  Two 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union — Esther 
May  and  Eva  Julia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  the  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  all  in  their  neighborhood,  and  they  are  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  earnest  con- 
victions, and  in  nothing  does  he  show  this  more 
than  in  his  stanch  adherence  to  the  Republican  party. 
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ON.  WILLIAM  BAKER  was  for  many  years 
a  leading  citizen  of  Lenawee  County,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  other 
business  at  Hudson.  He  was  widely  known 
throughout  Southern  Michigan  as  a  man  of  rare 
business  talent  and  unswerving  integrit}^,  who 
wielded  a  marked  influence  in  promoting  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  county  and  township  of  which 
he  was  an  honored  citizen.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  his  birth  occurring  at  Ft.  Ann,  Wash- 
ington County,  Oct.  21,  1818. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  likewise  named  Will- 
iam, was  born  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  Dec.  4, 
1784,  and  removed  from  there  to  Ft.  Ann,  N.  Y., 
where  he  made  his  home  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Wheeler,  was  born  Jan.  2,  1794,  and  spent  her  last 
years  at  Ft.  Ann ;  they  were  the  parents  of  six 
children. 

During  his  boyhood  our  subject  attended  school, 
and  when  it  was  not  in  session  assisted  his  father  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  was  a  lad  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  his  cultivated  mind  was 
as  much  the  result  of  careful  reading  and  quick 


powers  of  ol)servation  as  of  systematic  study.  In 
1  8o7  he  left  the  home  of  his  parents  and  came  to 
Michigan  to  join  an  elder  brother,  who  was  a  civil 
engineer,  and  at  that  time  engaged  in  making  rail- 
i  way  surveys  in  Southern  Michigan.  Mr.  Baker 
assisted  liis  brother  for  some  time,' but  in  1841  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  mercantile  trade  in  Hud- 
son, and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  was  en- 
gaged in  that  and  other  ^branches  of  business  here. 
When  he  first  made  his  home  here  there  was  no  rail- 
way in  the  country  west  of  Adrian,  and  all  his 
goods  had  to  be  drawn  by  team  from  there.  Be- 
sides his  business  as  a  merchant,  Mr.  Baker  was 
part  of  the  time  engaged  very  extensively  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  stock,  grain  and  lumber,  driving 
the  cattle  to  Toledo  for  shipment. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Baker  with  Miss  Delora 
Osborn  took  place  July  11,  1843.  She  was  born 
in  Perrinton,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1821, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mercy  A. 
Osborn,  of  wdiom  a  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  She  is  now  living  in  a  commodious 
brick  house  pleasantly  located  on  a  rise  of  ground 
and  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  village  and  the 
surrounding  country.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  woman  of  fine 
character  and  much  abilit}^  To  her  ready  tact  and 
pleasant  manners  in  entertaining  his  friends  and 
associates  in  their  beautiful  home,  her  husband  was 
undoubtedly  much  indebted  for  his  popularity  and 
influence.  To  them  were  born  three  children: 
Gamaliel  (1st)  who  died  aged  about  four  years, 
I  John  M.,  and  Gamaliel  (2d).  John  M.  is  in 
I  the  mail  service  of  the  United  States  as  Division 
Superintendent,  with  headquarters  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Gamaliel  married  Miss  Emma  Elliott,  and 
is  carrying  on  farming  in  Hudson  Township. 

Notwithstanding  his  arduous  private  duties  our 
subject  devoted  much  time  to  public  affairs,  as  he 
was  often  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  official 
capacities,  in  which  he  won  the  entire  confidence  of 
his  constituents.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate on  the  Republican  ticket,  where  he  won  for  him- 
self an  honorable  record.  His  memory  will  ever 
be  revered  in  this  community. 

While  the  memory  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Baker 
needs  no  effort  of  art  to  perpetuate  it,  still  we  be- 
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lieve  that  as  a  future  generation  listens  to  the  nar- 
rative of  "what  their  fathers  did  in  those  days," 
the  view  of  these  pictured  faces  will  inspire  them 
to  emulate  so  noble  an  example.  It  is  with  pleas- 
ure, therefore,  that  we  present  on  an  adjoining 
page  of  this  volume  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Baker. 


I   p  Hudson  T 
j^M>  when  tall 


^  UTHER  WARNER,  a  pioneer  farmer  of 
Township,  came  to  Michigan  in  1 832, 
tall  forest  trees  were  still  waving  over 
the  land  where  now  stand  thriving  villages.  Settle- 
ments were  few  and  scattering,  and  the  deep  silence 
of  the  wilderness  was  unbroken,  save  bj  the  occa- 
sional ringing  of  the  pioneer's  ax,  and  at  night  by 
the  bowlings  of  the  wild  animals.  This  part  of 
Michigan  had  been  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
before  condemned  by  Government  surveyors  and 
geographers  as  swampy  land,  unfit  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  had  been  left  to  the  Indians  as  a 
hunting-ground.  But  its  value  as  farming  land  was 
beginning  to  be  perceived,  and  in  the  com'se  of  a 
few  years  our  subject  witnessed  many  changes,  and 
saw  the  commencement  of  man}^  new  settlements. 
He  can  tell  many  interesting  tales  of  pioneer  life, 
illustrative  of  its  various  phases  of  pathos,  self- 
sacrifice  and  mutual  self-helpfulness. 

Mr.  Warner  was  born  in  Walworth,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Sept.  14,  1818,  and  is  the  grandson  of  David 
Warner,  a  native  of  New  England,  and  an  early 
settler  of  Walworth,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of 
timber  land  and  improved  a  large  farm.  He  was 
one  of  the  members  of  the  first  Grand  Jury  that 
was  ever  convened  in  that  county,  and  was  other- 
wise prominentl}^  connected  with  public  affairs  dur- 
ing his  long  and  useful  life,  which  extended  over 
nearly  a  centur3%  his  death  occurring  in  1824,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-eight  years.  It  is  not  known  whether 
his  son  Russell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  England  or  in  the  State  of  New  York  soon 
after  his  parents  settled  there.  He  was  reared  in 
the  pioneer  home  of  his  parents,  and  married  in  that 
town  Ora  Phelps,  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Silas  Phelps,  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  that  county. 
After    marriage    Mr.    Warner   bought   a   tract    of 
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timber  land  in  Manchester,  Ontario  County,  and 
resided  there  until  his  death  in  1828,  having  in  the 
meantime  cleared  a  good  farm.  After  her  husband's 
death  the  mother  of  our  subject  married  again,  the 
name  of  her  second  husband  being  John  Thompson, 
and  died  in  Manchester,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
home  of  her  husband. 

Luther  Warner  was  but  a  lad  of  ten  years  when 
he  had  the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  his  father.  He 
remained  with  his  mother  for  awhile,  and  finally 
went  to  live  with  an  aunt  in  Monroe  County,  who, 
in  18ol,  removed  to  the  Territorj^  of  Michigan, 
settling  in  Oakland  County.  In  1832  her  nephew 
joined  her,  coming  via  canal  to  Buffalo,  and  thence 
by  way  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Detroit  River  to 
Detroit,  and  from  there  on  foot  through  the  woods 
to  Oakland  County.  When  he  made  that  memor- 
able journey  from  New  York  he  was  but  a  boy  of 
fourteen  years,  but  he  was  a  self-reliant,  manly 
youth.  He  remained  with  his  aunt  until  1839,  and 
then  came  to  this  county,  and  bought  on  section  16 
of  Hudson  Township  a  tract  of  land  on  which  the 
forest  trees  were  still  standing;  he  built  a  log  house 
on  the  place,  and  commenced  to  clear  his  land.  In 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  revisited  his  native  State 
and  spent  the  winter,  returning  to  this  State  in  the 
spring.  He  was  then  without  domestic  ties  of  his 
own,  and  made  his  home  with  his  sister  in  Rome 
Township  until  his  marriage,  wdiich  occurred  in 
June,  1841,  with  Miss  Sarah  Carpenter,  a  native  of 
New  York.  They  commenced  their  married  life  in 
the  home  he  had  built  in  the  forest  clearing  on  his 
farm  in  Hudson,  but  their  life  together,  however 
happy,  was  brief,  as  the  death  of  the  young  wife 
occurred  in  the  year  following  their  marriage.  Mr. 
Warner  was  a  second  time  married  in  June,  1845 
the  name  of  his  bride  being  Melissa  Wilson.  She 
was  also  taken  from  him  after  a  few  years  of  mar- 
ried life,  leaving  two  children — Beatrice  A.  and 
Mark  L. 

The  third  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
Sept.  7,  1858,  and  was  with  Miss  Nancy  Bennett,  a 
native  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Her  grandfather,  Moses 
Bennett,  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Ohio,  while  her  father,  Joel  Bennett,  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  married  in  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
Mercy  Winkler,  a  native  of  that  place,  and  daughter 
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of  John  Winkler,  and  then  with  his  wife  Jind 
brother  he  migrated  to  Kentucky,  floating  down 
the  Ohio  River  in  a  tlatboat  until  the^^  arrived  on 
the  Kentucky  shore  opposite  Portsmouth,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  a  short  time.  They  then 
crossed  the  river  to  the  town,  and  from  there  went 
to  Columbus,  and  after  living  near  that  city  a  short 
time  they  went  to  Miami  County,  whence  they  sub- 
sequently came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  The 
journey  was  made  entirely  in  a  wagon  drawn  by 
oxen,  and  two  weeks  were  consumed  in  traveling 
the  distance,  which  was  200  miles.  Mr.  Bennett 
bought  a  tract  of  timber  land  on  section  25  of  Hud- 
son Township,  and  at  once  commenced  the  erection 
of  a  log  house  and  the  clearance  of  his  land,  and 
there  resided  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1843. 
A  few  years  after  that  sad  event  he  disposed  of  his 
property  in  Hudson  and  removed  to  Adrian,  where 
he  remained  till  1860,  then  went  and  lived  with  his 
children  until  his  death,  Feb.  3,  1865. 

Our  subject  and  his  family  continued  to  reside  on 
the  farm  that  he  had  bought  when  he  first  started 
out  in  life  until  1868,  in  the  meantime  clearing  the 
land,  erecting  a  good  frame  barn,  and  otherwise 
greatly  increasing  its  value.  He  then  disposed  of 
that  place,  and  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides in  the  same  section.  Here  he  and  his  wife 
have  a  cozy  home,  and  can  now  take  life  more  leis- 
urely^ than  in  times  gone  by  when  they  were  gath- 
ering together  the  competency  by  which  they  are 
now  enabled  to  spend  their  years  in  ease  and  com- 
fort. Of  their  union  one  daughter  has  been  born, 
Jennie  M. 

In  politics  Mr.  Warner  has  for  many  years  been 
a  faithful  follower  of  the  Democratic  party ;  and  as 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen  he  deserves  the 
res})ect  and  consideration  in  which  he  is  held  by 
all. 

eHARLES  H.  KENDRICK,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Lenawee  County,  and  a  resident  on 
section  28,  Blissfield  Township,  was  born  in 
Schlotheim,  Germany,  on  the  13th  of  December, 
1827.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Doretha 
Kendrick,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany 
where  the  mother  spent  her  entire  life.  The  father 
<ii«— ^ 


and  his  three  children  came  to  America  in  1843, 
and  settled  in  Macomb  County,  Mich.,  where  they 
lived  for  a  few  years  and  then  removed  to  New- 
port, where  he  bought  a  farm  and  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life.  The  names  of  the  children  are  : 
Heiu'ietta,  the  wife  of  Charles  Haghan,  who  lives  in 
Waverly,  Iowa;  Frederick  I).,  who  lives  in  Detroit, 
and  Charles  H.,  the  subject  of  this  biography. 

Charles  H.  Kendrick  attended  school  quite 
steadil}^  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  then 
began  work  in  a  rope  factory,  where  his  wages 
amounted  to  about  fifty  cents  per  week.  He  was 
in  his  sixteenth  year  when  he  came  to  America  with 
his  father,  and  upon  his  arrival  went  to  work  in  a 
sawmill  in  Macomb  County,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years  and  then  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker.  He  did  not  like  that  occupation,  and 
after  working  three  months,  went  to  Canada  and 
staid  two  or  three  months,  and  then  returned  to 
Macomb  Countjs  where  he  remained  until  1846.  In 
that  year  he  came  to  Lenawee  County,  where  he  ar- 
rived without  money  enough  to  buy  a  meal,  but 
very  soon  procured  work  at  $6  per  month,  and 
he  continued  thus  employed  at  various  occupations 
for  three  years,  by  which  time  he  had  earned  suffi- 
cient money  to  purchase  forty  acres  of  land,  which 
is  now  included  in  his  present  homestead.  This 
land  at  the  time  was  heavily  covered  with  timber, 
and  he  paid  16.25  per  acre  for  it.  He  continued 
to  work  for  other  parties,  excepting  in  the  winter 
season,  when  he  engaged  in  deadening  and  clearing 
the  timber  from  his  own  land.  He  built  a  log  house 
on  the  place  in  which  he  settled  at  the  time  of  mar- 
riage and  which  the  family  occupied  a  number  of 
years. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1851,  Mr.  Kendrick  was 
married  to  Maria  Austin,  who  was  born  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1823.  They 
have  had  six  children,  four  living,  viz:  Etta,  the 
wife  of  Ruel  Payne,  a  farmer  near  Blissfield  ;  Emma; 
Cicero,  who  married  Irene  Beach  and  assists  in  car- 
rying on  the  home  place,  and  Jennie.  The  deceased 
were  Charles  W.  and  Mary  M.  Mrs.  Kendrick's 
father,  Isaac  Austin,  was  born  in  Maine,  and  after- 
ward removed  to  Vermont,  where  he  worked  upon 
a  farm.  He  went  to  New  York  from  Vermont, 
married,  and  resided  there  until  1840,  when  he  came 
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to  Michigan  and  })ought  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Palmyra  Township,  on  which  he  resided  for  a  few 
years.  He  then  sold  that  property  and  bought  land 
in  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  28,  Blissfield  Township,  and  cleared  a  farm 
from  the  wilderness,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Kendrick,  was  Louisa  Pierce,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  State,  while  her  father  was  Daniel 
Pierce,  a  native  of  Vermont.  He  removed  from 
that  State  to  New  York,  and  then  to  Michigan,  and 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  with  his  children  in 
Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  Kendrick's  industry  has  been  richly  rewarded, 
and  he  now  has  1 20  acres  of  as  fine  farm  land  as 
lies  in  any  part  of  Michigan,  and  the  buildings 
which  he  has  erected  for  the  comfort  of  his  family 
and  the  shelter  of  his  domestic  animals  are  models 
of  their  kind.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kendrick  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
they  are  of  excellent  standing.  Mr.  Kendrick  acts 
and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  does  not 
sacrifice  any  time  that  would  be  valuable  for  busi- 
ness or  social  affairs  to  politics. 


j  OBERT  BOYD  is  a  general  farmer,  residing 
,|^,  on  section  6,  Raisin  Township,  wiiere  he  oc- 
/ll  m|  cupies  a  pleasant  rural  home,  and  is  com- 
^^fortably  surrounded.  His  farm  is  con- 
ducted after  the  most  improved  methods  of  agri- 
culture, and  he  has  displayed  excellent  taste  and 
judgment  in  the  details  of  improvement  about  the 
place.  Mr.  Boyd  is  a  native  of  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  where  he  was  born  in  January,  1831,  and 
resided  until  he  reached  nu.nhood  and  was  married. 
In  November,  1850,  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
Mr.  Boyd  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Preston,  who 
was  also  born  in  1831,  in  the  same  county.  Her 
parents  died  when  she  was  quite  a  small  child,  and 
she  was  reared  to  womanhood  by  strangers.  After 
the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  set 
out  for  the  New  World,  arriving  in  this  country  in 
1852.  Immediately  upon  arrival  at  New  York,  he 
started  for  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  located  at 
Tecumseh,  but  after  landing  at  this  place,  he  made 


the  unwelcome  discover}'  that  he  had  but  one  cent 
left.  However  discouraging  the  circumstances  and 
surroundings  were,  he  did  not  feel  cast  down, 
but  immediately  sought  employment  of  the  farmers 
throughout  the  surrounding  country,  and  was 
successful.  The  first  work  he  secured  was  to  drive 
an  ox-team,  the  first  he  had  ever  seen,  and  he  soon 
found  himself  in  trouble.  When  about  to  make  his 
first  attempt,  he  inquired  of  the  owner  for  a  pair  of 
lines  with  which  to  guide  them.  He  was  not  accom- 
modated with  these  articles,  but  being  left  to  his 
own  resources  he  soon  mastered  the  art  of  driving- 
oxen  without  lines.  He  lived  in  Tecumseh  for  some 
time,  and  finally  purchased  his  first  land  in  Raisin 
Township,  which  consisted  of  twenty-five  acres, 
about  four  years  after  he  arrived  in  the  county, 
while  he  is  now  the  owner  of  100  acres,  all  in  one 
body  on  section  6.  He  has  had  all  the  experiences 
of  a  pioneer,  even  if  he  did  not  become  a  citizen  of 
the  county  in  the  pioneer  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  living  are  Emma,  William,  Mag- 
gie and  Frank.  Emma,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of 
James  Smith,  and  they  live  near  Franklin  Centre, 
Lenawee  County.  In  the  year  1865  four  children — 
William,  Alfred,  David  and  Addie — died  of  diphthe- 
ria inside  of  two  weeks'  time.  One  other  child, 
Eliza,  by  name,  is  also  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  are  Protestants  in  their  re- 
ligious belief,  as  are  also  all  the  members  of  the 
family.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Boyd  acts  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  becom- 
ing an  office-seeker.  He  is  a  man  who  is  modest  in 
his  demeanor,  and  very  tolerant  of  the  ideas  of 
others.  He  is  an  excellent  neighbor,  and  enjoys  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  all  the  people  of  the  sur- 
rounding neighborhood. 


^       ESLIE  T.  GOFF,  of  Blissfield  Township,  was 

I  (^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  homestead  where  he  now^ 
/i^v^  resides,  April  1,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  this  county.  His  father  en- 
tered land  from  the  Government  at  $1.25  per  acre, 
which,  like  the  surrounding  country  at  that  time,  was 
a  dense  wilderness,  and  one  can  easily  imagine  that 
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the  present   beautiful  and  productive  farm   is   the 
result  of  long-continued  and  industrious  labor. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Sewell  S.  Goff,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Royalston,  Jan.  29,  1811,  whence,  in  early  manhood 
he  removed  to  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there,  in 
1829,  to  this  count3%  Here  he  entered  fort}^  acres 
of  land  on  section  20  of  what  is  now  Blissfield 
Township,  where  he  made  arrangements  to  establish 
a  permanent  home.  Soon  afterward  he  married  Mrs. 
Margaret,  widow  of  Samuel  Buck,  whose  husband 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county,  and  owned 
a  tra(;t  of  land  adjoining  that  of  Mr.  Golf.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Goff  began  life  together  in  a  log  house, 
which  they  occui)ied  many  years,  and  from  which 
they  removed  to  a  house  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
east  of  the  log  house.  They  finally  returned  to  the 
old  farm,  where  Mrs.  Margaret  Goff  departed  this 
life  May  31,  1839;  here  also  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject died  twenty- six  years  later,  on  the  23d  of  Jan- 
usiYy,  18G5.  Mr.  Goff  was  a  second  time  married, 
to  Miss  Lucy  Frary,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and 
who  Avas  born  in  New  York,  Feb.  5,  1820.  They 
were  the  daughters  of  David  Frary,  also  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Blissfield  Township.  Of  the  first  mar- 
riage there  were  born  three  children :  Warner  W. ; 
Almira,  who  became  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Bliss,  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  Adrian,  and  Sewell,  who  died  in 
infancy.  Of  the  second  marriage  there  were  four 
children,  three  now  living,  namely :  Philander,  who 
resides  with  his  brother;  Leslie  T.  of  our  sketch,  and 
John  A.,  a  resident  of  St.  Mary's. 

Our  snbject  was  reared  amid  the  scenes  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  completed  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school.  He  remained  under  the  home  roof 
until  the  death  of  his  parents,  and  was  first  married 
April  10,  1866,  to  Carrie  D.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Kellog;  by  her  he  had  two  children:  Lucy  Mabel, 
now  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Smith,  and  William  Herbert, 
who  lives  at  the  home  place  with  his  fathei*.  Mr. 
Goff  was  divorced  from  his  first  wife,  but  the  chil- 
dren continued  to  live  with  him.  On  the  28th  of 
January,  1878,  Mr.  Goff'  was  a  second  time  united 
in  marriage,  with  Miss  Clara  A.  LaBounty.  Mrs. 
Goff  was  born  in  Eeedtown,  Ohio,  Jan.  22,  1857, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Chancey  and  Eliza  LaBounty, 
who    are  living  in    ]*lissfield  Township.      Mr.    and 


Mrs.  Goff  have  one  (diild,  a  son  Charles,  born   July 
20,  1881. 

Our  subject  has  from  year  to  year  added  im- 
[)rovenients  to  the  old  homestead,  and  is  now  the 
proprietor  of  sixty-one  acres  of  valuable  land  under 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  possesses  all  the 
qualities  of  a  reliable  citizen,  and  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican. 


-^ 43-^ ^ 

I^LLIOT  R.  KILBURY  resides  on  section  21 
of  Cambridge  Township,  where  he  carries  on 
^  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  pur- 
chased this  place  in  1849,  when  it  was  but  slightly 
improved,  but  he  has  since  brought  it  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  has  now  a  tine  place  of 
about  1 80  acres  of  land  and  gives  most  of  his  attention 
to  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, Sept.  6,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard  Kil- 
bury,  who  was  the ison  of  Richard  Kilbury,  Sr.  The 
latter  was  a  Scotchman  who  came  from  his  native 
hills  to  the  United  States  and  made  his  home  in 
Ohio,  east  of  Cleveland,  where  he  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  blacksmithing  and  where  he  died.  He  mar- 
ried and  became  the  father  of  a  family  of  three  or 
four  children,  one  of  whom,  Richard,  Jr.,  was  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

When  quite  a  young  man  Richard,  Jr.,  left  the 
parental  roof,  removing  to  Vermont,  after  serving 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith's  trade.  While 
there  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucinda 
Johnson,  a  native  of  New  England,  and  some  years 
afterward  he  removt^d  to  Ohio,  where,  in  1832,  the 
parents  and  three  of  their  children  succumbed  to 
that  dread  scourge,  cholera.  In  consequence  of  this 
sorrowful  event,  Elliot  was  left  an  orphan  before  he 
was  six  years  old.  At  that  time  he  made  his  home 
with  Dr.  Baltes  Ruple,  a  stranger,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
removed  to  his  uncle's,  who  lived  near  Cleveland, 
and  there  attended  school  for  awhile,  after  which  he 
spent  some  five  summers  sailing  on  the  lakes.  At 
that  time  Chicago  was  but  a  hamlet  and  Toledo  was 
in  its  infancy.  While  thus  engaged  he  became  ac- 
(piainted  with  a  Ca|)t.  Case,  with  whom  he  came  to 
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ttie  then  new  township  of  Cambridge,  and  deciding 
to  locate  here  took  up  a  farm  and  commenced  to 
improve  it.  Feb.  10,  1851,  in  Cambridge  Town- 
ship, the  subject  of  this  notice  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Catharine  E.  Sheeler,  a  native  of 
Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  who  was  born  eJan.  13,  1830. 
She  is  the  oldest  child  of  George  and  Jane  (Onstead) 
Sheeler;  the  latter  is  now  deceased,  dying  June  27, 
1885.  The  father  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  first  settled  in  May,  1836.  Mrs. 
Kilbury  was  a  child  of  but  six  years  when  her  par- 
ents removed  to  this  State,  and  here  she  was  reared 
and  received  her  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  day.  Notwithstanding  the  lack  of  educational 
advantages  at  that  time  general  in  this  country, 
Mrs.  Kilbury,  by  dihgent  and  constant  labor,  suc- 
ceeded in  acquiring  a  good  education.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kilbury  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
only  one  of  whom  is  living — George  R.  The  others 
died  in  infancy,  except  Viola  J.,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Harvey  Griffin,  and  Perrie  Senia,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen. 

Mr.  Kilbury  and  his  wife  are  quite  prominent  in 
the  Grange  movement,  both  being  members  of 
Lodge  No.  279.  He  is  in  politics  a  Democrat,  and 
enjoying  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  years. 


^  OHN  CHRLSTOPHERS.  The  mercantile  in- 
terests of  Medina  and  vicinity  are  worthily 
represented  by  this  business-like  and  ener- 
getic citizen.  His  early  home  was  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  where  he  was  born  in  Huron  County, 
Dec.  6,  1822,  and  was  the  second  in  a  family  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  offspring  of  Dr. 
Richard  P.  and  Sarah  (Chapman)  Christophers,  na- 
tives of  Connecticut. 

Richard  P.  Christophers  was  born  Feb.  22,  1793, 
and  his  wife  March  14,  1791.  The  father  of  the 
latter  was  born  in  1757,  and  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
married  in  Perkins  Township,  Erie  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1818.  Richard  P.  Christophers  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability  and  obtained  a  college  educa- 


tion. Besides  having  been  graduated  from  Yale,  he 
also  took  a  full  course  in  a  medical  college  in  his  na- 
tive State  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  of 
Erie  (then  Huron)  County,  Ohio.  The  parents  spent 
their  last  years  in  that  State,  the  father  dying  near 
New  London  on  the  16th  of  August,  1829.  The 
mother  subsequently  made  her  home  with  her  chil- 
dren in  Belle vue,  where  her  death  took  place  March 
8,  1854. 

Our  subject  was  but  a  lad  of  seven  \'^ears  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death,  and  three  years  later  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  entering  the  employ  of  his 
uncle  at  Huron  Village.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
commenced  his  apprenticeship  at  the  tanner's  trade 
in  Bellevue,  Ohio,  at  which  he  served  seven  years, 
and  made  his  way  to  this  State  in  1 844,  in  company 
with  Charles  C.  Morse,  and  located  in  Medina 
Township,  where  he  continued  thirteen  years  en- 
gaged in  tanning.  In  1 857,  in  company  with  Charles 
C.  Morse,  of  Medina  Township,  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  Tififin  River  Mills,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  flour  and  lumber  until  1860. 
The  two  had  hitherto  owned  but  a  one-half  interest 
in  the  mills,  and  now  purchased  the  remaining  half. 
In  1873  Mr.  Christophers  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  this  to  the  sons  of  Mr.  Morse,  who  still  continue 
the  business ;  he  had  been  in  company  with  Charles 
C.  Morse  about  thirty  years. 

In  1876  Mr.  Christophers,  in  company  with  his 
old  partner,  Charles  C.  Morse,  Charles  Hamlin  and 
Rev.  H.  P.  Eldridge,  visited  the  Centennial  Expo- 
sition at  Philadelphia.  They  had  been  there  but  a 
short  time  when  Messrs.  Morse  and  Hamlin  were 
taken  ill  and  our  subject  returned  with  them  in 
September.  Later,  with  a  party  of  ten  he  retraced 
his  steps  and  made  an  extensive  trip  through  the 
East,  visiting  Washington,  D.  C,  Baltimore,  New 
York,  Brooklyn,  Coney's  Island,  Niagara  Ealls  and 
other  points  of  interest,  not  forgetting  the  tomb  of 
Wasliington  at  Mt.  Vernon.  The^^  also  visited  the 
city  of  Harrisburg,  and  returned  via  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Christophers,  now  quite  satisfied  with  his 
travels,  returned  to  Medina,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1877  he  purchased  a  stock  of  drugs  and  groceries 
and  built  up  a  good  trade.  Six  years  later  lie  put 
up  tlie  fine  brick  store  which  he  now  occupies,  and 


lenawp:e  county. 


93!    !l| 


here  he  carries  on  general  merchandising,  number- 
ing his  patrons  among  the  most  prominent  and  well- 
to-do  citizens  of  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  all  respects  a  representative  citizen. 
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OL.  NATHANIEL  BUEL    ELDREDGE   is 

perhaps  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  is  certainly  the  hero 
of  a  remarkably  interesting  history.  He  is  the  scion 
of  excellent  English  and  Welsh  ancestry,  who  lo- 
cated in  New  England  during  the  Colonial  days. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  it  is  be- 
lieved settled  in  Connecticut.  Among  his  sons  was 
Daniel,  who  was  born  Feb.  7.  1772,  and  in  early 
manhood  migrated  to  Vermont,  where  he  married 
Miss  Mehitable  Bristol  at  Sandgate.  That  same 
year,  with  his  young  bride,  he  moved  to  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  Nathaniel  B.  was  born  March 
28,  1813,  in  the  then  young  city  of  Auburn. 

Daniel  Eldredge,  although  just  commencing  life, 
and  endeavoring  to  build  up  a  farm  from  a  tract  of 
land  partially  uncultivated,  when  the  call  for  soldiers 
came  during  the  troubles  of  1812,  proffered  his 
services  as  a  Federal  soldier.  He  was  recognized 
as  one  eminently  competent  to  command,  and  was 
given  a  Captain's  commission,  and  led  his  company 
in  the  battle  at  Queenstown,  where  the  American 
arm}^,  under  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  was  taken  pris- 
oners. Their  release,  however,  was  effected  not 
long  afterward  upon  the  final  victory  of  the  Fed- 
eral troops. 

The  Eldredges  were  essentially  a  stirring,  ener- 
getic and  patriotic  set  of  men.  Daniel  Eldredge, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  Feb.  25,  1745,  commanded 
a  company  during  the  entire  Revolutionary  War, 
and  his  commission,  dated  Dec.  2,  1776,  and  signed 
by  John  Trumbull,  is  now  in  possession  of  his 
grandson,  Nathaniel  B.  His  wife  was  the  daughter 
of  Col.  8eth  Warner,  the  great  Indian  fighter  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  subject  of  this  history  received  an  academic 
education,  and  commenced  teaching  when  sixteen 
yeiirs  of  age,  which  piofession  he  followed  several 
^^ ^ 


winters.  He  was  an  uncommonly  bright  and  active 
youth,  and  at  this  time  was  appointed  a  cadet  to  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point  by  President 
Jackson,  but  was  obliged  to  decline  for  the  reason 
that  his  father  felt  unable  to  furnish  the  outfit. 
Four  years  later  he  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  the  instruction  of  his  brother,  Dr.  H.  D. 
Eldredge,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Fairfield,  N.  Y.  In  October  following,  he 
came  to  Oakland  County,  this  State,  which  was  then 
in  its  infancy,  and  from  1837  to  1843  engaged  hi 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  been  married  to  Miss  Jeanette  Patten,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  April 
21,  1839.  Mrs.  Eldredge  is  tlie  daughter  of  George 
Patten,  c)f  excellent  Scotch  birth  and  ancestry,  and 
who  for  many  years  carried  on  farming  extensively 
in  Commerce  Township,  Oakland  County. 

Our  subject,  who  was  then  called  Dr.  Eldredge, 
in  August,  1843,  removed  to  Lapeer,  and  in  com- 
pany with  Dr.  De  Laskie  Miller,  for  many  years  a 
Professor  in  Rush  Medical  College,  continued  the 
[)ractice  of  medicine  until  1852,  and  in  the  mean- 
time officiated  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  in  many  other  im- 
]:)ortant  positions.  In  1845  he  was  Clerk  of  the 
Senate,  and  in  1848  a  member  of  the  House.  He 
was  next  elected  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  of 
Lapeer  County,  during  which  time  Charles  M. 
Walker,  then  a  law  student,  was  his  clerk.  In  1853 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Lapeer,  and  served 
three  years.  The  following  year,  having  already 
become  vvell  versed  in  the  study  of  law,  he  was  ad- 
mitt(Kl  to  practice,  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  former  clerk,  CM.  Walker.  They  were  twice 
afterward,  and  while  partners,  opposing  candidates 
for  Prosecuting  Attorney,  but  retained  their  former 
friendship  and  united  interests. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  Nathaniel  B. 
Eldredge,  as  was  to  be  expected,  was  the  first  man 
who  enlisted  from  Lapeer  County,  and  his  partner, 
Mr.  Walker,  was  the  second.  Mr.  E.  raised  a  com- 
pany and  appointed  his  partner  Orderly  Sergeant. 
The  company  was  assigned  to  the  7th  Infantry,  and 
before  the  regiment  left  the  State,  in  September  fol- 
lowing, our  subject  was  promoted  Major,  and  C. 
M.    Wnlker   (Quartermaster.      Col.    Eldredge    par- 
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ticipated  with  his  regiment  in  the  affair  at  Balls 
Bluff  and  Edwards'  Ferry,  and  after  the  unfortun- 
ate events  which  followed,  wrote  a  letter  in  which 
he  severely  blamed  Gen.  Stone,  which  letter  was 
published  undesignedly,  and  for  which  Gen.  Stone 
ordered  the  offender's  arrest.  After  waiting  six 
weeks  for  his  trial.  Col.  Eldredge  resigned,  and  upon 
his  return  home  Gov.  Blair  first  appointed  him  a 
member  of  the  State  Military  Board,  and  in  April 
following,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  11th  In- 
fantry. 

Col.  Eldredge  joined  his  regiment  in  Tennessee, 
and  was  with  it  in  several  skirmishes  and  battles 
until  his  health  failed,  and  he  resigned  in  1863. 
Two  years  later  he  moved  to  Adrian,  and  with  his 
old  partner,  C.  M.  Walker,  commenced  the  practice 
of  law.  He  was  a  man  destined  always  to  public 
position,  and  in  1870  was  elected  Mayor  of  Adrian, 
to  be  honored  in  the  fall  following  as  the  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  party  for  Congress  in  the  district 
composed  of  Wayne,  Monroe,  Lenawee  and  Hills- 
dale Counties.  Iii  1874  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Lenawee  County.  In  1882  he  was  the  successful 
candidate  for  Congress,  and  was  re-elected  in  1884. 
His  term  ended  in  March,  1887. 

There  were  born  to  Col.  Eldredge  and  his  es- 
timable lady  seven  sons  and  four  daughters.  His 
eldest  son,  Lansingh  B.,  during  the  war  was  Major 
of  the  4th  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  after  its  close  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  Lapeer  County,  being  then  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  The  second  son,  Lewis  T., 
was  for  many  years  teller  and  book-keeper  for  the 
Lenawee  County  Savings  Bank,  and  subsequently 
became  book-keeper  for  the  hardware  establishment 
of  R.  J.  Jewell;  he  is  now  in  Lenawee  County. 
Dan  B.,  in  1879,  was  appointed  Station  Master  and 
Freight  Agent  at  Quincy  for  the  Lake  Shore  cfe 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  is  now  cashier  of 
that  road  in  Buffalo;  George  EL,  a  portrait  painter 
of  rare  merit,  is  now  here;  John  B.  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  a  coppersmith,  and  is  now  As- 
sistant Postmaster  in  Adrian.  The  youngest  son, 
David  D.,  is  in  Buffalo  in  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad 
employ.  The  two  daughters  were  named  respectively 
Louisa  A.  and  Ella.  The  elder  resides  at  home ;  the 
younger  is  the  wife  of  William  P.  Smith,  of  Ionia 
County.     The  wife  and  daughters  have  been  regular 
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attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  many 
years,  and  the  Colonel  contributes  liberally  to  the 
support  of  this  church,  although  not  himself  a 
member. 

Col.  Eldredge  came  to  Michigan  about  the  time 
of  its  transformation  from  a  Territory  to  a  State, 
and  when  it  contained  about  110,000  inhabitants. 
It  was  then  represented  in  Congress  by  one  member 
only,  and  the  development  of  its  great  resources  had 
scarcely  begun.  He  has  watched  the  growth  of 
this  fine  section  of  country  under  the  hands  of  the 
brave  sons  of  toil,  and  has  seen  it  steadily  advanc- 
ing until  it  has  become  a  commonwealth  of  which 
the  pioneers  are  justly  proud.  Under  the  encour- 
agement and  labors  of  such  men  as  the  subject  of 
this  history,  it  now  possesses  a  school  system  equal 
to  any  in  the  United  States,  with  a  University  famil- 
iarly known  ail  over  the  land,  and  unexcelled  in 
wealth  b}^  any  State  in  the  Union.  It  numbers  now 
at  least  2,000,000  inhabitants,  with  eleven  Members 
of  Congress,  and  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  leading 
sisterhood  in  the  Northwest. 


^^  1 0HN  G.  MILLER,  one  of  the  very  success- 
ful and  energetic  farmers  of  this  county,  re- 
sides on  section  22,  Macon  Township,  where 
he  has  a  homestead  of  100  acres  of  fine  land, 
with  his  residence  on  Lake  Ridge,  and  also  owns 
forty  acres  on  section  14.  Mr.  Miller  came  to  this 
county  in  1854,  and  settled  on  what  was  then  a 
wilderness  in  Macon  Township.  He  is  a  living 
example  of  what  industry  and  energy  will  accom- 
plisli,  as  he  began  a  poor  man  and  is  now^,  by  his  own 
efforts,  in  possession  of  a  good,  comfortable  home. 
Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Bavaria,  German}^  Nov. 
29,  1824,  where  he  remained  till  twenty-three  years 
of  age.  In  1847  he  accompanied  his  parents,  George 
and  Dorothea  (Englehart)  Miller,  to  America,  where 
after  a  voyage  of  eight  weeks  they  all  landed  in 
Quebec,  Canada,  and  thence  made  their  way  to  the 
United  States,  locating  on  a  farm  of  forty-four 
acres  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  After  spending 
two  years  th(U'e  our  subject  set  out  on  his  own 
account,  going  to  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  where  he 
rented  a  farm,  and   in  two  and  one-half  years  ac- 
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cumulated  some  $700.  He  then  joined  his  parents 
in  Ohio,  and  all  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
land  in  Macon  Township,  where  the  parents  lived 
until  their  death,  at  the  ages  of  eighty-four  and 
eighty  respectively. 

John  G.,  our  subject,  was  the  only  son,  and  had 
five  sisters,  all  but  one  of  whoui  are  now  living,  and 
are  married  to  the  following-named  gentlemen : 
David  Eastlick,  John  Bachman,  John  Hahn  and 
Fred  Miller. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  in  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio,  in  1848,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Caroline 
Deniger,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in 
1827.  When  but  a  child  she  was  bereft  by  death 
of  her  mother,  and  this  was  followed  soon  after  by 
the  death  of  her  other  parent.  Some  time  afterward 
she  came  with  the  Miller  family  to  the  United 
States,  and  located  with  them  in  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  She  became  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  dead;  the  living  are:  Fred, 
who  married  Miss  Emma  Karcher,  and  lives  with 
her  father;  Carrie,  Mrs.  Henry  Smith,  of  Muskegon; 
Mich.;  Edward,  who  married  Maggie  Quin,  and 
lives  in  Clare,  Clare  Co.,  Mich.;  and  Leonard,  who 
is  at  home.  The  deceased  were  Maggie,  Katie, 
Christie  and  Mary.  The  first  two  lived  to  be  mar- 
ried. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.     In  politics  Mr.  M.  is  a  Democrat. 

HILLIP  WAREHAM.  One  of  the  most 
valuable  and  highly  improved  farms  of 
Lenawee  County  is  owned  and  cultivated 
by  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  is  located  in  Woodstock  Township, 
where  he  owns  135  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
has  occupied  his  present  residence  since  18G0,  and 
as  the  result  of  his  industry  and  perseverance  he 
has  accumulated  a  competency  which  he  ma}-  now 
enjoy. 

Mr.   AV^areham  was  born  in  Cumberland  County, 

Pa.,  Nov.    12,   1807,  and  is  the  son  of  Phillip  and 

Mary    (Jolinson)    AVareham,     the    former  l)orn  in 

(  umberland  (^)unty,  while  the  mother  was  a  native 
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of  Ireland,  where  she  was  born  in  County  Fer- 
managh. Phillip  Wareham,  Sr.,  was  by  trade  a 
blacksmith,  but  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  and  spending  his  life  in  his  native  State, 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  The  decease  of 
his  wife  occurred  when  she  was  about  sixty-two 
years  of  age.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Phillip  Wareham,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
immigrated  into  the  United  States  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  settled  bi  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  until  his  death  at  the  home  of  the  father  of 
oui'  subject  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  His 
wife,  Betsey  Hanes,  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land 
fifteen  years. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
eight  children,  of  whom  but  two  are  now  living. 
Johnson,  the  other  living  member,  is  a  resident  of 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  his  occupation 
of  a  carpenter.  Phillip  Wareham  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  attending  the  district  school  in  winter  un- 
til he  became  able  to  handle  a  flail,  and  remained 
engaged  on  the  home  farm  until  twenty-four  years 
of  age.  From  that  time  until  he  reached  his  thirty- 
first  year  he  was  variously  engaged  in  that 
neighborhood,  and  he  then  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  operated  a  farm  on  shares.  He 
continued  thus  engaged  until  the  fall  of  1848,  when 
he  removed  to  Eaton  County,  this  State,  and  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land  with  the  money  he  had 
saved  while  farming  rented  land.  He  made  this 
his  residence  until  1860,  clearing  his  farm  and 
bringing  it  to  a  good  state  of  improvement,  build- 
ing a  log  cabin  and  barns.  He  finally  sold  this 
farm  and  removed  to  Woodstock  Township,  where 
he  purchased  his  present  property. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1830,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel,  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Rachel  (McNeil)  Dewey.  She  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county  as  her  husband,  and  was 
born  Feb.  29,  1808.  Her  parents  were  agriculturists 
by  occupation  and  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  they  reared  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  all  are  now  deceased.  The  wife  of 
our  subject  passed  away  at  her  home  in  this  county 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1875.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  cliildren,  namely:  Theodore,  Ilamil- 
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ton,  Phillip,  John  C,  David  P.,  Margaret  C.  and 
Johnson.  Theodore  was  born  in  Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  Oct.  31,  1831,  and  married  Miss 
Nancy  Brown,  who  has  borne  him  two  children; 
their  elder  daughter  married  E.  Holland,  and  has 
five  children;  Hamilton  was  born  April  7,  1834, 
and  married  Miss  Julia  E.  Delany;  they  had  a 
family  of  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased ; 
their  eldest  daughter  became  the  wife  of  E.  Spauld- 
ing  and  has  three  children.  Phillip  was  born  April 
28,  1836,  and  married  Miss  Catherine  A.  Casey; 
John  C.  was  born  Oct.  7,  1838,  and  married  Vina 
Holmes,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  one  of 
whom  is  deceased;  David  P.  was  born  May  23, 
1841,  and  died  June  21,  1861;  Margaret  C.  was 
born  June  10,  1843,  became  the  wife  of  J.  N. 
Mikesell,  and  died  March  2,  1863;  Johnson  was 
born  Sept.  19,  1845,  and  married  Miss  Hattie  Hol- 
land, who  was  born  Aug.  26,  1846;  they  have  two 
children:  Percy  E.,  who  was  born  Jan.  4,  1871, 
and  Bertha  M.,  April  21,  1876. 

Mr.  Wareham  resides  with  his  son,  but  still  owns 
the  farm,  and  in  his  old  age  retains  in  a  great  de- 
gree his  mental  and  physical  faculties.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat  and  is  unswerving  in  his  princi- 
ples. He  is  not  very  much  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject, however,  but  he  regularly  records  his  vote  for 
the  party  of  his  choice,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Andrew  Jackson.  While  a  resident  of  Eaton 
County,  Mich.,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Cannel 
Township,  and  held  the  ofiice  four  years. 

^  LBERT  HUMPHREY  BUMP,  8r.,  is  well 
(@^|     known      throughout    this    and    adjoining 

l/rilJ  comities  as  a  pioneer,  who  made  his  home 
^  in  Southern  Michigan  in   the  early  days  of 

its  settlement,  and  has  since  witnessed  its  wonderful 
development.  In  nothing  has  the  progress  of  the 
country  and  times  been  more  marked  than  in  the 
modes  of  traveling.  When  he  first  came  here  the 
only  means  of  transportation  was  by  means  of  wag- 
ons drawn  by  horses,  or  more  commonly  b}-  oxen, 
over  exceedingly  rough  roads,  sometimes  rendered 
almost  impassable  by  mud,  so  that  the  advent  of  the 
lirst  railway  into  Michigan,  although  it  was  of  the 


most  primitive  construction,  was  a  great  event  in 
the  lives  of  the  early  settlers.  The  rails  were  of 
wood,  while  the  cars  were  drawn  by  horses,  and  our 
subject  proudly  handled  the  lines  of  the  horses  that 
drew  the  first  car  that  ever  came  into  Adrian  over 
that  road.  Mr.  Bump  was  born  in  Chatham,  Co- 
lumbia Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  29, 1818. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Bump, 
was  a  native  of  New  England,  and  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  in  Greenfield  and  improved  i\ 
farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Bartlett  Bump,  was  born  on 
his  father's  homestead  in  (Ireenfield,  and  there 
lived  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Chatham,  and  went  from  there  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  After  his  return  to  that 
place  when  the  war  had  closed,  he  married  Miss 
JMary  Swift,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  in  182;") 
they  removed  to  Wayne  County,  where  Mr.  Bum}) 
engaged  in  farming  on  shares.  In  March,  1833,  he 
came  to  Michigan,  where  he  made  his  liome  with 
George  Crane,  in  Palmyra  Township,  and  continued 
working  for  him  until  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way was  commenced  in  1834,  when  he  took  a  con- 
tract to  build  the  first  section  of  such  road  ever 
constructed  in  Michigan.  He,  however,  sublet  that 
contract,  and  in  1835  took  another,  to  construct 
three  miles  of  the  road  in  Palmyra  Township,  com- 
pleting it  in  1836.  In  1837  he  removed  to  Hills- 
dale County,  and  buying  a  tract  of  timber  land  in 
Wheatland  Township  resided  there  until  his  death. 
He  had  in  the  meantime  cleared  a  fine  farm,  and 
erected  good  buildings  to  take  the  place  of  the  rude 
log  house  in  which  his  family  first  lived  when  the}^ 
settled  there.  To  him  and  his  wife  w^ere  born  foui* 
children,  namely :  Albert  H.,  Barbara  A.,  Charles 
and  Benjamin  F.  Barbara  married  J.  F.  Taylor, 
of  Wheatland:  Ciiarles  lives  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
Benjamin  F.  resides  on  the  farm  where  he  was 
born,  in  Wheatland.  Mr.  Bump's  death  occurred 
in  August,  1887,  he  having  attained  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years.  He  and  his  wife  enjoyed  the 
respect  of  all  in  the  community  as  people  of  genu- 
ine worth. 

The    subject  of  this  sketch  was  fifteen  years  old 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this    county,  and 
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lived   with   Mr.  Crane  in  Palmyra    Township   until    i 
he  was  twenty-one   years  of  age,  when  he  received 
from  him  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in  the   town- 
ship of  Wheatland,  section  35.     In  the  fall  of  1836 
the  cars  began  to  ran  from  Toledo  to  Adrian,  and, 
as  we  have  before  said,  were  drawn  by  horses,  which 
were  changed  three   times    on    the    trip.     The  first 
cars    that    passed   over  the  railway  carried  the  offi- 
cials, and  our  subject   met   the  train  three  and  one- 
half  miles  from  Adrian  with  a    pair  of  Mr.  Crane's    | 
horses,  which  he  attached  to  the  train  and  drew  it 
into  Adrian.      Mr.  Bump  immediately  took  posses-    ; 
sion  of  the  land  which  his  employer  liad  given  liim    ! 
and  erected  a  log  honse,  into  which  he  brought  his 
bride,    and    there   his   children    were     born.       He    \ 
cleared  about  sixty   acres   of  the  land  and  erected 
frame   buildings,  but  in   1870  he  sold  out    and    re-    i 
moved  to  Medina   Township,  in  this  county,  where 
he  bought  a  fine  farm  of  120  acres,  and  resided  there    ; 
prosperously   engaged    in    farming  for  some  years.    | 
In    1 888    he    had   a  good  opportunity  to  exchange 
that   property  for  his  present  farm  on  section  10  of 
Hudson  Township.     This  is  very  finely  located,  adr 
mirably  adapted  to  all  farming   purposes,   and   has 
an  ample  set  of  buildings,  while   everything  about 
the  place  shows  good  management   on  the  po^t  of 
the  owner.     All    his   prosperity  he  owes  to  well-di- 
rected energy  and  economy,  and  sound  judgment  on 
all  matters  pertaining  to  his  line  of  business. 

Mr.  Bump  was  first  married,  in  November,  1842, 
to  Fanny,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Vaughn)  Hawkins.  She  was  born  in  Oxfordshire,  | 
England,  in  1818,  and  came  to  America  in  18;)-').  ' 
The  parents  settled  near  Rochester,  where  her  father  ' 
died,  and  the  mother  died  in  Hillsdale  Count}^  at  i 
the  home  of  our  subject.     Mrs.  Bump  died  in  May,    I 

1871,  and  left  to  mourn  their  loss  six  children:  | 
Bartlett  H.,  George  H.,  Albert  H.,  May  E.,  Emma  I 
J.  and  Ellen  C.  Bartlett  resides  in  Wheatland;  i 
George  and  Albert  in  Hudson;  May,  Mrs.  Denni- 
son,  in  Muskegon;  Emma,  Mrs.  Trumbull,  in  Hud-  \ 
son,  and  Ellen,  Mrs.  Helmie,  in  Wheatland. 

Mr.  Bump's  second    marriage  occurred  Aug.  13, 

1872,  with  Rebecca  A.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  i 
Plattsburg,  Clinton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  19,  1817,  and  i 
was  the  daughter  of  Levi  and  Rebecca  (Watrous)  j 
Nich<jls.      Slie    had  been     previously     married    to   | 

-^ ^ 


Thomas  C.  Smith,  who  died  in  New  York  in  1860, 
leaving  four  children,  namely:  Cornelia  M.,  Harvey 
T.,  Eugene  and  Levi  N.  Cornelia,  now  Mrs.  Half, 
lives  in  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.  Harve}^  and  Levi 
live  in.Mt.  Pleasant,  Isabella  Co.,  Mich.,  and  Eu- 
gene lives  in  IMed'ina  Township.  Mrs.  Bump  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  three  sons,  in  the  year  1862, 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Medina. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bump  are  passing  their  lives  quietly 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  serene  old  age,  surrounded 
by  many  friends,  by  whom  they  are  held  in  the 
highest  regard  and  esteem  for  their  true  worth  and 
integrity. 

^-^^ ^ 


f/f^  TEPHEN  M.  MEAD.     The  State  of  Michi- 
^^^    gan  is  noted  all  over  the  country  for  its  hos- 
liLc-J^   pitable  people,  and  this  reputation  has  been 
well  earned,  as  any    stranger   who    travels 
through  the  State  must  concede.     As  a  representa- 
tive of  these  hospitable  people  in  Lenawee  County, 
the  subject  of  this  sketcli    stands    prominent.     He 
was  born  in  Lanesboro,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  on  the 
18th  of  September,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Seymour 
Mead,  wlio  was  born  in   the  same    town    Nov.   11, 
1789,  and  the  grandson  of  Stephen  Mead,  who  was 
born   in  the  locality  known  as  Ilorseneck,  near  the 
line  separating   the   States   of  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Mead  traces  his  ancestry  to  William  Mead, 
who  was  born  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  in  1641,  and  had 
a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  son 
Ebenezer  was  born  in  1663,  nnd  marrying  Sarah 
Knapp,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  had  two  children: 
Ebenezer,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  25,  1692,  and  married 
Hannah  Brown,  and  their  son  Caleb  married  Han- 
nali  Bunnell,  who  had  three  children.  Their  son 
Stephen,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  on  the  2d  of  March,  1741,  married 
Ehzabeth  llolley,  and  removed  to  Lanesboro  in 
1766,  in  the  settlement  of  which  place  he  was  a  pio- 
neer. This  journey  they  made  on  horseback,  when 
the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
but  two  years  of  age,  and  was  carried  in  his  moth- 
ers arms.  The  great-grandfather  bought  quite  a 
tract  of  timber  laud  about  one  mile  from   the    vil- 
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lage  of  Lanesboro,  which  he  cleared  and  cultivated, 
and  made  his  home  until  his  death;  it  is  now  owned 
by  a  cousin  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  named 
William  Mead.  The  grandfather  resided  on  that 
farm  until  he  died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
seven  years,  and  the  father,  Seymour  Mead,  was 
reared  at  the  old  homestead,  and  followed  farming 
there  for  many  years.  He  and  his  father  and 
brothers  built  a  woolen-mill  near  the  old  homestead, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  besides 
which  they  operated  a  marble  quarry,  doing  an  ex- 
tensive business.  He  remained  a  resident  there  un- 
til 1847,  when  he  sold  his  interest  and  removed  to 
Willoughby,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1851,  and 
then  came  toBlissfield  and  remained  until  his  death, 
on  the  16th  of  March,  1869.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Lucy  Mason,  who  was  born  in  Lanes- 
boro, Mass.,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1798. 
There  were  five  children,  as  follows:  D.  R.  died 
in  Pittslield;  Mary  is  the  widow  of  D.  8.  Harring- 
ton, and  lives  in  Bangor,  Mich.;  Stephen  M.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  8.  Lafayette  and  George  A. 
r.  died  in  Blissfield.  The  wife's  fatht^r,  Reu- 
ben Mason,  was  born  Sept.  12,  1773,  and  married 
Mary  Piatt,  who  was  born  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1779.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Mead 
died  in  Blissfield  on  the  1st  of  May,  1875. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  common 
schools  in  the  winter  season,  and  during  the  spring 
and  summer  months  assisted  his  father  in  various 
ways.  Before  the  days  of  railroads,  he  teamed  to 
Albany  and  other  towns,  and  in  1840  drove  a  stage 
from  Lanesboro  across  the  Hoosac  Mountains.  He 
lived  in  Lanesboro  until  1860,  and  then  went  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  drove  a  stage  for  the 
greater  part  of  two  years,  and  then  took  employ- 
ment on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad,  and  remained 
with  that  company  for  twenty-six  years.  He  was 
first  a  brakeman  on  the  gravel  train,  and  was  pro- 
moted from  that  to  the  various  grades,  until  he 
reached  the  position  of  conductor  of  a  passenger 
train,  in  which  capacity  he  served  twenty-one  years, 
running  between  Cleveland,  Erie  and  Buffalo.  In 
1878  he  resigned  his  position,  and  coming  to  Bliss- 
field, settled  on  his  present  fai*m,  to  which  he  has 
devoted  his  attention  ever  since. 

Mr.  Mead  was   first  married  on  the  5th  of  Octo- 
^m  


ber,  1842,  to  Harriet  Garlick,  who  was  born  at 
Lanesboro,  Mass.,  April  18,  1824,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eli  Garlick;  she  died  in  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
Sept.  20,  1846.  They  had  one  child,  D wight  S., 
who  now^  lives  in  Blissfield.  Mr.  Mead's  second 
marriage  was  on  the  30th  of  May,  1848,  with 
Minerva  S.  Humphrey,  who  w^as  born  in  Lanesboro, 
Mass.,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1829.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Reuben  Humphrey,  of  Hallo  well.  Me., 
who  was  born  in  1808,  and  his  father  was  Aaron 
Humphrey,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled 
in  Maine.  He  was  an  Episcopal  ministei-,  and 
preached  in  various  places,  and  finally  died  at 
Beloit,  Wis.,  Avhen  ninety-two  years  of  age.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Mead  was  a  shoemaker,  and  has  al- 
ways followed  his  occupation;  he  still  lives  in  Lanes- 
boro. His  wife  was  Adah  Ann  Butler,  of  Lanesboro, 
daughter  of  Silas  Butler  of  the  same  count}^  He 
owned  a  woolen-mill,  and  died  in  North  Adams  in 
the  ninety-first  year  of  his  age.  Mrs.  Mead's  pa- 
ternal grandmother  was  Shoal  Libby,  who  died  at 
Bek)it,  Wis.,  and  her  maternal  grandmother  was 
Adah  Piatt,  who  died  in  Lanesboro,  in  herseventy- 
irtghth  year.  Mr.  Mead's  brother  George  was  born 
in  Lanesboro,  Oct.  16,  1826,  and  went  to  Wil- 
lotql^by,  Ohio,  with  an  elder  sister  in  1840.  In 
1851  he  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1 875.  Lafayette  was  educated  for  a  teacher,  and 
engaged  in  that  occupation  for  seven  years  at  Ded- 
ham,  Mass.,  and  afterward  for  thirteen  years  in 
Nantucket,  Mass.  He  came  to  Blissfield  in  1865, 
where  he  died  on  the  24th  of  August,  1869. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead's  only  child,  Carrie  S.,  was 
born  on  the  21stof  March,  1849,  and  died  Dec.  16, 
1877,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  buried  at  Bliss- 
field. Mrs.  Mead  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  with  which  she  united  when  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland.  Mr.  Mead  joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  in 
Massachusetts  in  the  year  1840,  and  is  now  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  Blissfield  Lodge  No.  258. 
He  owns  two  farms,  one  in  Riga  Township,  of  110 
acres,  and  the  farm  on  which  he  lives,  which  con- 
tains 100  acres.  He  purchased  this  land  in  1859, 
when  it  was  wholly  covered  with  trees  and  under- 
growth, but  while  living  in  Cleveland  he  had  the 
timber  removed  and   has  since    thoroughly  under- 
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drained  it  with  tile.  The  farm  joins  th(^  villaoe  of 
Biissiield,  and  is  considered  very  vahiable.  The 
buildings  Avhich  he  has  erected  upon  it  are  modern 
in  every  respect,  and  arranged  for  convenience  and 
comfort.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead  is  a 
very  hospitable  one,  and  they  take  great  delight  and 
pleasure  in  entertaining  their  friends  in  a  right  royal 
manner.  On  account  of  the  genial  disposition  of 
both,  they  are  popular  with  the  people  of  all  classes. 


<B= 
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jpNDREW  TAYLOR.      One    of    the    finest 
oil    farms  in  Rome   Township,  located  on  sec- 


tion 8,  and  comprising  eighty  acres  of  land, 
^J  is  the  property  of  an  early  pioneer  of  this 

county,  who  came  to  Michigan  before  it  had  been 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  He  arrived 
here  in  the  spring  of  1835,  and  a  few  months  later 
purchased  the  land  which  has  since  been  in  his  pos- 
session and  which,  after  years  of  industrious  labor, 
he  converted  into  a  beautiful  and  valuable  home- 
stead. Here  he  still  resides,  retired  from  the  act- 
ive duties  of  life,  and  is  enjoying,  as  he  deserves, 
the  ease  and  comfort  which  he  honestly  earned. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  26,  1814,  and  is  the 
son  of  Ichabod  and  Zady  (Stilson)  Taylor,  natives 
of  Connecticut.  The  father  w^as  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  after  marriage  removed  with  his  lit- 
tle family  to  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
death  took  place  when  he  was  fifty-seven  years  of 
age.  The  mother  died  six  years  previously  and 
was  fifty-four  at  the  time  of  her  decease.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  Andrew  being 
among  the  youngest. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Andrew  Taylor  were 
spent  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons  whose 
education  was  conducted  in  the  district  school. 
Soon  after  reaching  his  majority,  and  realizing  the 
fact  that  he  must  depend  upon  himself  in  the  future, 
he  made  his  way  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
was  first  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  in  Tecumseh 
Township.  The  next  year  he  rented  a  tract  of  land, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  year  purchased  a 
quarter  section,  which  is  now  included  in  his  present 
farm.  On  the  7th  of  March,  1838,  he  was  married  to 
-^ ^ 


JNIiss  Jemima  Rogers,  and  the  young  people  began 
life  together,  in  accordance  with  their  means,  on  the 
new  farm.  They  were  prospered  in  their  labors  of 
building  up  a  homestead,  and  became  the  parents  of 
the  following-named  children,  six  of  whom  are  still 
living:  George,  Edwin,  Jeanette,  Minerva,  Hiram, 
Frank  and  Cornelia.  Mrs.  Jemima  Taylor  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Rome  Township,  Dec.  23, 
1 857,  at  the  age  of  forty  3^ears.  Mr.  Taylor,  in  1 860, 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Charity  M.  (Palmer)  Stearns, 
of  Rome,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Baird  E.,  who  is  now  married  and  the  father  of  two 
children. 

Mr.  Taylor  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Jackson,  and  has  usually  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket,  but  is  mainly  independent,  aiming  to  support 
the  best  men  for  office.  He  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  township  affairs,  and  held  various  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  rendered  substan- 
tial assistance  in  building  the  Baptist  Church  edi- 
fice at  Rome.  He  has  given  much  attention  to  the 
embellishment  of  his  home,  which,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  features 
in  the  landscape  of  Rome  Township,  being  sup- 
plied with  substantial  buildings  and  a  choice  as- 
sortment of  live  stock,  while  everything  about  the 
premises  is  carefully  attended  to. 

l/OHN  L.  MATTHES,  an  experienced  and 
successful  contractor  and  builder,  has  pur- 
sued his  calling  among  the  people  of  Adrian 
for  many  years,  during  which  time  he  has  built 
up  a  handsome  home  and  accumulated  acompetencj^ 
for  his  old  age.  He  is  a  native  of  a  far  country,  hav- 
ing been  born  across  the  sea  in  the  little  Kingdom  of 
Bavaria,  Oct.  12,  1824.  In  the  twenty -third  year 
of  his  age  he  set  out  for  the  United  States,  and  soon 
after  landing  in  New  York  City  made  his  way  to 
Monroe  County,  Mich.,  where  he  began  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade.  At  this  he  employed  him- 
self in  the  city  of  Monroe  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  came 
to  Adrian,  and  for  eleven  years  thereafter  operated 
a  sash  factory. 

Mr.  Matthes,  upon  disposing  of  this  business,  was 
#^ 
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employed  as  a  carpenter  by  John  Towsand,  on  tlio 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Soutliern  Hail  way,  and 
when  tliis  contract  expired  retnrned  to  his  trade, 
and  not  long  afterward  was  entirely  employed  as  a 
contractor  and  bnilder.  He  possessed  much  natu- 
ral genins,  and  this,  together  with  his  excellent  busi- 
ness capacities,  contributed  to  make  him  a  first- 
class  workman,  upon  whom  the  people  could  depend, 
and  a  business  man  whose  word  could  be  relied  on. 
He  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  self-made  man,  as  he 
commenced  in  life  dependent  upon  his  own  efforts. 
He  has  reared  a  large  family,  educated  his  children 
properly,  and  occupies  an  enviable  social  and  finan- 
cial position  among  the  intelligent  people  of  a 
thriving  and  populous  city. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Godfrey  and  Mar- 
garet (Meyer)  Matthes,  were  also  of  German  birth 
and  parentage,  and  the  father  carried  on  farming 
in  a  modest  manner  in  his  native  kingdom,  where 
he  died  when  our  subject  was  less  than  two  years 
old.     The  mother  also  died  in  Bavaria,  in  1843. 

John  Matthes,  after  coming  to  the  United  States, 
was  married,  in  1847,  to  one  of  his  own  country- 
women, Miss  Margaret  Kaumeier,  with  whom  he  be- 
came acquainted  in  Monroe  County,  this  State. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eleven  children, 
namely:  John  L.,  John  Godfrey,  Margaret  (*., 
C.  Frederick,  Catharine,  Mary,  William,  Emily, 
Herman,  Louisa  and  August.  John  L.,  Margaret 
and  Emily  are  deceased!  The  family  residence  is 
pleasantly  located  on  Front  street,  and  its  inmates 
enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. 
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ON.  ORSON  GREEN.  The  essential  points 
i)  in  the  life  historj^  of  this  popular  and  well- 
y  known  resident  of  Lenawee  County  are 
mainly  as  follows:  A  native  of  Palmyra, 
Ontario  (now  Wayne)  Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  was  born  on 
.the  5th  of  March,  1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Ephraim 
Green,  Esq.,  of  New  England  birth  and  parentage. 
Ephraim  Green  was  born  in  the  town  of  Thompson, 
Conn.,  and  there  passed  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
migrating  to  the  P^mpire  State  when  a  young  man 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  uncul- 
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tivated  land,  from  which  he  built  up  a  good  home- 
stead and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Ei)hraim  Green,  after  his  removal  to  Western 
New  York,  was  married  in  Ontario  County,  in  1790, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Claghorn,  who  became  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  five  boys  and  four  girls,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Ontario  County  when  sixty-three  years 
of  age.  The  elder  Green  was  a  man  of  much  force 
of  character  and  decided  views,  an  old-line  Whig, 
politically,  and  an  anti-Mason.  He  was  Captain  of 
Militia  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  filled  the  vari- 
ous offices  in  the  township  where  he  settled.  Both 
parents  were  devout  Christian  people,  the  father 
belonging  to  the  Baptist  and  the  mother  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Orson  Green  continued  on  the  home  farm  until 
reaching  his  majority,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools,  while  he  inherited  in  a  marked 
degree  the  intelligence  and  decided  traits  of  charac- 
ter of  both  parents.  April  10,  1833,  he  left  the 
Empire  State,  and  landed  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan on  the  6tli  of  May  following,  having  walked 
the  entire  distance,  stopping  first  near  the  embryo 
town  of  Palmyra.  Thence  a  few  days  later  he  re- 
paired to  Adrian,  and  after  traveling  about  in  this 
county  a  few  weeks,  returned  to  Detroit  and  took 
a  steamer  for  Buffalo,  landing  a  few  days  later  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y^. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Green  had  decided  to  make 
his  future  h(mie  in  Michigan,  and  believing  that  he 
could  labor  to  better  purpose  with  the  sympathy 
and  companionship  of  a  wife,  he  was  married  on  the 
5th  of  Februar}^,  1 834,  and  in  May  following 
started  for  the  proposed  new  home.  Leaving  his 
wife  at  Van  Buren,  he  came  to  RoUin  Township 
and  took  up  240  acres  of  Government  land,  being 
one  of  the  first  men  to  locate  permanently  in  this 
section.  He  cleared  a  spot  large  enough  for  a  cabin 
and  garden,  then  returned  to  Van  Buren  for  his 
wife,  and  they  made  their  home  with  their  nearest 
neighbor  until  the  fall,  when  Mr.  Green  put  up  a 
log  house  into  which  they  removed  before  it  was 
provided  with  either  a  floor  or  a  window.  Thus 
they  passed  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  completed 
the  "residence." 

Mr.  Green  and  his  wife  occupied  this  humble 
abode,  with  some  additions  to  its  convenience  and 
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comfort,  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years  nnd  then 
put  up  the  present  dwelling-,  which  at  that  time  was 
considered  one  of  the  finest  in  all  the  country 
around.  The  first  table  of  the  young  couple  was  a 
board  supported  by  a  couple  of  wooden  pegs  in- 
serted in  one  of  the  logs  of  the  house,  and  for  chairs 
they  used  their  trunks.  Luxuries  were  unknown 
at  that  time  and  their  contrivances  for  supplying- 
the  conveniences  which  were  almost  indispensable 
in  a  well-ordered  household,  were  sometimes  as 
ludicrous  as  they  were  ingenious.  They  Were  forced 
to  live  in  a  most  economical  manner,  and  experi- 
enced what  people  of  the  present  day  would  denom- 
inate *'hard  times." 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  P^liza- 
beth  Douglas,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  Doug- 
las, the  former  of  whom  died  in  the  Empire  State, 
while  the  latter  subsequently  came  to  Michigan  and 
passed  her  last  years  in  Van  Buren,  Wayne  County, 
where  her  death  took  place  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Green  was  born  March  18, 
1814,  and  became  the  mother  of  four  children: 
The  eldest,  Daniel  D.,  was  born  Nov.  27,  1836,  and 
died  Jan.  25,  1848;  Ephraim  C.  was  born  Jan.  18, 
1838,  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Crummey,  who 
was  born  Aug.  29,  1842,  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  to  them 
were  born  four  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter 
of  whom  are  living ;  Ephraim  is  operating  a  part  of 
the  old  homestead.  Sarah  M.  was  born  Nov.  27, 
1840,  and  Elizabeth  D.,  P^eb.  5,  1850.  The  former 
is  at  home,  while  the  latter  married  Francis  Alex- 
ander, a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Rollin  Township,  and 
they  have  one  daughter.  Mr.  Alexander  was  born 
May  20,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and 
Mary  Ann  (Hull)  Alexander.  David  Alexander 
died  in  Rollin  Township  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years ;  his  wife  is  living  and  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead. Mrs.  Elizabeth  Green  died  Feb.  25,  1850, 
when  thirty-six  years  of  age,  in  the  log  house  to 
which  she  had  come  as  a  bride  and  where  her  chil- 
dren were  born.  Mr.  Green,  on  tiie  23d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1863,  was  wedded  to  the  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
Miss  Clemenza  Douglas,  who  died  eight  years  later, 
on  the  24th  of  August,  1871,  aged  fifty  years. 

Mr.  Green   was  Justice  of  the   Peace  in  Rollin 
Township  before  its  organization  or  the  admission 
of  the  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  the  elec- 
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tion  l)eing  authorized  by  the  Governor.  He  held 
this  ollice  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  and  finally 
refused  to  become  a  candidate.  He  was  elected 
Supervisor  in  the  spring  of  1845,  and  in  this  capac- 
ity he  served  six  years  in  succession  and  was  after- 
ward elected  twice  to  the  same  office,  serving  in  all 
eleven  or  twelve  years.  He  was  Assessor  several 
terms,  and  in  1859  was  first  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  and  thereafter  re-elected  in  1871,  being 
a  member  of  this  body  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
Hon.  Orson  Green  while  at  the  State  Capital 
served  upon  many  important  committees,  and  was 
especially  interested  in  charitable  institutions  and 
prison  reform  schools,  in  connection  with  which  he 
made  many  useful  suggestions  and  brought  about 
various  measures  which  proved  greatly  beneficial 
in  the  management  of  these  institutions.  No  man 
evinced  more  interest  in  the  establishment  of  re- 
ligious and  educational  institutions  in  Southern 
Michigan  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  building  of  the  first  church  in  Rollin 
Township,  in  1868,  and  with  his  estimable  lady  has 
been  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  Fie  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  William  Wirt,  and  was  an 
old-line  Whig  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  when  he  gave  his  cordial  support 
to  the  latter.  Now,  nearing  the  close  of  a  long  and 
useful  career,  sheltered  by  a  pleasant  and  comfort- 
able home  and  surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends,  he 
is  reaping  the  reward  of  a  life  well  spent  and  one 
which  has  been  generous  in  good  deeds  and  char- 
acterized by  unselfish  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  people  around  him,  by  whom  his  name  will  be 
held  in  kindl}^  remembrance  long  after  he  shall  have 
been  gathered  to  his  fathers. 


SAAC  C.  GUNN,  of  Woodstock  Township,  has 
a  snug  farm  of  sixty-six  acres  located  on  sec- 
lk\  tion  30,  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and 
provided  with  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings.  The 
home  surroundings  are  remarkably  pleasant  and  in- 
viting, comprising  as  they  do  all  the  little  accessories 
naturally  suggested  by  taste  and  means.  There  is, 
besides  a  comfortable  dwelling,  the  ample  barn  and 
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convenient  onthouses,  a  good  oreliard,  and  varions 
frnit  and  shade  trees  that  form  a  protection  from 
summer's  heat  and  winter's  storm.  Mr.  Gnnn  took 
possession  of  this  property  in  1854,  and  has  made 
many  improvements,  indeed  about  all  that  render  it 
attractive  and  valuable. 

The  history  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  in  its 
main  points  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.,  Oct.  27,  1811),  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  (Ogden)  Gunn,  natives  of  the  same 
county,  where  they  were  reared  and  married,  and 
whence  they  removed  in  1845  to  a  point  near  Mont- 
rose, Pa.,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Both  parents  died  at  about  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  Their  family  inclnded  thirteen  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The  paternal 
grandmother  lived  near  the  Delaware  River,  and 
spent  her  entire  life  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  (xunn  of  our  sketch  left  the  parental  roof 
when  a  lad  eight  years  of  age,  and  was  bound  out 
to  a  farmer  with  whom  he  remained  seven  years. 
He  attended  the  district  school,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  returned  home  and  remained  with 
his  father's  family  until  reaching  his  majority. 
Soon  afterward  he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated 
two  years,  and  in  the  meantime  was  married,  April 
16,  1842,  to  Miss  Sally  Ann  Drake,  a  maiden  of 
his  own  county.  Mrs.  Sally  Ann  Gunn  died  about 
seven  years  after  her  marriage,  leaving  five  children, 
of  whom  only  one  is  now  living,  namely:  Mary  E., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Levi  Mering,  a  machinist  of 
Monroe  County,  Pa.,  and  the  mother  of  six  children. 
One  of  their  children  is  married,  and  our  subject  is 
now  a  great-grandfather.  This  wife's  parents  were 
natives  of  New  Jersey,  where  they  spent  their 
lives. 

Mr.  Gunn  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Wedge,  who  w^as  born  in  Luzerne  County, 
Pa.,  July  28,  1825,  and  the  daughter  of  Squire  and 
Catherine  (Husted)  Wedge.  Squire  Wedge  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  succes- 
sively to  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  dying 
in  the  latter  State  when  about  sixty-eight  years  old. 
His  wife  subsequently  came  to  this  county,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject  when  sixty-two 
years  of  age.  The  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Gunn 
died  when  she  was  a  little  girl.     Of  this  marriage 

"^  


of  our  subject  there  were  ten  children,  five  now  liv- 
ing: Rhoda  was  born  in  Ohio,  Oct.  27,  1852,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hogue,  and  the  mother 
of  two  children ;  Altha  and  Alice  (twins)  were  born 
July  7,  1857;  the  former  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred 
B,  Emmons,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  while 
Alice  married  A.  F.  Wood,  and  has  two  children. 
Charles  E.  was  born  in  Woodstock  Township,  June 
7,  1850,  and  is  farming  with  his  uncle  in  Laclede 
County,  Mo.;  Oliver  T.  B.  was  born  Aug.  3,  1861, 
and  makes  his  home  with  his  parents;  he  is  carrying- 
on  a  brickyard  and  is  a  young  man  of  great  promise, 
and  a  universal  favorite  in  his  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Gunn,  soon  after  his  first  marriage,  purchased 
a  farm  of  thirty  acres  in  New  Jersey,  which  he 
worked  six  years,  then  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Ohio,  during  its  early  settlement.  He  then  pur- 
chased twenty  acres  of  land  in  Huron  Count}^, 
where  he  farmed  three  years,  and  then  with  the  de- 
sire to  push  still  farther  westward,  came  to  this 
county,  where  he  soon  purchased  the  property 
which  he  now  occupies,  and  to  which  he  has  since 
given  his  time  and  attention.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunn 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  our  subject  has  officiated  as 
Steward  and  Trustee,  and  has  otherwise  been 
prominent  in  all  good  works.  Politically,  he  form- 
erly voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  is 
now  a  strong  temperance  advocate,  casting  his  ballot 
with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  meddles  little  with 
politics,  however,  preferring  to  give  his  attention 
to  his  farm  and  family. 

■^-- ^^ ^ 


<|l  j^ALDEN  WING  is  a  farmer  who  for  the 
\/iJi  ^^^S  period  of  half  a  century  has  pursued 
W^  i^is  calling  in  Rollin  Township  and  assisted 
in  developing  the  varied  agricultural  resources  of 
its  rich  soil.  These  long  years  of  toil  and  change 
have  brought  to  him  a  well-earned  competency  and 
a  comfortable  home.  Mr.  Wing  comes  of  good 
New  England  stock,  and  is  himself  a  native  of 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  April 
12,  1814.  His  parents,  who  wxre  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, went  to  Massachusetts  when  they  were 
young,  and  there  his  father,  Elijah  Wing,  followed 
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the  occupation  of  n  t'Mnncr.  In  1  82(5  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Steuben  Connty,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  passed  his  remaining  days,  dyiug  at  the  age  of 
sixtj^-six.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Hannah  Squire,  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two,  her  death  occurring  in  Michigan  in  the  home 
of  her  son,  Spencer  Wing,  of  this  towuship.  These 
good  people  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
six  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
maturity  and  were  married. 

Our  subject  passed  a  part  of  liis  boyhood  among 
the  beautiful  Berkshire  hills,  but  when  he  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  he  grew^  to  manhood,  per- 
forming such  labors  as  were  required  of  a  strong 
and  active  lad,  and  making  himself  very  useful  and 
necessary  to  his  father  in  the  management  of  his 
farm.  He  gleaned  his  education  at  the  district 
school,  and  in  the  long  winter  evenings  by  the  light 
of  a  candle  or  the  still  brighter  light  of  the  Avood 
fire  roaring  up  the  wide-mouthed  open  chimne^y,  he 
learned  many  a  lesson  which  has  not  since  been 
forgotten.  He  assisted  in  carrying  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  tw^enty-iive  years  of  age. 

Jn  the  meantime  Mr.  Wing  was  married  to  Miss 
Elvira,  sister  of  A.  H.  Raymond  (see  his  sketch 
for  parental  history),  the  date  of  their  marriage 
being  Jan.  12,  1837.  In  1888  Mr.  Wing  and  his 
young  wife  w4th  their  infant  son  came  to  Michigan 
to  make  their  home  in  this  State.  Mr.  Wing  bought 
eighty  acres  of  school  land,  and  took  up  the  calling 
in  this  new  State  which  had  been  that  of  his  fore- 
fathers for  so  many  years  in  the  older  and  earlier 
settled  States  of  the  East.  His  fii-st  w^ork  was  to 
build  a  house  to  shelter  his  family,  and  he  then  en- 
tered upon  the  laborious  task  of  clearing  his  land, 
felling  the  trees  and  uprooting  the  stumps.  He  w^as 
a  young  man  of  good  habits  and  endowed  with 
much  strength  and  great  powers  of  endurance, 
which  enabled  him  to  do  a  great  amount  of  labor, 
and  in  the  years  of  hard  work  that  succeeded  he 
brought  his  farm  to  a  good  state  of  tillage  and 
erected  comfortable,  convenient  buildings. 

The  good  wife  w^ho  accompanied  Mr.  Wing  to 
this  State,  and  who  had  so  faithfully  performed  her 
part  in  the  establishment  of  their  home,  was  taken 
from  him   by  death  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years, 


and  her  cliildren  were  left  withojiit  a  mother's  care; 
she  vvns  highly  respected  for  her  manj^  womanly 
virtues.  Seven  children  were  born  to  her  and  her 
husband,  four  of  whom  were  living  at  the  time  of 
her  death  ;  the  following  is  their  record  :  Stephen 
C.  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  June  9, 
1838,  and  died  here  June  7,  1846;  Oscar  L.  was 
born  in  Rollin  Townshij),  Jan.  31,  1841,  and  died 
Sept.  14,  1842  ;  Philura  FI.  was  born  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship, Aug.  25,  1843,  and  died  Jan.  31,  1844;  Henry 
S.  was  born  Aug.  8,  1845,  and  died  March  17,  1846; 
Mary  L.  was  born  Oct.  1,  1848,  and  married  Thomas 
Maloney,  Nov.  4,  1875;  he  is  teaching  school  in 
Washington  Territory,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children.  Crosby  W.  was  born  in  this  tow^n- 
ship,  Aug.  11,  1851,  and  was  killed  on  the  cars  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway  June  9,  1878;  he  left 
a  wife  and  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  now 
dead.  Clarence  O.  was  born  June  19,  1858,  and 
he  married  Miss  Martha  Beal  Dec.  14,  1881;  they 
have  one  daughter. 

Mr.  Wing  was  a  second  time  married,  Oct.  27, 
1875,  to  Helen  Morehouse,  who  was  born  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  6,  1835,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Aaron  and  Lucinda  (Thumb)  Morehouse.  Mr. 
Morehouse  followed  the  occupation  of  a  carpenter, 
and  coming  to  Michigan  in  1869  settled  in  Calhoun 
County,  where  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years ;  he  died  in  this  county  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children.  Their  son  Charles  W.  took  part  in  the 
late  Civil  War  as  a  member  of  the  light  artillery, 
and  after  two  years'  service  he  died  of  a  sickness 
contracted  on  a  Southern  battlefield ;  Alice  mar- 
ried J.  W.  Page,  of  this  township  (see  sketch  of 
Mr.  Page). 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wing  has  been  born  one  child, 
who  died  in  infanc3^  Mrs.*  Wing  is  a  lady  of 
superior  intelligence  and  education.  She  was  an 
excellent  teacher  before  her  marriage,  and  taught 
school  thirty-two  terms.  She  is  a  prominent  figure 
in  social  affairs  in  this  township,  and  is  an  esteemed 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  missionary  society  since 
its  organization,  and  of  the  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  since  1878.  Mr.  Wing  is  an 
earnest  Prohibitionist,  and  is  doing  good  work  for 
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the  temperance  cause.  He  is  a  devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
been  Class-Leader  for  fortj-two  years,  while  he 
very  seldom  misses  a  Sunday  at  church.  His  home 
has  always  been  a  leading  resort  for  the  Methodist 
ministers,  and  in  early  days  his  first  house,  which 
was  built  of  logs,  was  often  used  for  church 
purposes. 

ARCUS  L   FRAZIER  is  a  prominent  dairy 
farmer  and  breeder  of  thoroughbred  Jersey 
cattle,  residing  on   section   31   of  Hudson 
^  Township,  where  he  has  a  good  farm,  pleas- 

antly located  and  admirably  suited  to  his  purposes. 
He  has  made  a  careful  and  intelligent  study  of  the 
best  methods  of  conducting  a  dairy,  and  has  paid 
special  attention  to  securing  the  best  grades  of  cat- 
tle for  dairy  use. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Scriba,  Oswego  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  11,  1826,  and  is  a  descendant  of  the 
thrift}^  Scots,  who  made  their  home  in  the  northein 
part  of  Ireland  many  years  ago.  From  there  his 
great-great-grandfather  came  to  America  in  Colonial 
times,  and  his  son,  John  Frazier,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  rendered  gallant  assistance  in  freeing  his 
adopted  coimtry  from  British  rule.  He  died  at 
Middlefield,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  war,  leaving  a  widow  with  a  large  family  of 
children.  His  son  Stephen,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  March  8,  1773,  at  Kingston,  R. 
I.,  and  learning  the  trade  of  a  baker  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  followed  it  there  for  many  years.  He  mar- 
ried Ruth  Torry,  a  native  of  Williamstown,  that 
State,  and  daughter  of  John  and 'Ruth  (Tyrell) 
Torry,  natives  respectively  of  Williamstown,  Mass., 
and  Middletown,  Conn.  From  Boston  Mr.  Frazier 
moved  to  Cobleskill,  N.  Y.,  and  there  turned  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1805  he  sold 
his  farm  there  and  purchased  another  in  German 
Flats  Township,  where  he  removed  with  his  family, 
and  made  his  permanent  residence  until  his  death 
in  March,  1845.  His  wife  died  in  January,  1857, 
aged  eighty -seven  years.  They  were  both  respected 
as  worthy,  industrious  and  honest  people. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  two  years  old  when 


his  parents  removed  to  German  Plats,  and  he  assisted 
his  father  in  the  management  of  his  farm  until  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Young,  when  he  sought 
a  home  elsewhere  for  himself  and  bride.  Samuel 
Young,  his  wife's  father,  was  a  blacksmith  and  gun- 
smith, and  resided  in  New  Jersey,  where  his  daugh- 
ter, Lydia  Ann,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  first 
opened  her  eyes  to  the  world.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  New  York,  and  there  welded  the  first  gun 
barrel  ever  made  in  the  Remington  works,  now  at 
Ilion,  N.  Y.  He  spent  his  last  years  in  Russia, 
Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y. 

After  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  settled 
in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  having  purchased  a  farm 
in  the  township  of  Scriba.  In  1833  they  removed 
to  Royalton  Township,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  resided  on  a  farm  two  and  one-half  j^ears.  In 
the  meantime  the  father  took  a  western  trip  in  the 
fall  of  1835,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  up  land, 
having  decided  to  try  farming  on  the  virgin  soil  of 
some  State  or  Territory  which  had  been  newly 
opened  up  for  settlement.  He  went  as  far  west  as 
Chicago,  where  a  great  deal  of  the  land  now  in- 
cluded within  the  city  was  then  Government  land, 
but  he  was  probably  deterred  from  taking  up  a 
claim  there  on  account  of  the  swampy  and  appar- 
ently worthless  character  of  the  land,  little  dream- 
ing that  in  less  than  half  a  century  by  the  indomit- 
able energy  and  enterprise  of  man  it  would  become 
the  site  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  magnificent 
cities  on  the  continent.  From  Illinois  he  came  to 
Michigan,  then  a  Territory,  and  being  pleased  with 
the  country  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Salem,  Wash- 
tenaw County,  and  in  April,  1836,  returned  from 
New  York  with  his  wife  and  seven  children  to  lo- 
cate on  it,  going  by  water  to  Detroit,  and  there  hir- 
ing a  man  with  a  team  to  take  his  family  and  goods 
to  their  destination.  There  was  a  log  house  on 
the  place  when  they  moved  there,  and  in  it  they 
made  their  home,  and  Mr.  Frazier  set  to  work  to 
clear  the  rest  of  his  land,  forty-five  acres  having 
been  cleared  before  it  came  into  his  possession.  In 
1 844,  having  greatly  improved  his  farm,  he  traded 
it  for  another  in  Hudson  Township,  the  one  which 
his  son  Marcus  now  occupies.  The  family  moved 
to  it  in  the  month  of  May,  driving  their  stock  ahead 
of  them,  and  on  the  night  following  their  arrival 
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nine  of  the  slieep  were  kilUnl  by  the  wolves,  which 
wc^re  very  plentiful,  as  were  also  deer,  which  would 
come  to  the  garden  in  the  night  to  feed  on  the  cab- 
bages and  turnips.  There  w^ere  ninety  acres  of  the 
land  cleared  at  the  time  of  purchase,  on  which  stood 
a  log  shanty  and  a  small  barn.  Mr.  Frazier  replaced 
the  shanty  by  a  hewn  log  house  18x30  feet,  and 
some  years  later  built  a  more  commodious  frame 
house  and  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  lived 
on  his  Hudson  farm  eight  years,  and  then  disposing 
of  it  removed  to  Goshen,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in 
dairy  farming,  making  the  manufacture  of  cheese  a 
specialty,  and  made  his  home  in  that  place  until 
death.  His  widow  resided  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  for  a  number  of  years,  her  death  afterward 
occurring  in  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Coon, 
of  Goshen,  Ind.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
people  of  blameless  character,  and  were  held  in  high 
consideration  wherever  they  had  made  their  home. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of 
wdiom  grew  to  maturity. 

Marcus  Frazier  was  the  second  child  of  his  par- 
ents, and  was  ten  years  old  wlien  he  accompanied 
tliem  to  Michigan,  and  can  relate  many  interest- 
ing incidents  connected  with  their  journej^  and 
their  subsequent  life,  both  in  Washtenaw  and  Len- 
awee Counties.  The  facilities  for  attaining  an  ed- 
ucation were  not  such  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  risino- 
generation  at  the  present  day,  but  he  made  the  most 
of  his  limited  opportunities,  and  by  close  applica- 
tion to  his  books  when  in  school  obtained  a  fair  ed- 
ucation, w^hicli  in  maturer  years  he  has  broadened 
and  developed  by  observation  and  a  careful  perusal 
of  the  best  authors.  He  attended  school  only  in 
the  winter,  as  was  then  the  custom,  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left  the  home  roof  and 
started  out  to  find  employment  elsewhere,  and  after 
working  by  the  month  in  Michigan  for  one  year  he 
returned  to  his  native  State  and  worked  there  in  the 
same  manner. 

While  working  in  New  York  our  subject  entered 
into  a  matrimonial  alliance  on  the  5thof  Maj^,  1850, 
with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Greene,  who  was  born  at  German 
Flats,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  8,  1827.  She  is  a 
woman  whose  intelligence  and  fine  disposition  com- 
mand respect.     Mrs.  Frazier's  paternal  ancestry  is 


traced   back    to   her    «reat-grandfather,     Ambrose 
Greene,  who   was    born    in    Suffolk    County,  L.  1., 
April    9,    1746.     He    was   a    farmer,  and  removed 
from  Dutchess  County  in  1775  to  Rensselaer  County, 
and  after  pursuing  his  occupation  there  tw^enty  years 
removed  in   1795  to    Danube,    Herkimer    County, 
where  he  died  Aug.  29,  1887,  having  in  the  mean- 
time improved  a  farm.     His  wqfe,  Gulaelma  Lester, 
died  June  1,   1826.     Their  son  John  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  April  17,  1770,  and  married  there 
Ruth    Barker,    in    1790.     In   1793  they  settled  in 
Danube,  Herkimer  County,  where  they  both  died, 
her  death  occurring  in  June,  1850,  and  his  in  De- 
cember, 1851.     Their  son  Ambrose,  Mrs.  Frazier's 
father,  w^as  born  in  Schodack,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  18,  1791,  and  was  two  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Herkimer   County,    where    he 
grew    to    manhood,    and  subsequently  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith.     He  married  there  Dim  mis 
Skeels,  their  marriage  occurring  in  the  year  1815, 
but  she  died  in  1816.     On  the  23d  of  March,  1819, 
he  married  Martha  Frazier,  who  vvas  born  in  Scho- 
dack Feb.  21,  1801.  They  made  their  home  in  Ger- 
man Flats,  where  he  had  bought  a  farm,  and  there 
they  resided  until  death,  hers  occurring  April  24, 
1842,  and  his  June  7,  1863. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Frazier  continued  working  in 
New  York  for  a  year,  then  returned  to  Hudson  and 
w^orked  his  father's  farm  on  shares  the  two.  follow- 
ing years.  He  then  bought  a  farm  of  sixty  acres 
adjoining  his  father's  farm,  but  a  year  later  he  sold 
it  and  went  back  to  New  York,  where  he  bought  the 
Greene  homestead  and  some  land  adjoining,  and 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business  until  after  the  w^ar 
broke  out.  He  then  threw  aside  all  personal  con- 
siderations with  the  patriotic  motive  of  taking  part 
in  quelling  the  Rebellion,  and  went  to  New  York  for 
the  purpose  of  enlisting,  but  upon  examination  was 
rejected  as  physically  unsound,  and  was  obliged  to 
return  to  Herkimer  County,  perhaps  to  do  as  good 
service  for  his  country  in  private  life.  In  1865  he 
sold  out  there,  and  returning  to  Michigan  bought 
the  farm  in  Hudson  which  his  father  had  formerly 
owned,  and  on  which  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  at  first  engaged  in  general  farming,  turning  his 
attention  to  dairy  farming  in  1867.  In  1870  he  met 
with  a  serious  loss,  his  dwelling-house  with  all  its 
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contents  being  consumed  by  fire;  he  then  built  the 
brick  residence  he  now  occupies. 

In  1 873  Mr.  Frazier  turned  his  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  his  stock  with  good  graded  Jer- 
seys, with  the  object  of  making  butter,  and  since 
that  time  has  supplied  the  market  with  a  superioi' 
article  in  that  line,  besides  raising  a  number  of  pure 
blooded  animals  which  he  lias  sold  at  high  prices. 
He  now  has  sixteen  thoroughbred  Jerseys  of  the 
Alphea,  St.  Lambert  and  Stoke-Pogis  strains.  He 
bought  two  heifer  calves  four  months  old,,  for 
which  he  paid  |100  each. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frazier'h  pleasant  .home  is  the 
center  of  culture  and  refinement.  Their  union  has 
been  a  happy  one  and  has  been  of  mutual  benefit; 
it  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children — 
Nelson  E.,  Mary  E.  and  Elmer  E. ;  thej^  are  all  well 
educated,  and  the  daughter,  an  accomplished  yovmg 
lady,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chautauqua  course  of 
study.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frazier  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  use  their  influ- 
ence to  promote  the  moral  status  of  the  community. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican. 
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/OHN  B.  CLEMENT.  While  traveling  in 
Lenawee  County  the  biographical  writers  of 
this  Album  met  with  comparatively  few 
men  over  fifty  years  of  age  who  are  natives 
of  Southern  Michigan.  The  vast  majority  of  those 
who  to-day  are  tilling  the  soil  after  an  easy  manner, 
and  are  occupants  of  comfortable  and  valuable 
homesteads,  migrated  from  the  Eastern  or  Middle 
States,  and  brought  with  them  the  hardy  elements  of 
that  section  which  were  so  essential  in  subduing  the 
soil,  building  up  the  pioneer  home,  and  preparing 
the  way  for  coming  generations.  Many  of  these 
can  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  best  countries 
of  Europe,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  with  what 
willingness  and  pleasure  they  respond  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  biographer  upon  their  time  and 
memory.  Men  usually  derive  much  pride  and 
pleasure  in  tracing  their  ancestry,  and  especially  if 
they  have  sprung  from  families  of  worth  and  influ- 
ence, as  is  frequently  the  case   in  the  majority  of 


r 


those  who  have  been  considered  worthy  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  work. 

The  subject  of  this  biography,  a  native  of  But- 
ler County,  Pa.,  was  born  Oct.  8,  1825,  while  his 
father,  Andrew  Clement,  w\as  a  native  of  County 
Antrim  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  the  descendant  of  those  independent 
spirits  who  fled  from  their  native  soil  to  escape  re- 
ligious persecution.  Andrew  Clement  grew  to  man- 
hood in  the  place  of  his  birth,  where  he  was  married 
and  became  the  father  of  two  children.  Being  am- 
bitious for  the  welfare  of  his  little  family,  he  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1822,  and  located  in  Butler 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  rented  a  tract  of  land  and 
engaged  as  a  farmer  and  stock-feeder,  shipping  his 
animals  to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia.  He  did 
not  live  to  carry  out  his  plans  for  the  future,  his 
death  taking  place  very  suddenly  in  1827,  five  years 
after  his  arrival  in  this  country.- 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Mar- 
garet Hamilton,  was  born  of  Scotch  ancestry  in 
County  Down,  Ireland,  in  November,  1798.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Clement  she  was  married  to 
Thomas  Campbell,  and  with  the  means  which  her 
first  husband  had  left  her  she  purchased  a  farm  in 
Butler  County,  Pa.,  which  she  occupied  with  Mr. 
Campbell  until  the  spring  of  1832.  They  then 
sold  this  property  and  removed  to  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  lived  until  1837,  then  started  for 
the  young  State  of  Michigan.  The  journey  was 
made  via  the  Lakes  to  Toledo,  where  they  spent  the 
winter,  and  where  the  death  of  Mr.  Campbell  oc- 
curred quite  suddenly.  Mrs.  Campbell  and  her 
children  in  the  spring  came  to  Lenawee  County, 
locating  in  Palmyra  Township.  The  eldest,  a  son, 
was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  all  the  children  were 
old  enough  to  be  of  assistance  to  their  mother.  They 
worked  together  and  prospered,  and  Mrs.  Campbell 
spent  the  last  years  of  her  life  in  ease  and  comfort 
at  the  home  of  our  subject,  at  his  present  residence 
in  Ogden  Township. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  had  seven  children 
by  the  first  marriage,  and  two  by  the  second.  Five 
of  the  family  lived  to  mature  years.  James  died 
March  8,  1839,  when  twenty-one  years  old  ;  Andrew 
died  in  Adrian  Township,  in  1870;  William  died 
May   17,  1886,  in  Kansas;  John  B., of  our  sketch, 
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was  the  sixth  child;  Letitia,  a  child  of  the  second 
marriage,  became  the  wife  of  Prof.  Foster,  of  Ypsi- 
lauti. 

John  B.  Clement  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  when 
he  came  with  his  mother  to  this  county,  and  he  at 
once  commenced  working  by  the  month  for  Richard 
Carter,  receiving  for  his  services  his  board  and 
clothes  until  1841.  He  then  gave  seven  months' 
Inbor  for  twenty  acres  of  wild  land  in  Ogden  Tow^n- 
ship,  and  in  1843  added  to  his  real  estate  by  the 
purchase  of  fort}^  acres.  Upon  reaching  his  twen- 
ty-first year  he  was  the  owner  of  sixty  acres,  unin- 
cumbered, and  upon  his  twenty-first  birthday  he 
Avas  njarried,  and  the  young  coui)le  commenced 
housekeeping  in  the  log  cabin  on  his  farm.  In  1852 
JMr.  Clement  sold  his  little  farm  for  $500  and  pur- 
chased 120  acres  in  the  timber  on  section  1,  in 
Ogden  Township,  wdiere  he  put  up  another  log 
house  and  proceeded  as  before,  improving  the  land 
and  enhancing  its  value.  To  this  he  subsequently 
added  by  a  later  purchase,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
140  acres  all  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
with  excellent  farm  buildings.  His  career,  however, 
has  not  been  without  its  reverses,  as  in  188G  his 
I  barn  with  most  of  its  contents  was  destroyed  by 
I  fire,  entailing  a  loss  of  12,200.  He  immediately 
f  rebuilt,  spending  no  time  in  bewailing  his  misfort- 
I  une,  and  is  now  upon  his  feet  again  ready  for  any 
I  other  emergency. 
I         The  wife  of  our  subject  was    Miss   Prudence  E. 

I     Gray,  a  native  of  Dundee,    Yates    Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 

I 

j     born  Jan.  20,  1828.     Her    father,   Jonathan    Gray, 

I  was  born  and  reared  in  Dutchess  County,  whence 
he  removed  to  Yates  County  during  its  earliest  set- 
tlement. In  1833  he  became  a  resident  of  Alle- 
gany County,  and  five  years  later  migrated  to  this 
State,  making  the  journey  in  the  tedious  manner  of 
those  days — by  canal  boat,  lake  schooner,  and  over- 
land with  teams.  He  first  rented  land  in  Ogden 
Township,  then  purcliased  eighty  acres  on  section 
11  amidst  the  heavy  timber.  He  put  up  a  log 
house,  cleared  the  most  of  his  land,  and  occupied 
it  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  18G0.  He 
had  married  in  his  native  State,  Miss  Sallie  Robert- 
son, who  was  born    in  New  York  (Jity,  and  died  at 

i     the  old  homestead  in  Ogden  Township,  this  county, 

Y     in  the  month  of  April,  1871). 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clement  became  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living:  George 
married  Martha  Ross;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Silas 
Gordan,  and  Andrew  married  Delia  Hogland ;  they 
are  all  residents  of  Edwards  County,  Kan.  Ida  J.  is 
the  wife  of  Erederick  Gray,  a  farmer  of  Ogden 
Township;  William  married  Nellie  Mcintosh,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  pension  business  at  Topeka,  Kan. ; 
JMary  married  Edward  Theed,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Englewood,  111.;  while  Rollin  and  Minnie  are  at 
home  with  their  parents.  John,  the  second  son,  was 
born  April  25,  1852,  and  was  married  Dec.  22, 
1870;  he  died  five  months  later  at  the  home  of  his 
parents.  Edwin,  the  seventh  child,  was  born  Dec.  27, 
1860,  and  died  July  12,  1863.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clement  are  prominently  connected  with  the  Meth- 
odist E[)iscopal  Church,  in  which  our  subject  offi- 
ciates as  Steward  and  Trustee. 

Jonathan  Gray,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Clement, 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  early  life,  which 
he  followed  in  New  York  State  until  coming  to 
this  county.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  Calvin 
Robertson,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  spent  his 
last  years  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Clement 
lias  had  a  full  experience  of  life  in  a  new  country, 
and  like  the  w^omen  of  her  time  stood  bravely  up 
by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  his  labors  and  diffi- 
culties, proving  at  all  times  his  unfailing  helper. 
Together  they  have  seen  the  countiy  transformed 
from  a  wilderness  into  smiling  farms  and  beautiful 
cities,  and  the  places  where  deer,  bears  and  wolves 
roamed  unrestrained,  made  fertile  by  the  hand  of 
the  husbandman.  In  this  great  work  they  have 
also  materiall}^  assisted,  contributing  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  county,  and  rearing  their  children  to 
become  good  citizens,  and  are  now  entitled  to 
worth}-  representation  in  the  history  which  is  being 
given  to  the  rising  generation,  In  politics  Mr. 
Clement  is  a  Democrat. 


— ^^i^- 
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THOMAS  O.  TURNER,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  28,  Riga  Township,  is  a  self-made 
man,  who,  while  working  for  his  own  inter- 
ests, has  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town- 
ship. He  is  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  w^as  born 
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in  Derbj^shire,  England,  March  25,  1836.  His 
grandfather,  Charles  Turner,  was  also  a  native  of 
that  shire  and  spent  his  entire  life  there  as  a  far- 
mer. His  son  Joshua,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a  native  of  Derbyshire,  where  he  was 
reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  He  was  there 
united  in  marriage  with  Maria  Morris,  who  was 
born  in  Staffordshire,  and  they  passed  their  wedded 
life  in  Derbyshire,  and  there  died.  They  had 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and 
three  of  them  came  to  America — William,  Mark 
and  Thomas.  William  served  in  the  late  Civil 
War  as  a  member  of  the  5th  New  York  Cavalry, 
and  died  in  Andersonville  Prison,  giving  up  his 
life  for  his  adopted  country.  Mark  lives  in  Riga 
Township. 

Thomas  Turner  was  reared  on  a  Derbyshire 
farm,  receiving  in  that  English  home  a  practical 
training  in  farm  labors,  and  lessons  of  industry 
which  have  been  important  factors  in  his  success 
on  American  soil.  In  the  year  1865  he  left  his 
English  home  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  United 
States.  After  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  went 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  there  found  employment 
in  an  oil  refinery,  but  while  working  there  a  fire 
broke  out  and  in  a  brief  space  of  time  he  lost  all 
that  he  had  accumulated.  Undaunted  by  this  loss 
he  went  to  Berrien,  Mich.,  and  commenced  anew 
the  slow  process  of  building  up  a  fortune.  He  ob- 
tained employment  in  a  st(me  quarry,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years,  and  in  1868,  having  care- 
fully saved  his  money,  he  came  to  this  county  and 
bought  the  land  he  now  owns  and  occupies  in 
Riga  Township.  He  did  not  immediately  locate 
but  continued  working  in  Berrien  for  two  years, 
except  during  the  winter,  when  he  worked  clearing 
his  land  which  was  then  heavily  timbered.  He 
had  built  a  log  cabin,  and  in  1870,  having  married, 
commenced  to  live  on  his  land  permanently.  He 
now  has  eighty  acres  cleared,  and  has  erected  a 
good  set  of  frame  buildings.  Thus,  although 
scarcely  more  than  twenty  years  have  elapsed  since 
he  left  the  home  of  his  parents  in  the  heart  of  old 
England  and  came  to  America,  he  has  founded  a 
home  in  his  adopted  countr}^  and  been  much  pros- 
pered. In  the  spring  of  1885  Mr.  Turner  built  a  large 
barn,    but    in    the  following    November    the  barn 


with  its  contents,  including  all  his  farm  implements, 
grain  and  a  team  of  horses,  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
entailing  a  loss  of  nearly  12,000. 

Mr.  Turner  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  occurred  in  1870,  to  Elizabeth  Brown,  w4io 
was,  like  himself,  of  P^ngiish  birth,  and  a  native  of 
the  same  shire.  Their  pleasant  married  life  was  of 
short  duration,  as  she  died  in  1878.  His  second 
marriage  occurred  March  6,  1876,  and  he  was  then 
united  to  Christiana,  daughter  of  William  and  Mar- 
garet (Oray)  McCormick  (for  parental  history  see 
sketch  of  M.  McCormick).  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner — Oliver,  and 
a  second  child  who  died  when  five  days  old. 

Although  Mr.  Turner  is  a  native  of  one  of  the 
most  powerful  monarchies  on  earth,  he  is  a  pro- 
found believer  in  Republican  institutions  and  prin- 
ciples— no  American  is  more  so.  He  is  interested 
in  political  affairs,  and  gives  his  hearty  support 
to  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Turner  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  G^od. 


^i^ENJAMIN  COLEGROVE.  The  fine  resi- 
(|L^  dence  of  this  enterprising  young  farmer  of 
//^||]  Medina  Township  attracts  the  admiring  at- 
!^^  tention  of  the  traveler  through  that  section 
of  country,  and  with  its  surroundings,  its  stretch 
of  meadowland  and  highly  cultivated  fields,  pre- 
sents an  extremely  pleasant  picture  to  the  eye. 
Mr.  Colegrove  has  control  of  seventy-nine  acres, 
where  he  carries  on  general  farming,  and  judging 
from  his  wise  management  and  prudent  invest- 
ments, will  in  time  be  numbered  among  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Colegrove  was  born  in  Medina  Township, 
Nov.  11,  1857,  and  while  in  his  boyhood  became 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  routine  of  farm  life. 
His  parents,  eJohn  T.  and  S.  Hortensa  (Holm(^s) 
Colegrove,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Lewa- 
nee  County,  and  their  biography  will  be  found  on 
another  page  in  this  volume.  Benjamin  received  a 
good  education  in  the  district  school,  and  being  a 
bright  and  observant  boy,  made  the  most  of  his  op- 
portunities and  developed  into  a  well-informed  and 
intelliarent  man.     His  arrani>ements   for  his  future 
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iiieliided  a  home  and  domestic  ties,  and  a  few 
months  prior  to  reaching  his  majority  he  was  mar- 
ried, Jan.  20,  1878,  to  Miss  Frances  Rice,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  the  home  of  tlie  bride  in  Me- 
dina Village. 

Mrs.  Colegrove  was  born  July  4,  1851),  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Phillip  and  Mar3'  (Smith)  Rice,  na- 
tives of  New  York  State.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Wayne  Connt3%  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  En- 
gland, his  grandfather  emigrating  from  that  country 
to  Canada  \vhen  a  bo^^  The  father  married  Miss 
Mary  Smith,  Jan.  9,  1858,  a  native  of  Columbia 
County.  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Catharine  (Speed)  Smith,  and  they  continued  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 
From  there  the}^  came  to  Michigan,  locating  on  a 
farm  west  of  the  village  of  Medina  in  this  county, 
where  Mr.  Rice  followed  agricultural  pursuits  nine 
years.  He  then  retired  from  active  labor  and  re- 
moved into  the  village,  where,  with  his  aged  part- 
ner, he  still  resides. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colegrove  there  have  been  born 
three  children — Clark  E.,  Sylvaiuis  J.  and  Philip 
— all  living  and  pursuing  their  studies  in  the  district 
school.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Colegrove  are  living 
at  Medina  Village.  Our  subject  operates  seventy- 
nine  acres  owned  by  his  father,  and  has  remodeled 
the  old  dwelling  so  that  it  presents  the  appearance 
of  a  fine,  modern  structure. 

Politically,  JMr.  Colegrove  votes  the  straight  Re- 
pnblican  ticket,  and  is  a  member  of  Morenci 
(xrange  at  Morenci.  Mrs.  Colegrove  is  an  intelli- 
gent, well-educated  \'dd}\  having  completed  her 
studies  at  Oak  (rrove  Academy,  where  she  at- 
tended for  several  years. 
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Jl_  ARRISON  FJT1\S,  of  the  firm  of  Charles 
Fitts  (k  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Blissfield 
Fruit  Evaporator  and  Feed  Mill,  was  born 
in  Oxford,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1815.  His  father,  Andrew  Fitts, 
was  born  in  the  same  count3%  and  his  grandfather 
was  a  farmer,  who  spent  the  last  days  of  his  life  in 
Oxford.  The  father  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
followed  that  occupation  nil  his  life.       The  mother 

-^ ~-. 


was  named  Ruth  Pike,  and  was  also  a  native  of 
JMassachusetts,  where  she  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Charlton.  They  both  died  at  Oxford,  and  were 
buried  in  the  same  cemetery.  Tliej^  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man 
and  womanhood. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  child  in 
the  parental  family,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the 
work  upon  the  farm  and  attended  the  district 
school  while  a  boy.  He  remained  under  the  par- 
ental roof  until  his  nineteenth  year,  when  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  trade  of  a  millwright  in  Oxford, 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  j^ears.  After 
completing  his  apprenticeship  he  followed  the  trade 
in  different  parts  of  Massachusetts  as  a  journey- 
man worker  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  became  a  contractor,  and 
l)uilt  and  furnished  mills  in  different  parts  of  that 
State  until  1851,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Somerset  Township,  Hillsdale  County, 
where  he  bought  120  acres  of  land,  on  which  there 
was  a  water  power  and  a  sawmill.  He  repaired  this 
sawmill  and  put  in  one  run  of  stone  to  grind  vvheat, 
and  five  years  later  he  built  a  new  mill  on  the 
place,  which  is  still  in  operation.  He  employed 
parties  to  superintend  these  mills  w^hile  he  worked 
at  his  trade  as  a  millwright  in  Hillsdale,  Jackson, 
Lenawee  and  Clinton  Counties.  In  1860  he  sold 
his  propert}^  in  Somerset  Township,  and  bought  a 
farm  in  Rollin  Township,  to  which  he  removed  his 
family.  Soon  after  he  bought  a  property  in  Jack- 
son County,  on  which  he  built  a  custom  flouring  and 
saw  mill,  which  is  now  the  property  of  his  son-in- 
law,  and  in  1881  he  removed  to  Blissfield,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1884,  he  received  a  patent  for  a  fruit  dryer,  which 
he  had  invented,  and  he  and  his  son  Charles  H.  be- 
gan the  business  of  drying  apples  in  the  same  year. 
This  dryer  has  the  capacity  of  one  ton  per  day. 
Besides  himself,  six  of  his  children  are  engaged  in 
the  same  business  in  other  places. 

In  1844  Mr.  Fitts  Avas  married  to  Nancy  E.  Hus- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y..  and 
they  have  had  seven  children :  Ruth  A.,  the  wife 
of  A.  Heath,  lives  in  Hanover  Centre,  Mich. ;  Yer- 
nelia  A.  married  Jerome  Segar,  and  died  in  Rome, 
Micli.;     Lewis  lives  at  Rollin,  and  Charles   H.    at 
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Blissfield ;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  G.  T.  Greenshaw, 
and  lives  in  Jackson  Count}^;  Austin  lives  in  Rol- 
lin  and  Frank  is  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  Fitts  cast  his  first  vote  for  Martin  Van 
Buren,  and  has  always  been  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Although  he  had  inferior  facilities 
"  for  obtaining  an  education,  he  is  a  man  of  superior 
intelligence,  and  clear  headed  upon  all  the  subjects 
of  the  day.  He  is  thoroughly  a  self-made  man, 
being  the  architect  himself  of  whatever  fortune  he 
possesses. 


\f]  OHN  R.  GURNEE,  whose  head  is  whitened 
j  by  the  snows  of  eighty-two  winters,  came  to 
j  the  West  over  lift^-six  years  ago,  during 
^^j^  earl}^  manhood,  and  centered  his  strength 
and  courage  upon  the  task  which  then  confronted 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Southern  Michigan.  He 
has  been  the  privileged  witness  of  the  remarkable 
changes  which  have  occurred  during  the  lapse  of 
years,  and  has  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to 
the  development  of  this  section  of  country.  He 
was  in  early  life  inured  to  habits  of  industry,  and 
esteemed  it  no  hardship  to  earn  his  bread  b}^  the 
sweat  of  his  broTv,  being,  in  fact,  proud  of  the 
strength  which  enabled  him  to  assist  in  conquering 
the  soil  and  paying  the  way  for  a  later  civilization. 
He  has  built  up  a  good  record,  and  one  to  which 
his  descendants  will  be  proud  to  revert  in  coming 
years. 

Mr.  Gurnee  was  born  in  Rockland  County,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  9,  1805,  and  is  the  son  of  Halsted  and  Hannah 
(Coe)  Gurnee,  the  former  also  a  native  of  Rockland 
County,  and  the  latter  of  English  descent.  Halsted 
Gurnee  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  was  also  inter- 
ested in  sawmills  and  mercantile  pursuits,  but  was 
cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  his  death  taking 
place  in  Rockland  County  when  he  was  but  forty- 
seven  years  of  age.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  married  in  1802,  and  the  mother  died  in 
Seneca  County,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 

John  R.  Gurnee  continued  under  the  home  roof 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  then 
going  to  Orange,  N.  Y.,  engaged  in  a  tobacco 
factory.  He  had  always  been  a  bright  and  observ- 
ant  lad,   and    at   an    early   age   became   perfectly 


familiar  with  the  machinery  of  the  mills  operated 
by  his  father,  so  that  when  a  boy  of  ten,  he  was 
often  left  in  charge  during  his  father's  absence. 
As  may  be  supposed,  he  was  not  contented  in  a 
tobacco  factory,  and  five  months  later  went  to 
Hempstead,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  on  a  farm,  whence 
he  subsequently  migrated  to  Bloomfield,  N.  J., 
and  engaging  in  a  woolen  factory,  remained  there 
thirteen  months.  At  the  celebration  of  the  ''  Glorious 
Fourth"  of  1824,  his  left  hand  was  nearly  blown 
away  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun.  Young  Gurnee 
being  now  practically  disabled  for  manual  labor, 
repaired  to  New  York  City,  and  entering  a  private 
school,  virtually  began  his  education,  as  heretofore 
he  had  very  little  book  learning.  The  following 
summer  he  worked  on  a  farm,  and  in  the  fall  was 
employed  on  the  canal,  then  in  process  of  construc- 
tion from  Buffalo  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  he  assumed  the  management  of  the 
farm,  upon  which  he  remained  with  his  mother  until 
the  fallof  1831. 

Our  subject  now  determined  to  see  something  of 
the  West,  and  accordingly  started  for  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  county  he 
traveled  about  until  the  spring  of  1832,  and  being 
not  quite  ready  to  settle  down  returned  to  his 
native  State,  where  he  worked  by  the  day  during 
the  following  summer  and  fall.  He  then  returned 
to  Michigan,  and  located  upon  a  piece  of  ground 
which  had  been  purchased  for  him  by  another 
party,  comprising  eighty  acres,  without  any  im- 
provements whatever.  He  made  it  his  first  business 
to  put  up  a  log  house,  and  having  been  married  in 
1832.  he  took  up  his  abode  'with  his  family,  and 
they  occupied  this  dwelling  for  a  period  of  four- 
teen years.  During  this  time  he  had  industriously 
cultivated  this  land  and  been  prospered  in  his 
labors,  and  he  was  now  able  to  put  up  a  modern 
and  well-appointed  residence.  This  is  now  owned 
by  our  subject,  and  occupied  by  tenants;  it  is 
located  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  present  home 
of  the  father.  For  the  past  sixteen  years  Mr. 
Gurnee  has  wisely  taken  life  in  an  easy  manner, 
and  given  full  scope  to  his  life-long  taste  for  travel. 
He  owns  380  acres  of  timber  land  in  Grand 
Traverse  County,  which  will  in  due  time  comprise 
a  fine  property  for  his  children  and  grandchildren. 
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Mr.  Guniee,  while  a  resident  of  New  York,  was 
married,  Nov.  25,  1832,  to  Miss  Hester  Beacli,  a 
native  of  his  own  county  in  New  York,  and  one 
of  his  childhood  associates.  She  was  born  Oct.  8, 
1810,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  became 
the  mother  of  five  children.  Their  eldest  daughter, 
Mary,  died  in  Chicago,  Sept.  17,  1861;  Helen  M. 
is  the  widow  of  W.  R.  King,  of  Chicago,  and  owns 
forty  acres  adjoining  the  property  of  her  father; 
Lucy,  Mrs.  Horace  K.  Beacham,  lives  in  Williams- 
burg, this  State ;  Frances  died  in  the  fifteenth  year 
of  her  age,  July  27,  1857;  Ella,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Savage, 
is  at  home  w^ith  her  father,  as  is  also  her  daughter 
Grace,  an  accomplished  and  interesting  young  lady 
of  nineteen  years. 

Mr.  Gurnee,  although  never  prominent  in  poli- 
tics, has  always  taken  an  interest  in  current  events, 
and  since  1824  has  clung  to  the  principles  of  Henry 
Clay,  of  which  great  man  he  has  been  a  warm 
admirer  tor  more  than  sixty  years. 


^^^># 


LBERT   W.  KNOWLES  occupies  the  old 
£J|i    homestead    of  his  father  on  section  24,  in 


Rome  Township,  where  he  first  opened  his 
(^  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  14th   of  October, 

1853.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  and  has 
been  content  to  follow  agriculture  as  his  vocation, 
a  calling  in  which  he  has  succeeded  admirably  by 
the  aid  of  his  sound  common  sense  and  persever- 
ing industry.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  fine  stock, 
feeding  horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  having  of  the  lat- 
ter a  fine  flock  of  200  liead.  He  has  now  under 
his  control  182  acres  of  land,  and  the  farm  is  sup- 
plied with  substantial  buildings,  conveniently  ar- 
ranged for  all  the  purposes  required. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  one  of  the  oldest  pio- 
neers of  Lenawee  County,  Hezekiah  Knowles,  a 
native  of  Haddam,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  born  Aug.  23,  1808.  His  father,  Hezekiah, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  the  same  place  in  1786,  and  car- 
ried on  the  business  of  a  tanner  and  currier  for 
many  years.  In  1817  he  removed  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  settling  in  Varick,  Seneca  County, 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  there  until  the 
si)ring  of  1837,  when    he  decided    to  cast  his  lot 


with  the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  and  arrived  in 
Ad  rian  on  the  1 0th  of  June  of  that  year.  He  at  once 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Rome  Township, 
where  he  continued  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  22,  184G.  He  had  married  about  the  year 
1807,  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Susan 
Smith,  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  Hezekiah,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
being  the  eldest.  His  wife  was  born  in  Haddam  in 
1700,  and  died  in  Adrian  Township,  this  county, 
in  1870. 

Hezekiah  Knowles,  Jr.,  came  to  this  State  in 
1837,  and  opened  a  general  store  at  Warsaw,  in 
Adrian  Township.  After  selling  his  goods,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  section  24,  in  Rome  Township, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1886,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  He  had  married,  Nov.  12, 
1833,  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Eliza- 
beth Vreeland,  of  Fayette,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who 
became  the  mother  of  two  children,  and  died  at 
the  homestead  in  Rome  Township,  Dec.  20,  1840. 
Their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Anna,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Perkins,  of  Hudson,  this  county,  while  Oliver 
W.  died  Aug.  22,  1839,  when  a  little  over  one  year 
old.  The  second  wife  of  Hezekiah  Knowles,  .Jr., 
to  whom  he  was  married  Oct.  10,  1844,  was  Miss 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Maria  Shu- 
maker,  and  they  also  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Lorissa  A.  and  Mary  A. ;  the  former  is  in 
Adrian,  and  the  latter  died  when  a  child,  in  1851. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Knowles  died  in  Rome  Township, 
Jan.  20,  1849.  On  the  16th  'of  September,  1852, 
occurred  the  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Knowles,  with 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Soop)  Gardner,  of  Wayne  Count}^, 
Mich.,  and  of  this  union  there  was  born  one  son, 
Albert  W.,  of  our  sketch.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  the  daughter  of  Abram  and  Maria  Soop, 
and  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  3,  1816.  She 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1832,  and 
died  at  the  homestead  in  Rome  Township,  Nov.  5, 
1874. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the 
old  place,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  com- 
menced working  the  farm  of  110  acres,  which  had 
been  purchased  by  his  father  from  Mr.  Stafford,  in 
1836.  He  continued  thus  employed  until  about 
1880,  when  his  father  gave  him  the  entire   use  of     ' 
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the  land,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  latter  he  came 
into  full  possession.  He  has  carried  on  in  an  ad- 
mirable manner  the  work  begun  by  his  honored  sire 
in  the  pioneer  days,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  the  old  homestead  has  for  him  a  far  more 
than  moneyed  value.  To  this  place  he  brought  a 
bride  in  the  spring  of  1880,  having  been  married, 
April  6,  to  Miss  Jessie  E.,  daughter  of  David  and 
Emeline  (Hawley)  Smith,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York,  and  came  to  Michigan  before  their  marriage. 
She  was  born  in  Rome  Township,  Jan.  23,  1856, 
and  received  careful  training  from  an  excellent 
mother  and  a  fair  education  in  the  district  school. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  is  one  child 
only,  a  daughter,  Edith  May,  who  was  born  May 
12,  1884.  Mr.  Knowles  votes  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  has  little  to  do  with  public  mat- 
ters. 


MRS.  LORETTA  WHEATON  is  the  widow 
of  Peter  M.  AYheaton,  late  of  this  county. 
Her  residence  is  on  the  old  homestead 
on  section  15  in  Woodstock  Township, 
where  she  is  surrounded  by  several  of  her  chil- 
dren. This  farm  contains  over  240  acres,  on  which 
is  a  fine  residence,  while  the  out-buildings  and  other 
improvements  are  of  a  high  character,  and  every- 
thing betokens  thrift  and  care. 

Peter  M.  Wheaton  first  saw  the  light  in  Aurelius, 
Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  14,  1822,  and  was  the  son 
of  Ichabod  and  Catherine  Wheaton,  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  of  English  and  German  an- 
cestry. In  the  fall  of  1828,  when  Peter  was  but 
six  years  old,  his  parents  removed  to  Victor,  On- 
tario County,  in  the  same  State,  where  they  resided 
until  the  fall  of  1836.  At  that  time,  in  ordei*  to 
better  their  fortunes,  they  migrated  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Adrian  Township,  this  county,  where 
Mr.  Wheaton,  the  elder,  was  engaged  in  farming  un-' 
til  August,  1840,  when  both  he  and  his  wife  died, 
Mrs.  Wheaton  on  Sunday  and  her  husband  the  fol- 
lowing Friday.  The  fever  and  ague  always  com- 
mon to  new  countries  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause 
of  their  death. 

From  the  time  of  coming  here  with  his  parents  in 
1836,  Peter  M.  Wheaton  was  a  constant  resident  of 


Lenawee  County  until  the  date  of  his  death.  Per- 
forming farm  labor  b,y  the  day  or  month  until  the 
fall  of  1845,  he  accumulated  a  little  fund  of  monej^, 
with  which  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  section 
21.  This  was  in  a  state  of  original  wildness  with- 
out any  improvement  whatever,  but  being  rai  active 
man  and  filled  with  energy,  he  soon  cleared  and  im- 
proved about  thirty  acres  of  it,  and  putting  up  a 
log  cabin  lived  there  for  about  two  years,  when  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  120  acres  on  section  16. 
This  was  also  new  land,  so  putting  up  another  cabin 
betook  up  his  residence  thereon,  where  he  remained 
about  eighteen  months.  Growing  dissatisfied  with 
this  purchase  he  then  disposed  of  it  and  bought  ai] 
improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  15,  where 
he  lived  about  two  years.  A  100-acre  tract  on 
section  27  now  meeting  his  fancy,  he  sold  the  place 
where  he  was  then  living  and  purchased  the  former, 
where  he  lived  some  four  years.  The  farm  and 
residence  wh6re  his  widow  and  family  now  reside, 
he  purchased  as  an  improved  place  in  1870. 

Mr.  Wheaton  commenced  life  without  any  means, 
but  possessed  with  a  will  to  do  and  strong  arms.  As 
can  be  seen  above,  he  owned  several  farms  and 
cleared  a  great  many  acres  of  land.  He  made 
his  first  money,  the  nucleus  of  his  fortune,  by  tak- 
ing the  contract  for  chopping  off  the  timber  and 
clearing  a  piece  of  land  for  Levi  Bennett,  on  Bean 
Creek,  in  Rollin  Township,  which  employed  his  time 
for  two  winters.  With  the  money  he  received  he 
made  his  first  purchase  in  real  estate,  and  with  his 
good  wife  settled  down  to  the  hard  and  laborious 
life  of  a  pioneer  farmer.  To  the  worthy  helpmeet 
whom  he  chose  must  be  ascribed  a  large  portion 
of  his  success  in  life.  Possessed  of  considerable 
energy  and  activity,  she  assisted  him  to  the  best  of 
her  powers  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  by  thrift  and 
economy  lessened  his  labor. 

June  25,  1845,  Peter  M.  Wheaton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  I^oretta  Sanford,  who  was  born  in 
Wales,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  9,  1826,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Malachi  and  Balsora  Sanford.  Her  fa- 
ther was  a  native  of  Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  Dec.  31,  1799,  and  was  the  son 
of  Ezekiel  and  Susannah  (Badger)  Sanford.  Eze- 
kiel  Sanford  vvas  born  in  New  Lebanon,  Conn.,  and, 
his  parents  belonging  to  the  society  of  "  Shakers," 
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he  remained  with  that  peculiar  people  until  he  was 
some  fourteen  years  old.  Malachi  Sanford  came  to 
this  State  in  1837,  and  settled  in  Woodstock 
County,  where  he  died  March  3,  1870.  He  had  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Balsora,  the  widow  of  Jared  Scott,  of 
Wales,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  John  M. 
and  Mercy  (Hoyt)  Holmes,  of  the  same  place,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  Mrs.  Wheaton  being 
the  second ;  the  latter  and  one  brother,  E.  M.  San- 
ford, are  still  living.  Mrs.  Balsora  Sanford  was  a 
native  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
Feb.  17,  1793;  she  died  in  Woodstock  Township, 
April  2,  1866. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  M.  Wheaton  were  blessed 
with  a  large  family  of  children,  recorded  as  follows: 
Malachi  S.  was  born  April  30,  1846,  married  Miss 
Louisa  Heminover,  and  is  the  parent  of  three  chil- 
dren: Ida  R.,  who  was  born  Oct.  7,  1869,  and  died 
April  21,  1884;  Luther  M.,  born  Oct.  9,  1871,  and 
Loretta  E.,  Jan.  23,  1874.  He  is  a  resident  of  Jack- 
son County,  this  State,  engaged  in  farming.  Alfred 
A.  was  born  Jan.  7,  1848,  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Heminover,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children : 
William  H.,  born  Dec.  26,  1872;  Armintha  J.,  Oct. 
30,  1874,  and  Lydia,  May  22,  1886.  Erastus  M. 
was  born  Sept.  15,  1849,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1851  ; 
Horace  G.  was  born  Nov.  15,  1851,  married  Mary 
Kane,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Woodstock  Township; 
they  have  two  chddren :  LeGrand,  born  May  3u, 
1881,  and  George,  Nov.  22,  1882.  Betsey  B.,  now 
Mrs.  Alva  Bedell,  of  Woodstock  Township,  was 
born  Nov.  3,  1853  (see  sketch  of  Alva  Bedell); 
Catherine  R.  was  born  Nov.  29,  1855,  and  died 
April  27,  1862;  James  O.  was  born  Dec.  26,  1857, 
and  married  Cora,  the  daughter  of  Albert  and  Julia 
(Brink)  Briggs;  she  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  John 
M.,  who  was  born  Jan.  10,  1887;  George  was  born 
Jan.  24,  1860,  and  died  March  1  of  the  same  year; 
Elmar  and  Ellen  (twins),  were  born  March  3,1861. 
Elmar  married  Mary  J.  Taylor,  of  Woodstock  Town- 
ship, and  is  the  parent  of  one  boy,  La  Verne,  who 
was  born  Oct.  10,  1887;  Anna  H.  M.  was  born 
April  2,  1863;  Ira  I.,  May  17,  1865,  and  Job  C, 
Jan.  13,  1871  ;  these  are  at  home;  two  children  died 
in  infancy. 

After  a  long  life  of  usefulness,  Peter  M.  Wheaton 
died  at  his  residence  on  section  15,    in    Woodstock 
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Township,  Feb.  5,  1887.  He  left  a  sorrowing  fam- 
ily and  a  large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  their  loss. 
A  good  man  is  known  by  his  works,  and  Mr.  Whea- 
ton possessed  the  esteem  and  consideration  of  the 
community  in  a  high  degree,  thereby  showing  that 
his  life  had  been  filled  with  noble  deeds. 
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Vw/  EWIS  C.  BAKER,  of  Adrian  Township,  oc- 
cupies  the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  the 
^  land  which  the  latter  entered  from  the  Gov- 
ernment while  Michigan  was  a  Territory;  the  fam- 
ily have  been  residents  of  this  county  since  that 
time.  Our  subject  was  the  sixth  of  ten  children, 
and  was  born  Feb.  18,  1844,  under  the  roof  where 
he  now  lives  and  has  since  called  home.  Like  his 
father  before  him  he  is  a  thorough  and  skillful 
farmer,  possessing  excellent  judgment  and  good 
business  capacities.  The  elder  Baker  assisted  largely 
in  the  development  of  Adrian  Township,  and  to  his 
son  the  intelligent  people  of  the  community  now 
look  to  perpetuate  the  work  which  was  begun  by 
the  old  pioneer  and  carried  on  in  a  most  praise- 
worthy manner. 

Norton  Baker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Manchester,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  9,  1802, 
while  the  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph  M.  Baker, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  born  Feb.  19,  1780, 
and  soon  afterward  his  parents  removed  to  Rut- 
land, Vt.  Joseph  M.  continued  there  under  the 
home  roof  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  then  set- 
ting out  for  himself,  migrated  to  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  soon  afterward  purchased  a  farm 
near  what  was  then  the  town  of  Farmington.  In 
the  spring  of  1833  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
that  section  and  coming  to  this  county  purchased 
land  from  the  Government  and  located  in  the  new 
township  of  Rome,  where  he  built  up  a  good 
homestead,  which  he  occupied  until  a  few  years 
before  his  death,  when  he  finally  moved  into  the 
village,  where  his  demise  took  place  May  27,  1872. 

About  the  year  1800  Joseph  M.  Baker  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sally  Cruthers,  whose  ac- 
quaintance he  had  made  after  going  to  New  York 
State,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  Phelps,  Ontario 
County.     She  was  born  in  Half  Moon,   N.   Y.,  in 
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1778.  She  became  the  mother  of  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  and  came  with  her  liusband  to  this 
county,  her  death  taking  place  in  Rome,  Sept.  15, 
1851.  Of  this  marriage  Norton  Baker  was  the  ekl- 
est  chikl,  and  as  his  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  the  early  advantages  of 
the  boy  were  extremely  limited.  The  schools  were 
few  and  far  between,  but  he  learned  to  read  and 
write  mostly  at  home,  and  after  becoming  old 
enough  to  be  of  service  on  the  farm,  worked  there 
and  in  a  distillery  until  he  was  about  twenty-eight 
years  old  and  until  starting  for  the  West.  He  came 
to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1833,  with  his  father, 
and  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  what  was  then  Logan, 
but  is  now  Adrian  Township.  He  cleared  150 
acres  of  land,  bringing  it  to  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  provided  it  with  excellent  buildings, 
barns,  sheds,  etc.,  and  a  good  orchard,  and  still 
makes  it  his  home. 

The  land  which  Norton  Baker  selected  was  situ- 
ated on  the  sloping  banks  of  Wolf  Creek,  a  fine  lit- 
tle stream  of  water  which  passes  nearly  through  the 
center  of  the  farm,  increasing  its  value  as  pasture 
land  besides  contributing  to  the  general  fertility  of 
the  soil.  He  had  been  accompanied  in  his  western 
venture  by  the  young  wife  whom  he  had  married 
Sept.  12,  1830,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  who 
was  Miss  Almeda,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary 
Howland,  of  Manchester.  Mrs.  Baker  was  born 
Dec.  6,  1812,  and  was  of  New  England  ancestry 
for  several  generations.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Adams,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  in  1789,  and  the 
mother  of  Worcester,  R.  L,  born  in  178G.  Mr. 
Howland  came  to  Michigan  in  i84(),and  purchased 
a  farm  in  Adrian  Township.  His  death  took  place 
in  1871.  His  wife  had  died  the  first  year  of  their 
arrival  here,  in  September,  1846. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton  Baker  experienced  all  the 
difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  country,  and  in  common 
with  the  people  around  them,  bore  patiently  and 
courageously  the  trials  and  struggles  which  they 
had  come  fully  prepared  to  meet.  Tlie  father  of 
our  subject  possessed  the  sturdy  spirit  required  by 
the  men  of  those  times  and  was  prospered  in  his 
labors.  In  due  time  the  parental  household  in- 
cluded ten  chiidren,  who  were  named  respectively: 
Sarah  M.,  now  the  wife  of  Hr.  Willard  Perkins,  of 


Eranklin,  this  county ;  Isaac  IL,  who  died  in  Adrian, 
April  3,  1852,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age; 
Ellen  L.,  Mrs.  George  Gambee,  of  Adrian;  Lois  A., 
who  died  March  12,  1852,  at  the  interesting  age  of 
sixteen  years;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  George  Hunt, 
of  Rome;  Roxanna  I.,  who  died  April  2,  1852, 
when  eleven  years  of  age;  Lewis  C,  our  subject; 
Erank  I.,  who  died  June  2,  1862,  when  seventeen 
years  old;  Almeda  A.,  who  died  Feb.  16,  1852, 
when  four  years  old,  and  Ava  E. 

The  Lewis  homestead  forms  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive spots  in  the  landscape  of  Adrian  Town- 
ship and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  continue  in 
the  family  for  generations  to  come. 


I       EO     II. 
Ill  (@  whose  na 
HL^^  young  a] 


^1/  EO  H.  McCONNELL.  The  gentleman 
name  heads  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
and  successful  general  farmers  of 
Raisin  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Fairfield 
Township,  Lenawee  County,  where  he  was  born 
Jan.  22,  1859,  and  is  a  descendant  of  the  McCon- 
nells  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland.  His  father,  Hugh 
McConnell,  was  born  in  that  county  in  the  year 
1820,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  father  when 
he  was  thirteen  years  old.  His  parents  after  spend- 
ing some  time  in  Canada  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  located  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  there  Hugh  Mc- 
Connell grew  to  manhood.  Deeming  that  he  could 
more  advantageously  ply  his  vocation,  that  of  farm- 
ing, in  a  more  newly  settled  country,  he  turned  his 
footsteps  toward  Michigan,  and  came  to  Fairfield 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  located  and  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  June  9,  1878,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-eight.  Although  not  one  of  the  first  ^settlers 
of  the  township  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  pioneer 
who  did  much  to  forward  its  interests  and  render 
it  prosperous,  and  was  much  respected  for  his  in- 
telligence, sound  judgment  and  unswerving  integ- 
rity of  character.  His  good  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Margaret  Jane  Colvin,  survives  him, 
making  her  home  with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  is  hale  and  active  at  sixty-five  years  of 
age  (for  parental  history  see  sketch  of  J.  B.  Colvin.) 
She  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  father,  who   was  one  of  the 
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pioneers  of  this  county.  Slie  beenrne  the  mother 
of  seven  chihlren,  four  of  whom  are  living,  namely  : 
Eliza  J.,  the  wife  of  F.  L.  Williams,  residing*  in 
Ker  City,  Fla. ;  Susanna,  the  wife  of  John  Shoe- 
maker, a  farmer  in  Fairfield  Townshii);  Leo  II.,  t\nd 
Edward  C,  a  telegraph  operator  in  the  employ  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company,  in  Montana; 
the  names  of  the  deceased  were  Arthur,  Eva  and 
Arthur  J. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  his  father's  death,  where  his  education  was 
further  supplemented  by  a  practical  training  in 
farming  under  the  father's  wise  guidance.  In  the 
year  1882  he  rented  a  farm  of  eighty-four  acres  on 
section  15  of  Raisin  Township,  and  here  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  Though  a  young  farmer,  Mr. 
McConnell's  careful  training,  coupled  with  energy 
and  perseverance,  has  made  him  successful  in  his 
calling,  as  he  now  occcupies  the  old  Colvin  home- 
stead. 

In  his  work  Mr.  McConnell  has  had  the  assistance 
of  a  good  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Fairfield 
Township  on  the  16th  of  November,  1882.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Clara  E.  Morley,  and  she  was 
born  in  Chicago,  111.,  elan.  10,  18G1.  Her  parents 
were  Robert  and  Serena  (Sparrows)  Morley,  the 
former  a  native  of  England,  and  a  carpenter  ])y 
trade.  He  came  to  Fairfield  in  1881  and  there 
died,  while  his  wife  died  in  Chicago,  111. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
McConnell — Nina  C,  Norman  C.  and  Edward  H. 
Mrs.  McConnell  is  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  McCon- 
nell is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party. 
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UGrUST  GLASER,  a  representativ^e  busi- 
ness man  of  Riga  Townsliip,  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  G laser  6z  Ruedy,  general 
merchants.  Mr.  Glaser  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  Feb.  29,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Ernest 
Glaser,  who  was  also  a^iative'of  ^Baden,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  there.  Our'  subject  was  very  early  de- 
prived of  the  care  of  his  parents,  his  father 
d3ing  when  he  was  but  six    months   old,   and   his 


mother  when  he  wns  five  ye;u's  of  age,  nnd  the  un- 
fortunate child  was  theiiceforth  reared  by  strangers, 
and  at  a  very  youthful  age  commenced  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  He  attended  school  quite 
regularly  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  and  ac- 
quii:ed  a  fair  education. 

Our  sul)ject  then  came  to  America  with  his 
brother  William,  and  landing  in  New  York,  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  Sanduslw,  Ohio,  where 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years  to  learn 
thb  shoemaker's  trade.  After  acquiring  a  good 
knowledge  of  this  trade,  he  did  journey  work  for 
three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
o|)ened  a  shop  and  engaged  in  the  business  on  his 
own  account  until  186 1 .  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  he  responded  with  the  patriotic  ardor  of  a  na- 
tive-born citizen  to  the  first  call  of  the  Government 
for  troops.  He  served  two  months  at  Camp  Tay- 
lor, and  then,  his  term  of  enlistment  expiring,  he 
was  honorabl}^  discharged  and  returned  to  Sandusky. 
In  June,  1862,  he  again  enlisted  and  became 
a  member  of  Company  D,  128th  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  served  with  his  regiment  for  awhile  at  John- 
son's Island.  The  regiment  was  afterward  sent  to 
Point  Lookout,  Md.,  but  at  the  time  of  the  at- 
tenipted  release  of  the  rebel  prisoners  on  Johnson's 
Island,  it  was  recalled  to  do  garrison  duty  there. 
Our  subject  remained  on  the  island  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  in  June, 
1865,  having  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Glaser  came  to  Michigan  to 
make  his  home,  first  spending  two  months  in  Bliss- 
field,  and  then  coming  to  Riga  Township,  where  he 
has  since  been  a  resident.  He  opened  a  shop 
and  worked  at  his  old  trade  for  two  years,  then  put 
in  a  stock  of  groceries  and  established  himself  in 
the  grocery  business,  which  he  conducted  with  much 
success  for  three  years.  He  then  sold  out  that  busi- 
ness, and  erecting  the  l)uilding  he  at  present  oc- 
cupies, commenced  business  as  a  boot  and  shoe 
dealer.  He  confined  himself  exclusively  to  that 
business  for  some  time,  but  finally  put  in  a  stock  of 
general  merchandise,  and  under  the  firm  name  of 
Glaser  &  Ruedy,  established  his  present  business. 
He  has  studied  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  by  close 
attention  to  business  and  square  dealings,    has   se- 
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cured  a  good  trade  which  is  constantly  increasing. 
Mr.  Glaser  was  first  married,  in  1857,  to  Chris- 
tiana Shetler,  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  Gernian}^ 
She  died  in  1870,  and  left  three  children — Louis, 
William  and  George.  She  was  a  kind  and  devoted 
wife  and  mother,  and  was  held  in  respect  by.  all 
who  knew  her.  Mr.  Glaser's  second  marriage, 
which  occurred  Sept.  10,  1871,  was  to  Mrs.  Barbara 
(Tagsold)  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Aug.  19, 
1847,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Christiana 
Tagsold,  and  widow  of  John  Miller.  Her  parents 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Riga  Township 
early  in  its  history,  and  here  spent  their  last  years 
on  a  farm  which  they  had  cleared  from  the  wilder- 
ness. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glaser  have  been  born  four 
children — Theodore,  Alma,  Agnes  and  Carrie.  Mrs. 
(xlaser  had  a  son,  William,  by  her  first  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glaser  are  held  in  deservedly  high 
repute  as  people  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  all  in  the  community.  Mr.  Glaser  is  a 
prominent  member  of  Scott  Post  No.  43,  G.  A.  R., 
and  of  Riga  Lodge  No.  361,  L  O.  O.  F. 

R.  HENRY  P.  COMBS,  a  retired  physician, 
residing  in  the  township  of  Rome,  has 
always  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the 
political  circles  of  the  town  and  county- 
Being  a  gentleman  of  superior  education,  he  has 
been  induced  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  represent 
them  in  various  capacities,  and  has  always  done  so 
with  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  his  constituents. 
Dr.  Combs  is  a  native  of  Onondaga  County, 
New  York  State,  where  his  birth  took  place  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1820.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
Combs,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who  removed 
to  Central  New  York  in  an  early  da}^  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  which  business  he  chiefly  fol- 
lowed, having  but  little  taste  for  farm  life.  In 
1816  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  S., 
daughter  of  Henry  S.  Piatt,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
that  portion  of  the  Empire  State,  and  who  died  there 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  John  Combs  was 
taken  from  his  family  by  death  when  he  had  barely 
attained  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  His  widow 
-♦- — 


married  Joseph  Rhodes  and  removed  to  Adrian, 
Mich.,  in  1838,  where  she  died,  aged  sixty -two 
years,  leaving  three  children.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  a  most  esti- 
mable woman. 

Dr.  Combs  remained  at  home  with  liis  mother  un- 
til  he    had   reached    the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at- 
tending the  schools  of  the  county  most  of  the  time, 
and  laying  a  strong  foundation  for  his  future  edu- 
cation.    After  some  time    spent    in   the    schools  of 
Adrian,    he    commenced  the    study  of  medicine, 
which  he  closely  followed  for  more  than  three  years 
and  a  half.     Two    full  courses    of    lectures    were 
then    attended  by  him  at  the  college  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  from  there,  after  graduation,  he  came  to 
this  township,  in  1845,  and  began  the    practice    of 
his  profession.     Continuing  in  the  art  of  healing 
the  sick,  he  met  with  great  success,  and  folio vved  it 
until   1865,  when  he   retired   from  practice.     Since 
that  time  he  has   been  chiefly  occupied    in    looking 
after  his  farm  and  attending  to  his  political   duties. 
In    politics    Dr.   Combs  is  a  Republican,  having 
been   formerly  a  member  of  the  great  Whig  party. 
In    1857    he   was   elected  a  member   of    the  State 
Legislature,  and  served  in  that  body  for  two  years, 
and  so  well  did  he  serve  the  people  that  in  1863  he 
was  again  sent  to  that  body  for  anotlier  term.     He 
has  also  been    called  upon  to  fill  the  positions  of 
School  Inspector  and   Township  Clerk    for  several 
years,  and   that  of  County  Superintendent  of  the 
poor  for  more  than  thirteen  years.     Never   grudg- 
ing the  time  spent  in  the  service  of  the  community, 
he    has  always    retained  the  esteem   of  the  people. 
Consistent  in   all  things,    his  political  life  has  been 
an  honor  to  him  and  to  those   who  appreciated  his 
most  excellent  qualities  both  of  heart  and  mind. 

In  1858,  the  Doctor  took  for  a  partner  in  life. 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Sharer,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  30,  1  834.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Pamelia  (Langdon)  Sharer,  of 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  The  former  was  born 
in  Maryland  in  1807,  but  removed  in  early  life 
to  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  business  as  well  as  farming 
for  many  years.  He  removed  to  Michigan  in  1835, 
and  is  now  living  with  the  Doctor.  His  wife  died 
here  May  18,  1881. 
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Dr.  and  Mrs.  Heiirj  Combs  arc  the  parents  of 
two  children  :  John  H.,  who  was  born  Dec.  20,  181)1, 
married  Miss  Nellie  E.  Williams,  and  is  tlie  parent 
of  one  child,  Alice  E. ;  Allege  E.  was  born  in  1 872,  and 
diedin  the  same  year,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Combs  are  both 
attendants  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  carry  their 
religion  into  their  everj^day  affairs. 
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^==^EORGE  W.  TEACHOUT  cast  his  lot  with 
II  (^w?  ^^^^  early  settlers  of  Michigan  in  the  spring 
^^^4  of  1852,  locating  on  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Rome  Township,  which  he  has  since  occupied,  and 
to  which  he  has  added  until  he  now  has  a  fine  estate, 
including  200  acres  of  land  with  substantial  build- 
ings, a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock,  and  all  the 
other  appurtenances  of  the  modern  country  home. 
In  addition  to  general  farming  he  makes  a  specialty 
of  blooded  sheep,  which  are  the  source  of  a  hand- 
some income  annually.  He  has  been  quite  prom- 
inent in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Constable,  Highway 
and  Drain  Commissioner,  Deputy  Sheriff  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected 
in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  has  held  it  by  successive 
elections  since  that  time.  He  represented  his  town- 
ship in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Republican  part}^  since  its 
organization. 

Our  subject,  like  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
northwestern  part  of  this  county,  is  a  native  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  Feb.  1,  1827. 
His  father,  Jacob  Teachout,  Jr.,  was  the  son  of 
Jacob,  Sr.,  whose  father,  a  native  of  Holland,  em- 
igrated to  America  in  early  manhood,  after  his  mar- 
riage, and  died  in  New  York  State  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years;  his  wife  lived  to  be  ninety-two 
years  old.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  which  he 
followed  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  Jacob  Teach- 
out,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Schuyler  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1784, 
and  started  out  in  life  for  himself  when  a  lad  fif- 
teen years  of  age.  He  continued  on  the  farm  in 
Ontario  County  until  1864,  in  the  meantime  having 
purchased  land  for  himself.  At  this  date  he  dis- 
posed of  his  property  in  the  Empire  State,  and 
coming  to  Michigan,  made  his  home  with  his  son, 


j  in  Hillsdnle  County,  where  his  death  took  place  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  ninetN'-two  years.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Rachel,  daughter  of  Elijah  Curtis,  of  New 
York  State,  who  died  in  Ontario  County  when  about 
sixty-five  years  of  age.  His  wife  subsequently 
came  to  Michigan,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
in  Genesee  Count3%  aged  eighty-eight  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in 
Schuyler  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1794,  and  died  there 
when  sixty-nine  years  old.  Jacob  Teachout,  Jr., 
was  Republican  in  politics  during  the  later  years  of 
his  life.  In  early  manhood  he  tiad  voted  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket,  but  subsequently  changed  his  views. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  reared  their  thirteen  children  in 
a  careful  and  conscientious  manner. 

George  W.  Teachout,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  spent  with  his  brother-in-law,  at  Port  Gibson, 
was  a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
twenty -one  years  of  age.  In  September,  1848,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  W.,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Teachout,  of  New  York  State,  who  was  the  son 
of  John  Teachout,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
who  came  to  Michigan  during  its  pioneer  days,  and 
died  in  Cambridge  Township,  this  county,  at  the 
house  of  his  son  William,  when  seventy  years  of 
age.  His  wife  had  died  in  New  York  State  while  a 
young  woman,  and  before  the  removal  to  the  West. 
William  Teachout  came  to  Michigan  in  185.'],  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Cambridge  Township,  this 
county.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Teachout, 
was  Rachel,  daughter  of  Peter  Wells,  of  New  York, 
and  died  in  Cambridge  Township,  this  county, 
when  fifty-eight  years  of  age.  John  Teachout  had 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after  be- 
ing transformed  from  a  soldier  to  a  civilian,  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits- 
Mrs.  Harriet  W.  Teachout  was  born  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  7,  1830,  and  after  marriage 
she  and  our  subject  commenced  life  together  on  a 
small  farm  in  their  native  county,  where  they  con- 
tinued until  1852.  Mr.  T.  then  sold  out,  and  com- 
ing to  this  county,  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Rome  Township,  which  is  now  included  in  his 
present  homestead,  and  to  which  he  added  until  the 
farm  comprises  200  acres.  With  the  exception  of 
one  and  one-half  years,  during  which  he  was  oper- 
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ating  a  grist  and  woolen  mill  in  Adrian,  he  has  been 
continuously  engaged  in  farming. 

The  four  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teachout  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Benjamin  F.  was  l)orn  Jan. 
17,  1849,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  con- 
sequently but  a  little  over  three  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  county.  Here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  married  Miss  Adel,  daughter  of  John 
Sickles,  of  New  York  State,  and  who  is  now  pro- 
prietor of  the  Gibson  House  in  Adrian ;  they  have 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Florence  W.,  eleven-years  of 
age.  Benjamin  is  a  fUie  musician,  and  has  engage- 
ments all  over  the  county.  Helen  E.  and  Ellen  A. 
(twins)  were  born  Sept.  30, 185-);  Helen  is  the  wife 
of  F.  A.  Desermia,  of  French  descent,  who  conducts 
a  hotel  at  Ousted,  and  has  an  interest  in  farm  prop- 
erty in  Rome;  they  have  one  child,  Beulah  A., 
five  years  of  age.  Ellen  A.  married  John  Sickles, 
Jr.,  who  is  in  the  hotel  business  at  Adrian,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Jennie  F.,  now  fourteen  years  of 
age.  William  A.  was  born  Aug.  27,  1855,  and 
married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  Christman, 
of  Rome;  they  have  two  children,  a  daughter  and 
a  son,  named  respectively  Zeda  and  Clare;  this  son 
is  conducting  a  hotel  at  Rome  Center. 


ENJAMIN  LAUR.  One  of  the  neatest 
farms  and  most  comfortable  appearing 
homesteads  in  Cambridge  Township  is  the 
one  owned  by  Mr.  Laur,  on  sections  26  and 
27,  where  he  has  1  80  acres  of  land,  all  well  improved. 
He  gives  much  of  his  attention  to  stock-raising,  in 
which  line  of  farming  he  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. 

Mr.  Laur  is  a  native  of  what  is  now  known  as 
Elgin  County,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born  May 
17,  1827.  His  father,  George  Laur,  was  a  farmer, 
a  native  of  Ontario,  and  lived  and  died  on  the 
farm  where  our  subject  was  reared,  in  the  county 
of  Elgin ;  this  land  was  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  serving  in  the  War  of  1812.  George 
Laur,  being  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
served  in  the  P^iiglish  army  as  Sergeant,  and  pur- 
chased cattle  for  the  regiment.  His  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Ilerett,  l)ecame 


the  mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Benjamin 
was  the  youngest.  In  1828  this  estimable  lady 
died,  and  all  her  children  have  followed  her  except 
John,  who  lives  in  Canada,  and  Benjamin,  our  sub- 
ject. George  Laur  subsequently  to  this  married 
Jane  Marsh,  and  died  in  1860,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years.  Tlie  paternal  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  John  Laur,  a  native  of 
Germany,  who  when  a  young  man  came  to  America 
previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  located  in 
the  State  of  Penns3dvania,  where  he  remained  some 
years;  then  removing  to  Canada  he  located  in 
Wetland  County,  Ontario,  where  he  and  his  wife 
remained  until  their  death;  the  land,  embracing 
quite    a  tract,  is  still  owned  by  the  family. 

Benjamin  Laur  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity,  and  first  came  to  Michigan 
in  1846,  but  after  a  short  visit  returned  to  his 
Canadian  home.  In  1848  he  again  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  traveled  extensively  through 
Illinois  for  his  health,  that  being  very  delicate  at 
the  time.  Somewhat  later  he  came  to  Adrian, 
Mich.,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage,  Feb.  28, 
1849,  with  Miss  Lydia  P.  Scott,  and  shortly  after- 
ward returned  to  his  home  in  Canada,  w^here  he 
made  his  residence  for  four  years  in  Elgin  County, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Adrian  Township, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  lived  eighteen 
years.  In  1869  he  bought  the  place  where  he 
now  lives  in  this  township,  and  removed  here. 

Mrs.  Laur  was  born  in  Farmington,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  8,  1827,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of 
George  and  Mary  (Pratt)  Scott,  the  former  of 
whom  is  a  native  of  Cumberland,  England,  and  the 
latter  of  New  York.  George  Scott  came  to  America 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  after  a  tempestu- 
ous voyage,  lasting  nearly  six  months,  located  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  where  he  was  subsequently 
married.  When  Lydia  was  but  a  few  months  old 
the  family  removed  to  Michigan  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  and  the  lake  to  Monroe,  whence  they 
came  by  ox-teams  through  the  unbroken  wilderness 
to  Adrian  Township,  and  located  in  June,  1827,  be- 
fore the  village  of  Adrian  had  been  started.  The 
land  on  which  they  located,  comprising  more  than 
a  section,  was  taken  up  by  the  grandfather,  Joseph 
Pratt,  at  Government  prices.      Five  years  later  the 


-•►--i- 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


963 


latter  died,  while  his  wife,  whose  inniden  nuine  wns 
Rebecca  Wilbur,  survived  her  husband,  finally  pass- 
ing away  to  her  rest  from  the  home  of  her  grand- 
daughter in  1864,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  The  Pratt  and  Scott  families  were  all  members 
of  the  Society  of  P>iends,  and  governed  all  their 
actions  by  the  tenets    of  these  noble  people. 

Greorge  Scott,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Laur,  is  yet 
living  in  Adrian  Township,  having  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  notwith- 
standing his  labors  in  early  life  he  retains  his  physi- 
cal and  mental  strength  to  a  great  degree.  His 
wife,  who  died  in  1874,  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  one  son  and 
three  daughters  of  whom  are  yet  living  and  are 
married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laur  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Howes,  residing  on  a  farm  in  Fairfield  Township ; 
Emmelletta  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Smith,  a  resident 
of  Jackson  County,  Mich. ;  Eliza  Jane  is  the  wife 
of  William  Lindsey,  a  resident  of  Oceana  County, 
Mich. ;  Delphine  A.  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Lee,  re- 
siding in  Cambridge  Township;  Kate  is  the  wife  of 
Elsten  Fullmer,  of  Antrim  County,  Mich.,  while 
George  A.  remains  at  home  helping  his  father  to 
operate  the  homestead. 

Like  their  ancestors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laur  affiliate 
with  the  Friends,  or  Quakers,  in  religion,  and  travel 
through  this  world  fully  imbued  with  the  upright 
intentions  of  that  noble  sect.  Their  example  to 
the  rising  generation  cannot  but  be  helpful,  for  in 
their  lives  their  precepts  are  exemplified  in  their 
practice. 


ANIEL  WIGGINS.  The  pleasantly  lo- 
cated farm  of  ninety  acres  situated  on 
section  33,  in  Macon  Township,  invariably 
attracts  the  attention  of  the  passerby  from 
the  business-like  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted  and 
the  general  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity  that  sur- 
rounds it.  This  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Wig- 
gins over  thirty  years  ago,  in  the  spring  of  1854, 
and  when,  as  may  be  imagined,  it  bore  little  resem- 
blance to  its  present  condition.  It  was  then  a 
wild,  uncultivated  tract  of  land  which  had  been  the 


posscv^sion  of  David  Stout,  and  upon  which  there 
were  no  improvements  worth  mentioning.  Not 
long  after  Mr.  Wiggins  took  it  in  hand,  however, 
it  was  evident  that  a  decided  change  was  taking 
place,  and  each  year  since  that^me  has  added 
something  to  its  value.  There  is  now  a  good  set 
of  frame  buildings,  neat  and  substantial  fences,  a 
choice  assortment  of  live  stock,  modern  machinery, 
and  all  the  appliances  of  the  first-class  country  es- 
tate. 

Mr.  Wiggins  is  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
where  he  was  born  Feb.  16,  1828,  and  continued  a 
resident  of  his  native  county  until  after  his  mar- 
riage. He  is  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Anna 
(Silverside)  Wiggins,  the  former  a  painter  and 
cooper,  who  pursued  these  trades  his  entire  life, 
which  he  spent  in  Yorkshire,  finally  being  laid  to 
rest  upon  his  native  soil  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years.  His  wife,  Anna,  whose  birthplace  was  not 
far  from  that  of  husband,  died  while  comparatively 
a  yonng  woman.  Their  family  included  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Upon  reaching  manhood  Daniel  Wiggins  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Britton,  a  his- 
tory of  whose  family  will  be  found  in  a  sketch  of 
John  Britton,  published  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
The  wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Yorkshire,  in  December,  1849,  and  a  few  months 
later  the  young  couple  started  on  a  voyage  to  the 
United  States.  They  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel 
at  Hull,  and  landed  in  New  York  City  in  June, 
1850,  whence  they  proceeded  at  once  to  Southern 
Michigan,  locating  in  Macon  Township,  this  county. 

Mr.  Wiggins  came  to  this  county  with  a  capital 
of  $90,  which  he  invested  fortunately,  and  by  his 
good  judgment  and  forethought  was  enabled  to  in- 
crease his  talent  in  genuine  Scriptural  manner.  He 
was  never  backward  about  putting  his  shoulder  to 
the  wheel,  and  for  a  few  years  labored  early  and 
late  for  the  development  of  his  land  and  the  build- 
ing up  of  his  homestead.  He  was  particularly  ex- 
pert as  a  plowman,  and  took  the  first  premium  at 
the  county  fair  four  years  in  succession  and  one 
premium  at  the  State  fair,  where  the  result  of  his 
skill  was  viewed  with  admiration  by  hundreds  of 
spectators. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.    Wiggins    became   the    parents   of 
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eight  children,  and  the  mother  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  in  Macon  Township,  July  17,  187(i,  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years.  She  was  a  good  woman  in 
the  broadest  meaning  of  the  word,  a  devoted  wife 
and  mother,  and  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends.  She  had  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  alwa3^s  earn- 
est in  the  Master's  cause.  Their  son,  Eddie  C,  died 
Dec.  21,  1859,  when  two  years  of  age;  the  remaining 
children  are  John  T.,  who  married  Miss  Cheever, 
and  is  farming  in  Macon  Township;  Daniel  R., 
Francis  A.,  Hannah  M.,  Ida  M.,  Hattie  L.  and  Joseph ; 
all  are  married  except  Joseph. 

Our  subject,  Nov.  22,  1877,  contracted  his 
second  marriage,  with  Mrs.  Alvena  (Swick)  Miller, 
who  was  born  in  Macon  Township,  Nov.  13,  1840, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  E.  Swick,  who  is  men- 
tioned in  the  sketch  of  William  Swick,  which  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  W.  was 
reared  and  educated  in  her  native  county,  and  was 
married  to  her  first  husband,  Albert  Miller,  in  1859. 
Mr.  Miller  was  instantly  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a 
boiler  in  a  sawmill  at  Saline,  in  Washtenaw 
County,  in  1871.  Of  this  first  marriage  there 
were  born  three  children:  Cassius  M.  C.  and  Emma 
A.,  who  are  married,  and  Charles  S.,  who  makes  his 
home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiggins.  Mr.  Wiggins 
b}^  this  later  marriage  is  the  father  of  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Mary,  born  Ang.  4,  1879,  and  now  an 
interesting  little  girl  of  eight  years.  Mr.  Wiggins, 
politically,  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  in  religious  matters,  has  for  many  years  been 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 
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R.  WILLIAM  BROWN,  for  twenty-five 
years  or  more,  was  a  successful  practicing 
physician  of  this  county,  but  in  1882  he 
associated  himself  with  his  youngest  son 
and  established  the  leading  drug- store  of  Addison, 
to  which  he  has  since  given  a  share  of  attention. 
He  is  a  pharmacist  of  long  experience,  and  his  son 
Day,  the  junior  partner,  received  his  instructions 
from  his  father.  Their  store  is  finely  appointed, 
and  they  carry  a  full  stock  of  drugs  and  medicines 
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with  the  various  other  articles  pertaining  to  this 
branch  of  trade. 

Dr.  Brown  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and 
was  born  near  Ft.  Ticonderoga,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
1821.  His  parents,  eJeremiah  and  Mary  (Water- 
man) Brown,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  May  2,  1789,  and  departed  this 
life  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Roberts,  in 
Addison,  Feb.  7,  1874.  Mrs.  Mary  Brown  was 
born  April  21,  1796,  and  preceded  her  husband  to 
the  silent  land  ten  years,  her  death  taking  place  at 
her  home  in  Minnesota,  Jan.  18,  1864.  Jeremiah 
Brown  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
left  his  native  State  soon  after  his  marriage,  remov- 
ing to  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  for  a 
short  time,  then  returned  to  the  Green  Mountain 
State  and  resided  ten  years.  In  1840  he  set  out 
once  more,  and  coming  to  Southern  Michigan  pur- 
chased ten  acres  of  land  in  Rome  Township,  where 
he  resided  until  1848.  Then  selling  out  he  moved 
to  Woodstock  Township,  and  after  a  short  time 
bought  forty  acres  in  Cambridge  Township.  He 
kept  this  but  a  short  time  when  he  sold  it,  and  in 
connection  with  his  son  William  bought  eighty 
acres  in  Woodstock  Township,  which  continued  to 
be  his  residence  several  years.  Selling  this  prop- 
erty he  moved  to  Minnesota,  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Hennepin  County,  and  there  re- 
mained until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  sold 
that  property,  and  came  .to  Addison,  Lenawee 
County,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  as  above  stated.  He  was 
eighty -five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  Jeremiah  and  Mary 
Brown,  William  of  our  sketch  was  the  eldest,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  sister,  Esther,  Mrs. 
Roberts,  who  died  in  Addison,  July  2,  1874,  they 
are  all  living.  William  continued  under  the  home 
roof  attending  the  district  school  during  his  boy- 
hood, and  doing  very  little  work  until  thirteen 
years  of  age,  after  which  when  not  in  school  he 
was  employed  upon  the  farm.  Later  he  went  to 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  attended  a  private 
school  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Whitlock,  and 
afterward  engaged  as  a  teacher  two  years,  spending 
his  vacations  upon  the  farm.  In  the  meantime  he 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  later  entered 
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the  office  of  Dr.  Case,  of  Rome  Townshii),  v\ith 
whom  he  spent  two  years.  After  the  death  of  Dr. 
C.  he  placed  himself  under  the  tuition  of  Dr. 
Grove  and  subsequently  Dr.  Spalding,  of  Adrian. 
He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
1846  in  Rome  Township,  and  has  followed  it  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  county  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Dr.  Brown  has  been  popular  as  a  man  as  well  as 
a  physician,  and  up  to  the  election  of  President 
Buchanan  labored  in  support  of  the  Democratic 
party.  The  agitation  of  the  various  questions  of 
that  momentous  period  led  him  to  adopt  different 
views,  and  he  identified  himself  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  where  he  has  since  been  found  one  of 
the  most  earnest  supporters  of  its  principles.  With 
a  thorough  contempt  for  the  ofHce-seeker  he  has  re- 
peatedly declined  honors,  but  has  consented  to 
serve  in  the  positions  where  he  believed  he  could  do 
the  most  effective  work.  He  has  served  as  School 
Inspector  two  terms  and  Director  eight  years  in  the 
township  of  Woodstock,  and  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  Town  Treasurer,  which  office  he  held  one 
year. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  William  Brown  and  Miss 
Sarah  Temperance  Church^  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Hudson  Township,  March  6, 
1842.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
28,  1823,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Addison,  Sept.  6, 
1880.  She  was  a  lady  of  many  estimable  qualities, 
and  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  three  children  born  of  this  union  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Sarah  F.  was  born  in  Rome 
Township,  Nov.  28,  1842,  and  became  tlie  wife  of 
William  Kline,  who  died  Jan.  30,  1880,  leaving  his 
widow  and  four  children;  Mrs.  Kline  has  one  son, 
married  and  living  in  Addison ;  his  wife  was  Miss 
Catherine  Underwood.  Jeremiah  Brown  was  born 
in  Rome  Township,  April  22,  1845,  and  married 
Mrs.  Ann  YanVleet;  he  holds  the  position  of  clerk 
in  the  hardware  store  of  Addison.  Day  was  born 
July  4,  1849,  and  makes  his  home  with  his  father; 
he  employs  his  time  in  the  store. 

Dr.  Brown  belongs  to  the  Southern  Michigan 
Medical  Society,  having  been  a  member  for  the  last 
six  years.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  Lodge  No. 
157,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and   is  a  Knight  Templar,  be- 
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longing  to  Hillsdale  Commandery  No.  3.  He 
has  also  attained  to  the  14th  degree  of  Scottish 
Rite.  He  is  a  warm  defender  of  the  principles  of 
Masonry,  and  takes  pride  in  his  advancement.  Day 
Brown  for  the  last  three  j^ears  has  been  a  member 
of  Addison  Lodge  No.  382,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


UILLIAM  BOWERMAN  was  born  in  Amer- 
ica,  but   is   not   a   native    of  the    United 

W^  States,  his  birth  occurring  in  Norwich,  Ox- 
ford County,  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  22d  of 
January,  1836.  The  paternal  great -great-great- 
grandfather was  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  Colonial  times  and  located  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  a  pioneer  settler,  and 
passed  the  remaining  days  of  his  life.  The  great- 
great-grandfather,  John  Bowerman,  was  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  and  was  a  farmer;  he  spent  the 
last  years  of  his  life  on  the  shore  of  the  Buy  of 
Quinte,  Canada.  The  grandfather,  who  was  also 
named  John  Bowerman,  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  reared  to  manhood  and  there  mar- 
ried Mary  Beagle. 

A  few  years  later,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
and  his  father  and  family,  John  Bowerman  emi- 
grated to  Canada,  and  settled  on  the  shore  of  the 
Bay  of  Quinte,  a  few  miles  from  Kingston,  where 
they  were  among  the  early  settlers.  There  the 
grandfather  and  great-grandfather  secured  a  tract 
of  GoA^ernment  land,  which  they  improved.  The 
great-grandfather  died  there,  and  after  his  death  the 
grandfather  sold  out  and  again  removed  to  the 
frontier,  settling  in  Norwich,  Oxford  County, 
where  he  was  a  pioneer,  and  after  improving  a 
farm  he  died  there.  The  father,  Isaac  Beagle  Bow- 
erman, was  born  in  Canada  in  1812,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  After  marriage  he  provided 
a  home  for  his  family  by  buying  a  farm  and  erect- 
ing comfortable  buildings  thereon.  He  continued 
to  work  at  his  trade  the  greater  portion  of  the  time 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  there  in  1885.  He 
was  twice  married.  The  name  of  his  first  wife,  the 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  Mary 
West.  She  was  born  in  Palmyra,  Wayne  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Levi  West,  also  a  na- 
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tive  of  New  York,  but  of  English  ancestry.  There 
were  five  children  as  the  result  of  this  marriage,  and 
four  by  the  second  marriage. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
of  the  family.  His  opportunities  for  education 
were  not  such  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  youth  of 
to-day.  The  school  he  attended  was  on  the  sub- 
scription plan,  and  ready  money  to  pay  for  tuition 
was  not  to  be  had  at  all  times.  The  greater  part  of 
his  education  is  of  a  practical  nature,  and  relates 
principally  to  the  problems  of  his  farm.  He  as- 
sisted his  parents  with  the  work  on  the  farm,  and 
improved  such  opportunities  as  he  had  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  carpenter's  trade  from  his  father. 
He  spent  one  winter  in  Lenawee  County  before  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  but  with  that  excep- 
tion he  resided  with  his  parents  until  1858,  when  he 
came  to  this  county  to  live,  and  made  his  home 
with  his  uncle  at  Lenawee  Junction  for  a  time, 
after  which  he  lived  with  a  cousin  until  his  mar- 
riage. He  followed  his  trade  quite  steadily  until 
1880,  when  he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  But 
little  of  the  land  was  then  improved,  but  he  has  now 
brought  the  greater  part  of  it  under  cultivation, 
and  has  erected  thereon  good  and  substantial  farm 
buildings. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1861,  Mr.  Bowerman  was 
married  to  Miss  Lydia,  daughter  of  Reuben  S.  and 
Olivia  Ingersoll,  and  they  have  had  six  children — 
Mary,  Maggie  L.,  Lizzie  E.,  Charles  B.,  Ralph  A. 
and  Bessie  J.  The  Bowerman  family  through  all 
the  generations  have  been  Quakers,  but  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bowerman  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Bowerman  is  a  Republican,  and  shows 
his  devotion  to  his  party  by  regularly  voting  its 
ticket  and  assisting  in  all  honorable  waj^s  to  elect 
its  candidates. 

eALVIN  H.  CRANE.  As  an  influential  citi- 
zen  of  Madison  Township,  and  a  gentleman 
highly  esteemed  for  his  sterling  worth  and 
integrity,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  place  this  brief 
commemorative  sketch  before  the  reading  public. 
Mr.  Crane's  lineage  is  easily  traced  back  to  the  Pil- 
grim Fathers,  and  in  him  is  illustrated  the  saying 
^^ _ «™«_^ ^ .. ^ 


''The  subtle  drop  of  Ijlood  which  forever  bequeaths 
its  tendencies  descends  from  sire  to  son  through 
long  generations."  Thus  is  worth  derived  from 
worth,  and  the  Crane  honest}^  and  rectitude  of  pur- 
pose are  recognized  throughout  the  county.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  are  George  L.  and  Leah 
(Ramsdell)  Crane  (for  parental  history  see  sketch 
of  Hon.  George  L.  Crane.) 

Calvin  H.  Crane  is  a  native  of  Madison  Township, 
where  his  birth  occurred  May  20,  1842,  and  here 
his  early  life  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm.  This 
home  atmosphere  in  which  he  was  reared  was  full  of 
a  good,  practical  teaching  which  enabled  him  to  reap 
more  abundantly  the  benefits  of  the  district  schools 
which  he  attended.  The  education  thus  received 
was  supplemented  by  a  few  months'  study  at  the 
Union  Springs  Academy  in  Union  Springs,  N.  Y., 
and  a  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial 
College  in  Detroit. 

Railroads  and  a  railroad  life  have  fascinations 
about  them  that  the  average  young  man  cannot 
well  resist,  and  Mr.  Crane  was  filled  with  a  desire  to 
make  railroading  his  occupation,  but  after  serving 
two  and  one-half  j^ears  as  fireman  on  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railway,  he  retired  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  his  experience  in  that  line. 
Since  that  time  he  has  given  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing and  dairying,  and  in  both  of  these  industries  he 
has  had  pronounced  success. 

Mr.  Crane  was  first  married  in  Rose,  Wayne  Co., 
N.  Y.,  April  11,  1866,  to  Miss  Jennie,  the  estimable 
daughter  of  the  late  George  W.  and  Elsie  Mirrick. 
Mr.  Mirrick  died  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  July  31,  1887, 
while  his  widow  still  survives.  Mrs.  Crane  was 
born  in  the  town  in  which  she  was  married,  April 
14,  1838,  but  her  happy  married  life  was  of  short 
duration,  as  she  died  in  Madison  Township  Nov. 
30,  1871,  leaving  one  child,  George  H.,  who  was 
born  Nov.  25.  1871.  He  is  now  (1887)  complet- 
ing his  education  in  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  Lena- 
wee County. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  solemnized 
in  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  July  24,  1878,  with  Mrs.  Emma 
C.  (Livermore)  Kellogg,  daughter  of  James  and 
Harriet  (Riley)  Livermore,  of  Hamilton,  N.  Y., 
and  widow  of  Lewis  B.  Kellogg,  of  Clyde,  N.  Y., 
who  died  Dec.  3,  1875.     She  was  born  in  Madison, 
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Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  23,  1842,  and  by  her 
first  marriage  )iad  one  child.  May  L.  Kellogg,  who 
was  born  April  13,  1871,  and  is  now  attending 
Raisin  Valley  Seminary.  Mrs.  Crane's  father,  Mr. 
Livermore,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  where  he 
was  born  in  Sangerfield,  Aug.  25,  1814;  he  died  in 
the  place  of  his  birth,  Sept.  12,  1854.  Her  mother 
was  also  born  in  Sangerfield,  Oneida  County,  Sept. 
26,  1813,  and  died  in  Hamilton,  April  20,  1853. 

Mr.  Crane  takes  a  warm  interest  in  all  public 
matters,  both  local  and  general,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  Township  Treasurer  one  year,  1878,  besides 
serving  as  one  of  the  School  Directors  of  Madison 
Township  two  terms.  Socially  he  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  being  a  member  of  Adrian  Commandery 
No.  4,  a  member  of  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  Adrian  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M.  Li  poli- 
tics he  is  independent.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem 
in  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  and  is  al- 
ways foremost  to  indorse  every  good  work  that  he 
deems  of  assistance  in  advancing  the  interests  of  his 
town  or  county,  elevating  its  social  status,  or  im- 
proving its  educational  resources.  It  is  to  men  of 
like  energy  that  Michigan  is  indebted  for  the  posi- 
tion which  she  holds  among  the  States  of  this  great 
Federal  Union. 

^ ^4^ ^ 


-y^..    G.   HALL,  one  of    the   well-informed  and 
W\\    representative  citizens  of  the   township  of 
Raisin,  Avhere  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of   120 
_  acres,  on  which  is  a  good  and  comfortable 

home,  comes  from  a  family  whose  history  began  in 
this  county  in  1835.  The  father  was  Edmund 
Hall,  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came 
of  an  old  family  of  that  State.  Edmund  Hall  was 
reared  in  the  county  of  his  nativity  until  1835, 
when  he  came,  a  single  man,  to  Michigan,  and  se- 
cured a  farm  on  section  25  in  Raisin  Township. 
The  deed  which  he  received  for  it,  and  in  which  his 
title  was  vested,  was  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson, 
then  President  of  the  United  States. 

Upon    his    arrival    in    Michigan    Edmund    Hall 

found   a  vast  wilderness  of   timber,  into  which  he 

went,  and  selected  a  place  where  he  might  cut  out 

a  home.       In  this  he  lias  succeeded  admirably,  and 

-^# . 


the  farm  which  he  selected  is  now  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  improved  in  Lenawee  County.  Here  he 
makes  his  home,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knojv 
him.  He  has  always  been  a  vigorous  and  healthy 
man,  and  it  is  one  of  his  boasts  that  he  never  found 
it  necessary  to  apply  to  a  physician  on  account  of 
any  sickness  of  his  own.  He  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  taken  a  lively  interest 
in  political  affairs,  both  of  a  National  and  a  local 
character.  On  the  10th  of  February,  1836,  he  was 
married  to  Lucretia  Raymond,  a  native  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.  She  is  still  living,  and  like  her  hus- 
band, retains  her  mental  and  physical  vigor.  The 
father  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  mother  belongs  to  the  Society  of 
Friends.  They  are  both  highly  respected  by  the 
people  of  Raisin  Township  and  Lenawee  County. 

A.  G.  Hall  is  the  second  child  and  son  of  the 
four  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  Raisin  Township,  on  the  old  home- 
stead, on  the  6th  of  April,  1839.  He  was  reared  at 
home  on  his  father's  farm,  upon  which  he  worked 
until  he  arrived  at  his  majority,  receiving  his 
education  in  this  township  and  at  Adrian.  On 
the  4th  of  March,  1868,  in  Palmyra  Township,  Mr. 
Hall  was  married  to  Laura  A.  Wilder,  who  was 
born  in  that  township  on  the  13th  of  January,  1842, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Artemus  and  Fannie  (Coo- 
ley)  Wilder.  The  father  came  of  an  English  fam- 
ily, which  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  1497,  in  En- 
gland, but  finds  that  originally  it  was  from  Ger- 
many. Members  of  this  family  have  held  high 
place  in  English  social,  religious  and  educational 
spheres,  and  in  political  matters  in  the  United 
States.  The  late  Marshall  P.  Wilder  w^as  for  years 
Treasurer  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  of  the  United  States  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Society.  He,  as  well  as  others  of 
his  family,  achieved  national  reputations  in  their 
various  departments  of  life.  Artemus,  the  father 
of  Mrs.  Hall,  was  reared  at  Attica,  New  York  State, 
and  there  married  Fannie,  sister  of  Judge  Thomas 
M.  Cooley,  who  is  now  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Inter-State  Commissioners.  She  was  reared  in  New 
York  State,  where  she  remained  until  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Wilder.       Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
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left  New  York,  and  in  Angust,  1839,  arrived  in 
Lenawee  County,  and  settled  in  Palmyra  Town- 
ship. He  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
and  she  died  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  became  the  parents  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Arthur  A.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Tecumseh  High  School,  and  is  pre- 
paring for  the  profession  of  teaching.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  Hall  began  school  teaching,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  public  schools  of  his  county  for  more 
than  twenty  terms.  He  located  on  his  present  home 
farm  in  1873,  having  previously  lived  for  some 
years  in  Tecumseh  Township.  Before  their  mar- 
riage Mrs.  Hall  also  taught  eighteen  terms  of  school 
in  Lenawee  and  adjoining  counties.  She  is  an  in- 
telligent and  educated  lady,  and  well  informed  upon 
all  the  subjects  which  interest  the  people ;  she  is  a 
consistent  and  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  solid  Republican  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  character,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  Coiuity  Central  Committee.  He  takes 
an  active  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  town- 
ship and  count3%  and  contributes  his  best  energies 
to  make  his  party  successful  in  the  various  cam- 
paigns. In  1885  he  was  elected  Supervisor  for 
Raisin  Township,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  faithfully  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  has  been  School  Inspector  of  this  town- 
ship for  several  years,  and  calls  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  this  office. much  practical  experience. 
Being  a  practical  educator  his  interest  in  school 
matters  is  more  than  ordinary.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  popular  with  the  people  among  whom 
they  live,  and  have  established  themselves  in  their 
esteem  and  respect. 


'f]RA  GOODSELL,  Postmaster,  and  member  of 
j  the  firm  of  A.  A.  Goodsell  &  Co.,  general  mer- 
/il  chants  at  Jasper,  came  to  this  county  from  Ver- 
million, Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1854.  His  early  life 
was  spent  in  the  agricultural  districts  of  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  took  place  near  the 
town  of  Portland,  Sept.  13,  1832.  He  remained  in 
that  vicinity  until  a  youth  of  eighteen,  then  going 
to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  engaged   as  a  farm   laborer 


until  starting  for  the  West.  He  pursued  the  same 
calling  a  year  after  reaching  this  county,  and  then 
rented  a  farm  in  Ogden  Township  three  years. 

Mr.  Goodsell  had  in  the  meantime  been  married, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1859  started  for  Pike's  Peak. 
Upon  arriving  at  a  point  300  miles  west  of  the 
Missouri  River,  they  met  a  caravan  of  emigrants 
returning  eastward,  who  assured  them  that  Pike's 
Peak  was  a  swindle  and  a  cheat,  and  Mr.  Goodsell, 
wisely  profiting  by  the  experience  of  those  who  had 
been  there,  turned  about  and  retraced  his  steps  to 
this  county.  This  adventure  had  involved  consid- 
erable expense,  exhausting  his  ready  means,  and  he 
was  now  obliged  to  begin  over  again  and  work  out 
as  before.  After  one  season  thus  spent,  he  rented 
a  farm  in  Fairfield  Township,  and  the  following 
year  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  section  13,  in 
Fairfield  Township,  upon  which  he  continued  until 
the  spring  of  1882.  In  the  meantime  he  had  opened 
up  a  fine  farm  of  which  he  is  still  in  possession,  and 
which  is  now  operated  by  a  tenant.  In  1882  Mr. 
Goodsell  left  the  farm,  and  removing  to  Jasper  be- 
came associated  with  his  present  partner,  and  as 
both  are  men  of  energy  and  honesty,  they  have 
built  up  a  good  patronage,  and  are  each  year  ex- 
tending their  operations  and  increasing  their  stock. 
This  comprises  everything  needed  in  the  county  or 
village  household — provisions,  drugs,  boots,  shoes, 
etc. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
C.  Phillips  took  place  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's 
parents  on  the  12th  of  December,  1855.  Mrs. 
Goodsell  is  the  daughter  of  Alanson  and  Eliza  W 
(Walker)  Phillips,  who  are  natives  respectively  of 
Massachusetts  and  New  York.  Mr.  Phillips  left 
the  Bay  State  in  early  manhood,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage settled  with  his  bride  in  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  they  resided  until  the  spring  of  1835. 
Thence  they  came  to  this  county,  locating  first  in 
Madison  Township,  but  two  years  later  removing 
to  Fairfield  Township,  where  the  death  of  the  father 
took  place  April  7,  1879,  and  that  of  the  mother, 
Aug.  14,  1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Elizabeth  C,  the  second  child,  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  5,  1834,  and 
was  about  one  year  old  when  her  parents  came  to      w 
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this  county.  Of  her  marriage  with  our  subject 
there  was  born  one  child  only,  a  son,  Arthur  A., 
who  married  Miss  Ella  M.  Buck  and  resides  in  Jas- 
per. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Zalman  L.  and 
Lucy  (Cole)  Goodsell,  both  natives,  it  is  supposed, 
of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  it  is 
known  was  born  and  reared  there,  and  after  mar- 
riage settled  in  Hillsdale,  that  county,  whence  he 
subsequently  removed  to  Chautauqua  County,  where 
the  mother  died  on  the  10th  of  May,  1843,  when 
fifty  years  of  age.  The  father  of  our  subject  came 
to  Lenawee  County  in  1857,  three  years  after  the 
arrival  of  his  son  Ira,  and  located  in  Ogden  Town- 
ship, but  finally  removed  to  Madison  Township, 
after  he  had  lived  in  Adrian  for  two  years.  His 
death  took  place  on  the  6th  of  April,  1 873.  The 
household  circle  included  eleven  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  six  boys  and  three  girls 
lived  to  reach  their  majority;  of  these  six  are  now 
living. 

Ira  Goodsell  is  the  eighth  child  of  the  parental 
family,  and  received  a  common-school  education. 
Like  his  father  before  him,  he  cast  his  political  fort- 
unes with  the  Democratic  party.  Although  never 
an  ofilce-seeker,  he  has  represented  Fairfield  Town- 
ship in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  has 
been  otherwise  prominent  in  local  affairs.  He  was 
appointed  Postmaster  in  January,  1886,  and  is  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  his  office  in  a  matter  credita- 
ble to  himself,  and   satisfactory  to  the  community. 
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^p^  LFRED  BELCHER  is  a  prominent  resi- 
dent and  prosperous  farmer,  situated  in 
Rollin  Township,  where  he  has  resided 
since  1834.  He  was  born  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  1,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of 
Enoch  and  Elizabeth  (Bennett)  Belcher.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
whence  he  removed  after  he  reached  the  age  of 
manhood  to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  resided 
there  until  1833,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
rented  a  farm  in  Adrian  Township,  this  county. 
After  his  first  year's  residence  in  this  county,  he 
removed  to  Rollin  Township, and  entered  160  acres 


of  Government  land,  on  which  he  was  successfully 
emploj^ed  in  redeeming  it  from  a  state  of  nature, 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years ;  his  wife  died  when  seventy-five 
3n^ars  of  age.  Their  family  comj^rised  nine  children, 
of  whom  three  are  yet  living.  A  brother  of  our 
subject  resides  in  Indiana,  and  a  sister  in  Wood- 
bridge,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  he  at- 
tained his  twenty-second  year,  engaged  in  clearing 
land  and  assisting  in  other  farm  duties.  He  had 
very  limited  opportunities  for  securing  an  education 
in  the  usual  manner,  but  he  was  fond  of  reading, 
and  supplementing  what  he  attained  at  the  district 
school  by  a  judicious  course  of  reading,  he  has  be- 
come well  informed  on  the  events  of  the  day.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Belcher  engaged 
in  clearing  land  for  himself,  and  continuing  at  this 
work  for  the  next  four  years,  found  himself  in  a 
position  to  take  up  the  responsibilities  of  a  married 
life. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Rockwell,  who  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Hi- 
ram and  Margaret  (Parks)  Rockwell.  Her  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  in  Farmington.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Belcher  is  still  living  and  resides  in 
Minnesota.  Mrs.  Belcher  was  one  of  seven  children, 
and  has  borne  to  our  subject  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows:  Snlem  M.,  Ellen  A.,  James 
and  Stephen  J.  Salem  was  born  Feb.  16,  1851, 
and  resides  with  his  father  on  the  old  homestead; 
Ellen  A.  was  born  March  10,  1853,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Henry  Page,  a  merchant  in  Burlington, 
Coffey  Co.,  Kan. ;  James  was  born  June  12, 1855,  and 
married  Miss  Celia  Payne,  and  they  have  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  his  farm  ad- 
joins that  of  our  subject.  Stephen  J.  was  born 
March  28,  1866,  and  operates  his  father's  farm  of 
185  acres;  he  married  Miss  Dora  Snyder.  These 
children  received  such  an  education  as  was  obtain- 
able at  the  district  schools,  when,  as  their  father  was 
anxious  to  give  them  those  advantages  of  which  he 
himself  was  in  a  large  measure  deprived,  he  sent 
tliem  to   the  High  School  of  Hudson.     After  mar- 
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riage  our  subject  continued  his  farming  operations 
on  section  16  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  location.  In  1863  he  responded  to  the  call 
of  his  country  for  assistance  in  her  hour  of  danger, 
and  enlisted  in  the  Mechanics'  Corps,  under  Capt. 
Boone,  of  Quincy,  Branch  Co.,  Mich. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  war  our  subject  re- 
sumed his  agricultural  occupations  and  engaged  in 
the  raising  of  graded  stock,  to  which  he  has  since 
devoted  much  attention.  He  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful in  this  undertaking,  and  exhibits  a  fine  col- 
lection of  horses  and  cattle.  He  does  not  take  much 
interest  in  politics,  but  his  sympathies  are  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  an  advocate  of  all  meas- 
ures which  tend  toward  the  advancement  of  the 
community  and  the  development  of  the  resources 
of  his  county.  Our  subject  is  of  English  ancestry, 
and  his  grandfather  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
family  in  this  country.  He  took  part  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  while  his  son,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  engaged  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  family 
were  honored  and  esteemed  in  their  day  and  gen- 
eration, and  their  name  and  example  furnish  their 
descendants  with  a  pattern  worthy  of  emulation. 

ff^j^  ICHAEL  J.  MARTIN,  one  of  the  most  en- 
terjH'ising  farmers  of  Macon  Township,  has 
eighty  acres  of  choice  land  in  his  homestead, 
and  forty  acres  on  another  portion  of  the 
same  section.  Like  many  who  fifty  years  ago  sought 
their  home  in  Michigan,  he  is  a  native  of  Seneca 
Count}^,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  in  Lodi  Township, 
March  23,  1829.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  when  a  child  four  years  of  age,  and  they 
settled  in  the  wilds  of  Macon  Township,  where 
their  career  thenceforward  was  like  that  of  hun- 
dreds of  others  who  endured  privations  and  hard- 
ships, but  who  almost  without  exception  built  up 
for  themselves  good  homes  and  lived  to  see  their 
children  comfortably  settled  around  them.  These 
and  their  offspring  are  now  enjoying  the  advant- 
ages which  have  been  secured  to  them  through  the 
sturdy  efforts  of  the  pioneers. 

Stephen  P.  E.  Martin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
and  a  native  of  Middlesex  County,  N.  J.,  was  from 


an  old  family  which  settled  in  New  England  during 
the  Colonial  days,  and  traced  its  descent  back  to 
Holland.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Michael  Mar- 
tin, was  a  farmer  and  slaveholder  in  New  Jersey 
until  slavery  was  abolished  in  that  State.  He  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Middlesex  County,  where  he  mar- 
ried a  lady  of  birth  and  parentage  similar  to  his 
own.  Their  son  Stephen  upon  reaching  manhood 
continued  the  farming  pursuits  to  which  he  had 
been  reared,  and  married  Miss  Abigail  Clarkson,  of 
Middlesex  County,  N.  J.  The  family  history  of 
the  Clarksons  will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this 
volume. 

After  the  birth  of  two  children  Stephen  Martin 
and  his  wife  determined  upon  a  change  of  location, 
and  gathering  together  their  personal  effects  he 
moved  into  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  took 
up  their  residence  in  Lodi  Township,  and  two  more 
children  were  subsequently  added  to  the  household. 
Not  being  satisfied  with  his  labors  in  the  Empire 
State,  the  father  of  our  subject  determined  upon  a 
removal  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  made 
his  way  here  after  the  manner  of  the  travelers  of 
those  days  first  by  canal  and  lake,  and  from  Detroit 
to  this  county  laboriously  with  an  ox-team.  They 
located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Macon  Township, 
but  later  removed  to  Raisin  Township,  where  the 
father  secured  a  partly  improved  farm,  and  here  his 
death  took  place  in  1846,  when  he  was  nearly  fifty- 
four  years  old.  He  was  a  man  of  much  force  of 
character,  and  in  early  manhood  had  identified  him- 
self with  the  Democratic  party,  of  whose  principles 
he  was  a  firm  advocate  until  the  day  of  his  death.  The 
mother  afterward  made  her  home  with  her  children, 
and  lived  to  be  ninety-three  years  of  age,  her  death 
occurring  in  Macon  Township,  April  9,  1887.  She 
was  a  woman  of  great  energy  and  resolution,  and 
continued  hale  in  both  mind  and  body  until  nearly 
ninety  years  old,  after  that  being  quite  feeble. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  con- 
tinued with  his  mother  in  Raisin  Township  until  his 
marriage,  which  most  important  and  interesting 
event  in  his  life  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  Miss  Jane  A.  Miller,  in  Macon  Township, 
Oct.  22,  1856.  Mrs.  Martin  was  the  daughter  of 
L.  V.  and  Sarah  (Huff)  Miller,  natives  of  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  were  reared  and  married. 
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After  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  in  April,  183*2, 
they  started  on  the  long  and  tedious  journey  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Hillsdale  County,  where  the 
mother  died  a  few  years  later.  Mr.  Miller  then  re- 
moved to  Macon  Township,  this  county,  and  is  still 
living,  making  his  home  with  his  son,  and  being 
now  eighty-one  years  old.  Mrs.  Martin  was  a  child 
when  her  parents  came  to  Michigan,  and  was  reared 
to  womanhood  in  Hillsdale  County.  After  being 
the  faithful  and  affectionate  companion  of  her  hus- 
l)and  for  a  period  of  twenty -five  years  she  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Macon  Township,  Oct.  28, 
1881.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  were  born  four 
children,  as  follows:  Their  eldest  daughter,  Ida  B., 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Belaud,  and  they  are  living 
upon  the  homestead  of  Mr.  Martin,  and  have  two 
children — Charles  C.  and  a  babe  unnamed.  The 
eldest  son,  J.  DeWitt,  is  finely  educated,  and  holds 
the  position  of  Principal  of  the  school  at  Moore- 
ville,  Washtenaw  County,  while  S.  Sophia  and  Harry 
T.  are  at  home  with  their  father,  both  being  well 
educated,  and  the  latter  a  teacher. 

Mr.  Martin  located  in  Macon  Tow^nship  soon 
after  his  marriage,  and  has  been  a  resident  here 
now  for  over  thirty  years.  He  is  numbered  among 
its  most  useful  and  self-sacrificing  citizens,  and  has 
always  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  township.  All  the  family  attend  the 
American  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Martin  is  Demo- 
cratic politically,  and  has  served  as  Township  Clerk, 
Treasurer  and  School  Director. 


•'V/\/X'»-  -^m*-." 


Y/OHN  O.  MAXWELL,  Supervisor  of  Cam- 
bridge Township  for  the  last  seven  years,  is 
one  of  its  well-known  and  most  successful 
general  farmers,  and  has  a  beautiful  and 
well-ordered  homestead  on  section  32,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  land,  the  greater  part  of  which  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
buildings  are  all  that  could  be  desired  by  the  first- 
class  agriculturist  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample 
means.  Aside  from  the  home  farm  he  owns  prop- 
erty on  section  33,  which  is  also  well  improved.  In 
all  the  enterprises  which  have  tended  toward  the 
building  up  of  Cambridge  Township,  Mr.  Maxwell 


has  been  usually  a  leading  spirit,  contributing 
liberally  of  his  time  and  means  to  whatever  would 
benefit  the  community. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  in  the  township  of  Milo,  Yates 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  25,  1834.  He  comes  of  an  ex- 
cellent old  New^  England  family  of  Scotch  descent, 
whose  ancestors  crossed  the  Atlantic  during  the 
Colonial  days.  Two  brothers  came  together  and 
located  in  Rhode  Island,  whence  one  subsequently 
emigrated  to  Long  Island,  and  from  him  descended 
the  branch  of  the  family  to  which  our  subject  be- 
longs. The  records  indicate  that  one  of  his  sons, 
John  Maxwell,  settled  in  Westfield,  N.  J.,  in  1665, 
and  located  on  what  was  known  as  the  old  Eliza- 
bethtown  tract.  He  was  there  married  and  became 
the  father  of  four  children — William,  John,  Jr., 
David  and  Esther.  Of  William  nothing  is  known ; 
John,  Jr.,  became  the  father  of  two  children — 
Nathaniel  and  John;  but  little  is  known  of  David, 
and  Esther  died  quite  young. 

John  Maxwell,  Jr.,  was  a  soldier  with  the  Virginia 
troops  of  the  Continental  army,  and  was  in  the 
battles  of  White  Plains,  Oct.  28, 1776,  and  German- 
town,  Oct.  4,  1777.  He  died  a  soldier  at  Middle- 
brook,  N.  J.,  in  the  latter  year,  and  his  son  Nathan 
was  killed  in  battle  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
John,  the  brother  of  Nathan,  married  Miss  Eunice 
Osborne  and  had  five  children,  namely :  Jacob,  Brit- 
ton,  Elizabeth,  John  Osborn,  Esther  and  Israel. 
John  Maxwell,  the  father  of  the  foregoing  five 
children  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a 
mason  by  trade  and  a  master  in  his  profession.  He 
had  served  his  apprenticeship  at  Long  Hill,  Morris 
Co.,  N.  J.,  under  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jacob 
Britton,  and  afterward  made  one  of  his  sons  a 
namesake  of  his  employer,  to  whom  he  was  greatly 
attached.  After  the  death  of  the  latter  JjhnMax- 
w^ell  became  guardian  to  Abraham  and  Israel,  the 
two  sons  of  Mr.  Britton.  He  was  appointed  to  the 
position  by  Richard  Howell,  the  Governor  of  New 
Jerse3^  He  had  also  been  commissioned  Captain 
of  the  State  Militia,  and  was  generally  prominent 
in  public  affairs.  He  was  married,  Nov.  6, 1785,  to 
Miss  Eunice  Osborne,  and  in  1800  removed  with  his 
wife  and  family  to  a  point  near  Sparta,  Sussex 
County.     There  his  last  child   and   youngest  son, 
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Israel  Baker  Maxwell,  was  born,  and  there  he  with 
his  estimable  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
both  living  to  a  ripe  old  age. 

Jacob  Britton  Maxwell  was  married  to  a  Miss  T. 
Russell,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  and  by  a  second 
marriage,  with  Mary  Little,  he  had  four  children. 
His  sister  Elizabeth,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the 
family,  was  twice  married,  first  to  a  Mr.  Van  Bus- 
kirk,  and  lastly  to  a  Mr.  Montoguil,  and  was  the 
mother  of  children  by  both.  The  other  brother, 
John  Osborne  Maxwell,  married  Miss  Betsey  Corey, 
and  became  the  father  of  five  children.  After  her 
death  he  was  married  to  a  Mrs.  McPeek,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  Miss  Little.  Esther  Maxwell,  the 
second  daughter,  died  in  early  childhood. 

Israel  Baker  Maxwell,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
and  the  youngest  son  of  John  Maxwell,  was  born 
in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  Feb.  8,  1803.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  when  a  young  man  and 
followed  it  more  or  less  all  his  life.  After  com- 
pleting his  trade  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Onsted, 
who  was  born  in  Sussex  County  and  is  believed  to 
have  been  a  descendant  of  the  old  Jersey  Dutch 
stock.  After  the  birth  of  three  children — Nancy, 
Esther  and  Eunice — Israel  B.  Maxwell  with  his 
family  removed  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
sided there  in  the  township  of  Milo  two  years, 
during  which  time  their  fourth  child,  John  O.,  was 
born.  He  removed  from  his  native  county  with  his 
parents  soon  afterward,  and  in  the  spring  of  1835 
was  brought  by  them  to  Michigan,  crossing  Lake 
Erie  to  Detroit  and  thence  with  a  team  across  the 
country  to  Cambridge  Township.  Israel  B.  Max 
well  took  up  240  acres  of  Government  land  on  sec- 
tions 29  and  32,  making  his  home  on  the  former. 
Upon  this  land  he  labored  industriously  until  the 
spring  of  1852,  but  the  results  being  not  entirely 
satisfactory  he  decided  to  seek  the  Pacific  Slope  and 
endeavor  to  better  his  financial  condition  in  the 
gold  regions  of  California.  After  a  few  years  his 
family  received  intelligence  that  he  had  been  taken 
ill  and  been  sent  to  the  hospital  at  San  Francisco. 
That  was  the  last  information  that  could  be  obtained 
by  the  sorrowing  wife  and  family,  who,  after  wait- 
ing anxiously  for  years  in  the  hope  of  his  return 
home,  were  compelled  at  last  to  give  up  all  expecta- 
tion of  ever  seeing  him  again.     The  mother  sur- 


vived a  few  years,  making  her  home  with  her 
younger  son,  Peter,  until  her  death,  which  took 
place  on  the  5th  of  March,  1865. 

The  children  of  Israel  B.  and  Mary  Ann  Max- 
well are  recorded  as  follows:  Nancy,  the  wife  of 
Anion  Pratt,  died  in  August,  1871 ;  Esther  married 
Henry  Powell,  a  respected  farmer  of  Cambridge 
Township;  Eunice  became  the  wife  of  Lewis  Swart- 
out,  and  died  in  August,  1858;  John  O.,  of  our 
sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  the  two 
youngest  children  were  born  in  Cambridge  Town- 
ship. Jacob  B.  married  Miss  Catherine  Aten,  and 
is  farming  not  far  from  the  old  homestead ;  Peter 
married  Miss  H.  Van  Alstine,  and  is  farming  in 
Cambridge  Township. 

John  O.  Maxwell  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a  bright,  industrious  and 
ambitious  boy,  who  made  the  most  of  his  oppor- 
tunities at  school  and  was  not  afraid  of  downright 
hard  labor.  He  now  applied  himself  diligently  to 
the  improvement  of  the  land  which  had  fallen  to 
him  as  his  portion  of  his  father's  estate.  He 
sensibly  waited  before  taking  upon  himself  further 
responsibilities  until  the  24:th  of  April,  1858,  and 
was  then  married  in  Cambridge  Township  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Onsted,  who  was  born  in  that  township, 
Jan.  7,  1839.  Mrs.  M.  is  the  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  (Conkling)  Onsted,  who  emigrated 
from  the  Empire  State  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan in  1836,  where  Mr.  O.  took  up  a  quarter  section 
of  Government  land  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
besides  on  section  33,  in  Cambridge  Township, 
where  he  battled  with  the  soil  continuously  for  a 
number  of  j^ears,  and  succeeded  in  building  up  a 
valuable  homestead.  Here  the  kind,  loving  and 
affectionate  Christian  mother  died  in  the  summer  of 
1852.  Peter  Onsted  was  subsequently  married  and 
finallj^  removed  to  the  city  of  Adrian,  where  his 
decease  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1883,  when  he 
was  seventy-one  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Maxwell  was  the  sixth  child  in  a 
family  of  ten  children,  four  sons  and  six  daughters, 
and  continued  under  the  home  roof  until  the  death 
of  her  mother,  when  she  made  her  home  elsewhere 
until  her  marriage.  She  is  spoken  of  by  all  as  a 
lady  of  kind  and    generous    impulses,    proving   a 
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friengl  in  time  of  need  to  all  in  distress,  strangers 
as  well  as  acquaintances.  Her  large-hearted  benev- 
olence has  been  the  means  of  relieving  many 
aching  hearts  and  suffering  bodies.  She  is  the 
mother  of  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Helen  E., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Bennett,  of  Rome 
Township,  and  the  mother  of  two  children— Lynn 
M.  and  J.  DeWitt. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maxwell  are  charter  members  of 
the  Springville  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  of  Cambridge 
Township,  No.  279,  of  which  order  Mr.  M.  has 
been  Treasurer  since  its  organization,  in  1874.  He 
is  also  prominent  in  Masonry,  being  a  member  of 
Commandery  Knights  Templar,  Adrian  Lodge  No. 
4,  and  also  of  Chapter  No.  10,  Blue  Lodge,  in 
Brooklyn,  Jackson  County.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Pierce,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 
In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Supervisor  he  has 
given  unmixed  satisfaction,  and  ranks  among  the 
leading  men  of  the  township,  one  always  interested 
in  all  matters  tending  to  its  welfare  and  progress. 


RANK  ALEXANDER.  There  came  to 
Michigan  from  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1857,  David  and  Mary  A.  (Howell)  Alex- 
ander, with  their  little  family,  prepared  to  esfcabhsh 
a  home  upon  a  portion  of  the  uncultivated  land  of 
Rollm  Township.  David  Alexander  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  32,  all  of  which  he  brought 
to  a  line  state  of  cultivation,  putting  up  a  good 
house  and  barn,  and  by  degrees  adding  other  build- 
ings necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  his 
calling.  Here  he  continued  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  and  after  building  up  a  record  as  an  honest 
man  and  a  good  citizen,  peacefully  passed  away  at 
a  ripe  old  age  on  the  1st  of  January,  1880,  leaving 
a  wife  and  four  children. 

Harriet,  the  eldest  daughter  of  David  and  Mary 
A.  Alexander,  was  born  Aug.  20,  1841,  and  became 
the  wife  of  S.  M.  Burgess;  she  is  now  a  resident  of 
Michigan  and  the  mother  of  one  child.  George  N. 
was  born  Oct.  7,  1843,  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
and  dining  the  late  war  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 


Union  army,  being  a  member  of  Company  H, 
1st  Michigan  Light  Artillery;  he  was  discharged 
for  disability,  but  re-enlisted  in  the  6th  Regiment 
Heavy  Artillery.  He  married  Miss  Nellie  Knight, 
and  is  now  connected  with  a  railroad  in  Washing- 
ton Territory,  having  his  headquarters  at  Seattle, 
and  is  the  father  of  two  children.  Frank,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  20,  1849;  William  P.  was  born  Aug. 
12,  1851,  in  the  same  county,  and  married  Miss 
Ada  Hardy;  they  have  four  children,  and  are  living 
on  a  farm  in  Roll  in  Township. 

Mr.  Alexander  received  a  fair  education,  and 
when  twenty-one  3^ears  of  age  engaged  in  teaching 
in  his  native  township,  and  in  1873  rented  the  farm 
until  the  death  of  his  father.  After  this  event  he 
still  continued  on  the  homestead,  where  he  has 
given  the  best  efforts  of  his  life  toward  its  improve- 
ment and  embellishment,  and  has  taken  pride  in 
perpetuating  the  work  which  his  honored  father  so 
worthily  began.  He  was  married,  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1874,  to  Miss  P^lizabeth  D.,  daughter  of 
Orson  and  Elizabeth  (Douglas)  Green,  one  of  the 
first  families  in  Rollin  Township  (see  sketch  of 
Orson  Green).  Mrs.  Alexander  was  born  Feb.  o, 
1850,  and  became  the  mother  of  one  child  only,  a 
daughter,  Sarah  A.,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1880. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  are  actively 
interested  in  missionary  work.  Mr.  Alexander, 
politicalh^,  is  a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  and  has  the 
warm  sympathy  in  his  labors  of  his  estimable  wife, 
who  also  takes  an  active  part  in  temperance  work, 
He  has  occupied  the  various  township  offices,  serv- 
ing as  Treasurer  and  School  Director,  and  otherwise 
signifying  his  lively  interest  in  the  moral  and 
educational  welfare  of  the  people. 

The  Alexander  family  came  originally  from 
Scotland.  Frank  Alexander,  a  great-uncle,  of  our 
subject,  was  an  artist  of  remarkable  talent,  and 
another  uncle  was  a  preacher  of  note.  On  the 
mother's  side  the  family  were  of  equal  talent, 
people  of  great  strength  of  character  and  uniformly 
prominent  in  the  places  where  they  took  up  their 
abode.  They  served  as  soldiers  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  Frank,  of  our  sketch,  has  now  in 
his  possession  the  musket  his  maternal  grandfather 
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carried  during   the  struggle    of  the    Colonists  for 
their  independence. 

David  Alexander  was  born  in  Windham  County, 
Conn.,  Feb.  2,  1811,  and  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Wayne  Count3^  N.  Y.,  when  a  child  of  twenty 
months  old.  His  father,  Nell  Alexander,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  died  there  at  the  age  of  fiftj^-seven 
years ;  he  for  a  long  term  of  years  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy -one.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  in 
former  years  a  Democrat,  but  in  1844  voted  the 
abolition  ticket,  and  later  identified  liimself  with 
the  Republican  party. 

TEPHEN  BUGBEE,  a  native  of  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  cast  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neers of  Michigan  at  an  early  day  and  em- 
ployed the  strength  of  his  manhood  in  sub- 
duing the  primitive  soil  in  Lenaw^ee  County.  He 
was  born  May  28,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses 
Bugbee,  who  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  on 
the  22d  of  June,  1787,  in  Connecticut.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Bently,  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State  and  born  July  30, 
1796.  Her  father,  Ezekiel  Bently,  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  spent  his  last  years  in  Or- 
leans County,  N.  Y.,  living  to  be  eighty  years  of 
age. 

Moses  Bugbee,  the  father  of  our  subject,  through 
his  own  efforts  acquired  a  fair  education  and  taught 
school  for  a  time  in  his  own  neighborhood.  He  was 
married  soon  after  reaching  his  majority,  and  with 
his  young  wife  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  all  sons.  Twenty  years  later,  after 
his  family  had  grown  up  around  him,  he  disposed 
of  his  interests  in  the  Empire  State  and  came  to 
Michigan  while  it  was  a  Territory,  reaching  tliis 
county  in  the  spring  of  1829.  In  February,  1830, 
he  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  which  was  after- 
ward included  in  the  limits  of  Adrian  Township, 
and  was  probably  the  first  settler  there.  There  was 
but  one  house  between  him  and  the  embryo  town, 
a  distance  of  four  miles.  The  father  of  our  sul)ject 
had    a    thorough  contempt  for  the  frivolities  nnd 


superfluities  of  life  and  pursued  his  farming  ^oper- 
ations  with  oxen  alone,  claiming  that  he  could  de- 
pend upon  them  and  they  were  not  apt  to  run 
away.  He  was  of  a  contented  disposition,  and  spent 
the  last  days  of  his  life  upon  the  homestead  which 
he  had  labored  so  industriously  to  build  up,  and 
where  he  had  surrounded  himself  and  his  family 
with  many  comforts.  He  looked  his  last  upon  the 
scenes  of  earth  on  the  19th  of  April,  1869,  while 
the  wife  and  mother  survived  a  few  years,  her 
death  taking  place  Feb.  26,  1875.  They  were  peo- 
ple greatly  respected  by  their  neighbors  and  sought 
in  all  ways  to  follow  the  precepts  of  the  Golden 
Rule.  Although  they  could  not  give  their  children 
the  advantages  of  a  collegiate  education  they 
trained  them  to  habits  of  industry  and  principles  of 
honor,  and  thus  fitted  them  to  take  their  places  in 
the  world  and  exert  a  good  influence  upon  those 
around  them. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  under 
the  home  roof  and  at  an  early  age  was  married, 
Dec.  28,  1847,  to  Miss  Almira,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Sanders,  who  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  had 
migrated  from  New  York  State  to  this  county,  in 
1838.  He  followed  his  trade  until  his  death,  which 
took  place.  Jan.  9,  1860,  and  is  remembered  as  an 
honest  and  hard-working  man  who  did  his  best  to 
provide  comfortably  for  his  large  family.  He  had 
but  15  in  his  pocket  when  reaching  this  county  but 
made  friends  with  all  who  knew  him,  and  neither  he 
nor  his  ever  suffered  for  the  comforts  of  life.  He 
married  Miss  Lydia,  daughter  of  James  Egbert,  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  migrated  to  Illinois  in  the  pio- 
neer days  and  died  in  Hillsdale  County,  this  State, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Mrs. 
Sanders  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  20,  1793, 
and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Sanders  was  a  second 
time  married,  her  last  husband  only  living  about 
six  months.  She  spent  her  last  years  in  this  county, 
and  died  Aug.  30,  1864. 

Mr.  Bugbee  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  had 
labored  at  home  upon  the  farm,  and  now  with  a 
laudable  desire  to  retain  possession  of  the  home- 
stead, purchased  the  interests  of  the  heirs,  having  to 
pay  for  this  the  sum  of  |2,250.  The  personal  prop- 
erty was  equally  divided.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
had  thus  a  good   start   in    life,  and   in  due  time  be- 
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came  the  parents  of  five  children :  Mary  was  born 
Oct.  7,  1848,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  R.  R.  George, 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Rome  Township;  Jacob  N 
was  born  Sept.  7,  1853,  and  is  a  carpenter  by  trade 
and  at  present  a  resident  of  Colorado;  he  married 
and  became  the  father  of  one  child,  and  his  wife 
died  some  time  since.  John  E.  ^vas  born  Aug.  26, 
1862,  and  operates  the  farm  on  shares  with  his  fa- 
ther; Frank  C.  was  born  Nov.  28,  1864,  and  is 
married  and  farming  in  Rome  Township,  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children;  Minnie  M.  was  born  May 
7,  1869,  and  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Onr  subject  was  the  fourth  of  seven  sons  born  to 
his  parents,  and  has  three  brothers  in  this  State,  all 
engaged  in  farming.  Two  years  after  the  father 
settled  here  he  went  fi'shing,  and  upon  his  return 
home  was  treed  by  the  wolves  who  surrounded  his 
perch  and  made  themselves  merry  at  his  expense 
until  morning.  He  was  afterward  very  much  an- 
noyed, by  the  hungry  rascals,  which  each  night  for 
a  long  time  made  a  path  around  his  sheep  pen  in 
the  vain  endeavor  to  get  at  the  inmates.  Indians 
also  were  plentiful  in  that  region  then,  and  one 
night  three  of  them  sought  shelter  under  the  hos- 
pitable roof  of  Mr.  Bugbee,  where  they  remained 
all  night,  using  a  stick  of  w^ood  for  a  pillow^  They 
learned  that  the  white  man  was  their  friend  and 
frequently  came  to  the  cabin,  never  making  any 
disturbance. 

The  father  of  our  subject  identified  himself  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  early  manhood,  but  after 
the  organization  of  the  Republicans  changed  his 
views  and  upheld  the  latter  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Religiously  he  was  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  which  he  regularly  attended  with 
his  wife  and  children. 

\^^ORMAN  F.  BRADISH.  During  the  decade 
II  j))  between  1830  and  1840  the  tide  of  emigra- 
[1\^^  tion  turned  toward  Michigan,  and  many  of 
the  leading  men  of  to-day  came  in  during  that 
time.  Some  of  these  were  men  in  the  prime  of 
life,  who  had  already  accumulated  some  property, 
and  in  the  unbroken  wilderness  of  this  Territory 
saw  greater  and  more  speedy  results  for  the  invest- 
•-«^— — ~ --— ^ »-«_- ^ 


ment  of  their  capital.  Some  were  young  men  just 
starting  out  to  fight  life's  ])attles,  and  deemed  this 
a  promising  field  for  the  free  scope  of  their  energies 
and  ambitions.  Many  were  yet  children  who  came 
w^ith  their  parents  to  this  new  field  of  action,  and 
of  this  latter  class  was  our  subject,  Mr.  Bradish. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Bradish  were  Calvin  and 
Nancy  (Post)  Bradish  (for  parental  history  see 
sketch  of  Augustus  W.  Bradish).  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  25,  1822 
and  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  twelve  children. 
He  was  only  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Lenawee  County  in  1831,  and  he 
has  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  his  present  home  in 
Madison  Township  since  that  date.  He  w^as  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  and  there  received  the  benefits 
of  a  practical  instruction  in  all'things  pertaining  to 
farm  life.  Being  ambitious  he  was  anxious  to  start 
out  in  life  for  himself,  and  having  elder  brothers, 
so  that  his  help  was  not  especially  needed  at  home, 
his  father  gave  him  his  time  somewhat  before  he 
attained  his  majority,  and  his  energy  and  wise  in- 
dustry have  gained  him  success.  Most  of  his  life 
has  been  spent  in  farming,  and  in  connection  with 
this  occupation  he  operated  a  threshing-machine 
during  the  summer  and  fall  months  for  a  j^eriod  of 
sixteen  years.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  230 
acres  of  valuable  land  on  section  23  of  Madison 
Township,  upon  which  he  has  erected  ample  and 
convenient  buildings,  and  has  all  the  necessary 
implements  for  carrying  on  farming  after  the  most 
approved  methods.  Like  all  successful  persons  he 
has  occasionally  met  with  disasters  and  losses;  in 
the  summer  of  1885  his  barn  was  struck  by  light- 
ning and  was  destroyed  with  all  its  contents,  entail- 
ing a  loss  estimated  at  from  $1,500  to  $2,000. 

Mr.  Bradish  was  married  in  Ovid,  Seneca  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  7,  1845,  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Lobdell)  Caton,  both  natives 
of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Caton  died  there  in  1827, 
and  after  her  death  Mr.  Caton  removed  to  New 
Jersey.  They  had  five  children,  namely:  William, 
Samuel  L.,  Elizabeth,  John  D.  and  Caroline  M. 
The  youngest  of  the  family,  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Palmyra,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  30, 
1826.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradish  have  been  born 
five  children,  namely:  Mentha  A.,  who  died  when 
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five  years  old;  Helen  A.,  who  died  when  twenty 
months  old;  Russell  N.,  who  married  Miss  Jennie 
Spaiilding,  and  lives  in  Madison  Township;  Mentha 
Amanda,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  B.  Horton,  and 
resides  in  Fairfield  Township,  and  Maggie  A.,  who 
died  Feb.  18,  1864,  aged  twenty  months. 

Mr.  Bradish  takes  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  township,  and  lends  his  influence  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  best  interests  of  town  and  State. 
He  has  held  the  ofldce  of  Highway  Commissioner, 
and  served  the  county  as  Deputy  Sheriff.  Socially, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradish  are  members  of  the  Madison 
Grange,  and  politically  Mr.  B.  is  a  Republican. 


^Y]()SEPH  R.  BELL,  a  leading  farmer  and 
stock-buyer  of  Seneca  Township,  was  born 
in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  22,  1851, 
and  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents 
early  in  1855.  Jonathan  G.  Bell,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
born  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  was  there 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anne  Smith. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Jonathan  Bell  con- 
cluded to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  and 
accordingly  embarking,  after  a  tedious  voyage, 
during  which  time  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  wife,  he  landed  in  Canada,  w^here  he  remained 
some  years.  While  a  resident  of  the  Dominion, 
he  again  entered  into  the  marriage  state,  this  time 
with  Miss  Frances  Roach,  a  native  of  Cumberland, 
England,  and  born  in  1818.  Her  parents  came  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  in  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.,  but  three  years  later  removed  to  Ohio. 
From  the  latter  place,  in  1855,  they  removed  to 
Michigan,  and  settled  in  Seneca  Township,  where 
they  at  present  reside.  Both  have  attained  their 
threescore  and  ten  years,  and  are  passing  their 
declining  lives  in  peace  and  comfort.  Jonathan 
Bell  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  two  girls  by 
the  first  wife  and  seven  boys  by  the  second. 

Joseph  R.  Bell,  the  fourth  child  of  his  parents, 

was  reared  on  his  father's  farm   and  received  his 

education  in  the  common  district  schools,  and  has 

always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.     He 

-« •- .__-_- 


is  at  present  largel.y  interested  in  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  live  stock,  which  he  carries  on  in  connec- 
tion with  his  farm.  Jan.  1,  1874,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Hayward,  who  was 
born  in  Seneca  Township,  Jan.  5,  1847.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sarah  Jane  (Sanger)  Hay- 
ward,  a  history  of  whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of 
their  son  Henry  Hayward,  in  this  Album.  Mrs. 
Bell  was  the  fifth  child  of  her  parents,  who  were 
pioneers  of  1834,  and  was  reared  among  the  familiar 
scenes  of  Seneca  Township,  receiving  her  primary 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  finished  it  at 
the  Raisin  Valley  Seminary 

Mr.  Bell  owns  some  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  22,  which  manifests  by  its  high  state  of 
culture,  the  interest  and  ability  of  the  proprietor. 
He  has  been  in  the  stock  business  for  some  twelve 
or  fourteen  j'-ears,  and  has  met  with  a  merited  suc- 
cess. He  is  a  most  excellent  citizen,  a  public- 
spirited  man  and  a  kind  and  devoted  husband. 
Taking  great  interest  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of 
the  county  and  town,  he  enjoys  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  his  appreciative  neighbors. 


^* 


^IL^IRAM  A.  CURTLSS,  one  of  the  old  settlers 
f/jli  of  the  township  of  Ridgeway,  came  to  this 
i^^^  county  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  and  now 
(^  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is 
well  improved,  on  sections  4  and  83.  Since  1876 
Mr.  Curtiss  has  let  his  son  manage  the  farm,  and  he 
lives  in  quiet.  Fie  was  born  in  Paris  Township, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  17, 1816,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  O.  Curtiss,  whose  biography  is  given  in 
connection  with  the  sketch  of  Mr.  Lyman  Curtiss  in 
this  work. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  farm  back  in  York  State,  and  while  yet  living  in 
his  native  county,  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1842, 
with  Miss  Lydia  Hull.  Miss  Hull,  who  was  born  in 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  11,  1819,  was  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Hull,  a  native  of  York  State. 
He  was  a  farmer,  and  later  in  life  went  to  Wiscon- 
sin, where  he  died.  Mrs.  Curtiss  remained  at  home 
until  her  marriage;  she  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  and  died  at  her  home  April  21,  1887.     Of 
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the  five  children,  three  died  when  young;  the  living 
are  William  H.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Zeluff,  a  na- 
tive of  Ridge  way  (for  parents'  history  see  sketch 
of  John  Zeluff);  they  live  on  and  operate  the  Cur- 
tiss  homestead  belonging  to  the  father.  Eliza,  the 
other  living  child,  is  the  wife  of  William  Britton, 
and  lives  in  Britton;  they  own  a  large  farm.  The 
deceased  were  Hannah  J.,  who  died  April  12,  1845, 
aged  two  years  and  nine  days;  Charles  E.,  who 
died  March  13,  1851,  aged  two  years  and  three 
months,  and  George  W.,  who  died  aged  one  year 
and  two  months. 

Immediately  after  marriage  Mr.  Curtiss  set  out 
from  Utica,  N.  T.,  via  canal  and  lake  to  Detroit, 
and  thence  by  team  to  Ridgeway,  landing  here  in 
October,  1842,  and  securing  a  part  of  the  farm  he 
now  owns  and  lives  on.  The  farm  was  all  woods, 
and  Mr.  C.  can  be  credited  for  its  improvement. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  while  in  politics  Mr.  C.  is  a  Re- 
publican. With  Mr.  Curtiss  lives  his  sister,  Julia 
A.,  who  was  born  in  Paris  Township,  Oneida  County, 
Nov.  27,  1818.  She  lived  at  her  home  in  Oneida 
until  1880,  when  she  came  to  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  made  her  home  with  her  brother ;  she  is  a 
member  of  the  same  church. 


R8.  ANN  KING,  widow  of  the  late  William 
King,  of  Roll  in  Township,  was  born  in  the 
district  of  Galloway,  Scotland,  July  12, 
1831,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1854,  when  a  young  lady  twenty-three  years  old,  it 
having  been  agreed  between  herself  and  future 
husband,  Mr.  Robert  Sloan,  that  if  he  was  pleased 
with  the  outlook  she  should  follow,  which  she  did, 
and  worked  out  until  her  marriage  as  hereafter 
stated.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Cather- 
ine (Broadfoot)  Beattie.  She  continued  with  her 
parents  until  reaching  womanhood,  in  the  meantime 
receiving  careful  home  training  from  her  excellent 
mother  and  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools. 
Our  subject  was  first  married  to  Robert  Sloan, 
Oct.  9,  1855,  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Katie, 
who  was  born  Jan.    1,   1857.     She   is  now  the  wife 
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of  William  W.  King,  a  resident  of  Rollin  Township, 
and  has  one  child,  a  daughter  Bertha,  two  years  of 
age.  Robert  Sloan  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and 
died  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  in  June,  1857.  Mrs. 
Ann  Sloan  became  the  wife  of  William  King  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1858,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Robert  B.,  April  10,  1861,  and  William  W., 
Oct.  10,  1864.  The  former  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years  and  three  months;  William  W.  married  Miss 
Mary  Hitchings,  and  is  working  the  homestead. 

William  King  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  in 
1813,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Rollin  Township  in 
the  spring  of  1884.  He  remained  in  the  land  of  his 
birth  until  a  youth  of  nineteen  years,  and  after 
working  in  a  shipyard  about  twelve  months,  sailed 
for  the  United  States.  During  the  tempestuous 
voyage  the  ship  was  wrecked,  but  young  King  fort- 
unatel}^  escaped  perishing,  and  a  little  over  thirteen 
weeks  after  leaving  his  native  land,  arrived  in  New 
York  City.  He  was  there  employed  in  a  foundry 
for  about  three  years,  then  made  his  way  to  Michi- 
gan, arriving  in  this  county  about  1840.  He  was 
first  employed  on  a  farm  near  the  town  of  Niles, 
after  which  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Rollin  Township.  Later  he 
traded  this  for  the  homestead  which  he  left  to  his 
widow,  and  upon  which  she  now  resides. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  King  died  in  Scotland,  after 
attaining  to  a  good  old  age,  having  both  reached 
their  fourscore  years.  The  family  was  of  excellent 
ancestry,  and  possessed  in  a  marked  degree  the  re- 
liable and  substantial  traits  of  the  Scottish  nation- 
ality. Mr.  King  politically  was  a  Republican.  The 
King  family  have  always  been  the  friends  of  tem- 
perance and  morality,  and  Mrs.  King  for  many 
years  has  done  good  service  as  an  intelligent  Chris- 
tian lady,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  she  has  been  a  member  for  many  years. 


*«^5fc^-»^>*^ 
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RS.  SUSAN  H.  HAGAMAN,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Morenci,  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Nancy  (Ballard)  Day,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Thompson,  Conn.,  where  her  fa- 
ther spent  most  of  his  life  and  where  his  decease 
occurred.     His  wife  was  subsequently  married  to 
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Abel  C.  Ely,  of  Ohio,  and  late  in  life  removed  to 
Morenci,  where  his  death  took  place.  They  became 
the  parents  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Hagaman  was 
the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Thomp- 
son, Conn.,  Feb.  12,  1815,  and  passed  her  early 
years  partly  in  the  place  of  her  birth  and  partly  in 
Massachusetts.  She  afterward  accompanied  her 
mother  to  Lake  County,  Ohio,  where  she  lived  un- 
til her  marriage.  Her  first  marriage  took  place  at 
her  mother's  home  in  Ohio,  Sept.  20,  1842.  Her 
husband,  Franklin  Cawiey,  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  had  come  to  Seneca  Township  seven 
years  previous  to  his  marriage.  He  was  a  mill- 
wright by  trade  and  was  also  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  occupying  a  part  of  what  is  now  the 
village  of  Morenci.  He  was  engaged  for  some  time 
in  the  lumber  business,  also  operating  a  sawmill, 
and  made  Morenci  his  residence  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  23d  of  October,  18e58.  By 
this  union  there  were  born  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  the  other  four  were  named 
as  follows:  Frank  E.,  Anna  C,  Sarah  L.  and  Perley 
F.  Frank  married  Miss  Sarah  Scofield,  and  resides 
in  Morenci ;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Watson  C.  Crabbs, 
and  resides  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  Perley  F.  married 
Miss  Luella  Rorick,  and  resides  in  Fayette,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  second  time 
united  in  marriage,  in  Morenci,  with  Joseph  Haga- 
man.  Mr.  Hagaman  was  born  in  Varick,  Seneca 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  18,  1816,  and  was  the  son  of 
John  S.  Hagaman,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Waldron,  also  of  New  Jersey.  Joseph 
Hagaman  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Seneca  County, 
where  he  received  a  good  common-school  education, 
and  in  1841  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Me- 
dina. He  was  first  married  in  1838,  to  Miss  Leah, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Blain,  of  Varick, 
N.  Y.  This  lady  died  in  Morenci,  Oct.  4,  1863, 
leaving  no  children,  and  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1864,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  the  subject 
of  our  sketch.  In  1864  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagaman 
settled  in  the  village  of  Morenci,  where  he  was  vari- 
ously occupied  until  his  decease,  which  occurred 
on  the  27th  of  August,  1881. 

Mrs.  Hagaman  is  a  lady  of  exemplary  character, 


cheerfully  assisting  by  her  counsel  and  in  a  more 
tangible  manner  all  enterprises  which  have  for  their 
object  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  morality  and 
the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. She  is  comfortably  situated,  and  toward 
the  close  of  a  well-spent  life  can  look  forward  to 
the  prospect  of  spending  her  declining  years  in  the 
enjoyment  of  ease  and  comfort. 


y)ILLIAM  WALDRON,  son  of  a  well-known 
pioneer  of  Lenawee  County,  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  farmers  of 
Tecumseh  Township,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire 
life,  having  been  born  on  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father,  Dec.  19,  1850.  The  first  roof  which  shel- 
tered him  was  that  of  a  little  cabin  erected  by  the 
elder  Waldron  upon  the  uncultivated  tract  of  land 
which  became  his  property  in  the  spring  of  1846, 
and  where  he  still  lives.  A  sketch  of  Aaron  K. 
Waldron  and  his  wife,  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Here, 
suflfice  it  to  say,  that  they  are  among  the  best  known 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Lenawee 
County,  to  which  they  came  in  the  pioneer  days, 
and  in  whose  progress  and  development  they  have 
borne  an  important  part. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  spent  his  boyhood 
years,  in  common  with  the  sons  of  pioneer  farmers, 
in  assisting  to  bring  the  wild  soil  to  a  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  building  up  the  improvements,  one  af- 
ter another,  which  transformed  the  primitive  home- 
stead into  a  modern  and  well-appointed  farm.  His 
early  studies  were  conducted  in  the  district  school, 
and  later  he  entered  the  High  School  in  the  village, 
where  he  made  such  good  use  of  his  time  that  he 
developed  into  a  well-bred  and  well-informed  young 
man.  He  continued  with  his  parents  until  reaching 
his  majority,  and  then  began  farming  on  his  own 
account  upon  his  father's  land. 

Mr.  Waldron  wisely  determined  before  taking 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  a  family,  to 
make  full  preparation  for  their  comfort  and  welfare 
and  having  done  so,  he  was  married,  March  30,  1881, 
to  Miss  Isabel  F.,  second  daughter  of  George  and 
Helen  (Fitzsimmons)  Griswold,  of  Tecumseh  To wn- 
— -— — ^ ^•►^ 
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ship.  He  had  now  become  the  possessor  of  a  snug 
farm  on  section  31,  not  far  from  his  father's  old 
homestead,  and  two  miles  west  of  the  village  on  the 
pike  road.  To  this  he  brought  his  bride,  and  they 
began  life  together  under  the  most  favorable  aus- 
pices. The  property  includes  111  acres  of  land  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  well  stocked  with  choice 
grades  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  Poland-China  hogs. 
Mr.  Waldron  is  also  an  admirer  of  fine  poultry,  and 
has  given  particular  attention  to  this  department, 
keeping  some  of  the  best  grades  of  the  white 
Cochin-China,  which  frequently  carry  off  the  blue 
ribbons  at  county  fairs.  The  residence  is  a  fine 
brick  structure,  two  stories  in  height,  finished  and 
furnished  in  modern  style. 

Our  subject,  like  his  father  before  him,  is  a 
straight  Republican,  politically,  and  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  School  Director 
and  Pathmaster,  and  is  otherwise  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  his  township.  He  keeps  himself 
well  posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest  and  at 
the  local  elections  supports  the  man  best  qualified 
for  office,  irrespective  of  party. 

\|/OSEPH  R.  BENNETT,  one  of  the  best 
I  known  citizens  of  Lenawee  County,  and  Pres- 
I  ident  of  its  savings  bank,  presents  the  illus- 
(^^[1/  tration  of  a  self-made  man  who  has  been 
eminently  successful  in  business,  and  by  his  worth}^ 
life  long  years  ago  established  himself  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  those  about  him.  His  has  been  a 
busy  life,  from  the  active  labors  of  which  he 
wisely  retired  in  1883,  and  now  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a  competency  is  spending  his  declining  years 
quietly  in  the  city  of  Adrian. 

Many  of  the  solid  men  of  this  county  came  from 
the  old  reliable  Empire  State.  Like  many  of  his 
compeers  our  subject  vvas  born  there,  in  the  town 
of  Shelby,  Orleans  County,  May  18,  1819.  His 
youth  and  childhood  were  spent  on  the  farm  of  his 
father,  but  the  parents  in  1825  removed  to  Ala- 
bama, Genesee  County,  where  Joseph  R.  studied  in 
the  common  schools  and  obtained  the  rudiments  of 
a  good  education.  He  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years 
when  the}^  came  to  Michigan,  and  the  elder  Bennett 


put  up  the  third  house  in  Rollin  Township,  this 
county.  Father  and  son  labored  together  on  the 
primitive  soil  and  built  up  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness, where  the  young  man  remained  until  reaching 
his  majority,  and  then  set  out  for  himself  by  pur- 
chasing a  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  Rollin  Town- 
ship. Upon  this  he  operated  two  years  and  in  the 
meantime  had  become  quite  prominent  in  public 
affairs.  He  was  now  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  and 
removed  to  Adrian  in  order  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  his  office.  This  he  held  two  years  and  in  1845 
was  elected  Constable.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  his  office  he  was  nominated  for  Sheriff  on 
the  Whig  ticket,  but  suffered  a  defeat,  for  which, 
however,  he  was  compensated  by  his  election  to  the 
office  in  1 850,  on  the  same  ticket,  although  the 
county  was  largely  Democratic.  This  was  a  flatter- 
ing testimonial,  as  showing  the  estimation  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  of  office  Mr. 
Bennett  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  drug 
business  of  F.  J.  Remington,  and  in  1856  was  again 
elected  to  the  office  of  Sheriff'  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  He  was  re-elected  in  1858,  and  served  four 
terms  in  that  office,  which  he  then  left  only  to  ad- 
vance still  higher,  as  in  1861  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  United  States  Marshal,  and  had  charge  of 
the  criminal  business  of  the  office  until  September, 
1862.  He  was  then  selected  as  United  States  As- 
sessor of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  First  Congres- 
sional District  of  the  State,  and  was  thus  occupied 
four  years,  when  he  was  removed  by  President 
Johnson.  He  had  previous  to  this  offended  the 
Chief  Magistrate  by  refusing  to  endorse  his  policy, 
and  at  the  time  made  this  characteristic  remark: 
''He  can  cut  my  head  off'  but  cannot  turn  it  around." 

Upon  the  change  of  administration  Mr.  Bennett, 
in  1869,  was  appointed  by  President  Grant  to  the 
office  of  the  United  States  Marshal  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Michigan,  which  he  filled  by  re-ap- 
pointment until  1877.  To  all  parties  having  official 
relations  with  him  Mr.  Bennett  gave  complete  satis- 
faction, and  his  whole  record  during  that  period  is 
one  of  which  he  may  justly  be  proud. 

Maj.  S.  E.  Graves,  the  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Bennett, 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Remington  in  the 
drug  business.     Mr.  B.  assumed  the  place  of  the  re- 
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tiring  partner,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  J. 
R.  Bennett  &  Co. ;  he  still  continued  a  silent  part- 
ner in  the  business,  which  has  long  stood  upon  a 
sound  financial  basis.  He  has  been  interested  in 
various  manufacturing  enterprises,  and  no  man  has 
taken  a  warmer  interest  in  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  Lenawee  County,  or  contributed  more 
cheerfully  of  his  time  and  means  to  build  up  and 
perpetuate  the  institutions  calculated  to  insure  the 
welfare  of  its  people. 

Mr.  Bennett,  iu  1840,  and  while  a  resident  of 
Rollin  Township,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Nancy  J.  Rowley,  then  a  resident  of  Hudson,  Mich., 
but  born  in  Onondaga  in  1824.  The  young  peo- 
ple commenced  life  together  in  Rollin  Township, 
and  to  the  wise  counsel  and  very  cheerful  assist- 
ance of  his  amiable  and  excellent  wife,  Mr.  Bennett 
ascribes  a  large  measure  of  his  success  in  life.  As 
a  lady  possessed  of  all  the  w^omanly  virtues,  she 
was  to  her  husband  a  faithful  helpmeet  and  to  her 
neighbors  an  ever  kind  and  generous  friend.  Of 
this  pongenial  union  there  were  born  two  daugh- 
ters— Helen  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Maj.  S.  E. 
Graves,  and  died  June  6,  1883,  and  Dora  E.  Mrs. 
Bennett  died  April  18,  1880,  and  the  family  now 
consists  of  the  younger  daughter,  Dora  E.,  and 
Walter  J.,  son  of  Major  and  Helen  M.  Graves. 

The  family  residence  is  a  commodious  and  sub- 
stantial structure  pleasantly  located  at  No.  55  South 
Main  street,  and  replete  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 
It  is  without  question  the  home  of  refined  and  cul- 
tivated tastes,  and  a  pleasant  place  of  resort  for  the 
scores  of  friends  whom  the  family  have  gathered 
around  them  during  the  long  years  of  their  resi- 
dence here. 

We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  on  an  accompany- 
ing page  of  this  Album  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Bennett, 
as  being  that  of  a  representative  citizen  of  Lenawee 
Countv. 
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JOHN  CHEEYER  is  an  old  and  representative 
farmer  now  living  adjacent  to  the  village  of 
Britton,  at  which  place  he  made  a  settlement 
in  1881,  and  at  the  time  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  sections  3  and  4  of  Ridge  way  Town- 
ship. He  had  formerly  lived  on  section  33  of  this 
.#i« — .«.«««^«- .«»»,,..«..«.^ ^ _ 


township,  having  settled  here  in  1852,  at  which 
time  he  bought  seventy-five  acres  of  land,  most  of 
which  was  wild.  He  first  came  to  the  county  with 
his  parents  in  1837,  and  after  he  purchased  the 
seventy-five  acres  on  section  33  he  made  it  his 
home  until  he  came  to  the  farm  where  he  nowr  re- 
sides, and  still  retains  its  ownership. 

Mr.  Cheever  was  born  in  Champion  Township, 
Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  of  January,  182G, 
and  in  1837  he  came  with  his  father  to  this  town- 
ship and  county.  He  was  the  j^oungest  but  one  of 
the  children  born  to  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Rachel 
(Rice)  Cheever,  natives  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  were  reared  and  married.  After  the 
birth  of  all  their  children,  they  came  to  JVIichigan, 
halting  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  on  the 
w^ay,  and  landed  in  the  township  of  Ridgeway  in 
the  fall  of  1837.  The  father  bought  his  first  land 
on  section  3  of  this  township,  and  after  he  had  im- 
proved this  new  farm,  his  wife  died  in  1853,  at  the 
age  of  sixty.  Later  the  father  went  to  Ridgeway 
Yillage,  where  he  died  in  August,  1859,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent citizen,  and  a  stanch  Democrat  in  politics; 
he  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

John  Cheever  lived  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  on  the  8th  of  March,  1 851 , 
in  this  township,  the  lad}'  of  his  choice  being  Cath- 
erine, the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Esther  (Car- 
penter) Coryell,  the  former  of  whom  is  dead,  and 
the  latter,  at  the  age  of  eighty -six  years,  lives  in  the 
village  of  Ridgeway.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  were  for  some  years  resi- 
dents of  Steuben  County,  in  that  State,  but  awny 
back  in  the  twenties  they  came  to  Michigan, 
and  located  in  what  is  now  Ann  Arbor,  and  there 
the  father  erected  the  first  frame  house  known  to 
that  city.  The  parents  subsequently^  went  to  Mon- 
roe, Mich.,  and  there  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Cheever, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  February,  1832.  After 
she  grew  to  girlhood,  the  family  came  to  Jackson 
County,  and  later  on  to  Lenawee  County,  and  lo- 
cated in  Ridgeway,  where  the  father  died. 

Mrs.  Cheever  remained  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage.  She  became  the  mother  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  eight  are  living:  Martha  was  a 
teacher  for  five  years,  and  is  the  wife  of  John  Wig- 
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gins,  now  living  on  ti  farm  ni  Macon  Tovvnsliii); 
Mary  A.  is  at  liome;  Andrew  married  Altlia  Binn, 
and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Ridge  way  Township;  Olive, 
William,  Kean  and  Engene  (twins),  and  James  E. 
are  at  home.  The  four  deceased  were:  David  A., 
who  was  killed  in  the  amphitheatre  disaster  at 
Adrian,  Mich.,  in  1879;  Sarah  Malona,  who  died 
Ang.  18,  1880,  James  E.  and  James  E.  (2d). 

After  marriage  Mr.  Cheever  lived  in  Macon 
Township  for  two  years,  and  then  removed  to  his 
farm  in  Ridgeway  Township,  where  he  has  suc- 
ceeded well  as  a  farmer  and  stock-grower.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
in  politics  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic 
party. 


nOWMAN  E.  SEAOER.  Among  the  bright, 
intelligent  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Len- 
awee County,  who  have  come  from  the  New 
England  States,  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  is  given  above.  He  is  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed citizens  of  Rome  Township,  where  he  has 
lived  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  a 
native  of  Rutland  County,  Vt ,  where  he  was  born 
Dec.  10,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Aaron  Seager,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  in  connection  with 
that  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Seager,  of  Adrian,  who  is  a 
brother  of  him  of  whom  we  write. 

Bowman  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  in 
the  good  old  New  England  cottage  until  about 
1859,  when  he  rented  a  place  which  he  commenced 
to  farm.  About  a  year  later  he  made  a  purchase 
of  the  same  place,  which  lay  in  the  town  of  Chit- 
tenden, Vt.  While  cultivating  the  soil  of  this  spot 
of  earth,  the  dark  clouds  of  war  gathered  and  broke 
over  our  beloved  country,  and  the  rulers  were  call- 
ing every  day  for  men  to  help  defend  the  National 
life.  Mr.  Seager,  overpowered  by  intense  patriot- 
ism, entered  into  the  service  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, enlisting  Aug.  25,  1863,  in  Company  G, 
12th  Vermont  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Ormsby,  who 
is  now  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  Going  into  camp  at  Brandon,  Vt., 
he  was  enlisted  and  mustered  in  at  Brattleboro, 
and  the  regiment  was  removed  to  Washington, 
where,  after  staying  some  thirty  days,  spent  in  or- 


ganizing and  drilling,  they  moved  to  the  front. 
From  that  time  until  the  20th  of  December  follow- 
ing, they  were  on  duty  at  Fairfax  Court  House. 
After  taking  part  in  several  skirmishes,  he  partici- 
pated with  the  regiment  in  the  glorious  and  decisive 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  1,  2  and  3, 1863,  al- 
though at  the  time  laboring  under  physical  disabil- 
ity. Becoming  sick,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  but 
afterward  returned  to  his  regiment,  from  which  he 
was  mustered  out  July  20,  1863. 

Returning  from  the  army  to  his  New^  England 
home,  he  disposed  of  what  property  he  had,  and  com- 
ing to  Rome  Township  purchased  some  sixty  acres 
of  improved  land.  Two  years  later  he  added  forty 
acres  to  this,  and  here  he  resided  until  1871,  when 
he  removed  to  his  brother's  place,  which,  a  year 
later,  he  purchased,  and  where  he  still  makes  his 
residence.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  imp  roved  farms 
in  the  county,  and  even  the  unobservant  man  can- 
not help  but  see  the  justifiable  pride  that  Mr.  Sea- 
ger takes  in  it. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1865,  Mr.  Seager  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice,  daughter  of  Da- 
vid and  Alice  Jerrells,  the  form»er  a  native  of 
Trumbull,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  born  July  18, 
1806.  He  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer  Jerrells,  also 
a  native  of  the  same  State,  who,  when  a  young- 
man,  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed most  of  his  life.  In  1814  he  removed  to 
Perrinton,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where,  after  making  a 
farm  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1821.  About  the  3^ear  1804  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Rowell,  of  Trumbull,  Conn.,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  David  was  the 
eldest.  Mrs.  Nancy  Jerrells  was  also  born  in  Trum- 
bull, Conn.,  in  1786,  and  died  in  Perrinton,  N.  Y., 
in  1865. 

David  Jerrells  remained  with  his  mother  for  some 
twenty-six  years,  obtaining  in  the  meantime  a  good 
common-school  education.  In  the  fall  of  1831,  he 
came  to  Michigan  on  a  prospecting  tour,  and  land- 
ing at  Detroit,  traveled  through  Wayne  and  Wash- 
tenaw^ Counties  until  he  reached  the  residence 
of  Samuel  Keyes,  his  brother-in-law,  about  two 
miles  south  of  Adrian.  He  remained  here  through 
the  winter  chopping  and  hunting,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1832  he  returned  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
^ ^ »► 
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through  Canada,  on  foot  and  alone,  traveling 
thirty-five  miles  per  day  the  entire  distance.  The 
same  fall  he  returned  again,  and  located  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  21,  in  Rome  Township,  tak- 
ing up  eighty  more  the  next  spring,  and  here  he 
has  resided  ever  since.  It  is  an  undeniable  fact 
that  he  was  the  first  man  married  within  the  present 
limits  of  Rome  Township,  Esquire  Job  Comstock, 
of  Adrian,  performing  the  ceremony,  Sept.  2S, 
1834,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with  Miss 
Alice,  daughter  of  William  and  Alice  Luther,  of 
Rome  Township.  They  have  been  the  parents  of 
seven  children — Mary  PI,  Phebe  J.,  Franklin  L., 
Harvey  E.,  George  E.,  Alice  A.  and  Charles  H. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seager  are  living  in  their  comfort- 
able home,  surrounded  by  their  family  of  four 
children.  George  B.  M.  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
Rome  Township,  Aug.  19,  1867,  and  assists  his 
father  in  the  farm  duties;  Maud,  the  second  child, 
was  born  Oct.  5, 1869  ;  she  is  an  exceedingly  bright 
girl  in  many  respects,  and  has  developed  quite  an 
unusual  musical  talent;  Archie,  the  third  child,  was 
born  Feb.  3,  1871,  and  Bradford  L.,  the  youngest, 
Oct.  9,  1878.  Mr.  Seager  is  one  of  the  strongest 
and  leading  Democrats  in  his  township. 


I 
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ARDON  T.  DAVENPORT,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  honored  f)ioneers  of  Blissfield 
Township,  is  now  located  on  section  19, 
where  he  has  a  fine  farm  with  good  improve- 
ments, which  he  built  up  from  the  uncultivated  soil 
by  years  of  persevering  industry.  His  early  home 
was  near  the  Atlantic  Coast,  in  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
where  his  birth  took  place  March  10,  1815.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  and  has  lived  to  see  the 
country  develop  around  him,  the  waste  places  be- 
come fertile,  and  the  long  stretch  of  uncultivated 
country  now  embellished  with  beautiful  farms  and 
flourishing  cities.  He  has  noted  the  changes  in  his 
adopted  State  with  unmixed  satisfaction,  and  has 
contributed  his  full  share  toward  its  agricultural  in- 
terests. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  Davenport,  it 
is  supposed  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  oper- 
ated a  grist  mill  and  farm,  carrying  on  the  former 


business  at  Tiverton  until  1821.  He  then  sold  out, 
and  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  six  children, 
started  for  New  York  State.  Their  outfit  consisted 
of  three  horses  and  one  wagon,  and  they  made  the 
journey  overland,  after  the  fashion  of  the  emigrants 
of  those  days,  camping  out  at  night,  and  cooking  by 
the  wayside.  They  settled  in  Wayne  County,  but 
removed  not  long  afterward  to  Yates  County,  and 
a  year  later  the  elder  Davenport  traded  the  property 
which  he  had  secured  for  land  in  Wayne  County,  to 
which  he  removed,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Beals,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
died  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  several  years  before 
the  death  of  her  husband.  Their  family  included 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  attain  their 
majority.  Of  these  Pardon  T.  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  a  lad  of  but  ten  years  old 
when  his  mother  died.  He  was  then  taken  into  the 
home  of  a  cousin  in  Wayne  County,  where  he  lived 
until  fifteen  years  old,  and  then  commenced  to  learn 
the  trades  of  a  brickmason  and  plasterer.  He  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  nearly  two  years,  when  he  was 
considered  competent  to  receive  journeyman's 
wages,  and  not  long  afterward  he  took  jobs  on  his 
own  account,  and  continued  in  this  manner  in  New 
York  State  until  1835.  He  then  determined  to 
change  his  location  and  started  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  He  footed  it  from  Wayne  County  to 
the  Erie  Canal,  and  thence  took  passage  to  Buffalo, 
walking  from  there  thirty  miles  to  Silver  Creek, 
where  he  took  a  lake  steamer  to  Detroit,  and  from 
the  latter  city  marched  on  foot  as  before  to  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Adrian,  which  was  then  but  the  begin- 
ning of  a  town.  He  worked  on  a  farm  in  that 
vicinity  one  season,  and  filled  in  his  leisure  time  at 
his  trade.  His  first  job  of  mason  work  in  the  Ter- 
ritory was  plastering  the  Quaker  Church  near 
Adrian.  He  was  prospered  in  his  labors,  and  in  due 
time  entered  eighty  acres  of  timbered  land  near 
Hudson,  which  however,  he  never  settled  upon,  but 
sold  it  six  years  later  and  purchased  the  tract  upon 
which  he  built  up  his  present  homestead.  This  also 
was  originally  heavily  timbered,  and  he  did  not  take 
possession  of  it  until  1857,  although  he  had  cleared 
a  part  of  the  land.     He  first  put  up  a  frame  house, 
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and  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil,  which,  as  may  be  supposed,  in- 
volved persistent  and  hard  labor. 

Mr.  Davenport  wisely  waited  until  he  could  see 
his  way  plain  before  him  ere  he  assumed  marital  and 
domestic  ties,  and  the  responsibilities  of  a  family. 
The  time  now  having  arrived,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Frances  Maria  Warren,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, Nov.  28,  1838.  Mrs.  Davenport  was  born  in 
Farmington,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  20,  1818. 
The  only  child  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  is  a  son, 
George,  who  was  born  in  Blissfield,  Dec.  31,  1845. 
He  married  Miss  P'imeline  Back,  who  is  a  native  of 
Williams  County,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  George 
Back;  they  have  two  children,  Nellie  M.  and  Harry 
C,  and  reside  at  the  old  homestead. 

When  Mr.  Davenport  first  came  to  this  section, 
deer  and  other  wild  game  were  plentiful,  and  in  the 
winter  season,  when  there  was  little  to  do  upon  the 
farm,  he  occupied  his  time  largely  in  hunting,  and 
in  one  3'ear  killed  over  100  deer,  besides  wild  tur- 
keys and  other  game.  As  time  passed  on  and  the 
country  became  settled,  these  denizens  of  the  forests 
and  field  disappeared,  falling  victims  to  the  march 
of  civilization. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Davenport  met  with  the  reward 
of  his  labors  in  plowing  and  sowing,  and  w^as  en- 
abled to  replace  the  primitive  dwelling  by  a  neat 
and  substantial  modern  residence.  A  barn  was  also 
added,  and  the  other  necessary  buildings  for  the 
storing  of  grain  and  the  shelter  of  stock,  and  he  has 
availed  himself  as  far  as  possible  of  modern  ma- 
chinery and  modern  methods.  His  early  education 
was  extremely  limited,  but  he  has  ever  been  a  lover 
of  good  books,  and  consequently  has  attained  a  use- 
ful fund  of  information,  and  has  kept  himself  well 
posted  upon  State  and  National  events.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 
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ARREN     A.    BAILEY,    manufacturer    of 
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Ij    cheese  boxes,  moldings,  and  a  long  line  of 
other  articles  of  this  description,  forms  an 
important  factor  in  connection  with   the   industrial 
interests  of  Fairfield,  where  he  has  been  familiarly 
«i 


known  since  boyhood.  He  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14,  1839,  being  the  second 
child  of  Alfred  and  Celinda  (White)  Bailey,  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the  former  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Aug.  26,  1808,  the  latter  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Nov.  25,  1817.  After  marriage 
the  parents  continued  in  Niagara  County  until  May 
8,  1845,  and  then  came  to  Southern  Michigan  and 
located  in  Fairfield  Township,  where,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  months,  they  continued  until  their 
decease. 

Alfred  Bailey  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  which 
occupation  he  pursued  in  connection  with  farming. 
He  died  at  the  homestead  in  Fairfield  Township, 
Nov.  10,  1869.  The  mother  subsequently  removed 
to  Blissfield  Township,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  March  14,  1879.  The  two  other  children  of 
the  parental  household  are  in  Fairfield  Village.  Mr. 
Bailey  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  inherited  in  a  marked  degree  the  natural 
mechanical  genius  of  his  father.  He  was  fond  of 
music,  and  when  a  boy  of  fourteen  years  con- 
structed a  violin  w^hich  was  of  very  creditable 
workmanship.  Although  not  capable  of  producing 
the  sweet  sounds  extracted  by  Ole  Bull  from  his 
famous  instrument,  it  suited  at  least  the  youthful 
audiences  which  frequently  gathered  around  the 
young  mechanic  and  musician  in  silent  admiration 
of  his  talents. 

Young  Bailey  at  an  early  period  commenced 
assisting  his  father  in  the  wagon-shop,  working 
with  him  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  when  in  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  he  decided  to  try  his  hand  at  farm- 
ing, but  the  follow^ing  year  returned  to  his  wagon- 
making.  In  the  meantime,  the  Civil  War  being  in 
progress,  he  was  included  in  the  draft  but  furnished 
a  substitute.  During  the  winter  of  1862-63  he 
worked  steadily  in  the  shop  of  his  father,  and  was 
thus  occupied  until  in  the  spring  of  1867,  when  he 
established  his  present  business,  associating  himself 
in  partnership  with  CM.  Baker.  They  continued 
together  one  year,  and  then  Mr.  Bailey  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner  and  in  August,  1868,  he 
associated  Jacob  Rapp  in  the  business  and  continued 
it  until  December,  1870,  after  which  time  he  con- 
ducted the  business  on  his  own  account.  He  com- 
mands  a  good    patronage   from    the   best  business 
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elements  of  the  place,  having  all  he  can  conveniently 
attend  to. 

Mr.  Bailey  in  early  manhood  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Loretta  A.  White,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  Elder  Griffiths,  in 
Madison  Township,  June  13,  1861.  Mrs.  Bailey  is 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Armenia  (Sawyer) 
White,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan June  25,  1860.  The  mother  departed  this  life 
in  Ionia  County,  July  10,  1874,  while  Mr.  White  is 
still  living  and  a  resident  of  Fairfield.  Mrs.  Bailey 
was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  18,  1841, 
and  her  union  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  sons — Warren  L.,  Byron  C.  and  James  B., 
who  are  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Bailey,  politically,  is  a  straight  Republican. 
He  has  never  had  any  aspirations  for  office,  and  has 
little  to  do  with  public  affairs  aside  from  perform- 
ing his  duty  as  an  American  citizen  and  casting  his 
vote  at  the  polls. 


E"  DWIN  W.  AMES,  a  leading  lumber  manu- 
facturer and  dealer,  and  a  prominent  stock- 
raiser,  pleasantly  located  on  section  7  of 
Hudson  Township,  is  a  native  of  this  State,  and 
was  born  in  Pittsford  Township,  Hillsdale  County, 
Feb.  3,  1836.  His  father,  Charles  Ames,  was  born 
in  Petersham  in  1799,  and  was  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Sarah  (Clark)  Ames  (see  sketch  of  C.  H. 
Ames  for  parental  history). 

Charles  Ames  was  but  a  boy  when  his  father 
died,  and  he  soon  after  commenced  to  learn  the 
shoemaker's  trade  at  Barre,  Mass.,  and  when  he 
had  mastered  the  art  he  went  to  Boston,  and  there 
pursued  it  for  awhile.  He  then  resolved  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  the  South,  as  skilled  artisans  in  his  call- 
ing were  in  demand  there,  and  accordingly  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  shoemaker  in  Mobile,  Ala. 
After  a  time  he  visited  Massachusetts,  driving 
from  Alabama  to  Baltimore  with  a  horse  and 
wagon,  and  proceeding  from  there  to  his  native 
State.  On  his  return  to  Alabama  from  his  old 
home  he  located  at  Blakely,  and  there  pursued  his 
trade  quite  successfully  for  some  time,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Boston,  making  the  entire  journey 


by  water.  He  afterward  made  his  home  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  working  there  when  the  Erie  Canal 
was  completed  and  the  water  was  first  let  into  it. 
From  Buffalo  Mr.  Ames  went  to  Geneva,  N.  Y., 
and  married  there,  April  10,  1823,  Miss  Sarah  S. 
Ball,  a  native  of  that  place  and  the  daughter  of 
Nathan  Ball,  a  clothier,  who  pursued  his  business 
there  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  and  died 
in  1826.  He  was  originally  from  Massachusetts, 
removing  from  there  to  Vermont  and  thence  to 
Ontario  County,  N,  Y.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Jane  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, where  her  birth  occurred  in  1767.  She  spent 
her  last  years  in  Pittsford,  this  State,  dying  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

The   father  of  our  subject   finally  removed  his 
business  to  Geneva  and  there  continued  in  it  until 
1831,  when  he  took  a  trip  to  the   West,  visiting 
Chicago   and    Milwaukee,  which   were    then   small 
towns.      He  paid  but  a  short  visit  to  either  place 
and  then  returned  to  Geneva,  where  he  re-estab- 
lished himself  in  the  shoe  business,  and  continued 
it  until  1833.      In  the  spring  of  that  year,  accom- 
panied by  Thomas  Pennock,  he  made  another  jour- 
ne}^   to    the    West,    coming   to    Michigan,    then    a 
Territory,  via  canal  and  lake  to  Detroit.       From 
that  city  they  started  on  foot  to  what  is  now  Raisin 
Township,    where  they    met    Hiram    Kidder,   who 
started  with  them  on   a  pedestrian  trip  to  explore 
Bean   Creek  Valley,  taking  provisions  along  with 
them  as  there  were  no  accommodations  for  travelers 
on  the  way.      The  father  of  our  subject  selected 
320  acres  of  land  on  sections   1   and  12  of  Pitts- 
ford Township,  and  entered  it  at  the  land-office  in 
Monroe.     He  then  went  back  to  New  York,  and  in 
the    fall    started    for  Michigan     with    his    family. 
Landing  at  Detroit  he,  with  others  who  had  accom- 
panied him,  put  two  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  wagon  he 
had  brought  with  him  and  started  for  his  future 
home.      Mr.  Kidder  had  preceded  them  a  few  days 
and  settled  on  his  land  on  section  7  of  what  is  now 
Hudson  Township.     Mr  Ames  and  his  family  staid 
with  him  about  a   month   until   he  erected   a    log 
cabin  on  his  own  land.       Their  nearest  neighbor  in 
an  easternly  direction,   with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Kidder's  family,  was  eleven  miles  distant,  and   in 
the  other  directions,  north,  west  and  south,   there 

^ : ™«||^ 


t 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


987    Ai 


i 


were  no  neighbors  for  even  a  greater  distance. 
Mr.  Ames  did  most  of  his  farming,  milling  and 
marketing  for  some  time  with  oxen,  and  for  several 
years  Adrian  was  the  nearest  market,  and  Tecnm- 
seh  the  location  of  the  nearest  mill.  It  used  to 
take  a  week  to  go  to  mill,  get  a  grist  ground  and 
return.  Deer,  wild  turkey  and  other  game  were 
very  plentiful,  and  the  family  larder  was  well  sup- 
plied with  meat.  In  1847  Mr.  Ames  returned  with 
his  family  to  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  there  nearly 
four  years ;  he  then  returned,  and  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence on  his  farm  resumed  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  cleared  a  large  farm  and  erected  good  build- 
ings, and  there  made  liis  home  until  his  death,  in 
1874;  his  wife  died  in  1869.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Mr.  Ames  was  a  man  of  shrewd  business  qualifica- 
tions and  was  highly  successful  throughout  life. 
Both  he  and  his  good  wife  commanded  the  highest 
respect  and  honor  of  the  people  among  whom  they 
made  their  home. 

Edwin  Ames,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
youngest  child  in  the  parental  family  and  the  only 
one  born  to  his  parents  in  Michigan.  EI  is  birth- 
place was  the  log  cabin  which  his  father  had  erected 
for  the  shelter  of  his  family  when  he  first  took  up 
his  residence,  and  there  tlie  first  few  years  of  his 
life  were  spent.  His  education  was  gained  partly 
in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Fittsford  and  also  in  a 
})ublic  school  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.  He  remained  on 
the  home  farm  after  the  return  of  his  father  and 
family  from  their  few  3^ears'  residence  in  Geneva, 
until  1857,  to  assist  his  father  in  the  management 
of  his  large  farm.  After  leaving  home  he  engaged 
in  the  jewelry  business  in  Hudson  for  one  year, 
and  then  went  to  Chicago  and  engaged  in  the  same 
business  for  juiother  j^ear.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  lie  returned  to  his  old  home,  resuming 
the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  and 
in  1875  he  located  on  the  farm  which  he  still  owns 
and  occupies.  It  is  a  valuable  farm  and  was  once 
platted  for  a  village  and  was  named  Keene.  Here 
he  has  since  also  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  his  extensive  farming  oper- 
ations. His  sawmill  stands  on  the  site  where  Mr. 
Kidder,  the  pioneer  of  Bean  Creek  Valley,  built 
the  (irst  sawmill  ever  erected  in  this  section  of  tiie 
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country.  The  mill  is  well  equipped  with  good 
machinery,  and  Mr.  Ames  is  doing  a  fine  business. 
Our  subject  is  a  man  of  good  principles  and 
business  habits.  In  politics  he  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  Republican  party  of  Hudson 
Township,  heartily  advocating  its  principles  and 
measures.  He  joined  the  Maxon  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Hudson  Chapter. 
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<^  AMUEL  KINO,  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  in  Hudson  Township,  is  an  English- 
man by  birth.  Although  he  is  not  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  this  county,  yet  he 
came  here  when  the  country  was  new,  before  it  had 
been  settled  a  quarter  of  a  century.  His  wife,  how- 
ever, is  a  much  older  settler,  having  come  here  with 
her  parents  in  1836.  Lucena  Van  Akin,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Junius, 
N.  Y.,  May  2,  1831,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Hannah  (Wilson)  Van  Akin,  natives  of  New 
York.  We  are  pleased  herewith  to  be  able  to  give  a 
short  sketch  of  her  parents,  and  to  incorporate  a  few 
facts  of  her  own  life. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  King  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Westfall)  Van  Akin  (see  sketch  of 
AV.  II.  II.  Van  Akin  for  parental  history),  and  was 
born  and  reared  in  Fhelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.  He 
married  there  in  1829,  and  in  1836  left  his  native 
State,  and  came  with  his  wife  and  two  children  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  making  the  entire  jour- 
ney by  land  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  wagon. 
He  had  two  brothers  in  Wa3aie  County,  and  they 
first  paid  them  a  visit.  Then  Mr.  Van  Akin  started 
with  his  little  daughter  Lucena  to  Bean  Creek  Val- 
ley, leaving  his  wife  and  the  other  child  with  their 
relatives  in  Wayne  County.  Mrs.  King  w^as  then 
but  seven  years  old,  yet  she  has  quite  a  distinct  re- 
membrance of  that  tedious  journey  through  the 
woods.  The  roads  were  very  bad,  and  Mr.  Van 
Akin  left  his  wagon  and  one  horse  two  miles  west 
of  Adrian  as  there  was  no  wagon  road  beyond, 
nothing  but  a  trail,  and  proceeded  on  horseback 
with  his  little  girl  before  him.  When  they  arrived 
at  what  is  now  Clayton   it  was  very  dark,  and  they 
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stopped  at  the  house  of  John  Col  well.  Early  in 
the  morning  they  resumed  their  journey,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  day  came  to  the  present  site  of  Hud- 
son, where  Mr.  Van  Akin's  mother  and  two  of  his 
brothers  lived.  He  there  selected  a  tract  of  land 
on  section  18,  and  now  included  within  the  incor- 
porated limits  of  Hudson,  and  then  returned  to 
Wa3me  County  for  the  other  members  of  his  family. 
After  coming'  back  with  them  and  some  household 
goods  they  went  into  a  vacant  log  cabin  until  he 
could  build  a  house  on  his  own  land,  but  a  short 
time  later  the  cabin  and  all  its  contents  were  burned. 
He  then  prepared  to  go  to  Detroit  to  get  the  re- 
mainder of  his  household  goods,  which  were  there 
stored  in  a  warehouse,  when  he  received  word  that 
the  warehouse  had  been  destroyed  and  his  goods 
with  it,  and  the}'  were  thus  left  in  the  winter  season 
without  furniture  or  scarce  a  change  of  clothing. 
In  spite  of  these  drawbacks  Mr.  Van  Akin  pros- 
pered. He  built  a  substantial  log  house  for  a  hab- 
itation, and  continued  to  reside  on  his  land  until 
1884,  having  in  the  meantime  improved  a  good 
farm.  Then  he  and  his  wife  came  to  live  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King,  and  here  their  useful 
lives  closed,  the  death  of  the  mother  occurring  in 
April,  1886,  and  that  of  the  father  in  July,  1887. 
They  will  long  be  remembered  as  fine  representa- 
tives of  the  pioneers  of  1836. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  County 
Norfolk,  England,  Dec.  19,  1819,  and  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Reed)  King,  both  natives 
and  life-long  residents  of  England.  During  his  life- 
time his  father  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker, 
with  the  exception  of  six  months'  service  in  the 
English  army.  Mr.  King's  grandparents  were 
Mathew  and  Margaret  King.  Our  subject  had  one 
brother,  James,  and  a  sister  Sarah  who  came  to 
America;  the  former  located  in  New  York,  and 
subsequently  came  to  Hudson;  he  now  resides  in 
Jefferson  Township,  Hillsdale  County.  The  sister 
married  Stephen  Thurston,  and  now  resides  in 
Osseo. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  at  four- 
teen years  of  age  he  commenced  to  receive  wages, 
three  shillings  per  week,  and  boarded  himself. 
When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  hired  out  for  a  year 
at  two   pounds  and   board,  and  continued  to  work 
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at  that  rate  for  two  years.  He  then  became  engaged 
in  the  herring  fishery,  and  during  the  next  five 
years  made  seven  voyages.  In  1852  he  resolved 
to  try  life  in  America,  and  accordingly  he  set  sail 
from  London,  and  landed  at  New  York  after  a 
voyage  of  forty-two  days.  At  that  time  his  per- 
sonal property  consisted  of  $125,  and  he  set  to  work 
with  a  will  at  anj^thing  his  hands  could  find  to  do 
that  he  might  increase  it,  and  at  some  time  be  able 
to  make  a  home  for  himself.  He  first  stopped  at 
Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there  engaged  to 
work  on  a  farm  for  six  months.  He  then  found 
employment  in  a  stone  quarry,  and  later  in  a  tan- 
ner}^  where  he  was  engaged  until  1853,  and  in  De- 
cember of  that  3^ear  he  came  to  this  county,  and 
obtained  a  job  at  cutting  wood  in  Hudson.  In  the 
spring  of  1854  he  bought  160  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 17  of  Hudson  Township,  paying  $125  cash, 
and  the  balance  of  the  price,  which  was  $625,  in  five 
years.  He  continued  industriously  at  work,  ditch- 
ing, digging  wells  and  cisterns  in  the  summer,  and 
chopping  wood  in  the  winter,  until  the  year  1867. 

Mr.  King  was  married,  Aug.  23,  1865,  to  Mrs. 
Lucena  (Van  Akin)  Belcher;  Mrs.  King  had  been 
previously  married,  Dec.  3,  1847,  to  John  Belcher, 
who  was  born  in  Verona,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  and  was 
the  son  of  Enoch  and  Betsy  (Bennett)  Belcher.  He 
came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in 
Rollin  Township  in  1837,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  Mr.  Belcher  settled  on  his  farm  on  section 
18,  of  Hudson  Township,  and  lived  there  until  his 
death  in  1860.  He  was  a  thrifty,  well-to-do  farmer, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  137 
acres  of  land.  Six  children  were  born  of  that  mar- 
riage, namely:  Thomas  W.,  who  lives  in  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.;  Homer  D.,  living  in  Kent  County;  Clarie, 
who  lives  with  her  parents;  Mary  died  aged  thir- 
teen months;  Harry,  who  died  aged  fourteen 
months,  and  John  Herbert,  aged  ten  years. 

In  the  December  following  his  marriage  Mr.  King 
made  his  home  on  a  farm  which  he  had  bought  just 
prior  to  that  time,  and  which  he  still  occupies.  It 
is  located  across  the  road  from  his  first  purchase, 
which  he  still  retains,  and  comprises  forty  acres  of 
land,  of  which  only  two  acres  were  cleared  when  it 
came  into  his  possession.  He  bought  twenty  acres 
of  it  in  1857,  and  in  1863  completed  the  purchase. 
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On  the  last  tract  there  was  a  log  house  in  which  his 
famil}^  lived  for  a  time,  but  he  now  has  the  entire 
forty  acres  cleared,  and  also  thirtj^  acres  of  his 
original  purchase,  and  has  a  large  frame  barn  and 
other  suitable  farm  buildings.  In  1883  he  erected 
a  commodious  brick  house,  and  fitted  it  up  with 
every  convenience  and  comfort,  and  in  this  pleas- 
ant dwelling  the  family  have  since  lived. 

Our  subject  owes  his  success  in  life  to  hard  work 
and  shrewd  management,  combined  with  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  a  capable  wife.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely: 
Samuel,  Marj^  and  Margaret.  Samuel  is  now  a 
student  at  Hillsdale  College,  and  Mary  is  attending 
the  High  School  at  Hudson ;  Margaret  is  at  home 
with  her  parents.  Mrs.  King  is  an  estimable  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  King  is 
an  intelligent  and  honest  citizen,  and  as  such  well 
deserves  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 
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\f70HN  WILLIAM  BROWN,  a  resident  of  sec- 
tion 21  of  Blissfield  Township,  is  one  of  the 
self-made  men  and  substantial  farmers  of 
the  township.  Commencing  with  a  purchase 
of  twenty  acres  of  land,  he  farmed  that  in  addi- 
tion to  a  portion  of  his  father's  land  for  a  time,  and 
then  bought  eighty-four  acres,  which  is  included  in 
his  present  farm,  and  added  other  lots  until  he  now 
has  164  acres,  which  he  has  divided  into  two  farms, 
each  with  good  buildings  and  other  necessary  im- 
provements. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Streetsboro,  Ohio,  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Francis 
Brown,  who  was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  is  the  grandson  of  a  farmer  who  spent  his 
last  days  in  that  county.  The  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  but  four  years  old  when  his 
father  died,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  was  then  appren- 
ticed to  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker.  After  serving 
foi-  a  time  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  marine 
service,  the  duties  of  which  were  to  guard  American 


merchant  vessels  on  the  high  seas.  He  cruised  on 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea,  and  visited  nearly  all  the  seaport  towns 
of  the  world.  The  ship  cm  which  he  sailed  returned 
after  a  cruise  of  four  years  and  nine  months,  when 
he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service. 
During  a  part  of  his  service  he  was  Acting  Orderly 
Sergeant  under  Commodore  Patterson.  After  his 
discharge  he  went  to  Ohio  and  settled  at  Streetsboro, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  a  time,  and  then 
bought  a  farm  in  Hudson  Township,  Summit 
County,  on  wdiich  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1  848, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Medina,  near 
which  place  he  bought  a  farm  and  lived  until  1853. 
In  that  year  he  sold  his  Ohio  property,  and  coming 
to  Lenawee  County,  bought  a  farm  of  sixty  acres, 
upon  which  he  farmed  and  worked  at  his  trade 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty 
in  the  3^ear  1883. 

The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lucetta  Johnson,  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  while  her  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
and  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Ohio,  being  at  Cleve- 
land when  that  city  consisted  of  three  log  houses; 
the  mother  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows :  Mary 
married  Dr.  Edwin  Turner,  and  died  in  Blissfield 
Township;  Henry  B.  lives  in  Cold  water,  Mich.; 
Frankie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and  Lorin  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  John  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  twelve  years  old  when  his  parents  came 
to  this  county,  and  he  attended  the  district  schools 
in  Ohio  and  also  in  this  county.  Being  the  eldest 
son  it  devolved  upon  him  to  assist  in  the  work  on 
the  farm. 

August  31,  1864,  our  subject  enlisted  in  defense 
of  his  country's  flag,  joining  Company  B,  11th 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  joined  the  regiment  at 
Chattanooga,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Nashville,  and  continued  in  the  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Receiving  his  discharge  in  June, 
1865,  he  returned  home  and  again  entered  on  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  life. 

In  December,  1869,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to 
Jennie  Barrett,  who  was  born  in  Blissfield  Township, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Israel  and  Sallie  Barrett, 
who    were  pioneer  settlers  of   the  township.     She 
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received  a  good  education,  graduating  at  Albion, 
and  taught  school  both  before  and  after  graduation. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  two  children,  whose 
names  are  Mabel  and  Edward.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
Baptist  in  religious  belief,  while  his  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Browu 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  upon  all  occasions 
performs  whatever  duties  may  devolve  upon  him  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  doctrines  of  that  party  and 
in  securing  its  success.  He  is  credited  with  being 
one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the  county,  and  in 
fact  his  farm  and  all  its  accessories  stand  as  evi- 
dence of  the  truth  of  the  assertion.  He  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years  in  this  town- 
ship. 
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GEORGE  B.  HORTON  is  a  general  farmer 
III  (==x  and  dairyman,  residing  on  section  G,  Fair- 
^^K  field  Township.  He  came  to  this  county  in 
1853,  when  eight  years  of  age,  fi'om  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Lucina  A.  (Perkins)  Horton,  natives  of  England 
and  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  Soon 
after  marriage  they  removed  to  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  lived  about  two  years,  and  then 
returned,  tirst  to  Orleans  County,  and  later  to 
Niagara  County,  where  they  lived  until  the  spring 
of  1853.  They  then  came  to  Lenaw^ee  County, 
settling  in  Fairfield  Tow^nship,  where  the  father 
lived  until  April  25,  1872.  The  mother  still  sur- 
vives and  lives  in  Morenei. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  La  Fayette, 
Ohio,  April  17,  1845,  and  was  the  second  of 
three  children  born  to  his  parents.  The  others  are : 
Alice  IM.,  who  was  born  in  La  Fayette,  March  26, 
1842,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Cosper  Roric,  of 
Seneca,  this  county,  and  Harriet  A.,  who  was  born 
in  Fairfield,  Oct.  16,  1853,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  II.  S.  Jewett,  of  Daj^ton,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  a 
common-school  education,  and  also  attended  the 
colleges  at  Adrian  and  Hillsdale.  He  has  always 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now 
openites  four  cheese  factories,  located  in  Fairfield, 
Madison  and  Seneca  Townships.     He  manufactures 


annually  about  half  a  million  pounds  of  cheese, 
which  he  markets  in  Michigan.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  500  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  has  in 
process  of  erection  a  magnificent  I'csidence,  the  cost 
of  which  will  be  fully  $10,000. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1878,  Mr.  Horton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his  choice. 
Miss  M.  Amanda,  daughter  of  Norman  F.  and  Caro- 
line (Caton)  Bradish.  She  Avas  born  in  Madison 
Township  on  the  18th  of  June,  1854,  while  her 
father,  Norman  Bradish,  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  25,  1823.  He  married,  Oct.  7,  1845, 
Miss  Caroline  Eaton,  of  New  York,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  five  children,  as    follows :  Amentha 

A.  was  born  Sept.  11,  1846,  and  died  Jan.  23,  1852; 
Helen  A.  w^as  born  Jan.  23,  1849,  |^and  died  Aug. 
1,  1851 ;  Russell  N.  was  born  Feb.  22,  1852,  and  is 
a  farmer  at  Madison ;  Mentha  Amanda  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Maggie  A.  was  born  May  2i),  1862, 
and  died  Feb.  18,  1864.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton 
have  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Alice  L., 
who  was  born  Sept.  27,  1878;  Norman  D.,  July 
18,  1881,  and  Samuel  W.,  May  3,  1885. 

In  1853  the  father  of  our  subject  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  cheese  in  a  small  w^ay,  increas- 
ing his  dairy  from  year  to  year,  until  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  had  made  a  reputation  as  a  dairy- 
man and  farmer  second  to  no  man  in  the  West. 
He  owned  469  acres  of  land  and  between  forty  and 
fifty  cows.  Mrs.  Horton  was  the  first  cheese- 
maker  in  Lenawee  County,  and  superintended  her 
husband's  factory  for  eight  years;  most  of  the 
prominent  cheese  manufacturers  in  the  county 
received  their  first  instruction  from  her.     Gieorge 

B.  Horton  always  lived  with  his  parents,  and  at 
the  death  of  his  father  assumed  control  of  his 
business,  which  he  has  since  extended  to  its  present 
dimensions. 

George  B.  Horton  was  elected  President  of  the 
Lenawee  County  Fair  Association  in  1877,  and  has 
served  in  that  capacity  for  ten  years.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  members  of  the  Fruit  Ridge 
(i range,  of  which  Mr.  II.  was  Master  ten  years,  and 
Master  of  the  county  organization  six  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  State 
Orange,  and  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
appointed  by  Gov.   Luce.     Mr.   H.   was  appointed 
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Postmaster  at  Point  Ridge,  under  President 
Arthur's  administration.  He  owns  and  operates 
a  large  general-  store,  located  on  his  farm,  which  is 
known  as  Fruit  Ridge  Farm. 
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\f/01IN  BITELY,  of  Palmyra,  is  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneers  who  came  to 
this  section  of  country  while  Michigan  was 
a  Territory.  He  made  the  journey  labori- 
ously from  New  York  via  the  Erie  Canal  and  the 
Lakes  to  Monroe  County,  and  from  there,  by 
wagon,  stage  and  on  foot  to  this  county.  He  had 
very  little  capital  and  was  employed  as  a  farm  la- 
borer until  January,  18:^6,  then  started  out  in 
search  of  a  permanent  location.  Returning  east  as 
far  as  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  he  looked  around  for 
a  time  in  that  locality,  but  not  being  suited,  he 
started  on  foot  in  company  with  Charles  Hutchins, 
his  brother-in-law,  first  to  Ft.  Wayne,  thence  to 
Chicago,  which  was  at  that  time  a  small  town.  Not 
finding  anything  desirable  around  Chicago,  they 
walked  back  to  Adrian,  where  Mr.  Bitely  resumed 
his  labors  on  a  farm  until  his  marriage.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on 
section  32,  in  Palmyra  Township,  where  he  put  up 
a  log  house,  and  in  1842  commenced  in  earnest 
the  improvement  of  liis  property.  Having  by  this 
procedure  signalized  himself  as  a  member  of  the 
community,  he  settled  down  and  has  since  remained 
among  the  people  who  soon  recognized  in  him  a 
valuable  addition  to  their  numbers,  and  in  whose 
confidence  and  esteem  he  has  since  been  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  Bitely  was  born  iu  Monroe,  N.  Y.,  July  10, 
1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  Bitely,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  The  paternal  grand  father,  John  Bitely, 
8r.,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  wlience  he  em- 
igrated when  a  young  man  to  America,  accom- 
panied by  two  brothers,  and  settled  in  New  Jersey, 
while  his  brother  sought  a  location  farther  South. 
After  a  time,  Grandfather  Bitely  removed  to  New 
York  and  took  up  a  tract  of  land  which  included 
the  subsequent  site  of  Ft.  Ticonderoga.  He  there 
improved  a  farnl  and  reuiaincMl  in  that  locality  un- 
til after  the  \Yar  of  1812,  then  removed  to  Monroe? 


where  his  death  took  place  in  1817.  Peter  Bitely 
and  one  of  his  brothers  served  as  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  the  father  of  our  subject, 
then  but  a  boy,  held  the  horse  of  Gen.  Ethan  Allen 
when  he  dismounted  and  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  fort,  l^eter  remained  under  the  home  roof 
with  his  parents,  and  after  reaching  manhood,  made 
the  acquaintauoe  of  Miss  Martha  McDonald,  an 
Albany  lady  of  Scotch  ancestry,  who  became  his 
wife,  aud  they  settled  down  on  a  tract  of  land  near 
Monroe,  N.  Y.  There  he  opened  up  a  good  farm 
and  continued  to  live  until  1831,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Madison  County,  where  he  remained 
seven  years.  In  the  meantime,  elohn,  of  our  sketch, 
had  migrated  to  Michigan,  where,  in  1838,^the  par- 
ents followed,  and  with  him  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
hve  daughters  and  four  sons,  namely :  Polly,  Sa- 
line, Eunice,  Sylvia,  John,  Nancy,  Amos,  William 
and  Walter;  of  these  four  are  living.  William 
during  the  late  war  served  in  a  Michigan  regiment 
as  a  civil  engineer  and  mechanic,  and  was  with 
Sherman  in  his  march  to  the  sea;  he  escaped  un- 
harmed and  is  now  carrying  on  farming  in  Palmyra 
Township.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Jerome  DeBar,  a 
farmer  of  Palmyra  Township;  James  died  in  1864; 
Eunice  is  the  wife  of  Reuben  Hill,  who  is  operating 
the  old  homestead.  John  is  the  fifth  child  and  eld- 
est son. 

Mr.  Bitely  started  out  for  himself  in  life  when  a 
boy  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was  first  emi)loyed  by 
a  farmer  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  and  until 
coming  to  the  West.  This  gentleman,  Daniel  W. 
W'alrath,  treated  the  youth  as  one  of  his  own  fam- 
ily, aud  under  his  kindly  training  he  grew  up  with 
habits  of  industry  and  laid  the  foundation  for  his 
future  success  in  life.  After  the  outbreak  of  the 
late  war,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  7th  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  served  all  through  the  war,  taking  part 
in  its  principal  battles,  namely :  Hagerstown,  Get- 
tysburg, and  the  Wilderness,  besides  other  minor  en- 
gagements, and  marching  with  Sheridan  along  the 
Shenandoah  Valley.  Although  enduring  with  his 
comrades  tlie  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
life  in  the  army,  and  being  often  in  places  of  dan- 
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ger,  escaping  by  a  hairsbreadth,  he  returned  com- 
paratively unharmed,  and  after  receiving  his  hon- 
orable discharge,  in  1865,  resumed  his  farming  op- 
erations upon  the  land  which  he  had  purchased. 

Mr.  Bitely,  about  1872,  disposed  of  his  farm 
property  and  purchased  his  present  residence.  His 
has  been  a  rich  experience,  and  no  man  has  looked 
upon  the  development  of  the  Great  West,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  State  of  Michigan,  with  greater  in- 
terest, while  at  the  same  time  he  has  contributed 
his  quota  towards  the  development  of  Palmyra 
Township.  He  has,  in  all  respects,  acquitted  him- 
self as  an  honest  mau  and  a  good  citizen,  and  while 
passing  down  the  sunset  hill  of  life,  may  satisfy 
himself  with  the  comfortable  reflection  that  he  has 
labored  according  to  his  opportunity,  and  with  ex- 
cellent results. 

John  Bitely  was  married,  in  1840,  to  Miss  Per- 
melia  Smalley,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
daughter  of  James  Smalley,  also  a  pioneer  of  Len- 
awee County,  who  settled  here  in  1835.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  six  children  and  departed  this 
life  at  her  home  in  this  township,  in  October,  1876. 
One  daughter,  Pliebe  J.,  was  born  Feb.  10,  1842, 
and  died  in  1864.  The  other  children  are  James, 
William,  John,  Martha  and  Eunice. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bitely  began  housekeeping 
the  wife  did  the  cooking  over  a  fireplace.  The  tea- 
kettle was  hung  on  a  crane  and  a  tin  "reflector" 
served  as  an  oven  to  bake  the  bread  and  pies.  The 
first  stove  was  purchased  by  the  sale  of  pork  at 
$1.25  per  100  pounds.  This  article  of  furni- 
ture, as  may  be  imagined,  was  a  prized  addition  to 
the  stock  of  household  utensils  and  considered  a 
very  stylish  affair,  although  lacking  in  very  many 
respects  the  improvements  of  the  cooking  ranges 
of  to-day. 

jf?  YMAN  A.  CURTLSS  is  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
I  (®  *^^^'^  ^^  Ridgeway  Township,  in  which  he  is 
J^=^  »ow  living  on  section  4,  where  he  purcliased 
120  acres  of  land  in  1838,  and  located  in  1839.  He 
cut  out  the  timber  and  brush  of  what  is  now  one  of 
the  best  improved  farms  in  the  township  of  Ridge- 
way. Mr.  Curtiss  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Paris,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  17th  of  March,  181 4. 


Charles  O.  Curtiss,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Columbia  (Jounty,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1785,  and  was  reared  in  that  State. 
He  removed  to  Paris,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
married  Hannah  Hammond,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
county,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  The  Cur- 
tis and  Hammond  families  were  both  of  English 
descent.  The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
after  marriage  took  up  a  home  in  Oneida  County, 
and  remained  there  until  their  death.  The  father 
died  at  the  age  of  about  eighty-three,  and  the 
mother  when  she  was  forty  years  of  age;  they  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
were  devout  Christians.  By  three  marriages  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  the 
father  of  seventeen  children,  of  whom  Lyman  A* 
was  the  fourth  child  by  the  first  wife,  and  was  seven 
3  ears  of  age  when  his  mother  died. 

Mr.  Curtiss  grew^  to  manhood  in  his  native  county^ 
and  on  the  8th  of  March,  1839,  was  married  to 
Miss  Polly  Dunham,  who  was  born  in  the  Black 
River  country,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
lived  until  twelve  years  of  age,  when  she  went  to 
live  with  her  uncle,  J.  Dunham,  of  Oneida  County, 
and  there  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Curtiss. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mehitable  (Wood) 
Dunham,  who  were  farmers  by  occupation  and 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  The}^  were  reared  and 
married  in  that  State  and  later  removed  to  New 
York,  but  finally  became  citizens  of  Ohio,  where 
the  father  died,  at  Birmingham;  later  the  mother 
came  to  Michigan  and  died  near  Lansing.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Curtiss  are  the  parents  of  six  children :  L. 
Milton;  Darius  J.,  who  married  Margaretta  Gibson, 
and  manages  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  Mary  A., 
Samantha  J.,  Sarah  A.,  and  Ann  O.,  deceased. 

Soon  after  their  marriage,  in  the  month  of 
May,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtiss  came  to  Micliigan  by 
canal  and  lakes  to  Toledo,  and  from  that  place  to 
Palmyra  by  steam,  and  thence  by  horse  power  to 
TiKnimseh,  the  trip  requiring  eight  days.  At  that 
time  the  timber  on  each  side  of  the  road  was  undis- 
tuibed  and  just  as  nature  had  placed  it.  They 
began  their  residence  here  by  erecting  a  log  house, 
in  which  they  lived  for  some  years,  when  they  put 
up  a  more  commodious  residence  which  was  subse- 
quently improved  and  is  yet  their  home.     Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Curtiss  and  the  members  of  their  family  have 
been  for  many  years  ardent  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  are  among  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  Ridgeway  Township.  Mr. 
Curtiss  in  his  political  affiliations  has  chosen  to  be 
classed  as  a  Republican,  and  he  has  always  been 
loyal  to  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party. 
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ARVEY  SHELDEN  was  born  in  Leeds  Coun- 
ty, Ontario,  Canada,  March  17,  1832,  and  is 
the  son  of  Trueman  Shelden,  who  vvas  also 
born  in  Canada,  in  1797,  while  his  grand- 
father it  is  thought,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  re- 
moved thence  to  Canada.  The  father  of  our  subject 
located  in  Leeds  County  before  his  marriage,  and 
lived  there  until  1838,  when  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try and  settled  in  Lenawee  County,  Ogden  Town- 
ship, section  22,  on  land  which  he  purchased  from 
the  Government.  He  also  bought  some  land  ad- 
joining on  which  he  built  a  log  house.  At  that 
time  deer  were  plentiful  as  well  as  wild  turkeys, 
wolves  and  bears.  He  resided  there  some  years, 
improving  his  farm  considerably,  when  he  sold  out 
and  bought  land  on  sections  2  and  3.  There  were 
twenty-five  acres  cleared,  containing  a  log  house, 
which  in  time  gave  place  to  frame  buildings,  and 
he  lived  there  until  1868,  when  he  sold  and  removed 
to  Missouri,  settling  near  Plattsburg,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  1882.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  being- 
Susanna  Knapp.  She  was  born  in  Canada,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Ithamer  Knapp;  she  died  in  Ogden 
Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fifth  child  and 
fourth  son  in  the  parental  family.  When  about  six 
years  of  age,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county, 
where  he  attended  the  pioneer  schools,  and  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
On  the  2d  of  February,  1854,  he  started  for  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  remained  four  years,  being  vari- 
ously employed.  Part  of  the  time  he  worked  in  a 
gold  mine.  On  his  return  he  resumed  farming  opera- 
tions; his  father  gave  him  a  farm  of  108  acres  on 
which  he  located,  and  has  since  added  to  it  until  he 
now  owns  200  acres  of  land   with  good    buildings. 


On  the  14th  of  April,  1860,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Crockett,  who  was  born 
in  Huron,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  14,  1836,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Crockett,  born  in 
Maine  in  1799,  where  he  lived  until  about  the  age 
of  thirteen,  and  then  removed  to  New  York.  In 
1836  he  sold  out  and  came  to  this  county,  settling 
on  section  35,  Ogden  Township.  About  the  year 
1823  he  married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
White,  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  had 
eleven  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shelden  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Minnie,  who  was  born  in  Ogden  Township, 
and  married  Albert  Brown,  and  Perley  H.,  who  was 
also  born  in  Ogden  Township.  Mr.  Shelden  was 
only  six  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  Lena- 
wee County,  and  he  attended  one  of  the  first  schools 
ever  taught  in  this  township.  It  was  located  on 
his  neighbor's  land  and  built  of  logs  with  long, 
rough  home-made  benches.  In  politics  Mr.  Shelden 
is  a  Republican. 


\1 


EFFERSON  LOUDEN  is  a  general  farmer 
and  stock- raiser,  residing  on  section  15, 
Cambridge  Township,  wdiere  he  has  a  fine 
farm  of  126  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Having  spent 
all  of  his  life  in  this  county,  he  is  strongly  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  its  inhabitants,  and  is  a  true  rep- 
resentative of  its  people. 

Mr.  Louden  was  born  in  Adrian  Township^  Oct. 
8,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  William  Louden,  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  of  Dutch  ancestry.  While  a  cit- 
izen of  the  Empire  State,  William  Louden  entered 
into  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Eliza  Vader, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  where  she  had  been 
reared  to  years  of  maturit}^  In  1829,  after  the  birth 
of  four  children,  they  came  to  Michigan  across  the 
Lake,  and  took  up  360  acres  of  Government  land  in 
Adrian  Township,  and  here  in  what  was  almost  a 
virgin  wilderness  they  began  to  make  a  home  tor 
themselves,  literally  hewing  it  out  of  the  woods.  At 
that  time  inhabitants  in  this  county  were  **few  and 
far  between."  After  making  some  improvements 
here,  some  years  later  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louden  re- 
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turned   to  New  York,  where   they  both  died,  encli 
having  attained  their  threescore  and  ten  ^^ears. 

Jefferson  Louden  was  the  fifth  child  of  the  pa- 
rental family,  and  the  first  born  after  com mg  to  this 
county.  He  was  reared  among  the  wild  surround- 
ings of  his  pioneer  home  in  Adrian  Township,  and 
helped  develop  the  farm  where  his  father  erected  his 
humble  cabin.  On  the  22d  of  March,  1871,  he  en- 
tered into  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Hannah 
IT.  Booher,  a  native  of  Cambridge  Township,  and 
born  on  the  old  Booher  homestead,  June  21,  1840. 
She  is  the  second  child  and  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Margaret  (Snyder)  Booher,  natives  of  Germany, 
and  now  deceased.  Her  parents  were  among  the 
very  first  settlers  in  this  township,  having  made  a 
settlement  here  in  the  then  imbroken  timber  early 
in  the  thirties.  They  were  qnite  successful  in  life, 
like  so  many  of  their  country  people,  and  attained 
an  easy  competency  which  they  enjoyed  until  their 
death.  They  had  four  daughters,  one  of  whom  died 
while  very  j'oung.  Those  living  are  Mrs.  Catherine 
M.  Shuttis,  Mrs.  Hannah  Londen  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Brainarcl.  Mrs.  Louden  remained  at  home  until  her 
marriage,  by  which  she  became  the  mother  of  three 
children — Nellie,  Mary  A.,  and  Clarence,  deceased. 
Politically,  Mr.  Louden  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-cit- 
izens with  the  office  of  Township  Treasurer,  which 
he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  those 
who  elected  him. 


^  AVID  SMITH,  Jr.,  came  to  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  and  settled  in  Rome  Town- 
ship in  the  spring  of  1832.  He  labored 
industriously  for  years  with  slow  returns, 
and  succeeded  in  building  up  a  comfortable  home 
from  the  wilderness.  He  proved  just  such  a  man 
as  was  needed  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town- 
ship, his  labors  not  being  confined  to  his  own  per- 
sonal interests,  but  from  the  very  first  he  encouraged 
the  settlement  of  a  good  class  of  people,  and  was 
foremost  in  the  enterprises  which  were  inaugurated 
for  the  general  good  of  the  community. 


Our  subject  was  born  near  the  town  of  (k)nstable, 
St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  80,  1812,  and  came 
to  Southern  Michigan  in  1832,  the  year  before  the 
arrival  of  his  father,  David  Smith,  Sr.  The  latter 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  was  born  Feb.  8, 
1  78().  While  still  a  child,  his  father,  Ezekiel  Smith, 
removed  to  Vermont  and  located  on  the  Lamoille 
River,  where  he  followed  farming  twelve  years. 
During  this  time  the  family  was  visited  with  a  sad 
calamity  in  the  death  of  the  wife  and  mother,  Mrs. 
Mary  (Flint)  Smith,  who  was  drowned  in  the  La- 
moille River.  p]zekiel  Smith  was  afterward  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Bullen,  and  in  1798  removed  to 
Lower  Canada,  where  he  lived  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  then  compelled  to 
leave  his  property  and  remove  to  New  York  State. 
He  lived  first  in  Constable,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
and  then  in  Manchester,  Ontario  County,  spending 
his  last  days  in  the  latter  place. 

David  Smith,  Sr.,  came  to  the  States  at  the  same 
time  and  for  the  same  reason  that  his  father  did, 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Manchester.  From  there, 
in  the  spring  of  1833,  he  came  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  and  located  nearly  200  acres  of  land  on 
section  (>,  in  what  was  then  Logan,  but  is  now 
Adrian  Township.  In  1835  he  built  a  sawmill  on 
his  farm,  receiving  the  motive  power  from  Wolf 
Creek.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  very  first  settlers, 
and  being  a  remarkably  intelligent  man  and  public- 
spirited,  he  was  foremost  in  all  the  public  improve- 
ments, and  rendered  efficient  service  in  building  up 
the  new  township.  He  was  appointed  Commis- 
sioner to  la}'  out  public  roads,  and  assisted  not  only 
in  chopping  the  trees  from  these,  but  building- 
bridges  between  Adrian  and  Devil's  Lake.  When- 
ever an  unfortunate  settler  was  in  need  of  assistance, 
David  Smith  was  one  of  the  first  to  aid  him.  He 
spent  his  last  days  in  Rome  Township,  dying  at  the 
age  of  ninety-five  years  at  his  son  David's  home. 

The  mother  of  oiu'  subject,  who  was  married  to 
David  Smith,  Sr.,  Nov.  6, 1807,  in  Quebec,  Canada, 
was  Miss  Lydia,  daughter  of  David  and  Lydia 
Roberts  of  that  place,  and  was  born  in  Vermont, 
May  3,  1789.  She  came  to  the  West  with  her 
family,  and  also  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  David, 
in  Rome  Township,  May  14,  1875,  aged  eighty-six 
years.       The    parental    family     included     eleven 
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children,  ten  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whonj 
David,  Jr.,  was  the  third  child.  Like  his  father  be- 
fore him,  he  has  contributed  his  full  share  toward 
all  that  was  necessary  to  be  done  in  establishing 
the  educational  and  religious  institutions  which 
have  such  an  important  bearing  upon  the  moral 
and  intellectual  welfare  of  the  community.  He 
was  tw^enty  years  of  age  upon  coming  here,  and  be- 
ing blessed  with  good  health  and  strength,  ac- 
complished a  very  great  amount  of  work  during 
the  following  thirty  years.  He  was  married,  on  the 
6th  of  August,  1837,  to  Miss  Emeline,  daughter  of 
Levi  and  Olive  Hawley,  of  Rome  Township.  Mrs. 
Emeline  Smith  was  born  in  Seneca,  Ontario  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  June  11,  1814,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1835.  Her  father  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  died  at  the  old  home  in 
Rome  Township  on  the  7th  of  May,  1852,  aged 
eighty-two  years.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Olive 
Payne,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  survived 
her  husband  less  than  a  year,  dying  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, Jan  4,  1853.  The  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  Hercelia,  was  born  Oct.  28,  1838,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Miran  Every,  of  Rome  Township; 
Harriet  S.  at  an  early  age  developed  a  fondness  for 
her  books,  and  was  carefully  educated,  completing 
her  studies  in  Adrian  College  and  Raisin  Valley 
Seminary;  she  chose  the  profession  of  a  teacher 
and  has  just  rounded  up  her  thirteenth  term  at 
this  work.  Emily  was  born  Sept  10,  1847,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Phillip  Bates,  a  merchant  of 
Rome  Center;  VYilliam  H.  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  Aug.  1,  1862,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  A,  17th  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was  in 
all  the  battles  of  the  Southeastern  campaign,  and  part 
of  the  time  formed  one  of  the  staff  of  Gen.  Wilcox. 
He  was  wounded  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House  and 
confined  in  the  hospital  two  weeks.  His  company 
was  in  every  battle  of  the  regiment  except  one,  and 
became  familiarly  known  as  the  Adrian  Cadets. 
After  a  three-years  service  he  was  mustered  out 
June  15,  1865.  Soon  after  returning  from  the 
army  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wood,  of 
Rome  Township,  and  is  now  farming  in  Adrian 
Township.  Florence  A.  was  born  Nov.  20,  1849, 
and  is  the  wife  of  C.  R.  Knowles,  Hudson  Town- 
ship; Jennie   E.    was    born   Jan.    23,  1857,  and  is 
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tlie  wife  of  Albert  W.  Knowles,  Rome  Township; 
Thaddeus  and  an  infant  unnamed  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Smith  and  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 

Aug.  6,  1887. 
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1/ AMES  J.  JONES.  The  name  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  is  a  good  old  Welsh  name,  and 
the  man  who  bears  it  is  a  sturdy  representa- 
tive of  a  family  of  that  name,  who  came  from 
Wales  to  America  in  the  early  history  of  this  coun- 
try long  before  the  United  States  had  become  an 
independent  nation.  There  is  a  tradition  in  the 
present  family  that  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  a  native  of  Wales,  and  that  he  came 
to  America  years  ago  and  first  made  his  home 
in  Nova  Scotia,  whence  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  Colonial  times. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Richard  Jones, 
was,  it  is  thought,  a  native  of  Montgomerj^  Count}^ 
N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  his  last  years.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  and 
when  a  young  man  he  removed  from  there  to  Her- 
kimer County,  and  there  married.  He  bought 
forty-five  acres  of  timber  land  in  Litchfield  Town- 
ship, and  afterward  became  very  successful  as  a 
dairy  farmer.  He  greatly  increased  his  landed  es- 
tate until,  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1877,  he  owned 
375  acres  of  well-tilled  land,  on  wiiich  he  had 
erected  comfortable  buildings.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elsie  Gardner,  w^as  born  in 
New  York  State  in  1799,  and  is  still  living  there  in 
Herkimer  County  at  an  advanced  age. 

James  J.  Jones  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Litchfield  Township,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  16, 
1834.  He  was  reared  in  the  home  of  his  birth,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  having  acquired  a  good 
education,  he  commenced  teaching  and  taught  the 
two  following  winter  terms,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing when  not  teaching.  In  1856  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Abbie  Tread  way,  wdio  w^as  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1836,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Christopher  and  Margaret  (Caswell) 
Tread  way.  The  following  six  years  after  marriage 
Mr.  Jones  managed  his  father's  farm,  but  his  steady 
application  to  his  work  in  looking  after  the  interests 


T 


•l-t-^ 


996 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


of  a  large  farm  caused  his  health  to  fail,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  relinquish  that  occupation  for  a  time. 
He  then  resolved  to  go  to  Detroit  and  prepare  him- 
self by  a  course  at  a  business  college  for  a  mercan- 
tile life.  He  left  his  family  at  his  father's  home, 
and  went  by  Lake  Erie  to  Metamora,  Ohio,  and 
thence  to  Detroit,  in  this  State,  where  he  entered 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  in  which  he 
became  grounded  in  the  studies  most  important  to 
a  practical  business  man.  In  the  following  spring 
he  returned  to  New  York  and  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  Ilion.  After  pursuing  that  business 
for  a  year  he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  and 
resumed  his  former  occupation. 

In  the  3^ear  1867  our  subject  came  to   Michigan, 
and  located  in  Adrian  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  engaged   in  farming,  alternating  that  work   by 
teaching  in  Adrian  during  the  winter.     In  1869  he 
came  to    Riga  Township  and    purchased  the  place 
where  he  now  resides,  containing  ninety-seven  acres 
in  Riga  Township  and  twenty  acres  in  Ogden  Town- 
ship.    It  was  then  in  its  natural  state,  still  unre- 
claimed from    the  forest,   and  the   road  which  now 
passes    his   house    was    not    then    built.     His   first 
work  was  to  fell  trees  so  as  to  clear  a  space  where 
he  could  build  a  house,  and  he  then  set  vigorously 
to  work  to  clear  land  for  cultivation.     He  applied 
himself    very    diligentl}^   to  his   hard    labors,    and 
had  quite  a   tract  cleared   when,  in    1876,   he  met 
with  a  vSerious  accident   which   nearly  cost  him   his 
life,  and  put  an  end  for  a  long  time  to   the  work  in 
which   he  was  engaged  in   clearing  and  improving 
his  farm.     He   was  walking  one  day  on  a  railway 
track  near  the  junction  of  two  railways,  and  step- 
ping from  one  track   to  the  other  to  avoid  an  ap- 
proaching train,  he  was   struck  from   the  rear   by 
another  train  that  he  had  not  seen.      He  was  ren- 
dered insensible,  and  sustained  very  serious  injuries, 
his  skull  being  fractured  and  several  ribs  broken. 
For  a  long  time  his  life  was  despaired  of,  but  his 
good  constitution  at  length  triumphed,  and  the  long- 
struggle  between  life  and  death  was  decided  in  favor 
of  the  former,  and   he  was  spared  to  his  friends,  al- 
though he  regained   his  health   very  slowly.     Four 
or  five  years  of  his  life  were  thus  rendered    useless 
so  far  as  his  work  was  concerned,  but  these  years  of 
enforced  idleness  may  have  been  a  blessing  to  him 
^^ — 


and  to  those  al)out  him,  the  patient  endurance  of 
his  ills  may  have  strengthened  his  character,  and  he 
may  have  been  led  to  feel  the  truth  of  the  beauti- 
ful words  of  the  blind  old  poet: 

"'  They  also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait." 
With  the  assistance  of  his  sons  our  subject  has  been 
enabled  to  clear  nearly  sixty  acres  of  his  land,  on 
which  he  has  erected  a  comfortable  home. 

To  Mr.  Jones  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three 
children — Harvey,  Mark  and  Susie  E.  Mr.  Jones 
has  been  blessed  by  a  good  wife  who  has  been  a 
cheerful  and  ready  assistant  to  him  in  lightening 
the  burdens  and  trials  of  life.  They  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  cordially 
assist  in  its  good  works.  Mr.  Jones  is  in  politics  a 
Republican,  stanchly  upholding  the  measures  of 
that  party ;  he  is  also  an  earnest  Prohibitionist,  and 
is  himself  strictly  temperate.  He  is  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, whose  life  is  guided  by  the  highest  princi- 
ples of  rectitude  and  honesty,  which  are  the  best 
qualifications  for  a  good  citizen. 
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ENJAMIN  C.  FRANKLIN,  a  prosperous 
farmer  located  on  section  29,  Seneca  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  this  township,  Nov.  5, 
1842,  and  w^ith  the  exception  of  a  few  years 
he  has  made  this  place  his  residence  ever  since.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Amos  and  Cynthia 
(McKinney)  Franklin,  who  migrated  from  Brad- 
ford County,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of  18e35,  and  settled 
in  Seneca  Township. 

Over  half  a  century  ago  the  prospects  of  those 
who  settled  in  this  part  of  the  country  were  not  of 
an  enviable  character,  but  Atnos  and  Mrs.  Franklin 
cheerfully  engaged  with  other  pioneers  of  that  day 
in  subduing  nature,  building  cabins,  clearing  land, 
and  laying  the  foundation  of  the  happy  homes 
which  now  thickly  dot  this  section  of  country. 
With  all  their  labor  they  were  social  and  happy, 
rearing  their  families  to  habits  of  industry  and  in- 
tegrity, while  giving  them  such  an  education  as  lay 
within  their  reach.  In  1844  the  family  suffered  an 
irreiDarable  loss  in  the  death  of  the  father,  Amos 
Franklin,  and  the  widow  with  her  five  young  chil- 
dren was  left  to  engage  in  the  battle  of  life  without 
-—-—-— '^^^ 
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the  guidance  of  the  husbniHl  aiul  father.  She  per- 
formed her  part  well,  living  to  see  her  children 
grow  up  honored  and  respected  members  of  the 
community,  and  passed  to  her  reward  in  1871. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  of  the  parental 
family  and  was  born  in  Seneca  Township,  Nov.  5, 
1842.  He  received  such  education  as  the  district 
schools  of  that  day  afforded,  and  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  period  of 
ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  since  then  has  made  agriculture  his 
life  work.  He  owns  forty-eight  acres  of  land  in 
Seneca  Township,  which  he  has  improved  and  de- 
veloped into  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  has 
erected  thereon  substantial  and  commodious  build- 
ings, suitable  for  his  occupation. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  Aug.  21, 
1881,  in  Seneca  Township,  with  Miss  Clara  I., 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Rachel  (Luther)  Neygus, 
who  was  born  in  that  place  on  the  3d  of  September, 
1 860.  This  union  w^as  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  whom  they  named  E.  Clyde.  The  pohtical 
views  of  our  subject  harmonize  with  the  Repub- 
lican doctrines  and  he  gives  that  party  his  cheerful 
support.  Mr.  Franklin  has  held  many  of  the  minor 
offices  of  the  township  and  in  his  official  capacities 
has  given  satisfaction  to  those  whom  he  repre- 
sented.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


fl  SAAC  FARST,  a  native  of  Seneca  Count}^,  N. 
Y.,  came  to  Medina  Tow^nship  in  the  spring  of 
1851.  to  look  about  him  and  see  what  the 
prospect  was  for  a  desirable  and  permanent  location. 
He  was  well  pleased  with  the  country  and  the  prog- 
ress the  young  State  had  made  since  its  admission 
into  the  Union,  and  went  back  with  a  favorable 
report  to  his  father  in  Seneca  County,  who  returned 
with  him  to  this  county.  The  latter,  George  Farst, 
was  a  native  of  Northumberland  County,  Pa., 
where  he  married  Miss  Catherine  Pontius,  and  car- 
ried on  blacksmithing  during  his  early  manhood. 
From  there  they  removed  to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
locating  near  the  young  town  of  Fayette,  where 
the  father  became  owner  of  a  good  farm. 

George  Farst,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his 
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son  Isaac,  took  up  his  residence  in  Medina  Town- 
ship in  September,  1851,  purchasing  120  acres  of 
land  and  devoting  himself  thereafter  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits  until  resting  from  his  earthly  labors. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1864,  and 
the  father  four  years  later.  Their  family  consisted 
of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  Isaac  was  next  to  the  eldest.  He  was  born 
July  21,  1818,  in  Fayette  Township,  Seneca  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  received  a  good  education  at  a  private 
school,  there  being  no  other  accessible  at  that  time. 

Isaac  Farst  began  life  for  himself  when  a  youth 
of  seventeen,  and  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  two  or  three  winters  following. 
Th's  life,  however,  was  not  sufficiently  active,  and 
he  soon  abandoned  it  and  engaged  in  carpentering, 
by  which,  as  he  possessed  considerable  natural 
genius  in  this  line,  he  maintained  himself  very 
comfortably.  A  few  months  after  his  twenty-first 
birthday  he  was  married,  Dec.  2,  1834,  to  Miss 
Sarah, "daughter  of  Frederick  and  Catherine  (Peifer) 
Keefer,  who  were  both  natives  of  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Farst,  the  third  in 
order  of  birth,  was  born  Dec.  31,  1811.  Mrs. 
Keefer  died  in  Elk  County,  Pa.,  in  1848,  while  Mr. 
Keefer  subsequently  removed  to  Iowa,  and  died  at 
the  residence  of  his  son  Joshua,  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  in 
1880. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farst  spent  the  first  years  of  their 
wedded  life  in  the  Empire  State,  removing  to 
Michigan  after  the  birth  of  all  their  children  except 
the  youngest.  These,  eight  in  number,  are  recorded 
as  follows:  Charles  was  born  March  29,  1836; 
Aaron,  July  31,  1837;  Hannah,  Feb.  25,  1839; 
Adeline,  April  9,  1843;  Clara,  Oct.  1,  1844;George 
W.,  Oct.  1,  1846;  Oliver,  Aug.  12,  1851,  and 
John  G.,  May  1,  1856.  Hannah  died  April  23, 
1840,  and  Charles,  July  30,  1840.  Aaron  Farst, 
the  eldest  living  son  of  our  subject,  is  engaged  in 
the  Buckeye  shops  at  Akron,  Summit  Co.,  Ohio; 
he  was  first  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Bump,  who  is 
now  deceased ;  his  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary 
Moore,  and  they  have  three  children — John  R., 
Frank  W.  and  Royal  E.  Adeline  is  the  wife 
of  Edwin  Ash,  of  Medina  Township,  and  the 
mother   of    three    children — Mary    A.,    Nellie    C, 
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deceased,  and  Edith  L.  Clara  was  first  married 
to  Reuben  George,  and  became  the  mother  of 
one  son,  Frank  E.,  now  a  resident  of  Dodge  City, 
Kan;  she  was  subsequently  married  to  William 
Connery,  and  they  had  two  children — A.  Berniee 
and  Clara  Elizabeth;  she  died  Aug.  7, 1880.  George 
Farst  married  Miss  Martha  Cox,  and  is  carrying  on 
farming  in  Medina  Township;  they  have  three 
children — Isaac,  Hattie  and  Ross  IDarl.  Oliver  mar- 
ried Miss  Delilah  Stiles,  and  is  farming  in  Seneca 
Township;  John  G.  married  Miss  Hattie  Layman, 
and  resides  in  Medina  Township. 

Mr.  Farst  delighted  in  hunting  during  his  early 
years,  and  has  shot  wild  turkeys  innumerable  in 
Medina  Township.  Once  he  brought  down  a  deer, 
which  was  considered  a  very  good  "find,"  as  in  the 
fifties  this  choice  game  had  become  quite  scarce. 
After  his  marriage  he  secured  eighty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  has  improved  into  a  good  farm  and  sup- 
plied with  first-class  frame  buildings.  He  is  a  man 
of  good  standing  among  his  neighbors,  and  uni- 
formly votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  served 
as  juryman  and  Highway  Commissioner,  and  be- 
longs to  Morenci  Lodge  No.  73,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in 
which  he  has  held  all  the  offices  up  to  Vice  Grand, 

ENRY  HAY  WARD  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  the  township  of  Seneca,  owning 
and  occupying  116  acres  of  fine  land  on  sec- 
tion 23,  where  he  carries  on  general  farming 
and  dairying.  The  high  state  of  culture  to  which 
he  has  brought  his  place,  the  handsome  residence 
and  neat  barns  and  out-buildings,  bear  witness  to 
the  industry  and  taste  of  the  proprietor.  He  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer  families 
of  the  township,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  given  below. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  township,  and 
made  his  appearance  on  the  stage  of  life  March  24, 
1840,  being  the  second  of  a  family  of  ten  children 
born  to  his  parents,  Stephen  and  Sarah  Jane  (San- 
ger)  Hayward. 

Henry  Hayward,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 

of   this  sketch,   was  born   in  Cummington,  Mass., 

July  12,  1787,  and  was  the  son  of  one  of  the  heroes 

of  the  Revolutionary  War.     About  1831,   he  made 
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a  trip  to  Michigan,  and  traveled  through  what  are 
now  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Oakland,  Washtenaw 
and  Livingston,  and  located  240  acres  of  land  in 
the  last-named  eount}^  before  returning  home. 
Having  an  excellent  opinion  of  the  country,  in 
1833  he  again  came  to  Michigan,  this  time  making 
a  trip  through  Monroe  and  Lenawee  Counties,  and 
purchased  one  tract  of  land  for  himself  on  section 
5,  in  what  is  now  Hudson  Township,  and  a  160-acre 
piece  for  a  son-in-law,  J.  R.  Hawkins.  In  1834, 
after  receiving  a  good  price  for  his  farm  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  on 
section  10,  Seneca  Township.  He  erected  a  saw- 
mill on  Black  Creek,  which  was  the  first  one  built 
in  the  township,  and  most  of  the  lumber  used  in  the 
neighborhood  for  several  years  was  the  product  of 
this  mill.  He  made  his  residence  on  his  farm  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  26,  1842.  Flis 
father,  Stephen  Hayward,  had  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  afterward  a  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  Continental  army.  The  wife  of  the  lat- 
ter was  formerly  Miss  Hannah  Tracey. 

Henry  Hayward,  Sr.,  was  married,  Nov.  14, 1808, 
to  Miss  Filizabeth  Willitts,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  Feb.  26,  1782.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Micajah  and  Judith  (Cramer)  Willitts,  who  were 
pioneers  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  Stephen  Hay- 
ward, the  father  of  our  subject,  came  to  Lenawee 
County  with  his  father  in  1834,  and  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage  with  Sarah  Jane  Sanger,  in 
January,  1837;  this  was  the  second  wedding  in 
Seneca  Township.  Stephen  was  born  in  Farming- 
ton,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1814,  and  married  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey  Sanger,  a  native 
of  the  same  county  and  State  as  her  husband,  who 
had  come  to  Michigan  with  her  father  and  settled 
in  Seneca  in  1834.  Benjamin  Sanger  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Wood- 
ard,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  died  in  New 
York  in  1827;  he  died  in  Seneca  Township  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1849. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
days  on  his  father's  homestead,  spending  his  time 
in  assisting  in  farm  labor  and  attending  school.  On 
the  24th  of  May,  1859,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Helen  Whaley,  a  native  of  Gorham,  Ohio, 
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where  she  was  l)oni  March  15,  1.S41,  and  the  daiigli- 
ter  of  Cyrenus  and  Sally  (Gorhaiu)  \\liale3'.  ^l^i" 
father  was  born  in  Cato,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct. 
31,  1 816,  and  renaaJned  \vith  his  parents  until  he 
was  about  eleven  years  old.  His  fatlierthen  placed 
him  in  the  employ  of  a  farmer  who  paid  $S.2o  per 
month  for  his  services,  all  of  which  went  into  the 
family  exchequer.  This  was  followed  up  until  Cy- 
renus  was  nineteen  years  old,  when  he  made  up  his 
mind  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  earnings  of  his 
own  labor.  He  accordingly  started  west,  but  after 
getting  forty  miles  from  home  he  thought  better  of 
it  and  returned.  After  working  by  the  month  for 
about  four  j^ears  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1839  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Jackson 
County,  whence  he  soon  removed  to  Fulton  County? 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1842.  He  then  sold 
out  in  Gorham,  Ohio,  and  returning  to  Michigan,  lo- 
cated in  Seneca.  Feb.  4,  1835,  he  married  Miss  Sally, 
daughter  of  Shubael  and  Polly  Gorham,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  cjiildren,  of  whom  Helen  was  the  sec- 
ond, f  His  wife  was  born  in  Elbridge,  Onondaga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  July  4,  1818. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hayward  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Felch,  Arietta,  Ralph  B.,  Robert, 
Stephen,  Jane  and  Reuben.  Felch  married  Mola 
Aldridge,  of  Seneca  Township,  and  is  the  parent  of 
one  child,  Millie;  he  resides  in  Seneca  Township. 
Arietta  is  the  wife  of  D.  M.  Hough,  and  the  mother 
of  two  children — Helen  N.  and  Clifford  R. ;  she 
lives  in  Eaton  County,  this  State.  The  rest  of  the 
children  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  In  politics 
Mr.  Hayward  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  highly  respected,  and  with  his  good*  wife  en- 
joys the  regard  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 

USTIN  S.  WILCOX,  for  a  period  of  fifty 
Y/u\\  years  made  his  home  on  section  31,  in 
Adrian  Township,  to  which  he  came  when 
a  young  man  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of 
his  age.  At  that  time  there  was  upon  the  land  a 
log  house,  and  ten  or  twelve  acres  were  cleared,  but 
it  is  now  one  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads  in 
the  township.  It  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  old 
Territorial    Road,  better    known    as    the    "Plank 


Road,"  and  is  four  miles  west  of  the  city  of 
Adrian.  Mr.  Wilcox  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers 
of  Lenawee  County  when  the  cabins  of  the  settlers 
were  few  and  far  between,  and  took  no  unimportant 
part  in  the  development  of  the  resources  of  this 
county.  Agriculture  was  his  life-wish,  although 
when  young  he  took  a  warm  interest  in  military 
tactics,  and  was  Captain  of  a  company  in  the  New 
Y^ork  State  Militia.  Aside  from  this  he  was  a  very 
quiet  and  unobtrusive  citizen,  seldom  holding  office, 
but  uniformly  voting  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  born  in  Say  brook,  Middlesex 
Co.,  Conn.,  April  22,  1812,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  Adrian  Township,  this  county.  May 
27,  1887.  His  parents,  Capt.  Austin  and  Clarissa 
(Nettleton)  Wilcox,  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 
Austin  Wilcox,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Madison,  Conn., 
Aug.  28,  1779,  and  departed  this  life  in  Bergen,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  18,  1856.  March  27,  1805,  he  was  mar- 
ried  to  Clarissa  Wilcox,  but  she  died  at  the  home- 
stead in  Bergen  June  10,  1829,  many  years  before 
the  decease  of  her  husband. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Edmund  and  Elizabeth  (Scranton)  Wilcox,  who 
were  residents  for  many  years  of  Westbrook,  Conn., 
where  they  were  well  known  as  prominent  and  use- 
ful members  of  the  community.  Their  son,  Austin, 
Sr.,  carried  on  a  blacksmith -shop  and  a  farm  in  his 
younger  years,  but  subsequently  kept  a  public 
house,  and  was  for  several  years  Postmaster  of  Ber- 
gen. The  children  of  Captain  and  Clarissa  Wilcox, 
eight  in  number,  were  named  respectively:  Chloe, 
Polly  Ann,  Clarissa,  Austin  Scranton,  Elizabeth, 
William  Seward,  Henry  Hamilton  and  Harriet 
Adelia.  The  sons  all  reside  in  Adrian;  four  of  the 
daughters  are  deceased.  Harriet  married  Samuel 
Church,  of  Bergen,  N.  Y.,  who  is  now  deceased,  and 
continues  to  make  her  home  in  Bergen. 

Our  subject  continued  a  member  of  his  father's 
household  until  tw^enty-tive  years  of  age,  and  then 
in  the  fall  of  1837  made  his  way  to  the^^oung  State 
of  Michigan,  which  had  been  admitted  to  the  Union 
a  few  months  previously.  He  immediately  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  which  is  included  in 
his  present  homestead,  and  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  until  he  was  the  owner  of  186  acres  well  im- 
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proved,  and  supplied  with  good  buildings.  Upon 
his  journey  to  this  State  he  was  accompanied  b}^  his 
young  wife,  he  having  been  married  to  Miss  Han- 
nah Bodwell  on  the  1st  of  April,  1836. 

Mrs.  Wilcox  was  born  in  Verona,  Oneida  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  21,  1815,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Bodwell,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
family  was  of  English  descent,  and  the  mother, 
Mrs.  Betsey  (Kimball)  Bodwell,  was  also  born  in 
New  Hampshire.  Mr.  Bodwell  was  a  capable  busi- 
ness man,  and  engaged  as  a  builder  and  contractor, 
but  he  died  in  early  manhood,  when  his  daughter 
Hannah  was  a  child  two  years  of  age.  The  mother 
spent  her  last  years  in  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  dying  at 
the  age  of  seventy -five. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Austin  became  the  parents  of 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows:  Homer 
A.  died  in  infancy*;  Henry  N.  is  a  resident  of  De- 
troit; Sarah  F.  lives  at  home;  Theodore  H.  died 
when  six  years  of  age;  Louisa  E.  is  the  wife  of 
William  8.  Knapp,  of  Topeka,  Kan.;  William  S. 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Herbert  continues 
on  the  homestead  with  his  mother;  Lewis  T.  died 
in  infancy,  and  Ira  Bidwell  is  on  a  farm  in  Rome 
Township.  Mrs.  Wilcox  is  the  sister  of  the  late 
Justus  H.  Bodwell,  an  old  and  prominent  merchant 
of  Adrian,  who  died  suddenly  in  1864. 

^^EORGE  W.  MOORE.  The  family  history 
(if  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  gentleman,  who  has  been  a  resident 
^^1  of  Medina  Township  fifty-two  years,  is  sub- 
stantially as  follows :  John  Moore,  Sr.,  the  progenitor 
of  the  Moore  family,  was  born  in  Argyleshire,  Scot- 
land, in  1648,  and  was  killed  at  the  massacre  of  Glen- 
coe,  March  13,  1692.  His  son,  John  Moore,  Jr., 
was  born  March  13,  1692,  and  was  a  native  of 
Glencoe,  Scotland,  whence  he  was  taken  when  an 
infant  to  Londonderry,  Ireland.  In  1 720  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  settled  in  Londonderry,  N.  II., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  There  also  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Janet  Cochran,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

William  Moore,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Londonderry,  Sept.  26, 1731,  and  upon 
reaching  manhood  married  a  maiden  of  his  native 
county,  Miss  Jane  Holmes,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 


parentage.  Like  his  father  before  him  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  upon  the  beginning  of  the 
French  and  Indian  wars  he  left  the  plow  to  take  up 
the  musket,  and  rendered  very«  effective  service. 
He  finally  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  London- 
derry to  Peterboro,  N.  II.  William  Moore  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  Nathaniel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
second  son  and  the  fourth  child. 

Nathaniel  Moore  was  born  March  28,  1770,  and 
continued  on  the  old  homestead  his  entire  life. 
This  property  descended  from  father  to  son  through 
several  generations,  having  been  acquired  by  Will- 
iam Moore  in  1763.  Nathaniel  Moore  was  married 
at  Peterboro,  N.  IL,  March  14,  1800,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Ferguson,  wlio  was  also  of  Scotch- Irish  ancestry. 
Her  father,  Henry  Ferguson,  was  the  son  of  John 
Ferguson,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Peterboro. 
Nathaniel  Moore  became  prominent  in  local  affairs, 
being  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town,  and  for 
many  years  a  Deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  high  moral 
principles,  and  greatly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  died  Oct.  27,  1853,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three  years,  while  his  wife  had  preceded 
him  to  the  better  land  some  three  years,  her  death 
taking  place  April  10,  1850,  when  she  was  seventy- 
four  years  old.  Their  ten  children  were  named 
respectively:  Henry,  William,  John,  Nathaniel  IL, 
James,  Jane  F.,. Sarah,  Creorge  W.,  Martha  F.  and 
Thomas  F.  Of  these  but  three  are  now  living. 
Nathaniel  H.  continues  in  possession  of  the  old 
homestead  in  Peterboro,  N.  H.;  George  W.  is  the 
next  eldest,  and  of  Thomas  F.  a  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  book. 

George  W.  Moore  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
in  Peterboro,  N.  H:.,  April  3,  1814.  He  remained 
at  home  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  and  was 
then  apprenticed  to  his  brother  William  to  learn 
the  machinist's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  1836. 
In  the  spring  of  1834  he  migrated  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  210  acres  of  Government  land  on  section 
3,  Medina  Township.  After  securing  his  title  he 
returned  to  the  Old  Granite  State,  and  followed  his 
trade  there  until  in  September,  1836.  Being  now 
reinforced  with  a  small  capital  he  came  back  to  the 
West,  and  began  the  improvement  of  his  purchase. 
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With  the  exception  of  five  acres,  which  he  had 
hired  a  man  to  cliop,  there  were  no  improvements 
whatever  upon  his  land.  The  taslv  before  him 
seemed  an  Herculean  one,  but  he  was  strong  in 
youth  and  hope,  and  set  about  it  with  all  the  reso- 
lution wiiich  he  had  inherited  from  his  forefathers. 
He  labored  alone  industriously  until  in  August, 
1837,  and  then,  returning  to  his  old  home  in  New 
Hampshire,  secured  for  himself  a  wife  and  helpmeet, 
being  married  on  the  20th  of  that  month  to  Miss 
Caroline  Morrison,  who  was  born  in  Peterboro, 
June  20,  1813.  Immediately  after  the  wedding 
the  young  people  departed  for  then'  new  home  in 
the  West,  and  took  possession  of  the  log  house 
which  had  been  erected  by  our  subject.  Here  vvere 
born  their  three  children — William  C,  Nathaniel 
M.  and  Emily  C. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  William 
C.  was  a  studeut  in  the  Michigan  State  University, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  preparing  himself  for  the  practice  of 
law,  which  profession  he  had  decided  to  follow. 
He  considered  it  his  duty  to  lay  aside  his  personal 
plans  and  interests,  and  in  May,  1861,  after  the 
first  call  for  troops,  enlisted  in  Company  K.  1st 
Michigan  Infantry,  for  three  months,  in  time  to  be 
present  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Here  he 
was  Avounded  in  the  hip  and  shoulder,  and  had  an 
arm  broken  besides.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  at  Libby  and  Columbia  Prisons  until  May, 
the  following  year,  when  he  was  paroled,  and  was 
exchanged  the  following  August.  He  then  re- 
enlisted  at  Jackson  and  was  commissioned  First 
Jjieutenant  of  Company  I,  18th  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  was  proffered  the  Lieutenant  Colonelcj^  of  the 
12th  Tennessee  Cavalry  by  Andrew  Johnson,  but 
declined  the  honor.  Upon  the  day  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  he  was  commissioned  Captain  of 
Company  I,  and  had  command  of  the  regiment  at 
the  battle  of  Fox  Creek,  Ala.  At  the  siege  of 
Decatur,  in  November,  1864,  he  led  a  gallant  charge 
against  the  rebel  sharpshooters,  and  with  his  band 
of  forty  men  captured  114  of  the  enemy.  This  act 
of  bravery  gained  him  the  personal  thanks  of  Gen. 
Thomas,  and  also  an  open  letter  which  was  read 
before  the  regiment. 

In  February,  1865,   Capt.   Moore  was   appointed 
i^'ovost    Marshal  of  Hunlsville,   Ala.,    which   posi- 
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tion  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  October, 
1 865,  he  went  to  Texas  as  Quartermaster  under 
Gen.  Custer  against  the  Comanche  Indians,  but  in 
March,  1866,  he  was  drowned  while  attempting  to 
cross  a  stream  in  the  Indian  Territory  while  on  his 
way  from  Texas  to  Kansas  with  a  herd  of  cattle 
which  he  had  purchased. 

Nathaniel  Moore,  Jr.,  died  when  a  lad  seven 
years  of  age,  and  Emily  is  the  wife  of  George  F. 
Phelps,  of  Ionia,  Mich.  Mrs.  Caroline  Moore  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  Medina  Township, 
March  17,  1849.  Our  subject  was  subsequently 
married,  in  Barre,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  4, 
1852,  to  Miss  Harriet  P.,  daughter  of  Maj.  Daniel 
P.  and  Betsey  (Knight)  Bigelow,  at  the  residence 
of  the  parents  in  that  place.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  children — George  D.  and  Hattie 
L.  George  D.  married  Miss  EfRe  B.  Lawrence,  and 
is  farming  in  Hudson  Township.  He  received  a 
fine  education  and  was  graduated  from  the  Michi- 
gan Agricultural  College  in  the  class  of  '71.  Mrs. 
Harriet  P.  Moore  died  at  the  homestead  in  Medina 
Township,  April  15,  1880. 

The  preseut  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Clarkson,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  6, 
1882,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Althea  A.  (Blodgett) 
Bordwell,  daughter  of  John  Blodgett,  of  Clarkson, 
N.  Y.,  and  widow  of  Joseph  Bordwell,  who  died  in 
Albion,  that  State,  June  17,  1877.  Of  her  first 
marriage  there  were  born  four  children  :  Her  eldest 
son,  Joseph  N.,  married  Miss  Miua  Cramer,  and 
resides  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Mary  A.  and  Ada  M. 
(lied  in  infancy;  and  John  B.  resides  in  Albion, 
Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Moore  was  born  in  Clark- 
son, Aug.  20,  1824,  and  was  married  to  Joseph 
Bordwell  April  29,  1852.  Her  parents  were  John 
and  Lucy  (Barlow)  Blodgett,  wdiose  family  included 
eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Moore  is  the  sole 
survivor. 

(ieorge  W.  Moore,  in  the  winter  of  1837,  assisted 
in  the  organization  of  Medina  Township,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  Assessors,  holding  the  office  for  some 
time.  As  the  township  became  settled  up  and  the 
town  began  to  assume  modern  manners  and  institu- 
tions, he  was  foremost  in  its  various  enterprises, 
among  the  first  of  which  was  the  Farmers'  Mutual 
Insurance    Company,    of     Lenawee,    in    which     he 
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served  as  Director  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years. 
He  repeatedly  represented  his  township  in  State 
and  county  political  conventions,  and  was  the 
Chairman  of  three  different  county  conventions, 
besides  holding  other  important  and  honorable 
offices. 

In  1850  Mr.  Moore  sailed  from  New  York  to 
California,  spending  a  month  on  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  landed  in  San  Francisco  April  14, 
having  been  three  weeks  on  the  journey.  He  had 
intended  to  follow  farming  on  the  Pacific  Slope, 
but  being  unable  to  carry  out  his  original  plans 
engaged  in  a  sawmill  several  months  at  $100  per 
month.  He  remained  in  the  Golden  State  about 
two  years,  then  returned  to  Michigan  and  settled 
down  upon  his  farm  in  Medina  Township,  engaging 
in  agriculture  and  adding  to  his  real  estate  until  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  about  300  acres. 

The  little  log  house  which  Mr.  Moore  put  up  for 
the  reception  of  his  bride  in  the  spring  of  1836,  has 
long  since  given  way  to  a  commodious,  modern 
dwelling,  and  the  first  rude  stable  years  ago  disap- 
peared, its  site  now  being  occupied  by  a  large  and 
commodious  barn.  In  addition  are  the  various 
other  buildings  indispensable  to  the  progressive 
modern  farmer.  Mr.  Moore  introduced  the  first 
mower  and  reaper  into  the  western  portion  of  Len- 
awee County,  and  while  giving  due  attention  to  the 
modern  methods  of  agriculture,  has  ever  borne  in 
mind  the  importance  of  education  to  the  rising 
generation.  He  has  been  foremost  in  the  establish- 
ment of  religious  and  educational  institutions,  being 
one  of  the  founders  of  Oak  Grove  Academy,  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  active  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  In  1868  he  invested 
considerable  capital  in  a  woolen-mill  established  at 
Morenci,  but  which  did  not  prove  a  paying  invest- 
ment. The  building  was  subsequently  converted 
into  a  flouring-mill,  to  which  purpose  it  is  still 
devoted. 

R.  JULIUS  VAUGHAN,  a  physician  and 
surgeon  of  the  regular  school,  now  located 
in  Springville,  township  of  Cambridge,  of 
this  county,  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession here  in  the  spring  of  1862.  He  is  a  native  \ 
of  Concord  Township,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  March   I 


21,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Lemuel  C.  P.  Vaughan, 
a  farmer  of  that  State,  of  Welsh  ancestry.  The 
latter  was  the  son  of  James  Vaughan,  also  a  native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  a  very  prominent  and 
intelligent  citizen  of  Washington  County,  where  he 
held  many  offices  and  where  he  died.  He  married 
in  early  life  a  Miss  Moon,  who  survived  him,  he 
dying  when  about  sixty  years  of  age.  Lemuel  C. 
P.  was  reared  in  Washington  County,  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  and  married  there  Miss  Achsah  Twiss, 
who  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Twiss;  she  was  born  in  tlie  same  State. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Lemuel  C.  P.  and 
wife  moved  into  the  forests  of  Erie  County,  where 
he  took  up  and  bought  some  500  acres  of  land, 
which  he  lived  to  see  improved  and  the  surround- 
ing country  well  settled  up.  He  died  at  Spring- 
ville, Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1879,  at 
the  age  of  sixty- four  years.  He  had  been  quite 
popular  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  local  politics,  having  held  many 
local  offices.  He  was  an  old -school  Abolitionist, 
being  one  of  the  supporters  of  John  P.  Hale  for 
President  in  1 852.  He  was  esteemed  by  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances,  and  died  respected  by  all. 
His  wife  still  survives  him,  and  although  seventy- 
five  years  of  age  still  retains  both  her  mental  and 
physical  powers  in  an  eminent  degree. 

Dr.  Julius  A'aughan  is  the  eldest  of  seven  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  The  record  of  the  family  is  as  follows: 
Russell  J.  married  Therisa  Green,  and  lives  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y. ;  Alonzo  L.  married  Emma  G. 
Smith,  and  is  a  dentist  in  the  same  county ;  eJennie 
A.  is  a  stenographer  and  typewriter  of  New  York 
City;  C.  L.  is  a  dentist  at  Brooklyn,  Jackson 
Co.,  Mich. ;  Lorenzo  A.  married  Mary  Potter, 
and  is  a  farmer  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y. ;  Achsah  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Daniel  Lewis,  of  New  York  City,  a 
practicing  physician  of  the  regular  school,  who 
makes  a  specialty  of  cancerous  affections  and  skin 
diseases,  and  is  connected  with  the  hospital  for  the 
cure  of  those  ailments. 

Dr.  Vaughan  passed  his  early  years  at  home, 
where  he  received  a  good  practical  education  at 
Griffith  Listitute  in  his  native  county.  Later,  when 
about  twenty-four  years  old,  he  began  the  study  of 
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medicine.  He  then  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  in  New  York  City,  by  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  summer  of  1860,  and  has 
practiced  in  this  count^^  since  the  spring  of  1862. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Cambridge  Town- 
ship, June  5,  1866,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Wickham,  a 
native  of  Wexford  County,  Ireland,  where  she  was 
born  Nov.  15,  1844.  Her  father,  Thomas  Wick- 
ham, died  in  Ireland.  She  has  two  sisters,  Mary, 
who  is  living  in  Monmouth,  III.,  and  Maggie,  living 
at  Central  Park,  Chicago,  111.  Their  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ellen  Hays,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1851,  and  lived  in  New  York  City  and 
Buffalo  about  three  years.  At  the  latter  place  she 
died,  leaving  her  yoimgest  daughter,  Mrs.  Vaughan, 
a  child  ten  years  of  age,  alone.  Soon  after  she 
came  to  this  township,  and  lived  in  the  family  of 
William  and  Caroline  Geddes  until  she  was  mar- 
ried. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Vaughan  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Charles  H.,  who  is  still  living  at  home.  In 
politics  the  Doctor  is  a  Prohibitionist,  but  was  form- 
erly a  Democrat,  and  has  taken  some  interest  in 
local  politics,  having  held  several  township  offices. 
Himself  and  wife  were  charter  members  of  the 
Good  Templars'  Lodge  established  in  this  county. 


APT.  CHARLES  R.  MILLER  is  a  na- 
,  tive  of  Central  New  York,  and  was  born  in 
^^  Moravia,  Cayuga  County,  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1  834.  He  is  the  son  of  Amos  and  Catharine  (Bart- 
lett)  Miller,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  At  the  early  age  of  three  years  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  the  journey  being 
made  in  a  lumber  wagon. 

The  life  of  our  subject,  until  he  had  attained  the 
age  of  nineteen,  was  spent  on  a  farm  near  Bridge- 
water,  Saline  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  In- 
spired with  an  ambition  to  qualify  himself  for  fu- 
ture progress  in  life,  he  labored  hard  to  obtain  an 
education,  and  during  many  of  the  winter  months 
he  taught  school,  while  in  summer  he  worked  on  a 
farm.  Bj^^  dint  of  that  persistent  application  which 
formed  a  notable  trait  of  his  character,  he  com- 
pleted   the  course  of  study  at  the  State    Normal 
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School  at  Ypsilanti,  and  was  graduated  in  1855. 
The  same  year  he  entered  the  Sophomore  Class  at 
the  State  University,  and  won  his  diploma  with  the 
class  of  '58.  He  read  law  for  the  year  following  in 
the  office  of  Gov.  Felch,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  again 
returning  to  the  University,  entered  the  law  de- 
partment, and  was  graduated  in  April,  1860. 

In  1860  Mr.  Miller  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
and  opened  a  law  office,  but  he  found  different  work 
for  a  Union  man  among  the  rebels  of  the  Missouri 
border,  and  returning  to  Michigan  in  the  winter  of 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  18th  Michigan  Infantry  in 
August  of  that  year.  He  wiis  made  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  soon  after  the  regiment  moved  to  the 
front  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  First  Lieu- 
tenant. He  served  in'Kentucky  with  the  regiment, 
being  in  the  field  some  twelve  months,  and  during 
this  period  he  rose  to  the  Captaincy  of  his  com- 
pany. The  18th  Regiment  was  subsequently  or- 
dered to  Tennessee,  and  at  Nashville  he  was  de- 
tached from  the  regiment  and  put  on  the  staff  of 
the  Post  Commander,  later  being  made  Assistant 
Judge  Advocate  on  the  staff'  of  Maj.  Gen.  Rosseau. 
By  special  order  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  Capt. 
Miller  was  next  made  Judge  Advocate  of  the  De- 
partment Court-Martial,  and  while  holding  this  po- 
sition he  tried  very  many  military  cases  for  the 
United  States.  At  the  end  of  the  war  Capt.  Mil- 
ler was  mustered  out,  having  performed  very  nearly 
three  years  of  important  and  responsible  military 
service. 

Upon  his  return  home  from  the  army,  Capt.  Miller 
married  Miss  Mar}^  L.  Becker,  of  Ann  Arbor,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  State  in  1838.  Soon  after 
marriage,  Capt.  Miller  settled  in  Adrian,  and  be- 
came a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Geddes  &  Mil- 
ler. That  the  Captain  has  prospered  well  in  his 
profession  hardly  needs  saying,  his  unimpeachable 
business  habits,  wide  reading,  intuitive  acumen,  and 
sturdy  fidelity  to  his  professional  trust,  naturally 
bringing  their  just  reward.  In  1868,  and  again  in 
1870,  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Len- 
awee County,  making  a  spleudid  record  during  the 
two  terms  of  his  incumbency  of  that  important  of- 
fice. Since  that  time  Capt.  Miller  has  held  no  polit- 
ical elective  office.  He  never  solicited  public  pre- 
ferment, but  preferred  to  devote  his  energies  to  his 
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private  business,  in  which  he  has  met  with  great  suc- 
cess. For  nearly  eleven  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Adrian  School  Board,  acting  as  Secretary  dur- 
ing that  time,  and  the  schools  owe  much  of  their 
superiority  to  his  care  and  practical  judgment,  for 
if  there  is  any  one  thing  which  excites  his  truest 
enthusiasm  it  is  the  cause  of  popular  education,  the 
benefits  of  which  he  himself  has  fully  received. 

Capt.  Miller  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Croswell  on 
the  Board  of  Management  of  the  State  Industrial 
Home  for  Girls,  and  was  subsequently  re-appointed 
by  Gov.  Jerome.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  board, 
and  had  no  small  share  to  do  with  the  successful  in- 
ception of  the  institution,  which  now  stands  as  the 
pride  of  the  city  of  Adrian,  and  a  benefaction  to 
the  State.  The  only  position  now  held  by  the  Cap- 
tain is  the  Presidency  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Adrian.  He  is 
no  office-seeker,  but  in  whatever  position  his  fellow- 
citizens  have  placed  him  he  has  been  content  to  do 
his  duty,  honestly,  capably,  conscientiously  and 
fearlessly.  Not  long  since  he  was  supported  by  the 
Lenawee  County  delegates  for  the  Republican  nom  • 
ination  for  Representative  in  Congress;  this  prefer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  delegates  came  from  no  per- 
sonal solicitation  of  his  own,  and  had  the  choice  of 
the  convention  fallen  upon  him  he  would  have  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  the  position,  and  fought 
with  all  the  old-time  soldier  tenacity  to  bring  the 
campaign  to  a  successful  outcome.  He  has  met 
with  gratifying  success  so  far  in  life,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  he  should  fail  now.  He  is  a  student,  a 
thinker,  a  man  of  convictions,  coupled  with  the 
courage  to  maintain  them.  He  is  a  fitting  repre- 
sentative of  the  earnest,  safe  and  trusty  men  Amer- 
ican institutions  can  develop  from  the  humblest  be- 
ginning when  properly  used. 

There  have  been  born  to  Capt.  Miller  and  wife 
two  daughters:  Mary  S.,  an  under-graduate  in 
Wellesley    College,  near  Boston,  and  Jessie. 


ON.  CORNELIUS  KNAPP   is  one   of  the 
^)  prominent    and    representative    citizens   of 
Rome  Township.  Coming  here  in  1835,  when 
but  a  lad  eleven  years  of  age,  he  has  watched 
the  growth  and  development  ol  this  township  from 
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its  earliest  days.  Since  attaining  manhood  he  has 
always  taken  great  interest  in  the  well-being  of  the 
community,  and  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
making  it  what  it  now  is.  He  is  a  native  of  Nas- 
sau, Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  June  12, 
1824. 

Reuben  Knapp,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Cherry  Valley,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1799, 
and  removed  to  Nassau  with  his  parents  when  a 
child.  In  the  latter  place  he  resided  until  about 
182o,  when,  going  to  Perrinton,  Monroe  County, 
he  rented  a  farm  and  tilled  it  for  about  three  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1827  he  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  on 
which  he  lived  until  the  fall  of  1835,  when  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Michigan.  Locating  in  Rome 
Township,  he  bought  a  small  piece  of  land  of  some 
twenty  acres,  containing  a  log  cabin,  and  on  which 
a  few  improvements  had  been  made.  He  then 
returned  to  New  York  State,  and  selling  out  what 
property  he  had  there,  came  back  the  same  autumn 
with  his  wife  and  six  children.  Settling  down  on 
his  place  he  commenced  to  clear  the  land,  which 
was  far  from  being  a  farm,  the  heavy  timber  stand- 
ing thickly  over  most  of  it,  and  to  make  himself 
a  home.  He  was  a  stonemason  by  trade,  and  did 
a  little  of  that  business  after  coming  here. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  1822,  Reuben  Knapp 
married  Polly  Marks,  who  was  born  Nov.  25, 1790, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Steinhart) 
Marks.  She  became  the  mother  of  six  children, 
Cornelius  being  the  second,  but  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1847,  Mr.  Knapp  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  wife.  His  little  family  requiring  a  mother's 
care,  he  again  entered  into  the  marriage  state  Oct. 
31,  1848,  this  time  with  Miss  Harriett  E.  Hicks,  a 
native  of  Nassau,  N.  Y.,  but  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1849,  he  was  again  left  a  widower.  Again,  May 
24,  1850,  he  entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance  for 
the  third  time.  Miss  Mariah  E.  Gurley  being  his 
chosen  companion,  and  she  added  two  sons  to  his 
family. 

Jonathan  Knapp,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  also  a  native  of  Cherry  Valley, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  farming.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Continental  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  his  eldest  son,  Isaac,  participated 
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in  the  conflict  with  Great  Britain  in  the  War  of 
1812.  At  an  early  rla}^  he  removed  to  Rensselaer 
County  in  the  Empire  State,  where  he  died  at  an 
advanced  age. 

Cornelius  Knapp  made  his  home  with  his  father's 
family,  and  was  brought  up  to  the  life  of  a  farmer 
until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
receiving  his  education  in  a  log  school-house,  built 
in  the  primitive  fashion,  which  stood  but  a  short 
distance  from  his  father's  house.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  having  a  natural  genius  for  me- 
chanics, he  adopted  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  working 
the  first  year  for  $11  a  month,  and  the  next  for 
|1  a  day.  This  business  he  followed  for  some 
twelve  years,  when  in  1849  he  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  18,  in  Rome  Township,  on  which  he  re- 
moved in  1851,  and  where  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always  been  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  has  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  the  local  councils  of  that  party.  Being  a 
man  in  whose  prudence  and  ability  the  community 
had  confidence,  in  1865  he  was  elected  as  the  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  from  the 
township  of  Rome,  and  remained  in  that  office  for 
eleven  consecutive  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  went  to  California  with  his  wife  for  a 
little  recreation,  and  returning  the  following  year, 
was  re-elected  as  representative  on  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  was  retained  in  this  oflSce  five 
3^ears  more.  Growing  in  popularity-  throughout 
the  country  as  he  became  better  known,  in  1871  he 
was  elected  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Michigan  Legislature,  and  for  two  terms 
occupied  a  seat  amid  that  august  body.  He  was 
very  efficient  in  his  duties  while  there,  and  in- 
troduced some  very  valuable  measures. 

Hon.  Cornelius  Knapp  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  tiarriet  H.  Jeffer3^  July  27,  1848,  who 
was  born  Dec.  3,  1826,  at  Sandgate,  county  of 
Kent,  England,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  K.  and 
Harriet  (Marsh)  Jeffer3\  Her  father  was  born  in 
the  same  county  in  England,  Jan.  29,  1803,  and  was 
the  son  of  James  and  Rebecca  (Sandford)  Jeft'er}^, 
of  that  place.  Mrs.  Knapp's  grandfather,  James 
Jefferj^,  a  fine  specimen  of  the  sturdy  English 
farming  chiss,  was  born  Feb.  27,  1777,  and  died  Dec. 


7,  1839.  Like  his  ancestors  he  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  farming,  and. never  left  the  county  of  his 
birth.  In  1796  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Sandford, 
a  daughter  of  Mark  Sandford,  and  she  became  the 
mother  of  thirteen  children,  James  K.,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Knapp,  being  the  fourth  child  and  second  son. 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Jeffery  was  born  in  Folkestone,  in 
Kent,  in  1777,  and  died  there  in  1843,  having  sur- 
vived her  husband  a  little  over  three  years.  James 
K.  Jeffery,  when  seven  years  of  age,  was  sent  to  a 
boarding-school,  where  he  remained  some  six  years, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  was  sent  to 
France,  where  he  was  entered  into  a  school  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  the  French  language.  Having 
been  brought  up  as  a  gentleman  farmer's  son,  he 
was  never  called  upon  to  engage  in  any  labor,  but 
from  the  time  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  spent  his 
time  in  hunting,  fishing  and  other  sports  until  1830, 
when  he  concluded  to  come  to  the  free  shores  of 
America.  Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1830, 
Mr.  Jeffery  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  sailed 
from  llya  in  a  vessel  bound  for  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  4th  of  July  folio vving  landed  in  New 
York  City.  After  a  short  time  spent  in  AYilliams- 
burg,  he  removed  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1831  leased  a  farm.  The  following- 
year  he  purchased  some  farm  property  in  West- 
moreland, on  which  he  erected  a  fine  residence,  but 
after  three  years,  being  unused  to  doing  business, 
he  abandoned  it  to  liquidate  his  indebtedness.  In 
the  sprmg  of  1836  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
on  160  acres  of  land  on  section  7,  in  Rome 
Township,  and  afterward  purchased  240  acres 
adjoining.  He  resided  on  this  property  until 
1842,  when  he  purchased  ninety  acres  of  land  on 
section  8,  wdiere  he  built  a  large  house  and 
kept  a  tavern  for  some  four  3^ears.  He  has  made 
this  place  his  residence  ever  since,  and  is  recognized 
as  being  one  of  the  leading  and  wealthy  citizens  of 
the  township. 

James  K.  Jeffery  and  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Mary  Marsh,  of  Dover,  England,  were 
married  on  the  8th  of  March,  1826,  and  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Harriet  H., 
the  wife  of  Cornelius  Knapp,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Daniel  O'Dell,  living  near 
Stockton,    Cal. ;    Rebecca,    deceased ;    Eliza,    Mrs. 
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William  Willitts,  of  Ingham  County,  Mich. ;  Nancy, 
Mrs.  elared  Rider,  of  Ingham  County;  Eleanor, 
Mrs.  John  Hart,  living  at  Stockton,  Cal. ;  Edward 
J.,  a  resident  of  Portland,  Ore. ;  and  Susannah,  Mrs. 
George  W.  Darling,  of  this  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornelius  Knapp  were  the  parents 
of  two  children.  One,  a  boy,  died  when  but  three 
months  old;  the  other,  Rebecca,  was  born  Dec.  21, 
1848,  and  died  March  3,  1887,  leaving  her  husband, 
Henry  H.  Ferguson,  and  one  child,  the  latter  a 
boy  now  some  fifteen  years  of  age,  living  with  his 
father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knapp  are  regular  attendants 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  take  a  leading  part  in 
the  church  work  in  this  vicinity. 


F.  &  C.  C.  MORSE 


^^    J^ .   (fe  U.   L\   MUKSE.     lliis  lirni 
(|(  in  the  lumber  business,  carrying 

^^^   mill  in   Hudson   Township.     Tli 


This  firm  is  engaged 
ig  on  a  saw- 
rhey  are  the 
sons  of  Charles  C.  and  Sarah  C.  (Follett)  Morse, 
the  father  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  mother 
of  Vermont.  Having  been  married  at  Bellevue,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Morse,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
continued  a  resident  of  that  State  until  April,  1844, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Medina 
Township.  For  about  a  year  after  coming  here  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  then  formed  a  co-partner- 
ship with  John  Christopher,  in  the  shoe  business  in 
the  village.  This  continued  until  the  spring  of 
1857,  when  the  firm  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the 
Tiffin  River  Mills,  and  for  man}^  years  operated 
them  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  C.  Morse  &  Co. 

In  1859  Messrs.  Morse  and  Christopher,  buying 
out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Henion,  took  into  partner- 
ship Lemuel  Morse,  arranging  that  each  of  the  three 
would  have  one-third  interest.  In  1860  C.  C. 
Morse  and  John  Christopher  purchased  the  portion 
of  their  partner,  and  operated  the  mills  together 
until  1873,  when  Mr.  Christopher  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  Charles  F.  and  Carroll  C.  Morse,  the 
present  proprietors;  at  the  same  time  L.  J.  Morse 
purchased  an  equal  interest  with  his  brothers  from 
his  father.  They  carried  on  the  business  together 
until  August,  1886,  since  which  time  the  sawmill  is 
under  the  name  of  C.  F.  &  C.  C.  Morse,  and  the 
gristmill  under  that  of  L.  J.  Morse.     Their  father, 
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Charles  C.  Morse,  died  Aug.  22,  1886,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one    years.      His    wife    survived   him  but 
little  over  a  year,  dying  Dec.  26, 1887,  aged  seventy 
years.     They  were  the  parents  of  a  family  of  chil- 
dren as  follows:     Mrs.   William   D.  Stalker,  a  resi- 
dent of  Sacramento,  Cal.,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Willie    M.  and  Nina  A. ;   Addie   B.,  Mrs. 
Consual,   the  mother  of   two  sons,  Charles   F.  and 
Fred  M.,  who  have  resided  with  their  uncle,  Charles 
F.  Morse,  since  their  father's  death.     The  elder  of 
these,  Charles  F.,  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  '91, 
in  the   Naval   Academy   of  the   United   States,  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  and  was  the  successful  competitor 
in  a  class  of  ten,  passing  a  most  satisfactory  exam- 
ination.    Hettie,  the  youngest  sister  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  lives  at  home  with  her  brother;  Nina 
married  R.  J.  Oouldsborough,  who  is  a  commercial 
traveler,  and  is  the  parent  of  two  children — Fay  M. 
and  Alice  S. ;    Charles  F.  was  born   Dec.  16,   1848, 
and  Carroll  C,  April  25,   1852.       Charles   F.,  who 
was  the  fifth  child,  passed   his  early  days   in  the 
home  of  his  parents  in  Medina  Township.      He   re- 
ceived his  primarj^  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and   attended  Oak  Grove  Academy  for  ten  3^ears. 
He  is  with  his  brother  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  sixty- 
six  acres  of  land,  which  they  manage  themselves  in 
connection  with  the  mill.     The  houses  on  this  place 
were  constructed   by  the  father. 

In  1876  Messrs.  C.  F.  &  C.  C.  Morse,  thinking 
they  had  earned  a  rest,  made  a  trip  to  Philadelphia 
to  view  the  Centennial  Exposition,  and  while  East 
visited  the  city  of  Washington,  Washington's  tomb 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  the  city  of  New  York,  Niagara 
Falls.  Watkins'  Glen,  and  many  other  places  of 
minor  note.  The  mill  is  doing  quite  an  extensive 
business,  sawing  about  200,000  feet  of  lumber 
yearly  and  turning  out  some  200,000  shingles  in 
the  same  time.  C.  F.  Morse  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandr}^      He  is,  in  politics,  a  Republican. 

j^^^  ORATIO  L.  WILSON,  a  well-to-do  and  in- 
dustrious young  farmer  of  Madison  Town- 
ship, has  selected  his  homestead  not  far  from 
the  place  of   his  birth,  which    took  })lace  on 
section  29  in  this  township,  Oct.  15,  1855.     He  is  a    , 
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descendant  of  one  of  the  best  old  families  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  his  parents  were  Charles  A.  and 
Lucy  J.  (Reed)  Wilson,  who  were  married  in  the 
East  and  not  long  afterward  migrated  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  in  Madison  Township,  where  the 
mother  died  when  abont  thirty-five  years  of  age. 
Charles  A.  Wilson  is  still  living  and  a  resident  of 
Madison  Township. 

The  four  children  of  the  parental  household  were 
named  respectively:  Horatio  L.,  Hattie  8.,  George 
A.  and  Ella.  Horatio  L.  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  mostly  upon  the  farm,  attending  the  district 
school  during  the  winter  season.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  three  seasons  in  which  he  was  engaged  in 
painting,  he  has  followed  his  present  vocation,  and 
nothing  pleases  him  better  than  to  till  the  soil  and 
watch  in  the  growing  crops  the  results  of  his  la- 
bors. He  has  labored  intelligently  and  with  good 
success,  and  as  a  farmer  and  citizen,  much  is  ex- 
pected of  him  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Wilson  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until 
nearly  twenty  years  of  age  and  was  married  early 
in  life,  Sept.  8,  1875,  to  Miss  Martha  A.,  daughter 
of  Alford  and  Catherine  (Leonard)  Crane,  natives 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  emigrated 
to  Michigan  in  1836.  At  that  period  Lenawee 
County  was  thinly  settled,  and  they  made  the  jour- 
ney hither  armed  with  the  courage  and  determina- 
tion which  were  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  men 
and  women  of  those  days.  They  lived  to  see  the 
country  grow  up  around  them  and  took  no  unim- 
portant share  in  its  progress  and  development. 
After  long  and  well-spent  lives  they  passed  tx)  their 
final  rest  within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other,  the 
mother  Feb.  26,  1884,  and  the  father  March  6 
following.  Their  children  included  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Wilson,  the  wife  of 
our  subject,  was  the  youngest,  and  was  born  in 
Madison  Township,  July  25,  1849.  She  became  the 
mother  of  three  sons,  of  whom  two  are  living: 
Charles  A.,  who  was  born  Feb.  12,  1882,  and  Fred- 
die A.,  Sept.  1,  1884.  Eddie  L.,  who  was  born  Sept. 
23,  1879,  died  when  eight  months  and  nineteen 
days  old. 

Mr.  Wilson  seems  to  have  begun  life  in  the  right 
manner,  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  with 
excellent  judgment  and  contributing  his  quota  to- 


ward the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  and  the 
other  elements  which  constitute  an  intelligent  and 
well-ordered  community.  He  is  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive in  his  tastes,  and  finds  his  chief  enjoyment 
around  the  farm  and  within  his  household  circle. 
Upon  becoming  a  voter  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  uniformly 
casts  his  ballot  at  general  elections. 


OBERT  P.  BOODY  is  a  resident  of  Morenci, 
Seneca  Township,  near  which  he  has  a  fine 
establishment  for  the  breeding  of  horses, 
^Xj0)known  as  the  '\Silver  Creek  Home."  He 
is  the  son  of  Daniel  Boody,  who  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, while  his  mother,  Mary  Sevey,  was  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  first  settled  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  where  they  lived  sev- 
eral years,  and  then  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
where  they  remained  about  four  years.  The  father 
engaged  as  contractor  on  the  Wabash  Railroad  and 
removed  to  Delphi,  Ind.,  where  he  made  his  resi- 
dence about  one  and  one-half  years.  He  then  dis- 
posed of  his  interests  in  the  railroad  and  returned 
to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  bought  a  farm  ad- 
joining the  city,  on  wiiich  he  lived  about  eight  years. 
He  then  went  to  Allegany  County,  N.  Y^,  where  he 
bought  a  fine  stock  farm  of  400  acres,  and  after- 
ward bought  an  interest  in  plumbago  and  iron 
mines  in  Upper  Canada,  which  interest  he  held 
about  four  years.  He  came  to  Cold  water,  Mich., 
about  1872,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Oct.  2^),  1876.  The  parental  family  of 
our  subject  included  four  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  Robert  P.  was  the  eldest. 

Robert  P.  Boody  was  born  in  Orleans  County, 
Vt.,  near  the  Canadian  line,  Oct.  17,  1834,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  prepared 
for  entering  college,  but  was  prev^ented  from  carry- 
ing out  his  cherished  wish  by  ill-health,  and  engaged 
in  civil  engineering  on  a  railroad,  wiiich  he  followed 
three  years  on  the  New  York  Central  &  Wabash 
Railroad.  He  owned  a  part  of  the  400  acres  his 
father  had  purchased  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y., 
and  having  a  great   desire  to  engage  in  fine  stock 
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raising,  he  began  by  raising  sheep,  and  invested 
large  sums  of  money  in  that  particular  line  of  stock. 
From  Allegany  County  he  removed  to  Chesterfield 
Township,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio.  After  leaving  the 
railroad  employ  he  was  engaged  in  the  nursery 
business  at  Rochester,  N.  Y,  for  the  firm  of  Nelson 
&  Barker.  They  had  a  branch  of  the  business  at 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  of  which  Mr.  Boody  was  acting 
as  general  manager  and  book-keeper;  this  was  prior 
to  his  farming  operations  in  Allegany  Count}^ 

After  severing  his  connection  with  Nelson  &  Bar- 
ker our  subject  purchased  a  farm  of  320  acres  in 
Fulton. County,  Ohio,  in  company  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  D.  A.  Collins,  where  they  engaged  in  rais- 
ing Short-horn  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs  and  Me- 
rino sheep.  Mr.  Boody  bought  out  the  entire  in- 
terest after  two  years,  and  since  that  time  has  car- 
ried on  the  business  on  his  own  account.  He  re- 
sided on  that  farm,  which  he  still  owns,  seventeen 
years,  and  in  April,  1883,  he  came  to  Morenci, 
where  he  bought  a  residence  and  has  since  lived. 
His  sales  of  high-grade  stock  are  quite  extensive, 
and  he  owned  the  first  recorded  Short-horn  in  Ful- 
ton County,  Ohio,  paying  $500  for  the  heifer.  He 
became  quite  famous  as  a  breeder  of  fine  stock, 
but  has  since  given  up  everything  except  the  breed- 
ing of  Pereheron  horses  and  roadsters,  to  which  he 
devotes  all  his  attention.  In  the  spring  of  1885,  in 
partnership  with  B.  H.  Anderson,  he  purchased  two 
horses,  for  which  they  paid  the  sum  of  $5,000.  Mr. 
Boody  also  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Seneca 
Township  of  twenty  and  one-half  acres,  on  which 
he  has  erected  his  fine  breeding  establishment. 

On  his  farm  Mr.  Boody  has  about  thirty  head  of 
valuable  horses,  breeding  and  rearing  draft  and 
carriage  horses  being  his  main  business.  He  has 
acted  as  judge  of  stock  at  exhibitions  in  different 
States  and  Territories,  and  is  a  gentleman  thoroughl}^ 
conversant  with  his  business.  Mr,  Boody  has 
recently  purchased  the  entire  interest  of  his  part- 
ner and    is  carr^ang  on  the  business  alone. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  19,  1858,  to  Miss  Emily  M.,  daughter 
of  Adnah  B.  and  Asenath  M.  (Chadler)  Kinsman, 
natives  of  New  England.  The  parents  settled  in 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  still  reside, 
and    became    the    parents   of  eight   children,  four 


sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Boody  is 
the  eldest.  She  was  born  in  Vermont,  March  4, 
1836,  where  she  was  reared  and  received  a  liberal 
education,  and  was  successfully  engaged  as  a  teacher 
prior  to  her  marriage.  Mr.  Boody  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Morenci  Agricultural  Societ}"  for  several 
years,  and  prior  to  this  was  President  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Society  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  two  years. 
He  was  also  President  of  the  Tri-State  Thorough- 
bred Stock-Breeders'  Association  of  Fulton  County, 
Ohio,  three  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boody  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  and  Mr.  B.  has  been  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school  for  a  long  term  of  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Morenci  Lodge  No.  73,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  society  of  Good 
Templars.  He  is  a  strong  temperance  advocate 
and  backs  up  his  principles  b}^  his  practice.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  are  also  members  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry. Since  seventeen  years  of  age  Mr.  Boody 
has  been  a  leader  of  some  choir,  and  is  at  present 
leader  of  one  of  the  largest  chorus  choirs  in  this 
section  of  the  country. 


<^  OFIN  S.  JOHNSON  came  to  this  county  with 
I  his  parents  in  1844,  when  a  lad  ten  years  of 
age,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  opening 
up  of  the  new  farm  in  Medina  Township,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident  and  where  he 
now  owns  a  valuable  property  of  160  acres,  pleas- 
antly located  on  section  16.  He  is  of  a  good 
family,  and  from  a  very  small  capital  has  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  home  and  laid  by  a  snug  sum 
for  a  rainy  day.  He  ranks  among  the  representa- 
tive men  and  thrifty  farmers  along  the  southern 
line  of  Lenawee  County. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Z.  K.  and  Caty 
(Schuyler)  Johnson,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Roxbury  Township, 
Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  the  father  born  Oct.  18,1801, 
and  the  mother,  Aug.  11,  1802.  The  Schuyler 
family  removed  from  New  elersey  to  New  York 
vvhen  Caty  was  a  child  four  yviw^  of  age,  locating 
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at  Seneca  Lake.  Seneca  County,  where  they  residt^l 
twenty-five  years.  She  then  removed  with  her 
parents  to  Allegany  County,  where  she  resided 
until  LS44;  she  is  still  living  at  the  old  home- 
stead, being  now  eighty-six  years  old.  Mrs. 
Caty  Johnson  has  been  a  lady  of  great  energy 
aiid  industry,  having  inherited  these  qualities  from 
a  long  line  of  excellent  ancestry.  She  is  a  descend- 
ant of  Col.  Schuyler  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and 
possesses  a  remarkable  memory,  being  able  to  recall 
many  incidents  of  that  period,  as  they  were  related 
to  her  by  the  brave  spirits  who  fought  for  their 
independence.  Grandfather  Schuyler  settled  in 
the  Empire  State  and  his  father  later  took  up  his 
residence  in  Waterloo,  where  he  spent  his  last  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  county 
in  1844  and  took  up  a  tract  of  school  land,  which 
he  at  once  began  to  build  upon  and  improve.  John 
S.  completed  his  studies  in  the  district  school,  and 
continued  with  his  father  until  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1857,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Ann, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  Lockman,  formerly  of 
Staten  Island.  Mr.  L,  was  a  ship-builder  by  trade, 
and  in  his  Eastern  home  also  followed  coasting  and 
oyster  gathering,  in  which  he  was  commander  of  an 
oyster  vessel ;  he  also  operated  a  ferry  and  was  a 
pilot  of  great  skill.  Mr.  Johnson  met  his  wife  first 
in  Medina  Township,  and  they  were  married  at 
Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.  Their  only  child,  a  daughter, 
Carrie,  was  born  May  22,  1857,  and  died  May  2, 
1861 ;  the  mother  passed  away  on  the  8th  of  June 
following. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  a  second  time,  to  Miss 
lOmma  Jane  Bradish,  of  Medina.  Mrs.  Emma  J. 
Johnson  was  born  in  Macedon,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y., 
March  22,  1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Wilb'am 
F.  and  Rebecca  (Warren)  Bradish;  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  she  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  namely:  McLelland,  who  died  in  infancy; 
R.  M.,  who  died  when  two  and  a  half  years  old; 
Albina,  Nellie,  Lena  and  Lettie;  the  remaining 
children  are  all  at  home.  Mr.  Johnson  has  no 
political  aspirations,  preferring  to  give  his  attention 
to  his  farm  and  business  affairs.  He  casts  his  vote, 
however,  at  the  general  elections,  and  sides  with 
the  party  whose  views  are  most  in  accordance  with 
his  principles. 


LIAS  BROWER,  son  of  the  well-known  pio- 
[^  neer,  Archibald  Brower,  who  settled  in  Sen- 
Ik^  eca  Township  in  1833,  when  starting  out  in 
life  for  himself  engaged  in  the  milling  business, 
which  he  continued  until  1868.  That  year  he  sold 
out,  and  purchased  the  farm  on  section  11,  which 
he  has  since  occupied,  and  transformed  into  a  valu- 
able and  desirable  homestead.  He  is  a  man  of 
good  business  capacities  and  intelligence,  interested 
in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  people  around 
him.  Democratic  in  politics,  and  accounted  among 
the  reliable  men  of  Lenawee  County. 

Archibald  Brower,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  13,  1805. 
He  left  his  native  State  when  a  young  man,  and  his 
marriage  was  the  first  which  occurred  in  Seneca 
Township;  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Alma  AVillett,  was 
the  first  white  child  born  here.  He  married  Miss 
Julia  A.  Millett,  of  Fairfield  Township,  who  was 
credited  with  being  the  first  white  woman  who  set 
foot  in  Seneca  Township.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  namely:  Alma,  Elias,  William, 
Sarah  Ann,  Alfred  and  John.  Of  these  all  are  now 
living,  and  reside,  one  in  Missouri,  one  in  Iowa,  and 
the  others  in  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  March  31, 
1837,  in  Seneca  Township,  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  his  services  were  utilized,  on  the  new  farm, 
where  he  assisted  in  chopping  down  trees,  clearing 
the  ground  from  stumps,  and  preparing  the  soil  for 
cultivation.  His  education  was  extremely  limited, 
school-houses  being  few  and  difficult  of  access.  His 
father  had  put  up  a  saw  and  grist  mill  on  a  farm, 
which  Elias  took  charge  of  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven,  and  in  which  he  subsequently  purchased  a 
one-third  interest.  One  other  important  event  of 
his  life  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Kiner, 
which  took  place  in  Seneca,  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Feb.  10,  1865. 

Mrs.  Brower  i?  the  daughter  of  Conrad  and 
F^lizabeth  (Stumbaugh)  Kiner,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  removed  to  Ohio,  and  from  there  to 
this  county,  in  1848.  They  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  Mr.  Kiner  improved  into  a  good  farm, 
where  both  parents  spent  the  last  years  of  their 
lives.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  and 
their  daughter,  Sarah  J.,  was  born  at   Columbus, 
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Ohio,  on  the  8d  of  September,  1847.  She  received 
a  common-school  education,  and  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  when  eighteen  years  of  age.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  who 
are  recorded  as  follows :  Henry  is  the  engineer  of 
the  Weston  Mills,  and  resides  at  Weston ;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mina  Van  Sickle,  and  they  have  one 
child,  a  son,  Ray  Henry.  Frank  attends  school  at 
Weston ;  Olive  has  charge  of  the  homestead,  and 
the  other  children  were  named  respectively,  Burt; 
Rosa,  deceased;  Louisa,  Clarence  E.  and  Lawrence. 
Mr.  Brower,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  be- 
longs to  Fruit  Ridge  Grange,  of  which  he  has  been 
Treasurer  three  years,  while  his  son  Frank  is  Stew- 
ard in  this  order.  Mr.  B.  meddles  very  little  with 
political  matters,  but  usually  votes  for  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate. 


-^H^. 


4"*^ -^ 

¥^  WILLIAM  D.  JAMPIS  is  pursuing  the  even 
tenor  of  his  way  in  a  comfortable  manner 
on  a  farm  of  110  acres,  occupying  the 
southeast  portion  of  section  8,  Medina  Township. 
He  is  an  emanation  of  the  Empire  State,  and  the 
son  of  Alonzo  L.  and  Minerva  (Titus)  James,  who 
were  also  born  in  New  York  State,  where  the 
father  was  known  as  one  of  the  most  popular  hotel- 
keepers  in  Orleans  County. 

William  D.  James  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of 
five  children,  and  was  born  Feb.  2,  1836.  He  came 
to  this  State  with  his  brother  Norman  B.,  in  the 
fall  of  1853,  and  located  first  in  Hudson  Township, 
where  he  was  married  on  the  3d  of  April,  1859, 
and  thereafter  worked  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in- 
law  for  six  years.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  made 
in  this  township,  but  he  only  held  it  a  few  days 
and  soon  afterward  purchased  his  present  farm. 
He  had  intended  to  go  into  the  hotel  business  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  Norman,  but  the  owner 
of  the  property  changed  his  mind  and  decided  not 
to  sell.  Mr.  J.  was  for  a  time  employed  in  a  spoke 
factory,  but  after  securing  his  land,  turned  his 
attention  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation,  and 
has  since  given  to  it  his  undivided  attention. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  Harriet 
D.,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Freelove  (Terpening) 


Perkins,  natives  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1831,  arriving  in 
Lenawee  County  on  the  4th  day  of  November. 
The  face  of  the  country  was  then  mostly  covered 
with  timber,  and  Mr.  Perkins  securing  a  tract  of 
land,  commenced  the  establishment  of  a  home,  and 
thereafter  dealt  considerably  in  real  estate,  bujnng 
and  selling  several  farms.  He  died  at  his  home- 
stead in  Hudson  Township  in  1874,  while  the 
mother  is  still  living,  and  is  now  eighty-seven 
yearfe  of  age.  Their  family  included  ten  children, 
as  follow^s :  John  was  born  Nov.  4,  1 820 ;  Samuel 
C,  Feb.  5,  1823;  Moses,  Feb.  2,  1825;  Nelson, 
April  1,  1827;  Franklin,  June  8,  1829;  Lewis,  May 
7,  1831;  Susan  M.,  Aug.  20,  1835;  Cynthia  M., 
Oct.  4,  1837;  Harriet  D.,  Nov.  17,  1839;  Stephen 
Harrison,  March  24,  1842.  Stephen  Perkins  was 
born  June  26,  1797,  and  married  Freelove  Terpen- 
ing Dec.  23,  1819. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  there  have  been  born 
four  children.  Their  eldest,  Frederick  P.,  is  a  pro- 
fessional dentist,  and  a  resident  of  Sleepy  Eye, 
Minn;  Minerva  L.  is  married  and  a  resident  of 
Medina  Township,  where  her  husband,  Charles 
Sutton,  is  engaged  in  farming;  William  D.  is 
attending  the  dental  school  at  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
and  Frank  S.  remains  on  the  farm  during  his 
vacations  and  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  Fa3^ette 
Normal  School  and  Musical  College.  The  boys 
and  girls  comprising  the  family  of  Alonzo  L.  and 
Minerva  James  were  named  respectively,  Fidelia, 
Norman  B.,  Sarah  E.,  William  D.  and  Oscar  F. 
Fidelia  became  the  wife  of  John  L.  Hoyt,  who  died 
in  Hudson  Township,  April  23,  1884.  Norman  B. 
married  for  his  first  wife  Miss  Mary  Moshier,  who 
died,  and  he  was  then  married  to  Miss  May  Titus; 
he  is  carrying  on  the  produce  business  in  Hudson. 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  Stephen  Connor,  died  in  Big 
Rapids,  Mich.,  in  August,  1885,  while  Oscar  F. 
married  Miss  Dora  Baker,  and  resides  in  Dakota 
Territory. 

^ip^LWIN  M.  CAMBURN.     The  thrift  and  in- 
dustry of  this  gentleman  are  fully   apparent 
^  in  the  valuable  and  productive  farm  which 


he  has  built  up  during  a  period  of  seventeen  years, 
and  where  he  has  been  industriously  engaged   as   a 
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general  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  The  property  lies 
on  section  4,  in  Macon  Township,  and  inchides 
eighty  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been 
utilized  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  yields 
generously  the  best  products  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Macon  Township,  and 
was  born  at  his  father's  old  homestead  on  section 
4,  Jan.  25,  1845.  The  latter,  John  Cambnrn,  was 
a  native  of  Barnegat,  N.  J.,  whence  he  came  when 
a  youth  of  sixteen  years  with  his  father,  Hebron 
Camburn,  to  this  county,  and  located  on  section  4, 
Macon  Township,  at  a  time  when  the  settlers  were 
few  and  far  between,  and  the  year  before  Michigan 
had  become  a  State.  Hebron  Camburn,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  married  in 
New  Jersey  to  Miss  Lavina  Boyer,  who  accom- 
panied him  to  the  West,  and  they  labored  together 
in  building  up  a  homestead  from  which  they  passed 
away  when  ripe  in  years.  Their  son  John  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching  manhood, 
and  then  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Morgan,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  State  and  came  with  her  father, 
Charles  Morgan,  to  Michigan  when  a  child  nine 
years  of  age.  She  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  son,  our  subject,  being  now  sixty- 
three  years  old.  John  Camburn  died  at  the  home- 
stead in  1872,  aged  fiftj^-one  years.  He  was  an  in- 
dustrious and  capable  man  and  in  politics  a  solid 
Republican. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
spent  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  assist- 
ing in  the  labors  around  the  homestead,  and 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
Upon  reaching  manhood  he  was  married,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1878,  to  Miss  Mira  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Lacon  Township,  May  24,  1850.  She  is  a  lady 
of  good  education,  a  graduate  of  Raisin  Valley 
Seminary,  and  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher 
some  years  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Camburn  have  two  children — Bessie,  who  was 
born  Jan.  25,  1880,  and   P^rnest,  March  24,  1884. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
Herman  C.  and  Mary  (Pennington)  Smith,  who 
came  to  this  county  early  in  life,  and  the  father  a 
few  years  later  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the 
Free- Will   Baptist    Church.     His  career,   however, 


was  cut  short  in  middle  life  by  the  dread  disease, 
consumption,  of  which  he  died  in  Minnesota  where 
he  had  gone  for  his  health,  March  15,  1855.  Mrs. 
Smith  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  son 
Isaac,  in  Macon  Township,  and  is  about  sixty-one 
years  of  age. 

Though  but  a  youth,  Mr.  Camburn  responded  to 
his  country's  call  in  her  hour  of  peril,  and  enlisted 
as  a  member  of  Company  D,  11th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, in  which  he  did  good  service.  Mr.  Camburn 
usually  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  although 
reserving  the  right  of  a  free  American  citizen  to 
support  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  for 
office,  irrespective  of  party. 
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]f(  EWIS  GOODW^IN.  Of  those  who  settled  in 
this  part  of  Michigan  when  it  was  yet  awil- 

derness  is  the   subject   of   this  sketch,    who 

came  to  Lenawee  County  when  its  forests  were  inhab- 
ited by  wild  animals  of  all  kinds,  and  game,  includ- 
ing deer  and  turkeys,  was  so  plentiful  that  the  set- 
tler could  stand  in  the  door  of  his  cabin  and  with 
his  trusty  rifle  bring  down  his  pick  of  the  flock  or 
herd.  Mr.  Goodwin  had  faith  in  the  future  of 
Michigan,  and  although  the  means  of  transportation 
were  of  the  most  primitive  kind,  which  included 
journeys  on  foot,  he  traveled  from  the  East  where 
he  was  born,  undaunted,  to  the  spot  where,  with  his 
own  hand,  he  made  a  home  for  himself  and  his. 

Mr.  Goodwin  was  born  in  Oxford  County,  Me., 
on  the  15th  of  August,  1808,  while  his  father,  John 
Goodwin,  was  born  in  A'irginia,  and  when  fifteen 
years  of  age  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  and 
served  three  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
then  followed  the  sea  until  he  was  thirty- five  years 
of  age,  when  he  married  and  settled  in  Maine,  buy- 
ing land  in  Turner,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Lewis 
Goodwin  was  Stephen  Yeatten,  who  was  a  native  of 
England  and  settled  in  Maine,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  Minot. 

Lewis  Goodwin  was  in  his  fifth  year  when  his 
mother  died  ctnd  after  that  he  lived  with  his  uncle, 
Stephen  Yeatten,  in  the  town  of  Minot,  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  of  age.     For  one  year  thereafter  he 
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engaged  at  work  hj  the  month  in  a  blacksmith's 
shop,  and  then  in  a  sawmill.  In  1835  he  went  from 
Maine  to  New^  York  State,  going  from  his  home  to 
Boston  in  a  stage,  from  Boston  to  Providence  by 
railroad,  and  from  Providence  to  New  York  b}^ 
steamer;  then  by  Hudson  River  and  the  Erie  Canal 
to  Buffalo,  where  he  worked  for  a  few  months. 
From  that  city  he  went  to  Silver  Creek,  where  he 
remained  until  February,  1837.  In  that  year  he 
concluded  to  come  to  Michigan,  and  accomplished 
the  journey  by  crossing  the  lake  to  Detroit,  and 
then  traveling  on  foot  to  Clinton,  Lenawee  County. 
At  that  time  he  was  a  single  man,  and  worked  at 
clearing  land  at  $18  per  month.  He  continued  to 
work  by  the  day  and  month,  saving  his  earnings, 
and  in  1850  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  Og- 
den  Township,  of  which  he  cleared  a  portion  but 
did  not  settle  upon  it.  In  1856  he  bought  the  place 
where  he  now^  resides,  which  consists  of  100  acres 
of  land,  more  than  half  of  which  is  improved,  and  on 
which  lie  has  erected  good  and  comfortable  buildings. 

In  1850  Mr.  Goodwin  was  married  to  Miss 
Rachel  Allen,  and  there  were  born  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  George,  May  4,  1851; 
Orra,  Nov.  26,  1854;  Melissa,  Aug.  16,  1857;  Wal- 
lace, June  23, 1860;  Elizabeth,  elune  17,  1863;  Ida, 
April  20,  1865,  and  John,  June  20,  1868.  Wallace, 
Ida  and  John  are  deceased. 

While  the  beginning  of  his  life  in  Michigan  was 
under  the  most  unauspicious  circumstances  possible, 
it  has  proved  all  right  in  the  end,  for  Mr.  Goodwin 
has  now  a  good  farm  and  is  surrounded  in  his  old 
age  with  all  the  comforts  of  life  in  the  midst  of  a 
community  of  intelligent  people,  all  of  whom  are 
much  attached  to  each  other.  Mr.  Goodwin  has  lived 
to  see  the  State  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers occupy  a  leading  position  among  the  States 
of  the  Union  for  commercial  importance,  the  Intel- 
ligence  and  morality  of  its  people,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  its  natural  resources. 

NSEL  P.  CODDINGTON,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  came  to  this  section  of 
country  when  a  young  child,  with  his  par- 
^^^  ents,  Alvah  and  Barbara  (Swick)  Codding- 
ton,  who  first  settled  near  the  timber  of  Washtenaw 
"ft"  '  "  ■  '       ''  ' ""•""■ '■ 


County,  whence  they  renK>ved  a  year  later  to  Bath 
Township,  Clinton  Count3^  when  their  nearest  neigh- 
bor was  three  miles  aw^ay.  The  father  improved  a 
farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  then  becoming  home- 
sick for  his  old  haunts  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
repaired  thither,  where  he  spent  a  few  years  and  then 
returned  to  Michigan  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
our  subject,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1882,  w^hen  in  the 
seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  The  mother  died 
a  few  years  before  her  husband,  March  13,  1876,  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  The  parental  household 
included  two  daughters  and  one  son,  of  whom 
Ansel  P.  was  the  youngest,  and  was  born  Oct.  19, 
1835. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  at  the  prim- 
itive homestead  of  liis  parents  in  Clinton  County, 
receiving  the  rudiments  of  an  education  at  the  dis- 
trict school,  after  which  he  completed  his  studies 
at  Stearkey  Seminary,  Yates  County,  N.  Y.  The 
second  year  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he 
enlisted,  Aug.  4,  1862,  in  Company  G,  109th  New^ 
York  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  but  subsequently  our  subject  was 
detailed  to  the  Commissary  Department  as  a  clerk, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  he  was  promoted 
Second  Lieutenant.  A  few  months  later  he  was 
given  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant,  and  again 
becoming  connected  with  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment, acceptably  filled  the  position  of  Acting 
Assistant  Commissary  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Meade 
for  several  months.  In  the  changes  which  were 
subsequently  brought  about,  he  was  placed  first  in 
charge  of  Patrick  Station  and  afterward  assigned  to 
Humphrey  Station,  which  he  continued  to  hold 
with  his  men  until  the  fall  of  Richmond. 

Lieut.  Coddington,  after  this  event,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  commissary  trains  passing  over 
the  South  Side  road,  running  from  Petersburg  to 
Burksville,  and  near  the  point  which  was  afterward 
made  memorable  by  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee. 
He  continued  with  the  troops  until  they  were  mus- 
tered out,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  near 
Georgetown,  D.  C,  in  June,  1865. 

Mr.  Coddington,  upon  retiring  from  army  life, 
made  his  way  to  his  old  home  in  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  fire  and  life  insurance 
business,  which  he  conducted  successfully  until  his 
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re  turn  to  Michigan,  about  1«S77.  Not  long  after- 
ward he  purchased  his  present  farm  on  section  28, 
in  Teciimseh  Township,  comprising  112  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Among 
the  attractive  features  of  the  homestead  are  the 
handsome  residence  and  its  surroundings,  which, 
with  the  substantial  barns  and  out-buildings,  in- 
dicate in  a  forcible  manner  the  thrift  and  indus- 
try of  the  proprietor.  The  farm  lies  adjacent  to 
the  village  of  Tecumseh,  convenient  to  school, 
church  and  market,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a 
most  desirable  piece  of  property.  It  is  well  stocked 
with  the  best  grades  of  cattle,  horses  and  Shrop- 
shire sheep,  Mr.  Coddington  being  especially  suc- 
cessful in  the  latter  industry. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Kelly,  who  was  born  in 
that  county,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Cod- 
dington became  the  mother  of  five  children,  named 
respectively:  Alvah  J.,  Anna  C,  Sarah  L.,  Barbara 
E.  and  Edgar  A.,  and  all  still  at  home.  Mrs.  Mary 
M.  Coddington  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1877.  Mr.  Codding- 
ton was  married  to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Miss 
Fanny  Teeter,  in  October,  1877.  Mrs.  Fanny 
Coddington  was  born  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  12,  1840,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Teeter,  natives  of  the  same  State,  where  also 
their  decease  occurred. 

Mr.  Coddington,  politically,  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  religiously  is  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Church  in  which  he  is  a  Deacon,  and  has  been  Trus- 
tee and  Secretary  of  the  board  for  the  last  eight 
years. 
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f^^)  ZRA  AMES  is  held  in  high  honor  and  re- 
spect as  an  early  pioneer  of  Southern  Mi(di- 
^  igan.  He  is  now  living  in  retirement  in  his 
pleasant  home  in  the  town  of  Hudson.  He  is  con- 
sidered an  authority  on  the  early  historj^  of  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  can  give  much  interesting 
and  valuable  information  concerning  the  settlement 
of  the  various  towns  in  this  region,  and  of  the  pio- 
neers and  their  mode  of  life.  When  he  first  visited 
Michigan,  and  located  in  what  is  now  Pittsford,, 
-♦■ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


Hillsdale  County,  Adrian,  then  a  small  village,  was 
the  nearest  settlement,  and  the  surrounding  country 
was  for  manj^  miles  nothing  but  a  dense  wilderness, 
given  over  to  wild  beasts,  such  as  bears,  wolves  and 
deer;  and  all  the  land,  with  the  exception  of  the 
few  tracts  taken  up  by  the  early  settlers,  was  Gov- 
ernment land,  and  for  sale  at  11.25  per  acre. 

Mr.  Ames  is  a  native  of  the  old  commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  and  was  born  in  Petersham,  Wor- 
cester County,  Nov.  30,  1813.  His  parents  were 
Peter  and  Sarah  (Clark)  Ames  (see  sketch  of  C.  H. 
Ames  for  parental  history).  In  early  life  he  was 
left  an  orphan,  his  mother  dying  when  he  was  but 
six  months  old,  and  his  father's  death  occurring 
two  years  later.  Thus  early  deprived  of  the  care 
of  father  and  mother  he  was  taken  to  live  with  an 
uncle  in  Petersham,  and  made  his  home  with  him 
until  he  was  fourteen  j^ears  old.  This  relative  was 
very  exacting,  and  the  few  years  spent  with  him 
were  filled  with  toil.  He  was  not  allowed  to  en- 
gage in  boyish  sports,  and  his  education  was  en- 
tirely neglected  as  he  was  not  permitted  to  go  to 
school.  From  his  uncle's  he  went  to  the  home  of 
an  elder  brother  in  Francestown,N.  H.,  from  whom 
he  received  kinder  treatment,  and  received  some 
educational  advantages,  while  during  vacations  he 
assisted  his  brother  on  the  farm  and  in  the  sawmill. 

On  the  6tli  of  September,  1833,  Ezra  Ames  com- 
menced a  memorable  journey  to  Michigan,  to  look 
up  land  for  pre-emption,  and  going  by  stage  coach 
to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  there  embarked  on  the  canal  for 
Buffalo,  and  thence  went  to  Detroit  by  steamer. 
The  latter  city  was  then  a  small  place,  giving  no 
indication  of  its  present  size  and  importance.  At 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  he  had  been  joined  by  his  broth- 
ers, and  they  accompanied  him  to  Michigan.  They 
bought  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  and  came 
from  Detroit  to  what  is  now  Pittsford,  Hillsdale 
County,  where  the  brothers  located.  Our  subject 
took  up  his  residence  with  one  of  them, and  worked 
for  him  a  year;  and  then  with  the  money  he  had 
earned,  and  *|50  which  he  had  when  he  came  here, 
he  entered  120  acres  of  Government  land.  In  the 
fall  of  1834  he  returned  to  New  Hampshire,  and 
resided  with  his  brother,  Clark  Ames,  until  the  year 
1838,  when  he  returned  to  this  State,  and  rented 
the  Kidder  sawmill,  and  continued  to  manage  it  for 
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two  years.  In  1842  he  came  to  Hudson,  and  com- 
menced to  operate  a  hotel,  and  in  that  year  he  built 
the  first  two-story  frame  house  ever  erected  in  this 
town.  In  1839  Mr.  Ames  was  desirous  of  attend- 
ing a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  Detroit,  and,  as 
there  was  no  other  means  of  travel  at  his  command, 
he  and  his  brother  set  out  on  foot,  making  the 
journey  in  three  days. 

In  1843  Mr.  Ames  gave  up  the  hotel  business 
and  opened  a  shoeshop,  and  did  custom  work, 
building  up  quite  a  trade,  and  employing  at  times 
seven  or  eight  men.  He  continued  in  that  business 
a  number  of  years,  and  made  considerable  mone}^; 
in  connection  with  this  he  operated  a  dry-goods 
store  for  about  two  years.  He  then  settled  on  the 
land  he  had  taken  up  from  the  Government  in 
1834,  and  became  actively  engaged  in  farming, 
making  many  improvements  on  his  farm,  and  so  in- 
creasing its  value  that  in  1883,  when  he  decided  to 
retire  from  active  life,  he  was  enabled  to  sell  it  at  a 
high  figure.  He  then  came  to  Hudson  and  bought 
the  place  where  he  now  resides.  It  is  very  finely 
located  within  the  city  limits,  and  comprises  five 
acres  of  land  on  which  he  has  a  commodious,  com- 
fortable dwelling  and  other  dwellings.  This  pros- 
perity has  not  b6en  attained  without  hard  work  on 
the  part  of  our  subject,  who  is  a  self-made  man. 
His  labors  have  been  directed  by  sound  common 
sense  and  wise  management,  which,  coupled  with 
the  assistance  of  his  wife,  have  been  the  sole  factors 
in  making  his  life  a  successful  one. 

Mr.  Ames  was  first  married,  Sept.  7,  1839,  to 
Susan  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Francestown,  N.  H., 
April  10,  1815.  She  became  the  mother  of  three 
children,  of  whom  one  is  nowiiving,  and  died  Dec. 
31,  1847;  her  surviving  son,  George  F.,  resides  in 
Sheridan,  Montcalm  Co.,  Mich.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  occurred  Aug.  30,  1849,  with 
Miss  Luc}^  Moon,  who  was  born  in  Niagara  May  27, 
1822.  One  child  has  been  born  of  their  union, 
Charles  R.,  who  now  resides  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Ames  met  with  a  great  affliction  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  which  occurred  on  the  20th  of  August, 
1887.  She  was  a  consistent  Christian,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  since  the  year 
1850. 

Mr.  Ames  was  in  early  life  a  Whig,  but  he  be- 
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came  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  as  soon 
as  it  was  organized,  and  from  that  day.  to  this  has 
stood  firmly  by  it,  advocating  its  measures  when 
occasion  has  offered.  He  has  been  a  constant  sub- 
scriber to  its  great  organ,  the  New  York  Tribune^ 
since  1845,  and  during  the  fort}^- three  years  that 
have  since  elapsed,  has  faithfully  perused  its  col- 
umns, gleaming  therefrom  much  that  has  profited 
him  in  his  agricultural  pursuits,  and  also  keeping 
well  informed  of  the  progress  of  events  in  the 
outside  world.  Mr.  Ames  is  held  in  the  highest 
trust  and  confidence  by  his  fellow-citizens  on  ac- 
count of  his  unswerving  integrity  of  character.  He 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Hudson  Township  for 
twelve  years,  and  tried  many  cases  during  that 
time,  and  of  the  number  appealed  not  a  decision 
of  his  was  ever  reversed. 

As  a  representative  pioneer  citizen  of  Lenawee 
County,  and  one  who  has  ^'borne  the  burden  and 
the  heat  of  the  day,"  we  have  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting a  portrait  of  Mr.  Ames  in  connection  with 
this  biographical  notice. 

^^^  TEPHEN  C.  LOMBARD.  The  stock-rais- 
^^^^  ing  interests  of  Rollin  Township  are  well 
(U/^  represented  by  this  gentleman  at  his  fine 
farm  on  section  4,  and  to  this  department 
of  agriculture  he  has  given  the  study  and  the  labor 
of  years  with  excellent  results.  It  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  he  has  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  the 
western  part  of  Lenawee  County,  the  land  being 
thoroughly  cultivated  and  supplied  with  a  hand- 
some and  substantial  set  of  buildings.  Mr.  Lom- 
bard has  taken  great  pains  in  the  embellishment  of 
his  homestead,  and  ranks  among  the  representative 
men  whose  forefathers  migrated  from  New  En- 
gland in  the  early  days,  and  the  traces  of  whose 
footprints  exist  all  the  way  from  the  Atlantic 
Coast  to  the  Mississippi. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  25,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Lewis  Lombard,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  born  in  1798.  The 
latter  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  Empire  State 
when  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age,  and  remained  a 
resident  there  until  1859.     He  then  cast  his  lot  with 
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the  pioneers  of  Southern  Michii>nn,  purchMsin<>  ir)2 
acres  of  land  in  liollin  Township,  bnt  he  did  not 
live  to  carry  out  his  plans,  his  death  occurring-  six 
months  after  his  arrival  here,  when  sixty-one  years 
old.  He  married,  while  a  resident  of  New  York 
State,  Miss  Phi lura  Cheesbrough,  a  native  of  Che- 
nango County,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  of  whom  only  two  are  living,  namely  : 
Stephen  C,  of  this  sketch,  and  Edward  R.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Eaton  County,  Mich.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a  Major  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  w^hile  the  maternal  grandfather  served 
also  as  a  private  in  that  struggle,  and  spent  some 
years  as  a  sailor.  He  also  participated  in  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  and  was  captured  at  Guadalupe, 
Mex.,  after  he  had  migrated  to  the  Southwest  and 
enlisted  as  a  soldier. 

Mr.  Lombard  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
initil  reaching  his  twenty-ninth  year,  in  the  mean- 
time learning  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  but  mostly 
following  farm  pursuits.  He  preceded  his  father  to 
this  county,  purchasing  the  land  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies, and  where  he  has  given  his  best  years  of 
labor  in  building  up  a  homestead.  He  was  mar- 
ried, Oct.  27,  1858,  to  a  lady  of  his  own  count}^  in 
New  York,  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Silas  and 
Hannah  (Snedeker)  Richardson,  who  was  born 
March  20,  1835.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  L.  were  na- 
tives of  New  York,  and  the  mother  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Ontario  County,  that  State,  when  for- 
ty-nine years  of  age.  The  father  is  still  living,  and 
occupies  the  land  which  his  father  took  up  from  the 
Government  when  first  coming  here  in  1802;  he  is 
in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  and  is  still  hale  and  heart3^ 
The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lombard  and  one  of  her 
uncles  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  pa- 
rental household  included  two  children.  Her 
brother  served  in  the  Rebellion,  and  after  the  war 
remained  in  A^irginia,  where  he  died  in  1872. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lombard  are  re- 
corded as  follows :  Charles  was  born  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship, Dec.  5,  1859,  and  died  Nov.  11,  1863;  Harry 
was  born  April  18,  1862,  married  Miss  Katie  A. 
Jenkins,  and  is  farming  in  Rollin  Township;  his  vvife 
is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born  Aug.  26, 
1860.  ^  Albert  G.  was  born  Sept.  24,  1 864,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Florence,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances 


Rogers,  of  AVoodstock  Township;  he  is  proprietor 
of  a  good  farm  adjacent  to  his  father's  homestead. 
Edward  A.  was  born  Oct.  14,  1866,  and  continues 
at  home  with  his  parents;  E.  Grace  was  born  Jan. 
19,  1 869,  and  is  teaching  in  Addison.  The  children 
have  all  received  a  good  education,  and  are  well 
fitted  for  their  future  station  in  life  as  the  offspring 
of  a  representative  citizen  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Lombard  makes  a  specialty  of  sheep-raising, 
having  some  fine  specimens  of  American  Merino  reg- 
istered in  the  herd-book  of  Michigan  and  Vermont, 
and  takes  the  lead  in  this  industry  in  this  county. 
He  has  expended  hundreds  of  dollars,  and  in  1877 
sent  to  Vermont,  selecting  quite  a  number  from  one 
of  the  finest  flocks  in  Middlebury,  Addison  County, 
that  State ;  his  son  Llarry  is  also  dealing  in  the  same 
class  of  stock. 

Mr.  Lombard  put  up  his  present  handsome  dwell- 
ing in  1876,  and  has  gradually  added  all  the  out- 
buildings required  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
his  various  farm  interests.  Politically  he  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  has  filled  the  minor  oflfices  of 
his  township,  besides  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  a  number  of  years.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
Lodge  No.  157,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Addison.  Mr.  L. 
has  living  with  him  two  of  his  father's  brothers, 
Harry  T.  and  Samuel  H.,  aged  eighty-four  and 
eight}^  years,  respectively. 

As  illustrative  of  the  homesteads  of  Lenawee 
County,  so  commodious  and  tasteful,  in  contrast 
with  the  log  cabin  of  the  pioneer  settler,  we  are 
pleased  to  present  on  another  page  of  this  Album 
a  view  of  Mr.  Lombard's  residence  with  its  environ- 
ments. 


)P:NJAMIN  REASONER,  of  Medina  Town- 
ship, over  whose  head  the  snows  of  eighty 
winters  have  passed,  still  maintains  his  resi- 
dence upon  the  quarter  section  of  land 
which  he  took  up  over  fifty  years  ago.  His  farm 
entire  comprises  350  acres  of  land  with  substantial 
improvements,  and  the  soil  brought  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lenawee 
County,  Grandfather  Reasoner  is  held  in  peculiar 
respect,  which  feeling  has  been  greatly  augmented 
by  his  excellent  qualities  as  a  man   and  a  citizen. 
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He  is  now  practical!}^  retired  from  active  labor,  and 
surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends,  and  all  the  other 
comforts  of  life,  is  spending  his  declining  days  in 
the  ease  to  which  he  is  so  amply  entitled. 

Mr.  Reasoner,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  N. 
Y.,  was  born  Oct.  15,  1807,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob 
and  Hannah  (Acker)  Reasoner,  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  the  father  of  Dutchess  County,  and 
the  mother  of  Schoharie  County.  The  parents  con- 
tinued in  their  native  State  after  their  marriage  un- 
til the  death  of  the  mother  in  1843.  The  household 
included  fourteen  children,  six  sons  and  eight  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Benjamin  was  the  seventh.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife,  Jacob  Reasoner  made  his  home 
with  his  children,  and  died  at  the  home  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  in  Medina  Township.  Benjamin 
and  his  brother  Bradley  B.,  are  the  only  two  surviv- 
ing members  of  the  family,  and  the  latter  is  now  a 
resident  of  Mills  County,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Reasoner  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on 
the  farm  of  his  father  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  received  a  limited  education,  but  was 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy  and  be- 
came familiar  with  the  various  employments  of  the 
farm.  In  the  meantime  he  had  elected  to  follow 
the  calling  of  his  father  before  him,  and  after  ar- 
ranging his  plans  for  the  maintenance  of  a  family, 
was  married,  July  11,  1830,  before  reaching  his 
twenty-third  birthday,  to  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Zilpah  (Eddy)  Round,  who  were  at  that 
time  residents  of  New  York.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
R.  were  natives  of  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  where  they 
were  married  and  continued  to  live  for  fifteen  years 
afterward.  Thence  they  removed  to  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  mother  died  the  year  fol- 
lowing. Mr.  Round  then  came  to  Michigan,  and  in 
1850  settled  in  Adrian,  of  which  he  was  a  resident 
for  twenty  years,  and  where  his  death  took  place  in 
1870.  The  parental  family  comprised  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Reasoner  was 
the  eldest.  In  common  with  her  brothers  and  sis- 
ters she  received  her  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  continued  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 
The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reasoner  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Guelma  and  Jacob  are  de- 
ceased; Martha  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Craig  of  this 
county,  and  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely: 


Osemus,  Diana,  Edmund  and  Edwin.  Lettie  died 
when  about  four  years  of  age;  Maria  is  the  wife  of 
Jerry  Rice,  and  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely : 
Bradley  D.,  Viola  Adelia,  Charlotte  G.  and  Jerry 
E. ;  this  daughter  lives  with  her  parents.  Benjamin 
is  a  resident  of  Otsego  County,  this  State ;  James 
married  Miss  Melissa  A.  Kimis,  and  they  have  three 
children — George  B.,  James  II.  and  Ruel  D.  Chloe 
is  the  wife  of  Henry  Law,  of  Vermont;  Francis 
married  Miss  Ellen  Nye,  and  lives  in  Medina  Town- 
ship; they  have  one  child,  a  son,  Leon.  Mary  M. 
is  the  wife  of  William  Walker,  of  Medina  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Reasoner  politically,  votes  for  principles,  not 
men,  and  the  principles  he  advocates  are  those 
usually  enunciated  by  the  Democratic?  party.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  honored  old  patriots  of  the 
War  of  1812,  and  the  family  have  abounded  in 
honest  men  and  virtuous  women. 
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\f  OHNW.  ALLEN,  familiarly  knowp  as  the 
son  of  Stephen  Allen,  whose  biogfaphy  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  Album,  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  18,  1830,  and 
was  but  five  years  old  when  his  father  came  to  this 
county.  He  was  a  remarkably  bright  and  interest- 
ing child,  and  possessed  some  traits  of  character 
which  distinguished  him  from  others  of  his  age. 
His  father's  family  made  the  journey  from  New 
York  to  Michigan  after  the  manner  of  the  emigrants 
of  those  daj^s,  much  of  the  way  overland  by  teams. 
After  they  had  reached  Genesee  County,  John  W. 
got  out  of  the  wagon,  and  putting  his  hands  in  his 
pockets,  declared  he  was  going  to  return,  as  the 
prospect  before  him  was  by  no  means  agreeable. 
He  was  finally  '^persuaded,"  however,  to  resume  his 
journey  with  the  family,  and  feels  at  the  present 
time  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  moves  he  ever 
made.  • 

Stephen  Allen,  upon  reaching  this  county,  located 
with  his  family  in  Madison  Township,  where  John 
W.,  our  subject,  with  the  exception  of  a  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  time  spent  in  finishing  his  education, 
has  since  resided.  He  pursued  his  first  studies  in 
the  district  school,  and   after  completing  them  at 
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the  higher  schools  of  the  county,  started  for  the 
Pacific  Slope,  in  September,  1851,  viti  the  Isthmus. 
Upon  reaching  California,  he  entered  the  mines,  and 
for  three  years  employed  himself  in  searching  for 
the  3^ellow  ore,  meeting  with  fair  success.  He  re- 
turned in  1854,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Madison  Township,  to  which  he  afterward  added 
ninety  acres  of  the  original  homestead,  and  has 
since  been  industriously  engaged  in  its  cultivation. 
Upon  this  there  were  few  improvements,  none  of 
any  value,  and  in  looking  upon  the  handsome  home- 
stead which  is  conspicuous  on  account  of  its  taste- 
ful buildings,  and  its  general  air  of  comfort  and 
plenty,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that  much  labor,  time 
and  money  have  been  expended.  The  farm  is  well 
stocked  with  good  grades  of  the  domestic  animals, 
while  there  is  a  fine  orchard,  with  fruit  and  shade 
trees  around  the  residence,  and  the  premises  gener- 
ally indicate  the  supervision  of  a  thorough  and  skill- 
ful farmer,  who,  while  tilling  the  soil  has  not  neg- 
lected the  embellishment  of  the  home. 

Mr.  Allen  was  first  married,  in  April,  1862,  to 
Miss  Martha  Ten  Brook,  who  was  born  in  this 
county.  She  remained  the  companion  of  her  hus- 
band less  than  six  months,  her  death  taking  place  at 
their  home  in  Madison  Township,  in  October  fol- 
lowing their  marriage.  Mr.  Allen  was  wedded  a 
second  time,  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  11, 
1865,  to  Miss  Mary  Van  Duyn,  w^ho  was  born  in 
that  county,  March  28,  1837.  They  have  one  child 
only,  a  son,  William  W.  S.,  who  was  born  Nov.  16, 
1869,  and  continues  at  home  with  his  parents.  Mr. 
Allen  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Winfield 
Scott,  and  has  since  continued  an  ardent  supporter 
of  Republican  principles. 


^ATHAN  A.  BAILEY,  a  native  of  this 
county,  was  born  May  20,  1840,  and  occu- 
ll\M^  pies  his  father's  old  homestead  on  section  3, 
in  Adrian  Township.  The  latter.  Paschal  D.  Bailey, 
a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y..  came  to  the 
West  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  with  the  other  men 
of  that  period  distinguished  himself  as  a  hard- 
working and  enter[)rising  citizen,  who  built  up  a 


good  homestead,  and  in  all  respects  acquitted  him- 
self as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  He  was 
married,  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Rowley,  a  native  of  that  place. 

The  subject  of  this  history  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  after  the  manner  of  the  sons  of  pioneers, 
and  was  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy. 
He  attended  the  district  school  and  made  himself 
useful  about  the  homestead  until  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, and  was  thereafter  variously  employed  for 
four  or  five  years.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1868, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Mapes, 
wdio  was  born  in  Franklin  Township,  May  25,  1846. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Bailey,  Wilson  Mapes  by  name, 
came  to  Lenawee  County  during  his  early  manhood, 
and  carried  on  farming  until  resting  from  his 
earthly  labors.  He  spent  his  last  days  in  Manistee, 
his  death  taking  place  April  14,  1879,  Avhen  he  was 
sixty-nine  years  old.  The  mother  had  died  when 
a  young  woman  thirty-three  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Baile}^  after  his  marriage  settled  upon  a  tract 
of  thirty  acres  in  Adrian  Township,  where  he  op- 
erated three  years  with  good  results,  and  then  pur- 
chased eighty-five  acres  in  Franklin  Township, 
which  he  occupied  six  years  and  upon  which  he 
made  good  improvements.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time  he  sold  this  property  and  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  his  father's  estate  of 
120  ncres,  which  he  has  since  occupied.  The  farm 
of  our  subject  w^as  originally  land  entered  from  the 
Government  by  Paschal  D.  Bailey,  while  Michigan 
was  yet  a  Territory.  Through  a  process  of  careful 
cultivation  it  has  become  very  valuable ;  on  another 
page  in  this  work  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Bailey's 
homestead.  The  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  highly  respected  in  Lenawee  County.  Our 
subject  usually  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
although  reserving  the  right  to  support  the  man 
whom  he  considers  best  qualified  to  serve  the  in- 
terests of  the  people. 

The  parental  family  included  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Caroline  married  Eli 
Havens,  and  is  now  a  widow,  residing  in  this  town- 
ship; Elnora  married  Robert  Sloan,  of  Adrian 
Township ;  Herman  Bailey  is  a  resident  of  Franklin 
Township.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey 
were    born  as  follows:     Mary   A.,  July    15,   1870; 
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Myrtie  E.,  June  22,  1872,  and  Arthur  N.,  Jan.  13, 
1874.  They  are  being  well  educated,  and  are  all 
at  home  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Bailey  had  three 
brothers  in  the  Civil  War,  where  two  were  wounded 
and  one  killed;  her  grandfather,  Isaiah  Mapes,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 


^  l^ILLIAM  WEATHERBY.  The  subject  of 
\/iJ//  ^^^^  biography  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers 
W^  of  Michigan  Territory  in  1831.  He  was 
then  eighteen  years  old  and  the  support  of  his  aged 
parents,  whom  he  brought  with  him  Jbo  the  western 
wilds  and  toward  whom  he  performed  the  part  of  a 
tender  and  affectionate  son  until  they  no  longer 
needed  his  filial  offices.  He  located  on  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  9  in  Fairfield  Township,  at  a 
time  when  the  country  around  was  an  untrodden 
wilderness,  there  being  only  an  Indian  trail  from 
the  main  road  through  the  woods  to  his  land.  He 
was  obliged  to  cut  a  road  about  two  and  one-half 
miles  through  the  timber  to  get  his  wagon  through. 
He  put  up  a  log  shantj^  installed  his  mother  and 
sisters  as  housekeepers,  and  prepared  to  do  battle 
with  the  difficulties  which  would  naturally  arise  in 
his  path. 

This  was  just  before  the   outbreak  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  and    Indians   occasionally   came  along 
requesting  to  stay  all  night;  they   were  usually  put 
off  in  a  friendly   manner  with  some  fitting  excuse. 
William   Weatherby  about  that  time,   with   others, 
w^as  warned  to  appear  at  Adrian  equipped   for  war, 
but  an  attack  of  ague  rendered  him  ineligible,  much 
to  the  relief  of   his  mother  and  sisters.     The  pio- 
neer   family     struggled    along    making    reasonable 
headway,   Mr.   Weatherby  felling  the  timber,   pre- 
paring the  soil  for  cultivation,  and  adding  to  the 
home  in   the  forest  the  little  comforts  and  conven- 
iences  which  his  thoughtful  care  suggested    from 
time   to  time.     The  even  tenor  of  their  lives  was 
broken  in  upon  by  th(^  marriage  of  Mr.  Weatherby 
and  Miss  Sarah  C.  Carpenter,  which  was  celebrated 
at  the  home  of  the  bride,    Dec.    31,    1835.     The 
new  family  thus  established  continued  with  the  old, 
and  Mr.  Weatherby  was  prospered   in  liis  labors  of 
tilling  the  soil  and  accumulating  somethinof  for  a 


rainy  day.  He  added  to  his  first  purchase  of  land 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  260  acres,  all 
cleared  and  provided  with  good  buildings,  which 
he  still  owns.  In  1871  the  house  was  destroyed 
b}"  fire,  wath  nearly  all  its  contents,  but  the  year 
following  Mr.  Weatherby  put  up  a  new  and  better 
one,  and  in  the  spring  of  1878  purchased  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  18  in  Fairfield  Township, 
of  which  he  took  possession,  leaving  his  foster  son, 
William  W.  Wyman,  in  possession  of  the  original 
farm.  Here  he  still  resides,  and  now  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years  is  regarded  Avith  peculiar  respect 
and  veneration  by  the  people  among  whom  he  has 
lived  for  over  half  a  century. 

Mr.  Weatherby  was  the  first  man  to  own  sheep 
in  the  township  of  Fairfield,  and  his  wife  spun, 
wove  and  made  into  cloth  the  first  wool  manufact- 
ured there.  His  flock  of  sheep  was  twice  destroyed 
by  wolves,  with  the  exception  of  an  old  ewe,  the 
pioneer  sheep  of  the  county,  which  both  times  es- 
caped and  afterward  raised  five  lambs  in  thirteen 
months.  She  was  subsequently  taken  to  Seneca 
Township,  where  she  wa^  again  a  pioneer  and  re- 
plenished her  kind,  living  to  a  happy  old  age.  The 
settlers,  in  spite  of  their  hardships  and  toils,  man- 
aged to  sandwich  in  a  good  many  pleasures,  not  the 
least  of  which  were  deer  hunts  and  the  capture  of 
other  game.  Mr.  Weatherby  possessed  a  remark- 
able dog  wiiich,  for  courage  and  persistence,  was  not 
equaled  in  that  section  of  country,  and  was  the  hero 
of  many  thrilling  events. 

William  Weatherby  was  born  in  Manchester, 
Bennington  Co.,  Yt.,  July  21,  1813,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  Weatherby,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  born  July  22,  1769.  The  father  con- 
tinued in  the  Bay  State  for  a  period  of  thirty-six 
years,  then  removed  to  Bennington  County,  Yt., 
with  his  family,  and  purchased  a  farm  which  he  oc- 
cupied until  1823.  Thence  he  migrated  to  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  eight  years  later  came  to  Fair- 
field Township,  this  county,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred at  the  home  of  his  son,  our  subject,  Aug.  19, 
1835.  He  had  married,  Dec.  8,  1797,  Miss  Relief 
Miller,  of  Marlboro,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  William,  of  our  sketch,  being  tlie  young- 
est of  six  sons.  Mrs.  Relief  Weatherby  was  ])orn 
in  Marlboro,  Feb,  20,  1775,  and  passed  away  abou^, 
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one  month  before  the  decease  of   her  husband,  in 
p'airfield  Township,  July  18,  1835. 

Mrs.  Sarah  C.  \¥eatherby,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Shelby,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
10,  1815,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ekler  James  and 
Catherine  Carpenter,  natives  of  New  York,  who 
si)ent  their  last  years  in  Fairfield  Township  on  sec- 
tion 18.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  had  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  adopted  a  boy,  William  W.,  son 
of  Parker  and  Asenath  (Carpenter)  Wyman,  to 
whom  the,y  performed  the  part  of  kind  and  affec- 
tionate parents,  educating  him  and  giving  him  a 
good  start  in  life.  Mr.  Wjanan  was  born  Feb.  1, 
1844,  and  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  at  the 
Weatherby  homestead.  He  was  married,  July  3, 
1865,  in  Fairfield,  to  Miss  Salina,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Sally  (Baker)  DeLand,  who  was  born  in 
F'airfield  Township,  Aug.  13,  1847.  They  settled 
on  the  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Weatherby,  where 
Mr.  Wyman  died  March  31,  1880.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  of  Avhom  two,  Cora  S.  and 
Delight,  died  at  the  ages  of  twelve  and  five  years 
respectively.  Those  snrviving  are  Laura  A.,  who 
married  George  B.  Schomp,  and  lives  in  Fairfield 
Township,  and  Blond  and  Warren  B.,  who  continue 
on  the  homestead  with  their  mother. 


LONZO  FOSTER  BIXBY,  the  subject  of 
fli    this  sketch,  was  born  in  Batavia,   Genesee 
County,   New   York,  July    6,    1819.     His 
(@^'  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Bixby,  a  res- 

ident of  Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Sutton,  Worces- 
ter County,  in  the  year  1712,  and  was  the  first 
white  male  child  born  in  that  town.  He  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninetj^-seven  years,  and  his  wife, 
Anna  (Chase)  Bixb3^  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  four.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  JNIr.  Bixb}^ 
Abel  Foster,  was  also  a  resident  of  Massachusetts, 
and  born  in  17()1).  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Tucker, 
and  both  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  surrounded  by  a 
large  and  unusually  prosperous  family. 

David  Bixby,  the  father  of  Alonzo,  was  born  in 
Sutton,  Massachusetts,  in  1783,  and  his  mother, 
Laura  (Foster)  Bixby,  in  1795.  They  were  mar- 
ried April  9,  1811,  and  resided  some  years  after- 
ward in  Charlton,  Massachusetts,  where  Mr.   Bixl)y 


was  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  In  1815  the}' 
removed  to  the  State  of  Nevv  Y^ork,  where  the^' 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1827,  when  they  took  up 
their  residence  in  Adrian,  this  county,  during  the 
period  of  its  early  settlement.  Mr.  Bixby  pur- 
chased of  the  Government  a  tract  of  120  acres  of 
land,  where  he  resided  with  his  family  until  1853. 
Me  then  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life  and 
took  possession  of  a  pleasant  home  in  the  cit}^ 
vvhere  he  continued  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  January,  1865.  Mr. 
Bixby  had  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  and  during  the  long  period  of  his  life 
had  ranked  among  the  highly  esteemed  and  honored 
men  of  his  community.  Mrs.  I^aura  Bixby  con- 
tinued to  occupy  the  family  residence  after  the 
decease  of  her  husband  until  she  passed  away,  April 
1  2,  1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She  was 
a  remarkably  genial  and  well-beloved  lady,  and  her 
name  is  held  in  tender  remembrance  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  the  only  son 
of  his  parents,  with  whom  he  remained  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  Then  an  earnest  desire  for  a 
liberal  education  induced  him  to  leave  the  farm  and 
enter  upon  a  course  of  study,  which  he  pursued  at 
Granville  and  in  the  Western  Reserve  College,  at 
Hudson,  Ohio.  Later  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
l>aker  &  Millard,  in  Adrian,  and  in  1843,  after  a 
most  satisfactory  examination,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  JNIr.  Bixby  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  in  Canandaigua,  Michigan,  but 
after  a  few  months  failing  health  from  an  affection 
of  the  lungs  compelled  him  to  seek  a  warmer  cli- 
mate, and  he  took  up  his  residence  in  La  Grange, 
Texas.  Border  troubles,  terminating  in  the  Mex- 
ican War,  agitated  the  country,  and  he  became  one 
of  the  renowned  Texan  Rangers,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Monterey,  and  enduring  much  hard- 
ship and  suffering.  He  returned  to  Adrian  in  the 
fall  of  1846,  and  opening  an  office  resumed  the 
practice  of  law  in  his  boyhood  home. 

In  1850  Mr.  Bixby  was  elected  Prosecuti^ig  At- 
torney of  Lenawee  County,  running  far  ahead  of 
his  ticket.  He  continued  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  the  last  illness  which  terminated  in  his 
death,   April    18,    1870.     Me    had    maintained   the 


f 


I 


-#^ 


4 


1022 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


position  of  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar, 
and  was  a  man  of  strong  and  positive  character, 
but  with  a  genial  and  kindly  natnre  that  secured 
him  warm  and  lasting  friends.  He  was  a  kind  son, 
a  tender  husband,  a  fond,  indulgent  father,  an 
obliging  neighbor,  a  fast  friend,  a  good  citizen,  an 
able  lawyer,  with  integrity  unquestioned,  and  his 
loss  was  deeply  mourned.  He  left  to  his  children 
a  rich  legacy,  ''a  good  name,  which  is  better  than 
great  riches."  Resolutions  of  respect  were  passed 
by  the  Masonic  order,  of  which  he  was  a  worthy 
member,  and  the  legal  fraternity,  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
brethren  and  associates. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1851,  Mr.  Bixby  was 
married  to  Miss  Emma  L.  Keeney,  who  was  born 
in  Le  Roy,  Genesee  County,  New  York,  October 
6,  1824,  and  was  the  youngest  child  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Bishop)  Keeney.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  New  London  County,  Connecticut,  and  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Le  Roy,  her  father 
being  a  farmer  near  that  beautiful  village.  Mrs. 
Bixby  was  educated  at  the  Le  Roy  Female  Semi- 
nary, now  Ingham  University,  from  which  institu- 
tion she  was  graduated  in  1845.  She  soon  afterward 
accompanied  a  sister  to  her  home  in  Adrian,  and 
subsequently  engaged  in  teaching,  always  occupy- 
ing a  high  position.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  has  lived  at  the  old  homestead  in  Adrian. 

Mrs.  Bixby  is  a  lady  of  genial  nature,  public- 
spirited  and  possessing  great  energy,  and  much  of 
her  time  and  efforts  have  been  given  to  works  of 
public  interest,  while  no  home  duties  have  been  left 
undone.  She  has  been  President  of  the  Ladies' 
Library  Association,  of  Adrian,  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  1868.  By  a  vote  of  the  association  she 
was  appointed,  with  Mrs.  Andrew  Howell,  to  com- 
pile a  history  of  the  various  Ladies'  Library  Asso- 
ciations of  the  State.  This  was  successfully  accom- 
plished, and  a  volume  placed  in  the  woman's 
department  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  1876.  Mrs.  Bixby  was  also  Secretary 
of  the. Michigan  Orphan  Asylum  Association  for 
some  years,  until  by  act  of  Legislature  it  became  a 
State  institution.  She  has  been  active  in  other  I 
benevolent  movements,  and  is  generally  acknowl-  I 
edged  a  lady  of  culture  and  worth.  j 
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Four  children  survived  Mr.  Bixby — David  A., 
born  September  24,  1854;  William  K.,  January  2, 
1857;  Minnie  E.,  October  16,  1858;  and  Fred  F., 
August  9,  1866.  One  son,  George  Spofford,  born 
April  23,  1863,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and 
three  months.  David  Alonzo  Bixby  graduated  in 
the  Adrian  High  School,  in  1870,  and  also  in  the 
literary  department  of  Michigan  University  in  the 
year  1875.  He  read  law  for  a  time  in  Adrian,  and 
was  soon  elected  City  Recorder,  being  three  times 
re-elected  to  the  same  office.  He  served  as  Repre- 
sentative in  the  Legislature  during  the  session  of 
1883,  and  has  held  other  positions,  elective  and  ap- 
pointive. In  the  fall  of  1884  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  County  Clerk,  and  was  the  only  Demo- 
cratic clerk  ever  elected  in  the  county.  Few  young 
men  of  Mr.  Bixby's  years  have  held  such  important 
positions  as  acceptably. 

William  Keeney  Bixby  was  also  a  graduate  of 
the  Adrian  High  School,  a  member  of  the  class  of 

1873.  His  preferences  not  running  in  the  direction 
of  a  college  course,  and  there  being  no  desirable 
opening  in  Michigan,  he  left   home   in   the  fall  of 

1874,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  for  Texas.  He  soon 
secured  a  position  as  railway  baggage  agent  and 
w^as  gradually  promoted  until  he  became  general 
baggage  agent  of  the  International  &  Great  North- 
ern and  Texas  &  Pacific  lines  of  railway.  In  June, 
1881,  he  was  married,  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to 
Miss  Lillian  B.  Tuttle,  a  native  of  P^astern  New 
York,  and  a  lady  of  most  sterling  worth.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year,  on  the  consoKdation  of  the 
Gould  system  and  removal  of  all  general  offices  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  he  also  removed  thither,  being 
placed  in  charge  of  the  stationary  department  of 
that  system.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he  resigned 
this  position  for  that  of  supply  agent  of  the  Mis- 
souri Car  and  Foundry  Company,  was  soon  after 
elected  Secretary,  and  is  now  Vice  President  of 
this  company  and  also  of  the  Kansas  City  Car  and 
Foundry  Company.  Two  bright  little  children, 
Master  Sidney  Tuttle  Bixby  and  Miss  Emma  Stew- 
art Bixby,  add  joy  to  a  happy  home. 

Miss  Minnie  E.  Bixby  was  also  a  graduate  of 
Adrian  High  School,  of  the  class  of  1874,  and  a 
student  at  Ingham  University,  Le  Roy,  New  York, 
for  one  year.     In  1882  she  was  married  to  William     • 
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Holland  Samson,  a  journalist  of  marked  ability,  and 
removed  at  once  to  Rochester,  New  York,  where 
she  still  resides.  One  son,  Russell  Alonzo,  born 
September  2G,  1887,  with  her  home  duties  employs 
her  time  and  attention. 

Fred  Foster  Bixby  having  nearly  completed  the 
course  of  study  in  the  Adrian  High  School,  in  the 
fall  of  1882  took  a  position  with  his  brother,  W. 
K.,  at  St.  Louis,  in  the  stationary  department  of  the 
JNlissouri  Pacific  Railway  Company.  He  is  at  this 
time  in  Dallas,  Texas,  with  the  Texas  &  Pacific 
Railroad  stationary  department,  a  responsible  post 
for  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  and  the  posi- 
tion is  most  creditably  filled. 
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ILLIAM  ANDERSON,  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  of  Madison  Township, 

9"%'  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 30,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  provided  with  neat  and  substantial  farm  build- 
ings. Mr.  Anderson  has  spent  nearly  his  entire  life 
in  this  section  of  country,  and  was  born  in  the 
township  where  he  now  lives  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember,  1  844.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits, 
and  with  the  exception  of  six  months  spent  in  Ful- 
ton County,  Ohio,  has  been  a  continuous  resident 
near  the  home  of  his  childhood. 

Mr.  Anderson  when  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 
self chose  for  his  wife  one  of  the  maidens  of  Fair- 
field Township,  Miss  Nancy  Abbott,  to  whom  he 
was  married  on  the  6th  of  April,  1876,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride.  Soon  after- 
ward the  3^oung  people  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land 
in  Seneca  Township,  which  Mr.  Anderson  had  pur- 
(*hased  and  which  they  occupied  three  years.  Then, 
believing  that  he  could  better  himself,  our  subject 
removed  across  the  line  into  Dover  Township,*  upon 
rented  land,  which  he  occupied  one  year,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1880  found  himself  with  sufficient  capi- 
tal to  make  his  first  purchase  of  160  acres,  which 
now  comprises  his  present  farm  ;  the  rest  of  his  land 
lies  elsewhere  in  the  county.  The  improvements 
on  his  homestead  have  been  effected  by  himself 
mostly,  as  there  were  no  buildings  of  any  value 
upon  the  land  when  he  took  possession  of  it.     The 
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premises  now  present  the  picture  of  comfort  and 
plenty,  which  is  so  pleasant  to  the  eye  and  indica- 
sive  of  taste  and  industry.  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  gen- 
tleman greatly  respected  among  his  neighbors,  quiet 
and  unobtrusive  in  his  manner,  interested  in  the 
various  enterprises  tending  to  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, and  uniformly  votes  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Fairfield 
Township,  Ai)ril  8,  1852,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Lavina  (Stuck)  Abbott,  natives  of 
New  York,  whence  they  removed  to  Michigan 
about  1846,  and  settled  in  Fairfield  Township,  where 
the  father  followed  farming,  and  where  his  death 
took  place  in  1856.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Weston.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ander- 
son became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom 
one,  Florence,  died  in  infancy.  Those  surviving 
are:  Webster  S.,  Lavern  W.,  John  and  Frederick, 
and  they  all  live  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Almyra 
(Griffith)  Anderson,  the  father  of  Scotch  birth  and 
ancestry, .  an d  the  mother  a  native  of  New  York 
State.  John  C.  Anderson  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
early  life  and  took  up  his  residence  in  New  York 
State,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  whence  he 
removed,  before  his  marriage,  to  the  West,  settling 
in  Madison  Township,  this  county,  and  thence  re- 
moving to  Adrian  Township,  where  the  mother 
died.  The  father  subsequently  removed  to  Fulton 
Count\^,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  last  years,  his 
death  taking  place  about  1861.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  seven  children,  of  whom  William, 
our  subject,  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 


jEORGE  FREDERICK  HARSH,  formerly 
a  resident  of  Ogden  Township,  was  born  in 
Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  in  the  year  1823. 
His  grandfather  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Preston 
County,  which  was  at  that  early  day  included  in 
Randolph  County  and  formed  a  part  of  the  State 
of  Virginia.  He  settled  near  the  present  site  of 
the  village  of  Aurora,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith,  which  he  carried  on  there  until  the  day 
of  his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Frederick  Harsh,  was 
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a   native   of   Virginia.     After   his    marriage   with 
Sarah  Ballard,  likewise  a  Virginian,  he  settled  two 
and  one-half  miles  from  Aurora,  and   reclaimed  a 
tract  of  land  from  the  forest,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death.     To  him  and   his  wife  were  born 
twelve  children,  of  whom  George  F.  was  the  only 
one   who   ever  located    in    this    county.     He   was 
reared   on    his   father's    homestead,    and    actively 
assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  as  soon  as  he  be- 
came old  enough.     At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
bought    160  acres  of  timber  land,  two  miles  from 
his    father's   farm,    building     a    log  house    on   his 
land,  and  in  that  humble  abode  the  newly  married 
young  couple  commenced  life  together.     Mr.  Harsh 
was  active  and  industrious,  and  before  many  years 
had  cleared  quite  a  tract  of  his  land,  though  a  large 
part  was  too  rough  for  cultivation.      At  the  close  of 
the  war  times  were  very  hard    in   that  part  of  the 
countrjs  and  prospects  were  not  very  encouraging, 
so    Mr.    Harsh    resolved    to    make    a    change,   and 
accordingly  he  sold  his   farm  in  West  Virginia  for 
*  1,000.     He  then  came  to  Michigan,  and  in  Ogden 
Township  bought  110  acres  of  land,  included  in  the 
present    farm,  for  which    he    paid   $1,800.     There 
were  about  ten  acres  cleared,  on  which  were  a  log 
stable  and  a  vacant  school-house,   which  latter  he 
utilized  as  a  dwelling,  and   it  remained  his   home 
until   his    death.     After    he    had    established    his 
family  comfortably  in  their  new  home   he  actively 
commenced   the  clearing   and    cultivation    of    his 
farm,  but  before  he  had  accomphshed  all  that  he 
ambitiously  hoped  to  do  in  the   improvement   of 
his    farm,    his   useful    career     was    cut    short  by 
death,  in  February,  1870,  when  he  was  yet   in  the 
prime  of  life.     In  the  few  years   that  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  Ogden   Township  he  had   gained   the 
respect  of  the  people  among  whom  he  had   made 
his    home^  as    a  good    man    and    a   useful  citizen. 
After   his    death   his    widow,    a    woman   of  much 
business  ability  and  tact,  took  charge  of  the  farm, 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  her  children,  continued 
the   improvement   which    her   husband   had  begun, 
and  has  earned  the  reputation  of  a  very  successful 
manager.     The  greater    part    of  the    land   is    now 
improved  and  well  cultivated,  and  she   has  erected 
a  line  set  of  buildings,  ranking  with  the  best  in  the 
township.     Elsewhere   in   this  volume  is  shown  a 


view  of  Mrs.  Harsh's  homestead  and  its  surround- 
ings, as  typical  of  the  buildings  in  this  section  of 
country. 

Mrs.  Harsh,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann  Salome 
Rudolph,  was  born  in  Preston  County,  Va.,  Aug.  2, 
1830.  Of  her  union  with  her  husband  ten  children 
were  born,  namely:  J.  Luther  and  John  G.,  living 
in  Ogden  Township;  Sarah  P.,  the  wife  of  M.  L. 
Wilt,  of  Palmyra  Township,  and  Emma  E.,  wife  of 
Jesse  Foglesong,  of  Ogden  Township;  Jesse  W., 
living  in  Ogden  Township,  and  Martha  R.,  Lj^dia 
A.  and  Burton  F.,  at  home  with  their  mother; 
Lcnard  C.  and  Anngeletta  E.  are  both  deceased. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Harsh,  Peter  Rudolph, 
was  a  native  of  West  Virginia  and  an  early  settler 
of  Preston  County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of 
timbered  land  two  miles  southeast  of  the  present 
site  of  Aurora,  and  cleared  a  farm  and  there  died. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Harsh,  John  Rudolph,  married 
Anna  M.  Heckert,  a  native  of  Preston  County, 
W.  Va.,  and  daughter  of  Peter  Heckert,  a  pioneer 
of  that  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rudolph 
settled  on  timber  land,  two  miles  from  his  father's 
farm,  and  in  the  log  cabin  he  built  there  Mrs.  Harsh 
was  born.  Her  father  died  on  his  Virginia  farm 
which  he  had  cleared  from  the  forest,  while  her 
mother  came  to  this  county  and  spent  her  last  days 
with  her  children. 

EDWIN  CROSS,  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of 
life  and  in  the  midst  of  successful  farming- 
operations  on  100  acres  of  good  land  on 
section  15,  in  Madison  Township,  is,  in  addition  to 
general  agriculture,  giving  much  attention  to 
blooded  stock,  including  Durham  cattle  and  Po- 
land-China swine.  He  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  maintains  that  it  is  the 
best  economy  to  raise  good  grades  of  the  domestic 
animals,  as  their  care  and  keeping  cost  no  more 
and  the  returns  are  much  greater.  He  takes  pride 
in  his  farm,  his  stock,  and  especially  his  little  family, 
which  consists  of  an  amiable  and  excellent  wife  and 
one  child,  a  son,  Japheth. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Madison  Township,  this 
county,  July   20,    1840,  and   remained    under  the 
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home  roof  daring  his  boyhood  and  youth,  acquiring 
his  education  in  the  common  school.  His  parents 
were  possessed  of  but  modest  means,  and  Edwin 
started  out  early  in  life  for  himself,  leaving  the 
farm,  and  engaged  in  running  a  confectionery 
wagon  in  Lenawee  County  for  about  fifteen  years. 
He  finally  returned  to  the  farm  pursuits  with  which 
he  had  become  familiar  during  his  boyhood,  and  in 
which  he  now  takes  much  satisfaction.  He  was 
married  in  Steuben  County,  Lid.,  Jan.  1,  186G,  the 
maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Susan,  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Kellem)  Patee,  natives  of 
Delaware  and  Knox  County,  Ohio,  respectively. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Cross  located  first  in  Knox 
County,  whence  they  removed  later  to  Defiance 
County,  in  the  same  State,  and  from  there  to  Steu- 
ben County,  Lid.,  where  they  spent  their  last  days. 
The  parental  household  included  eight  children, 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  six  now  living, 
namely:  Polly,  George,  Sarah,  Susan.  Phebe  and 
William.  Those  deceased  were:  Elizabeth,  who 
died  at  thirty-three  years  of  age;  and  Samuel,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Cross  was  born  in  Defiance 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  20,  1844. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Darius  and  Lucre tia 
(Ranney)  Cross,  were  natives  of  Rowe  and  Buck- 
land,  Mass.,  wdience  they  removed  before  their 
marriage  to  this  State,  and  were  made  one  in  Mad- 
ison  Township,  this  county.  They  located  upon  a 
farm  in  this  township,  and  with  the  exception  of 
four  years  spent  in  Palmyra  Township,  here  passed 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their  family  consisted 
of  five  daughters  and  one  son,  of  whom  three  only 
are  now  living,  namely:  Ruth,  the  wife  of  George 
Cross,  of  Berry  County;  Edwin,  our  subject,  and 
Cora,  who  resides  at  home  Mr.  Cross  has  served 
as  School  Director  and  Overseer  of  Highwaj^s;  in 
politics  he  is  independent. 
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^OSEPH  W.  OSBORNE,  a  prosperous  and 
successful  young  farmer  of  Macon  Town- 
ship, owns  150  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land 
^0))'  on  section  21.  He  took  possession  of  this  in 
the  spring  of  1880,  nnd  besides  effecting  many  im- 
provements, has  provided  it  with  a   choice   assort- 


ment of  live  stock,  kept  up  the  buildings  in  good 
condition,  and  has  all  the  necessary  machinery  for 
carrying  on  agriculture  after  the  most  approved 
methcds. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
hivS  entire  life,  having  been  born  in  Macon  Town- 
I  ship,  June  21),  1849.  His  father,  William  H.  Os- 
borne, was  a  native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
and  coming  to  the  State  of  Michigan  soon  after 
his  marriage  settled  in  the  unbroken  woods  of 
Macon  Township  about  the  year  1833.  The  young 
wife  survived  her  marriage  only  a  few  years,  and 
Mr.  Osborne  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Foote,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  returned  a 
second  time  with  a  bride  to  Lenawee  County. 
This  lady  became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  of 
wiiom  Joseph  W.,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  child 
and  second  son.  The  parents,  in  1883,  removed  to 
the  village  of  Tecumseh,  and  are  spending  their  de- 
clining years  in  ease  and  comfort. 

Joseph  W.  Osborne  completed  his  education  at 
Albion  College,  and  received  careful  home  training 
from  his  excellent  parents.  One  of  the 'most  inter- 
esting events  of  his  life  was  celebrated  on  the  8th 
of  February,  1871,  Avhenhe  was  married  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  to  Miss  Helen  Hand,  a  daughter  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  Macon  Township.  She 
was  born  in  that  township,  June  10,  1849,  in  the 
same  month  and  the  same  3^etir  as  her  husband. 
Her  father,  Edward  Hand,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
built  up  a  good  home  in  Macon  Township,  where  he 
spent  his  last  years,  and  died  in  the  spring  of  1884. 
He  was  a  good  man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the 
term,  w^arml}^  interested  in  every  enterprise  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  the  people  and  build  up  the  com- 
munity, a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  politicall3%  a  Democrat 
of  the  first  water.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  son  on  the  old  farm. 

Mrs.  Osborne  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  un- 
der the  parental  roof,  and  completed  her  studies  at 
Gray  lock  Institute,  Massachusetts.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  two  children, 
Anna  M.  and  Hattie  J.,  bright  girls  of  fifteen  and 
eleven  years  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osborne, 
soon  after  their  marriage,  located  upon  their  present 
farm,  and  have  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in 
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the  township.  Neatness  and  order  pervade  the 
whole  premises,  and  give  ample  indication  of  the  re- 
fined and  cultivated  tastes  of  the  proprietor  and  his 
accomplished  wife.  They  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  O.,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket. 


lEORGE  GARLING,  pleasantly  located  on 
section  31,  in  Medina  Township,  has  under 
his  control  238  acres  of  fine  farming  land, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  handsome  residence  and  the 
various  other  farm  buildings  included  in  the  com- 
plete countrj^  home.  He  is  a  man  who  has  labored 
hard  in  the  accumulation  of  his  property,  and  one 
held  in  respect  by  his  neighbors  as  possessing  all 
the  qualifications  of  a  good  citizen.  He  was  born 
in  Germany  on  the  28th  of  January,  1820,  and  em- 
igrated to  America  when  a  boy,  with  his  parents. 
He  consequently  long  ago  became  an  American  cit- 
izen, familiar  with  our  country's  laws  and  institu- 
tions, and  feels  an  interest  in  its  progress  and  pros- 
perity equal  to  that  of  the  native-born  citizen. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Garling,  Sr., 
was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  married  Miss  Barbary  Miller,  one 
of  his  own  countrywomen.  After  the  birth  of  four 
children  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  labored 
until  his  death,  about  1845.  The  mother  survived 
her  husband  a  number  of  years,  and  she  passed 
away  at  her  home  in  New  York  State.  In  Amer- 
ica six  more  children  were  added  to  the  household 
circle,  making  a  total  of  ten,  as  follows:  Lena, 
George,  Philip,  Frederick,  Lucy,  John,  Henry  and 
Eliza,  besides  two  who  died  unnamed  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Garling  was  a  boy  of  seven  years  when  he 
first  set  foot  upon  American  soil,  and  soon  after- 
ward was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  com- 
pelled to  look  out  for  himself.  He  worked  the  first 
year  for  his  board  and  clothing,  and  his  wages  tlie 
second  year  included  |10  besides.  He  continued 
in  this  manner  for  eight  years,  his  wages  each  year 
being  increased  as  his  services  became  more  valu- 
able. In  the  meantime  he  attended  school,  being 
instructed  first  in  his  native  tongue,  and  afterward 
^ — 


attending  an  English  school.  After  the  family  took 
up  their  residence  in  New  York  State,  George 
learned  blacksmith ing,  and  continued  working  at  his 
trade  three  or  four  years.  In  1  851,  shortly  before 
reaching  his  thirty-first  birthday,  he  w^as  married  to 
Miss  Lavina,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Shiley)  Acker,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  for- 
mer born  in  1803,  and  the  latter  some  years  later. 
They  lived  on  a  fawn  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
their  daughter,  Lavina,  together  with  their  other 
nine  children,  received  a  common-school  education; 
she  continued  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garling  commenced  life  together 
in  New  York,  and  in  due  time  the  household  circle 
included  five  children.  Their  eldest  son,  William 
P.,  married  Miss  Esther  Scott,  and  is  farming  not 
far  from  his  father's  homestead,  in  Medina  Town- 
ship; they  have  two  children — Olivia  and  Gartha. 
Jacob  H.  died  when  about  three  years  of  age;  Ida 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Abel  Perry,  of  Wright  Township, 
in  Hillsdale  County;  they  have  two  children — Clar- 
ence and  Lee.  George  W.  married  Miss  Mary 
Lance,  and  is  farming  in  Medina  Township,  and 
Elmer  E.  is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Our  subject  with  his  family  came  to  this  countj^ 
in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  purchased  100  acres  of  land 
on  section  31  in  Medina  Township,  which  he  still 
owns.  Upon  this  there  was  only  a  log  house,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  go  in  debt  $400  in  order  to  get 
possession  of  it,  and  enable  himself  to  proceed  with 
its  improvement  and  cultivation.  Like  most  men, 
he  has  labored  hard,  and  met  with  losses,  but  he  has 
still  been  enabled  to  make  headway,  and  now  has 
the  prospect  of  being  able  to  lay  by  a  snug  sum  for 
his  old  age. 

Mr.  Garling,  in  1870,  added  to  his  real  estate  by 
the  purchase  of  sixty -eight  acres  on  section  31. 
Three  years  previously  he  had  put  up  his  present 
residence  on  his  first  land,  and  completed  other  im- 
pfovements,  which  he  had  had  in  contemplation  for 
years.  As  is  usual  with  the  thrifty  German  farmer, 
he  has  a  good  barn  with  other  substantial  out-build- 
ings, and  takes  good  care  of  his  stock.  In  1880  he 
purchased  twenty  acres  more,  and  five  j^ears  later 
added  to  his  property  fifty  acres  on  section  30.  He 
met  with  great  loss  in  188G,  his  barn  having  been 
struck  b}'^  lightning,  and  together  with  its  contents,    ^ 
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hay,  grain,  etc.,  was  entirely  destroyed.  He  spent 
no  time  bewailing  his  misfortune,  but  at  once  put 
up  another  barn,  which  was  completed  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1887.  Not  far  from  it  stands  a  blacksmith- 
shop,  where  he  does  his  own  smith  woi'k,  thereby 
saving  hundreds  of  dollars  each  year. 

Mr.  Garling,  politically,  voted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  until  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
licans, in  1856,  since  which  time  he  has  sided  with 
the  latter.  He  is  called  a  Christian  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word,  although  not  identified  with  any 
church  organization.  His  estimable  wife  belongs  to 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  Mr.  Garling  has 
served  as  Highway  Commissioner  and  School  Direc- 
tor, and  also  as  Juryman. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  in  this  section 
of  country,  we  are  pleased  to  present  on  another 
page  of  this  Album  a  view  of  Mr.  Garling's  resi- 
dence, together  with  its  surroundings. 


^]  OHN  MORIARTY.  This  name  in  itself  is  a 
suggestion  of  energy  and  force,  and  is  rightly 
applied  to  him  who  bears  it,  for  he  is  one  of 
the  most  thorough  and  skillful  farmers  of 
Medina  Township,  and  owner  of  one  of  the  best 
farms  within  its  limits.  He  is  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune,  and  but  one  more  of  the  men  wdio 
came  to  this  county  poor  in  pocket,  but  rich  in 
determination,  and  armed  with  the  surest  \7eapon 
to  achieve  success.  The  pioneers  of  Southern 
Michigan  have  usually  labored  arduously  for  their 
possessions,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been 
one  of  the  foremost  in  this  field.  He  is  now  reap- 
ing his  reward,  not  only  in  the  midst  of  a  generous 
share  of  this  world's  goods,  but  in  the  respect  of 
his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 

Erin's  Green  Isle  has  been  prolific  in  her  contri- 
bution to  the  bone  and  sinew  of  American  industry, 
sending  forth  in  generous  numbers  her  sons  to  cul- 
tivate an  alien  soil.  That  there  were  greater  in- 
ducements here  does  not  detract  from  the  credit 
due  them  for  their  perseverance,  and  the  result  of 
their  labors  has  been  to  materially  aid  in  the  build- 
ing of  a  free  and  proud  Republic,  upon  wliose  cul- 
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tivated  soil  they  find  a  free  and  welcome  home. 
Young  Moriarty  growing  to  manhood  in  his  native 
land  pondered  early  upon  these  facts,  withw^hich  he 
became  acquainted  while  yet  a  boy,  and  determined 
to  seek  the  "  Land  of  Promise  "  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity. 

Mr.  Moriarty  was  born  near  the  town  of  Trallee, 
Count}'  Kerry,  Ireland,  June  24,  1830,  and  is  the 
second  living  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Connor) 
Moriarty,  natives  of  the  same  place,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives  upon  their  native  soil  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  a  small  way.  The  father  was 
called  from  his  earthl}^  labors  when  between  fifty- 
five  and  sixty  years  of  age,  in  1855,  while  the 
mother  survived  her  husband  until  1864,  and  was 
about  sixty  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
The}/  were  people  greatly  respected  in  their  county, 
where  the  father  was  prominent,  and  regarded  as  a 
most  honorable  citizen.  Their  family  consisted  of 
four  sons,  who  all  lived  to  mature  years,  and  three 
of  whom  are  residents  of  this  State;  the  other  son 
is  deceased. 

The  Moriarty  boys  all  received  a  good  education 
in  their  native  land,  and  our  subject  remained  upon 
the  farm  assisting  his  father  until  twenty  years  of 
age.  Soon  afterward  he  began  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  his  cherished  scheme  of  coming  to  America, 
and  on  the  9th  of  June,  1851,  he  repaired  to  Glas- 
gow, whence  in  company  with  a  cousin  he  sailed 
for  the  New  AV^orld,  landing  in  New  York  City  five 
weeks  later.  From  the  metropolis  he  soon  made 
his  way  to  Cayuga  County,  whither  his  brother 
Michael  had  preceded  him,  and  engaged  at  what- 
ever his  hands  could  find  to  do — ^first  in  a  hotel,  and 
then  on  a  canal  boat,  and  for  some  time  at  the  small 
salary  of  seventy-five  cents  a  day.  The  railroad 
and  the  farm  also  came  in  the  line  of  his  labors,  and 
notwithstanding  his  small  wages  he  managed  to 
save  more  than  enough  for  one  to  live  upon,  and 
so  in  time  decided  to  share  his  frugal  fare  with  a 
wife  and  helpmeet. 

Mr.  Moriarty,  while  a  resident  of  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Cather- 
ine Stack,  whose  attractive  qualities  captured  his 
heart,  and  they  were  united  in  marriage  at  the  home 
of  Miss  S.,  Nov.  1,  1854.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
was  born  not  far  from  the  home  of  her  husband  in 
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County  Kerry,  Ireland, "in  June,  1830,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Maurice  and  Bridget  (Sullivan)  Stack, 
natives  of  the  same  locality,  where  the  father. occu- 
pied himself  as  a  laborer.  They  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Ireland,  each  dying  when  about  sixty  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Stack  in  1848,  and  his  widow  in  1865. 
Mrs.  Moriarty  is  the  only  child  living  of  a  family 
of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  came  to 
America  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  After  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moriarty  continued  in  the 
Empire  State,  where  our  subject  was  engaged  first 
npon  a  coal  dock  at  |l  a  day,  alid  the  second  year 
as  night  watchman,  which  position  he  held  four 
years.  During  this  time  he  saved  $600,  besides 
sending  money  to  the  '*  old  folks  at  home,"  and  this 
he  determined  to  invest  in  Michigan  real  estate. 
In  the  spring  of  1861  he  came  to  this  county,  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Medina  Town- 
ship, of  w^hich  he  took  possession  with  his  family 
on  the  4th  of  April  following.  There  were  upon 
it  a  few  indifferent  buildings,  which  some  time  since 
gave  place  to  a  good  house  and  barn,  besides  the 
other  appurtenances  necessary  to  the  convenience 
of  the  modern  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Moriarty,  besides  the  various  improvements 
which  have  involved  the  outlay  of  a  snug  sum  of 
money,  has  also  added  materially  to  his  first  pur- 
chase, being  the  owner  of  282^  acres  unincumbered^ 
At  the  time  of  his  first  investment  he  lacked  $100 
of  the  required  amount,  and  his  brother  kindly 
mortgaged  his  cattle  to  procure  the  money  for  him; 
this  debt  he  paid  during  the  year.  At  the  time  of 
making  one  of  his  purchases  of  land  a  rascal  by 
the  name  of  Nevins  had  committed  forgery  nnd 
obtained  money  by  giving  the  property  as  security. 
Pending  the  settlement  the  County  Treasurer  had 
paid  out  by  mistake  to  some  person  to  him  un- 
known the  sum  of  $10,  and  had  concluded  to 
suffer  in  silence  the  consequences  of  his  oversight. 
It  so  happened  that  Mr.  Moriarty  was  the  individual 
who  had  received  the  surplus  change,  and  as  soon 
as  the  latter  discovered  the  error  he  hastened  to  the 
ofllicial  to  have  it  corrected.  The  latter  was  so 
pleased  with  his  honesty  that  he  rendered  him 
material  assistance  in  dealing  with  the  mischief 
which  ensued  through  the  villainy  of  Nevins,  and 
Mr.  M.  was  enabled  to  establish  his  clear  title  to 


the  j)roperty.  This  was  but  an  instance  of  ''  hon- 
esty rewarded." 

Since  coming  to  this  county  Mr.  Moriarty  has 
turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  farming,  and  has 
for  the  past  few  years  made  a  specialty  of  sheep- 
growing,  dealing  mostly  in  blooded  Hampshire  and 
Shropshire  Downs.  In  addition  to  the  various  in- 
terests of  the  homestead  he  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  and  in  the  spring  of  1887 
was  elected  Township  Treasurer,  but  on  account  of 
illness  withdrew.  He  takes  a  genuine  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  his  adopted  country,  and  keeps  him- 
self well  posted  in  matters  of  public  importance. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  lady  there  have 
been  born  nine  children,  namely:  James,  Mary 
(deceased),  Michael,  Florence,  Thomas  (deceased), 
Ellen,  Thomas  (2d),  Catherine  (deceased)  and 
Catherine.  Their  eldest  born,  James,  now  a  promi- 
nent young  man  of  twenty-five  years,  is  the  able 
assistant  of  his  father  on  the  farm;  Michael  is 
engaged  with  the  Toledo  &  Ann  Arbor  Railroad 
Company  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State ;  John 
married  Miss  Anna  Breen,  and  is  a  resident  of  De- 
troit; Florence,  a  graduate  of  the  law  department  of 
Michigan  State  University,  is  practicing  her  profes- 
sion at  Ypsilanti ;  Ellen  and  Catherine  are  at  home 
with  their  parents.  The  children  have  received 
excellent  advantages,  and  are  well  fitted  to  take 
honored  and  honorable  positions  in  life.  The  entire 
family  are  Catholic  in  religious  faith,  and  attend 
the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  in  Hudson. 
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^5^E0RGE  SHP:ELER  is  one  of  the  old  set- 
111  ^—-,  tiers  of  Cambridge  Township  and  is  well 
^^5)  known  throughout  its  limits.  After  a  life 
of  activity  he  is  now  spending  the  sunset  of  his 
days  on  the  old  homestead  on  section  20,  where  he 
has  lived  since  May,  1836.  On  coming  here  in  that 
year  he  first  took  up  some  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
which  he  commenced  to  make  improvements,  add- 
ing to  this  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  in 
possession  of  some  600  acres  of  fine  land.  When 
Mr.  Sheeler  came  here  this  country  was  covered 
with  its  primeval  growth,  and  he  was  compelled  to 
cut  a  road  for  over  a  mile  and  a  half  to  this  place. 
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He  determined  to  get  a  start  in  life,  however,  and 
nothing  discouraged  him;  no  work  was  too  hard, 
and  it  is  said  of  him  that  for  a  long  time  he  walked 
three  miles  to  his  work  and  returned  over  the  same 
ground  each  day.  Work  like  this  tells  in  the  end, 
and  he  is  now  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
men  of  this  locality,  having  on  his  farm  a  fine  set 
of  buildings,  Avith  neat  surroundings,  a  desirable 
home  in  his  old  age. 

George  Sheeler  was  bom  in  Newtown,  Sussex 
Co.,  N.  J.,  May  9,  1805,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
Sheeler,  and  the  grandson  of  William  Sheeler,  Sr., 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  same  county. 
The  last-named  married  Margaret  Hem,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  State,  and  lived  and  died  in 
his  native  county,  upon  attaining  the  ripe  age  of 
ninety  years.  William  Sheeler,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  married  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.,  to  Catharine  Maine,  who  survived 
him  many  years,  he  dying  in  middle  life.  George 
Sheeler  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  man 
and  w^omanhood.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  county  of  his  nativity  until  he  w^as  about 
tw^enty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Jane  Ousted,  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  and  born  March  9,  1810.  Some  eight  3^ears 
after  this  marriage  they  migrated  to  this  county 
where  the  wife,  after  some  fifty-six  years  of  mar- 
ried life,  died  June  23,  1885.  She  was  a  noble 
woman  and  worthy  helpmeet  to  her  husband,  assist- 
ing him  in  all  his  efforts  to  build  up  their  fine  home 
in  this  wilderness,  and  rejoiced  to  see  it  so  well  im- 
proved before  her  death.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children :  Catharine,  the  wife  of  E.  R.  Kilbur}^ ; 
John,  living  on  a  farm  in  Jackson  County,  this  State, 
who  married  Susan  Winnie,  a  native  of  New  York; 
Ann.  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Greenlief ;  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  Israel  Edwards,  living  on  a  farm  in  this  town- 
shii);  Israel,  wlio  married  Louisa  Sager,  and  lives 
in  this  county;  Lemuel,  who  married  Jennie  Bing- 
ham, and  is  a  farmer  in  this  localit}^;  Franklin  P., 
now  occupying  160  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
farm  on  section  20,  where  he  lives  with  his  wife, 
formerly  Ellen  Porter,  of  Woodstock,  who  is  the 
mother  of  two  children — George  and  Hettie — and 
three  deceased — William,  Rhoda  and  E  mar  ilia. 


When  the  family  came  to  this  part  of  the  country 
they  did  not  have  the  advantages  of  travel  possessed 
at  the  present  time,  but  were  content  with  traveling 
by  canal  to  the  lakes,  which  they  crossed  on  the 
Porter  boat,  and  were  brought  from  Detroit  to  their 
present  home  across  the  country  by  team.  After 
locating  here  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Sheeler  to 
make  two  trips  on  foot  to  Monroe  to  secure  the 
title  to  his  place.  Mr.  Sheeler  is  now  and  has  always 
been  a  thorough  Democrat,  having  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Gen.  Jackson,  and  it  is  said  of  him  that 
he  has  never  missi^d  a  town  meeting  nor  an  election 
since  he  came  here.  He  has  never  had  any  ambi- 
tion to  hold  public  office,  although  in  his  younger 
days  he  gave  much  attention  to  local  politics.  Here 
he  has  lived  and  grown  old,  distinguished  for  good 
works,  and  one  of  the  most  respected  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  this  locality.  He  carries  well,  notwith- 
standing his  eighty-three  years,  the  strength,  both 
physical  and  mental,  that  he  possessed  in  younger 
days.  He  is  truly  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the 
count3\ 
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E^  ZRA  C.  CORYP]LL,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Tecumseh,  Mich.,  was  born  in  Romulus, 
^ )  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  1,  1822.  His  grand- 
father, David  Coryell,  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
early  days  of  its  settlement,  and  located  in  Ridge- 
way  Township,  this  county,  where  he  died  in  1838. 
His  son,  Andrew  Coryell,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  December,  1800,  and 
was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade.  His  wife  was 
Esther,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Lucy  Carpenter,  and 
was  born  in  the  western  part  of  Massachusetts. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they 
removed  to  Steuben  County,  and  resided  there  but 
a  few  years,  after  which  they  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  Mich.,  and  located  on  a  farm,  where  Mr. 
Coryell  worked  at  his  trade  in  connection  with 
farming.  Later  he  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
where  he  remained  six  years,  and  then  returned  to 
Washtenaw  County,  and  from  there  went  to  Jack- 
son County.  In  1841  he  came  to  Lenawee  County, 
and  settling  in  Ridgeway  Township,  carried  on 
farming  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  his  retire- 
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merit  from  active  life.  He  died  there  in  Septem- 
ber, 1 883 ;  his  widow  and  seven  children  still  survive. 

Ezra  C.  Coryell,  the  eldest  of  the  parental  family, 
was  four  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
from  New  York  to  Michigan,  and  his  boyhood  was 
passed  with  them  in  the  various  places  in  which 
they  settled,  attending  school  at  Monroe,  and  sub- 
sequently at  Ridge  way.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  purchased  his  time  of  his  father,  and  be- 
gan the  life  of  a  free  and  independent  farmer.  His 
fu'st  occupation  was  the  breaking  of  new  lands, 
using  a  plow  drawn  by  four  yoke  of  cattle,  and 
this  was  his  business  until  he  was  twenty-four 
years  old.  At  that  time  he  commenced  to  clear 
and  improve  a  farm  for  himself,  and  also  took  con- 
tracts to  clear  and  break  land  for  other  j)arties, 
continuing  in  that  work  until  he  had  his  own  farm 
ready  for  tillage.  After  a  residence  of  six  years  on 
that  farm  of  sixty  acres,  he  exchanged  it  for  one 
of  100  acres  in  Fairfield  Township,  in  this  county, 
on  which  he  resided  the  ensuing  five  years.  He 
next  located  in  Raisin  Township  on  a  small  farm  of 
thirty-five  acres,  to  which  he  added  more  land  until 
it  comprised  sixty-one  acres,  but  in  1864  he  dis- 
posed of  that  property  for  the  neat  sum  of  $6,000, 
and  removed  to  Tecumseh  with  his  family,  which 
has  since  been  their  home.  Meanwhile  he  has  pur- 
chased, and  now  owns,  a  farm  of  110  acres  in 
Clinton  Township,  on  which  he  has  fine  buildings, 
and  another  of  fifty  acres  near  that  one.  These 
farms,  which  are  worked  on  shares,  he  keeps  well 
stocked,  and  realizes  good  returns. 

Mr.  Coryell  was  first  married  in  1843,  to  Miss 
Joana  Harding,  of  this  county,  but  she  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1885,  leaving  no  issue.  Mr.  Coryell's 
alliance  with  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lydia  M.  Haight,  was  contracted  Oct.  7, 
1886.  She  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Salmon  L.  and 
Emily  (Fowler)  Haight,  formerly  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Coryell  is  a  gentleman  who  has  accumulated 
what  he  has  of  this  world's  goods  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  his  record  of  success  speaks  louder 
than  words  from  the  pen  of  the  biographer.  When 
he  first  became  a  resident  of  this  county  the  ready 
cash  he  had  on  hand  would  hardly  pay  for  a  half- 
-^» ^^ ^ 


interest  in  a  cow,  and  his  pork  he  fattened  on 
shares.  Prosperity  attended  his  industrial  efforts, 
while  the  art  of  saving  money  was  developed 
while  accumulating  it,  and  he  is  now  enabled  to 
spend  his  remaining  years  in  retirement  from  active 
life.  While  in  Ridgeway  Township  Mr.  Coryell 
very  creditably  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coryell  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  Class- Leader  several  years, 
and  is  now  Steward. 


,,^^^- 


Tf]  UDGE  NORMAN  GEDDES.  This  gentle- 
man, who  has  been  Judge  of  the  Probate 
Court  of  Lenawee  County,  by  appointment 
and  election,  since  1880,  is  a  citizen  of  whom 
Adrian  can  be  proud,  because  of  the  interest  he  has 
always  taken,  and  the  liberal  spirit  manifested  in 
educational  matters.  Much  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  educational  and  benevolent  institutions  of 
Michigan  can  be  traced  to  the  efforts  of  Judge 
Geddes. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Livonia,  Liv- 
ingston County,  April  14,  1823.  He  is  of  Scotch 
descent,  his  great-grandfather,  James  Geddes,  with 
his  three  sons,  Paul,  William  and  Samuel,  having 
come  from  Scotland  to  America  in  1752,  and  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania.  His  mother,  Elizabeth  Ged- 
des, was  the  daughter  of  the  eldest  son,  Paul,  and 
his  father,  Samuel  Geddes,  the  son  of  the  youngest, 
Samuel.  They  were  married  on  the  7th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1802,  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  and 
soon  after  removed  to  New  York,  settling  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  they  resided  until  1833,  when 
they  removed  to  Niagara,  and  thence,  in  1835,  to 
Cambridge,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich.,  where  the  father 
died  in  1848,  and  the  mother  in  1865.  They  had 
four  sons — Paul,  James,  William  and  Norman — and 
two  daughters — Margaret  and  Caroline.  Norman  is 
the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family;  Paul 
w^as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Cambridge,  settling  there 
in  1833,  but  for  the  last  years  of  his  life  he  resided 
in  Battle  Creek;  James,  the  second  son,  was  for 
fourteen  years  Treasurer  of  Lenawee  County;  he 
never  married,  and  died  in  the  3^ear  1864. 
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When  Norinaii    (UMides   was  .seventeen   years    of 
age,    having   reeeived  a   com nion -school  education 
he  taught  school   two  terms,  after   which  he  spent 
some  time  at  the  branch  of  the  Michigan  University 
then  located  at  Tecumseh,  and  in  1843  he   entered 
tiie  law  office  of  Hon.  Richard  Butler,  at    Mt.   Cle- 
mens, where  he  pursued  his  legal  studies  under  his 
direction,  and  that  of  the  late  Giles  Hubbard,  p:sq., 
supporting  himself  in  the  meantime  by  teaching,  un- 
til 1846,  when  he  entered  the  law  office  of    the  late 
A.  C.  Harris,  at   Adrian,  and  was  admitted  to    the 
bar  in  1847.     After   his  admission  he  taught  two 
terms  as  an  assistant  in  Prof.  Hance's  Academy,  an 
institution  of  considerable  note   in  Adrian  at   that 
time,  and  has  since  been  in  practice  of  his  prof ession 
with  the  exception  of  some  six  years,  during  which 
time  he  had  charge  of  the  collection  department  of 
a  large  commercial  house  in    Buffalo.     Soon    after 
his  admission  to   the   bar,  Judge  Geddes  formed    a 
law  partnership  with  Hon.  Smith  S.  Wilkinson,  now 
a  distinguished  citizen  of  Iowa,  which  continued  for 
three  years.     In  1854  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
the  late  Lucien   B.  Bowen,    which  continued  until 
Mr.  Bo  wen's  failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire 
froni  the  practice.      In  1865    he  formed  a  law  part- 
nership with  Charles  R.  Miller,  which  continued  un- 
til   1881.     In  1849    he  was    elected    Recorder    of 
Adrian,  which  was  then   a  village,  and    held  that 
office  for  three  years,  being  twice    re-elected.     In 
1851  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the    Peace,  and    in 
1864  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and 
re-elected  in  1866,  holding  the  office  for  four  years. 
In  1869  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Adrian, 
which  office  he  filled  with  dignity  and  satisfactorily. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  of    the  Rebellion,  Judge 
(jeddes  was  active  and   prominent  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Lenawee  County   Soldiers'   Monument 
Association,  and  also  of   the   City  Soldiers'   Monu- 
ment Association,  and  was  Secretary  of  both  bodies. 
In  this  position  he  performed   a  large   amount   of 
efficient  labor,  and  at  the  celebration  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  monument  on  the  4th  of  July,  1871,  was 
the  orator  of  the  day,  and  upon  this  occasion  he  de- 
livered an  address  which  was  commended    by  both 
the  people  and  the  press  for  its  eloquence  and  scope. 
In  March,  1880,  Mr.  Geddes  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Charles  L.  Croswell  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  the 


Prol)ate  Court  of  Lenawee  County,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing November  he  was  elected  by  the  people  by 
a  handsome  majority  to  the  same  office.  In  1884 
he  was  re-elected,  and  holds  the  office  at  the  time  of 
the  writing  of  this  sketch.  Judge  Geddes  has  held 
responsible  positions  in  the  educational  and  benevo- 
lent departments  of  the  State.  He  has  especially 
been  largely  identified  with  the  growth,  prosperity 
and  success  of  Adrian  College,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  President  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and  un- 
tiring in  his  efforts  to  secure  to  that  college  that 
recognition  and  appreciation  from  the  citizens  of 
the  city  and  county,  which  its  merits  and  location 
entitle  it  to  receive  at  their  hands.  He  is  also  one 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Michigan  Asylum, 
having  been  appointed  by  Gov.  Croswell,  re-ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Jerome,  and  once  more  appointed 
by  Gov.  Alger,  for  the  term  expiring  Jan.  1,  1891. 
In  all  these  public  positions  Judge  Geddes  has  dis- 
played unusual  earnestness  and  sincerity  of  pur- 
pose, and  it  would  be  hard  to  place  a  value  upon 
his  services. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1848,  Judge  Geddes  was 
married  to  Miss  Laura  E.,  daughter  of  the  late  Ly- 
man Casey,  then  a  resident  of  York,  Livingston  Co., 
N.  Y.  She  died  on  the  21st  of  April,  1851,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Frederick  L.  Geddes,  now  a  lawyer  of 
Toledo,  Ohio.  On  the  29th  of  November,  1853, 
Judge  Geddes  married  Harriet  D.,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Hon.  John  Barber.  She  died  on  the 
30th  of  April,  1857,  leaving  one  son,  Herbert  Gred- 
des,  who  resides  in  Colorado,  and  one  daughter, 
Harriet  E.,  now  the  wife  of  W.  N.  VanBrunt,  of 
this  city.  He  was  again  married,  Sept.  15, 1859,  to 
his  present  wife,  Jane  M.,  daughter  of  the  late  Isaac 
Terry,  Esq.,  of  Royalton,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y'.,  who 
has  borne  him  two  children:  Ada,  who  died  April 
L  1865,  aged  four  j^ears,  and  Clifton  T.,  now  about 
twenty  years  of  age. 

ELVIN    T.    NICKERSON.      Among   the 

well-to-do  and  thrifty  farmers  of  Madison 

Township  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  is 

placed   at  the  head   of  this  sketch.      His 

father  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  Lenawee 
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County,  coming  to  Micliigiin  while  it  was  yet  in  its 
infancy,  and  before  the  march  of  civilization  had 
given  any  intimation  of  the  proud  position  which 
it  has  since  attained  among  the  States  of  the  Union. 

Our  subject  comes  of  good  old  New  England 
stock,  his  father,  Lewis  Nickerson,  having  been  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  mother,  Betsy 
(Blood)  Nickerson,  a  native  of  Vermont.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  near  Ticonderoga,  N. 
Y.,  but  later  removed  to  Wayne  County,  in  the 
same  State.  Here  they  resided  some  years,  and  their 
three  children — Sullivan  A.,  Melvin  T.  and  Ira  S. — 
were  born.  Mr.  Nickerson  had  learned  the  trade 
of  a  tanner  and  currier,  and  gave  some  attention 
to  that  business,  although  he  devoted  the  major 
part  of  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Not  be- 
ing quite  satisfied  with  his  location,  nor  with  the 
results  of  his  hard  toil,  he  removed  with  his  young 
family  to  Michigan,  in  1830,  and  settled  in  Lena- 
wee County,  Madison  Township,  where  six  years 
later  he  died,  followed  by  his  widow;  in  1846.  The 
children  are  all  living  in  Michigan,  Sullivan  A.  in 
Hillsdale  County,  and  the  other  two  in  Madison 
Township,  this  county. 

Our  subject,  Melvin  T.  Nickerson,  was  born  in 
Junius,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  19,  1819,  and 
there  spent  the  first  eleven  years  of  his  life,  thence 
coming  with  his  parents  to  Madison  Township. 
He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  received  a 
practical  training  in  the  occupation  which  he  has 
since  followed.  He  has  been  a  progressive  farmer, 
and  the  success  that  he  has  met  with  is  attributable 
to  his  energy  and  good  judgment,  combined  with 
the  active  co-operation  of  his  excellent  helpmeet. 
She  is  an  intelligent,  self-reliant  woman,  who  looks 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  is  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  her  husband.  In  their  model 
home  are  to  be  found  all  the  comforts  and  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life.  Mr.  Nickerson  owns  176  acres 
of  land  on  sections  14  and  15,  Madison  Township, 
on  which  his  dwelling  is  pleasantly  situated,  and  is 
surrounded  by  ample  and  convenient  farm  build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Nickerson  was  married  in  Madison  Town- 
ship, June  6,  1844,  to  Miss  Amanda  C,  daughter 
of  Calvin  and  Nancy  (Post)  Bradish  (for  parental 
history  see  sketch  of  A.  W.  Bradish).  She  was 
■^4m ^ ^ ^ — «« . 


born  in  Macedon,  A\Xyne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  31,1818, 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Lenawee  Count}^  in 
1831.  She  was  one  of  a  large  family  of  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  received  from  her  mother  a  careful 
home  training  in  the  princii)les  of  domestic  econ- 
omy to  be  met  with  in  all  well-managed  households, 
which  well  fitted  her  to  sustain  the  dignities  and 
duties  of  her  position  as  a  wife.  By  her  union  with 
Mr.  Nickerson  she  became  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  deceased — Theresa  E., 
Frances  A.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy;  the 
names  of  the  three  living  children  are:  Norman  ¥.1 
Helen  A.  and  Nettie  E. 

Mr.  Nickerson  has  been  a  resident  of  Madison 
Township  more  than  half  a  century,  and  has  witnessed 
with  gratification  the  wonderful  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  country;  the  vast  forests  have 
given  waj^  to  villages  and  towns,  and  substantial  resi- 
dences taken  the  place  of  the  log  cabins  of  the  pio- 
neers. In  all  these  changes  he  has  materially  as- 
sisted, and,  although  at  present  he  is  physically  in- 
capacitated for  active  work,  he  takes  pleasure  in 
thinking  over  the  past,  and  feels  repaid  for  his  ar- 
duous labors.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party. 


-"v-*>— 
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(^fj  BRAIIAM  LERCH,  a  retired  farmer  in  easy 
j^yul!  circumstances,  is  now  a  resident  of  Clayton 
Village,  and  is  spending  his  declining  years 
among  the  people  who  have  known  him 
long  and  well,  and  learned  to  respect  him  for  his 
sterling  worth.  He  came  to  this  county  in  the  pio- 
neer days,  and  has  been  foremost  in  all  good  w^orks 
and  purposes,  assisting  in  building  up  schools  and 
churches,  and  active  in  those  measures  having  for 
their  object  the  general  welfare  of  the  people. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  men  whose  lives  are 
closely  connected  with  the  development  of  this 
county,  and  are  therefore  of  interest  to  all  good 
citizens,  it  is  natural  to  revert  to  those  from  whom 
they  drew  their  origin.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject, Samuel  and  Regina  (Beyl)  Lerch,  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  they  remained  some  time 
after  their  marriage.  Subsequently  they  removed 
to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
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maiiider  of  their  (hiys.  Their  family  iiichided 
twelve  children,  of  whom  Abraham  was  the  eldest. 
Mr.  Lerch  was  born  in  Northampton.  County, 
Fa.,  Jan.  15,  1819,  and  developed  into  manhood 
amid  the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life  in  the  Empire 
State,  where  his  family  removed  in  1823.  He  was 
ambitious  of  acquiring  a  good  homestead  and  be- 
coming a  worthy  citizen,  as  was  his  father  before 
him.  Until  a  youth  of  sixteen,  in  connection  with 
farm  labor,  he  assisted  his  father  in  keeping  a  pub- 
lic house,  which  afforded  refreshment  to  the  weary 
traveler  from  the  best  products  of  the  farm.  He 
continued  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  until  the  spring 
of  1864,  and  then  came  to  Michigan,  locating  on 
section  15  in  Dover  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  built  up  a  fine  homestead  from  a  tract  of  unim- 
proved land,  upon  which  he  lived  comfortably  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  then  having  acquired 
a  competence  he  wisely  resolved  to  retire  from 
active  labor. 

Mr.  Lerch,  while  a  resident  of  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  met  and  married  Miss  Mary  C.  Singer,  who  was 
born  in  that  county,  Nov.  28,  1820.  The  wedding 
took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Fayette 
Township,  Dec.  28,  1841,  and  the  young  people 
resided  there  until  after  the  birth  of  five  children. 
The  eldest  of  these,  a  son,  Jesse,  is  now  Treasurer 
of  the  Northwestern  College,  at  Naperville,  III.; 
George,  during  the  late  war,  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  148th  New  York  Infantry,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Fair  Oaks  was  captured  by  the  rebels  and  confined 
in  the  prison  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  where  he  fell  a 
victim  to  disease  in  1865,  being  only  twenty-one 
years  of  age;  Samuel  died  of  typhoid  fever  in 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  when  a  lad  twelve  years  of 
age ;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Lee  Schaffer,  of  Seneca 
Township,  this  county;  Linus  is  connected  with  a 
banking  house  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  at  her  home  in  Clayton,  Jan. 
8,  1 887 ;  she  was  a  lady  greatly  respected  and  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Lerch  was  married  a  second  time,  Jan.  12,  1888, 
to  Mrs.  Louisa,  widow  of  John  Kesler,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Roswell  and  Ann  (King)  Beach,  natives  of 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Lerch  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
July  8,  1831.  Her  parents  are  both  deceased, 
having  died   in    Hudson    Township,    this   county, 


where  they  were  pioneers,  having  come  here  in  1839. 
Mr.  Lerch  has  for  many  years  been  prominently 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at 
Clayton,  and  politically  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Feace  and  Highway  Com- 
missioner, and  occupied  various  other  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  The  duties  of  these  he 
has  faithfully  discharged,  and  is  one  of  those  whose 
names  will  be  handed  down  to  future  generations. 

/^YRUS  GRIFFITH,  a  native  of    Chumung 
III  County,   N.  Y.,  was  born  Aug.    27,    1826, 

^^/  and  came  to  this  county  when  a  boy  seven 
years  of  age,  where  he  literally  grew  up  with  the 
country.  Michigan  was  then  a  Territory,  and  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  Lazarus  and  Elizabeth 
(Eliger)  Griffith,  pitched  their  tent  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Seneca  Township,  where  they  labored  in 
common  with  the  adventurous  spirits  around  them 
to  build  a  home  and  secure  a  competence  for  their 
children. 

Lazarus  Griffith  and  his  wife  were  natives  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  From  Dutch- 
ess County  they  removed  with  their  parents  to 
Chumung  County,  of  which  they  were  residents 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  years,  in  the  meantime  hav- 
ing been  married  and  become  the  parents  of  several 
children.  Mr.  Griffith  visited  this  county  on  a 
tour  of  inspection  before  removing  his  family 
hither,  and  the  outlook  being  satisfactory,  he  re- 
turned and  brought  them  here  a  few  months  after- 
ward. The  journey  from  Detroit  was  made  over- 
land with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  Lazarus  Griffith  took 
up  forty  acres  of  Government  land  in  what  is  now 
Madison  Township,  where  he  settled  and  began  to 
make  improvements.  He  was  ptospered  in  his 
struggle  with  the  elements  of  a  new  country,  and 
three  years  later  added  to  his  real  estate  by  the 
purchase  of  another  forty  acres  adjoining.  The 
parents  lived  to  seethe  development  of  the  country, 
and  their  children  growing  up  around  them  with 
the  prospect  of  future  prosperity.  The  mother 
passed  away  in  1853,  when  sixty-six  years  of   age, 
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while  Lazarus  Griffith  survived  his  wife  seven  years, 
dying  in  1860,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -two 
years. 

The  parental  household  included  nine  children, 
five  girls  and  four  boys,  of  whom  Cyrus  was  the 
youngest.  His  education,  carried  on  in  the  pioneer 
log  school-house,  was  quite  limited,  as  were  his  op- 
portunities for  mental  advancement.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  clearing  the  farm  and  reducing  the 
soil  to  a  state  of  cultivation,  and  later  in  life  than 
was  usual  for  the  youth  of  those  days,  began  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of  a  home 
of  his  own.  He  worked  with  his  father  until  the 
summer  of  1855,  and  on  the  3d  of  July  of  that 
year,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia, 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  Lovisa  (Van  Skoy)  Burch. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burch  were  also  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  and  were  married  in  Dutchess  County, 
whence,  like  the  Griffiths,  they  removed  to  Chenango 
County,  and  also  came  to  Michigan  before  it  had 
been  transformed  from  a  Territory  into  a  State. 
They  settled  in  Adrian  Township,  east  of  the  city, 
which  at  that  time  was  but  a  hamlet  of  a  few  cabins 
and  perhaps  a  frame  building  or  two,  and  there  the 
mother  died  when  about  forty-five  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Burch,  during  his  early  manhood,  had  engaged 
in  teaching  considerably,  but  in  his  later  years  gave 
his  exclusive  attention  to  farming  pursuits.  His 
death  occurred  thirty-five  years  ago,  when  he  was 
seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burch  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  Julia,  Mrs.  Griffith,  was  the  youngest,  and 
was  but  ten  years  of  age  when  her  mother  died. 
She  was  born  July  2,  1833,  in  New  Jersey.  Her 
education  was  extremely  limited,  and  at  a  tender 
age  she  was  thrown  largely  upon  her  own  resources, 
and  invested  with  graver  responsibilities  than  usu- 
ally fall  to  the  lot  of  childhood.  She  spent  some  time 
in  Ohio,  and  had  come  to  this  county  twelve  years 
before  her  marriage,  and  by  her  union  with  our 
subject  became  the  mother  of  six  children  :  Ethe- 
linda,  who  died  when  two  years  old ;  and  Theron, 
Esben,  Elma,  May  and  Sarah.  Esben  married 
Miss  Ada  Bright,  and  is  farming  in  Nebraska; 
Elma  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Allen,  of  Dover  Town- 
ship, and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Leslie  C. ;   May 


follows   the  profession  of  a   teacher;  Sarah  has  not 
yet  completed  her  studies  at  school. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  embraces  117  acres  of 
land,  which  has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation  and  provided  with  suitable  farm  build- 
ings. Mr.  Griffith  is  a  quiet  and  unostentatious 
citizen,  who  has  his  own  views,  and  politically  an 
earnest  temperance  advocate,  sides  with  the  Pro- 
hibitionists. He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
Church  at  Fairfield. 

--^ ^^^-i^i^* ^<^ 


(^^  ILAS  L.   ALLEN  is  a  citizen   of    Hudson 
^^^    Township,  where  he  is  actively  engaged   in 
(ft/^  agricultural   pursuits,  owning  and   occupy- 
ing one   of  the  most    productive    farms  in 
the  neighborhood.     He  was  born  in  Romulus,  Sen- 
eca  Co.,   N.  Y.,   July   16,   1828,  while  his  father, 
Stephen  Allen,  was  born  in   Morristown,  N.  J.,  and 
his  grandfather,  Silas  Allen,  removed  from  New  Jer- 
sey to    Seneca  County,    N.  Y.,   and   was  an   early 
settler.     Silas  Allen  bought  a  tract  of  land,  and  be- 
sides clearing  a  farm  operated  an  ashery,  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  that  county. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  about  ten  years 
old  when  he  removed  from  his  home  in  New  Jersey 
with  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  New  York, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married  Rebecca 
Sutton,  a  native  of  that  State.  He  bought  a  farm 
on  the  town  line  between  Romulus  and  Varick,  and 
continued  to  be  a  resident  of  Seneca  County  until 
the  year  1836,  when  on  the  10th  of  October,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  eight  children,  he  started 
with  two  pair  of  horses,  a  wagon  and  a  carriage  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  Twenty-one  days  later 
they  arrived  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  Mr.  Allen  going 
from  there  to  look  for  a  suitable  location  for  a  home, 
journeyed  into  Lenawee  County,  where  he  bought 
160  acres  of  timber  land  in  Dover  Township,  con- 
taining a  log  house  and  a  small  barn. 

After  completing  this  purchase  Stephen  Allen  re- 
turned to  Ann  Arbor  for  his  family,  and  they  re- 
sided on  the  place  until  the  following  May,  when 
Mr.  Allen  sold  that  land  and  bought  320  acres  par- 
tially timbered,  situated  two  miles  west  of  the  city 
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of  Adrian.  Thirt}^  acres  of  the  land  had  been  partly 
cleared,  and  there  were  two  log  houses  on  the  place, 
into  which  the  family  removed  in  the  month  of 
May,  1837,  and  there  the  father  made  his  home  un- 
til his  rleath.  He  cleared  about  250  acres  of  his 
land,  and  erected  a  commodious  brick  house  and  a 
large  frame  barn  ;  the  old  homestead  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  two  of  his  sons.  He  was  much  honored 
and  respected  for  his  integrit}'  and  force  of  charac- 
ter, which  made  him  a  desirable  citizen  in  those  pio- 
neer days.  He  and  his  wife  were  parents  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  New  York,  and 
with  one  exception  grew  to  maturity. 

Silas  L.  Allen  was  the  fourth  child  born  to  his 
parents,  and  as  he  was  eight  years  old  when  he 
came  to  this  county,  he  has  a  good  recollection  of 
their  journey.  For  the  first  few  years  of  their  resi- 
dence here  the}"  were  forced,  in  common  with  the 
other  pioneers  of  that  day,  to  live  in  the  most  prim- 
itive manner.  His  mother  prepared  their  food  be- 
fore the  open  fireplace,  and  from  the  w^ool  of  the 
sheep  which  his  father  raised,  she  spun  and  wove  all 
the  cloth  for  their  clothes.  He  gleaned  his  educa- 
tion at  the  pioneer  schools,  the  first  one  that  he  at- 
tended being  held  in  a  log  building  on  his  father's 
farm;  it  was  heated  by  a  fireplace  with  a  dirt  and 
stick  chimney,  and  had  clumsy  furniture  of  home 
manufacture.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-four  years  old,  and  during  that  time 
taught  three  terms  of  winter  school.  Upon  leaving 
home  he  was  engaged  in  railroading  for  a  short 
time,  after  which  he  was  emploj^ed  in  farming  in 
different  places  until  his  marriage.  He  then  bought 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  Seneca  Township,  and  there 
he  and  his  wife  spent  the  first  five  years  of  their 
wedded  life,  after  which  he  disposed  of  that  place 
and  bought  eighty-six  acres  in  Hudson  Township, 
where  he  has  resided  continuously  since.  He  is 
energetic,  })radent  and  thrifty,  and  has  brought  his 
farm  into  a  fine  condition,  while  he  and  his  wife 
have  established  a  cosv  and  comfortable  home. 

Mr.  Allen  was  first  married,  Nov.  19,  1856,  to 
Miss  Emma  Davis,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Sophia  (Williams)  Davis, 
natives  respectivel}^  of  New  York  and  New  En- 
gland. Mrs.  Allen  was  much  respected  and  beloved 
in  the   (community   where  she   made  her  iionie;  she 


died  Sept.  '2o,  1872,  leaving  four  children — Emma 
L.,  Stanley  G.,  Charles  D.  and  Marion.  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  J.  Jerome  Travis,  of  Clinton,  Mich.; 
Stanley  is  in  Kansas  City;  Charles  is  in  Hudson, 
while  Marion  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Allen's  second  marriage,  July  8,  1875,  was 
with  Miss  Bernice  Burr,  a  native  of  Fairport,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Lonsen  R.  Burr,  a 
native  of  the  same  place.  Her  grandfather,  Zera 
Burr,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  an  early  settler 
of  Fairport,  where  he  engaged  in  the  nursery  busi- 
ness and  there  spent  his  last  days.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Allen  married  Mary  Bently,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  a  daughter  of  Caleb  Bently,  who  was 
born  in  New  P^ngland.  Mr.  Burr  was  a  natural 
mechanic,  and  is  a  fine  worker  both  in  wood  and 
iron;  he  is  now  residing  in  Adrian. 

Two  children  have  been  born  of  the  second  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Allen,  namely :  Walter  P.  and  Leigh. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  hospitable,  agreeable  people, 
and  their  home  is  an  attractive  spot  to  friend  or 
strano^er. 


/p^EORGE  H.  LOCKWOOD,  who  officiates  as 
i/j  '^mine  host"  of  the  Rollin  House  in   Rollin 

^^S  A'illage,  has  charge  of  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular hotels  along  the  line  of  the  C,  J.  &  M.  R.  R., 
and  from  his  long  experience  has  a  most  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  traveling  public. 
He  made  his  way  here  from  the  Empire  State  in 
1852,  and  after  serving  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the 
late  war  made  his  arrangements  to  build  up  a  home 
here,  and  probably  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  4,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Caro- 
line (Hall)  Lockwood,  the  former  a  native  of  the 
same  county  as  his  son,  and  born  in  1807.  He 
emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1852,  and  carried  on 
farming  in  Rollin  Township  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  19th  of  April,  1876;  he  was  a  man 
of  decided  views  and  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  his 
father  before  him,  were  also  named  Jeremiah.  The 
latter  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
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during  which  time  he  was  captured  by  the  British 
and  confined  in  prison  many  months.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Caro- 
line Hall,  was  also  a  native  of  Herkimer  County, 
and  is  still  living,  being  sixty-five  years  of  age,  and 
makes  her  home  with  a  daughter  in  this  township. 
Of  her  marriage  with  Jeremiah  Lockwood,  Jr., 
there  were  born  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  George  H.  is  the  eldest.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  the  10th  of  September,  1863, 
and  then  enlisted  in  Company  D,  11th  Michigan 
Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  two  years,  being  de- 
tailed mostly  for  duty  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  and 
Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  111.  During  the  last 
months  of  this  time  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital, 
first  at  Camp  Nelson,  in  Kentucky,  and  subsequently 
at  Camp  Douglas,  in  Chicago,  where  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  received  his  discharge 
in  September,  1865.  His  regiment  had  been  em- 
ployed mostly  in  looking  after  guerrillas  in  Ken- 
tucky. He  contracted  a  disease  from  which  he 
suffered  long  afterward,  and  now  draws  a  pension 
from  the  Government. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  after  his  return  from  the  army, 
engaged  in  farming  in  RoUin  Township.  He  was 
first  married,  Sept.  21,  1865,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Rolf, 
who  was  born  near  Chicago,  Dec.  17,  1848,  but  she 
died  at  her  home  in  Rollin,  July  19,  1883.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  of  whom 
but  four  are  living:  Caroline  was  born  Oct, 5, 1866, 
and  continues  at  home  with  her  father;  Eliza  was 
born  Sept.  2,  1871,  and  is  completing  her  studies 
at  Hudson;  she  intends  adopting  the  profession  of 
a  teacher,  for  which  she  already  has  a  certificate. 
George  H.,  Jr.,  was  born  July  2,  1879,  and  is  pros- 
ecuting his  studies  in  the  district  school ;  Minnie 
was  born  Jan.  15,  1881. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Lockwood  occurred 
Sept.  30,  1885,  with  Miss  Stella  Worden,  who  was 
born  in  Pittsford,  Hillsdale  County,  Oct.  1,  1855, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Dudley  and  Lucretia  (Gillett) 
Worden,  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Hudson  Township.  They  came  from  New  York  to 
Michigan  in  1831,  and  Mr.  Worden  established  the 
first  store  in  Hudson.  He  died  in  Pittsford  about 
1858.  His  wife  subsequently  married,  and  in  1887 
went  to  Ohio,  where  she  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Worden 


became  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
of  whom  the  latter  only  is  living. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  politically,  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket,  and  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
being  a  member  of  DeGolyer  Post  No.   110. 
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^UDGE  ANDREW  HOWELL,  the  Judge  of 
the  First  Judical  Circuit  of  Michigan,  is  a  res- 
ident of  Adrian  and  one  of  her  most  honored 
citizens.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  18th  of  December, 
1827.  His  father.  Dr.  Joseph  Howell,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  State.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lutetia  Yan  Duyn,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey.  The  former  is  of  English  extraction, 
while  the  latter  was  of  Scotch  and  German  ancestry. 
Dr.  Joseph  Howell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  moved 
with  his  family  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  in 
the  year  1831,  and  located  upon  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  Macon,  where  he  settled  and  began 
the  improvements  of  the  farm,  and  at  the  same  time 
and  for  many  years  thereafter,  practiced  his  profes- 
sion among  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  county. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  members  representing  Len- 
awee County  in  the  convention  of  1835,  which 
framed  the  first  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan. Dr.  Howell  is  still  living,  and  resides  with  one 
of  his  daughters  in  Macon.  He  was  born  in  1803, 
and  now  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  is  in  a 
remarkable  state  of  preservation,  both  physically 
and  mentally.  Mrs.  Howell  died  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1876,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  her  age. 
She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  two  girls  and 
six  boys,  of  whom  Judge  Howell  is  the  eldest. 

Judge  Howell  was  not  yet  four  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  settled  in  Lenawee  County,  and  here 
he  passed  his  boyhood  upon  the  farm  and  in  the 
district  school  of  the  neighborhood,  until  well  ad- 
vanced in  young  manhood.  From  1847  to  1850 
he  pursued  his  education  at  Tecumseh,  and  at  the 
Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Albion,  Mich.  In  the  fall  of 
1850  he  commenced  the  study  of  his  profession — 
the  law — at  Adrian,  in  the  office  of  F.  C.  Beaman 
and  R.  R.  Beecher,  then  the  leading  attorneys  of 
Lenawee  County.  In  1853,  he  graduated  from  the 
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law  department  of  the  College  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
standing  first  in  his  class  of  thirty-three.  After 
graduation,  Judge  Howell  returned  to  Adrian,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  the  law  in  partnership 
with  Judge  Beaman,  his  former  preceptor.  Later, 
and  in  1855,  he  joined  in  a  law  partnership  with 
Judge  R.  R.  Beecher,  with  whom  he  continued  in 
successful  practice  for  many  years.  While  in 
practice  he  was  three  times  elected  to  the  office 
of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  for  two 
terms,  1865  and  1867,  he  represented  Lenawee 
County  in  the  State  Senate. 

In  1871  our  subject  was  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  supervise  and 
certify  to  a  new  compilation  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  then  lately  ordered  by  the  Legislature.  But 
this  position  was  soon  after  resigned,  and  there- 
upon, in  pursuance  of  a  recent  act  of  the  Legislature, 
he  was  immediately  appointed  by  the  Governor  as 
Special  Commissioner  to  prepare  general  laws  for 
the  incorporation  of  cities  and  villages  in  the  State. 
Bills  for  that  purpose  were  accordingly  prepared 
and  submitted  by  him,  and  were  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  at  its  next  session,  and  are  now  a  part 
of  the  general  statutes  of  the  State.  In  1879  the 
Legislature  again  ordered  a  new  compilation  of  the 
general  statutes  of  the  State,  and  Judge  Howell  was 
elected  compiler  in  joint  convention  of  the  Senate 
and  House,  but  the  measure  failing  to  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  Governor,  no  further  action 
was  taken  under  it.  But  soon  after  this  he  com- 
piled and  published,  as  a  work  of  private  enterprise, 
a  complete  edition  of  the  general  statutes  of  the 
State,  in  force,  with  copious  annotations  from  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  This  work,  now 
known  as  ''  Howell's  Annotated  Statutes  of  Michi- 
gan," was  subsequently  approved  and  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  as  the  authorized  compilation  of  the 
laws,  and  the  same  is  now,  by  such  authority,  in 
use  as  such  throughout  the  State.  While  in  prac- 
tice at  the  bar  Judge  Howell  also  enlarged,  revised 
and  published  several  editions  of  '*  Tiffany's  Jus- 
tice's Guide  "  and  ''  Tiffany's  Criminal  Law,"  both 
of  which  he  has  made  standard  works  of  practice 
in  Michigan. 

In  the  spring  of   1881   Judge  Howell  was,  upon 
the  nomination  of  both  political  parties,  elected  to 
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his  present  position  upon  the  bench  of  the  First 
Judicial  Circuit. 

In  June,  1859,  Judge  Howell  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Adelia  Beecher  Tower,  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Philo  Tower  and  Cynthia  D. 
(Beecher)  Tower.  Two  sons  have  blessed  the  union 
of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Howell,  viz:  Robert  Beecher,  a 
graduate  of  Naval  Academy,  at  Annapolis,  Md., 
and  Charles  Arthur,  now  a  student  at  the  Michigan 
University  at  Ann  Arbor.  These  sons  are  young 
men  of  sterling  qualities,  of  whom  not  only  the  par- 
ents but  the  community  at  large,  refer  to  with  a  sense 
of  pride. 

Judge  Howell  became  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  has 
ever  since  kept  himself  closely  identified  with  all  its 
interests.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church;  in  earlier  years  he  was 
an  active  member  of  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  F. 
&  A.  M. 

(^.  LANSON  WOOLSEY.     The  gentleman  of 
^^1    whose  history  we  give  a  brief  synopsis  is 
an   enterprising  and    influential  citizen  of 
i^J  Madison    Township.     He    is    one    of    the 

early  settlers  of  the  place,  and  the  only  man  now 
living  here  Avho  bought  his  land  direct  from  the 
Government.  Mr.  Woolsey  is  a  native  of  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  first  saw  the  light  Feb.  5, 
1813.  He  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  spent  sixteen 
years  in  Columbia  County,  and  in  Monroe  and  On- 
tario Counties.  Alanson  Woolsey  is  the  son  of 
Richard  and  Mercy  (Mosher)  Woolsey,  who  were 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children — Hannah,  Lemuel, 
Henry,  Ambrose,  Sally,  Whiting,  James  J.,  Daniel, 
Jason,  Augustus,  Alanson,  Malinda  and  Alonzo. 
Five  of  these  are  still  living :  two  in  Michigan,  one  in 
Chicago,  III,  one  in  California,  and  one  in  Monroe 
County,  N.   Y. 

After  arriving  at  manhood,  Michigan  seemed  to 
Mr.  Woolse}^  to  offer  greater  facilities  for  pursuing 
his  chosen  occupation  than  New  York,  so  to  this 
State  he  came  in  the  early  fall  of  the  year  1838. 
Doubtless  he  had  been  considering  this  change  in 
his  life  for  some  time,  and  being  conscious  that  the 
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counsel  and  companionship  of  a  good  wife  would 
be  of  inestimable  value  to  a  young  man  just  start- 
ing in  a  new  country,  he  was  united  in  marriage  in 
AHctor,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  29,  1837,  to  Miss 
Mahala,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Olney) 
Ladd,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
respectively.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Elvira;  Ellas  R.,  who  died  when 
three  months  old ;  Mahala,  Cassandana,  William, 
Hiram,  Calista,  Adaline  E.,  Smith  and  Jennett.  Of 
these  seven  are  still  living :  three  in  Michigan,  three 
in  York  State  and  one  in  Minnesota. 

The  first  three  months  after  coming  to  Michigan, 
Alanson  Woolsey  lived  in  Dover  Township,  this 
county,  where  he  had  a  tract  of  land,  and  two  acres 
of  this  he  cleared  and  sowed  with  wheat.  The 
same  fall  he  bought  1 60  acres  of  school  land  on 
section  16  of  Madison  Township,  and  having  in- 
domitable perseverance  and  courage,  he  erected  a 
log  house  in  which  they  lived  for  some  years,  and 
set  to  work  clearing  it,  and  getting  it  ready  for  cul- 
tivation. By  continued  industry,  combined  with 
superior  judgment,  he  has  since  been  enabled  to  add 
to  the  original  purchase  until  he  is  now  the  pos- 
sessor of  two  tine  farms  of  205  acres  of  valuable 
land,  worth  in  the  vicinity  of  $100  an  acre.  The 
log  cabin  they  left  long  ago  for  their  pleasant  farm 
house,  near  which  he  has  erected  substantial  farm 
buildings. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W^oolsey  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  live  children:  John  W. ; 
William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  j^ears;  Calista, 
the  wife  of  P.  B.  Chase,  residing  in  Madison  Town- 
ship; Charles  residing  in  Chicago,  and  Rudolph  A., 
who  married  P^hzabeth  Douglas,  and  resides  in 
Madison,  of  which  place  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk 
in  the  spring  of  1887. 

Besides  being  a  successful  agriculturist  Mr. 
Woolsey  has  other  claims  to  distinction.  Possess- 
ing in  a  marked  degree  the  mechanical  ingenuity 
which  characterizes  so  many  of  his  countrymen, 
about  the  year  1870  he  patented  his  well-known, 
serviceable  invention  under  the  name  of  the  Wool- 
sey Road  Scraper.  Mr.  Woolsey  has  done  much  to 
further  public  interests,  and  has  served  in  some  of 
the  town  offices.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  declined  to  serve.     In  politics   he  is  a 


stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  Woolsej^  has  proved  a 
helpmeet  to  her  husband  in  the  broadest  sense  of 
the  word  for  over  half  a  century,  as  they  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  Nov.  29,  1887.  All 
their  children  were  present  except  one  daughter, 
who  resides  in  California,  and  the  part}^  included 
also  the  grandchildren.  It  was  a  season  of  heart- 
felt joy  and  congratulations,  as  all  joined  in  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  the  venerable  couple  might 
long  be  spared  to  the    society  they  so   well    adorn. 


OATHANIEL  K.  BO  WEN.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  a  retired  farmer,  passing  the 
evening  of  a  well-spent  life  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  settled  in  1839.  Like  most  men  at  that 
day,  he  believed  a  location  in  or  at  the  edge  of 
a  timber  district  an  indispensable  element  to  suc- 
cess. His  first  tract  was  one  of  sixty  acres,  situated 
on  section  18,  Clinton  Township.  He  has  now 
seventy  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  well-improved 
land. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  saw  the  light  in 
Bristol  Township,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  15, 
1810,  and  is  the  son  of  George  Bo  wen,  who  was 
a  farmer  and  carpenter.  He  was  a  patriot  and  a 
lover  of  liberty,  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
escaping  therefrom  unscathed.  George  Bovven  was 
married  in  Ontaria  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Phila  M. 
Booth,  who  was  also  born  and  reared  in  that  State, 
where  they  resided  many  years  after  their  marriage 
in  Bristol  Township,  Ontario  County.  They  after- 
ward went  to  Monroe  County  of  that  State,  and 
four  years  later,  in  1836,  came  to  Tecumseh,  Mich., 
where  they  died   full  of  years  and  honor. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Sophia  Phillips, 
who  was  born  in  Bristol,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
1814,  and  died  at  her  home  in  1840.  She  became 
the  mother  of  two  children,  George  and  Jeremiah, 
of  whom  the  latter  is  deceased;  George  married 
Abbie  M.  Frost,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Clinton 
Township. 

In  1842  Mr.  Bovven  was  a  second  time  married, 
in  Clinton  Township,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Spaulding, 
who  was  born  in  Seneca  Township,  N.  Y.,  in  1815. 
She  went  with  her   parents   to  Ohio  when  a  child, 
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locating  near  Akron,  and  afterward  came  to  Michi- 
gan, settling  in  Macon  Township,  this  county. 
Mrs.  Bowen  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  D. 
K.  and  DeWitt  C,  the  former  of  whom  took  for 
his  wife  Mary  Gillett,  residing  at  Dundee,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  Mich.  She  had  lost  her  parents  vvhen  a 
child  of  twelve  years,  but  was  brave  and  resolute 
enough  to  earn  her  own  livelihood  at  domestic 
work ;  she  is  the  mother  of  two  children — Zella  I. 
and  Roy  E.  The  son  is  engaged  in  working  his 
father's  farm.  DeWitt  C.  married  Miss  Clyde 
Stewart,  and  is  farming  in  Adrian  Township;  they 
have  one  child,  Floyd  D. 

Nathaniel  K.  Bowen  was  an  active  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  until  1870,  when  he  retired  from  active 
business.  He  and  his  sons  are  identified  with  the 
Republican  party. 
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YMAN  H.  ALDRICH.  Prominent  among 
^^  the  residents  of  this  section  of  country 
stands  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
located  on  section  34,  Seneca  Township,  where  he 
owns  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
section  since  1848,  and  has  erected  on  his  farm  a 
neat  and  substantial  residence,  wdth  all  the  out- 
buildings necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  his  calling  as  an  agriculturist. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Abner  and 
Emily  (Henderson)  Aldrich,  the  former  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  born  near  the  city  of  Providence, 
while  the  latter  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  New  York  State.  When  a  youth  of  about  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  Abner  Aldrich  came  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  met  and  married  Miss  Emih^  Hen- 
derson. Soon  after  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  removed  to  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  where 
they  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land,  and 
engaged  hi  its  improvement  until  their  death. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  ten  lived  to 
years  of  maturity. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  third  son  and  the  third 
in  order  of  birth  in  the  family,  was  born   in  Green 


Creek  Township,  Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio,  Nov.  21, 
1826,  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
as  good  an  education  as  was  obtainable  in  the 
common  schools  of  those  days.  During  his  youth 
he  was  variously  employed  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  making  his  home,  however,  with  his 
parents.  After  his  marriage  he  rented  the  old 
homestead  for  one  year,  and  in  1  848  came  to  what 
is  now  Royalton  Township,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  land  on 
the  line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan.  After  a 
residence  in  this  place  of  two  and  one-half  years, 
he  was  compelled,  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  to 
sacrifice  his  farm,  and  he  was  left  almost  without 
means.  He  came  to  Seneca  Township,  this  county, 
in  the  autumn  of  1850,  and  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  on  section  35,  on  which  he  built  a  log  house 
and  lived  until  1865,  when  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  on  section  34,  where  he  has  since  resided ; 
Mr.  Aldrich  has  disposed  of  part  of  his  farm  and 
now  owns  sixty  acres. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Green  Creek  Township,  Sandusk}^  Co., 
Ohio,  May  13,  1847,  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Nancy  (Wright)  Lybarker,  the  former 
of  German  ancestry,  and  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
while  the  latter  was  of  English  and  Scotch  ancestry, 
and  was  a  native  of  Detroit,  Mich.  After  their 
marriage  they  settled  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Green  Creek  Township, 
Sandusky  Co.,  Ohio.  The}^  afterward  removed  to 
Isabella  Count^y,  Mich.,  where  the  father  passed 
away  to  his  final  rest;  the  wife  had  previousl}^  died 
in  Springfield,  Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  where  she  resided 
with  her  daughter.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  seven  sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  whom  nine  lived  to  years  of  maturit}'.  Mrs. 
Aldrich,  the  eighth  child,  was  born  in  Springfield, 
Erie  Co.,  Pa.,  April  12,  1828. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  and  named  as 
follows:  Edgar  D.,  Henry  A.  and  Yiola;  the  names 
of  the  deceased  children  were  Nancy,  Alice  and 
Amelia.  Edgar  married  Olive  Bickford;  Henry 
took  to  wife  Louisa  A.  Dull,  and  Yiola  is  the  wife 
of  Feleh  Haywood ;  Nancy  died  in  infancy ;  Alice 
died  in  Seneca  Township  when  eighteen  years  of 
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age,  and  Amelia  died  in  the  same  township  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  held  the  position  of 
Highway  Commissioner  three  years,  acting  alike 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. Fie  is  not  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to 
devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  domestic  affairs. 
He  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  Juryman  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Lenawee  County  four  times  since 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  this  county. 

^OSIAH  OSGOOD.  There  are  few  persons 
1  remaining  any  length  of  time  in  Medina 
^.^  Township  who  have!  not  become  familiar 
(^^  with  the  name  of  this  gentleman,  who  has 
been  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens  many  years. 
Besides  having  accumulated  a  good  property,  he 
has  held  the  various  local  offices,  serving  as  Con- 
stable, School  Inspector,  Drain  Commissioner,  Jury- 
man, and  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  last 
six  years.  He  and  his  estimable  lady  are  among 
the  pillars  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
politically  Mr.  O.  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  temperance. 

This  branch  of  the  Osgood  family  has  been  prom- 
inent in  New  England  for  several  generations. 
Some  of  the  later  descendants  finally  settled  in 
Connecticut,  where  William  Osgood,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  Oct.  3,  1770.  He  finally  re- 
moved to  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Magdalena  Covert,  who  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  June  12,  1779.  They  began  life 
together  in  the  town  of  Lodi,  and  there  spent  the 
remaining  years  of  their  lives,  the  death  of  the 
father  taking  place  in  1823,  while  the  mother  sur- 
vived her  husband  thirty  years  and  died  at  Lodi  in 
1853.  They  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children 
who,  with  one  exception,  lived  to  mature  j^ears,  and 
of  whom  our  subject,  Josiah,  the  youngest  living 
child,  was  born  April  11,  1817,  near  Lodi,  N.  Y. 
He  received  a  common-school  education,  and  con- 
tinued on  the  farm  of  his  father  until  reaching  his 
majority. 

A   few  months  after   his    twenty-first   birthday, 


young  Osgood,  in  the  fall  of  1838,  arrived  in  this 
county,  and  not  long  afterward  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Medina  Township.  He  was  not  then 
prepared  to  enter  upon  its  improvement  and  culti- 
vation, being  without  means,  team  or  implements, 
and  consequently  employed  himself  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do  for  two  years  following.  Li  the 
latter  part  of  1840  he  began  to  clear  his  land,  put- 
ting in  a  crop  of  wheat  in  the  fall,  and  harvesting 
three  acres  the  following  summer.  In  the  winter 
of  1841-42,  in  company  with  A.  H.  Colegrove,  he 
rented  the  Tiffin  mill,  west  of  the  young  town  of 
Medina,  which  they  operated  until  spring,  and  then 
Mr.  O.  worked  upon  his  land.  In  the  fall  he  pro- 
ceeded as  before,  and  thus  put  in  his  time  profitably 
until  his  means  justified  giving  his  whole  attention 
to  his  farm. 

One  of  the  highest  ambitions  of  the  young  men 
of  those  days  was  the  establishment  of  a  home  and 
domestic  ties  of  their  own.  Mr.  Osgood  had  here- 
tofore lived  with  Chauncy  Hollister,  but  in  1844 
he  put  up  a  plank  house  on  his  land,  to  which  he  j 
brought  a  bride  in  the  winter  of  1845,  having  been  I 
married  Sept.  10,  1844,  to  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter  f 
of  John  R.  and  Charity  (Phillips)  Foster,  natives  | 
respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  Vermont.  After  I 
marriage  the  parents  settled  in  Orleans  County,  N.  | 
Y.,  where  the  father  carried  on  farming  until  1833,  I 
when  he  left  the  Empire  State  with  his  family,  and  f 
cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Michigan  Territory.  I 
He  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  this  county,  and  f 
tlieir  son  Henry  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  f 
Medina  Township.  Mr.  Foster  took  up  200  acres  | 
of  Government  land,  which  was  the  first  pur- 
chase of  land  in  that  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foster  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely : 
John  Reed,  Mary  C,  Chloe  P.,  Augustus  W.,  Henry 
C,  Martha  V.,  George  R.  and  Ira  H.  Henry,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  enlisted  in  Company  D,  I8th 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  fatally  wounded  in 
battle,  dying  in  October,  1862.  P'our  of  the  chil- 
dren are  now  living;  the  parents  are  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osgood  worked  together  in  their 
efforts  to  build  up  a  home,  and  in  due  time  their 
humble  dwelling  was  brightened  by  the  presence  of 
five  children,  named  respectively :  Omer  D.,  Ellen 
A.,  Elmer  W.,    Willie  R.   and  Darwin  11.     Omer    *; 
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D.,  a  manufacturer  residing  at  Morenci,  married  Miss 
Harriet  Stites,  and  they  have  four  children  living— 
Frederick  E.,  Edith  May,  Burt  F.  and  Anna;  one 
infant  died  unnamed.  Miss  Ellen  Osgood  became 
the  wife  of  N.  V.  Coomer,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Isabella  County,  this  State;  they  have  four  children 
—Mary  Florence,  Martha  Viola,  Mabel  L.  and  Eva 
L.  Elmer  W.  Osgood  married  Miss  Ada  Frantz, 
and  is  engaged  as  a  manufacturer  and  dealer  in 
hardware  at  Britton,  Mich.;  they  have  two  children 
—Frank  J.  and  Myrtle  May.  Willie  R.  is  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  Elmer  at  Britton;  Dar- 
win, a  promising  young  man  of  twenty-one  years, 
attended  the  High  School  at  Morenci  two  years,  and 
still  remains  a  member  of  the  parental  household. 
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ANIEIL  FISK,  a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Seneca  Township,  is  a  man  who 
has  made  much  of  his  opportunities  in 
life,  being  a  keen  observer  of  men  and 
things,  and  as  such  has  watched  with  more  than 
ordinary  interest  the  early  settlement  and  growth 
of  Lenawee  County.  He  recollects  the  time  when 
the  rails  of  the  Kalamazoo  Railroad  were  being 
laid  and  when  the  ticket  agent  occupied  a  very 
small  office  in  a  building  little  better  than  a  shanty. 
The  first  cars  were  drawn  by  horses,  and  the  father 
of  Daniel  was  a  stockholder  in  the  company.  The 
enterprise  had  been  inaugurated  by  the  people  of 
that  section,  and  the  road  was  principally  built  by 
subscription  from  the  farmers,  as  it  was  a  project 
established  for  their  benefit.  The  year  following 
steam  was  substituted  for  horse  power,  and  the 
first  locomotive  would  doubtless  now  be  a  great 
curiosity. 

Not  only  this  but  the  various  other  enterprises 
of  Lenawee  County  at  that  time  received  the 
lively  support  of  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence.  Daniel,  who  was  born  in 
Chemung  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  1,  1825,  came  here  with 
his  father  in  1 833  and  attended  the  first  school  in 
Fairfield  Township,  which  was  conducted  in  an  old 
log  house  that  had  been  vacated  by  some  discour- 
aged settler.       Jahiv/.  Fisk,   the  father,   was  one  of 


the  men  who  organized  one  of  the  first  school  dis- 
tricts in  Madison  Township,  in  1838.  Our  subject 
remembers  when  the  foundation  stones  of  Michi- 
gan University  were  laid  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  marked 
the  institution  as  it  grew  from  infancy  to  one  of 
the  most  noted  colleges  in  the  Northwest.  His 
uncle.  Prof.  Andrew  Tenbrook,  was  its  first  Presi- 
dent. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jabez  and  Cather- 
ine (Tenbrook)  Fisk,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Massachusetts  and  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.  The 
father  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Erie  and  Black 
Rock,  where  he  w^as  severely  wounded  in  the  neck. 
Jabez  Fisk  had  left  the  Bay  State  in  his  youth  and 
settled  in  Chemung  County,  where  he  w^as  married 
and  continued  a  resident  until  1833.  The  house- 
hold then  included  several  children,  for  whose  wel- 
fare the  father  was  extremely  anxious,  and  on 
account  of  them  he  determined  to  remove  to  a 
locality  where  he  could  obtain  land  at  a  less  price 
than  in  New  York  State,  and  which  would  increase 
in  value.  He  accordingly  gathered  together  his 
household  effects,  and  with  his  family  started  for 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  within  whose  limits  he 
arrived  on  the  3d  of  June,  1833.  He  settled  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Madison  Township,  on  sec- 
tion 35,  when  the  country  was  a  wilderness  for 
miles  around.  He  built  a  cabin  in  the  forest,  and 
proceeded  to  fell  the  trees  around  it  and  cultivate 
the  soil,  each  season  finding  a  larger  area  devoted 
to  corn  and  wheat.  Besides  his  own  excessive 
labor  at  home  he  kept  an  eye  out  to  his  far-away 
neighbors  and  those  who  were  coming  into  the 
township,  assisting  the  latter  to  make  their  selection 
of  land  and  build  their  log  cabins.  His  latch-string 
was  ever  out  to  the  traveler,  who  was  always  wel- 
come to  partake  of  the  household  fare,  and  he  fre- 
quently piloted  settlers  to  Morenci  before  there 
was  a  trail  plain  enough  for  them  to  follow.  He 
was  also  instrumental  in  laying  out  the  two  angling 
roads  to  Morenci,  and  from  Jordan's  Tavern  to 
Canandaigua,  one  of  which  was  called  the  "  Bean 
Creek  Road,"  and  the  other  started  at  what  is  now 
Sand  Creek,  and  running  to  Morenci  was  called  the 
'^Angling  Road." 

Jabez  Fisk  took  up  400  acres  of  land  in  Fairfield 
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and  Madison  Townships  at  the  Government  price, 
and  made  his  home  in  the  latter  until  1 847.  Thence 
he  removed  to  a  farm  near  the  town  of  Dover, 
where  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  1867,  when 
seventy -three  years  old.  His  wife,  Catherine,  sur- 
vived her  husband  but  three  years,  and  was  also 
seventy-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Their  family  included  thirteen  children,  ten  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Daniel  of  our  sketch 
was  the  fifth  child.  He  assisted  his  father  in  build- 
ing up  the  homestead  in  the  wilderness  and,  like  the 
latter,  was  industrious,  frugal  and  economical,  am- 
bitious to  make  a  home  of  his  own  and  be  a  man 
among  men. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  Daniel  Fisk  were 
passed  in  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner,  and 
Avhen  twenty-seven  years  of  age  he  took  to  himself 
a  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Quick,  of  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  to  whom 
he  was  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Septem- 
ber, 1852.  Mrs.  Fisk  was  the  daughter  of  Lewis 
and  Maria  (Clapp)  Quick,  of  Saratoga  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  born  on  the  6th  of  May,  1828;  she 
continued  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 
Lewis  Quick  died  in  July,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  and  his  wife  Maria,  surviving 
him  three  years,  died  in  1884,  when  eighty-three 
3^ears  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter ;  Mrs.  F.  was  the  second 
child  in  order  of  birth. 

Immediately  after  marriage  our  subject  and  his 
wife  settled  upon  land  on  section  1  in  Seneca 
Township,  commencing  in  a  manner  suitable  to 
their  means  and  surroundings,  and  now  in  their 
later  years  are  enjoying  the  reward  of  their  early 
toiland  frugality.  The  homestead  embraces  160 
acres  of  land,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  cleared 
by  Mr.  Fisk  himself,  and  he  has  spent  much  money 
in  the  erection  of  buildings,  having  a  good  resi- 
dence, barns  and  sheds,  and  everything  for  his  con- 
venience. Three  chiklren  came  to  bless  the  house- 
hold and  were  named  respectivelj^  Fred  M.,  Carrie 
M.  and  Harry  J.  Their  eldest  son,  Frederick,  a 
commercial  traveler,  makes  his  home  in  California, 
and  has  been  highly  favored  in  point  of  opportuni- 
ties to  see  the  world,  having  already  circumnavi- 
ated  the  globe.     He  starts  out  on  his  third  trip  to 


Australia,  April  5,  1888.  He  married  Miss  Lilly 
M.  Blair,  of  Morenci,  and  they  have  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Rena  May.  Miss  Carrie  M.  Fisk  is  in  busi- 
ness for  herself  at  Detroit,  while  Harry  J.  con- 
tinues at  home  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Fisk  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  politically,  and  with  his  wife  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

— ^ -^^f^' ^^^^^ 

UGH  DAVITT,  since  the  spring  of  1854,  has 
carried  on  farming  continuously  in  Medina 
Township,  and  as  the  result  of  industry i 
prudence  and  frugality,  has  secured  for  him- 
self an  unincumbered  farm,  comprising  one  of  the 
most  comfortable  homes  in  this  township.  It  em- 
braces ninety-seven  acres  of  land  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  with  suitable  farm  buildings,  a 
goodly  assortment  of  live  stock,  and  the  various 
other  appurtenances  of  the  model  farm.  Mr. 
Davitt,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  born  in  1810,  and 
is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Bridget  (Scanlan)  Davitt, 
who  were  also  of  Irish  birth  and  parentage,  and 
spent  their  entire  lives  upon  their  native  soil,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1838.  They  were  hard-working, 
honest  people,  who  provided  for  their  children  to 
the  best  of  their  ability,  and  taught  them  early  in 
life  to  depend  upon  themselves. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  his  native  county,  in 
1842,  and  remained  there  engaged  in  farming  until 
the  summer  of  1847,  when  he  determined  to  seek 
his  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  though  it  was  not 
without  regret  that  he  bade  adieu  to  the  friends  of 
his  childhood  and  youth.  Accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  one  child  he  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at 
Liverpool,  and  five  weeks  later  set  foot  upon 
American  soil  in  the  great  city  of  New  York. 
From  the  metropolis  they  made  their  way  to  the 
town  of  Macedon,  where  Mr.  Davitt  was  engaged  in 
mason  work  about  seven  years,  and  whence,  iu  1854, 
he  came  to  this  county.  He  first  purchased  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Medina  Township,  and  went  to 
work  in  earnest  to  cultivate  the  soil,  and  establish  a 
permanent  home.  He  was  prospered  in  his  labors 
and  added  to  his  real  estate,  putting  up  from  time 
to  time  the  neat  and  substantial  buildings  which  the 
passing  traveler   now  observes   with    interest,  and 
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adding  the  other  embellishments  which  go  to  make 
up  the  complete  homestead.  For  a  man  who 
landed  in  America  with  twenty-live  cents  in  his 
pocket  and  a  family  on  his  hands,  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  that  he  has  made  good  use  of  his  time, 
and  spent  few  days  in  idleness. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  a  native  of  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  w^as  Miss  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Rosa  (Gallagher)  Donnelly,  who  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  and  spent  their  last  years 
in  Ireland.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have 
been  born  twelve  children.  Their  eldest  son.  John, 
is  a  native  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  but  the  other 
children  were  born  in  this  country,  four  in  New^ 
York  State,  and  the  rest  in  Lenawee  County.  John 
has  developed  into  a  capable  and  intelligent  young- 
man,  is  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  lives  in  Da- 
kota; the  eldest  daughter,  Rosa,  married  Michael 
Tierney,  of  Chicago;  Harriet  Ann  is  the  wife  of 
Walter  Wright,  of  Hudson  Township;  James  is  a 
practicing  attorney  at  Saginaw;  and  Lizzie  A., 
Thomas,  Katie  H.  and  Clara  are  at  home  with  their 
parents,  Patrick  died  in  Ireland,  William  in  Da- 
kota, Michael  at  the  homestead  in  Michigan,  and 
Mary  in  New  York. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davitt  were  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  are  among  the  leading 
members  of  the  society  at  Hudson.  Mr.  D.  upon 
becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  identified  himself 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  is  now  greatly  in- 
terested in  and  favors  Prohibition. 

-^ ^-^ ^-^ 
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EDMUND  HALL,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  Lenawee  County,  occupies  a  very 
'  large  spot  in  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
this  section.  He  came  here  in  the  midst  of  his 
youth  and  strength,  and  bravely  set  to  work  not 
only  to  build  up  for  himself  a  good  position,  so- 
cially and  financially,  but  to  assist  those  around 
him  as  he  had  opportunity.  He  is  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known  as  one  of  the  most  generous  men 
of  this  section,  one  who  has  unselfishW  administered 
to  the  comfort  and  the  happiness  of  a  large  num- 
ber  of  people,  and  who  counts  among  his  close 
friends  and  warm  admirers  the  best  residents  of 
-^-- ^ ^ ^ ^ — 


Lenawee  County.  As  the  central  figure  of  a  most 
interesting  history,  his  biography  will  be  perused  by 
,young  and  old  with  deep  and  gratified  interest.  It 
is  that  of  a  man  eminently  worthy  of  representa- 
tion in  a  work  which  aims  to  simply  give  a  man  his 
dues,  and  portray  in  a  truthful  manner  the  events 
of  the  olden  times,  and  their  marked  contrast  to 
the  present — a  present  which  is  rich  in  advantages, 
the  result  of  the  labors  and  example  of  the  men  of 
fifty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Hall  came  to  this  county  in  1834,  and  took 
up  100  acres  of  wild  land  on  section  25,  in  Raisin 
Township,  of  which  he  has  since  been  in  possession. 
He  then  returned  to  his  home  in  New^  York  State, 
but  came  back  to  the  West  the  following  3^ear,  and 
began  in  earnest  the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
home.  In  common  with  the  early  settlers  he  la- 
l)ored  often  under  great  difficulties,  with  imper- 
fectly constructed  farm  implements,  and  the  market 
miles  away.  He  had  ^'come  to  stay,"  however, 
proving  himself  equal  to  every  emergency,  and  the 
result  of  his  plodding  industry  soon  made  itself 
apparent  in  a  good  farm  with  excellent  improve- 
ments, and  now  consisting  of  147  acres,  he  having 
added  to  his  first  purchase.  He  has  never  been  very 
much  devoted  to  style  and  fashion,  but  is  a  sim- 
ple, honest  and  reliable  man,  who  is  prompt  in 
meeting  his  obligations  and  follows  the  Christian 
precept,  aiming  to  do  to  others  as  he  would  have 
them  do  to  him.  This  purest  of  moral  principles 
has  served  him  well  through  the  vicissitudes  of  a 
long  and  eventful  life,  and  no  man  enjoys  in  a 
larger  measure  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Pompey,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  20, 
1807,  and  is  the  son  of  Edmund  Hall,  a  native 
of  New  York,  who  passed  away  many  years  ago. 
Edmund  distinguished  himself  during  his  early 
years  as  a  diligent  and  thoughtful  youth,  and  gave 
early  evidence  of  those  principles  of  high  morality 
which  have  been  one  of  the  distinguishing  charac- 
teristics of  his  later  life.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  coming  to  the  West,  and  in  the 
meantime  had  selected  the  lady  who  was  to  share 
his  home  in  the  future.  This  was  Miss  Lucretia 
Raymond,  whom  he  had  known  in  his  childhood, 
and  to  whom  he  was  married    after  coming  to   this 
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county,  on  the  lOtli  of  February,  1836.  Mrs.  Hall 
is  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  her  husband,  and 
was  born  in  Wheeler  Township,  Steuben  County, 
April  24,  1811.  Her  parents,  Rnfus  and  Ruharaa 
(Anils)  Raymond,  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State  and  married  in  Steuben  County,  where  their 
elder  children  were  born.  They  came  to  the  West  in 
1834,  when  their  daughter  Lucretia  was  a  young 
lady  and  the  father  took  up  a  tract  of  unbroken 
land  in  Raisin  Township,  where  they  continued  to 
live  on  a  farm,  and  where  the  mother  died  in  the 
spring  of  1845.  The  father  afterward  removed 
to  another  part  of  the  township,  and  survived  his 
wife  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  his  death  taking 
place  in  1865,  when  he  was  nearly  eighty  years  of 
age.  He  belonged  to  the  Presbterian  Church,  while 
the  mother  was  a  devoted  Methodist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  lived  together  harmo- 
niously for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years,  and 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  Feb.  10,  1886. 
This  was  an  occasion  which  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  the  115  guests  who  had  the  happiness 
of  being  present.  This  large  company,  includ- 
ing their  children  and  their  grandchildren,  came 
on  this  day  to  congratulate  them  and  express 
the  hope  that  they  would  be  found  in  their  old 
place  for  many  years  to  come  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  friends  who  have  known  them  so  long  and  are 
so  deeply  attached  to  them.  Mrs.  Hall  was  the 
eldest  of  thirteen  children,  and  by  her  union  with 
our  subject  became  the  mother  of  four  children. 
Those  living  are  Austin  G.,  a  sketch  of  whom  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and  Ruhama  E., 
the  wife  of  James  T.  Lane,  who  operates  the  home 
farm.  The  deceased,  James  H.  and  Rufus  R.,  were 
married  and  lived  in  this  county,  occupied  as 
farmers. 

Mr.  Hall  was  in  earlier  years  a  Whig,  and  identified 
himself  with  the  Republicans  upon  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  old  party.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  eight  years  and  has  also  served 
as  Road  Commissioner.  In  his  reflections  upon  the 
various  changes  in  a  life  which  he  may  justly  con- 
sider well  spent,  he  may  take  ample  comfort  in  the 
thought  that  he  has  done  what  he  could  in  assisting 
the  enterprises  which  have  developed  one  of  the  fin- 
est sections  of  country  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and 


no  man  can  point  to  a  mean  or  dishonest  act  of 
which  he  is  guilty,  Mr.  Hall  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  good  lady 
in  her  religious  belief  is  of  the  Quaker  faith. 


DGAR  S.  HAGAMAN  is  among  the  prom- 
te)  inent  residents  of  Weston,  Fairfield  Town- 
V—^j  ship.  His  parents  were  Ira  J.  and  IClizabeth 
(Paddock)  Hagaman,  the  former  born  in  Shelby, 
Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  in  Scipio,  Seneca 
County;  they  were  of  German  and  Irish  ancestry. 
The  grandfather  was  Joseph  Hagaman,  who  came 
from  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.,  in  June,  1832,  arriving  in  Adrian;  the  grand- 
mother was  Elizabeth  Stout,  of  New  Jersey.  Ira 
J.  came  to  Lenawee  County  with  his  parents.  His 
wife's  parents  were  Nathan  and  Mary  Paddock,  of 
Adrian,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  Blissfield, 
Aug.  25,  1866,  and  the  latter  March  27,  1875. 

Ira  J.  Hagaman  was  married  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship, March  23,  1838,  but  removed  directly  after  to 
Fairfield  Township,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm  on 
section  8,  and  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Feb.  14,  1886.  His  wife  lives  with  her 
children,  of  whom  there  are  four — Mary  A.,  Edgar 
S.  and  Edson  B.,  twins,  and  Joseph  D.  Mary 
A.  was  born  Jan.  18,  1839,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Lewis  P.  Mead,  of  Jasper  County,  Iowa; 
Edgar  S.  and  Edson  B.  were  born  Jan.  25,  1844, 
and  Joseph  D.,  Oct.  29,  1854. 

Edgar  S.  Hagaman  was  married,  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1865,  to  Miss  Almyra  Thurber,  of  the 
township  of  Fairfield,  and  lived  with  his  father 
until  the  15th  of  January,  1867,  when  he  removed 
to  Jasper  County,  Iowa,  on  a  prairie  farm  of  1 60 
acres,  and  lived  there  until  March  5,  1875.  He 
then  returned  to  the  township  of  Fairfield,  and 
bought  100  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  father's 
farm,  and  lived  there  until  September,  1882,  when 
he  removed  to  Weston  and  engaged  in  the 
buying  and  handling  of  all  kinds  of  grain,  seed 
and  coal.  In  the  year  1884  he  bought  the  flouring- 
mill  interest  of  S.  W.  Keene,  of  Weston,  in  what 
was  known  as  the  Weston  Milling  Company.  They 
met  with  the  loss  of  said  mill  April  4,  1885,  after 
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which  Mr.  Ilagamaii  bought  out  the  other  partners, 
and  rebuilt  the  mill,  which  is  not  excelled  by  any 
in  Southern  Michigan.  It  is  a  full  roller  mill 
of  seventy-five-barrel  capacity,  with  a  good  saw- 
mill, planer,  matcher  and  molding  machinery.  He 
owns  several  farms  in  this  township,  and  has  been 
a  prosperous  farmer  and  business  man,  and  of  great 
help  to  the  village  of  Weston. 

Mrs.  Almyra  Hagaman,  his  wife,  was  born  in  the 
year  1846,  September  14,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Robert  G.  and  Isabella  Thurber,  of  Fairfield  Town- 
ship. Her  father  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  and 
her  mother  was  born  in  Scotland;  they  were  mar- 
ried in  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  about  1835.  The 
mother  was  born  in  the  year  1813,  and  is  still 
living;  the  father  died  in  February,  1859,  aged 
fifty-one  years.  There  w^ere  born  to  them  James 
H.,  Jane  A.,  Nancy  H.,  Almyra  H.,  Jennett  S.  and 
Harriet  A.  Thurber,  of  whom  Almyra  is  the  fourth 
one  of  the  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagaman  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Weston,  he  helping 
to  build  a  fine  Methodist  church  before  he  became  a 
member,  and  in  the  year  1887  experienced  religion 
under  the  protracted  efforts  conducted  by  James  E. 
Withy,  the  pastor  in  charge. 


^=^EORGE  W.  AYERS,  attorney-at-law,  Jus- 
III  tice  of  the  Peace  and  Circuit  Court  Com- 
^^^  missioner  of  Lenawee  County,  at  Adrian, 
is  the  offspring  of  a  pioneer  family  of  this  county 
which  migrated  from  the  Empire  State  during  the 
early  settlement  of  Southern  Michigan.  They  be- 
came prominently  and  favorably  known  among  the 
citizens  of  the  community  struggling  into  existence, 
in  which  they  did  most  effective  service  in  its  moral 
and  financial  development. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Amanda 
J.  (Porter)  Ayers.  were  both  natives  of  New  York 
State,  the  father  born  in  Oneida  County  in  1822, 
and  the  mother  in  Chautauqua  County,  near  the 
town  of  Westfield,  Jan.  19,  1828.  John  Ayers 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  father's  family  in  1834, 
and  was  married  to  Amanda  J.  Porter  in  1852. 
They  became  the  parents  of  ^ve  children,  of  whom 


but  three  are  living:  Albert  J.,  the  eldest,  residing 
on  the  old  homestead,  located  by  his  grandfather, 
Septimus  Ayers,  on  section  35  in  Fairfield  Town- 
ship; Lyda  E.,  the  wife  of  Charles  F.  Morse,  who 
is  also  farming  in  that  township,  and  George  W., 
who  was  born  at  the  homestead  of  his  father,  five 
miles  south  of  the  village  of  Fairfield,  Dec.  7, 1854. 
Our  subject  spent  his  early  years  amid  the  peaceful 
scenes  of  farm  life,  receiving  his  rudimentary  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school,  and  later  entering  the 
High  School  at  Adrian,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1887.  He  commenced  his  law 
studies  in  the  office  of  B.  F.  Graves,  and  complet- 
ing them  under  the  tutelage  of  Judge  Stacey,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1883.  Desirous,  how- 
ever, of  adding  to  his  store  of  legal  knowledge,  in 
the  fall  of  that  same  year  Mr.  Ayers  entered  the 
senior  class  in  the  law  department  of  Michigan 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on  the 
26th  of  March  following.  He  at  once  returned 
to  Adrian  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession,  having  his  office  with  Judge 
Stacey  until  in  September,  1884,  when  he  trans- 
ferred his  business  to  the  office  of  C.  R.  Miller, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  April,  1887. 

Mr.  Ayers,  in  1884,  ws.s  elected  to  his  present 
office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and  re-elefcted 
in  1886,  receiving  a  flattering  majority  and  one 
much  in  excess  of  the  other  candidates.  In  April, 
1887,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
the  three  departments  of  his  business  realizes  a 
handsome  income.  He  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Adrian  Lodge  No.  8,  and  is  at 
present  acting  Commander  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees. 
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ATRICK  DONNELLY.  One  of  the  most 
noticeable  pieces  of  farm  property  in 
Medina  Township  is  that  which  is  situated 
on  section  6  and  belongs  to  the  gentleman 
whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch ;  and 
there  is  scarcely  a  finer  dwelling  in  this  section  of 
country.  The  barns  and  other  out-buildings  are  in 
keeping  with  the  residence,  and  the  w^hole  home- 
stead is  a  credit  to  the  proprietor.  The  land  is 
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under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  live 
stock  and  farm  machinery  denote  the  labor  of  an 
industrious  hand  and  the  supervision  of  a  well- 
balanced  head. 

The  early  home  of  Mr.  Donnelly  was  in  County 
Mayo,  Ireland,  where  he  began  life  Feb.  15,  1828, 
and  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  who 
labored  early  and  late  to  provide  for  the  w^ants  of 
his  family.  The  latter,  John  Donnelly,  married 
Miss  Rose  Gallagher,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children.  The}^  also  were  natives  of  County 
Mayo,  and  spent  all  their  lives  there,  the  mother 
dying  in  1881,  when  about  eighty-two  years  of  age, 
while  the  father  survived  his  wife  one  year  and  was 
eighty-six  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The 
Donnelly s  were  noted  for  longevity,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  living  to  the  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  and  six  years. 

Mr.  Donnelly  was  the  second  child  of  his  parents, 
and  early  in  life  began  to  think  about  the  future. 
His  ambition  was  to  attain  to  a  better  lot  than  had 
been  that  of  his  parents,  who  had  labored  hard  and 
with  small  returns,  and  as  he  saw  little  prospect  of 
bettering  his  condition  upon  his  native  soil  he  de- 
termined to  seek  another  countrj^  A  few  months 
after  reaching  his  majority  he  set  out,  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1849,  from  the  home  of  his  childhood,  and 
three  days  later  found  him  on  board  a  sailing-vessel 
bound  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  where  the  land- 
ing was  made  on  the  11th  of  August  following. 
Thence  young  Donnell}^  proceeded  by  steamer  to 
Boston,  and  from  there  made  his  way  by  canal  to 
Macedon,  N.  Y.,  where  he  arrived  with  a  few  cents 
in  his  pocket.  He  secured  work  the  next  day, 
however,  upon  a  farm,  and  worked  thereafter  as  the 
employe  of  one  man  for  a  period  of  four  years — 
which  speaks  well  for  both  master  and  man.  In 
the  meantime,  with  a  worthy  ambition  to  improve 
his  mind,  our  subject  attended  school  in  the  winter 
and  kept  himself  posted  as  well  as  he  could  upon 
matters  of  general  interest  to  the  intelligent  man. 

Our  subject,  in  1855,  resolved  to  take  the  advice 
of  Horace  Greeley  to  young  men  and  '^go  west." 
He  found  himself  in  this  county  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, and  not  long  afterward  purchased  sixt}-- 
^ve  acres  of  land  in  Medina  Township,  for  which 
he  paid   $500  of  monoy  which  he  had  earned,  be- 
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sides  sending  funds  home  to  his  father's  family  in 
Ireland.  He  continued  working  out  until  he  had 
enough  money  to  buy  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon, 
and  now  struck  the  first  blow  toward  felling  the 
heavy  tim1)er  on  his  purchase  and  preparing  the  soil 
for  cultivation.  He  labored  early  and  late  for  many 
years,  and  the  fertile  fields  which  now  lie  about  him 
with  the  comfortable  homestead  bear  silent  but 
forcible  witness  of  his  reward. 

Mr.  Donnelly  in  his  labors  has  had  the  assistance 
of  a  prudent  and  sensible  wife,  one  of  his  own 
countrywomen,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Ann 
Howley,  and  to  whom  he  w^as  married  in  Adrian 
Mich.,  Feb.  14,  1860.  Mrs.  Donnelly  was  born 
Dec.  25,  1839,  and  came  to  America  in  1851.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Martin) 
Howley,  natives  of  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives  and  where  all  their 
children  were  born.  Mr.  Howley  died  when  his 
daughter  Ann  was  a  child,  and  the  mother  died 
about  five  years  ago  at  a  very  old  age.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  our  subject  and  his  ivife  were :  Mary 
Ellen,  now  the  wife  of  William  Murray,  of  Medina 
Township;  Rose  Ann,  Mrs.  Ed  Kelly;  John  and 
Henry,  at  home  and  students  in  the  High  School; 
Patrick  Henry,  and  two  babes  who  died  unnamed. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  includes  ninety-seven 
and  a  half  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  forty  acres  in 
Hillsdale  County.  In  his  community  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  he  is  held  in  that  high  regard 
which  honesty,  frugality  and  uprightness  invariably 
command.  He  gives  his  main  attention  to  his  farm 
and  his  family,  meddling  little  with  politics  other- 
wise than  to  cast  a  straight  Democratic  ticket  at 
general  elections.  The  family  are  members  and 
regular  attendants  of  the  Catholic  Church  at 
Hudson. 

JOHANNES  A.  LeFEYER,  formerly  a  highly 
respected  resident  of  Blissfield  Township, 
was  born  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  2, 
1810.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1864,  pur- 
chasing first  a  tract  of  land  in  Palmyra  Township, 
where  he  lived  about  twelve  years  and  made  many 
improvements,  then  rented  that  farm  and  purchased 
the  homestead  which  is  now  occupied  by  his  family. 
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Here  his  death  occurred  on  the  12th  (hiy  of  May, 
1886,  after  he  had  passed  his  seventy-fifth  birthday. 
His  parents  were  Andrew  and  Hannah  (Dnbois)  Le- 
Fever,  the  former  of  French  ancestry.  They  were 
married  Jan  8,  1808,  and  the  father  departed  this 
life  Jan.  18,  1818;  the  mother  died  April  30,  1826. 

,Tohannes  A.  LeFever  was  a  gentleman  of  excel- 
lent education  and  possessed  sound  judgment  and 
fine  business  qualities.  He  was  remarkably  enterpris- 
ing and  ambitious,  and  accumulated  a  fine  property, 
owning  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  addition  to  other 
real  estate,  400  acres  of  land  in  this  county.  He 
had  been  left/atherless  when  a  lad  eight  years  of  age 
and  a  few  years  later  was  completely  orphaned  by 
the  death  of  his  mother.  Afterward  he  made  his 
home  with  his  grandparents  in  Ulster  County,  N. 
Y.  He  was  afllicted  with  hip  disease,  the  result  of 
an  injury  received  when  young,  and  was  enabled  to 
do  very  little  manual  labor.  Fortunately,  however, 
he  had  inherited  a  good  property  from  his  mother, 
and  when  first  beginning  business  for  himself  es- 
tablished and  conducted  a  nursery  quite  successfully 
until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  retire  from 
active  labor.  After  coming  to  this  county  he 
seemed  to  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  en- 
joyed better  health  than  he  had  for  years  until  a 
short  time  before  his  death. 

Mr.  LeFever  was  married,  July  5,  1864,  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  J.  (Bevier)  Drake,  also  a  native  of  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  born  Jan.  8,  1830.  Mrs.  Le- 
Fever was  several  years  younger  than  her  husband, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Lydia  (Van- 
Curen)  Bevier,  and  widow  of  William  Drake.  Jere- 
miah Bevier,  who  was  also  born  in  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  was  a  descendant  of  the  French  Hugue- 
nots, and  a  cooper  by  trade,  which  he  followed  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  county.  William  Drake, 
also  a  native  of  that  county,  resided  there  until  his 
marriage,  and  then  removed  with  his  young  wife  to 
Rochester,  Sangamon  Co.,  111.,  where  he  purchased 
town  property  and  carried  on  his  business  of  wagon- 
maker  until  his  death,  in  1860.  His  widow  after- 
ward returned  to  her  native  county,  where  she  re- 
mained until  her  marriage  with  Mr.  LeFever.  The 
children  of  William  and  Sarah  J.  Drake  were  Maria 
and  Benjamin  F.  The  former  became  the  wife  of 
John  Stonecker,  and  died  in  Blissfield  Township  in 


March,  1883,  leaving  three  children  ;  Benjamin  F.  is 
a  farmer  in  this  township. 

The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LeFever 
were  John  and  Jennie  (twins)  and  Andrew.  Jen- 
nie died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Mrs.  LeFever 
united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  during 
her  girlhood,  in  her  native  State,  and  has  since  been 
one  of  its  most  devoted  and  consistent  members.  She 
is  a  rarely  intelligent  lady  of  good  education,  and 
eminently  fitted  to  be  the  companion  of  her  hus- 
band. Since  his  death  she  has  superintended  the 
large  estate  in  an  able  and  creditable  manner,  and 
socially  is  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends.  In  connection  with  this  sketch  we  are 
pleased  to  present  on  an  accompanying  page  of  this 
Album  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  LeFever,  as  illus- 
trative of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Lenawee  County. 
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ANIEL  T.  HALL,  Mayor  of  Tecumseh, 
has  all  his  life  been  closely  associated  with 
the  growth  and  welfare  of  this  State,  of 
which  he  is  a  native,  having  been  born  in 
Calhoun  County,  May  15,  1852.  Nature  endowed 
him  with  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  busi- 
ness capacity,  and  for  many  years  his  name  has  been 
familiar  in  the  business  communities  of  Lenawee 
County.  His  parents,  Alfred  D.  and  Emily  A. 
(Todd)  Hall,  removed  from  Calhoun  to  Lenawee 
County  in  1854,  when  their  son  Daniel  T.  was  a 
child  two  years  old.  After  completing  his  studies 
in  the  district  school,  our  subject  took  a  full  course 
in  Lansing  College,  and  for  a  time  employed  him- 
self in  teaching. 

In  the  fall  of  1874,  when  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  young  Hall  entered  the  drug-store  of  Fisher  & 
Baker,  in  Tecumseh,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  which 
position  he  occupied  until  the  death  of  Dr.  Fisher. 
He  then  purchased  the  interest  of  the  deceased 
partner,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  Baker  &  Hall, 
continued  the  business  which  had  been  established 
years  before  by  Horace  Baker,  the  oldest  continu- 
ous druggist  in  the  town.  The  firm  carries  a  full 
stock  of  drugs,  medicines,  paints  and  oils,  and  also 
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'  has  a  grocery  department    which    is  well    patron- 
ized. 

Mr.  Hail,  shortly  after  reaching  his  majority, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  one  of  the  most  estim- 
able young  ladies  of  Tecumseh,  namely,  Miss  Dora 
Doriell,  who  was  born  in  August,  1853,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Hitchens) 
Doriell,  the  former  of  whom  is  now  deceased ;  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  spent 
all  the  years  of  their  wedded  life  in  Tecumseh,  and 

the  little  household  now  includes  three  children 

Alfred  D.  Clare  D.  and  Oscar  S.  The  pleasant 
family  residence  is  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town,  and  our  subject  and' his  wife  enjoy  the  society 
and  friendship  of  its  best  people. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  is  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  He  is  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  Secretary  of  the  Fire  Department, 
and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Mayor  in  the  spring 
of  1887,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  is  fulfilling 
wdth  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. He  is  ranked  among  the  reliable  business 
men  of  Tecumseh  Township,  and  one  of  whom 
more  is  expected  in  the  future.  He  is  Past  Dicta- 
tor and  present  Reporter  of  Tecumseh  Lodge  No. 
870,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  Regent  of  Tecumseh 
Council  No.  634,  Royal  Arcanum. 
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\1P       ESTER  H.    SALSBURY,    who    occupies   a 
I   ^  Pi^ominent  position  at  the  Adrian  bar,   is  a 
/IL^  native  of  Lenawee  County,  and  was  born  in 
Dover  Township,  June  25, 1842.     He  is  next  to  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  five  children  born  toOsmyn 
and  Theodocia  (Rooker)  Salsbury.    Deacon  Osmyn 
Salsbury   was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.    Y.,  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1804,  while  his  father,  Levi  Sals- 
bury, was  born  in  Scotland,  and   was  one  of  twelve 
brothers  who  came  to  this  country  during  the  last 
century,  and  settled  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.     In 
1830  Osmyn  Salsbury  married  Theodocia  Rooker, 
then  of  Adrian,  but  a  native  of  Whitehall,  N.    Y., 
where  she  was  born   April    30,   1809;  she   died  in 
Lenawee  County  in  April,  1872.     Osmyn  Salsbury 
came  to  Michigan  in  1826,  and  settled    in   Adrian, 
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where  he  remained  three  years,  and  located  eighty 
acres  of  land  just  west  of  the  village.  He  then  lo- 
cated upon  another  farm  in  Dover  Township,  upon 
which  he  resided  for  many  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  died  June  5,  1879. 

Lester  H.    Salsbury   was  reared    on  his  father's 
farm  in  Dover  Township,  and  attended  school  a  few 
weeks  during  the  winter,  assisting  in    the  work    of 
the  farm  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.     He  at- 
tained his  manhood  about  the  time  of  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  Civil  War,   and  in   May,    1861,    he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  4th  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac.    He  participated  in  all  the  campaigns  of  that 
army,  and  in    the   battle  of     Gettysburg    he    was 
wounded  in  three  places;  one  ball  passed  through 
his  left  lung,  one  through  his  arm,  and  one  lodged  in 
his  right  thigh.     He  lay   in   the   field  hospital   for 
three  weeks,  and  was  then  sent  to  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  about   three  months.     Upon  his 
recover3'  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Bealton   Sta- 
tion, Va.,  and  soon  after  took  part  in  the  Mine  Run 
campaign.     Suffering  from  the  effects  of  his  wounds, 
and  having  served  his  country  faithfully  for    three 
years,  he  concluded  to  quit  the  army  at  the  expira- 
tion  of  his  term.     For   meritorious  service  he    had 
been    promoted    Second  Lieutenant,  but    on    ac- 
count of  his  wounds,  and  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  enlistment,  the  commission  was  never  issued   by 
the  Government,  and  on  the  24th  of  March,  1864,  he 
was  mustered  out  of  the  set  vice  at  Bealton  Station, 
Ya. 

Upon  his  return  to  Lenawee  County,  Mr.    Sals- 
bury again  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  the  following 
spring  was  elected  Treasurer  of    Dover  Township. 
In  the  spring  of  1866,  feeling  the  want  of  an  edu- 
cation, he  entered  Oberlin  College,  where   he   pur- 
sued his  studies  vigorously  for  two  years,  devoting 
a  portion  of   his  time  to  school  teaching,   whereby 
he  procured  the   means  to  defray  his  college    ex- 
penses.    In  the  fall  of  1868  he    entered  Hillsdale 
College  in  the  junior  class.     He  taught  school  two 
terms  of   four  months,  during  the  time  he  was    in 
that  college,  and  at  the  same  time  kept  up  his  studies 
and  graduated 'in  the  class    of   '70.     Having    de- 
termined upon    a  professional  life,  soon    after  his 
graduation  from  Hillsdale  he  entered  the  law    de- 
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partinent  of  the  State  University  of  Michigan,  at 
Ann  Arbor.  After  leaving  that  institution  he  re- 
cuperated his  financial  condition  by  school  teach- 
ing, and  then  entered  the  law  office  of  Sawyer  & 
Bean,  at  Hudson,  and  later  taught  a  graded  school 
at  Clayton,  this  county.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
term  of  this  school  he  returned  to  his  law  studies, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1872. 

From  his  first  starting  out  in  life  Mr.  Salsbury 
had  to  depend  wholly  upon  his  own  resources.  At 
the  time  he  began  his  literary  career  his  educational 
advantages  had  been  very  meager,  but  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  with  such  energy  and  vigor  that  his 
progress  was  rapid  and  easy,  and  at  all  times  his 
grade  in  his  classes  compared  favorably  with  the 
best.  In  January,  1873,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Seth  Bean,  of  Hudson,  which  lasted  for  two 
years,  when  Mr.  Bean  was  elected  Prosecuting  At- 
torney. Mr.  Salsbury  continued  the  practice  in 
Hudson  until  1882,  when  he  was  elected  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  as  the  nominee  of  tlie  Democratic  party, 
in  a  county  strongly  Republican,  and  two  years 
later  ran  again  for  the  same  office,  and  was  elected 
by  a  handsome  majority  of  1,185  votes.  In  1886 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  but  was  defeated  by  Hon.  E.  P.  Allen,  of 
Washtenaw  County.  Mr.  Salsbury  has  been  active 
in  his  law  practice,  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a  large  and  lucrative  business. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1881,  Mr.  Salsbury 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sue  M.  Quinn,  of 
Wilmington,  Clinton  Co.,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born 
and  reared  to  womanhood. 


^■*"Zp'" 


jk^  ATTHEW  M.  BENNETT,  an  enterprising 
///     l\\    ^^^'^^^  residing  on  section    6,  in    Seneca 
11       [^  Township,  is  a  native  of  Lenawee  County^ 
I  and  was  born  July   25,   1838.     He  is  the 

eldest  of  a  famil}^  of  three  children,  all  boys,  born 
to  his  parents,  Moses  and  Prudence  (Jones)  Ben- 
nett, who  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  were  members  of  an  old  pioneer  family  of  this 
county.  His  father  settled  in  Hudson  Township 
among  the  first  who  broke  the  way  for  civilization 


into  the  leafy  wilderness  that  then  covered  that 
portion  of  this  county.  He  at  once  located  on  a 
tract  of  Government  land,  and  commenced  to  clear 
it,  and  after  passing  through  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  common  to  the  hardy  pioneers  of  those 
days,  and  bringing  his  fields  under  contribution  to 
the  wants  of  civilized  life,  he  settled  down  to  the 
honest  but  laborious  life  of  a  western  farmer.  On 
this  homestead  he  remained  until  1875,  when  he 
was  called  from  this  world  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
better  one,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His  wife  still 
resides  on  the  old  place. 

Matthew  M.  Bennett  passed  his  early  days  on  his 
father's  farm,  enjoying  excellent  facilities  for 
achievuig  a  good  education.  He  attended  school 
at  Oak  Grove  Academy,  at  Medina,  as  a  supple- 
ment to  the  district  schools,  where  he  first  received 
the  elements  of  knowledge,  and  then  returned  to 
the  parental  roof  and  employed  his  time  in  assist- 
ing his  father  in  his  farm  labors.  While  calmly 
enjoying  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  domestic  hearth, 
the  sounds  of  war  rudely  awoke  him  from  his 
dreams  of  the  future.  Matthew^  being  one  of  those 
"whose  faith  and  truth  on  war's  red  touchstone 
rang  true  metal,"  he  enlisted  in  1862,  in  Company 
I,  6th  Michigan  Artillery.  He  participated  with 
the  regiment  in  the  engagements  at  Vicksburg, 
Port  Hudson,  Morganza  Bend,  Ft.  Morgan,  Ft. 
Gaines,  Mobile,  and  several  other  contests  in  the 
Gulf  Department.  With  his  company,  he  was  on 
board  the  steamer  "  Clara  Bell,"  when  it  was  set  fire 
to  by  a  shell  from  a  rebel  battery,  but  with  most  of 
the  men  he  escaped,  the  vesel  having  been  run 
ashore  for  that  purpose.  He  was  discharged  at  Mo- 
bile, Ala.,  June  20,  1865,  and  returned  to  his  home. 

The  ceremony  which  united  the  destinies  of 
Matthew  M.  Bennett  and  Miss  Sarah  Greeley  took 
place  in  Morenci.  Miss  Greeley  was  the  daughter 
of  Noah  and  Maria  (Gould)  Greeley,  and  was  born 
in  Seneca  Township,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich.,  May  14, 
1843.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire 
and  her  mother  of  New  York,  in  which  latter  State 
they  were  married  and  lived  until  1837,  when  they 
removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  400 
acres  of  land  in  Seneca  Township,  which  Mr.  Greeley 
had  bought.  There  he  made  his  home  until  a  few 
years  before  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  the  vil- 
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lage  of  Morenci,  where  his  demise  occurred  in  1874, 
when  he  was  seventy-four  years  old.  He  was  a 
second  cousin  of  the  illustrious  Horace  Greeley,  the 
sage  of  Chappaqua,  who  so  nearly  became  President 
of  the  United  States.  His  wife  died  in  Seneca 
Township  on  the  old  homestead  in  1859,  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, three  boys  and  six  girls.  Mrs.  Matthew  Ben- 
nett was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  and  after 
the  death  of  her  mother  assumed  all  the  household 
duties  of  her  father's  house.  Her  earlier  schooling, 
on  that  account,  was  rather  limited,  but  having  an 
ambition  to  acquire  an  education,  she  has  given 
much  of  her  time  since  her  marriage  to  repairing 
the  misfortune  of  her  younger  years,  and  finally  fin- 
ished a  course  in  the  Chautauqua  Circle  in  1882. 

In  1870  Mr.  Bennett  entered  into  the  milling  and 
lumbering  business  at  Morenci,  which  he  continued 
for  some  ten  years.  He  then  removed  to  Adrian, 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Peninsular  Car 
Company,  as  a  special  agent  for  the  selection  of 
lumber.  He  is  now  engaged  in  farming  on  section 
6,  where  he  owns  some  forty  acres  of  land,  all  of 
which  is  under  excellent  tillage.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  although  he  has  no  political  aspira- 
tions, and  simply  does  his  duty  as  a  citizen  and 
elector.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at 
Adrian,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and,  with  his  es- 
timable wife,  has  a  membership  in  the  Chatauqua 
Circle  and  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
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LBERT  WARING,  of  Tecumseh  Township, 
£111  has  spent  his  entire  life  among  the  people 
^  of  Lenawee  County,  his  birth  having  taken 
place  at  the  homestead  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies and  which  was  the  second  purchase  of  his 
father  after  the  latter  had  cast  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neers of  Michigan  Territory.  This  is  finely  located 
on  section  35,  and  comprises  300  acres  of  finely 
cultivated  land  with  first-class  buildings  and  sup- 
plied with  all  the  machinery  required  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  thorough  and  progressive  agricult- 
urist. 

Our  subject  was  born  Feb.  10,  1851,  and  is  the 
youngest  son  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  off- 
♦ — ^ -«~«— —--_-_«- 


spring  of  Daniel  and  Mary  A.  (Harrison)  Waring, 
the  father  a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  mother  of  Yorkshire,  England.  Daniel  Waring 
was  born  March  24,  1806,  and  departed  this  life  at 
his  homestead  in  Tecumseh  Township,  May  18, 
1879.  The  mother  was  born  April  17,  1811,  and 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  only 
daughter,  Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Eaton,  who,  with  her 
husband,  occupies  a  part  of  the  old  farm  in  Tecum- 
seh Township.  Although  in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  her  age  she  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  fair 
health.  She  is  the  only  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Wright)  Harrison,  who  were  also  of  English 
birth  and  parentage,  and  came  with  them  to  Amer- 
ica when  a  young  lady  nineteen  years  of  age,  in 
1830.  Three  years  later  she  became  the  wife  of 
Daniel.  Waring,  and  they  settled  on  the  land  which 
he  had  purchased  two  years  before  and  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

John  Harrison,  the   maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,   located   in   this   county   in  1830,  with  his 
family,  and  together  with  his  excellent  wife  labored 
to  build  up  a  homestead  upon  a  foreign  soil,  meet- 
ing with   fair  success  and   spending  his  later  years 
amid  the  comforts  which  his  toil  had  brought  him. 
He  passed  away  in  the  spring  of  1865;  the  mother 
had  died  in   1833.     Daniel    Waring,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  upon    coming  to  this  county,  in  the 
spring  of  1831,  located  first  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  Raisin  Township,  but  subsequently  sold  this 
and  purchased   part  of  the  land   included   in  the 
present  homestead.     The  most  of  this  was  covered 
with  heavy  timber,  and  the  labor  involved  in  clear- 
ing it  and  preparing  the  soil  for  cultivation  seemed 
truly  an  Herculean  task.     The  men  of  those  times, 
however,  were   fully  armed  for  the  difficulties  and 
the  labors  which  lay  before  them,  and  Daniel  War- 
ing was  in  nowise  lacking  in  the  essential  qualities. 
By  working  early  and  late,  month  after  month  and 
year  after  year,   the  forest  gradually  disappeared 
and  smiling  wheat  and   corn  fields  took  its  place. 
The  humble  cabin  in  the  woods  in  time  gave  place 
to  a  handsome  brick  residence,  which  was  put  up  in 
the  summer  of  1853,  and  being  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  neighborhood,  was  the  object  of  general  ad- 
miration. 

To  Daniel  and  Mary  A.  Waring  there  were  born 
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nine  children,  all  of  whom  survived  their  father,  and 
of  whom  six  are  now  living  and  residents  of  Michi- 
gan. The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  took  a  lively  interest  from 
the  tirst  in  the  development  and  growth  of  his 
adopted  county.  He  served  as  School  Director  for 
a  period  of  thirty-six  years  in  the  district  in  which 
was  erected  in  1841  the  second  school-house  in  the 
township,  only  laying  down  his  rule  upon  the  erec- 
tion of  the  late  new  building  when  he  felt,  and 
justly  too,  that  he  had  performed  his  whole  duty  in 
this  respect.  Upon  being  urged  to  reconsider  his 
resignation  he  replied  that,  ''a  new  school-house 
should  have  a  new  Director."  He  was  Republican 
in  politics,  and  served  a  number  of  years  as  Com- 
missioner of  Highways,  besides  occupying  many 
other  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

The  eldest  child  of  the  Waring  household,  John 
H.,  is  now  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Van  Buren 
County,  Mich. ;  William  H.  is  occupied  in  an  insur- 
ance company  in  Peoria  County,  111. ;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  Horace  B.  Eaton,  already  spoken  of;  Alvah 
M.  is  farming  in  Ford  County,  Kan. ;  Joseph  E.  is 
engaged  in  merchandising  at  Tecumseh;  Albert  of 
our  sketch  was  the  twin  brother  of  Abigail,  who 
died  when  quite  young,  in  1877. 

Albert  Waring  in  common  with  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  received  his  early  education  in  the  district 
scliool  and  completed  his  studies  in  the  village  of 
Tecumseh.  He  continued  with  his  parents  and  af- 
ter the  death  of  his  father  began  farming  on  his 
own  account  on  a  portion  of  the  land  belonging  to 
the  estate.  He  brought  a  bride  to  tiie  old  home  in 
the  fall  of  1879,  being  married  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, to  Miss  Julia  A.  Sisson,of  Raisin  Township, 
wliere  she  was  born  and  reared.  Her  parents, 
George  and  Frances  (Taylor)  Sisson,  were  natives 
of  Nevv  York,  and  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
Raisin  Township. 

Mr.  Waring  raises  large  quantities  of  grain  which 
he  feeds  mostly  to  the  fine  stock  of  which  he  makes 
a  specialty.  To  this  his  land  is  most  admirably 
adapted,  both  from  its  location  and  the  fertility  of 
its  soil.  He  has  two  large  barns  besides  the  various 
other  out-buildings  required  for  the  prosecution  of 
his  calling,  and  a  fine  orchard  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive   features    of    the    premises.     Mr.    Waring, 


like  his  father  before  him,  has  been  prominent  in 
local  affairs  since  reaching  his  majority,  and  uni- 
formly votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He 
w^as  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1883,  serving 
until  the  spring  of  1887,  when  he  was  re-elected 
and  still  holds  the  office.  His  own  property  in- 
cludes 156  acres  of  land,  and  his  residence  is  not 
far  from  the  home  of  his  aged  mother. 


^f]SAAC  C.  MILLS.  The  snug  farm  of  eighty 
acres  pleasantly  located  in  the  eastern  part  of 
/ii  section  9  in  Macon  Township,  has  been  under 
the  supervision  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  for  the 
past  thirty-five  years.  Here  he  has  effected  im- 
provements of  which  he  may  reasonably  be  proud, 
having  brought  the  soil  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, erected  good  buildings,  gathered  together  a 
choice  assortment  of  live  stock,  and  provided  the 
other  appliances  which  distinguish  the  modern 
country  homestead.  Besides  this  property  he  owns 
thirty  acres  of  land  on  section  10,  and  forty  acres 
on  section  11,  all  of  which  is  valuable  and  very  fer- 
tile. Mr.  Mills,  in  addition  to  general  farming  has 
given  attention  to  sheep-raising,  which  industry 
receives  comparatively  little  attention  in  South- 
ern Michigan,  but  which  has  been  found  quite  prof- 
itable. His  choice  is  the  American  Merino,  w^hich 
are  of  medium  fine  wool,  and  from  which  Mr.  Mills 
derives  annually  a  handsome  income. 

Isaac  C.  Mills  was  born  July  31,  1832,  and  is  the 
third  child  of  Gabriel  and  Hannah  Mills,  who  came 
to  Lenawee  County  during  its  early  settlement. 
The  father  was  a  very  capable  man,  and  in  due  time 
came  to  be  regarded  as  equal  to  a  public  benefactor 
on  account  of  his  genuine  interest  in  the  growth 
and  progress  of  his  adopted  county.  He  did  much 
to  encourage  the  immigration  of  an  industrious  and 
intelligent  class  of  people,  and  took  pride  in  the 
development  of  his  farm  and  in  adding  to  it  those 
embellishments  which  w^ould  render  it  both  valua- 
ble and  attractive.  He  was  the  scion  of  a  hardy 
and  resolute  class  of  people,  who  at  an  early  day 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled  in  New  Jersey  on 
Barnegat  Bay,  w^here  they  lived  for  several  genera- 
tions.    Gabriel  Mills  for  some  years  was  a  resident 
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of  the  town  of  that  name,  where  he  acted  as  agent 
for  a  gentleman  who  owned  several  thousand  acres 
of  pine  forests,  the  timber  of  which  was  cut  down 
in  large  quantities  and  shipped  to  New  York  City. 
From  this  the  owner  accumulated  a  large  fortune, 
and  Mr.  Mills  as  agent  of  these  vast  interests  also 
realised  liberally. 

After  the  father  of  our  subject  had  accumulated 
a  few  thousand  dollars,  he  concluded  to  invest  his 
capital  in  the  undeveloped  West,  and  accordingly, 
making  his  way  to  Michigan,  located  in  Macon 
Township,  Lenawee  County,  where  he  succeeded  in 
his  undertakings  as  a  farmer  and  lumberman,  and 
made  for  himself  a  name  of  which  his  descendants 
have  reason  to  be  proud.  Reference  is  made  to 
his  life  and  labors  in  the  sketch  of  Granville  Mills, 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Without  a  doubt 
Mr.  Mills  became  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in 
Lenawee  County  at  that  time,  and  often  stood  be- 
tween the  settlers  and  starvation  and  loss,  trustino- 
all  who  asked  him  for  lumber  and  other  necessaries 
which  he  possessed,  while  nothing  seemed  to  give 
him  more  satisfaction-  than  to  help  those  who  were 
trying  to  help  themselves.  He  owned  at  one  time 
1,200  acres  of  land  in  the  State,  800  of  which  were 
in  Macon  Township.  He  donated  all  the  material 
and  built  the  first  school-house  at  Macon,  and  was 
foremost  in  all  the  other  enterprises  tending  to  the 
progress  and  enlightenment  of  the  people  around 
him.  After  a  life  filled  with  good  deeds  he  passed 
awaj'  amid  the  universal  regret  of  the  citizens  of 
Lenawee  County,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1851. 

The  motherof  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Hannah 
Collins,  became  the  wife  of  Gabriel  Mills  in  1827. 
The  household  circle  included  eight  children,  and 
Isaac  C,  our  subject,  was  the  third  child  and  sec- 
ond son.     He  was  but  two  years  old  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  Michigan,  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Macon  Township,  of   which  he  has  remained  a 
continuous  resident.     While  a  youth  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  his  future  wife,  Miss  Kate  A.  Hood, 
and    they     were    married    at    Plymouth,     Wayne 
County,   Feb.   5,   185G.     Mrs.    Mills    was    born  in    I 
Novi  Township,  Oakland  County,  this  State,  Oct.    j 
27,    1835,  and   is  the   fourth  daughter  and    sixth -i 
child  of  James  and  Catherine  (McNelly)  Hood,  na-    | 
tives  of  New  York  State.    They  passed  their  earlier   | 
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years  in  Seneca  County,  where  the  father  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  where 
they  were  married.  After  the  birth  of  part  of  their 
family  they  migrated  to  Michigan  early  in  the  thir- 
ties, locating  in  Oakland  County,  but  subsequently 
they  removed  to  Livingston  County,  where  the 
mother  died  about  1842,  when  Mrs.  Mills  was  a 
child  of  seven  years.  The  father  afterward  took 
up  his  residence  in  Hillsdale  County,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1867. 

Mrs.  Mills,  after  the  death  of  her  mother  became 
an  inmate  of  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackwood, 
of  Wayne  County,  with  whom  she  remained  until 
her  marriage.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  two  are  deceased,  namely; 
Perris  E.  and  James  H.,  who  died  at  the  ages  of 
twenty-five  and  sixteen  respectivelj^,  Robert  B. 
and  the  two  younger  children,  Carl  and  Gabrielie, 
are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Frank,  next  to  the 
eldest  living,  is  engaged  in  photography  in  Texas. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  have  occupied  the  present 
homestead  since  their  marriage.  Although  not  con- 
nected with  any  church  organization,  they  have 
reared  their  children  carefully  and  conscientiouslj^ 
and  in  a  manner  which  will  constitute  them  reliable 
and  honorable  citizens.  Mr.  Mills  is  a  solid  Demo- 
crat, politically,  and  has  represented  his  township 
in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  besides  being 
otherwise  interested  in  local  aff.*irs.  He  has  labored 
industriously  and  is  now  in  possession  of  a  desir- 
able home  and  something  to  fall  back  upon  in  a 
rainy  day. 


EUBEN  SAYERS.  The  well-appointed  farm 
of  100  acres  located  on  section  24,  Adrian 
Township,  was  brought  to  its  present  fertile 
((^condition  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
took  possession  of  it  in  1883.  He  was  born  near 
the  city  of  London,  England,  Oct.  10,  1834,  and  is 
the  son  of  Reuben  Sayers,  Sr.,  who  Was  also  born  in 
Sussex  County,  Jan.  21,  1814.  The  father  was  a 
gardener  by  occupation,  and  on  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1833,  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Pickard,  a 
native  of  Sussex,  and  born  March  9,  1817. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Sayers   died    in 
Sussex,  England,    at    the  age  of   sixty-five   years,      f 
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Ilis  wife  was  a  lady  of  great  beauty  and  of  humble 
parentage.  She  at  different  times  lived  among  the 
nobility,  and  was  given  to  spells  of  sleeping,  which 
occupied  from  three  to  nine  days.  It  is  claimed 
that  she  was  the  original  of  the  story  "  The  Sleeping 
Beaut}^"  which  is  so  familiarly  known  to  all  readers 
of  light  literature.  She  came  to  her  death  by  vio- 
lence, hanging  herself  to  a  bedstead  during  a  pe- 
riod of  insanit3^ 

Reuben  Sayers,  Sr.,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1849, 
setting  foot  on  American  soil  on  the  21st  of  August. 
He  had  determined  to  locate  in  the  West,  and  com- 
ing to  this  county,  took  up  his  abode  in  Adrian 
Township  with  his  wife  and  four  children.  He  em- 
ployed himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  at 
first  in  the  city,  and  subsequently  he  followed  farm- 
ing, but  he  died  while  still  a  young  man.  July  4, 
1853.  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age;  the  mother  is 
still  living,  and  resides  near  Jackson,  this  State. 
There  were  born  to  them  eight  children  in  England, 
four  having  died  before  they  made  the  voyage  to 
the  United  States;  the  other  four  are  living  and 
residents  mostly  of  this  county. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents, 
and  remained  at  home  until  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  when  the  household  w^as  broken  up  and  the 
mother,  who  was  in  poor  health,  looked  to  Reuben 
mainly  for  her  support.  He  performed  his  filial 
duties  in  a  most  praiseworthy  manner,  and  employed 
himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  working 
by  the  day  or  month,  and  from  his  habits  of  indus- 
try and  his  intelligence,  made  many  friends.  He 
prospered  accordingly,  and  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1857,  feeling  justified  in  forming  domestic  ties  of 
his  own,  w^as  married  to  Miss  Adeline  A.  Snedeker, 
and  settled  with  his  bride  upon  a  rented  farm,  of  a 
part  of  which  he  afterward  became  the  owner.  He 
increased  his  land  to  110  acres,  and  then  sold  out 
and  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  operates  and 
which  was  formerly  the  property  of  a  gentleman  for 
whom  he  had  worked  in  his  less  prosperous  days. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sayers  are  the  parents  of  one  child 
only,  a  son,  Edgar  B.,  who  was  born  Feb.  27,  1861, 
in  Adrian;  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Hill,  and  they 
have  two  sons.  In  the  absence  of  daughters  of 
their  own  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sayers  adopted  a  little  girl, 
IMattie  E.  Chapman,  who  is  now  a  bright  and  pi'om- 


ising  young  miss  of  twelve  years,  having  been  born 
May  8,  1876. 

Mrs.  Sayers  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  the  sis- 
ter of  D wight  Snedeker,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be 
found  on  another  page  in  this  Album.  She  was 
born  in  Adrian  Township,  Oct.  5,  1830,  and  with 
her  husband  is  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Adrian,  where  she  has  been  engaged  in 
Sunday-school  work  for  some  time.  Our  subject 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Buchanan,  but 
now  gives  his  undivided  support  to  the  Republican 
party.  His  farming  operations  have  been  carried 
on  with  excellent  judgment,  and  he  is  considered 
above  the  average  in  point  of  skill  and  industry. 
He  exhibits  some  excellent  live  stock  and  has  made 
a  specialty  of  sheep-raising. 


H)HN  II.  WILSON.  This  typical,  warm- 
hearted Irish  citizen  has  been  for  some  years 
a  resident  of  Macon  Township,  wdiere  most 
of  the  time  he  has  occupied  himself  in  farm- 
ing, and  with  such  good  success  that  he  is  now  prac- 
tically retired  from  active  labor.  His  home  lies  on 
section  25,  where  he  has  forty  acres  of  choice  land 
Avhich  he  took  possession  of  in  the  beginning  of 
1880,  and  which  from  an  indifferently  cultivated 
tract  he  has  transformed  into  a  valuable  homestead. 
The  childhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
spent  upon  a  small  farm  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
where  his  birth  took  place  in  1825.  Although 
his  advantages  were  quite  limited,  his  natural  indus- 
try and  intelligence  w^ere  exercised  greatly  to  his 
advantage,  and  by  keeping  his  eyes  open  to  what 
was  going  on  around  him  and  reading  as  he  had  op- 
portunity, he  became  quite  well  informed.  At  an 
early  age  he  was  taught  to  make  himself  useful,  and 
for  many  years  his  chief  employment  was  with  the 
shovel  and  the  spade.  He  continued  in  his  native 
Ireland  until  the  spring  of  1863,  making  but  little 
headway,  and  now  determined  on  a  change  of  loca- 
tion. He  had  in  the  meantime  married  and  become 
the  father  of  a  family,  and  now,  bidding  adieu  to 
his  friends,  boarded  a  steamer  at  the  port  of  Bel- 
fast, and  after  a  safe  voyage,  landed  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  twenty-four  days  later.     He  settled  in  the 
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Province  of  Ontario,  but  a  year  later  came  to  this 
county  and  employed  himself  for  several  months  at 
whatever  his  hands  could  find  to  do.  He  then  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  in  Macon  Township,  where  he 
operated  as  a  tenant  for  eight  years,  then  purchased 
twenty-seven  acres  in  Ridgeway  Township,  which 
he  occupied  until  1877.  He  then  sold  this  property 
and  rented  for  three  years,  after  which  he  purchased 
his  present  farm.  This  is  now  cultivated  mainly  by 
his  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Robert,  active  and  enter- 
prising young  men,  of  whom  the  father  may  reason- 
ably be  proud. 

Mr.  Wilson,  in  early  manhood,  was  first  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Stewart,  who  became  the  mother 
of  six  children  and  died  in  her  native  county.  Two 
of  her  family  are  now  deceased.  Francis,  the  eld- 
est son  living,  married  Miss  Sarah  Wilson,  and  is 
engaged  in  bricklaying  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Will- 
iam married  Miss  Sarah  L.  Wilson,  and  they  are 
residents  of  Tecumseh;  James  married  Miss  Anna 
Lane,  of  Macon  Township,  and  is  also  a  resident  of 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a  machin- 
ist; John  is  unmarried,  and  engaged  as  a  stock- 
trader  near  Meadow  Creek,  Madison  Co.,  Mont. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  a  second  time  married,  in  his  na- 
tive county,  to  Miss  Rose  A.  Craig,  a  daughter  of 
Protestant  parents  and  of  the  same  religious  de- 
nomination as  her  husband.  Their  two  children — 
Thomas  and  Robert — were  born  in  Ireland,  and  the 
remaining  child,  Maggie,  a  native  of  Macon  Town- 
ship is  now  the  wife  of  John  Smith,  of  Tecum- 
seh. Mr.  Wilson  and  his  sons  are  uncompromising 
Democrats,  politically,  and  the  family  religiously, 
adhere  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

C— ^  HARLES  A.  SMFIH.  Fully  as  much  de- 
pends  upon  those  who  are  left  to  perpetuate 
f^  the  institutions  brought  into  existence  by 
their  forefathers  as  upon  their  projectors,  and  due 
credit  should  be  given  those  who  are  bearing 
in  a  worthy  manner  the  mantle  which  has  de- 
scended upon  them.  Among  these  latter  may  be 
mentioned  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Smith 
is  a  native  of  this  State,  and  was  born  in 
Hillsdale  County,  Feb.  20,   1842.     He  is   the  son   j 


of  Azariel  and  Mary  (Andrews)  Smith,  who  re- 
moved into  this  State  from  Danbury,  Conn.,  in  the 
year  1839,  and  settled  in  the  township  of  Somerset, 
Hillsdale  County,  with  their  family  of  five  children 
— George  A.,  Julia  A.,  William  Henry,  F.  Hart  and 
Legrand  J. 

Charles  A.  Smith,  after  completing  his  primary 
course  in  the  district  school,  spent  one  year  in  Hills- 
dale College,  and  then  commenced  life  for  himself 
as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  his  brother,  George  A., 
holding  the  position  both  at  Somerset  and  Addison 
for  about  six  years.  He  then  bought  a  half  in- 
terest in  the  firm  of  Smith  Bros.,  of  Addison, 
and  he  and  his  brother  Legrand  J.  continued  to- 
gether in  the  mercantile  business  ten  years.  Charles 
A.,  subsequently  purchased  the  interest  of  his 
brother,  the  latter  returning  to  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  having  bought  out 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  property.  Our 
subject,  in  connection  with  the  mercantile  business, 
has  carried  on  farming  considerably  in  Woodstock 
Township. 

Mr.  Smith,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1867,  was  mar- 
ried to  one  of  the  most  accomplished  young  ladies 
of  Jackson  County,  Miss  Nellie  D.,  daughter  of  Sal- 
mon H.  and  Catharine  (Gordineer)  Holmes.  The 
Holmes  family  was  originally  from  Connecticut, 
where  Salmon  H.  was  born  and  whence  he  came  to 
Michigan  during  his  early  manhood;  he  is  still  liv- 
ing and  a  resident  of  Jackson  County.  Mrs.  Smith 
was  born  in  Liberty  Township,  Jackson  County, 
Jan.  30,  1846,  and  is  a  lady  of  great  amiability  of 
character  and  one  of  the  comparatively  few  who  be- 
lieve we  are  placed  in  this  world  not  alone  to  seek 
our  own  pleasure  and  happiness,  but  to  do  good  as 
we  have  opportunity.  Nature  endowed  her  with 
large  benevolence  and  fine  mental  capacity,  and 
these  talents  she  has  sought  to  increase  in  accordance 
with  the  Scriptural  injunction.  She  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  the  temperance  cause,  and  was 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  county  W.  C.  T. 
U.  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  occupied  the  same 
position  in  the  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society 
of  Lenawee  County,  seven  or  eight  years.  She 
possesses  rare  executive  ability,  and  the  local  so- 
cieties invariably  call  upon  her  for  assistance  in  their 
undertakings,    and   to   fill   important  offices.     Her  ^ 
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name    has   long  been   familiar  in  all  good    works 
throughout  Lenawee  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Smith  have  four  children,  recorded 
as  follows:  The  eldest,  a  daughter,  Shirley  H.,  was 
born  May  7,  1870,  and  is  completing  her  fourth 
year  at  Hillsdale  College ;  she  has  inherited  in  a 
marked  degree  the  talents  of  her  mother,  and  is 
finely  advanced  in  those  accomplishments  in  which 
she  is  ambitious  to  excel.  Bruce  was  born  Sept.  9, 
1873;  Charles  V.,  May  31,  1870,  and  Zoe  N.,  Nov. 
4,  1877;  they  all  make  their  home  with  their 
parents. 

■:>    :@:    ::::■ 

ELI  E.  MUNN.  The  subject  of  the  following 
sketch  is  operating  one  of  the  largest  fruit 
farms  in  Lenawee  County,  pleasantly  located 
on  section  26,  in  Adrian  Township.  For  many 
years  past  he  has  given  close  attention  to  horticult- 
ure, and  seems  particularly  adapted  to  the  business 
in  which  he  has  met  with  fine  success.  As  a  citizen 
and  a  business  man,  he  possesses  the  desirable  ele- 
ments which  reflect  credit  upon  a  communit}^,  and 
is  in  all  respects  a  leading  light  among  the  enter- 
prising men  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Munn,  like  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lena- 
wee County,  is  a  product  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
was  born  near  the  town  of  Ontario,  Wayne  County, 
Sept.  26,  1820.  His  father,  Horace  Mimn,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  was  the  son  of  Israel  Munn, 
also  of  New  England  birth  and  parentage,  who  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
during  its  early  settlement,  and  there  with  his  ex- 
cellent wife  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days;  he 
lived  to  be  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  Grand- 
mother Munn  was  sixty-five  or  seventy  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  Israel  Munn  was  a  man  of  great  en- 
ergy and  force  of  character,  always  busy  and  active, 
and  had  a  thorough  contempt  for  the  idler.  He 
carried  on  blacksmithing  and  farming,  and  at  one 
time  conducted  a  hotel  in  New  York  State. 

Horace  Munn,  the  father  of  our  subject,  learned 
the  trade  of  a  millwright,  and  was  twenty-two  years 
of  age  when  he  started  out- for  himself.  Ill-health, 
however,  prevented  his  following  his  trade,  and  he 
accordingly  engaged  in  farming  in  Monroe  County, 
but  died  in  middle  life   when  forty-five  years  old. 


He  married  Miss  Rowena  Gardner,  the  wedding  tak- 
ing place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Skaneateles,  N. 
Y.  She  is  now  ninety-three  years  old,  and  makes 
her  home  at  Ionia,  Mich.  Her  father,  John  Gard- 
ner, of  Connecticut,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
died  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  many  years  ago.  Grand- 
mother Gardner  survived  her  husband,  and  living 
to  be  ninety  years  old,  departed  this  life  at  Owego, 
Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Eli  E.  Munn  remained  under  the  home  roof  un- 
til twenty-five  years  of  age,  then  started  out  for 
himself,  working  by  the  month,  and,  desirous  of 
adding  to  his  store  of  knowledge,  still  pursued  his 
studies  in  his  leisure  hours.  There  were  six  chil- 
dren in  his  father's  family,  of  whom  he  had  the 
principal  oversight  and  assisted  in  their  mainten- 
ance. He  lived  economically,  however,  managing 
to  save  something  from  his  hard  earnings,  and  in 
1853  he  purchased  120  acres  of  land  in  Gratiot 
County.  This,  however,  he  never  occupied,  and 
not  long  afterward  traded  it  for  a  farm  in  Fairfield 
Township,  which  he  also  sold,  and  in  the  year  1856 
started  for  California,  via  the  Isthmus.  Upon  ar- 
riving near  the  port  of  Aspinwall,  United  States  of 
Columbia,  the  train  was  wrecked,  and  about  250 
passengers  were  killed  and  wounded.  Mr.  Munn 
concluded  he  would  now  give  up  his  California 
trip  and  return  home,  and  accordingly  he  resumed 
farming  in  Dover  Township,  where  he  continued 
six  years.  His  next  venture  was  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  took  up  his  residence  at 
Townville,  where  he  engaged  in  teaming  a  year, 
then  returned  to  Michigan,  and  purchasing  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Madison  Township,  this  county, 
farmed  three  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  engaged 
on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
as  a  carpenter,  and  upon  retiring  from  this  position 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, which  he  operated  four  years,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  trade  in  the  city  of  Adrian,  in  the  mean- 
time buying  a  house  and  lot,  where  he  lived  with 
his  family.  He  subsequently  farmed  in  Deerfield 
Township,  and  after  a  short  experience  at  hotel- 
keeping,  purchased  his  present  property.  This  in- 
cludes thirty  acres  of  land,  which  Mr.  Munn  has 
carefully  cultivated,  and  which  yields  bountifully 
the  products  to  which  he  is  now  giving  his  atten 
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tion.  A  view  of  Mr.  Munn's  residence  and  its  sur- 
roundings is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Our  subject,  while  a  resident  of  Perrinton,  N.  Y., 
was  married,  March  27,  1844,  to  Miss  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Morris  Long,  and  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ire- 
land. Mrs.  Munn  was  born  July  2,  1827,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  father  when  a  child 
four  years  of  age.  They  located  first  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  thence  removing  to  Malone,  N.  Y.,  and 
from  the  Empire  State,  in  1855,  to  Michigan.  Here 
Mr.  Long  engaged  in  farming  until  resting  from  his 
earthly  labors,  his  death  taking  place  about  1857, 
when  he  w^as  sixty-one  years  old;  his  wife  is  still 
living  in  this  county,  making  her  home  with  her 
s()n  John,  and  is  about  eighty-nine  years  old.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Long  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
of  whom  five  are  living,  and  all  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munn  commenced  life  together  in 
a  modest  dwelling,  and  in  due  time  became  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  S.  is  the  wife 
of  W.  White,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  the  mother  of 
two  children;  they  are  living  at  present  on  the 
home  place.  Horace  married  Miss  Mary  Bemen- 
differ,  and  lives  in  Morenci ;  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Schuyler  J.  married  Miss  Nellie  LeSage,  and 
is  conducting  a  restaurant  in  Clayton,  111. ;  they  also 
have  two  children.  Charles  H.  married  Miss  Ida 
Kooney,  and  is  engaged  as  a  telegraph  line  re- 
pairer at  Toledo,  Ohio ;  they  have  one  child.  Ad- 
dle Delia  is  the  wife  of  Ira  Wilcox,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Rome  Township,  and  Byron  E.,  the. 
youngest,  lives  with  his  parents  and  attends  the  dis- 
trict school.  Mr.  Munn,  like  his  father  before  him, 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 

^]  OHN  SORBY.  There  are  ver}^  few  persons 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  Lenawee  County 
to  whom  the  name  of  this  gentleman  is  not 
as  familiar  as  a  household  word.  He  is  a 
native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  where  he  was  born 
June  28,  1849,  and  spent  the  years  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  upon  his  native  soil  until  July,  1870, 
when  he  embarked  for  America.  After  a  few 
months  spent  in  traveling  through  the  United  States 


m^^^-^^ 


and  Canada  he  returned  to  his  native  land.  He 
was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss  Mary  De- 
Greene. 

In  1872  Mr.  Sorby  once  more  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  with  his  young  wife  took  up  his  location  in 
Rollin  Township,  this  count}^,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years. 
Then  determining  to  retire  from  active  labor,  he 
established  himself  in  Addison  in  November,  1886, 
and  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  in  general 
merchandise.  Three  years  later  he  removed  into 
the  fine  block  now  occupied  by  his  business,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  dry  goods  in  connection  with 
his  store  of  general  merchandise.  He  still  retains 
possession  of  his  farm,  which  embraces  330  acres  of 
choice  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Upon  it  are  a  commodious  frame  dwelling,  good 
barns  and  other  out-buildings,  and  a  choice  assort- 
ment of  live  stock  and  machinery. 

Richard  Sorby,  the  father  of  our  subject,  emi- 
grated to  America  when  Southern  Michigan  was  a 
wilderness.  He  was  proprietor  of  a  coal  mine,  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  England,  dying  in  the  spring 
of  1862  at  tlie  age  of  fifty-six  years.  He  had  mar- 
ried in  his  native  country  Miss  Margaret  DeGreene, 
who  died  in  1877  in  England,  when  sixty-five  years 
old.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living;  our  subject  is  the  only  one 
who  came  to  this  country. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren. Their  eldest  son,  John,  was  born  May  25, 
1873,  and  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  village 
school;  the  next  child  died  in  infancy;  Edgar  A. 
was  born  Jan.  29,  1876;  Florence  M.,  Aug.  23, 
1881 ;  P^arnesteen,  May  28,  1885,  and  Josephine  E., 
Sept.  7,  1886.  Mrs.  Sorby  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  in  whose  home  missionary  society 
she  has  been  warmly  interested  for  some  time. 

The  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Sorby  was  a  Gilford, 
and  a  portion  of  the  Gifford  family  genealogy  from 
the  English  book  of  Heraldry,  commonly  called 
''The  Dooms-Day  Book,"  is  as  follows:  The  family 
of  Giffords  are  of  great  antiquity,  and  were  seated 
at  Honfleur,  in  Normandy,  three  centuries  before 
the  conquest  of  England  by  Duke'  William.  At 
the  battle  of  Hastings,  in  1066,   Leo   Rudolph   De- 


* 


f 

A 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


1059     <M 


IF 


Gifford  was  one  of  the  Conqueror's  standard-bearers, 
and  was  rewarded  by  him  with  lands  in  Somerset 
shire  and  Cheshi^'e,  which  were  created  into  a  bar- 
ony, from  which  his  descendants  had  summons  to 
Parliament.  In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  11.  Sir 
Peter  Gifford  married  Alice,  daughter  and  heiress 
of  Lio  Grey  DeCorbuchin,  with  whom  he  had  the 
Lordships  of  Chillingston  in  Cheshire,  which  was  the 
seat  of  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham,  of  his  family. 

Lio  Stephen  Gifford  was  one  of  the  Barons  ac- 
companying Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  to  the  Holy 
J^and,  and  was  killed  at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem, 
while  his  son.  Sir  Stephen,  was  wounded  in  the  same 
engagment.  This  family  enjoyed  great  distinction 
in  the  English  Court  for  several  centuries,  and  no 
fewer  than  five  peerages  existed  in  it  at  one  time. 
Baron  George  Gifford  was  made  Earl  of  Bucking- 
ham by  King  Henry  Y.,  but  joining  the  House  of 
York  against  that  of  Lancaster,  and  being  one  of  the 
prime  favorites  of  King  Edward  Y.,  he  was  created 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  married  the  Princess 
Maude  Plantaganet,  the  King's  cousin.  His  son 
George  Gifford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  was  one  of 
the  favorites  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  afterward 
King  Richard  III.,  but  being  detected  by  that 
tyrant  in  the  act  of  corresponding  with  the  Earl  of 
Richmond,  afterward  Henry  YIL,  he  was  accused 
of  high  treason,  attainted,  and  beheaded  by  Rich- 
ard's orders. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  left  several  infant  chil- 
dren, but  as  the}'  had  been  deprived  of  their  lands 
and  title  that  mercenary  King,  Henry  YIL,  found 
it  more  convenient  not  to  restore  them,  and  Henry 
Stafford,  a  very  powerful  noble,  having  married 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Henry,  was  created  by  him 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  The  Staffords  followed  the 
fate  of  their  maternal  ancestor;  the  grandson  of 
Humphrey  was  beheaded  and  his  family  deprived 
of  their  vast  estates. 

Of  the  sons  of  the  last  George  Gifford,  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  George  continually  solicited  the 
Crown  and  Parliament  for  his  restoration,  but 
from  the  opposition  of  his  powerful  brother-in- 
law,  Stafford,  was  always  defeated.  The  Giftords, 
in  the  reigns  of  King  Henry  YIII.  and  Queens 
INIary  and  Elizabetli,  put  their  claims  before  the 
English  Parliament,  never,  however,  being  able  to 


attain  judgment.  In  the  reign  of  James  I.  Sir  Am- 
brose Gifford  claimed  before  the  House  of  Peers 
to  be  Duke  of  Buckingham,  but  in  the  second  year 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  his  claims  were  disallowed 
on  account  of  his  poverty. 

Walter  Gifford,  son  of  Sir  Ambrose,  emigrated 
from  England  to  Massachusetts  in  1630,  and  was 
the  originator  of  the  American  branch  of  this 
ancient  family.  Of  their  descendants  who  have 
been  noted  are  the  celebrated  Sir  John  Gifford,  and 
Lord  Gifford,  the  Master  of  Rolls  who  prosecuted, 
while  English  Attorney  General,  Queen  Caroline, 
the  wife  of  George  lY.,  upon  a  charge  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors.  The  motto  of  the  Gif- 
ford family  was  ''Nothing  without  the  Divinity." 

The  Sorby  family  in  England  was  a  popular, 
prominent  and  wealthy  one,  one  of  the  late  ances- 
tors of  our  subject  having  been  closely  indentitied 
with  the  famous  cutlery  manufactory  at  Sheffield, 
and  left  to  each  of  his  sons  £10,000. 
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jLJ^  ICHAEL  SMELTZER.  Among  the  emi- 
grants who  settled  in  Ireland  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  induced  by  a  colonization 
society,  wiiose  object  it  was  to  establish 
Protestantism  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  were  the 
ancestors  of  our  subject.  As  an  inducement,  land 
was  offered  to  them  at  a  nearly  nominal  rent  on 
perpetual  lease,  or,  as  the  document  was  worded, 
','  as  long  as  grass  grows  and  water  runs."  Here, 
in  County  Limerick,  Dec.  29,  1805,  was  born  Ar- 
nold Smeltzer,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

At  the  age  of  twenty -six,  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1831,  Arnold  Smeltzer  came  to  America,*  landing 
in  Quebec,  Canada,  with  $1  in  his  pocket.  During 
that  summer  he  w^orked  in  a  shipyard  at  fifty  cents 
l^er  day,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  went  to 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  with  a 
farmer  for  |4  per  month,  which  was  increased  to 
$10  for  the  summer  months.-  Here  he  remained 
until  1837,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  engaged 
in  the  same  occupation  for  several  years.  He  be- 
came  possessor  of  a  hotel  in  the  village  of  Ridge - 
way,  which  he  was  obliged  to  take  in  payment  for 
the  money  loaned  to  the  man  that  built  it.     Soon 
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after  he  exchanged  the  hotel  with  Stephen  V.  Miller 
for  land  on  section  29,  in  Macon  Township,  where 
he  settled  and  made  improvements  in  the  way  of 
building  and  clearing  the  land.  During  his  life  he 
owned  several  farms  in  Lenawee  County,  and  made 
a  good  deal  of  money  by  dealing  in  real  estate.  In 
religion  he  was  an  Episcopalian,  in  politics  a  Demo- 
crat. After  selling  his  farm  in  Macon  Township, 
he  came  to  Raisin,  where  he  died  Dec.  29,  1871, 
and  where  his  son,  tiie  subject  of  our  sketch,  now 
lives. 

Michael  Smeltzer  first  saw  the  light  in  Macon 
Township,  Lenawee  County,  in  1843,  and  in  1860 
he  removed  with  his  father  to  Tecumseh  and  lived 
there  two  years,  during  which  time  he  pursued  his 
studies,  already  begun  in  the  district  school,  by  an 
attendance  at  the  Tecumseh  High  School.  He 
then  returned  to  Macon  Township,  remaining  two 
years,  when  in  1864  he  came  to  Raisin  Township, 
where  he  lived  with  his  father  until  the  latter's 
death,  as  above  stated.  Soon  after  his  father's 
death  Mr.  Smeltzer  purcliased  the  interest  of  the 
other  heirs  in  the  farm,  which  he  has  owned  and 
lived  on  until  the  present  time.  This  fine  farm 
embraces  part  of  sections  2  and  3,  Raisin  Town- 
ship, and  has  been  very  much  improved  by  Mr. 
Smeltzer  since  it  came  into  his  possession.  He  has 
built  thereon  a  beautiful  and  commodious  residence, 
and  repaired  and  enlarged  his  barns  until  he  has 
now  all  the  conveniences  in  that  line  for  the  suc- 
cessful pursuit  of  his  calling.  The  farm  is  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  very  productive,  always 
returning  a  good  dividend  for  the  labor  expended 
upon  it. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1872,  the  subject  of  our 
narrative  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Josephine  Bangs,  a  resident  of  the  township  of 
Raisin.  To  them  have  been  born  two  children : 
Luella,  April  10,  1873,  and  Bertha  Florine,  March 
6,  1875;  Luella  died  July  27,  1881.  Mrs.  Smeltzer 
was  born  in  Raisin  Township,  Feb.  12,  1851,  where 
she  lived  at  the  homestead  until  her  marriage,  re- 
ceiving her  education  at  the  district  schools  and 
Tecumseh  High  School.  She  is  a  singularly  gifted 
and  intelligent  lady,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
Bangs,  a  man  prominent  among  the  old  settlers. 
Mr.  Bangs  was  born  in  Stamford,  Delaware  Co.,  N. 


Y.,  and  was  married  March  26,  1805.  He  lived 
with  his  father,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
until  his  majority,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Raisin  Township,  where  he  died  March 
25,  1869. 

Mr.  Smeltzer  has  three  sisters  living :  the  eldest, 
Mrs.  John  McCleod,  now  resides  in  Detroit;  the 
second,  Mrs.  Fred  Landgraff,  lives  in  Adrian,  while 
the  youngest  resides  with  her  mother  in  Detroit. 
Mr.  Smeltzer's  maternal  ancestors  lived  in  New 
Jersey,  and  were  engaged  in  active  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  Mr.  Smeltzer  cast 
his  first  vote  for  George  B.  McClellan  for  President, 
and  has  never  failed  to  avail  himself  of  the  right 
of  franchise  since,  voting  with  the  Democratic 
party. 


\f^HILO  C.  MILLS.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
settled  in  Lenawee  County  in  1832,  and 
for  over  forty  years  was  a  resident  of 
Franklin  Township.  Mr.  Mills  was  born 
in  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  16, 
1810,  and  is  the  son  of  Maj.  Philo  Mills,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  born  in  1775.  His  grand- 
father. Rev.  Samuel  Mills,  during  his  early  life  re- 
moved his  family  to  AYestern  New  York,  locating  in 
Livingston  Coxmty,  and  in  that  locality  the  sons, 
Alexander,  Lewis,  William  and  Philo,  and  the 
daughter,  Sally,  grew  to  maturity.  Alexander 
Mills  settled  in  Belfast,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  a  large  lumber  dealer  and  miller,  then  re- 
moved to  Olean,  that  State,  and  subsequently  to 
Ohio  City,  near  Cleveland,  where  he  died.  Capt. 
Lewis  Mills  died  in  Mt.  Morris,  leaving  a  large 
family.  Gen.  William  Mills  was  one  of  Mt.  Mor- 
ris' most  honored  citizens  until  his  death.  Mrs. 
Sally  Whitney,  the  daughter,  died  at  Fishkill,  N.  Y. 
Maj.  Philo  Mills  married  Mary  Green,  and  re- 
sided on  a  farm  in  Livingston  County  until  1835, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  locating  in  Franklin  near  the  son, 
Philo  C.  Mills.  Here  Maj.  Mills  became  an  ex- 
tensive land-owner,  having  at  one  time  1,000  acres 
in  a  body.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  in  the  county,  introducing  the  first  fine 
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cattle  in  this  section.  He  was  a  large-hearted,  i)nl)- 
lic-spirited  man,  and  a  zealous  Baptist,  assisting  in 
organizing  a  church  and  donating  ground  and  a 
house  of  worship  to  that  society.  Maj.  Mills  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Samuel  J.  Mills,  the  mission- 
ary, the  name  of  Samuel  J.  being  preserved  to  the 
present  generation.  Mary  Green,  the  wife  of  Maj. 
Mills,  was  the  youngest  child  of  Ebenezer  Green, 
of  the  Mohawk  Valley,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  June 
y,  1783.  There  were  ten  children,  five  sons  and 
five  daughters.  The  father  and  three  brothers  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Joseph,  the 
youngest  brother,  enlisted  at  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  served  the  last  year  of  the  war.  He  received  a 
pension  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1 852.  Three  broth- 
ers were  subsequently  killed  by  Indians  while  work- 
ing in  a  sugar  camp.  Their  ancestry  is  traced  to 
John  Green,  who  was  a  compeer  of  Roger  Williams, 
and  expelled  with  him  from  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony,  subsequently  forming  the  colony  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  first  Baptist  Church  of 
America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  were  the  parents 
of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  thirteen  lived  to 
maturity.  In  consecutive  order  they  were  Sam- 
uel J.;  Nancy  G.,  Mrs.  Turner;  John  P.;  Ebenezer 
(J.;  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Workman;  Philo  C. ;  Sarah  A., 
Mrs.  Rundell ;  Harriet  N.,  Mrs.  Hampton;  George 
H. ;  Jane  M.  and  Henrietta  M. ;  Almira  N.,  Mrs. 
Greene,  and  Edwin  J.  Jane  and  Henrietta  died  un- 
married at  twenty-six  years  of  age.  Maj.  Mills 
died  in  August,  1841,  and  Mrs.  Mills,  Feb.  22,  1842. 
Returning  to  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  Philo  C. 
Mills,  we  find  that  after  two  years'  residence  in 
Michigan  he  returned  to  New^  York,  and  Sept.  10, 
1834,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Keeney,  at  Le  Roy, 
Genesee  County.  After  a  few  months,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mills  came  to  Michigan  to  make  their  perma- 
nent home.  They  located  in  the  midst  of  heRyy 
timber,  and  when  the  forest  was  cleared  and  the  log 
house  reared,  there  is  a  tinge  of  romance  as  well 
as  heroism  in  the  eagerness  with  which  they  has- 
tened to  dwell  under  their  own  roof-tree,  and  begin 
their  life  of  independent  proprietorship.  The  grand- 
children of  to-day  listen  as  to  a  fairy  tale  to  the 
story  of  those  days  as  told  by  the  grandfather, 
when  with  a  half-laid  floor  and  almost  literally 
a  "deer  skin    for   a  window,    and    a   blanket  for 


a  door,"  the  brave  little  grandmother,  who  had 
been  reared  in  comfort  and  refinement,  cheerfully 
and  resolutely  did  her  part  in  the  making  of  a  home. 
Privations,  hardships,  hard  work,  many  losses  and 
discouragements  were  before  them,  but  by  united 
effort  they  steadily  prospered  until  they  possessed  a 
well  cultivated  farm  of  244  acres,  with  a  commodi- 
ous house  and  barns,  and  were  know-n  as  among  the 
most  prosperous  farmers  of  Lenawee  County.  Mr. 
Mills  delighted  in  raising  fine  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
felt  special  pride  and  satisfaction  in  sheltering  and 
tenderly  caring  for  his  stock.  No  enterprise  for 
public  good  or  private  benevolence  was  inaugu- 
rated in  his  township  without  his  aid  and  sympathy, 
while  the  hospitality  of  their  home  was  unbounded. 

Mrs.  Mary  Mills  was  the  second  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  (Bishop)  Keene}^,  and  was  born  in 
New^  London,  Conn.,  June  8,  1808.  When  six 
years  of  age,  her  parents  removed  to  Le  Roy,  Gen- 
esee Co.,  N.  Y.  The  family  consisted  of  ten  children, 
namely:  Allen,  Betsey,  Mary,  John  W.,  Nancy, 
Bishop,  P^zra,  Nicholas,  Joseph  and  Emma.  The 
brothers,  Allen  and  Nicholas,  and  the  sister,  Mrs. 
Betsey  Parsons,  are  prominent  citizens  of  Le  Roy, 
N.  Y.  Ezra  died  in  youth,  and  Dr.  Joseph  at  Leb- 
anon, III.  Dr.  John  W.,  Mrs.  Nancy  Cadman, 
Mrs.  Mar}^  Mills,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Emma  Bixby, 
located  in  Lenawee  County,  and  all  reared  families. 
The  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeney,  were  earnest 
Baptists;  we  find  their  names  among  those  of  the 
constituent  members  of  a  church  at  Lyme,  Conn., 
and  Mrs.  Keeney  was  the  last  surviving  constituent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.  She 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years  and  six  months. 
From  their  parents  the  children  inherited  a  healthy 
organization  of  muscle  and  brain,  with  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  self-reliance,  which  gave  moral  tone  and 
strength,  as  well  as  physical  vigor,  to  long  and  use- 
ful lives.  Mrs.  Mary  Mills  was  a  woman  of  re- 
markable energy,  decided  convictions,  heroic  in 
hopefulness  and  courage,  and  possessed  of  a  native 
dignity  of  demeanor  that  won  and  held  the  confi- 
dence of  all  who  knew^  her.  ' 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills,  in  1873,  disposed  of  their 
farm  to  their  son  LeRoy,  and  removed  to  Te- 
cumseh,  resting  from  their  labors  and  enjoying  the 
fruits   of   their  toil.     In    1882    thev   removed  to 
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Adriaii.  On  Feb.  23,  1887,  surrouiided  by  her  huH- 
band  and  her  five  children,  Mrs.  Mills  finished  he^ 
earthly  work  and  passed  into  the  skies,  calmly  waft- 
ing messages  of  love  and  good-byes  until  she 
touched  the  other  shore.  Mr.  Mills,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven,  retains  vigor  of  mind  and  body  in 
an  unusual  degree.  His  time  is  divided  among 
his  children,  in  each  of  whose  homes  he  has  a  warm 
welcome.  With  an  ample  income  and  sound  health, 
he  seems  entitled  to  years  of  active  usefulness. 
The  only  other  remaining  member  of  his  father's 
family  is  his  sister,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Greene,  of  Ypsilanti, 
Mich. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren. One  son  died  in  infancy  and  a  promising 
daughter,  Hattie,  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  In 
consecutive  order  the  others  are  Mary  E.,  Helen  L., 
P'rances  M.,  Adelbert  W.  and  Edwin  Leroy. 

Mary  E.  Mills  was  born  Aug.  1 1 , 1 835,  in  Franklin, 
this  county ;  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  April  20, 1852, 
she  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  C.  Blair,  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  now  residing  in  Napoleon,  Jackson 
County,  this  State.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children :  two  sons,  Charlie,  aged  two,  Herbert, 
aged  thirty,  and  a  daughter,  Hattie,  aged  sixteen, 
are  deceased ;  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Nellie  F.  Wood, 
Miss  Minnie  and  Miss  Bertha,  are  living.  Mrs. 
Blair  is  a  woman  of  untiring  energy  and  acknowl- 
edged ability,  and  her  influence  and  usefulness  in 
religious  and  social  circles  are  felt  and  appreciated. 

Helen  L.  Mills  was  born  in  Franklin,  Aug.  11, 
1.837.  She  is  the  wife  of  David  A.  Dodge,  of 
Adrian,  an  attorney  by  profession.  He  was  Cap- 
tain of  Company  I,  18th  Michigan  Infantry,  in  the 
late  war,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  sub- 
scription book  house  of  Mills,  Dodge  &  Pom- 
eroy.  They  were  married  July  20,  1865,  and  are 
the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Mamie  E.,  who  was 
born  Oct.  18,  1867,  and  died  March  13,  1884,  and 
Louise  Frances,  who  was  born  March  22,  1875,  and 
is  still  living.  Mrs.  Dodge  was  a  teacher  in  the  Te- 
cumseh  schools  three  years,  and  was  Principal  of  one 
of  the  ward  s'chools  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  for  seven  years 
previous  to  her  marriage.  She  is  Vice  President  of 
the  Chautauqua  class  of  1888,  and  holds  positions  of 
responsibility  in  the  church  of  which  she  is  a 
member. 


Frances  M.  Mills  was  born  in  Franklin,  March  11, 
1840.  She  is  the  wife  of  Henry  M.  Pomeroy,  of 
Adrian,  successively  a  merchant,  farmer,  and  at 
present  connected  with  the  firm  of  Mills,  Dodge  & 
Pomeroy.  They  were  married  Nov.  4,  1871,  and 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters :  Flossie  Helen,  born 
Feb.  8,  1875,  and  Margery  Lincoln,  born  Oct.  12, 
1881.  Mrs.  Pomeroy  was  one  of  the  corps  of  teachers 
of  the  Adrian  schools  under  Prof.  Franklin  Hubbard, 
for  several  years,  and  later  was  Principal  of  one  of  the 
ward  schools  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  She  has  held  re- 
sponsible positions  as  private  secretary  of  a  leading 
journal  in  Chicago,  and  as  equal  active  partner  in  a 
mercantile  house  in  Denver,  Col.,  and  Atchison, 
Kan.  Her  business  ability  is  well  known,  and  in 
matters  of  church  interest  or  public  enterprise  her 
generous  and  competent  service  can  always  be  re- 
lied upon.  Of  each  of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mills  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that  their  pres- 
ent financial  prosperity  has  been  largely  promoted 
by  their  personal  energy  and  skill. 

Adelbert  Workman  Mills  was  born  July  20, 
1843,  and  attended  country  schools  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  hardware  store  of 
his  uncle,  E.  J.  Mills,  of  Ypsilanti,  and  remained 
two  years.  He  then  completed  his  school  educa- 
tion at  Adrian  College.  Thirteen  days  after  at- 
taining his  majority  he  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  a  regiment  al- 
ready in  the  field,  and  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany G,  11th  Michigan  Cavalry.  Two  weeks  later 
the  command  left  Lexington,  Ky.,  on  the  famous 
Saltville  raid,  and  from  that  time  until  he  was  mus- 
tered out,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  never  in 
camp  longer  than  necessary  to  be  remounted.  He  was 
in  the  battles  of  Saltville,  Marion,  Salisbury,  Wyth- 
ville.  Bean  Station  and  many  minor  engagements.  No 
regiment  has  a  better  record  for  bravery  than  the 
nth  Cavalry,  and  robust  health  enabled  A.  W. 
Mills  to  be  always  found  at  the  post  of  duty.  Re- 
ceiving an  honorable  discharge  he  returned  to 
Franklin  Township,  and  rented  and  worked  his  fa- 
ther's farm  for  the  next  three  years,  making  a  finan- 
cial success.  During  the  next  three  years  he  taught 
school  and  worked  with  a  book  agency  in  Iowa, 
when  he  began  to  employ  and  manage  agents  for 
himself,    which   business   he  has  continued  to  the 

■,.,„ , ., ■■„ 1 ■„ „ m —^f^- 


i 


h 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


»^^ 


1063 


I 


present  da}'  with  marked  success.  Froni  1873  to 
1876  he  was  located  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  in  1876 
removed  to  Tecumseh,  where  he  became  perma- 
nently established  as  a  book  publisher.  His  public 
duties  as  member  of  and  President  of  the  Village 
Council  three  terms,  member  and  President  of  the 
School  Board,  Quartermaster,  and  Commander  of 
Beers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  etc.,  indicate  the  respect  in 
which  he  is  held  as  a  citizen  of  Tecumseh,  while  the 
^'Mills  Block"  and  his  attractive  residence  are  evi- 
dence of  his  financial  thrift.  On  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1876,  A.  W.  Mills  was  married  to  Rosa  McKin- 
ney,  a  graduate  of  Tecumseh  High  School  and  a 
successful  teacher.  Their  family  consists  of  four 
children:  Mary  Alice,  born  Nov.  22,  1877;  Mabel 
Dixon,  July  29,  1882;  Adelbert  Philo,  Nov.  10, 
1883,  and  Truman  Raymond,  Feb.  19,  1887. 

Edwin  Leroy  Mills  was  born  Nov.  16,  1846,  in 
Franklin,  being  the  sixth  child  and  third  son  of  his 
parents.  He  received  a  common-school  education 
at  the  district  school,  and  later  attended  Adrian 
College  some  three  years,  teaching  winter  terms  of 
school  in  the  country  to  obtain  necessary  funds  to 
pursue  his  studies.  Possessed  of  energy  and  appli- 
cation, and  never  shrinking  from  any  honorable  labor, 
he  soon  laid  a  good  foundation  for  success.  Upon 
leaving  the  old  farm  he  engaged  in  the  book  busi- 
ness, taking  orders  on  the  road  nearly  twelve  years, 
during  which  time  he  became  general  agent  for  a 
book  firm,  and  handled  a  corps  of  agents.  In  1873 
he  purchased  the  old  homestead,  which  at  intervals 
he  occupied  and  rented,  and  finally  exchanged  for 
a  farm  in  the  same  township,  three  and  one-half 
miles  west  from  Tecumseh.  In  1879,  on  account  of 
failing  health  he  quit  the  road  and  assumed  the 
management  of  his  farm.  Mr.  Mills  is  identified 
among  the  best  stock-raisers  of  the  count}^,  having 
reared  the  celebrated  horse  ''Hunter,"  record  2:26, 
and  other  valuable  animals.  At  this  time  he  is  pos- 
sessed of  some  of  the  best  bred  horses  in  the  State. 
In  1884  he  rented  his  farm  of  132  acres,  which  he 
still  owns,  and  removed  to  Adrian,  becoming  one  of 
the  firm  of  Mills,  Dodge  &  Pomeroy,  subscription 
book  publishers  and  agency,  the  business  extending 
over  several  States. 

In  1886  Mr.  Mills  w^as  elected  Secretary  of  the 
Lenawee  County  Agricultural  Society,  and  has  been 


twice  re-elected  to  the  same  position.  In  the  spring 
of  1887  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the  Third  Ward, 
city  of  Adrian,  and  re-elected  in  1888.  On 
Jan.  1,  1873,  Mr.  Mills  married  Miss  Amie  Hunter, 
second  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Abial  (Wimple) 
Hunter,  a  woman  of  sterling  worth.  They  have 
three  sons:  Hugh  Hunter,  born  Feb.  10, 1874;  Har- 
rie  LeRoy,  Jan.  8,  1877,  and  Herbert  Wade,  Jan. 
27,  1887. 


pyrER  R.  ADAMS.  There  came  to  Southern 
Michigan,  before  the  Territory  had  "been 
transformed  into  a  State,  one  of  its  bravest 
spirits,  enthroned  in  the  person  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  and  who  prior  to  his  lamented  death  built 
up  a  record  which  his  descendants  for  many  gener- 
ations hence  will  be  proud  to  recall.  A  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  w^as  born  in  the  town  of  Tioga, 
Feb.  10,  1805,  and  was  the  son  of  Rufus  and  the 
grandson  of  Isaac  Adams,  the  latter  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  who  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  and 
died  in  Tioga  County,  in  1812. 

Rufus  Adams  in  early  manhood  married  Miss 
Mary  Roberts,  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  N 
Y.  His  early  death  left  his  son  Peter  R.,  at  the 
age  of  seven  years,  obliged  to  depend  mainly  upon 
his  own  resources,  as  there  was  but  a  small  property 
to  serve  as  the  support  of  the  mother.  Peter 
labored  at  whatever  his  hands  could  find  to  do, 
and  at  an  early  age  evinced  a  desire  for  an  educa- 
tion. Although  his  school  advantages  were  rather 
limited,  by  devoting  his  leisure  time  to  study, 
he  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches,  and  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  began 
teaching.  Having  in  view  the  legal  profession  he 
repaired  to  Danville,  N.  Y.,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  and  in  1825  was  admitted  to  practice. 
He  was  married,  in  1829,  at  Tioga,  Pa.,  to  Miss 
Cordelia  M.,  daughter  of  David  Waller,  of  Palmyra, 
Ohio,  and  in  May,  1830,  he  came  with  his  wife  to 
Detroit,  and  not  man}^  weeks  later  they  took  up  their 
residence  at  Tecumseh,  this  county,  which  remained 
their  home  from  that  time.  In  Tecumseh,  then 
the  county  seat,  Mr.  Adams  began  the   practice  of 

law,  which  he  continued  with  fair  success  until  the 
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fall  of  1842,  and  then  on  account  of  impaired 
health  found  it  necessary  to  seek  more  active  em- 
ployment. 

During  these  years  Mr.  Adams,  besides  giving  close 
attention  to  his  professional  duties,  ^has  interested 
himself  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  county,  serv- 
ing as  Township  Supervisor,  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
Judge  Advocate,  etc.,  and  would  have  been  called  to 
other  and  higher  offices  could  he  have  been  per- 
suaded to  accept  them.  Upon  giving  up  his  prac- 
tice he  retired  to  a  farm  a  mile  east  of  the  village, 
and  from  that  time  until  1861  gave  his  attention 
principally  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  lived  easily 
and  comfortably,  engaging  very  little  in  manual 
labor,  spending  his  time  principally  in  superintend- 
ing the  operations  of  his  farm.  He  returned  to 
the  village  in  1861,  and  five  years  later  was  elected 
President  and  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Tecumseh,  holding  these  offices  until  the  in- 
stitution closed  up  its  business.  In  1866  Mr. 
Adams  commenced  the  publication  of  the  Raisin 
Valley  Record,  and  for  several  years  thereafter 
received  a  liberal  public  patronage.  Its  editorial 
columns,  over  which  Mr.  Adams  himself  presided, 
were  conducted  in  a  temperate  and  judicious  man- 
ner, and  reflected  his  sentiments  on  moral  and 
financial  questions  which  the  experience  of  years  of 
observation  enabled  him  to  discuss  in  a  manner 
befitting  their  importance.  He  finally  transferred 
his  interest  in  this  journal  to  other  parties,  and  at 
the  organization  of  the  People's  Bank  became  its 
President,  retaining  his  position  until  it  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  bank  of  Fitzsimons  &  Co. 

To  Peter  R.  Adams  and  his  wife  Cordelia  there 
were  born  three  children,  as  follows:  Peter  W.  is 
married  and  a  resident  of  Tecumseh;  Eliza  M.  be- 
came the  wife  of  Col.  W.  C.  Fitzsimons,  and  died 
April  20,  1878,  leaving  two  sons,  while  Mary  C, 
Mrs.  John  D.  Schull,  is  a  resident  of  Tecumseh. 

Mr.  Adams  was  a  man  particularly  kind  and 
generous  in  his  disposition,  benevolent  and  straight- 
forward, and  impressed  those  around  him  as 
being  more  than  ordinarily  conscientious,  and 
anxious  to  be  of  service  to  his  fellowmen.  In 
the  channels  into  which  his  natural  talents  led  him 
he  was  unostentatious  in  his  benefactions,  prefer- 
ring that  his  left  hand  should  not  know  what  his 


right  had  done.  His  name  and  his  labors  will  be 
remembered  years  hence,  when  men  will  talk  to 
their  sons  concerning  the  works  of  the  men  who 
came  to  Lenawee  County  at  a  time  when  industry 
and  talent  were  needed  to  develop  her  resources. 
While  his  intellect  might  have  called  him  to  a  much 
higher  position  than  he  occupied  in  life,  he  took 
pleasure  in  tilling  the  soil  and  watching  the  handi- 
work of  Nature  in  her  various  operations.  He 
left  behind  him  an  influence  for  good  which  will 
be  recognized  unto  the  second  and  third  genera- 
tion. 


ERASMUS  DARWIN    ALLEN,    for   a   long 
editor  of  the    Morenci     Observer^  on 


)E "™ 


/IL^  the  28th  of  February,  1885,  finished  a  busy 
life.  For  some  months  before  his  death,  friends 
noticed  that  his  step  was  not  so  elastic  as  usual,  and 
that  his  frame  was  giving  way  to  some  extent  un- 
der the  burden  of  years.  Seeking  by  rest  to  recu- 
perate himself,  he  took  a  trip  to  his  boyhood  home, 
but  neither  there  nor  at  the  springs  of  St.  Louis, 
Mich.,  could  he  regain  his  wonted  health.  Return- 
ing to  his  home  at  Morenci,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts,  attention  and  sympathy  which  loving 
friendship  could  give,  he  calmly  faced  the  dread 
destroyer.  Death. 

Erasmus  Allen  was  born  in  the  township  of  Farm- 
ington,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1823,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  brothers, 
several  of  whom  are  residents  of  Lenawee  County. 
His  beloved  mother  was  a  sister  of  Rev.  Augustus 
Eddy,  a  noted  Methodist  minister  of  Western 
New  York,  whose  son.  Rev.  Thomas  N.  Eddy,  was 
for  so  many  years  the  distinguished  editor  of  the 
Northwestern  Christian  Advocate.  Erasmus,  a 
farmer's  son,  was  early  ambitious  to  acquire  a  good 
education,  and  in  furtherance  of  that  object  at- 
tended the  Canandaigua  (N.  Y.)  Academy,  where 
he  was  a  very  apt  and  industrious  young  student, 
especially  proficient  in  mathematics.  Subsequently 
to  this  he  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
profession  of  teaching.      Shortly   after   graduating 
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therefrom,  he  became  Principal  of  the  Mendon  (N. 
Y.)   Academy,  where  he  remained  some  time. 

In  June,  1846,  Mr.  Allen  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Maria  McOmber,  and  three  years  later, 
impelled  by  the  emigration  fever,  they  removed  to 
Michigan  and  first  settled  in  Medina,  Lenawee 
County,  where  Mr.  Allen  entered  into  partnership 
with  his  brother  in  the  mercantile  and  milling  busi- 
ness. Here  his  integrity  secured  him  a  good  stand- 
ing in  the  community,  and  his  active  enterprise  and 
a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  section 
brought  its  necessary  return.  He  at  that  time 
formed  friendships  which  remained  strong  and  true 
until  his  death.  Still  interested  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, he  materially  assisted  in  the  establishment 
of  an  academy  at  Medina,  and  was  one  of  the 
contractors  who  erected  the  building  to  be  used  for 
that  purpose.  After  about  eight  years'  residence  at 
that  place,  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  and  purchas- 
ing some  land,  began  farming  operations  near  Brown- 
ville.  About  1859  he  decided  to  return  to  Michi- 
gan, and  coming  to  this  county  located  at  Morenci, 
where,  with  the  exception  of  a  brief  interval,  he 
resided  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  at  once 
assumed  the  Principalship  of  the  public  schools,  and 
filled  that  honorable  position  for  several  terms.  To 
his  thorough  methods  of  teaching,  many  of  his  pu- 
pils, now  respected  men  and  women,  lay  whatever 
degree  of  prosperity  or  success  they  have  had  in 
the  world. 

About  this  time  the  subject  of  this  sketch  en- 
tered upon  his  editorial  career,  first  publishing  the 
Morenci  Star,  a  journal  which  prospered,  until  the 
late  conflict  between  the  States  broke  out  and  over- 
shadowed all  interests  of  a  local  or  business  charac- 
ter. He  then  entered  the  dry-goods  house  of  J. 
P.  Cawley  &  Co.,  as  book-keeper,  which  position 
he  retained  for  nine  years.  In  1872,  Morenci  for  the 
first  time  heard  the  sound  of  a  locomotive  whistle, 
and  entered  upon  a  very  lively  and  rapid  growth. 
Mr.  Allen,  with  ready  discernment  characteristic  of 
him,  saw  the  opportunity  to  make  a  village  newspa- 
per profitable,  and  at  once  embarked  in  the  publica- 
tion of  a  journal  appropriately  named  the  Neiv  Era, 
for  which,  by  his  untiring  energy  and  tact,  he  soon 
secured  a  large  circulation,  and  assisted  largely  in 
the  growth  and  welfare  of  the  village.     After  pub- 


lishing the  Weir  Era  for  some  three  years,  he  was 
induced  to  sell  his  olliee  and  go  to  Detroit  as  pub- 
lishing agent  of  the  Michigan  Christian  Advocate, 
of  wiiich  he  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders. 
Protracted  sickness  in  his  family  prevented  him 
from  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  in 
connection  with  that  office  satisfactorily  to  himself, 
and  he  therefore  resigned  it  and  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Morenci.  In  the  autumn  of  1875  he  pur- 
chased the  office  of  the  Morenci  N'etvs,  which  had 
been  started  in  the  meantime,  and  rechristened  it 
the  State  Line  Observer.  This  journal  and  the  Mo- 
renci Observer  he  managed  until  his  death.  Unre- 
mitting toil  and  devotion  to  his  business  doubtless 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  disease  which  caused  his 
death.  It  was  with  the  greatest  possible  reluctance 
that  he  obliged  himself  to  cease  from  work,  and  to 
resign  the  entire  business  into  other  hands,  even  at 
the  last  moment. 

Politically  Mr.  Allen  was  a  stanch  Republican, 
almost  from  the  foundation  of  the  party,  and  his 
voice  was  often  heard  in  County,  Congressional  and 
State  Conventions.  His  political  associates,  many 
of  them  leading  politicians,  sought  his  counsel,  and 
his  judgment  was  trusted  by  all.  Having  no  polit- 
ical aspirations  for  himself,  he  helped  his  friends 
to  office  through  the  influence  which  he  commanded. 
While  a  young  man,  a  talent  for  ready  speaking 
which  he  had,  he  developed,  and  he  was  never  at  a 
loss  to  express  his  views.  Having  strong  convic- 
tions on  most  important  questions,  he  was  quite  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  address  public  meetings  of 
various  characters.  Ever  maintaining  a  deep  in- 
terest in  all  educational  matters,  he  encouraged  and 
advised  the  teachers  in  their  difficult  labors,  and 
helped  them  to  organize  institutes.  For  thirteen  years 
he  was  Director  of  the  public  schools,  tilling  that 
place  when  the  fine  school  building  was  erected.  He 
was  also  elected  Township  and  Village  Clerk  for  sev- 
eral terms,  and  was  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Morenci 
Agricultural  Society,  besides  being  chosen  to  other 
minor  offices.  For  some  time  he  filled  the  position 
of  President  of  the  Morenci  Reform  Club,  and 
throughout  life  was  an  entirely  temperate  and  tem- 
perance man.  Fearlessly  advocating  the  cause  of 
prohibition,  when  it  was  not  so  favorably  received- 
as  at  present,  he  sought  in   every  way  to  improve 
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the  moral  status  of  the  community.  In  the  jour- 
nalistic field,  where  he  succeeded  so  well,  he  was 
an  indefatigable  newsgatherer  and  a  facile  writer. 
His  idea  of  a  local  paper  was  one  whose  every  col- 
umn should  be  filled  with  items  of  home  concern, 
put  into  condensed,  spicy  paragraphs,  justly,  think- 
ing that  long  and  heavy  editorials  were  out  of 
place  in  a  village  paper. 

In  his  religious  views  Mr.  Allen  was  strictly  or- 
thodox, having  no  sympathy  with  the  so-called  lib- 
eral movement.  On  the  30th  of  June,  1867,  he  was 
baptised  and  received  into  full  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Han- 
kinson.  He  was  afterward  licensed  as  a  local 
preacher,  and  later  still,  ordained  as  local  Deacon  at 
the  Detroit  Conference,  and  w^as  for  man}^  years 
active  in  the  official  councils  of  the  church.  For 
about  two  years  before  his  death  he  worshiped  at 
the  Congregational  Church,  singing  in  its  choir. 
By  his  death  his  friends  and  the  community  in  gen- 
eral met  with  a  sad  loss,  but  their  loss  was  his  great 
gain. 

"There  is  no  (ieath ;  an  angel  form 

Walks  o'er  the  earth  with  silent  tread ; 

He  bears  our  best  loved  things  away. 
And  then  we  call  them  'dead.' 

He  leaves  our  hearts  all  desolate. 

He  plucks  our  sweetest,  fairest  flowers ; 

Transplanted  into  bliss,  they  now 
Adorn  immortal  bowers." 


;AR0N  K.    WALDRON.     The    flourishing 
(@yul     little  town  of  Tecumseh,  among   the   other 
good   things  which    have    fallen    to  it,  is 
^J  the  residence  of  many  of  those  remarkable 

men  who  came  to  Southern  Michigan  in  the  pioneer 
days  and  rescued  the  land  from  the  wilderness. 
Among  these  the  subject  of  this  biography  has 
borne  no  unimportant  part.  He  first  set  foot  in 
Tecumseh  Township  when  a  young  man,  in  1845, 
purchasing  eighty  acres  on  section  32,  one  mile 
west  of  the  present  village  site,  in  Tecumseh  Town- 
ship. This  land  had  scarcely  been  touched  by  the 
hand  of  the  husbandman,  having  been  the  property 
of  speculators  for  years.  Young  Waldron  at  once 
turned    his    attention    to    its    improvement    and 


cultivation,  and  after  the  lapse  of  years  transformed 
it  into  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  desirable  home- 
steads in  this  section.  Here  he  has  lived,  the 
object  of  esteem  and  confidence  by  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  a  man  who  has  done  much  to  encour- 
age the  settlement  of  Southern  Michigan  by  an 
intelligent  class  of  population. 

The  childhood  days  of  Mr.  Waldron  were  spent 
in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  near 
the  town  of  Romulus,  Oct.  23,  1823.  His  parents, 
William  and  Hester  (Matthews)  Waldron,  were 
natives  respectively  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York, 
the  father  born  in  January,  1789,  and  the  mother, 
July  2,  1795.  Some  years  after  their  marriage  the 
parents  removed  to  the  Empire  State,  locating 
there  on  a  farm,  where  the  death  of  William  Wal- 
dron occurred  Nov.  14,  1833,  when  his  son,  Aaron 
K.,  was  a  lad  ten  years  of  age.  He  had  labored 
industriously  to  improve  his  farm,  which  had  been 
cultivated  but  very  little  when  he  took  possession, 
and  his  death  was  a  severe  blow  to  his  devoted 
wife,  as  they  had  naturally  formed  many  plans  for 
their  future  happiness,  and  the  welfare  of  their 
little  family,  which  included  six  sons  and  one 
daughter.  After  the  death  of  the  father  these  were 
scattered  among  strangers,  Aaron  K.  being  bound 
out  to  a  farmer  for  seven  years.  The  mother 
departed  this  life  some  years  after  the  removal  of 
her  son,  Aaron  K.,  to  the  West. 

Toung  Waldron  received  a  common -school 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  an  attend- 
ance at  Ovid  Academy  for  six  months,  after  reach- 
ing his  majority.  In  1845  he  emigrated  to  this 
State,  being  employed  first  as  a  farm  laborer,  and 
the  year  following  purchasing  the  land  already 
spoken  of.  He  was  prospered  in  his  labors  upon 
the  new  soil  of  Lenawee  County,  and  in  due  time 
became  the  owner  of  232  acres,  which  he  brought 
,to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  stock  operations 
were  mostly  confined  to  sheep-raising,  in  which  he 
embarked  about  1869,  and  in  which  he  has  been 
unusually  successful. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1846,  Mr.  Waldron 
having  laid  the  foundation  for  a  competency,  con- 
sidered himself  justified  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibilities  of  a  family  and  a  home,  and  was 
accordingly  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah 
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Gimdermaii,  one  of  the  most  estimable  3^oiiiig- 
ladies  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Sarah  M. 
Waldron  was  born  f'eb.  26,  1826,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Clarissa  Gun derman,  natives 
of  New  Jersey,  who  after  their  marriage  removed 
to  Lodi,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  death  of  the 
father  occurred  in  1845,  and  that  of  the  mother  in 
the  spring  of  1874. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waldron,  after  their  marriage,  took 
possession  of  the  little  house  erected  upon  the  new 
farm,  and  in  due  time  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Lewis  M. 
developed  into  a  bright  and  studious  boy,  and  in 
1870  was  one  of  the  most  promising  graduates  of 
the  Detroit  Business  College ;  William  J.  is  written 
of  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Charles  A.  was' gradu- 
ated from  the  High  School  at  Tecumseh,  and  also 
holds  a  diploma  from  the  Veterinary  College  of 
Philadelphia;  he  is  a  resident  of  Raisin  Township, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  Clara  A.  is  teaching;  Ada 
E.  is  a  teacher  in  Tecumseh,  and  Sarah  H.  is  at 
home.; 

Mr.  Waldron,  upon  becoming  a  voter,  identified 
himself  with  the  old  Whig  party,  with  which  he 
remained  until  the  organization  of  the  Republicans, 
nnd  since  that  time  has  cheerfully  supported  the 
principles  of  the  latter.  Although  almost  sixty- 
five  years  of  age,  he  enjoys  good  health  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  energy  which  distinguished  his 
young  manhood.  He  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  Tecumseh  and  vicinity,  and  no 
man  is  more  highly  respected,  or  deserves  in  a 
greater  measure  the  confidence  of  his^fellow-citizens. 
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LBERT  COLLINS.  J  For  the  last  ten 
years  the  subject  of ^this  biography  has  held 
possession  of  thesnug farm^of  seventy-three 
acres  on  section  3,  Macon  Township,  where 
he  has  successfully  carried  on  general  farming,  and 
established  himself  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  neighbors.  The  land  is  mostly  improved  and 
quite  fertile,  and  the  buildings  are  shapely  and  con- 
venient, and  well  adapted  to  the  general  purposes 
of  country  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  Dec.  2,  1841,  at  the  old 
-^#1 ^ — 


homestead  of  his  father,  Isaac  Collins,  on  section 
2,  in  Macon  Township,  where  the  latter  settled 
about  1834.  Isaac  Collins  was  born  in  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.,  and  was  the  son  of  James  Collins, 
also  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  New  England  ancestry, 
who  were  characterized  b}^  their  loyal  adherence 
to  the  Quaker  faith.  He  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  boatman  while  a  resident  of  New  Jersey,  and 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  son  Isaac  when  the 
latter  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  3^ ears.  It  is  supposed 
that  the}^  settled  in  the  wilderness  of  Macon  Township 
as  early  as  the  fall  of  1832.  They  took  up  a  tract 
of  land  on  section  5,  and  after  making  some  im- 
provements. Grandfather  Collins  returned  to  New 
Jersey  after  his  wife  and  family.  Before  they  had 
started  on  the  return  journey,  how^ever,  his  wife 
^vas  seized  with  cholera  and  died  very  suddenly. 
Her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  her  native  soil, 
and  then  James  Collins  proceeded  to  carry  out  his 
original  intention,  coming  to  Michigan  with  the  re- 
maining members  of  his  family.  Upon  his  arrival 
here  he  went  forward  with  the  cultivation  of  his 
land,  but  subsequently  returned  to  his  native  State 
and  married  a  second  wife.  His  death  took  place 
in  Macon  Township,  in  1864,  when  he  was  quite 
well  advanced  in  years. 

Isaac  Collins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
youth  of  great  energy,  and  at  once  commenced 
working  as  a  farm  laborer  in  order  to  pay  for  the 
quarter  section  of  Government  land  which  he  had 
located  in  Macon  Township.  He  was  a  praiseworthy 
citizen,  and  possessing  the  essential  qualities  of  an 
honest  man,  was  held  in  high  regard  wherever 
known. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Mary  A.  Allen,  of  Ontario,  Canada.  After 
the  decease  of  Mr.  Collins  she  was  married  to  An- 
drew Wilson,  now  a  retired  farmer,  who  is  spending 
his  later  days  comfortably  at  a  pleasant  home  in  the 
village  of  Tecumseh.  Albert  Collins,  who  was  the 
eldest  of  the  five  children  born  to  his  parents,  re- 
mained at  home  until  reaching  his  majority,  and 
was  married,  Jan.  9,  1868,  to  Miss  Abbie  J.  Harriott, 
who  was  born  in  Saline  Township,  Washtenaw 
County,  Aug.  15,  1846.  Mrs.  Collins  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Sarah  J.  (Sanford)  Harriott, 
natives   of   New   York  State,    who    emigrated    to 
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Southern  Michigan  during  its  early  settlement,  and 
are  still  living,  occnpying  a  good  farm  in  Saline 
Township.  Mrs.  Collins  remained  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage,  in  the  meantime  receiving  her 
education  in  the  district  school.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  there  was  born  one  child,  whu  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Collins  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  family 
so  widely  known  throughout  this  county. 
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^^EORGE.  G.  ATWOOD,  of  Rome  Town- 
jll  ship,  is  the  son  of  one   of  its  earliest  pio- 

^^J(  neers,  and  has  here  spent  the  greater  .part 
of  his  life.  He  was  born  at  his  father's  homestead, 
on  section  24,  Aug.  19,  1838,  and  still  calls  it  home 
where  he  first  opened  his  infant  eyes  to  the  light, 
having  for  his  portion  eighty  acres  of  the  land 
which  his  father  entered  from  the  Government  over 
fifty  years  ago. 

Seth  Atwood,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Romulus,  N.  Y.,  about  1811,  and  was  the 
son  of  William  Atwood,  an  Englishman  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  early  manhood,  and  settling 
in  New  York  State  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Grand- 
mother Atwood  w^as  sixty-two  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  occurred  some  years  before  that  of  her 
husband.  Seth  Atwood  remained  in  his  native 
State  until  reaching  his  majority,  and  not  long  after- 
ward decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of 
Michigan  Territory.  Upon  reaching  this  count3^ 
being  possessed  of  limited  means,  he  commenced 
modestly  and  first  took  up  160  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land.  To  this  he  afterward  added,  but  did 
not  live  to  carry  out  his  plans,  being  cut  down  by 
the  hand  of  death  while  still  a  young  man  but 
thirty  years  of  age.  He  had,  however,  become  of 
considerable  note  as  a  good  citizen,  and  was  a  Dea- 
con of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Jane  A.  Hood,  and  was  born  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1813.  Her  father,  John  Hood,  was  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  served  as  a  soldier  all  through 
the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  born  on  the  10th 
of  June,  1762,  married  Miss  Lucinda  Moody,  and 


died  in  the  Empire  State,  aged  about  seventy-two 
years.  His  wife  died  in  Michigan  at  the  advanced 
age  of  over  ninety  years.  After  the  death  of  her 
first  husband,  Mrs.  Atwood  was  married  to  Isaac 
Raymond,  who  died  in  California  in  1880.  Of  her 
first  marriage  there  were  born  four  children,  and 
one  by  the  second.  Sopjhia,  the  eldest,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Clark  Raymond,  of  Adrian;  Esther,  Mrs. 
Charles  F.  Finch,  also  lives  in  Adrian ;  George  G. 
was  the  third  child ;  Levia  R.  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Bacome,  is  living 
on  a  farm  in  Rome  Township. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  years  about  the  farm, 
assisting  his  mother  and  attending  the  district  school 
in  the  winter  season.  His  school  days  were  prac- 
tically  over  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  from  his 
earliest  recollection  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  ex- 
ercising prudence  and  economy,  endeavoring  to 
make  the  wisest  use  of  his  money  and  laboring 
diligently  to  secure  a  competence.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  started  out  for  himself  by  commenc- 
ing the  cultivation  of  the  land  apportioned  from 
his  father's  estate,  and  in  1868  he  put  up  the  neat 
and  substantial  residence  occupied  jointly  by  his 
mother  and  himself. 

Mr.  Atwood  has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, serving  as  Township  Treasurer  and  Path- 
master,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity a  number  of  years,  belonging  to  the  lodge  in 
Marion. 

r-^^ *^^>* >3^i-- 

ALSEY  LEWIS,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly  respected  residents  of  Adrian  Town, 
ship,  like  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lena- 
wee County,  is  a  product  of  the  Empire 
He  yvsis  born  May  9,  1811,  in  Tompkins 
County,  and  is  the  son  of  Martin  Lewis,  who  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County.  They  were  people  of 
modest  means,  and  the  father  followed  farming, 
spending  his  entire  life  in  the  vicinity  of  his  birth. 
Young  Halsey  left  home  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years,  and  two  years  later,  in  company  with  a  fam- 
ily of  his  own  county,  migrated  to  Michigan,  locat- 
ing in  Adrian  Township  in  the  fall  of  1824.  He 
worked  as  a  chore  boy  that  winter,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1825  engaged  to  work  on  a  farm  in    Monroe 
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County  for  his  board  and  clothes  one  year.  At 
the  close  of  this  contract  he  returned  to  New 
York  with  the  family  who  accompanied  him  here, 
and  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  State  five 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Michigan,  and  engaged 
to  work  on  the  farm  of  Gen.  Brown,  of  Tecumseh, 
and  the  year  following  he  was  employed  by  Col. 
Anderson,  receiving  |100  for  twelve  months'  labor. 
He  had  now  a  small  amount  of  money,  which  he 
invested  in  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Tecumseh 
Township,  and  moving  into  a  frame  house,  which 
he  had  put  up,  he  kept  bachelor's  hall  for  a  year, 
and  then  employed  a  family  to  keep  house  for  him. 
After  five  or  six  years  he  sold  out,  and  purchased 
1 60  acres  of  land  near  Eaton  Rapids,  which,  how- 
ever, he  never  occupied.  Subsequently  he  made 
his  home  with  a  neighbor,  and  rented  his  farm  for 
ten  or  twelve  years.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  at 
Monroe  Junction,  which  he  rented  until  1848. 
That  same  year  he  took  possession  of  160  acres  of 
land  owned  by  Mr.  George  L.  Shurts,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Lewis,  and  who  died  that  year.  He  proceeded 
with  the  cultivation  of  this  land,  and  the  following- 
year,  in  the  month  of  June,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Shurts.  This  land  afterward  became  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  have  occupied  it  and  effected  the  improve- 
ments which  have  now  rendered   it  quite  valuable. 

Mrs.  Lewis  was  born  Nov.  4,  1828,  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  while  her  paternal  grandfather, 
Jacob  Shurts,  was  of  German  birth  and  parentage. 
He  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a  young  man,  and 
located  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married  and 
where  his  son,  George  L.,  was  born.  The  latter 
married  a  Miss  Margaret  Mettler,  and  came  to 
Michigan  about  1833.  He  spent  his  last  days  in 
Adrian  Township,  dying  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years,  while  his  wife,  Margaret,  was  but  thirty-nine 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  Daniel  Mettler  by  name, 
was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  miller  by 
trade. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  George  H.  was  born  June  20, 
1849,  and  has  always  remained  at  the  homestead; 
Margaret  E.  was  born  Oct.  9,  1850,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Hill,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  this  town- 


I   ship;  Winfield  S.  was  born  May  17,  1852,  and  died 

I    in  June,  1886;  he  was  married  and  left  a   wife  and 

I   four    children.  Martin  was  born  Aug.  15,  1854,  and 

i    died  July  3,  1859;  Mary  J.  was  born  June  2,  1855, 

I   and  is  the  wife  of  William  Snook,  a  mason  by  trade, 

j   and  they  are  residents  of  Raisin;  Emma  J.  was  born 

I   Sept.  22,  1857;  Charles  J.,  June  17,  1859,  and  Will- 

I    iam  E.,  Aug.  1,  1861 ;  these  three  are  at  home  with 

their    parents.     Eva  A.  was    born   Nov.   13,  1863, 

and  is  the  wife  of  John  Handgen,  who  is  occupied 

at  farming,  and  lives  in  Dover  Township. 
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ILLIAM  H.  WIGGINS.  The  snug  home- 
stead of  this  gentleman  lies  on  section  21, 
W^  Adrian  Township,  and  comprises  eighty 
acres  of  land  with  good  iaiprovements,  which 
have  been  made  principally  by  the  present  pro- 
prietor, and  are  in  all  respects  indicative  of  in- 
dustry and  good  taste.  There  is  a  fair  assortment 
of  live  stock,  and  the  farm  machinery  is  of  the 
most  improved  pattern,  and  embraces  everything 
required  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  agricult- 
ure. Mr.  Wiggins  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
township  since  1873,  and  has  acquitted  himself  as 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

Our  subject,  like  many  others  of  his  neighbors, 
is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  born 
in  the  town  of  Eloyd,  Oneida  County,  April  8, 
1839.  His  parents,  Annin  and  Sarah  (Tennent) 
Wiggins,  were  natives  respectively  of  New  York 
and  Warwick,  R.  I.,  the  former  born  Oct.  9,  1805, 
and  the  latter  Oct.  6,  1807.  They  are  living  in 
Wyoming  Count3^  N.  Y.,  which  has  been  their 
home  for  forty-eight  years;  their  family  included 
four  sons  and  six  daughters.  William  H.  Wiggins 
spent  his  childhood  and  youth  under  the  parental 
roof,  working  on  the  farm  and  learning  what  he  could 
during  the  winter  at  the  district  school,  taking  also 
one  term  at  Middlebury  Academy.  Upon  leaving 
home  he  worked  for  a  time  with  his  brother-in-law, 
and  in  1861  started  for  the  young  State  of  Michi- 
gan, where  he  located  in  Washtenaw  County,  and 
engaged  in  peddling  patent  medicines  in  Bridge- 
water  and  vicinity;  six  months  of  this  employment 
satisfied  him,  and  he  resolved  to  again  try  farming. 
« «^ 
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He  was  not  supplied  with  sufficient  capital  to  pur- 
chase to  good  advantage,  and  accordingly  rented 
320  acres  of  land  near  Manchester,  upon  which  he 
operated  three  years,  after  which  he  removed  to  a 
quarter  section  near  Bridgewater,  which  he  occupied 
about  the  same  length  of  time.  He  rented  land 
one  more  year,  and  had  now  saved  sufficient  from 
his  income  to  purciiase  a  moderate -sized  farm  in 
the  same  neighborhood.  Upon  tliis  he  worked 
diligently  for  six  years,  with  such  good  results  that 
he  sold  out  at  a  net  profit  of  over  12,000,  and  then 
purchased  his  present  farm.  Upon  this  there  was 
much  to  be  done  in  order  to  make  it  what  Mr. 
Wiggins  desired,  and  he  persevered  through  many 
obstacles  until  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up  one 
of  the  most  attractive  homesteads  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship. His  skill  as  an  agriculturist,  and  his  useful- 
ness as  a  member  of  the  community,  long  ago 
secured  him  the  entire  respect  of  his  neighbors. 
He  was  elected  Town  Clerk  the  second  year  of  his 
residence  here,  and  has  since  held  the  position.  He 
has  served  as  School  Director  in  his  district,  and 
has  several  times  been  called  upon  in  the  settle- 
ment of  estates.  His  duties  as  administrator  have 
been  discharged  in  a  faithful  and  conscientious 
manner,  and  he  has  been  fortunate  in  giving  general 
satisfaction.  In  1885  he  waselected  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  State  Legislature,  and  served 
one  term. 

The  marriage  of  William  H.  Wiggins  and  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Shipman  took  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  8,  1865.  Mrs.  W.  is 
the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Mary  Shipman,  and 
was  born  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,Oct.  29, 1841. 
Her  fattier  was  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
farmers  of  that  region,  and ijMrs.  Wiggins  had  been 
carefully  trained  by  her  excellent  mother.  She 
was  a  devoted. member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
a  lady  who  possessed  many  womanly  virtues.  After 
becoming  the  mother  of  two  children,  Mary  O. 
and  William  S.,  she  departed  this  life  at  her  home 
in  Manchester,  Nov.  9,  1870. 

The  second  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Aug.  16,  1871,  was  formerly  Miss  Clarissa 
A.  Russ,  a  native  of  ^Cambridge,  Mich.,  and  was 
born  Feb.  19,  1845.  Her  father,  Silas  H.  Russ, 
came  to  this  State  during  its  early  settlement,  locat- 

4« 


ing  in  Cambridge  and  engaging  in  farming  and 
dairying.  Mrs.  Clarissa  A.  Wiggins  died  at  the 
homestead,  Dec.  29,  1885.  She  was  a  most  worthy 
ami  excellent  wife  and  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  By  the  death  of  this 
lady  two  little  daughters  were  left  motherless — 
Minnie  B.,  now  twelve  years  of  age,  and  Laverna 
M.,  aged  six.  Minnie  is  especially  bright  and 
promising,  with  a  decided  talent  for  music,  in  which 
art  she  has  made  good  progress,  and  bids  fair  to 
excel.  The  present  wife  of  William  H.  Wiggins 
is  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Alfred  D.  and  Emily  A. 
(Todd)  Hall,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and 
New  Hampshire.  Mrs.  Wiggins  w^as  born  in  Te- 
cumseh,  Mich.,  Dec.  27,  1854,  and  had  taught 
seven  terms  of  school  prior  to  her  marriage,  Sept. 
21,  1887.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  Wiggins  is  a  Democrat  politically, 
and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
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\T/AMES  W.  ASH,  who  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  has  been  one  of  the  familiar  fig- 
ures in  the  agricultural  districts  of  Raisin 
Township,  was  born  on  the  homestead  which 
he  now  occupies,  July  28,  1857..  The  farm  is  beau- 
tifully located  and  highly  cultivated,  and  comprises 
167  acres,  occupying  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 34,  and  a  part  of  section  27.  It  has  about  it 
the  air  of  permanency  and  solidity  which  is  espec- 
ially pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  a  place  which  involun- 
tarily suggests  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Ash,  was  born 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  1810,  and  was  of  pure 
English  ancestry.  He  continued  on  his  native  soil 
until  a  young  man  twenty  years  of  age,  then  crossed 
the  Atlantic  July  3,  1831,  and  for  a  year  thereafter 
was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  in  New  York  State. 
He  was  ambitious  and  adventurous,  however,  and 
finally  set  out  for  the  Western  country,  coming  to 
Michigan  when  a  large  part  of  the  country  was  still 
in  its  primitive  condition.  He  located  first  in  Mon- 
roe County,  whence  he  shortly  afterward  removed 
to  Washtenaw  County,  being  in  his  travels  inde- 
pendent of  horses  or  steam   cars,    making  his   way 
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mostly  on  foot,  and  thus  having  a  good  chance  to 
look  over  the  country. 

The  father  of  our  subject  finally  decided  that 
there  was  no  locality  more  desirable  than  Lenawee 
County,  and  after  a  short  time  spent  at  the  house 
of  Sylvanus  Westgate,  he  selected  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres,  and  walked  to  Monroe,  Mich.,  to  make  the 
proper  entry,  Oct.  6,  1835.  He  then  commenced 
in  earnest  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his 
purchase,  laboring  like  his  brother  pioneers,  under 
many  difficulties,  tilling  the  soil  with  rude  machin- 
ery and  transporting  his  crops  laboriously  to  market 
by  means  of  horse  or  ox  teams.  He  had  come  to 
stay,  however,  and  whatever  emergency  arose, 
never  thought  of  giving  up  or  retreating  from  his 
standpoint.  His  land  patent  was  signed  by  'Presi- 
dent Jackson,  and  our  subject  still  holds  the  deed 
of  the  ground  which  was  transferred  from  Uncle 
Sam  to  the  Ash  family,  and  has  been  owned  solelj^ 
by  these  two. 

William  Ash  found  it  rather  a  lonesome  business 
working  by  himself,  and  decided  to  bring  a  com- 
panion to  his  cabin  home.  The  lady  of  his  choice, 
Miss  Esther  Westgate,  was  the  daughter  of  the  gen- 
tleman before  spoken  of,  Sylvan  us  Westgate,  p]sq., 
who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Lenawee 
County.  The  young  people  began  life  together  in 
a  manner  suitable  to  their  means  and  station,  and 
the  little  household  in  due  time  included  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  are  living  and  residents,  one  of 
this  township,  and  one  of  Allegan  Count}',  this 
vState.  The  mother  only  lived  to  be  middle-aged, 
her  death  taking  place  at  the  homestead  Dec.  7, 
1844.  She  was  a  good  woman  in  the  broadest 
sense  of  the  term,  and  greatly  mourned  by  her  fam- 
ily and  friends. 

William  Ash,  some  time  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  was  married  in  Michigan,  on  the  Maumee 
River,  not  far  from  the  city  of  that  name,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Houghtby,  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  En- 
gland, who  came  to  tlie  United  States  with  her  par- 
ents when  a  young  woman.  They  settled  in  South- 
ern Michigan  and  she  remained  under  the  home 
roof  until  her  marriage.  William  Ash  continued 
his  residence  on  the  home  farm,  adding  improve- 
ments year  by  year,  and  there  he  finally  looked  his 
last  upon  the  scenes  of  earth,  his  death  taking  phice 
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at  seventy  years  of  age  after  a  brief  illness,  July 
13,  1880,  and  resulting  from  rheumatism  of  the 
heart.  His  career  had  been  marked  by  honesty  and 
u[)rightness,  and  by  his  industry  and  economy  he 
had  acquired  a  good  propert}^  at  one  time  owning 
a  large  area  of  land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
still  had  200  acres.  Mrs.  Harriet  Ash  preceded  her 
husband  to  the  silent  land,  her  death  occurring  Oct. 
2Q^  1874.  The  seven  children  born  of  this  union 
were  named  respectively :  Adaline,  Emeline,  Clara 
A.,  Harriet  C,  James  W.,  Chloe  J.  and  Sophia  E. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  son  of  the  second  mar- 
riage of  his  father,  and  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  family  his  services  were  utilized  at  an  early  age 
around  the  farm.  During  the  time  the  district 
schools  were  in  session  he  employed  his  time  with 
his  books,  but  aside  from  this  he  gained  a  good  in- 
sight into  the  general  methods  of  doing  business, 
and  being  a  bright  and  ambitious  youth,  early  in 
life  began  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future.  Like  his 
father  before  him,  he  at  an  early  age  possessed  the 
knowledge  required  by  a  skillful  and  thorough 
farmer  and  was  well  fitted  to  assume  the  manage- 
ment of  the  homestead  after  his  father  had  retired 
from  active  labor. 

Our  subject  had  already  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  the  lady  whom  he  intended  to  make  his  future 
wife,  namely.  Miss  Emma  Anderson,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Kent  County,  Mich.,  Feb.  10, 
1881.  Mrs.  Ash  is  the  daughter  of  Goram  and 
Maria  E.  (Earl)  Anderson,  natives  of  Sweden  and 
New  York  respectively.  The  mother  passed  away 
Aug.  26,  1873,  when  her  daughter  Emma  was  but 
a  child  ;  the  father  is  still  living  and  makes  his  home 
in  Sparta,  Kent  Co.,  Mich.  He  had  operated  suc- 
cessfully as  a  farmer,  and  is  now  enjo3dng  the  ease 
and  comfort  which  he  justly  earned  by  years  of  in- 
dustry and  frugal  living.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children— William  H.,  Ida  C,  Emma  J.  and 
Lizzie  Y. 

Mr,  Ash,  soon  after  his  marriage,  conducted  his 
bride  to  the  old  homestead  where  they  have  since 
lived,  and  to  which  each  year  he  adds  those  im- 
provements which  steadily  contribute  to  its  beaut}' 
and  value.  The  household  circle  includes  three 
children:  Ernest  W.,  who  was  born  March  18, 
1882;  Clyde  J.,  March  22,  1884,  and  Pearl  G.,  Feb 
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26,  1886.  Mr.  Ash,  politically,  uniformly  supports 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  with  his 
estimable  wife,  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Palmyra  Grange,  an  association  called  into  exist- 
ence, for  the  protection  of  farmers. 


^  08WELL  BENNETT,  an  ordained  minister 

[^  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  a  gen- 
tleman of  deep  piety,  and  one  who  has  been 
1^  active  and  earnest  in  religious  work  for  a 
period  of  forty  years,  took  up  his  abode  in  Rollin 
Township  in  the  spring  of  1863.  He  was  reared  to 
farming  pursuits,  of  which  he  is  natural  fond, 
and,  in  connection  with  his  other  duties  in  life,  has 
given  considerable  attention  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  14,  1815,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses  Bennett,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  born  Oct.  18, 
1795,  and  married  Miss  Edith  Collins,  a  native  of 
his  own  State,  and  born  March  30,  1797.  They  re- 
moved to  the  Empire  State  after  their  marriage, 
and  the  father  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jeremiah  Ben- 
nett, was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionarj^  War,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  struggle  took  up  his  residence  on 
a  farm  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Orleans  County,  and  there  died  when 
seventy- five  years  of  age.  He  married  Miss  Nancy 
Randolph,  who  survived  him  six  years  and  was 
sixty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Moses  Bennett  removed  from  New  York  State  to 
Michigan  in  1868,  locating  in  Hillsdale  County, 
where  his  death  took  place  when  he  was  eighty-eight 
years  old ;  the  mother  had  died  in  1 872,  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  The  parental  household  included  ten 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  continued  with  his  parents  until  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years,  in  the  meantime  receiving 
his  educatipn  in  the  district  school.  When  starting 
out  for  himself  he  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  by  the 
day  or  month,  and  since  that  time  has  made  his 
own  way  unaided.  He  located  in  Palmyra  Town- 
ship, this  county,  in  1856,  and  eight  years  later 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  Rollin  Township. 
About  one-quarter  of  his  land  had  been  cultivated, 


and  in  due  time  he  had  tilled  the  remainder,  put  up 
the  necessary  buildings  and  made  many  other  im- 
provements, as  may  be  seen  by  examining  the  view  of 
the  homestead  shown  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1867  or  1868, 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  which  office  he  occupied 
ten  years.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  the 
establishment  of  educational  and  religious  institu- 
tions, and  has  expounded  the  Word  through  vari- 
ous parts  of  Southern  Michigan  for  a  period  of 
twenty  j^ears.  Although  now^  having  passed  his 
threescore  years  and  ten,  he  retains  his  old-time 
ambition  and  intelligence,  and  is  still  warmly  inter- 
ested in  Sunday-school  work,  and  is  a  great  temper- 
ance advocate.  He  is  decided  in  his  views,  fear- 
less in  the  maintenance  of  his  principles,  and  a  man 
who  at  once  commands  respect. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  31, 
1 854,  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Hodges,  a  native  of  Wyo- 
ming County,  N.  Y.,  and  born  Feb.  20,  1833.  She 
is  the  sixth  child  of  Rodman  and  Nancy  (Pool) 
Hodges,  also  natives  of  Wyoming  County,  where 
they  carried  on  farming  and  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children.  They  removed  to  Michigan  about 
1859,  and  died  in  Kent  County  at  a  very  advanced 
age.  There  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett 
eight  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
Edwin  O.,  Ellen  M.  and  Lydia  Q.  are  deceased; 
those  living  are :  Florence  M.,  who  married  Henry 
Kemberling,  and  lives  in  Detroit;  Mary  E.,  who 
married  John  Darling,  and  lives  in  Woodstock; 
Dora  A.,  the  wife  of  Martin  Ball,  of  this  township, 
and  Edith  C.  and  Edwin  R.,  at  home  with  their 
parents.  By  a  former  marriage  Mr.  Bennett  had 
three  children — Benjamin  R.,  who  lives  in  this 
county,  and  George  S.  and  Lewis,  deceased. 


'^^m^' 


/^^  HARLES  B.  STOWELL.  Among  the  en- 
[if  terprising  and   intelligent  agriculturists    of 

^^^  Hudson  Township  the  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  best 
knovvn,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent.  He  is  a 
native  of  New  England,,  his  birth  having  taken 
place  in  Londonderry,  Windham  Co.,  Vt.,  Aug.  25, 
1843.     Luther  Stowell,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in 
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Massachusetts,  in  1772,  and  of  English  descent.  He 
was  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Vermont  previous  to 
1800,  the  journey  being  performed  by  means  of  an 
ox-team.  He  first  located  in  Windham,  but  two  or 
three  years  later  he  moved  to  Londonderry,  where 
he  bought  a  partially  improved  farm,  and  there  he 
and  his  wife  died,  each  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
3^ears.  He  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  over 
forty  years,  and  then  resigned.  His  farm  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  one  of  his  sons. 

Gen.  Josiah  Stowell,the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Petersham,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  April  30, 
1797,  and  was  an  infant  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Vermont,  where  he  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and 
remained  at  home  until,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
he  bought  his  time,  and  went  to  Albany,  but  after 
spending  one  winter  there  he  went  to  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  where  he  assisted  in  buying  the  land  and 
water  power  before  the  city  was  chartered.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Congregational  So- 
ciety, and  assisted  in  building  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  that  city.  He  was  early  inclined 
to  military  life,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  was  Cap- 
tain of  a  company  of  boys  in  Londonderry,  Vt. 
He  joined  the  New  Hampshire  State  Militia  in 
Manchester,  and  was  first  appointed  Ensign,  and 
subsequently  promoted  through  the  different  grades 
to  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General.  He  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  to  review  the 
troops  at  the  time  of  Lafayette's  visit  to  America, 
and  was  present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  Bunker  Hill  monument.  About  1841  he  re- 
turned to  Londonderry,  Vt.,and  there  built  a  hotel 
which  he  managed  for  a  time,  managing  also  the 
Mountain  House,  a  famous  summer  resort  near  by. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Hudson,  and  resided  here  for  a 
time,  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  but  two  or 
three  years  later  failing  eyesight  compelled  him  to 
retire  to  the  homestead,  which  our  subject  now 
owns  and  occupies,  and  here  his  death  occurred 
Dec.  11,  1873.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
superior  ability,  and  occupied  a  prominent  place 
among  his  fellow-citizens  wherever  he  made  his 
home.  Gen.  Stowell  was  three  times  married,  and 
had  one  child  by  each  marriage.  His  third  wife, 
tlie  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name  was 


Charlotte  Barr,  was  born  in  Bedford,  N.  H.,  Jan.  8, 
1810,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Barr;  she  now 
resides  with  her  son,  our  subject. 

Charles  B.  Stowell  was  in  his  twelfth  year  when 
he  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents.  He  had 
attended  the  district  schools  and  the  academy  in 
Londonderry,  and  after  coming  to  Hudson  entered 
the  district  school,  and  subsequently  pursued  his 
studies  for  five  terms  in  Hillsdale  College.  During 
that  time  he  taught  school  one  term,  but  after  his 
father  became  blind  jeturned  home  and  took  charge 
of  the  farm,  which  he  has  since  managed.  He  was 
married,  Oct.  27,  1868,  to  Miss  Ellen  C.  Olds,  a 
native  of  Fayette,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Stowell's  grandfather,  James  Olds,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  became  a  pioneer  of 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  also  of  Jones ville, 
Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  where  he  settled  in  1830.  He 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  township,  on 
which  he  erected  a  sawmill,  and  also  purchased 
village  property,  and  when  the  post-office  was 
established  he  was  the  first  Postmaster  appointed  in 
Jonesville.  For  a  time  he  managed  a  hotel  and 
kept  a  grocery,  and  having  become  familiar  with 
the  language  of  the  Indians  he  carried  on  quite  a 
trade  with  them.  He  was  elected  the  first  Register 
of  Deeds  of  Hillsdale  County,  and  was  chosen  as 
Moderator  of  the  first  town  meeting,  and  w^as  also 
first  Assessor  of  Fayette  Township.  He  remained 
a  resident  of  Hillsdale  County  until  his  death. 

Harley  J.  Olds,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Stowell,  was 
born  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  in  1816,  and  was  fourteen 
years  old  when  he  came  to  Hillsdale  County  with 
his  parents.  He  subsequently  returned  to  his  native 
town,  but  after  completing  his  education  at  the 
academy  where  he  was  graduated  he  returned  to 
Michigan  and  engaged  in  business  in  Jonesville. 
He  bought  quite  a  tract  of  land  heavily  timbered, 
and  superintended  the  improvement  of  a  farm 
while  carrying  on  his  business.  He  held  various 
offices  of  trust  in  Scipio  Township,  including  that 
of  Supervisor,  and  also  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  several  years;  his  death  occurred  Jan.  4, 
1885.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  w^as  Diantha 
Bowman,  was  born  near  Claremont,  N.  H.,  July  31, 
1817,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Jonesville. 

Mr.  Stowell  did   not  drop  his  studies  on  leaving 
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college  in  his  youth,  but  has  always  been  a  student, 
and  is  an  intelligent  man  well  versed  in  the  natural 
sciences.  He  has  a  special  taste  for  geology  and 
mineralogy,  as  his  large  collection  of  specimens  in- 
dicates; and,  undoubtedly,  his  knowledge  of  the 
chemical  and  mineral  constituents  of  the  soil  has 
been  of  use  to  him  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His 
valuable  library  contains  many  works  of  the  best 
authors,  and  he  is  also  well  informed  in  the  general 
literature  of  the  day. 

Our  subject  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  towaiship,  having  served  as  (Jhairman  of 
the  Board  of  School  Inspectors,  and  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stowell  are  esteemed  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Deacon.  He  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  vSuperintendent.  Mr. 
Stowell  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


^OHN  BRYANT  is  among  the  many  success- 
ful and  intelligent  farmers  who  make  up  the 
population  of  Seneca  Township.  He  owns 
and  occupies  a  beautiful  farm  of  165  acres 
on  section  5,  in  Seneca^j  and  120  acres  in  Dover 
Township.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Watson)  Bryant,  and  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  1".,  Sept.   18,  1885. 

John  Bryant,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  Leeds,  England, 
and  was  born  in  1801.  After  growing  to  manhood 
he  followed  the  business  of  farming  in  his  native 
isle  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
when  growing  dissatisfied  with  his  lot  in  life,  he 
determined  to  seek  his  fortune  on  this  side  of  the 
ocean,  and  accordingly  setting  out,  after  a  tedious 
voyage,  he  landed  in  New  York  City.  For  seven 
years  thereafter  he  was  engaged  in  laboring  in  a 
plaster-mill,  during  which  time  he  was  married  to 
Margaret  Watson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  had 
come  to  America  with  her  parents  when  she  was  yet 
a  girl.  Four  years  after  his  marriage  John  Bryant 
came  to  Michigan  with  the  laudable  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing a  home.  He  had  made  a  trip  in  1 835,  and 
taken  up  200  acres  of  land  lying  in  what  is  now 
Dover  Township,  in  this  county,  and  had  erected  a 


log  cabin  of  the  usual  type.  It  was  neither  elegant 
in  its  architecture  nor  spacious  as  to  accommoda- 
tion, but  it  was  warm  and  comfortable,  and  bore  a 
strong  family  resemblance  to  all  the  houses  in  the 
locality.  Returning  to  New^  York  State  for  his 
family,  which  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  three 
children — Samuel,  William,  and  John,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch — he  the  following  year  brought  them 
with  him,  and  made  a  permanent  settlement.  In 
this  place  he  remained  the  rest  of  his  life,  rearing  a 
family  of  nine  children,  and  dying  in  1856,  having 
completed  his  lifty-fifth  year.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  at  Perth,  Scotland,  in  1807,  is  still  living  on  the 
old  homestead. 

John  Bryant,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed 
his  early  days  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  old  log  cabin  school-liouses  of 
the  day.  He  was  early  familiarized  with  hard  work, 
as  were  most  of  the  boys  in  the  days  of  the  pioneer, 
but  the  stern  experience  through  which  he  passed 
in  his  youth  developed  in  him  a  noble  manhood 
and  an  energy  that  has  placed  him  in  his  present 
independent  circumstances.  For  several  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death  he  worked  on  his  mother's 
farm  in  Dover  Township,  but  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  purchased  205  acres  of  wild  land  in  Seneca 
Township,  and  while  engaged  in  clearing  it  up  and 
in  making  a  farm  out  of  what  was  a  leafy  desert,  he 
still  continued  to  manage  the  homestead  for  his 
mother.  Having  succeeded  in  fully  reclaiming 
from  ''  Nature  in  her  wildest  mood  "  the  place  where 
he  now  lives,  he  erected  a  neat  and  comfortable 
dwelling-house,  to  which,  on  the  12th  of  November, 
1863,  he  led  his  chosen  bride.  She  was. Miss  So- 
phronia,  a  daughter  of  Harman  and  Ann  (Bordine) 
Vedder,  and  was  born  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich., 
April  25,  1841.  Her  father,  Harman  Vedder,  was 
born  Jan.  15,  1806,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  coming  to  Michigan  in  1836  he  took  up  a  farm 
in  Dover  Township,  and  continued  to  cultivate  the 
soil  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  23,  1885, 
after  having  attained  almost  eighty  years  of  age. 
Mis.  Bryant's  mother  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  to  Harman  Yedder 
in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Vedder,  a  most 
estimable  old  lady  of  threescore  and  ten,  is  now 
making  her  hon^e  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Bryant. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Helen  M.,  who  was  born  July  19, 
1865;  Frank  E.,  Sept.  10,  1866;  Ida  M.,  June  20, 
1871;  and  Ralph  J.,  Dec.  21,  1879;  all  of  whom 
remain  at  home. 

Mr.  Bryant  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
believing  that  in  that  direction  lies  the  best  hope  for 
the  perpetuation  uf  the  ''  best  government  the  world 
has  ever  seen."  He  has  no  political  aspirations, 
however,  considering  his  duties  to  his  family  as 
paramount  to  all  others.  In  all  the  affairs  of  life 
Mr.  Bryant  has  been  eminently  successful.  He  is  a 
shrewd  and  close  observer,  a  man  of  most  undenia- 
ble integrity,  and  his  position  in  the.  community  is 
a  very  prominent  one. 


MOS  OPDYKE,  leading  lumber   dealer  of 
i(^VO     t-he  village  of  Hudson,  is  a  native  of  Hun- 
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111  terdon  County,  N.  J.,  and  was  born  June 
9,  1819.  His  grandfather,  Luther  Opdyke, 
was  a  farmer  residing  in  the  same  section  of  the 
State,  and  also  owned  a  gristmill.  He  was  an  ex- 
tensive slave-owner,  slavery  then  existing  in  his 
native  State,  and  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen 
of  that  locality.  He  passed  his  last  years  on  his 
farn,  which  was  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
east  of  the  village  of  Everittstown. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Luther 
Updyke,  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and 
after  attaining  his  manhood  commenced  work  on 
a  farm,  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  father's  place, 
which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  his  parents. 
In  1831  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  New  York 
State,  and  settled  down  on  a  farm  in  Fayette 
Township,  Seneca  County.  At  the  time  of  this 
removal  he  was  the  owner  of  a  slave,  to  whom  he 
gave  his  freedom,  but  the  faithful  servant,  not- 
withstanding this,  followed  his  master  into  New 
York  and  remained  with  him  until  his  death.  The 
place  purchased  by  the  senior  Mr.  Opdyke  was 
but  partially  improved,  as  the  country  was  quite 
new  at  that  time.  There  were  no  railroads  in  those 
days,  and  the  Erie  Canal  furnished  the  only  mode 
of  travel  other  than  that  by  team  or  on  foot.       In 
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fact  the  subject  of  this  personal  sketch  relates  in  an 
amusing  manner  the  account  of  the  first  time  he 
ever  saw  a  railroad  train  ;  he  was  at  that  time  about 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  was  much  surprised  at 
its  appearance.  The  track  only  extended  from 
Schenectady  to  Albany,  and  the  cars  resembled 
old-fashioned  stage  coaches,  while  the  engine  was 
quite  different  from  those  of  the  present  time.  The 
locomotive  was  not  allowed  to  enter  the  city  of 
Alf)any,  and  the  cars  were  draw^n  in  and  out  of  that 
place  by  a  number  of  horses  or  mules  hitched  one 
before  the  other.  Luther  Opdyke  remained  upon 
his  farm  for  a  number  of  years,  but  after  the  death 
of  his  wife  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Waterloo, 
and  retiring  from  the  active  cares  of  life,  remained 
there  until   his  death. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  New  Jersey  and 
New  York,  than  which  there  are  no  better,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  work  on  the  farm  in  the  mean- 
time. On  his  nineteenth  birthday  his  father  gave 
him  the  rest  of  his  time,  and  he  immediately  com- 
menced work  for  himself,  renting  land  and  farming 
it  on  shares.  He  was  energetic  and  industrious,  and 
being  entirely  free  from  any  vices  or  bad  habits, 
such  as  using  tobacco  or  liquor,  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  all  his  undertakings.  Being  desirous  of 
securing  a  home  of  his  own,  in  185e3  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Lenawee  County,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  31,  Hudson  Township, 
but  after  twn)  years'  residence  upon  that  place,  he 
sold  it  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  section  29, 
where  he  lived  until  1869,  and  then  removed  to  the 
village  of  Hudson.  In  the  meantime  he  had  pur- 
chased another  farm  east  of  the  town,  and  a  few 
years  after  removing  to  Hudson,  managed  its  culti- 
vation. In  1874  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  since  remained  and  is  meeting 
with  a  great  deal  of  success. 

Mr.  Opdyke  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lavina  Lowe,  a  native  of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Jane  Lowe.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
George,  Jane,  Charles,  Frances  and  Delia  May.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Opdyke  is  a  Democrat  of  prohibition 
proclivities.  He  is  not  in  favor  of  a  third  party, 
however,  as  he  considers  it  unnecessary   and   un- 
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wise  at  the  present  time.  Botli  he  and  his  wife  are 
sincere  and  consistent  members  of  tlie  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  quite  active  in  all  relig- 
ious work. 
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R.  INCREASE  S.  HAMILTON,  for  long 
years  one  of  the  most  popular  physicians 
of  Tecumseh,  is  now  retired  from  the 
active  duties  of  his  profession,  and  in  a 
pleasant  home,  surrounded  by  hosts  of  friends,  is 
spending  his  declining  days.  He  has  now  almost 
reached  his  fourscore  years,  and  over  forty  years  ago 
left  his  New  England  home  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
West.  Fate  has  dealt  kindly  with  him,  giving  him 
a  good  measure  of  success,  and  investing  him  with 
those  qualities  which  have  secured  him  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  fellowmen.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  the  building  up  of  the  town  where  he 
has  made  his  home  so  many  years,  and  is  ranked 
among  the  most  liberal-minded  and  whole-hearted 
citizens. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was 
born  Jan.  5,  1809,  near  the  home  of  the  poet,  Will- 
iam Cullen  Bryant.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Obediah  Hamilton,  P^sq.,  was  a  native  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  and  a  saddler  and  harness-maker  in  early 
years,  but  he  afterward  settled  upon  a  farm  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  njarried  in 
early  life  a  Miss  Richardson,  who  was  born  in 
Cummington,  Mass.,  where  she  was  reared,  and 
where  the  young  people  settled  after  their  mar- 
riage, and  lived  until  after  their  son,  Increase,  was 
eight  years  of  age.  Thence  they  removed  to 
Northampton,  and  a  few  years  later  to  Fairport, 
N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  and  settled  in  Orleans 
County,  that  State,  where  the  father  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1829,  leaving  his  wife  with  seven  children. 
Increase  S.  Hamilton  was  the  youngest  child  of 
his  parents,  and  received  his  early  education  in  Or- 
leans County,  N.  Y.,  after  which  he  entered  Monroe 
Academy,  where  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
higher  branches,  including  Latin  and  Greek,  under 
the  tutelage  of  private  teachers.  When  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  commenced  the  study 


of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  James  Willard,  of 
Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  later  entered  the  West- 
ern Branch  of  the  New  York  University,  at  Fair- 
field, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1835.  Young 
Hamilton,  in  casting  about  for  his  future  location, 
decided  to  seek  a  place  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
and  in  the  month  of  May,  1835,  first  set  foot  in 
Lenawee  County,  stopping  near  Canandaigua,  on 
Bean  Creek,  where  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  remained  in  that  vicinity  for  the 
following  nine  years.  In  the  spring  of  1844  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Tecumseh,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  profession  continuously  until  the  spring 
of  1887,  when  failing  health  admonished  him  that 
it  would  be  wise  to  retire. 

Dr.  Hamilton  was  first  married,  in  1834,  to  Miss 
Sarah  B.  Wheeler,  by  whom  he  became  the  father 
of  two  children,  Ann  F.  and  Sarah  B.,  who  died  at 
about  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty-four  years  re- 
spectively. The  mother  passed  away  at  her  home 
in  Medina,  Mich.,  Oct.  17,  1841,  and  the  year  fol- 
lowing Dr.  Hamilton  was  again  married,  to  Miss 
Harriet  R.  Daniels,  who  also  became  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Elizabeth  A.  and  Harriet  L.,  both  now 
deceased.  Harriet  L.  became  the  wife  of  A.  L. 
Brewer,  and  died  while  young,  leaving  one  child- 
Mrs.  Harriet  R.  Hamilton  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Tecumseh,  in  July,  1872. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  September,  1873,  was  formerly  Miss  Ann 
E.  White,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Sophrina  White.  The  Doctor  has 
devoted  his  entire  life  to  the  duties  of  his  profes- 
sion, looking  upon  it  in  its  true  light,  as  a  solemn 
responsibility,  and  one  in  which  it  behooved  him  to 
gain  all  the  knowledge  possible.  He  has  conse- 
quently been  a  close  student,  and  availed  himself  of 
the  instruction  of  the  eminent  men  of  the  profession 
who  have  gone  before  and  left  to  posterity  their 
written  experiences  and  opinions.  He  has  watched 
with  interest  the  development  of  Michigan  from  a 
Territory  to  its  present  proud  position  as  one  of  the 
most  important  States  of  the  Union,  and  has  con- 
tributed his  full  quota  toward  the  interests  of 
Lenawee  County.  The  establishment  of  schools 
and  churches  has  always  been  warmly  supported 
and   encouraged*by  him,  and  during    the  Rebellion 
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there  was  no  warmer  advocate  of  the   cause  of  the 
Union  throughout  the  land. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence,  was  at  an  early  date  recognized  as  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  community  of  Tecumseh, 
and  was  called  to  the  various  local  offices.  In  1842 
he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Republican  party  in 
this  county  as  their  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature,  but  was  defeated  with  the  rest  of  his 
ticket.  In  the  various  enterprises  set  on  foot  for 
the  cause  of  education  he  has  held  a  prominent 
position,  and  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Kalamazoo 
College,  resigning  the  position  in  the  spring  of 
1887.  He  has  a  fine  property  in  Tecumseh,  in- 
cluding a  handsome  and  commodious  residence,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  the  owner  of  a  valuable 
farm  in  Medina  Township. 

-^ ^^ ^"^^ 


r^^jENJAMIN  D.  OSBORN,   one   of  the  solid 
'^'^    men  of  Medina   Township,  at  an  early  age 


took  upon  himself  the  cares  and  responsibil- 
ities of  life,  and  from  a  thoughtful  and  in- 
dustrious boy,  grew  up  to  an  earnest  and  reliable 
man,  who  has  taken  his  rightful  place,  socially  and 
financially,  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Lenawee 
County.  In  1836  he  came  to  Southern  Michigan 
from  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  bringing  with  him 
his  father's  family,  for  whom  he  paid  the  whole  fare 
from  Poughkeepsie  to  Medina  Township,  and  which 
involved  an  expense  of  $170.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  there  were  no  palace  cars  or  hotels  along 
the  route,  the  pilgrims  making  their  way  by 
the  aid  of  canal,  lake,  and  teams  overland.  Mr. 
Osborn  first  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Wright  Township,  Hillsdale  County,  from  which  he 
removed  to  Medina  in  1844.  His  father,  about 
five  years  later,  also  purchased  eighty  acres  at  that 
place,  where  he  built  up  a  comfortable  home  and 
died  in  1857,  nine  years  after  the  death  of  the 
mother.  The  property  there  had  been  willed  to 
the  daughter  Elizabeth,  upon  condition  that  she 
should  take  care  of  her  father  during  his  lifetime. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  William  and  Cath- 
erine Osborn,  were  natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N. 
^^m — — — — — 


Y.,  the  former  born  in  1791,  and  the  latterin  1797. 
They  were  there  reared  and  married,  and  subse- 
quently removed  to  Orange  Count3^  Two  years 
later,  however,  they  returned  to  the  vicinity  of 
their  childhood's  home,  where  they  lived  nineteen 
years  before  their  removal  to  Michigan.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children. 

The  educational  advantages  of  our  subject  were 
exceedingly  limited,  and  when  a  lad  twelve  years 
of  age  he  began  the  career  of  continuous  industry 
which  he  followed  afterward  for  thirt}''  years.  He 
found  employment  in  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace, 
and  his  intelligent  face  and  willing  hands  resulted 
in  making  friends  for  him  wherever  he  cast  his  lot. 
He  continued  in  Dutchess  County  until  reaching  his 
majority,  when  he  was  married,  Aug.  25,  1841,  to 
Miss  Mary  Baker,  and  thej'  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  but  two,  John  B.  and 
George,  are  now  living,  and  are  residents  respect- 
ively of  Medina  Township,  this  county,  and  Broad - 
land,  Dak.  John  married  Miss  Martha  Consaules. 
The  present  wife  of  Benjamin  D.  Osborn  was  form- 
erly Mrs.  Mary  L.  Edwards,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Charlotte  (Terrell)  Williams,  who  were 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Lenawee  Count3\ 
They  were  natives  of  Genesee  County.  N.  Y.,  and 
lived  in  the  town  of  Bennington,  that  State,  eleven 
years,  after  which  they  came  to  this  county  and 
settled  in  Medina  Township.  They  w^re  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  William  W.,  residing  in  Canada;  Mary, 
JVFrs.  Osborn;  Jane,  Mrs.  Allen,  of  Seneca  Township, 
and  Thomas  C,  Principal  of  a  High  School,  and  a 
resident  of  Oakland  County,  Mich.  The  wife  of 
our  subject  was  born  April  3,  1831,  in  Bennington, 
N.  J.,  and  received  a  good  education,  becoming 
an  efficient  teacher,  which  vocation  she  followed 
two  years  before  her  marriage  with  David  Edvvards, 
which  took  place  Feb.  14,  1852.  Mr.  E.,  during 
the  late  war,  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier,  and  met 
death  on  the  battle-field  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Of 
that  marriage  there  were  born  two  children :  Ellen 
J.,  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Palmer,  of  Hudson  Township, 
and  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Eva  May, 
and  Ida,  deceased.  Mrs.  Osborn  became  connected 
with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Medina,  with  which  de- 
nomination   she  has   since  continued,    transferring 
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her  membership  in  1857,  to  the  church  at  Morenei. 
She  contributed  liberally  to  the  erection  of  the 
church  edifice  in  the  latter  place,  and  is  a  lady 
greatly  respected  and  active  in  all  good  works. 
Mr.  Osborn,  politically,  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket.  He  has  held  the  school  offices  of  his 
township  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Wright  Township,  Hillsdale  County,  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Mr.  Osborn,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1873,  was  mar- 
ried to  his  present  wife,  formerly  Mary  Edwards, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Williams.  They  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Medina  Township,  and 
were  prominent  in  religious  matters,  assisting  in  the 
organization  of  the  first  Baptist  Church,  to  which 
they  ever  gave  their  liberal  and  cheerful  support. 
They  established  a  good  home  in  Medina  Town- 
ship, where  the  father  died  in  the  fall  of  1867,  and 
the  mother  five  years  later,  in  1872.  Mr.  Osborn 
himself  has  been  no  unimportant  factor  in  assisting 
to  maintain  the  churches  of  Medina  Township,  hav- 
ing contributed  to  the  erection  of  three  houses  of 
worship,  and  otherwise  giving  of  his  means  for  the 
promotion  of  the  institutions  calculated  to  insure 
the  morality  and  well-being  of  the  people  around 
him. 

Two  sons  of  our  subject  served  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  late  war.  John  B.  enlisted  in  the 
4th  Michigan  Infantry,  and  fought  at  South  Mount- 
ain and  Antietam,  besides  meeting  the  rebels  in 
various  minor  engagements.  He  was  promoted 
Corporal.  Horace  died  in  the  hospital  at  Miner's 
Hill,  and  was  buried  there  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac. 

In  noting  the  history  of  a  man  who  has  made  his 
mark  in  the  world  and  been  a  useful  member  of 
his  community,  nothing  is  more  natural  than  the 
wish  to  know  something  of  his  antecedents.  Rich- 
ard H.  Osborn,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
the  son  of  a  wealthy  farmer.  Through  the  instru- 
mentalit}'  of  his  uncle  he  was  placed  on  shipboard 
when  a  boy  twelve  years  of  age,  and  followed  the 
sea  until  reaching  manhood.  His  uncle  then  pre- 
sented him  with  a  ship,  and  he  circumnavigated  the 
globe  three  times,  and  thrice  viewed  from  terra  firma 
the  ruins  of  Pompeii.     His   grandfather,  William 


Fritz  Osborn,  was  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
and  closely  allied  to  royal  blood.  Richard  H.  at 
one  time  was  shipwrecked  and  cast  away  on  an 
island,  where  he  was  obliged  to  stay  for  seven 
years,  his  relatives  in  the  meantime  giving  him  up 
for  lost.  He  served  as  a  s^dier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War  and  participated  in  the  battle  at  Harlem 
Heights,  also  meeting  the  enemy  in  various  other 
engagements.  He  endured  great  hardships  and  was 
wounded  three  times.  He  was  a  finely  educated 
man  and  master  of  five  lan<^uaoes. 
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ILLIAM  ASHLEY  was  a  worthy  and  es- 
fi    teemed  resident  of  Dover  Township,  where 

V7\y  he  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  was  born  in  Utica, 
Jan.  2,  1828.  His  parents  were  John  and  Sarah 
(Rawson)  Ashley,  natives  of  P^ngland,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  and  settled  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  they  spenttheir  remaining  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children. 

William  Ashley  was  the  fifth  child  in  order  of 
birth  in  the  parental  family,  and  spent  his  early  life 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  remaining  a  citizen  of 
New  York  until  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Dover  Township.  Flere  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  which  he  erected  ample  and  convenient 
buildings,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  uiader  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He 
held  high  rank  in  the  community  as  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen,  and  was  always  interested  in 
general  and  local  affairs,  using  his  influence  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  township;  several  of  the 
minor  offices  of  the  town  he  satisfactorily^  filled. 
While  yet  in  the  prime  of  life  he  was  called  from 
his  earthly  home  ''to  a  house  not  made  with  hands," 
passing  away  Sept.  29,  1879,  and  leaving  a  widow 
and  six  children  to  mourn  their  loss. 

Mr.  Ashley  was  married  in  Hudson,  Mich.,  Sept., 
13,  1860,  to  Margaret,  daughter  bf  John  and  Mar- 
garet (Watson)  Bryant.  (For  parental  history  see 
Samuel  Bryant's  sketch.)  Mrs.  Ashley  was  born 
in  Dover  Township,  Aug.  28,  1838,  and  was  reared 
in  that  township,  where  she  has  always  lived.  She 
became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
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are  living,  namely:  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  A.  G. 
Hartle,  and  resides  in  Newaygo  County,  Mich.; 
Jesse  A.,  who  married  Altha  V.  Smith,  and  resides 
in  Dover  Township;  Charles  B.,  Myrtle  M.,  Edna 
M.  and  Ira  W.  Mr.  Ashley  was  a  member  of  the 
Free  Methodist  Church,  and  Mrs.  Ashley  is  also  a 
member  of  the  same  denomination. 

Mrs.  Ashley  is  a  capable,  energetic  woman,  of  ex- 
cellent business  capacity,  as  is  shown  by  her  suc- 
cessful management  of  her  farm,  of  which  she  has 
had  charge  since  the  death  of  her  husband.  In  her 
widowhood  she  shows  rare  qualities  of  courage  and 
endurance,  which  have  enabled  her  to  cope  with  the 
difficulties  of  life,  and  in  her  strict  devotion  to  duty 
she  has  won  the  respect  and  good- will  of  all  who 
know  her. 

WILLIAM  E.  JEWETT,  M.  D.,  who  has 
been  a  practicing  physician  in  the  city  of 
Adrian  since  1872,  and  has  largely  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  social  and  material  interests 
of  the  cit3%  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  was  born  in  Sangerfield,  Oneida  Count^s  on  the 
8th  of  December,  1842.  His  parents  were  Eri  and 
Harriet  (Winchell)  Jewett,  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  of  which  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Jewett,  was  an  early  pioneer.  Jonathan 
Jewett  lived  for  eighty-two  years  on  the  same  farm, 
which  was  land  taken  up  by  his  father,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety,  June  11.  1872,  at  the  same  hour 
that  the  Doctor's  youngest  child  was  born.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  William  F.  and  Submit 
Winchell,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  removed 
from  Goshen,  that  State,  to  the  vicinity  of  Sanger- 
field, N.  Y.,  during  the  early  settlement  of  Oneida 
County. 

Eri  Jewett,  in  1855,  removed  with  bis  family  to 
Ohio  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Austinburg,  in 
Ashtabula  County,  where  they  remained  until  1868. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Constantine,  St.  Joseph 
Co.,  Mich.,  and  to  Vistula,  Ind.,  in  1871,  where  the 
parents  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Our 
subject,  until  1857,  attended  the  district  school 
and  assisted  his  parents  in  their  work  on  the  farm. 
During  that  year  he  entered  Grand  River  Institute, 
■^^i^ . — 


in  Austihlmrg,  a  noted  seat  of  learning  in  those 
days,  which  was  founded  in  1832,  and  is  still  flour- 
ishing. He  worked  (m  a  farm  and  taught  school 
during  vacations  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  in  May,  1862,  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  K,  87th  Ohio  Infantry,  serving  in 
Virginia  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Young  Jewett  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  surren- 
der of  Harper's  Ferr}^  Sept.  15,  1862,  but  not  long 
afterward  was  paroled  and  exchanged.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  in  October  follow- 
ing, he  was  mustered  out,  and  re-enlisted  in  June, 
1863.  This  time  he  was  rejected  by  the  examining 
surgeon,  and  now  determined  to  turn  his  attention 
to  the  stud}^  of  medicine.  In  1864  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Munger,  of  Waterville.  N.  Y., 
and  the  year  following  attended  the  medical  college 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  From  there  he  went  to  the 
Homeopathic  Medical  College  in  New  York  City, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1867.  He  spent  the  winter  of  1867-68  in  the  col- 
leges and  hospitals  of  New  York  City,  and  made 
the  best  use  possible  of  his  time  and  opportunities 
for  gaining  a  full  knowledge  of  the  profession  which 
he  intended  to  follow. 

Dr.  Jewett,  in" May,  1868,  opened  his  first  office 
in  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  on  the  24tli  of  Novem- 
ber following,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Clara  A.,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Henry  E. 
and  Lucinda  Root,  of  Constantine.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children — 
Henry  R.,  who  was  born  Oct.  24,  1870,  and  William 
E.,  June  11,  1872. 

In  February,  1872,  Dr.  Jewett  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Adrian,  and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  In  July  of  that  same 
year,  he  identified  himself  with  the3Iasonic  frater- 
nity, and  is  a  member  of  Adrian  Lodge  No.  19,  F.  <fe 
A.  M.  He  has  attained  to  a  high  position,  having 
taken  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter  and  Council,  and 
the  orders  of  the  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar. 
In  these  bodies  he  has  been  honored  with  the 
highest  offices  in  their  gift,  having  been  Master  of 
Lodge,  High  Priest  of  Chapter,  Thrice  Illustrious 
of  Council,  and  Eminent  Commander  of  Com- 
mandrj^  He  is  also  an  officer  of  the  Grand 
Commandry  of  Michigan  and  a  member  of  Michi- 
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gan  Sovereign  Consistory,  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  Valley  of  Detroit.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Woodbury  Post  No.  45,  G.  A.  R.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln,  and  has  since 
continued  an  active  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  1877  and  the  following  year  he  served 
as  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward.  He  is  physician 
to  the  State  Industrial  Home  for  Girls,  located 
near  the  city,  and  in  religious  matters  belongs  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Possessing  considerable 
musical  talent,  Dr.  Jewett  several  years  ago  became 
proficient  as  an  organist,  which  office  he  has  filled 
in  several  churches. 

Dr.  Jewett  is  a  successful  physician  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  ever  active  in  promoting  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  Adrian  and  vicinity.  Kindly 
and  generous  in  his  relations  with  other  physicians, 
and  benevolent  to  the  poor  in  his  large  clientele, 
he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  community  to  a 
marked  degree,  and  his  best  friends  are  those  who 
know  him  the  most  intimately. 

f^)  HARLES  M.  LEWIS  is  a  leading  farmer  of 
Hudson  Township,  where  he  owns  and  oc- 
^/  cupies  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  vicinity. 
Both  himself  and  his  wife  are  representatives  of 
pioneer  families,  and  are  themselves  native-born 
citizens  of  Michigan.  When  their  parents  came 
here  this  State  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  but  little  was 
known  of  it;  Indians  still  inhabited  its  vast  forests, 
and  where  are  now  situated  the  most  beautiful  farms 
wild  beasts  were  roaming  at  will  through  trackless 
swamps. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  born  in  Superior  Township, 
Washtenaw  County,  May  6,  1841.  His  grand- 
father, Samuel  Lewis,  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his 
last  years  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  his  son 
Russell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  i-e- 
maining  a  resident  of  the  county  until  1828,  in 
which  year  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  located  in 
Washtenaw  County,  in  what  is  now  Superior  Town- 
ship. Not  many  years  before,  surveyors  employed 
by  the  Government  had  pronounced  the  interior  of 
Michigan   as  composed  mostly  of  sand  barrens  and 


swamps,  and  incapable  of  supporting  much  of  a 
population.  Therefore  prospects  were  not  of  the 
brightest  to  this  courageous  pioneer,  but  he  set 
bravely  to  work,  built  a  log  cabin,  and  then  com- 
menced to  fell  the  trees  to  clear  his  land  for  tillage, 
and  there  made  his  home  until  his  death,  in  December, 
1878.  He  had  in  the  meantime  overcome  every 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  successful  pursuit  of  his 
calling  as  a  farmer,  clearing  and  draining  his  farm, 
and  bringing  it  to  a  high  state  of  culture,  and 
erecting  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  wit- 
nessed the  rapid  growth  of  Washtenaw  County, 
which  was  almost  entirely  developed  from  the  wil- 
derness to  its  present  advanced  state  during  his 
residence  there  of  half  a  century.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Emily  Freeman,  died  in 
June,  1846,  leaving  six  children.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  with  Susan  (Joselyn)  Chapman,  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children,  and  died  in  May, 
1883. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Washtenaw  County, 
and  as  he  grew  to  manhood  in  the  pioneer  home  of 
his  birth,  and  developed  strength  and  muscle,  he 
became  of  great  assistance  to  his  father  in  the  farm 
work,  and  continued  to  reside  on  the  homestead 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  established  a  home  of 
his  own.  On  the  2d  of  November,  1864,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Mott,  a  native  of  Canton, 
Wayne  County,  this  State.  The  pleasant  wedded 
life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lew^is  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  three  children,  namely :  Otis  Burton, 
Charles  Leonard  and  Grace  Eloise. 

Mrs.  Lewis  is  of  Quaker  ancestry,  her  paternal 
grandfather,  Thomas  Mott,  being  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  He  owned  a  farm  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  spent  the  last 
years  of  a  useful  life.  His  son  Adam,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Lewis,  was  born  near  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
but  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm.  He  married 
Miss  Betsy  Patrick,  likewise  a  native  of  Columbia 
County,  and  after  marriage  they  made  their  home 
in  Western  New  York  for  a  year.  Then,  about 
1829,  they  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
made  their  home  in  CantoA,  Wayne  County,  where 
they  continued  to  reside   until  death;  his  wife  died 
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Nov,  4,  1860,  leaving  six  children.  Mr.  Mott 
afterward  married  Isabella  (Robinson)  Francisca; 
.she  was  the  mother  of  one  child.  During  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Mott  of  nearly  sixty  years  in  Wayne 
County,  he  had  reclaimed  a  fine  farm  of  190  acres 
from  the  wilderness,  and  had  erected  substantial 
buildings;  he  died  in  March,  1886. 

In  1866  our  subject  and  his  wife  came  to  this 
county,  and  located  on  their  present  place  of  resi- 
dence in  Hudson  Township.  By  industry,  energy 
and  good  management,  Mr.  Lewis  has  developed  a 
fine  farm  of  174  acres,  noted  for  its  fertility  and 
productiveness;  160  acres  are  improved,  and  some 
of  it  is  devoted  to  pasturage.  He  has  substantial 
farm  buildings  well  adapted  to  agricultural  pur- 
poses. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  and  take  a  prominent 
part  in  its  affairs,  Mr.  L.  having  been  Trustee, 
Steward  and  Class-Leader.  He  conscientiously  and 
honorably  discharges  the  duties  incumbent  on  him 
as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  He  always  stands  up  for 
the  right  and  in  any  good  cause  is  foremost.  In 
politics  he  is  an  earnest  believer  in  and  advocate  of 
the  Prohibition  party. 
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ILLIAM  C.  MORAN,  Treasurer  of  Lena- 
iee  County  and  a  gentleman  now^  in  the 
prime  of  life,  was  born  near  Hudson,  this 
county,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1848.  He  has 
since  been  a  resident  of  this  section,  and  the  people 
among  wiiom  he  has  lived  so  long  and  before  whom 
acquitted  himself  so  creditably,  have  learned  to 
respect  him  for  his  excellent  traits  of  character, 
which  combine  uprightness  and  integrity  with  good 
business  capacities.  He  was  elected  to  his  present 
office  in  1886,  and  is  discharging  its  duties  in  an 
efficient  and  praiseworthy  manner. 

Michael  Moran,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  where  he  was  born  in  1813. 
Staplestown  Parish,  county  of  Kildare,  was  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  and  from  there  he  immigrated 
to  this  country  when  a  young  man  nineteen  years 
of  age.     He  first  located  in  New  York  where  he  re- 
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mained  until  1835,  when  he  cast  his  lot  with  the 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  locating  upon  the  tract  of 
land  where  he  continued  to  live  until  called  hence. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  9th  of  May,  1881,  when 
sixty-eight  years  of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  man  who  had 
traveled  extensively,  and  had  been  keenly  observ- 
ant of  what  he  had  seen  during  his  wanderings. 
He  visited  California  in  1850,  remaining  upon  the 
Pacific  Coast  two  years,  and  upon  his  return  traveled 
over  many  of  the  new  States  and  Territories  of  the 
West.  As  a  father,  husband  and  citizen,  he  was 
held  in  the  highest  regard,  and  found  to  be  uni- 
formly upright  and  straightforward  in  his  business 
affairs.  He  was  a  great  sufferer  during  his  last 
brief  illness,  having  typhoid -pneumonia,  but  bore 
his  affliction  with  great  patience  and  retained 
full  consciousness  until  quietly  breathing  his  last. 
His  death  was  the  occasion  of  universal  regret  in 
the  community  which  had  known  him  so  long  and 
learned  to  respect  him  for  his  personal  worth. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Lucy 
Andrews,  was  married  to  Michael  Moran,  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  in  1844.  She  accompanied  her  husband  to 
this  county,  sharing  with  him  the  trials  and  difficul- 
ties of  life  in  a  pioneer  settlement.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  William  C,  our 
subject,  was  the  eldest  son;  Matthew  E.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Warsaw,  Ind. ;  Julia  E.,  the  eldest  daughter 
and  child,  married  B.  F.  Richardson ;  Mary  F.  and 
Addison  B.,  all  reside  in  Warsaw,  Ind.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  is  now  a  resident  of  Hudson,  and  has 
reached  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  his  edu^ 
cation  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship, which  was  supplemented  upon  his  approaching 
manhood  by  attendance  at  Oak  Grove  Seminary. 
He  then  returned  to  the  farm  and  continued  act- 
ively engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the 
meantime  his  warm  interest  in  public  affairs  and  a 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  had  attracted  the 
attention  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  commended  him 
to  them  as  one  worthy  of  preferment.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly elected  County  Treasurer,  and  assumed 
the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  1st  of  January,  1887. 
As  the  conservator  of  important  interests  he  is 
looked    upon  with  confidence  and  esteem,  and    is 


^ 


a 


1084 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


proving  himself  worthy  of  these  in  a  marked  de- 
gree. 

Mr.  Moran,  March  18,  1874,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Kaehel  MeCartj^  one  of  his  child- 
hood associates,  and  who  was  born  in  his  own  town, 
Feb.  26,  18e50.  She  was  also  reared  to  woman- 
hood there  and  remained  with  her  parents,  H.  N. 
and  Regina  (Unangst)  McCarty,  until  becoming 
the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCarty 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  namely:  Gertie  C,  Bertha  E., 
Charles  Frederick,  Jerome  N.,  William  M.  and 
Benjamin  R. 

During  his  residence  on  the  farm  Mr.  Moran 
served  five  years  as  Commissioner  of  Drainage. 
Politically  he  has  always  voted  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Clayton  Lodge  No. 
278.  He  is  genial  in  his  manner  and  popular  as  a 
citizen,  and  occupies  a  snug  home  in  Adrian,  which 
is  the  resort  of  the  cultivated  people  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. 

Prominent  among  the  well-known  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Lenawee  County,  who  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  its  best  citizens,  stands  Mr.  Moran, 
and- as  such  we  gladly  present  his  portrait  in  this 
volume. 
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JOHN  IVESON  is  one  of  the  able  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  of  the  township  of  Ridge- 
way,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
and  carpentering  since  he  came  to  the  town- 
He  was  born  in  Queens  County,  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  h  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Anna  (Beard wood)  Iveson,  natives  of  England, 
where  they  were  married.  After  the  birth  of  three 
children  they  set  sail  for  the  United  States,  where 
they  hoped  to  secure  better  conditions  for  their 
growing  family.  When  they  reached  these  shores 
they  landed  on  Long  Island,  and  there  made  their 
home  until  1838,  when  they  removed  to  Lenaw^ee 
County,  and  Mr.  Iveson  took  up  some  land  in 
Woodstock  Township.  He  made  many  improve- 
ments on  this  Jand,  and  had  a  part  of  it  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation  at  the  time  of  his  death, 


which  occurred  June  23,  1864:  his  wife's  death  oc- 
curred in  January,  1881. 

The  youth  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  his  na-  , 
tive  place,  acquiring,  besides  an  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  those  habits  of  thrift  and  usefulness 
which  so  greatly  conduced  to  his  success  in  after 
life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came  to  Woodstock 
Township,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  arduous  task 
of  clearing  the  land  for  cultivation.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  left  the  parental  home,  and  going 
forth  to  seek  work  elsewhere,  secured  employment 
with  Stephen  Titus,  of  Raisin  Township,  in  whose 
employ  he  remained  for  two  years.  In  payment 
for  these  two  years  of  labor  Mr.  Iveson  received 
five  horses,  which  he  sold  for  a  good  sum  of  money, 
and  this  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  competency 
which  he  has  since  acquired. 

Feeling  that  he  could  well  afford  to  establish  a 
home  of  his  own,  John  Iveson  was  married,  Dec. 
27,  1845,  in  Woodstock  Township,  to  Miss  Miranda, 
youngest  child  of  David  and  Comfort  (Oilman) 
Chandler,  natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and 
New  Hampshire.  They  were  most  likely  married 
in  New  England,  and  early  in  their  married  life 
settled  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  within  six  miles 
of  Lockport,  and  there  the  father  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death  in  1827,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight. 
He  left  a  widow  and  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  living.  The  mother  spent  her  declining  years 
in  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Iveson,  and  died 
in  April,  1866,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  Mrs.  Iveson  was  born  in  Pendleton,  Niagara 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1825,  and  was  thirteen  years 
old  when  she  came  to  Michigan.  She  here  com- 
pleted her  education,  and  was  engaged  in  school 
teaching  for  some  years  prior  to  her  marriage. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iveson  have  been  born  four 
children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Mary  J.  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  months ;  Angle  is  the  wife  of 
Oliver  Darlington,  a  merchant  of  Wheeler,  Gratiot 
Co.,  Mich. ;  William  married  Priscilla  Tompkins,  and 
they  reside  on  a  farm  in  Blissfield  Township,  and 
Libbie  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Atwell,  a  farmer  of 
Ridge  way  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iveson  have  a  pleasant  home  on 
section  19,  Ridgeway  Township.  The  farm  con- 
tains eighty  acres  of  land,  showing  in  its   carefully 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


1085 


cultivated  fields  and  ample  and  well-kept  farm  build- 
ings,  evident  marks  of  a  thi'ifty,  energetic  owner. 
Mr.  Iveson,  besides  superintending  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  car- 
pentering. In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  has  ably  fulfilled  the  du- 
ties of  some  of  the  town  offices.  For  eight  years 
he  has  satisfactorily  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 
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^  j^ESLEY  REYNOLDS,  a  native  of  New  York 
\rJ//  State,  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this 
Vxv  county  when  a  young  child,  and  has  since 
made  Rome  Township  his  abiding-place.  He  con- 
tinued on  the  farm  of  his  father  until  reaching  his 
majority,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
school,  and  soon  after  his  twenty-first  birthday  he 
was  married  and  rented  a  farm,  which  be  occupied 
three  years.  His  next  residence  was  in  Ionia, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  meat  and  grocery  trade 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  his  house  and 
its  contents  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Returning  to 
Rome  Township,  he  worked  a  year  on  the  farm  of 
his  father-in-law,  and  then  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  to  which  he  subsequently  added 
until  it  embraces  200  acres.  On  this  he  has  effected 
fine  improvements,  putting  up  nearly  all  the  build- 
ings which  are  upon  it.  He  has  engaged  consider- 
ably in  stock-raising,  keeping  good  grades  of  cattle, 
sheep  and  horses,  and  of  the  two  former  feeding 
and  selling  a  large  number  each  year.  As  a  farmer 
he  is  thorough  and  skillful,  and  as  a  neighbor  and 
business  man  he  ranks  among  the  representative 
men  of  the  community. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Leonard  and  Betsey 
(Halsted)  Reynolds,  were  natives  of  Greene  County, 
N.  Y,,  the  former  born  in  August,  1800,  and  the 
latter  in  August,  1804.  They  were  married  in  the 
Empire  State,  and  soon  afterward  emigrated  to  the 
Territory  of  Michigan;  the  father  died  March  27, 
1882,  and  the  mother  Oct.  3,  1880.  Samuel  Rey- 
nolds, the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
also  a  native  of  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
removed,  first  to  Yates  County,  then  to  Allegany 
County,   and  from   there  to  Michigan,  after  which 


he  made  his  home  with  his  son  William,  in  Adrian 
Township,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -six  years. 
Grandmother  Reynolds,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Abigail  Belding,  survived  her  husband  sevei'al 
years,  and  died  when  seventy-five  years  old. 
Grandfather  Reynolds  served,  when  a  young  man, 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  politically  was  a  stanch 
Democrat.     He  was  the  father  of  seven  children. 

Wesley  Reynolds,  on  the  20th  of  November, 
1860,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clarissa, 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Sally  F.  Thomas,  and 
the  eldest  of  their  seven  children.  She  was  born  in 
Adrian  Township,  June  14,  1838,  while  her  father 
was  a  native  of  Penfield,  N.  Y.,  and  continued  a 
resident  of  the  Empire  State  until  a  youth  of  nine- 
teen years.  With  him  came  his  father,  Ransom 
Thomas,  and  they  settled  in  Adrian  Township, 
where  the  latter  died  in  1850.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Katie  Cure,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  Charles  L.  was  the  third.  The 
latter  lived  with  his  parents  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  picking  up  what  learning  he  could  in 
the  country  schools  in  the  winter  session.  In  1837 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  unimproved  land  in  Adrian 
Township,  and  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  he 
and  his  young  wife  commenced  in  earnest  the  battle 
of  life.  His  first  business  was  to  clear  a  spot  upon 
which  to  erect  a  log  cabin,  and  the  next  to  clear 
the  ground  and  prepare  it  for  cultivation ;  but  he 
was  thrifty  and  enterprising,  and  a  careful  calcu- 
lator, and  in  due  time  was  rewarded  for  his  industry 
in  a  valuable  and  fertile  farm  of  160  acres,  he 
having  added  to  his  first  purchase.  He  was  known 
far  and  wide  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen, 
professing  no  creed,  but  recognizing  a  marked  dis- 
tinction between  right  and  wrong,  and  aiming  to 
act  justly  under  all  circumstances.  He  suffered 
greatly  with  neuralgia  during  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  and  entered  upon  his  final  rest  upon  the  14th 
of  June,  1876,  dying  while  sitting  at  the  breakfast 
table. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  in  her  girl- 
hood Miss  Sally  F.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sally 
Baker,  of  Rome  Township,  and  twin  sister  of  Joseph 
F.  Baker,  of  Adris-n.  She  was  born  in  Manchester, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  18,  1819,  and  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1833.     She  and  her 
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husband  became  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Clarissa  A.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Marcelline  R., 
who  died  when  five  years  old;  Statira  E.,  who  also 
died  in  early  childhood ;  Amanda  S.,  many  years  a 
teacher  in  the  Adrian  public  school ;  Jefferson  R., 
a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Adrian  Township ;  Xara  F. 
and  Frederick. 

Jefferson  R.  Thomas,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds, was  born  May  15,  1848,  in  Rome  Township, 
and  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  Dec.  9,  1877.  His  wife  was  Miss  Ida  M., 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Jane  Spear,  of  Rome 
Township,  where  she  was  also  born  Oct.  26,  1856. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Thomas  worked  his  father's 
farm  on  shares  for  a  time,  then  purchased  ninety-six 
acres  which  he  operated  six  years,  when  disposing 
of  this  property,  he,  in  1884,  purchased  forty  acres, 
where  he  has  since  lived  and  effected  excellent  im- 
provements. He  is  the  father  of  four  children: 
Bruce,  who  was  born  Jan.  12,  1881;  Charles  L., 
Sept.  15,  1882;  Grover  C,  July  1, 1885  ;  and  Gene- 
vieve, Jan.  26, 1887. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  there  were  born  two 
children:  Luella,  Oct.  30,  1862,  and  Charles  L., 
May  21,  1865.  The  latter  is  well  educated,  and 
spent  several  months  in  the  Evanston  Business 
College.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mr.  Reynolds 
are — Reuben,  Norman,  Mary  Ann,  Emily,  John, 
Melissa,  Jerome,  Abijah,  Lucinda  and  Elizabeth 
Jane.  Mr.  Reynolds,  politically,  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  reliable  members  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  Rome  Township. 


! 


.ANCELIER  MILLS.  Though  dead,  Mr. 
Mills  yet  lives  in  the  memory  of  all  who 
/in|  knew  him  for  the  good  deeds  that  marked  his 
w^earthly  life.  His  memory  is  a  sweet  savor  to 
those  who  knew  him  best,  and  an  inspiration  to  all 
who  knew  him  at  all  to  a  nobler  life  and  higher 
purposes,  as  friends  of  truth  and  lovers  of  their 
fellowmen.  He  made  his  home  in  Franklin  and 
Clinton  Townships,  this  county,  though  residing 
principally  in  Franklin.  Here  he  settled  in  1837, 
and  by  the  continued  efforts  of  himself  and  most 
estimable  wife  managed  to  secure  possession  of  240 


acres  of  "God's  footstool"  in  their  own  right  and 
title.  He  mastered  nature's  obstacles,  overcame 
society's  barriers,  and  made  a  successful  record  as  a 
farmer,  stock-raiser,  and  buyer  and  seller  of  the 
stock  of  surrounding  farmers.  His  family,  its  com- 
forts, its  best  interests  were,  as  they  should  have 
been,  his  first  care,  but  his  work  of  love  extended 
also  to  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  those 
around  him.  His  kindly  sentiment  and  unselfish 
spirit  are  a  splendid  heritage  to  those  who  in  life 
were  nearer  and  dearer  to  him  than  life  itself. 

Mr.  Mills  was  born  in  Niles  Township,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1806,  and  spent  his  early  life 
on  the  farm,  unmarked  by  any  event  differing  from 
that  of  other  boys  of  similar  environments.  Mr. 
Mills'  first  marriage  occurred  in  his  native  county 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Duyree,  whose  home  was  in  the 
same  locality.  Here  they  remained  until  after  the 
birth  of  three  children,  when  he  sold  out  in  the 
Empire  State,  and  with  his  family  came  direct  to 
the  thrifty  township  of  Franklin,  where  he  pitched 
his  tent  in  1837,  as  stated  above.  He  went  to  work 
with  a  will  to  build  up  a  home  in  the  new  country, 
but  met  with  a  sad  misfortune  so  many  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  sustained,  that  of  losing  a  dear 
wife.  Four  of  her  children  survived  her,  and  two 
are  still  living:  George,  who  is  in  business  at 
Huron,  Dak.;  and  Lansen,  w^ho  is  engaged  in  trade 
at  Dallas,  Tex. 

Mr.  Mills  found  a  second  wife  in  the  person  of 
Mrs.  Sallie  A.  (Wright)  BoQth,  with  whom  he  w^as 
united  in  marriage  in  1842.  Mrs.  Mills  was  born 
in  Barrington  Township,  Yates  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
the  only  child  of  Elijah  and  Polly  (Sunderlin) 
Wright,  who  were  born  and  reared  in  that  State, 
where  Mr.  Wright  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  Some  years  after  their  daughter's  birth 
they  came  in  1830  to  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  bring- 
ing with  them,  as  was  customary,  their  earthly 
effects,  and  located  near  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Clinton,  on  section  4,  Clinton  Township.  This  was 
when  the  Chicago  turnpike  was  being  built,  when 
the  country  was  a  boundless  forest  with  scarcely 
the  necessaries  for  the  life  of  a  pioneer.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright  were  among  the  most  active  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  promising  country,  and  were  ener- 
getic, intelligent  and  progressive  people.  Mr. 
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Wright  came  into  possession  of  a  large  tract  of  land 
from  the  Government,-  which  he  improved  to  a 
good  degree,  and  on  which  he  and  his  wife  spent 
most  of  their  remaining  days.  Some  time  before 
their  death  they  went  to  live  with  their  danghter, 
one  of  the  principals  of  this  sketch,  in  Franklin 
Township,  where  their  death  occurred,  Dec.  4, 
1863,  and  April  28,  1857,  respectively;  the  father 
was  born  Jan.  26,  1793,  the  mother  Sept.  25,  1796. 
They  were  worthy  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
for  many  years,  and  Mr.  Wright  took  the  usual  in- 
terest in  local  politics. 

Mrs.  Wright  grew  to  womanhood  surrounded 
with  Christian  influences,  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Belden  Booth,  a  gentleman  from  York 
State.  About  one  year  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
Booth  sickened  and  died,  leaving  a  loving  wife  to 
mourn  her  loss  alone  in  the  world.  The  marriage 
of  Mrs.  Booth  with  our  subject  was  a  union  of  pur- 
pose and  effort  as  well  as  of  hand  and  heart,  and 
they  gathered  together  many  of  the  comforts  of 
life  to  use  while  they  might  live,  and  to  leave  as  a 
heritage  to  those  who  came  after.  They  added  to 
their  earthly  possessions  some  land  in  Clinton 
Township,  ivhere  Mr.  Mills'  death  occurred  Sept.  8, 
1876.  He  was  said  by  those  who  knew  him  best  to 
have  been  an  exemplary  man  in  nearly  every  feat- 
ure of  his  life,  and  in  religious  convictions  he  stood 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church.  The 
Democratic  organization  voiced  the  sentiments  he 
entertained,  but  he  was  no  aspirant  for  office  or 
preferment. 

Mrs.  Mills  survives  her  husband,  and  is  identilled 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  where  she  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence and  love  of  those  whose  ideal  is  worth,  and 
good  works  as  a  test  of  fellowship,  and  also  as  an 
index  of  the  tree  that  bears  such  fruits.  Since  the 
death  of  Mr.  Mills  she  has  held  property  in  her 
own  right.  By  her  marriage  with  her  last  husband 
she  had  six  children,  three  of  whom  have  passed 
over  the  sea  of  death.  The  survivors  are  as  fol- 
lows: Wright  IC,  R.  B.  and  A.  S.  Wright  E. 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Allegan  County,  Mich.;  he  mar- 
ried an  intelligent  and  worth}"  lad3%  Clara  English, 
and  they  have  now  two  sons,  Willey  and  Edward. 
R.  B.,a  representative  man,  owns  a  farm  in  Clinton 
Township,  and   has  for   his  wife  an   accomplished 
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lady.  Miss  Maggie,  daughter  of  David  Brooks,  an 
old  and  venerated  pioneer  of  Clinton  Township. 
The  mother  makes  her  home  with  her  youngest  son, 
A.  S.,  who  found  favor  in  the  eyes  of  Miss  Alice 
J.  Ellis,  and  they  became  united  in  life's  work. 
They  are  the  parents  of  twin  children — Ina  and 
Rena.  The  deceased  children  of  Mrs.  Sallie  J. 
Mills  were  named  Mary  J.,  Charles  W.  and  Ida. 
Tlie  love  of  a  worthy  ancestry  is  very  strong  in 
Mrs.  Mills,  and  is  indicative  of  a  loving  heart  and 
an  unselfish  spirit.  She  has  been  a  worthy  daugh- 
ter, a  faithful  wife  and  a  loving  mother. 

RLANDO  H.  ALGER,  of  the  firm  of  O.  H. 
Alger  &  Sons,  established  as  a  dry -goods 
merchant  at  Fairfield  in  the  spring  of  1865. 
He  conducted  his  business  alone  until  1869,  th^n 
formed  a  partnership  with  John  E.  Higgins,  and 
under  the  firm  name  of  Alger  &  Higgins  they  con- 
tinued together  until  1879.  A  few  months  later 
Mr.  Alger  admitted  to  the  business  his  sons,  Emery 
P.  and  Herbert  O.,  and  they  are  now  probably 
taking  the  lead  in  general  merchandising  in  Fairfield. 

Like  nianj^  other  leading  business  men  of  this 
section  of  country,  Mr.  Alger  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  Dec. 
23,  1824.  His  parents,  Ezra  and  Harriet  (Coles) 
Alger,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  whence,  soon 
after  their  marriage,  they  removed  first  to  Lewis 
Count}^  and  thence,  in  1832,  to  Rochester.  Four 
years  later  they  migrated  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Cook  County,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
and  where  the  mother  died  in  1842.  Ezra  Alger, 
in  1854,  left  Illinois  for  Wisconsin,  residing  in  Wal- 
worth County  two  j^ears,  and  then  returned  to  Cook 
County,  111.,  and  from  there,  in  1868,  he  came  to 
Fairfield,  where  he  continued  a  resident  at  intervals 
until  his  death,  April  1,  1877.  His  decease  was 
almost  instantaneous,  occurring  just  as  he  had  passed 
out  of  his  own  house  in  the  morning.  The  parental 
household  included  three  daughters  and  two  sons, 
of  whom  Orlando  H.  was  the  second. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  about  thirteen  years 
when  his  parents  removed  from  the  Empire  State 
to  Cook  County,  111.     He  continued  with  his  father 
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until  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  engaged 
mostly  in  farming  pursuits,  though  he  taught  school 
during  the  winter  season  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  He  also  perfected  himself  in  the  science  of 
surveying,  and  eventually  became  Deputy  Surveyor 
of  Cook  County,  which  office  he  held  two  terms. 

Mr.  Alger  was  married  while  a  resident  of  Cook 
County,  III,  March  17,  1852,  to  Miss  Sally  Higgins, 
a  native  of  his  own  State  and  born  in  Tioga  County, 
Jan.  25,  1827.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Alger,  Isaac 
and  Nancy  (Arthur)  Higgins,  natives  of  New  York, 
settled  after  their  marriage  in  Tioga  County, 
whence  they  subsequently  removed,  in  1836,  to 
Cook  County,  111.,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits,  and  died  in  the  spring  of  1853. 
Mrs.  Higgins  then  removed  to  Fairfield,  where  her 
death  took  place  in  October,  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Higgins  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  seven 
daughters  and  four  sons,  of  whom  Sally,  Mrs.  Alger, 
was  the  sixth  child  and  is  the  only  surviving  daugh- 
ter of  the  family. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Adelbert  died  when  about 
three  years  of  age;  Emery  P.  married  Miss  Mary 
Furman,  and  is  engaged  with  his  father  at  Fairfield ; 
Augustine  C.  died  when  about  three  years  old; 
Herbert  O.  married  Miss  Alida  White,  and  resides 
in  Fairfield,  engaged  in  business  with  his  father; 
they  have  two  children — Harley  C.  and  Fern  R. 
R.  Beatrice  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Lafayette 
and  Pearl  died  in  early  childhood,  and  Clarence  A., 
who  was  the  first  born,  died  Aug.  20,  1855. 

Mr.  Alger  represented  Fairfield  Township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  one  term,  served  as 
Assessor  ten  years,  and  Postmaster  twenty-one  and 
one-half  years.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  1887,  which  office  he  still  holds,  and 
politically  is  a  solid  Republican. 


ILAS  MARSHALL  is  now^  pleasantly  lo- 
cated on  section  34,  Seneca  Township, 
where  he  has  resided  since  1855.  Mr. 
Marshall's  first  purchase  consisted  of  forty 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  until  he 
now  owns  a  tract  of   100  acres.     He  has  erected 


thereon  commodious  and  substantial  buildings,  and 
has  provided  himself  with  the  modern  appliances  in 
use  in  his  occupation,  and  has  brought  his  farm  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Here  he  expects  to  spend 
his  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  ease 
and  prosperity  to  which  he  is  so  justly  entitled. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  Jan.  3,  1828,  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm  until  about  twenty  years  of  age,  attending  the 
common  schools,  where  he  acquired  such  a  taste  for 
study  that  he  subsequently  entered  Geauga  Semin- 
ary, where  he  spent  about  three  years.  Soon  after- 
ward, in  1851,  our  subject  was  seized  with  the 
gold  fever  and  started  for  California  to  seek  his 
fortune.  Unfortunately,  however,  he  was  severely 
>  poisoned  by  what  is  known  in  that  country  as  the 
poison  oak,  which  resembles  our  poison  ivy.  This 
so  interfered  with  his  work  in  that  country  that 
after  a  few  months  he  returned  to  his  old  home  and 
engaged  in  peddling  notions  at  which  he  had  been 
employed  previous  to  his  departure  for  the  Pacific 
Coast.  His  field  of  operations  was  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  in  which  he  followed  this  business  about 
fifteen  years,  meeting  with  quite  good  success.  In 
the  early  part  of  1855  Mr.  Marshall  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Seneca  Township,  where  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  34,  wiiere 
he  has  since  resided  and  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  owns  100  acres. 

In  June,  1853,  Mr.  Marshall  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  with  Miss  Phebe 
J.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Hannah  (Havens)  Ha- 
vens, who  was  born  in  Pultney,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  17, 
1833.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  have  been  born 
two  children — Ella  B.  and  Emma  E.  Ella  is  the 
wife  of  Marion  Hart,  of  Seneca  Township,  and  has 
two  children — Arthur  O.  and  Stella. 

William  O.  Marshall,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire  and  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  died  in  Ohio,  and  he  was  a  second 
time  married,  to  Miss  Polly  Ryder,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.  .  After  marriage  the  young  couple 
settled  in  Chardon,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio,  where  they 
reared  a  family  of  five  children,  named  as  follows: 
Betsey,  George,  Seth,  Nathan  and  Silas.  Two  of 
these  children  are  deceased.  On  their  removal 
from  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  the  parents  resided  in 
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different  places,  finally  settling  in  Wisconsin,  where 
the  father  died  in  1860 ;  the  widow  died  in  Pewamo, 
Mich.,  about  1870. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Marshall  were  born  in  Pult- 
ney,  N.  Y.,  and  first  settled  in  that  State,  whence 
they  removed  to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  at  an 
early  day,  being  among  the  pioneers  of  that  count}^ 
and  settled  in  Somerset  Township  in  the  year  1838. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  who  are 
all  living  in  Michigan — Andrew  J.,  Horace  A., 
Benjamin  F.,  Phebe  J.,  Eliza  C.  and  Hannah  D. 

Mr.  Marshall  relates  many  interesting  incidents 
connected  with  his  trip  to  California,  although  his 
sickness  prevented  his  appreciation  of  the  experi- 
ences of  the  latter  part  of  his  stay  there  and  his  re- 
turn home.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  intelligence  and 
is  well  informed  on  current  topics.  Mr.  Marshall 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  wiiich  he 
is  at  present  Class-Leader.  In  politics  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Prohibitionists. 


'LBERT  C.HUNTINGTON,  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Clinton  Woolen  Mill,  assumed 
his  present  position  in  April,  1886,  and  has 
since  that  time  ably  represented  the  inter- 
ests of  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the 
village.  He  had  held  this  position  some  twelve 
years  before,  and  has  had  a  thorough  experience  in 
this  business,  being  at  one  time  superintendent  in 
the  mills  of  the  Hanover  Manufacturing  Company 
at  Hanover,  III.  He  possesses  considerable  mechan- 
ical genius,  which  developed  at  an  early  age,  and 
took  naturally  to  machinery,  being  keenly  observant 
of  its  workings  whenever  opportunity  afforded. 

Mr.  Huntington,  a  New  P^ngiander  by  birth  and 
parentage,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Middlebury, 
Vt.,  Jan.  3,  1834.  His  father,  Jonathan  Hunting- 
ton, was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  a  skilled  mechanic, 
but  only  lived  eight  years  after  the  birth  of  his  son 
Albert.  Our  subject  three  years  later  entered  the 
mills  of  his  native  town,  where  he  continued  until 
reaching  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  repaired  to  Burlington,  in  his  native  State, 
and  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  as  a  machinist. 
He  was  occupied  three  years  at  this  business,  after 
-^k^ — 


which  he  returned  to  Middlebury  and  took  the 
position  of  foreman  in  the  mills  of  the  Middlebury 
Woolen  Company,  w^hich  he  held  five  years.  Later 
he  engaged  in  the  well-known  manufactory  of 
George  H.  Gilbert,  of  Gilbertville,  Mass. 

Mr.  Huntington,  in  1864,  left  New  England  and 
came  west  as  far  as  Hanover,  III.,  where  he  estab- 
lished the  Hanover  Mills  and  operated  these  eight 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and 
engaging  once  more  in  the  Gilbert  Mills,  remained 
East  until  1872,  when  he  returned  to  Illinois,  be- 
came once  more  connected  with  the  Hanover  Mills, 
and  resided  in  that  section  until  his  advent  into 
this  county.  Besides  being  Superintendent  here 
he  owns  valuable  shares  in  the  enterprise,  and  has 
been  a  Director  since  April,  1887. 

Mr.  Huntington  was  married  in  his  native  town 
in  Vermont  to  one  of  his  childhood  associates,  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Stearns,  who  was  also  born  and  reared  in 
the  town  of  Middlebury.  Her  parents,  Ansel  D. 
and  Frances  Stearns,  w^ere  also  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  the  father  was  a  mechanic. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntington  became  the  parents  of 
three  children — Carrie,  Sadie,  and  Laura,  deceased. 
They  occupy  a  snug  home,  and  number  their  friends 
by  the  score  in  Clinton  and  vicinity,  while  Mr. 
Huntington  is  very  popular  among  the  business 
men  of  Clinton  and  greatly  liked  by  his  employes. 
He  is  a  gentleman  born  and  bred,  intelligent,  well- 
read,  and  pleasing  to  converse  with.  Both  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 


•^-^^ 


^J"%Jf^ 


JEORGE  W.  BALEY,  whose  history  is  here 
briefly  sketched,  is  an  honored  resident  of 
^^j(  Dover  Township,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Olive  (Burgess)  Baley,  natives  of  New  York 
State.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  Mrs.  Baley  died  in  1836. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  the 
record  is  as  follows :  George  W. ;  Louisa  P.  is 
the  wife  of  M.  P.  Stockville,  of  Dover  Township; 
Cinderella  is  the  wife  of  N.  P.  Ellis,  and  resides  in 
Iowa;  William  P.  died  in  New  York  when  quite  . 
young;  Henry  when  last  heard  of  was  in  Wiscon-  ▼ 
„fc     1^   ^ff 
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sin;  A.  Judson  died  in  Dover  Township  when  a 
lad  of  eight  or  nine  years.  In  the  spring  of  1836 
Mr.  Baley  came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  country,  he  sent  the  next  year  for 
his  children,  having  decided  to  make  this  his  perma- 
nent home.  He  purchased  830  acres  of  land  in  Do- 
ver Township,  on  sections  1  and  12,  and  lived  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1884. 

George  W.  Baley  was  born  in  Romulus,  Seneca 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  18,  1821,  and  coming  to  Lenawee 
County  in  the  summer  of  1837,  remained  with  his 
father,  assisting  him  in  his  farm  labors  until  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  The  succeeding  four  years  he 
spent  in  travel,  during  which  time  he  visited  sev- 
eral States,  and  became  familiar  with  the  topogra- 
phy of  a  large  part  of  the  country.  Finding  no 
place  that  suited  him  better  as  a  permanent  abiding- 
place  than  Michigan,  he  returned  to  Dover  Town- 
ship, where  he  settled.  In  1847  he  erected  a  saw- 
mill and  operated  that  almost  exclusively  until  1864, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  car- 
ried on  both  vocations  until  the  spring  of  1887. 
Since  that  time  his  attention  has  been  given  en- 
tirely to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  his  large  farm  of 
upward  of  100  acres,  with  its  substantial  and  com- 
modious buildings,  is  indicative  of  the  good  man- 
•  agement  of  its  possessor. 

Mr.  Baley  was  married,  in  1847,  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, to  Miss  Mary  E.  Bradford,  who  was  a^  native 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich.  She  bore  him  one  child, 
Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy,  but  her  married  life 
was  of  brief  duration,  her  death  occurring  July  2, 
1848.  Mr.  Baley's  second  marriage  occurred  July 
7,  1864,  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  when  he  was  united  to 
Miss  Mary  C.  Pontius,  vvho  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  11,  1837.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Smith)  Pontius,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  who  after  marriage  first 
settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  but  subsequently 
removed  to  Lenawee  County,  this  State,  where  they 
died,  his  death  occurring  Oct.  28,  1869,  and  hers 
in  October,  1877.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Anna  is  the  widow 
of  David  Ireland,  who  died  in  Barry  County,  this 
State,  in  September,  1886;  Eliza  became  the  wife 
of  Lewis  Ireland,  and  died  in  Plain ville,  Allegan 
County,  in  September,  1882;  Sarah   is  the   wife  of 

-^^ ^ 


John  Gambee,  of  Dover  Township;  William  mar- 
ried Rosanna  Goodman,  and  died  in  Dover  Town- 
ship, Feb.  22,  1850;  David  resides  in  Clayton;  Car- 
oline is  the  widow  of  Henry  Spoon ;  Margaret  is  the 
wife  of  William  B.  Downe,  of  Cold  water;  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Gambee,  of  Dover  Township; 
and  Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baley  have  one  child,  Johnnie  C. 
Mr.  Baley  is  a  public-spirited  man,  and  takes  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  com- 
munity and  the  country  at  large.  He  has  been  Su- 
pervisor one  3^ear,  and  for  several  years  was  School 
Inspector,  and  for  more  than  two  years  he  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Clayton  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  of 
Adrian  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Adrian 
Commandery  No.  4,  K.  T.  He  and  his  wife 
joined  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Clayton,  in  1880. 


-^i/-^- 


f^^  AMUEL  K.  KINNEY,  of  Seneca  Township, 
^^^    who  has    now  reached  his  threescore  years 
(il/  ))]  and  ten,  came  to  this  county  in  the  summer 
of  1828,  when  a  lad  ten  years  of  age,  ac- 
companying  his    brother  Amos  from  the    vicinity 
of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.     They  made  their  way  from 
Detroit   overland    with  a  team,  and  Amos  Kinney 
located  a  tract  of  land  and  erected  a  log  cabin,  into 
which  he  removed  with  his  family.     Samuel  Kinney 
made  his  home  with  his  brother,  and  was  joined  by 
his  parents  and  the  rest  of    the  familj^  in  July  fol- 
lowing. 

Elias  Kinney,  the  father  of  our  subject,  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  Government  land  in  Seneca 
Township,  and  all  the  children  who  were  old 
enough  assisted  in  clearing  it  and  building  up  the 
homestead.  Samuel  attended  the  first  school  in  the 
township,  which  was  conducted  in  a  log  house 
twenty  feet  square,  and  was  called  the  Kinney 
school-house  on  account  of  being  projected  by  the 
father.  It  boasted  but  one  window,  while  a  blanket 
hung  up  at  the  opening  served  as  a  door,  and  in 
this  rude  structure  our  subject  commenced  his  edu- 
cation when  fourteen  years  of  age.  and  which  con- 
tinued but  a  brief  time  afterward,  being  carried  on 
about  three  months  in  the  winter. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  thus  spent  amid 
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the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  he  developed  into 
manhood  stout  of  heart  and  strong  of  muscle,  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  the  duties  which  lay  before  him. 
He  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  after  he 
w^as  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  then  completed 
his  preparations  for  a  home  of  his  own  by  his  mar- 
riage, Nov.  29,  1846,  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  Secor,  of  Seneca  Township. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Kinney  were  natives  of  New 
York  State,  the  father  born  in  Rockland  County, 
and  the  mother  in  Orange  County.  They  settled 
first  in  Rockland  County,  whence  they  afterward 
removed  to  Orange  County,  where  the  mother  died 
when  fifty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Secor,  in  1843,  came 
to  Michigan  with  his  children  and  located  in  Seneca 
Township,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1848,  when 
he  was  fifty-five  years  of  age.  The  parental  family 
included  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters, 
of  whom  Mary,  Mrs.  Kinney,  was  the  third,  and  was 
born  in  New  York  City  March  19,  1824,  but  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Orange  County.  She  was 
nineteen  yesirs  of  age  when  she  came  to  Michigan 
with  her  father,  and  continued  with  him  until  her 
marriage.  The  Secor  family  are  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  the  first  representatives  in  this  country  crossed 
the  Atlantic  during  the  Colonial  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  have  one  child  only,  a 
daughter,  Hannah  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  F.  Graves,  a  leading  lawyer  of  the  city  of 
Adrian.  The  farm  of  Mr.  Kinney  includes  190 
acres  of  land,  with  one  of  the  finest  dwellings  in  the 
county.  The  barns  and  other  outhouses  are  neat 
and  substantial  structures,  and  the  live  stock  and 
machinery  first-class  in  every  respect.  The  land  is 
exceedingly  fertile,  and  the  farm  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments indicates  the  supervision  of  excellent  judg- 
ment and  cultivated  tastes.  Mr.  Kinney,  politi- 
cally, votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
occupied  some  of  the  minor  offices  in  connection 
with  schools. 
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y)ILLlAM  M.  WILEY,  a  gentleman  who  has 
scarcely  reached  middle  life,  has  made  an 
excellent  start  toward  a  competency,  be- 
ing the  owner  of  140  acres  of  good  land  on  section 
14,  in  Seneca  Township.     Here  he  carries  on  stock- 


raising,  being  principally  interested  in  Short-horn 
cattle,  of  which  he  has  a  fine  herd  of  twenty  head. 
In  a  life  that  has  been  comparatively  uneventful, 
he  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  true  to 
his  early  training  in  the  first  principles  of  success, 
namely,  industry  and  economy.  Whatever  he  does 
is  done  well,  and  his  success  has  been  brought  about 
by  his  even,  upright  method  of  procedure,  which  has 
not  only  given  him  standing  as  a  reliable  man  in  his 
community,  but  has  led  him  to  make  wise  invest- 
ments, together  with  a  good  use  of  his  time. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  the  well-known  pio- 
neers, Augustus  B.  and  Lucretia  (Packard)  Wiley, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  this 
county  before  their  marriage.  The  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  Submit  Bagley,  was  a  cousin  of  Gov. 
Bagley,  of  Michigan.  After  marriage,  Augustus 
Wiley  and  his  young  wife  located  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship, where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
employed  in  building  up  a  home  from  the  unculti- 
vated soil,  and  in  which  they  succeeded  well.  The 
father  died  on  the  20th  of  March,  1855,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years.  The  mother  survived  her  hus- 
band twenty -six  j^ears,  dying  in  1881. 

The  father  of  our  subject  by  his  own  efforts  had 
acquired  a  fair  education,  and  was  particularly  in- 
terested in  the  establishment  of  schools  in  his 
adopted  county.  Here  he  officiated  as  a  teacher 
several  terms,  and  was  a  Director  in  his  district  for 
many  years.  His  first  farm  consisted  of  112  acres 
in  Seneca  Township,  and  he  then  purchased  the 
farm  known  as  the  *'  Five  Points,"  which  he  occu- 
pied until  his  decease.  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughter^, 
of  whom  William  M.  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  He  came  to  the  household  of  his  parents 
after  their  removal  to  this  county,  and  was  born  in 
Seneca  Township,  April  30,  1850.  His  education 
was  conducted  in  the  common  schools,  and  he  con- 
tinued with  his  mother  until  twenty -four  j^ears  of 
age. 

In  1874,  our  subject  having  in  view  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  home  of  his  own,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Effie  J.,  daughter  of  Micajah  and 
Phila  (Sanger)  Hayward,  and  commenced  house- 
keeping in  Seneca,  but  the  year  following  they  took 
possession    of   their  present    farm.     To    the    little 
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household  in  due  time  there  came  two  children, 
Floyd  A.,  who  was  born  Oct.  22,  1882,  and  David 
Ray,  Sept.  13,  1885.  They  are  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

Mr.  Wiley,  like  his  father  before  him,  has  been 
prominent  in  the  school  affairs  of  his  district,  and 
has  officiated  as  Director  for  the  past  four  years. 
He  is  an  independent  voter,  and  socially  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity   of  Morenci. 


•<h- 
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^5^E0RGE  W.  WILT,  a  resident  of  Ogden 
Nfj  Center,  actively  engaged   in   farming,   was 

'^^^  born  in  Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  Virginia,  as  West  Virginia 
was  not  then  separated  from  the  Old  Dominion. 
His  great-grandfather,  Michael  ^V\\U  was  born  in 
Bedford,  Pa.,  of  German  parentage,  and  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  West  Virginia.  He  located 
in  that  part  of  Randolph  County  now  included  in 
Preston  County,  four  miles  from  the  present  site  of 
the  village  of  Aurora,  where  he  bought  quite  a 
large  tract  of  land,  engaged  in  farming,  and  spent 
his  last  years  there. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Michael  Wilt, 
was  born  either  in  Pennsylvania,  or  soon  after  his 
parents  settled  in  Virginia;  however  he  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  latter  State.  After  his  marriage 
with  Lydia  Waltz  he  settled  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  his  father  had  bought,  and  cleared  his  farm 
from  the  wilderness.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  on  that  homestead,  and  there  reared  to 
manhood.  He  married  in  his  native  place  Maria 
Martin,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the  daughter  of 
Peter  Martin,  who  was  born,  reared  and  married  in 
that  country.  Sometime  after  his  marriage  he  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  America,  and  settled  in 
that  part  of  Alleghany  County  now  included  in  Gar- 
rett County,  Md.,  where  he  improved  a  farm,  and 
there  died.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wilt  settled  on 
a  tract  of  land  which  his  father  had  given  him,  and 
which  he  improved  into  a  line  farm.  He  now  lives 
in  retirement  in  the  village  of  Elkins,  Garrett  Co., 
Md.,  but  his  good  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
departed  this  life  in  1863. 

Our  subject,  who   was   the  second   child   in   the 


parental  family,  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  old.  He  then  enlisted,  in  February,  1863, 
in  Company  I,  3d  Maryland  Infantry,  and  immedi- 
ately marching  to  the  front  did  valiant  service  for 
his  country  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Win- 
chester, South  Mountain  and  many  minor  engage- 
ments. He  was  discharged  with  his  regiment  in 
June,  1865,  and  returned  home,  where  he  resumed 
his  farming  occupations  until  1868.  He  then  left 
Preston  County,  and  coming  to  Michigan  obtained 
employment  in  Ogden  Township,  where  he  worked 
by  the  month  for  three  years.  He  then  made  his 
first  purchase  of  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of  timber 
land  on  section  23  of  Ogden  Township,  and  later 
he  bought  sixty  acres  adjoining  his  first  purchase. 
He  cleared  about  forty  acres  of  his  land,  and 
drained  and  cultivated  it,  but  in  1882  he  sold  out, 
and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  con- 
taining 100  acres  of  land,  seventy  acres  of  which 
are  cleared  and  very  productive.  There  is  a  fair 
set  of  farm  buildings  on  the  place,  and  Mr.  Wilt 
has  made  many  important  improvements  in  the  few 
years  the  property  has  been  in  his  possession.  He 
is  a  practical,  energetic  man,  paying  careful  atten- 
tion to  all  the  details  of  farming,  and  bids  fair  to 
have  a  very  fine  farm  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 
Mr.  Wilt  did  not  begin  farming  for  himself  with- 
out first  securing  the  aid  of  a  good  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  Dec.  21,  1871.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Robertson,  and  she  was  born  in  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1851,  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Robertson,  the  former  the  second 
child  of  George  P.  Robertson.  Mr.  Wilt  is  a 
member  of  David  Becker  Post  No.  25,  G.  A.  R. 
He  is  a  faithful  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  actively 
advocates  the  interests  of  the  Republican  party. 
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/^^  ILAS  ALDRICH  came  to  Southern  Michi- 
^^^    gan  with  his   father   in    1835,  when  a  lad 
]i[l/^  eleven  years  of  age.     They  made  the  jour- 
—     ney   to    Buffalo    by    team  from     Rutland 
County,  Vt.,  and   then  boarded   the  '^Daniel  Web- 
ster," by  means  of  which  they  proceeded  to  Detroit, 
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wlience  the  father  drove  through  to  Adrian,  arriv- 
ing on  the  20th  of  June,  with  $25  in  money.  All 
bat  $2  of  this  he  paid  out  soon  afterward  for  a  bar- 
rel of  pork,  which  proved  to  be  half  made  up  of 
heads.  He  rented  a  tract  of  land  on  Wolf  Creek, 
where  he  lived  until  March  following,  then  traded 
his  team  and  wagon  for  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 30,  in  Rome,  and  section  25,  in  Rollin  Township. 
After  building  a  log  house  he  commenced  clearing 
the  land  around  him,  and  that  spring  he  laid  low 
three  acres  of  timber,  cleared  the  ground,  and 
planted  it  with  corn  and  potatoes.  The  fall  pre- 
viously he  had  purchased  a  cow,  which  was  choked 
to  death  by  getting  a  potato  in  its  throat,  and  he 
was  unable  to  buy  another  for  nearly  two  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1836  the  father  of  our  subject  har- 
vested nine  acres  of  wheat,  which  had  yielded  plen- 
tifully, but  after  it  was  in  the  shock,  rain  com- 
menced to  fall,  and  continued  until  the  whole  crop 
was  ruined  by  sprouting.  This  was  a  great  blow 
to  the  family,  for  they  had  been  much  elated  with 
the  prospect,  and  were  therefore  compelled  to  deny 
themselves  of  the  comforts  they  had  expected.  In 
the  winter  of  1837-38  Mr.  Aldrich  ran  in  debt  for 
a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  labored  thereafter  as  cheerfully 
as  he  could  under  tlie  circumstances.  In  due  time 
he  found  himself  upon  a  more  solid  footing,  and 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  comfortable  home.  His 
experience  was  like  that  of  many  others  who  came 
into  the  wilderness  without  means,  but  his  resolute 
spirit  enabled  him  to  persevere  where  others  failed, 
and  abandoning  what  little  they  had  accomplished, 
left  the  country.  He  died  Sept.  13,  1883,  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Rome  Township. 

Silas  Aldrich  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Rutland 
Co.,  Vt.,  May  12,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Welcome 
Aldrich,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  where  he  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Dec.  28,  1796.  The  father  was 
the  son  of  Silas  and  Mehitable  Aldrich,  who  re- 
moved from  the  Old  Granite  State  in  1 806,  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.  Wel- 
come continued  in  his  native  State  until  the  spring 
of  1835,  and  then  came  to  this  section  of  country 
as  we  have  already  related.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  State,  when  nineteen  years  old,  Feb.  15, 
1815,  to  Miss  Fhebe,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lu- 
cinda  Doty,  of  Wallingford,  and  they  became  the 


parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Silas  of  our  sketch 
was  the  fourth  child  and  eldest  son.  Mrs.  Phebe 
Aldrich  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Vt.,  Sept.  30^ 
1798,  and  died  at  the  homestead  in  Rome  Town- 
ship, this  county,  July  3,  1876. 

Mr.  Aldrich  continued  with  his  parents  in  Rome 
Township  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
was  then  married,  Sept.  24,  1844,  to  Miss  Lucy, 
daughter  of  Phillip  and  Phebe  (Moon)  Roberts,  of 
Chatham,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  young  people 
commenced  life  together  on  a  farm  adjoining  the 
old  homestead,  and  still  occupy  the  land  which 
Mr.  A.  purchased  nearly  forty-four  years  ago. 
Ul)on  this  he  has  made  nearly  all  the  improvements 
which  we  see  to-day,  erected  all  the  buildings,  and 
by  his  careful  cultivation  of  the  soil  has  one  of  the 
most  valuable  homesteads  in  this  section.  He  is 
intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  phases  of  pioneer 
life,  attending  school  in  the  log  school-house,  with 
seats  made  of  slabs  through  which  the  legs  pro- 
truded, and  which  he  asserts  were  quite  uncomfort- 
able to  sit  upon.  He  has  often  been  hungry,  when 
his  mother  was  unable  to  give  him  anything  to  eat, 
and  labored  long  and  incessantl}^  in  attaining  his 
present  position  in  life. 

Philip  W.  Aldrich,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
was  born  Oct.  16,  1845,  and  married  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  Miss  Clarissa  Hutchins,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Dec.  25, 
1866;  he  is  now  farming  in  Rome  Township. 
Phebe  R.  was  born  Aug.  19,  1847,  and  is  the  wife 
of  A.  P.  Keith,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Adrian 
Township;  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter  Lina, 
born  April  1,  1874.  Silas  L.  was  born  Jan.  24, 
1849, and  married  Miss  Saddle  McKay;  he  is  farai- 
ing  in  Burlington,  Coffey  Co.,  Kan.,  and  is  the 
father  of  two  children — Clarence,  born  in  March, 
1882,  and  Ada,  in  1884.  Melissa  C.  was  born  May 
31,  1851,  and  died  Nov.  20,  1858.  The  mother  of 
these  children  was  born  in  Chatham,  Columbia  Co., 
N.  Y.,  July  9,  1821,  and  died  in  Rome  Township, 
this  county,  March  6,  1855. 

Mr.  Aldrich  took  for  his  second  wife  a  sister  of 
the  first.  Miss  Charity  Roberts,  to  whom  he  was 
married  on  the  8th  of  May,  1 856.  Mrs.  Charity 
(Roberts)  Aldrich  was  born  in  Chatham,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  2,  1816,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Phillip  Rob- 
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erts,  a  native  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  born  March  4,  1768.  He  removed  to 
Columbia  County  with  his  parents  in  1777,  and 
lived  there  until  his  decease,  Nov.  1,  1855.  He 
married  in  early  manhood  Miss  Phebe,  daughter 
of  John  and  Ruth  Moon,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated in  Stephentown,  Rensselaer  County,  Nov- 
26,  1794.  Phillip  Roberts  came  of  a  long-lived 
race;  one  of  his  brothers  was  a  physician,  and 
another  a  minister. 

Philip  Aldrich,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
with  whom  he  now  lives  a  retired  life,  has  a  fam- 
ily of  four  children,  as  follows:  Edith  M.  was  born 
July  22,  1869,  and  is  the  wife  of  Cassius  Miles, 
a  telegraph  operator,  of  Arbor  Springs;  they  have 
one  child,  Vere,  born  Dec.  26,  1887.  Lucy  E. 
was  born  Feb.  28,  1872;  George  L.,  April  8, 
1874,  and  Elmer  A.,  April  18,  1878.  This  son  is 
Republican  in  politics,  differing  somewhat  from 
his  father,  who  casts  the  weight  of  his  influence 
with  the  Prohibitionists. 


ORRIS  SELLECK,  an  intelligent  farmer 
residing  on  section  2,  Hudson  Township, 
has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success  in 
his  chosen  vocation.  Commencing  at  the 
rung  of  fortune's  ladder  he  has  steadily 
climbed  upward  until  now  he  holds  an  assured  po- 
sition among  the  prosperous  citizens  of  Lenawee 
County.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Peter 
Selleck,  moved  from  Connecticut  to  New  York, 
and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Oneida  County, 
where  he  bought  land  in  Paris  Township,  and  lived 
there  until  his  death  about  1 838.  He  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  became  a  pensioner. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  L.  Selleck, 
was  born  in  Statford,  Conn.,  Sept.  16,  1796,  and 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Oneida  County.  On 
the  3d  of  April,  1822,  he  was  married  to  Nancy 
Wetmore,  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  the  place  of 
her  nativity.  Her  parents,  Elisha  and  Cynthia 
*  Wetmore,  were  natives  of  New  England,  and  pio- 
neers of  Oneida  County,  where  they  spent  their 
last  years.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sel- 
leck settled  on  his  father's  homestead,  and  resided 
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there  until  the  spring  of  1836,  when  they  started 
for  the  Territory  of  Michigan  with  their  six  chil- 
dren,  coming  via  the  Erie  Canal  to  Syracuse,  thence 
by  the  Oswego  Canal,  Lake  Ontario,  Welland  Canal 
and  Lake  Erie  to  Toledo,  whence  they  came  to  Len- 
awee County  by  means  of  an  ox-team,  arriving  in 
Woodstock  on  the  8th  of  June.  The  father  of  our 
subject  had  in  a  previous  visit  to  this  county 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now^  Woodstock, 
a  few  acres  of  which  were  cleared,  and  the  frame 
for  a  barn,  and  a  plank  house  had  been  erected. 
The  family  moved  into  the  house,  and  he  at  once 
commenced  clearing  a  farm,  and  later  bought  more 
land,  but  in  the  fall  of  1839  he  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty there,  and  removed  to  Adrian  Township,  where 
he  bought  160  acres  of  land  on  the  x)lank  road  tw^o 
miles  from  the  village.  Quite  a  tract  of  land  had 
been  improved,  and  besides  a  barn  there  was  on  it 
a  log  house,  which  the  family  occupied  until  1841, 
and  then  built  a  substantial  frame  house.  They  re- 
sided there  a  number  of  years,  and  improved  the 
greater  part  of  the  land,  but  subsequently  Mr.  Sel- 
leck sold  out,  and  with  his  family  removed  into  the 
city  of  Adrian,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his 
death,  in  February,  1881 ;  his  wife  had  died  three 
years  previously. 

Morris  Selleck,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
eleven  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  which  was  then  under  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment. The  trip  from  New  York  was  an  enjoy- 
able one  for  him,  and  the  various  incidents  of  the 
journey  made  an  ineffaceable  impression  on  his 
young  mind.  The  almost  trackless  wilderness  in 
which  the  family  settled  contained  deer,  turkeys, 
and  wild  animals  of  all  kinds,  which,  with  the  few 
remaining  Indians,  were  the  principal  inhabitants. 
His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  pioneer 
schools,  and  the  school-house  which  he  first  at- 
tended was  constructed  of  logs,  and  furnished  with 
home-made  seats,  and  the  bench  used  by  the  pupils 
when  writing  was  made  of  a  rough  board  supported 
by  poles  that  were  inserted  in  holes  bored  in  the 
logs.  When  out  of  school  he  assisted  his  father  in 
clearing  the  land,  often  being  called  on  to  drive  the 
oxen,  which  his  father  used  entirely  at  first  for  farm- 
ing, milling,  marketing  and  church  going.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  then 
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commenced  working  out  b}^  the  month,  and  con- 
tinned  thus  employed  until  his  marriage  in  1849, 
wheji  Olive  Arobelle  Shaw  became  his  wife,  No- 
vember 14.  She  was  born  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  29, 1834,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Es- 
ther (Conklin)  Shaw,  the  former  born  near  Saratoga 
Springs,  and  the  latter  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
After  their  marriage  her  parents  continued  to  reside 
in  Saratoga  County  until  1835,  when  they  removed 
to  Castile,  in  the  same  State,  W'here  they  purchased 
a  farm  of  fifty  acres  from  the  Wadsworth  estate, 
and  four  years  later  they  started  with  a  team  for 
Michigan.  Arriving  at  Buffalo  they  embarked,  team 
and  all,  in  a  steamer  for  Toledo,  thence  proceeded 
with  the  team  to  Hanover,  Jackson  County,  w^here 
Mr.  Shaw  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
erected  a  log  house ;  the  family  in  the  meantime 
occupied  a  log  house  with  another  family.  He 
cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  remained 
there  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  Sept.  15,  1877, 
after  which  he  purchased  a  house  in  the  village  of 
Hanover,  where  his  death  occurred  Feb.  22,  1884. 
His  father,  Thomas  Shaw,  was  of  English  ancestry^ 
and  his  last  years  were  spent  in  Chautauqua  County. 
Mrs.  Selleck's  maternal  grandfather  was  born  in 
France,  and,  coming  to  America  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  he  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  was  made  a  pensioner ;  he  was  a  merchant  by 
occupation,  and  the  last  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  Norwalk,  Ohio;  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many. 

After  their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  bride 
settled  on  the  place  which  they  now  own  and  oc- 
cupy, which  was  then  heavily  timbered  land,  and 
not  a  tree  of  it  had  been  marred  by  the  ax.  Tliey 
occupied  a  log  house  with  another  family  until  Mr. 
Selleck  could  build  a  frame  house  on  his  own  land, 
and  in  the  course  of  time,  as  money  grew  more 
plentiful  wath  him,  he  purchased  more  land,  and 
now  is  the  proprietor  of  206  acres,  150  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  In  1868  he  erected  a  large 
frame  house,  and  the  barn  which  was  built  prior  to 
that  time  has  since  been  remodeled  and  enlarged, 
so  that  now^  his  improvements  compare  favorably 
with  any  in  the  county.  Besides  his  farm  our  sub- 
ject owns  -a  steam  gristmill  in  Clayton,  which  he  is 
now  refitting  with  the  latest  improved  machinery. 


Our  subject  has  traveled  quite  extensively  in  the 
United  States.  In  1876,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
he  visited  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia, 
and  his  old  home  in  New  York  State,  and  later  he 
made  an  extended  tour  to  the  Pacific  Slope,  visiting 
on  the  way  Nebraska  and  Colorado,  where  he  as- 
cended Pike's  Peak,  and  explored  the  gold  mines. 
In  Utah  he  visited  Salt  Lake  City,  where  he  at- 
tended the  Mormon  Church,  and  bathed  in  Salt 
Lake;  then,  Crossing  the  Rockies,  he  stopped  at 
Sacramento  and  San  Francisco,  and  from  there  he 
went  via  steamer  to  Oregon,  and  thence  to  the  head 
of  navigation  on  the  Columbia  River.  Returning 
to  vSan  Francisco  he  started  on  his  return  trip  via  the 
Santa  Fe  Railway,  visiting  the  principal  points  of 
interest  in  Southern  California,  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona.  During  the  journey  he  wrote  many  inter- 
esting letters,  describing  the  principal  scenic  fea- 
tures and  the  people  whom  he  met  on  his  travels. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  SelJeck  have  an  adopted  son,  James 
B.  Mrs.  Selleck  is  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  of  Rollin  Center,  and  is 
held  in  high  estimation  for  her  amiable  character. 
In  politics  Mr.  Selleck  is  a  Republican,  having  affili- 
ated with  that  party,  and  warmly  advocated  its 
principles  since  its  organization. 


^^EORGE  N.  TORREY  took  possession  of  his 
III  (^w?  V^^^^^^^  homestead  on  section  25,  in  Rome 

v^^  Township,  in  the  spring  of  1869,  having  re- 
moved from  a  farm  a  half  mile  west.  He  has  here 
eighty  acres  of  good  land  with  suitable  buildings, 
and  ranks  among  the  thrifty  and  well-to-do  men  of 
this  section  of  country.  He  has  known  no  other 
home  than  this  county,  having  been  born  here  April 
1,  1835,  and  here  has  thus  far  passed  his  life. 

Noah  Torrey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent 
his  bojdiood  and  youth,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
a  blacksmith,  which  had  been  the  occupation  of  his 
father  of  the  same  name.  Noah,  Jr.,  in  the  spring 
of  1830  left  his  native  State  for  the  West,  and  upon 
reaching  Adrian,  engaged  at  his  trade,  and  in  time 
put  up  a  shop.  In  1844  he  removed  to  Rome 
Township,  and  seven  years  later  crossed  the  Missis- 
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sippi  and  spent  several  years  in  Colorado,  after 
which  he  went^in  1851  to  California,  and  remained 
until  1 855.  Upon  returning  to  this  county,  he  staid 
here  until  fall,  then  went  to  Colorado  and  lived 
until  1880.  Returning,  he  took  up  his  residence 
with  his  son,  where  he  spent  the  last  six  years  of 
his  life,  and  died  on  the  3d  of  January,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  formerly  Miss  Thankful  Howes,  and  was  born 
in  New  York;  her  father,  Ezra  Howes,  was  a  ship 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  spent  his  last  years  in 
Adrian. 

Mr.  Torrey,  of  our  sketch,  started  out  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  engaged  to  work  by 
the  month.  His  education  w^as  acquired  in  the  dis- 
trict school  and  the  High  School  at  Adrian,  and  he 
was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  Oct.  15, 
1862,  to  Miss  Harriet  L,  daughter  of  E.  L.  and 
Nancy  Selleck,  and  sister  of  Charles  W.  Selleck,  of 
Adriau.  Upon  becoming  a  voter,  he  identified  him- 
self with  the  Democratic  party,  of  whose  principles 
he  has  since  been  a  stanch  defender. 

Mrs.  Torrey  was  born  Oct.  28,  1840,  and  con- 
tinued with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  The 
only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Torrey,  Ethel  I.,  was 
born  Aug.  31,  1882.  Our  subject  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  a  period  of  twen- 
ty-four years,  and  belongs  at  present  to  Adrian 
Lodge  No.  19. 


,j^yj\  ARVIN  HOWARD  came  from  the  Mohawk 
ll\i   ^^^l^y  (l"»"ing  the  early  settlement  of  this 
f      1^  county,   and    after   some   years   spent    in 
f  Manchester,    he  located   near  its  northern 

line,  first  in  Cambridge  Township,  and  afterward  in 
Tecumseh  Township,  of  which  he  is  now  a  resident. 
His  birth  took  place  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  12,  1809,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Joseph  aud 
Nancy  (Smith)  Howard,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  and  the  latter  of  Scipio,  in  the 
same  State.  Joseph  Howard  was  killed  while  serv- 
ing in  the  War  of  1812,  leaving  his  widow  with 
four  small  children.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band Mrs.  Howard  continued  in  Herkimer  County, 
and  was  married  again  to  a  Mr.  West.     The  chil- 


dren  were  subsequently  scattered  among  strangers, 
and  our  subject,  Marvin,  was  reared  by  Asa  Smith, 
of  Herkimer  County,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
reaching  manhood. 

The  foster  father  of  young  Floward  died  when 
the  latter  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  then,  the 
farm  being  sold,  our  subject  was  compelled  to  start 
out  on  his  own  account.  He  was  employed  as  a 
farm  laborer  by  the  month  in  his  native  State  until 
January,  1833,  when  he  found  his  way  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  making  his  first  stop  in  the 
unpretending  hamlet  of  Manchester,  where  he  con- 
tinued engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  located 
a  quarter  section  of  land.  This  he  sold  two  years 
later,  and  purchased  another  tract  four  miles  west 
of  Manchester,  and  which  consisted  of  eighty 
acres.  Upon  this  he  effected  good  improvements, 
planting  an  orchard,  putting  up  a  set  of  comforta- 
ble farm  buildings,  and  making  a  snug  and  pleasant 
home  for  his  little  family.  After  a  residence  here 
of  twenty  years  he  sold  out,  and  purchased  a  fine 
tract  of  200  acres  near  Springville,  in  Cambridge 
Township,  which  he  occupied  until  his  removal  to 
his  present  farm,  which  contains  sixty  acres,  and  is 
located  about  one  mile  west  of  the  village  of  Te- 
cumseh. Here  also  Mr.  Howard  has  built  up  a 
good  home,  and  iu  the  enjoyment  of  a  competence 
will  spend  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  comfort. 

After  his  removal  to  the  West,  there  occurred  in 
the  life  of  our  subject  perhaps  one  of  its  most  in- 
teresting and  important  events,  and  which  had 
much  to  do  in  shaping  his  future  course.  This  was 
his  marriage,  in  December,  1835,  with  Miss  Lavina 
Reed,  of  Manchester,  who  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  became  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren. Their  elder  son,  Albeit  R.,  died  when  two 
and  one-half  years  old,  and  the  other,  Orlando  P., 
after  reaching  manhood,  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Weadhead,  and  died  in  1870,  leaving  one  son, 
Albert  O.  The  mother  followed  her  children  to 
the  better  land  in  the  summer  of  1871. 

Mr.  How^ard,  now  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of 
his  age,  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  bids  fair  to  shed  the 
light  of  his  countenance  upon  the  people  of  his 
community  for  many  years  to  come.  He  has  been 
quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  representing  Cam- 
bridge  Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
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and  serving  as  Township  Clerk  and  Commissioner 
of  Highways,  holding  the  latter  office  twelve  years. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  continued  a  Democrat  for  a  number 
of  years.  Later  he  wheeled  into  the  Republican 
ranks,  but  the  past  few  years  his  warm  interest  in 
the  temperance  moVement  has  caused  him  to  take 
sides  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  was  one  of  the 
eleven  who  effected  the  organization  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Manchester,  and  soon  afterward  was  ap- 
pointed Deacon,  which  office  he  held  until  his 
removal  to  Cambridge.  He  subsequently  identified 
himself  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  Tecumseh,  of 
which  he  still  remains  a  member. 


-€• 


JOSIAH  METCALF,  a  respected  resident,  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  located  on  section  35, 
Seneca  Township,  owns  forty  acres  of  finely 
improved  land,  well  cultivated  and  provided 
with  buildings  suitable  for  agricultural  operations. 
Coming  to  this  county  in  1852,  Mr.  Metcalf  has 
made  this  township  his  home  with  scarcely  any  in- 
terruption since  that  time. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Mary  (Newell)  Metcalf,  the  former  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  in  Ashland  Coun- 
ty, Ohio.  When  but  six  weeks  old  William  Metcalf 
left  the  Keystone  State  with  his  parents,  who  settled 
near  Ashland,  Ohio,  whence  the}^  removed  in  1852, 
and  coming  to  Lenawee  County  settled  in  Seneca 
Township.  They  engaged  with  characteristic  energy 
in  the  work  of  building  up  a  home  and  educating 
their  family,  and  lived  to  see  the  desire  of  their 
hearts  accomplished.  Mr.  Metcalf  passed  away  to 
the  silent  land  in  1869,  while  his  widow  still  sur- 
vives. Their  family  comprised  seven  children,  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  eldest.  Josiah  Metcalf  was  born  in  Ashland 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1837,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving  such  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  that  time  as  could  be  ob- 
tained. He  remained  in  Ohio  until  he  had  reached 
his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Lenawee  County. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  1859,  in  Osseo,  Hillsdale 
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Co.,  Mich.,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  H.,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  A. 
(Harper)  Seeley,  natives  of  New  York,  whence 
they  migrated,  in  1854,  to  this  county,  settling  in 
Dover  Township.  They  subsequently  removed  to 
Seneca  Township,  and  are  now  residents  of  Morenci. 
Their  family  included  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters — William  E.,  Mary  H.,  Ellen  M., 
Isaac  (deceased)  and  Hamlin.  Mrs.  Metcalf  was 
the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  in  the  parental 
family,  and  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  26,  1841.  In  her  early  days  she  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  better  class  of  schools  in  that  State, 
and  being  bright  and  intelligent  received  a  good 
education  before  coming  to  this  county.  She  and 
her  husband  have  become  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, whom  they  named  as  follows:  Lozelle  C, 
Rosa,  Lilly,  Otho,  Stella  and  Ole.  Rosa  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  Plum mer,  and  resides  in  Chesterfield, 
Ohio;  the  remainder  of  the  children  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Metcalf  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years,  and  in  order  to  better 
further  the  cause  of  education  he  has  accepted  the 
office  of  School  Director.  He  took  the  census  of 
his  township  for  the  current  decade.  In  politics  he 
is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  fearlessly  advo- 
cating what  he  believes  to  be  the  right,  not  only  in 
politics  but  in  all  his  business  relations.  This 
course  has  naturally  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
into  contact,  socially  or  in  business. 


^- 


^^^  OLOMON    WOLF.     The   subject   of    this 
^^;^     sketch  came   to   this  county  in    1848,  and 
|u/)))  not  long  afterward  felled  the  first  tree  upon 
the    land    which     constitutes    his    present 
homestead.     Although   the  face   of  the   country  at 
that  time  was  considerably  changed  from  its  primi- 
tive condition,  still  the  pioneer  daj^s  had  not  gone 
by,  and  Mr.  Wolf,  with  his  young  family,  had  their 
full  share  of  privation  and  hardship.     Our  subject 
toiled  industriously  upon  the  eighty  acres  of  unim- 
proved land  which  he  had  purchased,  and  has  now 
all  but  twenty  acres  cleared,  with  five  acres  of  choice 
sugar  maples.     These  trees  he  utilizes  in  the  manu- 
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factiire  of  syrup  and  sugar,  which  each  year  yield 
him  handsome  returns. 

The  Wolf  family  is  of  German  ancestry,  pos- 
sessing all  the  sturdy  and  reliable  traits  of  their 
forefathers.  George  and  Nancy  (Gerwell)  Wolf, 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Cum- 
berland County,  Pa.,  and  Virginia,  respectively, 
and  removed  with  their  parents  to  Ohio  before  their 
marriage.  After  uniting  their  lives  and  fortunes 
they  settled  in  Ashland  County,  where  the  father 
died  June  11,  1864,  when  sixty-nine  years  of  age. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in  Ash- 
land County,  Ohio,  and  has  now  reached  her  eighty- 
third  year.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
six  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  eight  are 
living,  and  residents  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  Ohio  and 
Michigan.  Grandfather  Gerwell  was  a  witness  of 
the  massacre  at  Ft.  Meigs,  but  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  escape. 

Solomon  Wolf  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Wayne  (now  Ashland)  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1826.  He  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  after  the  manner  of  most 
farmers'  sons,  acquiring  a  limited  education  in  the 
district  school  and  working  with  his  father  until 
after  reaching  his  majority.  The  next  important 
event  of  his  life  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia 
Van  Sickle,  which  occurred  Nov.  1,  1849.  Mrs. 
Wolf  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary 
(Straight)  Van  Sickle,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  but 
who  were  married  in  New  York  State,  and  from 
there  removed  first  to  Ohio  and  then  to  this  county. 
Mr.  Van  Sickle  built  up  a  good  homestead,  where 
he  spent  many  long  and  useful  years'  and  died  in 
May,  1885,  when  eighty-four  years  old;  the  mother 
is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead,  and  is  in  the 
eighty-second  year  of  her  age. 

Mrs.  Wolf  w^as  the  eldest  child  in  a  family  of 
two  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  was  born  in  De- 
cember, 1827.  She  was  reared  to  womanhood  in 
Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  having  the  common  edu- 
cational advantages  and  being  trained  by  an  excel- 
lent mother  to  the  various  duties  pertaining  to  the 
good  housewife.  She  continued  under  the  parental 
roof  until  her  marriage,  and  soon  afterward  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wolf  took  possession  of  their  farm,  which 
it  18  hardly  necessary  to  say  bore  at  that  time  little 
.^# . ^ 


resemblance  to  its  present  condition.  They  labored 
together  many  years,  and  the  wife  and  mother 
passed  away  at  the  homestead  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1885.  Their  eldest  son,  George,  married  Miss 
Estella  Camburn,  and  is  a  painter  in  Seneca  Town- 
ship; Nancy  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Tuttle,  and  has  one 
child,  a  son,  Floyd;  William  married  Miss  Ida  Van 
Sickle,  and  they  reside  on  the  homestead. 

Mr.  Wolf  takes  life  easily  and  sensibly,  and  has 
given  into  the  hands  of  his  son  the  principal  care 
and  responsibility  of  the  farm  operations.  He  is  a 
life-long  Democrat  and  an  earnest  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  his  party,  although  never  making  him- 
self conspicuous  in  political  matters. 
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l^=>^.ATHANIEL  LANE,  a  machinist   living  at 
l|     jji  Hudson,  became  a  resident  of  the   township 


ji\J^  in  1834.  He  was  born  in  Enfield,  Hamp- 
shire Co.,  Mass.,  July  1,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
Bereah  H.  and  Phebe  (Parkman)  Lane,  both  natives 
of  the  same  place.  His  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Lane, 
also  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  farmer  and  cat- 
tle-dealer, and  resided  in  Enfield  until  1834,  when 
he  came  to  this  county  with  his  family,  and  located 
on  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Hudson.  He 
erected  a  small  frame  house  on  the  land  now  occupied 
by  the  Comstock  House,  where  he  remained  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1800,  and 
was  reared  in  his  native  town,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  pursued 
until  the  spring  of  1834,  when  he  came  to  this 
county,  and  entered  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment one  mile  south  of  the  present  village  of 
Hudson.  He  soon  exchanged  160  acres  of  it  for 
eighty  acres  now  included  in  the  village,  lying 
north  of  Main  street.  On  it  was  a  log  cabin,  which 
was  then  the  only  dwelling  where  the  city  of  Hud- 
son now  stands.  After  erecting  a  sawmill,  the  first 
in  the  vicinity,  he  returned  to  Massachusetts  for  his 
.family,  coming  back  with  his  wife  and  two  children 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  On  their  way  they 
staid  for  a  short  time  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  from  there 
journeyed  to  this  town  with  an  ox-team,  and  at  once 
took  possession  of   the  log  cabin,  and  commenced 
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clearing  the  land.  In  dne  course  of  time  other  set- 
tlers moved  in  and  took  up  sections,  or  parts  of 
sections,  of  land  near  his;  the  forests  were  elimi- 
nated, verdant  and  smiling  fields  taking  their  places ; 
the  log  houses  which  were  the  first  habitations  of 
the  new-comers  were  replaced  b3^  frame  houses 
neatly  and  tastily  constructed,  and  churches,  schools, 
warehouses  and  manufactories  sprang  up  as  if  by 
magic. 

The  father  of  this  town,  as  Bereah  H.  Lane  may  be 
justly  termed,  witnessed  during  his  half  century's 
residence  here  its  development  from  a  wilderness, 
with  his  rude  log  house  as  a  nucleus,  to  a  thriving 
city  of  3,000  inhabitants.  In  this  wondrous  change 
he  took  a  prominent  part,  always  aiding  financially, 
or  otherwise,  anything  that  would  add  to  its  ad- 
vancement. The  first  election  in  Hudson  was  held 
in  his  house,  and  at  that  time  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  When  a  post-office  was  established 
here,  it  was  named  Lanesville  in  his  honor,  and  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster,  an  office  which  he  held  a 
number  of  years.  He  died  here  in  November,  1887, 
mourned  not  only  by  his  family,  but  by  the  entire 
community,  who  held  him  in  the  highest  respect  and 
esteem,  and  who  have  always  a  kindly  word  to 
speak  in  praise  of  his  memory.  He  was  a  member 
of  Hudson  Lodge  No.  26,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he 
served  as  Noble  Grand.  His  first  wife  died  leaving 
three  children — Anna  Maria,  Nathaniel  and  Edward 
P. ;  the  eldest  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
and  the  youngest  when  two  years  old.  He  was  mar- 
ried a  second  time,  to  Julia  Anderson,  a  native  of 
New  York  State;  she  is  now  living  in  Adrian. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  only  one 
of  whom  is  now  living,  Theresa,  the  wife  of  C.  W^. 
Rose,  of  Adrian. 

Nathaniel  Lane,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
four  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  county.  The 
Indians,  who  had  not  yet  forsaken  their  original 
haunts,  were  occasional  visitors  at  the  cabin,  while 
wild  game  was  plentiful,  and  held  a  prominent  place 
in  their  daily  fare.  Our  subject  was  a  pupil  of  the 
first  school  ever  taught  in  the  village,  and  which 
was  held  in  an  unfinished  frame  house  that  was  be- 
ing built  for  a  residence  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river.  As  soon  as  large  enough  he  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm,  remaining  at  home  until  eighteen 
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years  of  age,  when,  a  farmer's  life  having  no  attrac- 
tion for  him,  and  in  order  that  his  natural  aptitude 
for  mechanics  might  be  developed,  he  went  to 
Newark,  Ohio,  to  learn  the  machinist's  trade.  Af- 
ter spending  a  year  there,  he  went  to  Urbana,  a  few 
miles  away,  where  he  pursued  the  same  vocation 
for  a  year,  and  the  succeeding  six  months  he  spent 
in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Then  journeying  westward  across 
the  Mississippi  River,  he  located  in  St.  Louis,  whence 
after  a  brief  stay  he  removed  to  Chicago,  111.,  then 
a  straggling  village,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned  to  Hud- 
son, and  formed  a  partnership  with  Franklin  Smith, 
who  was  already  established  in  a  machine-shop  here. 
Their  partnership  extended  over  a  period  of  a  little 
more  than  two  years,  when  Mr.  Lane  bought  out 
his  partner's  interest.  In  1863  he  went  to  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  as  an  expert  machinist  in  the  employ 
of  the  Government,  and  continued  there  in  its  serv- 
ice until  the  close  of  the  war,  then  returned  to 
Hudson  and  re-opened  his  machine-shop,  and  has 
since  carried  on  here  a  lucrative  business. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  May, 
1858,  to  Martha  Fuller,  a  native  of  Calhoun  County, 
Mich.  Nathaniel  Fuller,  her  grandfather,  spent  his 
last  years  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  that 
county  her  father,  Lewis  Fuller,  was  born  and  grew 
to  manhood.  When  twentj^-four  years  old  he  re- 
moved to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Judge  Williams,  who  died  two 
years  after  her  marriage.  His  second  wife,  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Lane,  w^as  Chloe  Lee,  a  native  of 
Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mehit- 
able  (Henniker)  Lee.  William  Henniker,  the  great- 
grandfather of  Mrs.  Lane,  was  a  native  of  New  En- 
gland, and  a  pioneer  settler  of  Batavia,  and  her 
grandparents  spent  their  last  years  in  Greece,  Mon- 
roe Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  came  to  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory in  1835,  and  first  located  in  Calhoun  County, 
being  pioneers  there.  Her  father  bought  timbered 
land  and  resided  there  until  1851,  when  he  removed 
to  Hillsdale  County,  and  in  1857  came  to  this 
county  and  resided  here  some  years,  then  returned 
to  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  died  June  27,  1887. 
Mrs.  Fuller  now  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Lane.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children 
— Annie  and  Gracie  May. 
■» 
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As  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  the 
county,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  estimable  citizens, 
Mr.  Lane  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  com- 
munity, where  he  is  well  sustaining  the  reputation 
of  his  father  for  integrity,  public-spiritedness  and 
open-hearted  hospitality.  Mrs.  Lane  is  held  in 
equal  estimation  with  her  husband,  and  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
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ERRFTT  H.  HIGBY,  a  manufacturer  of  all 
kinds  of  hard  and  soft  wood  lumber,  whose 
mills  are  located  near  the  tracks  of  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  and  Wabash 
Railroads,  in  Adrian,  is  a  gentleman  who  has  been 
and  is  a  prominent  figure  in  the  commercial  circles 
of  this  city.  He  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  born  in  Wayne  County^  Jan.  23, 
1844.  His  parents,  Hiram  M.  and  Polly  H.  (Harris) 
Higby,  were  natives  of  the  same  State,  where  the 
former  was  born  June  8,  1820;  he  died  Jan.  12, 
1886.  After  their  marriage  the  parents  settled 
permanently  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  tliey 
remained  until  1844,  in  which  year  they  removed 
to  Lenawee  County,  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
Madison  Township,  south  of  the  city  of  Adrian.  On 
this  farm  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days, 
the  father  being  one  of  the  successful  and  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  the  county,  widely  known  and 
universally  esteemed. 

Merritt  H.  Higby,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
but  an  infant  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  this 
county.  His  boyhood  w^as  passed  upon  his  father's 
farm,  and  he  attended  the  district  schools,  after 
which  he  became  a  student  in  Hillsdale  College, 
where  he  pursued  his  studies  for  a  time,  and  then 
returned  to  the  farm.  In  1870  Mr.  Higby  em- 
barked in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  walnut  lumber 
and  logs,  dealing  largely  at  Michigan,  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  and  shipping  to  Eastern  points.  In  1881 
he  established  a  sawmill  at  Ogden  Station,  which  he 
operated  until  1887,  when  he  erected  his  present 
mill  in  Adrian.  This  sawmill,  located  in  East 
Adrian,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  the 
boilers  being  of  the  best  manufacture,  and  the 
engine  a  double   cylinder,  which    was   built   after 


plans  drawn  by  Mr.  Higby.  The  mill  throughout 
is  supplied  with  the  latest  machinery,  and  is  of 
most  wonderful  capacit3^  The  engine  was  planned 
by  Mr.  Higby,  and  built  by  George  Hoxie,  of 
Holloway,  and  is  the  first  of  the  kind  used  in  the 
State.  The  engine  and  planing-mill  machinery  are 
on  the  ground  floor,  and  all  the  sawing  of  lumber 
is  done  on  the  second  floor  of  the  mill.  The  carriage 
for  handling  the  logs  is  the  best  used  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  the  mill  throughout  is  furnished 
with  the  most  approved  labor-saving  machinery. 

Mr.  Higby  in  connection  with  his  other  business 
carries  on  an  ashery  on  his  farm,  w^hich  has  a 
capacity  of  one  ton  per  week;  this  part  of  the 
business  is  under  the  supervision  of  A.  W.  Pollock, 
who  has  had  charge  of  it  for  fifteen  years.  The 
potash  produced  is  shipped  to  Philadelphia,  New 
York  and  Boston.  In  his  various  business  enter- 
prises Mr.  Higby  employs  from  forty  to  100  men. 
The  success  he  has  attained  is  largely  due  to  the 
skill  and  judgment  used  in  his  work,  and  in  hand- 
ling his  men.  He  has  now  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  in  Madison  Township,  on  which  are  a  mag- 
nificent residence,  a  substantial  and  commodious 
barn,  and  numerous  other  out-buildings.  The  farm 
is  well  stocked  and  every  feature  denotes  thrift  and 
systematic  care. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1868,  Mr.  Higby  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  H.  Davis,  a  native  of  this 
county,  who  was  born  in  November,  1843,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Amelia  (Van  Ostrand)  Davis. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Emil}^  E.,  living  at  home. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higby  have  known  each  other  almost 
from  infancy,  and  in  their  youth  were  school- 
mates. 


W  EWIS  P.  ONSTED,  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
I  (@  ^"^  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Cambridge 
jlJ=^  Township,  is  pleasantly  located  on  section 
32,  where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  graded  ani- 
mals, including  thoroughbred  sheep.  He  located 
upon  his  present  farm  in  1882,  and  has  eighty  acres 
besides  on  section  29. 

Mr.  Ousted  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Cambridge  Township,  where  he  was  born  at  his 
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father's  homestead,  on  section  83,  April  18,  1847. 
His  father,  Peter  OnstecUa  native  of  Sussex  County, 
N.  J.,  was  born  March  10,  1808,  and  was  the  son 
of  John  Onsted,  who  married  Miss  Nancy  Ann 
Himes,  of  Sparta,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children, 
Peter  being  the  eldest  son  and  third  child.  The 
latter  continued  in  his  native  State  until  twenty-two 
years  old,  then  went  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
six  years  later,  in  the  spring  of  1836,  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  on  section  33,  in  Cambridge 
Township.  He  had  already  visited  the  Territory 
and  selected  his  location,  after  which  be  returned  to 
New  York,  and  made  his  preparations  for  removal. 

The  father  of  our  subject  first  located  1 60  acres, 
and  added  to  his  real  estate  from  time  to  time  until 
he  finally  had  a  farm  of  515  acres,  of  which  he 
cleared  and  improved  140  acres,  and  put  up  a  large 
frame  house  with  birns  and  sheds.  He  was  among 
the  earliest  settlers,  when  Indian  trails  and  blazed 
trees  were  the  only  guides  to  the  traveler  through 
the  wilderness.  At  times  no  provisions  could  be 
had  for  any  amount  of  money,  and  many  new-comers 
suffered  from  hunger  as  well  as  discouragement. 
The  market  at  Adrian  involved  a  two  days'  journey, 
and  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  bushels  of  wheat 
was  a  full  load  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  over  the  terrible 
roads  and  the  hills  which  were  almost  impassable. 
Peter  Onsted  left  Cambridge  Township  in  the 
spring  of  1871,  and  removed  to  the  city  of  Adrian, 
where  he  retired  from  active  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  P^lizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jane  Conklin,  of  Sparta,  N.  J., 
and  she  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Onsted  on  the  21st 
of  March,  1829.  To  them  there  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, recorded  as  follows :  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Pulver,  of  Hillsdale,  and  Mary  Jane,  of  Rich- 
ard Moore,  of  St.  John's;  John  died  when  eighteen 
years  of  age;  Lafayette  is  a  resident  of  Iowa; 
Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  J.  O.  Maxwell,  of  Cambridge ; 
George  H.  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
Rebellion  and  died  at  New  Madrid,  Miss.;  Sarah  is 
the  wife  of  Edwin  A.  Taylor,  of  Cambridge,  and  De- 
lilah, of  Isaac  Russell,  of  the  same  place;  Lewis  is  a 
farmer,  and  Melissa  E.  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Riley, 
of  Cambridge.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Onsted  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  Sept.  30,  1809,  and  died  at  the  old 
homestead   in  Cambridge  Township,  Feb.   3,  1852. 


Peter  Onsted  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Martha,  daughter  of  William  Aldrich,  of  Cambridge, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children.  This  lady  died  in 
Cambridge  Township,  Novl  26, 1870.  Mr.  O.  was 
afterward  married  to  Mrs.  Charlotte  (Houghton) 
Treat,  who  came  to  Michigan  from  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836,  with  her  parents,  who  were  natives 
respectively  of  Vermont  and  New  Jersey. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district  school, 
and  upon  reaching  manhood  he  was  married  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Cambridge  Township,  March 
19,  1869,  to  Miss  Edna,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Esther  (Maxwell)  Powell,  natives  respectively  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey.  They  came  to  Michigan 
with  their  parents  when  young,  and  after  marriage 
located  upon  a  farm  in  Cambridge  Township, 
where  they  are  now  living,  the  father  being  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  sixty-two. 
They  became  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  man}^  years  ago.  Mr.  Powell  has  been 
a  Republican  in  politics  since  the  organization  of 
that  party,  and  is  in  all  respects  a  worthy  and  relia- 
ble citizen.  Mrs.  Onsted  is  the  3^oungest  of  three 
daughters  born  to  her  parents ;  one  sister,  Mrs.  Phebe 
Smith,  is  the  wife  of  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  this  town- 
ship. They  were  educated  in  the  district  school 
and  Mrs.  Onsted  followed  teaching  for  some  time 
before  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Onsted  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  daughter,  Mabel,  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  months.  Peter  H.  continues  at  home  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Onsted  has  hved  in  Cambridge 
Township  since  his  marriage,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  spent  in  Adrian  Township.  He  votes 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  a  man  of  de- 
cided views  and  opinions  who  universally  commands 
respect. 
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eAPT.  CHARLES  H.  DEWEY  comes  from 
New  England  stock,  in  which  conscience 
seems  to  have  been  as  hereditary  as  intelli- 
gence, and  in  which  the  fine  accumulative  results 
of  the  moral  struggles  and  triumphs  of  many  gen- 
erations of  honest  lives  appear  to  have  been  trans- 
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mitted,  in  which  originalit}^  and  practicability  are 
combined  with  an  ambitious  and  energetic  support 
of  action.  These  qualities,  which  have  been  no- 
ticed in  Capt.  Dewey's  individuality,  are  easily 
traced.  Perhaps  there  is  no  one  of  the  old  pioneers 
of  this  county  more  widely  known  or  more  highly 
appreciated  than  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

Capt.  Dewey  was  born  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  July 
25,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Simeon  Dewey,  a  native 
of  Hanover,  in  the  same  State,  who  was  born  Oct. 
7,  1784.  Until  1826  the  family  of  the  elder  Mr. 
Dewey  remained  in  the  Old  Granite  State,  and  then 
removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  made  their  home 
until  1829.  Among  the  little  band  of  pioneers  who 
about  that  year  came  to  Michigan,  and  made 
a  settlement  in  Tecumseh,  was  this  family.  The 
father  purchased  some  480  acres  of  land  about 
a  mile  west  of  the  village  on  sections  29  and  32, 
and  resided  in  Tecumseh  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  Monroe  County,  April  1,  1863.  In 
1806  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsey, 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Susanna  N.  Bigelow, 
of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and  they  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  Charles  H.  being  the  third  son  and  sev- 
enth child. 

Mrs.  Betsey  Dewey  was  a  native  of  Waltham, 
Mass.,  w^here  she  was  born  April  28, 1783,  and  died 
in  this  county.  May  3,  1868.  Charles  resided  with 
his  parents  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  attending  the  district  school  at  Hanover,  N. 
H.,  a  select  school  at  Buffalo,  and  Perley  Bill's 
Academic  School  in  Tecumseh,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  winter  of  1838-39.  About  that 
time  he  commenced  to  read  law  with  the  Hon.  C.  A. 
Stacey,  of  Tecumseh,  which  he  followed  for  about 
two  years,  but  never  made  application  to  be  admitted 
to  the  bar.  In  the  spring  of  1840  he  made  a  trip 
to  Virgil,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  a 
year  in  looking  after  property  belonging  to  his 
father,  and  then  returning  to  Tecumseh,  in  1841, 
he  made  that  his  home  for  two  years.  In  1843  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  7,  in  Cambridge 
Township,  where  he  resided  for  eighteen  years, 
when,  in  1861,  he  sold  out  and  purchased 
another  farm  at  Cambridge  Junction,  where  he 
now  resides.  In  the  year  1869  he  opened  a 
store  for  the  sale  of  general  merchandise  at  Cam- 


bridge Junction,  and  is  still  engaged  there  in 
that  line.  He  has  been  one  of  the  largest  buyers 
and  shippers  of  wool  in  this  locality  for  the  past 
twenty  years. 

In  politics  Capt.  Dewey  is  known  as  an  ardent 
Democrat,  and  has  been  more  or  less  connected 
with  the  politics  of  the  county  since  reaching  his 
majority.  In  1844  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
School  Inspector  of  Cambridge,  which  position  he 
held  continuously  for  some  nineteen  years.  In 
1864  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  State  Senate,  and  subsequently  was 
candidate  for  Representative  in  the  Legislature,  but 
owing  to  his  party  being  largely  in  the  minority  he 
was  not  successful.  He  has  represented  his  town- 
ship as  Supervisor  for  more  than  twenty  years,  four- 
teen of  which  were  consecutive.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  Lenaw^ee  County 
Agricultural  Societj^  of  which  he  was  President 
during  the  years  1864  and  1865,  and  subsequently 
was  a  Director  in  the  State  Agricultural  Society. 

During  the  summer  of  1861,  when  the  dark  cloud 
of  war  overshadowed  our  fair  land,  Mr.  Dewey  with 
commendable  patriotism  offered  his  services  to 
Gov.  Austin  Blair,  the  great  war  Governor  of 
Michigan,  who  commissioned  him  Lieutenant,  and 
ordering  him  on  detached  duty,  made  him  general 
recruiting  officer  for  the  army.  For  three  years  and 
a  half  he  continued  in  this  business,  during  which 
time  he  enlisted  101  men  for  the  United  States 
army,  all  of  w^hom  went  to  the  front  and  partici- 
pated in  the  active  engagements.  He  had  his  head- 
quarters at  Detroit,  but  spent  much  of  his  time  in 
scouring  the  State,  and  discharged  the  onerous  duties 
placed  upon  him  much  to  the  credit  of  himself. 
He  traveled  more  than  8,000  miles  in  procuring 
these  men,  who  were  obtained  at  a  cost  of  about 
121,475.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  received  his 
discharge  and  returned  to  Cambridge  Township. 

Charles  H.  Dewey  and  Miss  Elvira  Moulton  w^ere 
united  in  marriage,  in  Cambridge  Township,  March 
30,  1843.  Mrs.  Dewey  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Arba  N. 
and  Patience  Moulton,  of  Cambridge  Township, 
who  were  married  Feb.  16,  1816.  She  was  born  in 
Union,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  1,  1820,  and  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1835.  For  one 
year  the  family  made  their  home  at  Manhatton,  on 
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Maimiee  Bay,  but  owing  to  sickness  incurred  there 
removed  to  this  count\^  and  township,  settling  on 
section  7.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Greene 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  July  2,  1793, 
and  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  (Grant) 
Moulton,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Scotland 
respectively.  Dr.  Moulton  died  in  South  Haven, 
Mich.,  June  8,  1869.  Mrs.  Moulton,  formerly  Pa- 
tience Virgil,  was  a  native  of  Greene  County,  N. 
Y.,    and  was  born  Jan.  8,  1800. 

The  Captain  and  Mrs.  Dewey  are  parents  of  five 
children — Malinda  P.,  Ander  S.,  Warren  C,  Eliza 
M.  and  Charles  A.  Warren  C.  is  an  attorney,  prac- 
ticing in  New  York  City,  while  the  rest  of  the  chil- 
dren are  residents  of  this  county.  Capt.  Dewey 
has  always  been  verj^  active  in  everything  that 
tended  to  the  benefit  of  the  community,  both  in 
social  and  political  affairs.  Both  he  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  active  and  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  monetary  and 
mercantile  fields  he  is  well  known  to  be  a  man  of  un- 
doubted integrity  and  substantial  business  ability. 
In  his  social  and  public  life,  he  is  one  who  is 
capable  of  forming  his  own  opinions  and  resolutely 
adhering  to  them.  Genial  and  kind  in  all  his  in- 
tercourse with  his  neighbors,  his  number  of  friends 
is  legion. 
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jr^OLLIN  ROBINSON,  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
IJ^^  tiers  of  Palmyra,  came  to  this  section  of 
*^  \V(  country  from  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
^P  he  was  born  June  3,  1810.  His  father. 
Gain  Robinson,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was 
fairly  educated,  and  early  in  life  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter.  He  was  more  than  ordinarily  in- 
telligent, and  subsequently  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  after  his  removal  to  New  York  State, 
practiced  successfully  in  connection  with  farming. 
He  became  a  prominent  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Wayne  County,  where  his  death  took 
place  in  1828,  in  the  sixty-third  3^ear  of  his  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  before  marriage,  was 
Miss  Chloe  Bradish,  also  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  in  the  town  of  Hard  wick,  April  1,  1775.  She 
survived   her   husband   many  years,  and    after    his 

^4# - 


death  returned  to  her  native  State  and  spent  her 
last  years  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  North- 
ampton, where  she  passed  away  in  the  ninety- 
third  year  of  her  age.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  Rollin,  our  subject,  was  the 
seventh.  He  continued  on  the  farm  of  his  parents 
until  fifteen  years  old,  then  removed  with  them  to 
Palmyra,  where  he  continued  his  studies  in  the 
schools  of  the  village,  and  carried  the  Wayne  Weekly 
Sentinel  to  the  subscribers  in  the  town.  He  also 
learned  to  set  type  in  the  office,  which  he  entered 
when  seventeen  years  of  age  as  a  regular  apprentice, 
and  was  thus  occupied  two  years,  and  in  the  mean- 
time assisted  in  the  printing  of  the  first  edition  of 
the  "  Book  of  Mormon,"  or  Gold  Bible,  for  the 
prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  with  whom  young  Robinson 
became  well  acquainted,  and  who  was  a  neighbor 
of  his  father. 

Young  Rollin,  in  1827,  wishing  to  see  something 
of  the  world,  started  out  by  himself,  and  making  a 
tour  of  the  New  England  States,  returned  home  and 
engaged  in  clerking  until  the  fall  of  1832,  when  he 
migrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  He  em- 
ployed himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  in 
the  new  country,  chopping  wood  and  assisting  in 
clearing  land  at  $26  per  month,  and  assisted  in 
the  erection  of  the  first  gristmill  at  Palmyra.  In 
1835  he  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  on  sec- 
tion 22  in  Palmyra  Township,  which  lay  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Raisin  River.  He  put  up  a  good 
house  on  the  place,  which,  however,  he  never  occu- 
pied, but  returning  to  New  York  State,  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  one  summer,  then  re- 
turning to  Michigan,  commenced  operating  as  a 
grain  dealer  in  Adrian.  In  1843  he  was  appointed 
Station  Agent  of  tlie  Michigan  Southern  Railroad 
at  Adrian,  which  position  he  occupied  five  years, 
when  the  State  sold  the  railroad,  and  young  Robin- 
son returning  to  Buffalo,  purchased  a  line  of  canal- 
boats,  and  engaged  in  freighting  on  the  Erie  Canal 
until  1854.  He  afterward  proceeded  to  Chicago 
and  became  agent  for  the  American  Transportation 
Company,  but  in  the  spring  of  1860  he  returned  to 
Michigan  and  resided  in  the  village  of  Palmyra  two 
years,  then  repaired  to  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies. 

Mr.   Robinson  was  the    first  Constable  and  Col- 
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lector  of  Palmyra  after  its  organization  as  a  town- 
ship, and  represented  the  township  several  terms  in 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors;  he  also  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson 
in  the  fall  of  1832.  He  was  directly  opposed  to 
the  extension  of  slavery,  and  for  a  time  was  a  Re- 
publican, but  of  late  years  he  has  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

Our  subject  was  married,  on  the  12th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1 835,  to  Miss  Celestia  Ann,  daughter  of  Ziba 
and  Emma  Corbett,  of  Palmyra,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Margaret 
S.,  who  died  in  Adrian  at  the  age  of  five  years. 
Mrs.  Robinson  was  born  in  Villanova,  Chautauqua 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  3,  1814,  while  her  father,  Ziba 
Corbett,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York  State,  born 
in  1785,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
county.  Ziba  Corbett,  in  1 830,  emigrated  to 
Michigan  at  a  time  vvhen  it  took  a  schooner  a  week 
to  make  the  voyage  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit,  and 
thence  removed  his  family  to  Adrian  with  ox-teams, 
and  located  on  eighty  acres  of  land  near  the  present 
site  of  that  city.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
it  was  then  but  a  mere  hamlet  of  a  few  rudely  con- 
constructed  houses.  Mr.  Corbett  afterward  located 
at  Palmyra,  where  his  death  occurred  April  28, 
1859.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Noble  became 
the  father  of  eleven  children. 

Mrs.  Robinson  died  May  17,  1885,  and  is  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Palmyra.  Mr.  Robinson  is  still 
residing  at  the  old  home  place  on  his  farm  at  Pal- 
myra, enjoying  good  health;  by  his  early  industry 
and  economy  he  succeeded  in  accumulating  a  com- 
petency. 

^^EORGE  F.  WOTRING,  of  the  firm  of  Wot- 
III  ^—^  ring  &  McKimmy,  manufacturers  of  tile  and 
^^5)  brick,  Ogden  Township,  was  born  in  Preston 
County,  Va.,  Aug.  13,  1860.  He  is  the  son  of 
Frederick  Wotring,  and  grandson  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  (Harsh)  Wotring  (for  history  see  sketch  of 
Nicholas  Wotring.) 

Frederick  Wotring,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Preston  County,  Ya.,  in  1808,  and  was  bred 


a  farmer  in  his  native  county,  where  he  married 
Catherine  Rhinehart,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Pres- 
ton County.  Soon  after  marriage  he  bought  a 
tract  of  land  near  Aurora,  in  the  same  county,  and 
was  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1874,  when  he  sold  a  portion  of  his  land,  and  came 
to  Lenawee  County,  arriving  here  in  February  of 
that  year.  Later  in  the  spring  he  bought  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  27  of  Ogden  Township,  which  was 
only  partially  cleared.  .  There  was  a  log  house  on 
the  place,  into  which  he  moved  with  his  family,  and 
there  spent  the  remaining  months  of  his  life,  dying 
in  April,  1875;  his  wife  survives  him,  still  living  on 
the  homestead.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  lived  to  maturity.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  youngest  child  of  the  family,  and  was  in 
his  fourteenth  year  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  this  county.  His  life  while  in  Virginia  had  been 
largely  spent  at  school,  and  after  coming  here  he 
continued  his  education  in  the  district  school,  mean- 
while assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  After  his 
father's  death,  our  subject  lived  with  his  mother 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  then,  with  the  courage  and 
ambition  of  youth,  he  determined  to  become  a  self- 
supporting  member  of  society,  and  accordingly  se- 
curing a  position  as  farm  laborer,  continued  work- 
ing by  the  month  until  1874,  He  then  })urchased 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  36  of  Ogden  Town- 
ship, and  later  bought  two  more  tracts  of  twenty 
acres  each.  In  1886,  having  an  opportunity  to  sell 
at  an  advantage,  he  did  so,  and  invested  in  140 
acres  on  section  25  of  the  same  township,  but  soon 
after  sold  sixty  acres  of  this,  and  bought  a  one-half 
interest  in  the  brick  and  tile  works,  since  which  time 
he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  brick  and  tile 
manufacturing.  Mr.  Wotring's  marriage  was  cele- 
brated Oct.  17,  1886,  with  Miss  Eva  Cheney,  a  na- 
tive of  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  her  birth  occurring 
thei-e  June  9,  1867.  Her  father,  Alpheus  Cheney, 
was  born  in  Lenawee  County,  and  his  father,  John 
Cheney,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  removing  to 
Lenawee  County  in  1832,  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  here  ever  since.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Wot- 
ring was  reared  in  Lenawee  County,  and  removed  to 
Lucas  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Eugenia  DeMott,  a  native  of  that  county,  and 
daughter  of    Ellison  DeMott,  who  was  a  native    of 
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New  York,  and  an  early  pioneer  of  Lucas  County ; 
he  is  now  living  in  Toledo.  When  only  fourteen 
years  of  age,  Mrs.  Wotring  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  her  mother,  from  whom  she  had  received  a  care- 
ful training.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wotring  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  a  son,  Clark  Otis. 

Mr.  Wotring,  though  a  young  man,  has  the  req- 
uisite energy  and  ambition  to  make  him  a  success- 
ful business  man,  and  a  valued  resident  of  the 
township.      In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


^OHN  C.  HOGABOAM,  a  worthy  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  Hudson,  was  born  in  Har- 
ford, N.  Y.,  March  17,  1807.  His  father, 
Jacob  Hogaboam,  was  born  in  Dutchess 
C^nty,  that  State,  while  his  grandfather,  of  Dutch 
ancestry,  married  a  lady  of  English  extraction, 
and  as  far  as  known  spent  his  entire  life  in  Dutchess 
County,  following  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 

Jacob  Hogaboam  was  reared  and  married  in 
Dutchess  County,  then  went  to  Saratoga  County 
previous  to  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and  was 
an  early  settler  in  Harford,  where  he  bought  a  tract 
of  land  and  improved  a  farm,  on  which  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death  in  1822.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Marian  Sprague,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Saratoga  County,  and  daughter  of  David 
Sprague,  a  Presbyterian  preacher,  who  came  from 
Scotland  and  settled  in  that  county,  where  he  held 
the  pastorate  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  long 
period  of  fifty-two  years.  He  was  twice  married 
and  reared  twenty-one  children.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  spent  her  last  days  in  Saratoga  County, 
where  she  died  in  1810.  She  was  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest. 
He  was  but  three  years  old  when  his  mother  died, 
and  he  was  then  cared  for  by  an  elder  sister.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  after  his  father's  death 
he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  carpenter  and 
joiner's  trade.  At  the  close  of  his  three  and  one- 
half  years'  apprenticeship  he  did  journey  work,  and 
when  he  was  twenty-one  he  went  to  Canada  and  lo- 
cated in  Cornwall,  Ontario,  where  he  bought  village 
property  and  built  a  house. 

Previous   to  going   to  Canada  to  settle  our  sub- 


ject  was  married,  Sept.  14,  1826,  to  Miss  Betsey 
Brounell,  of  Osnabruck,  Stormont  County,  Ontario, 
where  she  was  born  July  2,  1806.  Her  parents, 
John  and  Hannah  (Backus)  Brounell,  were  natives 
of  New  York  State,  and  the  former  was  of  English 
descent.  He  removed  from  New  York  to  Canada 
in  1783  and  located  in  Osnabruck.  He  was  a  mill- 
wright by  trade,  but  after  removing  to  Canada  he 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  took  quite  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
and  died  while  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment ;  his  wife  died  on  the  homestead  in  Canada. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  in 
Canada  until  1836,  he  in  the  meantime  industri- 
ously prosecuting  his  trade,  but  in  that  year  he  sold 
his  property  in  Cornwall  and  came  to  Michigan, 
then  a  Territory.  He  first  settled  in  Monroe  and 
worked  as  a  carpenter  until  1840,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  near  Hudson.  He  had  traded  prop- 
erty in  Monroe  for  land  located  on  the  Hillsdale 
side  of  the  county  line,  one  mile  from  Hudson,  and 
he  now  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  Ten  acres 
of  his  land  were  improved  and  the  rest  in  timber. 
He  erected  a  temporary  house  and  located  on  his 
land  but  hired  the  most  of  it  cleared,  while  he  was 
more  profitably  carrying  on  his  trade  of  carpenter 
and  builder  in  the  town  of  Hudson.  He  occupied 
that  farm  for  twenty -one  years,  and  then  sold  it 
and  removed  to  the  village  of  Hudson,  and  has  re- 
sided here  continuously  ever  since.  He  has  always 
been  a  tireless  worker  and  has  secured  a  compe- 
tency. Mr.  Hogaboam  has  witnessed  vvith  interest 
the  growth  of  Hudson  from  a  little  hamlet  with  a 
few  straggling  log  cabins  and  small  frame  houses  to 
a  beautiful  city  with  a  population  of  2,000  people. 
When  he  came  to  the  county  there  was  no  railway 
west  of  Adrian. 

The  wedded  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogaboam  has 
been  blessed  b}^  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely : 
Ruth  C,  the  wife  of  P.  H.  Stroud,  of  Hudson 
Township;  James  Ira,  who  lives  in  Chicago,  and 
tiarriet  L.,  who  lives  at  home  with  her  parents. 
James  is  a  lawyer  by  profession  and  a  man  of  much 
literary  ability;  he  is  the  author  of  a  very  interest- 
ing work  entitled  ''The  History  of  Bean  Creek  Val- 
ley." 

Mr.   and  Mrs.  Hogabeam  are   valued  members  of 
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the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Hudson,  for 
which  they  haye  done  much  to  establish  it  on  a 
firm  foundation.  Mr.  Hogaboam  became  interested 
in  Methodism  and  joined  a  church  of  that  denom- 
ination when  a  young  man,  and  has  ever  since  held 
steadfastly  to  that  faith  and  been  an  ardent  worker 
for  the  church.  There  was  no  church  of  that  sect 
in  the  part  of  Canada  where  he  lived,  although 
there  was  quite  a  congregation,  so  he  started  a  sub- 
scription paper  and  secured  money  enough  to  build 
a  place  of  worship.  Since  coming  to  this  State  he 
has  assisted  in  building  a  church  at  Monroe  and 
also  one  at  Hudson.  In  politics  our  subject  was  in 
early  days  a  Democrat  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Andrew  Jackson,  but  since  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  he  has  given  his  allegiance  to  that 
body.  Our  subject  and  his  wife,  as  the  shadows  of 
life  are  rapidly  lengthening  in  their  near  approach 
to  the  last  milestone  that  marks  the  end  of  aw 
earthly  pilgrimage,  can  peacefully  await  that  great 
end  in  the  happy  consciousness  that  they  have  led 
blameless  lives  and  have  been  of  use  to  those  around 


them. 
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^  j^ILLIAM  H.  FOWLER.  As  one  of  the 
honored  citizens  of  Lenawee  County,  and 
as  a  fine  representative  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Ridgewa}^  Township,  we  are  glad  to 
present  to  his  friends  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of 
William  IL  Fowler.  He  wAs  born  in  Cohocton, 
Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1824,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  a  long  line  of  worthy  ancestry,  charac- 
terized by  much  vigor  of  intellect  and  physique. 

Notable  among  the  descendants  of  this  family  is 
the  celebrated  Prof.  O.  S.  Fowler,  who,  though  of  a 
former  generation,  still  holds  sway  in  the  scientific 
world  as  an  eminent  phrenologist  and  the  author  of 
advanced  ideas  on  the  cranial  struture  of  the  hu- 
man race.  His  father,  Horace  Fowler,  was  a  brother 
of  Levi  Fowler,  father  of  our  subject,  and  his 
mother,  Susan  Fowler,  was  a  sister  to  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  thus  making  them  doubly  con- 
nected; and  we  may  here  remark  that  Mr.  Fow- 
ler's resemblance  to  his  noted  kinsman  is  very 
striking,  especially  about  the  forehead.  The 
parents    of    Mr.    Fowler    were    Levi    and    Anna 
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(Howe)  Fowler,  both  natives  of  New  York,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  June  16,  1774.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  the  following-named  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  :  Temperance,  Electa,  Eme- 
line,  Caroline,  Delia,  Martha,  James,  John,  William 
H.,  Abigail  C,  Thankful,  Mary  J.  and  Salome  Ann. 

In  1837  the  parents  of  our  subject  removed  with 
their  family  to  Michigan,  and  settled  on  an  un- 
broken tract  of  land  in  the  forest  near  the  town  of 
Liberty,  Jackson  County,  and  built  for  their  shelter 
a  log  cabin  with  a  chimney  made  of  sticks  and  mud. 
Although  that  was  the  year  in  which  Michigan  was 
admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  the  interior 
of  the  State  had  for  several  years  been  opened  to 
settlement,  and  settlers  had  been  steadily  pouring 
in  from  the  Eastern  States,  yet  the  population  was 
scattered,  and  pioneer  conditions  still  obtained.  The 
settlers  who  sought  these  new  fields  had,  in  the  words 
of  a  recent  writer,  ^'to  battle  for  everything  with 
nature  and  the  savage,"  for  large  tracts  of  forest 
were  still  uncleared,  and  remnants  of  the  Indian 
tribes  who  had  been  removed  beyond  the  Mississippi 
still  lurked  in  their  old  haunts.  Four  j^ears  after 
their  settlement  in  Liberty  Township  the  father 
died,  in  February,  1842,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Fowler  went 
to  live  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Martha  Andrews, 
finally  removing  with  her  to  Jonesville,  Hillsdale 
County,  and  there  died  at  an  advanced  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fowler  were  worthy  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  were  much  respected  for 
their  sterling  integrity. 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  child  of  his  parents, 
and  in  their  busy  household  he  was  early  trained  to 
ways  of  usefulness,  nor  was  his  mental  educa- 
tion neglected,  and  being  naturally  an  observing 
and  intelligent  lad,  he  made  good  use  of  the  time 
spent  in  the  district  school.  He  was  thirteen  years 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan, and  in  the  township  of  Liberty  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  there  was  married,  Nov.  26,  1848,  to  Miss 
Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Susan  (Hitch- 
cox)  Root,  natives  of  New  York.  She  was  born 
in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  18,  1830,  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  Liberty  Township,  Jackson  Co., 
Mich.,  in  1840.     Her  father  died   on   the   farm  at 
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about  threescore  years  of  age,  while  her  mother 
died  in  Lenawee  County,  near  the  city  of  Adrian, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  Mrs.  Fowler  received  a 
careful  home  training,  and  a  good  education,  which 
well  fitted  her  for  the  duties  of  school  teaching, 
which  profession  she  pursued  some  years  before  her 
marriage. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fowler  set- 
tled in  Liberty  Township,  and  lived  for  nine  years, 
after  which  they  removed  to  Madison  Township. 
Since  the  year  1 S6 1  Mr.  Fowler  has  confined  his  at- 
tention exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
1866  he  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns  on  sec- 
tion 19  of  Ridge  way  Township.  The  farm  contains 
sixty-six  acres  of  good  land,  which  by  wise  man- 
agement, and  an  intelligent  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  govern  the  tillage  of  the  soil,  Mr. 
Fowler  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  has  a  fine  residence,  beautifull}^  located,  and 
commodious  farm  buildings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fowler  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Ida  A.,  who  is  deceased;  Charles  L.,  who 
assists  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  Eva  E.,  who  is 
attending  school  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  from  which  she 
will  be  graduated  this  year  (1888).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fowler  are  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Fowler  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  advocates 
the  principles  of  the  party  with  zeal  and  intelligence. 


^j  APT.  JEHU  F.  WOTRING,  the  subject 
(li  r  ^^  ^^^  following  biography,  is  a  farmer  re- 
^^  siding  in  Ogden  Township.  He  was  born 
in  Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  March  18,  1834,  and 
his  father,  Abraham  S.  Wotring,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county,  while  his  grandfather,  also  Abra- 
ham Wotring,  it  is  thought  was  born  in  Maryland, 
and  resided  for  many  years  in  Frederick  County, 
that  State,  but  removed  from  there  to  Virginia  and 
settled  in  Preston  County,  where  he  bought  quite 
a  large  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land.  He  was  a 
tanner  by  trade  and  established  a  tannery  on  his 
farm,  and  superintended  the  work  of  that,  besides 
attending  to  his  farm,  until  his  death.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject, 
was  Mary  Smith.     She  was  born  near  the  boundary 


line  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and    died    on    the 
homestead  in  Preston  County.     Abraham  S.    Wot- 
ring, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  his  native  town,  after   which  he  bought  a 
I   tract  of  partially  improved  land,  and  resided  there 
I   until  1846,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Mar- 
I   ion  County,  afterward  named  Taylor   Count^^   W. 
I   Va.,  and  bought  a  farm  four  miles  from  Grafton, 
where  he  still  resides.     The  maiden  name   of   his 
wife  was  Ruth   Hood,   who   was  also  a   native   of 
Preston  County,  and  is  still  living.     They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  lived   to  ma- 
turity. 

Our  subject,  Jehu  F.  Wotring,  was  the  eldest  child 
of  his  parents,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  had  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  blacksmith-shop.  He  worked 
diligently  at  the  anvil,  and  when  he  had  mastered 
the  details  of  the  trade,  started  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  In  1854  he  secured  employment 
in  the  shops  of  the  Baltimore  &,  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  Grafton,  Va.,  and  continued  working  there 
until  the  shops  were  captured  by  the  rebels  during 
the  earl}'  part  of  the  late  Rebellion.  He  then  in- 
vested a  part  of  his  accumulated  capital  in  a  farm 
within  nine  miles  of  Terra  Alta,  Preston  County, 
and  there  erecting  a  smithy,  was  soon  engaged  in  the 
two  branches  of  industry,  farming  and  blacksmith- 
ing.  He  continued  thus  employed  until  the  spring 
of  1864,  when  at  the  request  of  Gen.  Pierpont,  he 
assisted  Capt.  J.  S.  Hyde  in  recruiting  a  company, 
and  then  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service. 
This  company  was  designated  as  Company  L,  and 
was  attached  to  the  6th  West  Virginia  Cavalry,  and 
after  the  consolidation  of  the  5th  and  6th  Cavalry, 
it  became  Company  E.  Mr.  Wotring  was  mustered 
in  as  a  private,  but  in  a  few  days  was  made  First 
Lieutenant,  and  ere  long  received  a  second  w^ell 
merited  promotion,  and  became  Capt.  Wotring. 
He  was  captured  at  New  Creek,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  27, 
1864,  and  was  confined  in  the  rebel  prisons  of  Libby 
and  Danville  until  Feb.  22,  1865,  when  he  was  ex- 
changed. After  that  he  served  with  his  regiment 
until  June,  1865,  and  was  present  at  the  ''grand 
review"  in  Washington. 

After  his  discharge  our  subject  returned  home 
and  resumed  his  former  occupation  until  1866,  then 
sold  his  farm  in  Preston  County  and  removed   to 
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Morgan  County,  the  same  State,  where  he  bought 
another  farm,  and  after  building  a  blacksmith-shop, 
pursued  his  former  vocation  for  a  few  months,  and 
then  selling  out  returned  to  Terra  Altaand  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  until  1870.  At  this  time  he 
came  to  Lenawee  County  and  followed  his  trade 
of  a  blacksmith  for  one  year  in  Ogden  Center,  after 
which  he  purchased  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  town 
and  lived  there  four  years.  At  this  time  having 
an  opportunity  to  sell  at  an  advantage,  he  did  so, 
and  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  on  sec- 
tion 19. 

During  all  these  years  of  which  we  have  been 
writing,  Mr.  Wotring  had  not  been  alone.  His  life 
had  been  blessed  by  the  companionship  of  a  wife 
and  children,  who  had  shared  his  troubles  and  in- 
creased his  joys.  July  1,  1855,  he  had  married 
Mary  A.  Crane,  a  native  of  Preston  County,  W. 
Va.,  where  she  was  born  April  3,  1836.  To  them 
have  been  born  nine  children:  Alice  Belle,  the 
wife  of  William  McComb,  living  in  Ogden  Township ; 
Arthur  C,  married  and  living  in  Ogden  Township; 
Artenis  O.,  a  physician  in  Palmyra;  Dora,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Ida  M.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years;  Ruth  O.,  Bruce 
B.,  Mary  E.  and  Maud. 

Mrs.  Wotring's  father,  Calvin  Crane,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  and  her  grand- 
father owned  and  operated  a  farm  and  grist- 
mill in  Preston  County.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  spent  his  last  years  on  a  farm  in 
Preston  County.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Wotring 
grew  to  manhood  and  married  in  his  native  county, 
and  there  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  a  few  miles 
from  the  old  homestead  on  Roaring  Creek.  There 
was  a  saw  and  grist  mill  on  the  place,  which  he 
operated  besides  carrying  on  the  farm.  He  added 
to  his  land  until  he  owned  300  or  400  acres,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death,  June  28,  1886.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Elliot,  was  also 
a  native  of  Preston  County,  and  died  on  the  home- 
stead, Feb.  25,1886. 

Mr.  Wotring  is  a  charter  member  of  the  David 
Becker  Post  No.  25,  O.  A.  R.,  and  was  the  first 
Commander  of  the  post.  He  was  on  the  staff  of 
the  Commander  of  the  Grand  Army  of  Michigan, 
and    was  also  Second  Vice  President  of  the  Michigan 


Prisoners  of  War  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a 
strong  Republican.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wotring,  though 
not  among  the  early  settlers  of  Ogden  Township, 
have  won  a  secure  position  among  the  esteemed 
citizens  of  the  community,  and  their  home  is  an  at- 
tractive  place  to  their  large  circle  of  friends.  They 
are  both  valued  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  of  Grange  No.  660,  Ogden  Center. 
Mr.  Wotring  is  serving  his  second  term  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  Ogden  Township. 


AVID  B.  HECKERT,  a  much  respected 
farmer  residing  in  Ogden  Township,  was 
born  Sept.  8,  1833,  in  Preston  County,  W. 
Va.,  which  had  not  then  been  separated 
from  Virginia.  Peter  Heckert,  his  grandfather,  a 
native  it  is  thought  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Ger- 
man parentage,  was  an  early  settler  of  Preston 
County,  where  he  improved  a  farm  two  and  one- 
half  miles  southeast  of  the  present  village  of  Aurora, 
and  there  passed  his  last  days. 

John  G.  Heckert,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  that  homestead,  and  growing  to  manhood 
in  his  native  county,  married,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
on  which  he  continued  to  reside  until  the  year  1862, 
when  he  sold  out,  and  followed  his  son  David  to 
this  county,  where  he  bought  a  farm  on  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  29  of  Ogden  Township,  and 
there  lived  until  his  death,  Nov.  1,  1886.  Thus  the 
pioneer  spirit  descended  from  sire  to  son  for  many 
generations,  as  far  back  as  we  can  trace  them,  from 
the  hardy  Teuton,  who  long  ago  left  his  home 
across  the  seas  to  found  a  new  home  in  America,  to 
those  of  the  present  generation  who  have  assisted 
in  the  settlement  of  this  State.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Bishoff,  was  a  native 
of  Preston  County,  and  the  daughter  of  Christian 
Bishoff,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Ger- 
man ancestry.  She  bore  her  husband  six  children, 
and  her  death  occurred  in  1842.  Mr.  Heckert's 
second  marriage  was  to  Julia  Wagner,  who  bore 
him  five  children,  and  died  in  Preston  County.  Mr. 
Heckert's  third  marriage  was  to  Lucy  A.  Hile ;  she 
died  in  Ogden  Township,  leaving  one  child. 

David   B.   Heckert  was   the   fourth  child   of   his 
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father's  first  marriage,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  attending  school  as  opportunity  of- 
fered, and  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  In  1855 
he  decided  to  engage  in  farming  for  himself,  and 
came  to  Michigan  as  a  State  affording  many  advan- 
tacres  over  his  native  State  for  the  successful  cult- 
ure of  the  soil.  Fie  bought  land  heavily  timbered 
in  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  16  of  this  township,  paying  $5.25  per  acre. 
He  was  yet  unmarried,  and  did  not  locate  there, 
but  worked  out  by  the  month  for  two  years,  when 
he  bought  sixty-four  acres  where  he  now  resides,  at 
$5.25  per  acre,  to  which  in  1859  he  added  forty 
acres  near  by,  and  while  working  out  by  the  month 
put  in  his  spare  time  improving  his  land. 

Mr.  Heckert  was  married,  Nov.  12,  1858,  to  Mar- 
garet E.  Hile,  who  was  born  in  Rockingham  County, 
Va.,  Jan.  10,  1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Lucy  (Pense)  Hile  (for  parental  history  see  sketch 
of  N.  V.  Hile).  After  his  marriage  he  located  on 
his  land,  having  previously  built  a  log  house  14x20 
feet,  but  he  has  since  erected  a  more  commodious 
and  convenient  frame  house,  and  a  good  set  of 
farm  buildings,  and  has  sixty  acres  of  his  land 
cleared,  and  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heckert  two  children  have  been  born : 
Dora  A.,  who  was  married,  Oct.  30, 1887,  to  Howard 
E.  Lour,  of  this  township,  and  Esther  May,  who 
lives  at  home. 

Mr.  Heckert  is  a  faithful  and  zealous  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Seventh-Day  Adventists,  and  his 
dealings  with  his  fellowmen  are  characterized  by 
honesty  and  justice.  His  wise  management  and  in- 
dustrious habits  formed  the  basis  of  his  prosperity. 

\T  OHN  MON  AHAN  is  one  of  the  largest  land- 
owners in  Lenawee  County,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  real  estate  lying  in  Medina  Town- 

ship,  and  comprising  735  acres.     One  of  the 

Ijeculiarities  of  his  make-up  is  that  he  has  always 
had  a  fashion  of  attending  strictly  to  his  own  con- 
cerns, and  the  consequence  is  he  has  accumulated  a 
snug  fortune  and  is  respected  by  the  people  of  this 
county,  who  have  known  him  for  over  forty  years. 
The    Monahan  family  history   takes    us    back    a 


hundred  years  or  more,  to  the  North  of  Ireland, 
where  it  originated,  and  where  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  was  also  called  John,  was 
born,  reared,  married,  and  became  the  father  of  a 
large  family.  The  name  of  John  was  given  to,  a  son 
of  each  successive  family.  John,  Jr.,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  married  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Peter  Hoy,  of  Drogheda,  County  Louth,  and  like  his 
father  before  him,  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  at  which 
he  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  and  which  he 
followed  all  his  life.  They  continued  to  make  their 
home  amid  the  beautiful  scenery  of  County  Louth, 
where  their  son,  our  subject,  was  born  in  1827. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  near  the  birthplace  of 
his  father  and  mother,  and  came  to  America  in 
1837,  preceding  them  to  this  country  some  months. 
He  w^as  the  eldest  of  their  three  children,  of  whom 
the  other  two  were  Mary  and  Bridget.  The  father 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  when  he  had 
selected  his  location  he  sent  for  his  family.  They 
lived  in  New  York  State  until  the  fall  of  1840,  the 
father  in  the  meantime  having  abandoned  his  trade, 
and  engaged  in  the  more  active  labor  of  assisting 
to  build  canals  and  railroads. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  upon  coming  to  this 
county  in  October,  1840,  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  4,  in  Medina  Towmship,  put  up  a 
log  house  and  commenced  the  building  of  a  home- 
stead. Being  a  man  frugal  and  industrious  in  his 
habits,  he  was  welcomed  by  the  struggling  commu- 
nity as  a  useful  addition  to  their  midst,  and  here 
continued  to  live  until  1859.  Thereafter  he  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  John  Coleman,  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  where  his  death  took  place  Dec.  31, 
1875.  The  mother  had  passed  to  her  long  home 
some  years  before,  dying  on  Easter  Sunday,  in 
April,  1859,  at  the  old  homestead. 

Our  subject  completed  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Medina  Township,  and  when  starting 
out  in  life  for  himself  was  variously  engaged,  some- 
times in  farming  and  sometimes  in  chopping  and 
splitting  rails.  In  the  summer  of  1856  he  resolved 
to  join  the  caravan  making  its  way  to  the  Pacific 
Slope,  and  started  via  the  Isthmus  on  board  the  sail- 
ing-vessel ''Orris  Abba,"  embarking  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1856,  and  reaching  Nicaragua  in  safety. 
The  Nicaraguans  were  at  war  with  the  Costa  Ricas, 
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and  in  view  of  the  imminent  danger,  the  purser  of 
the  "Orris  Abba"  offered  to  take  the  crew  back  to 
New  York  at  reduced  rates.  Mr.  Monahan,  how- 
ever, declined  to  return.  After  being  detained  at 
Grenada  thirty- three  days,  they  sailed  up  Lake 
Nicaragua  and  thence  proceeded  across  the  mount- 
ains to  San  Juan  del  Sur,  where  they  took  passage 
on  the  Pacific  steamer  "Golden  Gate,"  and  landed  in 
San  Francisco  three  days  later,  on  the  6th  of  June. 
Here  the  vigilance  committee  had  possession  of 
the  city,  but  our  hero  escaped  their  espionage  and 
three  days  later  started  for  Sacramento. 

Not  long  afterward  Mr.  Monahan  made  his  way 
down  the  Sacramento  Valley,  where  he  engaged  in 
harvesting  on  the  ranch  of  Rooney  &  Riley,  who 
owned  a  tract  of  500  acres.  Mr.  M.  received  for 
his  services  $50  per  month,  and  six  weeks  later  en- 
gaged in  gardening  at  $10  less,  but  was  seized  with 
bilious  fever  and  obliged  to  escape  to  the  mount- 
ains. He  found  an  asylvm  at  Rock  Canyon,  and 
upon  his  recovery  engaged  in  hauling  lumber  with 
a  six-mule  team,  his  load  sometimes  being  varied 
with  provisions.  Later  he  went  into  the  mines  in 
company  with  two  other  men,  but  this  venture  did 
not  prove  very  successful,  and  going  to  the  valley 
again  he  engaged  as  a  wood-chopper.  On  account 
of  the  flood  he  was  soon  led  to  abandon  this,  but  in 
the  meantime  he  had  gained  an  enviable  reputation 
at  this  work,  having  had  a  rich  experience  pre- 
viously in  the  forests  of  Michigan.  In  competition 
with  other  men  in  the  valley,  he  invariably  came 
out  ahead,  and  received  therefore  better  pay  than 
his  fellow  laborers. 

There  being  great  opposition  to  river  navigation, 
and  Mr.  Monahan  having  satisfied  himself  with  Cal- 
ifornia and  its  glories,  he  returned  to  San  Francisco, 
and  boarded  the  "Golden  Gate"  for  Panama, 
whence  he  crossed  the  Isthmus  and  embarked  at 
Aspinwall  for  New  York  City,  where  he  arrived 
in  March,  and  set  foot  upon  his  old  tramping 
ground  in  this  county  on  the  last  daj^  of  that  month. 
He  at  once  went  to  work  with  his  father  on  the 
farm,  and  the  year  following,  on  the  7th  of  Jan- 
uary, was  married  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Russell)  Haley,  natives  of  Kildare, 
Ireland.  She  was  born  in  Hudson  Township,  this 
county,  in  May,  1842,  and  departed  this  life  at  her 


home  in  Medina  Township  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1878.  The  four  children  born  of  their  union  were 
named  respectively:  John  W.,  Mary,  Louisa  and 
Eva.  The  eldest  son,  John  W.,  married  Miss  Deb- 
orah O'Neil,  and  is  numbered  among  the  success- 
ful farmers  of  Medina  Township.  He  is  the  father 
of  three  children — Daniel,  Don  and  John  J.  The 
three  youngest  children  of  our  subject  remain  at 
home  with  their  father. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Nov.  11,  1878,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  (O'Connor) 
O'Neil,  natives  of  County  Kerry,  Ireland.  They 
came  to  America  in  1848,  locating  first  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  engaged  upon 
a  railroad  until  about  1850.  They  then  came  to 
this  county,  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  in  Medina 
Township,  where  Mr.  O'Neil  opened  up  a  good 
farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing 
away  on  the  23d  of  October,  1877.  Mrs.  O'Neil  is 
still  living  and  occupies  the  old  homestead.  Their 
family  included  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  most 
of  whom  remain  with  their  mother.  Of  this  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  there  were  born   four  children 

Daniel,  Blanche,  Charlotte  and  Mabel  C,  all  still 

at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  belong  to  the  Catholic  Church 
of  Hudson,  with  which  they  have  been  connected 
I  since  its  organization,  and  have  greatly  assisted  in 
I  sustaining  and  keeping  the  society  together.  Mr. 
Monahan  about  the  time  of  his  first  marriage  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  of  his  father,  and  from  that 
modest  beginning  has  grown  up  one  of  the  most 
valuable  estates  in  Lenawee  County.  His  property 
lies  mostly  in  Medina  Township,  occupying  a  part 
of  six  sections.  He  has  recently  given  his  son 
John  eighty  acres,  thus  providing  the  young  man 
with  a  good  start  in  life. 
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OMER  L.  STEWART,  the    famous    "celery 
i]  grower"    of  Southern     Michigan,    has    100 


acres  of  fine  land,  three  miles  southwest  of 
the  village  of  Tecumseh,  twenty  acres  of 
which  have  for  some  time  been  devoted  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  this  luscious  salad,  and   which   in   the 
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future  he  expects  to  increase  to  thirty -six  acres.  To 
this  he  has  given  much  time  and  attention,  making 
repeated  experiments,  by  which  he  has  discovered  a 
new  method  of  treating  celery,  which  causes  it  to 
develop  rapidly  and  to  be  of  superfine  quality. 
He  receives  the  highest  price,  shipping  to  different 
cities  in  the  East,  and  commands  the  bulk  of  the 
orders  from  the  famous  Delmonico  restaurant  of 
New  York  City.  He  also  furnishes  the  Gilsey 
House  and  other  public  places  of  entertainment 
and  fashionable  resort,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say,  receives  from  this  source  a  handsome  income 
annually.  In  consequence  of  this  Mr.  Stewart  has 
seeded  his  other  land  mostly  to  timothy  and  clover, 
and  thus  carries  on  his  farm  in  the  most  profitable 
manner  and  with  comparatively  little  labor. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was 
born  at  the  homestead  of  his  father,  near  the  town 
of  Macon,  Jan.  3,  1835.  The  father,  Ira  Stewart, 
Esq.,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  whence  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  when  a  child  to  the  vicinity 
of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  developed  into  manhood 
and  married  a  lady  of  that  region.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Canfield.  Not  long  afterward  the  young  couple 
made  their  way  to  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  locating 
first  near  the  little  hamlet  of  Plymouth,  whence  in 
1833  they  removed  to  this  county.  Here  the 
father  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Macon  Township, 
which  he  converted  into  a  good  farm,  and  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days ;  the  mother  had  died 
early  in  life,  in  1838.  They  were  parents  of  five 
children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  recorded  as 
follows:  Charles  D.  is  a  farmer  in  Livingston 
County,  Mich. ;  Oliver  sought  the  Pacific  Slope  and 
is  now  in  Nevada  County,  Cal. :  Lucian  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Calhoun  Count}^,  this  State;  Helen  M.  is 
the  wife  of  1.  Scoles,  and  resides  in  Washington 
County,  Ark. ;  Homer  L.,  the  youngest  child,  at- 
tended school  in  his  neighborhood  during  his 
younger  years  and  completed  his  education  in  the 
High  School  at  Tecumseh.  In  1856  he  crossed  the 
plains  to  California,  and  for  a  period  of  eight  years 
was  successfully  engaged  digging  for  the  yellow  ore 
in  the  Placer  mines,  after  which  he  returned  to  Michi- 
gan and  took  up  the  practice  of  dentistry,  which  he 
followed  sixteen  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
accumulated  a  snug  amount  of  capital,  which  he 


now  invested  in  the  farm,  which  has  proved  to  him 
a  source  of  both  pleasure  and  profit. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject,  and  which  doubtless  had  its  effect  in 
insuring  his  success  in  life,  was  his  marriage  with 
one  of  the  most  estimable  young  ladies  of  Tecum- 
seh, Miss  Fannie  F.  Brewer.' who  became  his  wife  in 
the  spring  of  1864.  Mrs.  Stewart  was  born  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Michigan 
when  a  child  with  her  father,  eloseph  Brewer,  a  na- 
tive of  Hartford,  Conn.  The  three  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  were  named  respectively : 
Zelma  B.,  Uena  M.  and  Frank  K. 

Mr.  Stewart  has  been  a  resident  of  the  village  of 
Tecumseh  since  1 872.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  fraternitj^  about  1870,  and  has  been  deeply 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  temperance  work 
for  the  last  forty  years.  He  is  conservative  in 
politics,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  a  Prohi- 
bitionist. Both  he  and  his  estimable  lad 3^  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Tecumseh,  and  are  looked  upon  as  leaders 
in  the  social  circles  of  its  refined  and  cultivated 
people. 

^^HOMAS  J.  HILLER,  attorney-at-law,  prac- 
ticing in  the  village  of  Hudson,  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  28,  1830,  and 
is  the  son  of  Rev.  Isaac  and  Pamelia  (Phelps)  Hiller. 
Isaac  Hiller  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N- 
Y.,  July  21,  1779,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Hiller, 
a  native  of  Germany,  who  on  coming  to  America 
settled  in  Herkimer  County,  and  after  a  residence 
there  removed  to  Monroe  County  in  the  same  State. 
He  lived  in  the  latter  place  until  a  few  years  before 
his  death,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  spent  his 
declining  days  with  a  son  who  lived  near  Pontiac. 
He  married  a  Miss  Frank,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children. 

Isaac  Hiller,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  quite  a  young  child  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  He  was 
converted  in  his  youth,  and  at  an  early  age  became 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which   denomination   he  was  later  ordained  a  min- 
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ister.  He  made  his  home  in  Monroe  County  until 
1832,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Michigan  by  way 
of  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie  to  Detroit.  Hiring 
a  team  at  the  latter  city  he  went  to  Oakland  County, 
and  entered  a  tract  of  Government  land  in  what  is 
now  West  Bloomfield  Township.  It  was  what  was 
popularly  termed  oak  openings,  and  on  it  he  built 
a  log  cabin  of  the  crudest  description,  roofed  with 
shakes,  which  were  held  in  place  by  poles,  for  want 
of  nails,  while  the  chimney  was  buiJt  of  clay  and 
sticks.  The  family  had  no  stove,  and  the  mother 
of  our  subject  did  her  cooking  for  years  at  an  open 
fireplace.  She  spun  and  wove  the  cloth  with  which 
the  family  was  clothed,  and  did  many  other  things 
that  pioneer  families  were  called  upon  to  do,  which 
would  astonish  the  present  young  generation.  In 
1840  Mr.  Isaac  Hiller  traded  his  property  for  a 
farm  in  Macon  Township,  Lenawee  County,  where 
he  removed.  He  continued  to  preach  the  Gospel  of 
his  Master,  and  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of 
the  people  of  the  community,  while  he  superin- 
tended the  improvement  of  his  farm  until  1^55, 
when  he  passed  to  his  heavenly  home.  His  wife, 
Mrs.  Pamelia  Hiller,  was  a  native  of  Phelps,  On- 
tario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  April  8,  1804;  she 
died  in  Hudson  in  March,  1865.  Her  father,  Silas 
Phelps,  claimed  the  State  of  Connecticut  as  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  gave  his  name  to  the  village 
of  Phelps,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
tinental army,  and  served  until  the  battle  of  White 
Plains,  Long  Island,  when  he  was  captured  by  the 
British,  and  confined  on  a  prison  ship  for  three 
months.  On  his  exchange  he  returned  to  his  home, 
where  he  was  attacked  by  the  smallpox.  His 
father,  a  surgeon  in  the  Merchant  Marine,  took  care 
of  his  son,  but  in  doing  so  caught  the  disease  him- 
self, and  died.  Silas  Phelps,  however,  recovered, 
and  again  entered  the  service  of  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment, and  served  under  Gen.  Washington.  He 
was  one  of  the  army  which  crossed  the  Delaware 
River,  and  captured  the  Hessians  at  Trenton,  in 
December,  1776.  He  also  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Brandy  wine,  Germantown,  and  many  others  in 
that  locality,  and  in  the  siege  of  Lord  Corn wal lis' 
troops  at  Yorktown.  While  scaling  the  walls  of  an 
English  fortification  at  the  latter  place  his  belt  was 


cut  in  two  by  a  ball.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
Phelps,  where  he  died,  after  having  lived  nearly  a 
century. 

Thomas  J.  Hiller  was  about  two  years  of  age 
when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  what  was 
then  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where  he  received 
his  earlier  education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  Oak- 
land and  Lenawee  Counties,  finishing  with  a  course 
at  Tecumseh.  In  the  year  1856  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Balden  &  Draper,  at 
Pontiac,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1859.  He 
at  once  opened  an  office  at  Constantine,  St.  Joseph 
County,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession,  but  after  a  short  time  he  came  to  Hud- 
son, and  opening  an  office  has  been  in  active  prac- 
tice in  this  village  ever  since.  About  the  time  that 
he  settled  here  he  bought  his  present  home,  a  fine 
farm,  located  two  miles  from  the  village. 

The  marriage  ceremony  which  united  the  lives  of 
Mr.  Hiller  and  Miss  Clara  Nichols  took  place  Sept.  1, 
1859.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  London,  Monroe 
Co.,  Mich.,  and  was  born  May  20,  1834.  Her 
father,  Samuel  Nichols,  was  born  in  Antrim,  Hills- 
boro  Co.,  N.  IL,  in  1789,  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Hannah  (Clarke)  Nichols,  the  former  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  a  sailor  by  profession.  He  was  in 
command  of  a  vessel  for  many  years,  and  finally 
settled  in  Antrim,  N.  H.,  where  he  died.  Samuel 
Nichols  was  quite  young  when  his  mother  removed 
with  the  family  to  New  York  State,  and  after  a 
short  residence,  spent  in  the  Black  River  Country, 
removed  to  Bloomfield,  Ontario  County.  He  was 
reared  in  the  latter  place,  and  after  attaining  to 
years  of  manhood  for  some  time  operated  a  flouring- 
mill,  but  his  health  failing  him  in  1831  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  remained  for  a  time  in  Monroe 
County.  By  breathing  in  the  pure  free  air  of 
the  native  forest  he  became  physically  much  better, 
and  being  pleased  with  the  country  entered  some 
300  acres  of  Government  land  with  the  intention 
of  settling.  He  at  once  erected  a  sawmill,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber  for 
some  years.  He  built  the  first  frame  house  in 
London  Township,  of  black  walnut  lumber,  and  was 
the  first  Postmaster  of  that  settlement.  He  taught 
the  district  and  singing  schools,  and  in  the  absence 
of  the   preacher  led   the   services  at  the  religious 
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meetings  and  read  the  sermon.  He  served  as  Town 
Clerk  and  as  School  Inspector  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  died  in  the  township  in  1846.  Nov.  18, 
1831 ,  Samuel  Nichols  was  married  to  his  second  wife, 
Evelina  Seymour,  who  became  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Hiller.  She  was  a  native  of  Victor,  Ontario  Co..  N. 
Y.,  born  in  1801,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Ira  and 
Betsey  (Moorehouse)  Seymour,  who  had  come  to 
Michigan  in  1826,  among  the  pioneers  of  Webster 
Tow^nship,  Washtenaw  County.  Mr.  Seymour  im- 
proved a  fine  farm  in  the  latter  county,  where  death 
took  from  him  his  good  wife  in  1845,  and  he  then 
sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Lansing,  where  he 
lived  a  retired  life  until  1861,  when  his  demise 
occurred.  Mrs.  Hiller  has  two  sisters:  Alice E.,  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Korn,  who  lives  in  Kansas,  and  Cor- 
nelia S.,  the  wife  of  H.  G.  Humphrey,  a  resident  of 
Lansing,  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiller  are  the  parents  of  three 
children — Alexander  H.,  Charles  C.  P.  and  Francis 
L.  L.  In  politics  Mr.  Hiller  is  a  stanch  adherent  to 
the  principles  and  party  of  Jeffersonian  democ- 
racy. 

eHARLES  W.  SHEFFIELD.  Many  of  the 
pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan  were  natives 
of  the  Empire  State,  representing  its  thrift, 
its  intelligence,  and  the  qualities  of  resolution  and 
perseverance  which  were  so  essential  in  bringing 
about  the  development  of  a  new  section  of  country. 
The  subject  of  this  biography,  a  native  of  Oneida 
County,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Dec.  18, 
1824,  and  cast  his  lot  among  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan Territory  in  1835.  His  father,  William  Shef- 
field, and  his  paternal  grandfather,  were  natives  of 
Rhode  Island,  in  which  State  the  latter  spent  his 
entire  life  and  died  at  an  advanced  age.  William 
Sheflaeld,  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter  and  joiner,  and  when  twenty-three  years  of 
age  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Carpenter,  of 
Long  Island.  Soon  afterward  the  young  people 
took  up  their  abode  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  county  until 
a  lad  eleven  years  of  age,  and  being  of  a  highly  in- 
dependent and  adventurous  disposition,  then  set 
out  by  himself  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan.     He 
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made  his  way  via  the  canal  and  lakes  to  what  is 
now  Monroe  City,  and  thence  overland  to  Adrian. 
He  made  his  home  with  an  uncle  for  the  following 
five  or  six  years,  then  employed  himself  as  a  farm 
laborer,  and  later  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He 
possessed  much  mechanical  skill  naturall}^  and  did 
not  have  to  serve  a  long  apprenticeship  before  he 
became  expert  at  the  business.  He  continued  in 
Adrian  Township  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Mexican  War,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  on  the 
9th  of  February,  1848,  and  started  for  the  scene  of 
conflict. 

Mr.  ShefiTield  was  married.  May  5,  1853,  to  Miss 
Mary  E.  Skinner,  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
daughter  of  Calvin  D.  Skinner,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Wayne  County,  that  State.  Mrs. 
Sheflfleld  was  born  there  May  25,  1829,  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  Michigan  in  1831.  Her  father 
at  that  time  was  comparatively  a  young  man,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  1801.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  wild 
land  upon  which  he  operated  eight  years,  then  re- 
turned to  his  native  State  to  settle  up  some  debts 
which  he  had  been  forced  to  contract  before  com- 
ing West.  He  spent  four  years  in  New  York  State, 
then  returned  to  his  property  in  this  county,  where 
he  labored  until  1850,  when  in  March  of  that  year 
he  set  out  for  California,  but  was  taken  ill  with 
mountain  fever,  and  died  in  Salt  Lake  City  July 
following  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years. 

The  Skinner  family  was  quite  prominent  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Solomon  Skinner,  the 
grandfather,  having  been  a  farmer  of  considerable 
means,  and  his  boys,  like  Calvin  D.,  all  natural  me- 
chanics, they  operated  grist  and  saw  mills,  and  were 
<yeneraUy  industrious  and  well-to-do.  Calvin  Skin- 
ner put  up  the  first  frame  house  in  Adrian,  and  was 
afterward  concerned  in  the  erection  of  many  other 
buildings  in  the  township.  Politically  he  was  an 
old-line  Whig.  He  was  married  when  twenty-five 
years  of  age  to  Miss  Betsey  H.,  daughter  of  Lemuel 
Scott,  a  native  of  Warren  County,  Vt.  She  was 
deprived  of  her  mother  in  early  infancy,  but  found 
a  good  home  in  the  famil}^  of  Russell  Fletcher,  of 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  When  eighteen  years  old 
she  commenced  working  in  a  woolen  factory,  and 
three  years  later  was  married  to  Mr.  Skinner.  vShe 
remained  in  New  York  while  her  husband  was  pre- 
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paring  ii  home  for  them  in  the  West,  being  then 
the  mother  of  one  daughter,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. The}^  made  the  jouruey  most  of  the  way 
overland,  and  subsequently  endured  all  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  Mr.  Skinner 
was  a  remarkably  kind-hearted  man,  always  willing 
to  lend  a  willing  hand  to  those  who  were  struggling 
for  a  foothold  upon  the  uncultivated  soil  of  the  new 
Territory,  and  was  instrumental  in  upholding  the 
hands  of  many  an  emigrant  who,  had  it  not  been 
for  his  assistance,  would  have  returned  discouraged 
to  his  Eastern  home. 

Mrs.  Sheffield  was  a  child  of  two  years  when  her 
parents  settled  in  this  county,  and  remembers  to 
this  day  the  efforts  which  her  father  subsequently 
made  to  have  a  school-house  erected  in  Adrian 
Township.  In  this  first  building,  which  was  lo- 
cated on  section  22,  she  pursued  her  first  studies, 
and  also  attended  school  afterward  in  her  native 
State  for  a  period  of  four  years.  She  was  a  bright 
and  apt  scholar,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  be- 
gan teaching,  which  she  followed  six  years,  and  un- 
til her  marriage  with  our  subject.  This  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  as  follows : 
Leonora  H.,  an  accomplished  lady,  has,  like  her 
mother,  developed  into  a  teacher,  and  is  following 
her  chosen  profession  in  Shawneetown,  111.;  William 
C.  died  when  two  years  of  age ;  Ward  B.  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road; Clara  W.,  also  a  teacher,  is  in  Illinois  with 
her  sister;  Mary  A.  is  teaching  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship; Viola  B.  is  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Fisher,  of 
Adrian,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  while  Laui^ 
F.  is  completing  her  studies  in  Raisin  Valley  Serai- 
nary.  These  children  comprise  a  bright  and  intel- 
ligent family  group,  in  whom  the  parents  may 
justly  take  pride.  Mrs.  Sheffield,  during  the  finan- 
cial embarrassment  of  her  mother,  assisted  her 
greatl}^  in  relieving  herself  from  debt,  and  she  was 
enabled  at  her  death  to  leave  an  unincumbered 
farm. 

R.  ALEXANDER  W.  SEGER,  a  physician 
of  most  excellent  standing  in  Adrian,  has 
been   especially  successful    in    his    under- 
takings, both  as  physician  and  farmer,  he 
being  fond  of   agricultural  pursuits  and  having  a 


fine  farm  in  Dover  Township,  which  is  equipped 
with  all  the  appliances  required  in  modern  farming. 
He  came  to  this  section  of  country  in  the  summer 
of  1847,  after  having  been  graduated  from  Worces- 
ter (Mass.)  Medical  College,  and  at  about  the  time 
of  engaging  in  practice  secured  a  tract  of  land  on 
section  22  in  Rome  Township.  Of  this  he  is  still 
owner,  and  realizes  from  the  products  of  the  soil, 
in  addition  to  his  practice,  a  handsome  income. 

Dr  Seger  is  a  native  of  Chittenden,  Rutland  Co., 
Vt.,  where  his  birth  took  place  Oct.  15,  1822,  and 
is  the  son  of  Aaron  Seger,  a  native  of  the  same 
place,  and  born  April  26,  1794.  Upon  reaching 
his  majority  Aaron  Seger  went  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  engaged  at  work  in  the  nail  factories  of 
Lansingburg  and  Troy  for  several  years,  but  in 
1821  he  returned  to  his  native  county  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  and  settling  down  upon  it  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  and  passed  away  on  the 
9th  of  October,  1863.  He  was  a  man  of  much 
force  of  character  and  greatly  respected  in  his 
community,  where  he  was  intrusted  with  various 
town  offices,  and  followed  the  teachings  of  his  father, 
Elijah  Seger,  who  was  a  Puritan,  a  patriot,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  mother  of  our  subject.  Miss  Rebecca  Harri- 
son, was  a  native  of  the  same  town  as  her  husband 
and  son,  and  was  born  April  8,  1792.  She  became 
the  wife  of  Aaron  Seger  Jan.  1,  1822,  and  died  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Rutland  County,  July  10, 
1876.  Her  parents  were  of  English  birth  and  an- 
cestry, and  emigrated  from  London  to  Vermont 
early  in  life.  Her  father  upon  coming  to  America 
took  part  in  the  struggle  of  the  Colonists  for  their 
independence.  His  wife  was  Miss  Rebecca  Keeler. 
Grandfather  Harrison  had  been  well  educated  in 
England,  and  taught  school  there  during  his  early 
manhood. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  remained  with  his 
parents  on  the  farm  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  until 
reaching  his  majority.  He  was  a  lad  of  classic 
tastes,  and  at  an  early  age  determined  to  enter  one 
of  the  professions.  He  became  interested  in  medi- 
cine, and  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Ross  at 
Middlebury,  under  whose  instructions  he  studied 
four  years  and  commenced  practice.  Later  he  at- 
tended lectures  at  Woodstock  Medical  College,  and 
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completed  his  studies  at  Worcester,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned.  Dr.  Seger,  in  the  spring  of 
1848,  removed  from  his  farm  to  Rome  Center, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
which  he  continued  there  until  1870.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year  he  sold  his  property  in  Rome,  and  re- 
moved to  the  city  of  Adrian,  purchasing  a  fine 
residence  on  the  corner  of  Michigan  avenue  and 
Madison  street.  During  the  eighteen  years  in 
which  his  career  has  been  silently  noted  by  the 
people  who  have  learned  to  view  him  with  respect 
and  confidence,  he  has  established  himself  as  a 
first-class  physician,  and  a  valued  member  of  the 
community.  He  was  for  a  time  interested  in  the 
drug  trade,  but  since  1880  has  given  his  entire  at- 
tention to  his  practice.  He  is  a  close  student,  and 
keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  the  most  approved 
and  modern  methods  of  treatment. 

Our  subject  was  married,  Sept.  30,  1847,  to  Miss 
Philura  M.  Stockwell,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Monroe.  Mrs.  Seger  is 
the  daughter  of  Curtice  W.  and  Therina  (Fisher) 
Stockwell,  natives  of  New  York.  Slie  was  born 
March  25,  1825,  in  Yates,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
by  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  Ellen  J.  was  born 
July  20,  1848,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Lord, 
of  St.  Joseph,  Mo. ;  Lucy  T.  was  born  June  26, 
1850,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1851 ;  Viola  M.  was  born 
April  20,  1853,  and  is  the  wife  of  James  Schaffer, 
of  Adrian;  Ida  Adell  was  born  March  30,  1856, 
and  died  July  28  following:  Aaron  W.  was  born 
May  5,  1858,  and  died  in  infancy.  The  mother 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  about  the  year 
1835,  and  departed  this  life  Jan.  20,  1859. 

The  second  wife  of  Dr.  Seger,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Oct.  11,  1859,  was  Miss  Olive  L.,  daughter 
of  James  and  Lydia  Eggleston,  and  a  native  of 
Pittsfield,  Rutland  Co.,  Yt.  Her  father,  who  was 
a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  born  Jan.  1, 1798, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
dying  not  far  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863.  The  mother  was  born  in  Ware, 
March  14,  1805,  and  died  in  1876.  Dr.  Alexander 
and  Mrs.  Olive  L.  Seger  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  as  follows:  Frank  G.  was  born  Jan. 
9,  1861,  and  died  Aug.  30,  1886;  Fred  R.  was  born 


Feb.  3,  1863,  and  is  practicing  medicine  in  connec- 
tion  with  his  father;  and  Mattie  R.  was  born  Dec. 
19,  1867,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Burr,  and 
lives  in  Adrian. 

Dr.  Seger  has  always  been  a  strictly  temperate 
man,  having  never  tasted  a  drop  of  intoxicating 
liquor  or  used  tobacco  in  any  form.  He  has  always 
taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  city,  and  is  numbered  among  its  substan- 
tial and  reliable  men.  He  has  very  little  to  do  with 
politics,  but  upon  occasion  of  important  elections 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 
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JAMES  W.  BRADNER,  a  successful  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  now  living  in  Clinton,  this 
county,  owns  a  good  farm  on  sections  5  and 
6,  Clinton  Township,  consisting  of  160 
acres  of  well-improved,  well-drained  land,  supplied 
with  a  set  of  substantial  and  commodious  farm 
buildings.  Mr.  Bradner  located  on  this  farm  June 
10,  1859,  and  has  lived  here  almost  constantly  since, 
except  the  few  years  which  he  spent  at  Clinton, 
where  he  owns  a  fine  property.  He  has  developed 
his  farm  from  a  partially  wild  condition.  He  has 
been  a  successful  man  in  business,  and  has  been 
Supervisor  of  the  township  from  1877  to  1883,  and 
has  also  held  other  important  township  offices. 
He  was  Vice  President  and  one  of  the  Directors  and 
principal  stockholders  of  the  Clinton  Woolen  Mills 
for  nine  years.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
solid  Democrat  since  1856. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  4th 
of  October,  1821,  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
the  son  of  Benjamin  Bradner,  a  tanner  and  currier 
for  some  years,  but  afterward  a  farmer.  He  mar- 
ried Charity  Mills.  The  Bradners  came  from 
Scotland,  while  the  Mills  are  of  New  York  de- 
scent. Benjamin  Bradner  and  his  wife  were  natives 
of  Orange  County,  where  he  followed  his  occupation 
of  a  tanner  and  afterward  that  of  a  farmer.  Here  they 
both  died,  the  mother  in  1837.  The  father  was  a 
second  time  married,  to  Mary  Sly,  and  he  afterward 
married  Elizabeth  Demorest. 

Our  subject  was  reared  at  home,  receiving  a 
common-school  education,  and  sustained  the  loss  of 
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his  mother  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Bradner  was  married  in  Blooming  Grove,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Jane  A.  Thorn,  who  was  reared 
in  Orange  County.  She  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  husband,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Clinton  Town- 
ship, Sept.  28,  1863,  leaving  six  children,  one  of 
whom  is  now  deceased.  The  living  are:  Albert,  a 
teacher  living  in  Steuben  County,  Ind. ;  Henry, 
now  in  Washington  Territory  with  his  brothers, 
Coe  G.  and  Edgar;  Coe  G.  is  a  merchant,  and  the 
other  two  are  farmers.  The  daughter  is  Hattie, 
wife  of  C.  N.  Greene,  a  farmer  of  Bridge  water. 

Mr.  Bradner  was  again  married,  in  Clinton  Town- 
ship, July  28,  1864,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Plumb,  who 
was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  April  18,  1835,  and 
early  in  life  went  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  with 
her  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  The 
father,  Seth  G.  Plumb,  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1861 
came  with  his  family  to  Clinton,  where  he  was 
Postmaster  for  some  years,  during  the  Johnson 
administration,  and  died  in  this  State.  Mrs.  Brad- 
ner was  educated  in  Rochester  and  became  a  teacher 
early  in  life,  following  that  profession  here  for  some 
years.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children — Seth  B., 
at  present  in  business  in  Texas,  and  Mary  P.,  an 
intelligent  girl.  Mrs.  Bradner  is  a  Congregation- 
alist  in  religion. 

At  the  time  of  the  terrible  accident  at  Adrian 
fair  grounds,  when  the  heavily  loaded  amphitheater 
of  that  place  fell  with  a  crash,  Mr.  Bradner  hap- 
pened to  be  in  it,  and  sustained  very  severe  wounds 
about  the  body  and  head,  from  which  he  has  never 
entirely  recovered.  As  a  representative  citizen  of 
this  section  of  country,  we  are  pleased  to  present  in 
connection  with  this  sketch  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Bradner. 

it>     i(§):    <!' 

^f^R.  EDWIN  P.  ANDREWS.  The  subject 
I  )))  ^^  ^"^  sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
^^^  raost  successful  practicing  physicians  of 
^^^  the  city  of  Adrian,  has  been  for  many 
years  greatly  devoted  to  his  profession,  and  has 
achieved  much  more  than  the  average  success  of 
physicians.  While  making  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine his  calling,  and  an  answer  to  the  summons  of 
his    patients  a  duty,    he    has  found  time  and  op- 
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portunity  also  to  make  judicious  investments  and 
exercise  his  ability  as  a  financier.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  very  excellent  farm,  and  as  a  matter  of  recrea- 
tion from  the  cares  of  his  profession,  he  indulges 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  raising  fine  blooded 
horses,  and  in  this  business,  as  in  his  profession,  suc- 
cess has  crowned  his  efforts.  Dr.  Andrews  and 
family  live  in  an  elegant  brick  residence,  in  a  pleas- 
ant part  of  the  city,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
which  a  liberal  provider  can  secure  with  money. 

Dr.  Andrews  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Plymouth,  Wayne  County, 
on  the  26th  of  August,  1826.  His  father  was  Jus- 
tice Andrews,  who  was  born  in  Stillwater,  Saratoga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  26th  of  September,  1801,  where 
he  lived  until  he  was  five  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  his  father,  John  J.  Andrews,  moved  to  West- 
ern New  York  and  lived  in  Steuben,  Orleans  County, 
until  1825,  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  On  his 
journey  hither  he  came  west  as  far  as  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  with  an  ox -team,  where  he  worked  on  a  ves- 
sel, and  after  it  was  completed  he  put  his  team  and 
goods  aboard  and  went  to  Detroit.  On  his  arrival 
he  located  Government  land  in  Plymouth  Town- 
ship, Wayne  County,  and  in  the  following  spring 
with  his  family  he  settled  on  this  land,  and  there 
lived  until  1847.  In  that  year  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  and  purchased  a  farm  in 
Fairfield  Township,  where  he  resided  until  1862,  in 
which  year  he  removed  to  Adrian  and  there  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1878.  He  and  his  brother-in-law  built  the 
first  gristmill  in  Plymouth  Township,  Wayne 
County,  manufacturing  the  mill  stones  from  rocks 
found  near  home.  On  the  21st  of  August,  1825, 
Justice  Andrews,  the  father  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Deborah  Lard,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Deborah  Butterfield,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons, 
Edwin  P.  being  the  eldest.  Mrs.  Andrews  was 
born  in  Amherst,  N.  H.,  Nov.  26,  1801,  and  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  husband  in  1826.  She  died 
in  Adrian,  March  11,  1878. 

Dr.  Edwin  P.  Andrews  remained  at  the  home  of 
his  parents  and  assisted  in  the  work  upon  the  farm,  in- 
cluding the  clearing  of  the  timber  from  the  land,  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Early  in  his  boy- 
hood he  developed  a  taste  for  a  professional  life,  and 
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at  the  age  of  twenty-one  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Drs.  Graham  and  Decker,  prominent  and 
successful  physicians  of  Adrian.  He  remained  under 
their  careful  instructions  until  the  fall  of  1848,  when 
he  was  so  far  advanced  as  to  become  a  student  in 
the  Starling  Medical  College,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
During  the  prosecution  bt  his  medical  studies  in 
college  he  was  obliged  to  work  during  the  vacation 
in  order  to  procure  money  to  defray  his  expenses. 
He  was  graduated  from  this  college  with  credit  to 
himself  in  the  spring  of  1850,  and  in  that  year  be- 
gan the  practice  of  medicine  in  Adrian,  where  he 
has  continued  in  the  profession  ever  since.  Be- 
sides attaining  great  popularity  as  a  skillful  physi- 
cian among  the  people,  he  has  on  several  occasions 
been  chosen  to  discharge  not  only  professional,  but 
public  trusts.  In  1861  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  as  Examining  Surgeon  for  Lenawee 
County,  to  examine  all  candidates  for  the  service  of 
the  Government  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
He  was  also,  for  a  number  of  years,  the  examining 
surgeon  for  soldiers'  pensions,  but  resigned  both  po- 
sitions because  of  their  encroachment  upon  the 
time  he  was  required  to  devote  to  his  professional 
business.  He  has  served  four  years  as  Alderman 
of  the  E'ourth  Ward  of  Adrian,  and  during  that 
time  was  a  liberal  advocate  of  all  proper  improve- 
ments in  the  city. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1851,  Dr.  Andrews  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  M.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Will- 
iam G.  and  Elizabeth  Wisner,  of  Manchester, 
AVashtenaw  Co.,  Mich.  Mrs.  Andrews  was  born  in 
Castile,  Wyoming  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust, 1832,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan 
in  1841,  when  her  father  was  installed  pastor  of  a 
church  at  Jonesville,  Hillsdale  County.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Aurelius,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  9, 
1802,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  he  was  in- 
stalled as  a  Baptist  minister,  remaining  in  the  min- 
istry until  his  death,  Feb.  9,  1888.  The  maiden 
name  of  Mrs.  Andrews'  mother  was  Elizabeth  Hud- 
nutt,  and  she  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Hudnutt;  she  died  in    November,  1881. 

To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  have  been  born  five 
sons:  Edwin  H.,  Feb.  22,  1853;  Frank  E.,  Jan. 
25,  1857;  Clarence  B.,  Jan.  14,  1860;  Fred  B., 
April    20,    1862,    and    Harry   W.,  March  27,  1871. 


Adrian  was  the  birthplace  of  all  these  children. 
Frank  E.  is  a  practicing  physician  at  Adrian,  Mich. 
Dr.  Andrews  has  been  liberal  in  affording  edu- 
cational advantages  to  these  children.  What- 
ever part  our  subject  takes  in  political  matters  is  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  zealous  and  earnest  member  for  many 
years.  He  has  never  indulged  in  politics  with  a  view 
to  becoming  a  seeker  after  the  spoils  of  office,  and 
whatever  of  activity  he  has  displayed  has  been 
through  purely  patriotic  motives.  He  is  a  broad 
and  liberal-minded  citizen,  and  warmly  endorses  all 
projects  that  will  promote  the  welfare  of  the  city 
of  his  residence. 

ENRY  G.  COLEGROYE.  The  man  who 
came  to  Lenawee  County  forty -five  years 
ago,  and  contributed  his  share  toward  bring- 
ing about  those  marvelous  changes  which  it 
has  since  undergone,  redeeming  the  land  from  the 
forest  primeval,  and  making  it  to  bring  forth  in 
abundance  the  choicest  crops  of  this  section,  is 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  annals  of  his  country. 
Such  a  man  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  now  a  re- 
tired farmer,  spending  his  declining  years  in  ease 
and  retirement  in  the  quiet  village  of  Morenci. 

Henry  Colegrove  was  born  in  Norwich  Town- 
ship, McKean  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1819. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  receiving  a  common- 
school  education,  and  remained  there  until  twenty 
years  of  age.  He  has  all  his  life  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  first  for  a  short  time  in  New 
York  State,  and  afterward  in  this  county.  He  first 
came  to  this  county  in  1843,  and  worked  one  sum- 
mer in  Medina  Township,  then  returning  to  Penn- 
sylvania, he  was  married,  and  bringing  his  young 
bride,  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Medina  Township, 
where  he  remained  until  he  removed  to  Morenci, 
in  December,  1874.  His  farm  in  Medina  Town- 
ship consists  of  200  acres  of  excellent  land,  which 
he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
he  has  also  a  valuable  residence  in  Morenci. 

Believing  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone, 
our  subject  took  to  himself  a  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Harriet  Coleman,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
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what  was  then  Clearfield  County,  Pa.,  May  22, 1844. 
Mrs.  Colegrove  was  born  in  that  county  on  the  18th 
of  November,  1819.  She  and  our  subject  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  two  children :  Herman  L.,  who 
married  Gette  Van  Wort,  and  resides  in  Medina 
Township,  and  Coleman,  who  is  deceased. 

Mrs.  Colegrove  is  a  lad}^  of  much  force  of  char- 
acter, who  has  ably  assisted  her  husband  in  all  his 
undertakings,  and  is  a  kind  and  generous  neighbor 
and  friend.  She  and  her  husband  are  attendants  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  to  which  they  give  their 
hearty  support.  In  politics  Mr.  Colegrove  is  a 
Republican. 


\Y^  ETER  V.  SMITH,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  16  of  Hudson  Township,  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  every  respect  implied  by  the 
I  term,  the  success  with  which  he  has  met 
and  conquered  all  difficulties  in  life's  battles  being 
due  entirely  to  his  own  industry,  economy,  perse- 
verance and  good  judgment.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  was  born  in  Ira,  Cayuga  County,  June 
14,  1822. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  reared 
and  married,  but  afterward  he  removed  to  New 
York,  and  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Am- 
sterdam, where  he  improved  a  farm,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  his  son  Nathaniel  in  Cayuga  County.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Annie  Ford,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  her  father,  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  Baptist  preacher,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  from  England,  and  died 
in  Massachusetts. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married,  and  be- 
came a  pioneer  of  Ira  Township,  where  he  improved 
a  farm  and  resided  sixty  years;  he  died  in  Hud- 
son when  nearly  ninety  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Voorhees,  was 
born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  while  her  parents, 
John  I.  and  Martha  (Teeple)  Voorhees,  were  born, 
it  is  thought,  in  New  Jersey,  and  were  pioneers  of 


Schoharie    County.      Mr.    Voorhees,  a  miller   by 
trade,  spent  his  last  years  in  Adrian. 

Peter  V.  Smith  was  reared  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  practical  lessons  in  farming  from  his 
father,  with  whom  he  lived  until  grown  to  man- 
hood. In  1842  he  visited  an  uncle  residing  in 
Michigan,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country,  but  did  not  then  locate  here. 
He  returned  to  New  York,  and  the  following  year 
carried  on  his  father's  farm  on  shares,  clearing  $50, 
and  with  this  sum  as  his  sole  capital,  he  again 
started  for  Michigan,  coming  by  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  on  the  steamer  "Governor  Harrison" 
to  Monroe,  and  on  by  rail  to  Adrian.  That  winter 
he  worked  on  a  farm,  receiving  $10  per  month,  and 
the  following  spring  was  employed  for  a  short  time 
on  the  railway  between  Adrian  and  Tecumseh.  In 
the  fall  of  1845  he  came  to  Hudson,  and  engaged 
as  foreman  of  a  section  on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michi- 
gan Southern  Railway,  a  position  which  he  held  ten 
years.  Meanwhile  he  had  been  anticipating  the 
time  when  he  might  have  a  home  of  his  own,  and 
feel  himself  settled  in  life.  With  this  end  in  view 
he  labored  assiduously,  and  saving  his  money,  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  16 
of  Hudson  Township,  and  hired  a  man  to  clear  and 
break  up  a  part  of  it. 

October  27,  1850,  Mr.  Smith  and  Lucia  Bright- 
man  became  man  and  wife,  and  settled  on  the  home- 
stead referred  to,  and  six  years  later  our  subject 
gave  up  railroading,  and  turned  his  entire  attention 
to  agriculture.  He  now  has  sixty-five  acres  of  his 
land  under  cultivation,  and  has  erected  a  large  * 
frame  barn  and  other  necessary  farm  buildings,  be- 
sides a  spacious  brick  house,  which  he  built  in  1871. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  Bloomfield,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  8,  1832,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
Brightman,  who  was  born  Nov.  8,  1794,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, near  Fall  River.  His  father,  Benjamin 
Brightman,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1763,  and  was  also 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  which,  as  far  as  known, 
he  made  his  home  his  entire  life,  being  engaged  as 
a  sailor.  We  are  told  that  the  Brightmans  were  orig- 
inally from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  were  early  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Smith's  father  was  a 
sailor  in  his  boyhood,  and  at  the  age  of   twenty 
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years  became  mate,  and  after  one  voyage  in  that 
capacity  was  made  captain  of  a  trading-vessel. 
During  his  seafaring  life  he  visited  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  States,  West  Indies  and  Eu- 
rope, but  during  his  last  voyage  he  was  taken  sick 
at  New  Orleans,  and  remained  there,  his  brother 
Henry  taking  charge  of  the  vessel  the  remainder 
of  the  voyage.  The  vessel  was  captured  by  pirates 
off  the  coast  of  Matanzas,  and  his  brother  and  all 
the  crew  but  one  were  murdered.  After  that  he 
retired  from  sea  service,  and  removing  to  New 
York,  settled  in  Ontario  County,  where  he  worked 
as  a  carpenter.  In  1844  he  came  to  Michigan, 
and  locating  in  Hudson  Township,  bought  tim- 
ber land  on  section  9,  where,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  sons,  he  cleared  a  farm,  and  resided  there  un- 
til his  death,  Jan.  26, 1849.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Phebe  Marble,  was  born  in  Taunton, 
Mass.,  Aug.  26,  1794,  while  her  father,  Charles 
Marble,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade.  He  removed  to  New  York,  prob- 
ably as  early  as  1820,  and  settled  near  Canandai- 
gua,  Ontario  County,  where  he  bought  land,  and 
engaged  in  farming  beside  working  at  his  trade. 
He  resided  there  until  1843,  when  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan, and  spent  his  last  years  in  Oakland  County. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Smith  spent  her  last  years  with 
her  children,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Uri  Blodgett,  in  Coldwater,  Mich. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children — 
George  Harvey  and  Willis  S.  George  was  born  in 
Hudson,  June  24,  1852,  and  married  Ida  Lamb,  of 
Clayton ;  they  now  reside  on  section  9  of  Hudson 
Township,  and  have  one  child,  Floyd  L.  Willis 
was  born  Nov.  22,  lB57,and  married  Anna  C.  Teel- 
ing ;  they  reside  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  have 
one  child,  Mabel  L.  Mr.  Smith  was  formerly  a 
Whig,  but  since  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  has  uniformly  endorsed  its  principles  at  the 
polls. 


1^  OSWELL  H.  HICKS,  a  leading  agriculturist 
(^iiWl      the    pioneer  families,    deserves    particular 


jlUir      of  Rome  Township,  and  a  scion  of  one  of 

\^  notice  in  a  work  of  this  character,  as  to  him 
is  due  in  a  large  measure  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  at  least  a  portion  of   the  Territory.     His 
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birthplace  was  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
was  born  Nov.  28,  1834.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
Hicks,  and  a  grandson  of  Joseph  Hicks,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
where  the  latter  followed  the  profession  of  school 
teacher,  and  at  one  time  filled  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  Sheriff  of  his  native  county.  He  died  while 
a  young  man,  lamented  by  all.  His  wife,  Ruth 
Hubbard,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  1776, 
and  died  in  this  county  in  her  eightieth  year.  Most 
of  her  ancestry  were  sailors,  although  there  were  a 
few  merchants,  mechanics  and  farmers  among  them. 

John  Hicks,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  first  saw  the  light  in  Rensselaer  County,  N. 
Y.,  March  22, 1808,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father 
he  was  taken  by  an  uncle,  Mordica  Hicks,  who  reared 
him.  Oct.  25,  1833,  he  married  Miss  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Ulric  and  Elizabeth  (Wiemans)  Winegar,  who 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  Dec.  22,  1811. 
Her  father  and  mother  were  both  natives  of  the 
same  State,  where  they  followed  farming.  John 
Hicks  and  his  family  came  to  .  Lenawee  County 
from  New  York  in  1836,  and  located  in  Rome 
Township,  on  the  place  where  Roswcll  now  resides. 
Here  he  lived  for  many  years,  passing  a  life  of  use- 
fulness both  for  himself  and  the  community,  until 
his  death,  March  18,  1881.  For  some  time  before 
his  death  he  was  a  cripple,  which  incapacitated  him 
for  active  life.  His  estimable  wife  passed  to  her 
rest  Nov.  22,  1879. 

Roswell  H.  Hicks  remained  at  home  with  his  par- 
ents, assisting  his  father  in  carrying  on  the  farm,  un- 
til he  had  reached  years  of  manhood.  On  at- 
taining his  majority  he  started  for  Kansas  to  look 
over  the  country,  but  after  spending  eighteen 
months  there,  he  returned  to  this  county,  and  took 
charge  of  his  father's  farm.  He  did  this,  although 
possibly  to  his  disadvantage,  that  his  two  brothers 
might  avail  themselves  of  a  collegiate  education. 
He  has  had  his  reward  for  what  self-denial  he  suffered, 
as  both  of  the  brothers  now  occupy  prominent  posi- 
tions in  the  world,  Joseph  Hicks  being  a  banker, 
and  S.  P.,  a  rising  lawyer. 

Roswell  Hicks  was  married,  Dec.  30, 1868,  to  Miss 

Charlotte  Marks,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 

and  daughter  of  Hollen  and  Betsey  (Knapp)  Marks. 

She  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  Myron  and 
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Nellie,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  and  died  April 
0,  1864.  In  Rome  Township  Roswell  Hicks  was  a 
second  time  married,  to  Sarah  Smith,  a  native  of 
England,  where  she  was  born  near  Dover,  but  she 
died  Nov.  8,  1879.  leaving  one  child,  Arthur  P., 
who  was  born  Sept.  3,  1876.  On  the,  10th  of 
March,  1881,  Mr.  Hicks  again  entered  into  a  matri- 
monial alliance,  this  time  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Blanchard, 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Amarilla  Thompson,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Mrs. 
Hicks  was  twice  married  before  she  married  our 
subject;  first  to  Gilbert  M.  Pettys,  and  afterward 
to  Marshall  Blanchard.  When  the  hand  of  traitors 
struck  at  the  life  of  our  Union,  Gilbert  Pettys,  im- 
bued with  intense  patriotism,  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  101st  Ohio  Infantry,  but  after  six  months'  en- 
durance of  the  hardships  of  the  campaign,  was  taken 
sick,  and  offered  up  his  life  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar 
of  his  country.  Mrs.  Hicks  was  born  in  New  York, 
Feb.  7,  1 842,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children. 
By  her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  two 
children :  Emma,  the  wife  of  Frank  Poucher,  born 
July  10,  1860,  and  Clemie  R.,  the  wife  of  F.  M. 
Harlow,  who  is  professor  in  one  of  the  schools  of 
Jackson  County,  Mich. 


t 


ON.  CHARLES  E.  MICKLEY,  a  resident 
jj]  of  Lenawee  County  for  a  period  of  fifty- 
four  years,  is  most  properly  classed  among 
its  earliest  pioneers.  He  was  a  youth  of 
fifteen  years  when  coming  here,  and  in  company 
with  his  mother  and  brother,  his  father  being  de- 
ceased, had  made  the  journey  from  Buffalo  to 
Detroit,  spending  six  days  on  Lake  Erie.  From  the 
City  of  Straits  they  reached  Adrian  by  ox -team 
when  the  town  was  in  its  infancy,  and  the  country 
around  composed  of  forests  and  uncultivated  land. 
He  commenced  working  by  the  month  clearing  land, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1836,  three  years  later,  began 
operations  on  his  own  purchase.  Of  this  he  has  been 
in  possession  since  that  time,  his  only  removal  be- 
ing from  the  old  log  house  to  the  new  frame  one. 
The  changes  which  he  has  witnessed,  and  the  scenes 
through  which  he  has  passed,  if  properly  written 
up    would  comprise  a  large  volume.     Even  in  the 


early  days  he  became  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
his  township  and  has  since  been  largely  identified 
with  those  of  his  State  and  Nation.  He  has  been 
foremost  in  all  good  works  and  benevolent  enter- 
prises, and  deserves  the  plaudit  of  "Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant." 

Mr.  Mickley  was  born  in  Northumberland  County, 
Pa.,  Aug.  26,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  Mick- 
ley, a  tailor  by  trade,  though  during  part  of  his 
life  he  had  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
Aside  from  the  fact  that  he  was  of  excellent  Ger- 
man ancestry,  very  little  is  known  of  his  history. 
About  1799  he  was  married  to  Miss  Tamar  Eliza- 
beth Evans,  of  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  and 
settling  there  they  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  Charles  E.  of  our  sketch  being  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  Mrs.  Mickley  was  born  near 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  5,  1779,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
a  millwright,  who  settled  in  the  Quaker  City  at  an 
early  day.  The  Evans  family  were  of  Welsh  ances- 
try and  Quakers  in  religon.  Young  Mickley  con- 
tinued with  his  mother  as  long  as  she  needed  his 
filial  offices,  and  she  spent  her  last  years  at  his  home, 
passing  away  May  23,  1865. 

Charles  Mickley,  after  becoming  a  property 
owner,  worked  quietly  on  his  farm  for  several 
years,  and  in  the  meantime  had  identified  himself 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1850,  when  the 
anti-slavery  movement  vvas  inaugurated  in  Adrian, 
he  espoused  the  cause  of  liberty  for  the  oppressed, 
and  became  an  active  worker  for  the  freedom  of  the 
colored  race.  The  anti-slavery  people  at  that  time 
were  looked  upon  with  derision  and  suspicion,  but 
Mr.  Mickley  took  a  bold  stand  for  the  right,  and 
opened  his  house  to  all  who  S3'^mpathised  with  the 
cause  of  those  who  were  held  in  bondage.  The 
Boston  Liberator  was  then  being  published  by  Will- 
iam Lloyd  Garrison,  and  to  this  Mr.  Mickley  was  a 
frequent  contributor,  while  he  was  also  frequently 
called  upon  as  a  public  speaker  in  defense  of  the 
cause  to  whose  members  there  were  now  daily  ac- 
cessions. Upon  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  Mr.  Mickley  at  once  wheeled  into  its 
ranks,  and  as  time  passed  on  his  public  services 
were  rewarded  by  his  election  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Michigan  Legislature.  From 
this  he  was  advanced  to  the  Senate  and   served    on 
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various  important  committees.  He  was  the  first  to 
introduce  the  measure  in  the  Legislature  for  the  ad- 
mission of  ladies  to  the  Michigan  University,  and 
by  almost  superhuman  efforts  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing it  to  a  successful  issue. 

In  1871  Hon.  Charles  Mickley  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Baldwin  one  of  the  commissioners  for  selecting 
the  site  for  the  State  public  school,  and  was  Chair- 
man of  the  board  until  disabled  from  further  duty 
by  illness.  This  period  he  regards  as  one  of  the 
most  arduous  and  responsible  of  his  public  life, 
and  one  in  which  he  took  great  satisfaction  notwith- 
standing, as  having  been  connected  with  one  of  the 
greatest  public  charities  in  the  State.  This  institu- 
tion has  reached  grand  proportions  and  has  been 
the  means  of  incalculable  good.  Mr.  Mickley,  how- 
ever, did  not  cease  his  good  work,  and  in  the  midst 
of  many  other  public  duties,  identified  himself 
with  the  temperance  movement,  working  and 
speaking  for  the  cause  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
and  being  enabled  by  his  excellent  judgment  and 
forethought  to  accomplish  great  good. 

Mr.  Mickley  was  married  early  in  life  to  Miss 
Adeline  J.  Hayward,  the  wedding  taking  place  on 
the  12th  of  February,  1837.  Mrs.  Mickley  was 
born  in  Farmington,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
17,  1817,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents 
in  1834.  The  latter  were  natives  respectively  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  The  father  died 
in  Royalton,  Ohio,  May  15,  1872,  and  the  mother 
died  in  Dover,  this  county,  April  1,  1869.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mickley  became  the  parents  of  two  children 
only,  both  daughters:  Eliza  M.,  who  was  born  in 
Fairfield,  July  1,  1838,  and  is  now  Mrs.  L.  P.  Rus- 
sell, and  Mary  J.,  who  was  born  Dec.  10,  1842,  and 
resides  in  Adrian. 
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■  pjY.  B.  GILLESPIE  is  the  present  Supervisor  of 
tljy'  the  township  of  Clinton,  where  he  is  success- 
i\  fully  engaged  in  general  agriculture  on  his 
^)fine,  well-improved  farm  of  160  acres  on 
section  16.  The  Gillespie  family,  of  which  our  sub- 
ject is  a  representative,  originated  in  Ireland,  or  at 
least  had  their  home  in  the  northern  part  of  that 
island   for   many  years.     The  first  member  of  the 


family  of  whom  we  hear  as  leaving  the  land  of  his 
nativity  and  coming  to  America,  was  Brown  Gilles- 
pie, the  grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  came  here 
when  a  young  man,  accompanied  by  his  family,  and 
settled  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  after- 
ward died. 

R.  B.  Gillespie,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Steuben  County  in  1790,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood.  From  that  home  he  went  forth 
to  take  part  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  the  hard  strug- 
gle of  our  country  with  Great  Britain,  and  at  its 
close  he  returned  home  uninjured,  and  with  the 
title  of  Major  which  he  had  w^on  by  his  valor.  After 
the  war  Maj.  Gillespie  married  for  his  first  wife 
Margaret  Gray.  They  made  their  home  in  Living- 
ston County,  where,  after  the  birth  of  two  daugh- 
ters, Maria  and  Jane,  Mrs.  Gillespie  died.  The 
Major's  second  marriage  was  with  Miss  Clarinda 
Roberts,  who  was  born  in  1802,  and  after  the  birth 
of  two  children,  Maj.  Gillespie,  in  the  fall  of  1832, 
came  with  his  family  to  Michigan,  via  Lake  Erie  to 
Detroit,  and  thence  over  a  muddy  road  to  what  is 
now  the  township  of  Clinton,  where  he  took  up 
some  Government  land,  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  15.  He  first  built  a  log  cabin,  with  two 
windows,  a  shake  roof,  and  a  puncheon  floor,  whose 
only  door  for  the  first  two  j'^ears  was  a  quilt  sus- 
pended at  the  entrance.  They  cheerfully  experi- 
enced all  the  hardships  and  trials  that  the  early  set- 
tlers had  to  undergo.  They  had  to  go  to  Monroe 
County  to  the  mill,  requiring  a  journey  of  six  or 
seven  days  to  make  the  round  trip.  By  energy  and 
perseverance  they  succeeded  in  making  a  home  in 
the  wilds  of  this  county  as  it  was  fifty-five  years 
ago.  Maj.  Gillespie  died  on  the  farm  he  took  up 
from  the  Government  in  the  early  days  of  the  coun- 
try, his  death  occurring  June  16,  1870.  He  was  a 
life-long  Democrat,  and  an  honest  and  useful  citi- 
zen. His  wife  survived  him  until  July  1,  1880, 
and  was  then  seventy  years  old;  they  were  both 
Episcopalians. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  of 
his  parents  Dec.  29,  1835,  and  was  the  fourth  child 
of  a  family  of  six,  two  daughters  and  four  sons,  all 
living  and  married.  He  was  educated  in  this  town- 
ship, where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  where  the 
most  of  his  life  has  been  spent ;  and  here  he  was 
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married  to  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Biddle,  Dec.  23,  1864.  She  was  born  in 
Macon  Township  in  1841,  and  grew  to  womanhood 
in  the  home  of  her  birth.  She  died  at  the  home  of 
her  husband  in  Clinton  Township,  Oct.  10,  1868, 
her  only  child  liaving  died  previously.  Mr.  Gil- 
lespie's second  marriage,  March  1,  1871,  was  with 
Miss  Lucy  A.,  daughter  of  John  I.  and  Pamela 
(Raymond)  Rector,  the  former  a  native  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Shortly  after  marriage  her 
parents  went  to  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  and  as  early 
settlers  of  that  county  suffered  all  the  hardships  sus- 
tained by  the  pioneers.  Tn  their  pioneer  home  in 
the  township  of  York  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Gillespie, 
was  born  Dec.  14,  1845,  and  in  1^58  John  Rector 
came  with  his  family  to  Raisin  Township  in  this 
county-  They  afterward  removed  to  Tecumseh 
and  lived  near  the  village,  where  the  father  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven,  Dec.  30,  1887,  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  still  survives. 

Mrs.  Gillespie  received  a  fair  education  and  a 
good  practical  training  from  her  mother  in  the  care 
of  a  household.  Her  marriage  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  five  children — Garland  R.,  Grace  p]., 
Ora  B.,  Jennie  P.  and  Ralph  R.  After  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie  lived  two  years  in  Raisin 
Township  and  then  removed  to  their  present  home, 
where  they  have  since  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  having  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  their  neighbors. 

Mr.  Gillespie  takes  an  active  part  in  local  affairs, 
and  is  at  present  Township  Supervisor,  while  he  has 
held  the  ofl3ce  of  Drain  Commissioner,  and  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  much  interested  in 
political  affairs,  and  uses  his  influence  in  behalf  of 
the  Democratic  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie  are 
attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


{^^'EBULON  WATSON.  The  hands  on  the 
/I/  dial  of  time  have  covered  more  than  half 
/JLs^  a  century  since  the  first  little  band  of  hardy 
pioneers  broke  their  way  into  the  prestine  wilds  of 
Lenawee  County.  Bold,  active  men,  women  and 
children — for  there  were  heroes  as  well  as  heroines — 
they  had  left  their  homes  'neath  Eastern   skies   to 
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hew  out  resting-places  for  themselves  in  the  then 
untrodden  wilderness.  Among  this  company  was 
the  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member. 

Zebulon  Watson  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.,  near  the  town  of  Batavia,  Feb.  16,  1827, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Electa  (Cole)  Wat- 
son, both  natives  of  the  same  State.  His  father 
dying  when  Zebulon  was  but  a  small  child,  his 
mother  remarried,  and  the  little  family,  hoping  to 
better  their  fortune,  emigrated  to  the  West,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1835  settled  in  Rome  Township  on 
section  11,  where  they  purchased  about  160  acres 
of  land,  then  covered  with  the  "forest  primeval." 
Here  they  settled  down  to  the  hard  life  of  pioneers, 
with  but  few  neighbors  to  keep  them  company. 
All  the  trials  and  tribulations  attendant  on  a  new 
settlement  were  endured  by  them  nearly  always 
with  remarkable  patience.  The  family  remained 
here  until  about  the  year  1841,  when  they  removed 
to  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  they  resided  for 
some  time.  Not  feeling  satisfied  with  their  new 
locality  they  returned  to  this  county,  which  the}^ 
made  their  residence  thereafter. 

Zebulon  Watson  remained  with  his  mother  until 
he  had  reached  his  maturity,  when  he  started  out 
to  battle  for  an  existence  in  this  world  on  his  own 
account.  After  working  for  a  little  time  on  shares 
for  Mr.  Bates,  his  father-in-law,  he  removed  to 
Branch  County,  in  this  State,  where  he  worked  in 
the  same  manner  for  two  years,  when  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  on  which  he  made  his  residence 
another  two  years.  At  that  time  he  returned  to 
this  township  and  purchasing  some  farm  propertjs 
settled  thereon,  where  he  lived  about  twenty-two 
years.  About  1874  he  sold  out  and  purchased  the 
place  where  he  now  resides,  as  nice  a  piece  of  land  as 
lies  within  the  boundaries  of  the  township,  and  all 
under  a  high  state  of  tillage. 

Zebulon  Watson  and  Miss  Phebe  D.  Bates  were 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  on  the  31st 
of  October,  1847.  Mrs.  Watson  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  29,  1828,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Daniel  Bates,  of  Rome  Township.  Notwith- 
standing the  disadvantages  of  procuring  an  educa- 
tion in  those  early  days,  and  in  spite  of  her  being 
compelled  to  attend  the  district  school  only  at  even- 
ing sessions,  with  a  strong  will  Mrs.  Watson  managed 
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to  acquire  a  fine  education.  She  is  a  woman  of  ex- 
ceptional intelligence,  and  keeps  well  posted  on  all 
current  events.  She  and  her  husband  are  attend- 
ants of  the  Baptist  Church  and  try  to  live  Chris- 
tian lives.  In  politics  Mr.  Watson  is  now  a  Repub- 
lican, having  been  formerly  one  of  the  great  Whig 
party. 

Young  men  of  Lenawee  County  can  find  in  the 
career  of  Mr.  Watson  a  most  excellent  example. 
Here  is  seen  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a  man 
beginning  at  the  lowest  step  of  the  ladder,  but 
with  honesty,  prudence,  energy  and  industry,  grad- 
ually climbing  up  until  his  later  years  are  passed  in 
comparative  affluence.  Possessing  but  few  advan- 
tages in  early  life,  with  his  schooling  limited  to  a 
great  extent,  without  wealth  or  position,  he  has 
been  compelled  from  very  early  years  to  depend 
upon  his  own  exertions.  Throughout  a  busy  life, 
however,  he  has  never  deviated  from  the  strict 
path  of  rectitude,  and  is  esteemed  one  of  the  most 
reliable  men  of  Lenawee  Count3\ 


-.^^1 


JOHN  F.  LEWIS,  a  prominent  and  leading 
young  merchant  of  the  village  of  Addison, 
is  a  native  of  Woodstock  Township,  Lenawee 
County,  and  first  saw  the  light  Aug.  1,  1865. 
He  is  the  son  of  George  M.  Lewis,  the  pioneer 
merchant  of  Addison,  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Tower) 
Lewis,  his  wife.  The  great-great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  John  Lewis,  lived  on  a  farm  near 
Walpole,  Mass.  About  1740  he  married  a  Miss 
Fisher,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children — John, 
David,  Joseph,  Oliver,  and  three  daughters.  Of 
these  children  one  of  the  daughters  married  a  Mr. 
Morse  and  another  a  Mr.  Bacon ;  David  was  a  farmer, 
Joseph  a  hotel-keeper,  Oliver  went  to  sea  and  never 
returned,  and  John  was  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father. In  his  younger  years  he  enlisted  in  the 
Continental  army,  and  after  serving  about  seven 
years  he  settled  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Anna  Pratt, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children,  namely:  John, 
Deborah,    Polly,    Abigail,  Betsey  and  Anna.     His 


second  marriage  was  with  Mrs.  (Sweeting)  Danby. 
Of  the  children  of  his  first  marriage  Deborah  mar- 
ried Oliver  Rogers,  Polly  became  the  wife  of  Jonas 
White,  Abbie  died  unmarried,  Betsey  became  the 
wife  of  Simon  Rogers,  Anna  married  Samuel 
Andrews,  and  John  married  Miss  Rizpah  Smith. 

John  Lewis,  last  named,  was  our  subject's  grand- 
father. He  was  born  Feb.  10,  1783,  and  his  good 
wife,  Rizpah  Lewis,  first  saw  light  Nov.  21,  1786. 
To  them  were  born  a  large  family  of  children,  most 
of  whom  are  deceased.  George  M.  Lewis,  one  of 
these  children,  made  his  appearance  upon  the  stage 
of  life  Aug.  28,  1825,  in  Whitestown,  Oneida  Co., 
N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  quit  the  parental 
roof  in  order  to  hew  out  for  himself  a  path  in  life, 
and  to  better  his  worldly  position.  He  at  once 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  a  fireman  on  board  one 
of  the  palatial  steamers  that  plied  on  the  Hudson 
River,  of  which  a  brother  was  the  engineer.  After 
three  years  labor  in  that  capacity  he  went  to  Knowles- 
ville,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  for  about  a  year  was 
in  the  employ  of  another  brother  in  that  locality 
on  a  farm.  Being  seized  with  the  western  fever, 
in  1843  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  at  first  located 
in  Brooklyn,  Jackson  County,  and  worked  as  a  farm 
laborer  in  the  vicinity  of  that  village  for  about 
two  years.  He  came  to  Addison  in  the  fall  of 
1845,  and  in  the  following  spring  started  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  that  place,  in  a  building 
which  he  rented  at  the  time  that  he  purchased  the 
stock.  The  next  year  he  cleared  the  land  and  com- 
menced the  erection  of  the  building  where  his  son 
is  at  present  located,  and  in  which  he  was  engaged 
in  carrying  on  trade  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
During  the  course  of  his  business  life  he  had  two 
partners.  The  first  was  Charles  Carmichael,  Jr., 
who  remained  with  him  about  three  years,  and  the 
other,  Lyman  Hay  den,  was  a  member  of  the  firm 
for  about  twelve  months.  He  continued  in  trade 
in  this  store  until  1876,  when,  owing  to  failing 
health,  he  removed  to  a  farm  which  he  owned  north 
of  Addison.  There,  enjoying  the  free  air  and 
laboring  in  the  fields,  he  somewhat  restored  his  de- 
clining health,  and  in  1881  he  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Kelly's  Corners,  purchasing  the  store  of 
Orson  Kelly,  who  bought  his  farm.  He  remained 
in  the  last-named  place  until  1 883,  when  he  returned 
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to  Addison,  and  in  the  building  which  he  had  erected 
nearly  forty  years  before  again  entered  into  the 
mercantile  life  of  the  community.  Here,  in  the 
active  pursuits  of  his  business,  he  was  called  to  his 
heavenly  home  early  in  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
Feb.  6,  1887. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1846,  George  M. 
Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
B.,  daughter  of  Joseph  P.  and  Cynthia  (PuUen) 
Tower,  who  was  born  in  Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  22,  1827.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows:  Imogene, 
Mrs.  George  Bowen,  was  born  Oct.  21,  1847,  and 
is  the  mother  of  four  children ;  they  reside  on  a 
farm  in  Woodstock  Township.  Casporetta,  Mrs. 
John  Kelsey,  was  born  May  26,  1850,  and  is  the 
mother  of  one  child  by  her  first  husband,  J.  M. 
Wyand;  Bertha  L.,  Mrs.  Eugene  Woodward,  was 
born  Nov.  26,  1851,  and  resides  in  Clayton,  where 
her  husband  is  an  attorney ;  they  have  one  son. 
Frankie  R.,  Mrs.  George  E.  Lewis,  was  born  July  4, 
1858,  and  is  a  resident  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  where 
her  husband  carries  on  the  grocery  business,  and 
she  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter;  John  F.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  five  children  died  in  infancy. 
John  was  born  Feb.  20, 1854,  and  died  August  27  of 
the  same  year;  Byron  was  born  Feb.  3,  1856,  and 
died  when  fourteen  days  old ;  Alice  was  born  Jan.  1, 
1860,  and  died  Aug.  15,  1860;  Charles  and  George 
M.  (twins)  were  born  Oct.  15,  1861;  George  M. 
died  October  28  of  the  same  year,  and  Charles  two 
days  later. 

George  M.  Lewis  was  the  oldest  merchant  in  the 
village  of  Addison,  and  his  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances,  both  in  social  and  business  spheres, 
was  naturally  very  extensive.  He  was  a  man  of 
most  excellent  judgment,  a  keen  thinker,  with  a  kind 
and  loving  heart,  and  no  worthy  object  failed  to 
elicit  from  him  a  tangible  assistance.  In  all  public 
improvements,  and  in  the  educational  advancement 
of  the  community,  he  was  ever  prominent,  taking  a 
leading  part,  both  with  his  own  exertions  and  a 
liberal  outlay  of  money.  As  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Lenawee  County  he  saw  the  aboriginal  wilder- 
ness give  place  to  highly  cultivated  farms;  the 
squalid  village  of  the  native  Indian  replaced  by 
neat  and  busy  towns,  and  all  the   hardships   and 
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privations  of  the  earlier  settler  succeeded  by  all  the 
comforts  and  advantages  of  civilization.  In  the 
family  circle  he  was  a  loving  husband  and  a  kind 
and  indulgent  father,  ever  ready  to  enhance,  by  any 
means  in  his  power,  the  pleasure  and  enjoyment  of 
his  loved  ones. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lewis  always  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  filled  many  positions  of 
honor  and  trust  in  the  village  and  township  with 
most  excellent  results;  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  some  five  terms.  His  business  experience  was 
both  varied  and  successful,  as  besides  dealing  ex- 
tensively in  general  merchandise,  his  purchases  and 
sales  of  real  estate  were  considerable,  and  at  vari- 
ous times  he  conducted  a  number  of  manufacturing 
industries,  while  he  also  fulfilled  contracts  for  build- 
ing to  some  extent.  When  he  passed  away  the 
entire  community  were  in  gloom,  fully  realizing 
the  extent  of  their  loss.  His  funeral  took  place  on 
the  8th  of  February,  1887,  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  on  which  occasion  the  Rev.  K.  H. 
Crane,  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
preached  a  very  eloquent  sermon  from  the  text: 
''David  slept  with  his  fathers  and  was  buried  in  the 
city  of  David.''  I.  Kings,  2  :10.  Rev.  O.  F.  Win- 
ton,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  assisted  in 
the  ceremony,  which  was  attended  by  almost  the 
entire  population  of  the  village. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1887,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Addison  public  schools,  the 
following  resolutions  of  respect  were  adopted  by  a 
unanimous  vote: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence,  the 
dispenser  of  all  events,  suddenly  to  remove  from 
this  life  the  Hon.  George  M.  Lewis,  who  has  for 
many  years  been  a  member  of  this  board ;  and 

Whereas,  He  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to 
preserve  good  order  and  promote  the  interests  of 
popular  education  in  our  midst;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  G.  M.  Lewis  this 
community  has  lost  a  most  judicious  and  efficient 
member  and  our  village  a  worthy  citizen. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  condolence  in 
this,  their  most  afflicted  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  a  cop3^  of  these  resolutions  be 
tendered  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  that  a  copy 
be  spread  on  our  school  records,  and  published  in 
the  Addison   Courier. 

S.  C.  Lombard,  A.  J.  Kempton,  O.   B.   Bowen, 
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Mks.  Nellie  H.  Smith,  J.  C.  Morley,  Trustees. 
John  F.  Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  has 
always  remained  at  home.  He  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  village,  wherein  he  attained 
extreme  excellence.  He  is  a  young  man  of  great 
natural  ability  and  most  excellent  characteristics. 
Endowed  with  high  moral  qualities,  a  generous  heart 
and  noble  principles,  he  is  looked  upon  by  the  com- 
munity as  a  model  young  man.  Although  but  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  has  been  called  upon  by  the 
death  of  his  estimable  father  to  take  a  place  at  the 
head  of  the  business  life  of  the  village,  and  bids 
fair  to  prove  no  unworthy  bearer  of  the  mantle  of 
his  sire. 


H0MA8  V.  HOAGLAND  is  known  as  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  township  of 
Ridgewa}^  and  is  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 


tion 34,  in  the  fractional  part  of  the  township,  and 
owns  another  tract  on  section  3  in  the  township 
proper,  having  in  the  combined  property  eighty 
acres  of  land,  nearly  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  containing  good  improvements. 
The  place  occupied  by  our  subject  is  the  property 
taken  up  by  his  father,  Henry  Hoagland,  in  1832, 
at  which  time  it  was  an  unbroken  wilderness,  with 
nothing  to  attract  the  attention  of  a  person  seeking 
a  home,  yet  so  great  was  his  desire  to  make  a 
home  in  one  of  the  best  parts  of  the  great  State  of 
Michigan  that  he  located  here. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  this  farm 
on  the  7th  of  March,  1838.  Henry  Hoagland,  his 
father,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  having  been 
born  there  near  Perth  Amboy,  in  1800,  of  English 
parentage,  originallj^  of  Holland  and  Scotch  descent. 
Henry  was  but  a  boy  when  he  went  to  New  York 
State  with  his  father,  John  Hoagland,  and  they  took 
up  their  abode  in  Seneca  County,  near  Cayuga 
Lake,  in  the  township  of  Romulus.  There  John 
Hoagland  died,  and  Henry  Hoagland  met  and  mar- 
ried Mary  Van  Tyle,  who  came  of  Dutch  ancestry, 
and  whose  parents  were  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
She  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  where  she  devel- 
oped into  womanhood,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Hoagland  in  the  year  1824.  Henry  Hoag- 
land   and   his    father-in-law,    Thomas   Van    Tyle, 


together  with  their  families,  determined  to  try  their 
fortunes  in  the  West,  and  after  several  weeks' 
travel  on  the  canal  and  Lake  Erie,  they  arrived  at 
Monroe,  Mich.,  and  then  came  through  the  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  to  Ridgeway  Township.  Henry 
Hoagland  settled  on  section  31,  and  Thomas  Van 
Tyle  on  a  part  now  covered  by  the  village  of  Brit- 
ton,  where  he  resided  for  some  time  and  improved 
the  place,  but  he  subsequently  went  to  Ridgeway, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  yetirs. 
The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  died  at  his 
home  in  this  township  in  1852.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  good  citi- 
zen, while  in  politics  he  was  an  old-line  Whig.  His 
wife  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1839,  when  her 
son,  Thomas  V.,  was  one  year  old.  He  afterward 
was  reared  under  the  care  of  his  grandmother  and 
a  sister  until  he  arrived  at  manhood. 

Thomas  V.  Hoagland  was  married  in  Ridgeway 
Township,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1866,  to  Miss 
Harriet  E.  Smith  (for  parental  history  of  family  see 
sketch  of  George  W.  Smith).  Mrs.  Hoagland  was 
born  in  this  township  on  her  father's  old  farm,  in 
1849,  where  she  was  reared,  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  until  she  arrived  at  womanhood.  She 
is  now  the  mother  of  three  children — Lamount  C, 
Lettah  M.,  and  one  deceased  ;  the  former  are  bright 
and  intelligent,  and  will  be  given  a  good  edu- 
catix)n.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoagland  are  consistent  and 
active  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Hoagland  has  always  been  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  the  probabilities  are  that  he  will  so 
remain. 

Mr.  Hoagland  has  a  creditable  military  record, 
having  enlisted  in  the  army  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1861,  in  the  4th  Michigan  Infantry,  in  which  he 
was  assigned  to  Company  G,  commanded  by  Capt. 
D.  D.  Marshall,  of  Tecumseh.  The  regiment  went 
to  the  front  on  the  20th  of  June,  1861,  and  partici- 
pated in  nineteen  general  engagements.  The  4th 
Regiment  suffered  severely  during  this  term  of 
service,  and  of  the  1,040  men  who  enlisted  in  1861, 
but  170  lived  to  return  to  their  homes.  Among 
the  battles  in  which  Mr.  Hoagland  participated  are 
the  following:  Chancellors ville,  Gaines'  Mill,  Mal- 
vern Hill,  Yorktown,  New  Bridge  and  South 
Mountain.     He   was   also  in  the  second  battle  of 
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Bull  Rim,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  and  many 
minor  engagements.  He  escaped  unhurt  by  the 
enemy's  missiles,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Detroit,  Mich.,  in  1864,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service.  He  now  lives  in  the  knowledge  of 
having  done  his  duty  to  his  country  in  its  hour  of 
peril,  and  is  thankful  that  he  went  through  the 
ordeals  of  war  unhurt. 


'RTHUR  C.  MANCHESTER.  It  has  been 
f/lM  well  said  that  ^-Agriculture  is  the  basis  of  a 
IK  nation's  strength,  and  from  this  springs  its 
prosperity."  This  is  eminently  true  as  re- 
gards the  source  of  the  strength  and  prosperity  of 
Lenawee  County,  and  among  her  intelligent  agri- 
culturists is  the  man  whose  name  stands  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch,  and  who  is  a  respected  resident  of 
Seneca  Township. 

Mr.  Manchester  is  a  native  of  Madison,  Madison 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  occurred  Dec.  1,  1845, 
and  is  the  son  of  James  D.  and  Deborah  (Church) 
Manchester,  who  were  also  natives  of  Madison. 
James  D.  Manchester  was  born  May  14,  1806,  and 
Mrs.  Manchester  Oct.  4,  1810.  They  first  began 
their  wedded  life  in  their  native  county,  where  Mr. 
Manchester  was  a  clothier  by  trade,  and  lived  in 
different  places  in  his  native  State  engaged  in  that 
business.  H^e  first  came  to  Michigan  with  his  family 
in  the  year  1836,  and  settled  in  Seneca  Township, 
where  he  took  up  160  acres  of  land.  After  living 
here  a  year  they  returned  to  New  York,  and  re- 
sided there  for  many  years,  but  in  1866  Mr.  Man- 
chester retired  from  his  business,  and  returning 
with  his  family  to  Seneca  Township  settled  on  the 
land  he  had  taken  up  thirty  years  before,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manchester 
continued  to  live  in  the  pleasant  home  that  they  had 
built  up  by  their  thrift  and  industry  until  their 
death.  Mrs.  Manchester  died  Feb.  27,  1879,  and 
Mr.  Manchester  Sept.  18,  1886.  They  were  true 
and  faithful  citizens,  and  their  death  was  a  loss 
to  the  community.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Julia  C,  who  is  the  wife  of  P.  F.  Rich- 
mond, of  Madison  Township;  and  Arthur  C. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
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his  native  State,  where  he  was  bred  on  a  farm,  and 
naturally  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits as  his  vocation  in  life.  In  the  spring  of  1866 
he  came  to  Lenawee  County  with  his  father,  and 
engaged  with  him  in  farming  on  his  land  in  Seneca 
Township  until  his  death,  when  Arthur  became  the 
possessor  of  the  farm  which  he  had  helped  to  im- 
im prove.  It  is  pleasantly  located,  and  still  consists 
of  the  160  acres  intact  which  his  father  took  up 
over  fifty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Manchester  was  married  in  Medina  Town- 
ship, Nov.  4,  1866,  to  Miss  Emily,  daughter  of 
Aaron  Jones.  She  was  born  in  Dover  Township, 
July  25,  1846,  and  is  a  lady  of  much  culture,  who 
before  her  marriage  was  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manchester  have  been  born  three 
children — Helen  D.,  Frank  and  Julia.  Helen  is  the 
wife  of  Fred  Lewis,  and  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Arthur. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manchester  are  warmly  regarded  in 
social  circles  for  their  geniality  and  kindliness,  and 
are  members  of  Medina  Gr range.  Mr.  Manchester 
IS  a  member  of  Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  173,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Medina,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 

^ORTON  H.  BAILEY,  M.  D.,  is  a  practicing 
physician  of  the  city  of  Morenci,  and, 
ll\J^  though  only  a  young  man,  has  already  ac- 
quired an  extensive  practice,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  and  respected  citizens  of  this 
county.  Dr.  Bailey  was  born  in  Saline,  Mich.,  April 
11,  1857,  and  settled  in  Morenci  in  January, 
1883. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Peter  H.  and 
Jane  A.  (Weatherwax)  Bailey,  who  were  natives  of 
New  York  State.  They  were  born  in  the  Mohawk 
Valley,  and  there  brought  up  their  family  of  four 
children — three  sons  and  one  daughter — of  whom 
Norton  H.  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He 
attended  the  common  schools  until  ten  years  of  age, 
and  afterward  entered  school  at  Spring  Harbor, 
Mich.  Thence  he  went  to  Hillsdale  College,  and 
after  some  time  spent  in  study  in  that  institution  he 
studied  medicine  with  S.  P.  Town,  M,  D.,  of  Jack- 
son, Mich.,  and  remained  with  him   about  two  and 
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one-half  years.  He  then  attended  a  course  of 
lectures  at  Pulta  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  months  he  established 
himself  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.,  where  he  remained  about  one  year. 
He  then  returned  to  the  college  at  Cincinnati,  and 
completing  his  course  of  study  was  graduated  in 
the  winter  of  1879-80.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Concord,  Mich.,  where  he 
remained  about  three  years,  and  then  after  spending 
a  year  in  traveling  he  settled  in  Morenci  as  above 
stated,  where  he  has  a  large  and  growing  practice. 

Our  subject  sustained  the  loss  of  his  mother 
when  he  was  but  nine  years  of  age,  and  was  thus 
left  without  her  guiding  care  during  that  period  of 
life  when  a  child  is  so  susceptible  to  the  tender  in- 
fluences of  a  mother's  teaching.  He  was  married 
in  Jackson,  Mich.,  Aug.  29, 1877,  to  Miss  Ida  Hard- 
ing, who  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Mich.  To  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  been  born  two  children: 
Florence  and  Bonella,  the  latter  of  whom  died  when 
an  interesting  child  three  years  old. 

Though  only  a  young  man  Dr.  Bailey,  by  his  ex- 
tensive course  of  study  and  travel,  has  become  well 
acquainted  with  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and 
keeps  well  abreast  of  the  age  in  its  inventions  and 
discoveries  relating  to  the  healing  art.  In  politics 
he  gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party. 


JUDGE  LEWIS  SANFORD,  of  Woodstock 
Township,  is  an  old  settler,  one  of  the  men 
who  have  been  instrumental  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  township,  a  man  of  wealth  and 
standing,  and  concerned  in  most  of  its  worthy  en- 
terprises. He  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  a  period  of  twenty-six  years,  during  which  time 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  with  rare 
good  judgment,  and  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  with  the  earnest  desire  to  dispense  justice  in  an 
impartial  manner,  according  to  the  best  of  his  abil- 
ity. His  long  residence  in  this  section,  and  his 
qualities  as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  have  caused  him  to 
be  regarded  both  with  esteem  and  affection,  and 
there  have  been  few  enterprises  of  note  which  have 
not  enlisted  his  interest  and  his  services  in  their 


"^'  H  ■•-^•« 


development.  He  represented  the  township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  four  or  five  years, 
and  in  storm  and  sunshine  has  preserved  his  faith 
in  Democracy,  and  given  to  it  his  hearty  support 
now  for  over  forty-seven  years.  He  owns  over  600 
acres  of  some  of  the  finest  land  in  Southern  Michi- 
gan. 

Judge  Sanford  is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  near  the  town  of  Wales,  April  14, 
1820.  His  father,  Ezekiel  Sanford,  was  born  in 
Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and  died  in  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1828,  aged  sixty-two  years.  The  mother, 
Mrs.  Susannah  (Badger)  Sanford,  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  came  to  this  county  with  her  son  Lewis,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Woodstock  Township,  in  June, 
1844,  when  sixty-six  years  old.  Ezekiel  Sanford 
was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  also  carried  on  farming. 
The  family  is  of  English  descent,  and  of  good  old 
Quaker  stock.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject  came  from  England,  and  spent  the  last  years 
of  their  lives  in  New  York.  Ezekiel  and  Susannah 
Sanford  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  sons 
and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Lewis  was  the  young- 
est, and  is  the  only  survivor. 

Young  Sanford  continued  in  his  native  county 
with  his  mother  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the 
meantime  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
school.  In  the  spring  of  1836  he  set  out  for  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  and  worked  out  by  the 
month  for  three  years  following.  His  first  purchase 
of  real  estate  was  a  half  acre  of  ground  which  he 
secured  in  exchange  for  a  gun.  The  early  habits 
of  industry  and  economy  to  which  he  had  been 
carefully  reared  served  him  well  now,  and  about 
1840  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  with  the  money 
he  had  saved  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  from 
which  he  cleared  ten  a<3res  the  first  year.  The  sec- 
ond year  he  had  forty-five  acres  cleared,  and  now 
finding  himself  on  the  road  to  prosperity,  he  decided 
to  share  his  lot  with  some  good  woman.  His  affec- 
tions were  finally  captured  by  Miss  Delilah  Wheaton, 
who  was  then  a  resident  of  Raisin  Township,  but 
who  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  21, 
1824.  Her  parents,  Egbert  and  Catherine  (Jack- 
son) Wheaton,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  whence 
they  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1836.     The  father 
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took  up  eighty  acres  of  Government  land  in  Branch 
County,  but  never  lived  there.  He  settled  first  in 
Raisin  Township,  this  county,  whence  he  removed 
later  to  Adrian,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  his  death  taking  place  in  August,  1840,  at  the 
age  of  fifty -seven  years.  The  mother  followed  her 
husband  in  less  than  a  month,  dying  also  in  August, 
and  was  fifty-three  years  old.  Of  their  six  children 
but  three  are  now  living:  Betsey,  who  married  C. 
Wheaton,  a  farmer  of  Franklin  Township;  Lydia 
R.,  the  vvife  of  H.  Reed,  a  farmer  of  Lapeer  County, 
this  State,  and  Delilah. 

The  household  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  all  natives 
of  Woodstock  Township,  and  of  whom  we  give  the 
record  as  follows:  The  eldest,  Adelaide  A.,  was 
born  June  28,  1844,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Pear- 
son, of  Woodstock  Township,  and  the  mother  of 
three  sons;  Lewis  was  born  Oct.  15,  1847, and  died 
Aug.  12,  1850;  Adeline  D.  was  born  Sept.  15, 1851, 
and  married  George  Lewis,  who  is  operating  a  farm 
of  his  father-in-law;  they  have  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter. Charles  Wesley  was  born  Sept.  27,  1853,  and 
works  witli  his  father  at  home;  he  married  Miss 
Agnes  Bakewell,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;  Mr.  Bakewell  is  of  English  birth  and 
descent,  and  is  still  living,  a  resident  of  Ingham 
County,  and  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Elsie  was  born  May  28,  1855,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  D.  Binns,  who  is  working  another  farm  of 
the  Judge ;  they  have  a  daughter.  Ella  A.  was  born 
Oct.  31,  1859,  and  is  the  wife  of  James  Lamb,  and 
the  mother  of  a  son;  they  occupy  a  part  of  the 
Judge's  land.  Horace  was  born  March  31,  1850, 
and  died  Sept.  22,  1850,  when  six  months  old; 
Leroy  was  born  July  1,  1866,  and  died  March  25, 
1870,  when  four  years  of  age;  Ida  M.  was  born 
Oct.  26,  1868,  and  died  Nov.  3,  1885. 

The  land  owned  by  Judge  Sanford  is  almost  all 
under  good  cultivation,  with  numerous  houses  and 
other  buildings  necessary  for  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  To 
the  latter  industry  he  has  given  close  attention,  and 
is  particularly  fond  of  fine  horses.  Amid  the  ex- 
tensive private  interests  which  have  necessarily  in- 
volved the  outlay  of  much  time  and  labor,  Judge 
Sanford  has  interested  himself  in  schools  and 
^9 , 


churches,  and  for  forty  years  has  officated  fre- 
quently in  the  pulpit,  having  been  an  ordained 
minister  of  the  Congregational  Church  thirteen 
years.  His  children  have  been  given  a  sensible 
and  practical  education,  finishing  at  the  High  School 
in  Addison,  while  Charles  W.  took  a  course  in  the 
commercial  school  at  Adrian,  and  have  already 
taken  their  position  in  life  as  honored  and  respected 
members  of  the  community.  The  works  of  such  a 
man  as  Judge  Sanford  will  remain  a  monument  to 
his  credit  long  after  he  shall  have  gone  the  way  of 
all  the  earth. 


*-# 


ON.  ALFRED  D.  HALL.  There  are  few 
men  in  Lenawee  County  whose  names  will 
be  held  in  more  grateful  remembrance  than 
that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Hall  came  to  this  section  of  country  shortly  after 
reaching  his  majority,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
closely  identified  with  its  business  and  agricultural 
interests  for  over  a  period  of  thirty-four  years. 
The  main  points  in  a  life  history  unusually  inter- 
esting are  as  follows:  Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Byron,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  6,  1824, 
and  is  the  son  of  Capt.  Stephen  P.  Hall,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  a  native  of  New  London,  Conn., 
where  he  was  born  Dec.  15,  1797.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Benjamin  Hall,  followed  the  sea  in  the 
West  India  trade  during  the  winter,  and  in  sum- 
mer superintended  the  operations  of  his  farm  in 
Connecticut.  Later  in  life  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to 
Genesee  County,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers, and  where  he  spent  his  last  days. 

Stephen  P.  Hall,  the  father  of  our  subject,  spent 
the  early  years  of  his  life  with  his  parents  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  June  1,  1822.  In 
1845,  with  his  family,  he  made  his  way  to  the 
young  State  of  Michigan,  settling  on  a  tract  of  land 
near  Albion,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  built  up  a 
good  homestead,  and  lived  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  4,  1861.  His  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Clarissa, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Dibble,  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  by   her   marriage   with   Stephen   Hall 
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there  were  born  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  become  men  and  women,  Alfred 
D.  being  the  eldest  in  the  family.  Mrs.  Clarissa 
Hall  was  born  May  4,  1801,  in  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Dean,  in  Reed  City, 
Osceola  County,  this  State.  Mr.  Hall's  father  served 
for  many  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  for 
some  time  a  Captain  in  the  State  militia.  He  took 
a  lively  interest  in  educational  and  religious  mat- 
ters, and  for  many  years  before  his  death  was  a 
Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  father  to  this  State, 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  that  of  his 
father  in  Calhoun  County.  This  he  cleared  from 
the  heavy  timber  and  occupied  it  until  the  winter 
of  1853-54,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  his  pres- 
ent homestead  in  Tecumseh  Township.  This  farm  is 
pleasantly  located  one  and  one-half  miles  northeast 
of  the  village,  and  the  little  family  took  possession 
in  the  spring  of  1854.  Mr.  Hall  early  in  life  be- 
came a  leading  citizen,  and  filled  various  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility  in  Tecumseh  Township.  He 
had  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Calhoun 
County,  and  after  his  removal  to  Tecumseh  Town- 
ship he  was  elected  President  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  original  incorporators,  and  held 
the  position  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  Subsequently 
he  served  as  Secretary,  and  until  a  few  years  ago 
continued  on  the  Board  of  Directors.  He  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Lenawee  Agricultural  Society  five 
years,  and  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  six  years, 
during  one  year  of  which  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
board. 

Mr.  Hall  had  now  amply  distinguished  himself  as 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1876  he  was  elected  a  representative  to  the 
Michigan  Legislature,  and  re-elected  in  1878.  Dur- 
ing his  services  at  the  capitol  he  served  on  various 
important  committees,  and  introduced  various 
measures  which  had  a  perceptible  effect  upon  the 
matters  under  consideration.  He  did  not  aspire, 
however,  to  be  a  politician,  and  as  soon  as  relieved 
from  the  cares  of  office,  gladly  returned  to  his  farm- 
ing pursuits,  and  resolved  to  give  to  them  his  entire 
attention.     He  has  now  for  a  period  of  thirty-five 


years  occupied  the  charming  homestead  which  in- 
variably attracts  the  eye  of  the  passing  traveler,  as 
one  of  the  most  finely  appointed  farms  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  Lenawee  County.  The  Hall  home- 
stead includes  130  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land 
with  handsome  and  substantial  buildings,  situated 
upon  a  slight  elevation,  and  commanding  an  exten- 
sive view  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  soil  is 
particularly  adapted  to  the  growing  of  grain,  and 
the  proprietor  gives  special  attention  to  the  breed- 
ing of  high-grade  cattle,  while  his  horses  and  other 
livestock  are  of  a  quality  calculated  to  reflect  credit 
upon  the  proprietor.  The  farm  machinery  is  of  the 
latest  and  most  approved  pattern,  and  everything 
about  the  premises  denotes  the  thorough  and  skilled 
agriculturist,  in  love  with  his  calling  and  ambitious 
of  the  best  results. 

Mr.  Hall,  while  a  resident  of  Calhoun  County, 
this^State,  was  united  in  marriage,  Sept.  9,  1851, 
with  Miss  Emily  A.  Todd,  of  Byron,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Daniel 
T.,  who  was  born^^May  15,  1852,  and  is  now  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Baker  &  Hall,  of  Tecumseh; 
and  Sarah  A.,  who  was  born  Dec.  27,  1854,  and 
married  E.  J.  Stevenson,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Adrian,  who  died  in  1883,  leaving  his  widow 
and  two  sons,  George  and  Al  red.  Mrs.  Stevenson 
afterward  married  Hon.  William  H.  Wiggins,  and 
continues  her  residence  at  Adrian.  Mrs.  Emily  A. 
Hall  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Tecumseh 
Township,  Feb.  21,  1862. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Feb.  15,  1865,  was  formerly  Miss  Engelina, 
daughter  of  Rudolph  and  Petronella  Heesen,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  were  born  in  1801.  Of  this 
union  there  were  five  children,  the  record  being  as 
follows:  Frank  H.  was  born  July  22,  1866,  and  is 
completing  his  education  in  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Lansing;  George  E.  was  born  June  16, 1868, 
and  died  April  20,  1869;  William  E.  was  born  May 
15,  1870;  Rachel  N.  M.,  Dec.  5, 1872, and  Emily  E., 
Feb.  15,  1875.  The  three  youngest  are  at  home 
with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Engelina  Hall  was  born 
in  Dinxperlo,  Holland,  April  19,  1838.  Her  parents 
were  also  natives  of  that  country,  whence  they 
emigrated  to  America  in  1844,  and  located  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  the   mother   died   July  4, 
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1860.  The  father  continued  in  Cleveland  until  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter  in  Tecumseh,  April  17,  1861. 
Our  subject  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful 
members  of  his  community,  and  one  interested  in 
the  various  enterprises  having  for  their  object  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people.  No  man  has  more 
warmly  encouraged  the  establishment  of  religious 
and  educational  institutions,  or  lent,  according  to 
his  means,  more  substantial  aid.  He  has  officiated 
as  a  Ruling  Elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Tecumseh  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years, 
and  is  one  of  its  chief  pillars.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  in  1847,  and  continued  with  the 
old  Whig  party  until  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his  sup- 
port to  Republican  principles. 
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RCHIBALD  M.  SICKLY  was  born  in  Mor- 
ris County,  N.  J.,  Dec.  7,  1829.  His  par- 
"%  ents  were  Willian|  and  Sarah  A.  (Sutfin) 
Sickly,  also  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  both 
born  near  Hackettstown.  The  former  was  born  in 
1801,  and  the  latter  in  1808.  The  father  of  our 
subject  followed  farming  during  his  early  manhood 
in  his  native  State,  removing  in  1833  to  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
remained  until  1850.  During  that  year  he  came  to 
Michigan,  the  journey  being  made  by  team  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  water  to  Monroe,  and  from  there 
by  team  to  his  farm  of  120  acres  of  land  in  Wood- 
stock Township,  this  county.  This  land  has  re- 
mained  in  the  family  since,  and  is  now  occupied  by 
Archibald,  of  our  sketch.  Here  William  Sickly 
finished  life's  labor,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-six years.  His  estimable  wife  died  in  Somerset, 
Mich.,  June  5,  1887,  aged  seventy-nine.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  three  of  whom 
died  in  childhood.  The  eldest,  John  W.,  is  now 
living  in  East  Groveland,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y. 
The  next  is  Archibald,  our  subject,  and  the  third 
Mary  J.,  now  Mrs.  Turrell,  of  Somerset,  Mich. ;  the 
fourth,  Sarah  A.  Chapman,  of  Chico,  Cal. ;  then  in 
the  order  are :  Martin  V.,  of  Macon,  this  county ; 
Louisa  Maria  Babcock,  of  Leslie,  Ingham  Co.,  Mich. ; 
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Lydia  W.  Lamb,  of  Blissfield,    Mich.,   and   James 
Augustus,  of  Somerset. 

The  Sickly  family  was  originally  from  Holland, 
whence  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrated 
during  the  Colonial  days,  and  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  had  a  brother 
who  came  with  him,  and  served  by  his  side  during 
the  struggle  for  American  freedom.  William  Sickly 
was  a  life-long  Democrat,  and  his  son,  our  subject,  | 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  same  party.  | 

Archibald  M.  Sickly  after  leaving  the  district  | 
school  attended  Temple  Hill  Seminary,  at  Geneseo,  | 
N.  Y.,  and  also  at  Lima  Seminary,  and  at  the  age  i 
of  twenty-one  commenced  teaching.  In  the  fall  | 
of  1850  he  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  re-  f 
mained  during  the  winter,  purchasing  a  lot  and  | 
erecting  a  house  thereon.  He  then  sold  out  and  re-  l 
turned  to  New  Jersey,  his  native  State,  and  took  { 
charge  of  the  Milburn  Academy,  which  he  con-  | 
ducted  for  two  years.  He  then  came  West  on  a  | 
visit  to  his  father  in  Woodstock  Township,  remain-  | 
ing  during  the  year.  He  decided  to  make  this  his  »; 
permanent  residence,  and  the  year  following  pur-  ? 
chased  a  tract  of  land  in  the  same  township. 

On  the  31st  of  May,  1856,  occurred  one  of  the     I 
most  important  events  in  the  life  of  our  subject, 
namely,  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  this  town-     } 
ship,  his  bride  being  Miss  Sarah  M.  Clark,  who  was     ; 
born  in  Detroit,  May  14,  1833.     Mrs.  Sickly  is  the     i 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Osborn)  Clark,      . 
who  were  of  New  England  parentage.     Mr.  Clark     | 
came  to  Michigan  in  its  pioneer  days,  about  1830,      • 
and  died  while  a  young  man  twenty-eight  years     f 
old,  July  3,  1836,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children,      | 
Mrs.  Sickly  and  a   brother.     The    latter    died    in      I 
Woodstock  Township  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years.     | 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Sickly  was  three  times  married,      j 
The  second  marriage  was    to  Stephen  Turrell,  to 
whom  she  bore  one  child.  Noble  C,  who  is  now 
deceased.      Her    third    marriage    was    to    Hiram 
Johnson,  and  to  them  there  was  born  one  child,  Au- 
gusta D.,  who  was  graduated  at  Ypsilanti,  and  is 
married  to  Prof.  George  Barnes;  they  at  present 
reside  at  Howell,  Livingston  County,  where  he  has 
charge  of  the  school.     Mrs.  Clark  died  in  Wood- 
stock Township,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1872,  at  the 
age  of   fifty -six    years.      Both    the   maternal  and 
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paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Sickly  died  when 
she  was  quite  young.  The  latter  were  Zachariah 
B.  and  Lefa  Clark,  who  spent  their  last  years  in 
one  of  the  New  England  States. 

Mrs.  Sickly  was  educated  in  the  district  school 
ill  AVoodstock,  and  like  her  husband,  developed 
into  a  teacher,  following  this  profession  some 
time  before  her  marriage.  They  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  but  have  been  called  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  three  of  these.  Their  eldest  daughter, 
Nevada  M.,  was  born  April  4,  1857,  and  married 
J.  E.  Phillips,  of  Ionia,  this  State;  they  have  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  John  W. 
was  born  Nov.  29,  1858,  and  died  Feb.  15,  1861; 
Mary  E.  was  born  Feb.  22,  1862,  and  is  the 
wife  of  M.  F.  Turrell,  of  Springville,  where  he 
is  teaching;  they  have  one  child,  a  daugh- 
ter. Charlotte  E.  was  born  Aug.  17,  1864,  and 
died  March  17  following;  Fred.  L.  was  born 
June  16,  1866,  and  after  completing  his  studies 
at  Brooklyn,  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Som- 
erset and  is  Postmaster  at  that  place;  Catherine 
M.  was  born  Nov.  27,  1867,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  parents;  Bessie  W.  was  born  Sept.  22, 
1869,  and  has  been  a  student  of  the  High  School  in 
Brooklyn;  Ernest  was  born  April  15,  1872,  and  is 
at  home  with  his  parents ;  like  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters he  will  receive  a  good  education.  Archibald 
M.  was  born  Sept.  20,  1873,  and  died  April  24, 
1876;  Theo  was  born  June  23,  1875,  and  is  a 
bright  girl  thirteen  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sickly  after  their  marriage  occu- 
pied a  rented  farm  for  two  years,  and  Mr.  Sickly 
employed  his  time  during  winter  as  a  teacher.  He 
then  purchased  a  farm  in  this  township,  which  he 
lived  upon  fourteen  years,  and  then  selling  out  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  the  heirs  in  the  homestead, 
and  added  to  it  until  he  has  now  135  acres  of  land, 
all  fertile  and  well  cultivated.  The  improvements 
are  the  result  of  the  united  labors  of  his  honored 
father  and  himself.  During  his  younger  years  Mr. 
Sickly  traveled  quite  extensively  as  agent  for  vari- 
ous business  firms,  and  for  eight  years  was  agent  of 
the  Fairbanks  Scale  Company.  He  was  also  for 
some  time  connected  with  an  insurance  company. 
During  the  construction  of  the  railroad  rimning 
from  Hillsdale  to  the  city  of  Ypsilanti  he  was  tie  and 


bridge  contractor  for  the  distance  of  twelve  miles. 
Mr.  Sickly  uniformly  votes  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  has  served  as  Supervisor,  Township  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  and  has  also  been  School  Inspector  for  a 
period  of  seventeen  years.  He*  was  chosen  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  Legislature  in  1878,  but  defeated  with 
the  others  of  his  ticket.  He  believes  in  temperance, 
but  does  not  consider  the  prohibition  policy  the 
wisest  measure  to  be  adopted  at  present. 
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AMUEL  P.  WHITIVIARSH,  a  prominent 
druggist  and  grocer  of  Palmyra,  was  born 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1831,  in  Springfield, 
Mass.  His  father,  Deacon  Alvah  Whit- 
marsh,  was  born  in  Cummington,  Hampshire  Co., 
Mass.,  in  1796,  and  the  grandfather  w^as  a  farmer 
who  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Cumming- 
ton. 

Deacon  Alvah  Whitmarsh  was  reared  to  man. 
hood  in  his  native  town,  and  when  a  young  man 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and 
worked  in  Springfield  as  a  contractor  and  builder 
until  1834,  when  he  removed  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
and  carried  on  that  business  for  two  years.  He 
then  became  a  resident  of  Newbury,  and  while 
there  built  the  Reformed  Church.  In  1839  he 
removed  to  Cold  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  at 
his  trade  until  the  fall  of  1841,  when  he  came 
west  by  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago.  There  were  no  railroads  running  into 
Chicago  at  that  time,  but  he  met  a  man  from 
Bureau  County,  111.,  who  was  going  back  with  a 
team,  and  accompanying  him  to  Princeton,  he  soon 
afterward  made  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  a 
court-house.  This  man  was  one  o'f  the  original 
members  of  the  Hampshire  Colony  that  settled 
Princeton  about  1831.  Alvah  Whitmarsh  remained 
in  Princeton  engaged  in  the  business  of  building, 
until  his  death  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
During  his  life  he  was  an  Abolitionist,  and  his 
hatred  of  slavery  was  as   deep  seated  as  any   con- 
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scientious  conviction  he  ever  had.  He  was  an 
associate  and  contemporary  of  Owen  Lovejoy,  the 
great  Illinois  Abolition  leader,  and  was  a  Deacon 
in  the  church  of  which  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  the  pastor. 
During  the  years  which  preceded  the  war  that 
resulted  in  the  extermination  of  slavery  in  this 
country,  Deacon  Whitmarsh's  house  was  a  depot  on 
the  underground  railroad  which  carried  many 
slaves  to  freedom.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  whose  maiden  name  was  Naomi  M. 
Clark,  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  and 
she  still  lives  in  Princeton  in  the  eighty-fifth  year 
of  her  age.  Deacon  Whitmarsh  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Lydia  .Clark,  sister  of  his  second 
wife.  There  were  four  children  as  the  result  of 
each  marriage. 

Samuel  P.  Whitmarsh  was  the  eldest  of  the 
children  of  the  second  family,  and  was  ten  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  removed  to  Illinois;  he. at- 
tended the  school  established  at  Princeton  by  the 
Hampshire  Colony,  and  when  a  young  man  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter.  In  1848  he  paid  his  first 
visit  to  Lenawee  County,  where  during  the  winter 
of  1848-49  he  taught  school,  and  then  returned  to 
Princeton,  where  he  remained  until  1852,  when  he 
started  to  California  by  the  overland  route.  In 
making  this  trip  with  teams  six  months  were  con- 
sumed, and  upon  his  arrival  in  California  he  worked 
at  his  trade  of  carpenter  and  millwright,  and  also 
mining  and  prospecting  for  gold.  Eleven  years  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  California  and  two  years  in 
the  Mexican  possessions  and  Lower  California. 
Upon  his  return  in  1865  he  settled  in  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  for  two  years,  and  then  located  in  Palmyra 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  now  resides.  Upon 
reaching  Palmyra,  he  engaged  at  carpentering^ 
which  he  continued  until  1871,  when  he  entered 
the  drug  and  grocery  business,  in  which  he  has 
since  continued. 

In  October,  1865,  vSamuel  P.  Whitmarsh  was 
married  to  Mary  Steele,  who  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Laura  (Downey)  Steele.  To  them  two  children 
have  been  born — Rollin  H.  and  Olive.  Being  the 
son  of  a  man  who  was  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
ideas  of  libert3%  and  the  equality  of  man  before  the 
aw,  it  is  little  wonder   that   Mr.  Whitmarsh  was 


ripe  to  join  a  party  which  formulated  the  declara- 
tion of  the  principles  on  which  Oen.  John  C.  Free- 
mont  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency in  1856,  the  year  our  subject  cast  his  first 
vote.  His  loyalty  to  the  Republican  party  has 
been  constant  ever  since. 


\l7  P]VI  B.  FORD,  one  of  the  substantial  farmers 
I  (®  ^^  Riga  Township,  has  been  very  successful 
jlLJ^  |j^  \[fQ^  and  since  starting  out  in  the  world 
with  a  capital  that  did  not  exceed  $200,  has  acquired 
wealth  by  his  own  indefatigable  and  well-directed 
toil.  He  was  born  amid  the  pleasant  scenes  of  the 
old  town  of  Cummington,  Mass..  on  the  19th  of 
March,  1836,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Charles  and 
Fidelia  (Bates)  Ford.  The  genealogy  of  the  family, 
which  has  been  most  widely  preserved  through  sev- 
eral generations,  is  as  follows: 

Hezekiah  Ford  (1st)  was  born  in  the  year  1688 
in  Abington,  Plymouth  Co.,  Mass.,  and  was  of 
Scotch  parentage.  He  was  married  to  Ruth  Whit- 
marsh in  the  year  1712,  and  in  the  following  year 
a  son  was  born  to  them  who  was  given  the  name 
of  his  father.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  Selectmen 
of  the  town  in  1720,  and  died  in  1721. 

Hezekiah  Ford  (2d)  was  born  in  the  year  1713 
in  Abington,  Mass.,  and  was  married  to  Deborah 
Beals  in  1734.  A  son  was  born  to  them  in  1735, 
who  also  received  the  name  of  his  father.  Part  of 
the  life  of  the  latter  was  spent  as  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  army.  He  removed  from  Abington  to  Cum- 
mington, Hampshire  County,  June  20,  1774,  and 
died  in  1775. 

Hezekiah  Ford  (3d)  was  born  in  Abington,  Mass., 
in  1735,  and  was  married  in  1759  to  a  Miss  Fisher, 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
Hezekiah  (4th),  who  was  born  Dec.  29,  1759;  Amos, 
who  died  childless,  and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom 
married  late  in  life,  and  the  other  remained  un- 
married ;  they  all  lived  to  be  very  old.     Hezekiah 
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(3d)  removed  to  Curamington,  was  in  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  also  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
participating  in  the  battle  of  Ticonderoga.  He 
made  nails  by  hand  from  old  hoop  iron  that  he  himself 
hauled  from  Albany,  N.  Y.  He  removed  to  Cum- 
mington,  June  20,  1774,  and  there  his  death  oc- 
curred Feb.  8,  1826. 

Hezekiah  (4th)  was  born  Dec.  29,  1759,  in  Abing- 
ton,  Mass.,  and  went  with  his  father  and  grand- 
father to  Cummington.  He  also  took  some  part  iu 
the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  married  to  Hulda 
Cobb  Jan.  23,  1787,  and  the  children  born  to  this 
couple  are  recorded  as  follows:  Ansel  was  born 
June  27,  1788,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1858;  Darius  and 
Cyrus  (twins)  were  born  May  16,  1790;  the  former 
died  April  6,  1859,  and  the  latter  April  13,  1864. 
Otis  was  born  March  22,  1793,  and  died  Oct.  2, 
1795;  Hannal  was  born  Nov.  2,  1796,  and  lived  less 
than  a  day;  Delia  was  born  Feb.  22,  1798,  and  died 
July  3  following;  Otis  was  born  April  26,  1799, 
and  died  Aug.  28,  1801;  Roxy  was  born  Oct  9, 
1802,  and  died  August  18,  year  not  known;  Lewis 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1806.  The  father  lived  in  Cum- 
mington until  Oct.  3,  1842,  at  which  time  he  re- 
moved to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  live  with  his  son 
Cyrus,  who  supported  him  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  limited  education,  but 
good  common  sense  enabled  him  to  make  good  use 
of  what  he  knew;  he  died  at  East  Cleveland,  Dec. 
19,  1848. 

Ansel  Ford,  the  first  son  of  Hezekiah  (4th)  was 
born  June  27,  1788,  in  Cummington,  Mass.,  and 
lived  with  his  father  until  his  marriage  with  Deborah 
Tower,  June  7,  1807.  Having  nothing  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  family  but  his  own  earnings,  he  worked 
mostly  at  carpentering  and  was  handy  at  almost 
anything  that  offered  itself.  He  soon  had  a  large 
family  to  support,  and  his  efforts  to  save  anything 
from  his  daily  labors  were  discouraging.  ^  The  chil- 
dren born  to  him  are  recorded  as  follows :  Deborah 
was  born  Aug.  15,  1807,  and  lived  only  until  the 
following  day  ;  Charles  was  born  Jan.  22,  1809,  and 
is  still  living;  Hosea  was  born  April  4,  1810,  and 
died  Oct.  27,1867;  Otis  was  born  Jan.  5,  1812,  and 
died  Jan.  2,  1886;  Amos  was  born  Dec.  6,  1813, 
and  died  July  28,  1877;  Lucius  was  born  Nov.  9, 
1815,  and  is  still  living;  Almina  was  born  March 
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11,  1817,  and  died  Sept.  1,  1846;  Franklin  was  born 
March  7,  1819,  and  died  in  August,  1821;  Cyrus 
was  born  March  18,1821,  and  died  Aug.  24,  1868; 
Anna  was  born  Nov.  27,  1824,  and  died  Feb.  27, 
1886;  Delia  was  born  April  29,  1827,  and  is  still 
living;  Darius  was  born  in  May^  1 829,  and  died  upon 
the  same  day ;  Franklin  was  born  Dec.  4,  1 831 ,  and  is 
still  living.  Ansel  Ford  resided  most  of  the  time 
during  his  3^ounger  manhood  at  Williamstown  and 
Cummington,  but  observing  the  tide  of  time  was 
carrying  man}^  energetic  |>eople  westward  to  build 
up  new  homes  in  a  country  which  had  heretofore 
been  uninhabited  by  white  men,  he  started  west 
with  his  wife  and  younger  children  in  the  hope  of 
gaining  the  independence  which  nature  and  well- 
being  demands.  Coming  first  to  where  Toledo 
now  stands,  and  thence  to  Oorham  Township,  Ful- 
ton Co.,  Ohio,  he  arrived  there  in  the  spring  of 
1841  w^ith  only  $5  in  money.  He  purchased  120 
acres  of  land,  from  which  he  soon  began  to  realize 
the  hopes  of  his  ambition,  and  before  his  death, 
Dec.  21,  1858,  he  had  his  farm  in  good  shape  for  cul- 
tivation, and  had  erected  convenient  and  substantial 
buildings.  He  was  a  believer  in  Spiritualism,  and 
the  last  few  years  of  his  life  possessed  the  power 
of  a  medium.  His  wife  was  born  July  16,  1786,  and 
lived  a  number  of  years  after  his  decease.  She 
departed  this  life  Aug.  1,  1869. 

Charles  Ford,  first  son  of  Ansel  Ford,  was  born 
Jan.  22,  1809,  in  Cummington,  Mass.,  and  as  soon 
as  old  enough  he  began  working  out  by  the  day  and 
month.  One  season  he  labored  at  |10  per  month, 
and  worked  at  quarrying  stone  at  Ft.  Lee,  to  build 
the  Delaware  breakwater  near  New  York  City,  for 
fifty  cents  per  day.  He  thus  continued  until  his 
marriage  to  Fidelia  Bates,  a  lady  of  his  own  town, 
their  wedding  occurring  on  the  20th  of  May,  1835. 
Their  children  were:  Levi  B.,  who  was  born  March 
19,  1836;  George  F.,  March  2,  1838;  Eugene  F., 
April  5,  1841;  Lucius  L.,  Oct.  24,  1843;  Lovina 
B.,  Oct.  31,  1848;  Charles  D.  was  born  July  24, 
1853,  and  died  May  23,  1854,  and  Ellen  M.  was 
born  May  8,  1858.  The  father  supported  his 
family  by  farming  and  making  scythe  snaths.  His 
father  having  removed  to  the  West,  Charles  sold 
his  property,  and  with  his  family  and  $2,600  in 
money,  joined  his  parent  in  Ohio   in    the   fall   of 
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1850.  Toward  the  following  spring  he  purchased 
310  acres  of  land  in  Richfield  Township,  Lucas 
County,  which  has  since  been  his  home;  he  has  im- 
proved a  good  farm  and  always  superintended  its 
operations.  He  charged  his  wife  after  they  were 
married  to  be  saving  and  economical  in  her  man- 
agement, saying  that  he  would  rather  do  without 
some  things  than  to  be  compelled  always  to  work 
by  the  day  to  support  his  family.  He  cared  very 
little  about  fine  clothes  and  his  personal  appearance, 
being  better  satisfied  to  have  the  money  in  his 
pocket  with  which  he  could  buy  a  horse,  than  to 
have  a  horse  for  which  he  was  owing.  These  prin- 
ciples followed  out  by  himself  and  his  estimable 
partner  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  a  fine 
property,  upon  which  he  pays  the  largest  tax  of 
any  man  in  his  township.  He  is  hale  and  active, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  vigorous  old  age.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  July  4,  1813^,  died  on  the 
21st  of  May,  1879. 

There  are  certain  principles  consecrated  by  the 
family,  and  among  these  are  industry,  economy,  and 
the  practice  of  immediately  paying  for  what  they 
buy,  thus  keeping  their  expenses  within  their  in- 
come. There  is  always  an  endeavor  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
family  the  importance  of  these  principles  to  a  suc- 
cessful life, 

Levi  B.  Ford,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  at- 
tended the  district  school  quite  regularly  in  his 
native  town,  until  the  removal  in  1849  of  his 
parents  to  Windsor,  Vt.,  where  his  father  was  em- 
ployed as  Superintendent  of  the  State  Prison.  In 
the  following  year  they  removed  to  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  going  via  Erie  Canal  and  lake  to  Toledo. 
Before  settling  down  the  family  paid  a  visit 
to  the  grandparents  of  our  subject,  going  by  rail- 
way to  Adrian,  and  thence  to  Fulton;  at  that  time 
wooden  rails  were  used,  and  the  trains  moved  very 
slowly.  Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  the  home 
of  his  parents  in  Lucas  County,  remaining  with 
them  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  He  first 
started  out  in  life  as  a  farm  hand,  working  by  the 
month,  and  was  employed  in  that  capacity  by  his 
uncle,  Lucius  Ford,  now  living  in  Fulton  County. 
At  the  end  of  three  years  he  returned  to  Lucas 
County  and  worked  for  his  father  the  next  year. 
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On  the  12th  of  April,  1863,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  to  Nancy  Lenardson,  who  was  born 
in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  June  17,  1834.  Her 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  pioneer  of  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  occupied  in  farming 
until  his  removal  to  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  near  Sylvania,  on  which  he  lived  un- 
til his  death.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Ford,  James 
Lenardson,  grew  to  manhood  in  New  York,  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
married  in  Whiteford  Township,  Lucas  County,  to 
Hannah  Dean,  also  a  native  of  New  York  State; 
they  were  the  first  couple  ever  married  in  that 
township.  Her  father,  eJames  Dean,  was  a  native 
of  Ireland;  he  was  impressed  into  the  British  serv- 
ice, but  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  to  Amer- 
ica, and  first  settled  in  New  York  State,  where 
he  lived  for  a  time,  and  then  removed  to  Monroe 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  died. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenardson  returned 
to  their  native  State,  and  resided  there  for  a  time, 
and  then  returned  to  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  where 
they  lived  until  about  1843.  Mr.  Lenardson  then 
traded  forty  acres  of  land  in  Lucas  County  for  160 
acres,  heavily  timbered,  in  Bridgewater  Township, 
Williams  County,  where  he  built  a  log  house  and 
commenced  the  improvement  of  his  farm.  In  1852 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Lucas  County,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  in  Richfield  Township,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life;  his  wife  also  died  in 
that  county. 

In  1863  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  settled  on  their  farm 
in  Riga  Township,  which  has  ever  since  been  their 
place  of  residence,  and  here  their  united  industry, 
wise  economy  and  judicious  expenditure,  have  re- 
sulted in  a  beautiful  home,  replete  with  the  con- 
veniences of  modern  life.  When  Mr.  Ford  purchased 
his  farm  it  was  heavily  timbered,  and  he  first  had 
to  cut  away  the  trees  to  make  room  for  the  roomy 
log  house  that  he  soon  after  erected.  He  then 
entered  upon  the  labor  of  clearing  the  land  and 
preparing  it  for  cultivation.  The  area  of  his  pres- 
ent farm  is  220  acres,  eighty  acres  of  which  are  in 
timber,  and  the  remainder  improved  and  highly 
productive.  He  has  three  commodious  barns,  con- 
veniently arranged,  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked ;  he 
also  has  all  the  modern  farm  implements.     In  1877 
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he  erected  a  large  and  substantial  brick  house  of 
modern  st^ie  of  architecture,  and  has  it  well  fur- 
nished. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  have  been  born  four 
children,  as  follows:  Dorrance  was  born  Jan.  23, 
1864;  James  B.  was  born  March  16,  1867,  and  died 
Aug.  25,  1870;  Jay  L.  was  born  June  4,  1871,  and 
Ivey  L.,  Dec.  22,  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  occupy  a 
high  social  position  in  the  community.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  one 
among  those  to  whom  the  present  position  of  Len- 
awee County  is  largely  due.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  a  Republican.  Three  of  his  brothers — 
George,  P^ugene  and  Lucius — and  three  brothers  of 
Mrs.  Ford — Hezekiah,  Levi  and  John — served  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  late  Rebellion.  The 
Ford  homestead,  as  will  be  seen  b}^  the  view  pre- 
sented, combines  one  of  the  most  finely  improved 
farms  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  Levi 
B.  for  many  years  has  been  the  largest  tax-payer 
in  Riga  Township. 
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j]  RA  HOLLO  WAY,  formerly  a  resident  of  Og- 
den  Township,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Covert, 
Its  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  15,  1812.  His  father, 
Benjamin  Hollowa}^,  w^as  a  resident  of  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  removed  from  there  to  Seneca 
County  during  its  early  settlement.  He  bought 
land  and  cleared  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until 
1834,  when,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  removed 
to  Ohio,  traveling  thither  via  the  Erie  Canal  and 
lake.  He  located  in  Peru  Township,  Huron 
County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land,  and  im- 
proving a  farm  spent  the  last  days  of  his  life  in 
that  county  with  his  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  he 
commenced  teaching,  continuing  the  vocation  in 
winter  after  removing  to  Ohio  with  his  parents, 
but  turning  his  attention  to  farming  during  sum- 
mer. He  engaged  in  teaching  and  farming  alter- 
nately for  a  number  of  years  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful as  an  instructor.  After  his  marriage  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Norwich  Township,  Huron  County, 


and  then  became  engaged  exclusively  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  At  the  end  of  six  years  he  disposed 
of  his  property  there  and  bought  his  father's  farm 
in  Peru  Township,  on  which  he  lived  until  1882, 
when  he  came  to  Ogden  Township  and  resided  on  his 
farm  on  section  5  until  his  death,  Sept.  3,  1887.  He 
had  been  the  owner  of  this  farm  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  his  settlement,  and  had  spent  part  of  his 
time  here  superintending  its  improvement.  He  was 
a  man  of  well-known  ability,  and  was  a  good  citi- 
zen in  every  sense  of  the  word.  During  his  long 
term  of  residence  in  Peru  Township,  Ohio,  he  held 
many  offices  of  trust  in  the  township  and  was  influ- 
ential in  town  affairs.  He  had  a  good  knowledge  of 
law,  and  though  never  admitted  to  the  bar  he  was 
considered  a  wise  and  safe  counselor.  His  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Achsah  Boughton  occurred  Oct.  15, 
1837. 

Mrs.  Ira  Holloway  was  born  in  Grafton,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  10,1820,  and  now  occupies  the 
homestead  in  Ogden  Township.  To  her  unceasing 
care  and  helpfulness  .her  husband  was  much  in- 
debted for  the  success  that  he  attained.  She  is  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  recorded  as  follows :  Louisa 
Adams  and  Emeline  McFarland  live  in  Buffalo 
County,  Neb. ;  Caroline  Gribbin  lives  in  Appanoose 
County,  Iowa ;  James  lives  in  Fairfield  Township,  this 
county;  Chester  lives  in  Buffalo  County,  Neb.;  Al- 
mena  Tilson  lives  in  Eaton  County,  Mich.;  Horace 
lives  on  the  hometead  with  his  mother,  in  Ogden 
Township;  Cal  C.  lives  in  Buffalo  County,  Neb.; 
Hattie  Ham  brook  lives  in  Palmyra  Township,  and 
Elmer  E.  lives  in  San  Luis,  Obispo  Co.,  Cal. 

Mrs.  Hollo  way's  father,  Guy  C.  Boughton,  was 
born  in  Stockbridge,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  his 
father,  Nathan  Boughton,  removed  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Ohio  about  the  year  1818,  the  entire 
journey  being  made  with  ox-teams.  He  was  forty 
days  on  the  road  through  the  wilderness  of  West- 
ern New  York  and  settled  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
buying  a  large  tract  of  land  which  he  afterward 
gave  to  his  children,  with  whom  he  spent  his  last 
days.  Gu}^  C.  Boughton  grew  to  manhood  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  acccompanying  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
soon  after  married  Harriet  Sprague,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Sprague.     After  his  marriage    Mr.    Boughton  set- 
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1850.  Toward  the  following  spring  he  purchased 
310  acres  of  land  in  Richfield  Township,  Lucas 
County,  which  has  since  been  his  home;  he  has  im- 
proved a  good  farm  and  always  superintended  its 
operations.  He  charged  his  wife  after  they  were 
married  to  be  saving  and  economical  in  her  man- 
agement, saying  that  he  would  rather  do  without 
some  things  than  to  be  compelled  always  to  work 
by  the  day  to  support  his  family.  He  cared  very 
little  about  fine  clothes  and  his  personal  appearance, 
being  better  satisfied  to  have  the  money  in  his 
pocket  with  which  he  could  buy  a  horse,  than  to 
have  a  horse  for  which  he  was  owing.  These  prin- 
ciples followed  out  by  himself  and  his  estimable 
partner  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  a  fine 
property,  upon  which  he  pays  the  largest  tax  of 
any  man  in  his  township.  He  is  hale  and  active, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  vigorous  old  age.  The 
mother,  who  was  born  July  4,  181^,  died  on  the 
21st  of  May,  1879. 

There  are  certain  principles  consecrated  by  the 
family,  and  among  these  are  industry,  economy,  and 
the  practice  of  immediately  paying  for  what  they 
buy,  thus  keeping  their  expenses  within  their  in- 
come. There  is  always  an  endeavor  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
family  the  importance  of  these  principles  to  a  suc- 
cessful life, 

Levi  B.  Ford,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  at- 
tended the  district  school  quite  regularly  in  his 
native  town,  until  the  removal  in  1849  of  his 
parents  to  Windsor,  Vt.,  where  his  father  was  em- 
ployed as  Superintendent  of  the  State  Prison.  In 
the  following  year  they  removed  to  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  going  via  Erie  Canal  and  lake  to  Toledo. 
Before  settling  down  the  family  paid  a  visit 
to  the  grandparents  of  our  subject,  going  by  rail- 
way to  Adrian,  and  thence  to  Fulton ;  at  that  time 
wooden  rails  were  used,  and  the  trains  moved  very 
slowly.  Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  the  home 
of  his  parents  in  Lucas  County,  remaining  with 
them  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  He  first 
started  out  in  life  as  a  farm  hand,  working  by  the 
month,  and  was  employed  in  that  capacity  by  his 
uncle,  Lucius  Ford,  now  living  in  Fulton  County. 
At  the  end  of  three  years  he  returned  to  Lucas 
County  and  worked  for  his  father  the  next  year. 


On  the  12th  of  April,  1863,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  to  Nancy  Lenardson,  who  was  born 
in  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  June  17,  1834.  Her 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  pioneer  of  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  occupied  in  farming 
until  his  removal  to  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  near  Sylvania,  on  which  he  lived  un- 
til his  death.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Ford,  James 
Lenardson,  grew  to  manhood  in  New  York,  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
married  in  Whiteford  Township,  Lucas  County,  to 
Hannah  Dean,  also  a  native  of  New  York  State; 
they  were  the  first  couple  ever  married  in  that 
township.  Her  father,  James  Dean,  was  a  native 
of  Ireland;  he  was  impressed  into  the  British  serv- 
ice, but  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  to  Amer- 
ica, and  first  settled  in  New  York  State,  where 
he  lived  for  a  time,  and  then  removed  to  Monroe 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  died. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenardson  returned 
to  their  native  State,  and  resided  there  for  a  tin)e, 
and  then  returned  to  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  where 
they  lived  until  about  1843.  Mr.  Lenardson  then 
traded  forty  acres  of  land  in  Lucas  County  for  IGO 
acres,  heavily  timbered,  in  Bridgewater  Township, 
Williams  County,  where  he  built  a  log  house  and 
commenced  the  improvement  of  his  farm.  In  1852 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Lucas  County,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  in  Richfield  Township,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life;  his  wife  also  died  in 
that  county. 

In  1863  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  settled  on  their  farm 
in  Riga  Township,  which  has  ever  since  been  their 
place  of  residence,  and  here  their  united  industry, 
wise  economy  and  judicious  expenditure,  have  re- 
sulted in  a  beautiful  home,  replete  with  the  con- 
veniences of  modern  life.  When  Mr.  Ford  purchased 
his  farm  it  was  heavily  timbered,  and  he  first  had 
to  cut  away  the  trees  to  make  room  for  the  roomy 
log  house  that  he  soon  after  erected.  Fie  then 
entered  upon  the  labor  of  clearing  the  land  and 
preparing  it  for  cultivation.  The  area  of  his  pres- 
ent farm  is  220  acres,  eighty  acres  of  which  are  in 
timber,  and  the  remainder  improved  and  highW 
productive.  He  has  three  commodious  barns,  con- 
veniently arranged,  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked  ;  he 
also  has  all  the  modern  farm  implements.     In  1877 
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he  erected  a  large  and  substantial  brick  house  of 
modern  st^ie  of  architecture,  and  has  it  well  fur- 
nished. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  have  been  born  four 
children,  as  follows:  Dorrance  was  born  Jan.  23, 
1864;  James  B.  was  born  March  16,  1867,  and  died 
Aug.  25,  1870;  Jay  L.  was  born  June  4,  1871,  and 
Ivey  L.,  Dec.  22,  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  occupy  a 
high  social  position  in  the  community.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  one 
among  those  to  whom  the  present  position  of  Len- 
awee County  is  largely  due.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  a  Republican.  Three  of  his  brothers — 
George,  Eugene  and  Lucius — and  three  brothers  of 
Mrs.  Ford — Flezekiah,  Levi  and  John — served  in 
the  Union  army  during  the  late  Rebellion.  The 
P'ord  homestead,  as  will  be  seen  b}^  the  view  pre- 
sented, combines  one  of  the  most  finely  improved 
farms  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  Levi 
B.  for  many  years  has  been  the  largest  tax-payer 
in  Riga  Township. 


^  RA  HOLLO  WAY,  formerly  a  resident  of  Og- 
den  Township,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Covert, 
Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  15,  1812.  His  father, 
Benjamin  Holloway,  was  a  resident  of  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  removed  from  there  to  Seneca 
County  during  its  early  settlement.  He  bought 
land  and  cleared  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until 
1834,  when,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  removed 
to  Ohio,  traveling  thither  via  the  Erie  Canal  and 
lake.  He  located  in  Peru  Township,  Huron 
County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land,  and  im- 
proving a  farm  spent  the  last  days  of  his  life  in 
that  county  with  his  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools,  and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  he 
commenced  teaching,  continuing  the  vocation  in 
winter  after  removing  to  Ohio  with  his  parents, 
but  turning  his  attention  to  farming  during  sum- 
mer. He  engaged  in  teaching  and  farming  alter- 
nately for  a  number  of  years  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful as  an  instructor.  After  his  marriage  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Norwich  Township,  Huron  County, 


and  then  became  engaged  exclusively  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  At  the  end  of  six  years  he  disposed 
of  his  property  there  and  bought  his  father's  farm 
in  Peru  Township,  on  which  he  lived  until  1882, 
when  he  came  to  Ogden  Township  and  resided  on  his 
farm  on  section  5  until  his  death,  Sept.  3,  1887.  He 
had  been  the  owner  of  this  farm  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  his  settlement,  and  had  spent  part  of  his 
time  here  superintending  its  improvement.  He  was 
a  man  of  well-known  ability,  and  was  a  good  citi- 
zen in  every  sense  of  the  word.  During  his  long 
term  of  residence  in  Peru  Township,  Ohio,  he  held 
many  offices  of  trust  in  the  township  and  was  influ- 
ential in  town  affairs.  He  had  a  good  knowledge  of 
law,  and  though  never  admitted  to  the  bar  he  was 
considered  a  wise  and  safe  counselor.  His  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Achsah  Boughton  occurred  Oct.  15, 
1837. 

Mrs.  Ira  Holloway  was  born  in  Grafton,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  10,1820,  and  now  occupies  the 
homestead  in  Ogden  Township.  To  her  unceasing 
care  and  helpfulness  .her  husband  was  much  in- 
debted for  the  success  that  he  attained.  She  is  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  recorded  as  follows :  Louisa 
Adams  and  Emeline  McFarland  live  in  Buffalo 
County,  Neb.;  Caroline  Gribbin lives  in  Appanoose 
County,  Iowa ;  James  lives  in  Fairfield  Township,  this 
county;  Chester  lives  in  Buffalo  County,  Neb.;  Al- 
mena  Tilson  lives  in  Eaton  County,  Mich. ;  Horace 
lives  on  the  hometead  with  his  mother,  in  Ogden 
Township;  Cal  C.  lives  in  Buffalo  County,  Neb.; 
Hattie  Ham  brook  lives  in  Palmyra  Township,  and 
Elmer  E.  lives  in  San  Luis,  Obispo  Co.,  Cal. 

Mrs.  Hollo  way's  father,  Guy  C.  Boughton,  was 
born  in  Stockbridge,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  his 
father,  Nathan  Boughton,  removed  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Ohio  about  the  year  1818,  the  entire 
journey  being  made  with  ox-teams.  He  was  forty 
days  on  the  road  through  the  wilderness  of  West- 
ern New  York  and  settled  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
buying  a  large  tract  of  land  which  he  afterward 
gave  to  his  children,  with  whom  he  spent  his  last 
days.  Guy  C.  Boughton  grew  to  manhood  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  acccompanying  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
soon  after  married  Harriet  Sprague,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (Jones) 
Sprague.     After  his  marriage    Mr.   Boughton  set- 
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tied  on  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  built  a  log 
house,  in  which  Mrs.  HoUoway  was  afterward 
born.  He  lived  there  until  1854,  then  sold  that 
farm  and  bought  a  farm  in  Norwich  Township,  where 
he  died  in  1854.  His  wife  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  in  Huron  County  in  1885. 

Horace  Holloway,  who  carries  on  the  homestead 
farm,  was  born  in  Peru  Tow^nship,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio, 
Feb.  27,  1850,  and  attended  the  district  school 
during  his  boyhood,  in  the  meantime  assisting  in 
the  farm  work.  He  had  a  great  desire  to  be- 
come a  soldier,  but  was  too  young  during  the  war, 
though  finally,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  was  en- 
rolled as  a  member  of  the  regular  army  of  the 
United  States,  March  26,  1866.  He  served  three 
years  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  22d  Regular 
United  States  Infantry,  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
in  the  Territories  of  Dakota  and  Wyoming.  After 
his  discharge  from  the  army,  he  resumed  his  farm 
labors  in  Ohio  for  two  years,  and  then  bought  land 
in  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  and  lived  on  it 
three  years,  after  which  he  c^rae  to  Ogden  Town- 
ship and  has  been  a  resident  here  ever  since. 

Horace  Holloway  was  married,  July  12,  1876,  to 
Miss  Maria  Maloney,  a  native  of  Palmyra  Town- 
ship, in  this  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Sarah  Maloney,  natives  of  New  York,  and 
pioneers  of  Lenawee  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Holloway  have  been  born  five  children — Bertha, 
Bessie,  Urban,  Irvin  and  Blanchie.  Mr.  Holloway 
is  a  man  of  the  same  ability  and  industrious  habits 
that  characterized  his  parents,  and  he  has  been 
quite  successful  in  his  chosen  career  as  a  farmer. 


JOHN  T.  MEAD.  In  the  decade  that  fol- 
lowed the  year  1 830  there  was  a  large  exodus 
of  the  people  of  York  State  to  Michigan, 
attracted  hither  by  the  reports  of  the  great 
agricultural  resources  of  the  country.  Among 
these  emigrants  were  John  and  Anna  (Tenbrook) 
Mead,  with  their  children,  who  came  to  Lenawee 
County  in  June,  1836,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
located  on  land  in  Fairfield  Township,  thus  being 
among  its  early  settlers.  They  were  worthy  people 
of    industrious  and   frugal   habits,   making    them 
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valued  citizens  in  the  young  settlement.  In  the 
life  of  toil  and  struggle  that  succeeded  this  early 
settlement  on  unbroken  land,  they  received  the 
cheerful  assistance  of  their  children,  whom  they  had 
early  trained  to  habits  of  usefulness ;  nor  did  they 
neglect  their  mental  improvement,  but  contrived  to 
give  them  such  an  education  as  was  afforded  by  the 
common  schools.  There  were  seven  of  these  chil- 
dren, all  born  before  their  removal  from  New  York, 
and  all  lived  to  maturity  :  Elizabeth,  Allie,  Peter, 
Ezra,  John  T.,  Garrett  T.  and  Lewis.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mead  resided  in  Fairfield  Township  until  their 
death,  his  occurring  in  1872  and  hers  in  1851. 

John  T.  Mead  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of 
the  children  born  to  his  parents,  his  birth  occurring 
Oct.  22,  1827,  in  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he  was 
consequently  about  nine  years  old  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Lenawee  County.  He  received 
the  same  good  training  that  was  accorded  to  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  being  reared  on  a  farm  he 
acquired  a  taste  and  aptitude  for  farming,  which 
vocation  he  chose  for  his  life-work.  He  married, 
April  22,  1852,  in  Fairfield  Township,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth H.,  daughter  of  Davis  D.  and  Melinda  (Haga- 
man)  Bennett.  Mrs.  Mead  was  the  eldest  of  ten 
children,  and  was  born  in  Adrian,  Lenawee  County, 
Oct.  27,  1830.  She  was  well  educated,  and  before 
her  marriage  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for 
several  terms. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead  lived 
in  Ohio  for  nine  years,  until  1861,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Fairfield,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
Here  Mr.  Mead  owns  a  fine  farm  of  1 20  acres  on 
section  6,  whose  productive  soil  has  well  repaid  his 
careful  culture.  He  has  erected  convenient  farm 
buildings,  and  has  ample  means  for  carrying  on 
farming  successfully.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead,  namely:  Frances  E., 
Carrie  E.  and  Charles  S.  Frances  died  when  she 
was  about  two  years  old ;  Carrie  is  the  widow  of 
Francis  E.  Quick,  who  was  a  son  of  Cornelius 
Quick,  and  died  in  Fairfield  Township  in  June, 
1883;  she  has  two  children— Mabel  J.  and  Frances 
H.  Charles  married  Miss  Belle  Holden,  and  they 
reside  in  Kansas. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Mead  are  much  honored  in  the 
community  in  which  they  live  for  their  many  good 
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qualities.  Mr.  Mead  is  a  man  of  much  tact  and 
ability,  and  has  served  in  some  of  the  minor  offices 
of  the  township.  Politicall}^  he  is  a  Democrat, 
voting  with  the  members  of  that  party  and  advo- 
cating" its  principles  as  time  and  occasion  offer. 
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OLIVER  C.  McLOUTH,  prominent  in  church 
and  temperance  work,  and  all  other  enter- 
prises having  for  their  object  the  general 
welfare  of  the  people,  was  born  in  Rollin  Township, 
Lenawee  County,  Jan.  20,  1847,  and  grew  toman's 
estate  at  his  father's  homestead.  John  McLouth, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  a  native  of  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Michigan  before  it  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  He  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  in  Hillsdale  County,  of  which 
lie  has  since  continued  a  resident,  and  occupies  the 
farm  which  he  redeemed  from  the  wilderness. 

Oliver  C.  McLouth  took  kindly  to  his  books  and 
made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  when  a  boy  at 
school,  becoming  a  teacher  at  an  early  age,  and  con- 
tinuing the  profession  six  terms  before  his  marriage. 
This  latter  interesting  event  occurred  in  October, 
1872,  the  maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary 
C,  daughter  of  William  and  Rachel  Beal.  Mrs. 
McLouth  was  born  in  this  county,  Oct.  27,  1848, 
to  which  her  father  had  come  in  1831,  being  one  of 
its  earliest  settlers.  The  young  people  commenced 
life  together  in  a  small  house  in  Rollin  Township, 
and  in  18713  our  subject  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead. This  comprises  seventy  acres  of  land  upon 
which  he  has  effected  good  improvements,  and  put 
up  the  present  house  in  1882.  Their  oldest  child, 
DeWitt,  was  born  at  the  homestead,  Nov.  24, 1875, 
and  is  now  a  bright  lad  of  twelve  years  attending 
school  at  Addison ;  Florence  was  born  Dec.  6,  1884. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  attended  Raisin  Valley 
Seminary  in  1861,  and  subsequently  engaged  in 
teaching.  She  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence and  considerable  literary  ability,  having 
been  correspondent  of  the  Rural  Neio  Yorker  for 
some  time.  Like  her  husband,  she  is  warmly  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  the  temperance  movement, 
and  for  some  time  has  been  an  officer  of  the 
Women's  Christian  Temperance   Union.     Mr.  Mc- 
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Louth  politically  is  a  strong  Republican,  although 
at  the  local  elections  he  votes  for  the  best  man, 
irrespective  of  party. 

The  Beal  family  was  represented  in  this  county 
at  an  early  day,  when  Indians  were  plentiful  and 
often  made  friendly  calls,  asking  for  something  to 
eat ;  they  seemed  to  relish  bread  more  than  any 
other  kind  of  food.  Joseph  Beal,  an  uncle  of 
Mrs.  McLouth,  is  the  oldest  resident  in  the  town  of 
Rollin,  where  he  took  up  his  abode  over  fifty  years 
ago.  He  was  active  and  enterprising,  and  foremost 
in  the  establishment  of  schools  and  churches,  con. 
tributing  of  his  private  means  liberally  to  those 
enterprises  tending  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
community. 


^w>ACOB  MrrCHELL,  of  the  firm  of  Mitchell 
&  Son,  paper  manufacturers  of  Palm3^ra,  is 
one  of  the  most  diligent,  as  w^ell  as  success- 
ful, business  men  of  Lenawee  County,  and 
has  done  much  to  build  up  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  town  in  which  he  resides.  He  has 
also  contributed  largely  to  beautifying  Palmyra,  by 
the  erection  of  a  splendid  residence,  which  is  pat- 
terned after  the  most  modern  style  of  architecture, 
and  its  appointments  include  all  the  ^conveniences 
necessary  for  comfort  and  sanitary  purposes. 

Mr.  Mitchell  w^as  born  on  the  banks  of  the  River 
Moselle,  in  the  Province  of  Rhenish  Prussia,  on 
the  20th  of  November,  1836,  and  his  father,  Franz 
Joseph  Mitchell,  was  born  in  the  same  locality,  and 
is  of  French  ancestry.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor,  and  carried  on  that  business  until  1845,  when 
he  set  sail  from  Antwerp  for  America,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  five  children,  and  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  twelve  weeks  they  landed  safely  at  New 
York  City.  He  went  directly  to  Milwaukee,  and 
there  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  when  his  sons  enlisted  in  the  army  and  he 
went  to  Peoria,  at  which  place  his  daughter  resided, 
and  died  there  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  Our  subject's  mother  lived  in  Peoria,  in 
comparatively  good  health,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  To  the  parents  were  born  seven 
children,  as  follows:     Anna  Maria  married  Charles 
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Fox,  and  lives  in  Peoria ;  Jacob  is  our  subject ;  Kate 
married  Prof.  William  Walter,  and  lives  in  Mil- 
waukee; Mary  married  Henry  Moenighoff,  and 
lives  in  Peoria;  Leonard  lives  in  Monroe,  Mich., 
where  he  is  interested  in  a  paper-mill;  Eliza  married 
William  Faber,  and  lives  in  Peoria ;  Andrew  lives 
in  Monroe,  and  is  interested  in  a  paper-mill  there. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  the  children,  and  was 
nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America  with 
his  parents.  He  attended  the  pubhc  schools  in  the 
city  of  Milwaukee,  and  resided  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  began  learning  his  trade  of  paper-making 
in  a  mill  near  Milwaukee.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  left  Milwaukee,  and  going  to  Illi- 
nois worked  in  paper-mills  at  various  places,  and 
among  others,  in  the  first  mill  built  in  Illinois,  at 
St.  Charles.  After  remaining  in  Illinois  for  three 
years  he  went  to  Appleton,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged 
one  year  in  the  mill  business,  and  then  returned  to 
Illinois  and  continued  the  business  at  Geneva,  St. 
Charles  and  Clintonville.  From  there  he  returned 
to  Appleton,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  Milwaukee,  where 
he  remained  until  1862,  and  then  removed  to 
Monroe,  Mich.  He  bought  a  mill  in  the  latter 
place  one  year  later,  which  he  sold  to  his  son,  who 
now  operates  it.  In  1871  he  went  to  Tecumseh  and 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  paper-mill  there,  which 
he  disposed  of  at  the  end  of  one  and  one-half  years, 
and  then  went  to  Adrian  and  had  charge  of  the  build- 
ing of  a  paper-mill  there.  In  1874  he  began  building 
the  mill  which  he  now  owns  and  operates,  and  which 
was  completed  and  in  running  order  within  a  year 
from  its  commencement.  His  brother  Leonard  was 
interested  with  him  at  that  time,  but  in  1880  he  pur- 
chased his  brother's  interest,  and  in  1883  he  ad- 
mitted his  son  Leonard  E.  as  a  partner.  In  1 882 
he  erected  a  commodious  frame  house  as  a  place  of 
residence,  which  is  built  after  the  modern  style  of 
architecture,  and  elegantly  as  well  as  comfortably 
furnished  throughout,  and  is  pleasantly  surrounded. 

In  October,  1856,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Maria  Lite,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County^ 
Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1838,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Christine  Lite,  who  were 
natives  of  Bavaria,  Germany.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mitchell  seven  children   have   been   born,   whose 


names  are:  Charles,  who  lives  in  Monroe;  Albert, 
who  lives  in  Adrian;  Leonard  and  Henry,  living 
in  Palmyra;  Jacob  and  Ella,  students  in  Adrian, 
and  Clara,  who  is  at  home.  Mrs.  Mitchell  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  to  which  she  is  much  devoted.  Mr. 
Mitchell,  believing  in  the  progressive  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  early  attached  himself  to  that 
organization  and  has  since  remained  with  it.  In 
his  social  intercourse  with  men  he  is  pleasant  and 
affable,  and  in  his  business  relations  prompt  and 
reliable.  The  business  in  which  he  is  engaged  is 
one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the  country, 
as  the  products  of  the  paper-mill  enter  so  largely 
into  the  consumption  of  the  country.  In  this  he 
has  been  signally  successful,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  for  besides  a  natural  aptness  for  business 
he  practically  understands  all  the  details  of  paper- 
making.  He  was  Postmaster  four  years  while 
living  in  Monroe  County,  holding  office  under  part 
of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

^^  OSEPH  B.  ROBINSON,  who  has  spent  his 
entire  life  in  this  county,  is  the  son  of  one  of 
its  earliest  and  most  honored  pioneers.  His 
father,  Richard  Robinson,  a  native  of  York- 
shire, England,  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits 
in  his  native  county.  In  1834  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  first  in  Ogden,  N.  Y., 
where  he  carried  on  butchering  and  farming,  but 
the  following  year  removed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Springville,  this  State,  and  took  up  forty  acres  of 
Government  land.  After  making  some  improve- 
ments he  sold  out  and  purchased  eighty  acres  in 
Rome  Township,  upon  which  his  son,  our  subject, 
now  resides. 

Richard  Robinson  was  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability,  and  became  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  his  township,  which  he  largely  assisted  in  build- 
ing up,  and  gave  his  uniform  encouragement  to  those 
enterprises  tending  to  result  in  the  best  good  to  the 
people.  His  wife,  Susanna,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
Smith,  and  was  born  in  East  Kent,  near  Dover,  En- 
gland, July  25,  1817.     She  came  with  ^er  parents 
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to  America  in  1837,  and  they  at  once  located  in 
this  county,  her  father  following  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  which  he  had  learned  in  his  native  land. 
They  spent  their  last  years  in  Cambridge  Township, 
and  both  died  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  Richard  Robinson  departed  this  life  at  his 
home  in  Rome  Township,  May  30,  1869.  He  was 
a  <rood  man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term.  He 
was  a  Democrat,  politically,  and  in  politics,  as  in 
the  other  relations  of  life,  pursued  the  course  which 
commended  itself  to  his  judgment  as  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  the  right.  He  is  remembered  by  his  family 
as  a  considerate  husband  and  father,  and  by  his 
neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen  as  an  exemplary 
member  of  the  community.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  occupies  the  homestead  left  her  by  her  hus- 
band, and  which  is  to  be  under  her  control  during 
her  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  three  boys  and  six  girls,  and  her 
union  with  Mr.  Robinson  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  six  children,  as  follows:  Agnes  Matilda  was  born 
May  1,  1841,  and  acquiring  a  good  education,  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher  in  the  district  school;  she  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Potter,  and  the  mother 
of  a  son  and  daughter,  when  her  death  took  place 
at  her  home  in  Rollin  Township,  July  10,  1885. 
William  H.  was  born  Oct.  17,  1842,  and  married 
Miss  Caroline  Baker;  they  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  reside  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship. Richard  A.  was  born  July  9,  1844,  and  dur- 
ing the  late  war  enlisted  in  the  Uth  Michigan 
Cavalry;  he  died  in  the  hospital  at  Mt.  Sterling, 
Jan.  21,  1865.  Susannah  E.  was  born  Dec.  25, 
1850,  and  died  Aug.  8,  1852;  Joseph  B.,  of  our 
sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Dora  B.  was 
born  Aug.  5,  1860,  and  remains  at  home  with  her 
mother.  The  children  were  all  given  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  education,  and  the  boys  were 
engaged  in  farming. 

The  marriage  of  Joseph  B.  Robinson  and  Miss 
Nellie  Kane  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Woodstock  Township,  Nov.  5,  1885.  Mrs.  R.  is 
the  daughter  of  Wilson  H.  and  Betsey  (Wilsey) 
Kane,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio  re- 
spectively, and  are  now  in  Woodstock  Township; 
Mrs.  Robinson  was  born  in  October,   1865.     The 


Robinson  family  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  Joseph  B.  for  many  years  has  been 
warmly  interested  in  temperance  work,  and  votes 
with  the  Prohibitionists. 


WILLIAM  PILBEAM.  The  well-spent  life 
of  this  valued  citizen  of  Ridgeway  Town- 
ship has  been  passed  mostly  in  this  county, 
to  which  he  came  when  a  young  man,  having  trav- 
ersed many  miles  in  order  to  secure  a  permanent 
abiding-place  and  a  section  of  country  where  he 
would  receive  a  satisfactory  reward  for  his  labors. 
Mr.  Pilbeam  is  now  comfortably  located  in  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  Ridgeway  Township,  where  he  has  a 
small  tract  of  land  with  a  group  of  neat  buildings, 
while  across  the  line  in  Macon  Township  he  has  a 
fine  farm  of  200  acres,  well  improved,  with  a  taste- 
ful and  substantial  farm  dwelling  and  all  other  con- 
veniences required  in  the  management  of  a  country 
estate. 

Our  subject,  like  many  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Southern  Michigan,  is  a  native  of  England,  and 
was  born  in  the  county  of  Kent,  May  14,  1812. 
He  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  native  soil,  and 
when  twenty  years  of  age  he  set  sail  for  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York  City  and  proceeding 
directly  westward  to  this  county.  He  took  up  his 
abode  in  Ridgeway  Township,  where  he  has  since 
resided^  and  in  1852  purchased  the  property  in  Ma- 
con Township,  which  he  redeemed  from  a  wild  state. 

Mr.  Pilbeam  started  out  in  life  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources,  being  the  recipient  of  no  legacy, 
and  earning  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow. 
His  early  years  of  persevering  labor  were  in  due 
time  amply  rewarded,  as  he  has  now  a  fine  property 
and  a  snug  bank  account.  He  came  to  Michigan 
with  a  cash  capital  of  twenty-five  cents,  and  consid- 
ering his  present  condition  financially,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  he  has  improved  his  time  and 
opportunities  to  good  advantage.  Mr.  Pilbeam  was 
married' in  December,  1842,  in  Ridgeway  Township, 
to  Miss  Hannah  Hause,  who  was  born  near  the  city 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  1826,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  her  father,  Sanford  Hause,  when  a  young 
woman.     Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  w^ere 
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born  sixteen  children,  of  whom  four  are  deceased. 
Mrs.  Hannah  Pilbeam  departed  .this  life  at  the 
homestead  in  Macon  Township,  in  the  spring  of 
1866. 

Mr.  Pilbeam  contracted  a  second  marriage,  with 
Mrs.  Betsey  (Hitchings)  Doriell,  one  of  his  own 
countrywomen,  who  was  born  April  16,  1828,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  father,  Joseph  Hitchings, 
when  fourteen  years  of  age.  They  located  in  Milan 
Township,  Monroe  County,  this  State,  where  the 
father  died  about  1857,  aged  sixty -eight  years.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Rogers, 
died  in  Macon  Township  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years.  They  were  of  pure  English  ancestry  who 
principally  followed  agriculture.  Mr.  Hitchings, 
during  the  early  years  of  his  life,  was  engaged  as  a 
silver  plater. 

Mrs.  Pilbeam  was  first  married,  in  Milan  Town- 
ship, to  William  Doriell.  He  was  born  in  Milan 
Township,  Monroe  Co.,  Mich.,  in  1822,  and  died 
there  in  1859,  leaving  his  widow  with  four  chil- 
dren. The  mother  kept  her  little  ones  together, 
rearing  them  at  home  and  giving  them  a  good  edu- 
cation. They  are  all  living  and  making  their  home 
in  this  State.  By  his  later  marriage  Mr.  Pilbeam 
became  the  father  of  four  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased,  and  one,  Minnie,  is  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pilbeam  were  formerly  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Our  subject  is  warml}^  in- 
terested in  the  temperance  movement  and  in  1884 
allied  himself  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  has 
held  some  of  the  minor  oflSces  of  his  township,  and 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  acquitted  himself 
in  a  creditable  manner,  being  now  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  in  his  community.  As  a 
good  representative  pioneer  who  has  ^'borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,"  we  are  pleased  to  place 
in  connection  with  this  sketch  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Pilbeam. 
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<\\  j^ILLIAM  WOOD,  of  Rome  Township,  is  ac- 
credited with  having  built  up  one  of^'the 
finest  homes  in  this  part  of  the  county.  His 
farm  embraces  a  quarter  section  of  land,  and  upon 
it  he  has  erected  handsome  and  substantial  modern 
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buildings,  including  a  fine  residence  and  the  other 
structures  required  by  *the  progressive  and  intelli- 
gent agriculturist.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  Mr.  Wood  is  giving  considerable  atten- 
tion to  stock-raising,  making  a  specialty  of  thor- 
oughbred sheep,  principally  Spanish  Merino. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
June  21,  1826,  and  came  to  this  section  of  country 
when  he  was  eight  years  of  age.  In  the  month  of 
October,  1847,  he  was  married,  and  shortly  after- 
ward the  young  couple  settled  upon  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Rome  Township,  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  William  by  his  father.  This  he  cultivated 
with  care,  and  like  the  man  in  Scripture  who  made 
good  use  of  his  talent  and  added  to  it,  young  Wood 
in  time  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  estate  by  the  pur- 
chase of  120  acres.  He  occupied  with  his  family  a 
log  house  until  about  1870,  and  then  put  up  the 
present  fine  residence  at  a  cost  of  over  $3,000. 
There  is  a  good  orchard  on  the  place,  and  this,  with 
the  fine  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  the  farm  stock 
and  machinery,  adds  to  the  general  air  of  thrift  and 
comfort  which  pervades  the  premises.  Mr.  Wood's 
flock  of  sheep  includes  200  head,  a  number  of  them 
registered  animals.  This  industry  is  the  source  of 
a  handsome  income,  as  he  sells  quite  a  number  each 
year,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off  the  blue 
ribbons  at  the  State  and  county  fairs.  He  contem- 
plates in  the  near  future  the  breeding  of  fine  horses. 

Mr.  Wood  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sally  A., 
daughter  of  Uriah  Decker,  Oct.  14,  1847.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Manchester,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
April  12,  1830.  Her  father,  Uriah  Decker,  was  a 
prominent  and  highly  respected  pioneer  of  Lenawee 
County.     His  demise  occurred  Dec.  10,  1886. 

The  Wood  household  was  brightened  by  the 
birth  of  five  children,  of  whom  one  died  at  the  age 
of  one  year.  Elizabeth  J.  was  born  March  15, 
1849,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  H.  Smith,  of 
Adrian  Township ;  they  have  a  son  and  daughter, 
aged  ten  and  nine  years,  respectively.  Albert  H. 
was  born  Sept.  27,  1850,  and  died  when  twelve 
months  old;  William  H.  was  born  Sept.  25,  1854, 
and  married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Adolphus 
Lewis,  of  Adrian  Township;  she  was  born  in  Ot- 
sego County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1860,  and  came  with 
her  father's  family  to  Michigan  in  1873;  the  father 

mmmmmmmwwmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm,mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^^ 


.4f 


i 


If 


t 

m 

i 


-t*-||-* 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


1147 


died  in  Adrian.  William  H.  was  the  father  of  three 
boys:  P^dward  L.,  who  was  born  Dec.  11,  1877; 
Edwin  A.,  Oct.  6,  1879,  and  Emmett  H.,  Jan.  14, 
1881.  Clark  L.  was  born  June  30,  1864,  and  works 
on  shares  with  his  father. 

Our  subject  and  his  boys  all  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  being  men  of  decided  views,  are  no  un- 
important factors  in  the  interests  of  the  party  in  this 
section.  Mr.  Wood,  religiously,  attends  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church  at  Wolf  Creek. 
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LINY  VAN  FLEET.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  owns  and  occupies  a  snug  homestead 
in  Palmyra  Township,  where  he  has  100 
acres  of  finely  cultivated  land  with  all  suit- 
able farm  buildings.  Although  not,  perhaps,  the 
hero  of  any  very  thrilling  events  he  has,  by  his 
straightforward  and  persistent  efforts  at  tilling  the 
soil  and  building  up  a  comfortable  home,  become 
one  of  the  valued  factors  of  an  intelligent  and 
thrifty  community.  He  has  given  his  attention  to 
general  farming,  producing  good  crops  and  a  fair 
assortment  of  the  domestic  animals.  His  home 
circle  includes  his  amiable  and  intelligent  wife  with 
their  five  children— M.  L.,  Blanche,  AVilliam  T., 
Ralph  and  Edna. 

Mr.  Van  Fleet  was  born  in  Wester ville,  Ohio, 
April  28,  1845,  while  his  father,  Cornelius  Van 
Fleet,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  son  of 
Col.  Mathias  Van  Fleet,  a  native  of  the  same  State, 
whose  ancestors  came  from  Holland.  They  emi- 
grated to  this  country  probably  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  the  male  descendants  of  the  family 
have  almost  uniformly  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  removed 
first  from  his  native  State  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  and 
thence  to  Lucas  County,  in  1832,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers.  He  purchased  500 
acres  of  timber  land,  and  opened  up  a  good  farm 
in  the  wilderness,  where  he  reared  his  family,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  quite 
prominent  as  a  citizen  in  that  locality,  and  a  Colonel 
of  the  State  Militia.  His  son  Cornehus  was  quite 
young  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio,  and  he 
developed  into  manhood  in  Lucas  County,  where  he 


subsequently  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  was 
married.  He  afterward  rented  his  farm  and  re- 
moved to  Maumee  City,  where  he  resided  seven 
years,  and  was  employed  as  an  engineer  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Wabash  &  Erie  Canal.  Subse- 
quently he  purchased  another  farm,  on  which  he 
resided  until  his  decease. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Hannah  Runyan,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  daughter  of  William  Runyan.  Of  her 
marriage  with  Cornelius  Van  Fleet  there  were  born 
eight  children,  Pliny  of  our  sketch  being  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  He  commenced  his  education  in 
the  district  school  at  Maumee,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood.  During  the  Rebellion  our  subject 
enlisted  in  February,  1864,  in  the  23d  New  York 
Independent  Battery,  serving  under  Gen.  Foster, 
in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  until  his  discharge 
in  July,  1865.  He  then  returned  home,  and  con- 
tinued with  his  parents  until  his  marriage  in  No- 
vember, 1871,  with  the  lady  of  his  choice.  Miss 
Lucretia  Taylor.  The  young  people  commenced 
life  together  on  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  in 
Ohio,  forty  acres  of  which  Mr.  Van  Fleet  had  pur- 
chased, and  resided  there  until  1882.  He  then  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  came  to 
this  county,  locating  at  Palmyra,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  Our  subject  confines  his  attention 
mostly  to  his  farming  operations,  and  meddles  little 
with  politics  or  public  affairs. 

Socially  Mr.  Van  Fleet  is  a  member  of  Corlett 
Post  No.  360,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  belongs  to  Pal- 
myra Grange.  In  the  sketch  of  Miner  Cole,  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  is  given  briefly  the  narra- 
tive of  William  Taylor,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Van 
Fleet. 


n 


ATHAN  H.  BASSETT,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Cheshire  County,  N, 
H.,  March  3,  1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Arte- 
mas  Bassett,  who  in  early  life  was  a  tanner  and  cur- 
rier, but  after  his  marriage  followed  agriculture. 
He  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  being  born  at 
IJxbridge,  June  19,  1782,  and  went  to  New  Hamp- 
shire with  his  parents,  William  and  Margery  Bassett, 
when  a  child.     His  wife  was,  before  her  marriage, 
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Miss  Sarah  Harkness,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Su- 
sannah Harkness,  of  Richmond,  N.  H.,  and  they 
were  married  March  28,  1805.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  All  the 
members  of  his  family  belong  to  the  Society  of 
PMends,  and  possess  the  conscientious  and  upright 
traits  of  character  for  which  that  religious  sect  is 
noted. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  son  and  fourth  child 
of  his  parents,  with  whom  he  removed  in  1823  to 
Starksboro,  Vt.,  where  he  lived  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  attended  the  district  school 
until  eleven  years  old,  after  which  he  assisted  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm,  going  to  school  only  in  winter. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  sought  his  fort- 
unes in  the  West,  migrating  to  Michigan,  where 
he  arrived  in  the  spring  of  1833.  For  three  years 
after  coming  to  Lenawee  County  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand,  then  in  1836  he  established  the  woolen 
factory  and  carding-machine  at  Medina,  this 
county,  which  was  the  second  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  the  county,  and  did  the  business  of  the 
farmers  for  forty  miles  south  and  west.  This  he 
operated  successfully  for  about  fourteen  years,  and 
in  1 855  sold  it  to  Hotchkiss  &  Daniels  and  purchased 
a  farm  in  Adrian  Township,  about  halfway  be- 
tween Adrian  and  Tecumseh,  which  he  has  greatly 
improved,  fitted  up  with  comfortable  buildings  and 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  where  he 
now  resides  in  the  enjoyment  of  comfort  and  plenty, 
and  that  freedom  from  anxiety  and  care  which  his 
long  and  active  life  has  so  richly  earned. 

Mr.  Bassett  was  married,  Sept.  15,  1836,  to  Miss 
Adelia  Webb,  a  native  of  Hackensack,  N.  J. ;  her 
parents  were  early  settlers  of  Raisin  Township,  this 
count3^  Of  this  union  there  were  four  children,  as 
follows:  William  J.  was  born  in  September,  1837, 
and  died  in  the  Indian  Territory  Aug.  16,  1869; 
Albert  H.  w^as  born  Sept.  15,  1842,  and  married  Miss 
Hallic,  daughter  of  Asa  James,  of  New  York,  and  is 
farming  in  Illinois;  he  has  two  sons.  Edgar  A. 
was  born  Aug.  29,  1844,  and  married  Miss  Drum, 
whose  people  were  from  Illinois;  he  resides  in  Ash- 
land, Dak.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness. Francis  M.  was  born  Nov.  21,  1849,  and  died 
Aug.  16,  1855,  on  the  old  home.  Our  subject  as- 
sisted his  sons,  Albert  and  Edgar  A.,  giving   them 


•►-'■--^ 


both  an  excellent  start  in  life.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  born  in  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  Nov.  4, 
1812,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in 
1825.  She  died  on  the  present  homestead  in  1880, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

In  1863  Mr.  Bassett  turned  his  attention  to  stock- 
raising,  and  ever  since  that  time  has  taken  life 
easy,  giving  his  attention  mainly  to  the  raising  of 
fine  stock.  His  sheep  are  of  the  highest  grades,  his 
horses  are  of  very  fine  quality,  and  in  fact  all  his 
stock  may  be  classed  as  thoroughbred,  and  he  has 
taken  many  premiums  at  the  county  and  State 
fairs.  About  half  of  his  farm  lies  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, and  the  other  in  Adrian  Township,  and  he  has 
resided  upon  it  thirty-two  years.  The  father  and 
mother  of  our  subject  died  on  the  homestead  here 
at  the  ages  of  seventy-seven  and  eighty-five  years 
respectively. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bassett  is  a  solid  Republican,  and 
exerts  himself  strenuously  for  the  success  of  that 
party.  On  the  temperance  question  he  believes  in 
the  theory  of  high  license.  He  is  an  earnest,  con- 
scientious and  upright  citizen,  interesting  himself 
in  every  movement  that  looks  to  the  improvement 
of  society.  His  honesty  and  upright  course  in  life 
have  won  for  him  a  large  circle  of  friends,  whose 
society  he  now  enjoys,  retired  from  the  turmoil  of 
active  life. 


EDWARD  CLARK.  In  reviewing  the  indus- 
trial resources  of  any  community  it  become^ 
1  necessary  to  mention  those  establishments 
which  are  the  best  representatives  of  the  different 
lines  of  trade,  and  in  this  connection  attention  is 
called  to  the  popular  and  reliable  institution  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Clark  in  the  village  of  Morenci. 
Mr.  Clark  established  his  brick  and  tile  yard  in 
1858,  and  has  since  conducted  quite  an  extensive 
business,  manufacturing  as  many  as  1,000,000 
bricks  in  a  single  year,  and  about  500,000  feet  of 
tile. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  and 
Rhoda  (Kinney)  Clark,  natives  of  New  England, 
the  former  born  in  Vermont,  and  the  latter  in  New 
Hampshire.      They    became   the   parents   of    nine 
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children,  live  boys  and  two  girls  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Homer,  Cort- 
land Co.,  N.  Y/,  March  22,  1818,  and  passed  his 
early  life  there  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mason.  At  fifteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  about 
five  years,  and  then  removed  to  Syracuse,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  during  two  summers. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1841,  the  subject  of  this 
biography  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa 
Forncrook,  who  was  born  in  Lysander,  Onondaga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1821.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Christopher  and  Mary  (Baird)  Forn- 
crook, who  were  natives  of  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.  The  parental  household  included  nine  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Clark  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clark  are  the  parents  of  five  children — James 
F.,  Mary  M.,  Edward  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  Willis  E.  and  Kate  L.  James  F.  married 
Miss  Margaret  Andrews,  who  is  now  deceased;  he 
was  subsequently  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella 
Sinclair.  Mary  M.  is  the  wife  of  Dudley  C.  Hen  ion ; 
Willis  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Mason,  and  Kate  is 
the  wife  of  John  M.  Burk.  After  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  settled  in  Skaneateles,  N.  Y., 
where  they  resided  about  two  years,  and  then  going 
to  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  they  remained  until  com- 
ing to  Morenci,  where  they  have  resided  principally 
since  1858. 

Mr.  Clark  has  a  small  farm,  which  he  carries  on 
in  connection  with  his  manufacturing  business.  In 
the  spring  of  1887  he  sustained  quite  a  heavy  loss 
in  the  destruction  by  fire  of  his  engine  and  drying 
house,  which,  however,  he  soon  replaced  with  suit- 
able buildings.  In  politics  Mr.  Clark  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  Prohibition  party,  while  he  and  Mrs. 
Clark  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

((1  j^ILLIAM  W.  CRABBS  is  the  proprietor  of 
\rJl'  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  fashionable 
}^'      dry -goods  stores  in  Morenci.     In  1883   he 

purchased  the  stock  of  C.  D.  Fuller,  and   has  since 

that  time  conducted  quite  an  extensive  business. 

Mr.   Crabbs  thoroughly  understands  the  wants  of 
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his  patrons,  and  selects  his  goods  with  great  care. 
He  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire 
community  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  the  popularity 
of  his  business  is  equaled  only  by  its  prosperity. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  was  born  in  Savan- 
nah, Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  29th  of  October, 
1848,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
until  he  reached  his  fifteenth  year,  at  which  time  he 
engaged  as  clerk.  After  about  six  years  in  this 
employment  he  was  taken  into  partnership  with 
Joseph  Hagaman,  and  remained  with  him  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  sold  out,  and 
Mr.  Crabbs  engaged  with  a  Toledo  dry-goods  house 
as  commercial  traveler,  following  that  occupation 
nine  years.  He  then  came  to  Morenci,  and  pur- 
chased his  present  business. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1886,  Mr.  Crabbs  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Georgia  M.  Perkins, 
who  was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  Dec.  5,  1863, 
and  one  bright-eyed  child.  Hazel,  has  come  to 
gladden  their  home. 

In  1886  our  subject  erected  one  of  the  finest 
residences  in  the  city,  beautiful  in  design  and  com- 
modious in  all  its  appointments.  Mr.  Crabbs  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  while  in  politics 
he  stands  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

\T  OHN  C.  LAMBIE  is  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Lambie  &  Cor  bin,  proprietors  of 
the  Adrian  Packing  Company,  which  busi- 
ness was  established  upon  a  small  scale  by 
Mr.  Lambie  in  1874.  As  the  demands  increased 
for  his  products,  he  enlarged  the  capacity  of  his 
works,  and  continued  this  business  until  1881,  when 
the  building  and  the  plant  known  as  the  Adrian 
Paper  Mill  Company  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Lam- 
bie,  and  he  removed  his  business  to  the  above- 
named  place.  The  dimensions  of  the  main  build- 
ings are  40x100  feet,  three  stories  in  height, 
with  an  addition  of  60x80  feet,  one  story  high,  the 
whole  structure  being  composed  of  brick  and  stone. 
They  use  two  thirty-horse  and  one  ten-horse  power 
engine,  and  employ  from  150  to  200  persons  dur- 
ing the  packing  season.  In  1887  William  Corbin 
was  taken  into  the  firm  as  a  partner,  and  the  style 
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of  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Lambie  &  Corbin. 
The  business  of  the  firm  is  the  canning  of  fruits 
and  vegetables,  the  principal  product  of  the  house 
being  apples  and  tomatoes.  They  find  their  prin- 
cipal market  in  Chicago,  but  have  a  good  local 
trade,  besides  shipping  goods  to  many  of  the  larger 
cities  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Lambie  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  born  in  Oneida  County  in  July,  1848. 
His  parents  were  John  and  James  (Richmond)  Lam- 
bie, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  w^here  the  father  of  our  subject  con- 
ducted a  store  and  mill  for  many  years.  Mr.  Lam- 
bie remained  with  his  parents  until  he  arrived  at 
manhood,  and  during  that  time  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  He  now  undertook  to 
steer  his  own  way  through  the  world,  and  obtain- 
ing employment  with  the  New  York  Meat  Pressing 
Company,  he  went  to  Texas,  to  take  charge  of  a 
large  concern,  which  was  owned  by  the  company  in 
that  State.  Not  long  after  arriving  there  he  be- 
came the  sole  manager  of  the  business,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  capacity  until  1874,  in  which  year  he 
came  to  Adrian,  and  established  his  present  business. 

This  enterprise  in  which  Mr.  Lambie  is  engaged 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  conducted  in  the  city 
of  Adrian.  It  not  only  gives  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  people  during  certain  seasons  of 
the  year,  but  it  furnishes  an  ample  home  market 
for  the  surplus  of  the  garden  and  orchards  of  the 
farmers  and  horticulturists  of  the  county,  and  as 
the  products  of  the  establishment  are  necessarily 
shipped  abroad,  the  money  which  pays  for  them  is 
brought  to  Adrian,  and  enters  into  the  volume  of 
circulation  in  the  city  and  surrounding  country. 


IMON  SHULTIS.  A  successful  general 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  is  this  gentleman, 
who  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm,  part  of 
it  on  section  15,  in  Cambridge  Township, 
where  he  has  resided  since  1859.  Many  of  the 
most  thrifty  and  intelligent  agriculturists  of  this 
section  of  the  State  were  born  and  reared  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  to  Germany  espec- 


ially is  Lenawee  County  indebted  for  some  of  her 
most  enterprising  and  prosperous  citizens.  Among 
this  number  is  Mr.  Shultis,  who  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  Oct.  21,  1826. 

Simon  Shultis  is  the  son  of  Christian  and  Barbara 
(Wagner)  Shultis,  natives  also  of  Baden,  who  lived 
and  died  in  their  native  country.  Simon  was  the 
eldest  of  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
and  is  the  only  one  who  ever  came  to  the  United 
States.  He  received  the  rudiments  of  a  most  ex- 
cellent education  in  the  fine  schools  of  Germany, 
and  like  all  the  Teutonic  youth,  served  his  appren- 
ticeship in  the  army  of  his  country,  and  for  six 
years  did  duty  as  a  private  soldier.  Soon  after 
receiving  his  honorable  discharge  he  concluded  to 
emigrate  to  America  and  seek  in  the  wilds  of  a  new 
country  the  fortune  denied  to  him  in  the  land  of 
his  birth.  In  1854,  after  a  stormy  voyage  lasting 
some  forty-six  days,  he  landed  in  the  city  of  New 
York  with  only  |1  in  his  pocket.  Fortunately  for 
him  a  friend  loaned  him  enough  money  to  take  him 
to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  from  that  point  he  came  to 
Lenawee  County  with  a  cattle  drover.  For  about 
three  years  he  was  engaged  in  w^orking  I'or  other 
parties,  when  he  concluded  to  settle  down,  and  con- 
sequently on  the  6th  of  March,  1859,  he  married 
Miss  Catherine  M.  Booher,  a  native  of  this  county, 
having  been  born  on  her  father's  old  homestead, 
April  19,  1835.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Margaret  (Snyder)  Booher,  who  were  natives  of 
Switzerland  and  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  respect- 
ively. Both  of  the  old  people  had  come  to  the 
United  States  when  quite  young  and  were  united  in 
marriage  while  residents  of  Washtenaw  County, 
this  State,  but  soon  after  located  on  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 14,  in  Cambridge  Township,  quite  early  in  the 
thirties.  Both  have  since  passed  away,  the  father 
dying  Oct.  1,  1870,  and  the  mother  July  16  of  the 
same  year. 

Mrs.  Shultis  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  all 
daughters,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living.  She 
lived  at  home  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage, 
receiving  her  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
that  day.  She  is  the  mother  of  three  children : 
William  J.,  who  married  Dora  Taylor  and  now  lives 
in  Springville,  and  Simon  J.  and  Charlie,  who  are  at 
home  assisting  their  father  in  managing  the  farm. 
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On  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sliultis  purchased 
the  farm  where  they  now  live,  and  on  this  they  have 
passed  all  their  years  of  married  life.  Industry 
and  energy,  coupled  with  the  known  frugality  of 
the  race  from  which  he  sprang,  have  lifted  him  and 
his  from  a  state  of  comparative  poverty  to  affluence 
and  comfort.  In  politics  Mr.  Shultis  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
who  have  several  times  honored  him  by  bestowing 
upon  him  the  position  of  Township  Treasurer. 

y)ILLIAM  HP:NRY  colter,  son  of  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  is 
operating  a  good  farm  on  section  28,  in 
Blissfield  Township,  of  which  he  has  been  a  resident 
since  his  birth,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1843.  He  was 
educated  in  the  pioneer  schools,  and  in  his  boyhood 
days,  when  not  occupied  with  his  books,  assisted 
his  father  in  clearing  the  land  and  preparing  the 
soil  for  cultivation. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  and  then  located 
on  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  27,  about  fifteen 
acres  of  which  were  under  the  plow.  His  first  house 
was  a  small  frame  one,  which  he  occupied  with  his 
family  about  three  years,  then  sold  out  and  pur- 
chased the  land  which  constitutes  his  present  farm. 
Upon  this  he  has  brought  about  fine  improvements, 
including  a  commodious  frame  residence,  has  en- 
larged the  barn  and  put  up  other  necessary  build- 
ings. His  property  now  includes  ninety-nine  acres 
of  good  land,  a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock,  and 
the  farm  machinery  requisite  for  the  carrying  on  of 
agriculture  after  the  most  approved  methods.  As 
a  man  and  a  citizen,  Mr.  Colyer  is  held  in  high 
respect,  and  bids  fair  to  build  up  a  record  of  which 
hi^  descendants  may  be  proud. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  William  and  Olive  E. 
Colyer,  were  natives  of  England  and  New  York, 
respectively,  and  cam.e  to  this  county  when  the 
land  was  mostly  covered  with  timber  and  peopled 
largely  by  wild  animals.  They  endured  all  the 
privations  which  were  the  inevitable  lot  of  the  earl}^ 
settlers,  and  after  rearing  a  family  and  building  up 
the  record  of  a  w^ell-spent  life,  the  father  departed 


hence  in  1884,  when  ripe  in  years;  the  mother  is 
still  living.  William  H.  Colyer,  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  war,  enlisted  in  the  old  Michigan  Infantry, 
entering  the  ranks  in  August,  1864,  and  participat- 
ing in  the  engagement  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  He 
was  afterward  engaged  with  his  comrades  in  guard- 
ing captured  prisoners,  and  in  April  following  his 
regiment  was  consolidated  with  the  11th  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  our  subject  was  assigned  to  Company 
B,  and  detailed  to  duty,  being  stationed  mostly 
around  McDonald  in  East  Tennessee.  The  war 
was  then  nearing  its  close,  and  in  June,  1865,  Mr. 
Colyer,  with  his  comrades,  was  mustered  out  and 
returned  home. 

Prior  to  his  army  experience  Mr.  Colyer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Yandyne,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Blissfield  Township,  Oct.  25,  1863.  Mrs.  C.  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Catharine  (Miller)  Yandyne,  who 
were  residents  of  the  same  county.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  Peter  Yandyne,  was  of  German  an- 
cestry, and  spent  his  last  years  in  Ontario  County. 
George  Yandyne  followed  farming,  and  in  1854 
removed  from  his  native  county  to  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.,  locating  in  Blissfield  Township,  where  the 
mother's  death  took  place  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  in  1864. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colyer  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  George  Otis,  Ada  Blanche, 
Clarence  William,  Cassius  M.  and  Clifi'ord  Henry. 
Mr,  Colyer  has  lived  quietly  and  unobtrusively, 
meddling  little  with  public  affairs,  but  upon  occa- 
sions of  important  elections  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket. 

^^=>^ICHOLAS  YALENTINE  HILE,  a  progres- 
I  jjj  sive  farmer  representing  the  agricultural 
[ii^^  interests  of  Ogden  Township,  is  the  son  of 
Peter  Hile,  who  was  born  jn  Germany,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  came  te  America  and  settled  in 
Rockingham  County,  in  the  valley  of  Yirginia, 
where  he  bought  land,  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  Dec.  17, 1887.  He  mar- 
ried in  his  adopted  home,  Lucy  A.  Pense,  a  native 
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of  Rockingham  County,  and  her  death  occurred 
here  in  Ogden  Township,  June  30,  1881.  Her  fa- 
ther, Valentine  Pense,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  and  his  father,  George  Pense,  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  or  Maryland  to  Virginia,  and  bought 
some  unimproved  land  in  Rockingham  County, 
which  he  cleared  and  cultivated  until  his  death. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  served  in  the  War 
of  1812.  After  his  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Miller,  a  native  of  Rockingham  County,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Miller,  he  bought  a  farm  one  mile  from 
his  father's  homestead,  and  eight  miles  from  Harris- 
burg,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  years  of 
their  married  life. 

Nicholas  Valentine  Hile,  of  wiiom  we  write,  was 
born  on  the  homestead  of  his  parents  in  that  Vir- 
ginia valley,  July  21,  1840,  and  there  passed  his 
boyhood.  He  attended  school  in  his  youthful  days 
as  opportunity  offered,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  large 
enough  helped  his  father  in  tilling  the  soil.  The 
latter  was  a  very  active,  industrious  man,  and  from 
him  Nicholas  learned  lessons  which  have  been  useful 
to  him  in  later  life.  He  made  his  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  then  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  his  only  capital  being  good 
health  and  willing  hands.  He  came  to  Michigan, 
hoping  for  better  opportunities  to  make  his  way  in 
the  world,  and  soon  engaged  to  work  by  the  month, 
except  in  the  winter,  when  he  chopped  wood  and 
split  rails.  Wages  were  low  then,  but  he  stuck  to 
bis  work,  and  having  no  bad  habits,  saved  his  earn- 
ings, and  in  1859  had  money  enough  to  buy  forty 
acres  of  timber  land.  He  was  then  a  single  man, 
and  did  not  locate  on  his  land,  but  industriously 
kept  at  work  by  the  month.  In  1863  he  had  been 
so  successful  that  he  was  enabled  to  buy  forty  acres 
more  land  joining  his  first  purchase.  There  were 
about  five  acres  from  which  the  trees  had  been 
felled,  and  the  stumps  had  not  been  removed  from 
the  ground,  while  the  rest  of  the  land  was  heavily 
timbered. 

Mr.  Hile  was  now  in  a  position  to  establish  a 
home,  and  in  1865  he  married  Caroline,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Elizabeth  Robertson  (for  whose 
history  see  sketch  of  George  P.  Robertson),  and  a 
native  of  Medina  County,  Ohio.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Hile  settled  on  his  land,  and  has  lived 


here  continuously  ever  since,  erecting  good  build- 
ings and  making  many  other  improvements.  From 
time  to  time  he  has  added  to  his  original  purchase 
of  land,  in  1 875  buying  thirty  acres,  which  increased 
the  area  of  his  farm  to  1 30  acres,  ninety  of  which 
are  cleared,  fenced  and  cross-fenced.  He  has  his 
farm  under  good  tillage,  and  well  provided  with 
good  stock. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hile  have  a  pleasant  home,  in  which 
four  children  have  been  born  to  them — James  R., 
George  P.,  Alpheus  J.  and  Jessie  Maud.  They  well 
deserve  the  respect  of  their  neighbors  as  people 
whose  good  character  and  habits  make  them  valued 
citizens  of  this  community. 

BRAHAM  CRAMER,  one  of  the  oldest set- 
O     tiers    and    most  extensive  land-owners  of 


-^'- 


Lenawee  County,  is  a  descendant  of  sub- 
stantial German  ancestry,  and  possesses  in  a 
marked  degree  the  sturdy  industry  and  persistence 
of  those  from  whom  he  drew  his  origin.  His  boy- 
hood years  were  spent  in  New  York,  in  which  State 
the  first  representatives  of  the  Cramer  family  set- 
tled in  this  country  soon  after    the    Revolutionary 

War. 

Conrad  and  Elizabeth  Cramer,  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  were  residents  of  New  York  for  a  period  of 
more  than  forty  years,  during  which  time  the  former 
was  greatly  prospered  in  his  labors  and  business 
transactions,  and  at  his  death  left  a  valuable  estate. 
He  spent  his  last  years  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Nancy  Wilder,  of  Perryville,  where  his  death 
took  place  in  1872.  The  mother  was  a  victim  of 
the  cholera  scourge  in  New  York,  where  she  was 
stricken  down  in  middle  life,  aged  about  forty-five 

3^  ears. 

Abraham  Cramer  came  to  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan in  1836,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Rome  Township.  Two  years  later,  however,  he 
traded  his  first  purchase  for  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  Medina  Township,  into  which  he  brought  the 
first  yoke  of  oxen,  and  by  the  aid  of  these  com- 
menced clearing  his  land.  He  had  been  married, 
Nov.  28,  1835,  before  his  removal  from  the  p:mpire 
State,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Sterling,  who  accompanied 
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him  to  the  West,  and  died  in  Medina  Township, 
Oct.  28,  1849.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  The  eldest,  Edwin  C,  married 
Miss  Jane  Ann  Wilcox,  and  is  farming  in  Medina 
Township ;  Mary  Ann  is  the  wife  of  William  Charles, 
who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  near  Bangor,  and 
also  deals  largely  in  wheat  and  hay;  George  mar- 
ried Miss  Jane  DeLong,  and  lives  in  Hillsdale 
County;  Wellington  S.  is  married  and  resides  on  a 
farm  in  Medina  Township,  and  Lorenzo  L.,  also  a 
farmer,  is  married  and  a  resident  of  Hillsdale 
County,  this  State. 

Mr.  Cramer  was  a  second  time  married,  in  Hills- 
dale County,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Harris,  who  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young 
woman ;  she  died  at  her  home  in  Medina  Township, 
May  6,  1887.  Mr.  Cramer  is  a  Democrat,  politi- 
cally, and  has  served  in  the  various  minor  offices  of 
his  township.  His  life  has  been  one  of  active  in- 
dustry, and  his  property  includes  600  acres  in  Me- 
dina Township,  lying  mostly  in  one  body,  and 
largely  devoted  to  the  raising  of  grain.  The  resi- 
dence and  farm  buildings  are  commodious,  and  kept 
in  good  repair,  while  the  stock  and  machinery  are  of 
the  best  description. 
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Ji^  ARYIN  M.  MAXSON,  a  leading  druggist 
///      \\\    ^^  Hudson,  has  been  a  resident  of  Michi- 


gan since  1837,  coming  with  his  parents 
from  New  York  vState  to  Pittsford,  Hills- 
dale County.. in  that  year.  He  was  born  in  Centre- 
ville,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  20,  1831,  while  his 
father,  Jesse  Maxson,  was  a  native  of  Stephen  town, 
Rensselaer  County,  in  the  same  State.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  named  Joseph. 

The  Maxsons  are  of  English  ancestry,  and  the 
first  representative  in  this  country  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  1638  as  one  of  a  colony,  which  was  the 
first  to  make  the  attempt  at  settlement  on  the 
shores  of  Connecticut.  They  landed  and  com- 
menced trading  with  the  Indians,  who  for  a  time 
appeared  friendly,  but  soon  disclosed  treachery  and 
made  an  attack  upon  the  whites,  driving  them  to 
their  shallop.  Some  of  them  returned  the  next  day 
to  get  provisions  and  produce  from  their  gardens, 


^^-*.-.-^ 


but  met  with  another  attack,  in  which  Mr.  Maxson 
and  his  son  Richard  were  killed.  His  wife  escaped, 
and  with  the  rest  of  the  survivors  landed  on  the 
island  then  called  Aquidneck,  but  now  Rhode 
Island,  where  shortly  afterward  her  son,  John  Max- 
son, was  born,  March  24, 1638,  and  was  undoubtedly 
the  first  white  child  born  there.  In  1661  this  John 
Maxson  joined  the  colony  that  was  formed  at  New- 
port to  purchase  and  settle  a  part  of  the  Narragan- 
sett  country,  and  removed  thither.  In  his  religious 
belief  he  was  a  Seventh-Day  Baptist  and  was  or- 
dained as  an  Elder  in  that  church  on  the  20th  of 
May,  1668.  He  died  Dec.  17,  1720,  in  his  sixty- 
second  year,  and  a  blue  slatestone  marks  his  resting- 
place  in  the  Clark  burying-ground  in  sight  of  the 
Hopkinton  meeting-house.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Mary  Mosher,  and  it  is  recorded  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society's  collection.  Their 
son  John  (2d),  the  next  in  line,  was  born  in 
1666,  and  in  1687  married  Judith,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Clark,  and  niece  of  John  Clark,  founder  of 
the  first  Baptist  Church  at  Newport.  He  became 
an  extensive  land-owner,  and  died  in  1747  in  his 
eighty-first  year.  John  Maxson  (3d)  was  born 
in  1701  and  died  about  1785.  Although  known  to 
have  been  a  relative  of  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, the  connection  is  not  definitely  traced.  One 
of  the  sons  of  Grandfather  Joseph  Maxson,  also 
named  Joseph,  uncle  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Allegany  County,  and  the  first  settler 
on  the  present  site  of  Centreville,  where  he  went 
when  a  young  man  and  secured  a  tract  of  land. 
He  was  very  poor  in  this  world's  goods  at  that  time 
and  was  obliged  to  sell  his  shoes  in  order  to  pay  for 
an  ax  which  was  to  be  used  in  felling  the  first  tree 
on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  village  of 
Centreville.  His  father  afterward  removed  there 
and  remained  until  his  death. 

In  a  short  time  the  father  of  our  subject  also  re- 
moved to  Centreville  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  . 
from  the  Holland  Purchase  Company,  on  which  he 
built  a  log  house  and  commenced  the  improvement 
of  a  farm.  There  were  no  railways  at  the  time  and 
few  means  of  transportation,  and  the  consequently 
slow  sale  for  farm  produce  made  it  hard  to  pay  for 
a  home.  Accordingly  in  1834  he  visited  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  and  entered  160  acres  of  Gor- 
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ernment  land  in  Pittsford  Township.  After  enter- 
ing the  land  he  returned  east,  and  two  years  later 
made  another  visit,  bringing  with  him  a  nursery 
stock.  Part  of  the  trees  he  planted  on  his  own 
land,  on  space  which  he  had  hired  a  man  to  clear, 
and  the  others  he  sold.  Having  disposed  of  his 
stock  he -went  back  to  New  York,  and  after  settling 
his  affairs  there  he  bade  farewell  to  his  friends  and 
neighbors,  and  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, started  for  his  future  home  in  Michigan.  They 
journeyed  with  a  term  to  Lake  Erie,  then  via  the 
lake  to  Toledo,  thence  by  way  of  the  Cottonwood 
Swamp  and  Adrian  to  Pittsford  Township.  The 
family  occupied  a  house  with  a  neighbor  until  one 
on  their  own  land  could  be  completed.  This  was 
soon  done,  and  Mr.  Maxson  at  once  commenced  the 
arduous  task  of  evolving  a  farm  from  the  wilder- 
ness. He  labored  hard  and  perseverance  and  in- 
dustry brought  their  reward.  He  remained  there, 
contented  and  successful,  until  his  death,  June  21, 
1878.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Marietta 
Dayton,  was  also  a  native  of  Rensselaer  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  she  died  at  the  homestead  in  1844.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely :  Marietta  Matilda  Beach,  re- 
siding in  Livingston  County,  Mich.;  Marvin  M. 
and  Manley  M.,  who  live  on  the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  six  years  old  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  State,  and  during 
his  residence  here  of  fifty  and  more  years  he.  has 
witnessed  the  wonderful  transformation  of  the 
country,  changing  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of 
time,  from  a  forest-covered  land,  whose  inhabitants 
were  wild  beasts  and  a  few  untutored  savages,  to  a 
rich  and  fertile  agricultural  region,  dotted  here  and 
there  with  pleasant  hamlets,  smiling  villages,  and 
busy  cities  teeming  with  life.  The  now  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  city  of  Adrian,  then  a  village,  was 
at  that  time,  and  for  many  years  after,  the  western 
terminus  of  the  railway.  The  house  in  which  the 
boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  was  built  of 
logs,  and  in  the  style  of  iirchitecture  common  to 
that  day.  Bricks  were  scarce,  and  in  consequence 
mud  and  sticks  were  the  component  parts  of  the 
chimney.  Stoves  were  unknown  here  then,  and  his 
mother  cooked  by  the  fireplace.  He  attended  the 
pioneer  schools,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors 


of  the  farm,  remaining  at  home  until  he  had  grown 
to  manhood. 

In  April,  1865,  Mr.  Maxson  took  a  most  important 
step  toward  his  successful  establishment  in  life, 
being  at  that  time  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Delia  Chipman,  who  was  born  in  Malone,  Franklin 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Elan  and  Re- 
becca Chipman.  After  marriage  our  subject 
engaged  in  various  employments  and  enterprises 
until  he  established  himself  in  his  present  business. 
He  inherited  great  musical  talent  and  became  quite 
proficient  as  a  musician,  and  for  many  years  the 
people  in  this  section  of  the  country  depended  on 
him  to  furnish  the  music  at  their  social  gatherings. 
it  was  in  1867  that  he  opened  his  drug-store  in 
Hudson,  and  since  then  he  has  met  with  unusually 
good  success,  his  undoubtedly  honest  word  and 
deed,  and  his  genial  and  courteous  manner,  winning 
a  large  patronage. 

To  him  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  child, 
Guy,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business. 
Mr.  Maxson  and  his  family  are  leading  factors  in 
the  social  life  of  Hudson,  and  at  their  attractive 
home  their  numerous  friends  are  often  warmly  and 
hospitably  entertained.  The  portrait  of  Mr.  Max- 
son is  welcomed  to  the  collection  of  faces  in  this 
Album,  which  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive 
features  of  its  embellishment. 
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^l,  BR  AM  WING,  time-keeper  and  store-keeper 
(@zOII  in  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Railway  shops,  in  Adrian,  is  numbered 
^J  among  the  oldest  railroad  men  of  Southern 
Michigan,  and  has  held  his  present  position  for  a 
period  of  twenty-two  years.  This  fact  is  also 
further  remarkable  because  he  has  during  this  time 
continued  unremittingly  at  his  labors  without  a 
single  month's  intermission,  having  been  remark- 
ably strong  and  healthy,  physically,  and  otherwise 
fortunate. 

Mr.  Wing  is  a  native  of  this  State,  and  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Ypsilanti,  July  28,  1836,  at  the  time 
when  the  young  town  was  struggling  for  existence. 
His  father,  William  Wing,  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  his  ancestry  as  far  back  as  is  known 
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were  Quakers  in  religious  belief,  and  possessed  all 
the  simple  and  honest  elements  of  character  peculiar 
to  that  sect,  whose  integrity  was  never  questioned, 
and  whose  lives  before  the  world  have  been  re- 
markable for  purity  and  the  love  of  peace.  The 
mother  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Marie  Soop,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  excellent  old  Dutch  fami- 
lies who  settled  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  during  the 
pioneer  days  of  the  Empire  State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
their  youth,  and  were  married  in  Ypsilanti,  where 
they  continued  until  the  death  of  the  father,  which 
occurred  in  1857.  The  mother  was  left  with  two 
daughters  and  one  son,  and  surviving  her  husband, 
died  at  the  home  where  she  had  lived  so  many 
years  in  Ypsilanti.  The  brother  and  sister  of  Abram 
died  in  their  infancy,  and  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  county  of  Washtenaw,  where  he 
acquired  his  education,  attending  school,  however, 
only  during  the  brief  period  of  his  boyhood.  In 
1848  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  his  uncle  in 
Kockford,  111.,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and 
from  there  went  to  Madison  County,  Wis.,  making 
his  home  with  his  uncle,  David  Gardner,  until  after 
the  death  of  the  latter.  He  afterward  returned  to 
Ypsilanti,  where  he  was  variously  occupied  until 
February,  1857,  when  he  made  his  first  entrance 
into  Adrian,  and  entered  the  drug-store  of  Samuel 
E.  Hartnett  as  clerk,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Rebellion.  Soon  after 
the  first  call  for  Union  troops,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  47th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  on  account  of  his  active 
labors  in  the  organization  of  the  company,  and  his 
manifest  patriotism,  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant. 
The  regiment  remained  at  Camp  Dennison  a  few 
weeks,  and  were  then  ordered  to  the  front,  their  first 
operations  being  in  West  Virginia  under  command 
of  Gen.  Rosecrans.  Lieut.  Green  was  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  on  detached  service,  and  was  finally 
appointed  Quartermaster  of  his  regiment,  but  com- 
pelled to  resign  a  few  months  later  on  account  of 
failing  health., 

Lieut.  Wing,  upon  returning  to  Adrian,'made  ar- 
rangements to  re-engage  in  the  drug  business,  and 
to  establish  a  home  and  domestic  ties.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1863,  to  Miss  Alice  E.  Sizer,  of  Adrian,  who 
became  the  mother  of  two  children — Henry  A.  and 


Adelia  A.  For  two  years  following  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Wing  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  drug-store  of 
Remington  &  Bennett.  In  1865  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Michigan  &  Northern  Indiana  Rail- 
road Company  as  time-keeper  and  store-keeper  in 
the  carshops  at  Adrian,  which  position  he  held  un- 
til the  consolidation  of  the  two  roads,  and  through 
the  various  changes  which  had  occurred  in  the  mean- 
time. 

Mr.  Wing  has  officiated  as  School  Trustee  in 
Adrian  four  years,'and  is  President  of  the  Working- 
men's  Mutual  Aid  Association,  which  was  organized 
in  1882,  and  incorporated  in  1885. 


^  AMES  K.  JEFFERY  is  a  resident  of  Rome 
Township,  Lenawee  County,  where  he  came 


in  1836,  and  bought  160  acres  of  wild  land 
from  the  Government.  He  first  cleared 
eighty  acres  on  which  he  built  a  log  house,  and 
removed  his  family  onto  this  farm  in  1836.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  the  county  of  Kent,  England, 
Jan.  29,  1803,  and  came  to  New  York  July  4, 1830, 
settling  in  Oneida  County,  where  he  bought  a  farm 
and  lived  until  the  spring  of  1836,  when  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  this  county.  Mr.  Jeffery  was 
married  in  1826,  to  Miss  Harriet  Marsh,  who  was 
also  born  in  Kent  County,  England,  Aug.  11, 1800, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Edward  Marsh,  a  carpen- 
ter, who  died  in  Dover,  England,  at  the  age  of 
forty  years.  His  wife's  death  occurred  at  the  same 
place,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
The  family  of  Mrs.  Jeffery  came  of  a  long  line  of 
English  ancestry. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  Jeffery,  was  a 
native  of  Kent  County,  England,  where  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  died  in  his  native 
county  in  the  fiftj^-eighth  year  of  his  age.  His 
wife,  Rebecca  Sanford,  also  a  native  of  that  county, 
died  at  sixty  years  of  age,  while  her  father,  Mark 
Sanford,  a  farmer  and  sailor,  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-nine  years.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Hunt  Jeffery,  followed  a  seafaring  life  in 
his  youth,  and  afterward  owned  and  farmed  several 
tracts  of  land.  At  the  tinie  of  his  death,  when 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  he  left  each  of  his  two 
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sons  £40,000.  A  sister  of  our  subject  was  reared 
by  an  uncle  and  aunt  and  was  left  considerable 
property. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  died  at  her  home  in  this 
county,  Dec.  13,  1883,  and  left  seven  children, 
named  as  follows :  Harriet,  Margaret,  Eliza,  Nancy, 
Eleanor,  Edward  J.  and  Susannah.  One  daughter, 
Rebecca,  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ;  Har- 
riet is  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Knapp  (see  sketch)  ; 
Margaret  married  D.  O'Dell,  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  and 
they  have  one  son ;  these  three  were  born  in  England. 
Eliza  is  the  wife  of  William  Willit,  a  farmer  of 
Ingham  County,  Mich. ;  Nancy  married  J.  Ryder, 
also  a  farmer  of  Ingham  County ;  Eleanor  was  first 
married  to  J.  Johnson,  and  was  subsequently  mar- 
ried to  John  Hart,  now  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  and  has 
two  children,  one  by  each  husband;  Edward  J. 
married  Miss  King,  and  is  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising in  Portland,  Ore. ;  they  have  a  family 
of  six  children.  Susannah  is  the  wife  of  G.  W. 
Garland,  a  farmer  of  this  county,  and  has  three 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffery  have  also  four  or 
five  great-grandchildren. 

Our  subject  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  recording^ 
his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  this  county,  assisting  in  building 
churches  and  schools,  and  has  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  all  enterprises  which  have  for  their  ob- 
ject the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  morality  and  the 
advancement  of  his  community.  He  has  been  High- 
way Commissioner  and  Pathmaster,  and  while  in 
England  he  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  hold- 
ing  almost  every  office.  The  old  gentleman  is  still 
hale  and  hearty  and  retains  all  his  mental  faculties. 

OMER  BICKFORD.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  a  natural  mechanic  and  an  expert  machin- 
ist, for  twenty-two  years  of  his  early  life 
(fi©)  E^^^  ^i^  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
celebrated  grain  drill  of  Macedon,  N.  Y.,  a  part  of 
which  was  his  own  invention  and  the  manufacture 
of  which  he  carried  on  extensively  in  the  Empire 
State.  This  drill  has  a  world-wide  reputation  and 
was  awarded  the  first  prize  at  the  Centennial  P^xposi- 


tion  in  Philadelphia,  in  1876.  Mr.  Bickford  in 
1886,  desiring  a  change  of  location  and  occupation, 
separated  his  interests  from  the  forge  and  anvil,  and 
coming  to  the  wide  West,  located  upon  a  farm 
where  he  has  since  enjoyed  the  free  and  independ- 
ent life  of  an  agriculturist.  His  property  is  situated 
on  section  17,  in  Raisin  Township,  where  he  is  oper- 
ating successfully  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and 
where  the  result  of  his  labors  bears  fair  comparison 
with  those  of  the  intelligent  men  around  him. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were  spent 
in  the  township  of  East  Bloomfield,  Ontario  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  born  at  his  father's  homestead, 
Dec.  20,  1834.  He  is  the  son  of  Azariah  Bickford, 
a  farmer  in  easy  circumstances,  who  in  the  early 
days  migrated  from  his  native  State  of  Maine  to 
New  York,  and  there  met  and  married  Miss  Philena 
Perkins,  who  was  born  in  Ontario  Count}^  in  the 
latter  State.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  On- 
tario County.  Of  their  five  sons  and  four  daughters 
there  are  now  living  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  married :  Lyman  lives  in  New  York;  Marcus  in 
Iowa;  Delia  in  New  York,  and  Harlow  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Bickford  was  the  seventh  child  of  his  parents, 
and  after  becoming  of  suitable  age  to  leave  the 
parental  roof,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
machinist's  trade,  mostly  in  Wayne  County,  where 
he  subsequently  established  a  manufactory  in  the 
town  of  Newark.  He  carried  on  business  there 
five  years  for  himself,  and  subsequently  took 
the  foremanship  of  the  Bickford  &  Huffman  shops, 
with  which  he  was  connected  until  coming  to  this 
county. 

In  April,  1886,  Mr.  Bickford  took  possession  of 
his  present  farm,  comprising  eighty  acres  of  finely 
improved  land,  which  yields  in  abundance  the 
choicest  crops  of  Michigan.  Although  his  farming 
experience  has  been  somewhat  limited,  he  possesses 
a  fund  of  general  information  and  the  good  judg- 
ment which  has  already  insured  his  success.  He 
has  inaugurated  various  improvement's  since  taking 
possession  of  his  present  property,  and  is  bound  to 
make  his  mark  in  the  agricultural  community  of 
this  section.  His  straightforward  method  of  doing 
business  and  his  industry  and  enterprise  at  once 
commended  him  to  the  people  around  him  as  a  man 
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who  would  prove  a  valued  accession  to  their  num- 
bers. His  family  includes,  in  the  immediate  house- 
hold, only  himself  and  his  wife,  as  the  three  chil- 
dren which  were  born  to  them  were  taken  away  at 
an  early  age.  Carry  P.  was  born  March  5,  I860, 
while  her  parents  were  residents  of  Newark,  and  died 
Oct.  9,  1864;  Willard  C.  was  born  July  28,  1862, 
in  Newark,  and  also  died  Oct.  9,  1864;  Fanny  E., 
the  youngest,  was  born  July  27,  1865,  and  passed 
away  Nov.  3,  1866. 

Before  coming  to  the  West  Mr.  Bickford  was 
united  in  marriage  with  a  lad}^  of  his  own  county, 
namely.  Miss  Emily  Watkins,  a  native  of  Victor 
Township,  where  she  was  born  and  reared,  and  where 
her  wedding  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  her  par- 
ents, Marshall  and  Caroline  (Ingersoll)  Watkins,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  in  early 
life  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  departing  from  the  scenes  of  his  earthly  labors. 
Both  parents  passed  away  in  middle  life,  the  mother 
preceding  her  husband  a  few  months  to  the  silent 
land.  They  spent  their  lives  in  their  native  State, 
and  their  remains  were  laid  to  rest  side  by  side,  not 
far  from  their  birthplace.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  them  one  son  and  three  daughters  are  now 
living:  Emily,  Mrs.  Bickford,  was  born  Nov.  24, 
1835,  and  continued  under  the  parental  roof  until 
her  marriage  with  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bick- 
ford located  on  a  farm  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
and  there  our  subject  operated  three  years  before 
going  into  business  on  his  own  account  in  Newark, 
where  he  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  prop- 
erty. 

OSCAR  P.  BILLS,  an  extensive  land-owner  of 
Lenawee  County,  and  member  of  the  banking 
firm  of  O.  P.  Bills  &  Co.,  at  Tecumseh,  is  a 
son  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Southern 
Michigan  who  contributed  largely  to  the  develop- 
ment of  its  resources  and  the  building  up  of  Lena- 
wee County.  The  family  for  generations  has  been 
distinguished  for  the  capability  of  its  men  and  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  its  Avomen.  The  life  his- 
tory of  the  father  of  our  subject  being  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  early  settlement  of  this  county,  is 
given  as  a  matter  which  will  be  of  interest  to  all. 


Perley  Bills,  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  was  born  far  up  among  its  eastern  hills  near 
the  town  of  Wilmington,  June  5,  1810.  His  par- 
ents, Hiram  and  Virtue  Bills,  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut, whence  they  removed  soon  after  their  mar- 
riage to  the  mountainous  regions  of  Vermont. 
There  Hiram  Bills  engaged  in  lumbering  principally, 
although  carrying  on  farming  to  some  extent,  and 
with  his  excellent  wife  passed  from  the  scenes  of 
his  earthly  labors  in  1840.  Amid  these  wild  and 
simple  scenes  Perley  Bills  spent  his  childhood  and 
youth,  and  possessing  more  than  ordinary  ability,  at 
the  early  age  of  nineteen  made  arrangements  to 
embark  in  trade  at  Honesdale,  Pa.  He  had  asso- 
ciated himself  with  a  Mr.  Whiting,  but  before 
they  had  fairly  commenced,  the  illness  of  the 
latter  compelled  them  to  abandon  the  undertaking. 
Young  Bills  then  went  to  work  as  a  house  carpen- 
ter, which  occupation  he  followed  during  the  sum- 
mer and  in  winter  engaged  in  teaching  school.  He 
finally  returned  to  his  native  State  and  spent  the 
summer  in  Vermont  at  the  mountain  farm  of  his 
father. 

Perley  Bills,  upon  leaving  New  England,  mi- 
grated to  Ohio  and  first  engaged  in  teaching  in  Me- 
dina County.  He  was  of  studious  habits,  desirous 
of  obtaining  a  good  education,  and  in  the  spring 
following  joined  the  preparatory  class  at  the  West- 
ern Reserve  College,  where  he  studied  two  years, 
paying  his  expenses  by  labor  when  not  in  school. 
He  finally  returned  to  Bennington,  Vt.,  spending 
two  years  in  the  seminary  there  as  pupil  and  tutor, 
and  m  1835  retraced  his  steps  to  Ohio,  becom- 
ing a  student  of  Oberlin  College.  The  two  years 
following  were  spent  partly  in  teaching  in  an  acad- 
emy at  Strongsville,  whence  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  at  Tecumseh  in  the  spring  of  1837. 
Here  he  established  and  conducted  primary  and  ad- 
vanced classes  for  young  men  who  designed  to  enter 
college.  He  was  foremost  in  encouraging  the  es- 
tablishment of  schools,  and  by  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts and  constant  application  to  his  books,  obtained 
a  thorougn  Knowledge  of  common  law,  and  in  1842 
was  admitteu  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  this  State. 
He  had  in  the  nleantime  been  prominent  in  politi- 
cal affairs,  and  in  1 837  was  a  delegate  to  the  Young 
Men's  State  Convention  at  Marshall,  having  in  view 
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the  organization  of  a  branch  of  the  Whig  party. 
In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  re- 
elected in  1857,  and  chosen  by  the  Senate  as  their 
Speaker  pro  tern.  In  1867  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention.  Mr. 
Bills  organized  the  first  primary  school  district  in 
the  village  of  Tecumseh,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  nearly  forty  years.  In  1861  he 
instituted  the  savings  bank  of  P.  Bills  &  Co.,  and 
four  years  later  became  a  Director  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Bank  of  Tecumseh.  After  the 
close  of  this  institution,  in  1874,  he  at  once  organ- 
ized a  bank  under  the  firm  name  of  Bills,  Lilly  & 
Co.,  of  which  he  was  made  President. 

The  marriage  of  Perley  Bills  and  Miss  Caroline 
BrowQ  was  celebrated  on  the  8th  of  November, 
1838.  While  residents  of  Tecumseh  there  were 
born  to  them  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
namely:  Frederick  H.,  deceased;  Oscar  P.,  our  sub- 
ject; Caroline  M.,  the  wife  of  Gen.  Lemuel  Saviers, 
of  St.  Louis,  Mich. ;  Mary  H.,  the  wife  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Nathan  Church,  of  Ithaca,  this  State;  Harriet 
v.,  a  graduate  of  Howland  College,  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Michi- 
gan University,  and  now  practicing  physician  at 
East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  Chandler  D.,  of  Tecum- 
seh. Mrs.  Bills  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Re- 
becca Brown,  natives  of  New  England,  who  came  to 
Michigan  in  1837;  she  was  born  in  Charlemont, 
Mass.,  April  17,  1817,  and  after  coming  to  Michi- 
gan taught  school  in  Tecumseh  one  year,  then  re- 
moved to  Illinois  with  her  parents  and  resided  until 
her  marriage. 

Oscar  P.  Bills  continued  with  his  parents  until 
reaching  his  majority,  being  reared  as  a  farmer's 
boy  and  attending  the  district  school.  He  was 
bright  and  ambitious,  however,  and  fond  of  study, 
in  which  laudable  labor  he  was  always  assisted  and 
encouraged  by  his  father,  and  in  1861  entered  the 
Michigan  University,  taking  a  full  literary  course 
and  being  graduated  four  years  later.  He  then 
went  into  the  bank  with  his  father,  but  subsequently 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  the  Indian  Territory, 
where  he  engaged  as  a  trader  with  the  Indians  and 
operated  a  cattle  ranch  and  warehouse  until  1873. 
He  subsequently  migrated  to  Missouri  and  engaged 
in  mining  for  some  time,  after  which  he  returned  to 


Michigan,  and  going  into  the  bank'at  Ithaca,  which 
was  conducted  by  the  well-known  firm  of  Church, 
Bills  &  Co.,  he  remained  until  1882.  Then  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  his  father  the  bank  was  re- 
organized, and  Mr  Bills  came  to  Tecumseh  and  has 
since  been  largely  interested  in  this  institution,  be- 
sides looking  after  extensive  tracts  of  land  of  which 
he  has  become  owner. 
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?ILLIAM  H.  KURTZ,  a  young  and  enter- 
prising capitalist  of  Blissfield,  is  a  native 
of  this  commonwealth,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Riga  Township,  April  11,  1849.  His  father, 
Jacob  Kurtz,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
Dec.  18,  1814,  the 'son  of  David  and  Catherine 
Kurtz.  He  was  educated  in  the  excellent  schools 
of  his  native  land,  which  he  attended  from  the  age 
of  six  to  fourteen.  He  then  served  two  years  to 
learn  the  butcher's  trade.  He  afterward  bought  a 
farm  of  his  father  in  his  native  place,  and  carried 
on  farming  for  some  years,  at  the  same  time  con- 
ducting his  business  of  a  butcher.  During  these 
years  he  was  married  to  Frederica  Swaderrer,  who 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg  May  4,  1819. 

In  the  year  1847,  one  of  the  years  of  great  polit- 
ical disturbances  in  Germany  and  other  European 
countries,  public  affairs  being  in  an  unsettled  con- 
dition, Mr.  Kurtz  decided  to  leave  the  Fatherland 
and  seek  a  home  on  American  soil.  After  selling 
his  farm  and  other  property,  he  embarked  with  his 
wife  and  children.  May  25,  from  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many. They  were  two  months  on  the  ocean,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City  July  25.  They  went  from 
there  up  the  Hudson  River  to  Albany,  and  went 
thence  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  via  Erie  Canal,  Lake  Erie 
and  Detroit  River. 

Mr.  Kurtz  left  his  family  in  Detroit,  and  went  to 
search  for  a  suitable  place  to  establish  his  home. 
He  came  by  the  way  of  Lake  Erie  to  Monroe 
County,  and  from  there  to  Blissfield.  He  was  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  almost  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  language.  In  Blissfield  he  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  a  man,  a  Pennsylva- 
nia German,  with  whom  he  could  converse.  The 
Pennsylvanian  after  ascertaining  his  wants,  directed 
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him  to  a  friend  of  his,  one  Gottlieb  Krapp,  living 
two  and  one-half  miles  from  Blissfield.  He  was  not 
long  with  Mr.  Krapp  before  he  concluded  to  settle 
in  that  vicinity,  and  returned  for  his  family,  whom 
he  left  with  Mr.  Krapp  while  he  looked  about  for 
land  that  would  meet  his  requirements.  On  the 
24th  of  August  he  bought  a  farm  on  section  5  of 
Riga  Township.  Fifty  acres  of  the  land  were 
cleared,  and  there  was  a  log  cabin  on  the  place  into 
which  he  and  his  family  removed.  He  continued 
to  live  on  that  farm  until  1886,  having  cleared 
twenty-five  more  acres  of  land,  and  erected  good 
farm  buildings  and  a  more  commodious  dwelling. 
In  that  year  his  buildings  were  burned,  and  he  re- 
moved to  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Snyder, 
in  Blissfield,  with  whom  he  continues  to  reside. 
His  good  wife,  who  came  with  him  from  the  Father- 
land and  so  faithfully  shared  his  labors  in  this 
home,  departed  this  life  Oct.  7,  1878.  To  her  and 
her  husband  had  been  born  twelve  children,  whose 
record  is  as  follows:  Mathew,  born  Jan.  18,  1840, 
lives  in  Riga  Township;  Frederick,  born  March  9, 
1842,  lives  in  Mattoon,  111.;  Charles  G.,  born  Nov. 
3,  1843,  at  Oedernhardt,  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
died  in  Deerfield  Township,  May  6,  1882;  John 
L.,  born  June  16,  1843,  died  July  16,  1843;  Lud- 
wig,  born  July  17,  1846,  died  Oct.  21,  1847; 
William  H.,  our  subject;  Louisa,  born  Aug.  28, 
1851,  married  Jacob  Ingold,  of  Blissfield;  John  D., 
born  July  28,  1853,  died  Feb.  12,  1876,  in  Riga 
Township;  Paulina,  born  May  21,  1855,  married 
John  Wagenlander,  and  died  in  Riga  Village  June  15, 
1877;  Carrie,  born  Jan.  10,  1858,  died  Nov.  10, 
1883;  Helen,  born  April  3,  1860,  died  Nov.  3, 
1862;  Jennie,  born  April  11,  1863,  married  Henry 
R.  Snyder,  of  Blissfield. 

William  Kurtz,  of  whom  we  write,  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  Blissfield  school, 
which  he  commenced  attending  when  he  was  eight 
years  old.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  school  to 
assist  his  father  in  getting  out  lumber  for  a  railway 
company.  This  hard  labor  proved  too  much  for 
the  active,  growing  lad,  and  his  health  began  to  fail 
when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  his  father 
wisely  decided  to  withdraw  him  from  work  and 
send  him  to  school  again  to  complete  his  education ; 
accordingly  he   entered   the   district   schools.     He 


studied  SO  diligently  that  in  the  short  space  of  three 
months  he  was  fitted  for  college,  and  a  short  time 
afterward  was  enrolled  as  a  student  of  Adrian  Col- 
lege ;  he  remained  there  three  terms,  making  rapid  ' 
progress  and  taking  a  high  stand  in  his  various 
studies.  After  leaving  college  he  worked  for  a 
year  on  his  father's  farm.  He  then  became  a  clerk 
in  a  dry-goods  store  in  Adrian,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years  and  seven  months.  Then,  after  a 
short  interval  of  work  on  the  farm,  he  entered  Ober- 
lin  Business  Institute,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  thoroughly  grounded  in  all  the  principles  of 
business,  and  was  graduated  from  there  in  1871. 
From  June  until  October  of  that  year  he  remained 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  then  engaged  to  clerk  for 
the  firm  of  Eaton  &  Backus,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  re- 
maining with  them  until  the  spring  of  1872,  when, 
business  becoming  dull,  he  was  discharged.  He 
then  went  to  other  parts  of  the  country  for  employ- 
ment, but  not  succeeding  returned  home  to  the 
farm,  and  remained  a  few  weeks.  He  was  then 
employed  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  in  a  branch  store  of 
Eaton  &  Co.,  successors  to  Eaton  &  Backus,  of 
Toledo,  Ohio.  The  name  of  this  firm  was  James 
Eaton  (fe  Co.  He  remained  with  them,  selling  dry 
goods,  for  about  three  months.  He  became  dissatis- 
fied, but  w^as  prevailed  upon  by  Messrs.  Eaton  & 
Co.  to  take  charge  of  a  branch  store  at  Blissfield, 
which  they  were  going  to  establish.  Not  thinking 
that  a  branch  store  would  pay  them  very  well,  he 
finally  reluctantly  accepted  the  situation.  After 
conducting  the  store  awhile  for  Messrs.  Eaton  & 
Co.,  he  was  greatly  disappointed  as  to  the  amount 
of  goods  he  was  selling.  Mr.  Eaton  only  thought  of 
continuing  the  store  for  a  few  months,  but  as  busi- 
ness became  much  better,  he  decided  to  keep  Mr. 
Kurtz  for  a  whole  year,  and  would  have  continued 
the  store  longer,  but  through  the  misfortune  in 
burning  out  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  firm  was  com- 
pelled to  close  the  branch  store  out  at  Blissfield. 
They  wanted  Mr.  Kurtz  to  buy  the  stock,  but  hav- 
ing only  $450,  the  amount  they  owed  him,  he  could 
not  think  seriously  of  buying  the  stock  of  goods 
that  invoiced  $1,988,  and  in  order  to  sort  up  would 
require  $500  more.  Messrs.  Eaton  &  Co.,  however, 
having  the  greatest  confidence  in  Mr.  W.  H.  Kurtz, 
said  to  him,  "•  You  never  mind ;  we  will  trust  you 
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for  the  balance  and  goods  too."  He  therefore  pur- 
chased the  stock,  paying  down  the  1550  they  owed 
him.  They  trusted  him  for  the  balance,  never  even 
so  much  as  taking  a  scratch  of  a  pen  as  security  on 
the  balance  nor  for  future  purchases,  accepting  his 
word  and  honor  as  a  man,  and  be  it  said,  to  Messrs. 
Eaton  &  Co.  he  owes  his  everlasting  gratitude  for 
his  fortune.  Said  firm  was  run  under  the  name  and 
firm  of  W.  H.  Kurtz  &  Co.  while  he  was  running  it 
for  Eaton  &  Co.,  and  was  so  continued  after  Mr. 
Kurtz  had  purchased  it,  for  nearly  fourteen  years, 
or  until  March  11,  1886.  Mr.  Kurtz'  health  com- 
pelled him  to  discontinue  business,  and  at  above 
date  he  sold  out  to  Messrs.  F.  H.  Brown  &  Co.,  of 
the  same  place.  Mr.  Kurtz  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  real-estate  business,  and  formed  one  of 
the  company  that  boomed  real  estate  in  Chattanooga 
and  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He  is  still  interested  in 
realty  in  both  cities,  and  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Knoxville  Real  Estate  Company. 

Mr.  Kurtz  was  married,  Feb.  4,  1875,  to  Miss 
Mary  Crouse.  She  was  born  in  Brownhelm,  Lorain 
Co.,  Ohio,  May  18,  1850.  Her  parents  were  Casper 
and  Catherina  (Schwab)  Crouse,  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Her  grandfather,  Adam  Crouse,  was  a 
soldier  in  Napoleon's  army,  and  was  one  of  his 
mighty  host  of  600,000  men,  who,  in  the  month  of 
September,  in  the  year  1812,  invaded  Moscow.  He 
witnessed  the  destruction  of  the  great  city  by  the 
conflagration  which  the  patriotic  Russians  had 
themselves  kindled  so  as  to  more  surely  destroy  the 
French  army.  In  that  ever  memorable,  terrible 
retreat  of  Napoleon  and  his  forces  from  Moscow  in 
the  early  winter  of  1812,  he  suffered  with  his  com- 
rades in  arms  all  the  horrors  of  hunger  and  of  the 
bitter  cold,  to  which  were  added  the  continual 
harassments  of  a  vindictive  foe.  Not  one-twentieth 
part  of  that  great  army  led  into  Russia  returned  in 
safety.  After  that  dreadful  experience  of  the 
horrors  of  war,  Adam  Crouse  retired  from  the  army 
and  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America,  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  Birmingham,  Ohio.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Kurtz  was  seventeen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents.  He  is 
now  a  prosperous  farmer,  residing  with  his  wife  on 
his  farm  one  mile  from  Birmingham,  Ohio. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  are  people  of  culture,  whose 


pleasant  and  attractive  home  it  is  a  pleasure  for 
their  many  friends  to  visit.  They  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  have  one 
child,  Ella  M.,  who  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Erie 
Co.,  Ohio. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  Thomas  Jefferson 
Democrat.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and 
unimpeachable  honor  in  all  business  transactions, 
and  already  holds  an  assured  position  among  the 
financiers  of  the  countv. 


LFRED    A.    MILLER.     The   name  of  this 
gentleman,  who   is   United  States  Pension 
Attornej^  and  Notary,  is  widely  and  favor- 
(^j  ably    known     throughout     Blissfield    and 

vicinity.  He  located  here  in  1873,  and  since 
that  time  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the 
prosecution  of  soldiers'  claims  in  the  various  de- 
partments at  Washington,  in  which  he  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly successful,  commanding  a  business  now 
extending  all  over  tlie  United  States.  This  success 
is  not  attributable  to  advertising,  of  which  he  has 
done  very  little,  but  to  the  conscientious  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  trusts  placed  in  his 
hands  by  his  clients. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1844,  and  on  account  of  the  death  of 
his  father,  Alfred  McKnight,  was  adopted  when 
three  years  of  age  by  the  family  of  Tobias  Miller, 
whose  name  he  assumed,  and  with  whom  he  lived  in 
Westfield,  Medina  County,  until  1853.  During  this 
year  the  family  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Cam- 
bridge, this  county,  and  later  locating  in  Palmyra, 
same  county.  While  in  Ohio  young  Miller  attended 
the  common  schools,  and  after  coming  to  this  State 
pursued  his  studies  in  Cambridge  and  Palmyra, 
mostly  in  the  winter  terms,  till  1859.  In  the  seasons 
of  sowing  and  reaping  he  assisted  in  the  work  of  his 
foster  father's  farm  until  in  January,  1862,  after 
the  Rebellion  had  been  in  progress  nearly  a  year, 
Then,  although  not  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  ten- 
dered his  services  to  the  Government,  and  was  ac- 
cepted as  a  member  of  Company  H,  15th  Michigan 
Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  he  was  dis- 
charged   on    account  of   disability,    the    result   of 
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exposure,  hardship,  improper  food  and  the  attend- 
ant ills  of  a  soldier's  life.  The  nature  of  his  ail- 
ment can  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  although 
his  stature  was  six  feet  and  two  inches  at  the 
time  of  his  discharge,  he  weighed  but  ninety  pounds. 

I" or  a  considerable  time  after  leaving  the  service, 
JNIr.  Miller  was  wholly  unfit  for  any  kind  of  labor, 
and  has  never  recovered  his  health  and  is  now  draw- 
ing a  pension  for  disability.  In  1864,  finding  him- 
self not  sufficiently  robust  for  manual  labor,  he 
decided  to  fortify  his  intellect  for  other  duties,  and 
accordingly  entered  Evans'  Commercial  College  at 
Adrian,  and  after  a  season  of  study  there,  took  a 
course  of  commercial  instruction  and  telegraphing 
at  Hillsdale  College,  lliis  completed,  from  that 
time  until  1873  Mr.  Miller  was  variously  engaged 
at  cheese- making,  book-keeping,  photography  and 
telegraphing. 

The  2d  of  April,  1873,  witnessed  the  marriage  of 
Alfred  A.  Miller  and  Miss  Harriet  E.  Fitch,  who 
was  born  in  Rome,  this  county,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Pamelia  Fitch,  who  were  among  its 
earliest  pioneers.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  the  following  children :  Alfred  D.,  Grace  E., 
Clifford  J.,  Gralen  M.,and  one  girl  who  died  Oct.  5, 
1883.  The  first  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
in  Blissfleld  was  a  small  frame  house  on  the  west 
side  of  Lane  street.  In  July,  1882,  Mr.  M.  pur- 
chased the  house  which  he  now  occupies.  The 
dwelling  is  a  commodious  and  handsome  brick 
structure,  built  in  modern  style  of  architecture  and 
located  on  the  east  side  of  Lane  street.  Here,  sur- 
rounded by  an  interesting  family,  he  is  enjoying  an 
ample  share  of  the  good  things  of  life,  together 
with  the  society  and  friendship  of  the  people 
around  him. 

Alfred  McKnight,  the  father  of  Mr.  Miller,  was 
a  native  of  Scotland,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
America  when  a  young  man  and  settled  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio.  He  was  a  well-educated  gentleman, 
and  possessed  of  considerable  wealth.  For  a  long- 
time preceding  his  death  he  was  a  confirmed  invalid, 
and  during  this  period  of  aflOliction  lost  his  property, 
necessitating  thus  the  seeking  of  a  home  by  his  son 
Alfred  with  strangers.  Mary  McKnight,  the  mother 
of  Mr.  Miller,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  is  now 
living  and  resides  in  Cleveland,    Ohio,  where  also 


reside  a  brother  and  two  sisters.  From  the  date  of 
his  adoption  and  removal  from  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
twenty-eight  years  elapsed  before  he  heard  of  or 
saw  his  mother,  brother  and  sisters.  Our  subject, 
however,  fell  into  good  hands,  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller 
cared  for  him  as  tenderly  as  if  he  had  been  their  own 
child,  encouraging  his  natural  taste  for  study  and 
assisting  him  in  developing  the  talents  with  which 
nature  had  endowed  him.  He  now  keeps  himself  well 
posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest  affecting 
tlie  progress  and  welfare  of  his  town.  In  politics 
Mr.  Miller  is  a  pronounced  Republican,  and  boldly 
speaks  his  convictions  in  all  places  and  to  all  men. 
He  is  exceedingly  industrious,  careful  and  shrewd 
in  the  management  of  business;  genial,  manly  and 
kind  in  his  intercourse  with  his  friends  and  society, 
a  hail  fellow  well  met;  gentlemanly,  vivacious  and 
agreeable.  He  has  enough  Scotch  blood  in  his 
veins  to  make  him  hate  and  despise  the  "small  potato" 
class  of  men,  and  he  can  strike  back  with  great  force 
when  he  considers  himself  imposed  upon.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  Greenly  Lodge  No.  1 03,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
he  is  also  a  comrade  of  Scott  Post  No.  43,  G.  A.  R. 
The  portrait  list  of  the  leading  men  of  Blissfield 
and  vicinity  would  scarcely  be  complete  without 
the  pictured  features  of  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  and  we  accordingly,  as  is  fitting,  thus 
present  them  to  our  readers. 
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SAAC  A.  BARTLETT  is  a  respected  and  re- 
liable citizen  of  Ogden  Township,  where  he  has 
/il  large  landed  possessions.  He  w^as  born  in  Au- 
gusta, Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  12,  1809,  while  his 
grandfather,  Abraham  Bartlett,  was  a  native  of  En- 
gland, and  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times,  set- 
tling in  Connecticut,  where  he  married  Submit 
Evits,  a  native  of  that  State.  After  spending  sev- 
eral years  in  Connecticut,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  West  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  where  he  bought 
a  farm,  on  which  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  A.  Bartlett, 
was  ten  years  of  age  when  he  left  his  native  State 
and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Massachusetts.  He 
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grew  to  manhood  in  West  Stockhridge,  and  when 
in  his  teens  did  good  service  to  his  country  as  a 
valiant  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  mar- 
ried in  Stockbridge,  Melinda  Camp,  who  was  born 
in  Durham,  Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Eunice  (Coe)  Camp.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  down  in  West  Stockbridge,  where  nine 
children  were  born  to  them.  In  1806  the  pioneer 
spirit,  which  seems  to  have  been  strong  in  the 
family,  possessed  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  he  resolved  to 
remove  with  his  family  to  the  wilderness  of  Central 
New  York,  where  land  was  cheap  and  very  pro- 
ductive when  once  cleared ;  accordingly  he,  his 
wife,  and  their  numerous  progeny,  left  their  home 
in  Massachusetts  for  a  new  home  amid  the  forests 
of  New  York.  In  those  days  of  poor  roads  and 
slow  modes  of  traveling,  this  was  a  great  undertak- 
ing, and  their  means  of  conveyance  was  rather 
novel.  As  Mr.  Bartlett  had  several  cows  that  he 
wished  to  take  with  him  he  made  them  work  their 
passage  by  yoking  them  in  pairs  and  making  them 
assist  the  oxen  in  drawing  the  wagons  that  conveyed 
the  family  and  household  goods  to  their  destina- 
tion. They  finally  arrived  at  their  journey's  end  in 
Augusta,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Bartlett 
bought  a  farm,  on  which  there  were  a  log  house  and 
a  frame  barn.  The  family  lived  on  that  place  until 
1833,  actively  engaged  in  clearing  and  cultivating 
the  land,  and  then  removed  to  Madison  County, 
whence  after  a  short  residence,  the  parents  went  to 
Pompey  Hill,  Onondaga  County,  and  lived  with  a 
daughter  until  1844,  when  they  took  up  their  resi- 
dence with  their  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in 
Peterboro,  Madison  County,  and  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives  under  his  roof,  the  father  dying 
in  March,  1847,  and  the  mother  in  November,  1848. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  whose  record 
is  as  follows :  John  C.  spent  his  last  years  in  La- 
grange County,  Ind. ;  Eunice  married  Isaac  Jack- 
son, and  died  in  Augusta,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Melinda  married  Luther  Howe,  and  died  in 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  the  home  of  her  daughter; 
Ruth  was  married  to  J.  G.  Curtis,  of  Peterboro, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Canastota,  N.  Y. ;  Sarah  married  Charles  Crane,  and 
after  his  death  she  married  William  Bradley,  M.  D., 
of  Greece,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died ;  Abra- 
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ham  died  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  Achsah  and  Elizabeth 
never  married,  and  now  live  with  their  brother,  our 
subject;  Phebe  married  William  J.  Curtis,  and  now 
lives  at  Pompey  Hill,  N.  Y. ;  Isaac  A.,  of  whom  we 
write. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  the 
youngest  of  his  parents'  children,  and  was  the  only 
child  born  to  them  after  their  removal  to  New 
York.  In  his  youth  he  attended  school  and  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  when  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  visited  the  Territory  of  Michigan- 
This  part  of  the  Territory  was  then  one  vast,  al- 
most unbroken  wilderness,  with  but  few  settlements, 
as  the  borders  were  settled  many  years  before  the 
interior.  The  Territory  could  not  at  that  time 
have  given  much  indication  of  its  present  high  rank 
among  the  States  of  the  Union  as  a  great  and  pros- 
perous commonwealth.  Mr.  Bartlett  did  not  then 
locate  in  Michigan,  but  returned  to  Augusta  and 
worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm  for  one  year,  then 
became  clerk  in  a  store  in  Seneca  Falls,  where  he  re- 
mained two  3^ears.  He  then  became  a  clerk  in  his 
brother  Abraham's  store  in  Oriskany  Falls  for  one 
season,  after  which  he  revisited  Michigan,  and 
spent  the  winter  in  Monroe  County.  He  then  re- 
turned to  New  York  and  bought  a  half  interest  in 
his  brother's  store,  but  two  years  later  he  disposed 
of  that  interest  and  became  a  clerk  in  Peterboro, 
Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  for  two  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  bought  a  farm  near  that  village,  and  set- 
tling on  it,  superintended  its  cultivation  until  the 
year  1863.  During  the  time  he  lived  on  his  Peter- 
boro farm  he  visited  Lenawee  County,  this  State, 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  17,  Og- 
den  Township,  and  in  1862  he  came  here  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  it.  He  was  offered  only 
1700  for  the  whole  eighty  acres,  which  he  thought 
was  too  little  for  the  land,  which  by  careful  culture 
and  drainage  would  ultimately  become  valuable. 
He  concluded  that  instead  of  selling  the  land  at  a 
sacrifice,  he  would  buy  more  land  and  locate  here ; 
accordingly  he  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides  on  section  20  of  this  township,  and  after  ar- 
ranging his  affairs  in  New  York,  he  returned  and  set- 
tled here  in  1863,  and  has  since  been  a  valued 
resident  of  this  community.  His  foresight  and  good 
judgment  have  been  amply  justified  by  the  success 
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which  his  wise  management  has  since  brought  about. 
He  now  owns  398  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  in 
these  later  years  is  under  the  care  of  good  tenants. 
Mr.  Bartlett  has  a  comfortable  home,  where,  in 
the  pleasant  companionship  of  his  sisters  Achsah 
nnd  Elizabeth,  he  is  quietly  passing  the  last  years  of 
a  long  and  useful  life.  His  sisters,  though  older 
than  himself,  still  retain  to  a  remarkable  degree 
that  intelligence  and  force  of  character  which  in 
earlier  life  made  them  successful  teachers  in  New 
York  State,  where  they  taught  for  many  years. 
This  household  composed  of  elderly  people  is  at- 
tractive to  those  of  a  younger  generation  by  the 
geniality  of  its  inmates,  who  still  have  warm  hearts 
always  open  to  their  friends. 


LANSON  B.  TREAT,  the  representative  of 
an  old  and  prominent  famil3%  established 
in  the  drug  business  at  Adrian  in  the  spring 
of  1873,  and  is  numbered  among  its  most 
valuable  and  reliable  citizens.  Not  having  yet 
reached  the  forty-first  year  of  his  age,  he  is  conse- 
quently in  the  prime  of  life,  well  equipped  for  its 
further  struggles  and  duties,  both  by  his  natural 
business  capacities  and  financial  standing. 

Mr.  Treat,  a  native  of  this  county,  was  born  on  a 
farm  in  Adrian  Township,  »Tan.  20,  1847.  Plis 
father,  Butler  Treat,  Esq.,  was  born  in  Holland 
Patent,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1818,  and  was  first  married 
April  15,  1840,  to  Miss  Nancy  Tingley,  who  was  a 
native  of  the  same  State  as  her  husband,  and  was 
the  mother  of  our  subject.  This  lady  died  at  the 
homestead  in  Adrian  Township  in  1847.  Samuel 
and  Rebecca  Tingley,  the  maternal  grandparents  of 
Alanson  Treat,  emigrated  to  Michigan  during  the 
early  settlement  of  this  county,  locating,  like  the 
Treat  family,  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship. 

Butler  Treat  built  up  a  good  homestead  from  the 
uncultivated  land,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  his  death  taking  place  Nov.  30,  1879.  He 
had  been  married  three  times,  and  became  the  head 
of  a  family  including  twelve  children,  three  by  the 
first  wife,  four  by  the  second  and  five  by  the  third, 
the  whole  including  three  daughters  and  nine  sons, 


who  present  the  remarkable  spectacle  of  a  group 
still  unbroken,  by  the  hand  of  death.  The  most  of 
them  are  married  and  located  principally  in  this 
State. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  a  child  of  the 
first  marriage  of  his  father,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood at  the  homestead  where  he  was  born.  His 
early  studies  were  conducted  in  the  district  schools, 
and  later  he  attended  Raisin  Valley  Seminary. 
Upon  completing  his  studies,  he  returned  to  the 
farm  where  he  remained  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  then  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town  and  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  for  the  drug  firm  of  Stephenson 
Bros.  The  next  year  he  commenced  in  business 
for  himself  at  his  present  location  at  No.  16  Main 
street,  where  he  keeps  a  large  and  finel}^  assorted 
stock  of  drugs,  medicines,  oils,  paints,  etc.  He 
ranks  among  the  leading  business  men  of  the  town, 
and  has  followed  those  methods  by  which  he  has 
gained  an  honest  foothold  among  his'  compeers. 
Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Horatio  Seymour,  and  is  a  warm  admirer  of  the 
present  National  Executive.  Socally,  he  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  being  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  Adrian  Lodge  No.  8. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  M. 
Lincoln,  of  Jackson  County,  this  State,  which  took 
place  at  Napoleon,  in  that  county,  in  the  fall  of 
1871.  Mrs.  Treat  was  born  there  April  22,  1849, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Matilda  Lincoln. 
Her  union'  with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
six  children,  three  only  of  whom  are  living,  namely : 
Grace  N.,  born  Dec.  27,  1875;  Butler,  Nov.  25, 
1880,  and  Horace,  June  12,  1886.  The  family  resi- 
dence,  pleasantly  located  on  AUis  street,  is  a  neat 
and  substantial  structure,  and  both'  within  and 
without  gives  evidence  of  refined  tastes  and  an 
abode  replete  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  We 
subjoin  the  genealogy  of  this  branch  of  the  Treat 
family,  which  is  a  most  important  record,  and  the 
preservation  of  which  is  one  of  the  most  forcible 
illustrations  of  the  intelligence  and  forethought  of 
the  progenitors  of  our  subject. 

Richard  Treat,  born  about  1590,  in  England,  died 
in  1-669,   in  Wethersfield,  Conn. ;   he    was   a   very 
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wealthy  and  influential  man,  and  one  of  the  pat- 
entees of  Connecticut  in  1662.  He  had  three  sons 
and  five  daughters ;  two  of  the  latter  married  pat- 
entees. His  son,  Robert  Treat,  was  born  about  1622, 
in  England,  and  died  July  12,  1710,  in  Milford, 
Conn. ;  he  was  the  greatest  of  our  Colonial  Gov- 
ernors, being  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Connecticut  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  was 
the  founder  of  Newark,  N.  J.  He  had  four  sons 
and  three  daughters.  One  son,  Capt.  Joseph  Treat, 
was  born  Sept.  17,  1662,  in  Milford,  Conn.,  and 
died  there  Aug.  9,  1721.  He  was  the  father  of 
seven  sons,  and  five  daughters.  His  son  Stephen 
was  born  Oct.  10,  1715,  in  Milford,  and  died  Nov. 
13,  1794,  in  Middletown,  Conn.;  his  family  con- 
sisted of  three  sons  and  six  daughters.  His  son, 
Stephen  Treat,  Jr.,  was  born  May  26,  1747,  in 
Middletown,  and  became  the  father  of  eight  sons 
and  seven  daughters.  The  record  of  his  death  is 
lost.  His  son,  Hosea  Treat,  w^asborn  June  8, 1781, 
in  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1818,  in 
Holland  Patent.  He  was  married,  April  4,  1802, 
to  Hannah  Bonfoey,  who  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  Obediah  Piatt.  Among  the  eight  chil- 
dren was  his  son,  Butler  Treat,  Sr.,  and  the  father 
of  our  subject.  He  was  married  to  his  second  wife, 
Anna  Euritt,  June  14,  1849,  and  to  the  third.  Mari- 
etta Yedder,  March  6,  1861. 
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^  OBERT  M.  BAILEY,  a  prominent  business 
man  and  farmer  of  Adrian  Township,  was 
^\V\  born  at  Newbury,  Vt.,  on  the  12th  of  De- 
^cember,  1826.  He  is  the  son  of  T.  H.  Bai- 
le}^,  whose  father  was  also  a  native  of  the  same 
place.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  an  itinerant 
preacher  and  his  son  gained  his  education  by  at- 
tending the  various  country  schools  in  his  father's 
circuits  and  also  a  select  school  in  Grahamtown. 
Robert  M.  Bailey  continued  to  live  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  important 
event  in  his  life  occurred  March  6,  1850,  when  he 
was  united  to  Susan,  a  daughter  of  John  Pierce, 
who  was  a  pioneer  of  Madison  Township.  Her  fa- 
ther came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day,  and  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,   but   finally   went  to  Ohio 


and  died  at  a  very  advanced  age;  his  people  lived 
in  New  England. 

Some  time  after  his  marriage  our  subject  em- 
barked in  the  grocer}^  and  provision  trade  in  the 
town  of  Adrian,  in  which  he  continued  for  twelve 
years,  when  he  sold  out  his  business  and  settled 
upon  the  property  which  his  father  had  left  and 
which  was  involved  in  debt.  By  careful  business 
management  our  subject  had  succeeded  in  accum- 
ulating some  capital,  which  he  now  used  in  rescu  - 
ing  the  home  property,  consisting  of  130  acres  of 
fine  land,  and  which  he  has  brought  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation  and  equipped  with  excellent 
farm  buildings.  The  barn  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1879,  and  in  the  following  year  Mr.  Bailey  built 
the  present  substantial  and  commodious  structure; 
the  house  was  built  many  years  ago.  Our  subject 
had  two  children  by  his  first  wife :  Amelia,  who  ig 
at  home,  and  Marcus  M.,  who  married  Miss  Dun- 
reath  Thompson,  and  has  four  children;  he  also 
lives  on  the  homestead,  and  two  of  his  children  are 
attending  the  district  school. 

Our  subject's  first  wife  having  died,  he  afterward 
married  Jane,  daughter  of  Seldon  Strong,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  black- 
smith. Mrs.  Bailey  departed  this  life  at  the  home 
place  in  1878,  and  Mr.  Bailey  was  married  a  third 
time,  to  Laura  M.  Strong,  a  cousin  of  his  second 
wife. 

Mrs.  Bailey  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  Mr.  Bailey,  politically,  is  a  strong  Pro- 
hibitionist. Since  taking  possession  of  the  home- 
stead Mr.  Baile}^  has  stocked  the  farm  with  an  ex- 
cellent grade  of  horses  and  cattle,  some  of  which 
are  among  the  finest  in  the  township.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake, progressive  citizen,  and  has  won  a  large  cir- 
cle of  friends  by  his  upright  conduct  and  straight- 
forward business  methods 

R.  GEORGE  HOWELL.  On  his  father's 
side  Mr.  Howell's  ancestors  are  of  Welsh 
descent.  Charles  Howell  came  from 
Wales  and  settled  in  New  Jersey  about 
1735,  and  his  son  David  was  born  while  on  the 
voyage,  two  days  before  they  landed  in  New  York. 
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David  was  a  friend  and  an  acquaintance  of  George 
Washington,  whom  he  frequently  entertained  at  his 
home  in  New  Jersey  during  the  Revohitionarj^ 
War.  David's  son  Joseph,  the  grandfather  of  Dr. 
Howell,  was  born  at  Bound  Brook,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  8, 
1766.  He  married  Catherine  Seabring,  Dec.  7, 
1788,  and  about  the  year  1800  he  left  New  Jersey 
and  settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  between  Lodi 
and  Ovid.  At  this  place  Dr.  Joseph  Howell,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  May  5, 
1803. 

Lutitia  Howell,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  daughter  of  Dennis  Vanduyn  and 
Anna  Covert,  and  was  of  Holland  descent.  She  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  Oct.  19,  1803.  When  six.months 
old,  her  parents  removed  from  New  Jersey  to 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  and  Joseph  Howell 
grew  up  schoolmates  and  playfellows.  They  were 
married  Nov.  5,  1826,  and  in  August,  1831,  they 
removed  from  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Terri- 
tory^ of  Michigan,  and  settled  in  what  afterward 
came  to  be  the  township  of  Macon,  Lenawee 
County. 

At  Macon,  in  a  little  log  cabin,  George  Howell 
was  born  Nov.  4,  1836,  and  grew  up  amidst  the 
scenes  and  incidents  of  pioneer  life.  Although  en- 
gaged in  all  kinds  of  farm  work,  yet  not  being  very 
strong  physically,  he  was  permitted  to  attend  the 
summer  terms  of  the  district  school  until  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  the  winter  terms  until  nineteen. 
While  at  work  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  he  became  the  possessor  of  Comstock's 
Botany,  Flint's  Surveying,  and  an  old  compass  and 
chain.  With  these  he  became  quite  proficient  in 
the  Sinnsean  System  of  Botany,  and  so  skilled  in 
the  use  of  the  compass  as  to  do  surveying  for  the 
neighborhood.  There  ran  through  the  township 
and  across  his  father's  farm  a  creek  called  the  Ma- 
con, and  as  much  of  its  course  lay  through  wood- 
lands abounding  in  game,  it  gave  an  opportunity  for 
hunting  and  trapping.  With  his  gun  and  traps,  his 
compass  and  chain,  and  his  botany  and  wild  flowers, 
in  the  quiet  stillness  of  the  woods  George  Howell 
found  greater  enjoyment  than  in  society.  When 
nineteen  years  of  age  his  father  gave  him  his  time 
and  permitted  him  to  work  the  farm  on  shares.  At 
the  end  of  two  years  he  entered  Hillsdale  College 
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and  atterfded  five  terms,  and  then  attended  one 
term  at  the  Tecumseh  High  School.  In  1860  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  in  March,  1863. 
He  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
his  native  township,  and  to  it  closely  applied  him- 
self for  nineteen  years. 

Among  Dr.  Howell's  early  schoolmates  was  Ann 
Amelia  Remington,  a  quiet,  modest,  barefoot  girl, 
with  hair  always  neatly  combed  and  tied  with  a 
ribbon,  her  pleasant  face  shaded  by  a  calico  sun- 
bonnet,  and  her  neatly  fitting  dress  covered  by  an 
apron  with  sleeves  and  with  long  wide  api'on  strings 
tied  in  a  double  bow  knot.  She  was  born  Feb.  8, 
1844,  and  was  married  to  Dr.  Howell  Jan.  7, 
1864.  There  have  been  born  to  them  three  chil- 
dren— Edith,  Veva  and  Gertrude. 

Many  are  the  little  otHces  his  townsmen  have 
given  the  Doctor.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Super- 
visor, and  re-elected  in  1883.  Among  the  measures 
he  introduced  and  advocated  while  on  the  board 
was  one  to  build  the  new  court-house.  In  1882 
he  and  James  Cook,  of  Raisin,  were  candidates  for 
nomination  in  the  first  representative  district  of 
Lenawee  County  to  the  State  Legislature.  Mr.  Cook 
was  a  very  competent  man,  and  the  contest  was  an 
exciting  one.  Dr.  Howell  received  the  nomination, 
and  at  the  November  election  ran  against  James 
Bradner,  Democrat,  and  W.  H.  More,  Prohibition- 
ist, and  was  elected  by  a. small  majorit}^  In  1884 
he  was  re-elected  to  the  House,  running  against  Hor- 
ace Holdridge,  Democrat,  and  George  Humphrey, 
Prohibitionist.  In  1886,  Hon.  M.  Carpenter  not 
desiring  a  renomination  to  the  State  Senate,  the 
nomination  was  given  to  Dr.  Howell  by  acclama- 
tion. His  opponents  were  Henry  C.  Hall,  Fusion- 
ist,  and  Cornelius  Quick,  Prohibitionist;  his  major- 
ity was  466. 

One  among  the  measures  Dr.  Howell  introduced 
while  in  the  Legislature  and  which  became  law,  was 
a  medical  bill,  the  intent  of  which  was  to  prevent 
the  further  admission  of  incompetent  persons  to 
practice  in  the  State.  Its  provisions  were  that  only 
those  coald  practice  who  had  practiced  within  the 
State  for  five  years,  those  who  were  graduates  of 
some  reputable  college,  and  those  who  were  stu- 
dents practicing  under  a  preceptor.     But  the  good 
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intent  of  Dr.  HowelPs  bill  has  been  nearly  or  quite 
defeated.  The  courts  decided,  in  the  first  instance, 
that  a  medical  society  authorized  to  grant  diplomas 
was  a  medical  college.  Then  the  medical  colleges 
and  the  practitioners  of  medicine  permitted  incom- 
petent persons  to  register  as  students  practicing 
under  them  as  preceptor,  and  these  students  have 
gone  out  and  practiced  anywhere  in  the  State,  thus 
evading  the  intent  of  the  law. 

In  September,  1886,  Dr.  Howell  removed  from 
his  native  township  to  Tecumseh,  where  he  now  re- 
sides and  practices  his  profession. 
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^^EORGE  R.  COCHRANE,  ex-County  Treas- 
(■(  <^i^  ^^^^  ^"^  formerly  Supervisor  of  Blissfield 
^^1)  Township,  is  now  numbered  among  the 
most  esteemed  citizens  of  Palmyra,  where  he  owns 
a  handsome  home  and  a  good  property  besides.  He 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  Feb.  18, 
1841,  and  as  his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  five  years  later  he  knows  no  other  home  than 
his  adopted  country. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  David  Cochrane,  also 
born  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  was  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry and  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  county 
until  1845.  He  had  been  principally  engaged  since 
seventeen  years  of  age  in  the  constabulary  of  Ire- 
land, but  his  continued  labor  and  self-sacrifice 
found  little  to  encourage  him  upon  his  native  soil. 
He  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  New 
World,  and  accordingly  in  the  year  mentioned  em- 
barked on  a  sailing-vessel  with  bis  wife  and  two 
children,  and  after  a  tedious  voyage  landed  in  New 
York  City.  Thence  he  proceeded  directly  to 
Brockport,  where  he  worked  at  shoemaking  until 
1861,  when  he  removed  to  Rochester,  and  continu- 
ing at  his  trade,  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days 
there,  his  death  occurring  in  1869. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  in  her  girlhood  Miss 
Lydia  Young,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  as 
her  husband  and  son.  She  died  in  Brockport  in 
1857,  before  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Roches- 
ter, leaving  two  children,  Lydia  A.  and  our  sub- 
ject.    The  sister  married  William  Unger,  a  chemist 


and  perfume  manufacturer  of  New  York  City, 
George  R.  received  his  early  education  at  Brock- 
port, and  after  the  death  of  his  mother  made  his 
home  with  an  uncle  in  Genesee  County,  and  com- 
pleted his  studies  at  Pembroke  Academy.  Upon 
the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  1868, 
in  Company  G,  8th  New  York  Artillery,  and  was 
on  garrison  duty  at  Baltimore  until  the  spring  of 
1864.  His  regiment  was  then  assigned  to  the  Army 
of-the  Potomac,  and  young  Cochrane  afterward 
took  part  in  the  important  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg, 
at  which  latter  place  the  conflict  raged  from  the 
16th  to  the  22d  of  June.  He  was  then  wounded 
in  the  left  arm,  and  soon  after  its  amputation,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  had  been  in  the  hospital  at  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  De- 
cember, 1864. 

Mr.  Cochrane  upon  returning  to  New  York  State 
located  upon  a  farm  near  Batavia,  and  at  the  next 
election  was  chosen  Township  Treasurer.  He 
served  his  term,  and  the  following  year  sold  off  his 
property  at  Batavia,  and  repairing  to  Rochester  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  millinery  and  fancy  goods. 
This  business,  however,  did  not  quite  meet  his  re- 
quirements, and  in  1868  he  sold  out,  and  coming  to 
this  county  engaged  at  farming  in  Palmyra  Town- 
ship. Three  years  later  he  disposed  of  this  prop- 
erty also,  and  removed  upon  a  farm  near  Blissfield, 
where  he  continued  until  1878.  Afterward  his 
residence  for  four  years  was  in  the  city  of  Adrian, 
and  he  then  purchased  another  farm  near  Blissfield, 
the  operations  of  which  he  superintended  and  upon 
which  he  lived  until  1885.  From  there  he  removed 
to  his  present  farm  on  section  23,  Palmyra  Town- 
ship. Although  not  able  to  do  much  manual  labor 
he  has  possessed  in  a  marked  manner  the  ability  to 
superintend,  and  his  operations  have  been  uniformly 
successful.  He  has  a  neat  set  of  frame  buildings 
and  the  premises  are  supplied  with  all  the  improved 
machinery  required  by  the  modern  agriculturist. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Bessie  M. 
Chittenden  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Bethany,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  29,  1865.  Mrs.  Cochrane 
was  born  at  Bethany,  Genesee  County,  Aug.  3, 
1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Jesse  B.  and  Mary 
(Eastland)  Chittenden,  natives  of  Caj^uga  County, 
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N.  Y.,  and  Mrs.  Chittenden  is  residing  in  Palmyra 
but  her  husband  died  in  1875.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coch- 
rane after  their  marriage  commenced  life  together 
at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  in  due  time  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children:  Lilly,  who  was  born  in 
1869;  William,  in  1871,  and  George,  in  1877;  they 
all  reside  at  home  with  their  parents.  Our  subject 
politically  is  an  active  Republican,  and  he  and  his 
estimable  lady  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Cochrane  served  six  consecutive  years  as 
Treasurer  of  Blissfield  Township,  and  then  the  law 
was  changed  so  that  no  County  or  Township  Treas- 
urer should  hold  office  more  than  two  terms.  He  was 
then,  in  1878,  elected  County  Treasurer,  and  served 
the  two  terms  allowed,  and  upon  his  return  to  Bliss- 
field,  at  the  next  election  he  was  chosen  Supervisor. 
These  procedures  on  the  part  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men are  sufficient  evidence  of  the  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  his  community. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent  business  capacity, 
self-educated,  and  a  keen  observer  of  what  is  going 
on  around  him  in  the  world.  Although  quiet  and 
unostentatious  in  his  manner,  his  influence  has  been 
of  no  small  moment  in  the  furtherance  of  those  en- 
terprises calculated  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
people  and  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
the  institutions  calculated  to  build  up  this  part  of 
the  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Grange, 
at  Palmyra. 


\f/       ORENTUS  S.  CALKINS,   one  of   the  pio- 

Territory  of  Michigan,  planted 

his  stakes  in  Palmyra  Township  as  early  as 


I 

I   (©)  neers  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  planted 

1841.  This  fact  at  once  indicates  him  as  a  man  of 
courage  and  enterprise,  and  he  has  been  distin- 
guished for  these  traits  of  character  for  a  period  of 
over  fifty  years.  He  is  quiet  and  unassuming  in 
demeanor,  but  stored  up  in  his  active  brain  is  a  large 
fund  of  useful  information,  which,  coupled  with  a 
long  experience,  has  assisted  to  perfect  his  judgment 
and  make  his  life  one  worthy  of  imitation.  He  has 
been  largely  identified  with  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  Southern  Michigan,  and *is  justly  de- 
serving of  the  credit  which  attaches  to  his  name  as 


one  of  its  most  valued  citizens.  His  early  advan- 
tages were  somewhat  limited  but  he  has  made  the 
most  of  his  opportunities  in  life,  and  has  learned 
from  experience  that  which  could  scarcely  have 
been  taught  him  in  a  school  whose  rules  were  laid 
down  by  others. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  23,  1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Jared  and  Sus- 
anna (Austin)  Calkins,  natives  of  Rutland,  Vt. 
The  earlj^  life  of  elared  Calkins  was  spent  under 
adverse  circumstances,  he  having  been  deprived  of 
the  affectionate'care  of  his  mother  when  a  lad  five 
years  of  age,  and  was  afterward  bound  out  to  learn 
the  trades'of  a  tanner,  currier  and  shoemaker.  After 
becoming  [master  of  these  he  ran  away  from  his 
stern  employer,  and  going  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  on  a 
bay  of  Lake  Ontario,  in  Jefferson  County,  N.,  Y., 
pursued  his  trade  until  reaching  his  majority. 
Time,  which  smoothes  down  all  rugged  places  and 
influences,  had  changed  his  feelings  somewhat 
toward  his  former  employer,  and  he  now  returned 
to  his  old  haunts  and  resumed  his  labors  with  the 
gentleman  from  whom  he  had  learned  his  trade. 
He  continued  there  and  in  Cayuga  County  until 
about  1814,  then  removed  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
and  in  the  town  of  Macedon  pursued  his  chosen 
vocation  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  lady 
who  afterward  shared  his  fortunes  in  life. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Calkins  became  a  resident  of 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  emigrated  in 
July,  1836,  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  resolved 
on  making  it  his  permanent  home.  He  entered  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Rives  Township,  Jackson 
County,  and  then  returned  to  New  York  State  for 
his  family.  Circumstances  afterward  induced  him, 
upon  his  re- entrance  into  Michigan,  to  rent  a  tract 
of  land  in  Raisin  Township,  this  countj^  and  he 
afterward  invested  his  surplus  cash  in  a  tract  of 
timber  land  on  section  10,  in  Palmyra  Township. 
Flere  he  put  up  a  log  house  into  which  he  removed 
his  family  and  began  to  fell  the  trees  around  it  and 
propare  the  soil  for  cultivation.  This  continued  his 
home  until  he  retired  from  active  labor  and  took  up 
his  abode  with  his  son,  A.  B.,  near  Petersburg,  where 
his  death  took  place  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  six  years,  and 
died    in   Monroe   County.      The   maternal   grand 
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father  of  our  subject,  William  Austin  by  name, 
served  with  two  of  his  sons  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and 
was  quite  young  when  his  father  secured  fifty  acres 
of  timber  land  in  Genesee  County,  which  was  a 
part  of  the  Holland  Purchase.  Lorentus  made 
himself  useful  at  an  early  age,  being  but  twelve 
3'ears  old  when  he  commenced  felling  the  trees  and 
otherwise  assisting  his  father  in  clearing  the  farm, 
and  he  was  thus  employed  until  reaching  his  majority. 
He  started  out  for  himself  in  life  without  other  cap- 
ital than  his  courageous  spirit  and  willing  hands, 
and  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  at  $12  per  month. 
The  following  year  he  received  |1  additional, 
and  was  thus  occupied  in  New  York  State  until 
1836.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married  and 
now,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  emigrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  and 
located  in  Jackson  County,  where  he  worked  as  a 
carpenter  for  five  years,  in  the  meantime  making  it 
a  point  to  live  within  his  income  and  save  what  he 
could  of  his  slender  earnings.  His  first  purchase  in 
this  county  was  seven  acres  of  land  on  section  10, 
of  Palmyra  Township,  at  $7.50  per  acre.  He  hired 
men  to  clear  his  land  while  he  continued  at  his  trade, 
and  in  due  time  increased  the  amount  of  his  real- 
estate  by  the  purchase  of  fourteen  acres  more  on  the 
same  section.  He  erected  a  modest  frame  dwelling 
which  constituted  a  shelter  for  his  family  until  the 
advent  of  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  induced 
him  to  sell  out,  and  he  purchased  the  land  included 
in  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  eighty  acres,  only 
ten  of  which  were  cleared.  He  has  now  cleared  the 
entire  tract  and  erected  a  good  set  of  frame  build- 
ings. He  worked  at  his  trade  two  years  after  tak- 
ing possession  of  his  property,  and  then  gave  his 
attention  mostly  to  his  farm  until  he  retired  from 
active  life. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  who  became  the  sharer 
of  his  fortunes  in  April,  1836,  was  formerly  Miss 
Sophia  Hollister,  a  native  of  p]lba,  Genesee  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Amazi  and  Mollie  Hol- 
lister, natives  respectively  of  England  and  Hol- 
land. Mrs.  Calkins  was  born  in  181 6,  and  after  be- 
coming the  mother  of  ten  children,  died  at  her  home 
in  Palm^a^a  Township, Oct.  13, 1882.    Of  their  chil- 
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dren  the  record  is  as  follows :  Ann  is  the  wife  of 
George  Jones,  and  a  resident  of  Palmyra,  Lenawee 
County ;  p]liza  married  W.  D.  Archer,  and  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Palmyra  Township; Harrison  married Phebe 
W^alters;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  Clarence  E.  Judson, 
and  Willard,  are  also  residents  of  Palmyra  Town- 
ship, while  Filura  remains  at  home  with  her  father. 
Those  deceased  were  named  respectively,  George 
L.,  David,  Samuel  L.  and  Nancy  J. 

Mr.  Calkins  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends,  with  which  the  wife  remained  con- 
nected until  her  death,  and  to  which  faith  our  sub- 
ject still  adheres.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Martin  Van  Buren  and  voted  for  Lincoln  in 
1860,  and  clings  stoutly  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party. 

0^~^  HARLES  G.  BIRD  is  one  of  the  oldest  citi- 
zens of  Lenawee  County,  as  he  came  here  in 
,     1831  with  his  parents  when  a  child,  and  lived 

with  them  in  Adrian  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
Windsor,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  the  30th  of  August, 
1820,  was  the  date  of  his  birth.  His  father,  Ben- 
jamin Bird,  it  is  thought  was  also  a  native  of  that 
county  and  there  resided,  engaging  in  his  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
the  prime  of  his  life  in  1825.  His  father,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  farmer,  and  spent 
his  last  years  in  that  county.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Maria  Merchant. 
She  married  her  second  husband,  William  Moore, 
in  1830. 

In  October,  1831,  the  family  started  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  via  the  Erie  Canal,  Lake  Erie 
and  Detroit  River,  to  Detroit,  where  Mr.  Moore 
hired  two  teams  to  take  the  family  to  Adrian.  That 
city  w^as  then  in  the  first  stages  of  its  existence, 
containing  only  three  frame  buildings  and  about  a 
dozen  log  houses,  and  the  county  seat  was  then  at 
Tecumseh.  Mr.  Moore  had  previously  visited  the 
county  and  had  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  four 
miles  west  of  the  court-housfe,  and  one-half  mile 
north  of  the  plank  road.  There  were  no  buildings 
on  his  land,  and  the  family  lived  in  the  house  of  a 
neighbor  until  Mr.  Moore  had  cut  away  the  trees, 
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and  built  a  log  house  on  the  cleared  space  for  their 
shelter,  into  which  they  moved  in  the  fall  of  the 
year.  Mr.  Moore  cleared  and  improved  a  good 
farm,  on  which  he  made  his  home  for  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  then  sold  out  in  1881  or  1882,  and 
moved  into  the  city  of  Adrian,  where  he  is  still 
living  at  a  good  old  age,  being  in  his  ninety-first 
year.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  March  10, 
1874;  she  was  a  woman  endowed  with  much  vigor 
of  character,  and  with  her  husband  occupied  a  con- 
spicuous place  among  the  pioneers  of  this  county. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  primitive  pioneer  school  of  the 
time.  The  first  school  he  attended  was  three  miles 
west  of  Adrian,  in  a  log  cabin  built  for  that  pur- 
pose, with  a  chimney  of  earth  and  sticks  and  a 
large  fireplace  to  heat  the  room.  Many  a  time  on 
his  way  to  that  humble  institution  of  learning  has 
a  deer  or  some  other  wild  animal  crossed  his  path. 
His  father  was  an  expert  hunter,  and  kept  their 
table  supplied  with  venison,  wild  turkey  and  other 
game,  which  the  mother  cooked  before  the  old- 
fashioned  fireplace.  His  father  raised  flax  and 
wool,  from  which  his  thrifty  mother  spun  and  wove 
the  cloth  out  of  which  she  fashioned  his  garments. 
Our  subject  assisted  in  the  management  of  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  when  he 
went  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  a  house  painter,  living  there  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  then  returned  to  Michigan  and  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Adrian  until  1846,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  Hudson,  and  has  here  pursued  his  calling  very 
successfully  ever  since.  In  1848  he  bought  a  house 
lot,  pleasantly  located  on  the  corner  of  Church  and 
Pleasant  streets,  and  has  since  built  his  present  neat 
and  comfortable  residence. 

December  30,  1847,  Mr.  Bird  married  Miss  Mary 
A.  Hood,  who  was  born  in  Waterford,  Erie  Co., 
Pa.,  May  28,  1825,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Hood,  who  was  born  in  1789,  in  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.  His  father,  John  Hood,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of 
one  of  the  Eastern  States,  who  became  a  pioneer  of 
Seneca  County,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land 
and  cleared  a  farm.  He  was,  however,  unfortunate 
and  lost  his  farm,  after  which  he  made  his  home  with 
his  children.     Mrs.  Hood's  father  was  reared  in  his 


native  county,  and  when  twenty-two  years  of  age 
he  went  to  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  there  married 
Olive  Hall,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Harvey  and 
Sarah  (Hull)  Hall,  and  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
Dec.  29,  1803.  Mr.  Hood  bought  a  farm  and  fal- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  Erie  County 
until  1833,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  with  his 
family  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  what  is  now  Rome 
Township,  containing  a  log  barn  and  also  a  house, 
in  which  the  family  lived  for  a  year.  Mr.  Hood 
then  removed  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Adrian 
Township,  and  bought  a  partially  improved  farm,  on 
which  they  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  until  his 
removal  to  Hudson,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1878,  in  the' month  of  April.  His  widow  now 
resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Bird. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bird  have  three  children — Martin 
A.,  Charles  H.  and  John  H. — and  are  held  in  high 
estimation  by  all  who  know  them  as  genial,  whole- 
souled  people,  whose  daily  lives  are  guided  by 
the  highest  principles  of  rectitude.  Mr.  Bird  takes 
an  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  public  affiars. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  later  became  a 
member  of  the  Free-Soil  party,  but  on  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks, 
and  has  since  been  a  faithful  follower,  sustaining 
its  measures  at  the  polls  whenever  opportunity 
offers.  In  religious  views  Mr.  Bird  is  extremely 
liberal,  holding  to  good  deeds  rather  than  mean- 
ingless creeds  for  his  salvation. 


MITHBRIGGS.  This  gentleman,  widely 
and  favorably  known  throughout  Lenawee 
County,  is  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  coming  here  with  his  parents  in 
1833,  when  a  lad  eight  years  of  age.  He  was  born 
in  Sempronius,  now  Moravia,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  22,  1825.  The  family  settled  in  Hillsdale 
County,  where  the  father,  John  Briggs,  took  up  a 
tract  of  Government  land  and  resided  a  few  years, 
then  sold  out,  and  taking  up  his  residence  in  Wood- 
stock, this  county,  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

John  Briggs  was  a  native  of  the   Empire   State, 
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and  was  born  near  the  town  of  Easton^  Washing- 
ton County,  in  1782.  In  early  life  he  learned  the 
hatter's  trade,  which  he  followed  until  after  his  mar- 
riage, and  then  engaged  in  the  more  congenial  pur- 
suits of  farm  life.  He  was  wedded  in  Stillwater, 
N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Triphena  St  John,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Mrs.  Triphena  Briggs  was  born  in  Still- 
water, and  died  in  Woodstock  Township,  this 
county. 

Our  subject  left  the  parental  roof  when  eleven 
years  of  age,  and  going  to  Tecumseh  engaged  with 
Gen.  J.  W.  Brown,  as  a  stage-driver.  His  first 
route  was  between  Tecumseh  and  Adrian,  the  stage 
being  a  two-horse  conveyance,  of  which  the  boy 
had  sole  charge,  and  delivered  the  mail  safely  for 
about  six  months.  He  was  then  promoted  to  four- 
horse  coachman,  his  route  now  lying  along  the  road 
from  Tecumseh  to  Springville,  and  he  was  thus  oc- 
cupied about  four  years.  Mr.  Briggs  being  in 
favor  with  Gen.  Brown,  during  the  Toledo  War  ac- 
companied him  through  the  entire  campaign,  being 
furnished  with  a  good  horse,  and  otherwise  well 
provided  for.  In  the  spring  of  1839  he  abandoned 
stage  driving  and  going  to  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  learned 
the  iron  molder's  trade  and  how  to  forge  scythes 
and  hoes,  which  he  followed  for  about  three  years. 
After  being  in  charge  of  an  iron  foundry  at  Seneca 
for  a  year,  he  subsequently,  in  company  with  a 
partner,  purchased  a  plant  and  engaged  largely  in 
the  manufacture  of  pumps.  From  there,  in  1 845,  he 
removed  to  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  the  following  spring 
became  connected  with  the  Champlain  Transporta- 
tion Company,  then  operating  a  line  of  steamers 
from  Whitehall  to  St.  John's,  Canada.  His  next 
location  was  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  made 
general  agent  for  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  in  1866  became  connected  with  the 
Swift*Sure  line  of  steamboats  and  barges  between 
Albany  and  New  York  City.  This  was  one  of  the 
most  important  transportation  lines  on  the  river, 
and  had  at  its  head  Erastus  Corning,  Samuel 
Schuyler  and  Smith  Briggs. 

Mr.    Briggs  remained   with   this  company  until 
1873,  and   was  identified    with   the    Albany   Car 
Wheel   Company  until   1877,   when  he    came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Jackson.     In  the  mean- 
^ ^ 


time,  while  connected  with  the  Transportation  Com- 
pany, he  had  been  Jlargely  interested  in  the  build- 
ing of  several  fine  vessels  which  plied  upon  the 
Great  Lakes. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
of^the  Watervliet  Turnpike  and  Railroad  Company, 
operating  between  Albany  and  Troy,  and  was  for 
several  years  its  President,  resigning  in  1877,  to 
come  to  the  West.  He  still  owns  his  original  stock 
in  the  road  besides  valuable  property  in  Albany. 
His  transactions  in  this  county  have  mostly  em- 
braced agricultural  pursuits,  especially  stock-farm- 
ing, in  which  he  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation. 
He  has  360  acres  of  valuable  land,  on  which  he 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  thoroughbred  Hamble- 
tonian  horses  for  breeding  purposes,  and  exhibits 
some  of  the  finest  animals  in  Southern  Michigan. 
His  fame  in  this  line  has  spread  throughout  the 
Northwest,  and  his  operations  extend  through  both 
the  Eastern  and  ^Vestern  States.  He  also  raises  ex- 
cellent grades  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
for  the  care  and  comfort  of  these  has  all  the  build- 
ings and  conveniences  necessary. 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Briggs  has  attained  to  his  pres- 
ent position  by  his  own  unaided  efforts  tends  to 
make  his  career  more  than  ordinarily  interesting. 
His  early  education  was  extremely  limited,  being 
confined  to  a  few  days'  schooling,  but  his  intelli- 
gence and  forethought  enabled  him  to  make  the 
most  of  his  opportunites,  and  there  are  few  men 
better  read  or  better  informed.  In  all  the  essen- 
tials of  the  self-made  man  he  has  proved  himself 
equal  to  the  best.  He  takes  no  part  in  politics,  and 
has  been  no  office-seeker,  simply  consenting  to 
serve  as  School  Director  in  his  district.  He  has  his 
own  views,  however,  upon  political  matters,  and 
is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  united  in  marriage  with  the  lady 
of  his  early  choice,  Miss  Laura  Jones,  in  April, 
1842,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Briggs  was  born 
in  Onondaga,  that  State,  May  8,  1829,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lucy  (Gunn)  Jones. 
Thomas  Jones,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  was 
born  Nov.  15,  1776,  and  was  a  well-educated  man, 
following  the  profession  of  a  teacher  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  and  dying  on  the  17th   of  March. 
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1860.  His  wife,  Lucy,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
State  as  her  husband,  and  was  born  Dec.  25,  1776, 
the  same  year  of  his  birth.  She  survived  her  hus- 
band some  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject in  Albany,  in  March,  1864.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living. 
Thomas  Jones  was  of  English  descent,  the  family 
being  first  represented  in  this  country  at  an  early 
period  in  its  history.  They  settled  in  New  En- 
o-land  and  from  there  probably  scattered  south  and 
west.  They  were  characterized  for  their  piety,  and 
many  of  them  were  active  and  prominent  in  church 
work. 

To  Smith  and  Laura  Briggs  there  were  born  four 
children,  of  whom  but  three  are  living:  Laura  Jose- 
phine was  born  in  New  York,  Oct.  21,  1844,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  A.  Hoyt,  of  Butte  City, 
Mont,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a  mining  engi- 
neer; they  have  two  boys.  Francis  E.  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Vt.,  March  14,  1847,  and  makes  his 
home  with  his  father ;  Mary  W.  was  born  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  12,  1859,  and  died  April  12  following; 
Grace  E.  was  born  in  Albany,  Jan.  11, 1866,  and  is 
at  home.  The  children  all  enjoy  the  advantages  of 
a  first-class  education,  and  Miss  Grace  is  a  musician 
of  rare  merit,  being  an  expert  as  a  performer  on 
the  violin,  w^hile  there  are  few  instruments  which 
she  does  not  handle  readily.  Mrs.  Laura  Briggs, 
the  mother  of  these  children,  departed  this  life  in 
Jackson,  this  State,  Aug.  14,  1880. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
and  Mary  Briggs,  were  both  born  in  April,  1706. 
They  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends  and 
inherited  the  reliable  and  substantial  traits  of  an 
excellent  ancestry ;  they  passed  away  at  a  ripe  old 
age. 

fILLIAM  H.  BROOKS,  an  intelligent  farmer 
of  Woodstock  Township,  is  a   native  of 
New  York,  having  been  born  in  Delaware 
County,  April  14,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Merchant 
and  Mary  (Every)  Brooks,  a  sketch  of   whom   is 
given  elsewhere  in  this  volume.     William   Brooks 
remained  at. home  with  his  parents   attending   the 
district    school,    and    assisting    in    the    necessary 
^f     farm  labor  until  his  marriage.     On  the  4th  day  of 
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July,  1856,  he  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Deborah  Dean, 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  June 
26,  1837. 

Mrs.  Brooks  is  the  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Polly 
(Every)  Dean,  the  former  a  native  of  the  Empire- 
State,  where  he  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  in 
1804.  In  1 848  he  came  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich., 
locating  in  Woodstock  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  school  land,  which  he  cleared 
and  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  tillage.  There  he  made 
his  residence  until  1869,  when  he  was  compelled  by 
ill-health  to  dispose  of  his  property,  and  found  a 
purchaser  in  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Brooks.  Mr. 
Dean  then  removed  to  the  village  and  took  up  his 
abode.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  average  abil- 
ity, and  of  considerable  literary  attainments,  a 
great  reader,  a  shrewd  analyzer  and  a  deep  thinker. 
He  w^as  an  encyclopedia  of  all  useful  knowledge  to 
the  people  among  whom  he  lived ;  the  history  of 
the  country  he  knew  by  heart,  and  his  memory  for 
dates  and  events  was  prodigious.  Kind  and  gentle 
in  his  manner,  and  smooth  in  spcech,.he  was  greatly 
beloved  by  all  his  neighbors.  In  politics  he  affili- 
ated with  the  Republican  party,  but  it  is  said  of 
him  that  his  opponents  were  often  his  warmest 
friends.  Being  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  sire,  his 
patriotism  was  part  of  his  nature.  His  demise 
occurred  in  Woodstock  Township  in  1878,  w^hen  he 
had  reached  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His 
loss  to  the  community  w^as  deeply  felt,  and  the 
bereaved  family  had  the  hearty  sympathy  of  the 
entire  neighborhood.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native 
of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in  1808,  and 
was  the  mother  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  and  residents  of  the  great  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Brooks  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  as  follows:  Merchant  D.  was  born 
March  27,  1856,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emma  Nicholson,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren ;  he  is  a  farmer  in  this  State.  Stella  I.  was 
born  Oct.  4,  1858,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Percy 
Kelley,  a  farmer  in  Woodstock  Township,  and  the 
parent  of  one  child;  Hopkins  was  born  June  2, 
1863,  married  Clara  Kelley,  and  is  farming  in  this 
township.  Shirley  was  born  July  29,  1872,  and 
died  Dec.  11,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seven  years  and 
four  months.      The  last-named  little  girl  was  re- 
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markable  for  her  musical  talent,  which  even  at  so 
young  an  age  had  commenced  to  develop,  and  her 
friends  are  persuaded  from  her  having  picked  up 
without  any  assistance  the  rudiments  of  the  art,  that 
she  would  have  made  a  record  of  considerable  note 
had  she  been  spared. 

Mr.  Brooks  has  always  closely  applied  himself  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  having  no  time  to  spare, 
nor  inclination  for  the  responsibilities  of  political 
office.  He  is  a  Democrat  of  the  Jackson  school, 
and  is  always  prepared  to  fulfill  his  duties  as  a 
patriotic  citizen.  His  wife,  a  most  estimable 
woman,  inherits  the  taste  and  ability  of  her  father, 
and  occupies  a  very  prominent  position  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  township  of  Woodstock.  She  was  ap- 
pointed Postmistress  under  the  present  administra- 
tion Jan.  1,  1887,  and  has  continued  to  fulfill  the 
duties  of  that  office  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  a  warm-hearted  and  consistent  Christian 
woman,  and  an  active  worker  in  church  and  Sunday- 
school  work,  and  has  been  so  for  a  number  of  years. 


ISAAC  B.  KELLOGG  was  born  in  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  July  26,  1847,  and  inherited  from  a 
_j  sturdy  New  England  ancestry  that  independ- 
ent and  self -reliable  character  to  which  his  success 
is  mainly  attributable.  His  ancestors  had  their 
honie  in  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Housatonic 
River,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  not  far  from  the 
Massachusetts  line.  His  grandfather,  Josejph  Kel- 
logg, was  a  farmer,  who  married  Martha  Bebee,  and 
they  passed  their  entire  lives  in  Canaan,  Litchfield 
County,  where,  on  the  old  Kellogg  homestead,  their 
son  Harvey,  the  father  of  Isaac  B.,  was  born.  In 
that  New  England  home,  as  he  grew  to  a  vigorous 
manhood,  he  was  trained  to  all  the  labors  of  a 
farmer,  and  in  the  year  1836  he  married  Miss  Bet- 
sey Kellog,  also  a  native  of  Canaan. 

After  their  marriage  Harvey  and  Betsey  Kellogg 
tarried  awhile  longer  in  the  town  of  their  birth, 
but  in  the  year  1838  they  set  forth  to  make  for 
themselves  a  new  home  in  what  was  to  them  the 
"great  West.'*  They  settled  in  Adams  Township, 
Lucas    Co.,   Ohio,  where    Mr.  Kellogg   bought  a 


tract  of  timber  land,  and  first  built  a  log  house 
for  their  home,  which  subsequently  gave  place  to  a 
more  commodious  frame  house.  He  now  has  a 
fine  farm  of  160  acres,  well  improved,  containing 
a  substantial  brick  house,  a  frame  barn,  and  other 
buildings.  He  and  his  good  wife  still  reside  on 
this  farm,  which  their  toil  has  reclaimed  from  the 
wilderness,  and  now,  as  the  shadows  of  life  are 
lengthening,  they  can  spend  their  declining  years  in 
comfort  and  plenty.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them,  of  whom  but  two  are  living:  Joseph  G.,  the 
eldest,  who  resides  on  the  homestead,  and  Isaac  B., 
the  subject  of  our  sketch ;  the  other  children  died 
young. 

Our  subject  passed  the  years  of  his  boyhood  in 
the  home  of  his  birth,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm.  His  parents,  true  to  their  New  England 
origin  and  principles,  gave  their  sons  the  benefits 
of  a  good  education,  and  our  subject,  after  he  had 
gained  the  rudiments  of  an  education  at  the  dis- 
trict school,  learning  all  that  could  be  taught  there, 
was  sent,  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  to  the 
Central  Ohio  Conference  Seminary.  When  his  edu- 
cation was  completed  by  a  course  of  study  at  that 
excellent  institution,  he  returned  home,  and  act- 
ively engaged  in  farm  labor  for  his  father  until 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1872,  to  Miss  Adelma  Hill.  Adelma 
Hill,  a  native  of  Adams  Township,  obtained  a 
thorough  education  at  the  Central  Ohio  Confer- 
ence Seminary,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a 
successful  teacher  in  the  district  schools  of  Lucas 
County.  Mrs.  Kellogg  personally  superintends  the 
education  of  her  children,  depending  but  little  on 
the  ever-changing  teachers  of  our  district  schools 
of  to-day,  and  her  greatest  regret  of  the  past  is 
that  she  didn't  spend  more  time  and  money 
on  her  own  education,  thus  better  fitting  her- 
self as  a  mother  and  teacher  of  her  children. 
Grandfather  Hill,  a  native  of  England,  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Wood  County,  Ohio,  and  there  died. 
In  1846  Mrs.  K.'s  father,  James  Willison  Hill,married 
Martha  Lewis,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  daughter 
of  Ephraim  Lewis.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
removed  to  Lucas  County,  and  settled  in  the  woods, 
in  what  is  now  Adams  Township,  where  Adelma 
Hill   was  born,  and  lived  till  her  marriage  with 
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I.  B.  Kellogg.  Her  father,  James  Willison  Hill, 
died  July  14,  1858.  Her  mother  is  still  living  on 
the  homestead. 

After  his  marriage  Isaac  B.  and  his  brother 
rented  their  father's  farm  on  shares  until  the  year 
1875,  when  our  subject  came  to  this  State  and  set- 
tled in  Riga  Township,  on  the  farm  he  still  occu- 
pies, his  father  having  bought  the  land  several 
years  previously.  There  were  four  acres  of  the 
land  cleared,  but  there  were  no  buildings  on  it, 
and  he  at  once  set  about  erecting  the  needed  shel- 
ter, and  actively  engaged  in  clearing  and  tilling  his 
soil.  He  now  has  forty  acres  of  his  land  cleared 
and  well  tilled,  and  has  a  comfortable  dwelling,  a 
good  barn  and  other  necessary  frame  buildings. 
Mr.  Kellogg  pays  much  attention  to  the  cultivation 
of  grain,  to  which  his  soil  is  well  adapted,  while  he 
is  also  much  interested  in  the  rearing  of  stock,  and 
has  had  much  success  in  that  line. 

The  wedded  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellogg  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children — Eugene, 
Howard  D.,  Bessie,  Waldo  B.,  Charles  and  Hazel 
Dell.  With  the  joys  of  parentage,  they  have  suf- 
fered its  sorrows  in  the  death  of  their  first-born, 
Eugene,  at  the  age  of  four  months;  and  Charles, 
their  fifth  child,  at  the  age  of  one  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellogg  are  highly  respected  in  this 
community  as  people  whose  daily  lives  are  guided 
by  high  moral  principles,  and  are  esteemed  members 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Mr.  Kellogg, 
believing  in  the  divine  right  of  everyone  to  his 
own  opinions,  is  an  Independent  in  politics,  and 
works  for  the  good  of  his  country,  rather  than  for 
the  interests  of  party.  He  is  much  interested  in 
whatever  promotes  the  welfare  of  the  town,  and  is 
doing  efficient  service  during  his  second  term  as 
Drain  Commissioner. 
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,  OBERT  L.  ROGERS.    One  of  the  most  act- 
ive and  successful  general  farmers  of  Cam- 
bridge Township    is  the  gentleman   whose 
^name  heads  this  article.      On  section  24  he 
has  a  fine  farm  of  280  acres,  all  in   one  tract,  and 
well  under  cultivation,  and   he  has  erected   tlicreon 
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a  fine  residence  and  neat  farm  buildings.  Mr.  Rogers 
is  a  native  of  the  township  of  Pultney,  Steuben 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  Feb.  3,  1831.  He  is  the 
son  of  Ira  Rogers,  a  native  of  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  who  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  following 
that  calling  for  about  fifteen  years  of  his  life.  In 
early  life  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nancy 
Tomer,  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  of  German 
ancestry.  Ira  Rogers'  parents  were  of  New  En- 
gland birth,  his  father,  Clark  Rogers,  having  been 
born  in  that  division  of  the  United  States,  as  was 
also  Rebecca  (Babcock)  Rogers,  his  wife,  who  came 
of  English  parentage;  both  of  these  died  in  New 
York. 

After  Ira  Rogers  had  grown  to  manhood  he  pur- 
sued his  trade  in  Steuben  County  for  a  short  time, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  wife  and  four 
children — Rebecca,  Robert  L.,  Adelsa  and  William 
C.  They  came  across  the  lake  to  Toledo,  and 
thence  by  team  across  the  country  to  Cambridge 
Township,  where  he  located  on  a  farm  on  section 
35,  in  May,  1837.  Here  he  made  his  home,  im- 
proving the  land  which  was  in  a  comparatively  wild 
state  when  it  came  into  his  hands,  until  he  brought 
it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1869  he  re- 
moved to  Rome  Township,  where  he  purchased  110 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  resided  until  called 
from  this  world  by  death,  Oct.  23,  1886.  He  was. 
one  of  those  men,  so  rarely  found,  who  were  reared 
under  the  beneficent  influence  of  schools  and  relig- 
ious institutions,  and  were  equipped  to  go  forth  and 
open  up  new  empires  without  loss  of  self-respect. 
He  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him,  and 
was  accounted  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  the 
county,  while  his  honesty  and  reliability  were  al- 
most proverbial.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  held  nearly  all  the  oflSces  of  the  township,  from 
that  of  Supervisor  down.  His  wife  died  in  1847,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  leaving  four  children 
in  addition  to  those  named,  viz. :  John  A.,  who  was 
Captain  of  Company  K,  12th  Tennessee  Infantry, 
during  the  late  war,  and  was  killed  by  the  guer- 
rillas, June  14, 1864;  and  Wesley,  Emily  and  Joel. 
After  his  wife's  death  Mr.  Rogers  married  her  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Clarissa  Ross,  who  had  a  family  of  eight 
children  by  a  former  marriage,  but  who  died  some 
time  subsequently.      For  a  third  time  Mr.  Rogers 
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entered  the  married  state,  this  time  with  Delilah 
(Gullick)  Hathaway,  who  still  survives. 

Robert  L.  Rogers  was  reared  at  home,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  which  at  that 
time  were  sparsely  planted  in  this  country.  Ap- 
proaching the  age  of  manhood  he  took  up  the  trade 
of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for  some  fifteen 
years,  two  of  which,  1856  and  1857,  were  spent  in 
Marshall  County,  Iowa.  While  engaged  in  that 
trade  in  this  c^ounty,  he  established  his  business  in 
Springville,  but  in  1867  he  took  up  the  business  of 
farming,  which  he  has  since  followed.  Following 
the  footsteps  of  his  noble  father,  he  is  continuing 
to  add  to  the  improvement  of  his  place,  and  has  it 
now  in  fine  condition  and  well  stocked  with  numer- 
ous high-grade  animals. 

Robert  L.  Rogers  and  Miss  Susan  Rogers  were 
married,  Sept.  28,  1853,  in  Erie  County,  Pa. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susanna  (Brown) 
Rogers,  natives  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  re- 
spectively, who  had  been  married  while  residents  of 
the  Empire  State,  but  shortly  after  removed  to  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  and  located  on  Government  land, 
in  1832,  in  Elk  Creek  Township.  There  they  died, 
the  father  March  19,  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years,  and  the  mother,  Feb.  19,  1876,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three. 

Mrs.  Robert  Rogers  was  the  youngest  of  five  chil- 
dren, the  other  four  of  whom  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Nathan  C.  married  Sylvia  Davis,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Albion,  Erie  Co.,  Pa. ;  Lucy  died  in  in- 
fancy; Ira  is  also  deceased,  while  Reuben  married 
Polly  Spaulding,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Venango 
County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Rogers  was  born  in  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  Sept.  1,  1833,  and  was  reared  at  home,  receiving 
her  education  in  the  district  schools  of  her  native 
State.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Mary  F.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  H.  Smith,  the 
popular  cashier  of  O.  P.  Bills'  Bank,  at  Tecumseh, 
and  has  two  children — William  Laverne  and  Lena  F. ; 
J.  Ira  married  Miss  Carrie  E.  Lee,  and  is  now  oper- 
ating part  of  the  homestead,  and  is  the  father  of 
two  children  (twins),  Lelia  Fay  and  Leda  May; 
Burt  E.  married  Cora  Van  Sickles,  and  is  a  resident 
of  one  of  his  father's  farms  in  this  township;  Win- 
nie I.  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  S.  Werring,  a  resident 
of  Tecumseh,  while  Cecil  E.  is  at  home. 


In  politics  Mr.  Rogers  owes  fealty  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  quite  an  influential  factor  in 
local  circles.  He  has  held  almost  all  the  offices  in  the 
township,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  his  neigh-, 
bors.  He  is  favored  with  a  good  physical  constitu- 
tion, and  combines  strictness  of  moral  principles 
with  energy  and  decision  of  character.  Orthodox 
in  religious  views,  benevolent  and  kind,  a  good 
neighbor,  a  kind  father  and  husband,  he  is  entitled 
to,  and  possesses  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and 
a  larsfe  circle  of  friends. 


ILLIAM  M.  CORBET,  one  of  the  most 
'Ij  popular  men  of  Blissfield  Township,  as  has 
i  been  evidenced  upon  several  occasions,  par- 
ticularly in  his  election  to  the  office  of  Supervisor 
by  the  people,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  was  in  the  minority  in 
the  township  by  at  least  100  votes,  was  born  in  Villa- 
nova,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of  May, 
1826.  His  father,  Zibra  Corbet,  was  bona  in  New 
York,  in  1785,  where  he  was  brought  up  a  farmer, 
and  lived  in  Chautauqua  County  until  1830,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan,  and  arrived  at  Detroit 
on  the  4th  of  July,  on  a  schooner  after  a  week's  sail 
from  Buffalo.  At  Detroit  he  secured  ox-teams  and 
removed  his  family  to  Adrian,  arriving  there  about 
the  middle  of  the  month.  He  at  once  located 
eighty  acres  of  land  near  the  village  of  Adrian, 
and  did  some  work  on  it,  during  which  time  another 
settler  had  gone  to  Monroe  and  entered  the  same 
land,  and  Mr.  Corbet  was  obliged  to  vacate,  but  he 
afterward  took  up  eighty  acres  on  section  26  in 
Patoyra  Township,  where  he  lived  most  of  the 
time  until  his  death,  April  28,  1859.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Captain,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Sackett's  Harbor,  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Jacob  Brown.  About  1810  he  married  Miss 
Emma  Noble,  and  they  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  William  was  the  fourth  son  and  tenth  child. 
Mrs.  Emma  Corbet  died  in  Palmyra,  on  the  16th  of 
April,  1840. 

William  M.  Corbet  lived  at  home  until  the  death 
of  his  mother,  when  he  went  to  Monroe,  and  lived 
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with  W.  G.  Powers  for  several  years,  spending  a 
part  of  three  or  four  years  in  school  during  this 
time.  On  the  9th  of  January,  1843,  when  he 
was  seventeen  years  old,  he  commenced  as  a  loco- 
motive fireman  on  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad, 
on  a  locomotive  called  the  *'  Hillsdale,"  of  which 
Edwin  Reese  was  engineer.  He  acted  as  fireman 
about  two  years,  when  Thomas  G.  Cole,  then 
Superintendent,  promoted  him,  and  he  at  once  be- 
came a  full-fledged  engineer  of  the  old  locomotive 
"  Ypsilanti,"  the  first  that  ever  ran  on  the  Michigan 
Southern  Road ;  it  had  previously  been  used  on  the 
Michigan  Central,  but  was  shipped  to  Detroit  from 
Monroe  by  vessel.  He  ran  on  the  Michigan  South- 
ern for  about  six  years,  then  went  into  the  employ 
of  the  Michigan  Central,  and  remained  nearly  a 
year,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  Michigan 
Southern,  and  ran  a  locomotive  until  1853,  since 
which  time  he  has  run  but  little.  During  the  ten 
years  of  his  services  as  fireman  and  engineer  he 
was  in  several  accidents,  including  two  collisions. 
The  most  important  event,  and  the  one  most  vivid 
in  his  mind,  was  a  collision  near  Lenawee  Junction, 
in  1851.  He  was  bringing  a  freight  train  from 
Monroe  to  Adrian,  and  Leonard  Neufer  was  taking 
a  similar  train  from  Adrian  to  Monroe,  both  trains 
being  "  under  orders,"  and  having  the  ''  right  of 
way  "  until  they  met  at  the  curve  just  west  of  the 
junction.  No  lives  were  lost,  but  both  locomotives 
and  a  large  number  of  cars  were  destroyed.  After 
the  collision  it  was  noticed  that  the  telegraph  wire 
was  under  the  boiler  of  one  of  the  locomotives, 
showing  that  the  great  crash  had  sent  it  into  the  air 
at  least  fifteen  feet.  Some  idea  of  the  wonderful 
force  of  a  train  of  cars  under  full  motion  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  fact  that  from  the  point  where  the 
engines  went  together  to  the  point  where  they  landed 
after  going  into  the  air  was  seventy-five  feet  parallel 
with  the  track  to  the  east,  while  at  the  point  where 
the  collision  occurred  the  track  and  road  bed  were 
depressed  at  least  one  foot.  In  1853  Mr.  Corbet 
went  to  Toledo,  and  there  clerked  for  W.  G.  Powers 
until  1854,  when  he  purchased  the  Pratt  farm  near 
the  village  of  Blissfield,  which  he  sold  to  W.  G. 
Powers  in  1860,  and  purchased  the  Fitch  Dewey 
farm  about  two  miles  northeast  of  Bhssfield,  where 
they  now  reside. 
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Mr.  Corbet  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  first 
elected  to  the  oflfice  of  Supervisor  in  1883.  Dur- 
ing  that  year  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  superintended  the  building  of  the 
court-house,  and  .was  again  elected  in  1885, 
and  has  been  re-elected  every  year  since.  At 
one  time  he' was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  a 
seat  in  the  Legislature,  but  party  lines  were  so 
closely  drawn  that  he  was  defeated  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. In  the  Board  of  Supervisors  he  has  served 
upon  several  small  committees,  the  most  important 
of  which  was  upon  equalization.  At  one  time  he 
was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  Chairm£-n  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1860,  Mr.  Corbet  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Susan  C,  daughter  of  Obediah  and 
Clotilda  Spalding,  of  Monroe,  Mich.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  in 
Sheshequin,  on  the  11th  of  August,  1790,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm  until  old  enough  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  blacksmith,  at  which  he  worked  until  he  came 
to  Michigan  in  1833,  and  settled  at  Monroe.  Here 
he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  3d  of  December, 
1847.  Mrs.  Corbet's  mother,  Clotilda  Hoyt,  was 
born  in  Sheshequin,  Pa.,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1795, 
and  died  on  the  3d  of  September,  1834,  There 
were  nine  children  born  to  them,  eight  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity;  Jane  Kendall  died  in  Monroe, 
Lamira  Rodney  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  Ellen  Kelly, 
at  Monroe,  Eliza  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen ;  tluli us 
lives  in  Dundee ; Ulysses  died  in  Monroe;  David  P. 
lives  in  Tecumseh;  Obediah  G.  died  in  California, 
and  Clotilda  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Corbet.  Mr.  Cor- 
bet's brothers  and  sisters  were  as  follows:  Clark  E. 
died  at  Palmyra,  Clarissa  A.  Chapin  at  Osseo,  Hills- 
dale County,  Celestia  A.  Robinson  and  Emery  P.  at 
Palmyra,  Maria  Hubbard  in  Ogden,  Mary  E.  Pow- 
ers in  Cleveland,  Wayne  A.  at  Bay  City,  Mich.; 
Martha  E.  Brigham  lives  in  Chicago. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corbet  have  been  born  ten 
children,  recorded  as  follows:  Rollin  S.  was  born 
April  28,  1851,  and  died  Sept.  30, 1862;  William  P. 
was  born  March  27,  1853,  and  lives  in  Riga,  Mich. ; 
Mary 'E.  was  born  Nov.  4,  1854,  and  died  Sept.  17, 
1862;  Lizzie  M.  was  born  April  23,  1856,  and  is 
the  wife  of  Hudson  Orr;  Frank  B.  was  born  April 


T* 


-^>- 


1180 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


4 


4,  1858,  and  lives  in  Toledo;  Addie  L.  was  born 
May  17,  1862,  and  died  March  24,  1864;  Burton 
O.  was  born  Feb.  25,  1866;  Mattie  B.,  Aug.  4, 
1867;  Susan  M.,  Jan.  26,  1871 ;  and  Anna  C,  April 
3,  1872.  The  first  two  were  born  in  Monroe,  and 
the  others  in  Blissfield  Township.  Mrs.  Susan  G. 
Corbet,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  at  Athens,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.,  March  13,  1831? 
and  was  brought  to  Michigan  by  her  parents  in 
1883,  settling  in  Monroe  City. 
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^OHN  PETER  HECKERT  was  born  four 
miles  southeast  of  the  present  village  of 
Aurora,  Preston  Co.,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  20, 1828. 
He  came  to  Ogden  Township,  this  county,  in 
1865,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  here  and  closely  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community  around  him.  His  family  is 
of  German  ancestry,  his  grandfather  being  Peter 
Heckert,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Preston 
County,  W.  Ya.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  land  about 
three  miles  southeast  of  the  present  site  of  Aurora, 
where  he  built  up  a  comfortable  homestead,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits. 

Solomon  Heckert,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  farming  pursuits,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  purchased  100  acres  of  land  about  a  mile 
from  the  old  homestead.  He  continued  to  live 
upon  this  until  about  1869,  then  sold  out,  and  com- 
ing to  this  county,  purchased  land  in  Ogden  Town- 
ship, on  section  4,  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  which  he  carried  on  until  resting  from  his  earthly 
labors.  He  had  married  in  the  Old  Dominion,  Miss 
Maria  Nines,  a  native  of  his  own  county,  and  the 
daughter  of  Christian  Nines,  a  pioneer  of  that 
region.  The  mother  of  our  subject  came  to  this 
county  with  her  husband  and  also  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Ogden  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  availed  himself  of 
the  limited  opportunities  afforded  for  an  education, 
but  in  his  youth  the  free  schools  of  Virginia  had 
not  yet  been  established.  His  first  studies  were 
carried  on  as  were  those  of  the  children  of  that  day, 
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on  the  subscription  plan.  Being  fond  of  his 
books,  however,  he  obtained  a  useful  fund  of  inform- 
ation by  a  continued  course  of  reading,  obtaining 
all  the  literature  he  possibly  could,  choosing  this 
rather  than  the  amusements  common  to  most  young 
people. 

Our  subject  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  reaching  manhood,  when  his  father  presented 
him  with  a  tract  of  land  four  miles  south  of  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  settled  upon  his  marriage,  and 
commenced  housekeeping  in  a  dwelling  of  hewn 
logs.  He  cleared  forty  acres  and  lived  there  until 
1865,  then  sold  out,  and  coming  to  this  county  pur- 
chased the  land  which  he  now  occupies.  From  this 
five  acres  of  the  trees  had  been  chopped,  but  the 
stumps  were  still  remaining.  Mr.  Heckert  put  up 
a  log  house  and  now  has  forty  acres  cleared  and  the 
first  dwelling  replaced  by  a  good  brick  residence 
and  other  buildings  to  correspond. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Dec.  30,  1856,  was  formerly  Miss  Martha  Ellen 
Porter,  who  was  born  near  Frostburg  in  Maryland, 
Aug.  7,  1837,  and  died  July  29,  1879.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children:  Mary  E.,  Albert 
W.,  Hannah  V.,  John  S.,  William  F.,  Edward  W., 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

ON.  JOHN  M.  OSBORN  was  born  in  Per- 
rinton,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1819, 
and  is  the  scion  of  an  excellent  old  family 
^]  which  came  to  this  country  from  England 
during  the  Colonial  days.  His  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  loyal  to  the  Crown  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  afterward  returned  to  England. 
Tradition  reports  that  his  estate  was  confiscated  as 
the  result  of  Colonial  success  and  the  absence  of 
claimants.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was,  it  is  supposed,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where 
he  was  married  and  where  his  son  John,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born.  The  latter  was  quite 
young  at  the  time  of  his  father's  decease,  and  soon 
afterward  became  a  member  of  the  family  of  one 
Mr.  Kellogg,  of  Eastern  New  York,  with  whom  he 
lived  until  able  to  support  himself. 

John  Osborn,  the  father,  learned    the   trade  of 
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cabinet-maker  and  subsequently  that  of  carpenter 
and  joiner.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  1812, 
he  enlisted,  and  was  among  those  who  crossed  the 
river  at  the  storming  of  Queenston  Heights.  After 
a  severe  engagement,  for  want  of  support  and  be- 
ing confronted  by  British  reinforcements,  the  Fed- 
erals were  ordered  by  the  officer  in  command  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  which  they  did  by  throwing 
them  with  their  utmost  strength  into  the  Niagara 
River.  John  Osborn  was  soon  afterward  paroled, 
but  did  service  quietly  in  aiding  the  transportation 
of  supplies  for  soldiers  on  duty  during  the  war. 
After  peace  was  declared  he  settled  in  Perrinton, 
N.  Y.,  among  its  earliest  pioneers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  now  resumed  his  trade 
as  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  at  one  time  took  a  con- 
tract for  excavation  on  the  Erie  Canal,  then  in 
process  of  construction.  In  1838  he  visited  Michi- 
gan Territory,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 17  in  Pittsford  Township,  this  coUnty.  He 
then  returned  to  New  York  State,  where  he  remained 
a  resident  until  1840,  then  made  his  way  westward 
again  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  village  of 
Lanesville,  as  the  present  Hudson  was  then  called. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  went  back  East,  and  on 
the  20th  of  October  started  with  his  family  for 
their  new  home  in  Michigan.  They  proceeded  via 
the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  by  lake  to 
Toledo,  where  they  took  cars  for  Adrian  on  the  Erie 
&  Kalamazoo  Railroad.  The  remainder  of  their 
journey  was  made  by  team. 

Mr.  John  Osborn  located  in  the  village  of  Hud- 
son and  followed  his  trade  until  1847,  when  an  ex- 
change was  made  of  a  residence  which  John  M.  had 
obtained  in  Hudson,  for  eighty  acres  of  the  land  in 
Pittsford,  the  place  which  his  son,  our  subject,  now 
occupies.  He  followed  his  trade  but  little  after  this 
removal,  but  gave  most  of  his  attention  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  home,  which  b}^  the  joint  efforts 
of  father  and  son,  was  transformed  into  a  most  de- 
sirable piece  of  property,  both  attractive  and  valu- 
able. Here  the  father  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  28,  1867.  His  wife,  formerly  Mrs. 
Mercy  Ann  Eaton,  was  a  native  of  Duanesburg,  N. 
Y.,  and  there  were  born  to  them  three  children : 
Eliza  Ann,  who  lived  to  be  only  about  six  years  of 
age ;  John  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Delora 
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O.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  William  Baker.  As  the  birth- 
days of  tlje  two  latter  occur  on  the  same  day  of 
the  same  month,  namely,  March  9,  they  since  1821 
have  always  visited  together  on  its  recurrence  and 
usually  with  some  extra  ''lay  out"  befitting  the  oc- 
casion. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  mainly  prior  to  fourteen  3^ears  of 
age,  after  which  time  he  commenced  to  earn  his  own 
living,  working  on  a  farm  at  $6  per  month,  with  the 
exception  of  the  winter  season,  during  which  he 
continued  his  studies  at  school.  That  early  exper- 
ience which  taught  him  self-reliance,  proved  of  in- 
estimable value  in  after  years.  As  time  progressed 
and  his  usefulness  increased,  his  wages  as  a  farm 
hand  were  raised,  and  when  sixteen  years  old  he 
commanded  $13  per  month.  All  this  time  he  had 
not  suffered  his  mind  to  rust,  but  had  availed  him- 
self of  every  opportunity  to  peruse  instructive 
books,  acquire  a  knowledge  of  business  principles, 
and  keep  himself  posted  upon  current  events.  When 
nineteen  years  old  he  commenced  teaching  school 
near  Fairport,  N.  Y.,  and  two  years  later  found  him 
a  resident  of  the  new  State  of  Michigan  and  a 
teacher  in  the  young  town  of  Hudson.  He  first 
presided  over  one  of  the  pioneer  schools  which  was 
located  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  session 
was  commenced  in  the  rear  part  of  a  building,  the 
front  of  which  was  utilized  as  a  grocery.  In  the 
meantime  a  school-house  was  in  process  of  con- 
struction and  the  term  was  finished  in  the  new 
building. 

Young  Osborn  followed  teaching  in  the  winter 
season  several  terms  in  that  locality,  and  during  the 
summer  seasons  worked  first  on  the  Michigan  South- 
ern Railroad,  then  operated  by  the  State,  and  in 
process  of  construction  from  Monroe,  Mich.,  west- 
erly across  the  State.  As  the  result  of  his  reading 
and  study,  he  proved  an  efficient  assistant  to  the 
civil  engineer  who  was  establishing  and  perfecting 
the  grade,  estimating  quantity  and  value  of  excava- 
tion of  embankment,  also  for  material  furnished,  or 
for  special  labor  done.  Mr.  O.  subsequently  aided 
as  laborer  in  construction,  and  afterward  in  keep- 
ing the  road  in  repair  in  the  locality.  When  not 
thus  employed  he  confined  himself  to  general  farm 
work  until  1846.     During  that  year,    in  company 
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with  William  Baker,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness, the  firm  name  being  J]  M.  Gsborn  &  Co.  Their 
stock  consisted  of  almost  everything  required  in  the 
household  and  about  the  farm,  which  they  parted 
from  in  exchange  for  all  kinds  of  farm  produce, 
termed  ^-dicker,"  which  had  a  broad  meaning  in 
those  early  days  of  pioneer  life. 

Mr.  Osborn  continued  merchandising  with  some 
change  of  partners  until  1851,  and  for  seven  years 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  black  walnut 
lumber  eastward.  In  1858  he  opened  up  as  a  dry- 
goods  dealer  in  company  with  Mr.  S.  A.  Eaton,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Osborn  <fe  Eaton,  and  they  con- 
ducted business  successfully  until  1863;  they  then 
sold  out,  dissolving  the  copartnership.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Osborn  engaged  in  a  like  enterprise  three  years, 
during  which  time  occurred  the  death  of  the  mother, 
wife  and  father.  All  this  tended  to  lessen  tempo- 
rarily his  life  of  activity. 

Finally,  being  strongly  importuned,  Mr.  Osborn 
lent  his  aid  in  organizing  a  private  bank,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Osborn,  Perkins  &  Co.,  and  which  for 
several  years  was  conducted  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  the  senior  partner,  and  continued 
until  his  retirement  from  the  firm.  The  institution 
is  now  perpetuated  by  Thompson  Bros.  About 
1883  Mr.  Osborn  was  a  member  of  the  company 
which  purchased  the  Hudson  Woodenware  Manu- 
factory, which  up  to  this  time  had  never  been  a  suc- 
cess. He  was  chosen  to  conduct  the  business,  and 
under  his  judicious  management  the  enterprise  be- 
came a  paying  institution.  His  business  capabilities 
and  his  growing  experience  were  now  contributing 
to  make  of  him  one  of  the  leading  men  in  mercan- 
tile circles,  and  his  cool  and  temperate  judgment  in 
all  his  dealings  seldom  led  him  to  do  anything  in 
haste  or  that  which  was  unadvisable. 

Mr.  Osborn  was  a  Democrat,  politically,  in  his 
early  manhood,  and  until  the  Free-Soil  movement, 
but  as  he  was  conscientiously  opposed  to  slavery,  he 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party  at  its 
organization.  He  has  always  taken  a  lively  inter- 
est in  National  affairs,  and  in  his  township  has  been 
honored  with  the  various  offices  within  the  gift  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  Fie  was  Clerk  of  Hudson  Town-  • 
ship  in  early  years,  and  represented  Pittsford  Town-  | 
ship  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  three  terms,   j 


In  1869  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Michigan 
Legislature,  and  succeeded  himself  in  1871.  In 
1875  he  was  selected  to  represent  his  county  as 
State  Senator,  and  thus  has  come  honestly  bj^  his 
title  of  Honorable.  Among  the  social  orders  he  is 
an  affiliant  with  the  Masons,  and  has  knowledge 
of  the  Blue  Lodge,  C^hapter  and  Commandery  de- 
grees ;  also  of  thirty -two  degrees  of  Scottish  Rite 
Masonry,  and  ninety -six  degrees  of  Rite  of  Memphis. 
He  claims  to  general  Christian  theology,  and  favors 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Osborn  has  been  twice  married,   being   first 
wedded  in  1851,  to  Miss  Elizabeth    Daniels,   a  na- 
tive of  Wayne  County,  this  State.     This   lady  re- 
mained his  companion  fifteen  years,  her  death  tak- 
ing place   in  1866.     Our  subject  was   subsequently 
married,  April  5,  1870,  to  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  W.  Rob- 
inson, of  Jacksonville,  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,   and 
who  was   born   May  28,   1832.     Her  father.  Rev. 
William  White,  was  of  Quaker  parentage,  and  born 
in  Rensselaerville,  Albany  County.     He,  however, 
became  connected  with  the  Baptist  Church    when 
quite  young,  and  was  a   lad   fond  of  reading   and 
study.     He  commenced  teaching  at  an   early   age, 
and  thus  earned  money  which  enabled  him  to  secure 
a  college  education.     His  ministerial  duties   began 
in  the  Baptist  Church  at  Trumansburg,  N.  Y.,  and 
he    afterward    preached  at    Ithaca.       He    left  the 
Empire   State    for   Ohio   in   the   year    1842,    and 
preached    in   the    cities  of  Monroeville,   Chardon, 
Clarksfield  and  Fairfield.     In  1852,  deciding  upon 
another  change  of  location,  and  also  of  occupation, 
he  came  to  this  county   and  purchased    a   farm  in 
Wright  Township,  which   he  occupied  a  few  years, 
then  sold  out  and  purchased  in  Linden  Township, 
Genesee  County,  where   he  spent  the   rest  of   his 
days.     He  had    married,   in   early  manhood.  Miss 
Prudent  Wickes,    who   was   born  at   the  head    of 
Cayuga  Lake,  N.  Y.     Her  father,  Israel  P.  Wickes, 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  owned   a  fine    farm, 
which  through  his  manipulation  became  one  of   the 
most  beautiful   homesteads  of   that   section.     His 
wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  O.,  is  still  living,  being  now 
in  her  eightieth  year,  and  makes  her  home  with  a 
son  and  daughter  in  the  village  of  Linden,  Genesee 
County,  this  State. 

Mr.  Osborn  was  one  of  the  inaugurators  and  stock- 


i 


mp^-  HH^* 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


1185 


holders  of  the  Cincinnati,  Jackson  <fe  Mackinaw 
Railroad  which  runs  through  Hudson,  and  which 
was  constructed  in  1887.  He  worked  earnestly  and 
successfull}^  in  behalf  of  this  road,  giving  to  it  the 
same  zeal  and  conscientious  support  which  has 
marked  his  career  as  a  helper  in  the  various  other 
enterprises  which  have  tended  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people  at  large.  After  this  half  century  or  more  of 
an  active  and  busy  life,  it  is  pleasant  to  note  that 
in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  business  Mr.  Osborn  has 
invariably  paid  full  value  for  every  obligation  in- 
curred. He  is  now  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his 
age,  and  has  lost  little  by  the  accumulation  of  years, 
being  still  active  and  vigorous,  and  possessing  in  a 
marked  degree  the  energies  and  capabilities  of  his 
younger  years.  His  pictured  features  in  the  fine 
lithographic  portrait  accompanying  this  sketch  will 
be  looked  upon  with  interest  by  the  people  to  whom 
his  name  has  been  familiar  for  such  a  length  of  time, 
and  to  whom  his  business  talents  have  proved  of 
such  effective  service. 
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^^EORGE  ROHRBACK.  Many  of  the  hon- 
[/[  ored  citizens  of  Lenawee  County  are  among 

^^2!  ^^^^  so-called  self-made  men,  prominent  in 
all  the  walks  of  life  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  in  these  brief  records  of  their  lives,  wherein 
we  read  of  their  early  struggles  with  poverty  and 
other  ills  of  life  before  they  attained  independence, 
we  may  learn  many  a  lesson  of  courage,  endurance 
and  perseverance.  The  man  whose  name  stands  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch  may  be  classed  among  the 
self-made  men  of  this  county,  as  when  he  landed 
on  American  soil  he  was  without  money  and  with- 
out a  home,  or  any  immediate  prospect  of  obtain- 
ing either.  He  is  to-day  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
honored  citizen,  residing  in  Ogden  Township. 

Mr.  Rohrback  was  born  in  Germany,  Oct.  25, 
1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Martha  Rohr- 
back, who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  country. 
George  attended  school  quite  steadily  imtil  he  was 
fourteen  years  old,  acquiring  an  excellent  educa- 
tion, and  at  that  youthful  age  he  began  life  in  earn- 
est, working  to  support  himself  and  also  assisting 
in  the  support  of  the  rest  of  the  family.     The  first 


two  years  he  received  for  his  work  $10  a  year,  two 
pounds  of  wool,  and  cloth  to  make  a  pair  of  panta- 
loons. He  afterward  received  |26  a  year  for  his 
services.  In  1853  he  started  out  to  try  his  fortune 
in  America.  Here  lie  hoped  to  be  better  paid  for 
his  labor,  and  finally  be  enabled  to  purchase  land. 
After  a  tedious  voyage  of  ten  long  weeks  he  landed 
in  Texas.  The  expenses  incidental  to  the  voyage 
had  used  up  all  his  little  stock  of  money,  but  with 
good  courage  and  a  willingness  to  work  at  what  his 
hands  found  to  do  he  faced  the  difficulties  of  his 
new  life  in  a  strange  country.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Kline,  a  native  of  his  own  country,  and  they 
engaged  in  work  on  a  farm,  where  they  received 
$10  a  month  for  their  united  labors;  after  the  first 
six  months  their  wages  were  increased  to  $12. 

In  1854,  having  saved  $125  of  their  united  earn- 
ings, Mr.  Rohrback  concluded  that  they  could  do 
better  in  Ohio,  so  they  left  Texas  and  proceeding 
to  that  State,  settled  in  Lorain  County.  The  ex- 
penses of  their  journey  left  them  but  $36.  Mr. 
Rohrback  then  found  employment  on  a  farm,  and 
three  years  afterward,  having  saved  his  earnings, 
he  bought  eleven  acres  of  land  near  Elyria,  and 
also  bought  a  horse  and  a  cow.  There  was  a  "log 
house  already  built  on  the  place  into  which  he  and 
his  family  moved.  In  that  humble  way  he  com- 
menced farming  for  himself,  still  working  out  a 
part  of  the  time  to  add  to  his  means.  In  1860  he 
sold  his  place  in  Elyria  and  removed  to  this  State, 
where  he  bought  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Ogden 
Township,  which  still  forms  a  part  of  his  present 
farm.  He  moved  his  family  into  the  log  house 
which  stood  on  the  place,  and  immediately  com- 
menced clearing  his  land,  from  three  acres  of  which 
the  trees  had  been  already  felled. 

Mr.  Rohrback's  work  of  clearing  and  improving 
his  farm  was  soon  interrupted,  as  the  next  year  the 
war  between  the  North  and  South  broke  out,  and 
was  not  suppressed,  as  so  many  had  hoped,  at  the 
end  of  a  few  months.  More  men  were  needed  by 
the  Government,  and  in  the  fall  of  1861  Mr.  Rohr- 
back left  his  work  and  enlisted  in  Company  F,  67th 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  went  to  the  front  to  fight  for 
the  country  which  had  become  his  own.  Among 
the  important  battles  in  which  he  participated  we 
mention  the  following:  Blooming  Gap,  Winchester, 
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Mt.  Jackson,  Harrison  Landing,  Morris  Island,  first 
attack  on  Ft.  Wagner,  and  later  at  its  capture,  Ches- 
ter Station,  Driiry  Bluff,  Edinburg,  and  in  the  bat- 
tles before  Richmond  and  Petersburg.  He  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  left  arm  at  the  battle  of 
Cross  Roads,  Ya.,  May  24,  1864.  The  surgeons 
wished  to  amputate  the  arm,  but  he  protested,  and 
it  was  saved  to  him  in  a  crippled  condition.  He 
veteranized  in  1864,  but  on  account  of  his  wounded 
arm  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  January,  1865. 
He  returned  to  his  little  farm  in  Michigan,  and  as 
soon  as  his  health  would  permit  he  resumed  the 
work  he  had  left  to  go  to  the  front.  He  has  since 
bought  other  land,  and  has  now  seventy  acres  in  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  erected  a  com- 
modious brick  house,  and  many  other  improvements 
which  have  greatly  increased  the  value  of  his  home- 
stead, a  view  of  which  ma}^  be  seen  on  another 
page  of  this  work. 

Mr.  and  Mi^s.  Rohrback  are  respected  by  all  for 
their  worth  and  true  nobility  of  character.  We 
cannot  conclude  this  sketch  without  a  good  word 
for  the  wife  and  mother,  who,  in  all  the  trials  and 
discouragements  which  they  encountered  in  settling 
in  a  strange  country,  was  ever  ready  to  cheer  her 
husband,  and  it  is  by  her  constant  help  that  he  has 
become  so  successful.  They  and  their  children, 
Laberas,  George,  Annie  and  Martha,  are  members 
of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  arid 
Mr.  Rohrback  is  a  member  of  David  Becker  Post 
No.  25,  G.  A.  R. 
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f  j^ILLIAM  HOUGHTBY  is  a  self-made  man, 
and  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and"  lib- 
eral-minded citizens  of  Ogden  Township;  a 
man  who  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  assist  any 
enterprise  which  is  intended  to  promote  the  public 
good ;  an  earnest  worker  in  the  church,  and  a  de- 
voted friend  of  all  educational  interests.  He  is  a 
constant  reader  and  a  student  of  the  times,  thor- 
oughly posted  on  all  public  affairs,  and  able  to  dis- 
cuss intelligently  all  matters  which  engage  the  at- 
tention of  the  An)erican  people.  Such  are  among 
I  he  characteristics  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
resides  on  section  34,  Ogden  Township,  in  the  set- 


tlement of  which  township  he  is  a  pioneer  of  1848. 

Mr.  Hough tby  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
on  the  2d  of  January,  1822,  and  his  father,  John 
Houghtby,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  the 
same  shire,  and  remained  there  until  1844.  In  the 
spring  of  that  year,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
nine  children,  a  son-in-law  and  four  grandchildren, 
he  landed  at  New  York  and  went  directly  to  Ohio, 
traveling  by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  over- 
land, and  by  the  lakes  to  Toledo.  He  settled  in  that 
part  of  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  now  known  as  Fulton 
Count3%  where  he  rented  land  and  worked  at  clear- 
ing other  land,  by  which  he  earned  money  to  pay 
his  rent.  After  four  years  he  came  to  Ogden 
Township,  this  county,  and  bought  twenty  acres  of 
land  which  had  been  entered  by  Elisha  Benton,  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  section  28.  Of  this  land 
there  were  but  a  few  acres  cleared,  on  which  he 
built  a  log  house  and  immediately  began  the  work 
of  clearing.  On  this  farm  he  resided  until  he  died, 
in  February,  1872.  John  Houghtby  was  three 
times  married.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  Elizabeth  Godfrey,  a  na- 
tive of  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  she  died  a  few 
years  after  settling  in  Ogden  Township.  She  had 
twelve  children,  two  of  whom  died  young,  one  son 
died  at  ten  years  of  age,  nine  grew  to  maturity  and 
came  to  America. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
and  the  eldest  son  of  the  parental  family,  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  began  to  eavn  his  own 
living.  When  he  was  nine  years  of  age  he  under- 
took work  in  a  brickyard  at  nine  pence  per  day  and 
board  himself.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  commenced 
work  by  the  year  on  a  farm  at  three  pounds  and 
his  board  for  a  year's  labor.  As  his  services  be- 
came more  valuable,  his  wages  were  increased  until 
he  received  fourteen  pounds  per  year.  He  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  in  1844,  but  was  sick 
with  fever  when  he  landed  at  Staten  Island,  and  was 
compelled  to  lie  in  a  hospital  for  a  few  weeks. 
During  this  time  his  mother  and  one  sister  remained 
with  him,  and  when  he  was  able  to  travel,  they 
joined  the  father  and  he  worked  with  him  in  Ohio 
until  1848,  when  he  came  to  Ogden  Township  and 
bought  forty  acres  of  land,  fifteen  of  which  were 
improved,  and  constitute  part  of  his  present  home. 
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The  land  was  originally  entered  by  Elisha  Benton, 
from  whom  Mr.  Houghtby  bought  it,  and  has  in 
possession  the  original  title  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment. In  1855  he  bought  the  south  half  of  the 
same  quarter  section,  and  now  has  120  acres,  eighty 
acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  and  contains  a 
set  of  good  frame  buildings.  For  the  first  forty 
acres  he  paid  $300,  and  for  the  eighty  which  was 
all  timber  land,  he  paid  but  $200. 

In  February,  1 849,  William  Houghtby  was  mar- 
ried to  Melinda  Ritchej^,  who  was  born  in  Cambria 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Re- 
becca (Young)  Ritchey,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  have  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  Amanda 
A.,  the  wife  of  D.  D.  Baluss,  lives  in  Ogden  Town- 
ship; Hattie  married  Luther  Harsh,  and  also  lives  in 
Ogden  Township ;  Henry ;  John ;  Libbie  married  M. 
H.  Rubey,  lives  in  Randolph  County,  Ind. ;  Esther 
and  Albert.  Albert  had  the  misfortune  to  stick  the 
point  of  a  knife  in  his  eye,  which  totally  destroyed 
the  sight ;  his  other  eye  became  affected  and  he  also 
lost  the  sight  of  that,  and  for  three  years  was  totally 
blind.  During  this  time  he  attended  the  school  for 
the  blind  at  Lansing,  and  learned  to  write  upon  the 
caligraph,  and  do  many  other  things  which  are 
taught  the  blind.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  went  to 
Detroit  and  had  two  operations  performed  by  Dr. 
Lundy,  which  partially  restored  his  sight. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houghtby  and  the  members  of  their 
family  belong  to  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Mr. 
H.  has  filled  various  offices  of  trust  and  honor  in 
Ogden  Township.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
fifteen  years,  and  three  terms  was  Commissioner  of 
Highways,  while  for  many  years  he  was  School  Di- 
rector, and  a  Trustee  in  his  church,  in  all  of  which 
positions  he  displayed  unusual  judicial  and  execu- 
tive ability. 
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PEV.  CA8IMIR  ROHOWSKI,  Priest  of  St. 
Joseph's  German  Catholic  Church,  Adrian, 
IE%  was  born  in  Prussia,  Dec.  11,  1843.  He  is 
^^^the  son  of  Peter  and  Victoria  Rohowski, 
natives  of  the  same  Province  as  their  son,  and  now 
deceased.  His  early  years  were  spent  in  the  place 
of  his  birth,  where  he  first  attended  the  elementary 
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schools,  and  later  the  seminary,  in  which  he  studied 
four  years,  and  began  fitting  himself  for  the  duties  of 
the  sacred  office  to  which  he  was  ordained  Feb.  24, 
1871.  He  was  now  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and 
was  given  charge  of  a  mission  house  in  Alsace, 
where  he  continued  three  years.  He  then  deter- 
mined to  pursue  his  pious  labors  on  another 
hemisphere,  and  accordingly,  on  the  18  th  of  De- 
cember, 1875,  repaired  to  Liverpool,  and  set  sail 
for  the  United  States. 

Father  Rohowski  first  set  foot  on  American  soil 
in  New  York  City,  whence  he  proceeded  not  long 
afterward  to  Detroit,  Mich.  He  there  met  Bishop 
Burgess,  and  was  admitted  to  the  diocese  of  Detroit 
and  assigned,  as  assistant  of  St.  Boniface,  to  a  charge 
in  that  city.  Thence,  soon  afterward,  he  was  sent 
to  Bay  City,  Mich.,  from  which  place,  in  1876,  he 
came  to  Adrian,  and  connected  himself  with  his 
present  congregation.  This  includes  about  sixty- 
eight  families,  and  they  have  a  neat  church  edifice. 

Father  Rohowski  has  exhibited  the  qualities  nec- 
essary to  the  building  up  of  a  young  parish,  and  is 
not  only  held  in  warm  regard  by  his  own  people, 
but  by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
He  is  laboring  conscientiously  for  the  good  of  his 
people  as  individuals  and  as  a  society,  and  his 
ministrations  cannot  result  otherwise  than  in  great 
good. 

M.  PHILLIPS.  The  gentleman 
name  heads  this  brief  notice  is  an 
early  settler  of  Dover  Township,  where  his 
fine  and  productive  farm  lies  on  sections  19 
and  20,  and  embraces  160  acres  of  valuable  land. 
His  parents  were  Aaron  and  Lavina  (Burroughs) 
Phillips,  who  were  natives  of  Hunterdon  County, 
N.  J.  The  father  was  born  Aug.  6,  1791,  and  the 
mother  Aug.  19,  1797.  They  were  there  married 
and  settled.  Later  they  moved  to  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  mother  died  May  8,  1836,  when 
thirty-eight  years  old.  The  father  of  our  subject 
came  to  Michigan  in  October,  1837,  and  lived  until 
the  following  spring  in  Wayne  County,  and  thence 
came  to  Lenawee  County,  locating  in  Madison 
Township.  In  the  fall  of  1838  he  removed  to  Do- 
ver Township,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which 
^ ^ «_ 0^ 
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occurred  March  16,  1877.  in  the  eighty -sixth  yeur 
of  his  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  were  the  parents 
of  six  cliildren,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
Titus  died  in  Wisconsin,  April  14,  1877;  Aaron  M. 
is  our  subject;  Phebe  died  in  Seneca  County,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  7,  1822;  Phebe  M.  is  the  widow  of  Gil- 
bert Gage,  and  resides  in  Dover  Township;  Susanna 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  S.  Miller,  and  resides  in 
Romulus,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  Martha  died  in  the 
latter-named  county,  Oct.  30,  1833,  when  four 
months  old. 

Aaron  M.  Phillips,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Sen- 
eca County,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1819.  He  remained 
at  home  during  his  earlier  years,  attending  the 
common  schools  and  assisting  his  father  in  the 
lighter  duties  of  the  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1837  he 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  father,  and  remained  a 
member  of  his  family  until  after  their  settlement  in 
Dover  Township.  Mr.  Phillips  was  married  in 
Adrian  Township,  Nov.  1,  1840,  to  Miss  Catherine 
E.  Stockwell,  a  native  of  Ira,  Cajaiga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  born  March  1,  1821.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Eliathah  and  Esther  (Perkins)  Stock- 
w^ell.  (For  parental  history  see  sketch  of  M.  P. 
Stockwell.)  After  marriage  Mr.  Phillips  bought  a 
tract  of  timber  land  on  which  he  settled.  He 
has  since  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he 
has  increased  the  acreage  of  his  farm  fourfold.  He 
has  erected  ample  and  commodious  buildings,  and 
has  all  facilities  for  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  have  been  born  five 
children,  of  whom  the .  following  is  the  record: 
Saron  P.  was  a  carpenter  in  Dover  Township,  and 
married  Eleanor  A.  Raymond,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  Helen  A.,  who  died  in  Dover  Township, 
March  2,  1869,  when  one. year  old;  his  death  oc- 
curred in  the  same  township,  Feb.  22,  1869,  when 
twenty-seven  years  old.  Celestia  A.  died  in  Dover 
Township,  July  25,  1846.  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Charles  W.  married  Miss  Sarah  Lozier,  and  resides 
in  the  above-named  township;  they  have  five  chil. 
dren — Elmer  A.,  Ethel  C,  Robb  Y.,  Lena  M.  and 
Seward  M.  Helen  died  in  Dover  Township,  Feb. 
12,  1864,  at  the  age  of  twelve;  George  C.  resides 
at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Phillips  have  not  attained  their 
present  prosperous  condition  without  some  strug- 


gles, and  encountering  and  overcoming  many  ob- 
stacles. Mr.  Phillips'  first  purchase  of  land  consisted 
of  forty  acres,  situated  in  a  dense  forest,  for  which 
he  agreed  to  pay  $160.  He  possessed  $10  which 
he  paid  down.  He  chopped  wood,  and  worked 
with  unceasing  ardor  and  courage,  and  in  time, 
assisted  by  the  frugality  and  excellent  judgment  of 
his  wife,  had  saved  suflScient  money  to  pay  $100  of 
his  indebtedness.  Meanwhile  he  had  sown  a  field 
of  wheat  on  shares,  from  which  he  realized  $50, 
which  enabled  him  to  make  his  final  payment.  In 
this  manner  he  became  possessor  of  his  first  forty 
acres  of  land.  Adrian  was  the  nearest  market  for 
farm  produce,  and  he  often  walked  there  carrying 
butter  and  eggs  on  his  arm.  For  the  first  fifteen 
years  after  the  railway  was  built  to  Adrian,  Mr. 
Phillips  did  not  feel  that  he  could  afford  to  pay  the 
fare,  and  so  continued  his  pedestrian  trips  to  mar- 
ket. He  and  his  good  wife  are  now  reaping  the 
reward  of  their  early  toils,  and,  though  enjoying 
their  present  life  of  comfort,  can  recall  with  satis- 
faction many  happy  incidents  connected  with  their 
early  pioneer  life. 

Mr.  Phillips  has  always  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  his  adopted  town,  and 
during  his  long  residence  of  fifty  years  has  been 
present  at  every  town  meeting  and  election  held  in 
the  township.  For  six  years  he  has  acceptably 
filled  the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner.  Politic- 
ally he  is  a  Republican,  the  principles  of  which 
party  he  endorses  and  maintains  with  characteristic 
firmness  and  decision.  Mrs.  Phillips  is  a  consistent 
and  valued  member  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church. 
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/p^  ETH   B.    SAYRES,  of    Seneca   Township, 

^^^    presents   an    admirable  illustration   of  the 

(ft/^  self-made   man,  who,  thrown  upon  his  own 

resources  early  in  life,  was  enabled  to  make 

good  use  of  his  time   and    opportunities.     From  a 

humble  position  in  life,  he  has  arisen  without  other 

aid  than  his  own  industrious  hands  and  stout  heart, 

until  now  he  is   ranked  among   the   representative 

men  of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  communities  of 

the  West.     He  has  always  chosen  his  home  in  the 

rural  districts,  and  on  section  9  of  the  above  town- 
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ship  has  a  good  farm  of  130  acres,  which  he  trans- 
formed from  the  forest  into  a  series  of  cultivated 
fields. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  a  good  family,  his 
parents  having  been  Squire  and  Eunice  (Meech) 
Sajres,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  the 
latter  of  Connecticut.  They  w^ere  of  New  England 
ancestry  and  Squire  Say  res  served  as  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  War  of  1812.  Seth  B.  still  remembers  his 
father's  military  cap,  upon  which  was  inscribed  in 
gilt  letters  the  title  of  the  regiment,  "Amsterdam 
Volunteers,"  with  the  motto,  ''We  defend  and  pro- 
tect." After  the  war  Lieut.  Sayres  settled  with  his 
family  in  Gal  way  Township,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  they  lived  until  Seth  B.  was  about  six  years 
of  age.  Thence  they  removed  to  Auburn  and  four 
years  later  to  Genesee  County,  whence  after  a  ten 
years'  residence  they  joined  their  son,  our  subject, 
in  this  county.  They  remained  with  him  in  Seneca 
Township  a  year  and  then  removed*  to  Wayne 
County,  where  the  mother  died  about  1855,  when 
about  sixty  years  of  age.  Squire  Sayres  survived 
his  wife  until  1860,  and  quietly  passed  away  after 
he  had  reached  his  fourscore  years.  Their  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  nine  lived  to  mature  years  and 
two  are  still  surviving. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  the  fifth  child 
of  his  parents,  and  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N. 
Y.,  Aug.  21,  1817.  He  assisted  in  the  lighter  labors 
on  the  farm  and  attended  school  as  much  as  possible 
during  his  boyhood,  and  subsequently  carried  on 
his  education  by  his  own  efforts,  working  to  pay  his 
tuition,  for  a  number  of  terms.  Before  this  was 
finished,  however,  his  father  had  hired  him  out  at 
$3  per  month.  The  latter  was  without  means 
and  could  do  very  little  for  his  children.  Seth  B, 
remembers  attending  school  barefoot  in  the  winter 
when  it  was  good  sleighing.  Those  early  experi- 
ences contributed  to  his  self-reliance  and  courage, 
and  no  doubt  had  much  to  do  with  his  success  in 
life.  His  motto  has  always  been  "A  shilling  a  day 
and  board  rather  than  a  chance  for  a  greater  amount 
or  nothing." 

Mr.  Sayres  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  was 
united  in  marriage,  Feb.  12,  1840,  with  Miss  Hannah 
Laycock,   who    was   a   native   of  New  Jersey  and 


came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  about  1836.  Mr. 
Laycock  died  in  1858,  and  the  mother  subsequently 
took  up  hel*  residence  at  the  home  of  our  subject, 
where  her  death  took  place  in  1865.  Mrs.  Hannah 
Sayres  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Seneca 
Township  on  the  18th  of  August,  1865.  Mr. 
Sayres  was  again  married,  Oct.  22,  1866,  to  Mrs. 
Eliza  (Foot) White,  widow  of  Warren  White.  She 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  .died  in  Seneca 
Township,  Aug.  20,  1880. 

Mr.  Sayres  was  a  third  time  married,  Oct.  25, 
1883,  to  Mrs.  Catherine,  widow  of  Robert  Sloan, 
and  daughter  of  Tyson  and  Sarah  (Bell)  Bagerly, 
natives  of  Maryland,  whence  they  removed  to  the 
Empire  State  in  their  youth  and  were  there  mar- 
ried. Mr.  Bagerly  died  when  his  daughter,  Cather- 
ine, was  but  two  years  old,  while  the  mother  came 
to  Michigan  in  1857,  and  died  in  Seneca  Township 
in  1876,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  two  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Sayres  was  the  fifth 
child  and  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  July 
12,  1820.  She  attended  a  common  school  and  a 
select  school,  and  received  careful  home  training 
from  a  wise  and  judicious  mother.  She  became  the 
wife  of  Robert  Sloan  in  1838,  and  by  him  became 
the  mother  of  two  children,  Mary  Ann  and  Spen- 
cer. The  former  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  N.  Borick,  of 
Seneca  Township,  and  the  mother  of  five  children — 
Delia,  Willie,  Katie,  Emma  (deceased)  and  Lulu. 
Spencer  married  Miss  Allie  Beraandeifer,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Robert. 

The  eldest  brother  of  Mr.  Sayres,  Samuel  by 
name,  died  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  in  1 848,  and 
left  two  children,  Julia  and  Edmund,  who  were 
reared  by  our  subject.  Edmund,  a  bright  and 
promising  youth,  took  kindly  to  his  books  and 
turned  his  attention  to  the  legal  profession.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1868,  and  has  since  served 
as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Lenawee  County ;  Julia 
is  at  home.  Mr.  Sayres  also  adopted  a  child  of  his 
first  wife's  sister,  a  baby  boy  ten  months  old,  who 
was  named  Ervin  Eugene  Sayres,  and  became  his 
legal  son.  This  young  man,  upon  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, married  Miss  Julia  Bates,  and  is  farming  in 
Rome  Township;  he  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
Arthur  and  Halsey. 
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Mr.  vSayres  takes  little  part  in  political  matters, 
although  voting  the  straight  Democratic  ticket.  He 
has  steadily  declined  becoming  an  office-holder  of 
any  kind.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  Mrs.  Sayres  belongs  to  the  Pio- 
neer Club,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Pioneer 
Society  of  Seneca  Township  and  of  which  she  is 
President. 
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ENRY  W.  HO  WD,  a  son  of  one  of  the  early 

,li  pioneers  of  RoUin  Township,  has  spent  the 

greater  part  of  his  life  in  this  section  of  the 

^j  countrj^  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its 
most  energetic  and  enterprising  men.  Of  late  years 
he  has  been  dealing  in  fine  horses,  principallj^  trot- 
ters, and  has  also  given  much  attention  to  sheep- 
raising,  having  at  one  time  about  900  head.  This 
latter  industry,  however,  has  been  superseded  by  his 
operations  in  horses,  his  extensive  dealings  injwool 
and  his  loan  business.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  he 
handles  the  best  breeds  of  horses  to  be  found  in 
Lenawee  County,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  carrying 
off  the  blue  ribbon  at  county  fairs.  At  the  head 
of  his  stables  is  a  valuable  five-year-old,  "Don 
Rothschild,"  which  is  valued  at  $900,  and  trotted 
his  mile  in  2 :43  when  four  years  old.  Mr.  Howd 
is  located  on  a  fine  farm,  the  property  of  his  mother, 
with  whom  he  lives,  on  section  33  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship. It  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  model  country 
home ;  the  residence  is  attractive  in  its  surroundings, 
and  the  barns  and  other  out-buildings  are  admira- 
bly adapted  to  the  purposes  of  stock-raising  after 
the  most  approved  methods. 

Mr.  Howd  is  the  scion  of  an  excellent  old  family, 
and  was  born  in  Rollin  Township  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1848.  His  parents,  Harvey  B.  and  Betsey  E. 
(Pitcher)  Howd,  were  natives  of  New  York  State. 
His  father  was  born  in  Cazenovia,  June  11,  1816, 
and  the  parents  were  married  Feb.  19, 1844.  Two 
years  previously,  in  1842,  Harvey  Howd  came  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Rollin,  this  county,  and  was 
at  once  recognized  as  a  liberal-minded  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  willing  to  do  his  part  toward  the 
building  up  of  the  county,  and  sustaining  those 
enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the  advancement  of  the 
people.  For  one  year  he  occupied  himself  as  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and   in   1846   he   built  the 


Rollin  sawmill  in  partnership  with  Eli  Marvin.  In 
1850  he  traded  the  mill  for  the  farm  of  A.  J.  Corn- 
stock,  which  is  now  owned  by  his  widow.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  and  farmed  subsequently  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  at  the  homestead  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1875,  when  he  was  about  fifty-nine 
years  of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  held  the  various  town- 
ship offices  and  was  Postmaster  of  Rollin  for  eight 
or  ten  years  before  the  late  war.     He  also  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  his  public  as  well  as 
his   private  life,   labored  faithfully   and  conscien- 
tiously as  one  building  up  a  record  which  would  in 
all  probability  be  given  to  the  future,  and  of  which 
he  desired  his  children  should  never  be  ashamed. 
In  the  family  circle  he  was.  kind  and  indulgent  as  a 
husband  and  father,  and  lives  in  the  memory  of  his 
children  as  a  model  of  manly  integrity  and  worth. 
The  paternal  great-grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Samuel  and  Amy  (Baldin)  Howd,  the  former 
born  Dec.  1,  1712,  and  the   latter  Oct.  12,  1724. 
They  were  married  Feb.  14,  1754,  and  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  who  were  born  as  follows: 
Amy,  Dec.  2,  1754;  Abigail,  July  3,  1757;  Samuel, 
April  26,  1759;  Althera,  Feb.   6,    1763;    Hannah, 
Oct.  24,  1764,  and  Anthony,  July  6,  1768.     Their 
youngest  son,  Anthony,  was  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  and  died  June  16,  1841.     March  11,  1797, 
he   married    Martha    Harrington,    who    was   born 
March   12,  1777,  and  died  Dec.   2,   1857.     Their 
children   are    recorded   as   follows:     Hannah    was 
born  June  9,  1798,  and  lived  to   be  quite   aged; 
Laura  was  born  July  21,  1800,  and  died   Aug.  22, 
1887;  Elsna  was  born  Sept.  30,    1802,   and    died 
Dec.  29,  1842;  Harriet  was  born  Feb.  11, 1805,  and 
died  Oct.  13,  1885;  Samuel  B.  was  born  Sept.   17, 
1807,   and  died    Sept.  25,  1881;   Amy  was   born 
March  14,  1810,  and  died  June  22,  1883;  John  W. 
was  born  May  8,  1812,  and  died  May  6, 1886;  Har- 
vey B.  was  born  June  11,1816,  and    died    March 
28,  1875;  Eli  S.  was  born  Nov.  22, 1818,  and  is  the 
only  one  now  living;  he  was  married  Feb.  4,  1844, 
to  Phebe   A.  Renyan,    who  died   Aug.  1,    1875. 
Their  family  included  five  children,  namely :  Charles 
A.,  Orin  A.,  Delos,  Harvey  J.  and  Jennie  M. 

The   maternal  grandparents,  Henry    and  Maria 
(Scott)  Pitcher,  were   born  respectively   in    1787 
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and  1788,  in  Johnstown,  N.  Y.,  and  were  married 
in  1812,  the  year  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  in 
which  Grandfather  Pitcher  served  six  months.  In 
1835  he  removed  to  Ohio,  purchasing  a  farm  near 
Painesville  in  1836.  He  died  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber of  the  following  year,  leaving  a  wife  and  eight 
children,  the  latter  bearing  the  names  of  Sally, 
William,  Catherine,  Betsy  E.  (Mrs.  Howd),  John, 
Rhoda,  Andrew  and  Abram.  In  the  spring  of  1838 
the  widow  and  her  family  came  to  this  county  and 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Rome  Township. 
Mrs.  Pitcher,  with  the  assistance  of  her  children 
cleared  the  land  and  built  up  a  good  homestead. 
She  pas?ed  from  earth  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1880,  her  death  being  the  result  of  a  fall.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  drew 
a  pension  from  the  Government,  receiving  in  1879 
the  sum  of  $824.50. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Arcadia, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  26,  1821.  She  came  with 
her  parents  to  the  West,  and  by  her  marriage  with 
Harvey  Howd  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
who  are  named  as  follows:  Amelia,  Henry  W., 
Helen  I.  and  Harvey. 

Henry  W.  Howd  continued  under  the  home  roof 
until  reaching  his  majority,  at  an  early  age  evinc- 
ing uncommon  business  talent,  and  then  starting 
out  for  himself  in  the  spring  of  1870,  he  engaged  as 
a  dealer  in  live  stock,  buying  cattle  and  sheep  which 
he  at  first  drove  to  Toledo.  A  year  later  he  com- 
menced selling  to  parties  who  shipped  stock  to 
Buffalo,  and  added  to  his  transactions  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  fine  horses.  To  these  latter  he  gave  his 
entire  attention  after  a  few  years,  and  no  man  takes 
more  pride  in  his  stables  or  seeks  more  industriously 
to  keep  himself  informed  upon  all  matters  regard- 
ing this  noble  industry.  Although  comparatively 
young  in  years,  he  has  already  attained  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  breeder,  and  the  future  will  probably 
develop  still  greater  results  from  his  labors. 


ON.   MARSHALL  REED    was   elected,   in 

1874,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  to  represent 

this  district  in  the  State  Legislature.     He 

was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county, 

with  whose  interests  he  identified  himself  from  the 
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time  of  his  coming  here,  and  was  considered  emi- 
nently fitted  for  his  responsible  duties.  He  was 
appointed  on  various  important  committees,  and 
endeavored  by  all  honorable  means  to  promote  the 
interests  of  his  constituents.  He  had  for  a  number 
of  years  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  after 
his  term  in  the  Legislature  had  expired,  he  returned 
to  his  home,  feeling  that  he  had  done  his  duty  as 
far  as  his  judgment  guided  him  and  with  the  good- 
will of  those  who  had  thus  honored  him. 

Mr.  Reed  owns  a  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
section  34  in  Cambridge  Township,  and  has  em- 
ployed himself  largely  in  stock-raising,  especially 
for  the  last  few  years.  He  was  born  in  Richmond, 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  21,  1833,  and  came  to 
this  count}^  in  1854.  His  father,  Wheeler  Reed, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  of  New  England  an- 
cestry. He  was  born  in  1788,  and  went  with  his 
parents  when  a  small  boy  to  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  his  father,  Philip  Reed,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers,  taking  up  his  abode  there  in  1795. 
Philip  Reed  opened  up  a  large  farm,  built  a  costly 
mansion  and  accumulated  a  fortune.  Before  his 
death  he  divided  a  portion  of  his  property  among 
his  sons,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them 
settled  comfortably  about  him. 

Philip  Reed  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Reed,  of  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  a  seafarer,  and  was  born  in  1756. 
When  a  boy  he  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  weav- 
er's  trade.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Ver- 
mont, where  he  was  employed  by  one  William 
Fitch  to  teach  his  girls  the  art  of  weaving.  He 
seems  to  have  combined  pleasure  with  business,  as 
he  courted  and  married  the  second  daughter.  In 
1795  he  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  of  whom 
Wheeler,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  young- 
est, left  Paulet,  Vt.,  and  emigrated  with  ox-teams 
to  Richmond,  Ontario  Co.,N.  Y.,  where  three  more 
children  were  born  to  them.  As  soon  as  they  could 
procure  lumber,  they  built  a  shanty,  in  which  they 
lived  three  weeks,  performing  their  culinary  work 
by  the  side  of  a  log  in  the  meantime,  then  moved 
into  a  new  log  house.  In  that  primitive  day  Philip 
Reed  was  considered  a  *^Croesus,"  bringing  with  him 
$3,000.  He  purchased  two  lots  of  land,  paying  fif- 
teen shillings  per  acre,  and  continued  to  add  to  his 
real  estate  until  he  owned  1,500  acres.     In  1804  he 


i 


•^HII^ 


:^i--L| 


li  '  1192 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


built  a  large  brick  mansion,  which  yet  stands  and 
is  inhabited  by  one  of  the  descendants.  He  also 
built  a  grist  or  flouring  mill,  and  a  wool  carding 
and  cloth  manufactory,  which,  for  many  years  were 
known  as  "Reed's  Mills,"  Th6  first  township  meet- 
ing in  Richmond  was  held  April  5,  1796,  when  he 
was  elected  Assessor,  Commissioner  of  Schools,  and 
one  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  During  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  Mr.  Reed  was  a  member  of  the 
militia,  and  fought  under  Gen.  Stark  at  Bennington, 
Yt. 

The  grandmother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Margaret  Fitch,  was  the  second  daughter 
of  William  and  Altie  (Wheeler)  Fitch,  who  were 
married  Oct.  9,  1760.  She  was  born  Nov.  7,  1763, 
and  died  at  Richmond,  N.  Y.,  in  1833. 

Wheeler  Reed,  the  father  of  our  subject,  as  soon 
as  old  enough  to  be  of  service,  occupied  himself  in 
assisting  to  clear  his  father's  farm,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching  his  majority. 
He  then  set  out  on  his  own  account,  and  in  due  time 
had  accumulated  about  1,000  acres  of  good  land, 
and  like  his  honored  father,  lived  to  see  his  sons 
settled  in  comfortable  homes  upon  the  land  which 
he  had  given  them.  He  married  in  early  manhood 
Miss  Margaret  Risdon,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Ontario  County,  and  died  leaving  three  children. 
Mr.  Reed  then  married  Hannah  Risdon,  the  sister 
of  his  first  wife,  and  she  became  the  mother  of  our 
subject.  Of  the  two  marriages  of  Mr.  Reed  there 
were  born  sixteen  children  and  all  but  one  lived  to 
years  of  maturity.  Eleven  yet  survive  and  are 
residents  mostly  of  Michigan.  Wheeler  Reed  de- 
parted this  life  in  1868,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years,  while  the  mother  died  at  the  same  age 
in  1878.  They  were  honest,  hard-working  people, 
active  and  intelligent,  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
their  family  and  kind  and  obliging  neighbors.  Mr. 
Reed  in  early  manhood  identified  himself  with  the 
Whig  party  and  upon  its  abandonment  became  a 
Republican.  He  and  his  aged  partner  were  beloved 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who  hold  their  names 
in  kindly  remembrance. 

Marshall   Reed   was   the   elt_enth  child   in   his 

father's  family  and  the  twin  of  a  sister  who  died 

when  four  years  of  age.    He  continued^on  the  farm, 

'  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  its  various  em- 
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ployments,   and    remained  with    his   parents    until 
reaching  his  majority.     Soon  afterward  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  locating  in  Rome   Township,  pur- 
chased fifty-seven  acres  of  land  and  prepared  to  es- 
tablish a  home.     His  next  important  step  was  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  Nov.   22,  1855,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Julia,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  A.  (Allen)  Barrus,  and  a  native  of  Rome 
Township,  wh^re  she  was  born  Aug.  22,  183y.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York, 
respectively,  and  coming  to  Michigan  during  their 
youth  were  married   in  Rome  Township,  of  which 
they  were  among  the  early  pioneers.  William  Bar- 
rus was  the  son  of  Rev.  William  Barrus,  Sr.,  who 
came  to  this  county  during  its  first  settlement  and 
devoted  himself  to  the  ministry  in  the  Wesleyan 
Church  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years  in  Dane  County,  Wis.     He 
had  removed  there  in  1840  without  means,  and  tak- 
ing up  a  tract  of  land  succeeded  in  accumulating 
a  comfortable  property.     His  wife  also  died  there 
previous  to  his  decease.     The  father  of  Mrs.  Reed 
is  still  living  at  seventy^five  years  of  age  and  makes 
his  home  in  the  city  of  Adrian,  retired  from  active 
labor,  while  the  mother  is  also  living  and  is  two 
years  older  than  her  husband.     Both  enjoy  very 
good  health  and  are  quite  active.     Mrs.  Reed  was 
the  younger  of  the  two  children  born  to  her  par- 
ents and  is  the  only  survivor.    She  was  remarkably 
fond  of  books  when  a  child  and  learned  about  all 
that  could  be  taught  in  the  district  school.     Since 
that  time,  by  a  thorough  course  of  reading,  she  has 
kept  herself  well  informed  and  is  a  remarkably  in- 
telligent lady. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  as  follows:  Frederick  P.  married 
Miss  Elsie  Russell,  and  is  farming  in  Cambridge 
Township;  Alice  C.  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Daniels,  a 
thriving  farmer  of  Rome  Township;  these  two 
taught  in  the  public  schools  before  their  marriage. 
Byron  L.  marrried  Miss  C.  Maude  Willits,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  being  connected 
with  the  United  States  Marine  Service  as  Lieuten- 
ent  of  a  revenue  cutter.  He  has  been  holding  a 
Government  position  for  the  last  eight  years,  oflSici- 
ating  for  a  time  as  Pension  Clerk.  After  accept- 
ing a  cadetship  Mr.  Reed  entered-  the  marine  serv- 
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ice,  to  which  he  seems  most  admirably  adapted. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  labored 
together  in  their  efforts  to  build  up  a  home  for 
themselves  and  their  children,  in  which  they  suc- 
ceeded admirably.  They  have  been  members  of 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  from  nearly  the  time 
of  its  organization  in  Cambridge  Township,  and  Mr. 
Reed  is  accounted  one  of  the  chief  pillars.  He  is  a 
decided  Republican,  politically,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  eleven 
years. 

ARK  A.  CANNON.  This  old  and  hon- 
ored resident  of  Deerfield  Township,  pos- 
sesses a  history  which  will  be  perused  with 
more  than  ordinary  interest.  The  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  early  youth  were  spent  at  the 
modest  home  of  his  father  in  Buckinghamshire, 
England,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
Oct.  11,  1821.  The  Cannon  family  had  been  resi- 
dents of  that  part  of  England  for  several  genera- 
tions, and  Joseph  Cannon,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  spent  his  life  there  from  the  time  of  his 
birth  until  resting  from  his  earthly  labors.  He 
married  a  lady  of  that  county,  and  his  son  George, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner,  and  was  married  near  the  old 
home,  continuing  upon  his  native  soil  until  the 
spring  of  1837. 

At  the  date  mentioned  George  Cannon,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  nine  children,  embarked  on 
a  sailing-vessel  at  London  bound  for  America,  and 
set  foot  upon  the  soil  of  the  New  World  nine  weeks 
later  in  New  York  City.  They  did  not  tarry  at  the 
metropolis,  but  at  once  proceeded  westward  via  the 
Hudson  River  to  Albany,  and  thence  by  the  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo.  At  that  point  they  took  a  lake 
steamer  for  Toledo,  and  from  that  then  unimportant 
town  proceeded  by  rail  until  reaching  Blissfield  in 
.  this  county.  Their  first  stopping-place  was  at 
Kedzie's  Grove,  now  Deerfield,  where  the  father 
rented  a  log  house,  into  which  the  family  removed 
and  lived  there  until  the  following  spring. 

George  Cannon,  in  the  spring  of  1838,  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  10,  Deer- 
field Township,  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of  $200- 


During  the  winter  preceding,  he  and  his  sons  had 
sawed  lumber  enough  with  a  whip-saw  to  build  a 
small  frame  house,  which  they  now^  erected    upon 
their  land.     This  latter  was  heavy  timber  as  was  all 
the  country  surrounding,  but  they  cleared  a  small 
area  around  the  dwelling,  and  not  having  any  team, 
put  in  with  a  spade   their  first   crop  of   corn.     At 
this  time  deer,   squirrels,  turkeys,  coons  and  other 
wild  game  were  plentiful.     These  not  having  been 
frightened  by  the  inroads  of  civilization,  were  quite 
tame,  and  the  coons  especially  were  far  too  familiar 
in  the  vicinity   of    the   corn    crop,   which,  if  not 
watched  very  closely,  they  would  entirely  destroy. 
The  second   year  of   their  residence    here   Mr. 
Cannon  contracted  to  clear  ten  acres  of  land   for 
anotherlparty,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  a  yoke 
of  oxen.     Hitherto  he  had  done  his    farming  and 
marketing  in  a  very  laborious  manner,  without  any 
team,  working  with  the  hoe  and  spade  and  carrying 
his  produce  on  his  back  from  Kedzie's  Grove  two 
miles  through  the  woods,  while  the  family   provis- 
ions   which   they   were   obliged  to  purchase    were 
transported  in  the  same  manner.      A  few  years  of 
resolute  and  continuous  labor,  however,  effected  a 
material  change  in  their  condition  and  their   hard- 
ships were  greatly  lessened.     George  Cannon  lived 
to  accumulate  a   good   property,  and  witness  the 
development  of   the  country  around  him    from  a 
wilderness  into   fertile  fields   and  valuable  home* 
steads.     In  1864  he  sold  his  farm,  and  retiring  from 
active  labor,    took  up   his  residence   in  Blissfield, 
where  he  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of   seventy *five 
years.     He  had  married  near  his  childhood    home 
in  Buckinghamshire,  England,  Miss  Ann  Saunders, 
who  was  also  of   English  birth  and  ancestry,  and 
who  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Blissfield  in 
the  year  1883. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
twelve  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living  and  resi- 
dents  of  Blissfield.  Mark  A.  was  in  the  sixteenth 
year  of  his  age  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with 
his  father's  family.  He  remembers  well  the  old 
home  in  Buckinghamshire  and  the  incidents  con- 
nected with  the  preparations  for  the  long  voyage  to 
America.  He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the 
land  around  their  cabin  home,  and  delighted  in 
hunting,  by  this  means  keeping  the  family  wellsup- 
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plied  with  the  choicest  of  wild  meat.  When  twenty - 
four  years  old,  desirous  of  a  change  of  scene  and 
occupation,  he  engaged  to  work  on  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad,  but  a  year  later  met  with  an  accident  in 
the  breaking  of  his  leg,  which  incapacitated  him  for 
active  labor  for  nearly  two  years  thereafter.  In 
the  meantime  he  occupied  his  time  in  school  and 
when  able  to  work  again  went  to  Adrian  and 
learned  cabinet-making.  He  worked  there  three 
years,  then  repaired  to  Blissfield,  and  was  occupied 
at  his  trade  until  1862.  He  was  now  in  possession 
of  some  means,  and  in  company  with  a  cousin,  Ed- 
win Cannon,  he  bought  a  steam  sawmill  which  had 
been  built  on  his  father's  farm,  to  which  he  removed 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber;  a  few 
years  later  he  purchased  the  interest  of  his  cousin 
and  became  sole  proprietor.  In  1870  he  purchased 
land  adjacent  to  the  homestead  and  built  his 
house. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Cannon  had  been  married 
twenty  years,  Miss  Susan  Camp  having  beciome  the 
sharer  of  his  fortunes  on  the  17th  of  November, 
1850.  Mrs.  Cannon  was  born  in  Port  Bay,  Wayne 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  19, 1827,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  Camp,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  Isaac  Camp,  a  physician  and  surgeon 
of  good  repute,  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth  and  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  During  the  dark 
days  of  that  struggle  he  was  a  warm  friend  and  ad- 
visor of  Gen.  Washington,  who  frequently  extended 
to  him  his  confidence.  He  met  with  many  narrow 
escapes  during  his  seven  years  of  army  life,  and 
fought  in  the  ranks  with  the  common  soldiers,  and 
at  the  close  of  each  engagement  applied  himself  to 
the  care  of  the  wounded.  He  was  under  fire  in 
three  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  was  always  at  his  post  with  his  weapons  of 
defense  when  his  self-imposed  duties  to  the 
wounded  would  permit.  After  the  war  he  settled 
in  Connecticut,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

Daniel  Camp  migrated  to  Canada  when  a  young 
man  and  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  establishing  a 
shop  and  becoming  very  successful.  lie  purchased 
two  farms  in  the  Dominion,  and  in  1812  was 
drafted  into  British  army.  He  could  not,  however, 
1  f  take  up  arms  against  ihose  with  whom  his   father 


had  fought,  and  refusing  to  serve,  was  confined  in 
prison  upon  a  diet  of  bread  and  water.  Upon  the 
first  opportunity  he  deserted  and  came  over  into 
the  States.  H»s  large  landed  property  was  confis- 
cated and  he  settled  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
became  owner  of  a  part  of  the  land  now  included 
within  the  public  square  of  that  city,  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  salt.  Upon  leaving  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country  he  purchased  a  farm  at  Port 
Bay,  in  Wayne  County,  where  he  resided  until  June 
1837,  then  set  out  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Cannon  assisted  in  building 
the  first  railroad  from  Toledo  to  Adrian,  upon 
which  ran  the  first  steam  cars  within  the  State  limits. 
His  first  venture  into  this  section  had  been  made 
alone,  but  the  year  following  he  returned  to  the 
Empire  State  after  his  family.  He  rented  a  farm  in 
Deerfield  Township,  this  county,  two  years,  then 
purchased  forty  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  10. 
Like  most  of  the  pioneers,  his  first  business  was  to 
put  up  a  log  house  and  his  next  was  the  commence- 
ment at  clearing  the  land,  which  process  was  carried 
on  in  the  most  laborious  manner.  Daniel  Camp 
was  permitted  to  live  until  building  up  a  good 
homestead,  and  accumulated  real  estate  until  he 
became  owner  of  200  acres  in  Deerfield  Township 
besides  eighty  acres  in  Barry  County.  He  spent 
his  last  days  at  the  homestead,  his  death  taking 
place  Nov.  11,1 848,  when  he  was  sixty-four  years 
of  age. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Cannon,  formerly  Miss  Polly 
Bailey,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  was  the  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Bailey,  and  the  fourth  in  descent  from 
John  Bailey,  an  Englishman  by  birth  and  ancestry. 
In  the  earlj^  history  of  New  England  he  came  to 
this  country  with  his  two  brothers  and  settled  in 
Scituate,  Mass.  On  her  mother's  side,  Mrs.  Can- 
non is  the  fifth  in  descent  from  John  Howard,  her 
maternal  grandmother  having  been  Sylvia  Howard. 
John  Howard  also  came  to  this  country  from  England 
and  Mrs.  Polly  Camp  was  also  related  to  Gen. 
Howard  by  a  Bailey  on  his  mother's  side.  The 
Baileys  and  Howards  intermarried  freely  and  were 
both  a  very  superior  class  of  people.  They  filled 
many  places  of  trust,  and  furnished  to  the  country 
ministers,  lawyers  and  doctors,  while  they  also  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  munufacturing  and  agricultural 
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pursuits.  The}^  formerly  owned  slaves,  but  volun- 
tarily freed  them  before  the  question  of  emancipa- 
tion was  agitated  to  any  extent.  They  were  strictly 
temperate  and  upright  in  their  habits,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence, were  long-lived,  many  of  them  reaching 
eighty  and  even  ninety  years,  while  the  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Cannon  reached  the  almost  unprec- 
edented age  of  one  hundred  and  eight  years.  Mrs. 
Polly  Camp  died  at  her  home  in  Deerfield,  this 
county,  when  about  seventy-eight  years  of  age. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cannon  there  were  born  five 
children,  of  whom  but  three  are  living,  namely: 
George,  a  resident  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada; 
Delia,  the  wife  of  Allen  McKee,  of  Danville,  Ky., 
and  Frank  E.,  who  is  engaged  in  house-building  at 
Louisville,  that  State.  Winfield,  who  was  born 
Nov.  22,  1854,  died  on  the  13th  of  May,  1878,  and 
Earl  L.,  who  was  born  April  19, 1863,  died  September 
7  of  the  following  year. 

In  the  early  part  of  1888  the  dwelling  of  Mr. 
Cannon,  which  he  and  his  estimable  wife  had  occu- 
pied so  many  years,  and  to  which  they  had  grown 
so  strongly  attached  by  the  associations  which 
lingered  around  it,  was  destroyed  by  fire  with  much 
of  its  contents.  Neiglibors  and  friends  from  far 
and  near  rallied  in  the  endeavor  to  save  the  noble 
old  structure, but  it  slowly  dissolved  before  their  eyes, 
the  flames  resisting  all  efforts  to  subdue  them.  There 
was  upon  it  a  reasonable  amount  of  insurance  and 
many  of  the  valuable  personal  effects  of  the  family 
were  saved.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  still  a  mystery, 
as  the  Cannons,  with  the  forethought  which  is  a 
characteristic  of  their  race,  have  always  used  the 
greatest  precaution  in  regard  to  fire.  They  are 
making  preparations  to  rebuild,  and  the  new  resi- 
dence will  be  put  up  under  the  supervision  of  their 
son  Frank,  of  Louisville. 


IkM  A'A'l'HEW    B.    McCONNEL,    of    Adrian 

Township,  came   to  this  county  over  fifty 

years  ago,  when  a  youth  of  nineteen  years. 

He  looked  upon  the  face  of  the  country  in 

this  section  when  very  little  of   the  sod  had   been 

turned  by  the  plowshare,  and  there  were  fe»v  evi- 
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deuces  of  civilization.  He  is  consequently  one  of 
those  privileged  characters  who  were  permitted  to 
note  the  wonderful  changes  passing  like  a  panorama 
before  the  eye,  and  the  result  of  which  could  only  be 
a  source  of  the  deepest  gratification  to  any  man  at  all 
interested  in  the  spot  where  he  purposed  making 
his  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Amsey  L.  McConnel, 
a  native  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  spent  his  child- 
hood and  youth  in  the  Empire  State,  and  became 
the  owner  of  100  acres  of  land.  He  operated  upon 
this  until  1831,  then  sold  out  and  cultivated  rented 
land  until  the  spring  of  1833.  Upon  coming  to 
Michigan  he  took  up  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  of  the 
land  which  our  subject  now  occupies,  and  first  put- 
ting up  a  log  house  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
family,  proceeded  with  the  improvement  of  his  pur- 
chase. He  was  fairly  prospered,  and  the  following 
3' ear  added  a  large  barn  to  the  group  of  primitive 
buildings,  while  as  time  passed  on  he  was  enabled 
to  surround  himself  and  family  with  the  comforts 
of  life,  and  here  passed  his  last  days,  his  death  tak- 
ing place  about  1836,  when  he  was  forty-five  years 
of  age. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Matthew 
McConnel  by  name,  settled  in  New  York  State  at 
an  early  day,  and  purchased  600  acres  of  land  for 
an  old  coat.  He  brought  a  portion  of  this  to  a  fair 
state  of  cultivation,  and  spent  his  last  days  near  the 
city  of  Elmira,  at  which  place  his  death  occurred 
when  he  had  arrived  at  an  advanced  age.  Grand- 
mother Ludlam  was  aged  seventy-four  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  They  became  the  parents  of  a  large 
family  of  children,  and  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Matthew  McConnel  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  before  her  marriage 
was  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Henry  Beers,  of 
New  Jersey,  where  she  was  born  and  reared  to 
womanhood.  Of  her  union  with  Amsey  McConnel 
there  were  born  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  years.  Matthew  B.  remained  under  the 
home  roof  with  the  exception  of  one  year  until 
reaching  his  majority,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father  he  assumed  charge  of  the  property,  which 
he  still  retains,  and  for  which  he  has  the  affection  quite 
natural  under  the  circumstances.     To  this  old  home 
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he  brought  a  bride  in  the  spring  of  1838,  being 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  Soop,  wlio  was  born  in 
New  York,  and  became  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  but  five  are  now  living,  namely: 
Maria,  the  wife  of  Henry  Brazee ;  David,  a  resident 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich. ;  Madison,  a  resident  of 
this  county;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Eugene  Westfall,  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  Dora,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Marsh,  of  Bpringville.  Those  deceased  were 
Rachel,  who  died  young,  and  Matthew,  the  twin 
brother  of  Madison.  Mrs.  Hannah  McConnel  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  at  Adrian  Township,  in 
February,  1862,  at  forty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  McConnel,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Moody,  the  sister  of  the  fii'st  wife,  but  she 
lived  only  about  two  months  after  her  wedding. 
The  third  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Jan.  6,  1864,  was  Miss  Harriet,  who  was  born 
in  Tecumseh,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Peter  McCol- 
lum,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  son  of  Moses 
McCoDum,  of  that  State,  both  farmers  by  occupa- 
tion. Moses  McCollum  married  a  Miss  Burke,  aiid 
Peter  married  Miss  Mary  Nesbit,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  The  wedding  of  the  latter  took  place  in 
LeRoy,  N.  Y.,  and  they  came  to  Michigan  in  1828. 
Peter  McCollum  took  up  a  tract  of  land  of  large 
extent  from  a  Mr.  Woodworth,  who  sold  very  rea- 
sonably in  order  to  encourage  emigration,  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  It  contained  a  log  cabin, 
and  in  this  humble  dwelling  Mrs.  McConnel  was 
born  Oct.  12,  1829.  Afterward  Mr.  McCollum 
erected  another  home,  and  under  its  roof  he 
breathed  his  last  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
The  mother  survived  fifteen  years,  her  death  taking 
place  at  Franklin  when  she  was  eighty -six  years  of 
age.  The  McCollum  household  included  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  .six  are  now  living  and  residents  of 
Michigan. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McConnel  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Susan  J.  was  born  March  14^ 
1865,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Nathan  W.  Simons,  a 
flourishing  grocer  of  Adrian ;  Joseph  was  born  Jan. 
12,  1867,  and  died  Jan.  10,  1873;  Eugene  K 
was  born  June  24, 1869,  and  continues  at  home  with 
his  parents,  working  on  the  farm  and  completing  his 
studies.  David  and  Matthew  McConnel,  during 
the  late  war,  served  as  Union  soldiers,  the  former 


in  the  7th  Michigan  Cavalry,  the  latter  in  the  11th. 
Mr.  McConnel  having  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
the  farm  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture 
in  all  its  details,  and  has  aimed  to  keep  up  the  repu- 
tation of  the  estate  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of 
his  honored  father.  The  latter,  in  early  days  a 
Whig,  later  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  of  which  the  son  is  also  one  of  the  stanchest 
supporters.  The  love  of  freedom,  and  the  belief 
that  it  is  the  natural  inheritance  of  man,  was  born 
and  reared  in  him,  and  nothing  but  a  miracle  could 
bring  about  a  change  in  his  political  views.  He 
has  never,  however,  aspired  to  oflBice,  but  has  been 
content  in  exerting  a  silent  influence  in  the  little 
circle  of  his  own  neighborhood,  and  doing  good  in 
all  directions  as  he  has  opportunity.  He  possesses 
in  a  marked  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  neighbors,  who  regard  him  as  an  old  landmark, 
whose  place,  when  he  has  departed  hence,  it  will  be 
diflacult  to  fill. 

^^  HARLES  BURRIDGE,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
(l(  ^  and  attorney -at-law  at  Tecumseh,  was  born 
^^/J  in  the  city,  of  London,  England,  Jan.  5, 
1837.  His  father,  William  Burridge,  a  native  of 
the  same  place,  married  Miss  Louisa  Steele,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  youngest.  The  family  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1852,  when  Charles 
was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years.  They  settled  first  in 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  not  long  afterward 
came  to  Michigan,  and  after  a  brief  stay  at  White 
Pigeon  and  Constantine,  came  to  this  county. 

Our  subject  not  long  afterward  went  on  a  pleas- 
ure trip  to  Kentucky,  by  way  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  upon  his  return  to  this  county  attended 
school  and  finally  developed  into  a  teacher.  This 
occupation  he  pursued  three  winters,  and  then 
entered  the  State  University,  where  he  took  a  two- 
years  course.  This  considerably  depleted  his  purse, 
and  he  became  the  employe  of  William  Hayden^ 
taking  charge  of  his  warehouse  in  Tecumseh,  and 
dealing  in  flour,  mill  feed  and  Innaber.  Two  years 
later  he  entered  the  law  office  of  C.  B.  Wood  as 
clerk,  and  continued  with  him,  finally  as  partner, 
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until  1879.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
a  period  of  eight  years,  and  as  Village  Recorder 
nine  years  in  succession.  Mr.  Burridge  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Village  Trustee  contin- 
uously many  years,  and  otherwise  been  prominent 
in  public  affairs. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  July,  1867,  to  Miss 
Harriet  M.  Blinn,  of  Tecum seh,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  and  was  brought  to  Michigan  by  her 
parents  when  an  infant  of  six  months.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  three  children — Walter 
C,  Mary  L.  and  Charles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  after  being  graduated 
from  the  State  University,  and  still  gives  his  atten- 
tion to  the  practice  of  law  in  connection  with  his 
duties  as  Justice. 

JOHN  WOODFORD,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Madison  Township,  is  pleasantly  located  on 
section  4,  where  he  is  industriously  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  independent  calling. 
He  is  a  son  of  Noah  N.  and  Charlotte  Woodford, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  The 
parents  removed  to  Lenawee  County  prior  to  their 
marriage,  and  both  settled  in  Adrian.  There  the 
father  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  also 
occupied  in  keeping  a  boarding-house  and  running 
a  brickyard.  He  subsequently  settled  in  Hillsdale, 
where  he  continued  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  '^mine 
host"  for  a  time,  and  thence  removed  to  Madison 
Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lived 
until  fifty-three.  During  that  year  he  went  over- 
land to  California,  and  was  absent  about  a  year  and 
again  returned  to  this  county.  In  1859  he  again 
crossed  the  plains  to  California,  and  was  absent  in 
the  land  of  gold  for  about  three  years.  Returning 
to  this  county,  he  remained  here  until  1864,  when 
he  made  a  third  trip  to  California,  remaining  there 
about  two  years.  During  the  period  in  which  he 
was  in  the  latter  State,  he  was  occupied  for  three 
years  in  keeping  a  hotel.  In  1866,  Noah  Wood- 
ford came  to  this  county  and  located  again  in  Madi- 
son Township,  and  energetically  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  chosen  vocation  until  his  death, 
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which  event  occurred  April  14,  1881.  His  good 
wife  died  Feb.  20,  1859.  Six  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 

John  Woodford  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of 
his  parents'  children,  and  first  saw  light  in  Hillsdale, 
Mich.,  May  18,  1846.  He  was  reared  mostly  on  a 
farm, "and  after  attaining  the  age  of  manhood,  he 
was  for  about  four  years  employed  as  a  section  hand 
on  a  railroad.  He  accompanied  his  father  twice 
across  the  plains  of  California  in  1859  and  1864, 
and  assisted  him  for  three  years  in  running  his 
hotel  in  that  State.  Mr.  Woodford  is  the  owner  of 
forty  acres  of  the  old  homestead  in  Madison  Town- 
ship, and  is  meeting  with  success  in  his  vocation. 
He  was  married  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  Sept.  22,  1868, 
to  Miss  Mary  L.  Thurber,  who  was  born  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.,  Dec.  22,  1852.  Her  parents 
were  Caleb  and  Louisa  (Houghton)  Thurber,  and 
both  are  deceased.  Six  children  were  born  to 
them,  all  of  whom  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  ma- 
turity, and  Mrs.  Woodford  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth.  The  union  of  our  subject  with  Miss 
Thurber  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren, and  their  household  saddened  by  the  death  of 
one,  Charlie  C,  who  died  when  sixteen  years  old. 
Frankie  H.  lives  at  home.  In  politics,  Mr.  Wood- 
ford is  a  Democrat. 


FREDERICK  G.  BEAGLE,  late  of  Blissfield 
Township,  was  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany, 
and  born  Feb.  11,  1834.  His  parents, 
George  and  Barbara  Beagle,  were  natives  of  the 
same  Grand  Duchy,  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1847.  They  came  immediately  to  Michigan,  where 
their  son,  Frederick  G.,  grew  to  manhood  and 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
for  a  time,  was  afterward  employed  as  a  clerk,  and 
finally  opened  a  store  of  general  merchandise.  By 
the  exercise  of  economy  and  prudence  he  made 
very  good  headway,  and  during  the  war  conducted 
a  flourishing  grocery  trade. 

He  finally  developed  into  a  prominent  dealer  in 
wheat,  wool  and  fruit,  and  is  said  to  have  done 
more  business  and  worked  harder  than  any  man  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county.     On  the  12th  of 
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November,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
C„  daughter  of  Christopher  Beagle,  of  Adrian,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  seven  children. 
Mrs.  Beagle  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec.  28, 
1833,  and  came  to  Blissfield  with  her  parents  in 
1836,  her  father  being  one  of  the  first  German 
settlers  of  this  part  of  the  country.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Evangelical  Church  of 
Adrian,  and  also  of  Blissfield.  The  parental  family 
included  four  children:  Justina  married  John 
Brooker,  and  died  at  South  Bend,  Ind. ;  Caroline  is 
*  the  wife  of  Charles  Myers,  of  Adrian ;  Mary  died 
in  Blissfield  some  years  ago.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  at  Adrian  on  the  24th  of  January,  1849, 
and  Mr.  Beagle  married  the  second  time  and  be- 
came the  father  of  seven  more  children.  Politic- 
ally he  was  always  a  Republican.  Of  the  seven 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  G.  Beagle, 
the  record  is  as  follows :  Catherine  is  the  wife  of 
D.  P.  Wheeler,  of  East  Saginaw ;  Charles  L.  is  a 
resident  of  Detroit;  Ella  died  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1876,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  j^ears;  Ida,  Mrs.  Dr. 
G.  G.  Mosher,  lives  in  Kansas  City;  Mary  is  at 
home;  Frederick  is  a  resident  of  Jackson,  and  Bur- 
ton H.,  of  Kalamazoo,  this  State.  Mr.  Beagle 
departed  this  life  on  the  22d  of  February,  1888, 
and  his  widow  occupies  a  comfortable  home,  the 
result  of  his  forethought  and  industry. 

JOHN  W.  ALLEN.  Few  passing  through 
Rollin  Township  on  the  main  road  leading 
from  Quaker  fail  to  observe  the  valuable  and 
well-apppointed  homestead  which  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  section  20,  and  denotes  on  all 
sides  the  hand  of  thrift  and  prosperity.  The  Allen 
farm,  by  a  process  of  careful  cultivation  and  the 
exercise  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means,  is 
one  of  the  most  desirable  in  that  section  of  country. 
The  fields  are  conveniently  laid  off  and  enclosed 
with  neat  fences,  and  the  farm  buildings,  erected  in 
modern  style,  are  all  that  could  be  reasonably  re- 
quired by  the  progressive  agriculturist.  The  pro- 
prietor came  to  Southern  Michigan  fifty -four  years 
ago,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  then 
has  bent  his  energies  to  the  establishment  of  a  good 
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home,  while  he  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the 
welfare  of  the  people  around  him,  and  has  aided 
in  all  good  works  and  purposes  to  the  best  of  his 
ability.  He  possesses  excellent  judgment,  and  a  good 
practical  education,  and  has  been  uniformly  fortu- 
nate in  his  labors  and  investments. 

The  Allen  family  traces  its  ancestry  to  Scotland. 
The  first  representatives  in  this  country  of  whom 
the  record  is  preserved  settled  in  New  York  State, 
where  Joseph  S.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Aug.  5,  1805,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood.  He  married  Miss  Lucinda 
Robbins,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1834,  taking  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Rollin  Township,  upon 
which  he  lived  and  labored  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  25th  of  April,  1883.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  John  Allen,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  one  of  the  New  England  States  Oct.  20,  1774, 
and  died  on  a  farm  in  White  Creek,  N.  Y.,  when 
eighty-four  years  of -age.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  and  the  family  was  connected  with  the 
ancestors  of  Horace  Greeley.  John  Allen,  Jr., 
married  Miss  Rosanna  Stewart,  who  was  born  July 
1,  1782,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
years. 

Mrs.  Lucinda  Allen,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Shaftsbury,  Yt.,  May  31,  1806,  and 
died  at  the  homestead  in  Rollin  Township,  April 
28,  1870.  Of  her  marriage  with  Joseph  S.  Allen 
there  were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Hassan  D.  during  the  late  war  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  enlisting  toward 
its  close,  in  1864,  and  died  in  the  Joe  Holt  hos- 
pital, at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  on  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865.  David  H.  resides  in  Rollin  Town- 
ship. 

John  Allen  continued  a  member  of  the  parental 
household  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then 
purchasing  a  tract  of  wild  land  of  his  grandfather 
immediately  set  about  its  improvement  and  culti- 
vation. He  wisely  refrained  from  taking  upon 
himself  the  responsibilities  of  a  family  until  he  had 
laid  the  foundations  for  a  good  home,  and  after 
diligently  laboring  five  years  upon  his  little  farm, 
was  united  in  marriage  on  the  15th  day  of 
March,  I860,  to  one  of  the  most  amiable  young 
ladies   of    Prairie    du    Sac,  Wis.,  Miss    Mary    J., 


«#^i-#-4« 


t 


»^* 


LENAWEE  COUNTY. 


— «► 

1199 


U 


daughter  of  Bethuel  and  Hannah  (Robinson)  New- 
comb,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  Quebec, 
Canada,  respectively.  The  father  was  born  Feb. 
11,  1810,  and  the  mother  June  28,  1818.  They 
were  married  at  Stanstead,  Canada,  June  5,  1838, 
and  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Laura  died  in  infancy;  Mary  N.  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Laura  Ann  married  George  Rob- 
bins,  and  resides  in  Omaha,  Neb. ;  and  John  I. 
married  Delia  Chrisler,  and  is  a  manufacturer,  of 
Lodi,  Wis.  Mrs.  Hannah  (Robinson)  Newcomb 
died  at  her  home  in  West  Point,  Wis.,  March  22, 
1 870,  aged  fif ty -two  years ;  while  the  father,  Bethuel 
Newcomb,  is  at  present  making  his  home  with 
his  son  John  L,  in  Lodi,  Wis.,  aged  seventy-eight 
years,  and  is  a  remarkably  well-preserved  man. 

Bethuel  Newcomb  traces  his  lineage  back  to  Capt. 
Andrew  Newcomb,  who  emigrated*  from  the  west 
of  England,  probably  Devonshire,  to  Massachusetts. 
The  date  of  his  arrival  in  this  country  is  not  defi- 
nitely known,  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  he  was 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  New  England.  First 
mention  of  him  is  made  in  1663,  in  Boston,  where 
he  and  his  wife  Grace  resided.  In  the  '*  Genealogy 
of  the  Newcomb  Family,"  a  compiled  work  by 
John  B.  Newcomb,  of  Elgin,  111.,  is  found  the  direct 
ancestral  line,  along  which  Mary  Newcomb  Allen  is 
of  the  eighth  generation.  Hannah  C,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Metcalfe)  Robinson,  was  of  English 
parentage.  Her  father  was  born  in  London,  Aug. 
13,  1787,  and  died  in  Stanstead,  Quebec,  Aug.  13, 
1869.  just  eighty -two  years  old.  Mrs.  Newcomb's 
mother,  Mary  (Metcalfe)  Robinson,  was  born  in 
Middleham,  Yorkshire,  Sept.  14,  1793,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Metcalfe,  Rector  of  St.  John's, 
Middleham,  and  a  descendant  of  the  old  family  of 
Metcalfe,  of  Metcalfe  Towers,  in  Wensleydale. 
Sir  Thomas  Metcalfe,  the  founder  of  this  family, 
was  one  of  the  Knights  of  Richard  the  Third .  Dr. 
Nicholas  Metcalfe,  Third  Master  of  St.  John's  ,Col- 
h^ge,  Cambridge,  and  Lord  Metcalfe,  at  one  time 
Governor  of  Canada,  were  also  descendants  of  this 
house.  Metcalfe  Towers  are  among  the  finest  views 
in  England,  and  their  study  gives  much  interest  in 
connection  with  feudal  times.  The  crest  and  motto 
of  this  family  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Ralph 
If     Metcalfe  Canfield,  of  Stanstead,  Quebec. 

m-^^ ^ ^ 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  there  were  born  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Stella  A* 
was^born  Oct.  10,  1861,  and  married  C.  C.  Fuller, 
of  Rollin  Township;  she  has  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Roxie  M.  Grace  R.  was  born  May  5,  1865,  and 
completed  her  education  at  Raisin  Valley  Seminary, 
she  is  at  present  in  Herkimer,  N.  Y.,  on  a  visit. 
Bertha  H.  was  born  Feb.  18,  1868,  and  like  her 
sisters  took  a  course  in  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  and 
is  now  occupied  as  a  teacher  in  Medina  Township; 
Maude  E.  w^as  born  March  4,  1870,  and  died  Aug. 
24,  1872.  Lizzie  L.  was  born  May  17,  1876,  and 
is  still  attending  the  district  school. 

Noble  lineage  has  done  much  for  Mary  (New- 
comb) Allen,  but  ''good  familj^ "  and  worthy  pres- 
tige does  not  always  prove  a  blessing.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  has  rightfully  engaged  every  oppor- 
tunity for  doing  good,  has  brightened  the  talents 
with  which  she  was  endowed,  and  shows  conclu- 
sively that  one  can  be  "  pure,  womanly,"  and  yet 
in  the  van  in  all  questions  of  importance.  She 
never  misses  an  opportunity  for  expressing  her 
opinion  on  the  all  important  subject  of  temperance, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  are  straight  out-and- 
out  party  Prohibitionists.  Her  words  give  no  un- 
certain sound,  since  whatever  she  says  on  this  theme, 
whether  in  newspapers,  social  clubs,  or  neighbor- 
hood circles,  is  easily  understood.  Indeed,  every 
question  of  reform,  every  topic  having  the  uplift- 
ing of  humanity  for  its  object,  has  for  Mrs.  Allen  a 
livel}"  interest.  The  farmer's  clubs  are  frequently 
enlivened  by  her  sprightly,  timely  articles,  which 
she  reads  in  excellent  taste;  the  newspapers  of 
Lenawee  County  know  full  well  the  value  of  articles 
signed  ''  M.  N.  A."  and  a  larger  circle  of  readers 
for  years  have  been  interested  in  the  pithy  stories 
and  lively  sketches  of  "Aunt  Mary,"  who,  whether 
she  ''  lisps  in  numbers,"  or  writes  in  prose,  has  always 
something  worth  saying,  and  says  it  well.  And 
after  the  verse  or  theme  is  finished  Mrs.  Allen,  the 
neighbor,  the  friend,  the  humane  sj^mpathizer,  is 
ready  with  the  kind  word,  the  timely  advice,  or  the 
helpful  hint  so  oftentimes  needed.  And  through  it 
all,  under  it  all,  and  over  it  all,  this  busy  little 
woman  has  for  her  kindred  the  liveliest  assistance. 
No  project  of  her  daughters  regarding  self-improve- 
ment that  does  not  find  a  responsive  echo  in  the 
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mother's  heart,  no  word  of  cheer,  or  syllable  of  en- 
couragement, is  withheld  from  her  husband  in  plans 
for  their  mutual  weal.  She  is  also  Secretary  of  the 
Western  Lenawee  and  Eastern  Hillsdale  Horticult- 
ural Society.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  are  mem- 
bers, together  with  their  children,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Allen  has  officiated 
as  Class-Leader,  and  is  one  of  the  chief  pillars. 

The  homestead  of  our  subject  is  familiarly  known 
as  the  "Hillsdale  Farm,"  of  RoUin  Township,  on 
account  of  its  peculiarly  pleasant  and  desirable 
location.  Mr.  Allen  has  taken  much  interest  in 
fruit-growing,  and  has  a  flourishing  peach  orchard 
of  1,500  trees,  which  usually  produce  abundantly 
of  this  rich  fruit. 


E~  NOS  CANNIFF,  a  pioneer  of  Hudson  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Knowlesville,  Orleans  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Feb.  11,  1822,  being  the  son  of 
John  Canniff,  one  of  the  first  settlers  there,  and  one 
of  the  first  to  buy  land  from  the  Holland  Purchase 
Company.  He  superintended  the  excavation  of  the 
Erie  Canal  through  that  section,  and  met  his  death 
by  drowning  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  about  1830.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Lydia  (Morse)  Canniff, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  daughter  of  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Monroe  County,  Mich. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  mother  of 
our  subject  resided  with  her  sisters  in  Orleans  and 
Monroe  Counties  until  1839.  In  the  meantime  she 
visited  the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  purchased 
land  in  what  is  now  Wheatland,  Hillsdale  County. 
She  located  in  Pittsford  in  1839,  and  resided  with 
her  son  Stephen  until  her  second  marriage,  with 
John  Bird,  and  thereafter  lived  in  Clayton  until  her 
death. 

Our  subject  was  eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death.  He  lived  with  an  uncle  a  year 
and  then  with  Alpheus  Phelps  near  Knowlesville, 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
mostly  during  the  winter  season.  In  the  fall  of 
1839,  he  came  with  his  mother  to  Michigan,  but 
subsequently  returned  to  New  York  State,  spend- 
ing part  of  the  time  there  and  a  part  of  the  time  in 
Michigan  until  locating  in  Richfield,  where   he  en- 


gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms  two  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Hudson,  where  he  has  since  continued.  He  was 
an  Abolitionist  from  his  earliest  recollection  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Republican  party  in  this 
State.  Early  in  1864  he  purchased  the  Sentinel, 
the  first  journal  ever  published  in  Hudson,  which 
he  conducted  until  after  the  election  of  Oov.  Bing- 
ham, then  sold  out. 

Mr.  Canniff  has  officiated  as  Supervisor  of  Hud- 
son Township,  was  the  first  Street  Commissioner 
and  the  first  Marshal  of  the  village,  and  in  1883 
was  appointed  Postal  Clerk  from  Granger,  Wyo.,  to 
Huntington,  Ore.  He  ran  the  first  mail  train 
passing  over  the  route,  and  after  his  service  of  two 
years  in  this  capacity,  was  made  Deputy  Postmaster 
of  Weiser,  Idaho,  when,  after  serving  satisfactorily, 
he  returned  East. 

Hudson  was  but  a  hamlet  when  Mr.  Canniff  first 
came  to  this  vicinity.  Here  he  has  invested  a  large 
share  of  his  capital,  erecting  several  dwellings  and 
being  generally  interested  in  its  progress.  He  was 
married,  on  the  15th  of  May,  1842,  to  Miss  Lucy  B. 
Pastes,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  daughter 
of  Sylvanus  and  Ruth  (Ramsdell)  Estes,  pioneers  of 
Lenawee  and  Hillsdale  Counties.  This  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  four  children :  Emma,  the 
wife  of  W.  W.  Carter,  of  Hudson;  Ida,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Tower,  of  Union  City;  Alena,  the  School  Inspector 
of  Hudson,  and  Rosa,  a  teacher  at  Union  City.  The 
latter  was  Census  Enumerator  of  Hudson  in  1880. 


^l^ICHOLAS  AMOS  PAGE  was  born  in  the 

11  1)1  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Yor^,  June  23,  1817.  His 
/i\^^  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Page,  came  to  this 
country  a  mere  boy,  having  been  born  in  England, 
and  settled  in  New  London,  Conn.,  about  the  year 
1765.  But  little  is  known  of  his  ancestors;  it  is 
clear,  however,  that  he  was  in  possession  of  large 
wealth  which  has  been  the  means  of  much  specula- 
tion among  his  descendants. 

This  property  consisted  of  land  lying  in  and  near 
the  city  of  London,  England.  Schooled  for  a 
physician,  but  not  liking  the  profession,  he  upon 
reaching  manhood  constructed  a  home  from  a  large 
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tract  of  land,  but  in  his  later  years  lost  the  whole  of 
it  on  account  of  an  imperfect  title.  He  married  a 
lady  by  the  name  of  Ames,  who  was  said  to  be  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  families  who  came  to 
this  country  in  the  Mayflower  that  landed  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers  on  Plymouth  Rock  in  1620.  Jere- 
miah Page  followed  the  sea  as  Captain  of  one  of 
the  vessels  which  sailed  between  the  Colonies  and 
the  mother  country. 

On  the  New  London  farm  Dobson  Page  was 
born  in  the  year  1780,  and  removed  with  his  father 
and  family  when  seventeen  years  of  age  to  the 
town  of  Columbus,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
resided  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  then  left 
those  frosty  hills  where  the  pioneer  had  to  struggle 
so  hard  to  secure  sufficient  food  to  make  life  enjoy- 
able, and  went  to  New  York  City,  and  engaged  in 
boating  on  the  Hudson  River,  between  New  York 
and  Albany.  In  1814  he  was  married  to  Evelina 
8.  Hall,  who  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  on  the 
7th  of  June,  1797.  Her  parents,  Prince  Bryant 
and  Abigail  Hall,  were  from  Massachusetts,  and 
settled  in  St.  Albans  at  an  early  day.  Prince  B. 
Hall  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  an  able 
scholar  and  business  man. 

Dobson  Page  removed  to  the  West  in  the  fall  of 
1823  and  after  locating  on  several  farms  in  the 
western  part  of  New  York  State,  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  migrate  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  a 
bold  move,  but  one  that  proved  a  success.  On  the 
7th  of  June,  1834,  with  his  wife  and  two  sons, 
N.  A.,  aged  seventeen  years,  and  John  Olson, 
aged  fifteen,  they  started  for  their  new  home. 
Three  weeks  later  found  them  in  the  far  West, 
and  after  a  short  time  spent  in  locating  land,  the 
east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  20  was 
selected,  on  which  a  house  was  built,  and  the  family 
moved  into  it  while  it  was  yet  without  roof,  floor, 
doors  or  windows.  This  remained  the  habitation 
of  the  Pages  until  October,  1835,  when  they  re- 
moved to  RoUin  Township  and  located  the  west 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  28,  where 
the  father  died  on  the  5th  of  June,  1847.  His 
widow  survived  him  many  years,  and  died  at  her 
old  home  in  Rollin,  Sept.  25,  1874. 

N.  A.  Page  lived  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  commenced  for  himself  on 


the  day  he  was  twenty-one,  but  only  worked  one 
day  at  that  time  as  he  could  not  be  spared  from  the 
old  home.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1841,  he  was 
maiTied  to  Charity,  daughter  of  John  Marlatt, 
formerly  of  Ridge  way,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  sub- 
sequently  of  Rollin,  where  he  came  in  1840. 

Charity  Page  was  born  in  Yates  Township,  Or- 
leans Co.,  N.  Y.,on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1823. 
A  woman  of  sterling  merit,  ever  ready  to  minister 
to  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  needy,  though  not 
strong  in  health,  she  gave  great  attention  to  her 
large  family.  She  did  not  belong  to  any  Christian 
order,  V)ut  enjoyed  the  heartfelt  blessings  of  her 
Redeemer  and  Lord.  Her  children  rise  up  and 
call  her  blessed.  Charity  Page  died  the  7th  day  of 
May,  1882,  and  all  mourned  the  loss  of  a  true  and 
noble  woman. 

N.  A.  Page  settled  on  the  west  half  of  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  28.  After  he  had  cleared 
the  greater  part  of  this  eighty  acres,  he  purchased 
the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  3, 
also  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  33,  making  a  farm  of  200  acres,  mostly 
cleared  and  with  good  buildings,  one  of  the  finest 
homes  in  the  town  of  Rollin,  and  showing  what  a 
man  can  do  who  possesses  energ}^  and  a  will  to  act 
well  his  part. 

Mr.  Page  never  held  office,  though  considered 
competent  to  do  so.  He  is  classed  as  one  of  the  in- 
telligent men  of  the  town,  and  one  well  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  times.  Eight  children  were 
given  to  the  family:  Melissa  A.,  born  March  5, 
1842,  was  married,  Dec.  20,  1865,  to  David  H. 
Allen,  born  May  30,  1838;  George  S.  was  born 
Aug.  6,  1844,  and  was  married,  Nov.  15,  1882,  to 
Anna  J.  Coppins,  born  Nov.  15,  1853;  Orien  C-  was 
born  Jan.  15,  1847,  and  died  August  5  following; 
Frank  A.  was  born  July  28,  1854,  and  was  married, 
Dec.  12,  1877,  to  Ida  Roys,  who  was  born  Oct.  27, 
1855;  Carter  L,  son  of  Frank  and  Ida  Page,  was 
born  Nov.  30,  1882;  Eva  A.  was  born  Feb.  15, 
1857,  and  was  married,  Nov.  27,  1878,  to  George  S. 
Roys,  who  was  born  Feb.  13,  1851;  their  son, 
Hervey  N.,  was  born  Nov.  16,  1879.  Harrison  W. 
was  born  Nov.  24,  1858,  and  died  Dec.  25,  1871 ; 
Stephen  A.,  born  Sept.  13,  1860,  was  married,  Dec. 
5,  1883,  to  Lottie  Raymond,  who  was  born  Feb.  2, 
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1864;  John  T.,  who  was  born  Nov.  13, 1862,  died 
Aug.  25,  1864.  The  children  of  the  family  ail  live 
in  the  town  of  Rollin,  excepting  Frank,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Wheatland.  All  are  farmers  by  occupa- 
tion, active  and  well-to-do  good  citizens,  support- 
ing the  principles  of  temperance  and  religion. 

ON  JOEL  CARPENTER.  There  is  prob- 
\j  ably  in  Lenawee  County  no  name  which  is 
more  familiarly  known,  or  held  in  higher  re- 
^^  spect  than  that  of  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy, over  whose  head  the  snows  of  sixty-nine 
winters  have  passed. 

In  the  year  of  1563  a  coat  of  arms  was  granted 
to  William  Carpenter  of  the  town  of  Cobhara,  Sur- 
rey, England.  William  Carpenter,  his  son,  came  to 
America  in  1 633,  and  was  a  representative  from  Wey- 
mouth, Mass.,  in  1641,  and  again  in  1643.  In  1644 
he  removed  to  Rehoboth,  in  the  same  State,  and 
died  in  1658.  His  son,  William  (3d),  was  born  in 
1631,  and  came  with  his  father  to  America  when 
two  years  old.  He  lived  in  Rehoboth,  and  mar- 
ried the  second  time  in  1663.  His  second  son  by 
this  marriage  was  Nathaniel  Carpenter,  who  was 
born  about  the  year  1666,  and  died  in  1754,  at 
Attleboro,  Mass.  His  son.  Rev.  Ezra  Carpenter, 
was  born  at  Rehoboth,  iii  1698,  and  graduated  at 
Cambridge  College  in  1723.  He  was  stationed  at 
Hull,  near  Boston,  till  1752,  and  removed  to  Swan- 
zey  in  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  and  preached  at  that 
place  and  at  Keene  for  many  years.  He  died  at 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  in  1785.  His  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Greenwood,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  His  son, 
Greenwood  Carpenter,  was  born  about  1730,  and 
about  the  year  1750  went  to  live  on  Bunker  Hill, 
in  Charleston,  now  in  Boston,  where  he  married, 
and  lived  several  years,  but  finally  sold  out  and 
went  to  Swanzey,  N.  H.,  and  died  in  1814.  He  was 
High  Sheriff  of  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  many 
years. 

Greenwood  Carpenter's  son  William  was  born  on 
Bunker  Hill  in  1752,  and  came  with  his  father  to 
Swanzey,  where  in  1780  he  married  a  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Clement  Sumner.     He  served  in  the  Rev- 


olutionary War,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Benning- 
ton, Aug.  16,  1777.  In  1808  he  removed  to  Pots- 
dam, St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in 
1843  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  His  eldest  son, 
Clement  Carpenter,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  Swanzey,  N.  H.,  Oct.  10,  1781, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Robert  Gilmore,  formerly  of  London- 
derry, N.  H.  He  and  his  young  wife  in  1808 
removed  to  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  reared  a  large  family  and  died  May  1, 
1860;  his  wife  died  March  20,  1863.  They  were  a 
kind,  honest,  hard-working,  well-read  and  intelli- 
gent couple,  and  were  loved  and  respected  by  all. 
The  eldest  son,  Guy  Carpenter,  came  to  this  county 
in  1830,  and  died  Jan.  18,  1849,  at  the  age  of  forty. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  and  was 
for  many  years  Supervisor  of  Blissfield.  He  was 
County  Commissioner  for  one  term,  and  Represent- 
ative in  the  Legislature  for  1843-44.  He  was 
loved  and  respected  by  all,  and  his  death  was  more 
lamented  perhaps,  than  that  of  any  man  who  ever 
died  in  the  township.  The  second  son  of  Clement 
and  Elizabeth  Carpenter  is  David  Carpenter,  now 
of  Mt.  Dora,  Fla.,  a  sketch  of  whose  busy  life  is 
given  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

Joel  Carpenter,  third  son  of  Clement  Carpenter, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Potsdam, 
St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  3,  1818.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  and  then  attended  St.  Lawrence  Academy, 
after  which  he  taught  school  two  terms,  and  then 
started  for  the  West  Sept.  15,  1838,  arriving  in  this 
county  September  23.  He  taught  school  during  the 
winter  of  1838-39  at  Deerfield,  and  then  began 
the  study  of  law  at  Adrian  with  Halsey  and 
Greenly,  June  10,  1839;  taught  school  in  the  win- 
ter of  1839-40  in  Monroe  County,  and  again  in 
1841__42  near  Adrian,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
April  9,  1842. 

Joel  Carpenter  married  his  first  wife,  Theodocia 
A.  Carpenter,  at  Potsdam,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  12, 1842,  and 
coming  West  taught  school  in  Blissfield  Village 
during  the  cold  winter  of  1842-43.  In  the  spring 
of  1843  he  opened  the  first  law  oflftce  in  Blissfield, 
and  began  work.  His  wife  died  of  consumption 
Dec.  7,  1843,  and    Dec.  25,   1844,  he  married   his 
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second  wife,  Minerva  L.,  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Darius  Mead,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  as 
follows:  Clement  was  born  March  23,  1848,  is  a  law 
graduate  of  the  State  University,  and  is  a  lawyer  in 
good  practice  in  Toledo,  Ohio;  he  has  been  quite 
active  in  political  affairs,  is  a  scholarly  young  man 
of  good  habits,  and  acceptably  represented  his 
country  as  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Chili.  Carrie 
F.  was  born  Aug.  6,  1850,  and  lives  with  her  father 
at  his  beautiful  home  at  Blissfield  Village,  his  loving 
sympathiser  and  the  solace  of  his  declining  years. 
His  daughter,  Minerva  E.,  died  in  infancy,  follow- 
ing in  a  few  days  the  dear,  gentle  mother,  the  sec- 
ond wife,  who  died  March  12,  1852,  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-eight  years.  Sept.  1,  1859,  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter married  Lucy  M.,  daughter  of  Asa  Gilraore,  of 
Tecemseh,  Mich.,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  Guy  D., 
who  was  born  Sept.  23,  18^1,  and  died  March  4, 
1864.  His  young  mother  died,  greatly  beloved, 
Oct.  3,  1861,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three  years. 
The  present  wife,  to  whom  Mr.  Carpenter  was  mar- 
ried Jan.  14,  1864,  was  formerly  Miss  Esther  C, 
daughter  of  E.  Newton,  of  Blissfield,  and  was  born 
May  24,  1833.  Robert  B.  Carpenter,  the  youngest 
brother  of  Joel,  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Potsdam,  has  a  fine  property  and  has  reared  a  fine 
family;  he  is  a  strong,  well-posted,  intelligent 
farmer. 

In  1850  Mr.  Carpenter  went  into  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  brother  David,  but  in  1852  he 
bought  out  his  brother  and  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  the  late  M.  S.  Stone,  and 
after  Stone's  death,  in  1854,  continued  in  the  busi- 
ness until  1858,  when  he  again  took  up  his  law  busi- 
ness. In  politics  Mr.  Carpenter  was  originally  a 
Whig  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Harri- 
son, but  as  early  as  1842  he  joined  the  '^Liberty 
Party,"  and  cast  one  of  the  sixteen  first  distinctly 
Abolition  votes  ever  cast  in  the  county.  He  voted 
for  Birney  in  1844,  and  attended  the  great  Free- 
Soil  National  Convention  held  at  Buffalo,  Aug.  9, 
1848,  which  nominated  Van  Buren  and  Adams,  and 
defeated  Gen.  Cass  for  the  Presidency.  He  at- 
tended the  Great  State  Convention  ^'under  the 
oaks"  at  Jackson,  which  first  named  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  been  one  of  the  best  local  party 
managers  in  Southern  Michigan; prompt,  sharp,  and 


ready;  a  generous  backer  of  his  friends; an  enthusi- 
astic and  determined  supporter  of  the  war  of  the 
Union;  a  hater  of  drunkenness,  extortion  and 
crime,  and  a  lover  of  justice  and  fair  dealing.  He 
has  a  cheerful  habit  of  looking  at  the  bright  side  of 
life,  and  can  be  counted  on  to  always  take  the  part 
of  the  "under  dog"  in  the  fight. 

Hon.  Joel  Carpenter  has  held  many  places  Of  trust 
at  the  hands  of  the  people.  He  has  been  Super- 
visor, and  for  several  years  Postmaster  at  Blissfield ; 
has  served  two  years  as  State  Senator ;  was  enroll- 
ing officer  during  the  war,  and  afterward  Deputy 
United  States  Assessor.  He  was  United  States 
Enumerating  Officer  for  this  township  in  1880,  and 
was  elected  one  of  the  delegates  at  large  to  the 
National  Convention  at  Chicago  in  1880,  which 
nominated  President  Garfield.  In  1859  he  intro- 
duced the  first  general  insurance  law  ever  passed 
in  the  State,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Royal 
Barnum,  of  Adrian,  organized  under  it  the  State 
Insurance  Companj'. 

Mr.  Carpenter  is  still  in  the  vigor  of  health  and  life, 
and  promptly  attends,  in  his  office,  to  the  crowds 
who  come  to  seek  his  assistance  and  advice  in  all  the 
busy  concerns  of  life. 
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Ij^  ARTIN  LUTHER  ROBERTSON,  an  ex- 

/if\\\  ^^"si^^  farmer  of  Ogden  Township,  resid- 
f  lii  ing  on  section  22,  was  born  in  Preston 
f  County,  Va.,  March  15,   1840,  and   is  the 

fourth  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Robertson.  The 
parents,  when  Martin  L.  was  a  child  four  years  of 
age,  removed  to  Ohio  and  fourteen  years  later  came 
to  this  county. 

Our  subject  continued  under  the  home  roof  until 
reaching  his  majority,  and  then  going  to  Palmyra 
Township,  commenced  working  by  the  month  on 
his  own  account.  Eight  months  later  his  father  in- 
duced him  to  return  home,  proposing  to  give  him  a 
share  of  the  profits  of  the  farm.  To  this  he  ac- 
ceded, and  a  year  later  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  22,  which  is  included  in  his  present 
farm.  It  was  then  covered  with  brush,  stumps  and 
timber,  but  the  young  man  while  at  the  same  time 
continuing  with  his  father,  put  in  his  leisure  hours 
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upon  his  own  land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
had  brought  it  to  such  condition  that  he  was  enabled 
to  settle  upon  it.  By  the  exercise  of  great  industry 
and  economy  he  was  enabled  not  only  to  cultivate 
his  first  purchase,  but  to  add  to  it,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  200  acres,  half  of  which  is  under  good 
cultivation,  thoroughly  drained  and  supplied  with 
a  good  set  of  buildings. 

Mr.  Robertson  also  owns  eighty  acres  in  Marion 
County,  Fla.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  rented  his 
farm  and  went  to  that  State,  where  he  spent  the 
winter.  In  the  spring,  however,  he  returned  North, 
considering  this  locality  as  good  as  he  could  find. 
The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  1870,  was  formerly  Miss  Rachel  Richardson, 
who  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  Richardson,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  who  removed  to  Ohio  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of  Peter  Wright. 
A  few  years  later  they  emigrated  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling in  Ogden  Township,  this  county,  where  the 
father  died  in  February,  1887.  Mrs.  Richardson  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  in  Ogden.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
George  Manfred  and  John  Hiram.  Mr.  Robertson 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  Blissfield  Lodge 
No.  114,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M. 
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J'  AMES  K.  CRANE,  a  soldier  of  the  Union 
in  the  great  Rebellion*,  and  a  resident  of 
Lenawee  County  since  a  child  three  years  of 
age,  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1837.  His  infant 
eyes  were  opened  in  Sodus,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1834.  He  has  had  a  ripe  ex- 
perience of  life  in  a  new  settlement,  and  during  his 
residence  of  over  fifty  years  in  Southern  Michigan 
has  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  wonderful 
changes  which  have  transformed  the  wilderness 
into  a  civilized  commonwealth.  He  returned  from 
the  army  greatly  broken  down  in  health,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  a  resident  of  Deerfield,  where 
in  a  comfortable  home  he  enjoys  all  the  good  things 
of  life  and  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  ac- 
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The  Crane  family  is  of  German  descent,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
removed  from  New  England  to  New  York  State 
during  its  earjy  settlement.  Edwin  D.  Crane,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  May  14,  1812,  and  was  the  son  of  Archer 
and  Vilitia  (Cornish)  Crane,  who  in  1829  took  up 
their  residence  in  Wayne  County.  Here  Edwin 
lived  until  starting  for  Michigan  in  August,  1837, 
and  upon  entering  the  Territory  he  located  in  Free- 
dom Township,  Washtenaw  County.  While  in  New 
York  State,  Mr.  Crane  upon  the  recommendation 
of  another  party,  had  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Washtenaw  County,  but  when  he  came  to  take 
possession,  he  found  that  all  but  four  acres  of  it 
was  the  bottom  of  a  lake.  Having  thus  virtually 
no  larfd  of  his  own  to  work  upon,  he  took  a  job  of 
clearing  and  fencing  for  another  man,  receiving  his 
pay  in  forty  acres  of  land.  This  work  he  did  with 
his  own  hands,  and  sold  rails  to  live  upon,  saving 
also  enough  to  purchase  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  cow. 
After  securing  forty  acres  more  he  sold  out,  and  in 
1839  purchased  a  farm  in  Genesee  County  which 
had  some  improvements  upon  it.  He  resided  there 
until  the  fall  of  1842,  then  secured  a  tract  of  land 
in  Blissfield  Township,  this  county,  which  he  occu- 
pied until  1864,  going  thence  to  Adrian  Township, 
where  he  lived  on  a  farm  until  1866.  His  last  days 
were  passed  in  the  city,  where  his  death  took  place 
Feb.  14,  1867. 

During  his  residence  in  Blissfield  Edwin  D.  Crane 
served  as  Assessor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
was  one  of  the  three  Drain  Commissioners  first  ap- 
pointed under  the  present  ditch  law.  He  was  a  man 
of  remarkable  physical  strength  and  endurance, 
and  his  excellent  judgment  was  called  into  requis- 
ition concerniMg  all  matters  of  public  interest.  He 
opened  up  a  farm  from  a  heavily  timbered  tract  of 
land  in  Blissfield  Township,  put  up  good  buildings, 
and  created  a  desirable  home.  He  was  a  kind, 
genial  neighbor  and  friend,  a  thoughtful  and  indul- 
gent husband  and  father,  and  possessed  all  the 
qualities  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

Edwin  D.  Crane,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1831,  took 
for  his  wife  Miss  Sarah  B.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Abigail  Key es,  of  Sodus,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  four  children:    Mahlon 
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D.,  a  resident  of  Dakota;  James  K.,  of  our  sketch; 
Charles  E.,  who  was  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Knox 
County,  Ind.,  and  died  June  16,  1887;  and  Helen 
M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  D.  Smead,  of 
Blissfield  Township,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1882.  Mrs. 
Sarah  B.  Crane  was  born  in  Townsend,  Mass.,  Feb. 
12,  1813,  and  removed  with  her  parents  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y,,  when  a  child  four  years  of  nge. 
Her  father,  James  Keyes,  w^as  born  in  Newburyport, 
Mass.,  Nov.  28,  1789,  and  died  in  Lyons,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  22,  1819.  Her  mother  was  Abigail  Davis,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  born  Feb.  13,  1789. 
She  came  to  this  county  with  her  husband,  and 
died  in  Blissfield,  Dec.  26,  1854. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  endured  bravely  with 
her  husband  all  the  trials  of  pioneer  life,  which, 
however,  were  by  no  means  unmixed  with  pleasure. 
At  first  they  liVed  in  a  shanty  without  door  or  win- 
dow; without  stove,  fireplace  or  chimney,  and  the 
mother  did  the  cooking  in  a  kettle  hung  on  three 
poles  out  of  doors,  gypsy  fashion.  She  experienced 
all  the  anxiety  of  a  mother  when  her  children  were 
in  the  woods  after  dark,  when  she  heard  the  wolves 
howling,  and  imagined  they  might  be  making  merry 
over  the  mangled  corpse  of  her  boy.  In  later  years 
she  was  wont  to  recount  in  an  interesting  manner 
the  many  incidents  of  pioneer  life,  the  dangers  and 
hardships,  the  hopes  and  the  later  successes  which 
crowned  the  labors  of  herself  and  her  famil}^  She 
was  a  good  woman  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the 
term,  and  the  object  of  the  warmest  regard  b}^  all 
who  knew  her;  she  died  June  20,  1884. 

James  K.  Crane  was  a  lad  eight  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  from  Washtenaw  to  Lenawee 
County,  and  here  he  developed  into  manhood,  at- 
tending the  pioneer  schools  during  the  winter  season 
and  working  around  the  homestead  in  summer. 
His  first  studies  were  carried  on  in  a  log  cabin  on 
section  21  of  what  was  then  a  part  of  Blissfield 
Township.  The  chimney  of  the  ''  temple  of  learn- 
ing" was  built  of  sticks,  and  the  fireplace  occupied 
nearly  the  entire  end  of  the  building.  The  seats 
were  constructed  of  slabs,  and  the  only  desk  was  a 
board  fastened  against  the  wall.  What  the  teacher 
lacked  in  erudition  was  made  up  by  a  healthy  ap- 
plication of  the  smaller  limb  of  a  tree.  The  boy- 
hood of  youAg  Crane  was  passed  in  a  comparatively 
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uneventful  manner,  interspersed  with  pleasurable 
meetings  of  the  young  people  of  the  settlement, 
during  which  time  he  made  his  selection  of  the 
future  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows,  and  after 
his  marriage  settled  upon  the  land  which  constitutes 
his  present  homestead.  But  a  few  acres  were 
cleared  when  he  took  possession  of  it,  ancl  the  only 
attempt  at  improvement  was  a  log  cabin.  Under 
this  humble  roof  Mr.  Crane  and  his  bride  com- 
menced life  together,  with  a  very  limited  supply  of 
furniture,  with  an  equal  amount  of  crockery  and  a 
dry- goods  box  for  a  cupboard.  It  was  a  great 
event  in  the  family  when  Mr.  Crane  brought  home 
a  regulai  cupboard  for  the  earthenware,  and  when 
it  did  come  the  wife  laughingly  inquired  what  she 
should  put  into  it.  Their  wedding  day  was  March 
27,  1856,  and  the  bride  was  Miss  Cynthia  A., 
daughter  of  Enoch  and  Lucretia  Sperry,  of  Ogden 
Township.  On  the  2d  of  December  following 
they  took  possession  of  their  cabin  home,  which 
they  occupied  twenty-two  years,  and  then  in  1878 
put  up  a  good  frame  home.  In  due  time  there 
were  erected  a  barn,  sheds,  and  all  the  other  out- 
houses required  for  the  convenience  of  the  pro- 
gressive farmer.  The  land  was  mostly  covered 
with  heavy  timber  which  Mr.  Crane  succeeded  in 
clearing,  and  brought  the  soil  to  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  The  little  household  was  completed 
by  the  birth  of  six  children,  the  three  eldest  natives 
of  Deerfield  Township.  D wight  H.  was  born  April 
1,  1857,  and  is  now  connected  with  street  railways 
in  San  Francisco;  Cynthia  A.  was  born  May  2, 
1859;  Myra  A.,  March  18,  1861;  J.  Alfred,  Aug. 
16,  1863;  Edmund  B.  was  born  in  Palmyra  Town- 
ship, July  19,  1866;  and  Helen  A.,  Jan.  20,  1870. 
Mrs.  Cynthia  A.  Crane  was  born  in  Hudson, 
Summit  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  30,  1828,  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  October,  1854.  Her  father,  Enoch 
Sperry,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  2, 
1801,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah 
(Beecher)  Sperry,  the  latter  being  a  cousin  of  Rev. 
Lyman,  the  father  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  Joseph 
Sperry  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  State  of 
Connecticut.  Grandmother  Sperry  reared  a  large 
family  of  thirteen  children,  whom  she  never  saw  all 
together.  She  was  a  widow  forty  years,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  one  of  her  sons  in  Parkman,  Ohio. 
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Enoch  Sperry,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Crane,  started 
when  a  young  man  from  Connecticut 'to  Ohio  with 
a  horse  and  wagon  accompanied  by  a  friend,  but  it 
was  late  in  the  fall  and  the  roads  were  so  bad  they 
were  obliged  to  walk  much  of  the  way.  After  his 
arrival  in  the  Buckeye  State  Enoch  Sperry,  on  the 
4th  of  August,  1827,  was  married  to  Miss  Lucretla 
Jones,  and  in  May,  1854,  they  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan. Mrs.  Lucre tia  Sperry  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut, May  28,  1808,  and  removed  with  her  parents 
to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1817,  at  a  time  when  that 
now  important  city  was  composed  of  only  a  few 
log  houses.  Her  father,  Daniel  Jones,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  to  New  York 
State  in  1810,  and  from  there  to  Ohio;  the  winter 
of  1816  he  spent  in  the  barracks  at  Buffalo.  He 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  carried  on  his  busi- 
ness in  Cleveland,  where  he  spent  his  last  years. 
He  had  married  in  early  manhood  Miss  Lucre  tia 
Young,  a  native  of  his  own  State,  who  accompanied 
him  in  his  removals,  and  also  died  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Enoch  Sperry  purchased  a  farm  near  Hudson, 
Ohio,  after  his  arrival  there,  but  he  soon  sold  it  and 
rented  land  until  starting  for  Michigan,  in  1854. 
Here  he  settled  in  Ogden  Township,  and  eventually 
became  possessor  of  a  good  farm  which  he  had 
cleared  from  the  wilderness  and  provided  with  good 
buildings.  Upon  this  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  his  death  taking  place  Nov.  7,  1882,  while  the 
mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent  land 
in  May,  1881.  Mrs.  Crane  made  good  use  of  her 
time  at  school  during  her  youthful  days,  and  de- 
veloped into  an  efficient  teacher,  following  this 
profession,  first  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  in  Bliss- 
field  and  Summerfield,  Monroe  County,  after  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Michigan. 

Mr.  Crane  continued  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  his  farm  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war. 
He  watched  the  coming  struggle  with  deep  interest, 
and  when  it  became  apparent  that  it  was  to  be 
prolonged,  he  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in  Company 
F,  26th  Michigan  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
three  years,  in  the  meantime  being  promoted  Cor- 
poral, Sergeant  and  First  Lieutenant.  The  greater 
part  of  the  last  year  of  his  service  he  was  engaged 
in  picket  duty   on    Washington's  old   plantation, 
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near  Mt.  Vernon.  He  experienced  many  hardships 
and  privations  by  which  his  constitution  was  under- 
mined, and  upon  returning  home  in  1865,  he  found 
himself  unable  to  resume  the  active  duties  of  farm 
life.  He  then  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Pal- 
myra, but  two  years  later,  however,  he  purchased 
back  the  old  place,  and  taking  up  his  residence 
there,  has  since  remained.  In  1878  he  put  up  a 
commodious  frame  dwelling,  and  the  barn  and 
other  buildings  rank  with  the  best  in  the  township. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
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eHARLES  M.  CROSWELL,  City  Editor  of 
the  Adrian  Times,  is  a  native  of  this  city 
and  was  born  on  the  30th  of  May,  1861.  He 
is  the  son  of  the  well-known  Governor,  Charles  M. 
Croswell,  Sr.,  who  was  born  at  Newburg,  Orange 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1825,  and  was  the  son  of  a 
paper-maker  who  carried  on  business  in  New  York 
City. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  with  an  uncle  to 
Adrian  when  a  boy  eleven  years  of  age,  arriving 
here  in  July,  1837.  He  had  spent  some  time  in 
the  common  schools  of  New  York  City,  but  after 
coming  to  Michigan  commenced  learning  the  car- 
penter's trade  at  which  he  worked  until  nearly 
reaching  his  majority.  He  was  a  young  man  who 
attracted  much  attention  on  account  of  his  intelli- 
gence, was  more  than  usually  well-informed,  and  in 
1846  received  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Clerk  of 
this  county  and  commenced  the  study  of  law.  He 
was  subsequently  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  in 
1854  was  member  and  Secretary  of  the  State  Con- 
vention at  Jackson,  which  organized  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  was  the  law  partner  of  Judge  T. 
M.  Cooley  from  1855  until  1859,  and  was  subse- 
quently City  Attorney  and  Mayor  of  Adrian.  In 
the  fall  of  1862  he  was  chosen  State  Senator,  in  all 
serving  three  terms,  and  during  this  whole  period 
was  President  pro  tempore  and  Chairman  of  the  Ju- 
dicial Committee.  He  subsequently  served  as  a 
member  ofthe  Constitutional  Convention,  and  after 
filling  various  other  oflfices,  was  elected  Governor 
of  Michigan  in  1876,  by  a  majority  of  23,434  qver 
his    Democratic    competitor.     His  wife   was  Miss 
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Lucy  M.,  daughter  of  Morton  and  Wealthy  Eddy, 
pioneers  of  Adrian.  Their  children  were  Charles 
Morton  of  our  sketch,  Hattie  and  Lucy  Elizabeth. 

The  subject  of  this  biography,  after  leaving  the 
primary  schools  entered  the  military  school  at 
Latimer  Hall  at  Fenton,  this  State,  where  he  spent 
one  and  one-half  years,  and  was  afterward  a  student 
in  Raisin  Valley  Seminary  and  Oberlin,  Ohio.  Upon 
returning  home  and  after  his  father's  election  as 
Governor,  he  officiated  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
latter  and  continued  in  that  position  under  Gov. 
Jerome.  Upon  returning  to  Adrian  he  became 
manager  of  the  Opera  House,  with  which  he  con- 
tinued four  years,  and  thereafter  was  City  Editor  Of 
the  Record  until  the  1st  of  January,  1887,  when  he 
transferred  his  services  to  the  Times.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican. 


BENJAMIN  CONVERSE  is  a  much  honored 
citizen  of  Medina  Township,  where  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Converse  is  a  descendant  of  respectable 
and  well  connected  families  of  Massachusetts,  of 
which  State  he  is  himself  a  native.  The  grandpar- 
ents of  our  subject  were  James  and  Phebe  (Perkins) 
Converse,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Brook- 
field,  Mass.,  May  11,  1750,  and  the  latter  in  Bridge- 
water,  Mass.,  Jan.  25,  1753.  Thej^  lived  and  died 
in  Massachusetts,  where  he  followed  the  time-hon- 
ored occupation  of  a  farmer. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Ephraim  and 
Lucy  (Pratt)  Converse,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Brookiield,  Dec.  1,  1779,  and  the  latter  in 
Belchertown,  Mass.,  July  11,  1778.  They  settled 
in  Western  Massachusetts,  probably  in  Belcher- 
town, where  the  husband  engaged  in  farming  and 
shoemaking.  They  continued  to  live  in  their  na- 
tive State  until  1851,  when  they  came  to  this  State 
and  made  their  home  in  Medina  Township,  where 
they  spent  the  closing  years  of  their  lives.  Though 
they  were  already  well  advanced  in  life,  they  lived 
for  several  years  after  coming  to  Michigan,  his 
death  occurring  Nov.  7,  1867,  and  hers  Oct.  13, 
1876;  thus  their  honorable  and  useful  lives  were 
prolonged  to  an  extreme  old  age,  Mrs.   Converse, 
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indeed,  nearly  rounding  out  a  century  of  existence. 
They  had  a  family  of  eight  children  who  grew  to 
maturity,  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Benjamin  Converse  was  the  fifth  child  born  to  his 
parents,  and  his    birth   occurred    in  Belchertown, 
Mass.,  Oct.  29,  1813.     He  was  bred  on  a  farm   to 
the  calling  which  his  forefathers  had   pursued   for 
many  years  on  Massachusetts  soil.     When  he  was 
about  six  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  North- 
ampton, and  in  that  beautiful  New  England  town  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood,  remaining  on  the   home 
farm  and  assisting  his  father  until  the  fall  of    1834, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  to  take  up  some  Gov- 
ernment land.     He  selected  a  tract  of   eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Medina  Township,  which  was  fertile  and 
favorably  situated  for  culture,  and  had  it  entered  in 
his  brother's  name,  for  in  those  days  monej''   was 
scarce,  and  the  pioneers  had  to  resort  to  various  ex- 
pedients to  save  expense.     As  soon  as  the  land  had 
been  entered,  he  and  his  brother  Amasa   returned 
to  Massachusetts,  and  Benjamin  remained  in  his  na- 
tive State  for  one  and  one-half  years.     In   1836  he 
returned  to  Michigan  and  began  the  improvement 
of  the  tract  of  land  which  he  had  taken  up    on  his 
previous    visit,  but  after  spending  two   years   in 
clearing  his  land,  he  returned  to  his  old  home.     In 
1840    he  again    came    to    Michigan,  and    perma- 
nently located  on  his  land  in  Medina  Township, 
and  has  since  lived  on  it,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  when  he  rented  it  and  lived  in  Massachusetts. 
He  has  added  eighty  acres  to  his  original  purchase, 
and  by  vigorous  and   thrifty  management   he    has 
brought  his  land  into  a  well-cultivated  condition, 
has  erected  good  buildings,  and   has   made  many 
other  substantial    improvements.     Besides  accom- 
plishing all  this,  he  has  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  brooms  for  several  years,  which  pursuit  has  added  . 
greatly  to  his  income. 

Mr.  Converse  was  not  married  when  he  first  made 
his  home  here,  but  in  1845  he  returned  to  the  East 
and  was  married  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  on  the  9th  of 
September,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Plum  ley,  who  was  like 
himself  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  Their  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  one  son,  Lewis  H.,  who  was 
born  Sept.  12,  1846,  and  before  the  second  anniver- 
sary of  their  marriage  the  young  wife  and  mother 
was  stricken  by  death,  that  sad  event  occurring  on  .. 
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the  1st  of  August,  1847.  Lewis  H.,  the  son,  has  j 
always  made  his  home  in  Medina  Township,  and 
was  married  here,  Dec.  18, 1867,  to  Harriet  I.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  L.  and  Caroline  (Crane)  Hall.  She  was 
born  in  Medina  Township,  April  14,  1849,  and 
three  children  hare  been  born  to  her  and  her  hus- 
band—Charles  L.,  Carrie  E.  and  Lena  E.  Mr.  Con- 
verse was  again  married,  Sept.  5,  1848,  in  Enfield, 
Mass.,  to  Miss  Mary  Tyler,  a  native  of  that  State, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  one  son,  Herbert  S., 
who  married  Miss  Delia  Cleveland,   and  lives  in 

Ionia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Converse  are  valued  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  re- 
gard in  the  community  for  their  true  worth,  which 
is  illustrated  in  their  daily  lives.  Mr.  Converse  is 
a  man  of  cautious  discrimination  and  far-seeing  in- 
telligence. In  his  political  beliefs  he  is  a  thorough 
Republican ;  his  high  character  and  standing  in  this 
community  have  made  him  an  acceptable  office- 
holder, and  he  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-towns- 
men by  election  to  the  offices  of  Treasurer,  Col- 
lector, and  Highway  Commissioner,  in  which  office 
he  served  for  one  term,  and  he  has  also  held  the 
various  offices  of  the  School  Board. 


JAMES  L.  BROWN.  This  highly  favored 
resident  of  Adrian  Township  owns  and  oc- 
cupies the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  which 
the  latter  built  up  from  the  wilderness  dur- 
ing the  early  settlement  of  Lenawee  County.  Since 
he^'assumed  the  management  of  this  property  he  has 
succeeded  admirably  in  keeping  up  its  reputation 
as  one  of  the  best  appointed  farms  in  Adrian  Town- 
ship.  The  aged  father  is  still  living,  making  his 
home  with  his  son,  and  is  still  in  good  health  al- 
though  eighty-two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  7,  1831,  and  his  father  was  the  son  of  Abner 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Aug.  27, 
1781.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jona- 
than Brown,  was  born  in  1741,  and  enlisted  as  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  during  the  struggle  of  the 
Colonists  for  their  independence.  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade  and  was  detailed  to  return  to  his 


shop  and  manufacture  brogans  for  the  Continental 
soldiers.  Abner  Brown  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  county  and  left  the  Nutmeg 
State  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1836.  He 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  1845,  upon  which  he  la- 
bored until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  He  had  married  in  early  manhood  Miss 
Hannah  Cook,  a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  born 
May  20,  1780;  she  came  to  the  West  with  her  hus- 
band and  died  at  the  homestead  when  seventy-one 
years  of  age. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  Sept.  2, 1805, 
in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  over  thirty  years 
of  age  when  coming  to  Michigan  with  his  father. 
They  first  located  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  in 
1845  traded  their  property  there  for  the  present 
Brown  homestead  in  Adrian  Township.  He  was 
married,  Nov.  5,  1828,  to  Bliss  Sallie,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Lewis  Stone,  and  was  born  Oct.  14, 
1802.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  all  his  life,  following 
mostly  the  trade  of  carpenter,  though  he  became  an 
extensive  land-owner.  Mr.  Brown  continued  in 
Orleans  County  a  short  time  after  his  marriage,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  excellent  wife  accompanied 
him  to  the  West,  and  after  becoming  the^mother  of 
one  child  only,  James  L.,  of  our  sketch,  passed 
away  at  the  old  homestead,  Jan.  13,  1870,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven  years. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  early  life  became  familiar  with  the 
various  employments  of  the  farm.  His  first  plans 
were  naturally  closely  connected  with  the  homestead 
to  which  he  was  sole  heir  and  upon  which  he  has 
been  content  to  labor  all  his  life.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  commenced  working  it  on  shares  and  the 
father  has  since  retired  from  active  labor,  although 
never  abandoning  his  old  habits  of  industry. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married.  May  26,  1853,  to  Miss 
Maria  Mattis,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  March 
10,  1837,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Garrett  Mattis,  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1836 
and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land  on  shares  for  many 
years.  His  death  took  place  in  Franklin  County 
when  he  was  seventy-five  years  old.  When  a  young 
man  he  had  married  Miss  Catharine  Bailey,  who 
survived  her  husband  several  years  and  died  at  the 
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advanced  age  of  eighty-two.     Mrs.  Brown  departed 
this  life  at  the  homestead,  March  30,  1881. 

The  eldest  son  of  our  subject,  Charles  L.  Brown, 
was  born  March  31,  1854,  and  married  Miss  Barbara 
Zaler;  he  is  working  the  old  homestead  with  his 
father  on  shares.  Marj^  L.  was  born  Oct.  23,  1855, 
and  was  married  to  W.  Lewis;  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children.  Edward  H.  was  born 
Aug.  19,  1857,  and  is  farming  in  Adrian  Township; 
his  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  G.  Mapes,  and 
they  have  one  child.  George  D.  was  born  Nov. 
29,  1860,  married  Miss  Ella  Mapes,  and  is  farming 
in  Adrian  Township;  Alice  E.  was  born  Dec.  3, 
1864,  and  married  George  Stewart,  a  thrifty  young 
farmer  of  Adrian  Township;  Burt  was  born  Feb. 
8,  1867,  and  is  farming  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
State ;  Nellie  M.  was  born  April  14, 1869 ;  Blanche  E. 
was  born  Aug.  30,  1875,  and  died  when  about 
eleven  months  old ;  Alvord  M.  was  born  Aug.  6, 
1877,  and  is  at  home  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  a  second  time,  May  20, 
1885,  to  Miss  Elle  M.  Brown,  who  was  born  in 
Lucas  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  5,  1838,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Orlando  and  Maria  (Allen)  Brown,  of 
New  York  State,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  parents  spent  their 
entire  lives.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Brown  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  an  old -line  Whig 
until  the  abandonment  of  that  party,  when  he  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Republicans.  James  L., 
politically,  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  but 
this  branch  of  the  Brown  family  has  little  to  do 
with  political  affairs,  the  sons  preferring  to  give  at- 
tention to  their  own  private  interests.  They  make 
it  a  point  to  vote  upon  occasions  of  general  elec- 
tions, and  uniformly  abide  by  the  party  platform. 
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rOHN  S.  MARKS,  in  the  spring  of  1844, 
when  a  young  man  not  quite  twenty  years  of 
age,  set  out  from  his  native  State  of  New 
York  to  seek  a  permanent  location  in  the 
West.  The  face  of  the  country  in  Southern  Michi- 
gan pleased  him  well,  and  he  returned  to  make  his 
final  preparations  for  a  removal.     Two  years  later, 
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accompanied  by  his  father,  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Adrian,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  for  a  period  of  twelve  years.  Subse- 
quently he  became  an  employe  of  the  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad  Company,  and  afterward  of  the 
Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  Louis. 

In  1847  Mr.  Marks  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land,  comprising  forty  acres,  in  Rome  Township, 
of  which  he  has  since  retained  possession,  and  which 
constitutes  his  present  homestead.  This  was  a  wild 
and  uncultivated  tract  when  he  took  possession  of 
it,  and  the  improvements  which  we  behold  to-day 
are  the  result  of  his  industry  and  enterprise.  In 
addition  to  farming  and  carpentering  Mr.  Marks 
has  been  quite  prominent  in  county  and  township 
affairs,  serving  as  Deputy  Sheriff  nine  terms,  and  as 
Constable  for  a  period  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years. 
H-e  has  also  been  Township  Collector,  and  during 
the  Civil  War  was  Deputy  Provost  Marshal,  being 
ever  faithful  and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  his 
dutits.  He  has  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities 
in  life,  acquiring  an  excellent  understanding  of 
general  business  methods,  and  becoming  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  details  of  common  law. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Nassau, 
Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1824,  and  is  the  son 
of  Howland  and  Elizabeth  B.  (Knapp)  Marks,  also 
natives  of  that  county.  The  father  learned  the 
trade  of  a  shoemaker  during  his  early  manhood, 
which  he  followed  in  connection  with  agriculture 
for  some  j^ears  in  his  native  State.  When  John  S» 
was  a  lad  of  five  years,  the  parents  with  himself 
and  a  3^ounger  brother  removed  to  the  town  of 
Galen,  Wayne  County,  and  there  seven  more  chil- 
dren, four  boys  and  three  girls,  were  added  to  the 
household.  Our  subject  remained  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  until  nineteen  years  old,  and  then  learned 
carpentering,  at  which  he  worked  about  two  years 
longer  in  New  York  State. 

In  the  fall  of  1 844  young  Marks  came  to  this 
county,  where  he  remained  until  the  last  of  June 
following,  then  returned  to  his  father's  in  New 
York  State,  and  continued  there  two  years.  He 
had  not,  however,  by  any  means  given  up  his  plans 
in  connection  with  the  West,  and  now  persuaded 
his  father  to  sell  out  and  come  to  Michigan,  the 
removal   being   effected   about    1846.       Howland 
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Marks,  upon  arriving  in  Rome  Township,  purchased 
of  Uncle  John  Wilber  1 60  acres  of  land  on  sections 
18  and  20,  the  only  improvements  upon  it  being  an 
old  log  house  and  a  barn.  Upon  this  the  father  of 
our  subject  by  years  of  industrious*  labor  put  up 
good  buildings,  brought  the  soil  to  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  passed  away  on  the  17th  of  October, 
1873,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-three  years? 
six  months  and  six  days.  The  mother  survived 
her  husband  nearly  five  years,  her  death  taking 
place  on  the  7th  of  April,  1878,  her  age  being 
eighty  years,  eight  months  and  twenty-six  days. 
Five  children  besides  the  father  and  mother  died 
at  the  homestead  which  Howland  Marks  had  pur- 
chased when  he  first  came  to  this  State.  The  four 
children  living  are,  with  one  exception,  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits.  Jeremiah,  during  the  late  Rebel- 
lion, went  from  Hudson  and  enlisted  in  De  Golyer's 
Battery,  and  served  all  through  the  war,  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge  at  its  close.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jeremiah  Marks,  and 
the  great-grandfather,  Joseph  Marks,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age,  the  former  being  ninety-three  years  old 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  A  great-uncle  of  our 
subject  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the 
male  members  of  the  family  generally  have  been 
notable  for  their  correct  habits  in  life  and  good 
business  capacities.  Joseph  Marks,  the  gi^eat- 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Jan.  28,  1748 
and  on  the  11th  of  March,  1771,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Hannah  Witlesy,  who  was  born  Feb. 
14,  1750.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, born  as  follows:  Hannah,  Sept.  27,  1772; 
Jeremiah,  Nov.  29,  1775;  Mary,  Nov.  25,  1781; 
Benoni,  Sept.  7,  1782;  Sarah,  Sept.  9,  1787;  and 
Polly,  Oct.  25,  1790.  Jeremiah  Marks,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  married  Elizabeth  Souls,  who 
was  born  Dec.  4,  1775,  and  there  were  born  to 
them  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Malinda  was 
born  March  11,  1796;  Joseph,  April  28,  1798; 
Howland,  April  11,  1800;  Hannah,  April  6,  1802; 
Cornelius,  April^6,  1804;  Sally  Mariah,  June  18 
1806;  Deborah,  March  22,  1808;  Judith,  April  5^ 
1810^  Malvina,  May  3,  1812;  Martin,  June  10^' 
.1814;  and  Delia,  Dec.  30,  1824. 


John  S.  Marks  was  married  in  Jackson,  Mich., 
April  14,  1858,  to  Miss  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Cur- 
tis and  Therina  (Fisher)  Stockwell,  and  who  was 
born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1829.  Mr. 
Stockwell  emigrated  to  Southern  Michigan  about 
1852,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Rome  Township, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1858,  when  he  was 
about  sixty-three  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Therina 
Stockwell  was  born  July  27,  1799,  and  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  her  death  taking  place 
March  13,  1879.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  residents  of  this 
State,  and  mostly  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 

^^EORGE  A.  WILCOX,  of  the  firm  of  Wilcox, 
III  ^^  Brother   &    Co.,   dealers    in     hardware,    in 

^^5J  Adrian,  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1 848,  and  is  the  second  son  of  William 
S.  and  Sarah  F.  (Clay)  Wilcox.  He  was  educated 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  but  supplemented 
his  studies  by  a  scientific  course  in  Chicago  Uni- 
versity. His  mercantile  experience  began  when  he 
was  a  j'-outh  of  seventeen  in  the  hardware  store  of 
his  father,  and  he  became  a  member  of  the  present 
firm  in  1873,  which  started  out  under  favorable 
auspices  and  has  met  with  continued  success. 

In  July,  1874,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  to  Miss 
Susette  R.,  daughter  of  James  Berry,  Esq.,  an  old 
settler  and  wealthy  resident  of  Adrian.  Mrs.  Wil- 
cox, like  her  husband,  is  a  native  of  this  city.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children — S.  Fanny  and 
William  Seward. 

Hon.  William  Seward  Wilcox,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Riga,  Monroe  Co., 
N.  Y.,  April  25,  1819.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits,  and  assisted  his  father  in  conducting  a 
hotel  until  1836,  when  he  migrated  west  to  Milan, 
Ohio,  where  for  a  few  months  he  was  engaged  as 
clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store,  after  which  he  came  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Adrian  on  the  18th  of  September,  that 
year.  His  former  emploj^er  accompanied  him  with 
his  goods,  and  young  Wilcox  remained  with  him, 
finally  becoming  his  partner.  In  a  few  years  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business  and  com- 
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menced  for  himself  with  an  entirely  new  stock  of 
goods,  continuing  his  mercantile  pursuits  until  1 855. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Wilcox  had  become  promi- 
nent in  township  affairs,  being  elected  as  Village 
Treasurer  in  1848.  After  selling  his  dry-goods 
stock  he  invested  in  hardware  with  a  partner,  but 
eighteen  months  later  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
latter  and  continued  the  business  alone  until  about 
1867,  when  the  firm  of  Wilcox  &  Brother  came 
into  existence.  As  his  family  became  grown  George, 
of  our  sketch,  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  name 
then  being  changed  to  Wilcox,  Brother  &  Co., 
which  continues  its  name  to  tlie  present  time. 

In  1864  the  father  of  our  subject  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature,  and  the  spring  following  he 
became  Mayor  of  Adrian;  in  the  fall  of  1870  he 
w^as  chosen  State  Senator.  The  year  previously  he 
was  appointed  State  Prison  Inspector,  and  during 
most  of  the  years  of  his  residence  here  he  has  been 
prominent  among  the  people  as  the  conservator  of 
important  interests.  His  excellent  wife  died  on 
the  12th  of  February,  1852,  and  he  was  subse- 
quently married  to  Miss  Josephine  South  worth, 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  Sonthworth,  of  AvOn 
Springs,  N.  Y. 


'Si.r^^; 
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]EY.  JOHN  CRABBS,  a  resident  of  Morenci 
is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Priscilla  Crabbs 
and  is  the  eldest  of  their  family  of  five 
^^children.  He  settled  in  Morenci  in  the 
autumn  of  1855,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  place.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Springfield,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  22,  1823.  The 
early  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  different  parts 
of  Ohio,  where  he  was  variously  employed,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began  his  preparation  for 
his  present  noble  calling.  Prior  to  this  he  had 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor,  which  also  he  followed 
for  some  years. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  with  Miss  Susan  Ilger,  who  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
four  children,  whom  they  named  as  follows :  Wat- 
son C,  William  W.,  John  C.  and  Jennie  M.  Watson 
married  Miss  Anna  Conley,  and  resides  in  Toledo ; 


^►-ii-^iN. 


John  C.  married  Miss  Minerva  Packer/and  Jennie 
is  the  wife  of  Lewis  M.  Rorick,  of  Morenci.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Crabbs  w^ere  Jacob  and  Catherine 
Ilger,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  an  uncompromising  Prohibitionist,  and  engages 
heart  and  hand  in  any  movement  tending  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  temperance  and  suppress  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Mr. 
Crabbs  is  a  minister  in  the  Universalist  Church,  in 
fellowship  with  the  Universalist  State  Convention 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  since  1879.  He  withdrew  from  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  after  having  been  a  minister 
in  that  denomination  upward  of  thirty  years. 


»*j^^v»^?»^^' 
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GEORGE  SCOTT,  one  of  the  old  settlers,  and 
j  ^--t  a  prominent  farmer  of  Adrian  Township,  is 
^5)  of  English  descent,  having  been  bornlMarch 
12,  1803,  in  Cumberland  County,  England.  Not 
satisfied  with  his  prospects  in  that  country ,]^and  be- 
lieving that  better  opportunities  awaited  him  in  the 
New  World,  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1824,  land- 
ing in  New  York  City.  From  there  he  went  to 
Henrietta,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  one  or  two  years 
engaged  in  such  emplo3^mcnts  as  he  could  find. 
He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  baker  in  his  native 
land,  but  did  not  follow  it  in  this  country. 

In  1826  our  subject  determined  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  far  West,  and  coming  to  Michigan 
with  his  young  wife,  located  near  Ailrian,  where  he 
took  up  160  acres  of  timber  land,  on  which  he  built 
a  log  cabin,  and  lived  there  until  1857,  experienc- 
ing all  the  hardships  and  drawbacks  of  pioneer  life. 
By  dint  of  industry  and  continuous  hard  labor,  he 
succeeded  in  clearing  his  land  of  timber,  and 
brought  it  under  cultivation,  after  which  he  sold  it 
and  bought  his  present  home,  consisting  of  eighty 
acres  of  improved  land.  Our  subject  had  been  in 
the  United  States  but  one  year  when  his  heart  was 
captivated  by  an  American  lass,  and  he  w^as  united 
in  marriage,  in  1825,  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Pratt,  a  farmer,  and  a  native  of  New  York 
State. 

The  father  of   our  subject,  Thomas  Scott,  was  a 
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native  of  England,  where  his  whole  life  was  spent, 
and  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  a  good  old 
age.     The  wife  of  our  subject  died  in  1874,  after  a 
happy  married  life  of  nearly  fifty  yeai-s.     She    was 
always   the   faithful  helpmeet,    counselor  and   en- 
courager  of  her  husband,  and   an   affectionate   and 
careful  mother  to  her  children,  of  whom  the  record 
is  as  follows:     Lydia   is   now  Mrs,    B.    Laur;  Re- 
becca, Mrs.  Aleck  Brown,  resides  in  Monroe  Town- 
ship, Mich. ;  Melissa  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Bevel- 
hammer;  George   M.    D.  and   James   K.  P.    were 
twins;  the  latter  was  killed  in  a  runaway  accident  at 
the  age  of  sixteen;  George  married  MissD.  Wimple, 
daughter   of    John    F.    and    Cornelia    (Bradley) 
Wimple,  and  died  Aug.  15,  1880,  leaving  a  widow 
and  two  children,  John  F.  and  Lena  May.  Thomas 
H.  married  Abbie  Miller.     Mrs.  Scott,   the    widow 
of  George,  was  married  the  second  time,i,n  1882,  to 
Frank   Chaffee,  the  son   of   Oscar  Chaffee,  an   old 
resident  of  this  county.     By  her   second  husband 
she  has  had  one  child,  whose  name  is  Clyde.     Mrs. 
Chaffee  owns  the  farm  on  which  they  now  live,  and 
which  descended  from  her  former  husband's  estate. 
Our  subject,    politically,  is   a  Democrat,   being 
thoroughly  persuaded  of  tlie  soundness  of  the  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  that  party,  and  to  it  all  his  sons 
also  belonged,  except   Thomas  H.     His    wife   is  a 
member  of  the  Quaker  Church. 


EDMUND  LAPHAM  has  a  fine  farm  of  118 
acres  on  section  28  of  Rome  Township, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  almost  con- 
stantly for  over  fifty  years.  He  is  a  native  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,and  first  saw  the  light  Feb. 
6,  1815.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Case) 
Lapham,  both  of  whom  were  pioneers  of  this  region. 
Jacob  Lapham  was  born  Nov.  27,  1792,  and  was 
a  son  of  Reuben  and  Betsey  (Finch)  Lapham. 
Reuben  Lapham  was  a  great  politician  in  his  time 
and  filled  several  important  offices  of  honor  and 
trust.  He  was  of  considerable  literary  notoriety, 
and  was  the  composer  of  many  campaign  songs  of 
1828,  and  in  1832,  when  Andrew  Jackson  was  the 
popular  Presidential  candidate.  He  died  in  Colum- 
bia  County,  N.  Y.,   at  the  age  of  seventy-ei^ht 

^ — 


years.  His  son  Jacob,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  farmer  in  the  Empire  State,  and  Dec.  27, 1813, 
he  married  Mary  Case,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County, 
that  State,  who  was  born  May  18,  1790.  In  1836 
Mr.  Lapham  came  to  Michigan  with  his  wife  and 
three  sons  and  an  adopted  daughter.  They  settled 
on  coming  to  this  State  in  Rome  Township,  where 
the  parents  died,  the  father  Jan.  7.  1876,  and  the 
mother  April  27,  1886.  Mrs.  Jacob  Lapham  was  a 
daughter  of  Ephraim  Case,  of  Dutchess  County,  N. 
Y.,  who  followed  farming  in  that  part  of  the  country 
and  died  there  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five 
years. 

Edmund  Lapham  was  the  eldest  of  the  parental 
family  and  was  reared  beneath  the  parental  roof- 
tree,  assisting  his  father  with  the  farm  work  in  sum- 
mer and   attending   the  district  school  during  the 
winter.     At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  apprenticed 
himself  to  a  cooper  to  learn  the  trade,  and  worked 
at  it  until  he  had  attained  liis  majority.     When  the 
gold  excitement  broke  out  in   1849,  and  so  many 
were  flocking  to  the  shores  of  California,  he  made  a 
trip  to  that  golden  land,  whose  sunset  glories  were 
so  alluring,  but  after  a  year  spent  there,   in   which 
he  had  been  quite  successful,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  this  county.     June  3,  1861,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Alvira   Waggoner,  who  was 
born  in  the  township  of  Rome,  this  county,  Jan.  18, 
1839.     She  is  the  daughter  of  Nicholas   and  Abi- 
gail (Taylor)   Waggoner,  the  former  a  native  of 
Vermont,  born  among  its  granite  hills  July  12, 1803. 
In  early  youth  the  family  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber removed  to  New  York,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated.     Li  1837  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Rome  Township,  where  he  is  still  living. 
His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Abigail  Taylor,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  and  was  born  Nov.  7,  1821 ;  she 
died  in  this  county,  Dec.  14,  1845.     Nicholas  Wag- 
goner's father,  of  the  same  name,  was  a  native  of 
Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-five.    His  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
had  settled  in  Canada  at  a  very  early  day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund  Lapham  are  the  parents  of 
six  children,  recorded  as  follows :  Walter  was  born 
Nov.  24,  1864,  and  married  Jennette  Ryder,  Dec. 
10, 1884 ;  Flora,  Mrs.  Llewellyn  Raymond,  was  born 
March  2, 1866,  and  married  Feb.  9,  1887.     Adell, 
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Mrs.  George  Ousted,  was  born  Feb.  20,  1869,  and 
her  marriage  took  place  Feb.  22,  1886;  Rosanna, 
born  Jan.  1 2, 1 872 ;  Alfarata  I.,  April  24, 1878,  Bessie 
I.,  Aug.  25,  1881.  Mrs.  Lapham  and  her  family 
are  attendants  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Lapham 
is  in  politics  a  Democrat.  The  whole  family  enjoy 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community, 
and  by  their  neighbors  they  are  regarded  as  among 
the  most  reliable  citizens  of  the  township. 

^  OHN  TP:N  brook,  late  of  Fairfield  Town- 
1  ship  located  on  section  9  about  1848,  and 
I  continued  a  resident  there  until  his  death, 
(^Ml  which  occurred  Jan.  10,  1865.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  engaged  continuously  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  brought  the  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  he  purchased  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  erecting  upon  it  an  ex- 
cellent set  of  frame  buildings  and  adding  all  the 
conveniences  and  comforts  of  a  country  home. 
He  was  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen,  and  ful- 
filled his  duties  in  life  in  a  creditable  and  praise- 
worthy manner. 

Mr.  Ten  Brook  was  born  Nov.  21,  1804,  in  Che- 
mung County,  N.  Y.,  while  his  father,  John  Ten 
Brook,  was  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  and 
was  born  Aug.  5,  1767.  The  mother  was  in  her 
girlhood  Miss  Allie  Lowe,  of  New  Jersey,  and  died 
in  1832,  while  the  fatlier  survived  until  1843.  They 
passed  their  entire  lives  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  Their  son  John,  of  our  sketch,  remained 
with  his  parents  upon  the  homestead  until  reaching 
manhood,  and  continued  in  his  native  State  until 
after  his  marriage  and  the  birth  of  three  children. 
In  1847  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  this  county, 
locating  first  in  Dover  Township,  but  in  less  than 
a  year  removed  to  Fairfield,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

Mr.  Ten  Brook  was  married  in  Ypsilanti.  Mich., 
June  7,  1838,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Allison,  who  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  June  22,  1815. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  l)irth  of  five  children, 
recorded  as  follows;  The  eldest,  William  L.,  dur- 
ing the  late  war  served  as  Captain  of  Company  A, 
4th  Michigan  Infantry,  in  which  he  had  enlisted  as 


a  musician  before  receiving  his  commission  of  Cap- 
tain. He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness while  bearing  the  colors,  but  succeeded  in 
escaping  with  his  precious  charge  to  a  place  of 
safety.  He  served  in  the  army  about  four  years 
and  returned  home  unharmed;  he  married  Miss 
Jane  Cole,  of  Fairfield  Township,  and  resides  in 
Missouri.  Miss  Susan  S.  Ten  Brook,  the  second  child 
of  our  subject,  is  the  wife  of  Walker  O.  Porter,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Fairfield  Township.  Helen  married 
John  P.  Tunison,  and  died  while  on  a  visit  to  friends 
in  Ohio,  Sept.  23,  1882;  Thomas  died  at  the  home 
of  his  father  in  Fairfield  Township,  Jan.  27,  1865, 
when  a  promising  youth  of  seventeen  years,  and 
Judson  remains  with  his  mother  on  the  farm. 

Mrs.  Ten  Brook  is  a  lady  greatly  respected  in 
her  community.  She  and  her  husband  united  with 
the  Baptist  Church  during  the  early  years  of  their 
married  life.  Mr.  T.  continued  his  membership 
until  his  decease,  and  his  widow  has  loyally  adhered 
to  the  religious  faith  of  her  youth. 

^ .^^ ^ 


NSON  BACKUS,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Lenawee  County,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Winfield,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  25, 
1818.  He  is  of  English  and  Scotch  ances- 
try, and  his  father,  Anson  Backus,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Lee,  Mass.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  Miss  Hannah,  daughter  of  Robert 
Town,  and  who  was  also  born  in  New  England. 

Soon  after  their  marriage,  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject took  up  their  residence  in  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  the  most  of  their  after  life. 
Anson  Backus,  Sr.,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming,  and 
accumulated  a  good  property.  Late  in  life  he  re- 
moved to  Orleans  County,  where  his  death  took 
place  in  1865,  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age. 
The  mother  had  passed  away  a  year  or  two  pre- 
viously in  her  seventy- eighth  year.  They  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
turity, and  the  parents  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
them  settled  in  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  son  and 
sixth  child  of  his  parents,  and  was  about  eighteea 
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years  of  age  when  his  father  moved  from  Herkimer 
to  Orleans  County.  He  received  Jiis  education 
near  the  home  of  his  early  childhood,  completing 
his  studies  in  Cedarville  Academy.  His  first  vent- 
ure for  himself  was  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store, 
which  position  he  held  about  three  years.  Subse- 
quently he  clerked  elsewhere  in  Orleans  County, 
where  he  continued  until  coming  to  this  State. 
Here  he  taught  school  in  Adrian,  and  later  officiated 
as  instructor  among  the  Wyandotte  Indians  in  San- 
dusky County,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  now  returned  to  New  York,  and  had 
charge  of  his  father's  farm  two  years.  While  a 
resident  of  Ohio  he  had  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  a  most  estimable  lady,  Mrs.  Letitia  (Wilson) 
Thorns,  who  became  his  wife  in  1842.  When  next 
leaving  New  York  he  returned  to  this  county,  and 
locating  in  Adrian,  became  the  employe  of  George 
Bidwell  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  and  with  whom  he 
remained  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  His  next 
residence  was  in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
twenty-five  years  thereafter.  Then  returning  to 
Adrian  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  E.  L.  Clark 
estate,  which  involved  property  estimated  at 
$500,000,  and  which  our  subject  succeeded  in 
settling  up  satisfactorily.  He  is  now  assisting  Prof. 
J.  W.  Crocker,  who  married  the  only  daugliter  of  Mr. 
Clark,  in  the  further  adjustment  of  property. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in 
March,  1886,  leaving  one  dtmghter,  Mary  J.,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Capt.  J.  H.  Fee,  of  Adrian. 
Mr.  Backus  waged  war  on  slavery  during  the  exis- 
tence of  the  peculiar  institution,  and  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  this 
county.  He  is  now  a  strong  Prohibitionist.  He 
has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  holds  a  good 
position  among  the  leading  men  of  his  community. 

j^HILlP  S.DePUY,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  bornNov.  21,  1817,  in  Owasco,  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  he  being  the  youngest  but  one 
of  a  family  of  ten  children.  His  father, 
Philip  DePuy,  was  born  April  24,  1774,  and  was 
married,  Jan.  18,  1798,  to  Sally  Comfort.  During 
their  early  married  life,  Mr.  and  Mrs*  DePuy  lived 
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on  a  farm  in  Orange  County.  N.  Y.,  but  in  after 
years  they  sold  out  and  removed  to  Owasco,  Cayuga 
County,  where  they  subsequently  accumulated  a 
large  property.  As -the  years  advanced  and  his 
property  increased,  Mr.  DePuy  began  to  look  about 
him  for  new  investments.  His  shrewd  eye  soon 
measured  the  value  of  that  beautiful  stretch  of 
country  lying  between  Mt.  Morris  and  the  Nunda 
Valley,  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1831 
he  bought  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Mt.  Morris,  re- 
moved thereon  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days 
in  that  delightful  section  of  country.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mrs.  Sally  DePuy  died  Oct.  5,  1837,  and  two  years 
later,  Oct.  8,  1839,  the  husband  followed.  Active, 
thrifty,  industrious,  possessed  of  that  peculiar  tact 
which  some  men  have  of  making  money,  the  father 
was  enabled  at  his  death  to  leave  a  comfortable 
fortune  to  each  one  of  his  nine  heirs  then  living. 

Philip  S.  DePuy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in- 
herited the  homestead.  He  was.  married,  Dec.  31, 
1837,  to  Maria  J.  Smith,  and  of  this  marriage  two 
children  were  born:  Harriet  Eliza,  Oct.  11,  1842, 
and  Harrison  Smith,  May  9,  1844.  The  mother 
died  June  29,  1844,  leaving  her  baby  boy  of  seven 
weeks,  and  a  little  two-year  old  daughter  to  the  care 
of  a  widowed  father. 

In  1845,  on  the  26th  of  February,  Mr.  DePuy 
was  again  married,  to  Miss  Milancy  Chandler,  of 
Nunda,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.  Miss  Chandler  was 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sally  Chandler,  and  was 
born  in  Coventry,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  29, 
1820.'  Her  ancestors  were  of  a  long  line  of  New 
England  Puritans,  reaching  back  to  Anns  and  Will- 
iam Chandler,  who  settled  in  Roxbury,  Mass.,  in 
1637.  The  Chandlers  as  a  family  throughout,  are 
people  of  rare  intellect,  and  it  is  Mrs.  DePuy's 
pleasure  to  record  among  her  relatives,  Hon.  Zach 
Chandler,  Michigan's  famous  Senator,  Louise  Chand- 
ler Moulton,  the  authoress,  and  Bancroft,  the  His- 
torian. During  their,  residence  in  Mt.  Morris,  N. 
Y.,  there  were  born  to  Philips,  and  Milancy  DePuy 
five  children:  Josephine  M.,  Dec.  13,  1845;  Fay- 
ette W.,  Nov.  21,  1847;  Wellington,  Aug.  20, 
1849;  E.  Cora,  Aug.  11,  1851,  and  Roselle,  Sept. 
25,1853. 

In  1854  Mr.  DePuy  sold  his  farm  in  Mt.  Morris, 
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and  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  what  was  then 
the  township  of  Tecumseh,  upon  which  he  has 
since  lived.  He  has  made  improvements,  and  added 
to  his  land  until  the  farm  now  comprises  185  acres, 
under  excellent  cultivation,  and  bearing  all  the  im- 
proved methods  of  the  day  and  age.  Here  one  child, 
the  youngest,  Emma  C,  was  born,  Aug.  1,  1858. 

In  1861,  May  9,  occurred  the  first  marriage  in 
the  family,  Josephine  M.,  the  second  daughter,  be- 
ing married  to  John  M.  Hendershott,  of  Tecumseh, 
where  they  now  reside.  It  was  this  year  too  that 
.  the  Civil  War  broke  out  in  America,  and  the  cry  for 
volunteers  was  rung  throughout  the  land.  Mr.  De- 
Puy's  eldest  son,  Harrison  S.,  a  mere  lad  of  seven- 
teen, was  among  the  first  eager  to  respond.  Obtain- 
ing his  father's  consent,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  3d  Michigan  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  Kellog,  in 
October,  1861.  His  division  was  stationed  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  through  the  winter  of  1861-62,  and  in 
the  spring  it  was  ordered  to  Island  No.  10.  But 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  war  were  unsuited 
to  one  of  so  frail  a  constitution,  and  on  the  3d  of 
June,  1862,  he  died  in  the  hospital  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  of  fever  contracted  in  Southern  lands.  He  is 
buried  in  the  beautiful  "Cave  Hill  Cemetery,"  of 
Louisville,  where  4,000  Union  soldiers  sleep  by  his 
side. 

•On  the  28th  of  ,?anuary,  1864,  Mr.  DePuy's  old- 
est daughter,  Eliza,  was  married  to  William  Butler, 
of  Mason,  Ingham  County,  and  Nov.  22,  1867, 
Fayette  W.,  the  second  son,  was  married  to  Carrie 
G.  Updyke,  of  Tecumseh.  This  son  possesses  the 
peculiar  tact  required  to  financier  successfully,  and 
has  acquired  a  comfortable  fortune.  His  wife  died 
Jan.  5,  1888,  leaving  him  childless. 

In  1869  the  township  of  Tecumseh  was  divided, 
and  Mr.  DePuy  by  this  division  became  a  resident 
of  the  township  of  Clinton.  He  has  held  several 
oflftces  of  the  town,  being  three  times  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  seven  years  Highway  Commissioner,  and  has 
held  many  other  positions  of  trust  and  confidence. 
The  youngest  son,  Wellington,  entered  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, Oberlin,  Ohio,  in  1870,  and  took  a  commercial 
course,  graduating  in  1871.  From  there  he  entered 
Hillsdale  College,  where  he  took  a  classical  course, 
and  was  graduated  in  1878.  Having  decided  to  en- 
ter the  ministry,  he  went  to  Bates  College,   Lewis- 


ton,  Me.,  and  took  a  theological  course,  graduating 
in  1882,  and  has  accomplished  some  noble  work  in 
the  fields  where  he  has  labored.  He  was  married, 
Oct.  7,  1885,  to  Miss  Ella  A.  Reynolds,  of  Grand 
Ledge,  Mich. 

The  three  youngest  daughters— -E.  Cora,  Rose  and 
Emma — were  educated  at  the  Tecumseh  Union 
School,  Raisin  Valley  Seminary  and  Hillsdale  Col- 
lege. E.  Cora  has  devoted  her  life  to  literary  pur- 
suits. Under  the  mm  cle  plume  of  '^Pearl  Dia- 
mond" she  was  known  to  Western  readers  for  sev- 
eral years  before  her  identity  was  revealed.  In 
1882  she  received  a  cash  prize  for  a  short  story  en- 
titled '*The  Little  Girl  Who  Picked  up  Coal,"  which 
established  her  reputation  as  a  short  story  writer. 
Her  literary  articles,  correspondence  and  miscella- 
neous works  have  appeared  in  various  newspapers 
and  magazines  throughout  the  country.  A  short 
story  from  her  pen  which  appeared  in  the  Detroit 
Free  Press,  March  20,  1887,  entitled,  ^'Roomatthe 
Top,"  attracted  universal  attention,  the  editors  re- 
ceiving letters  from  several  different  States  inquir- 
ing of  the  author.  Miss  DePuy  inherits  her  literary 
tastes  and  talent  from  her  gifted  mother.  She  was 
named  ^'Coraline,"  for  the  heroine  of  a  novel  which 
the  mother  read  when  a  young  lady,  and  has  well 
fulfilled  the  mother's  dream,  so  far  as  romance  and 
the  printed  page  can  define. 

After  leaving  college.  Rose  became  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools.  She  was  an  accomplished  teacher 
and  followed  the  vocation  until  her  marriage,  June 
13,  1883,  with  Thomas  Taber,  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass. 

Emma  was  a  musician  of  rare  talent,  and  also  be- 
came a  teacher.  It  is  Mrs.  DePuy's  proud  boast 
that  she  has  had  four  school-teachers  among  her 
children.  Emma  was  married  to  Ozen  Keith,  Dec. 
25,  1878,  and  three  years  later  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De- 
Puy went  through  the  hardest  trial  their  married 
life  had  ever  known,  the  death  of  their  two  daugh- 
ters, the  eldest  and  youngest,  within  three  days  of 
each  other.  Eliza,  the  eldest  daughter,  and  wife  of 
William  Butler,  died  of  apoplexy,  March  22,  1882, 
and  Emma,  the  youngest,  and  wife  of  Ozen  Keith, 
died  March  25,  1882,  the  two  deaths  occurring  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  of  the  same  weekr 
.    Mr.  and  Mrs.. DePuy  have  been  members^^f  ^4^ 
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Free-Will  Baptist  Church  nearly  all  their  lives. 
Charitable  and  generous,  their  home  has  sheltered 
many  a  weary  traveler  from  a  night's  storm,  and 
has  relieved  many  a  heart  from  the  pangs  of  hunger. 
In  politics  Mr.  DePuy  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He 
has  served  several  times  as  delegate  to  the  district 
convention,  and  in  1 884  was  a  delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  held  at  Whitney's  Opera 
House,  Detroit,  in  June  of  that  year. 
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^  IBNI  KELLEY.  This  aged  and  venerated 
citizen  of  Raisin  Township  cast  his  lot  with 
the  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County  over  fifty 
years  ago,  and  has  by  a  long  career  of  virtue  and 
usefulness  endeared  himself  to  them  in  a  thousand 
ways  which  they  will  remember  long  after  he  shall 
have  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  He  still  occu- 
pies the  home  on  section  23,  the  land  which  he  se- 
cured from  the  Government  in  the  fall  of  1836.  He 
purchased  at  that  time  sixty  acres,  to  which  he  sub- 
sequently added  by  degrees  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  580  acres  in  Raisin  and  Palmyra  Town- 
ships. A  large  proportion  of  this  he  has  bequeathed 
to  his  children,  who  are  now  following  in  his  foot- 
steps as  worthy  members  of  the  community,  and 
doing  honor  to  the  training  of  wise  and  judicious 
parents. 

The  Kelley  family  came  originally  from  Ireland, 
bnt  Mr.  Kelley  is  a  New  Englander  by  birth  and 
parentage,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
on  the  27th  of  January  in  the  year  1 799.  His  father, 
John  W.  Kelley,  was  a  native  of  Cape  Cod,  Mass., 
and  the  family  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that 
part  of  the  Bay  State,  having  located  there  in  the 
Colonial  days,  and  were  prominently  identified  with 
the  peaceable  friends.  The  religion  of  this  quiet 
and  unostentatious  sect  has  been  held  sacred  in  the 
family  for  generations,  and  from  which  its  later 
members  have  never  departed. 

John  W.  Kelley  was  a  natural  mechanic,  and  also 
followed  farming.  He  married  Miss  Content 
Hoxsie,  a  Massachusetts  lady,  also  of  the  old 
Quaker  stock,  and  of  pure  English  ancestry.  After 
the  birth  of  three  daughters  and  one  son,  our  sub- 


ject,   they   left   their    home    in    Cape    Cod,    and 
removed    to    Kennebec,    Me.,  where    they    lived 
upon  a  farm  some  years,  during  which  there  were 
born  to  them  six  more  children.     Of  these  ten  chil- 
dren one  son  died  in  infancy,  and  the  remaining 
nine  lived    to  be   married    and    have  families   of 
their  own,  though  Libui  and  his  brother,  Zeno,  are 
now    the   only  survivors  of    that   once   blooming 
family.     The  latter  was  the  youngest,  and,  like  his 
father,    inherited    remarkable    mechanical    genius. 
He    is   now   a    resident  of   Oakland,  Cal.,  having 
spent  his  life  at  the  two  extremes  of  the  continent. 
In  1839  John  W.  Kelley  and  his  wife,  although 
considerably  advanced  in   years,   detemined  upon 
another  removal,  and  set  out  from  their  home  in 
Kennebec  on  the  long  journey  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.       They  had  been  preceded  to  this  sec- 
tion by  their  son  Libni,  and  located  near  him,  in 
Raisin  Township,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.     John  W.  Kelley  was  born  Nov.  23, 
1768,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  14,  1841,  while 
his  wife  was  born   Nov.  7,  1771,  and  died  Feb.  3, 
1850.      Both  were   prominent  in    the   Society   of 
Friends,  and  most  estimable  people  who  passed  their 
lives  devoted    to  each  other  and  to  their  family. 
The    paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Wayne 
Kelley,  was  the  son  of  John  Kelley,  Sr.,  who  emi- 
grated from    Ireland,  and  was  also  imbued    with 
the  Quaker  faith.      He  was  a  man  of  fine  intel- 
ligence and  good  education,  and  carried  on  a  small 
farm  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  reared  his  family 
and  spent  his  last  days. 

Libni  Kelley  grew  to  manhood  in  Kennebec, 
Me.,  to  which  his  parents  removed  when  he  was 
one  year  old,  and  was  there  married,  the  maiden  of 
his  choice  being  Miss  Deborah  Estes,  a  native  of 
Maine,  and  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Kirby)  Estes,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  also 
of  the  Quaker  faith.  Upon  their  removal  from 
Kennebec  they  took  up  their  residence  in  Wheat- 
land Township,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
spent  their  last  years  and  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
They  lived  worthily,  and  were  among  the  most 
highly  respected  residents  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  They  reared  their  children  to  habits  of 
industry  and  principles  of  honor,  also  instilling 
into  their  minds  the  virtuous  precepts  of  the  Quaker    ' 
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faith.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley 
removed  from  Kennebec  to  Western  New  York, 
where  our  subject  followed  blacksmi thing,  which 
he  had  learned  when  a  young  man  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  father.  In  1836  Mr.  Kelley  de- 
termined  upon  another  removal  westward,  and 
gathering  together  his  personal  effects,  started  with 
his  family  for  the  wilds  of  Michigan.  Their  jour- 
ney was  made  by  teams,  and  twenty-one  days  from 
the  time  they  started  they  landed  in  Raisin  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Mr.  Kelley  selected  a  portion  of 
section  23,  where  he  built  up  a  home  from  the 
wilderness,  in  the  meantime  watching  with  intense 
satisfaction  the  development  of  the  country  around 

him. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in  the 
spring  of  1839,  atjhe  age  of  thirty-six  years.  She 
was  greatly  mourned  by  her  husband  and  friends, 
being  a  lady  of  refined  Christian  chracter,  a  de- 
voted wife,  and  a  tender  mother.  On  the  6th  of 
May,  1840,  Mr.  Kelley  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, in  Palmyra  Township,  with  Lydia  Hoxsie, 
who  was  born  in  Galloway  Township,  Saratoga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  12,  1810.  Her  parents,  John  and 
Phebe  (Slade)  Hoxsie,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Fall  River,  Mass. 
They  were  married  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  4,  1804,  and  in  1833,  after  the  birth  of  seven 
children,  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  un- 
broken woods  of  Palmyra  Township.  Mr.  Hoxsie 
put  up  a  log  cabin  and  felled  the  trees  around  it 
over  a  large  extent  of  territory,  being  prosperous 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  in  time,  with  his 
sons,  became  the  owner  of  800  acres  of  land.  Here 


the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
mother  was  born  April  8,  1786,  and  died  on  the  8th 
of  August,  1842,  at  fifty-six  years  of  age,  while 
the  father  survived  his  wife  for  a  period  of  thirty- 
one  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Kelley,  in  Raisin  Township,  this 
county,  Jan.  24,  1873.  He  was  born  Feb.  13, 1783, 
and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  ninety 
years.  They  also  w^ere  of  the  Quaker  faith,  and 
led  blameless  and  correct  lives. 

Libni  and  Mrs.  Lydia  Kelley  became  the  parents 
of  three  children,  recorded  as  follows:  Edwin  C. 
married  Miss  Eda  Potter,  and  is  living  on  a  farm  in 
Ellis  County,  Kan.;  Allen  H.  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Price,  and  occupies  the  old  homestead,  of 
which  he  is  now  the  owner,  while  Betsey  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Garrison  Moore,  a  well-to-do  farmer  and 
stock-dealer  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Mr.  Kelley 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  State  and  National  affairs, 
is  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  principles  and 
votes  the  Prohibition  ticket.  Both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  belong  to  the  Friends'  Church.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Kelley,  Joseph  Hoxsie 
by  name,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Benson,  who  died  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.  Grandfather  Hoxsie  subsequently 
removed  to  Saratoga,  where  he  passed  his  last  days. 
They  were  likewise  Quakers  in  religion,  and  spent 
their  lives  in  the  farming  community.  Upon  her 
mother's  side  her  grandfather,  Buffen  Slade,  was 
the  son  of  Samuel  Slade,  who  was  of  New  England 
birth  and  parentage,  and  spent  his  entire  life  near 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  where  botli  father  and  son  died 
and  were  buried. 
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